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Foreword

At the graveside of Karl Marx in 1883, Frederick
Engels observed:

On the fourteenth of March, at a quarter to
three in the afternoon, the greatest living
thinker ceased to think. . . . An immeasurable
loss has been sustained both by the militant

| - proletariat of Europe and America, and by
historical science, in the death of this man.

The gap that has been left by the departure
of this mighty spirit will soon enough make

itself felt.

'l' ~ Engels was right about his friend and co-worker,
| a genius who lived and worked in the pre-imperialist
| period of capitalist development. That “gap” about
| which he spoke was soon filled by Vladimir Ilyich

Lenin, who was able to apply, in all its complexities,
the scientific, revolutionary truth of Marx to the
struggle against capitalism in its imperialist phase.
‘ Hence, the science of Marxism-Leninism.
| Gus Hall, General Secretary of the Communist
Party, USA, is the foremost exponent of Marxist-
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8 Foreword

Leninist science in our country. For Gus Hall, as for
Marx, science is “a historically dynamic, revolution-
ary force.” For Gus Hall, as for Lenin, Marxism 1S
Invincible because it is true.

The three speeches in this book were delivered
before quite different audiences. The first, to a
Sunday morning Forum in a Boston church. The
second, to a Karl Marx Conference in New York
City. The third, to a celebration of the Marx Cen-
tenary in Berlin, German Democratic Republic.

On these occasions, Gus Hall demonstrates (as he
has at numerous other events) that revolutionary
science is consistent, is applicable and explainable to
any audience which is concerned with solutions to
Our common problems. The objective laws of social
development don’t change with the political winds
or windbags of the moment. The source of capitalist
profits and the inner contradictions of the system
cannot be wished away, or washed away in a foam-
ing tide of Reaganomics. Most of all, a bright future
of peace and socialism awaits us, too, if only the
imperialist nuclear fanatics are curbed and defeated.
Gus Hall emphasizes how the legacy of Marx is alive
and at work today on the side of the working class,
of the racially and nationally oppressed, of all move-
ments in struggle for social progress and freedom
from nuclear disaster. He pointedly warns of the
dire consequences that can result from playing the

anti-Soviet game of the warhawks, and of the danger

of opportunism whether in the class struggle at
home or in the struggle for peace in the world arena.
In fact, the decisive contribution of the Soviet

14
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: -Berlin-

ion to the defeat ot the fascist Rome-B
%I)]ll((;g Axis in World War II cannot be denied by
any honest person. Even the arch reactionary, Gen-
eral Douglas MacArthur, declared in February,

1942: “The world situation a.t_the' present time m(}iln-
cates that the hopes ot civilization rest up;:n the
worthy banners of the courageous Russian hrmyéS
The vital interests of the Soviet people, t (-':nl

now, coincided with the vital interests of all peoples

fighting for greater democracy and against the
1St menace. | L
fasftsthe present time, Presifient Reagan anq t:us rl[l]l.(.
strive mightily to make the:r antl-CommumsB uct i
sade appear as a “defense” ot democrarcg. s
the early post-World War I years, the L(..l (5- b
British agreements unequivocally include Ol i
nists within the democratic torces, and justasc eah‘,
excluded fascists. Not able to deny this f;llct ;w?*
Reagan-Thatcher circles try to coveritup Trltde:s
slanders against the Soviet Union ar}‘d its lea i
As Gus Hall so ably atfirms, the “two s?g)f;lrp? .
ers’ concept is designed to tgk@ the heat off t (:ini :
threat to peace, U.S. imperialism, and to con
uildup. '
th?r? I1‘"1rengsatl)‘d to tEis true source of the war danget; 1{:
is useful to take a look at a few pages from our o_m-
history in which Karl Marx himself plaj-;ed :im'l ;i
portaflt role. Marx’s concept of a strategic re atl?ed
ship between peace and social advance ?ccou:;e "
for the historic contribution he and Enge }sl mab i
the Union victory in our Civil War, and thereby

the abolition of slavery in the South.
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Mar)-( pointed out that this victory “opened a new
epoch in the annals of the working class.” While it
was true that a large section of the British workin
class suffered hardship from the Northern blockadg
of trade between the South and England which cost
British workers jobs in textile and in commerce
Marx helped rally the British workers to the Unior;
cause and the abolition of slavery. He argued thatin
the longer view, working class interests were best
served by keeping England out of the U.S. Civil
War, thus aiding the Union cause as well. -

Ip ]8:69, Marx sent a letter to the National Labor
Union in the United States. In it he reminded U.S
workersﬂthat the English working class had savé(i
Europe “from plunging headlong into an infamous
crusade for the perpetuation and propagation of
slave:ry on the other side of the Atlantic.” Marx
contmuegl, “In the states themselves, an inc;le end-
ent working class movement, looked upon wﬁh an
ewll. €ye by your old parties and their professional
5(; é?sc;:;;s};afs . sl?ll:ung into life. To fructify, it

eace. ' ' ”

byéhe OppreSS}; lhs-ce ocrushit,awar. . .iswanted

nother new epoch in the annals of the worki

E:l!:;llss was opened up by the October Revolutiorzlg.
¢ emergence of the first socialist state offered
proot of Marx’s observation that while the capitalist

f:lass cannot do without the working class thepwork
m% (;:asg can do wlvithout the capitalist clas;. -

€ first socialist state offered fu

October Revolution liberated the nrzfggflsil(::f -‘jef;:
oppressed by czarist imperialism; thus, the peoples

Foreword 11

of Africa, Asia and Latin America had evidence that
while imperialism cannot live without the profits
from neo-colonialist oppression, the oppressed na-
tions can live without imperialism. Today’s historic
reality is that the peoples of these continents are
struggling against the neo-colonialism of the trans-
national corporations. They add new strength to
the global struggle to—as Marx put it—"command
peace where our would-be masters shout war.”

The struggle for peace must become a victorious
mass crusade in our country! There 1s a peace
majority in the United States. It has the potential
to reverse the nuclear insanity of the monopoly
forces allied with the Pentagon and the Reagan
administration.

How aptly Marx’s analysis applies to President
Reagan, who is shouting for war against what he
calls a “Soviet-Cuban-Nicaraguan axis.” When he
spoke in Miami on May 20th to an audience of
Cuban-Americans, Reagan called Fidel Castro a tas-
cist. Reagan has never called General Pinochet of
Chile a fascist, nor will he ever do so. The Pinochet

dictatorship is included in Reagan’s concept of de-
mocracy. The Cuban newspaper, Granma, responded
truly to the Reagan demagogy: “Never before the
arrival in the White House of the ex-Hollywood
actor have lies been institutionalized so meticulously
as official policy.”
The people of Nicaragua and of El Salvador also
refuse to submit to the dictates of U.S. imperial-
ism. This is the situation to one degree or another

throughout Latin America.
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unite the vital interests of our people—beginning
with the working class—with that of all people op-
pressed by imperialism. Today the cause of the
people of Central America must become the cause
of every trade union, every church, every campus,

hght, linked with the broad movement for genuine
disarmament negotiations on the basis of equality
and mutual security as repeatedly proposed by
the Soviet Union, is the guarantee of our future—
of humanity’s future—for peace, social progress
and socialism.

