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Foreword 

This new draft of the programme of the Communist Party of Great Britain has 
been prepared as a result of a resolution passed at the party's 24th national 
congress in November 1975, which read: 

"Congress instructs the executive committee to initiate and facilitate the widest 
possible debate within the party and the labour movement with a view to the adoption 
of a revised edition of The British Road to Socialism at the 35th national congress." 

At its meeting in March 1976 the executive committee appointed a commission 
to prepare a new draft, consisting of George Matthews (chairman), Jack Ashton, 
Peter Carter, Judith Hunt, Martin Jacques, Chris Myant, Dave Priscott and 
George Wake, with John Gollan as secretary. 

Party organisations and members, and others in the labour and progressive 
movement, were invited to send in their views to the commission, which met six 
times between April and September, and received and considered 83 contributions. 

A draft prepared by the commission was discussed by the executive committee 
meeting in November 1976, which took decisions on the main policy questions 
involved and asked its political committee to revise the draft in the light of the 
discussion. 

This draft is now published for discussion by the party and the labour and 
progressive movement in the period up to the 35th national congress, to be held 
from November 12-15, 1977. 

The executive committee decided that while the discussion should start from the 
time of publication of the draft, amendments to it from party organisations for 
consideration by the national congress will be accepted from July 1, and up to 
September 30,1977. 

The columns of the party's fortnightly journal Comment will be open for 
discussion on the draft from the time of its publication, and the Morning Star has 
also announced that it will be publishing discussion on the programme. 

As well as amendments from party organisations, submitted in accordance with 
party rules, the executive committee will welcome the views of others in the labour 
and progressive movement, which should be addressed to it at 16 King Street, 
London, WC2E 8HY. 
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the British Road to Socialism Draft 
IntrodHction 
The first edition of The British Road to Socialism, the programme of the 
Communist Party of Great Britain, was published in 19S1. Revised editions were 
published in 1952, 1958 and 1968. 

All that has happened in the yciars since 1951 has confirmed the need for Britain 
to take the new path outlined in our programme, make a revolutionary change, 
end capitalism and build a socialist society. 

Since the last edition was published in 1968 there have been big changes in 
Britain and in the world. 

10 To take account these changes, and draw the l^soos from t h ^ this new 
edition of TTie British Road to SoeiaHsmhas been prepared. 

It is based on the theory of scientific socialism first elaborated by Marx and Engels, 
creatively applying that theory to the situation in Britain and the world today. 

In it we make clear our view: 
First, that the big problems we face today have their roots in the capitalist 

system, and can only be finally resolved by socialism. 
Second, that to achieve socialism the working chiss and its allies must takr 

political power out of the hands of the capitalist class. 
Third, that this socialist revolution can be carried through in Britain in conditimis 

20 in which world war can be prevented, and without civil war, by a combination of 
mass struggles outside Parliament, and the election of a parliamentary majority 
and government determined to implement a socialist programme. 

Fourth, that the forces exist in Britain which can put Britain on a new course, 
and that the need is to unite them in a broad democratic alliance embocacing the 
great majority of the people. 

Fifth, that the winning of political power by the working class and its allies wilt 
not be a single act, but a process of struggle, in which t te next important stage is 
the winning of a Labour Government which will carry out a left policy to tackk 
the crisis and bring about far-reaching democratic changes in sodety, opening 

30 up the road to sodalism. 
Sixth, that socialism in Britain can only be achieved and built by the fulkst 

development of democracy, involving far gr^tor participation by tiie p e c t i n 
running the country, recognition of the elected Parliament as the sovndgn body in ^ 
land, freedom for all democratic political parties, including those hostile to sodaHsafi, 
to operate, gmuine freedom of the press, indq)endence of the ttade unions, and the 
consolidation and extension of civil liberties won througli centuries of ^rugg^. 

Our i^ogramme is based on confidence in the ability of the British peofde, led by 
the labour movement, to transform our country and ensure that the fuQ 
potentialities of every individual in it will be realised. 

40 The task will not be an easy one. But in what follows we show how it can be 
done. 



1 Why Britain needs sodalism 

Britain is in a deep economic, political and social crisis. It has not suddenly 
come upon us. It has been building up for many years. It is not the result of 
natural catastrophes or forces beyond our control. It is the product of the 
capitalist system under which we live, of the world crisis of capitalism, and of the 
policies of the governments we have had. ^ 

Since the end of the Second World War there have been Tory Governments for 
about half the time, and Labour Governments for the other half. They have 

SO differed in many of their policies, but neither has solved the basic problems. 
Always the economic miracle is to come. It never does. North Sea oil is presented 
as the hope for the 1980s. But whatever benefits it brings, it will not resolve 
the crisis. 

After the Second World War, advances in living standards were won as a result 
of struggle and important social reforms were introduced. But now things are 
going into reverse. The concept of a health service free at the time of need has been 
imdermined; education is under attack; the problems of housing get more acute. 
The future for millions of young people is bleak. There is widespread unemployment, 
and more are caught in the "poverty trap". Pensions remain at poverty level. But, 

60 in health, education and insurance, wealth can buy privileged treatment and 
services. 

The quaUty of life is threatened- Gity^ceiitr^tecomeg^^ for property 
speculators. Long overdue urban renewal is further postponed. The countryside is 
despoiled, pollution is spreading, and fortunes are made out of "land development". 
The railways and puUic transport are sacrificed to the interests of the big 
monopolists. Culture is commercialised, and people are denied the opportunity to 
develop their talents and abilities to the full. Human relationships are distorted and 
sex exploited for profit by newspapers, advertisers and big business. There are 
frequent examples of corruption and financial scandals. 

70 The utmost struggle is needed even to maintain real wages, let alone expand 
them. The trade unions, the main defence of working people, are under constant 
attack. It is a society in which millions of women are doubly oppressed, as workers 
and because of their sex. 

Government is divorced from the people. Millions of them feel that they have 
little real say in the major decisions affecting their lives. Bureaucratic control by the 
state has increased as local democracy has been eroded. The ruling class tries to 
confine democracy to the right to vote in elections, and deny the people real 
participation in decision-making. 

Indeed, democracy is increasingly threatened by authoritarian trends. The 
80 monopolists call for "order" and "strong government". Army chiefs, with Northern 

Ireland as the training ground, prepare for what they call "counter-insurgency 
action". Police chiefs demand more powers. Reactionary revision of the law is 
pressed for, and secret preparations are made to block democratic progress. 
Parhament's sovereign rights are being eroded, and still more Umitations on its 
powers are being demanded by reactionary forces. Although the ruling class has 
been forced to concede measures of devolution in response to the national and 
democratic aspirations and struggle of the people of Scotland and Wales, efforts 
to thwart the fulfilment of those aspirations continue. British sovereignty itself is 
threatened by membership of the Common Market. 

90 Is there a way out of the crisis ? We believe that there is. By their actions people 
can change the situation. Britain has great resources and a highly skilled population. 
Now those resources are under-used or mis-used. If they are to be fully used to 
provide a better life, there must be far-reaching changes in the social system, 
leading to the replacement of capitalism by socialism. 



ContradUctions of capitalism 
The root cause of Britain's problems is an economic and political system in 
which effective power is in the hands of a tiny minority of the people—the 
capitalist class, and especially the big monopolies. 

Capitalism's motive force is not production for the needs of society, but for the 
100 maximum private profit for the employers and bankers. Its central feature is the 

exploitation of the working class by the capitalist class. 
Most of the productive resources are privately-owned, and become concentrated 

in fewer and fewer hands. The public sector is subordinate to, and serves, the 
interests of, the private sector. The workers by hand and brain—the great majority 
of the population—own little but their labour power, the capacity to work. 

The wealth they produce by their work, manual or mental, is greatly in excess, 
of the wages and salaries they are paid. The surplus goes to the capitalist owners 
or shareholders as profit. 

Thus at the heart of the capitalist system there are deep contradictions. In 
110 modem society production is a social process, in which the workers are brought 

together in larger and larger enterprises and co-operate economically with their 
fellow workers both within, each enterprise and throughout society. But ownership 
is not social—it is predominantly private. Within the enterprise production is 
planned; but in society as a whole it is not planned. 

The capitalists always try to increase their profits, not just for their own 
personal consumption, but to enlarge their capital so as to get greater productive 
power and make still more profit. In general, the more they can limit increases in 
wages and salaries, the more profit they can make, and the more capital they can 
accumulate. 

120 But to get the profit, the goods produced have to be sold. And since a major 
factor in the demand for goods is the level of wages and salaries, restricting them 
also restricts the market in each capitalist country. 

These contradictions of capitalism are the root cause of capitalist oisis, and the 
political and social prol;dienis it creates. They are the reason why capitalist 
production does not develop smoothly, but in a series of booms and slumps. 

Over the past century they have resulted in an extreme growth of monopoly, the 
polarisation of wealth, class inequalities and social division. 

The big firms have taken over not only the small firms, but medium and large 
firms, and increasingly take over or merge with one another. 

130 Excluding the nationalised sector (roughly one-fifth), the top hundred firms in 
Britain were responsible for 25 per cent of total manufacturing output in 1950. By 
1970 they were responsible for 50 per cent, and it is predicted that within a few 
years they will account for 75 per cent or more. 

The major monopolies are now multi-national, investing and operating all over 
the world. For them, patriotism does not exist. Britain is outstanding in the extent 
to which it is dominated by the multi-national firms. 

Their policies have led to a continuous export of capital, with underinvestment 
in British industry and its consequent backwardness. This process has been 
accentuated by Britain's entry into the Common Market, seriously threatening 

140 national control over the economy and natural resources such as oil and neural 
gas. 

Monopoly capitalism has become state monopoly capitalism, with the state and 
the monopolies intertwined. It can no longer exist without massive injections of 
state funds. The modern capitalist state has become more intricate and its function 
greatly extended. It is the biggest single employer of labour through the 

, nationalised industries and its apparatus generally. As the state extends its so-called 
regulatory functions over the now highly complex capitalist economy, it does so 
mainly in the special interests of the monopoly and City sectors of capitalism. 

This extreme concentration of wealth produces its opposite. The overwlKlmiog 
150 majority of the poeple own little wealth, apart, perhaps, from a house and 

personal insurance. 
According to the Royal Commission on the Distribution of Income and Wealth, 

reporting in 1975, the richest 5 per cent of the adult population owned more than 
half the total wealth. The bottom 80 per cent owned less than a fifth. 

But while the wealth of the less well-off consists mainly of their dwellings and 



personal possessions, that of the rush is mainly in the form of shares and land. 
Thus a mere 320,000 people (eight out of every thousand), owned 70 per cent of all 
personally-held company Glares, and 72 per cent of the land. 

Some 13 million people live on or near the official poverty-line. Th^r include 
160 those on low wages, old people, unemployed, one parent familks, and many who 

are side or disabled. 
In this sodety profit is put before the needs of people. All human activities are 

seen as a source of profit. Men and women are exploited at their work, their 
cultural, sporting and leisure activities are commerdalised, they are held to ransom 
as consumers by the big business coiKems which dominate the supply and 
distribution of the goods they buy. Capitalist morality is that of the jungle—each 
for himself or herself, and the devil take the hindmost. The economic crisis of 
capitalism is paralleled by a deep p<ditical, sodal, cultural and moral crisis. 
How capitalist role is maintained 

170 TTie concentration of wealth and economic control in fewer and fewer hands 
means that a small number of big firms exerase enormous power. Their dedsions 
have a major influence on the country's economy, on the extent of investments, the 
amount of goods produced, the prices charged, the balance of payments and the 
position of the pound. Yet those who own and run thein are not elected by, or 
responsible to the people. It is a system which makes a mockery of democracy. 

But the capitalist class does not only hold economic power, through its ownership 
of the main sectors of the economy and of the bulk of the country's wealth. 

It also exercises political and ideological domination in society, by direct and 
indirect means. 

180 The political power of the capitalist class is exerdsed through its effective control 
of the state and of goyemment Hus m>t < ^ indies when the openly capitalist 
party, tte Tory Party, is in office, but, as expdience has shown, when right-wing 
Labour Governments, which see their job as making cafutalism work, are in office. 
The ruling class stafiEi and controls the higher levels of the state machine (the dvil 
service, the police, the armed forces, the judiciary, the Foreign Office, etc.). 

The ideological control and influence of the ruling class is exercised in many 
ways, including through its ownership and direction of the main mass media, 
which it uses to promote capitalist ideas, and its use of the educational ^stem to 
instil such ideas into the minds of childrm and young people. Most of those in 

190 charge of the state machinery and the main sodal, educational, cultural and 
ideological institutions of capitalist sodety accept its outlook and its values. 

So, in their everyday life, millions of people are influenced to believe that the 
caiMtalist system is the natural way to organise sodety; that the improveoKnts in 
living standards won over the years as a result of bitterly-fought struggfes are due 
to the virtues of the system; that, despite temporary setbacks, they can continue in 
the long run to improve their conditions within it; and that there is therefore no 
need for fundamental change. Thus, as a result of a combination of the efforts of ' 
the ruling class and of people's own experiences and material circumstances, there 
has been a large measure of voluntary acceptance of caiMtalist rute. 

200 Yet within this degree of acceptance there have also be^ consdous struggles for 
sodal reforms and democratic rights, and working class and progressive challenges 
to some aspects of capitalist domination, expressed particulariy in the founding 
and growth of the labour movement 

Of spedal agnificance in the peofde's experience in Britain is the position of the 
Labour Party. Its formation represented a break with the traditional capitalist 
parties, ance it was b a ^ on the trade unions, with the aim of giving political 
expresaon to the asjHrations of the working class and adueving Labour 
Go^imients. 

From the b^inning there were two main trends within it—the left and broadly 
210 sodaHst trmd, and the right-wing trend, aooq>ting cs^talism, which has been 

dominant throughout its existence. 
lbs strategy of the rulmg class, faced with this potentially hostile force, was to 

try to buy it off and contain it witiiin the limits of the cajMtalist ^tem. And, in 
fact, desfMte the election of Labour Govomnents, and whatever tte sodal progress 
w(Hi, there has been no basic change in the social and economic system. The (^ar 



divisions and social contradictions of society remain. 
A major reason for this is the fact that, despite the growth of the left in recent 

years, the decisive control of the labour movement, particularly on the 
parliamentary side, has been and still remains in the hands of the right wing. So 

220 Labour Governments have been right-wing Labour Governments, acting primarily 
as the administrators of capitalism. They have not made, nor had they the desire 
to make, any significant challenge to monopoly domination of the economy and 
the state. In this way the Labour leaders have helped to maintain substantial social 
support for the capitalist system. 

TTius persuasion, politics and coercion are all utilised by the ruling class to 
maintain its rule. It is prepared to use coercion and violence in time of acute crisis, 
unless prevented by overwhelming working class strength, while in normal times it 
relies on achieving a social concensus and class collaboration, through its 
ideological control and influence, and with the assistance of the right wing in the 

230 labour movement. Even in such periods the forces of coercion are ever present in 
the background. 

To challenge capitalist rule the working class and its organisations need not 
only to fight in the economic field, but also in fields of politics, ideology and culture. 
For all these areas are the arena of struggle between reactionary and progressive 
ideas, between the capitalist and socialist forces in society. 
World balance changed 
The democratic struggle in Britain takes place against the background of the 
world crisis of capitalism and the immense change in the balance of world forces. 

In its imperialist heyday, capitalism dominated the entire world. The various 
240 capitalist states not only exploited their own workers and resources, but secured 

super profits froiffi their colonial empires, with Britain in the lead. This resulted in 
a big expansion of production, but, as we have shown, progress was not 
continuous, proceeding through a series of booms and slumps—the "cyclical crisis" 
of capitalism. The capitalist countries developed unevenly in relation to each other, 
leading to conflict, and sometimes to war. 

Now, although it is still powerful, capitalism is in its period of relative decline 
and decay, its period of "general crisis." Its world domination has been shattered, 
with far-reaching consequences. The twentieth century has been the century of 
social revolution and national liberation. In 1917 the Russian Revolution made the 

250 initial breach and established the world's first sociahst system. Today, there are 14 
socialist states covering more than a third of the earth's surface. Capitalism's world 
colonial system has virtually collapsed under the hammer blows of colonial 
liberation, and its remaining outposts are under siege. The people of Vietnam, 
Laos and Cambodia, aided by international solidarity, won an historic victory 
when they defeated the aggression of the world's strongest imperialist power, the 
United States of America. This has been followed by important gains for the 
liberation movement in Angola, Mozambique and Southern Africa. 

