PROFOUND MARXIST-LENINIST ANALYSES
OF THE SITUATION OF CLASSES AND SOCIAL STRATA,
THE POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE INFLUENCES
WITHIN ALBANIAN SOCIETY DURING THE YEARS
OF THE NATIONAL LIBERATION WAR

From the book «Laying the Foundations of the New Albania~» (Me-
moirs and Historical Notes)

In the many centuries of the history of Albania, our people’s state
power and the monolithic unity of our people, embodied in the orga-
nization of the Democratic Front, are twa of the greatest and most
brilliant achievements, two of the most monumental works of the epoch
of the Party.

These two immortal monumental works, like the Party itself, which
was and remains for ever their powerful brain and heart, were not
born in marble halls, were not the product of «great minds~, lolling
in the easy chairs of cafés or parliamentary seats. No, they were
born from the barrel of the partisan rifle, in the fire of the war for
freedom, were nurtured in the bosom of the people, and the humble
homes of the people became their place of residence,

Today, looking back over more than four decades, we Albanian
communists feel proud that ever since the days of their creation, the
Democratic Front of Albania and our people’s state power, under
the leadership of our glorious Party, have performed their tasks and
mission for the people and the Homeland with honour, have been
tempered in the sternest battles and tests, have withstood and de-
fcated the plans of all internal and external enemies and have been
turned into impregnable fortresses of triumphant socialism and the
line new life which is flourishing in Albania.

Their honour and glory will be raised higher and higher in the
future, because the blood of 28,000 of the finest sons and daughters
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of this land! has been poured in foundations of the Front and our people’s
power, because they have been set up, raised and cemented wilh sweat,
{oil, countless efforts and sacrifices by our people and our Party. They
have been and will remain for all time the inviolable creation of the
people. defending and expressing their lofty aspirations, and the Marx-
ist-Leninist line and ideology of our Party of Labour will always inspire
them and pervade them like a red thread.

As to how we managed to create and build these immortal works,
lhat is a whole history., Many documents of that time, besides pro-
viding wvivid evidence of our work and struggle for the creation of
the Front and the state power, also, comprise, to some degree, the
lirst written history of the process of their birth and construction.
Later, in the years of Liberation, we have written and spoken again
and again about them and about that whole glorious period of our
history, when the people, enlightened and led by the Party, succeeded
in liberating the Homeland from the chains of foreigners and them-
selves from any kind of class oppression and exploitation.

These two colossal achievements of ours will continte to exist
and Tunction through the ages, but the earliest times, the moments
when we laid the foundations, when in the heat of the war we created
the National Liberation Front and our people’s state power, shall never
be forgotten. We have looked back over that unforgettable period again
and again, not from nostalgia, but in order to illuminate the problem
from all aspects and to make as clear and concrete as possible to the
younger generations how we, their parents, managed to overthrow the
old and set up the new.

This is the purpose of these notes of mine, written at various times
in the form of reminiscences about historical evenls, which I am
now handing over for publication.

On the eve of the 40th anniversary of the Liberation of the Home-
lind and the triumph of the people’s revolution, they are intended
both fo pay great homage to the outstanding deed of our Party and
people in the years of the Anti-fascist National Liberation War and to
) sh the memory of the past, which has always been the foundation
the future which it has always served and illuminated.

The emergence of the Communist Party of Albania on November
B 1941 as a powerful current enlivened the energies of the Albanian
people, roused their hopes in the future and terrified the enemy.

This was a decisive event, a most important act, because for the

I As one ol the more active participants of the world anli-fascist coalition,
Albania oec one of the fivsl places 1n cegord to human and material losses
during the Second World War, compared with the size of its territo
pupulation

and its
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first time in the many centuries of the history of the Albanian people
the Party of the working class, the only Party which, having the
revolutionary ideology as its guide, would lead the people in the
struggle and to victory, had placed itself at the head cf the people.

This historic moment was very quickly reflected in the struggle
of the Albanian people, which grew steadily stronger, becoming ever
better organized.

With joy and enthusiasm we communists welcomed this greal
victory of which we had dreamed and for which we had struggled
for a long time. Now we had the Party which was to guide all ow
efforts, which would teach and educate us, would lead us in the
struggli} for the liberation of the Hemeland and, later, towards (he
realization of our ultimate ideal — communism.

The newly formed Party was faced with many greatl tasks,

Linking up with the people, acquainting the masses with (e
program and aim of the Party, the mobilization and organization of
the masses in the life-and-death struggle with the fascist occupiers
and local traitors was one of these tasks, indeed, one of the main
and most important tasks, Without the people, without the masse
communist party, whether newly formed or with a long period of exis-
tence and activity, can achieve nothing.

We, Albanian communists. understood this axiom of Marxism-Lenin
ism. What made our work difficult was the fact that in the grave
conditions of the occupation and terror we had to come out hefore
the people, to win them to our cause, to organize and lead them al
a time when we also had to organize ourselves, to build and temper
the Party and to prove it in struggle as a capable, reliable and irre
placeable leading force.

This was something unprecedented in history, but as you might
say, this was our «fate-, Had we waited until the Party was built
and strengthened, until it extended to all parts of the country, had
we worked only within the Party and then addressed ourselves
to the pecple with our program for struggle, this would have .IM'“
catastrophic, not only for the Party, but also for the fate ol the
people and Homeland. Therefore, conscious of the situation through
which we were passing and the difficulties which we had, we did nol
wait. We went into action at once, facing up to all the tasks at the
same time, including that of making the people conscious and uniting
them in that [ighting union which was soon to take the name ol
the Anti-fascist National Liberation Front of Albania.

Hence, the formation of the Party found us in a situation when
all the objective and subjective possibilities for the formation of the
Anti-fascist Front were in existence, What was moest Important waos
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the fael that in the ranks of the communists and cadres of our newly
formad Party, as a vesult of the earlier work and the analyses made
ab the Founding Meeting of the Party, the conviction was being im-
planted that our Party could and must create the Anii-fascist Front of
the  Alb, people through direct conerete work with the masses,
withoul wailing for and without seeking agreements and machinations
with the scll-styled leaders, that is, as a Front formed from below.
known, in the Resolution which the Founding Meeling of
adopted, this unity was called «the fighting unity between
ng masses of town and countryside», and this was nothing
but ithe idea of the Anti-lascist National Liberation Front of the Al-
binian people. Likewise, the first document of our Party, which came
ot simultaneously with the Resolution, was the first open militant
Appeal which our Party addressed to the people, making its program
clear 1o them and inviting them to unite in the struggle for freedom
andindependence!

Now the Parly, with organized and multiplied forces, with ils clear
mihitant program, was to intensifity and further extend the work to
p that powerful fortress of the united people against the strength
tality of which the nazi-fascist legions would smash their heads
efforts and plans of internal and external reaction would
he thwarted.

This unity of the masses, under the leadership and banner of the
Pty would make possible the outbreak and successful accomplishment
of the revolution, for which the conditions existed in Albania.

The feudal regime of Zog, with its oppression, poverly, hunger,
imprisonments and thefts, had angered, enraged and Iilled the people
with hatred for that vegime, bringing them to the point of revsli,
Precisely when this revolt and anger of the masses was seething,
the oecupation of the country prepared by Zog and the feudal hour-
pe © filled the cup to overflowing. New the hatred of the people
and the antagonistie struggle between oppressors and oppressed reached
its culmination, Thus, the occupation of Albania by Italian faseism
had marked the beginning of a change of national importance. This
situation had Lo be understood and handled correctly. because it was
pregnant with revolution, The Albanian eommunists and their Party
understood  this stale of affairs precisely and decided to emerge as
masters of the situation and become the leaders of the revolution.
Hence, the grave, difficult, but glorious historic task develved on our
Communist Party {o raise the people in revolution, lead them in strug-
wle for the liberation of the Homeland and take them and the working
class, of which it was the vanguard, to victory.
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The National Liberation War, which the Party undertook to lead,
had to have clear aims, a program acceptable to our people, a program
which would mobilize and enliven healthy energies. The people, and
first of all, the working class and the peasantry had to know and
understand why they were fighting and what the victory would bring
them. The bitter past, when the people's wars and uprisings were
bloadily suppressed by the feudal lords, aghas and usurers, was fresh
in their memory. The people could net be aroused to fight and shed
their bloed for their age-old oppressors. The Communist Party of
Albania was a guarantee that the past would never again be repeated,
but this had to be proved in practice with a program, with action, with
fighting and with policy.

