KIRKBY RESISTANCE

| FISHER BENDIX

OCCUPATION
SPECIAL

PUBLISHED BY KIRKBY INTERNATIONAL SOCIALISTS







l::g_/l _/u_\l/A\L

—=

The head-on collisicn between the workers at Firher-
Bendix =nd the Thorn Elceirie enplre chows thet the

intcerests of the Lulluyur", and those ¢t the Governe-
ent ere incuo: pa 1tdible to the day-tu=daoy nccedas of the
urdinary working pecyle.

On 15th Janusry, 1972, the Fincneisl Times - o saper
written by the bosses for the bussen - roveslced with

glee the 'sucewss' uf Sir Jules Thorn': pulicies:
'suceess! thut is menrurcd in T f profits made

end jobs lozts nure riches for the few end inerea
misery for the r_st.

"

eoesClmpany proeTite will cxpuni sherply,
and Thorn (which heeo dune well out of the
busm in eclour TV) hes whottod the appetite
CE the inveotors thic wock by annvuncing a
holf-year inercasc oi 30%.,

The bohaviour of profits i eloamcly ticd up
with thoe Llowvel of un ciiploynient, which i
Notionud Terncuie Developnont Office now lesr
may reik in high by pest standerde cven if the
Guvirnacut hopes over the nunt“s ancad."

Siaply thne Governacnt's cecionic puiicivo are assuring

th ‘\l’ incess nmogula' futurc profite by ”..'Ti]- 5 '.l!‘.(."'F.l(:.Y"
uent s & weapon with whicl: to batter down workers!
defenees. The chuiec fur workers is on the unce hand

a lifc of inereaning niucry on the dule, - or to stend
and fight to defend their jobs.

Sine: Luguct 1970, starting with the workers at UCS
end then foliowed by workers ot Plecscy, Alcxandria
Allig=Chelnceres, Mald: wnd now thome at Fisher-Bendi
herc in Kirkby, ¢ ncow toctic hao vnerged. It is a

tactic that fuece she rezlitics of the situation: the
tactic is OCCUP.LTION.

This zpprorech roeupmines one erucinl peints that the
strugrles agoninst unenploynent is not fowrnt by vri-
aniging hung.r oerches, or by eppealing e AMPg, but
on the chop-floer - inoide the i‘:ctfri,-; It is here
that the woerking class con (lex ibs rueeles,

The only woy to dofcat the Governuent is tu continue
the vecupctions and webilisce the whole lebour love-—
aent in a pacaive ce peifm againet unes ployrient,
Such & eangoijy must use the vecupativns s=e an ins=
piration it will stir the dsopinsticon of workers
bvuryvbkru. The cull to gpread tho oeccupatiovn nuct
be iade. slone the wurkers at Picher-Bondix eamyiot
win: their success can only he guarantocad by ycur
active support,
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'It's for bettoer tu cecupy, te cuntrol #from within
rather then stend out in the rein nnd culdy the fog
and thc wind, trying v atop =ecub vehicles.!

This wes the mesusage thot Jeck Spriggs, LULW convenor of
Fisher-Bendix, guve a nuse Aceting of ncarly 800 workers
last week when they voted wnanimously 4o ttke over the
factory, rejecting muligetnontis plena to elosze the plant
and throw them on the dole. The worlkers sre now vceupying
the works 24 hours o doy on o four-shifi bazis.
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Decision-day, 5 Januory, begen with 50 workers, led by Jack
Spriggs, mecting nonsgencnt repregcntetives led by Sydney

Carne., dJeck Spri.zgs save the pancgeacut 1% minutc 1 to with-
draw the rotiece of elosurc and their orders Lo stert dicmantlirg
machines, When monsgeaent refused wed @aid their elosure
decision nust ¢ vheed, the workers geve then 17 ainutes to
leave the fuctoury.

dack Spriggs wig given o tunul tuous specetlon in the works
conteen, He introducced Icn Levin, the ¢ccputy mayor of
Liverpool, who had writtuen to Sir Jules Thorn, hezsd c¢f the
Thern Group thit owne Fisher-Bendix, asking hin to keep the
factory open.

