
Striking civil servants have demonstrated that 
Thatcher can be separated from the government machine. 
State employees are taking on the state. 

The NATO war-game 
''Operation WINTEX" was 
planned as a full-scale 
rehearsal for war. Civil 
Servants have shown peace 
can be imposed. Key Mini­
stry of Defence staff have 
struck, wrecking the exer­
cise and leaving Thatcher 
like a naughty child who has 
had her toy removed. Indus­
trial action at Faslane (Scot­
land) and other centres has 
paralysed the Polaris 
programme. 

We can do without the 
EEC. Customs officers 
have imposed a unilateral 
withdrawal for a time 
through action in West Coast 
ports and on the northern 
Ireland border that severely 
disrupts import/ export 
traffic from Eire. The 
action will frustrate the 
system of payments behind 
the cumbersome EEC Com­
mon Agricultural Policy. Nor 
did a threat of suspensions 
in Liverpool intimidate 
customs workers - it was 
met by walkouts of Civil 
Servants all over Britain. 

The key to success will 
be maintaining the impres­
s! ve unity that has been 
shown. On March 9th pick­
ets were manned in parts of 
Whitehall by members of the 
First Division Association -
giving the lie to Fleet 
Street's slanderous picture 
of effete bureaucrats. 

Threats of suspension of 
customs workers in Liver-

pool led on Thursday and 
Friday to instant walkouts of 
Civil Servants throughout 
the country. Meetings of 
2000 workers in Liverpool 
and Edinburgh showed witl>kl 
hours that Civil Service 
workers won't stand for 
victimlsation and that That­
cher has a fight on her hands. 

And it's entirely in char­
acter (and the decision was 
clearly a Ministerial one) 
that Thatcher should pick on 
four teenage trade unionists 
of only a few weeks standing 
and equally characteristic of 
the class that their response 
was Immediate defiance. 

That the Government 
sought through the Press to 
underplay the success of the 
Civil Servants' one day strike 
Is no surprise to Ci vii Ser­
vice workers who know very 
well the significance of the 
massive response on the 9th. 

That understanding in 
action was displayed through­
out the service as members 
of the First Division Assoc­
iation (the so-called White­
hall mandarins) thrust leaf­
lets into the faces of scab 
workers at Headquarters 
Offices. 

The "inevitable trouble on 
the picket line" was short­
lived after a member of the 
public was arres1ed for abu­
sing a striker. 

The momentum continues 
and as workers all over the 
country get the taste of battle 
the Government is beset by 
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Pickets outside the Brltlsh Museum explain to tourists why it is closed, Photoo The Worker 

lightning closures, refusals 
to use the telephone, and the 
chaos that overtime bans 
cause as at the Hayward Gal­
lery where drivers are throw­
ing exhibition schedules into 
disarray. 

Equally Important are 
areas of select! ve strike 
action which, although not 
apparent to the public, are 
hitting the Government hard. 

The Union's policy of sen­
sory deprivation is taking 
shape nicely. Inland Revenue 
workers at the PA YE com­
puters at Shipley and Cum­
bernauld and VAT computer 
staff at Southend are stopping 
the flow of funds and comple­
mentary action at the Pay-

contd. P.4 (Col. 1) 

Traitor's Budget 
£5000, 000, 000 INCREASE in taxation by a Government pledged 
to cut taxes. 

Rising prices from a Government pledged to fight inflation. 
More unemployment from a Government pledged to help 

industrial recovery. 
The reaction was dramatic. 

Two years of pent up venom 
against Thatcher poured out 
of the newspapers despite all 
editorial efforts to control it. 
Millions turned off their TV 
and radio to escape the sound 
of Thatcher's screeching. 
Even gutless Tory MPs spoke 
out against her latest rampage. 

employment will pay more 
income tax, but many people 
will pay less tax because they 
will have no income to tax" 
says 'l;he Times. Or "If tax 
is to be applied regressively 
this year and in future, the 
poverty trap into which the 
unemployed are locked will 
become even more depress­
ing and disastrous" from 
the Financial Times. 

Thatcher is determined 

Teachers must denounce 7.5 per cent 

The only support in the 
land came from the addle­
pared Institute of Directors. 
Employers throughout Britain 
expressed their disgust and 
there was even revolt in the 
Cabinet. Ministers demanding 
to be involved in budget dis­
cussions can't be trusted: 

to destroy industry and make 
recovery impossible. This is 
not a question of mistaken 
economics but a deliberate 
planned destruction of an 
economy and the impoverish­
ment of a population. It is 

TEACHERS nil over the 
country are angrily asking, 
"why the haste over the 
teachers' pay settlement?" 
And everyone is agreed that 
7~ per cent is just not enough. 

The profession will have 
the opportunity of overturning 
the disastrous decision of 
their negotiators when the 
NUT meets at a Special Sal­
aries Conference on March 
21st. 