Through its program, the Party had to make clear to the people
that this would be a great, fierce, complicated and difficult war. There-
fore, great political and military organization was necessary. All this
the Party made clear to the people and it told them (just as it de-
monstrated in deeds) that the communists would be in the forefront
of the fight, would be the first to hurl themselves into the flames,
would give their lives fighting, but the war could not be waged only
by them, without the masses.

This resulted from the idea that the communists could not fight
and triumph without the people. The people make the revolution.

In all this activity, the question of alliances and the definition
of allies would be decisive, The leading role of the working class, on
the basis of our main principles, and the alliance of the working
class with the friendly class — the peasantry, especially with the poor
peasants with no land or little land, is known. Precisely this alliance,
to which we devoted the greatest importance and attention, was to be
the key to the victory in our National Liberation War,

However, we also knew the other side of it: this alliance of the
working class with the peasantry, under the leadership of the working
class, which was to become the pivot of the unification of other pi-
triotic and progressive strata, had to be created in accord with our
conerete conditions and situation, and to this end, our Party had to
make analyses not only of the political-economic situation of classes
and strata, but also of the specific. special links of groups and cl
of the positive and negative influences, old and new, within Albanian
society.

We recognized the truth that the Albanian working class was
still few in numbers and without great experience in the class struggle,
but right from the cuiset we were convineed that this working class
was and would be the [lirsi lo embrace the call and program of the
Party and would play, just as it did, the great role which belonged
to it in the popular revolution as the vanguard class of the society. I
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sl faithiul ally undoubtedly would be the peasantry which not only
ullered under a mediaeval exploitation, but had always been the
sotirce of liberation and social struggles in the past. The brilliant pa-
Iriolic and democratic traditions of our peasantry, now kindled to a
leree  blaze by the intolerable state of occupation, were the most
powerful argument, also, for the necessity and possibility of the ereation
ol the allianee belween the working class and peasantry and fo refute
those reactionary views which presented the peasantry as an ignorant,
thwn-trodden mob, uscless and unreliable in war. The fact that in
the conditions of our country, this class would be the greatest source
el the broadest base of manpower for the National Liberation War
made our work to win the support of the peasaniry for the program
ol the Party even more necessary.

80, while we were conscious that the working class and the pea-
nantry would constitule the main basis of the fighling unity of the
preople, at the same time, we knew that the past had lef its mark
e wur soclety, blemishes which were obstacles to unity and made
the creation of alliances difficult. Religion had done its work and con-
tnued to poison the minds and hearts of individuals. The clergy, the
bews and bayraklars! had striven not only to exploit but also to

wibidue~- and «tame» our brave and indomitable people, whom the
tepimes of the past had kept in cultural and political obscurantism,

‘I'rue, when the country was occupied there were no parties, either
venetionary or progressive, leflist, ete., but the factors which I listed
above, and many others like these, operated as if there were innu-
merable wpartiess which shrivelled the energies of the people and
lept them divided in order to be enslaved and exploited more completely.

Another danger which threatened the struggle and fighting alliance
ol the people was that section of political emigrants, sons and repre-
wentatives of oppressing and exploiting classes whe, like scores of re-
volulionary patriols and democrats, had gone abroad when Zog came
fo power,” but unlike the true patricts and demoerats, had never been
linked with the troubles of the Homeland and the people, They re-
miined abroad for 15 years and the majority of them degenerated
completely politically, becoming the trusted men, allies and agents
ol that foreign power which fed and paid them. They posed as anti-

! Hepresenlatives of the gentry in the mountainous areas, especially ln North
Albania
# Alter the riumph of the June 1024 Bourgeois-Democratic Revolution, Ahmet
. who had taken refuge in Yugoslavia, in December 1924 suppressed the June
olution and established his reactionary regime with the encouragement and
atunce of the reactionary bian government and the support of its troops
o woll as of internal Alba feudal reaction,
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Zogites, but were also anti-communists, and they returned to Albania
together with the Italians in 1030. Their pretensions that they «should
govern fhe countiry» were categorical. They were completely divorced
from the life, opinions and aspirations of the people, They thought
that the outdated ideas of corrupted bourgeois democracy, which they
nurtured, were appropriate to the time and applicable to the country.
And when? After the world had undergone such great changes. They
had returned to Albania as «the cream of Albanian nationalismw, and,
regardless of the fact that many of them received fat salaries from
the occupiers and had completely entered their service, they maintained
contacts with those wanti-faseist and anti-Zogite» elements who thought
that these emigrants, who returned from abroad, were politically as they
were 15 years earlier() The danger which these individuals posed to
the National Liberation War became clearer later, when they ecreated
the traitor organization Balli Kombétar, which, to the very end, assisted
the fascist and nazi cccupiers with demagogy and arms against the
Anti-fascist National Liberation Front and its leadership, the Com-
munist Party of Albania.

Being rabid anti-communists, they in no way welcomed the for-
mation of the Communist Party of Albania and its program proelaimed
in the Resolution,

These elements, together with the fascists, called the Communist
Party of Albania -«a party of foreigners and not of Albaniahss, «a
party of Slavs, Russians, etc, and not of Albanianse. They described
the National Liberation War as «a erazy war, without prospects and
harmful to Albania». They said that the leaders of the Communist
Party of Albania and the Anti-faseist War were «hot-headed youths
who do not know how to conduct politiess, and spread a thousand
other slanderous rumours,

This was the situation at that time amongst this collection of in-
dividuals, a situation which the Communist Party of Albania and ils
leadership studied many times both during 1942 and later,

During this period the Party also had to carry out a similar study
in vegard to religious beliefs in Albania, We analysed the religious
beliefs in two directions: the concrete influence of religion among
the broad masses of the people, and the danger from the religious
hierarchy. I shall not go into these anglyses at length, but it i ne-
cessary to deline certain main features on which the Ceniral Commitice
of the CPA based iisell in its work with the masses immediately after
the founding of the Party and through the whole period of the war.

It is known that there were three religious beliefs in our country;
the Moslem faith, which was the most widespread, the Orthodox
Christian faith, which ranked second, and the Roman Catholic faith,
less widespread, was centered in Shkodra and extended to the high=
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lands o Shkoda, 1o Lozba and down to Durrés, where there was
a bishoprie, In Albania there were also some Moslem believers in-
¢ in minor sects, without influence among the people, with the
esceplion of the Beklashi seet.

I rvegard o the clergy, their influence was as follows: the Ca-
thalie priests, irvespeetive of their various «orderss, such as Jesuites,
Fruneise ete, were men without a homeland whoe depended on
the Vo 1 even for the smallest thing. In Albania, as in other
counlries ol the Catholic warld, the Catholic Church had the same
pvramid  organization, the same organization of churches, parishes,
monisteries, religious or state schools, the same rites and liturgy, the
same method and style of work, in general. Their incomes, their salaries
aml cverything else came from their plunder of the believers in the
ol donations, or cven through compelling their believers Lo
th their liquid and fixed assets to the Church.

All the clergymen of the Catholic Church, from the upper one
fmwn to the dewcons and pavish priests, were learned people who
hadl gone through theological schools with iron discipline, had learned
the methods  and tricks of suppressing the will of people through
the fear of God Christ and the apostles. The Catholic believers had
la vbey the Church perinde ae coedaver®. The spider’s web had en-
led the believers in the laws of the church. the canons and laws
ulthe reactionsry  bourgeoisie, and these were all a collection of
vhains which bound and oppressed the believers. The Catholic Church
and its clergy were extremely obscurantist and conservative, as well as
adaptable and flexible when necessary, but always in alliance with
the veactionary regimes like those of Prince Wied! and Ahmet Zog
(indeed, they did not fail to poke their fingers into the bourgeois-de-
mocratic regime of Fan Noli), as well as with every foreign occupier
ol Albania, ineluding the Austro-Hungarians, the Italian faseisls and
the German nazis,

Only our regime of the dictatorship of the proletariat put an
«nd to the evil reactionary and collaborationist activity of the Ca-
thalic Chureh.