RTLJLCTED

Councillor Levin had arrived ot tho fretuory setes just aof
the munogeaent wore lezving., Ho perouzded then to cone back
for furtner talks. But 211 bucy would niier wug 2 '‘stay of
exzeution! for 28 duays whun the closurs wonld &0 ahezd. The

858 Beeting rojected this offur, clong with o promise of a
'parlicnentury inquiry' into the whole a7lsir.  Juck Spriggas
t0ld the workera:

'"We cunnot be sure who will put the vdvantaoge if
we accept this offer., But il you centinue with
the ceccupation we will win °

He added:

'"We heve a golden cppertunity to leaa fdorseyside in
a fight cgaiust bip burincss. Thodir wheole oim iz to
neke money at the expensce of the wurkins claes. !

The convenor szid thet if Thurn ware projorad to mEintain
then on full wapges until cvery worker r o tiregd &t 65 then they
would willingly lecve the fectory, But if not, the nillions
of pounds' worth of storcr wnd cquipnent in the plant would
be held by the workoers.,

‘Merseyoide is wuiting for o leed. We huve got to
have the responsibility to toxe it !

He culled on trade unionizts ¢ nd housewivos cvuerywhere to
bluek Thorn produects, '

n



Le Sircgsed thoe ncod Jur anlty inside the faectory cnd called
on the mussive support slreedy pronised by Merscyside trade
unicnists.

after the unaninous vote tuken - with hands held up long
cnough for cven the mwust doubting TV cazmera - the workers
streamed buck inte the feetery to start organising the
ceceupction.

'Brothers wnd sisters, we are on our way to
viegory were the parting words fron Jazck Spriggs.

T i
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Serious troublc started some six meonths z¢o when Thorn
Electrical touok over the fzetory from Parkincon-Gowan.
Thorn wanted to shift the wuching mochine business to Spein.

This neent 500 redundancics. We opposed the plans by with-
drawing labour. Lfter nine-wocks' strike we won completely.
The nmanagement withdrew their plane for rcedundancy. But most
of us knew thst the matter would n-t cnd there. We had to

look for rnew ways of . ichting redundency. The strike, how-
ever, node all the 4diff ronce, The nenr end women in the
fictory could sce thet reduodoneics were not inevitable and
could be fought, end feught successfully. The nsnzgement

soon node it clecr that +hey intcended closing the whole factory
by Moy 1972. We orpeniced a ch®p stewards' cormbine committec
throu mout the Thorn group, cnsurcd no plant left the factory,
nainteined contect with loczl foetories and building sites,
plummed futn “ilacking cvperations and raiced a fighting

Tund by collccuing 50p weekly from cach nember of the workforece.

TOOK POSGESSION

The avnagescnt icrucd 60 redundoncey noticcz for the end of
January. On MNorlay 3 January they anncunced plans for the
renoval of plan.. We oimply reiterated our intention not

tc decept any redunduneies, any closure, any reacval cof
plant. On Wedncsda— cencgeuent ifered a 28 day 'stay of
cxcecution!, but woulu not withdraw the A0 redundancy notices.
A mass mecting rejectcd this so-callod offer snd uncnim-
ously voted for ¢n occupation strike.

177 M

‘¢ lamedictely cot-iled nen to the sotlheus and adninistration
block, We #lso fock perscesi n of th: speres and service dcopt
a =ilc from the aein feetory. The workforce, or rether the
occupiers, were divided into four six-hour zaifts to ehsure
24=hour control 5f . preaises. * On Thursday the shop
stewards!' committice, witn reproescntotives of the staff workers

3 PTO
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We huve had tolerrans of support from JCS, #£1llis-Chulnera and
PICfscy “1bgkLir1a. dithin 24 hours loecl fueteries had
offured assistenc: with picketing.