The budget has on! y con­
firmed the vi~w that there is 

no survival for teachers under 
the Thatcher regime. A paltry 
7~ per cent is a shot in the 
arm for the Prime Minister. 

The premature settlement 
in the Burnham Committee i" 
made more shameful by the 
broad range of factors which 
demand that teachers join the 
battle. 

Only last September the 
teachers achieved a relatively 
high level of pay after pro­
tracted efforts. The Sept­
ember salaries are worthy of 

defence, but the 7} per cent 
is an immediate erosion. 

The teachers have long had 
a close affinity with the civil 
servants over pay. The civil 
servants are fighting and the 
teachers must join them. 

Above all, teachers were 
scarcely aware that their 
negotiations had begun. Their 
discontent with their economy 
is growing daily. The settle­
ment ls premature. On March 
21st the teachers should 
denounce it. 

It was as if the budget had 
suddenly revealed the Govern­
ment' s strategy - the pillage 
of a nation. This was to have 
been kept quiet, hidden behind 
endless talk of money supply, 
world recession and the fight 
against inflation·. Now all Is 
starkly revealed. 

Thatcher is determined to 
bleed us dry with a mixture 
of taxation, unemployment 
and inflation - a purpose 
built depression. "Those in 

a traitor ' s plan that must be 
smashed a long with its 
shameless perpetrators. 

"The fall in spending 
power for most people is 3 or 
4 per cent. Those who think 
the Chancellor has let them 
off lightly are living in a 
fool's paradise. " Again 
from the Financial Times 
which estimate the increase 
in income tax a lone to be 
£2. 500, 000, 000. 

--------- -----------
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Thatcher right 
on course with 
Budget cuts 
HOWE'S budget at firSt gl ance 
appears to be a failure of the 
Tory government, a m istake 
bringing down the wrath of the 
CBI anJ Tory backbencheiS as 
well as the TUC and the Labour 
Party. But is it so? 

Thatcher, known only for hats 
with more dead birds and artifi­
cial flowers than any other of the 
:hang em flog em' brigade at the 
Tory Women's Conference but 
never for acumen or the capacity 
of some efficient Tory women 
politicians, was catapulted into 
the leadership of the Tory Party 
for one reason only: to destroy 
the Unions, so emascUlating the 
working class and prepare for 
the l ast crusade. The Holy War 
against Bolshevism in all its 
forms. 

The new finance capitalists 
have no further use for most 
workers which means, as the 
CBI have belatedly discovered, 
no. further use for some indust­
rial capitalists. Without work­
ers, manufacturers are redun­
dant. But shall we then put ashes 
on our heads and cry 'woe is me' 
because ICI profits have fallen? 

For two years the policies 
shrieked have produced 3 million 
unemployed, a number steadily 
growing. Thatcher talks of 
'shaking out' workers; in the 
first world war it was 'combing 
out' so, i n the Tory mind, work­
ers have progressed from lice 
to fleas! She is doing exactly 
what her masters i nstructed her 
to do. Moneterism with those two 
geriatric stumblebums, Hayek 
and Friedman is a mere smoke ­
screen. It is the old badger 
game. The nark attracts the 
attention of the dupe while he is 
being robbed of all he possesses. 

The taxes on beer, tobacco, 
petrol, are a diversion, people 
are supposed to expend their 
wrath on those. Every budget of 
every government robs the poor 
to give to the ri ch. That is what 
budgets are for. This govern­
ment has cl awed back more 
wealth from the working class 
than any ruler since Richard I 
who bankrupted the country to 
pay for his Crusades. What 
happened to it? ln spite of the 

lies we know inflation is going 
up, all taxes includi ng income 
tax are greater than ever before 
prices are higher, people are 
being reduced to the poverty 
level even when at work and· un­
employment escalates 

As Britain is destined to be 
the aircraft carrier of the USA 
why is industry or an industrial 
workiQg class necessary? 
Some Tory MPs from rural areas 
areas are becoming worried 
about their role. Shore for the 
Labour Party gives an able but 
hollow criticism of the Budget, 
the CBI lashes out with a feather. 
All these are straws in the wind 
and certainly show that this crew 
in power are unskilled After all 
Hitler was loved until he lost. 

The working class has to do 
the job itself, get rid of the Tory 
government and any other rubb­
ish that comes after. After a ll 
the Russians did it against all 
expectation in 1917. This is 
stilt the spectre haunting the 
capitalist world. The South 
Wales miners showed the way. 
'They said 'no' and the Great 
Crusade r s fe ll back li ke a swatt­
ed bluebottle. 

[HistoricNoteS] Pioneering work of 'The Lancet' 
'THE LANCET' was founded by 
by Thomas Wakley, a young 
docto r who had become interest­
ed in medical journalism, in 
1 823 . His life -long concern·ests 
was the exposure of medical 
abuses and the promotion of 
good praCtices. 