Gus Hall’s remarks in celebration of the Marx
Centenary outline the essence of the obstacles, and
the path to victories with exceptional clarity, hu-
manism and revolutionary optimism. I am conf-
dent that you will find Gus Hall 2 worthy friend and
ally, and that you will be pleased, through him, to
better understand how Kar] Marx, too, is on your
side. I think that many of you will want to Jjoin more
firmly and actively with their program, our program,
as well. |

Henry Winston
National Chairman, CPUSA

KARL MARX
BEACON FOR
OUR TIMES




One hundred years after:
Marx right on target

The Community Church of Boston, Sunday
Morning Speakers Forum, March 20, 1983

It is a great honor to be among the prestigious
speakers who have been invited to speak at this
well-known and respected church forum. It is in-
deed a pleasure for me to participate in your unique
democratic forum that provides a diversity of speak-
ers on a wide range of subjects with the common
theme of social justice, peace and equality.

I am especially appreciative of this opportunity
today in light of the totally irresponsible and inflam-
matory speech President Reagan recently delivered

to the National Association of Evangelicals in
Orlando, Florida [March 8, 1983—Ed. note].




16  GusHall

It was irresponsible because it was based on false-
hoods, distortions and fanaticism, [t was dangerous
because he may really believe that his policies of
military buildup, nuclear confrontation and nuclear
superiority are ordained and blessed by God-—that
he, Ronald Reagan, is doing God’s work. It is fright-
ening because in such a state of mind, what prevents
him from literally declaring nuclear war in the name
of God, or on the assumption that he has God’s
blessing to blow up the world?

We now have a President who proclaims to the
world that if you are not for the nuclear arms race
you are not only against Reagan, but you are also
against God; and furthermore, that anyone who
Opposes him is a business agent for the Devil himself,

Marxism and religion

In that same speech Reagan declared that Marx-
Ism-Leninism is the epitome of “sin, evil and un-
godliness.” For a President to declare a holy war
against a so-called “evil empire,” as Reagan did in
Orlando, is itself the greatest evil. and to say the
very least, irrational.

day challenge “only if it has as much fajth in God as
the Communists have faith in man.” In a sense,

accusing Communists of faith in man js really a
backhanded compliment!

Because of the wide publicity Reagan’s speech
received and because of its provocative hysteria, for

Right on target 17

a brief moment I wondered whether your invitation
to speak would be withd-rawn. Obviously, L owe }f()ﬁ
an apology. I underestlma_ted your detex:mn}au;)l

to hear all sides of all questions and to maintain the

integrity of this forum.

However, I must admit that I also had a different

kind of a problem about speaking at your chu:ch
center. Considering what the CBS program “60

Minutes” alleged about most of the leading churches
supporting armed uprisings, revolutions and telr(i
rorism around the world, I thought ma'ybil shou
be concerned that I will be tagged “guilty” by asso-
1ation with such churches!
Clalt-;((;r;ever, just to clear the decks, I want to gssu;l'e
you that I do not accept the headline story 1n tke
Reader’s Digest as a suitable theme for my remar -
As you know, the article “Karl Marx or jefus Christ,
was featured in ablazing headline. I dczn t think that
reflects today’s reality because I don't believe t}Ae
options are so limited or such dlre(_:t Opposites. ;
the risk of starting a witch hunt or investigation o
Karl Marx or Jesus Christ I believe a m(')re;reahstlc
title would be “Karl Marx and Jesus Ch_nst, not or.
This would be more in keeping with the times
because so much has changed in the world since Ma:'x
was quoted: “Religion is the opiate of the people. )
Knowing Marx’s keen dialectical method of o ;
serving things—not statically, but in the process 0k
growth and change, seeing things in the framewor
of specific time, place and circumstance—I am sure
that in today’s world he would formulate the quels-
tion differently. Were he alive today, most likely
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Marx would be somewhat surprised at the progres- ing an eight-year prison sentence tor the crime of

sive role‘so many churches and religious institutions | «thinking Marxist thoughts.” To this day, only one

are playing. US. University, the University of Minnesota, hasan
E S.

accredited course in Marxism-Leninism. Marxism

Marxism lives and grows Has been and still is vilified, illegalized, falsified and

revised. Yet Marx's “spectre” still haunts the entire

[ think you will find it interesting how various S
people reacted to Marx’s death and how differently | 2on-socialist world. The question is—why? ‘
| Why does Marxism grow in influence, prestige

they viewed his life and work. ;
Of.interest to you, here in Boston, might be the '- and popularity despite the decades of campaigns

reaction of one of your leading Boston newspapers and crusades to destroy it?

the B?ston Daily Advertiser (3-17-1883). Its editoriai Why are more than one-half of the world’s peo-

eulogizing Karl Marx, said: “Karl Marx was one of ples either building a new socialist society OF moving

the most remarkable men of our time . . . [He was] a in the direction of socialism?

great student and a remarkable organizer” (Foner Why are there no developing countries anywhere

1973, 74). 1 believe that this editorial judgment stili in the world moving toward capitalism? .
Why 1is Marxism-Leninism the main ideological

applies in our times.

And 50 years ago an Episcopalian Bishop, Mont- current influencing the direction ot human society?
gomery Brown, observed: “Marx, though dead, yet Why is Marxism considered enemy number one
Speakt?th. He is speaking more widely and per;ua- i to the U.S. establishment, the government, the Pen-
swe!y in death than in life” (Brown 1925, 46). tagon and big business? | _

Bishop Brown was very perceptive and had keen | Why is it that the FBI, CIA, and military intelli-
toresight; today, more than 100 years after Marx’s gence spend most of their time harassing those '?vho
death, Marxism has become the basis for the most believe Marx made some important contributions

far-reaghing, most influential ideological current in to the bank of human thought? -
the entire history of human societies. Why this is so Why does Marx, dead over a hundred years, “still

s one of the most perplexing questions for non- speaketh”?
Max:x1sts today, because Marxism has been cussed Looking through the eyes of Mother Nature the
castigated and crucified for over one hundred yearsj answer is obvious. Trees and flowers do not grow on

More Marxist books and pamphlets have been concrete pavements or dry deserts. Seeds and acorns

burned than any other body of literature—book take root only when thereisa suitable soil and water

!)urmngs from Hitler Germay to the one I witnessed to nourish them. | '
in the Leavenworth penitentiary, where I was serv- Similarly, Marxism prevails as a viable, powerful
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torce because its roots are sunk deep in the reality of

hfe and therefore nourished by the people.

A science for social change

Marxism explains and deals with real life. It is a
science that reveals life’s rea] processes—the social,
€Conomic processes as well as the laws of nature,

Marxism is a science that is specifically at the
service of people, especially the working people.
Marxism is a science of thought, but it is also a
science for social change. It helps people in their
daily struggles for a better life.

The people of the world react to Karl Marx in two
opposing ways, each reflecting the side of the class
struggle upon which one makes a living.

