
UN FALKLANDS VOTE A DEFEAT FOR THATCHER 

WORlD CONDIMNS 
BRITISH IMPIRIAliSI 

THE GOVERNMENT can hold all the parades and Investitures and bang all the big drums It likes, 
the 90 to 12 vote at the UN in support of the Argentine resolution shows that the world condemns 
Britain as a shabby llttle imperlallst power holding on desperately to the fruits of past conquests 
like the south Atlantic island, northern Ireland, Hong Kong and Gibraltar. 

The connection between de- posslblllty of imperlallst re- our money of the Falklands 
clining capitalism in Britain viva!. Thatcher can strut misadventure. This Is are-
and the si.ckening wave of the .world stage proclalmln'g suit of Its bi-partisan lmperl-
jingoism was shown all too the Falklands, or Gibraltar, allst stand on Ireland. It was 
obviously in the City of Lon- or Hong Kong, or wherever a Labour Government that sent 
dan's staging a Falklands to be British because we have the troops Into northern Ire-
jamboree to the glory of allowed her to proclaim the land In 1969. This Is the leg-
Thatcher from which the Brltishness of part of Ireland. acy of years of sordid Involve-
Royal family themselves She can then wage war In pur- ment In repressive wars In 
were excluded, lest they de- suit of such claims because Malaya and Kenya and Aden, 
tract from the ceremonious of our acceptance of the war of collaboration with the US I 
reviewing of her troops by the waged dally In Ireland. In thelr war on the VIetnam-
armed goddess of finance ese people, 

capital. The world condemns Britain The new Spanish Govern-
Uncerplnning all this re- ment demands the return of 

cent activity is the question as a shabby little imperialist Gibraltar to Spain: the Chi-
of Ireland. As Britain 's old- nese have politely but firmly 
est colony Ireland was used power holding on desperately told Thatcher that she ls not 
as a model of exploitation to the fruits of past conquests going to keep hold of Hong 
and an example of further ex- Kong 'In perpetuity', and now 

I Th f II like south Atlantic islands, pans on, e success or a - the United Nations - Including 
ure of this military interven- northern Ireland, Hong Kong the United States - have 
tion to a large extent has de- and Gibraltar supported Argentina's just 
termlned the scope and range clalm to the Falkland Islands, 
of such exploitation and expan- and told Thatcher to come 
sion elsewhere. Nothing shows more clear- down from cloud-cuckoo land 

So today the queiscence of ly the failure of the Parlla- and sit down at the negotiating 
the British working class in mentary Labour Party to table. The rest of the world 
the face of the continuing, oppose Thatcherlsm than Its says no to Thatcher _ when 
often brutal, suppression of silence on the vicious extra- wlll we, the working cla:ss at 
the lrlsh people allows the vagence ln human lives and home, tell her to get out? 

Health-the next phase of battle 
THE FIRST phase of the fight of the health workers against 
Thatcher and her destruction of the NHS ls ending. Their soli
darity l~ a struggle that is vital for the whole working class 
drew into sympathetic ,action many other sections of workers. 
That anti -Thatcher impetus must now be directed to the de
fence of any part of our health service under threat. 

Tt)_e link between pay and 
cuts was made very early on 
in the slx months of the cam
paign. not least because the 
Government had always in
sisted that part of the cost of 
any settlement must be met 
from existing NHS budgets. 

As the fight progressed, 
health workers learned a lot 
about Thatcher and a lot about 
the need for a strong and com
prehensive health service. 
The maln lesson was that• 
Thatcher does not want a 
health service at all. 

So now the workers are 
assessing the situation and 
dealing with the fact that , 
while in terms of winning a 
straight pay claim there will 
not be an outright victory in 
thls dispute without getting e Photo: The Worker 

rld of Thatcher, they have 
already achieved a massive 
victory In conducting a cam
paign, Initially over pay but 
whlch has become a battle for 
the health service Itself and 
a direct challenge to That
cher' s rule, for over slx 
months. 