At that time the Royal College 
of Surgeons was r un by the sur­
geons of a few ~ondon teaching 
hospitals. To become a member 
of the college a student had to 
attend two courses· of lectures 
for whi ch he had to pay a high 
fee. The lectures were given by 
the same surgeons who made the 
rules. Lectureships were, · of 
course, pas sed on by cepotism. 
'The Lancet' began to publish 
weekly verbatim reports of some 
of these lectures to make them 
av ailable to all students without 
fee. It also reported cases from 
hospitals, i nc luding examples of 
surgical incompetence. Although 
he was sued several times, 

Walde_,. never paid more than 
nominal Jam:tges. 'The La ncet' 
became incre:tsingl_,. respected 
for its fearless advocacy of re­
form and gqod practice. 

In 1855 Wakely was elected 
to parliament as an ind ependent 
member for Finsbu ry . Hi s 
first major speech, two and a 
half hours long, was a closely 
, argued and impass ioned state­
me nt on bclhalf of the Tolpuddle 
martyrs. 'I11is advocacy was a 
turning poi ilt in the movement 
for their release. 

Wakle :r played a major part 
in setting up the Committee of 
Enquiry into the State of the 
Medical Profession in 1834. 
The evidence, all reported in 
'The Lancet' , included the con­
stitution of the med ical colleges, 
the t raining of docto rs, the 
treatment of the sick poor, the 
management of institutions in­
cluding workhouses and asylums, 
both public and private, the 

arm.\· a nd nav.v medical serv1ces, 
the sale, use :wd abuse of drugs . 
The major leg-.cy of his work 
was the ::\ledicnl Act of 1858 , 
which set up the General !\ Ied­
i c:11 Cot1ncil ~ through which, 
even today, doctors are recog­
ni sed as qualified in their pro­
Cessio~. 

He loathed the new Poor Law 
Acts which made poor relief 
solely obtainable in workhouses , 
and 'The Lancet' published stati­
st ics whic h showed that the poor 
and elderly survived longer in 
the ir own homes than i,P insti ­
tutions, and he exposed fearlessly 
the terrible conditions in work­
houses and the rottenness of the 
care of the sick poor. Th~t battle 
was finally won in 1 948. 

In 1851 'The Lancet' began to 
publish a se ri es of a nalyses of 
food adulterat ion, which was rife. 
a nd unregulated . His unremitt­
ing campaign, where coffee, su­
ga r, flour , vinega r , butter and a 

hoSt of other commodit ies came 
under sc rutiny, finall _,. led to a 
series of Food and Drug Acts. 
Wak~e_,. expos ed rned ical quacks, 
sometimes challenging them to a 
public e');h ibition in which he 
could control the conditions . 
Not one of them accepted. 

One of the major reforms 
W:tkle.v f0t1ght for was that the 
post of coroner shot1ld be open 
onl.v to medi cally qualified men. 
He had long been disturbed by 
the gross er:rors in decisions 
made by coroners mainly due to 
their complete medical ignora nce. 
A liberal reformer of the best 
ki nd Wakley was always anxious 
that food should be taxed ns lit tle 
as possibl e , mai ntaining that 
'material happiness led to moral 
rectitude'. 
'The Lancet' itself continues to 
flourish, one of the foremost 
medical journals in the world, 
and continuing in the traditions 
of its founder . 

International Women's Day celebrated despite march bon Women fight 
for their rights MARCH 8 has been Internat ion­

al Women' s Day for the last 
70 years. All ove r the world, THE NUMBER of women in 
women have used thi s day to t rade unions in Britain has 
demonstrate their demands, doubled in the la st 12 years. 
and to celebrate their s trength. That in itself is a milestone 
The activities pla nned in th is in the hi story of the labour 
country for 198! included a movement . It is the con soli -
march in central London. Thi s dation of years of struggle 
was stopped by Whitelaw 's ban against the ideas of "womens 
on all marches in the London work", "pin money". The 
area. strength of organised women 

But the Police could not pre- extracted the Equal Pay Act 
vent several thousand women and r eforms against dis -
from assembling in Hyde Park, crimination and yet it is sti ll 
a nd then walking in small groups the case that women are con-
a long the route planned for the centrated in a narrow range 
march, chanting a nd s inging as of low paid jobs. 
they went. Banners were not Thatcher's attack on 
allowed to be carried, so wom- British workers has been 
en draped the m over their aimed especially at women. 
shoulders until, like the one Maternity benefits were the 
shown in the photo, they were first cuts to be made by this 
confiscated by the Police. All Government. Women are now 
~e~ busloads of police even more likely to lose their 
were on hand to break up any jobs than men. 
groups which looked too large, Of course there is the 
and ringed T rafalgar Square Thatcherite regress ion of 
for the rally. "back to the kitchen", but 

Many women were wearing essentially the policy is that 
the old suffragette colours of a worker's place is on the 
purple green and white , and at dole queue regardless of sex 
the rally, the banners were or anything e lse. 
finally raised as a background The fact that the Eq ual Pay 
for speeches a nd s inging. and Sex Discrimination laws 
Photos: The Worker. have not improved the lot of 

British and US plans split NATO 
women does not mean that they 
are of no importance. They 
represent so many years of 
struggle but the fight must 
continue. What must not hap­
pen is a s lipping back through 
disillusion with laws. Women 
workers continue· to organ ise 
themselves along with men in 
trade unions. 