We need fin.ncisl =sup. ort znd tclegraas of supgort to k.ep ocur
morele up, W hLiove elso eslled fFor @ boyevtt on all Thern
soods,  Support for solidurity actions will certeinly be forth-
coning on liers.rside. But it is not Just = caze of helping

“Se wliy other fuctory, building site or wo-.klmcc faecd with

redundency should sericucly concider cceupztion. | The trude
anion swwvenckl as a “thw ust stert fighting back against
redundeneics.

dc heve mmen Lroeser eungrul in the factory by cecupying
ri.tasr then ng-lL; = worlkk-in., We have usc of all nanagement
facilitics, -nd we huve the trencndous bargoining power of
the stock. Tnorce wure £200,000 worth of finished radistors in
tas fuetory, £50,000 in storage hecters, an dozen new crtic-
ulcted wageons .nd stucker trucks ce well as £2 million in
plant.

e |

The occap:tiovn has clv'r1y demonstrated the respensihility

of the workers znd thiuir cbility to control the fuctory. We
can ncc quit. nlvxrlv that we sursclves are cepable of running
thce place. Worlers cun control things thoneclves. I 2o not
boing Utopiun cbout thiz. I de not think thet we eould run
this factory ir a.olation without other aevelopnents clsewhere
- but it hi# shown us the possibilitics.

Think Tor instincc whot would happen if the rincrs cccupicd
instecd of going on etrike. 4 rash of vccupation strikes

egninest roduadoncey would be a dirvet challenge to the Torices

¢nd their friends like Julisn Thora, Werkeres would boeone

awzre of their pot.nticl power and their ebility to run ind stry.
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as o wife of onc of the wurkers avsclf, I feel it is 1dnort it
t0 cxpregs my views at & tinc when those @en have had to =ske

a deeision botween jeining the dole queussz ur the only ;ltJrn -
ative - OCCUE.LTIOE

The redundoney aynent off.red may huve sccied teapting, to

say the loe:et, o the en = and cven tierc 5o to the wivea,

To us it uay heve seotied & shert-ternm enswor to the over
inercuzing cout of living., Butb as 2 2other with threc children

1 congider iv wicer to look furth.r vhead, to sce whether ny
nugbind, and a;‘ ther Micher=-Bundix workers would fird znother
Jub before the 'proverbial-wolf' wer knvecking on the door again -

e PTO



end the rodun

When you cui
ever gpgrowing
there any
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BE KO OTH

J.al

nuve boeen BTR 511 &
ain is to cecw 1l ST P16 Ier hinsclf anid @ is kind. T;_u‘,'
obvicusly 4 Tl I Tho disty na digecmtert their
ictivr brings, Lo set or 'nw Thuran' ta 'public lations nan
try to a=ke thow out t . The tion io, HOW LONG CnM MEN
«lD YORLN WITH .. T-MT11Y 90 CUPPORT, RISLAN 1 WS IN THE POWLR
GodB, DISIGELD 0 BENTTIT LY T3 FLW.
If other wive re c i+tead L am To enouring that ourn
husbands will win ¢} izt for the riat ¢ vk, thcn WE
MUST T1CGHT WIT:d THEM. Tho worher f Figher-B.ndix sre dct-
clidticd tu  ehn 95 5! ") Industricl asszain' but thoy need
QUR support. We ouct protoct our fanili Fron 2 dewraliasing
existvnece @ L lele,
n the stre 8 i 1 ririk r rodundoneiee, it in
S0 vany tuv & ke iv uut o S Bgnpont t 13, It iz importunt
that wive ndorst H 10 &1 bion, know who the truc
agoresosurs are, and e |y L téck i on then,
It ic escenticl thet we sttend an wQny o bi WL eat
and xrioy 5 d it by L tnig i rten difficult -
heving to teke the youn t with you and getting bock for schcol
ebe. = but it i: well verth the ceff rt = to soe the fight
in acticn and 1o thot veu arce involved., If it is inposaible
for you to t:hke on cetive JETE, yuu COFl CHOOUrLES Obher wives
te buycuty Thvyy: yrocuc (Lipt of which cre zvailublo).
sport from to. cenpt tivn servis & praectiocil denenatration
= it fulld Y] p ik H TVell Bk | 3355 Y t il i thelir irg =
thoet is Bie an THE HiGHT TO 9Ok
iyn
ann Morks,
; .