They have also learnt the 
valuable lesson that the tlme 
when unions fought a yearly 
pay battle. perhaps wlth a 
few skirmishes over condi
tions In between claims, ls 
gone forever. The Health 
Service - or Indeed any other 
Industry - wlll.not again en
joy the l\)Xury of any respite 
from the fight for the future 
until a revolution ls made. 
So 'l~ndlng the dispute" rs nor 
an optlon lf there ls to be a 
Health Service. If one dispute 
comes to an end, that Is only 
because others are already 
taking Its place. For there Is 

Continued on Page 2 

Scunthorpe fights to save steel 
works which dominates town 
SCUNTHORPE Is Steel. The 
steel works, huge ln extent 
and stlll, as yet, very much 
'!live, dominate the town on 
all sides. Everywhere you 
look ln Scunthorpe you see 
steel. The town, as a mod
ern clvlllsed community, was 
built around steel, and lt ls 
Impossible to lmaglne the 
town without lt Only Thatcher 
could lmaglne a body without 
a heart, an advanced coun-
try like Brlraln, without In
dustry. 

Llke Corby, Scunthorpe 
was a Mecca which attracted 
.workers for mlles around, 
who left the land and became 
part of the Industrial prole
tariat. They have never 
quite forgotten their roots, 

and Scunthorpe prides Itself 
on being ' the Garden lnd~s-

. trial Town ', a very pleasant 
combination, a- very clvlllsed 
place. 

No one in Scunthorpe klds 
himself, however, that they 
can return to the land, that 
the Garden can flourish with
out the Industry. That is 
just not on In the late twen
tieth century. So Scunthorpe 
ls fighting, along wlth Shef
field and Ravenscralg. and all 
the other threatened steel 
towns. to save its heart, to 
malntaln a civilised commu
nity, against Thatcher's 
pillage, against Thatcher's 
genocide. 
e Scunthorpe Steelworks. 

Photo: The Worker 



storm into 
Parliament 

THE KEM!RA mine stay down 
strike is now ewer. 31 miners 
spent 16 days underground In this 
New South Wales mine. They re
fused to move until the company 
that owns the mine, Broken Hill 
Propriety (BHP), withdrew sack
ing notices from 400 miners. 

The Kemira strike caught the 
imagination of workers all over 
A ustralla and the pit head was the 
site of a constant vigil of miners 
and thetr" families, ensuring that 
food and hot drink was supplled 
as well as moral support. 

In the final week of the stay 
down strike, miner$ and stf'Jl'l
workers (BHP is a mining and 
steelmaking monopoly) went to 
CaOOerra to force the Fraser 

government to stop 'not Interfer
ing' with market forces and do 
something about unemployment. 

The 800 delegates to Canberra 
leaned against the bul let pr oof 
glass doors Parliament had locked 
against them. Thus bega n a sec
ond stay down strike, this t ime 
in the sacred castle of hot a ir and 
windy verbiage. In 45 minutes 
the prime minister, Fraser, 
agreed to meet a delega tion and 
the 'stor ming of P ar liament' was 
concl uded . 

The shock waves of this action 
hit newspaper editors heavily, 
and all tt.e might of their wisdom 
was rained upon the readership . 
After all, they thundered, It wa!. 
bad enough that the economy was 

fa lling apart without workers de
manding the r ight to keep their 
jobs . 

It was well-known that those · 
workers' de ma nds had caused un
employ me nt in the fi r st place·. 
Certa inly it was not the fa ult of 
capltallsrn. Now worker s wer e 
demanding Immunity fr om the 
punishme nt e ditors had long warn
ed would be meted out if they kept 
fighting for wages . 

The n the sa nc tity of Par liament 

1 
not the place to invade , after all 

· what would become of democracy 
If everyone de ma nded a s ay? One 
editor r ecalled the Basti lle and 
the reply of the Due de Ia 
Rochefa ucauld-Liancourt to King 
Louts' question "Is it a revolt ".? 

"No Sire, it is a revol ution". The 
Wt nter Pa lace was dragged in too. 

The Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, Sir Billy Sned
don s poke to the workers thus, 
"What you did today was to put the 
P arliament at risk. The Parlia-

Now private 

steelworks 

are to close 
FOLLOWING the accelerated 
closure of the public steel Industry 
in Britain, jobs and plant in the 
private sector 'are now als·o sub
ject to government attack. The 
":Jestructlon wrought by Thatcher 

· and MacGregor on BSC works 
country-wide, Is parallelled in 
the private sector under the guise 
of the Department of Industry's 
'private stc.cl sector ralionalls
ation scheme'. 

The lates t threat to our jobs 
and industry under the auspices 
of this scheme is currently under
way in the North West in the form 
of a takeover bid for Manchester 
Steel. This takeover bid threatens 
at le&st 800 jobs along with the 
closure of works In Manchester 
and BIds ton on Merseys ide . 

rnent is for your pr otection. " 
Whether he was heard is not known 
as his histor ic cloth ing has arous
ed much interest. "Who's this 
basta rd In fancy dress?" 