On the one hand, the number of Marxism’s de-
tenders, advocates and tollowers keeps growing by
leaps and bounds. While on the other hand, its
antagonists and enemies become ever more vehe-
ment, desperate, extreme and hysterically fanatic.
Their slanders, falsehoods and outright lies keep
moving ever further away from truth, from any
semblance of intellectual integrity. These reactions,
both pro and con, are almost Inevitable in our world
of two opposing classes, reflected in the two main
S0Cl0-economic systems.

Those who are exploited—the have-nots—see
Marxism as the science and philosophy of libera-
tion, the science that explains to them how and why
they are exploited. Why, generation after genera-
tion, the millions are poor or just about making
ends meet. Why a small minority, generation af-

Right on target 21

' nd
ter generation, keeps accumulating greater a

ter wealth.
gr%i)flirary to popular myths, hard work as a rule

does not make one rich. The secret ttz1 %ettingurifél hl:
ing hard tor you.
e a lot of people working |
:g—t:l:ﬁed captains of industry gnd bankmgham:s:
huge fortunes without ever setting foot on the p

ion | icking up a tool.
uction line or picking ‘ -
‘ The rich exploiters see Marx as their number o

enemy. They see Marx as the spoiler who e:;p:sticé
their nice, neat shell game. They will neverd (11 galn ;
Marx for exposing forever their most guarde

sacred secret—the source of all their ill-bﬁgtot;eer;
wealth. For he uncovered and ;:n‘tcoth:;J fg{rﬁ‘ ;_é)ome
the wealth—private corporate ‘

?rlgltn only one source: not from buying and selling,

loiting workers. o
bu”tl“g: r:dir):s:ates agnd defenders _()f CapltallSITI:{ alr::
especially anxious. They are worried pecguii ana o
proved (by studying the laws (;f how soagugudali sgm
' an :

as was the case mth_s avery

::};aztalism too is now on its way off the staiio:t:
hisﬁory. Furthermore, the truths that Marx u 100V
ered made it possible for Marx and his (fg-wt(;l ke ,
Frederick Engels, to develop the saentific ry
Of'SI‘Olf:;!hi)T(.)ved that far from being utopia? t}c:;
a fantasy, socialism is the natural outcon(lle E the
development of capitalism. They showe ﬂt1 a? 2
capitalism develops it digs its own grave, hat the

inherent flaws and crises in capitalist society |
inevitable that socialism will have to replace it.




the inner laws of
Marx showed that
€rate in social life,

tha; people can understand
social development in their

. He revealed the orderly,

char? ge. He revealed |
f society and history,
objective laws that op- |
ey do in nature. And. |
and utilize these laws ot’i |
Own Interests.

motion o
there are
Just as th

correctness of Karl Marx’ ' y
dent works at it day an |
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MonOPOI)’ capitalism

One hundred twenty years ago, on the basis of a
thorough study of the laws of capitalism, Marx made
a number of scientific projections.

He accurately predicted that the small manufac-
turing concerns which dominated industry in his
time would be devoured by the bigger ones till finally
there would be a few big corporate monopolies left
that would rule over the economy. Who can deny
the accuracy of that projection today? IBM, GM and
U.S. Steel all prove how well Marx knew the inner
soul of capitalist development.

Marx said that as the corporations grew, they
would become less and less socially responsible and
less and less patriotic. One need only mention dioxin
and the EPA and the transfer of jobs and capital to
low-wage, low-tax areas to see where today’s corpo-
rate social responsibility and patriotism lie.

Who can deny that the U.S. multinational corpo-
rations are irresponsible and perfectly willing to
sacrifice national interest on the alter of profits?
Marx said that old profits flow to wherever the new
profits are the highest. Chase Manhattan Bank shut
down all of its U.S. operations in Youngstown, Ohio
and Birmingham, Alabama and, at the same time—
in partnership with other U.S. banikks—lent Japanese
steel companies over $1 billion dollars. With this bil-
lion dollars the Japanese further modernized their
steelmaking operations and exported their steel
products back to the United States.

The U.S. steel industry is on its last legs. But the
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U.S. -
N ai ixl:inks and stee] companies, in their drive for |
m profits, have invested billions in stee] pro-

duction in Brazil, Chile, Mexico and South Korea

. Marx also predicted that as these giant corpora- |
ons push for markets and raw materials beyond

W ! !
ould drive the government to policies of militar-

:Js_ll;n. Who can deny that for some fifteen years now

T government has followed a policy of contin
mlll-tarizanon of the ¢conomy, a military b 'iiious
costing a trillion dollars in wasted wealth ’lllyhe IL.III ! !;(Fi)
States has ten times more overseas military bl:stes
4

rate interests.

The class Struggle

Based on economic la
ws, one hundred twe
gii;i Sagfngarx .forecast that because capitalil:z
. €ver-increasing producti
while restricting the m by Soods
arket for them bv keent
wages low, the system would d ofumols
: | evelop gluts of u
go’?“dsc’i that would brmg onrecurring ecgonomic crss(:elsd
. odaay, out of 3 working day of 8 hours the:
o ri?j? a*v.r(()l]rl;c‘-r;'l works 2 hours and g minute; for
n ours and 51 minutes for th
, e
That’s corporate profits. Or, to put it another li):;s;
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the corporations and to pay taxes. The rest of this
year the workers will produce goods they cannot buy.

In fact, this is precisely what the corporate pub-
licity material says to lure industries to their areas.
For example, New York State boasts “New York’s
manufacturing workers produce $4.25 in value over
and above every dollar they get in wages.” In other
words, they produce four times more than the wages
they are paid. The state which beats New York 1s
Texas, with $5 in value over and above every dollar

paid in wages, for a grand surplus value ot 400
percent. I'm sure Massachusetts, t0o, is high up on
the list.

Then there are the superprofits—the profits from
racism. An ad by Puerto Rico boasts “In Puerto
Rico, the value over and above each dollar of pro-
duction payroll averages $5.58, compared with the
U.S. average of $3.72. Your payroll dollars are 50
percent more productive in Puerto Rico than the
total U.S. average.” In Hong Kong, Taiwan and
South Korea the rate is 1,000 percent.

Exploitation and super-exploitation of workers is
living proof of the correctness of Marx’s statement
of the irreconcilability of the interests of capital and
labor. As Marx said, it follows the law that “profit
rises in the same degree in which'wages fall; [profit]
falls in the same degree in which wages rise” (Marx,

1976, 37).
All the big business arguments that capital and

labor are “one big happy family,” that “what’s good
tor GM is good for America,” that labor and capital
form a natural partnership based on class coopera-
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tion are so much coverup for the truths that Marx
uncovered more than a century ago. 1

However, Marx didn’t Just criticize capitalism. He
gave credit where credit was due.