WOME N

It iz neceosary i 4 1T t situation T the wives

T T1i:her-Bendix we r= i rranise topether nd Gk

ar gdetive part i i Uadle = Iftiled 1t roiadl

igelat.d in L3 - Py 4AF 5 sy Bt heoone

1i. S 3RV | 1 i s

Up to now th 1 net oo C forwe rd wid support

have beot 1 - i 1Ry B big facturic ":ucL
as Krarts, Lo { i X:1lcw unpley larec v Il

Why i ' 6l i u?  Ef S0 bhoog LT ve traditionally

een dIiscuar f { Heactive part in the fcetory

atd in the mriwm

FTO



iomen workor: = wiv.e w1 Fisher Bendix workers, could
set sbout raisins supuors by pickiting the: o Kirkby
factorica and rorcssin: mewtings,s In deiug so bthey would

rot enly be raisiyg ruzuort for the workers atw Fisher=
Acndix but cnoutra.irn vonen to play = fuller uart - csp-
ceinlly «vor uLoop uyTent waere woner are particulerly

! 1 : think tacy have a free zend in
L Ters and treat them
rre labour. Vonen must be enccur-
= o divided labour force neans

o

Thusie woran whe aye a.b purt of th le o tnc sh. p=-
floor i.c. She howucewivesn of Kirkby, suct alsc be broug e
inte the i ks, 1o Yakos only 9 heandful of women to
ORFLNIIC & Eh irge du the erkay plecce te bring the isgue
home T fhieT Douwtewives, aed cnoure arowing sapport for
the occupnticie,

Thorn's have boidaarioc i Kirkdy = Redic Benfalo,
DER, ond rves enela bring ctiontion to tl
upativn by weving » picket oubpiduy $Hhoess shuops,

\’\,:z,, ‘,l‘:':‘n‘ s N7 I Cudly’e th LIle U.LiL Tl E'lii[. ii' "Ji"L:S
coupersetc foruitbor, LAy Hruups ery mionicued = why

Worternt oo alylcddy I s vl in Fhe sk Boehdiz dtraggle.
H lurse U e i ROY KL ryY Wl . Plre. guntuer
is being run by She worar s Pood from Kirkby housewives

o - - 1 3 ewe
wordd sy L e WilheCulic,

Walern e b 3 7 1y dn wny strwsie. Thoedir aetiv
support will ¢ CizE fuctor in the cventanl victory
of the Fichir Bepli TR (TR

INTEZRENATIONAL SOCIALISTS

Whetr, Lhc ri iy e bR attoek armdnagt ol gorking
f=hcertied taciion, Th--;{

pbtuew o oll founbos I8 cconwen in the werk=piove, -as

an attack «g workis s eenditionn - n) wnges. In the

Nty = the '"Friz=de<l' (the Tery proposuds for coureil
I‘.,z';‘t:r), 23 4 L Ly e 75 B} FoX® puigarye tho rad i {2 e The

Prigu ¥lwow wilon Lde Ltaey o¥e un = rondgrher sgunet they

did te the Poser Werlkeras lost e round. Premeriptio:
ch e LYo up. Bvod fhe Kidag sroen'i apored - frce

1k = bulisned, aad th. quality L facir ea-=

o= 710



In Kirkby the situation is Lad., Uneniploynent is reachine the 20%
mark, and cutbacks in the pocial scrvicos hit particulsrly hard.
So what do we do 2?2 How do we fipht it 2