UPROAR and disbelief greeted 
Thatcher's call for a rapid dep­
loyment force in the Persian 
Gulf. But it was not just the 
Saudis, one of whose official pap­
ers wrote "the aim is to domin­
ate". 

Opposition to the Thatcher­
Reagan plan was expected, but 
le_ss so from Chance llor Schmidt, 
who has, however, welcomed the 
Soviet peace proposals emanat­
ing from the latest Party Co ng-­
ress, and is calling for Reagan 
to take up the offer of an immed­
iate summit for peace with Pres­
ident 13rezhnev. This Reagan has 
flatly refused. 

Thatcher, who is obviously not 
taken so seriously by the Russians 
was not give n that pleasure, and 
so had to make much of being 
rude to Popov, the Russian am­
bassador who was prese nting a 
personal letter from President 
Brezhnev to the leaders of NATO . 
She is the only European head of 
state to react in this way. 

Schimdt, like Giscard in 
France, is pursuing a policy quite 
different from Thatcher's,having 

defeated in the last e lectio n That­
cher's German counterpart, 
Strauss. Strauss ' li'ne for arms 
expenditure and war was rejected 
decisively by the German elector­
ate - a wise use of their votes. 

The British budget is for a 5 
per cent increase in real terms 
of arms spending, But the econ­
omic cris is in Germany (for there 
too there is mass unemployment, 
though at a level low'er than in 
Britain) has met with a quite dif­
ferent response. Urgent meetings 
have been held of top ministers 
to dec ide how to cut military ex­
penditure rather than soc ial spen­
di ng. Germany will be nowhere 
near the proposed NATO 3 per 
cent annual increase in arms spe n­
ding (only Britain and the USA 
take this seriousl.v). 

West German arms spend ing 
is crippled by its project to buy 
322 Tornado aircraft which, with 
predictably escalati ng costs, has 
already eate n up a quar te r of the 
enti re arms budget. Nor is that 
budget to be increased. The Ger­
man government has flatly refus­
ed to have anything to do with the 

fund i ng of Thatcher's rapid dep­
loyment force. 

European capitalists a nd the ir 
goverrunents, who wish to pre:­
serve the old cap ita lism with its 
pro duct ion of commerc ial prod­
ucts for simple profit, refuse to 
be eaten up by the arms economy 
of a Thatcher or a Reagan. The 
cripp ling taxation of the British 
budget will raise pounds for ord­
ers and subsidies to weapons 
manufacturers. 

ln Fr ance, Giscard, who is on 
talking terms with the Russians, 
de lightedly seized on the total 
mess Thatcher i.s in over her bud-
get, and de nounced her'monetar­
ist madness' . Her failure has 
damaged the cause of the openly 
pro-Thatcher Chirac. 

The tremendous defeats inflict­
ed on Thatcher recently, hence 
her obvious failure, and h.er un­
dignified and isolated position 
internationally, should help to 
t urn votes away from Chirac in 
f rance, and deprive her of a bad ­
ly needed ally. French voters will 
surely not be bl ind to the danger 
she, through Chirac, represents. 

The inability of laws to 
put a n e nd to discrimination 
that capitalism thr ives on is 
well known. The laws were 
passed in the first place to 
divert women struggling for 
equal pay at Fords. That 
they did not do this was 
shown by the famous struggle 
at Trice. The way the Trice 
women used the law i s imp­
ortant - they didn't go to a 
tribunal, they went out of the 
factory until they got the 
equal pay the law was sup ­
posed to enshrine. At the 
same time they broke the 
slavish acceptance of the 
social contract that embraced 
the labour movement. 

ironical as it may seem, 
Britain's first woman Prime 
Minister i s the biggest bar­
rier to the progress of 
women's equa lity. 
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The simplest explanation of this anti-working class budget is 
that Thatcher is taking out of our hides as unorganised con­
sumers what as organised workers we forced on the Govern­
ment in the way of increased investment in basic industries 
like coal and steel. In punishing us for these industrial vic­
tories she has not only increased inflation but has also raised 
income tax and, at the Same time, extended it downwards to 
the worse off - in spite of protestations ad nauseam that the 
Government's absolute priorities were to lower inflation and 
reduce income tax to provide incentives. 

As we have said before: from her point of view only money 
in the pockets of workers is inflationary. It must be taken 
away from them and handed over to the capitalists because 
theirs are the only incentives she cares about - incentives not 
to make things for general use but just to make even more 
money. However this budget did not even give any support to 
industrialists, with the CBI now making strong complaints 
about the bare 2 per cent reduction in MLR and the insignifi­
cant measures to help small businesses. 

