
THE THATCHER gover nment's proposa ls announced this week 
to curb the strength of the Trade Unions ar e in essence nothing 
new. They are yet another tactic in the continuing wa r agains t 
organised labour. Measures to control picketing and effect ive 
industrial action have been introduced as long ago as the first 
workers learnt that solidarity was the on ly weapon they had to 
protect themselves from a c lass of employers who a lways had 
the strength of the state behind them. The labour movem\!pt is 
based on the understanding that different sections of workers 
have in the end the same interests. Refusal to cross a picket 
line is not only an act of brotherhood but an act of enlightened 
self-interest. Those who cross such a line are betrayinl!; one 
of the fundamentals of working class morality, are r ightly seen 
as employers' men and are treated accordingly. But the govern­
ment, the press, turn this on its head and call it intimidation 
and brutality. It has always been so. 

This week's proposals are rights of those who want to 
intended to prevent this soli- work, those who have been 
darity that workers have one buflled and intimidated. The 
with the other: to make indus- rights of the individual must 
trial action ineffective. be protected above all, screams 

To ask workers to black Thatcher from the House of 
goods or to become involved Commons - If the individual 
sympathetically in industrial happens to be a scab. It is 
action is to invite the employer clear that employers are the 
to sue for damages. If workers only ones who·count as indivi­
are deemed 'remote' from the duals for it Is their rights she 
specific dispute they too are protects. 
liable. This remoteness Is to The government becomes 
be assessed by the courts and more hysterical everyday and 
men with funny hair. It Is said Mrs. Thatcher's voice becomes 
to be objective and In the nat- more shrill. It is hysteria 
ional interest. It is by no meanethat comes from fear. 
in the Interest of workers . The proposals were pre-
This has always been so too. dictable enough but the tone 
If a Thatcher shouts about accompanying them was insul-
the national interest you can tlng and antagonistic. Does 
be sure she doesn't mean you Thatcher really believe she is 
or me. a better man than Heath. She 

Accompanying these changes certainly wants confrontation 
in the civil law come exorta- with the working class. The 
tions from the Attorney Gen- gauntlet has been tossed. Let 
era! about the Criminal Law us make sure we win. 
with regard to picketing. He 

Worker s are getting used to the idea of saving London 1s hospitals from Government attack. 
Photo: Andrew Wiard (Report). 

Attack on Westminster Hospital 
THE WESTMINSTER Hospital, 
the first Londop hospital to be 
founded from public subscrlp­
.tion, and a world ·famous 
teaching hospita l established 
for over 250 years, is under 
attack. All staff are preparing, 
along with other London teach­
ing hospitals to contest mer­
gers and closures expected 
to be announced next week-

The attack on the West­
lminster is on two fronts, first 
by reports from the DHSS 
sponsored London Health Plan­
ning Consortium, ~11,d secondly 
by a University of London 
committee, under the chair­
manship of Lord Flowers, 
examining the future of med­
ical education. The attack on 
the Westminster and to a 

lesser extent on such as the 
Middlesex Hospital, marks 
a qualitatively different stage 
in the attempts to destroy 
medical education and the NH~ 

reminded the police that the 
existing law on picketing was 
quite gpod. He told them, in 
ca.se they had forgotten, that 
they were entitled to prevent 
a mass picket if they judged 
it to threaten a disturbance. 

The Flowers Working Part) 
Report on medical education 
in London is already in tl1e 
hands of the University of 
London and its recommenda­
tions will be announced on the 
26 February. It is expected 
that the major recommenda­
tions will be that the West­
minster Medical School, the 
smallest in London but one of Save South Wales Steel ! 
the best in the world, is to b€ 

must be taken up nationally by closed. The net effect of this 

It was against the law, he went 
on, for pickets to link arms 
or to otherwise prevent .access 
to the place of work picketed. 
Perhaps this was to appease 
the Tory back benchers by 
blaming the steel pickets on 
the 'softness' of the police. 
The injured piclcets at Sheer­
ness are not convinced. The 
record of the police in indus­
trial disputes has not been 
good. No worker on a picket 
line could mistake the boys 
in blue, particularly the Spec­
i~l Patrol Group, for sympa­
thisers. 

The police are there, 
Prior says, to protect the 

THE STAND taken by the South 
Wales TUC against Thatcher 
has meant a step forward for 
the British working class in 
Its struggle against fascism. 

The support the miners 
have given the steelworkers 
In South Wales shows clearly 
the understanding that unity' 
Is strength. Even though the 
call for an all-out stoppage in 
the coalfield has been rejected 
by the miners there is a real­
Isation of the consequences of 
the deliberate closing down of 
the steel industry in Britain. 

The shutting down of steel 
In South Wales would inevitably 
lead to massive pit closures 
which is why the miners were 
asked to come out on strike 

\ 

indefinitely. Although the call 
was a good one in essence 
there is a danger in having 
such an 'open ended' call. 
However directly the miners 
may be hit by the closure of 
Llanwern or Port Talbot or 
ultimately both, the fight to 
save steel must come from 
within the steel industry itself. 