One "answer' is to get the 1zbour Party bock into power and sake
thenm put through socinlist yolicies ~ Jetis nake the leopard choange
its spots, But reneaber, it wzs the Labour Governsent that Save
the Torics the go-sherd with suchk policies as 'In Placc of Strifet,
It was (irkby's own H=rold wilson wh, tirst put the perscription
charges on, and cutv the kids' uilk. It w.o the Labour Governnent
vho, only two yeors 20, confronted the .iners - juct as the Tory
Guv.rnriest is doing today. When L-bour returns noce of these cuts
will be restored unless we can force than,

finother ~nswer to the Tory offunsive comes froo neny militants in
industry - work to i prove wnree and conditions, il noecessary

by taking unofficial action. 0.k., »5 For ~s it woes. But ik's
not cnough.

Y¥hat we nuod ic an orzsaisation thet ca2n ficht for dutivcrnecy in the
unions; onc thet will Lring @31 Lhe ailit-nts throuzhout the
country together., We neced =n organisation thot e=n rount a
politienl fight, which will chow that Tweedledun “ilson and
Twezdloedee Henth for wheot they reslly ~ro:  poth cornmitted to pro-
serving a syst.'; where profit cones Yeforc paeplic nd & shiall
ninority owns nost of the wealth producad by the working class.

The Internstion~l Socinrlists ~re ttenpting ts Luild such =n
oreenis«tion throustout the country, inecluding Merscyside. Although
We are still sinll, ovur geubership is just over 2,500, we¢ con

sce no nlternative to the dirficult task of buildian:s n workers!
party thrt will represent the interests of the pueaple who produce
211 the weolth, Already our weekly pnper, the S0CILLIST WORKER,

hos become the lemding prper on the Left with sales of over 25,000
cach week, nnd srowing fast.

If you think =s wc do, then join ue. Got in touch with us =at:

Kirkby Intcerrotionni Socinlists, HMerscyside Internstional Scci~lists
£.12 Rovenscroft, Tower Hill, 1 Winderuerc Terrnce, Princes Park,
Kirkby. tol.: 546-7828. - Liverpool 8.

1}

The building of = group like I.8. will not be eagy, but it is vital
;f we arc to successfully -ttaclk: the policics of Hemth & Co., -nd
defend working class orpganisntions.

e R R e 'Q#i!-l Frsa2rba e i3 N i e ey
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WORKERS OSOF tHnx &0

Ewd UHITE, "

The firm in Spain - Constructurs ds Aurratos Refrigeradores SA
(CAPSL) - whiech nov producesn several of i Bundis producte, is
no less ruthlese 1n oxp leiting ites workers bhan Thorn.

Its factory of 1,500 torkers is ol Gutaf:, = saell town on the
vutsikirts of Madrid, and hoe an znnual turnover of over G00 aillicn
pasetan, or £4,800,000.

Because their wa es ~re g0 low - from S356 to &48 per aomth - tac
viorlkers must workt overtine, put the soor urrket Tor vlaectrical
doncstic eqaipnent 2t ~wrusopt is cousin: roave prohlons;

At oremont CLRSA workers s idncuanning, the collective Fgrocmont
for the factory. M= workers ure dopnnding: 350 pesetas per duy

-~ Just over £2; = hL-hauar wecity 4 woeecks lolidays; the rigsht to holad
nectings i the factory; and te heve no otirtious Girect with the
Hanocpent instesd of throush the Governuenl -controlled unions,

ir"*-z-'v--vphesv$':&4ih!~0.'i0h~-st‘-tl-.‘ﬁ:'-s'a naew
FACTS LBOUY Wil THORY FMPIRE