But let us not depart from the period thal we are analysing.
This was the siwation in the hierarchy of the Catholic faith and its
in this historical period. The senior priests were double
i and the Italian occupiers. For us, however, for
ration War, there was a broad field, the people of

g

believers
agents of the Vi
the National Lib

=

*as n dead budy (Latin in the original} in this context, blindly,

I Wilbelm von W German prince, a tool in the hands of the Imperialist
powers. In Februwy 1004 the Greal Powera proclaimed him «Prinee of Al-
Bankas His rule dwted from Mareh Lo Seplember 1914,
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the North, the Catholic laiety. There were also some poer members
of the lower clergy, who following in the footsteps of outstanding
figures of our national cause and culture such as Budi and Bogdani,
Ndre Mjeda and Shijefén Gjecovi, might now listen to what we hatd
to say, beeause they lived closer to the sufferings and problems of Lhe
people. In these directions we were to work and make progress.

The Moslem religion and its hierarchy were not a serious obslacle
to the siruggle against the Italian occupiers as the Catholic religion
was. Even before the occupation of the country, but still more, so
after it, the hierarchy of the Moslem religion was weak, withoul any
experience to worry us. The mosgues existed. They had a hodja, bul
those whao practised the religion were very few, The rites had been
abandened, no marriages were conducted according to the Sherinl
and everything else, such as the observance of Ramadan and the fensl
of PBajram had become routine customs which were practised here
and there in certain regions mostly «from force of habit-. The hodjus
were all ignorant, none of them was able to propagate the phi-
losophy, ethics and the morality of the Koran, and no cne understood
the Koran, because it was recited in a foreign language (Arabic), Al
though the hodjas were conservative in their customs they had
neither the ability nor the political capacity to exert any influer
through the Islamic thought. The broad masses of the peaple were
virtuelly liberated from the bonds of religion, the development of the
intellect of the Moslem believers was more extensive, and there was
much greater liberalism and tolerance, Hence, the work of the Party
in arcusing the people to fight encountered almost no sericus cbstacle
in this direction.

Among the Bektashi sect, also, a large proportion of the believers
traditionally have displayed patriolism and have fought for the li-
beration of Albania.

The situation was similar with the Orthodox Christian faith, too,
both in the hievarchy of the church and among the beliovers.

Historieally, a section of the Orthodox priests, especially the simple
priests in the villages and even some in the cities, those who lived
close to the people, who after religious services laid aside their priest's
hats fo take up the hoe or some other tool to do some work, have
fought and striven both to gain the independence of the Church and,
especially, to introduce the Albanian language into the church ser-
vices. It is self-evident that these efforts of theirs weuld run into
opposition from the Palriarchate of Constantinople and later, espe
cially from the reactionary Greek Church, and it was by no means
rave for the latter to commit monstrous crimes against patriotic
priests who loved the people, the Homeland and the Albanian lane
guage, who wanted the independence of the Albanian Church. Thelr
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vlforts and aims in these directions, in the historical context, had
wical value and were expressions and components of the struggle for
indvpendence which was waged in all the Albanian territories, Our
people honoured and respected these martyrs, not simply of the
Church but of the cause of Albania. They include Papa Kristo Ne-
wil, Father Stath Melani, Dhimitér Misha, Papa Llambro Ballamagi
and others who, like other outstanding patriots who strove for the
Albanian language and school, Naum Veqilharxhi, Petro Nini Luarasi,
Kula Hoxbhi, Pandeli Sotiti and tens of others, were poisoned or
murdered in the most barbarous ways by the Greek Partriarchate,
The «reasons- for which the Greel cler reaction acted in that
wiy lowards these patriots were astonishingly cynical! Tt murdered
and climinated them simply because these sons of Albanians pro-
vluimed that they were Albanians, that they wanted Albanian spoken
0 the church just as in the homes, the streets, fields and the schools,
nirdered them because they defended the legitimate right of the
praple o their territories. In reality, however, behind the <«reasonss
and religious motives» of the bishops lurked political motives and
tms, the territorial ambitions of Greek chauvinists towards Albania,
This anti-Albanian chauvinism was so unrestrained that it «linkeds
iti tervitorial pretensions with and «based» them on the extension of
the Orthodox religion! Their chauvinist blindness went so far that
reactionary bishops did not want to see that the Orthodox religion ex-
lended not only to certain zones on the border of our territory with
Gireece (which include the villages of the Greek minority with about
#0.000 inhabitanis in the first years of the National Liberation War
and about 50,000 inhabitants today), but this religion, like the Moslem
religion, extended all over Albania, to precinets and regions of Gj
rokastra, Saranda, Pérmet, Korga, Vora, Tepelena, Fier, Lushnja, Berat,
n, Durrés, Tirana and so on! Precisely on the basis of this absurd
fe, certain reactionary bishops of Great-Greek chauvinism pretend
thal 400 thousand Albanian citizens, formerly linked with the Or-
thodox religion, are CGreeks, Hence, were the religion to be the basis for
delermining the national identity of a people, according to this crazy
tie of the chauvinist bishops, more than halt of Albania would
ong o Greece(!), a thing which the Greek chauvinists, the cham-
ns  of Grealer Greece! have always dreamed of and demanded!
"recisely in Tavour of these dreams of occupation and annexation they
hnd persecuted and murdered our honoured patriots, including patrio-
tie priests and believers who had risen, together with their brothers

| Ideological platform of the chauvinistic Gresk big bourgeoisle which sought
lu ereate a great empire including a good past of the Balkan Peninsula, which
Wi considered Greek only because it was of Christian Orthodox faith,
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of the Moslem and Catholic religions, to defend the territorial in=
tegrity of Albania from the annexationist appetites of neighbouring
chauvinists,

Hence, this close combination of the cause of the Church and
veligion with the national cause, giving priority to the latter, had
brought about that not only the laiety of the Orthodox faith but also
most of the simple priests, were brought up and educated with
the feeling of patriotism.

So, the Party had the question of religious beliefs at the cenire
of its attention during the whole period of the National Liberation
War, but also after the war, because in order to arouse the people
to fight for the liberation of the Homeland and build a new Albanin
we had to avoid hurting their feelings. ;

In regard to the intelligentsia, extensive, qualified, differentiated
work at various levels had 1o be done. In general, the terrain of the
waork with the intellectuals was suitable. The exception to this were
the top officials who not only accepted fascism buil also secured fine
material gains from it. In general, «cultured- officials of this ¢ cgory
were corrupled by all the regimes, and were among the first whao
willingly enrolled in the «Albanian. fascist party set up by the occupiers

However, generally speaking, the intelligentsia of our country
was patriotic, anti-fascist, and opposed to the occupation of the couniry,
therefore, the Party was to give greal importance to this stratum
of the people. too, because by means of it, the patriotism of the boys
and girls would become more and more tempered and encouraged.,

Such wide-ranging and detailed analyses of situations, the ratio
of forces, etc.,, were the fruit of debates which we held in the meetings
of the leadership, in meetings with comrades of the Party in the ca-
pital or from the terrain. They were a great assistance in our day-to-day
and future work, because the first and indispensable thing in order
to accomplish our tasks as communists, that is, as leaders of the
masses, was to orientate ourselves correctly in that difficult situation
of enslavement, terror, intrigues and spivitual and physical sufferings
and hardships which had descended upon owr people,

Thus, its unshakeable loyalty to and faith in the revolutionary
theory of the proletarist, as well as its thorough knowledge of the
reality of our country, were two fundamental factors which enabled
our Party to determine a correct line, to give precise instructions on
ideclogical, political and organizational matters, including building the
militant unity of the masses arcund the program of the Party and
all the other problems.
speaking about these analyses and studies which the Party
d out and on which it rvelied, it should never be thought that
first we waited until these were carried out in complete and {inal
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form and then began the work with the masses, or that we charged
working groups or mobilized specialists and experts io do them. No,
the «specialists-, the wworking groups», were we ourselves, all the com-
munists, from the rank-and-file members to the main leaders, who
sequainted ourselves with and summed up the situations along with
the conerete day-to-day work.