In the now famous Communist Manifesto, Marx .
asserted that the capitalist system during its rule of |
Scarce one hundred years, had created more mas- |
sive and more colossal productive forces than had
all preceding generations together. In a sense, it is
precisely because of the bi g monopolies and the vast

an even bigger scale and the crises and disasters
t and intense.

ecome more frequen

’ Today capitalism in the U.S. calieens groilazgi
. -

151 ecause it 1s unplanned,
crisis to another, b | haotis
and anarchistic. Its credo is, each dog f01: himse d,
and dog-eat-dog. The new advances 1n science z;n ’
technology become entangled in the monl())po lg':s
singleminded determination to milk all the hene -
of production for their private profits. ‘I ednde-
technology needs a system that can plan an

i

: : - istri its benefits to society as
€xpansion of the productive forces under capital- velop its use and distribute
1sm, that it has outgrown itself. Capitalism, because a whole. “hi-tech” replacing mass pro-
of private ownership and lack of planning in pro- All the talk about bout our society becoming a
duction, has now become an obstacle to the further duction mdt_lstnes, abou v unrealistic. The fact
development and progress of society. post-industrial system, 'Stte(; ari)s:e system is not set up
Capitalism was an advance over slavery and feu- is that our old pr.ll‘-fatiﬁg adganced technology. And
dalism. It was able to use the technology of its day. '. any 10“_8er toun lzgl to rebuild the steel and auto
But now capitalism is Increasingly out of step with | it certainly 1s not able ntrv does not need
modern times industries. It is not that our country oduce to
' | steel. It can use all the steel we can E;‘ ries
. ' . in :
A system of anarchy | rebuild the infrastructure 01f our cru_nl h avge aban-
. : . ' he steel companie
The scientific and technological revolution is pass- | The Problen} 1S that. t et thgir money in more
ing it by. The problems of today’s world are too : doned these industries to inve

complex for a socio-economic System that is at the
mercy of individual

for people or society.

. profitable areas overseas. technology the
- - ] itali acquires new
corporations without concern When capitalism acq

corporations lay off workersl, Cogsg}l‘llll?; :jaciigﬁ ::;

Capitalism is a system of anarchy. As the process ] the vast army of tl_fllf gn'e:lge(:zem.illions out of the

of the bigger corporations swallowing up the small- the robot army wi 1"1:’ the unemployment lines.

€r ones accelerates (far beyond even Marx’s predic- | industqal plants antzl onho next ten years, for every

tions), big business becomes even less concerned | [t is estimated that 11;1t hetech” industries will create,
about human life and society. As capitalism develops three thousand jobs “hig

Into monopoly capitalism, th

¢ anarchy increaseson | fifty thousand jobs will be lost.
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Iti - : _
talisr;f :j) :ifyogrt&?zee;?:;; t(;f ltllls{tor'y that U.S. capi- Joblessness IS cal{sing people to lose their homes,
absolutely right, and right onata arl Marx was right, { thelr cars, their farms, tl}eu: personal posses-
Our President, Rongl iR rget. sions and increasingly their lives.
communist fanatic Personaﬁa%an’ a lhifelong anti- | One out of every five children goes to sleep hun-
Marx was on targf;t than hur);d OZS MOore to prove | gry. Malnutrltlon .and infant mortahity are on
tanks combined. More than reds of paid think- the rise. In Detroit, Youngstown and Buftalo
Reagan and Reaganomics is f; anyone else, Ronald | these are on the same level as Honduras, one of
seriously for a viable al orcing people tosearch | tl}e poorest countries in the world.
alternative, to consider the ! Basic services are being cut to the bone. Programs

socialist solution.

An economic emergency

em(;ge(rtloun&);l _lls still in the grip of an economic
Smerge (2;.“ lhe Reagar}’ keeps telling us that our
" recov); o SI; It1 de tlﬁz??‘;hthat we are “on the road

, € sta 10N |
strong,” the fact is we are not on f:flzleofogziet(;l Z ls? I;(;S
stable upturn. As the head of U.S. Steel s 'dc.1 ’
cently, “It may be just a little blip.” o

Thirty million of our
: | people are parti
Jobless, hungry or homl:::less. partially or totally

o g . .
our mflhon Americans have literally taken to the
road in search of work.

Soup lines and shelters in many cities are forced

to turn away more people than they can care for.

Thirty mill; |
suanc(;. ion people have lost their health in-

Whole towns and sections of cities have become

: ey .
:i Saster areas, while industrial plants continue
0 shut down and move out,

such as health care, child care, school and summer
lunch programs, education, social security are still
under the ax. But the government keeps adding
billions to the dangerous, wasteful, job-stealing mili-
tary budget.

Because our country is in such desperate straits,
in the midst of another “great depression,” the gov-
ernment increasingly becomes an arm of big busi-
ness to more directly control and dominate society
and our lives in their own selfish interests, in their
drive for maximum corporate profits. Increasingly,
decisions are made and policies put into practice
that impoverish the people and enrich the rich.

Marxism has the answers

The burning question is: WHY?

Why does the Reagan Administration and most
of Congress relentlessly pursue these cold-blooded,
anti-people policies that cause hunger, unemploy-
ment, sickness, misery and death—with the constant
threat of nuclear war?

Is it that they completely lack human compassion
and social conscience? Why cut funds for the im-
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munization of children to protect them from dis-
ease, knowing many will be struck with crippling !
and killing diseases that were conquered by medical

science years ago?

Why are the oil and chemical monopolies permit- |
ted to lace our gas, heating and fuel oil with lead and
toxic chemicals? Why are they permitted to dump |
toxIc wastes in areas where people live, knowing full |
well these actions will poison and kill people—espe- |
cially children—for the next ten, twenty, even one |

hundred years?

Engels, co-worker of Marx, wrote about capital- _

Ism and ecology a century ago, and today Reagan
calls popular concern about this issue “environmen-
tal extremism.” Is he not concerned about human
life, about our future generations?

Why the deliberate gutting of social security that
cuts the only lifelines of the elderly, ill and disabled?
Have they no concern for our older generation?

The O’Neill-Reagan social security compromise
is a disguise, a criminal hoax on the people. With
friends like O’Neill, who needs enemies? w

Why the cuts in wages, food stamps, education,
rent and housing subsidies, Medicaid, Medicare,
Aid to Families with Dependent Children, CETA,
tuition loans and almost every single program that
meets people’s needs and strivings for a measure of
comfort, dignity and security?

Why do these planned (with malice atorethought)
inhuman policies continue without letup? Is the
United States really slipping so far from what used
to be the richest country in the world?
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1s the United States becoming a nation that can

. L -
no longer afford to provide €éven a minmurn stz-.;ep
dard of living, a minimum satety net, for its people:

Has the United States really run out of reso,urc:i
and money? From a Marxist viewpoin, that’s u
1 .
ulterated hogwash! .
adOr are U.S. products uncompetitive on thc.? worlc(:ll
mark‘et because U.S. workers are unpgo;iuc;n{il aralS
' igh off the hog? Such 1deas,
lazy? Or live too hig
weybelieve, are more hogwash! _The real an;wzgi
to all these questions lie deep n the very cart
of the capitalist system itself. It 1s a §ystemts o
places corporate profits before the interes
the people. | | _
TI;le cli)ouble-barreled, Reagan—.blg busmgsseocf Etl"ir;e
] 1 has a serious negatv
sive against the people | -
and egffect impact on the economy. Cutymghpgs
checks, unemployment checks, social security che
and f(;od stamps means less money forhbuylntg
consumer goods. Therefore, less sales in the mz:l )
ketplace; And less sales mean less production a

less jobs. _
"-‘Sfrjl the last two years the wage cuts and take-backs

! ' * buying power by
flation have cut workers /
Elllzst}izr two hundred billion dolla_rs. The new ﬁvet
cent tax on every gallon of gasohlne, szlalﬁmg z:i?;:e
billion dolilars.
k, takes away another five bu
;faend total of $350 billion dollars n cutbac(l;s w:;;lf
‘homesand g -
have bought an awful lot of cars, '
ie:iv thus cgreating millions of new jobs. But t;(etwe:;
19,7 9 and 1982, the real wages of U.S. wWOTKers

clined 17%.
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That’s supply-side Reaganomics. It just keeps ]
pouring more profits into corporate carburetors |

that are already flooded.