The pigner-indis factmy is just owe small part of the nishiy

Thorn wozire = - guy,. conddne built up by Siz Jules Thorn over
55 yeors. Herc oro few interceting facts about the tan who cl- ims

thet he comnot - fford to Yoo the 800 men =t Figsher-bendix in wors,

Taosuther wits sther individusla »nd on ais own peccunt Sir Jules
Thorn cwns 5;65:3’:,1,--'#4 shmroe in his firm. On 19th Jung, 1971, the
velue of one P‘“"t in Thorn imductrics was €3.42. Today Lhey orc
worth Z£.4.93. Thern'e holdan,: in this coupnny works out at

28 willions,

Last Junc it woo wopth 219,494,000 na thokt in 7 monthe it incrorsod

in volue by =4,707 + 005 wn nv rage af 300,000 per waek., Tho wane
bill =t its ki -hest iy Fighor-Bendix ie £100,000 wmonthlis

Thorn ie onc of Lhw wealthicost men in ritain., WTis richus 3¢
IRcrucsan,. & phenonuennl pate = yet he dg grepread

800 woriers of theip livolihood,

o
.
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ta deprive

Other wnjor shorehuldors rro:

Pruduntinl assurancce - 2,099,990 shrres

Porrl Assur-nee - 1,351,669 "
Nek. I'ri-l-=ngd - 03, 25e "

" Trust, - :&?,UOO "

Gnitle Star Lssur- noo - 52,752 "
Bezso Pennion fund - r.")';,‘..'on "

LA A 5 £ 328 £ W R TIPS RANSN AL DI F RN Ay ags Vol
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The Werkers =t vae Ficher-Bondix foctory on Scuth Boundtry
Road, Kirkby arc now well ceblished ir thej» occupetiocn,
The ‘URDIR NEY ALE GPMERTY sign on tho front fince cleéasrly
displesys their determination to loup *he plont cven.

&
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But whet of the owner ul’ the fectery. Sir
of the nishty Thorn Industriz] clipire, Juek
convenoy told z nase weting ot th Peotory:

"We arc dealing wish faetury of which th. che irmen,
(Sir Julcs Thorn), slonc hus over £30 =il ic
shzre veluasg!',
» men whose comhine nad Al
£19% oillion fur ti ires aix montho of gnies Jy=ar, yet wau can
callously . rdcr ih. ciunurce of ome of Ais feotories and the
throwing of 800 work.s

O 3721 axdlien wrofit lost yeur and

O1=ic shic l'J.'L‘;'o

GOVEENMOKT GHuNTS
But even before Ther bought the w=ctory, a lung aistory of

deeeit, corruption ona RLefonngeneny kil Long on BlC, the
motor company ware the first cwilers in 1964. Thoy reocived
sone &z millicn in devilopment zrants, hondcd t¢ then on &
plate by the last Labour Governnent ae w1lr major pelicy
for tuckling uncaploynent.  There con be 1ittle doubt that
much of thisg aoney went strsighs Sntoc the peekets of the
BUC shercnolders, 1o the Pisber- Bondix
wdoitted tncy they eanued sceount fur ii. Even Eric Heffer,
Labour MP for Waaten, 45014 the werkers i the fuetory that
beczuse of th way in which public =wency hod basn apent:

1 -
-
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'in futurce whon we £ive meney we will aloo cxereise
control over the Tirms we give adoney tol.

Let's hopc thet hoe ktepy his word when ine Lobour Party are
returned at the nexi ¢leeticn How mony othor forms in develop-
uent arzas threoughout the country navec bunn given tax-paycrs!
neney in this wey?

Yet despite the Trot the § BMC had boon Given =o nuch public
noney, those Kirkby workors who aeneged to pot jubs in

Figher Bendix sturted off on only £11 per woeck. In 1664

the first sien of thc preocontl dispgute cene 4o 1ight when

BMC s0ld the fretory 4o Perkincon Cowsn the cuoker monuizeturcers.
at firet this wes lookcod upon aa just tnother take-over, urtil
coneone discuvercd thet Parltinpon-Cowen wosn o= “osoeicte conmpany
of BIC. No doubt th. conplex wuctiods of tex ovosion —ng profit--
ecring thet loy Lehind thie OUve will nover be conplidcly
uncuvered but wast is c.rtoin 3o taat suncuning fer niore

ginister wag goiug on, then just one £ivm huying up cnother.

