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In the last five y=ars thares has bean a tremendous upsurge of struggle
ngainst imperialism in the Middle East. First in Palestine in 1865, then in Oman
In 1967, guerrilla movements with vast pepular backing have begun to pose the
biggest challenge to imperialisam in a hundred years. Ranged against the psoples
of the Middle East are all the imperialist powers of the world, lurad by a common
gread for oil. The oil companies which loot the Middle East also axploit and
oppress the working class hers in Britain, If we are to beat our enamy w2 must
know him and how he operates overseas as well as at homa. The purpose of this
pamphlet is to help workers in Brifain acquirs this knowladge,
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CIL IMPERIALISM AND BRITAIN

ECONOMICS

Britain's two biggest monopolies ara Shell Trading & Transport and British Petro-
leum (half owned by the British Government), Each mads gross profits approaching £400m
last year. Their position of dominance is illustrated by the fact that Shell made more than
the combined profits of ICI, British Layland and GEC-AEI. And BP made morz than Shall.

~ Bhell Trading and Transport is part of the Royal Dutch Shzall Group, which has heavy
capital investment from Holland, Franceo and the USA, as well as from Britain, The head-
quarters of Royal Dutch Shall arz in London, BP is sxclusively British-owned. Recantly
it has increased its ties with the United States through a merger with Standard Qil of Ohio.
Royal Dutch Shell and BP arz in a cartzl with five US monopolies, Beatween them these
saven monopolies control ovar 90% of oil production in the capitalist world. Standard Oil
~of New Jersey is the biggest of the savan and Royal Dutch Shell the second biggest,

Shell has oilficlds in 23 countrizs in Europzs, East Asia, Africa, Latin American and
Weast Asla, BP at prasant gets all its oil from Wast Asia and North Afriea) for their sup-
plies of erud= oil. For instanca, in 1969 BP tock 141 million tons from Wast Asia fmd
17 million tons from Africa (Nigeria and Libya).

The Middle East ia th2 most important sourca of world oil. Its fields contain
45,000 million tons -- 67 of tha world's known reserves, In 1969 it produced 833
million tons -- an incraase of 3009 since 1960, Its share of world erud2 output inercased
from 25% in 1960 to 40% in 1969, BP and Shell have aqual or majority stakes in Iran,
" Kuwait and Iraq, three of thz five principal producing countrizs. All told BP and Shell
control about 30% of Middle East oil.

Thz big l=ap in production in the 1960s is a2xplainad by the profit figures for world
oil in the previous decade. Wherzas the average annual profit on Texan oil was 11% and
on Venezuzlan oil was 22%, on Middle Eastarn oil it was 656%! These figures reveal
more clearly than words tho lure of the Middlz East for the British and American oil
companies; and thay show why other imperialist powers, the Soviet Union and Japan,
are eagerly jockeying for position in the raca to gobblae up Middle Eastarn oil.

PCLITICS

British oil imparialism has a long history. Befora World War I Britain had alraady
s2izad 1009 control of Parsian cil and had obtainad a 75% sharz in the Mosul oilficld
(not yzt in produetion) in Irag. But the major suppliar in the ragion up to 1914 and for a
tima the most productivz in th2 world was the Baku oilfizld in south Russia, in which Shall
had a major intarast. The Octobar Rovolution in 1917 cut off this souresz of supply to tha
Eurbp;aan capitalist statas, Alternative sources had to bz found immediately.

British Government policy in thz Middlz East after World War I was aimad at d&ing
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