The bottom-line cause for the economic mess our
country is in s the capitalist system itself. Capitalism is 4
timeworn and worn out. It is overtired, but refuses
to give up. Capitalism is deep in the process of decay §
and decline. As with all phenomena in life, it is the }

victim of old age and the aging process.

The ever-deepening economic, political, social |
and moral crises we are going through are not mo-
mentary. The decline and contraction of capitalism

s the product of an inborn, fixed and law-governed
process. In a sense, 1t 1s ironic that U.S. developments
have followed the classical model Karl Marx pro-
jected, including high unemployment, widespread
poverty, the emergence and rise of the huge indus-
trial monopolies, the financial galaxies and conglom-
erates that now dominate, exploit and control every
phase of life in the United States.

Dialectical laws of development

Much is known and written about the laws of eco-
nomic and social development, as well as scientific
socialism. Much less is known and appreciated about
how much Marx and Engels added to our under-
standing of the Laws of nature—to natural science.

However, natural scientists are discovering that
the more they probe the ways of nature the more
they are learning about the dialectical laws that de-
termine and explain all phenomena—nature, society
and consciousness.

the laws of motion in
the laws of dialectics.
ary process of probing an
dence, an .

lutionary leaps in
ways, we are in one o

science. We ca
s the result of great leaps

edge of the laws o

to procee
create new
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els often noted, the process of discovering
nature is itself proof of one of

That is: There is an evolution-
d gathering scien_tiﬁc evi-
d then there are periods of emfploswe revo-
scientific discoveries. In' many
f those explosive periods in
it the technological revolution, ww:rhtch
in scientific discoveres.
scientists now have enough knowl-
f living organisms, inclu_dmg genes,
d with the splitting of genes in order t0

forms and essence of matter.

ashing machines are now pow-
kinds of subatomic par-
with a single magneuc
Id seem to contradict

As Eng

For example,

The new atom sm
erful enough to reveal r}ew
ticles, including a particle

ole of attraction. This wou .
?he dialectical law of unity of opposites. On the

other hand, it would also alert the scientist to look

for a particle with the opposite magnetic pole.

Natural science may now be close to revealing

possibly the most basic of all laws—the law of unity

between the basic forces of nature—gravity, electro-
! S.
magnetism and nuclear torce |
'lghe world is passing through the most exp?:v:e,
revolutionary upheaval in all of its history. 1he

n=-
revolutionary struggles are not the products of co

Iracl ic schemes.
spiracies, plots or fantastic ]
PRevolutions cannot be imported or e:-fported.u [lt-
each country, revolutions are the explosions res v
ing from a combustion of sccumulated frustratio
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evitable. It is propelled and dictated by the inner

1al development.
13“53?{ Sl\(/)l(z:irx was a Il)ot-‘:en observer of our country.
He learned much from our American revolutlonar);
rraditions. In fact, there were times when Kar
Marx sounded very much like Thomas Jetterson.
And, when Thomas Jefferson sounded much like

Karl Marx.
“Whenever any form of government becomes

and anger because of exploitation, injustice and j
oppression. :.

You can transplant a rubber tree to Alaska, but it
will not take root. You can transplant revolutionary |
Ideas, but unless the political and economic soil is |
prepared and ready, they will not take root and grow. |

This historic moment is so explosive because there ]
are two interrelated worldwide revolutionary pro- |
cesses. There is a revolution that is puttinganendto |

colonialism in all its forms. And there is the historic
revolutionary transition from capitalism to social- |
ism. This is especially explosive because it is so dif- |

terent from all past revolutions.

The transitions from slavery to feudalism and §
trom feudalism to capitalism were revolutions. But ]
they all retained intact the structure of classes of |
exploiters and exploited. The transition to socialism

puts an end to such a structure forever. With social-
1sm, human society proceeds along the path of no
class of exploiters or exploited.

Socialism is a truly human and humane society in
which there are no private COrporations, no monopo-
lies, no corporate profits, no unemployment, no
hunger, no homelessness, no racism.

Socialism is a society that (once and for all) will do
away with all forms of human exploitation through
which a very small, privileged minority became
richer and richer by exploiting the labor of the
many, the great majority, who became poorer and
poorer. Under socialism, for the first time. the peo-
ple will truly “inherit the earth.”

The fact is that this revolutionary process is in-

destructive of these ends [the inalienable rights
to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness] it
is the right of the people to alter or abolish 1t,
and to institute a new government, laying its

foundation on such principles, and organizing
its powers In such form, as to them shall seem

most likely to effect their safet-y _and hafpl-
ness.” Jefferson also said that it is also “the
duty” of the people to so act when necessary
(The Declaration of Independence).

The general spread of the light ot science has
already laid open to every view the palpable
truth, that the mass of mankind has not been
born with saddles on their backs, nora favored
few, booted and spurred, ready to ride them
legitimately for the Grace of God. (Foner

1944, 807).
Those were written by Thomas Jetterson.
Now, one more quote:

When a great social revolution shall have mas-
tered the results of the bourgeois epoch . ..
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then only will human progress cease to resem-
blf_: that hideous, pagan idol, who would not
drink the nectar but from the skulls of the
slain. (1979 C. W. 12:222).

That i1s from Karl Marx.

It was Karl Marx who showed that rebellion and |
revolution are law-governed, inevitable processes
He was therefore able to explain the factors anci
forces that motivate and drive the law-governed

torward process of history.

_That's why Karl Marx, one hundred years after
his :death, still “speaketh” today—right on target {'3'
So, 1t you want to ride the wave of the future, ymi
should consider jumping aboard the revolutionary

bandwagon.

L

The revolutionary legacy
of Karl Marx

—-__-—

A conference on the centenary of the death of
Karl Marx, “Karl Marx and the Revolutionary
Movement Today,” New York City, March 19, 1983

R

—

A —

Comrade Karl Marx would have greatly appreciated
and enjoyed this Conference. He would have noted
that is has all the earmarks and ingredients of a
law-governed historic event.

Comrade Marx would have recognized the sig-
nificance of holding this Conference in a capitalist
country that more than any other daily proves how
correct his theories and conclusions are today.