The existence and support of the socialist world has been a big factor in helping 
the national liberation movements to achieve their victories. 

260 The economic advances of the socialist countries have also shown socialism's 
great potential for human development, despite the problems which exist within 
these countries and in relations between them. In the post-war period the Soviet 
Union and other socialist states of Europe have achieved consistent economic 
growth increases, in contrast to the crisis-ridden economies of the U.S- and 
capitalist Western Europe, showing that capitalism will eventually be outpaced 
by socialism. 

With direct colonial rule largely ended, the capitaUsts resort to neo-colonialism 
—the huge investment by the multi-national firms in the Third World to try to 
control and exploit its natural resources, manipulate governments and enmesh 

270 them in military alliances and indebtedness. But this meets with continued resistance 
and there is a powerful tendency toward non-alignment and anti-imperialism. 

The NATO powers have been forced to abandon the worst excesses of the cold 
war, and consider poUcies of detente. 

Important changes have taken place in the capitalist worid itself. The earlier 
post-war period was characterised by U.S. supremacy in the capitalist world. But 



American d(»ninaiice was. challenged by the rise of other capitalist states, notably 
West Gennany and Japan. Thus, though the U.S. is still by far the strongest . 
capitalist power, it has lost the pre-eminent position it formeriy occupied. 

At the same time, the period of post-war economic expansion has been replaced 
280 by stagnation and depression. Imperialism no longer finds it so easy to secure 

dieap raw materials, so advantageous to it in the past. Tbe capitalist worid 
monetary system is in disarray. 

Contradictions between the capitalist states grow. Hie Common Market was 
originally encouraged by the U.S. not only as an economic grouping directed 
against socialism, but as the political counterpart of NATO. Despite the subsequent 
efforts of the EEC countries to develop it also as a counter to the U.S. and Japan, 

' deep-rooted differences within it impede the efforts to integrate Western Europe 
economically and politically. 

There have also been major political shifts in Western Europe. Fascism has been 
290 overthrown in Greece and Portugal and new prospects for democracy are opening 

up in Spain. The left forces in France and Italy have made major advances, opening 
up new prospects of fundamental political and social change in those countries. 

TTius the capitalist world, though still strong, and with the greatest share of 
world production and assets and with a huge military machine, faces acute 
problems. 

Its ^nerai capacity to roll back socialism and national liberation and impede 
working class advance is increasingly impaired because of the growing strength 
of socialism, national liberation, and the working class and progressive forces. 
These changes create more favourable conditions for the advance to socialism in 

300 Britain without civil war and foreign military intervention. 
A decisive tilt in the balance of forces has taken place in the direction of 

socialism and progress. It continues despite all setbacks and efforts of imperialism 
to redress this balance.. This is themain feature of the wcfftd today. 
Britun's crisis and the fight back 
In Britain, the first capitalist power, once the most powerful of all, the crisis is 
especially deiep. London used to be the centre of the biggest colonial empire in 
history* and the financial capital of the world. The pound was the monarch of the 
world monetary system. 

All that has gone. New capitalist nations, and especially the United States of 
310 America, entered the scene and challenged Britain for supremacy. The people of 

the colonies fought for, and won, their independence. By the end of the Second 
World War the British Empire was on its last legs. The need for a complete break 
mth past imperialist policies was urgent. 

But instead, syccessive governments, whether Labour or Tory, tried to maintain 
Britain's imperialist position. Their policies involved huge investment abroad at the 
expense of investment at home, continued colonial wars and repression, the cold 
war directed against socialism, a gigantic waste of resources on arms and b»ses 
abroad, and the military alliance with the U.S. 

In the initial stages these policies, though their cost was enormous, did not 
320 prevent some advances in living standards being made. But by the mid-sixties their 

effects had become disastrous, with the forced devaluation of the pound in 1967 
and acute balance of payments crises. The modest rise in living standards was 
slowed down, then halted, and finally turned into a fall. 

The result of the post-war strategy of Britain's rulers has been the lowest 
economic growth rate in Europe, the lowest investment per worker among the 
major capitalist countries, repeated attempts to impose incomes policies or wage 
restraint, and increasing attacks on the social services. 

In attempting to hold back the advance of national liberation and socialism by 
entering into an antagonistic partnership with the stronger imperialism of the U.S., 

330 Jthe British ruling class only opened the way for increased U.S. economic and' 
poHtical penetration into Britain. Similarly, when the big monopolists later 
succeeded in getting Britain into the Common Market, this not only imposed 
serious limitations on the country's sovereignty, but resulted in a big trade deficit 
with the Market, and further economic difficulties for Britain. 

The country's economic and political problems have been accentuated by the 



a t t e m p t t o i m p o s e a m i l i t a r y s o l u t i o n t o t h e c r i s i s in N o r t M a I t t l a n d , w h e r e 
B r i t i s h G o v e r n m e n t s h a v e c o n t i n u e d t o p u r s u e a p o l i c y of r ^ r e s a i o n a n d d e n i a l 
d e m o c r a c y . T h e g r o w t h o f t h e c i v i l r i g h t s m o v e m e n t a n d o f d e m o o a t i c s t r u g g l e in 
N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d l e d t o t h e c o l l a p s e o f t h e S t o r m o n t r e g i m e w h i c h h a d o p e r a t e d 

340 t h e r e o n b e h a l f o f B r i t i s h i m p e r i a l i s m f o r SO y e a r s . B u t success ive g o v ^ i w i e n t s , 
l > o t h L a b o u r a n d T o r y , h a v e s o u g h t u n d e r t h e s y s t e m of d i r e c t r u l e t o p r e v e n t t h e 
f u r t h e r d e v e l o p m e n t o f u n i t e d s t r u g g l e i n v o l v i n g t h e w h o l e of w o r k i n g c lass . 

T h e y h a v e o p e n l y t o l e r a t e d r i g h t - w i n g t e r r r o r , a n d t h e a r m y i t s e l f h a s b e e n 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r m a n y k i l l i n g s , f o r m a s s a r r e s t s , a n d f o r t h e m a i n t e n a n c e of a 
m a r t i a l l a w p r e sence i n w o r k i n g c l a s s a r e a s . B r i t i s h i m p e r i a l i s m h a s e x p l d t e d t h e 
d i v i s i v e I R A b o m b i n g c a m p a i g n s b o t h i n I r e l a n d a n d B r i t a i n , w h i c h h a v e m a d e 
m o r e d i f f i c u l t t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f j o i n t a c t i o n b y t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s a n d l a b o u r 
m o v e m e n t s o f B r i t a i n a n d I r e l a n d . T h e c o s t o f t h i s p o l i c y o f r e p r e s s i o n h a s b e e n 
t h e l o s s o f h u n d r e d s o f l i v e s a n d t h e s q u a n d e r i n g o f m i l l i o n s o f p o u n d s . 

350 A s s o c i a l a n d e c o n o m i c p r o b l e m s h a v e g o t w o r s e , t h e r e h a s be«i a s e r i o u s 
u p s u r g e o f r a c i a l i s m , a l r e a d y d e e p l y r o o t e d i n t h e i d e o l o g y o f w i d e s e c t i o n s of t h e 
B r i t i s h p e o p l e as a r e s u l t o f B r i t a i n ' s i m p e r i a l i s t a n d c o l o n i a l i s t h i s t o r y . I n s e c u r i t y 
a n d f r u s t r a t i o n h a v e f o u n d e x p r e s s i o n i n t h e g r o w t h o f r a c i a l i s t p r o p a g a n d a , in 
v i o l e n c e a g a i n s t b l a c k p e o p l e , a n d i n s u p p o r t i n e l e c t i o n s f o r r a c i a l i s t a n d f a s c i s t 
c a n d i d a t e s . T h e 2 , 5 p e r c e n t o f B r i t a i n ' s p o p u l a t i o n w h o a r e b l a c k a r e f a c e d w i t h 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , d e p r i v a t i o n a n d h o s t i l i t y . B u t w h i t e a n d b l a c k w o r k i n g p e o p l e a l i k e 
s u f f e r t h e c o n s e q u e n c e s o f r a c i a l i s m , w h i c h sets w o r k e r s a g a i n s t e a c h o t h e r i n s t e a d 
o f a g a i n s t t h e i r c o m m o n e n e m y , a n d so h e l p s t h e c a p i t a l i s t c l a s s t o m a i n t a i n 
i t s r u l e . 

360 T l ^ p o s t - w a r s t r a t e g y o f t h e r u l i n g c lass h a s n o t b e e n o p e r a t e d w i t h o u t s t r o n g 
r e s i s t a n c e f r o m t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s a n d o t h e r s e c t i o n s o f t h e p e o p l e . I t w a s t h e i r 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o c h a n g e t h i n g s f o r t h e b e t t e r w h i c h r e s u l t e d i n t h e r e t u r n c ^ t h e 
1 9 4 S L a b o u r G o v e r n m e n t , a n d t h e n a t i o n a l i s a t i o n A c t s a n d s o c i a l r e f o r m s of t h e 
i m m e d i a t e p o s t - w a r p e r i b d . < D e s p i t e t h e i r e f f o r t s , t h e p r o g r e s s i v e f o r c e s w e r e 
u n a b l e t o p r e v e n t t h e s u ^ q u e n t s e t b a c k s , w i t h t h e a t t e m p t t o r e s t o r e B r i t a i n ' s 
i m p e r i a l i s t p o s i t i o n , t R e c o l d w a r , m a s s i v e r e a r m a m e n t , a n d t h e r e t u r n of t h e 
T o r i e s . 

B u t a s t h e e n d i n g o f t h e p o s t - w a r b o o m r e s u l t e d i n m o r e a n d m o r e r u l i n g c lass 
a t t e m p t s t o p u t t h e b u r d e n s o f t h e d e e p e n i n g c r i s i s o n t h e s h o u l d e r s o f t h e p e o p l e , 

370 r e s i s t a n c e g r e w . I n t h i s , t h e i n c r e a s i n g s t r e n g t h o f t h e t r a d e u n i o n m o v e m e n t w a s a 
m a j o r f a c t o r . S u c c e s s i v e g o v e r n m e n t s t r i e d t o d e a l w i t h i t , b o t h b y p o U c i e s o f 
c o n f r o n t a t i o n a n d c lass c o l l a b o r a t i o n . 

T h e d e f e a t o f t h e L a b o u r G o v e r n m e n t ' s a t t e m p t t o c u r b t h e u n i o n s b y t h e p o l i c y 
o u t l i n e d i n " / n Place of Strife" w a s f o l l o w e d b y t h e e v e n m o r e d e c i s i v e b a t t l e 
a g a i n s t t h e T o r y I n d u s t r i a l R e l a t i o n s A c t — t h e b i g g e s t c l a s h s i n c e 1 9 2 6 . 

T h i s i n t u r n w a s f o l l o w e d b y t h e h i s t o r i c b a t t l e i n s u p p o r t o f t h e m i n e r s , 
r e a c h i n g i t s c l i m a x w i t h t h e j o i n t a c t i o n o f m i n e r s , e n g i n e e r i n g w o r k e r s a n d o t h e r s 
i n c l o s i n g t h e S a l t l i ^ c o k e d e p o t , a n d l e a d i n g t o t h e d e f e a t o f t h e H e a t h 
G o v e r n m e n t i n 1 9 7 4 . 

380 N e w f o r m s o f s t r u g g l e , i n c l u d i n g t h e w o r k - i n s , w e r e d e v e l o p e d a g a i n s t : 
u n e m p l o y m e n t T h e b a t t l e s o n i n c o m e s p o l i c y i n v o l v e d c o n f l i c t n o t o n l y w i t h t h e 
e m p l o y e r s , b u t t h e G o v e r n m e n t a n d t h e S t a t e . F r e s ^ f o r c e s j o i n e d t h e b a t t l e , w i t h 
t h e g r o v r t h o f t r a d e u t u o n i s m a n d m i l i t a n c y a m o n g s t w h i t e c o l l a r w o r k e r s . 
T e a c h e r s , l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t w o r k e r s a n d c i v i l s e r v a n t s , t e c h n i c i a n s , d o c t o r s a n d 
o t h e r s t o o k a c t i o n t o d e f e n d a n d i m p r o v e t h e i r c o n d i t i o n s a n d , i n m a n y cases , t o 
d e f e n d s e r v i c e s t o t h e p u b l i c w h i c h w e r e u n d e r a t t a c k . 

M a n y m o r e w o m e n h a v e b e e n ^ c t i v e i n i n d u s t r i a l s t r u g g l e s a n d i n t h e . t r a d e 
u n i o n m o v e m e n t , e s p e c i a l l y o n t h e p o i n t s o f t h e W o r k i n g W o m e n ' s C h a r t e r . 

T h e s e a n d o t h e r s t r u g g l e s , i n c l u d i n g t h o s e a g a i n s t n u c l e a r w e a p o n s , r e a r m a m e n t 
390 a n d t h e V i e t n a m w a r , h e l p e d t o b r i n g a b o u t m o v e s t o t h e l e f t i n t h e u n i o n s a n d t h e 

L a b o u r P a r t y , w h i c h s h o o k , b u t d i d n o t b r e a k , t h e right-vring g r i p o n t h e m o v e m e n t 
T h i s d i v i s i o n b e t w e e n t h e r i g h t a n d t h e l e f t c o n t i n u e s t o d e e p e n . A l t h o u g h t h e r e 
a r e e b b s a n d flows, t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e l e f t t r e n d i s a n i n c r e a s i n g l y i m p o r t a n t 
f a c t o r i n t h e l a b o u r m o v e m e n t . 

T h e d e m a n d s f o r c h a n g e , a n d t h e f o r m s o f d e m o c r a t i c a c t i o n h a v e s t r e t c h e d f a r 
b e y o n d t h e o r g a n i s e d w o r k i n g c k i s s m o v e m e n t a n d h a v e i n v o l v e d m a n y o t h e r 
f o r c e s . 



A major development has been the growing movement for women's rights, 
challenging the oppression of this half of the population, millions of whom are 

400 members of the working class. They are exploited because of their position, as 
workers and discriminated against because of their sex. But the increasing nuQd}er 
of women in the work force, the elcpansion of education and the ase of tiie birth 
control pill have brought about significant changes in social and family life and 
widened women's horizons. This, and the impact of the Women's Liberation 
Movement, stimulated widespread discussion and activity on economic and social 
issues, and challenged customs, laws and attitudes which justify and maintain male 
privilege and perpetuate the double oppression suffered by working women. 

The struggle for national rights for the Scottish and Welsh peoples has had a 
profound effect, forcing the government to introduce measures to meet the demand 

410 Tor self government, though still with many qualifications and limitations. 
Though the response of the labour movement to the growth of racialism was 

initially slow and inadequate, there have been significant developments in action, 
propaganda and the application of policies against discrimination and racialism. 
Black people's organisations are growing, and in many cases they recognise the 
need for the unity of black and white people against racialism. 

Among the expanding student population a powerful movement has developed 
not only on their own conditions and on the need for improvement in the content 
and democratic control of education, but on political and international as well as 
general social and economic questions, with an increasing recognition of the need to 

420 associate and ally with the labour movement. 
There has been a big growth in organisations and action concerned to protect the 

environment and help local communities. Young people have been active in all 
these campaigns. 

Despite all the efforts pf the labour movement and other forces, however, the 
attack on living standards has continued and intensified. For a period, resistance 
to it was successful. But jfolf the most part, the various movements did not develop 
beyond the stage of d(^hsive struggle (though some of them, such as those on 
industrial democracy, the work-ins, etc. challenged basic capitalist ideas). Many of 
those taking part did not see that the roots of their problems lay in the capitalist 

430 crisis. Thus at crucial tiLmes the capitalist and right-wing Labour forces have been 
able to create confusion, presenting, for example, high wages and trade union 
militancy as the main cause of inflation, and so holding back the struggle. 

The various movements have often been isolated from each other, with the 
labour movement making insufficient effort to associate with and champion the 
cause of the other movements. 

Right-wing Labour policies have also provided fertile ground for the Tories and 
other right-wing forces to step up their propaganda and activities. 

Thus, although important advances have been made in recent years, they have 
not been sufficiently carried forward, and at times setbacks have been inflicted on 

440 the labour movement and the popular forces. 
For democracy and socialism 
The lesson of the past thirty years is that it is not enough to fight such 
defensive battles, important though they are. 

It is essential to carry them forward into a struggle for far-reaching democratic 
and social changes which will, in the first stages, weaken the grip of the big 
monopolists and begin to tackle the grave economic, social and political problems 
of Britain in the interests of the working people. 