The ISTC must declare that 
Llanwern and Port Talbot are 
going to remain open then the 
miners can declare that no 
pits will close and they will 

the whole labour movement: goes far beyond the reduction 
their fight . is ours too. That in the number of medical stu· 
call will not be rejected. dents being trained, however 

The ballot that the miners The quality of the service to 
have just taken part in has ;patients at the hospital wlll 
revealed yet again the lengths be severely damaged since tt 
the employers will go to, to hospital would have it~ budge 
hamstring our unions. Taking drastically cut. All -rhe on­
its cue from Edwardes the site research facilities woulc 
NCB took it upon itself to inter- also be pruned and many torr 
fere in the ballot by communi- of treatment in the hospital 
eating a ··.,o strike' vote at one would cease. 
pit to another pit still in the On the same day as the 
process of voting _ how they Flowers Report is to be pub-
love a secret ballot: lished a document from the 

both have the overwhelming To save our basic industries, London Health Planning Con­
support of the South Wales TUC. to save Britain we must learn sortium, called "Towards a 

The time will be ripe In the from and continue the struggle Balance: a framework for 
near future for the South Wales the South Wales workers have Acute Hospital Services in 
TUC to call for action which embarked upon. )CONTINUED PAGE4~ 



ti-ail [HistoricNot~S] .Guerrilla Struggle against the Bill 
· · · · This second article in our series lookmg back over recent attempts to emasculate the umons deals w1th the early stages of 

Less than six weeks after the last 
general election, the 'Financial 
Times' carried a prominent article 
headed ''W!l\ Thatcher last until 
1984". It was clear , even then, 

the fight against Heath's Industrial Relations Act. lrregular,guerrilla opposition was indispensable to maintain a protracted 

struggle against the employer's law. This created the conditions in which the Engineering Union flouted and made inoperable 

the Indust rial Relations Act and, other unions supporting, ultimately destroyed the Heath government. 

that Thatcher's dlctatorfal approach IN PLACE OF STRIFE was with-
would meet with stiff resistance. drawn by the L'abour Government 
Aware of developing opposition because of the opposition from the 
(though not manifest in Parliament) Trade Union movement. But there 
Thatcher and co. insisted they was neve'r single- minded oppostt-
had a "mandate from the people". tOn to state interference. Opposit-
In ~act, only 35 per em t of the ton was even undermined by the 
electorate had voted for theTorles. pervasive support among trade 

• 
So Thatcher is none too popular 
with anybody , while many are 
.openly hostile. This sounds like a 
job for Supennan/Batman/ Saatchi 
and Saatchi. Beyond Supennan's 
capabilites, Saatchi and Saa.tchi 
have been given £90,000 to launch 1 

an advertising campaign on behalf 
of the Tortes. It is unprecedented 
for such a campaign to be fought so 
early in the life of a government. 
The idea is for advertisers to soft­
soap us into believing that hosp­
ital closures, 50pence school 
meals, low pensions, mass unem­
ployment and military expansion 
are just what the doctor ordered. 

• 

unionsi'sts, at all levels of the 
movement, for the Labour Govern­
ment while at the same time there 
was opposition to Labour policy in 
practice. 

·This weakness in working clase 
opposition found expression in the 
'solemn and binding' agreement 
with the Labour administration, 
elaborated by the TUC as a frame­
work for cooperation with the gov­
ernment, and a quid pro quo for 
the withdrawal of In P lace of Strife. 
The Solemn and Binding Agreement 
like the Socia\ Contract, offered 
to Callaghan later, was more than 
a face-saver offered to the Govern­
ment, it was based on the dream of 
union cooperation with government . 
The Government, on the other hand 
saw it for what it was - an indica­
tion of passivity . Heath, succeeding 
Wllson, could hardly doubt that 
the Trade Union movement would 
this time submit to state legisla-

on 26th January 1971, they looked It was from this position ot weak- in the union's lfavour. 
realistically ahead to the Bill be- ness that opposition to Heath grew, Slow to learn, the employers a 
coming law, and decided to prepare · slowly s.t first , from struggles month later trted to exploit rivalry 
well in advance for a campaign of which were isolated and guerrilla. between the dockers and container 
non-cooperation with it in that event. In July 1971 , the Upper Clyde men. 
By contrast, the TUC at Croydon, occupation began. The miners Under the Acl five dockers 
expressed the lack of clarity in took on, and in 1972 won, their were put into Pentonville. Working 
workers' minds, when it decided wage claim against the Government. class reaction this time was over 
against a campaign of indust.rlal Throughout most of the year the whelming. The dockers were re-
action', ln splte of the support for AUEW waged a guerrilla campaign leased, the law was proved to be 
that oi tlie A UEW. on Its claim with official support an ass. 