Just like the beleagured'BSC 
plants Ravenscralg and Redcar, 
the Manchester Steel works at 
Beswick also has brand new plant. 
The old pretence tha t plant, be
cause It is old al"'d therefore no 
longer competitive, must be closed 
In favour of more modern equip
ment is now exposed. It is no lon
ger individual antiquated plants 
being run down, but a whole indus
try, old and new. 

The action of the miners and 
s tee lworker~ has st r engthened the 
resolve of organised workers in 
Australia facing the deliberate 
creation of unemployment a nd the 
destruction of manufacture that 
the 'mo neta r ists' prescribe to 
keep capitali sm alive. 

Pope out of Spain Bolshevik Revolution 

We must see the'survival' plans 
proposed for Manchester Steel in 
their true light. These Include sub
stantial job losses and a wage 
freeze for a year after the workers 
had accepted only a 3 per cent pay 
rise this year to try and save their 
jobs. 

Capitalism has no survival 
THE SUPREME Irony of the timing these c lashes. , 
of the Pope's visit to Spain was The new socialist government is 
that \t came i.mmedlately {o\low\ng committed to re l axing Spain's anti-
the election of the first progress- abortion laws and allowing civil 
ive government there for over 40 divorce, both measures which have 
years. The crushing of democracy long been demanded by the Spanish 
in the Spanish Civil War and the people themselves. That inveterate 
many years of fascist repression meddler in all affairs where reac-
which followed had the full backing tion comes up against the force of 
of the Catholic Church, which has progress paid the new government 
oontlnued to do all in its power to the discourtesy in later speeches 
ensure that the Spanish people re- of effectively condemning them to 
mained tn thrall of reaction. eternal damnation~ While urging 

When the Pope recalled, "the respect for the new government, 
well known tensions, sometimes the Pope's main message was that 
leading to open clashes, which have the Church retains the right to 
taken place in the bosom of your interfere in civil matters with the 
society," he omitted to mention old war cries of no abortion, no 
the role of the Church In fermenting contraception, no divorce. 

Health fight. Continued from page 1. 
no safe place to retreat to. 
Health workers cannot with
draw from the battlegrouud 
even if they wanted to, for 
withdrawar in this instance 
would mean handing over the 
health service lock, stock and 
barrel to destruction. 

But there can be no denying 
that health workers and the 
workers who have so staunch
ly marched with them are 
very tired. The change in 
tack eme~ging in several 
parts of the country is there
fore a welcome indication 
that health workers are deter
mined to use the forms of 
organisation built. up during 
the pay flght to draw together 
more people in defence of the 
Service. Union liaison groups, 
focussed on one or more hos
pital or health care units 
made up of health union mem
bers and community organi
sers are coordinating publi
city and workplace action in 
defence of the Health Service. 

Many of the horrific pro
posals for reduction in ser
vices in Oxfordshire have 

been accepted at a meeting 
of the Regional Health Autho
rity last week. Every Dis
trict Health Authority in the 
North West Thames Region 
has been asked to make 
across-the-board savings 
next year up to £8.3 mllllon. 
This can only come through 
wholesale hospital closures 
and sackings. The situation 
Is the same across the coun
try. Health workers areal
ready mobilising to deal with 
these attacks. Our mobilisa
tion will be all the stronger 
now because we have organ
ised the action in the pay bat
tle so successfully. The next 
fight has already begun . 

A further withdrawal of 
labour would have only a 
marginal effect on Thatcher, 
with a considerable impact on 
patients . Healthworkers 
alone cannot rid Britain of 
Thatcher but they have shown 
the rest of the working class 
the way. This renewed pledge 
to the fight sees NHS staff 
open a new front against the 
Government. 

65years of socialism 
AT A Public Meeting held by. the 
Community Party of Brt tain 
(Marxist-Leninist) celeb r ating 
the 65th anniversary of the Bol
shevik Revolution the speaker 
gave a masterly account and 
summary of the issues to be ex
amined. 

The Bolshevik Revolution not 
only changed Rus sia beyond rec
ognition· It changed the whole 
world. Until October 1917 Brt
taln, the oldest capitalist country, 
had been a giant human labora
tory in which "80cfal scientists of 
all descrtptlons had studied the 
contradictions between capital and 
labour·. Brttain w~s the home of 
the largest and most highly or
ganised working class. 