Millions of people who are not yet convinced of the need,for socialism are 
nevertheless deeply concerned about the present plight of Britain and the efliects 

450 of capitalism's crisis. , 
TTie big question is whether they will be won for democratic advance, or whether 

the Tories and other reactionary forces will be able to take advantage of frustration 
and confusion to secure support for policies which would still further worsen living 
standards and increase the danger of authoritarian rule. 

A great and urgent responsibility therefore rests on the labour movement and 
other progressive forces. They need to put forward and campaign for an 
inunediate policy which, as outlined later, can rally all those seeking a way out of 



the crias, and unite them in a broad alliance for democracy and social change. 
As people are drawn into this movement of struggle and action, they can also be 

460 (xmvB«:ed of the need to end capitalism and advance to sodalism. 
F(M-tite experiimce past ctecades has also shown that cajMtaUsm's crisis canned 

be solved within tl» limits of capitalian. A new sttategy of social dhange is needed. 
It must be a s t r a t a for a socialist revolution. 

Only socialism can overcome tlK l»sic conbadiction of caiMtalist society from 
wMch ey«y aspect of the crisis flows. Sodahsm replaces private owmrship by 
puldic ownoship. The basic contradiction of society is removed. Tbt sodal process 
of ivoduction is matched by social ownership of tlw means of production. 
Production for private profit is replaced by production for social needs. 

With tite great monopolies in public hands, and the real planning of productioio, 
470 it becomes pos»ble to make full use of modem scientific and techncdogical 

advances to eradicate poverty and raise tbs standard of living. The scandalous 
ccmtrasts of ratreme wealth for a few and hardship for millions can be ended. A 
new quality of life and a common sodal purpose can be adiieved. 

More than that. Instead of political power bdng in the hands of a tiny minority, 
it is in the hands of the overwhelming maj(»ity. For the fullest extension 
democracy to become possible, the working class and other sections of ths peopte 
must take power out of the hands of the c^ ta l i s t class. This is what is nwant by 
the sodaUst revolution. 

We are in a world where sodal change is taking place on an unpre^oented 
480 scale. The g rov^ of the sodalist world, the sweep of national liberation, the 

growth of the working class moventtnt throu^iout the worid, has, as we have 
p(»nted out, Inroi^t about a dedsive change in the l»|anoe o f woiM fences. 

Thus, hesx in Britain and the advanced cajHtalist countries at We^em Europe, 
the opportunity arises to carry out social transformation in conditions in wfakii 
world war can be prevented and without the social collapse and human destructioii 
such a war would bring. 

It will not be easy to advance to sodalism. It can only be done by the massive 
democratic struggle erf tfe^great majority of the British people. But because d ibek 
overwhelming potential strength, and because of the changed balance in the w<nld, 

490 believe that they can adibve socialism in Britain without dvil war. 



2 The forces for change m Britain 

The forces exist which can put Britain on a new course, tackle the crisis in the 
interests of the people, extend democracy and open the way to socialist change. 

Glimpses of their potential strength have already been seen in the struggles of the 
past years. In them wide and diverse sections of people have been reacting against 
the adverse effects of capitalism and capitalist policies on their lives. 

The need is to unite them in a broad democratic alliance, which can embrace 
the great majority of the people, and which would be overwhelmingly superior in 
numbers and strength to the forces whi6h want to maintain the status quo. 

500 The objective basis for this is the fact that the monopoly capitalists who 
dominate the economic and political system in Britain are only a tiny minority, 
pursuing policies which conflict with the interests of the great majority of the 
people. These monopoly capitalists are the main enemy in the way of democratic 
advance. 

The sections, and groups which can be brought into an alliance against them, on 
the other hand, are all involved in the battle for democracy. This is a common 
thread running through the various struggles—on trade union rights, free collective 
bargaining and industrial democracy; women's liberation; racialism and the rights 
of ethnic minorities; the national rights of Scotland and Wales; Northern Ireland; 

510 the Common Market and NATO; the protection of the environment; and 
community questions. 
Oasses in capitals! society 
Building the broad democratic alliance involves, in the first place, an 
understanding of the class forces in capitalist society, and specifically in Britain. 
The Working Class 
The leading force in the alliance will be the working class, because of its position 
in society, as well as its size. 

It includes the overwhelming majority of the population—^those who sell their 
labour power, their capacity to work, in return for a wage or salary, and who work 

520 under th© direction of the employers—those who own the means of production, 
distribution and exchange, or their agents. 

Among them are those in mainly "manual" occupations, such as mining, 
engineering, dock work, etc. This is the section often traditionally called the 
working class, but in fact the boundary is far wider. 

It embraces also white collar workers in industry and distribution, such as 
technicians, clerical and sales workers. These also do not own any 
means of production, depend on the sale of their labour power to the capitalist 
employers, and as a rule have no control relationship to the means of production. 
Then there are the workers engaged in education, the health service, the civil 

530 service and local government. They also own and control no means of production 
and depend on the sale of their labour power. It is true that they do not sell it 
directly to capitalist employers. But indirectly their labour contributes to the 
capitaUst production of goods and profits. 

Though some of these workers may regard themselves as "middle class", they 
are objectively part of the working class. Their interests broadly coincide with those 
of the workers in "manual" occupations, and indeed the distinction between 
manual and non-manual work is more and more being broken down by modem 
processes of production. 

The working class is the most important of the forces that can be ranged against 
540 the monopolists, not only for immediate demands, but for socialist change. It is 

important not just because of its numbers, but because of its special characteristics 
as a class, and the decisive role it plays in society. 



It digs the coal, drives the trains, makes and operates the machioery, produces 
the power, prepares and prints the newspapers, and staffs the local and central 
government apparatus. The conditions of its work have led millions of its members 
to organise in a powerful trade union movement, whose roots go back 200 years. 
The life of society as a whole depends on it. 

It is not static in its composition and structure, for chwges take place withid it 
as a result of changes in the nature of production, and as the concentration of 

550 production under capitalism results in many who were formerly small capitalists or 
self-employed becoming wage or salary earners. 

There are considerable differences, and sometimes conflicts, between its diffract 
sections. They differ in degree of trade union organisation and class consciousness; 
in political understanding, organisation and allegiance; in their function in relation 
to the productive process and social life; and in the degree of their ties, real or 
imagined, with the capitalist class. 

At the heart of the working class are those in the basic extractive, transport and 
manufacturing industries who have always played a crucial role both in the 
development of the trade union movement and of the Labour Party. Although they 

560 have declined in numbers, these workers, because of their experience, organisation 
and degree of class consciousness, play a leading role in the working class 
movement. They have frequently demonstrated their power in industrial action and 
solidarity. Among these workers the need for trade union organisation became clear 
at an early stage, and the class struggle took a more open form. 

In recent years, because of the way capitalism has developed, there has been a 
big decline in many traditional industries, and the rise of new industries. Even in 
the older industries, changes in the methods of production have taken place. Thus 
there has been a substantial increase in the number of non-manual or white collar 
workers in industry, while developments in the social services and the extension of 

570 the operations of the state have also resulted in increases in the numbers of 
workers employed in these sectors. 

In the past, many white collar workers have held aloof from the traditional cart 
- of the working class, and even from trade union organisation. But changes in the 

nature of production and the impact of capitalist crisis have produced a trans­
formation in recent years, with a great increase in trade union organisation 
among these workers and a readiness to take action to defend their interests. 

Much more is involved here than just an increase in the size of the working class. 
For example, the carrying of trade union organisation and ideas of class 
solidarity into sections of workers employed in the state machine and in the mass 

580 media represents an important extension of the potential power of the working 
class to act in democratic mass struggle outside Parliament, as well as throu^ 
elections. 

Another important development has been the participation of many more women 
in the production process and in trade unionism. Their struggles against the 
discrimination from which they have suffered have been a significant new feature 
in the industrial sfcene. Although there has often been completely insufficient 
support from the movement as a whole, these efforts have begun to change the 
position and have already achieved the passing of the Sex Discrimination and 
Equal Pay Acts, imperfect though they arc, and increasing support for the 

590 demands of the Working Women's Charter. 
A central task in the struggle for democracy and social change is the uniting of 

the various sections of the working class in action. Unless it is united, it will be 
unable to play its leading role, and draw around it the other democratic forc^ in 
society. 

This means combating the narrow sectionalist trends which affect both the 
manual and white collar sectors. It also requires an understanding of the differences 
which remain, despite the tendency for their conditions of work and political and 
class consciousness to converge. Their experience of class straggle, their forms of 
organisation and activity, and their approach to many questions still vary 

.600 considerably, making the task of uniting the working class a comply and difficott 
one which caUs for an organised and conscious effort. 

Dividons in die Caî taUst Class 
The capitalist class comprises the owners and controllers of the means of 



production, distnbotion and exduBige^-the factories, banks, shops, land, etc. 
Even as a whole it constitutes only a small ftactioD of the population. But within it 
there is a ^ U smaHo' minority exerdiffl^ tbe d<niiinant power—4hc very big firms, 
vrfiich not only exploit their workers, but also o p ^ t e at the expense of many 
smaller businesses, small shopkeepos, a»d smaU farmers. 

These small enterprises are among the first victims in periods of acute o^italist 
610 crisis, many of them going bankrupt, being forced to close down, or being 

swallowed up by the big firms. When working class standards are cut, small 
producers, shopkeepers and traders are also adversely affected. 

There is therefore an objective basis for an alliance between many in these 
sections of the capitalist class and the working class against the common enemy— 
the big capitalists. There will be many problems in building such an alliance, since 
the small employers are in a contradictory position. They usually see it as in their 
interests to keep wages down for the sake of their profits; yet they are in fact 
adversely aff«:ted by cuts in working class living standards and by the pohcies of 
the big firms. 

The labour movement needs to show them that there is no solution to their 
problems in lining up with big business against the workers. It must seek to win 
them to the side of the working class, and prevent them becoming a prey to 
right-wing and fascist propaganda, by campaigning for specific measures to assist 
them, such as cheap credits, restrictions on monopoly price manipulation, control 
of rents, relief from high rates, the abolition of VAT, etc., as well as winning them 
for the wider democratic demands of the labour movement 
Intainediate Strata 
Not all who sell their labour power are part of the working class. Those in 
higher managerial positions and in the higher echelons of the civil service and the 

630 state apparatus act directly on behalf of the capitalist, idoitify with them, and 
often own substantial amounts of onnpany shares, t l iey can therefore be 
considered as part of the rfiKng class. 

Middle-grade manageflient and the middle ranks of the state apparatus also act 
to a considerable extent as agents of the capitalist class^ but the degree to which in 
fact they exercise control over t t e means of production is often limited, and they 
may therefore be classi%d as part of the intermediate strata between the 
capitalist class aflid the working class. 

AoKmg these intermediate strata are also the family businesses which employ no 
workers; and the self-employed professional sections like architects, lawyers, 

640 writers, artists and doctors. 
Many of them are affected by the social and economic crisis of capitalism, and 

by the way in which it hits aspects of Ufe with which they are particulariy concerned, 
such as housing, health and culture. 

There is an increasing basis for winning many among these middle strata also to 
the side of the working class as part of the broad democratic alliance. 

The labour moyement 
The main influence of the working class on society is expressed through the 
labour movement, though this does not yet comprise the whole of the working 
class. It involves the trade unions, the Labour Party, the Communist Party, and 

650 the Co-operative movement at national and local level, and such organisations as 
the shop Awards ' committees and trades councils. 

The ftritish labour movement is one of the best organised and potentialtf most 
powerful in the caiHtalist worid. It has engaged in repeated struggles against the 
effects of ca{Htalism. Yet its power has not been fully used in these stru^ffe^ and 
still less in a struggle to end capitalism and build socialism. 

This is because, powerful as they are, the organisations of the working class are 
still dominated by an outlook which accepts capitalism and prevents their power 
from being fully used for the aims of socialism. 

During the all-important formative period of working class history, Britain had 
660 a manufacturing monopoly as the "Workshop of the world". Although other 

states later developed and challenged this position at the end of the nineteentii 
century, the Bri t i^ ca|MtaUsts were able to develop a fresh source of super-profit 



by estaUtshing Hie greatest colonial empire, exploiting hundreds of millions of 
people in other countries as well as at home. Over a long period this gave it the 
resources* s t r e n ^ and confidence to make concessions which resulted in many 
sections of workers feeling that, provided they organised and struggled, they could 
make suflScient advances within the system. Tbc ending of capitalism was either 
seen as unnecessary, or as a remote aim to be achieved by transforming it through 
a process of piecemeal reforms. This was the basis for the dominant ri^t wing 
outlook, reformism, which developed in the labour movement. 

Its main features include class collaboration rather than class struggle; the view 
that the state is neutral and can serve the purposes of a Labour Government as wdl 
as Tory or Liberal Governments; an acceptance of "constitutionalism"; and the 
belief that the industrial power of the workers should not be used for political 
purposes, but only for economic ends. Even the traditonal definition of soddism . 
has been frequently challenged, wiUi attempts to remove the aim of social ownership. 

The large and complex ideological apparatus of the British ruling class has 
functioned continually to strengthen this outlook, so that it remains strong even in 
the period of deep crisis, when it is no longer so easy for.concessions to be made 
to workers. From the cradle to the grave, the educational and legal systms and 
the mass media contribute to maintaining the domination of capitalist ideas in the 
working class movement, as well as in the rest of society. The way in which, over 
many y^rs, leaders of the working class movement have been drawn into the 
practice of class collaboration, as part of the capitalist power structure, and have 
enjoyed some of its rewards, including company directorships, has made reformism 
particularly strong at the higher levels of the movement. 

But within the labour movement there has been a constant contradiction between 
the dass interests of organised workers and the class collaborationist polidn of 
reformism. There has also been a recurrent clash between the socialist convic^ons 
of many in the lrfx)ur movement, and the repeated failure of Labour Govemmmts 
to carry out socialist policies. These internal contradictions have resulted in the 
Labour Party, formed ftem a combination of the mass trade unions and the eaiiy 
sod^s t sodeties, hfiag from die outset a battleground between a rigbt-wing trend, 
composed of the most consistent exponents of reformist polides, and a left-wing 
trend whidi to one degree or ̂ ^other has challenged either the basic ideas of 
reformism, or the practical policies which reformism has led to. The issues on which 
this right-left conflict has been fought out have constantly changed, and the 
political positions of individuals have shifted, but the clash has been constant and 
will continue, given the structure and history of the movement 

Changing thie dominant outlook of the labour movement, breaking the reformist 
grip, and winning it for left polides, involves a battle in all the sections and at all 
levels of the labour movement. Ilie Communist Party has played a significant part 
in this battle from its foundation in 1920, and has been publidy assodated, directly 
or indirectly, with all the major left developments. 

The most important arenas of the left-rig^t struggle are the trade unions and the . 
Labour Party. 

The trade unions are class organisations, originally founded by workers to defend 
themselves against the employers, and primarily concerned with tiie economic 
struggle. They are not, and cannot be, a substitute for pditical parties of the 
working dass. 

Nevertheless, because of the federal nature of the British Labour Party, with its 
trade union afiSliations, the unions play an important role within i t The direct 
impact of government policy on the economy, resulting from the developntrat of 
state monopoly capitalism, has also resulted in the imions becoming inraeadngjy 
concerned with political and social questions. Governments, and espedally Labour 
Governments, have sought their collaboration in the. carrying out ofgovtrnmeat 
policies. 

Thus winning the trade union movement at all levels—from shop stewards' 
committees to national executives, trades coundls and the TUC—for mass action 
on immediate questions, and for support for a policy of democratic advance and 
sodal change, is vital. 

This has been demonstrated in the recent period, which has shown that industrial 
militancy alone is not enough. It needs to be linked with a political perspective if 
it is to produce lasting gains for the working class. This has been consistentfy 



stressed by the Communist Party, v/kose members have worked to strengthen the 
trade unionsy the shop stewards' movement and workplace organisation for social 
and political, as well as economic struggles. 

Such a vigorous fight for the interests of their members could help the trade 
unions draw into their ranks the millions of workers who are not yet organised, 

730 as well as giving new life to the branches and workplace organisations. In 
particular, they need to do far more to attract, organise and draw into activity the 
young workers on whom the future of the movement depends, especially through 
the establishing and strengthening of youth sections. 