The Blll became Act In the for all facto ries tallng action. It In September the government , 
course of 1971 and at the TUC was a strug~le from weakness which under pressure, retreated on the 
Congress in the autumn, there in the end involved many more than Act. It would only be used as a last 
was much dust raised over "de- could have been involved in frontal resort! The TUC were invited to 

and agreed to set up conciliation 
machinery with the Government to 
do the Government's work where 
the Act would not be used. Thls was 
a tactical retreat the better to use 

t the Act, which still remained on the 
statute books. 

Despite the r~solve of the TUC 
that unions should not register 
under the Act, a decision culminat­
ing in the expulsion of the National 
Union of Seamen when it did so, 
union after union took the decision 

tion to fetter it. A UEW Executive receiving 
Heath 'had every reason to hope District Secretary, London South, and other A UEW members to defend 

to defend themselves in the Nation­
al Industrial Relations Court (NIRC). 
The A UEW however, stood ft nn in 
its resolve not to recognise the 
court and its successive defiance 
resulting In the sequestration of 
larger and larger sums of money 
from the union's funds. Finally, the 
presiding Judge, Donaldson, lost 
his temper and imposed a massive 
nne. A national engineering stopp'"' 
age took place on Guy Fawke's Day 
In 1973. The Industrial Relations 
Act was effectively smashed. The 
unions had shown that its real as­
~ets were its membership and not 
Its funds. 

People kidded by the last Saatchl for success. Although on December the union property tf requested to do so. (photo: WORKER Sept . 1973) 
and Saatchl election campaign W.ll 8th 1970 half a mlllton workers 
laugh their way through the next one. came out against the Industrial registration" under the provisions confrontation. 
Apparently, opinion polls reveal Relations Blll, it was without TUC of the Act. In effect, thls was a In June, the Government used 

the act to enforce a ballot on the 
questfon of industrial action on the 
railway men. A massive vote in 
favour of struggle was the embar­
rassing result for the Government. 

that 2 million Tory voters have blessing. The TUC was wedded to 
deserted the ranks, so Thatcher temportsing and advocated educa-
has good reason to be worrted. tion and discussion meetings. In 

March 150,000 workers \].nderTUC 
banners flooded Trafalgar Square 
In protest. The Engineering Union 
called two national strikes, on the 
1st and the 18th , the latter In par­
ticular massively supported and 
involving many other unions, sev· 
era\ million workers in all. 

refusal to consider the "non-coop­
eration" with the Act adopted by 
the AUEW . 

As the year ended, the WORKER 
wrote:"The situation in the Engin.­
eertng industry Is about as compl­
Icated and muddled as It could be. 

In July the government, seeing 
the dockers divided on a national 

Unemployment rises. The Indust- stoppage and preparing to retreat, 
rial Relations Act eXIsts. Already, blundered Into using the Act. They 
the employers have taken gauge of impUeCH'Ie'd"tbree men. Instantly 
the confusion, have taken note of the dockers were all out. the men 

The Act was repealed by the 
Labour Government which was 
elected following the smashing of 
Heath's pay freeze by the miners 

The campaign slogan is "If you 
care about Britain, keep it out of 
the Red'. (Ho, Ho,). Hopefully, 
posters such as these will leave 
plenty of white space underneath. 
Manufacturers of felt tip pens 

Nevertheless the Engineers the lack of involvement of the mem- released and the mysterious Offlc-
In the spring of the following year. 
The Act was gone, but it was a close 
run thing. 

will be stepping up production. You 
mlght write, tn block capitals, 
'If you care about Britain, (and 
Thatcher does not), don't get the 
Blues , rally round the Reds'. 

• 
The Brandt Commission has re­
vealed that the massive arms 
export trade of Imperialist Europe 
and the USA threatens to 'ktll 
the golden goose'. So much waste 
has brought shaky economies 
close to bankruptcy .. They also 
mention the return on this invest­
ment - ,10 million kill..?d in 
"minor" wa~s since World War 
Two. 

• 
Now, just 9 months since that elec­
tion , the question is not 'will 
Thatcher survive', but rather 'will 
the Tory government survive' . 
Joseph's 'royal visit' to the steel 
workers picket lines in Wales was 
·met with a volley of eggs and rotten 
fruit. Last week, one of Thatcher's 
London homes was picketed by 300 
pensioners all too aware that 
Thatcher gets over £400 per week, 
for overseeing the ·destruction of 
of the cowttry, while pensioners 
get £2 ~ per week, after 50 years 
of work. 

were alone among all unions when bershlp" In the current wage claim. lal,Sollcltor settied the situation 

IT~ ~IP~o How to destroy a people without trying, 

3 

IF YOU have a morbid taste for 
really black humour, you should 
read the details that are being 
circulated at present of the Gov­
ernment's plans for all of us in 
the event of a nuclear attack. The 
'poHcy' is called "self help" and 
ls contained ln a booklet called 
"Protect or Survive". Self help is 
in fact a euphemism for the fact 
that this Government intends to do 
absolutely nothing to protect the 
people in a situation their war­
mongering poltcies could bring 
about. Our leaders are nothing lf 
not consistent ln their determina­
tion to rid themselves of us . 