All of us, then, from the main leaders and cadres of the Party
to the ordinary members, set about this great task with determi-
nation. Now, after the founding of the Party, the very situation in
ch we were obliged to live and fight helped us to enter more
widely into contact with the working people. Almost all of us were
ons and daughters of the working people, many of us werc illegal
wd as such we spent the days and nights in the poor quarters, going
from one house to the other, amongst the common folk, workers
and craftsmen, some of whom were unemployed or plied their trade
[ram their homes. Everywhere we were surrounded and protected by
he love and care ol the ordinary people for our fate and we felt
that in essence this was an expression of the love and concern of
he people for the fate of the country.

Basing ourselves on this situation, we worked and instructed all
the comrades to exploit every possible opportunity, personal acquain-
lunces and Iriendship, celebrations, funerals, weddings, chance or or-
uanized meelings, and, you might say, in a natural and daily con-
versation with the masses we propagated the line and program of
the Party at every moment. And the fact is that what we said was
readily accepted, because we louched on the most sensitive problem
ol the nation. War against the occupier, war, merciless war against
the occupier and traitors! — that is what the communists and our
-ympathizers propagated day and night and, of course, this could not
fail to warm the hearts of our people who have always distinguished
themselves as great fighters for the cause of freedom.

This intensive propaganda, day by day, by word of mouth, with
leallets, communiques and appeals, was made clearer, more credible and
aceeptable to the people, because the communists accompanied  their
words with deeds, They were propagandists and fighters at the same
lime, they atiacked fascism and were pursued by fascism. This could
uot fail to make a profound impression en the m: Our comrades
in the cities fought, organized actions. acts of sabolage, executed
cnemies, &t a time when the rifle fire of guerilla units and partisan
veta was being heard increasingly everywhere,

Right from the outset our Party correctly laid down that the whole
praple, all social classes and strata, without distinction as to political,
ideological, religious and other views, should be included in the war
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for the salvalion of the country. The main thing which could and
must unite these forces was the stand towards the foreign occupiers,
the uncompromising war against them. This was the basis on which
the Anti-fascist National Liberation Front would be organized, a front
in which, apart from the working masses of town and countryside,
all the other lorces and elements, all those who were interested in
the freedom and the exislence of Albania and the Albznian nation,
would take part. And in this context, a major, wide-ranging job, fre-
quently extremely complicated and wearisome, was that which we
had to do with the patriotic elements or those who posed as patriots,
that is, with all those who at that time were called nationalists.

The term -nationalists», as we used it in that period, must not
be confounded with the meaning which this term has assumed today
in political literature to denote elements with hourgeois-nationalist
views, as opposed lo the Marxist-Leninist principle of proletarian in-
ternationalism, The term «nationalist»- was applied to those fighters
who in past times had fought against forcign oceupiers who aimed
to eliminate us as a nation. Precisely from the word «natio-, taken
from the Latin language, emerged the term «nationalists which we
used during the war and is found in my writings of that period.

The truth is that this term included a wide range of people,
from the elements with a patriotic past and activity to the intellectuals
who were known or proclaimed themselves as people with patriotic
and demoeratic sentiments. Thus, in a certain sense with the term
«nationalist- we made a differentialion between communists, on the
one hand, and ather people with whom we had contacts and worked,
As early as the time of the communist groups, but especially after
the lounding of the Party, the work with the «nationalistse was a
sector in which all the communists were inwalved. Naturally, this was
done according to the possibilities which each member had, according
to his social circle of acquaintances and relatives. In the cells to which
we belonged we veported on all our work, including the work with
intellectuals  and patriols, exchanged opinions and consulted one
another about our activities. When some member encountered difficul-
ties with the person with whom he had been appointed to work, then
he handed over the job to another comrade and found the way to
introduce him to that person.

The formal aspect of the work was a problem in itself: you had
to be introduced fo them and then to enter into their circles, to take
parl in the conversations which they held and (o manage to under-
stand as far as possible, for example, what political inclinations a
person might have, how far you could go with him, when you should
go shead and when you should stop at general conversations in order
to disguise yoursell Irom a spy. Because we should not forget that
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the regime of Zog, and subsequently the fascist regime, were Tegimes
al spies who watched and saw with whem you associated, with whom
vou tlalked and what you talked about and who «branded- vou accor-
I'rom this aspect at that time there had to be hath a special
and tactics, because amongst the intellectuals, teachers, pro-
merchants and nationalists, there were good people but also
weale ones, as well as all kinds of rogues down to outright spies and
valluborators of the enemy.

In the lalks which we held with them, after we were convinced
about their predisposition, we put forward our stand as communists
nd as o Communist Party, Our fundamental thesis was that in this
nrive situation for the Homeland all Albanians had a common aim —
the Lighl against the occupiers for the liberation of Albania. In the
liee ol this imperative duty all the differcnces in ideological con-
vicions and  political sympathies, religious and regional differences,
il 1o take second place. This was the moment, we communists stres-
v when we must reflect deeply on the words of the patriotic poet!
thit wthe religion of the Albanian is Albania-.

This was one of the most difficult tasks which the Party and its
meimbers, from the leadership to the individual communists, had to
da. Here 1 am not referring to the danger that threatened us in this
vork, the possibility of being spied upon or betrayed, or the pro-
uibility of the introduction of some agent provocateur element into our
vinks. Of course, these dangers existed, but what work could the
vommunists and honest patriots do without danger? They had taken
these dangers into account sinee they had entered the struggle against

savage, cruel and cunning enemy.

The  greatest dilficulties were in  another direction, in which
mwere bravery did not count for much, but which reguired tact, po-
blical - acumen, cool-headedness and prudence. The Party comrades
hid 1o stand up to great tension, not only physical, but also nervous
md psychological. We had to talk and quarrel for whole hours, time
after lime, with all kinds of blockheads who were not only uncon-
vinced by our correct arguments which were as clear as the light
ol day, bul also tried to convince us of the opposite with ridiculous
arguments. and pettifogging sophistry! Apart from other things, it
look great patience and self-restraint to avoid telling these «patriotss
bluntly, «To hell with youls. However, the work of the Party and the
use al the war demanded something else, Sometimes a comrade
ild come to us seething with disgust to report about a meeting
which he had had and ask us to relieve him of this task and seck our
ippraval (o brand this or that person as a traitor, «Nole we would

1 Pushlo Vasa  (1823-1892).
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tell him, «the day will come when the cup is filled and then we shall
do this, but meanwhile, carry on with the work, refule and 2XPOSE
his arguments and when you are convinced that he truly does not want
to fight, then we'll give him up as hopeless.-

The readers, and especially young ones, may open their ayes
and ask why such niceties were necessary with these elements who
should be put in their place. Of course, the moment would come
when the Parly and the people would also turn the rifle on all
those whao united with the nazi-fascists in words and deeds, but be-
fore this, efforts had to be made lo turn them from the road of be-
trayal and involve them in the war against the occupier.

In working with the natlionalists, the Party had in mind the stra-
tegic aims of the war it was leading, the major interests of the peo-
ple and the Homeland. First of all, the Party proceeded from the
view that the broader the mass participation was in the Popular
Front, the more [uriously the war would be waged and the move
certain the final victory would be. Then, it must mot be forgoiten
that many of the known nationalists of that period had, to various
degrees, a certain influence in different districts and cities of the
country or among the cireles of the intelligentsia. The incorporation
in the Front of tens and tens of outstanding patriots, known to the
people for their progressive sentiments and democratic opinions and
as anti-Zogite fighters, was a victory of the policy of the Party, be-
cause these people, besides their contribution, their personal abilities
and capacities, possessed great authority among the people, which they
put at the disposal and in the service of the National Liberation
War,

The struggle of the Party to unmask such pseude-patriots as Lumo
Skindo, Ali Kéleyra, Qazim Koculi and others, and to bring them
out in their true colours, yielded similar results, Many of these in-
dividuals were neither stupid nor without influence. Some of them
profited from the repufation of the families whose names they hore,
some [from the two or three shols they had fired in Vlera in 1920,!
some athers from their siands adopted in opposition to Zog or the
momentary participation in the June Revolution of 1924,

It would have been political short-sightedness to have turned the
rifle on all of them as early as 1941, as some might think. This would
have been harmful both to the war and to the Party, This human
«ore» had to undergo a process of selection and from it, apart from
the filth which would be thrown aside, pure metal would emerge,
and time and the war would do this sorting out. The line of the

1 Reference s to the War of Vlora of 1920 against the imperialist Italinn
invaders which ended with the viclory of the Albanian penple,
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Parly was correct: the patriotie elements should be brought inte the
wir and their influence amongst the masses used for the benefit
ol the wa the demagogues, the disguised tools of the occupiers,
should be unmasked by asking them the question: «Are you going
lo light for Albania or not?» And the people would see, as they
did, who were true patriots and who pseudo-patriots.