A stronger and more united left fight is needed to end the still dominant position 
of the right. This needs to be conducted at workplace level, among the mass of the 
workers, and not just a t the level of union leadership. It is also closely related to, 
and dependent on, the increased activity and strength of the Communist Party and 
the Labour left within the workplaces. 

The Labour Party is the mass party of the working class, with nearly 6 million 
740 affiliated members and over 600,000 individual members. It enjoys the electoral 

support of large sections of the working class and their families. Thus changing the 
politics of the Labour Party is bound up with changing the politics of the working 
class. 

The reformist outlook which is dominant in the Labour Party has tried to confine 
it exclusively to a Parliamentary role within the capitalist system. Its political 
function is seen almost entirely as participating in elections. Far from developing 
mass action as well as electoral work, the right-wing has tried to hold back such 
action, whether by the Labour Party or the unions and the shop stewards. 

This outlook is reflected in the structure of the Labour Party. The parliamentary 
750 party, and especially the Cabinet, in practice determines the key policies pursued, 

as well as electing the Party leaders, and annual conference decisions are not 
binding on the parliamentary party or on Labour GovCTnments. The activity of 
the local organisations is overwhelmingly elwitoral in character. 

The left within the Laboiir Party has opposed right-wing policies, and has often 
succeeded in winning th© Labour Party Conference for a left position on important 
questions. Its influence has also increased on the Labour Party Executive. But it has 
not been able to break the right-wing grip, especially on the Parliamentary Labour 
Party, or decisively chaage the right-wing policies of Labour Governments. Its 
growth is of great significance, but more than this is needed to bring about real 

760 changes, particularly in strengthening democracy within the Labour Party and in 
the election of the party leader. 

The Labour left is not a cohesive and united force. While some of its members 
are influenced by Marxist ideas, most are still influenced by the reformist outlook 
on such questions as the need for mass struggles in the workplaces and localities, 
incomes policy, the nature of the state and the issue of political power in the 
struggle for socialism. The parliamentary and constituency left has often under­
estimated the importance of the left fight in the unions, and, when the unions were 
almost entirely under right-wing control, some of the Labour left saw no future 
unless the union link was severed, so changing the traditional basis of the Labour 

770 Party. But others on the left, including the Communi'sts, argued that the task was 
to win the unions for left policies as part of the process of winning such policies 
in the Labour Party and throughout the whole labour movement. 

Because the Labour left lacks a clear political perspective, is not centrally 
organised, and is not sufficiently related to the many extra-parliamentary 
movements and struggles, something more is needed to transform the outlook and 
activity of the labour movement. 

The Communist Party 
The vital need is for an organisation of socialists, guided by the principles of 
scientific socialism, active in all the struggles, in all the unions, in all the 

780 progressive movements, and able to give leadership to them—in other words, an 
organised party, as distinct from the left groups in the Labour Party, the separate 
unions and the other social forces and movements. It was to fulfil this role that the 
Communist Party was founded in 1920 by Marxists in the labour movement. 

What are the essential characteristics of a party capable of giving the leadership 



needed in the struggle to transfonn the labour movement, strengthen working class 
unity, and build alliances with other democratic movements in society? 

First, it must be based on Marxism-Leninism, because this enables it to analyse 
the nature of society, the character of class rule, and the varied forms of 
oppression estperienced by the working class and other for<«s. Without such an 

790 understanding, a party cannot properly grasp the nature of different forces and the 
part they have to play. 

Second, it has to be firmly rooted in the organised working class and labour 
movement, because of their leading role in society. But it must also be active Wid 
organised among all the other social forces and movements which in one way or 
another are reacting against the effects of capitalism. Its branches and groups must 
have a close relationship with all these forces if it is to be able to help them in 
developing a political perspective, relating the immediate struggle and possibilities -
to longer-term objectives. 

Third, it needs to be based on the principles of democratic centralism, combining 
800 full discussion within its own ranks with collective and united work for democratic­

ally decided political aims. 
Fourth, it needs to have close relations with the Communist movement in other 

countries, based on the independence and equality of each Communist Party in 
• the great world movement which is making history on a global scale. Such 

international solidarity is vital not only in the immediate struggles, but for the 
achievement and building of socialism. 

Building and strengthening a party with these characteristics is essential to the 
strategy for democratic advance and socialism outlined in this programme. 

Since its foundation the Communist Party of Great Britain has been a party of 
810 struggle, involved in all the main battles of the working class and the labour 

movement, generating class and socialist consciousness and showing the need to 
win political power and advance to socialism. 

It is democratic; it is centralised; it is, and always has been, deeply rooted in the 
British working class and labour movement; it is internationalist in outlook; and, 
basing itself o a ^ ideology of Marxism-Leninism, it has a viable strategy for 
socialist revolution as well as the capacity to give leadership in the daily struggles. 

But to meet all the n«ds described above, it needs to be strengthened both 
numerically and politically. There are still many areas or sections in which it has 
few members or none at all. Expanding its numbers is therefore vital to its ability 

820 to generate struggle, give the people a socialist perspective and help build unity in 
action. It has to deepen Marxist understanding at every level, extend its pubUc 
work and mass campaigning, work still harder for left unity in the labour 
movement and among the other democratic forces, improve its democratic 
functioning and the life of its branches, and use fully tiie skills and abilities of alt 
its members. 

It aims to be the initiator and inspirer of discussion and debate not only in the 
labour movement, but among all sections desiring social change. It las not only to 
help the process of left development in the labour movement, but the bringing 
about of unity with the varied forces which have to be won for the broad alliance. 

830 It endeavours to show inexperience of action, as well as by explanation, that 
class collaboration has to be replaced by class struggle, that the "neutrah'ty" of the 
state is an illusion, that only if parliamentary struggle is combined with mass 
struggles outside parliament can the working class and its allies win significant 
victories, and that the problems we face can only be successfully tackled by a left 
strategy for socialist change. 

These are also the aims of the Young Communist League^ the youth organisation 
of the Communist Party, which has a special role among young people. It shows 
them that the roots of the problems of unemployment, inadequate training and 
education, and bad housing, from which so many of them suffer, lie in the 

840 capitalist system. It seeks to build the unity of young people in the struggle for a 
better life. It opposes racialism and imperialism and develops solidarity with 
oppressed people everywhere. It works side-by-side with the Communist Party in 
the fight for socialism. 

One of the main sources of capitalist power is its control of the press and other 
media, through which it influences millions of people. This is why it is vital, in the 
building of working class unity and the broad democradc alliance, for the 



progressive forces to have their owa journals and newspapers. As the only daify 
newspaper advocating left unity and free of control by the press lords, the 
Morning Stew is indispensable to the labour movement. Maintained in existence, 

850 with its predecessor the Daily Worker, for nearly half a century, its impcmance 
cannot be over-estimated. 

The Communist Party, as a part of the labour movement, seeks no special 
privileges within it. What it does seek, however, is the removal of all those 
discriminatory bans and proscriptions directed mainly against Communists but also 
affecting others on the left, that only help the right wing by keeping the 
movement divided. 

In partictilar. Communists want to restore to the trade unions the democratic 
right (which they had in the past) to elect delegates of their own choice, from those 
who pay the political levy, to the Labour Party. 

860 Developing the Communist Party along the lines indicated is crucial for the 
building of the broad democratic alliance, for changing the outlook of working 
people and for transforming the labour movement. This perspective requires a 
much larger and more broadly-based party, with a significant electoral base. 

The Communist Party does not seek to replace the Labour Party as a federal 
party of the working class. Rather, we see a much more influential mass 
Communist Party as crucial to the future of the Labour Party itself. 

As right wing ideas and leadership in the Labour Party are progressively defeated 
and replaced by people and policies committed to struggle against the monopolies; 
as the Communist Party itself grows in strength and influence; and as bans and 

870 proscriptions are removed, so new opportunities will open up for still more 
developed forms of Labour-Communist unity. 
Social forces and movements 
The broad democratic alliance not only needs to be an association of class forces 
(the working class, parts of the capitalist class, the intermediate strata), but of 
other important forces in society. 

Capitalism not only exploits people at work, but impinges on every aspect of 
their lives. Thus they react to it in their communities, in their leisure activities, as 
men and women, b l ack^ white, young or old, Scottish, Welsh, Irish or English. 

So movements and groupings develop which may not belong to a major class 
880 (for example, students) or embrace people from different classes and strata (for 

example, national, women's, peace, black and youth movements). 
One of the most significant developments of recent years has been the movement 

for women's liberation. It has focused attention on the sexual division of labour, 
particularly on how women's role within the family, economic dependence and total 
responsibility for child care limit educational opportunity, career prospects and 
participation in social and political life on equal terms with men. All this has 
highlighted the debate and activity on economic and social issues like equal pay 
and child care, and shown the importance and possibiUties of organising on related 
questions like abortion and battered wives. 

890 The struggle for women's liberation is a central political problem for the working 
class. Unless the specific problems of women are taken up, not only by women and 
the women's movement, but also by men and the labour movement, the possibilities 
of developing working class unity and the broad democratic alliance will be 
greatly diminished. 

The black movement raises important and parallel issues. Black people are 
oppressed not only as, in their majority, members of the working class, but because 
of their colour. The struggle by the black movement and other ethnic minorities 
against all forms of racial discrimination is a vital democratic question. But it is 
not only a problem for the ethnic minorities. At the heart of the problem is the 

900 unity of all workers, black and white aUke. 
The labour movement has a decisive part to play in winning the working class 

to reject racialist ideas and practices, and in defending black people from 
discrimination. It is therefore essential for it, alongside other democratic 
movements, to develop action and propaganda against racialism. Unless the efforts 
already made are greatly extended divisions within the working class and democratic 
movement will play into the hands of the most reactionary forces in sodety. 



The deepening the crisis has accentuated the national problems of Scotland 
and Wales. Econcmiic difficulties have been worsened by the decline of the key 
industries in these two countries. They have suffered from discriminatiiMi in housing, 

910 education, leisure and national and cultural rights. In response to this, national 
movonents have devdoped, but the c r w ^ questicm is the winning of the labour 
movemrat to diamiHon naticmal rights. This is what t te Communist Party has < 
consistently fought for, as part of the^neral social, pofitical and democratic 
struggle against cajMtalism. Labour movement leadership in the fight for na&Mud 
rights is essentia] to the winning of the demands of the Scottidi and Welsh people. 
Without it, right-wing elements in the nationalist movements could succeed in 
diverting the working class from tackling the big economic and social questions 

. which arise from the class nature of our society and require the unity of the 
working people of Scotland, Wales and England for their solution. 

920 Within the communities and localities, a mass of problems exist—on housm^ 
urban decay, transport, the environment, health, leisure and cultural fadlities. 
Associated with them is the lack of democracy in local affairs and the increasing 
trend toward cratral government dictation over local councils. 

In response to these problems many movements and organisatiims have 
developed: tenants' and residents' associations, environmental groups, community 
newspapers, theatre and other cultural groups, transport campaign groups, and 
broad committees against social service cuts. These movements need to be greatly 
extended, their struggles Unked together, and close links formed with the orgamsed 
working class movement. 

930 New areas of democratic struggle have been opened up by the growth and 
wtivity of the developing sectors within the working dass, such as teaclmrs, dvil 
,%rvant$, sdentists, technicians, journalists, local government and social workors. 
They are con^med with their economic »tuation, but many are also concerned 
with the social pwpQse of their work, with democracy in their institutions, and thdr 
relationship to the rest of the labour movement. Thus discussion and activity has 
been developed on such^portant issues as the content of education, teaching 
methods, private education, the viability of the health service, pri^te beds, the use 
of science, and the role of social work. y Though the progressive: politkal oi^atnisations of young people are small, and 

940 insufficient attention is paid to youth problems and org^sation by the track 
unions, young people have played a part in the struggles of recent years, r^ected 
in the estabUshment of the TUC Youth Conference and the National Union <d 
School Students. It is essential to end the labour movement's historic aeg^ect of 
young people, by campaigning on their demands and providing organisational 
structures and social facilities for them. In this way, it can also influence the wider 
youth movement and bring great numbers of young people into the broad 
democratic aUiance. 

The student movement, and espedally the National Union of Students, has 
made an increasing contribution to tiie democratic struggle, in reqxmse to the 

950 ways in which the educational system is shaped and distorted by the needs of ^ 
ruling class and monopoly capital. It has developed activity on such qitestions as 
educational expenditure, graduate and teacher onployment, democracy in 
educational institutions, the content of education, and authoritarian teaching 
methods. It has also participated in and assodated with many of the struggles of 
the labour and democratic movemoit, and in movements of international 
solidarity. 

Many religious people are deeply concerned about the conflid between tlidr 
religious ideals and the oppression and exploitation of capitalist sodety. They 
accept their sodal responsibility in this world, and are prepared to fulfil it. So, also, 

960 many humanists see the need for sodal change. Sudi individuals, and the 
organisations of which they are numbers, can play an important part in 
democratic and sodal struggles. 

Those active in these fidds share with t te British people as a whole t te desire to 
mdntain world peace—a d^ire which extends far beyond the ranks those active 
in the peace organisations which exist, and which also needs to be tspKsacd in tite 
broad democratic alliance. 

These are some expressions of the democratic struggle against opi»esa(m and 
discrimination, which takes so many divose forms. 



AUiance, not isf^atton 
970 It is clear, however, that if these movements proceed in isolation from each 

other, they can do no more than challen^ the position of the ruKng class on a 
series of different issues, and not its overall domination. If they are isolated from 
the labour movement, not only will tiiey themselves suffer from the lack of its 
support, but the working class will be unable to fulfil its role of the leading force 
in society. 

The labour movement needs alliances with these other democratic movements 
because, in supporting their aims and aspirations, it becomes increasingly aware 
that class oppression, and the struggle against it, extend far beyond the workplace. 
Such alliances can lead to a greater awareness of the forces that oppress all 

980 workers, and also strengthen working class unity. It is therefore through such 
support and association that the labour movement becomes more conscious of its 
own national role as the leading force in society, and better able to fulfil that role, 
both now and under socialism. 

Further, because many among such sections as teachers, journalists, civil servants 
and doctors have historically played, and still play, a big role in helping tlw ruling 
class to secure voluntary acceptance of its position, changes in their position are 
of major significance. The association of the whole labour movement with the 
progressive demands and struggles of these sections, therefore, can help to 
undermine the political and ideological domination exercised in society by the 

990 ruling class, and strengthen the position and credibiUty of the working class as the 
alternative national force. 

Rnally, if the working class does not win over to its side other strata which are 
also victims of monopoly, there is the danger that reaction will be able to organise 
them and use them against the working class. 

The work of the left is vital^in teildihg the democratic alliance. Left unity needs 
to be promoted both in the practical development Of activity and in the battle of ' 
ideas. There are those who will be united by an understanding of the need for 
fundamental change, affd those who will become involved only on specific issues. 
Communists and the labour left have a special role to play in developing broad left 

1000 unity and in helping to build the alliances, of which only the most politically 
conscious sections <rf'^ new forces will see the need, between different sections 
of the worldttg class and different social and political movements. 

The Communist Party, as the organised Marxist political party, has a particular 
responsibility. Throughout its history it has been active on many of the questions 
around which the movements detailed above have been campaigning—women's 
rights, the fight against racialism, peace, Scottish and Welsh parliaments, education, 
housing, and the other social issues. Just as it works to overcome sectioital 
divisions within the working class movement and unite it for the i^gg le against 
capitalism, so it can help the labour movement and the other social forces to see 

1010 the need for alliances between them, to the mutual benefit of all. 
Winniiig a new popular majority 
We have described in this section the forces and movements which, brought 
together in a broad democratic alliance, with a labour movement won for left 
policies, as its core, can transform Britain. 

Hie strategy we have outUned will, in the first place, help Labour to win the 
political majority inherent in Britain's social structure, with its huge working 
class—something that Labour's old strategy has signally failed to do. 

As far back as 1935, Labour had already won 38 per cent of the vote in a 
General Election. In 1945 it got 48 per cent, and in 1951 registered its high-water-

1020 mark of 49 per cent. But in 1974, after 40 years of political experience, it was 
back to 39 per cent, or roughly the 1935 level—a striking indication of the failure 
of the old strategy. Achieving a decisive advance in the Labour vote is bound up 
with the need for a new strategy. 

The traditional right-wing approach of adopting capitalist policies to win the 
so-called middle ground in politics, has been consistently tried, and has consistently 
failed to win the majority of the electorate to Labour's side. 

