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THE WAY FORWARD

The Communist Party of Great Britain was founded in 1920-21,
under the influence of the Russian revolution and of Lenin; with
the coming together of several Parties and groups who accepted the
main principles of Marxism-Leninism and agreed to merge their
separate forces into one Party, which then affiliated to the Third
International. So long as the Third International endured, that is
until 1943, the C.P.G.B. supported, in the main. the basic principles
of Marxism- Leninism, propagated these basic principles to the
best of its ability, and stood four-square behind the new Socialist
state, the U.S.S.R., hope of all progressive mankind. Within Britain.
Communists were in the forefront of all class battles, and the
Communist Party played an important role in defending the interests
of the working people during these years. But it never fully mastered
dialectical materialism, the Marxist world view, in the sense that it
never proved itself capable of applying the generally agreed principles
of Marxism-Leninism to British conditions, of working out its own
independent and correct policies in each historical period. Continu-
ally, the Communist International had to correct lack of theory,
lack of understanding in the C.P.G.B., which led the Party into
error after error.

This basic lack of theory, common in varying degrees to all the
West European Parties is well illustrated in the report Piatnitsky,
member of the Executive Committee of the Communist International
delivered in 1932. It was subsequently reprinted as a pamphlet.
The Bolshevization of the Communist Parties of the Capitalist
Countries by eradicating Social-Democratic traditions. 1 quote:

“The XI Plenum of the E.C.C.I1. recorded the fact that the
sections of the Comintern in the capitalist countries lag behind
the rise of the revolutionary labour and peasant movement . . .
Each country has its objective causes to explain this backwardness.
This does not mean, however, that the backwardness is not due
in a very large measure to the subjective factor—the failure to
utilise the discontent of the great masses of the toilers with the
lowering of the living standards, with unemployment, starvation,
the burden of taxation, the actions of the Social-Democrats and
Socialist Parties and reformist trade union bureaucracy.

“How are we to explain this failure to capture the working
masses from the Social-Democratic and Socialist Parties and the
reformists, and to consolidate, organise and keep those workers
who joined the Communist Parties and revolutionary trade union
movements of the capitalist countries ?

“It is due mainly to the Social-Democratic and reformist
traditions, prevailing in every field of party and trade union work,
which are deeply rooted in the Communist Parties, red trade unions
and trade union oppositions . . .”

And Piatnitsky illustrates this in a number of fields.
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Party organisation

“When the Communist Parties appeared (and they appeared
in some countries as a result of secessions and withdrawals
from the Social-Democratic Party, while in others, such as
Czechoslovakia and France, the majority of the Social-Democratic
Party decided to join the Communist International, the remaining
minorities constituting themselves into Social-Democratic Parties)
they built their organisations exactly after the model of the
Social-Democrats . . .(They) constructed their organisations along
the same lines as the Social-Democrats, on the basis of election
constituencies, along residential lines . . . the organisations of the
Communist Parties in the capitalist countries were built without
permanent organisational connections with the factories .
During the war, and immediately after it, the factory workers in
many countries appointed revolutionary representatives, elected
factory committees (such as the shop stewards in England) and
even sent representatives to local and National Councils. In this
way they were able to realise the advantages of organising at
their place of work compared with organisation along territorial
lines. But after the revolutionary storm subsided the Social-
Democratic traditions gained the upper hand over the forms of
organisation approaching the Bolshevist forms of work in the
factories. This is the main reason why the Communist Parties . . .
rejected at that time the nearly-Bolshevik methods of work in the
factories, and are now resisting the adoption of these methods,
despite the fact that their superiority to the Social-Democratic
methods has already been proven . . .

Recruitment of Members

“How is the enrolment of members by the Communist Parties
of the capitalist countries organised to this day? Members are
enrolled at meetings, at great mass meetings. Sometimes even
in the streets (in England). A speaker makes a fiery speech, carries
away the worker, and the latter submits an application for
admission to the Party . . . A large number of applicants disappear
in an unknown direction; some changing their addresses, some
leave for other cities, some lose their ardour about joining the
Communist organisation. Precisely because the admission to the
Party takes place not in the factories, not on the basis of the work
of the Party in the factories, through the creation of a body of
active non-party workers who make themselves conspicuous in
the everyday work, particularly during strikes and demonstrations,
and from among whom the cell create new Party members, even
those whom we have already enrolled leave us . . .

Democratic Centralism

“In the Bolshevik Party, even under the Czar, when the Party
was illegal, we had democratic centralism. The Party organisations
did not wait for instructions from the C.C., the regional com-
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