Even if they think that we are 
golniTo be attacked (by whom?) 
they don't intend to Inform us of 
thts fact in the weeks preceeding..._ 
6'Utf dares~y we should realise 
something strange was afoot when 
the TV and radio close down three 
days before our impending destruc­
tion, What ls lntrlgul ng ls that by 
then we will have been given a date. 
The medla wlll be replaced by a 
single programme consisting of 
news, official announcements arxl 
a ltttie bit of entertainment (to 
keep up the morale) plus detalls 
of measures for survival. a:rd 
:what might these "measures for 
survival" be? 

Well, basically there are no 
measures for the likes of you and 
me. We are counselled either to 
take shelter inside or lie down ln 
the streets. VIe are told that if we 

leave the area in which we are res­
ident. the authorities in other 
areas wlll not help us wlth food, 
accommodation or other essen­
tials . • • what else ls new? And 
as for you residents of tower 
blocks, the word is , "Do not shel­
ter on the top two floors" . 

Still "a family ln its 
own home wlll be best able to look 
after its own members " unless , 
of course, you're a bungalow 
dweller, 

Tower blocks and bunga­
lows aside. the rest of us who are 
supposed to live in two-storey 
houses are urged to remove all 
inflammable net curtains and to 
make a fall-out room contafning an 
inner shelter where we wtll stay 
for 14 days. As we are supposed 
to remove lavatory chains in order 
to conserve fresh water in the 
cistern, one can only speculate 
as to where the "fall-out'' room 
will be located tn most homes . 

Fortunately we need not worry -
at least the Government will be 
safe. In advance of an attack they 
wlll take shelter . Probably the 
only sound in London after the 
holocaust will be that of !'Hear, 
hear's" emerglng from the ven­
tllation shaft of some deep cavern 
as Parliament congratulates us on 
~ur sacrifice. It ls dlfflcult to 
Judge which ts more horrific - the 
prospect of our obliteration or a 
human race regenerated from the 
llkes of Thatcher, 
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THE CHARAD.E of hawkish voices raised agai?st the cooi~g Longbrldge Instead of demanding lenged and called for the e><pan- attack from every direction that 
notes of Prior s proposals for outlawmg certatn forms of tndus- the sacking of Edwardes have slon of the Industry he worked Thatcher can muster, We don't 
trial action while the right-wing press berates him for being permitted the sacking of Robinson, In for 38 years. And so he got the have to lose everything before we 
too mild and moderate is all designe.d to persuade work~rs their shop steward and COnvenor. chop. Instead of getting the full can wake up just a llttle bit and 
that they had lJStter accept thLS verston of antl-trade umon leg- By their short-sighted and unprln- backing of his Executive Council, brace ourselves for a counter-
islation for fear of getting something worse . clpled declslon,agreelng to the he got a pathetic enquiry. But at attack, do we? 

With a blt of legal interpretation from a Lord Denning all vlct\mlsat\on of tne\r Convenor least the Executive Council got It The vote at Longbrldge Is just 
that is necessary for the outlawing of class strug~le itself can for his opinions and who worked right, after 3 months, that he was another In the long line of tragedy 
be found in these proposals. Take JUSt one prOVISIOn - the res- on their behalf, they have let victimised, of errors for which Leyland work-
triction of legal immunity to persons who break or threaten to themselves down and all organised If an Executive Council tn the- era have become renowned . They 
break a contract in furtherance of a trade dispute and not for wor.kers throughout the country. midst of its present mood of voted for 25, ooo of their mates 
"some extraneous rriotive". What exactly constitutes an "extra- The workers at Longbrldge mutual congratulation and delight to get the sack Instead of sacking 
neous motive" which would make trade union members and have voted themselves cowards of in their own ineptness can still Edwardes; then it looked as lf 
officials liaple to a civil action for breach both of their employ- the year, The whizz kid Edwardes get something right, why can't the some sense of reality was creep-
ment contract and commercial contracts as well if they are from South Africa crowned him- members on the ground at Long- lng tn when they voted against a 
involved in industrial action? Presumably anything which can be self emperor and the workers at bridge? Is there going to be a 12 per cent wage cut. Now, (\nally, 
construed as not strictly in furtherance of a trade dispute. Longbridge proclaimed him God. scramble for redundancy money they have voted against the Execu-