Reformist poUdes always play into the hands of the Tories and help them to 



make a come-back. Rigid; wing Labour's fomuf of nationalisation, and right wing 
opposition to further nationafoation, present the Tories with eflfective anti-

1030 nationalisation propaganda. Right wing Labour's immigration policies help and 
encourage the most racialist elements inside and outside the Tory Party. Labour 
incomes policies pave the way for the Tories to return to operate their forms of 
wage restraint. 

The first major change needed, therefore, is the adoption of a poUcy which really 
does challenge capitalist power, help build the broad democratic alliance, and open 
the way to socialist change. 

The second major change needed is the initiation, leadership and encouragement 
of mass struggle. The reformist strategy is based entirely on the ballot box. The 
mass of the people aie accorded a strictly limited voting role, and MPs are regarded 

1040 as little more than lobby fodder. Only the top parliamentary leadership have an 
active role to play; the masses have a purely supporting role. 

This is wrong, and would be wrong even if the parliamentary leadership had a 
better policy. Mass struggle outside parliament has a vital role to play now and in 
the future—as a political educator of millions of people whose socialist ideas will 
be developed in such struggle; as the essential means for ensuring that an elected 
Labour parliamentary majority does the job it was elected to do; and as the 
essential weapon for breaking the resistance of the monopolists and their political 
representatives. Indeed, the major changes won throughout the history of the 
labour movement have mainly come as a result of the struggle outside Parliament. 

1050 A labour movement with policies which challenged the monopoUes and which led 
masses of people in struggle against them, could break out of the present vicious 
circle of British parliamentary policies, rallying wider sections around itself, 
detaching from the Tory, Nationalist and Liberal parties many of their present 
supporters, defe^ng tbe poison of racialism and winning the support of both 
black and white worldng people, and building a new, popular anti-monopoly 
majority. 

It will not be easy. Decades of the old two-party system, with both party 
leaderships equally devoted to managing capitalism, even if in slightly different 
ways, have deeply confused masses of the people. Illusions about the present 

1060 system are deep-rooted. But the old historic strategy of three-quarters of a century 
of reformism has clearly failed; however difficult the struggle, this alternative that 
we propose is the only way forward. 



3 Towards sed^ revohition 

The essential feature ot a socialist revcdution is the winning of political power 
by tiie working dass and its allies. This will only be achieved wl»n the great 
majority of the British people are convinced of its necessity and prepared to use 
their strength and organisation to bring it about. 

At each stage of the struggle, therefore, the aim of the left must be to win the 
working class and other democratic forces— în other words, the majority of the 

1070 people—to defend the gains already won, and to take the next steps in extmding 
democracy, improving living standards, and opening the way to socialism. 

Success depends on the left becoming the dominant force in the labour and 
democratic movement, and on the building of a larger Communist Party as part 
of that left. The working class and its aUies must have the aim of winning the 
leadership of the nation, and thereby deciding its future destiny. 

The broad alliance, developed and strengthened in mass struggles in the places 
of work and the .localities, has to be reflected in Parliament, which must be the 
political exi»ression of those struggles. Parliament has to be won by the people, 
made into the mirror of the country, with the activity of the working class 
parties in Parliament being intimately Unked to the mass struggle outside it, each 
interacting on the other. In this way, the growth of the broad alliance will result in 
a parliamentary maj<mty enabling the fcmimtion of L e ^ a^ fnp t tua l^ Socialist, 
govemmaits. - -

This strategy is based on our actual political and social conditions, historical > 
traditions, degree of working class organisation, and the new world setting. Every 
socialist revolution is unique in major respects. There is no single univ«sal pattern 
or model that can be followed. Export of revolution is a myth. D^sive social 
change can only arise out of the particular circumstances in each country. 

Britain's rosd te^bcialism wiU be different from the Soviet road. The Soviet 
1090 path of insurrection and civil war, the creation of new organs of power (the 

Soviets), and the subsequent development of a one-party system, was governed by 
tbs historic conditions and background of Tzarist autocratic rule, imperialist 
intervention, and the development of the counter-revolution. Similarly, the methods 
by which socialism has been established in other countries have been determined 
by their specific circumstances and by the world situation at the time. 

The different conditions and history of Britain, and the changed balance of world 
forces, give us the confidence that socialism can be achieved in our country without 
civil war. The working class is the majority of the population. The potential power 
of the labour movement is enormous. Together with its aUies, it can isolate the 

1100 monopolists and confront them with overwhelming strength. The democratic forces 
have had long experience of struggle, and have won civil liberties and democratic 
ri^ts, which, though under constant attack, give the basis for carrying forward 
the political struggle. Parliament, itself the product of past battles for democracy, 
can be transformed into the democratic instrument of tUt will of the vast majority 
of the people. The possibility of outside intervention against a socialist govemntent 
in Britain has been diminished by the w e e n i n g of the portion of imperialism and 
the successes of the socialist worid, the liberation movements, and the woridng 
class movoiKnt in a number of capitalist countries. 

Thus the possibility exists of advance to socialism without armed struggle. 
1110 Democracy can be carried to its utmost limits, breaking all bourgeois restrictions 

to it, through the democratic transformation of society, including the State, in aO 
the stages of struggle. 
Hie revolutioiiary process 
The winning of pditical power by the working class and its allies will not be a 
s i n ^ act, but a i»ocess of struggle. The tength of this process will be determined 



by the outcome of the struggle at various stages. 
This arises out of our actual conditions and the nature of our political system. 

Capitalist rule, as has been shown, is exercised not only by coercion, but through 
the ideological and political grip of the capitalist class on every area of life, 

1120 political, economic and cultural. This grip must be broken, and the majority of Uie 
p&ople won for socialist policies if the working class is to win power. This struggle 
has to take place in every area of society, and on every issue—on wages, an 
alternative economic and social strategy, foreign afiairs, democratic liberties, on the 
position of women, education, and all social issues. It is a complex, difficult and 
many-sided process which will, as all previous experience shows, take time. 

It is impossible to proceed overnight from Labour Governments which in effect 
manage capitalism, to a government which introduces socialism. The political 
conditions for this do not yet exist; they have to be won. Left governments are 
part of the process which must show the need for much more fundamental change, 

1130 while at the same time creating more favourable conditions for such change. 
Britain—die next stage 
A strategy for socialist revolution has to be able to show the way forward, to 
spell out, not only the ultimate objective, but also the stages in that process. 

The next stage is to expand and unify all aspects of the working class and , 
democratic struggle, and to raise its aims to the winning of a Labour Government 
carrying out a left policy. Bound up with this is the nature of the alternative 
programme to that of the monopolists and the ruling class. The essentially defensive 
stage ofiesistanceta all ruling class attempts to put the burden of the crisis on the 

1140 people must be developed into the battle for the complete alternative policy and 
for the new type^fcabour Government which will carry it put, supported and 
pressed forward by the power of the mass movement. 

This political challenge wi^be resisted by the big capitalists with all the means 
at their disposal. 

Even before such a hiew Labour Government of the left emerged, there would be 
the utmost resistance from the ruling Class to prevent its establishment, ranging 
from the most virulent campaign of hostility, demonstrations, and opposition of the 
media, to threats and sabotage by big business, investment strikes, attempted 
removal of assets by the multinational firms, contrived runs on sterling and the 

1150 Uke, to create an atmosphere of social chaos, in which the use of force could also 
be resorted to. All forms of international pressure, particularly from the U.S. 
would be exerted. 

Only the most sustained resistance, mobilising the organised working class and 
democratic forces, would be able to defeat this. The Communist Party would have 
a special responsibility for developing and leading the mass struggle in this situation, 
and in campaigning on the big political issues involved in the factories, localities, 
universities, and working class organisations. Election campaigns in such a period 
would be bitterly fought. 

The programme of the labour movement and the left forces must therefore be 
one which will rally the widest support from those who want to combat the crisis 

1160 and its effects, even if at this stage they still do not see the need to change the 
system itself. It must be seen as relevant and realistic, but must also make big 
inroads into monopoly power, which is a condition of successfully tackling the 
crisis, of breaking the sabotage and wrecking efforts of reaction and big business, 
and of extending democracy. 

It must safeguard the national interests of the British people, now under attack 
as a result of right wing policies which surrender the control of their destinies to 
the Common Market, the international bankers, and the multinational firms. The 
survival of Britain as a manufacturing nation, and its capacity to decide its own 
destiny, are at stake. 

1170 The left has the task of putting Britain on a new course, so that a far-reaching 
change in the fabric of society is initiated, the crisis is tackled at the expense of the 
big capitalists and not the working people, democratic rights are not only defended 
but very greatly extended, and the quality of Ufe and personal freedoms are 
enormously enhanced. 

Such a programme, therefore, must be democratic and bring social change—in 



t h e e c o n o m y , i n t h e state-, i n e d u c a t i o n , i n c u l t u r e a n d e lsewhere . I t s essentials c a n 
be s u m m a r i s e d as f o l l o w s : * 

E c o m H i i i c P<riicy: 
( a ) F o r a g o v e r n m e n t t o exercise effective c o n t r o l o v e r t h e o p e r a t i o n o f t h e 

1180 e c o n o m y , t h e k e y firms a m o n g t he t o p firms w h i c h d o m i n a t e t he e c o n o m y 
m u s t be n a t i o n a l i s e d , w h i l e a t t he same t i m e d ras t i c c o n t r o l s m u s t be i n s t i t u t e d 
ove r t he i n v e s t m e n t , p r o d u c t i o n a n d e m p l o y m e n t pol ic ies o f those r e m a i n i n g 
i n p r i v a t e hands ( w h i c h a t t h i s stage w o u l d s t i l l c o n s t i t u t e t h e grea t m a j o r i t y ) . 
T h e dec i s ion o n t h e specific firms t o be n a t i o n a l i s e d s h o u l d be agreed b y t h e 
m o v e m e n t af ter t h e wides t c o n s u l t a t i o n . T h e b i g b a n k s a n d t he m a j o r insurance 
compan ie s m u s t be n a t i o n a l i s e d i f effect ive c o n t r o l o f t he e c o n o m y is t o be 
exercised. A l o n g w i t h t he e x i s t i n g n a t i o n a l i s e d i ndus t r i e s , t o w h i c h o i l s h o u l d 
be added, a p o w e r f u l w e a p o n w o u l d be a t t h e d i sposa l o f t h e g o v e r n m e n t . 
A l l ene r gy resources s h o u l d be p u b l i c l y c o n t r o l l e d a n d managed as p a r t o f a n 

1190 i n t eg ra t ed o v e r a l l p l a n . F u r t h e r large-scale n u c l e a r d e v e l o p m e n t s h o u l d o n l y 
t a k e place i f a n d w h e n t h e v i t a l issue o f safety a n d o u r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h e 
f u t u r e o f m a n k i n d a re sa t i s fac to r i ly r e so lved . T h e r e s h o u l d be a n i n t eg ra t ed 
t r a n s p o r t sys tem, w i t h t h e emphas i s o n p r o v i d i n g be t te r a n d cheaper pub l i c 
t r a n s p o r t . T h i s increased p u b l i c c o n t r o l o f t h e e c o n o m y m u s t be c o m b i n e d -
w i t h m u c h greater d e m o c r a t i c p a r t i c i p a t i o n b y t h e w o r k e r s i n d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g 
a t a p l a n t , firm, i n d u s t r y a n d e c o n o m y l e v e l . 

( b ) A k e y q u e s t i o n w o u l d be t h e tmlance o f payiftrarts, w h i c h has t o be t a c k l e d i n 
a n e w w a y . T h e steps o u t l i n e d a b o v e c a n lead t o a t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f t he 
s t r uc tu r e a n d efficiency o f B r i t i s h i n d u s t r y based o n increased a n d ca re fu l ly 

1200 d i rec ted i n v e s t m e n t i n t he m i a i n i ndus t r i e s , u s i n g t h e grea t resources o f the b i g 
financial i n s t i t u t i o n s a n d t h e e n t h u s i a s m »id ctti^^i^^^^tibB^W^^^^ people. 
T h e s e steps have t o f o e c6 \hb ined , h o w e v e r , w i t h a b a n o n t h e e x p o r t o f c a p i t a l 
a n d e n d i n g m i l i t a r y e x p e n d i t u r e overseas. T h e repeated a n d f a t a l e f fo r t s t o 
" s o l v e " B r i t a i n ' s i m m e d i a t e balance o f p a y m e n t s p r o b l e m b y r e s o r t i n g t o t h e 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l financiers a n d b o r r o w i n g , w h i c h places m a j o r r e s t r a i n t s o n 
B r i t i s h sovere ign ty a n d f r e e d o m o f dec i s ion , h a v e t o be ended. M a j o r overseas 
share-hold ings o f B r i t i s h firms a n d i n s t i t u t i o n s s h o u l d be s o l d o f f , a n d t h e r o l e 
o f stertingaGsi P r e s e r v e c u r r e n c y ended. Select ive i m p o r t c o n t r o l s w o u l d h a v e 
t o be i m p o s e d . W i t h d r a w a l f r o m t h e C o m m o n M a r k e t a n d a n e n d t o i t s 

1210 e c o n o m i c a n d p o l i t i c a l r e s t r i c t i ons w o u l d enable B r i t a i n t o d e t e r m i n e i t s 
e c o n o m i c s t ra tegy a n d deve lop i ts t r a d e o n a w o r l d scale. These measures 
w b u l d enable s o m e o f t h e k e y e c o n o m i c p r o b l e m s t o be t a ck l ed a n d secure a n 
i m p o r t a n t degree o f p l a n n e d d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e B r i t i s h e c o n o m y , as w e l l as a 
change i n i t s d i r e c t i o n . 

(c ) T h e r e has t o be a change o f soc ia l p r i o r i t i e s so t h a t t he r e is a b i g e x t e n s i o n o f 
soc ia l service spend ing o n pens ions , benefits , h o u s i n g a n d e d u c a t i o n . M i l i t a r y 
e x p e n d i t u r e s h o u l d be h a l v e d ; a w e a l t h t a x i n t r o d u c e d ; c o r p o r a t i o n t axa t j i c^ 
increased, a n d in t e r e s t ra tes reduced. Pri<» c o n t r o l s s h o u l d be en fo rced a n d 
V A T o n essent ial goods abo l i shed . T h e r o t e o f t h e co -ope ra t i ve m o v e m e n t i n 

1220 d i s t r i b u t i o n a n d p r o d u c t i o n s h o u l d be ex tended . Increased ra tes o f g r o w t h 
r e s u l t i n g f r o m these c o m b i n e d measures , a n d t h e consequent s l a sh ing (xT 
u n e m p l o y m e n t , w o u l d p r o v i d e b ig a d d i t i o n a l resources f o r soc i a l spending. 
T h e r e s h o u l d be f u l l r e s t o r a t i o n o f co l l ec t ive b a r g a i n i n g a n d increased wages. 

A l l these pol ic ies w o u l d r e q u i r e t he closest c o - o p e r a t i o n be tween t h e ^ o v e m m e n t -
a n d t h e u n i o n s . A g o v e r n m e n t c a r r y i n g o u t such a p rogress ive p r o g r a m m e c o u l d 
be assured t h a t t h e unions^ w o u l d t a k e t h i s i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n f o r m i n g t h e i r 
wage demands . 

These measures w o u l d enable t h e essent ia l causes o f t h e cr is is t o be t a ck l ed , 
w h i l e s h i f t i n g the balance o f class forces i n f a v o u r o f t he w o r k i n g class. 

1230 T h e fierce resistance t o t h i s p o l i c y w h i c h w o u l d c o m e f r o m t h e m o n o p o l i s t s a n d 

* Detailed plans on various industries and social questions cannot be included in a programme of 
this kind. They can also vary from time to time in the light of new developments. The Communist 
Party produces both short and long term proposals of a more detailed character on many such issues, 
to supplement the general policy outlined in this programme. 



bankers at home and abroad wouW have to be met by mobilising wide popular 
support for it on the basis of full democratic discussion at every level in society. 
The right of the,democratically elected government to carry out its programme 
would be firmly maintained. Concentrating the measures of nationalisation on the 
main monopoly groups would create possibilities for dividing the capitalist class 

1240 and preventing united, capitalist counter-action. 
The private sector of the economy would be subject to the general economic 

controls necessary to ensure the carrying out of the government's programme. 
There would also be practical measures in the form, for example, of cheap credits, 
the abolition of VAT, rent controls, etc., to help small businesses and shops and 
small farmers. 
Extending Democracy 
A central problem facing the left is how to democratise power and extend 
democracy. MPs must win greater control over the executive; there should be 
provision for their recall; voting should be on the basis of proportional 

1250 representation; the House of Lords should be abolished; the structure of the civil 
service should be made more democratic and its top personnel radically changed. 
Drastic changes should be made in the Official Secrets Act to stop it being used as 
a means of suppressing essential information. 