PRODUCTS CH.LKEGID - WORKLR FORC., CUT

Tine cnd 4img Sglin production of suescastul Lroducts sucn s
steinless stoul sirks, considircd o L the best in the world,
were token awony Ifrom Pleher-Bondix., Lightoon aonths ago the

11
Dancgeuent annoancdd thev bhoy wers sS0pping provuction of the

. PTO
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iz Low proeduced under licenee by the
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Coupled with = vireiou. pruduciivity deul, the pelicy slashed

the work Turce fraim 2,270 iz 1066 v the present 600. Becaguse
et the productivity leel, ‘werkers in this fretury pusacd up
their porsonnl producticn by 50¥' scid Jdeck Sprigges.  'Prod-
uct1v1t3 dotle up and Jduwn the ecuntry h.uve erci ted unenaploynent?

-

¢ curninuen,

gﬂgTORY CLOSURT ~iBOUNCED = VICTORIOUE ¢ WLIT. STRIKE

Then in Webruczy 107. e N TOmG G LL“DH“C”J theat the ractory

was lesing £1 ;illlJu & yar: Thiz sodaed jﬁit crother blat-
ant 1ic by the zhivy stowsrds whe challeonged fthas o give proef.
"You've got e belks o g R. unly orooci thut
gonegenunt could pive, o week cfter the
fuotory hLu Dol OOLL Sy Thorn :roup,

all th. ote L PU8 wWers o1 ooasnageasnt,

while troy '.'vr. owny four tnc crintondents

raced through fhc fuchury siving oue nrebicse st reduadan

for over held the workforcs. Munsgunert duelered the® the worker
trade unions would heve 1o ooy in the metter ot €211, as it

was 8inply 2 car= of 550 werkers going cut of the {vctory gates,
and nct condng Lack, Iun ?yt;Lintli:, L entirc wourkforece

Came out on dirike s adarab This Hiesy «1I bub ahut down

the Touebory- ddter threse wodl % & AT znd the LUBW nade

d'.-"
c"(

the strilke officisl, V% only wnuen Ucck workers LeTuud T

'bloek® el Ther pods 424 the werkers swip the upper hends
"What ¢ ecrcnic esme cver 3r Jules Thuran

seid Juck Sorig.s:
"Me was propored e reinsgtate all she work peuples
irmedictily. "
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] Hedh © o viCLeey, but this was only
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OCCUY.TICK

Proof hef nuw ecn. V. skt Bhet the tunbler dryver provicus-

1y nede &t Ti e i=Buliiix wes mwm deing produced in Spsia, and that
Thorn hsd cv.ry intoniice of sprpsrorring th. production of

washing nv cl-?_r. o the o firi; HWorikore &1 the Tactory
tock & gtvand. and rorused (9 wilow £ay ouls o o wehinery .
be noved., Ou D.gumiber 8th & 2ip, Sibley grrived o Thorn
to say shal preductica wee wat giing' J¢ be noved te Spoin,

but Tu Nowecuot? becouse fihscs e : foprercad erLultd

"Tho reusun yut aive aoving niz foetury so Newesosle,
My, Bibley, is boonuse pow wenh w. wake wore profit ver your
egployer, Sir Julcn Thuin®, replicd Fack Eurises,

Finally cn Junusey 3rd 1072, Lv. J. Brejshasy, he HEow Dsudger
6l Fisher=-Bundix, =ne L. fhiztsenth since th: ctory wee
op.ned, stuton Thot the preoeodure to 2ism ne ¥ ehinexry
and cloge h. iehory woeaint be cirricd out. On Pucadey 4th

e dmstructed hir ol . Jwpincer th cack cvuryy SAn whw did not
carry zub nzs Ylawrul® igs srwonieny, On Wodnozagy 5tah, Myr,
Sidney Carne, «rr o TF _
factory to moroonsLly supervi ¢ tre elosur al & necting
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I suggest you <ot your ccect cnd leove these preniscs
ause if you'rc out of the wosy you can do no harm."