Comrade Marx would have especially appreciated
that we have with us today representatives of the
Party from the first land ot socialism, the first coun-
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try to overthrow capitalism and open the path fora |

new kind of human society that is on this side of |

history’s dividing line, the great Party of Lenin—The

Communist Party of the USSR.

Comrade Marx would have been excited and
honored that we have as our guest and participant |
the leader of a truly heroic Communist Party, a |
Party that is leading the struggles against the most |
reactionary, racist, bigoted capitalist country in the |
world—the General Secretary of the Communist |

Party of South Africa.

And Karl Marx would have taken special pride |
and interest in the fact that we were going to have !
with us a representative of a country building social- |
ism which speaks his mother tongue—the German |
Democratic Republic. I can only guess what mo- |

tivates the State Department. It is possible they
thought Marx in the original language was too much!

However, if Karl Marx were here with us today |

there are some things happening that even he would
have a hard time coping with. For instance, that our
country has a dangerous sinister simpleton as Presi-
dent, who proclaims to the world that if you are not
for the nuclear arms race you are not only against
Reagan, but also against God, and furthermore,
that anyone who opposes this is a business agent for
the Devil himself.

Marx would have been somewhat astonished and
puzzled to hear a twentieth century president de-
clare that the capitalist world can meet the present-
day challenge “only if it has as much faith in God as
the Communists have faith in man.”

have chuckled and replied, “Yes,
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t, Marx would
nothing that 18

is al e.” To make his point Marx
humlzcllnh:vea ltl((:;:l :ﬁe story about the city dweller who
W(')zil to the farmer, “We <hould thank God for all the
sE:;od vegetables.” In responsc the farmer agreed,
%ut added that without his hard work

it. |
never have done | .
In a more Serious vein, Marx would have g1

1s 1 “ faith in human
n his lifelong credo, “1 have fai -
Eeeizg; generally. But 1 have special faith and confi

dence in the working class, the revolutloqaw,f1a§s
ly humane society —1fl

ics like Reagan would have

To this backhanded complimen

A remarkable man for all times

When we study, teach, speak and write about tl;]c;
life and work of Karl Marxwe tend to con(:lt?r}triit?de
most exclusively on his intellectual and poiuca slso ;1

We rarely delve into the Karl Marx whowasa

devoted husband, a loving ta

' ' as
time revolutionary who w urx
persecuted and exiled most of his life. In fact, the

life of Marx and his family was ﬁll.e(} with much ot:
the same pain and poverty that millions of Ameri

cans are suffering today.

Rejecting the comfortable life of a middle-class

lawyer, Karl and Jenny took the path of revolut;i)r},
hardsk;ip and self-sacrifice. Often unable to pay t eu;
rent, they were €ven evicted from their apartmen

and forced to sell all their belongings to pay their
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bills. Marx had a hard time trying to make a livinf
and a harder one holding down a job. He was fired!
from jobs as a newspaperman and warehouse clerkgf

in the process of development, growth an_d change.
Marx was a truly universal human being whose

greatest passions were people, the working class and
because his handw

Titing was so poor. S8 n unquenchable thirst for knowledge and truth.
And although he worked hard at it, he could @ This rich combination produced a world OUFIOOk
never have made 2 hiving as a poet. In fact, after ! which has shaken the world to its very foundations.
wriung the following verse, Marx wrote to his father | Acutely aware that Marxism is now the founda-
t,hat he had come to the sad conclusion that his tion of society for over one-third of the w.orld and
literary talent was extremely limited. Not being a 8 the guiding light for millions more fighting for a
poet myselt, I would say that it could be worse: '\ better life, many capitalist ideologies have given up

Th 8 trying to prove Marx outdated and irrelevant.
erefore let us always dare, But they have not given up! On March 14th, the
Never stopping, never resting, B centenary of Marx’s death, the New York Times

Never made so dull with care

reached into the very bottom of their anti-Marxist

That we've finished with protesting. offensive and came up with a four-column editorial

] atrihe id.” It is a piece of garbage
2l we brood and make a pact (ﬁlatgbe', ;\Iﬁlaa:xlys[?)ﬁvgte life. Itis groof of tghe total
to accept the yoke? slanderin St o
Forto :;e dei’nand I;Ir?& r;(:_::er. ideological bankruptcy of the ruling c;af,f in 1tsfwar
. — i : : i ltimate failure of an
These remain wi ) against Marxism. It is the ultim |
thus forever. ] attempt to destroy the indestructible. For Marxism
We s‘hould be grateful that Marx was perceptive has become a great, powerful mafter.la'l force thatlxs
and objective enough to recognize where his talents | living and breathing and revolutionizing the wor
were not.

through the working class.
Throughout their lives the Marx family faced Marxism-Leninism is the theory and method
poverty, and were it not for their beloy

ed friend ! of socialist revolution. And revolution is the “loc_oi
and colleague, Frederick Engels, it is unlikely Marx | motive of history.” It has become a law of socia
would have been able to make his m

_ onumenta] | development that the further humgnity progresses

contributions. from the age of Marx, the closer it moves towar
I_t IS 1mportant to study Marx the student the | Marxism-Leninism. )

philosopher, a poet, a scientist, a newspap err}lan- Today there is not a country m.tl_le world that

an organmizer and revolutionary as well as a famil; 1 does not have an active Marxist-Leninist movement.

man, friend and comrade—a |

3 ] ' ' ore
s atotal human being— | And, there is nothing the New York Times fears m
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than this. Yes, the “spectre” hangs ever heavier over

the capitalist world.

Frederick Engels, his closest co-worker and dearest |

friend, penned a most perceptive epitaph: “, . .
kind is shorter by a head, and the g
our times, at that” (Foner, 1973, 28).

With keen dialectical msight Engels reflected on :-;
the effects Marx’s passing would have on the class ]

common than ever” (1bid).

Engels premonition was right on target. As we
know, there have been deviations and aberrations, |

both “temporary and local.”

To illustrate the profound impact of Marx’s death

n 1883, let me quote some typical reactions:

On his passing, the New York Centra Labor h.

Council passed a resolution:

lishing justice upon this earth. . .. Let us ajl
unite in honoring his memory. . . (ibid., 90).

The present leaders of the New York Central
Labor Council would do well to take 3 new look at

what its “greatest teacher” and “warmest friend”
advocated.
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A leading Boston daily newspaper editorialized:

“Karl Marx . .. was one of the most remark-

able men of our time, . . . A great student and
a remarkable organizer” (ibid., 74).

After one-hundred years we should add, remark-

able for all times.

A week after Marx’s death, Jose Marti, the great

Cuban revolutionary wrote:

insight 1 he causes
.. . showed great insight into the
(ﬁiﬁman misery . . . [He was] a man c!rwen by
a burning desire to do good. He saw in e;?rl);-
one what he carried in himself: rebellion, hig
est ideals, struggle (ibid., 108).