Democratic changes in the armed forces are vital. Britain under a left government 
would need efficient and adequately-equipped armed forces to defend it against 
external enemies. But it is essential that the domination of their upper echelons by 
representatives of the capitalist class should be ended, and that their members 
should be granted full trade union and democratic rights. Tliis should also apply 

" t o the p<:#(^fopees, and the use of both for strike breaking or other actions against 
1260 the people's democratic rights should be prohibited. 

The left governmeal.should also take the most vigorous measures to combat 
racialism by the repeal of all racialist legislation such as the 1971 Immigration Act; 
the outlawing of all racialist propaganda, with legal penalties for acts of racialism 
and discrimination ;.a programme of expanding social services, housing, education, 
to assist minority groups to overcome the present conditions of deprivation in 
which so many live. Local democratic organisations must be encouraged, assisted 
by government finance, actively to campaign against all forms of racialism. 

The parliaments for the^)eopIe of Scotland and Wales should have adequate 
rights and powers to enable them to meet the national aspirations of the people, 

1270 increase their democratic control and develop their economies. The people of 
England should have similar rights in relation to their affairs. 

The trade unions, fully independent and free from government interference or 
control, would have an important part to play in supporting the government's 
general policies against attacks from the right. A big development of industrial 
democracy would be vital to the carrying out of these policies and in overcoming 
monopoly resistance. 

Workers elected directly, and those appointed by the TUC and public bodies, 
should comprise a majority of the management boards of the nationalised concerns, 
and their responsibility should be extended, on the principle of mutuality, to 

1280 decision-making on all important matters. This would be a means of exerting 
pressure on the state. There would be a similar participation and control at all 
levels. This would make a significant contribution to the extension of workers' 
control and industrial democracy within the nationalised industries and firms, as 
well as contributing to the democratic process in planning the economy. 

In the remaining private sector we are against workers' participation in manage­
ment, which would be disguised class collaboration. The necessary extension of 
industrial democracy in the private sector, which would be vital for any effective 
government control, would be achieved by struggle by the unions. They would 
seek to expand the area subject to collective bargaining and mutual agreement to 

1290 include all important decision-making, e.g. forward manpower planning, 
investment, the location of development projects. Mandatory provision of all 
relevant information to the unions, or "opening the books", is a pre-condition for 
an effective extension of collective bargaining of this nature. 

The participation in control exercised by those who work in educational 
institutions, hospitals and local government, as well as by the public, should also 



be greatly increased, and diis will help to inq>rove their eflicienc^ and the service 
they give to the community. 

The practical foundation for women's l iba t ion must be laid by the full 
implementation of equal pay and equal opportilaities; the provision of adequate 

1300 nurseries and child-care facilities; the extension of public services such as laundries 
and cheap restaurants; and better health facilities, including out-patient abortion 
services and more resources for the provision of, and further research into, 
contraception. 

Hie monopoly control of the newspapm and the media should be ended. No 
one should own more than one daily or Sunday paper, the monopoly groups 
should be broken up, the newsprint and ink firms nationalised, and government-
owned printing facilities acquired from the monopolists should be placed at the 
disposal of democratic bodies at reasonable rates. The BBC and IBA should be 
democratically controlled. All democratic partly should have the right to own and 

1310 operate their own newspaper and presses, and their representatives should be 
accorded full access to the media. 
A new f w ^ p policy 
Britain should pursue an independent foreign policy, co-operating with the 
socialist countries, the national liberation movements and the third world, and the 
progressive forces in the capitalist world for peace and progress. It should be in the 
forefront of the-campaign for detente and the fulfilment of the Helsinki Agreements. 
It should withdraw from NATO, and work for an agreed dissolution of both 
NATO and the Warsaw Pact and th«r replacement by an all-inclusive European 
Security system. Independence should be granted to all remaining British colonies, 

1320 all British troops abroad should bp withdrawn, and all foreign military bases 
liquidated. Britain should unilaterally renounce nuclear arms and supx^ryfc treaty 
to outlaw the manufacture andji^sessioft'oC^pjeiltti' w^odT^affliri^ons, with a 
similar prohibition «̂  gernf^iddjduieaiiva^Me, and work for general and 
complete disarmament -

It should withdnHW from the Common Market and aim to develop all-European 
co-operation in trade, communications, transport, culture, and the |Hld>t^iOn of 
the environment. 

Full support sh(»|[̂  be given to the national liberation struggle in Southern 
Africa, and td-the achieving of a lasting peace in the Middte East on the basis of 

1330 United Nations resoluticHis. Aid to the third world countries should be an 
important part of its policy. 

It should ensure a democratic solution in Northern Ireland, based on the 
implementation of a Bill of Rights, the ending of all repressive measures, and 
financial aid and other measures to begin to tackle the appalling problems of 
poverty and unemployment. These steps should lead to the speedy and complete 
withdrawal of British troops and the creation of conditions in which sectarian 
strife could be ended, and the Irish people could exercise their right to self-
determination, and work for the reunification of their country. Only in this way 
will the causes of violence in Northern Irelan4 be overcome, and the basis 

1340 laid for a new relationship of co-operadon between the peoples of Ireland and 
Britain. 

A new kind of Labour Goyemment 
These are some of the points we put forward as part of the immediate 
alternative programme the situation requires. Its detailed working out, and 
application by a left government would take into account the balance of forces at 
home and in the worid and the economic situation. 

This programme should be pressed on whatever Labour Government is in office. 
But big changes in the composition of the government would be ess^tial to its full 
implementation. 

1350 They could only come about as a result of Uie further decisive changes to the left 
in the movement which have to be won, in the Labour Party, its National 
Executive Committee and Parliamentary Labour Party, and in the relationship of 
the Communist Party and the Labour Party. It is in the course of this struggle that 
the left leaders would emerge who would comprise a left government elected on 



the baas of socha progmiBine and dderauned tocarry it oat As the programme 
is carried out, new demands and still further changes in govennent would become 
possible. 

But to guaiaotee this chimge needs a stronger Communist Parly, lwli»ng to unite 
the labour movement and the democratic movemmte, and Conununists in 

1360 ParUaotent Hie left fight in the House of Commons would be greatly ̂ ngth«ied 
by Communist representatives there^ Both British expoienoe and the impwt^t 
left developments in Western Europe show that a breakthrough to Communis 
ptrliamentary representation is vifad for the success of left policin. The leadership 
and record of service to the working class movement of the Communist Party in 
struggles outside Parliament needs to be reflected inside. 

How can such a Left Labour Government be achieved? Even now it is posabte 
for the pressure of the mass movement to influence the polidra of the Govemmmt, 
as has happened before. But we are not speaking of a reluctant rig^t wing Labour 
Govemment compelled by the struggle of the mass movement to implement one 

1370 or other left measures. A left government would be one whi(^ not only responifed 
to pressure, but which would be responsible to, shaped by, and a product of the 
popular democratic alliance. 

The fundamental characteristic of such a government would be its attitude to tlK 
class struggle and the respective classes. Unlike all previous Labour Governments, 
it would begin to solve the economic problems and crisis in all areas of sodety 
in a way that would enhance the position of the working class and its allies, and 
weaken the position of capitalism and the ruling class. It would carry out a series 
of measures which, on all fronts, would shift the balance of dass forces against the 
big capitalists and their closest allies in favour of the working class and its allies. 

1 3 ^ It wottid not be a scK:ialist government carrying out a socialist revohititm, but 
one which, in t l^ closest relationship with the moveuKnt outside PaihanKnt, 
would begin to cani(i^e^ a major democratic transformation of British sodety. 

The period of such a tiew kind of Labour Govemnwnt can produce a further 
left shift in the labour moveMHt, widen and politically enrich the broad alliance, ^ 
and streiigthen the Jeft parties. In particular, while the left shift in the Labour 
Party is consolidated and extended, the influence of the Communist Party, because 
of its nature and its unique role, w<wld be grratly increased, particularly to the 
extent that it helped develop and give leadership to the mass movement, arid won 
parliamentary representation. Subsequent left governments, therefore, would ^mcKt 

1390 certainly be of a different composition—with the Labour Party shifting further to 
the left, the Communist Party acquiring a more significant presence, other 
progressive forces perhaps being added, and new forms of Labour-Communist 
unity being forged. As a consequence, the programme of subsequent left 
governments would be more far-reaching, and thdr composition woidd r^tect 
these changes. 
The reladoiKliip between goyemment and broad alliance 
The success, and indeed the survival of such left governments would depend on 
closeness of the relationship with the mass moyement, their willingness to respond 
to the latter's demands and initiatives, their capadty to mobilise that movemrait, 

1400 and their ability to move at a pace which would strengthen the broad aOî mce. 
Co-operation with, and support from, the trade unions, the co-operative 

movement, the political parties of the labour movement, and the other existing 
democratic organisations would be'vital. Espedally impoftaat would foe the 
campaigning at local level through the trades coundls and other democratic 
organisations and movements. New forms of popular organisation and new forms 
of struggle, giving united expression to the demands of the people, will also 
undoubtedly develop, and should be eircouraged. 

The governments' actions would i^ay a key role in strcngtlttning the position of 
the working class movement, widening its alliances and deepening the political 

1410 understandingof the broad alliance. 
This would come about, fii^tly, by thdr ability to tackle successfully the country's 

problems, enhance living standards, and generate a more democratic sodety. It 
would strengthen the appeal of the left forces. 

Secondly, the measures introduced by left governments, by shifting the balance 



of class forcesj would greoOy strengthen the position of the working class and its 
allies. For examine, natronalisatton and greater democratic control over the big 
firms and the economy as a whole would weaken the economic power of the '̂big 
capitalists, and the measures taken to democratise the media would also help to 
undermine their ideological power and influence. Similarly, democratisation of the 

1420 state structure would serve increasingly to break the grip of the ruUng class over 
the various parts of the state apparatus. 

Thirdly, resistance from the right, from the big capitalists and elsewhere, would 
demonstrate, on the one hand the vital importance of extra-parliamentary action 
and mass pressure, and on the other hand, the need for a left government to go 
further, for example, to nationalise more big firms, exercise special control over 
currency movements, reform 'the civil service and the armed forces, etc. 
The revolutionary transition 
What is the relationship between the democratic process and the revolutionary 
change to socialism? 

1430 The democratic process can produce a profound change iii the balance of class 
forces, in the country, in the economy, and in the state apparatus. For social 
revolution and the transition to socialism, however, state power is critical. What is 
needed is the winning of state power from the old ruling class by the working class 
and its allies, and the democratisation of the state apparatus. 

On no subjecfin Britain is there such political hs^pocrisy as on that of the state. 
The modem state is the product of monopoly capitalism. The major civil service 
and army reforms of the past period were carried through to shape a state machine 
which would serve the ends of capitalism. The social composition, training and 
indoctrination of the higher echelons of the state apparatus were governed bsf otitis 

1440 aim. Governments come and go,̂  hat the social na&ice of thtflBastiug tdp state 
personiiiBl is permaasfnt. Orf#tirfemeM they aiiaiost invariably join the boards of 
big business, and the i-werse process also takes place. 

No Labour Goveniment so far has made basic changes in the social composition 
and functioning of this apparatus. Since these governments were canying out 
policies which were in the general interests of the ruling class, the existing class 
composition of tlw jygher state echelons was eminently suited to execute these 
policies. 

But left governments can and must change the composition and structure of the 
state machine by democratising it. Even before any such government is elected, 

1450 this demand should be pressed for. There should be no illusions—this will be 
the most bitterly contested aspect of the programme of the left government, not 
least from within the state machine itself. 

A left majority in the House of Commons and the establishment of a left govern­
ment would mark a major change. It would mean that.the House of Commons and 
the Government—that is, the legislature and the executive—were won by democratic 
struggle from the control of the capitalist class, the minority, so that they served 
the interests of the working class and its allies, the majority of the population. At 
this stage, the armed forces, the police, the civil service, the judiciary, etc.— t̂hat is, 
the state apparatus—^would still remain in the hands of the class representatives of 

1460 capitahsm. But the nature of the British constitution, under which Parliament has 
supreme authority, gives a left government the democratic right and the means, 
backed by the mass struggle of the people, to carry through drastic and necessary 
reforms in the state apparatus to correspond to the political change in the country 
expressed in the electoral verdict of the people. 

This will involve carrying further the steps already outlined eariier in this section, 
including changes in top personnel, and in methods of recruitment and training, and 
in the way the various departments function, as well as the abolition of some 
departments and the addition of new ones. Alongside such democratic change 
within state institutions, steps to ensure more control of them by the elected 

1470 organisations of the people should be introduced. 
It is in this context that the fight back of the bourgeois and reactionary forces 

must be considered. This could take a legal form—the attempt to oust a left 
government in a general election. It could also involve attempts to change the law 
to make the election of a left government more difficult or impose hmitations on 



its powers. Finally, it could take the form of sabotage or an armed coup, whether 
' before or after an election. 

Although millions of working people still vote for it, the Tory Party is the party 
of the big capitalists, who will resist progress by all means, up to and including 
force, if they can. 

1480 We hold the view that all democratic parties, including those opposed to socialism, 
should be guaranteed political rights and the right legally to contend for power in 
elections. That is, the struggle should proceed in conditions of political pluralism. 
The declared position of the labour movement, including the Communist Party, 
is that it will respect the verdict of the electors, and that a left government will 
stand down if it is defeated in an election. We believe that correct policies by such 
a government, winning the support of the great majority of the working class and 
other sections, taking them into its confidence and greatly extending democracy, 
can reduce the chance of a Tory comeback to a minimum. 

The position of the Tory Party will be weakened by the measures taken against 
1490 its principal backers, the big monopolists; by the steps taken to limit big business 

domination of the press, and to open up the mass media to the working people, 
and by the measures taken by the government to tackle the crisis in the interests 
of the people. 

Moreover, since the Tory Party is not solely supported by big capitalists, but by 
large sections of the working class and the middle strata, it is likely that, as the 
country moves left, it will be increasingly racked by internal divisions on the 
question of how to avoid losing its mass basis. 

But the possibility of the Tories, or a coalition of capitalist parties, defeating the 
left govcruipent In an election, cannot be excluded. In that event, there can be no 

1500 question of a coup by the left to reverse the electoral verdict, though it should 
certainly resist;%^y|^democratic means, any efforts by the Tory Government to 
reverse the political aiaB economic gains won by the working peeple. 

The real danger of a coî «pmes from the right. This was shown in Chile, and 
has been further demonstrated by the reaction of the United States and other 
Western governments to the democratic struggles and advances of the left in Italy 
and France, and their financial and political support of the right winĝ  forces. 

In the event of such a right wing coup being launched, the left government 
should have no hesitation in using force to defeat it. 

While the government would rely on its mass support among the people, the 
1510 composition and orientation of the armed forces would be critical. Hence the need, 

already stated, for democratic reforms in the armed forces, changes in their 
structure and personnel, and a political battle to win support from within their 
ranks for the policy of the left government and for the democratic process, and 
later, in support of socialist construction. This would be closely related to the 
breadth of support for the broad alliance, which would directly and indirectly 
affect the position within the armed forces. 

The possibility of a coup, in fact, depends above all on the relation of political 
forces. Hence the importance of winning the mass political majority, with the 
working class as its core, ready and willing to use its strength to support the left 

1520 government. This also emphasises the need to win all democratic forces around the 
labour movement, so isolating the Tory Party. The more support there is for the 
left government, the less will be the possibility of creating the political atmosphere 
of tension and social chaos in which a coup could be launched. 

This, then is the process of transition to socialism in Britain as we see it. It can 
only come about when the majority of the people are convinced that it is necessary 
wid that they want it, and are prepared to overcome all the powerful forces which 
want to maintain capitalism. 

They can come to see the necessity, and achieve the clarity, strength of purpose, 
unity, organisation and confidence required to make it a reaUty, in the big strug^es 

1530 to extend democracy, weaken monopoly power, and support a left government in 
the carrying out of its policy. 

It will be a process in which the strong points of capitalist power—economic, 
political and ideological—are successively taken over by the working people. The 
later stages of the democratic process would, in eflfect, be the period of revolutionuy 
transition to socialism. 

They would involve carrying the democratic process to its conclusion—the 



complete ending of the grip of Uie monopoly capitalists on sodety, and the 
transfer of political and economic power, of the state apparatus, into the hands of 
the overwhelming majority of the population, the working class and its allies. 