He did net believe us until 10C people invaded the

b 3

U A

Two hours lober the entire work fores voted unszineusly to
occupy tae faciory.

APPE AL TO ALL WORKERS

If the Fisher-Bendix workers, who are cccupying their
fectery or Soath Buundory Road., cre tovwn, they ust ke
supported by the wiole labour wovement. Yei a vietory
for these workers will not sinply ocen that a few hund-
red jobs heve besn saved - o vietory will represcnt nuch
rore. Jluh uvenployment running o high, workers, nod
just on Merseyside arc lo Eing f2r s lesd in oppusing thc
Tory ULVU-Lu;ht pelicics,

Thercfore, it is vit kot the workers occupying can be
assurcd of your activ. mapport.

1. If your fretery is in fhe Thirn ccrbine then contact
Fisher Bendiz supptrt the conbin. coumittee which has
been sct up.

2. A boyestt of ali Thouwrs Electrical geods nas been colled
for., Alrcady ducics throughout the couatry have launched a2
totel ban on the mevenent of all Thorn products - SUPPORT IT.

3. If faced with *cdundancies or clusures then OCCUPY; orly
in this way czn w 1le5 class people protect their jobs -
the likes crf Wilse: and Hc"*‘ certainly wn't!!

4. Suppor, sll sclidority sction celled for by the shop
stewerds.

£ SITTIYLS - - 4 A o >
5. Letters ¢f cuppoert avre needcd; sont nee 0 Pisher HoEALX,
2] e I -7 V] - T -
Scuth Boundary Lcod. Kirkdy Lenca.,

"

6. Finally, end just as inportant, ctsh is nceded urgently.
If pessible o weekly Lovy should be taxer  through ¢ shop
steward's cormittees %¢ cnsure a stecady supnly of cash tc
tne cecupiers.

.

All peney tors

& .
Brc. Tommy ostuples
42 Kurn;anua aAvenue,
; 1
e
.ZI' 'm.‘y’
Lancs.,

RSTWS &4
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Just

gseven days efter

12 o a3 -~ ST
Fisher-Bendix znd o-~cup

of Thoern Elrct
his half-yearly rcport
a rceeord profit of £19

1971, This roprescnta

2LeY [ CRUCIAL Puk®T IN THE FIGHT
ack Sprizggs led th verkors at
pied the Kirkby plend; ithe chairman
Gustriss = Gir :ful Thorn - gsvye

He declar.d 2t tlhe pgroup had 24
,621,ﬁ‘“ in 6 nthks up tc Scepidaber I
an inerecac of over 304,

21 the ecliopur IV

nnuch of %re increasc courxs fr side,
1t was statcd thoat the enginceriuy side has done well...s
P | 2 > t 2 A2 aris < 4 - v -} = = x . - =

lighting is shead, while wnite goods hove been strong overall

TS aa 3 m:< . e 1 -~ .- - R A P L b
The Financial Tines raved abecui Thorn's prcspects.

R " : .

"Colour TV deneond iz racing [hern has

another big production inex cnd now nsKes

neocrly all its coloenr D srsdale pleut .. 00
Here lics the key to bthe Thorn capire, The wevkers st the
gken plant heve the power to dofend “he Jjobs of thousands
of their fellow trede uvnicniszts in the cutipine. I1 seuns
obvicus from fhe helf-yeorly reports, tnzv if productior at
thet plant was soreateaed, Jules Thorn venld come running.,
m o ge s £ e ad o A — » . 1. Ry ..
The task of winairg the suvport of the workers in tnis
plant, muat be = crusgizl part of the stre v in the canpeig

t¢ save the jobs.

2 e® s a
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