In the context of extending the work with the nationalists we
edlevoled special attention ab that time, especially, to work with the
intelligentsia; aiming 1o make ifs patriotic and’ demoeratic elements
pirticipants in the war.

The Albanian intelligentsia at that time was numerically small
and this was a vesult of the low level of economic and cultural de-
velopment and the obseurantist policy of the regime of Zog. Apart
from all the other evils which they perpetraled on the country, the
= menarch and his circle did their utmost to leave Albania
kness and ignorance, because the darkness and ignorance of the
s are ithe best allies of oppression and exploitation. Zog and his
regime did nothing for culture, art and science, however much he,
fogether with his degenerate and corrupt sisters, who ironically, des-
pile their viter ignorance, took the arts, eulture and sport, which vir-
tually did not exist in Albania, under their «patronage», posed as sup-
porters of these things,

Nevertheless, through the erfm-ts of the people, of the sons
and daughters of the people and contrary to the desire of ‘the feu-
dal-bourgeois regime, it was made possible to set up an education
aystem with primary and secondary schools to teach the sons and
duughters of the people, who with their unerring intuition and their
woad horizen of history prepared the youth for the new days. With
ureat difficulties and coping with many cconomic privations, some of
ung people went abroad where they attended higher studies. All
people comprised the soundest part of the Albanian intelligentsia
which was opposed to the anti-popular and reactionary section which
originated frem the beys, usurers and merchants,

At the time of which I am speaking the teachers and professors
comprised the majority of the iniellectuals, while there was a smaller
number from other professions, such as doctors, engineers and jurists,
The intelligentsia was not a homogenous mass, either from its social
composition or from its political convictions, wmch were ill-defined.
Besides this, with the exception of one section, especially the village
teachers, the intelligentsia was not so closely linked with the peoonle
and  was acquainted only superficially, at second-hand, with their
problems, This does not mean it was ‘not patriotic. No, in general,
the Albanian intelligenisia was patriotic and anti-Zog, and subsequent-
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ly proved its patriotism in its stand in the war against the occupiers,

Those closest to the people were the teachers who were more
intimately linked with their sufferings and problems. Under the re-
gime of Zog they were at the bottom of the small pyramid »f the
education system, scorned by the inlellectual waristocracy=, regarded
with suspicion by the regime, and received a pittance. And even that
tiny salary was paid once in five meonths, and occasionally once in
nine months, So, in order to live they had to go and sell their pay
wvouchers to the moneylenders, of course, at a discount. I myself did
this during the few months that I worked in the secondary school in
Tirana at the end of 1936 and the beginning of 1987, for which I was
paid by the hour without any fixed salary and received nothing at
all when I was sick or during school holidays,

In general, the teachers had completed or half completed their
secondary schooling within the country. Rarely one of them knew some
foreign language, but there was no foreign literature which they
could vead in order to develop themselves. The intellectuals of this
category were with the people and delested the regime of Zeg and
its top functionaries. They were closely linked with the pupils and
their families, were patriots and democcrats and when Albania was
occupied they united with the workers and pupils in demonstrations
against the occupiers and most of them took part in the partisan
war,

The «professorss, as we called the secondary school teachers of
that time, figured higher in the hierarchy of the education system
and the intelligentsa, in general. Unlike the ordinary teachers, ge-
nerally speaking, they were more remote from the people and the
work with them was more compleated. Of course, even among
the professors there were many who loved the Homeland and the
people, who hated the feudal-bourgeocis regime and the fascist occu-
pation and linked themselves with the National Liberation Movement
and the Party. But the majority of them were integrated into the
oppreseive system of Zog and fascism, were content with their own
situation, and as for the condition of the masses, they did not worry
their heads about that. Intellectuals of this type considered them=
selves the «élitew of the education system and boasted that they were
the «inlelligenisia of the country» and that «the regime had need of
them~». Many of them had been abroad where they had graduated
from higher schocls, some in Ilaly, some in France, some in Ausfria
or Germany, some in Greece, a few in the United States of America,
Some of the older ones had graduated from Turkish schools.

Other members of the «intellectual élites were the doclors, en-
gineers, architects, agronomists and others, without forgetting either
those who had graduated in law and bhecame advocates or judges, or
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Ihe jeurnalists, in the ranks of whom there were some who were
well-knewn,  a seclion with progressive  democratic tendeneies and
vie while the remainder were completely in the service of the
clionary and anti-popular regimes. Of course, here I exclude such
nbllectuals as Medar Shtylla, Omer Nishani. Xhafer Kongeli, Gago
lashko and tens of others who T mention in these notes, and who
knew the diffieult situation of the masses and who proved them-
wlves with deeds to be democrals and patriots. Here I am referring
tv those intellectuals, who alter gaining higher edueation, through
the maney which their fathers had fleeced from the workers and
peasants, came back to Albania with the pretension that they were
bringing culture and eivilization, but who, in fael, came to share in
the exploitation of the masses. They had taken nothing of real va-
lue trom European civilization, apart from some foreign language, a
rertain amount of knowledge of the eraft they had learned and -mo-
tlevn etiguetter, along with the top hat or bowtie, without which they
Wwere never seen in the streets or cafés. And these civilized intelles
linls were not ashamed to put themselves up for auction on the
age market, because almost all of them were fortune-hunters, It
tural that many of them became bourgeois, were «pushed: into
high offices and became wexamples» for the less fortunate. These
ndividuals were lost to the cause of the people, were superficial
lemoirats-,  oliberals» only in certain manifestations which were
wngnvers from the countries where they had attended school.

In general, the intellecluals with higher schooling and in top

ons either integrated themselves with and became pillars of
or, even when they were democrats and anti-Zog, did
the future of the country clearly. There were some of them
who did not like Zog and his regime and who deep down were antl-
‘ogites, but who did not have the courage to act or even to
press their views openly. There were only a few of them wha
ke openly, of course, not out in the street, against Zog and his
me. But even these few engaged in «academier talk about laws,
sures, prices, ministers, and so on. But it was extremely diffi-
cull, not to say impossible, to find in them a consistent spirit of
resislance, or even less, any attempt at resistance. Of course, this
vame about also from the fact that Zog, whom they abused, had
hut - their mouths because it was a time when economic misery
reigned among  the people, when the worker toiled the whole day
breaking stones in the heat of summer for two to three leks a day,
while people of this category received ten to fifteen gold napoleons
i+ munth, and were well-dressed, owned comfortable homes, furniture
ind radios. Thus, these elements with some democratic and anti-Zo-
pite veneer found it more suitable to take a comfortable position:
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to enjoy the blessings which the regime provided for them and to
whisper the oceasional criticism against it.

In general, these intellectuals, as soon as they returned from
abroad, aimed to get a good job and especially in Tirana. At that
time whether you had graduated as an agronmomist or an engineer,
the place for you was in the ministry, and if there was no job
for you, it was created, because neither the agronomists nor the
engineers had anywhere to work, agriculture was at a very low level
and no investments were made tc boost it; nothing was built except
the odd prison and homes for the wealthy, Thus, the agronomist
was found a job in some office, while the engineer residing in Ti-
rana drew the plans for the home of the big merchant, The doctors,
for their part, set about making money, while the professors com-
peted with one another to get a job in Tirana or in the ministry,
or if they could not manage this, went fo the few cities in which
there was a secondary school,

There could be no talk about organization in the rtanks of the
intelligentsia. Especially amongst the soundest part of it, of course,
there were efferts to do something to change the existing situation.
Some of them cstablished links with the communist groups, but these
were sporadic or on an individual basis. In the ranks of the intellectual
«Clite» which included the professors, the doctors, the jurists, the
journalists and individuals of other professions, there was a kind of
division, on the basis of their links and affinities ereated by the
type of culture and the country in which they bad received it. Hence,
opinions circulated that «so and so is of Deutsche Kultur- because
he had been to university in Ausiria or Germany, «so and so is of
French culture» because he had been in France, he who had been
to university in Italy was of -Italian cultures, and so on. This ten-
deney, which created formal affinitics between groups, encouraged
a spirit of xenomania and Dbrought about the isclation of! the in-
telligentsia frem the main problems which were precccupying the
Homeland and the people