4 Buitding socialism 

Communists want not only a society in which there are more material goods and 
better social services, but one in which the great and varied capacities of mm and 
women can be fully developed. Changing the economic system is not an end in 
itself. It is a means of creating conditions in which human beings will be able to 
realise their full potentialities, in which they will be able to work together for the 
common good instead of being divided by class, sex or race. 

Capitalism crushes human individiiality, subordinates men and women to the 
needs of the profit system, sets them against each other. Socialism aims to develop 
their individuality, in all its infinite variety, by creating a society in which 

1550 exploitation and poverty are ended, and the resources of science and technology 
used to reduce the time spent in monotonous and mech^cal jobs to a mimmtun, 
and vastly increase the amount devoted to leisure and creative work. 

Our concept of socialism is not a society in which the state and the government, 
as institutions separate from the people, either raiment them or do everything for 
them. It is the people themsdves who have to build socialism, become involved in 
^v$^Qgient, ^ d be responsible for the devdopment of society. Tni^'pod^ flew attitudes to society, to work and to culture will develop. New 
relations, based on co-operation instead of domination and exploitation, will come 
into being betweei5F^^45exes, between generations, between races and between 1560 nations. 

Bringing about this change in society and in the outlook of men and women will 
not easy. It is not only that there will be capitalist opposition, but tihat th»e will 
be for a long period the heritage of capitalist ideas in people's minds. 

But this only reinforces the^need for the fullest development of democracy, since 
it is only on that basis that such ideas can be eflfectively contested and defeated, 
and the outlook of people changed, so that they take a more and more active and 
conscious part in the building of the new society. 
The economics of sodalism 
Because under socialism all the main industries and means ot production are 1570 publicly owned, the wealth produced by the labour of the worker in them would 
be available for the use of the people as a whole, including that whidi is now 
appropriated as their private profit by a lurndfiil of capitalists. P̂art of it would be 
used to increase the standard of living of the people directly, m ^ form of wages, 
pension, allowances and gr^ts, or lower prices, xtr both. oi it would be used 
for the sodal ser\ices, such as health, education and housing, and for culture and 
leisure amenities. The third part would be used for reinvestment in industry and 
agriculture, so as to expand production. FinaUy, part would be used to provide 
funds and staff for the administration of the sodalist state and for its defence 
forces. 

1580 The socialist government would have two main ainu: 
(1) To complete the sodalist m^onalisation of aUmonc^lies and other large 

COIKNUS in productive industry, finance and distribution; of urban laiui, except 
that of owner-occupiers; and of large agricultural estates. Only limited 
compensation would be paid in the form of reasonable life annuities to 
individuals, provided by the state. It would be a phased nationalisation and 
would not indude the small concerns. 

(2) To initiate socialist planning over the economy as a whole, to raise the peoplo's 
living standards and continuously expand production. This would be done in 
consultation with and in response to popular organisations in all the rdevsnt 1590 fields. 

Sodalism in Britain would be built on an economic and industrial base that is 
more developed than in most countries. It is, however, as has been shown, an 



eronomy that lias b«eft distorted by tbe pressure of 
. presents the possibitity of correcting that distortion^ 

Socialist nationalisation and planning would elimiBate the wastage of the pRsent 
chaotic society. It would also redirect national wealth to regeneratiag indus^ and 
to providing the vital social and welfare advafices the country needs, augna^ted > 
by taxes on those with higher incomes. 

Sodalism possesses an enormous advantage over capitalism whidi, despite its 
1600 achievements, places severe restrictions on possible economic development became . 

of its contradictions. 
Because of its planned nature and production for use, socialism eliminates the 

cycle of booms and slumps. Technology itself is publicly owned, rationally planned 
and applied across the board. As a result higher growth rates would be possible 
than und^r capitalism. 

Under soci^ism financial policy would be a means of ensuring proper use of tlw 
country's resources, labour, plant, materials and the land. A socialist government 
budget would be of a radically different pattern from those of capitalist govemmoite. 
Its main source of revenue would be the publicly owned enterprises. Perstmal 

1610 taxation would take a simple form, and the aim would be to keep indirect taxation 
down. Budget expenditure would include funds for expanded production and all 
social services. Drastic cuts in military expenditure would release resources for 
constructive use. 

Fmeign trade and monetary movements would be planned. With overseas 
investment abolished, foreign borrowing curtailed, the role of the City eliminated, 
the speculative commodity markets closed down and trade expanded, a rational 
handling of the balance of payments would become possible. 

The success of socialist idanning will depend upon a detailed a g d i n U m ^ ^ ^ 
knowledge of the enterprises opwaaed jffli ^cij^i^^0ll^$^^i^^rs 

1620 involved. A socialistgoveriM^f aiH} kt^ authority, in conjunction with 
the relevant trade uniomHattd public bodies, would produce draft plans for 
discussion by the House of Commons and the nation as a whole. Before 
finalisation by Parliament the plans would be submitted to the unicmsi c O r O p ^ a t i ^ ^ 
consumer bodies and councils at regional, local and factory level. 

Both existing a o ^ e w nationalised industries would be conducted on democratic 
lines of planmag and consultation. The Boards would have a majority c^workos 
elected from the industry md appointed by the trade uaiottS; 

Trade tmions would be independent of the state, and the development of 
industrial democrat^ woidd have a vital role in creating the economie base for 

1630 socialism, and in strengthening political support for the socialist government. 
Management would be really democratic, with workers' participation at all levels, 
in planiiing industry as a wh(de and in every enterprise and dep^rtm^ait I l ie 
workers would have a dominant say in determining envinmamt and conditions of 
work. Unions would be responsible for protecting the conditions of the workers 
and negotiating wages and other benefits. They, with the Government, woiild n««d 
to guard against over-centralisaticm and the subordination of the interests of one r 
section of the workers to those of another section. Excessive pressure of production 
targets, abuses of the work force and unreasonable demands by the managemott lor 
the central planning authorities would be avoided or corrected by the full 

1640 developmentof industrial democracy. 
This is one resped; in which socialist nationalisation would be radically different 

from capitalist nationalisation, iii which the boards have been mainly staffed by T 
representatives of the capitalist class and have created a bur̂ u«ratic and 
undemocratic structure. Under capitalism it is mainly the unprofitable industries 
and services which have been nationalised, to provide cheap raw materials and 
transport for private industry. They were nationalised on terms which crippfcd 
their development and have had to meet huge interest burdens both to pay 
compensation and secure finance for development. All this would change under , 
socialism. 

1650 . The co-operative movement would be encouraged. Ahieady on the distribtition 
side it is a weapon against the monopolists. This role would be enhanced and the 
co-operatives encouraged to expand into new production spheres for which they 
are suited. 

Hiough the main industries and much of the land would be in public ownership. 



s m a l l businesses, shops a n d f a i m s w o u l d h a v e a place i n socia l i s t socie ty . T h e y 
w o u l d be fa^ped t o f u l f i l a use fu l r o l e , w i t h p r o p e r s tandards f o r t hose t h e y 
«ni^oyed, a n d w o u l d be free f r o m t h e g r i n d i n g ^ e s s u r e o f t h e m o n o p o l i e s . 

P k u m i a g , c e n t r a l a n d l o c u l , m u s t benef i t t h e c o n s u m e r s . Q o s e a t t e n t i o n w o u l d 
t h e r e f o r e be p a i d t o c o n s u m e r demands , tbc e n c o u r a g e m e n t o f p u b l i c c r i t i a s m a n d 

1660 adv ice f r o m consumers* o r g a n i s a t i o n s , w h i d i w o u l d be ex tended a n d w o u l d r q w e s e n t 
an sect ions o f t h e peop le . 

Soc ia l i s t e c o n o m i c p l a n n i n g w o u l d idso h a v e t h e v i t a l t a sk o f sa feguard ing t h e 
e a r t h ' s p r e c i o u s resources, p r e v e n t i n g i i K l u s t i i a l p o l l u t i o n a n d p r o t e c t i n g t h e 
e n v i r o n m e n t . T h e r e s h o u l d be d e m o c r a t i c a c c o u n t a b i l i t y o f a l l p u b l i c bodies 
i n v o l v e d . A b i g increase i n p u b l i c l y financed a n d c o n t r o l l e d scient i f ic research a n d 
d e v e l o p m e n t c o u l d be a m a j o r f ac to r i n i m p r o v i n g l i f e . P r o p e r l y app l i ed , e x i s t i n g 
sc ient i f ic a n d t e c h n i c a l k n o w l e d g e c o u l d release peop le f r o m senseless a n d 
r e p e t i t i v e t o i l a n d p r o v i d e a v a r i e t y o f l e i sure a n d e m p l o y m e n t p o s s i b i l i t i ^ n o t 
y e t seen. T o h e l p b r i n g t h i s a b o u t , a b i g e f f o r t s h o u l d be m a d e t o increase t h e 

1670 sc ient i f ic u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e p e ^ I e , so t h a t t h e y c o u l d p a r t i c i p a t e i n dec id ing o n 
t h e p r o p e r use o f scient i f ic a n d t e c h n o l o g i c a l k n o w l e d g e a n d capacit ies . 

A g r i c u l t u r e , a l r eady o n e o f B r i t a i n ' s W ^ e ^ i n d u s t r i e s , w i l l become even m o r e 
i m p o r t a n t , b o t h t o s u p p l y o a r o w n g r o w i n g needs a n d t o m a k e B r i t a i n ' s c o n t r i b u t i o n 
t o t h e e l i m i n a t i o n o f w o r l d h u n g e r . I t w i l l r e q u i r e a sui^x»rt p r o ^ t t m m e b y t h e 
s tate t o achieve a h i g h t echn ica l d e v e l o p m e n t a n d t h e s u p p l y o f f o o d a t reasonalde 
prices. T h e g r i p o f t h e m o n o p o l i e s o v e r f a r m i n g t h r o u g h t h e i r c c m t r o l o f t h e 
m a n u f a c t u r e a n d d i s t r i b u t i o n o f fe r t i l i sers , insecticides, m a c h i n e r y , etc. , w o u l d be 
b r o k e n . F a r m w o r k e r s ' wages w o u l d be b r o u g h t u p t o t h e l e v e l o f s k i l l e d w o r k e r s 
«,9th^.ii^ustries a n d h o u a n g a n d a m e n i t i e s i n t h e c o u n t r y s i d e w o ^ ^ 

1680 i m p f o v i a i . i ^ m a l l f a r m i n g w o u l d n o t be p r o h i b i t e d , b u t encouraged , a n d v o l u n t a r y 
f a r m e r s ' c o - e p ^ ^ e s w o u l d be p r o m o t e d . T h e largest p r i v a t e l y - o w n e d f a r m s 
w o u l d become s ^ f r i ^ E o p e r t y . 

A s f a r as i n c o m e s genera l ly a re concerned , t he huge gap w h i c h exists a t presen t 
b e t w e e n those o f t he v e r y rich a n d t h e m a j o r i t y o f t he people, w o u l d be e l i m i n a t e d . 
W a g e s a n d salaries w o u l d be n e g o t i a t e d w i t h t he t r ade u n i o n s , t a k i n g i n t o a c c o u n t 
t h e needs o f society, a n d a i m i n g t o reduce excessive d i f fe ren t ia l s . 

A flourishing socia l i s t e c o a p m y w m d d be ab le t o mee t t he socia l needs o f t he 
peop le a n d i m p r o v e t h e q u a l i t y o f l i f e . I t w o u l d g ive p r i o r i t y t o p r o v i d i n g eve ry 
f a m i l y w i t h a separalte h o u s e o r flat a t a l o w r e n t o r purchase pr ice . T h e h e a l t h 

1690 service w o u l d be expanded a n d w o u l d be f ree a n d ava i l ab l e t o a l l . E d u c a t i o n a l 
' o p p o r t u n i t i e s w o u l d be g rea t l y ex tended , w i t i h n u r s e r y schools f o r a l l c h i l d r e n u p 

t o s choo l e n t r y age, genu ine c o m p r e h e n s i v e e d u c a t i o n o n t h e basis o f t h e p r o v i s i o n 
o f t h e necessary b u i l d i n g s a n d fac i l i t i e s , a n d expanded h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n t o serve 
t h e needs o f society . T h e a r t s , spor t s , l e i sure a n d c u l t u r a l faciOties w o u l d a l l 
receive t h e necessary e n c o u r a g e m e n t a n d increased financial a s s i s t w c e , as t h e 
essent ia l c o n d i t i o n f o r a f u l l l i f e . T h e r e t i r e m e n t age w o u l d be l o w e r e d , a n d those 
w h o h a d g i v e n a l i f e t i m e ' s service t o socie ty w o u l d h a v e pens ions b i g e n o u g h t o 
enable t h e m t o l i v e i n d i g n i t y a n d secur i ty , as w e l l as g o o d h o u s i n g a n d w d f a r e 
services. 

1700 Foreign policy 
A socia l is t g o v e r n m e n t w o u l d p a r t i c i p a t e t o t h e f u l l i n s u p p o r t i n g a n d 
d e v e l o p i n g t h e process o f de ten te a n d d i s a r a m m e n t , a n d t h e p r inc ip le s o f peaceful 
coexistence. 

I t s p a r t i c u l a r pol ic ies a t a n y g i v e n t i m e w o u l d depend o n t h e c i rcumstances 
t h e n p r e v a i l i n g a n d t h e degree t o w h i c h t h e f o r e i g n po l i c i es o f p r e v i o u s l e f t 
g o v e r n m e n t s h a d succeeded. 

H o w e v e r , i t w o u l d c o n d u c t i t s f o r e i g n p o l i c y o n these b r o a d p r inc ip l e s . 
— T o w i n a w o r l d w i t h o u t w a r a n d t o r e n o u n c e w a r as a n i n s t r u m e n t o f f o r d g n 

p o l i c y . H e n c e i t s o p p o s i t i o n t o a n t a g o n i s t i c m i l i t a r y b locs , i t s s u p p o r t f o r 
1710 w o r l d d i s a r m a m e n t a n d o u t l a w i n g o f a l l nuc l ea r w e a p o n s a n d w e a p o n s o f 

mass d e s t r u c t i o n . I t w o u l d be v i g i l a n t i n de tec t ing a n d o p p o s i n g n e w weapons 
a n d m e t h o d s o f w a r f a r e , i n c l u d i n g i n outer-space. 

— A w o r l d w i t h o u t w a r a n d conques t r equ i res t h e v i c t o r y o f n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n 
e v e r y w h e r e ; a n e n d t o a l l fascist r eg imes ; f u l l a n d e q u a l rights a n d indepcn-



dence for all nations, respect for their territorial integrity and non-interference, 
in their internal affairs. Hence all movements for national liberation would be 
supported; neo-coIoniaUst policies of continued economic exploitation ended; 
and full support accorded to all measures to overcome poverty and under­
development in the third world. 

1720 — As a European nation Britain would be concerned to develop fully ^dl-
European co-operation in all important spheres, security, trade and economics, 
and social and cultural questions. On a world ̂ c ^ the aim would be to 
extend trade and co-operation on the widest possible basis, and in particular 
with the sodalist countries. 

— Britain would seek to enhance the status and authority of the United Nations, 
in which all nations large and small should have their rightful place. 

— A socialist government would radically cut military expenditure. Its defence 
policy would consist in retaining adequate armed forces for Britain's defence 
from any outside aggression and in fulfilling obligations arising from all 

1730 inclusive alliances for this purpose, such as an all-European security 
organisation and the country's obligations arising from the United Nations. 
A socialist government would not, under any circumstances, allow the use of 
the army for strike-breaking and other anti-democratic actions or against the 
democratic verdict of the people. 

Socialist democracy 
Witti political and economic power firmly in their hands, the working people will 
need to use that power to complete the democratisation of the state apparatus and 
to effect a thorough-going d e m o c r ^ transformation of the whole of society. 

This does not mean abolishing existing democratic institutionsand-̂ ;̂̂ »:>->**-
1740 organisations, but changing an,(^.il^srcwi)|^hsitt w^^W ^ ^ B S r e ^ f f ^ ^ I y serve 

the needs of sodetft as'wetf as creating neW organisations where necessary. 
I^riiament would be the sovereign body in the land, exercising its powers as the 

elected representative of the people without restrictions imposed by the Common 
Market or by the actions of the big monopolies and financial institutions. 