Yet the class contradictions 
engendered by capitali sm led 'to 
revolution first in Russia with a 
numerically small working class. 
What existed In Russia to make 
this pcsslble waa the Bolshevik 
party· no such conununist party 
existed then In Brttaln. 

The Russian Revolution was 
about doing away with exploitation: 
It waa made by workers !n the In
terests of w9rkers . The world 
since 1917 can be divided into those 
for and those against the Soviet 
Union. Since the very inception of 
the USSR the capitalist class has 
been bent on its destruction, des
truction of the 'spectr~' made 
reality. The speaker outlined 
grapblcally the 'attempts to 
'crush Bolshevism in the cradle.' 
The new workers' state was at
tacked on all fronts at its birth 
and these forces were repulsed 
only by the incredible determina
tion of the Russian workers and 
the support of workers through-: 
out the world. In Britain dockers 
refused to load the 'Jolly George· 
and there was the threat of a 

General Strike If Brttlsh troops 
were not withdrawn from the 
USSR. 

But it was not enough for Brit
ish workers to support the work
&1"8 ef"'the USSR . Revolution has 
to be made here in Britain. Under 
capitalism the world stands on 
the brink of nuclear war, total 
destruction. Marx's ll-arntng 
about the •common ruin of the 
contending classes' takes on a 
truly horrtfic significance. Under 
the yoke of capitalism, progress, 
our skllls, our employment must 
be denied us to weaken our organ
isations and power. Our welfare 
state, a hard won and tenuous 

plans for the steel industry in Brit
ain. This can no longer b~ in any 
doubt: the condltlon of the takeover 
of Manchester Steel is the " ... im
mediate closure of its UK steel 
plants and the cessation of 
production . " 

gain under capitalism, is to be 
destroyed- what need of health, 
educated workers ln a deiOOust
rialtsed land? 

The working class with the 
Party in the vanguard must seize 
power, there can be no compro
mise. 

In conclusion the speaker 
said that in celebrating the! r 
revolution the' Russian workers 
would want us to go away with 
the resolve -to do it here, make 
revolution in Britain. 



orial · 0 

THE GOVERNMENT's interpretation of the miners' vote as a 
green light for exacting wage cuts and higher unemployment in 
the public sector explains Tebbit's eagerness tor legislation to 
make every strike decision and the election of every union offi
cial subject to a ,,llecret ballot. 

We have our own ideas about democracy in our unions - and 
in general. 

Workers at the point of production or at workplaces deciding 
in the mass whether to take iOdustrial action over wages or 
conditions or keeping that workplace going at all is one thing. 
Workers by themselves, in their homes, subject to all the pres
sures of rent or mortgage demands, of final notices for ser
vice payments, of the universal condemnation of industrial 
action by newspapers, radio and television is quite another. In 
one case the worker is voting as a productive agent in social 
labour, in the other as a private cons\~r11er on his own. 
· The secret ballot makes any issue a question of individual 

conscience. It is the natural form of bourgeois democracy, an 
expression of the individualism and competiveness of the bour 
geois ethos. The open voting of fellow workers for a course of 
joint action makes any issue a question of working class inter 
est. It is the natural form of proletarian democracy. It is like 
those Russian soldiers in the first World War throwing down 
their rifles and marching home to take part in revolution who 
were described by Lenin as voting with their feet. 

That is not to argue, of course, that the secret ba llot is 
exclusively bourgeois- only that it is one of the dev ices which 
has on the whole served ruling class interests very well as an 
apparently democratic way of keeping things as they are - what 
Marx has described as the right of workers to vote every four 
years on who is to exploit them. It is of this kind of voting that 
the graffiti on Lord Hill's !ridge, north Kensington, says: "If 
voting changed anything, they would make it illegal. " 

A strike can be like a little revolution. While it lasts the 
workers have put an end, at whatever cost to themselves, to 
their exploitation and operate for the duration of that strike a 
dictatorship of the proletariat even if over a very limited area. 
For workers to accept the necessity of having a secret ballot 
before taking such action would be like those revolutionaries 
in Austria who when asked why they had not taken control of 
the central railway station are reputed to have replied that they 
did not have enough platform tickets. 