When I was in Tirana, prior to the occupation of the country
by fascist Haly, apart from contacts with progressive and democratic
intellectuals, I was given the opportunity to come into contact also
with the milieus, opinions and psychology of that section of in-
tellectials that the regime pampered. In the Royal Road there was
a small cafg, which at that time seemed a big one, called Bella Venezia.
This Belle Venezia was frequented by the «élite- of the capital and
the major sycophants of the regime from Fuad Asllani, the foreign
minister, and other ministers, to the «top personalities of cultures,
They gathered there according to the English custom, al five o'clock.
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Once or twice, a comrade took me with him to this club of the in-
lellectusl «élites. And what did 1 see there? A circle of arregant,
conceited cosmopolitans, It was sickening. to wateh them eating cake
and drinking tea with their waristocratic» ways and whims like la-
dies in drawing-rooms. There you could hear all sorts of languages
spoken; according fo the particular clans, and Albanian was spoken
mixed with whole phrases in foreign languages, just as we have read
in Tolstoy about the Russian aristocracy which mixed Russian and
French. The talk in these circles was about «politics on a grand
scale» and discussions about art. There you could hear judgements
delivered with «absolute compelence- about Chamberlain, about Ti-
tulesew, about Hitler, about Nietzsche's Zerathustra, about Coethe's
Faust, about the Niebelungen, but not a word was said about the suf-
fering of the peasant of Myzeqe, whom Zog, the Vrionis and the
Verlacis fleeced and who died of malaria.

To speak openly with these people was dangerous. They would
hand you over to Zog or the occupier, if not directly, indireetly, by
denouncing you. As 1 said, however, the whole intelligentsia was not
like this.

1 personally was aware of this truth from the contacts which
L had established with a whole circle of teachers and intellectuals of
various professions during the vears I worked in the secondary school
af Tirana and the Lycée of Korga. The fact is, however, that our
links with the intellectuals were extended further and placed on a
sounder hasis after the Group of Korga shifted the centre of gravity
of s wark te Tirana, at the beginning of 1940, and especially after
the founding of the Party, when we evaluated the work with the
intellectuals as one of the most important flelds of the work of
the Party with the naticnalists.

We have always mentioned the fact that the Communist Party
of Albania was the only political party which operated in Albania
as a positive factor and aid for our work. But while affirming this
truth, it must in no way be thought that the leading role in the
in the Front, efc, belonged to our Party and would be given
to it automatically, since there was no other party to «compete-
with or anyone clse to whom this role could be given! No, the rea-
lity was quite different, extiremely complex, difficult and with major
problems,

True, there were no bourgeois political parties of various hues
in our country, but there were all kinds of groups and circles and
trends of the most varied hues and tendencies all of which, to a
greater or lesser extent, had influence and connections, True, t

L1

Profound Marxist-Leninist analyses

groups and trends did not rise or express themselves against the oe:
cupiers, but they were not and no one allowed them to remain
inactive, aloof from politics and activity. And since, in general, l‘h“\‘
were not against fascism, necessarily they would be against us, aguinsl
our Party, and ils program and line about the Front, the natiol
liberation councils, the war, ete.

We were bound to clash with all of them and this clash became
extremely complicated because, just as they did not come out openly
against the occupiers, at first most of them did not cqrﬂe out openly
against us, either, but on the contrary, engaged in trickery and ma
NOSUvVres.

Let us not forget, either, that the inherited backwardness and
ignorance, backward mental outlooks, both feudal and bo\%rgeuna. and
in this context, the feverish propaganda against communism carried
out by Zog and fascism for many years, were to remain majoy
obstacles to our work.

Hence. all these groups, tendencies and mental outlooks stood
alongside fascism, confronting cur Communist Party as expressions
of the bourgeois and feudal” partisanship. Therefore, althou_gh in our
work we were not confronted with organized political parties of the
bourgeoisic and reaction, we were confronted with the class inferests
of the bourgeoisie and reaction, and their aims to safeguard the
dominant positions, which were no less [ierce and complex, no lesy
cunning, undermining and dangerous and the outlocks s_md baek-
wardness of the past. We had to do battle and fight against these,
to rify the minds and win the hearts of the people in order Lo
make them aware of the vight read which had to be followed.

It was essential that the Parly increase its struggle and <-rr.{r|”
a hundred-fold with the aim not merely of extending its leading
role in the Front and the national liberation councils all over the
country, but also, and most importantly, of safeguarding and cease
lessly vstr‘(,‘r\gth(—‘mhg it and ensuring that others did not seize this
role from the Party. We had foreseen clearly that even that lion
of internal reaction which still had not declared itself as such, also,
would organize itself and iry to destroy the Front and the national
liberation councils with the aim of sabotaging the people's war for
freedom and democracy. So, it can be imagined what a catastrophe
would have occurred in these new situations had our Party, afler
the Conlerence of Peza, considered its tasks for the Front and the
councils «completeds., and subsequently concentrated ils own for
let us say, simply as an «assault forces to carry oul uuulmL:!wlmm
With the Abaz Kupis and Halim Begejas not only would All Kéleyra
and company never be brought out in their true colours, bul on the
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contravy, Balli - Kombétar, which was to be set up with all its
trimimals and gentry, would seize the reing and the Parly would
stddenly Tind itself faced with the organized and lethal attack of
the Torees of lascism and veaction.

Al the moments when we were in the heat of the work to
pul into practice the deecisions of the Conference of Peza, especially
m Ihe menth of November, a number of comrades from Tirana and
uther districts reported to us abouf many movements, meetings and
vontacts of certzin «nationalists chiefs, prominent amongst whom was
Mithat Frashéri. We were certain that something was being prepared
anel issued instructions that the greatest vigilance must be displayed
wndd everything must be reported to us.

Not much later, about the end of November and the beginning
«l December, through the first issue of the paper, The War for Na-
ttonal Liberation,! which had been published and distributed «illegallys,
we learned the news about the formation of the =nationalist- or-
wnization called the Balli Kombétar, As soon as we received the
news about this organization and its leaders, as well as a little later,
when we were acquainted with its program, the notorious «Decalogues,
wi were convineed that we had to do with an organization spawned
iy the enemy occupier which hed thrown this «reserven into the
shruggle against the Communist Party of Albania, the Anti-fascist
Nutional Liberation Front and the partisan Nalional Libervation War.

The name of the Balli Kombétar itself explains the whole plan
ul the lecal feudal-bourgecis reaction and the aims of the occupiers.
Balli> is not simply a literal translation of «front- and likewise
Kombétar s not simply a translation of the word «nationals. No. the
lerm does not have & patrictic or linguistic character but’ has a
profound ideological significance, For reaction «Ballis would not mean
war» as the ~Front» meant for us, For them «Ballis rmeant the
heads, the «predestined national leadership», that is, the old un-
changeable world «without ends, the cons rvalive world with oppressovs
i uppressed, the -Albanian national» world which rejects and fights
progress and communism, This was the meaning of the Balll Kombétar

ol Albanian reaction dreamed of how they could organize and tun
Albania in the future. The word «war- did not exist in the name of
this zation or in its content, because it represented a world
i ts death throes. The Balli Kombétar was to engage in war, both with

I Ovgan of the Balli Kembétar
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propaganda and with arms, not against the occupier, however, but against
the Communist Party of Albania, against the National Liberation Army
and the new state power of the national liberation councils,

Mithat Frashéri, an arch-traitor, was placed at the head of this
assembly of traitors, and around him such notorious elements as Ali
Kéleyra, Kolgé Tromara, Faik Quku, Nuredin Vlora, and others such
as Fuat Dibra, Hasan Dosti, Lel Nosi and so on, but in fact the Balli
Kombitar was led by Jacomoni, the viceroy of King Victor Enmuna-
nuel III and General Dalmazzo, the eommander of the Italian army
in Albania,

As 1o the loeal seum who formed and led this organization, which
they advertized as «patrioties (1), the majority were precisely those
pseudo-patriotic nationalist clements with whom we had been trying
for more than iwo years on end and had done everything possible
lo win their support for the war, the National Liberation Front and
the cause of the freedom and independence of the Homeland,

Earlier, when I mentioned the meetings and fierce debates which
we had with them, T also said something about their character, origin
and their political and ideological baggage. Now, however, 1 want
lo dwell somewhal more extensively on this aspect, to indicate the
essence and origin of these individuals who, at the end of 1942, were
advertizing themselves as the <head-, the «creams of the nation, and
what Albania could expeet from their organization, the Balli Kom-
hétar.