This budget and the whole monetarist policy it reflects 
must also be seen ln an international context . The budget 
Reagan has just presented to the US Congress - massive cuts 
in all forms of public expenditure on social benefits for the 
working class, falling most severely on the poorer sections -
is an exact replica of the Thatcher Government's first budget 
two years ago. Like follows like, and Reagan too has enor­
mously increased expenditure on armaments and military aid 
to 'friendly' governments like the violently repressive junta 
in E l Salvador. 

Monetarism, and all other nostrums based on returning to 
the pure milk of laissez-faire capitalism by wiping out all the 
reforms brought about by the working class to make capitalism 
tolerable, is simply anti -communism. It is weak capitalism 
lashing out at its most feared enemy - revolutionary socialism. 
We have had it all before witll Hayek and his ilk during the 
previous Cold War. 

THE VAST majority of public 
bus services In England and 
Wales are owned by the National 
Bus Company, but operated by 
local organisations such as the 
Bristol Omnibus Company, which 
are subsidised to a greater or 
lesser extent by local authority 
funds. 

Thatcher's attack on public 
services such as schools, hos­
pitals, housing and so on, has 
naturally found its complement 
In the denial of responsibility for 
public transport by local -author­
Ities. 

The government's 'break-even' 
dictum as applied to bus services 
has meant withdrawal of subsidies 
increases in fares, cuts in man­
ning and overheads (such as the 
number of bus depots), and plans 
for the effective destruction of 
these essential services. 

Attempts to enforce these reac­
tionary measures against the will 
of busworkers and passengers 
alike have led these authorities 
into direct confrontation with the 
unions, and in particular with 
TGWU branches which deal with 
bus crews. 

In the case of Bristol, this 
meant suspending or sacking bus 
workers through unconstitutional 
disciplinary pro ceedings - a duty 
steward is bound to attend all 
disciplinary hearings - and then 

..J.ocklng out all drivers and clipples 
when the union announced its 

refusal to accept such highhand­
edness. 

For twelve days up to 21 Feb­
ruary, Bristol busworkers 
refused to return to work unless 
the issue of higher fares was put 
up for negotiation; the company 
refused to end the lock-oUt unless 
the union accepted increised 
fares as a fait accompli. Talks 
with ACAS broke down because 
the local company refused to call 
NBC officials to negotiate In the 
dispute. In the end, suspensions 
and sackings were withdrawn, 
after the Issue had attained a 
certain prominence in the national 
press, althOugh the condition 
that higher fares be accepted has 
prevailed. 

In other parts of the country, 
local authorities have taken res­
ponsibility for cheap, efficient 
local services, despite cowardly 
suggestions that they can expect 
Rate Support Grants to be cut as 
a punishment. 

In London, West Midlands, 
Tyne and Wear, South Yorkshire, 
West Yorkshire, Greater. 
Manchester and Merseyside, 
campaigns are currently under 
way to freeze or even cut public 
transport fares, and examples 
are being cited of towns and 
districts (such as Sheffield or 
Woodsprlng, Bristol) where 
subsidised services with cheap 
fares are in great demand by 
psssengers, and are highly• 

valued by ail the local working 
population. · 

An enquiry has been called 
for tnt~ the Bristol Omnibus 
Company management, due to 
the notoriety they have achieved. 
The gains made in the course of 
the Bristol busworkers' lock­
out are far more substantial 
however. 

First, attentkln has been 
drawn to what is possible in 
terms of a bus service that 
serves people, rather than one 
which is used by the ruling class 
to attack workers' standard of 
living. 

Second, bus workers employed 
by local bus companies have 
forced the national management 
out into the open where they can 
be made to take notice of the 
demands of all those who work 
tn the senrices they run. The 
question of combining the trade 
union efforts of workers separ­
ated geographl cally, but united 
by the common aim of providing 
a high standard of public trans­
port remains at an early stage 
yet, but the past few weeks have 
made It clear that their ability 
to organise nationally is the 
key to the future of Britain's 
nationalised bus services. 

And since the TGWU bi­
annual conference takes place 
this summer, clear policy for 
public transport ls to be 
expected. 

The attack on the standard of living of workers and on 
their trade unions, in the name of a return to a free market 
economy, is always accompanied by the stirring up of anti­
Red hysteria as the excuse for a war economy of massive 
rearmament at the people's expense. 

We are seeing the international re-alignments taking place 
as a result of this overall policy of capitalism in decline. All 
the fascist, violently anti-communist governments like South 
Africa or Chile, once rapped over the knuckles for their 
crimes against civil liberties, are now being embraced as the 
staunchest allies. We have had all this before too - the 
conniving at Hitler's mllitarisation of the German economy 
because it was ostensibly anti-bolshevik. 