And, nearly fifty years later in Ohio, the Episco-

palian Bishop, Montgomery Brown, observed:

Marx, though dead, yet speaketh. He is sRealla-
ing e\,zen more widely and more persuasively
in death than in life” (Brown 1925, 46).

dd,
Of course, another fifty years later, we can a

“Marx still speaketh ever more widely and persua-

sively.” So it has been down through th;: yez:;s;
eulogies and tributes in every part of the worid.

Id fill volumes.
T}{fff);lgoxould argue today that Karl Marx has not

' his
earned these honors, tributes and bouquet? dt(l)1 his
life and work? Well, the one person who V;é)l,; d bave
objected to all the praise and honori,l 1S z:ion ans

| have expressed cau
himself. Marx would ' ‘ ]
reservation about such personalized praise—eve
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trom his colleague and co-thinker, Frederick Engels.

He would have said, self-consciously, something |
like “Thank you, my dear comrades: I certainly |
appreciate your expressions of appreciation and :
praise. But you must remember that we have to |
place the contributions of individuals, including |
myselt, into the framework of the dynamics of real |
life. We must place the individual’s contributions |
within the context of their relationship with the real

makers of history—the people.”

He would have thoughtfully added: “I may have
Influenced history. But I did not create it. I did not )
invent class struggle. I simply explained its role as i

the prime mover of history.”

For more reasons than Just his personal modesty,
Marx would have been concerned that the honorsand |}

bouquets heaped on individuals may give the wrong
lead, and would, in fact, appear in contradiction with
one of his greatest contributions to human thought—
the role of the individual and ideas in history.

The Materialist Conception of History

Marx revealed that in the past the accepted view
was that the primary cause for all historic changes
was to be found in changing ideas. From this fol-
lowed the view that individuals—monarchs, feudal
lords, statesmen, philosophers, thinkers, politicians—
somehow create ideas and then put them into prac-
tice. In other words, motivated by personal ambi-
tion or desire, love of God and country, etc., great
men perform great deeds and thereby make and
change history.

tifically the concept
whims of individual
.5 reflections of th
of life’s realines—an

He said:

foundation stone of Marx’s p
Marx observed that the materia
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™ » n-
st to disprove scie
f course, was the firs
yctinly , that history is the product of the

. - hs
. He viewed ideas and thoug
S e real world—the substance

d not the other way around.

With me, on the contrary, the ideal is nothing

than the material world reflected by the

e d into forms of

human mind, and translate
thought (Bernal 1952, 15). h

) ' remise became the€
T e stons of M ne:’ p%ilosophical studies.
] world was a reality

long before the human brain appeared on the scene

to reflect that world. |
Before Marx, all of life,

iewed a
of the world were vi ‘ i
events, as incidents and happenings wit

or reason. Things happened, }eve?ts (t)}(l:gl.r;lrre
there was no sensible extp(l)z;‘n;::;:; no;‘Odety ‘and -
ade sense ou | y a

torl\;fI .a ;Ixerllvealed the ordelfly, working %nnggé? (;g
change. He revealed the inner lau;s 05 ::rll ouon o
society and history; that obJecu;re a::v and o
operate In social life, that people lca  undersan
and utilize these laws of soctal develop e
own interests. Most important, Marx piﬂ”e““}cably
there is a direction 1n Wh'ICh hlstory 1sf rrevocss y
moving and that by knomqg the laws 0 e
people can act to advance, influence an

the direction.

the world and the history
s a big mishmash of
out rhyme
d, but.
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ThI-S was a great contribution to the working class
Mar)flsm' is the theoretical-scientific expression
;l/['le V1Fal Interests of the working class. Armed witoh
adirx1sm-Len1nlsm, the working class influences

ances _and accelerates the direction of histo ,"
Marx1sm_ 1s a guide to action,; it charts the courseryf.' |
th; wo;'k_mg 1(;}Iass and peoples of the world. )
1n ’ ] ‘
toW?Eeynirlg wr(?tlz * conception of society and his-

in-depth observations of reality, society and the ac-
cumulated knowledge of all humanity. His theories,
concepts and conclusions were based on the study
of the laws—the inner, objective workings present

in all things.

Appearance and essence

In the process of his exhaustive studies Marx
created a new way of studying, a new approach to
probing questions, 2 N€W method of observing all
things. He showed why it was always necessary to
penetrate, O get beneath the surface or veneer
and not to accept the appearance of a thing as the

real thing.
Just as you really cannot tell a book by its cover, SO

you cannot know social and economic processes by
how they appear to the naked eye. Marx observed
on many occasions the importance of scientific in-
vestigation and held that science would be unneces-
sary if the outward appearances and inner essence

of things directly coincided.

The chgos and arbitrariness that had previ-
ously reigned in views on history and politics
were replaced by a strikingly integral and har-
monious scientific theory, which shows how

In consequence of the growth of productivé
forces., out of one system of social life another
and higher system develops—how capitalism,

for inst :
19:9 5; ance, grows out of feudalism (Lenin,

Of course, the capitalist class rejects all concepts

of law-govern :
brutal,ganti-hlfr(rilz:o:::iise l::)e;: ius? tfll_ey expose the | In other words, if the inner essence and the ap-
that just as capitalism grew out 0?};1&1 dl Sil.n and show | pearance were in harmony, then all one would have
ism is now on its way off the stage :fuh alism, capital- :-‘_ to do is look at it, or take a Picture. This is important
way for “another and higher s gst e Istory to make because the appearances, in most cases, are not only
So you see, Marx’s cautionyabout_so_‘:{allsrp. o dlfferen.t from {he essence but they can be very
viduals would have come directlv fr f})::alsmg indi- | misleading. For instance, to many i appears that
Marx would have argued that);l o WOI'!(_ the A&P supermarket is 1n business to feed the
liant his thoughts and contribut'O matter how bril- people; that General Motors wants all the people to
byproducts of his instincts insim;l1 > tl.ley were not | have new cars; that Reagan and the Pentagon really
revelations. They were sol':jl ights, Intuitions or | want to help the people of Fl Salvador. But the
1d, scientific conclusions essence of what they are all really after does not

based on an i
n inten i '
se, exhaustive study of accurate, | correspond to the appearance.
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imperialism and monopolies (as revealed by Lenin),
we know how U.S. capitalism must operate, must fall
-nto and out of constant crises, must maximize profits,

thTol find the essence in society one must look for |
e class and economic interests behind all actions, |

i
y )
gt

politics, principles, institutions and policies.

Laws of motion

~ Here Marxism comes to a very fundamental ques-
tion. In order to study the essence of thinqu in |
depth and in general, it is necessary to know 1'th@
laws of motion. This simply means to study the laws
gf ‘the essence ot things. Since everything in realit :72
IS In constant motion, continually changing in law):
gqverned ways, therefore one does not study some-
thing that may or may not happen, not something

thatis accidental, but a constantly developing process.

ti ‘? study of the essence, the substance, the essen- |
1al qualities of things is a study of the laws, a study

Of?ﬁlw and why all processes develop and change.
IS 18 necessary because one cannot really com-

prehend the essence of anything without some |

knowledge of its inner laws. To know the laws is to

{'

' ?

and must ultimately be replaced by socialism. Thus
we also know the role of the class that will bring
.bout the revolutionary change to socialism and we
have the tools to develop tactics toward this inevit-
able change. All this knowledge 1s based on our
understanding of the objective laws of motion and

social development.
Now, there are also some laws about how laws

themselves operate. They can help us in our under-
standing. For instance: A law operates without any
exception to the rule. A law operates objectively;
that is, regardless of what people think or want. For
example, all bodies possessing a mass (matter) are
subject to the laws of gravity. The pull of the fingers
of gravity makes no exceptions. Gravity tugs at the
coattails of everything, no matter what people think

or do.