Last year the International Transport Federation blacked a When Leyland Is (lnally laid again? It Is, afler all, 1980 and tlve Council decision, against the 
ship not only to improve conditions for the seamen on that part- waste, who will take the blame? District Committee decision, 
lcular ship but as a move to absolish flags of convenience gen- Certainly the whole working class against the Shop Stewards' decision 
erally. That intention to do away with a convention which has will take the consequences, but and against their fellow member 
led to appalling conditions for so many merchant seamen would what shall we say of those and convenor Derek Robinson, 
be an "extraneous motive". So would be any action of the miners "Edwardes' workers" who so And they dare to talk about the 
of Wales against the destruction of the steel industry in South eagerly licked their master's right to work. 
Wales which is bound to affect their future employment. So also boots When the British motor So who cares If Leylands shuts 
would be any action taken by workers to pre\lent the unfair dis- lndus~ry is no more, and we down now? Qlly some thousands of 
missal of a fellow worker or the victimisatlon of one of their become assemblers of foreign kits, trade unionists who fought through 
elected representatives. how will we remember British their branches and union machinery 

Of course, the Longbridge workers have anticipated the anti- Leyland? What kind of organised that the Executive Council might 
trade union legislation. Indeed, if all British workers behaved workforce can vote for vlctimlsa- see what was as clear as day . Only 
generally with their selfishness, cowardice and stupidity there tlon and for the end of organisation? those millions of organised 
would be no need of Prior's proposals. Britain would already If Robinson had c·alled for lay- workers who wish to save British 
be a fascist state. offs and cut backs, for closure industry and stop the dest ruction. 

Falling under the ban of "extraneous motivation" would be and redundancy, presumably he Only the oldest and wisest and 
all attempts to use industrial action to prevent plans for the would have won full support of strongest labour movement in the 
destruction of industry or the savage cutting back of health, the members, Being a trade world that would not want this 
education or the social services. Even industrial action that unionist, he naturally thought despicable vote to go unchal1e nged. 
would be called legal according to the provisions of the pro'-
posed legislation, Lilce the current steel strilce in so far as it 
affects BSC plants, would become illegal the moment some steel 
worker on strike proclaimed, as we quoted in the last issue, 
that "the pay claim Is second now - this is a war on her in 
Downing Street". 

China - Teng Launches Attack on Mao 

As Marxists, we have always pointed out that every class 
struggle is political, that every fight over wages and conditions 
is, in some measure, a fight against the capitalist system. 
That means that every trade dispute, particularly now that 
British capitalism can no longer afford collective bargaining, 

THE MOVE by Teng Hslao-plng to 
have Llu Shao-chl rehabilitated ls 

of restoring capitalism in China, 
he would naturally llke to restore 

the most open attack he has so far also the reputation on one of the 
made on Mao Tsetung himself. most notorious traitors to the real 
Duri~g the cultural revolution, interests of the Chinese people. 
which was a massive effort to mob- That Teng sttll has to proceed in 
fUse the working people of China the negative manner of not attack-
to defend to soc\allsm won by rev- lng Mao by name but of praising 

those gains from the little men who 
have come after and are plotting 
not only with class enemies in 
China, but also wllh lmperiallsl 
enemies abroad to destroy every­
thlng the revolution l.n Chl.na has 
achieved . 

is more and more openly "extraneously motivated" . The dis­
tinction between "furtherance of a trade dispute" and "extra­
neous motivation" is like the social democratic distinction 
between "economic" and "political" action; and is a false 
di~tinction. 

olutton, Llu Shao-chl was exposed someone opposed to everyttfng" This attempted resurrection of 
as a "capltaltst roader" determined Mao stood for shows how deeply the capitalist Liu could well have 
to destroy soclallsm from within by sensible the people of China stlll the effect of raising against lhe 

So we say to our own class: make all struggle, all indus­
trial action even more extraneously motivated by directing It 
toward revolutionary change of an exploitative systein that 

sapping socialist morality with J-.a~alt that they gained from present "capitalist roaders" the 
capitalist Incentives. Mao's application of Marxism- Len .. mighty ghost of Mao Tse-tung 

Now that Teng has been enabled inism to the conditions of China- which is simrly the socialist asp-

is intolerable. by the coup following the death of even lf !hey have not so far shown !rations ln lhe breasts of lhe work-

And to Thatcher we say: go ahead and pass whatever anti­
trade union, anti-working class laws you want to have rubber­
stamped by a Parliament we don't recognise. We will never 
cease from the class struggle which alone has enabled us to 
survive two hundred years of oppressive rule and which, 
carried to new heights, will end exploitation for profit. When 
the working class by its own conscious action has turned 
itself into "outlaws" according to the capitalist legal order, 
we shall have the new socialist order in which the exploiters 
are outlawed. 

Mao to go so long down lhe road themselves capable of defending lng people of China. 

Battle for ILEA spreads 
TffiS GOVERNMENT'S determin­
ation to destroy State education 
bolh by starving lt of funds and 
removing from lt the children wtth 
the greatest potential, ls lllus­
trated by·tts attempts to destroy 
ILEA' (the l'nner London Education 
Authority) whl ch over the years 
has become synonymous with 
well-resourced comprehensive 
education. ILEA has one of the 
'best pupil teacher rat los In the 
country, spends more per chtld 
than any other authority and has 
the widest range of specialist 
focllitles, 

Seemingly out of the blue last 
summer, Wandsworth Councl~, 
'Jed by a faithful Thatcherlte, 
applied to Mark Carlisle , Secre­
tiry of State for Education, for· 

~
the right to take over control of 
ocal education from ILEA In 
rder, they said, to increase 

local accountability and cut down 
on "waste 11

• They want, of course, 
to bring back selective education. 
The idea had never been sounded 
out locally. 