No · rate rises - No cuts in services 

Monetarism is simply one of the politic names for a move 
toward fascism. It is the economic side of capitalism's out­
lawing and suppressing class struggle at a time when class 
struggle can bring about its complete overthrow. 

A VAST mural, de>tctlng th~ 
ILEA campaign putting the lid of 
victory on to a dustbin containing 
Thatcher aocl her henchmen in 
the Government co-ordinated cam­
paign to destroy the Inner London 
Education Authority, summed up 
the splrlt of Wandsworth 's meet­
ing to celebrate the Government's 
backdown. 

Devon Council plans for destruction 
LAST year Devon County Council 
budgeted for 13 per cent inflation 
and found very early on that it had 
drastically underestimated 
(choosing rather to call it over­
spending), and a subsequent cut 
of £6 million was made not half 
way through the financial year. 

In setting the rate support 
grant for this year, Thatcher in­
sisted that Councils budget for 6 
per cent wage increases and 11 
per cent on supplies. Even though 
Devon is one of the counties that 
has had its rate support grant 
cut by 1 per cent this year, the 
Council decided the Government's 
figurES were too generous, and 
set a rates increase of 9. 75 per 
cent. 

So are Government policies 
really workin~; has inflation fin­
ally been brought under control; 
and has the Council saved our 
services with a rates rise lower 
than the Thatcher inflation estim­
ate? 

Not likely! U the Council found 
that it can gain a couple of months' 
grace by using mythical estimates 
how muCh more important is that 
in County Council election year? 
It is obvious that after the elect­
ions the Council will be returning 
with a demand for massi?e cuts 
in all services. This is as dishon­
est as the Council chopping mill­
ions from construction projects, 
injecting half into other dep.art­
ments and calling it expansion or 
services. 

As it becomes clear that the 
present councillors are happy to 

workers demonstrate against health se 

go on devastating Devon's serv­
ices, the local work£.rs must gain 
the clarity to oppose their plans. 
The danger is that the main crit­
icism of their actions will be 
they didn't levy a realistic enough 
rates increase. 

The assumption behind this 
argument is that we can't beat 
Thatcher, so we have to try and 
skirt round her, that the members 
of our unions will not protect 
themselves, or can't. This idea 
is prevalent but reactionary. The 
political situation i'n Britain Is 
that Thatcher can't be ign'ired, 
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that the only way forward for wor­
kers is to actively oppose all her 
plans and in so doing throw her 
out. To plead for more rates 
admits defeat. 

The theory behind raising the 
rates is that our money should 
be spent on what we want, but it 
should be obvious to all by now 
that no way 19 Thatcher going to 
use our money wisely. So why 
give her more? They're her rates 
not ours. If councillors, who see 
themselves as leaders, are not 
willing to stand up and say so, 
then they should go. 

Victory has been achieved be­
cause of the well-organised and 
united campaign of parents, teach­
ers and other unionists. Thr~ugh­
out the country teachers must 
unite with their communities to 
defend our education service 
against the ravages of this Gov­
ernment. The will to defend the 
servl ce is there - tt only needs 
tobe~~ed. 

Not only has the campaign pre­
vented ILEA'S break-up but the 
strength of the support for main­
taining aocl improving the educ­
ation service has given ILEA the 
courage to refuse to cut tts bud­
get despite Government black­
mall. 

Now ILEA Is In the front line 
for Government attacks, for if 
ILEA can survhe relatively un­
scathed, the Government's mas­
sive attack on ILEA'S finances 
came through the block grant, a 
system which, with pure Thatch­
erite logic, means that the less 
an authority ts willing to spend 
on a public service, the more 

goverrunent funds will be alloc­
ated to It to help that service 
decline. Thus ILEA would only 

have to cut its education service 
by one third to receive Its full 
grant of £141 million. For re­
fusing to cut the service, ILEA 
has been punished by its grant 
being reduced to £7 mlllion: 
hence the central slogan of the 
victory meeting: "Give London 
back its grant!" 

Now the Government is trying 
to turn the people of London 
against their education service 
by accusing ILEA of gross ex­
travagance. ILEA, just \ike other 
author it les throughout the coun-
try that are attempting to resist 
the cuts, Is seeking to pass the 
cost onto local ratepayers. We 
must be clear in the rates fights 
that will come. The people have 
already paid for their services • 
through existing taxes, wh.ich 
the Government has stolen- we 
should not be expected to pay 
again. Our slogan must be : "No 
rates rises - No cuts in services." 

ICL moves production to S. Africa 
AFTER CLOSING two UK plants 
lltst year, Britain's premier com­
puter manufacturers, Internation­
al Computers, are planning to 
open new factories in South Africa. 

