ORIENTATION ¢F QUL WORK

ixperience in the teaciers coumittee Las confirmed the observat-

ion made in the docunent "Durning uestions for our larty",tiat we
have yet to fully understand accept the line of the second congress
docuuent,the fundamentals of nar larty.That there are only two classes
in Britein today,end that incessant political warfare rages between
tien, :

#e have been told that tenchers have two aspects.in the one hand
thoy are workers apé on tse othoer haud tihey are educators.hs workers
teachers are mer-ly engaged in economie struggles \higher wages,
better concitions etc) ,~8 educaters they enter the fertile field of
pulitical strug;le {(influeneing chiildren ete) Hurther,as educators,
teachers are nore than just werkers—theoy nuet be nicdle elass.hnd
notice tiat for the niddle eclass pelitices are dealt with,while the
surriit of achievement for the workers is eeonoile cennnds.

The faect is that teachers nre workers by virtue of being educators,
tiis is their job,the leabour by which they ure exploited.@What's more
thue tesmelr rs recognise this exploitation,they reecognise the restrict-
ions and mismanagenicnt of thew field of work,..ence titeir fight agaeinst

their employeri¢l e Councils and the Goveronent,ln this political
battle,tcachers Liove seen no separation botw en the fight for bettor
education ~nd the fight for better wages and eencitions.or an
outline of these struzgles see “"Tewchors to the Front Line”,

Uur work anong tecchurs

As with any other section ¢f the workiog eless therclfore,our Jeb
is to participute in the struggles of cur fellow workors;to learn
and t.ach the political lesscns thet scerue froo then.ind vork auiong
teachers iicans work in the mass organisations of teachers,for
tcachers hove lenrnt that nothins can be ackieved alofe.

Iu the union our job is not to expese the manouevers of'corrupt
officials" ,ner is it to bombare the merbers with high-sounding
resolutions that euply ne setion bocause of their world-enibrocig
coupass,The unicn breneh is the basic ness organisation threugh vhich
we sce riost of cur political work being carried out,ldeas of "teachers
councils" are fundsnentally anti-union.Hor un we scek to achicve
denoeracy in schocllsjour enewy is tae Governnent not tae headuaster
or hoads of departuent.What we do seek is the ideological transforo-
ation of our secticn of the working class,sonething t.at comes
about throupgh struggle and not through lectures.

In the Classroom '

Jh:t about t'e tenchor in the classroon?like toclmalers or milk-
nen chey'll 1-arn their job prineipally toreugh their cXperience
in doing it - for tzachers this meaus in the elassroom.i'ur Farty is
not going to act as a Teachors Training Ccllege - less is it poing
to act os & second boss,telling the teachers how to do thelr joh.
tiey are deving it already and t snt's where it all staerted-exploitation
of their labeur,

Lelations between & tescher on the one hand and pupils,students,
or parents oo the otherjthey are particular aspects of the job.h
teacher meets his students cirectly and the perents indirectly in

the course of his job,just as a nilknsn ncets housewives and chiildren
in the course of his rrund,There is political contact between then but
only if cne or both is enpaged in struggle.Such political contact
cennot be nade in the abstract by ferning a lisson body between tea-
chers ant¢ students ant parents.it can only be brsed on o specific
struggle that opne or both is engaged in.Looked at in this way,such &
relationship ean only b hased on coniplete equality,botli are workers,
It is the sane relativnship as that betveen teachers and other sections
of the working clase that will be asked for suporort snd vice versa in



when either is invelved in struggle.leg recent student strike}

Teaching methocs,course content and.relationships with toe pupils
are aspects of the job of a teachev,.There are correct and incorrect
attitules to zll.The teacher learns the correct way through his own
experience and certeinly coes not need to be a cormunist,

Recruitnent

Unce we have accepted that teaceners nre workers,all the teachers
are potential recruits to the Iarty.Thus far,no teacher hos been
reeruited frow his plece of work,True,recruitment tekes time and is
not easy.but it is net tret difficult either.Like the rest of the

iarty we have not been beld emough in aprroachin t.e sonest rank
anc file terchier with the iarty,eur prograume,teachers pauphlet
ete.ie should not spend our tine trying to convert so-called "lefties”
{(as far as t ey are concerned they sre trying to convert usjwhile
neglecting the geanuine teccher whe might not talk in our jergon but
is esger to now shout our Iarty and Warxisti—beninism.Vhat is lack-
ing is the political conviction in the rarty,the working class,
that .arxisn-ieninism is the derivative of the working class,their
heritage and birtiright.. e,the communists are not a apecial brand
of people endowed with special abilities.’'e nre oriinary,honest
workers like the rest of the working class,if we can understand
parxisu-leninism and beecorie eornunists,so can they,
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