The south Wales miners took industrial action before when 
pits were threatened with closure and the Government had to 
back off. If Thatcher treats this vote as an invitation to start 
closing down some 40 pits called by the Coal Board's capitalist 
logic 'uneconomic' she will find herself being trampled by a 
lot of .rriners voting with their feet. 

Threadbare 
22,000 jobs in the North West, in 
the stricken textile Industry, are 
on the line. The number of jobs in 
the textile trade has halved In the 
last three years. Many of these 
jobs are, in reality, part-tlme 
jobs with so many firms on short
time working. 

The Manchester-based group, 
Vetona, are making a bid for Car
rington Viyella. ICI, which owns 
49 per cent of Carrington, have 
promised not to sell their share 
but to take a quarter share in the 
new group, 

lf the takeover goes ahead, 
there will be some 'restructuring'. 
But as everyone knows , that means 
redundancy among the 22,000 now 
emplo.ved by the two companies. 

The takeover, lt is said, is an 
attempt to arrest the dow'nwa rd 
spiral of the textile industry. 
which has been in steep decline 
for maQY years. Few are convin
ced, however, that this merger is 
anything but one more step on the 

industry 
road to ftnnl destruction. 

Twenty years ago, the industry 
went into a major 'scrap andre
equip exercise' which closed 400 
mills and cost 100, 000 jobs. The 
saga of closure and redundancy 
has gone on from there. The Car
rington-Viyella group- a result 
of the merger of Carrtngton
Dewhurst and Viyella in 1970-
alone has shed 8000 workers in 
the last two years. 

So swift is the decline that many 
bosses and union leaders are con
vinced that there will be no Brit
ish textile industrv in a ·year or 
two. Both sides of the industry 
constantly call for protection 
against the flood of cheap foreign 
imports . 

The only action being taken, 
however, is to lobby Parliament. 
This is the politics of despair. 
The fight to take on employers and 
the government for the textile 
industry must begin soon or there 
will be no industr.v left to protect. 

Photo: The Worker 

Turnpikes 
PRIVATE main roads could be 
come a reality In Britain if David 
Howell. the Transport Secretary. 
pushes ahead with his Ideas. Civil 
engineering contractors, who have 
been ·lobbying In Whitehall for sev
eral .vears now on this very point,~ 
could well start building the first 
projects before the next election, 
and are already licking their lips 
in anticipation. 

The idea currently being touted 
by the Adam Smith lnsiltute (an 
imposing name for yet another 
Thatcher think-tank) and taken up 
by Howell is that private contract
ors can build the roads, then re
ceive a royalt.v based upon the 
amount of traffic using them. As 
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Thatcher's future roads 
it is en\'isaged that most of the 
Initial roads would be bv-passes 
with heavv usage, such a scheme 
would guarantee an endless stream 
of profit into the pockets of the 
employers, all financed from our 
taxes. 

Running second to this form or 
privatisation Is the toll system, 
which already operates on motor
ways in several European count
ries - and on several bridges in 
Britain too. But there are prob
lems with toll roads: operating 
problems for the capitalists. and 
political problems for the govern
ments who find themselves faced 
with people who object to having 
to pay extra for what should be a 

puhlic c;;('n·icE>. 
The nexl step could be selling

off existing I'ORds. such as· the :'\11. 
and the pro~ressi\'e }'bandonment 
b.v the government or anv respons
lbilit .v for maintli ning the trunk 
road network. IndeE><l. a runrlown 
of existing trunk roacls wOuld help 
shift traffic onto the p1·ivate ones. 

Those who be I ieve that London 
Transport should be subsidised b.\· 
tolls on motorists entering the 
capital should beware: thev are 
contributing to a climate of opin
ion which will bring us back to the 
18th centut·y, with monev to pav 
at each stage of the journev, and 
travel the prerogative of the rich. 
not the right or the workers. 

Workers from the Clydebridge steel works. under threat of closure, on the march organised by the miners, 
rail workers and steel workers which took place In October 1982. Photo: The Worker 

Thatcher to appoint her own 
THATCHER wants to replace 
senior civil servants by political 
appointees and advisors. A report 
(by a political appointee) recom
mends the creation of a new Cabin
et Office headed by outsiders (pol
itical ::•>pointees), and that senior 
civil servants be replaced by pol
itical appointees. Only sweeping 
changes in Whitehall would enable 
Thatcher to achieve her objectives, 
says the report. "How can you have 
a radical government without rad
ically minded officials?" 