But over the months unanimouS 
opposition has poured In from a secret Tory policy group that has 
organisations of parents , teachers Inlet over the past few weeks has 
and school governors. Thus of 116 recommended that ILEA be 
representations received by the abolished and control be handed 
Secretary of State by January, only over to the 13 inner London 
3 supported the Council. And who boroughs. 
or what were these heroic three? This direct attack upon ILEA 
Two were sent In by the Council follows the Government's attempts 
and the third was from the leader to starve it (and all other local 
of the Councll! A massive National education authorities) of funds. Un 
Union of Teachers' public meeting fortunately ILEA ha• already sue-
launched the campaign to Keep cuhlbed to this pressure and accep-
Wandsworth ln ILEA and, since ted cuts In· its forthcoming budget. 
then, local parents, recognizing Soine defend this position on the 
the threat to their children's educa- grounds that otherwise ILEA will 
tton, have formed WASP (Wands~ .be broken up by the Government. 
worth Association of School Parents) In the direct attack on ILEA, 
a superbly well-organised group Wandsworth is obviously being 
that Is attracting mass support. used to test the water - so far 

Th~ Council's excuse for rever pat.ents and teachers have niade 
having ment toned the Idea was that cerltaln that It burnt their fingers 
they wanted to know what Mr Car- but: now we must boll them. The 
lisle thought of the Idea first ... Ah, Issue has always been far wider 
naive bliss! How strange lhen that than a purely Wandsworth one. It 
lt has long been rumoured that the is now up to all teachers and 
Idea was lnltlated by Carlisle's parents ln Inner London to show 
own political adviser, one Stuart this Government what it thinks 
Sexton. The plot now thickens, for of lhelr machinations. 

Gloomy forecasts on production and 
employment as Budget approaches 
DURING lhe next two weeks 
Howe will be preparing the major 
part of the Match 26 budget. The 
outlook ls gloomy all round, and 
in the past few days he has 
received submissions from 
Treasury officials which predict 
an even more gloomy economic 
future. 

A fall ln total Industrial output 
this year of nearly 3 per cent Is 
predicted, tog,ether with a rate of 
i-etall price inflatlon of more thar. 
15 per cent during next year. It 
ls most unlikely that Howe will 
reduce the Minimum Lending 
Rate, despite unease even within 
his own ranks, and there wilt 
certainly not be any further re­
ductions In direct taxation. He 
may well shrink from large in­
creases In indirect taxation 

because of the likely reactions 
to the higher Inflation they would 
cause. 

Meanwhile, the Engineering 
Employers' Federation has 
published a report which fore­
casts an 11 per cent fall in mech­
anical engineering sales this year 
and a 10 per cent decline ln net 
new orders. Many more jobs 
tlian the 27,000 lost In the first 
tO months of last year are likely 
to go. The working party which 
produced the report, both emp­
loyers aDd trade union represen-

tatives, have no doubt that the 
Government's long-term policy 
for the economy will have very 
serious consequences for industry. 

While more than a fifth of 
Britain's Industrialists inter­
viewed in a poll forecast up to 
three mllllon unemployed ln 
four years' time, even confide n­
tlal government figures predict 
two mllllon out of work by this 
time next year, a rise of a 
quarter. These figures have been 
produced by the Manpower Ser­
vices Commission, which was 
brought into being in order to 
deal with the 'problem' of 
unemployment, Is facing massive 
cuts in its own cash budget, and 
even a 12. 9 per cent reduction 
in its own staffing levels. The 
MSC 's Employment Services 
Divislon,which Is responsible for 
Job Centres and other employ­
ment offices, has stated that 
It will be unable to carry out Its 
job-!lnd\ng service owing to the 
reduction in ita own staff, and 
the Commission as a whole wlll 
be "unable to deliver in full the 
programmes it has hitherto con­
sidered necessary to meet 
labour market needs". 

But, who needs an employment 
service when the Government 
is consciously fostering un­
employment and closing Industry. 
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Steelmen stick to their guns Hull fishing has been 
THE INSISTENCE by the BSC 
on sticking "absolute ly firmly 
on the self-funding principle", 
which is the formula by which 
the government is limiting 
steel wage rises while c laim­
ing not to inteu·vene, led to a 
walk out of representatives of 
the two main unions involved 
in the 9-week long steel strike. 

The general secretary of 
the ISTC said the walk-out 
aid not mean a final break; 
but there could only be a set­
tlement if the corporation was 
prepared to be flexible enough 
to enable negotiations to res­
ume. On February 26 the 
unions are due to meet the 
BSC again anyway to discuss 
closure plans. 