There would be full democratic control of the Cabinet by the parliamentary 
majority. A clear dijpH'entiation between the functions of the political parties and 
the state would be essential. Parliament would be a real national forum as well as a 
decision-making body, debating statements of policy as well as voting upon Bills 
drawn up in consultation with all relevant public bodies. It would have Standing 

1750 Committees to enable members to learn about and influence administrative policies, ^ 
so that these are constantly brought under popular scrutiny. The House of 
Commons would be the sole legislative body. There would be no place for the' 
House of Lords or the monarchy in a socialist Britain. 

If elected Parliaments with adequate powers in Scotland and Wales had not yet 
been set up, they would be. The people of England would have similar rights in 
relation to their affairs. There would be continuous review of the experience of 
devolution with the aim of extending the effective power of these bodies. 

The right of self-determination, including separation, would be guaranteed, 
while stressing the need for voluiMary, social, economic and political co-operation 

1760 of the peoples of England, Scotland and Wales for their mutual advantage. The 
unity of Great Britain, however, can only be based on this principle of voluntary 
co-operation between its separate nations. 

The freedom of all democratic political parties, including those hostile to 
socialism, to contend for political support would be guaranteed. The ending of 
capitalist power does not mean the immediate disappearance of classes. This'is a 
long process, and the elimination of class conceptions from people's minds is an 
even longer one. There can also be, in a socialist society, conflicts of views and 
interests which could find expression in a parliamentary form. Nationalist parties 
could well continue to exist until the national problem is completely solved. So 

1770 there can be an objective basis for the existence of different parties in the period of 
the construction of socialism. For these reasons we stand for the plurality of 
parties, and for them having the right to maintain their organisations, produce 
their publications and stand in elections. They should all be pledged to respect the 
verdict of the electors when elections take place. 



I f , h o w e v e r , p a r t i e s h o s t i l e t o s o c i ^ s m t u r n e d t o t h e u s e o f f o r c e , b e f o r e o r 
a f t e r a n e l e c t i o n , t o s a b o t a g e t h e d e m o c r a t i c p r o c e s s , t h e s o d a l i s t g o v e r n m e n t a n d 
t h e w o r k i n g p e o p l e w o u l d u s e w h a t e v e r f o r c e w a s n e c e s s a r y t o d e f e n d d e m o c r a c y . 

• J C h e p r o c e s s o f t r w i ^ o r m i n g t h e s t a t e a p p a r a t u s f r o m o n e s e r v i n g t h e n e e d s o f 
t h e c a p i t a l i s t s t o o n e s e r v i n g t h e n e e d s o f t h e w o r k i n g p e o p l e w o u l d b e c o m p l e t e d 

1780 u n d e r s o c i a l i s m . A s o c i a H s t g o v e r n m e n t w o u l d e n c o u r a g e t h e e x o r c i s e o f t h e i r f u U 
d v i l a n d t r a d e u n i o n rights b y c i t i z e n s i n t h e p o l i c e , t h e a r m y a n d t h e d v i l s e r v i c e . 
I t w o u l d r i g h t l y d e m a n d f r o m t h o s e i n h i g h p o s i t i o n s t h a t t h e y s h o u l d h e l o y a l t o 
t h e e l e c t e d g o v e r n m e n t . T h o s e w h o p r o v e d u n w i l l i n g t o i m p l e m e n t g o v e r n m e n t 
p o l i c y , o r i n c a p a b l e o f d o i n g s o , w o u l d b e r e t i r e d o r f o u n d o t h e r j o b s , w h i l e tfiose 
w h o t r i e d a c t i v e l y t o s a b o t a g e t h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f s o c i a l i s t l e g i s l a t i o n w o u l d b e 
d e a l t w i t h u n d e r t h e l a w . 

T h e j u d i c i a r y w o u l d b e i n d e p e n d e n t o f t h e e x e c u t i v e , a n d n o l o n g e r d r a w n , a s a t 
p r e s e n t , f r o m a s m a l l p r i v i l ^ e d s e c t o r o f t h e c o m m u n i t y . M a g i s t r a t e s w o u l d c o m e 
f r o m n o m i n a t i o n s b y t h e t r a d e u n i o n s a n d o t h e r d e m o c r a t i c b o d i e s . 

1790 A r b i t r a r y a c t s o f o f f i c i a l s w o u l d b e s u b j e c t t o a p p e a l A f r e e l e g a l a i d a n d a d v i c e 
s y s t e m w o u l d p r o v i d e t h e n e c e s s a r y s e r v i c e f o r t h o s e w h o r e q u i r e i t C o r p o r a 
p u n i s h m e n t w o u l d b e a b o l i s h e d a n d t h e d e a t h s e n t e n c e w o u l d n o t b e l o o s e d 
f o r a n y c r i m e . 

C i v i l l i b e r t i e s w o n t h r o u g h t h e c e n t u r i e s w o u l d b e c o n s o l i d a t e d a n d e x t e n d e d . 
T h e s e w o u l d i n c l u d e : h a b e a s c o r p u s t o p r o t e c t c i t i z e n s f r o m a r b i t r a r y d e t e n t i o n ; 
t h e right t o b e t r i e d b y j u r y ; t h e right t o s t r i k e a n d t o d e m o n s t r a t e , a s s o c i a t e a n d 
o r g a n i s e ; f r e e d o m t o t h i n k , w o r k , t r a v e l , p u b l i s h , s p e a k , d i s s e n t , a c t a n d b e l i e v e , 
s u b j e c t o n l y t o t h o s e l i m i t a t i o n s r e q u i r e d i n a n y o r d e r e d a n d j u s t s o c i e t y t o p r o t e c t 

.,, . . 5 3 ^ ^ ^ i n t e r f e r e n c e a n d e x p l o i t a t i o n b y o t h e r s a n d t o s a f e g u a r d d e m o c r a c y . 
1800 T h e r e w o u l d b e f r e e d o m o f r e l i g i o u s w o r s h i p a n d e q u a h t y f o r a l l r d i g i o u s b e l i e f s 

a n d c r e e d s s t e d s e p a r a t i o n o f c h u r c h f r o m s t a t e . I n c i t e m e n t t o r a c e h a t r e d a n d a l l 
f o r m s o f d i s c r i m i i H r t ^ b a s e d o n sex , r a c e , c r e e d o r r e l i g i o n w o u l d b e p r o h i b i t e d . 
A l l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n agsr ios t h o m o s e x u a l s w o u l d b e e n d e d , a n d t h e i r f u l l c i v i l ri^ts 
g u a r a n t e e d . w*^' 

Democratic participatioii 
W h a t e v e r tiie f o r m a l ^ r u c t u r e s , f u l l d e m o c r a c y d e p e n d s o n t h e e x t e n t t o w h i c h 
t h e p e o p l e t h e m s e l v e s p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e r u n n m g o f t l K c o u n t r y . 

S o c i a l i s m a l o n e m a k e s p o s s i b l e a t r e m e n d o u s e x t e n s i o n o f tihis i»rtidpation. I n 
t h e first p l a c e , t h i s r e s u l t s f r o m t h e n a t i o n a h s a t i o n o f t h e m o n o p o l i e s a n d o t h e r 

1810 l a r g e b u s i n e s s e s . T h e m a n a g e m e n t o f t h e s e n a t i o n a l i s e d e n t e r p r i s e s w o u l d b e 
g e n u i n e l y d e m o c r a t i c , w i t h w o r k e r s ' p a r t i c i p a t i o n a t a l l l e v d s , i n p l a n n i n g i n d u s t r y 
as a w h o l e , a n d i n e v e r y e n t e r p r i s e a n d d e p a r t m e n t . T h e w o r k e r s w o u l d h a v e a 
d o m i n a n t s a y i n d e t e r m i n i n g t h e e n v i r o n m e n t a n d t h e c o n d i t i o n s o f t h e i r w o r k . 
L o c a l g o v e r n m e n t s h o u l d b e b r o u g h t m u c h n e a r e r t h e p e o p l e , b y c h a n g e s i n 
s t r u c t u r e , b y c o n t i n u o u s d i s c u s s i o n o f p o l i c y a n d i t s o p e r a t i o n , b y t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t 
o f c o m m u n i t y c o u n c i l s w i t h a d e q u a t e r e s o u r c e s a n d staflF a n d b y more { o r t i c i p a t i o n 
o f l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t w o r k e r s . 

A f r u i t f u l i n t e r j ^ a y b e t w e e n l o c a l a n d n a t i o n a l o r g a n i s a t i o n s a n d bodi» i s 
e s s e n t i a l f o r g e n u i n e p a r t i c i p a t o r y d e m o c r a c y . T h i s h a s t o b e a t w o - w a y p r o c e s s , 

1820 s o t h a t t h o s e w i t h t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r o v e r a l l p l a n n i n g a r c f i i l l y a w a r e o f tl» 
p r e s s u r e a n d d e s i r e s o f t h o s e w h o i m p l e m e n t a n d e n a c t th<»e d e c i s i o n s a n d t h o s e 
w h o . a r e a f f e c t e d b y t h e i r r e s u l t s . 

T e n a n t s ' a s s o d a t i o n s , t r a d e s c o u n d l s , w o m e n ' s o r g i u i i s a t i c n i s , l o c a l c o m m u n i t y 
g r o u p s a n d a c t i o n c o m m i t t e e s s h o u l d b e e n c o u r a g e d , a n d n e w ^ n o c r a t i c 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s b a s e d o n t h e i r s t r u g g l e s a n d e x p e r i e n c e s w o u l d d e v e l o p . 

I n t h e s c h o o l s , u n i v e r s i t i e s a n d c c ^ e g e s , e f f e c t i v e f o r m s o f d e m o c r a t i c 
p a r t i d p a t i o n a n d sup«:vision s h o u l d b e w o r k e d o u t , i n v o l v i n g s t a f f , s t u d e n t s a n d 
p a r e n t s . S i m i l a r p r i n c i p l e s s h o u l d ^ p l y i n t h e h e a l t h s e r v i c e a n d o t h e r s o d a l 
s e r v i c e s . 

1830 T o d e f e n d t h e i r i n t e r e s t s u n d e r c a p i t a l i s m t h e B r i t i s h p e o p l e h a v e c r e a t e d a g r e a t 
v a r i e t y o f g r a s s r o o t s o r g a n i s a t i o n s . I n a s o d a l i s t B r i t a i n t h e r e s h o u l d b e t h e f u l l e s t 
e n c o u r a g e m e n t o f s u c h d e m o c r a t i c i n i t i a t i v e s , a s a n e s s e n t i a l c h e c k t o b u r e a u c r a c y 
a n d t o t h e a b u s e o f p o w e r b y t h e s t a t e . 

T h e p r e s s a n d o t h e r m a s s m e d i a w i l l b e c r u c i a l t o t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f s o c i a l i s t 



democracy. In the period of the transition to sodalism the dissolution of Ac press 
monopolies should have already weakened the grip of big capital. Now fbrther 
steps will be needed to ensure that a democratic and lively press, radio and 
television service is developed, with the state providing the necessary technical 
means for it. Political parties and social grouiB, trade unicths, co-operatives and 

1840 profesaonal associations and organisations for women and young people will be 
enabled to publish newspapers and journals. Individuals would have the right to 
publishtheir own material. The national broadcasting and television services would 
be run by boards representative of the democratic organisations of the people, and 
directly accountable to Parliament. They would be under an obligation to provide 
adequate facilities to all democratic political parties to put their views. Local radio 
and television would be accountable to local elected organisations, and also be 
required to give coverage to varying political views. The production of specialist, 
community and factory papers would be encouraged, with the active involvement 
of the people. 

1850 Creative artistic activity, experiment and innovation would be encouraged, 
without any administrative interference. Conditions would be provided for the 
fullest development of scientific inquiry into natural and social phenomena, with 
free confrontation of different ideas and theories. 

Women and socialism 
Though majof improvements in the position of women under capitalism can be 
won, the conditions for their full liberation can only be achieved under socialism. 
But it will involve a persistent and determined struggle against the deeply-ingrained 
prejudices resulting from generations of discrimination against them. Certainly a 
socialist government would complete the practical basis for women's Hl^raj^pt-byf 

1860 fully implementing any of the measures autliaed m tibejaSaS^K^B^^^^fa had 
not yet been carried through. 

But, as has been shown by the experiences of the existing socialist countries, 
which have ended le^l and economic discrimination against women, more than 
this is needed. There would have to be a sustained effort to end the sexual division 
of labour between men and women in the family and at work, recognising that the 
continued subjuga^ij x)f women in their personal relationships would Umit their 
potential role ia building socialism. 

The aim would be to create a deep respect between men and women within 
which would lie the possibility for both sexes to use their skills and abilities for the 

1870 benefit of all, and express themselves fully within personal relationships. 
Political parties of the working class 
The continuous development of the popular alliance, built up in the process of 
the struggle for social change, would be vital for the construction of sociaUsm. 

Within this alliance the working class would be the decisive element and would 
have the leading role in the construction of socialism. This is an objective social 
fact. That leading role, however, cannot be imposed. It would have to be won by 
work and example. 

Its parties, the Labour Party and the Communist Party, would have the main 
role to play in this respect. The trade unions have their own particular and vital 

1880 contribution to make, not only economic but political. But the trade unions are, 
and would remain under socialism, mass non-Party bodies. They are hot political 
parties. 

Socialism can only be won and built on the basis of Labour-Communist unity. 
In this political process, both before and after a sociaHst government, the Labour 
Party and the whole labour movement would increasingly turn to the lefl and 
socialism. The Communist Party would grow in numbers, influence and in 
Parliament and local representation and increasingly play a leading, though not 
exclusive, role. Still closer bonds of unity would develop between the two parties. 

The political organisations of the working class, therefore, would have the major 
1890 role in winning the working people to elect a socialist government, in providing 

the personnel of the government, and in organising and leading the mass movement 
to sustain the government, particularly in moments of crisis. They would have the 



responsibility of developing the pHrogramme on which the government is elected 
.... and which it is pledged to cany;out. 

As ftr as the Communist Party is Concerned, and we would envisage also that it 
would be the case^th the Labour Party, this poficy^making function will be 
democratically conducted in public congresses and conferences, in open and full 
debate in which all trends will participate. Decision would be by democratic 
majority. 

1900 As working class political consciousness deepens, the basis will be laid for a 
greater strengthening of working class unity. Diiferent trends within this overall 
unity of purpose, however, will continue to be expressed in democratic discussion 
and controversy, and the working people will be able to choose between the 
political organisations of the working class, both in elections and in activity 
between elections. 

The members of the working class political parties would have a special 
responsibility to ensure full internal democracy within their parties. This would be 
all the more important as these parties develop in strength and influence. 
The goal of Commumsm 

1910 In the socialist Britain for which we are working, based on the principle: from 
each according to ability, to each according to work, the conditions will be created 
for advance to a still higher form of society. Communism, based on the principle: 
from each according to ability, to each according to needs. 

Such a society requires an abundance of goods, suflicient to meet the needs of 
and a new outlook of co>operation and concern for the 

common good, so that deeply ingrained attitudes and habits associated with the 
past class-dividi^^iety arf,faded. 

Communist society will be a cla^less society, free of exploitation, using science 
and technology to free peop^jfrom monotonous toil, extending leisure and 

1920 education and culture, so that human capacities are developed to the full—a 
sodety in which, lii'the words of the Communist Manifesto, "The free 
development of each is the condition for the free development of all." 



AN INVITATION 
from the General Secretary of 

the Communist Party 
A central argument of our programme is the need for a more powerful Communist Party. 

Britain needs such a party, which, through its branches in workplace, college and area gives daily leadership in the struggles of the people, while conducting a battle for the revolutionary ideas of Marxism. 
Because of its Marxist outlook, participation in the labour and progressive movement, and form of organisation, the Communist Party is able to do this job. But it needs to do so more eflFectively. 
Each new member contributes to the part the party can play. An influx of new and active forces into our branches in the days -ahead would bring the realisation of the aimts of.cpc.ffl'QgaiWBie mi«;hnearer. ; 
There is no greater cause for which to work than that of ending capitalism and building sociaUsm. In the beUef that the most effective way to do this is in the ranks of the Communist Party, we, extend to you a warm invitation to join our ranks. 

Gordon McLeiman 
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comment 
The Communist Party's fortnightly review, in addition to its usua features, is carrying discussion on the British Road to Socialism, up to the Congress in November. 

Available from Communist Party branches and bookshops, 20p; or on subscription (£6.00 U.K. and Eire, £7.50 overseas) from Central Books, 37 Grays Inn Road, London WCIX 8PS 
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