The bulk of these «certified patriots- comprised the caravan of
the «anti-Zogite- elements who affer a 15-year asylum on foreign
soil had returned to Albania in the wake of the TItalian army and
under the protection of fascist bayonets. In the past they had been
deputies to the Albanian parliament, prior te the government of Fan
Noli, and had been present at the funeral of Avni Rustemi and taken
part in the Revolulion of 1924 They had differences in their po-
litieal conviclions because they expressed the most varied opinions
in a number of newspapers which they brought out during the bour-
geois-demoeratic regime  which the coalition of beys and feudals
headed by Ahmet Zog overthrew The democratic views of some
of them were superficial and quickly faded while most of those
who had posed as «partisans of Opinga-! were in fact championg
of the aghas and the mercantile bourgeoisie which was building
itsell up by buying the lands of bankrupt feudal families. All of them,
even including those who posed as farthest to the «lefts, were far
from being revolutionary democrats, like Avni Rustemi, Halim Xhels
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and others who were loyal sons of the people and consistent fighters
for demoeracy.

All the elements of the «anti-Zogite- emigration with the ex-
ceplion of the communists, or «redss, as the «anti-Zogites and de-
moerats- in exile called them, claimed to be supporters of Fan Noli.

But after the failure of the Revolution of 1924, that erudite writer,
Fan Noli, travelled from place to place, visited the Soviet Union,
spoke and wrote well aboul it, stayed in Germany, wrote beautiful
and powerful anti-Zogite verses, went to the United States of Ame-
rica where he became head of the Church, became more bourgeois,
assumed all kinds of colours, and from being an anti-Zogite, came
1o terms with Zog and his men. True, he did not become a convinced
and setive Zogite, nevertheless, he accepted money from Zog. He never
[ully understood our National Liberation War, did not prove to be
zealous champion of it 1o the end, while, when the people were
ving out the occupiers and traitors and establishing their own power,
Fan Noli approved the British plan for the formation of an «Albanian
povernment in exiles. Nevertheless, we appreciate Fan Noli as a
bourgeois-democratic writer and  politician, limited in his views, it
is true, but who, on the whole, loved Albania.

Whereas these «disciples of Fan Noli» in exile were not even
supporters  of and before they worried about Albania, they
hastened to ensure the manger from which they would eat. Mussolini's
I paid some of them, Alexander's Yugoslavia others, while siill
uthers were paid by the French secret service, the British Intelligence
5 the Greek Asphalia, the American secrel service, and so on.
They were divided into groups, but not according to their political
lendencies and views, each with its own program and organization,
newspaper and other public ms. Although they tried to present
|hLu political squabbles as originating from differences in their po-
litical vie in fact they were grouped according to the sources from
which they received their subsidies, their flow of income. Each group
had its «premises» in a café which the members of other «groupss
did noi enter. All their activity as «great politicianss amounted to
veading that newspaper which was provided by the café where they
sal all day indulging in idle talk and «academic- discussions about
international  problems which were accompanied by a few curses
about Zog. When they ran out of words and their «oppositions spirit
dried up, they began playing poker and bridge and each tried to rob
the other at gambling,

The chiefs, of course, conductzd the financial poliey, sharing
aul the money according to the orders of the centre from which
they received it wa well as necording Lo their personal sympathies.
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The pockets of some of them were full but there were others who had
nothing to eat for days on end. This undoubledly created quarrels
amidst groups feeding from the same manger and frequenting the
same café. Of course, there were some who received income from
more than one source, came afloal again, and if one of them were
asked where he found this money, he would reply, «I won it al
gambling= In fact. however, these individuals were spies for va-
rious agencies.

1 am not exaggerating these things. When I was a student in
France, on my way back to Albania for holidays or on the return
journey, I stopped both in Bari, where 1 caught the ship, and in
Paris, During these transit stops I have seen how they lived with
my own eyes. For instance, T was several times in the Stoppant
Cafe in Bari which was one of the «best known» cafés of these
emigrants in which the «honourabless, former deputies and other
members of the «Zogite opposition~, like Bahri Omari, Sheh Karbuna
ra, Muharrem Vlamasi, Qamil Qela, whom they considered a «reds
an officer called Leké Margjini and others of the same type, gathe-
red. In Bari there were other emigrants who came around, but these
were the main ones. the <heirs to the anti-Zogite policy» and the
Stoppani café was thelr «parliaments. Allegedly to protect their
lives the Ttalian government had openly appointed an official po-
lice guard for these «honourabless apart from others who shado-
wed them. When I passed through Bari on my way to France, they
asked me! «What's the news from Albania, what is going on? Da they
or do they not like Zog? When is he going to die?» and lots of
other guestions like these. T don't remember any time when they
asked me about the troubles of the people, the workers and peasants,
or expressed revulsion about the way the workers and peasants were
plundered and exploited. When I spoke about these things they liste-
ned to me with indifference, because the situalion and movements
of the masses were ol no importance to these «parlisans of Opingas;
for them the best news was if you told them that Zog had been
ill because il seemed to them that the way was being opened for them
to take power in Albania.

In the Stoppuni café they deall in «grand polities». Each of them
expressed his own tendencies and sympathies in their conversations
Sheh Karbunara, for example, apparently ate the bread of the Ttalians
but had a special admiration for the English. The Sheh was lively
in conversation and atiracted atlention with his manner of speaking
in the Myzeqe dialect and his loud laughter. He was clever and cun«
ning but had not the slightest culture, He waited for Bahrl Omari
to read him a newspaper because Bahri knew several eastérn and
western languages, Bahri's culture however, was «a little of eve
things, and af no depth. In his political views, he posed as a rad
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velalist because he had great admiration for Edouard Herriot, one
ol the leaders of the French radical socialists. Le Temps, a liberal
newspaper with  great influence in France at that time, was the
onree ol Bahri's information and interpretations. Sheh Karbunara
and the others waited for him in the Stoppeni café with the newspaper
L Temps, in front of them.

These pseudo-politicians, these supporters of the mercantile bour-
peoisie and aghas had hatred for communism in their blood stream
and  this they demonstrated later. As for any organization on their
pairl within the country, not only did this not exist. but they had
il sent any newspaper, pamphlet or even a single leaflet into Al-
bunia. Their «activitys could not be compared even with that of de-
moeratic elements among the exiles like Omer Nishani or Fan \Iuh
nimself, whose disciples they claimed to be, let alone with the ac
vily of revolutionary communist militants like Ali Kelmendi, Halim
Nhelo and Riza Cerova, who worked abroad but also entered Albania
lepgally or illegally, and worked under the threat of imprisonment,
mlernment and murder. But what sort of organization could the
vhents of the Stoppani café claim to have when their links with the
country were non-existent? Apart from a few former acquaintances.
men of the bourgeoisie, aghas, top offieials or some old intellectuals.
no one in Albania remembered them.

The latter had considered it more advantageous to make their
prace with Zog than to rove the cities of Europe, had submitted to
the regime lived and carried out their activity under the protec-
tion of the Krosis and Zog's ministers and had even gained some
posts in the ecapital or were appointed its prefects in the districts.
The Skénder Pojanis, Reiz Selfos, Vehip Runas, Qemal Vrionis and
many others were of this type. Now even their opinions were unified,
they had become convinced Zogites, although some posed as apoli-
tieal, others as neutral and when they went abroad, especially  to
Ialy, because that is where they went mostly to strike trade deals,
they did not forget their old friends. They would meet in the Stoppani
café, crack a few jokes, pose as democrats, relate some of the crimes
ol the regime and, as «friends and aequaintancess, put a bit of money
in their pockets,

Hence, the contacts of the emigrant «politicians» with Albania
were made through men of the Zogite regime who went abroad, through
alficials, big merchants, land-owners and aghas, and these conlacts
were maintained not in order to conspire or do something against
the regime, but in order to get some 2conomic aid from it and to
delude themselves by saying that they had not lost contact with Al-
baniat, This was not surprising. Even in the time of the Fan Noli govern-
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ment when these men were members of it, or elected as depulics,
their links were not with the masses of the people but mainly with
the liberal gentry of the city and, up to a point, with the gentry ol
the countryside. It was not the idea of the progress of Albania which
linked them with the gentry, but their family and marriage links,
and chance [riendships which were widely developed in the social
life of that time,

The .anti-Zogite democrats- of Paris comprised another group
of this category of political exiles. That included Ali Kéleyra, Kole Tro-
mara, im Koculi, Sejfi Vllamasi, Rexhep Mitrovica and others,
but Tromara, Ali Bey, Koculi and Mitrovica posed as leaders. In fact
none of them recognized the other as leader, because they all «leds,
but they were leaders in words, commanders without an army.