The British steel strike 
has even forced itself into the 

consideration of the European 
Commission where astonish­
ment was expressed at the 
BSC's plan to make 52, 000 
workers redundant by the end 
of August. The Brussels 
Commissioner for Social 
Affairs said a more reason­
able timetable for cuts on this 
scale would be three years 
and that "there were some 
shock treatments no doctor 
would prescribe. " 

The spirit of the steel 
workers in continuing their 
industrial action was shown 
by a speaker from the ISTC 
invited to address the Hull 
Trades Council. He said he 
had not come to ask for support 
but to demand that fellow 
workers carry out their duty 
"since the attack on steel 

workers .was an attack on the 
whole labour movement. " 

He said it was not chance 
that the government had pick­
ed on the ISTC which had a 
history of compromise with 
the employers and no recent 
tradition of solidarity. That­
cher had thought steel an 
easy target for attack. "But 
they forgot the old saying: 
'let sleeping dogs lie' and 
went and trod on our tail. Now 
we've got our teeth in her 
leg and we· re not going to let 
go. " 

The Trades Council Disp­
utes Committee has arranged 
accommodation for steel 
workers with Hull families 
so that 24 hour pickets of 
steel stockholders could be 
maintained. 

destroyed by EEC 
TEN YEARS ago Hull was the 
biggest fishing harbour in 
Europe. That was ·before 
Britain joined the EEC and the 
Common Fisheries policy 
reared its ugly head. 

On February I ~th the Fish­
ing Owner's Association 
announced it was going into 
voluntary liquidation. A 
spokesman stated; "Today's 
bombshell is possibly the 
beginning of the end for the 
British fishing industry." 
Heavily subsidised Common 
Market imports are to blame 
for "the annihilation of the 
British industry " he continued. 
" It would appear to be a pol­
itical decision that we are not 

to have a fishing industry." 
The liquidation means red­

undancy for 130 'bobbers' 
who unload the fish and 55 
workers in the Fishing Vessel 
Owners' A>sociation. A further 
3000 - 5000 jobs in associated 
industries - processing, cold 
storage, engineering, food 
and fuel supplies - will also 
be lost. 

Other ports like Aberdeen 
and ·Fleetwood are also at 
risk. Lowestoft is particularly 
threatened by cheap imports 
of Dutch plaice. 

There is only one way to 
stop this and similar destruc­
tion and waste - Get Britain 
out of the EEC. 

¥/ill Britain carry- on in Zimbabwe? Meccano workers carry 
on - Airfix rumbled 

BRITAIN, according to Thatcher, 
has been very busy in Zimbabwe 
acting as the 1honest broker'. 
devising a system of government 
for the natives and generally 
laying down moral principles. 
British and South African troops 
have been monitoring vigorously 
(309 deaths since the January 
4th ceasefire) and British bobbies 
have gone our with umbrellas 
"to gain valuable experience for 
the future". 

It pays to look at why British 
Imperialism il'! prepared to 
devote such thole and energy to 
this monitoring. 

Thousands are still detained 
under martial law; Zanu Patri­
otic Front est\mated a further 
2500 arrests between January 
4 and February 14. 

Between two thirds and three 
quarters of the Zimbabwe econ­
omy (in terms of investment, 
output and profit) Is dominated 
by British, South African and 
US capital. Any threat to this 
investment will have repercus­
sions throughout Africa. In 1978 
British investments in West 
Africa were estimated at £800 
million. Britain's trade with 
black Africa In 1978 totalled-
E 3. 3 billion. In the words of 
Conservative Francis Pym, 
"So far as Africa is concerned 
the communist threat has never 
loomed larger 11

• 

Looking more closely at this 
Thatcher Government's interests 
\n Zlmbabwe, 13 Tory MP's 
have directorships in firms 
operating In Zimbabwe Including 

Commercial Union, Redlffuslon 
and Lonhro. A further 11 have 
interests in firms operating 
there: another 7 are 'consultants' 
to such firms. The Fpreign 
Secretary, Carrington, is an 
ex-director of Rio-T into Zinc, 
Barclays Bank and Cadbury­
Schweppes in Zimbabwe, and he 
retains substantial sharehofdtngs 
and connections in these firms. · 

For fourteen years the Smith 
Regime looked after these inter­
ests of successive British 
governments. The farce of sanc­
tions Is now fully exposed; suffice 
it to quote one recent set of fig­
ures: Turner and Newall (Rho­
desia) the Industrial group, dis­
closed the increase tn their net 
asset value during the years of 
sanctions -from £6. 3m to E 92m. 