With Thatcher's move against 
the civil servjce, the 'executive', 
the steps towards a completely 
unaccountable and uncontrollable 
dictatorship go one step further. 
Already the Prlme Minister in 
Britain has an enormous amount 
of concentrated power. 

On matters of defence and for
eign affairs, most important 
thirw;e are kept secret evf.tt from 
MPs. On questions of finance, the 
crucial question of all, MPs have 
no control -except to debate. In 
the words of Tony Benn, the Com
mons is shrinking back to the 
'role of ex post-facto auditor of 
decisions already made, leaving 
government MPs with nothing to 
do l>ut troop through lobbies In 
endless votes of confidence'. 

Onl.v the Prime Minister knows 
the full extent of the security 
services'aclivities- in recent 
times even MPs' phones have been 
tapped without their knowledge. 
The Prime Minister, once ins
talled, has total authority over 
who shall wield power - she ap
points and dismisses. at will, 
2:l cabinet ministers.:l2 ministers 
of state, 52 junior ministers, the 

chairmen of nationalised indust
ries. She has already appointed 
over half the civil service's 
permanent secretaries. 

But she wants more power, 
more exclusive control, and that 
is what the move for political 
appointees Is all about 

She has shown her intentions 
with her treatment of her own 
cabinet, dismissing anyone who 
dares even to question a polic.v, 
creating cabinets within cabinets, 
inner committees within commit
tees when she couldn't get her 

own way. She will not brook anv 

opposition, from anv quarter. 
She must be allowed'to achieve 
her objectives'. 

She seized power with the 
votes of less than :\:l per cent of 
the electorate - on a platform 
which should be banned bv the 
Advertising Standards Authorit.v 
if it weren't called 'polit ics' . 
She uses the British Constitution 
to say she has a mandate to des
trov Britain. Now she turns on 
the con~tttution itself. Citizens -
beware: 

TAXES AND INFLA TION 
NO MATTER what the Government 
tells us, lt Is almost inevitably 
true that the opposite Is the case. 
Their claim that they have re
duced the burden of taxation on 
working people is a good example 

ln a set of figures recently 
released by the Treasury it was 
revealed that everyone except the 
very rich is paving between A and 
17 per cent more in taxes now than 
four years ago. Those fortunate 
enough to be earning five times 
the national average. and that 
must number precious few Worker 
readers, have had their tax bill 
cut by about fi} per cent. 

Doubtless as a pre-election 
gambit the Chanct·llor of the Ex
chequer will gi\·e us some sort or 
tax cut in the next hudg"et. But one 
thin~;- that we can he sure or is that 
1t will JlOl be enouJ.{h to hring us 
back to the j:Osition before That
cher was clecterl. 

The same is true of inflation. 

We are to ld that the rate of Inflat
ion is going clown. The London 
evening newspaper The Stanrlard, 
even had a headline 'Prices Down'. 
But it does not mean that prices 
are going down· just that the_v are 
not going up so fast. Like taxes 
we have seen prices soar. and 
much of that is due to indil'ect 
taxes like VAT. in orcler to be 
brou!{ht down ag-ain. And at the 
cost to the countr.v or four million 
unemployed. and a devastated ind
ustrial base. 

For Thatcher th is straleP:.\' has 
achieved its purpose in as much as 
these relentless presAllres simp ly 
to SUI'\' i\'e in firitain toflav ha\'e 
causecl people to question thei•· 
\'en· worth. :\at onlv in terms of 
how much thev expect to earn. hut 
also education for their chilclrerL 
hen.lth. cull ure. o1· even-the most 
basic ri~rht to \\'OI'k. The talents of 
our .voun~ people are turned into 
disaffection and nihilism. 



Queen's Speech a circus : we want bread Transport Bill 
will spell 
disaster for 
cheap fares 

SINCE the last Queen's 
Speech, a year ago, 300,000 
workers have lost their jobs. 
In the three months March
june of this year !82,000 jobs 
were lost. Thus the rate of 
job-loss Is acceler(ltlng even 
before the winter months take 
their traditional toll. These 
figures are a monument to 
our neglect. 

The State Opening of Par
liament tool< place against the 
background of the miners' 
ballot decision and BL work
ers · acceptance of a two -year 
pay deal. The latter hearten
ed Thatcher who saw It as 
"a vote of confidence in gov
e'rnment policy", despite 
evidence to the contrary sirice 
that decision. No matter; the 
decision by miners and car 
workers for indecision means 
that Thatcher 's time In office 
Is lengthened. The!r prefe
rence for an easy life means 
that the task for the rest of 
the working class, especially 
those In struggle with the 
Government, is that much 
harder. 