Over the years, JCL have es­
tablished South Africa as its big­
gest market outside the UK since 
the economic sanctions cover US­
made computers only. JCL are 
concerned that the breakdown of 
the Geo6'a talks on the Indepen­
dence of Namit:ta last month will 
strengthen the calls of the front 
line African states for tougher 
sanctions. The South African 
Government Digest estimates 
that ICL's move will save their 
economy £22m i~ foreign ex­
change in the first year alone. 
ICL factories could give that re­
gime increased access to comput­
ing technology to bolster apar­
theid. 

Indeed, ICL have already 

supplied computers to the South 
African Police. 

A transfer of production facili­
ties from Britain to South Africa 
will serve several purposes -
the a volda nee of the boycott" of 
the South African regime and the 
boosting of profits through em­
ploying cheaper unorganlsed work 
ers. It also demonstrates ICL 's 
lack of confidence in Britain's 
future as a high technology nation. 

Rumours abound that ICL are 
seeking State aid to finance the 
costly closures of two UK plants. 
Interestingly enough, they are 
wooing Thatcher by cutting their 
Research and Development budget, 
on which their future depends, and 
not by showing evidence of planned 
tnvestr.1ent in Britain. Perhaps, 
Thatcher is interested in swapping 
British jobs for more South Afric­
an industrialists of the calibre 
of M tchael Edwards. 



Engineers back Civil Servants 
AUEW ENGINEERING SE,J'TION - London South District 
Committee Meeting - ll March 1981 
"This London South District Committee express support to 
the Civil Service Unions in the actions they are undertaking 
to obtain an acceptable settlement of their wage claim. 

We congratulate them on their successful stoppage on the 
9th of March 1981 .and we urge Executive Council, Shop 
Stewards and all lylembers to give the Civil Service Unions 
every possible help to assist them in achieving total victory 
over this discredited Government." 

Civil Servants 
Cont. from page 1 

master General's Office at 
Crawley means that even 
existing funds are stationary. 
Action by ))epartment of 
Employment staff round things 
off by ensuring that Thatcher 
has no idea of how much 
money the unemployed are 
receiving - not insignificant 
for Government borrowing. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

Neither does the City of 
London escape attention where 
workers at Companies House 
are disrupting share trans­
actions. 

Thatcher is losing control 
and her vicious retaliation in 
Liverpool indicates the start 
of a long hard fight which in 
its development will surely 
create increasing unity and 
political understanding in the 
Civil Service and leave the 
Government in disarray. 

Savage attack on Education 
THATCHER'S RECENT dec­
ree to squeeze the very last 
drop of life blood from the 
University sector came as no 
~urprise. 

The announcement that 15 
per cem was to be cut from 

to the working class of sk illed 
application in the fields of ed­
ucation and research. The 
n'lost immoral aspect is the 
effect this will have on future 
generations of our class. 

the University Grants Comm ­
ittee budget over the next three 
years sounded the death knell 
for many institutes. To meet 
this shortfall in income, plans 
for complete closure and sel­
ective shutdowns are being 
openly discussed: these would 
take the form of research 

There is no alternative but 
to fight to bring down this Gov ­
ernment. It is therefore 
imperatl ve that clarity be 
maintained at all times with 
respect to this central task. 
Diversions at this point are 

units being centralised, the 
withdrawal of postgraduate 
facilities and the complete 
removal of many undergraduate 
faculties. 

The chairman for the Com­
mittee of Vice Chancellors and 
Principals has spoken out ag­
ainst the Government and 

claims that this 'policy of mad­
ness ' would result in chaos 
leaving Science and Medical 
Faculties most hit: this ally in 
struggle must be watched care­
fully as he also suggests that 
if the Government is intent (l!l 

this dismantling it must be 
4one in aq orderly way, giving 
the CVCP time and money to 
plan: - we must be warne>!, 
Capitalism does not don kid 
gloves when pursuing the econ­
omics of genocide. 

We who work in the univer­
sity sector have faced persist­
ent cut-backs for the last ten 
years. This has forced us to 
clearly identify a strategy of 
destruction at work. Unfort­
unately, the relative lack of 
determined fight has led us to 
the present situation, whereby 
Thatcher has had to do very 
little to bring about literal dis­
integration. 

Many people are going to 
lose their jobs in the very near 
future with a subsequent loss 

not just folly but constitute a 
criminal avoidance of our res­
ponsibility to past, present 
and future progress in the pur­
suit of knowledge. 

The current student activ ­
ity around the Issue of an in­
cease in fees for students from 
overseas is one such diversion. 
It is a development of the op­
portunism of those respons­
ible for running our Univer-

sities: they have been unwill­
ing to fight cuts in student 
provision in the past and 
sought to overcome the prob­
lem by selling education to 
those students from overseas 
able to pay for it. The Gov­
ernment, however, has in­
sisted on increased fees, thus 
making this tactic difficult. 

The students involved in 
this fight would appear to 
have neglected the fact that 
Government policy is to cut 
student numbers as part of 
their strategy of destroying 
higher education and research. 
Many students cannot afford 
to take up the ever diminish­
ing opportunity to study. Why 
do the comfortable few indulge 
in this action when there was 
supposed to be a campaign 
undertaken on raising the 
student grant level? 