Attack on Westminster Hospital (cont'd rrom page one> 

London reconciling teaching 
with service needs" will also 
be made public. The very title 
of the document indicates the: 
thinking behind it, in that it 
is deemed necessary to 
"reconcile" teaching with 
service needs: This document 
is the result of the "findings" 
of several working parties 
which looked into sever<il 
specialties including cardiotho­
racic surgery and cardiology, 
neurology, and radiotherapy 
and oncology (the treatment 
of cancer). 
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The consistant trend of 
attack on the Westminster 
Hospital threads its way 
through these reports. The 
cardia-thoracic report recom­
mends that heart surgery 
ceases at the hospital despite 
two purpose built cardia­
thoracic operating theatres 
and a computer based moni­
taring system for post-opera­
tive care. The local Com­
munity Health Council should 
be ashamed of themselves for 
falling into the trap of saying 
that the money should be spent 
on something else. 

The radiotherapy and on­
cology report recommends 
that the radiology department 
(one of the busiest in London 
and justifiably world famous) 
should close. The working 
party says. that it is too small 
yet they only saw a quarter 
of it since the rest was closed 
because of decorators: It is 
suggested that the department 
be moved across the river to 
St. Thomas' Ho·spital where 
a large, empty radiotherapy 
department with no patients 
awaits its arrival. They didn't 
bother to enquire why that 
department was built. Further, 
it is expected that the ophtal~ 
rriology report will recommend 
that the Westminster cease 
work in this specialty. 

Where, one might ask, 
'To pr:ovidc poor sick people ''1th would that leave the Medical 
necess:u·~- food and physick during School? Without any cardia­
illness to procure them the advice thoracic surgery, radiother­
of physicians or assistance of sur- apy or opthalmology carried 
gcons ::tnd nurses where necessary.' out in the Westminster, even 
From the rtrst page of the West- if the Flowers Report did not 
minster Hospital 1\Iinutes . recommend the closure of the 

Westminster Medical School, 
the University of London 
would have no option other 
than to do so, since it would 
no longer be attached to what 
could be called a teaching 
hospital, in that a large 
number of important compon­
ents to a full medical educa­
tion would not be available. 

The general feeling in the 
Westminster is that it is to 
become an outpost of the St. 
Thomas' Hospital and Medical 
School. Such a move would 
not be due to rationalisation 
for an improved service but 
rather would mean a reduction 
in the quality as well as quan­
tity of health care not only for 
Londoners but also for people 
all over Britain. This is so 
because particularly difficult 
cases are often sent to teach­
ing hospitals where integrated 
teams of doctors, technicians 
and nurses have developed 
special skills over many years. 
The closure of a teaching 
hospital means far more than 
the loss of beds; the destruc­
tion of the teams and common 
expertise would be unquantl­
fiable. 

The staff of the Westminster 
Hospital have already started 
to organise for its defence, 
lead by several world famous 
consultants in a Campaign 
Committee. Plans involving 
ali the unions, the local Com­
munity Health Co unci 1 and it 
is hoped, local residents, are 
underway and an all staff 
meeting has been called by 
the Campaign Committee for 
the 26 February. 

MECCANO workers reaffirmed 
their resolve to keep their 
works in Binn's Road, Liver­
pool, open. A mass meeting 
on Wednesday 13 February 
agreed to continue the occupa­
tion and step up attempts to 
find a buyer. So far a serious 
offer has been made to buy 
the plant by a religious organ­
isation, who plan to run it as 
a cooperative. 

However, the Guru's inner 
eye did not forsee the evil eye 
of capitalism in the Airfix 
boardroom. Airfix are being 
deliberately obstructive to­
wards what the workforce 

understand is an offer that 
would cost Airfix much less 
than closure. They also under­
stand that Alrfix want to con­
tinue making their product 
elsewhere, and want to close 
the Liverpool plant. 

To sell it would only give 
them a competitor, if indeed 
they dare use the Meccano 
name, which it appears is the 
only thing that Airfix ever 
wanted from the factory. 

Having rumbled Airfix's 
intentions the workforce are 
more determined than ever that 
their factory will stay open, 
and will not shut. 

Bookshops 
llman Bookshop (55 Fortess Road, London NWS 

Brighton Workers Bookshop37Gioucester Road, Brighton 
Clarion Books 5 The Precinct.Stanford-le-Hope.Essex 
Main Trend Books 17 Midland Road, St. Philips. Bristol 
Northern Star Book.shop 18A Leighton Street, Leeds 
Basildon Bookstall Tues. Fri, Sat Marketplace 
Hull Bookstall Old Town Market, Saturdays 
Liverpool Bookstall every Thursday Liverpool University 

Public Meetings 
LONDON 

Friday February 29th 

OUR TRADES UNIONS OR THEIR LAW? 

Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, W. C. 1. 
at 7. 30pm 

Bellman Bookshop, 
at 7. 30 pm 

!55 Fortess Road, Tufnell Park, NWS 

Friday March 14 
Friday March 28 

NEWCASTLE 

Thursday March pth 

The economics of destruction 
The future betrayed? Our 
children's inheritance is not 
for sale 

For Britain, For Peace, For Socialism: Out with Thatcher 
Post Office Inn, St Nicholas Street, 
Newcastle. .at 7. 30pm 
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