Cut-price bargains 
The cut-price selling off of 

public resources to private 
Interests Is set to continue. 
Redundancies and Industrial 
contraction are the Intended 
result of this 'prlvatlsation· 
at British Telecom, British 
Shipbuilders and British Air
ways , If we allow lt. Thatcher, 
however , recognises that sev
eral more years are needed 
to complete this process, If 
we allow her. 

ells Into capital building pro
grammes are part of that 
same manoeuvre. The inten
tion is that a number of the 
450,000 unemployed building 
trade workers be In work by 
spring. That Industry, be
cause It Is so labour-Intensive 
Is the easiest to massage Into 
an apparent 'boom' . 

The Chancellor, Howe, has 
about £3000 million to squirt 
through the economy, much 
In the form of tax cuts. But 
since 1979 hls government 
has taken £6000 million extra 

In tax out of people's pockets . 
The majority are paying up to 
17 per cent more In tax than 
they were before this 'tax
cutting' government entered 
office The extra £4000 
million he wlil have with the 
abolition of the NHS and the 
Introduction of private health 
Insurance, proposals from 
t he 'think tank', is an Issue 
that has been pushed on to 
t he back-burner, for now. 

The Queen 's Speech Is a 
ritua li sed occasion more 
likely to draw public ity to the 

monaich than analysis of con
te nt. We wa nt bread but we 
get a circus . Glittering re
ga lity atop grim real ity. As 
usual, the former got the 
headlines. Ethereal journal
Ism cannot capture that mo
ment of historical Irony; that 
a constitutiona l monarchy is of 
less worry to us now than the 
'divi ne right ' of a prime min
Ister. If under the one we are 
supposed to exist as subjects, 
under the other we live as 
slaves. It Is no way to live 
in the 1980s. 

THE GOVERNMENT'S White 
Paper and Transport Bill an
nounced by Howell, the Secret
ary of State for Transpqrt, Is 
Intended to destroy cheap pub
lic road transport throughout 
Britain. 

Supposedly the Bill was iq
troduced in response to the 
chaos resulting from the ces
sation of the "fares fair" policy 
in London. 

There is no chaos In public 
transport elsewhere In Britain. 
The situation in London was 
directly caused by the Govern
ment inspired attack on what 
after all was only a forward
looking transport policy of the 
GLC, used successfully else
where in Britain and around 
the world. 

Guidelines 
The Transport Bill, when 

law, will direct local authorit
Ies to keep fare subsidies at 
a 'reasonable le vel ' - it says 
nothing aoout keeping fa res at 
a reasonable level. 

Thus the latest programme 
of legislation has been assem
bled with a 1983 general elec-

Stanfords strike saves hard won gains 

The 'guidelines ' set out In 
the White Paper set spending 
targets far below those envis
aged by the local transport 
authorities , and In the way that 
this government enforces 
guidelines will result In mas
sive fare Increases and con
traction of services throughout 
Britain. 

tion In mind. The sudden THE AFTERMATH of the attempt have come out on strike tn s upport 
of a colleague dismissed a month 
ago. With management refWJ&l to 
recognize the TGWU came an at
tempt to lengthen the working week 
(which for many Include• 6 day 
working) . Despite assurances that 
no sackings would take place - a 

lowering of Interest rates Is an to unlonlse the Foyle• bool<shop 
electoral manoeuvre; the In- has seen a stepping up of the emp-
slstence by Thatcher that lo- toyers' attempt to root out trade 
cal authdrttles have invested untonlsm ln the retatl booktrade In 
£1600 million less than they Lorxlon . 
could, and Heseltlne's para!- Workers at Stanford&, there-
let attempt to pressure coun- nowned map shop in central London .. 

Civil Servants to 
consider strike as 
part of their 
new pay campaign 
THE SOCIETY of Civil and Publlc 
Servants wlll consider the use of 
strike action i.n support of their 
1993 pay campaign at a conference 
in Birmingham on 6 and 7 Decem
ber . They are the second largest 
civil service union and tt Is antic
Ipated that almllar proposals will 
be put forward by the other civil 
service unions ; the CPSA ·and the 
msF. 