This minority is, of course, 
not important; but why do the 
rest allow this diversion in 
the face of the main threat? 

1500 PEOPLE, parents, 
teachers, ancillary workers 
and pupils turned up to a 
meeting called by the National 
Union of Teachers to rally 
opposition to cuts of £3 
million in the education bud­
get of the outer London Bor­
ough of Merton. This reduc­
tion in a budget of £28 mil­
lion represents over 10 per 
cent with horrific con seq ­
uences for the future of 
education in the borough. If 
the full Council meeting on 
Wednesday 18th March passes 
the cuts no aspect of educa-

tion wi ll remain unaffected. 
Up to 150 teachers (over 

one in ten) could be declared 
redundant, swimming and 
music tuition could virtually 
disappear, and this is just 
the beginning. Nursery educ­
ation may be dismantled and 
further educat ion would be 
savaged. 

At the protest meeting 
only 400 could be admitted. 
Extra space was hurriedly 
arranged to accommodate a 
similar number in a local 
school and hundreds more 
were left outside. The meet-

inF: was an unprecedented 
occurrence in Merton and it 
is planned to mount an even 
bigger demonstration of pro ­
test to prevent the full Coun­
cil deciding on this pro­
gramme of destruction. 

The Government's cut in 
Merton's rate support grant 
amounted to £3 million - the 
same amount it is proposed to 
lop off the education budget. 
It is becoming increasingly 
clear that battle must be 
joined not only with this 
Council but also with their 
masters, the Government. 

C tvil Servants at Clarendon House, Exeter ,In every city in Britain 
government buildings were closed and picketed. Photo; The Worker 

Anger in Plymouth 
PLYMOUTH Trades Council 
recently held a conferenc~ to 
discuss active ways of helping 
the 15 000 workers now unemp­
loyed In Plymouth, of whom 5000 
are under 25. 

Speakers from the platform 
did much to show that Thatcher's 
'there is no alternative ' argu­
ment must be totally rejected 
if workers are to retain work. 

A TUC spokeman outlined the 
'Plan for Growth': the £6000m 
investment programme proposed 
by the TUC as an economic alt­
ernative. It was felt that the 
sullen acquiescence to the black 
economy must be thrust aside. 
The TUC reinvestment programme 
is a di reot opposition to the 
Thatcher policy of destruction 
and offers an intermediate goal 
for working class action . Along 
side this the TUC plan to advise 
all unions to allow unemployed 
workers to retain membership 
as a way of cutting back from 
the isolation of unemployment. 

As one speaker from the plat­
form stressed, 'The fight back 
must intensify at local level, 
there must be a reje.ction of the 
baloney of accepting 'natural 
wastage'.' He went on, 'Capit­
alism means as it always has 
done, Unemployment, Poverty, 
Misery and War'. lt's for work­
ers of Britain to tolerate this no 
longer. Capitalism must go. It is 
our job to get rid of it~ 

A meeting has been called by 
the South Essex Committee of the 
Southeast Region TUC on March 
17th at 7. 30 pm at the Laindon 
Community Centre, Laindon, to 
make arrangments for the TUC 
Week of Action, starting with 
the rally on April 7th. 

Ba ihl·~ offered 
DOCKERS in Liverpool and 
London have been chosen by 
the Secretary of Transport, 
Fqwl_!lL.-as the target for his 
scneme to • save docks by 
sacking dockers'. 

The Government is raising 
maximum redundancy pay from 
£10, 000 to £16; 000 in London 
and Liverpool. 

This move has been attack­
ed by the National Docks and 
Waterways Committee of 
TGWU who have recommended 
that dockers refuse the money 
and keep the jobs. 

Dockers have not changed 
their opposition to severence 
pay schemes and insist instead 
that money should be invested 
in the ports. 

Reg Birch (Party Chairman) 

and Les Elliott ( AUEW} 
on Thatcher's war on the 
workers - particular reference 
to Brent/Park Royal industry 

Tuesday 24 March 7.30pm 

Willesden Trades and Labour Hall 

375 High Road Willesden 

Bookshops 
Bellman Bookshop 155 Fortess Road, London NW 5 
Brighton Workers Bookshop37Gloucester Road, Brighton 
Clarion Books 5 The Precinct.Stanford-le-Hope,Essex 
Northern Star Bookshop 18A Leighton Street, Leeds 
Basildon Bookstall Tues, Fri, Sat Marketplace 
Hull Bookstall Old Town Market, Saturdays 

Public Meetings 

LONDON 
F'"i'T70Nra rch 

EXETER 
~arch 

Make War on Warmongers 
7. 30pm Bellman Bookshop 

End Unemployment, Sack Thatcher 
8pm Oddfellows Arms, 
New North Road, Exeter. 
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