G

Their centres were La Coupole, Le Source and other well-known
cafés, There they gambled, played politics, «overthrew Zog-, waroused
the Albanian peoples, and shared out the francs and the dollars which
the course of betrayal on which they had set out secured for them.
The -anti-Zogitess of the Stoppani café had good relations with this
group while they quarrelled with the group of Mustala Merlika which
Mussolini kept in Dalmatia and prepared for his future plans of in-
vasion,

As soon as fascist Italy invaded Albania all these exiles retur-
ned from the calés of Europe. Naturally, they were pleased to see
their friends and established political contacts with other «anti-Zogitess
who had remained within the country or had retwned earlier. Now,
with the occupation of the country, these so-called anti-Zogite dema-
crats either still held the posts which they had had in the time of
Zog, or had been raised in responsibility, and with the aid of fascism,
were further enriching themsclves at the people’s expense,

The -outstanding patriots» returned from Europe, sounded oul
the terrain, sniffed out where the lire came from and how, sounded
out the quislings, the Italian and Albanian fascist hierarchs, posed
as politically «undefiled-, as «able men and politicians», as «men who
had made sacrifices for this nations, while -languishing~ on foreign
soil, so now that the «sea had turned into youghurt», they ought to
be given not spoons but ladles. They were installed in homes, their
salaries continued, but in what way, nobody knew. The occupier wan-
ted to legalize these salaries, but the «fathers of the nation» put up
resistance in this direction because this would mean that the pseu-
do-patriols would be compromised in the eyes of the people and
committed to the dance. However, fascist Italy was to allow them (o
retain their disguise, just as long as il was in its interests, because
it had taken into account the role of the reactionary chiefs of the
political exiles in its plans for the occupation of Albania, It was not
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lor nothing thal Zog's «great friend» had long been working to or-
wanize them, had kept and subsidized them, allegedly in secrel ways,
becnuse Zog did not dare make the slightest protest. Fascism had con-
siddored and was Lo use these men as a reserve for the domination of
Albania and they were an important card in the Italian game of «lhe
lieration of Albania from Zog». These clements had become puppels
and as such nobody was going to ask them what role they were
woing to play in the prepared plot. And fascism divided the roles
amongst the groups of these palitical exiles. Some of them, such as
Muslafa Kruja and others, it used directly fo govern its «colony-,
while the athers it kept in reserve

[t was not that fascist Italy had no need of them, but it knew
ihat it could not bring them into use before Vérlaci, Mustafa Merlika,
lgrem Bey Liboheva, Malig Bushati, and so on. They were «the first
vinling», while the others had to submit to the quisling regime of the
aceupiers and work for it and, moreover, at first shed the odd lear
fur Albania and Albanianism. All this was a puppet play bul the captor
laly had not staged it for nothing. In this way, these pseudo-pa-
iriots, pseudo-democrats and [ascisls were brought into the dance of
the Italian fascist oceupiers. Some of them were .made members of
he «Council” of State- created especially for them, while, as I said,
ihe others became loeal fascist chiefs, and others still received «pen-
dongs and bribes without occupying any definite post, so that they
could retain for a while the reputation of -unblemished pairiots-, al-
though all the time they carried on disguised propaganda against the
people’s resistance. The elements of this group temporarily left in re-
erve were closely linked with fascist Italy, but their role was to
carry out subversive activily within the struggle of the Albanian
people and to co-ordinate their demagogy with the bludgeon which
Mustafa Merlika wielded openly. Their mission was to link the ma-
ximum number of people to the fascist band-wagon through deceplion
and threats and to win over the peasantry and the inlellectuals. In
the end this dangerous activity of theirs had some results, especially
among vacillating and cowardly elements. Thus, In order to suppress
the people and their struggle, the fascist occupier worked from both
ides: from the side of the Albanian fascl fficials placed in go-
vernment posts from which they oppressed and exploited the people,
and from the side of the pseudo-palriots, pseudo-democrats and Zogites
allegedly fallen in disgrace, These latter were the «paliticianss of the
saal café and gambling clubs like the Savoy and other notorious
slishment
Ihe fascist sccret agency, which was everywhere and reported
everything, turned a blind eye and a deal ear when one of these
politiciang= expressed some  «eriticism» of persons in power ‘or the
fascisl wegime in the country, The whole lot of them were a filthy
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scum among whom it was hard to lind even one, however insignilicant
who was undefiled.

OI course, apart from the knowledge which we had from the
period prior to the occupation, we ereated a more complete and accu-
rate opinion about them during our many attempls to ~fan up. their
patriotism, that is, to unite them with the war, with the Frc‘nt. with
the great cause of the Homeland. As I have already shown in detail,
however, initially they treated us with total disregard, and, indeed,
implied that they could hardly deign to talk with us «hot-headed
young reds». There were {wo main reasons for this stand of theirs
towards us in the initial siage of our contacts with them:

First, among these «naticnalist-democratss, whao lived on fascisl
hand-outs and who were neither nationalists nor democrats, the idea
prevailed that they were the «most capables, were «proven politi-
cians», that «the people loved and respected them» and, hence, they
thought they were destined, when the favourable moment came, l:’»
take power and govern the country. Thus, with their delirium and
these absurd illusions they had about themselves they could not even
think, let alone accept, that their time had passed and that now new
men were emerging from the ranks of the common people ready to take
over responsibility for the fate of the Homeland, Second, this «disdain-
ful- attitude towards us in this first phase of the war was dictated {o
them by the faseist occupier and open reaction, with the aim thal we,
=young people-, would be overawed by their «profound reasonings
and lose heart. hence, would «come to our senses», as they advised us,
reconcile ourselves to the situation and, while swallowing the misfor-
tunes of the Homeland, «enjoy the blessings of the fascist order.!

After years of idle talk and dreams in cafés. hawever, their cal-

culations went even further than this, for them the occupation of the
couniry by fascist Ialy was a passing phenomenon for Albania and
they thought that; when the Italians left they -would still have them
as a support, provided we don't annoy them, as these boys arc doings
Their ideas went further still; «If nazi Germany 1‘91:\1:\(,::5 Italy, that
will be even better and it will help us; on the other hand, if both
Italy and Germany are defeated, then Britain and the United States
of America will triumph, they will make the law and in that case we
shall be even better off..
s a resull of these dangerous views and their economic and poli-
tical interests they regarded the war of the Albanian people against
the occupier, for which we were appealing and striving, as something
terrible. Tn no way did they want to fight the fascist occupier, there-
fore, they did their utmost and employed every means to strangle the
revolution in its embrionic phase.

Of course, regardless of the «disdaine, «gibess and -remonstran-
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ces» of these old men, harnessed to the fascist plough, we carried on
with our work and were to witness all their metamorphoses which ap-
peared ridiculous but, in fact, were done under orders. When, fo their
astonishment, they saw that we were really taking the reins of the
war in hand, they were obliged and ordered to come and seek us out,
to try and persuade us «for the sake of suffering Albania~ to proceed
no further on the course of «adventurism- which we had taken. Quietly
and patiently, we explained our stand to them once again and continued
on our course.

Published according to the book,
Enver Hoxha, Laving the Foundo-
tions of the New Albania, «8 Nén-
tori» Publishing House, Tirana 1984,
pp. 5-7, 9-11, 18-21, 25-38, 54-68,
201-203, 220-227, 228-230, 230-235,
Eng. ed.
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