These unions are obvto'usly pre-
pared to grasp the nettle from the 
start and kick firmly Into touch 
the government's stated target of 
a 3! pe~ cent pay rise 1>Bxt year 
for some public sector workers . 
It Is to be hoped that other public 
sector unions , such as the teach
ers and college lecturers , who 
have acceeded to low se-ttlements 
with little or no action over the 
past two years will , this time , 
join forces with the civil servants 
and show that they too are prepar
ed to fight on pay , 

The time for believing ln cash 
limits, the threats of job losses 
if pay settlements are high enough 
Is long gone, Only by fighting for 
a decent standard of living will 
these groups of workers retain 
their dignity, the standards of 
their jobs and, therefore , make 
them worth fighting for. 

Workers fight spy cameras, 
alarms and guards in Slough 
FOR MORE than 3 months have now agreed to cease 
workers in the General and trading with Heathfleld for 
Municipal Workers ' Union at the duration of the dispute. 
Heathfleld 's, an electric ca- The action has prompted 
ble drum manufacturer In several physical attacks on 
Slough, have been locked out the pickets both outside the 
In a pay dlaput;e. Against the factory and at their homes. 
workers picketing the factory The pollee have offered no 
are ranged spy cameras, alarm protection against lntlmldat-
bells and security guards. ion of black and asian pickets 

The dispute began on 15 from racist organisations 
july when 21 GMWU workers who have taken the side of 
In one department decided to the company. 
work at production levels In essence the dispute Is 
which were below the compa not unusual In that It provides 
ny 's "productivity targets" In ample Illustration c! the 
pursuit of a pay claim. That reaction in this country that 
evening the company delivered Thatcherlsm has brought 
dismissal notices direct to the about. However, the workers 
workers homes. In this dispute are not prepar-

The following morning all ed to tolerate 19th century' 
were locked out and their jobs attitudes and are united In 
were being done at a substan- their object! ve of attaining 
tlally reduced rate by un- re-Instatement. 
trained juvenile labour that As one picket said, 'The 
had been recruited through trade union and labour move-
th<o MEP Agency In Reading. ment wlll .not be defeated by 

By 26 july the remaining an employer like Heathfleld 
1 7< GMWU members at who tries to turn workers 
Heathfleld' s were called out against workers and black 
in support and were also against whites. " 
Subsequently sacked. Since . Not surprisingly the com-
this time the factory has been pany have now increased the 
picketed seven days a week, wages of the rest of the work-
and as a consequence of force due to the pressure by 
pressure by other unions .In those who have been locked 
the area several companies out. The dispute continues . 

shop steward who opposed the uni
lateral lntroduct\on of longer work
ing hours was dismissed. The 
workers who only In June voted to 
join the TGWU promptly struck 
galnl~ Immediate official 
recognition, 

Since the transport fares In 
London were doubled, Lond
on 's roads have become even 
more jammed as commuters 
return to using their cars, and 
bus and tube schedules have 
been contracted such that one 
is in danger of having one's 
ribs broken trying to get on 
a tube train in all the crush. 

.:De-shop Is completely shut 
down and no deliveries are taking 
place and the owners have been 
forced to negotiate through ACAS, 
The workers learning from the THE WORKER 
Foyles experience and at the Col-
lets chain where redundancies were Itr~:: :t~~:~~~~~;o;atse the 
recently beaten and a large wage P om 5p 
rtse won, are standing ftrm, the to lOp (a~ from issue No. 36 , 14th 
heat remedy for the employers' October,l982). The annual sub-
polson, scription has therefore been raised 

to £12 . 00, and the rate for 6 
Photo: Andrew Wiard (Report) months to £6. 00 . 

Bookshops 
Bellman Bookshop !55 Fortess Road, London NW5 

Northern Star Bookshop 18A Leighton Stree't, Leeds 

Clarion Books 5 The Precinct, Stanford-le-Hape, Essex 

· Basildon 'Bookstall Tues, Frl, Sat, Marketplace 

Public Meetings 

LONDON 

Friday 19 Nov 
7. 30 pm 

MANCHESTER 

. Friday 12 Nov 
7. 30 pm 

Revolution - The Future for Youth 
Bellman Bookshop, 155 Fortess Rd , NW5 

Building the Party for Revolution
Our Only Choice 
Briton's Protection , Gt Bridgewater St 

6 months £6 . 00 
I ihj','trt"VJI ::.:.-:- -------· -- 1 year £12 . 00 
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