Or another example: No matter how classes and
class relations may change in the capitalist system, as
long as there exist exploiters and exploited, there
will always be class struggle between them. Thatisa
law. It is important for the working class to under-
stand why and how this law operates.

Or another: As long as there are imperialist pow-
ers, imperialist exploitation and plunder—as in Af-
rica, Asia, Central and South America—there will

be anti-imperialist struggles agamnst them. That is

a law.
One of Marx’s outstanding contributions was that

know the present. But even more important, the
only_ way one can gain knowledge about wh,at i
coming in the future is to know about the laws that
bring about all change. This enables one t
predict scientifically. ’
Over one-hundred years ago, based on his knowl-
edge of the laws of capitalist development, Marx
saw tbe inevitable development of big monc; olies
And, if you know in advance what'’s coming, igclud-:

Ing what your opponent is goi
big advantage. PP At is going to do, you have a

‘Today, for instance, based on the inner laws of
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he not only advocated getting to the essence of ';
things, but stressed that this knowledge should be §

used to change things. He was not simply for knowl- !

edge for the sake of knowledge, which many before |
him had advocated. In his explanations of the role
of the working class, of class struggle, of the laws of ;
social development, Marx revealed to the workers |
ot the world their own philosophy and science asan
all-powerful weapon that is guiding our class to
victories worldwide. Marxism-Leninism is the mate-
rial force that is the essence of the world revolu-
tionary process.

As Marx would say today—Engels, Lenin and he
were able to influence history because they were
able to uncover the objective laws of social and eco-

nomic processes. They were able to reveal what
makes all societies tick.

Dialectical laws of nature

Much is known and written about the laws of
economic and social development, as well as scien-
tific socialism. Much less is known and appreciated
about how much Marx and Engels added to our un-
derstanding of the laws of nature, to natural science.

However, natural scientists are discovering that
the more they probe the ways of nature, the more
they learn about the dialectical laws that determine
and explain all phenomena——nature, society and
consclousness.

As Engels often noted, the process of discovering
the laws of motion in nature is itself proof of one of
the laws of dialectics. That is: There is an evolu-
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tionary process of probing and gathering sc1elnt1.ﬁc
evidence, and then there are periods qf explosive
revolutionary leaps in scientific discoveries.

In many ways, we are In one of those ?xliloswe
periods in science. We call it the technologica rng-
lution, which is the result o_f great leaps in scientt lclz
discoveries. For example, scientists now _have e-nolugd -
knowledge of the laws qf living 01:g§msm;, 1r:i:e': >
ing genes, to proceed with the sphtting ? get
order to create new forms and essence ol matter.

The new atom-smashing machines are now pow-
erful enough to reveal new l'unds .of sub—atongg
particles, including a particle with a single magn:l.
pole of attraction. This would seem to contradict
the dialectical law of the unity of opposites. But t?n
the other hand, it would tell the scui:ntlst to look tor

a particle with the opposite magnetc pole. i
Natural science may now be close to revealing
possibly the most basic of all laws, the law_of urlnty
between the basic forces of nature: gravity, €lec-
tromagnetism and nuclear forces. These a;e te:l:;
deeper insights into the essence of nature, bu

dialectical laws hold up.

Why Marx still lives

It becomes clear why the ruling class rage agallns(;
Marx has never subsided. They are angry, puzz ed
and frustrated because they cannot comprehen
why, after so many years and so many re§ﬁt;rces
poured into the ideological war, Marxism sti y 1vets.
Why, after decades of campaigns and crusa e:i (;
destroy it, does Marxism grow in influence, prestig

and popularity?
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--w:lly 1s Marxism timeless?
—Why does Marx, dead over
£, " ’ one hu 8
stil] speaketh?” ndred years_:
--“;hylare'more t!xan one-half of the world'?
Fh:g'es either building socialism or moving in

: thlrectfon of socialism, guided and inspire(f_
nz se Science of Marxism-Leninsim; or, by
€moers (?f pphtmal parties and movementsff’
who use this science?
_2:1’?: IS Marmsm-@eninism the main ideologicalm,
ent influencing the direction of human |

Th : ,
answ::?silzt‘l;eery pertl\lfrllem questions. Certainly the
cause Marx called for th

the world to unit : the workers of §
€ although thls SIO . i

SR ’ an stil 4
proletarian internationalism. & lexpresses

humane concept.

Socf‘i\asl v;i gnow, hlsFory's ar.chives are chock full of
e and economic theories, concepts, ideas and |
51 ophies. But they all gather dust, except for
€ great body of thought and action—Marxism.

Le Ini 5
ninism. To really answer the question as to why E

Marx is still so vitally alj
ly alive today, we must go b
;gznf;ntgarlzier;:;ll idea that Marxism-Len%nisrz:ldi(stg
at aeals with the laws of all In [i

. ; processes in lifi
SOE;‘Ell]l and economic processes, the laws of natu:‘_
e :i: inner laws of capitalism that Karl Marx t:e-

e€d so long ago have not basically changed today.

The revolutionary legacy 53

[n fact, as the contradictions in the capitalist system
become sharper, as its parts wear out, as 1t becomes
increasingly obsolete, many of the inner laws op-
erate more openly, more directly. Theretore, they
are much easier to see and understand.

The law of surplus value

“Driven by a burning desire to do good,” to strug-
gle against injustice and exploitation, Marx, Engels
and Lenin focused their penetrating studies, ener-
gies and organizing skills on the human society on
the stage of history—capitalism.

The three volumes of Capital by Marx and Engels
and the volumes by Lenin lay bare the inner, inher-
ent laws, the ugly essence, of capitalism.

Capital is a burning exposé of an anti-human,
brutal social system based on exploitation ot the
working class. It is a searing indictment of the law of
the drive for maximum private corporate profits.

The three volumes of Capital make up a com-
prehensive handbook on how to fight the inhuman-
ity and injustices of a system motivated solely by the
ereed of a small capitalist minority. It is Marx and
Engels’ great gift and legacy to the workers of

the world.

Because it is absolutely indispensable to the work-
ing class, the law of surplus value (or the law of
corporate profits) is worth taking a closer look at.

Because it exposes the source of corporate profits,
thousands of volumes have been written in an at-
tempt to complicate, to distort, to cover up this law.

When Marx proved that nothing is added to the
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54 GusHall
the boss is $16 and the rate of surplus value or
to
15 200%. | |
pr?ﬁttlzgns (ff hours, if the worker Is working 3"
houI;s she/she is working 3 hours for himselt/herse

hours for the boss.
angu?‘pl(:ls value is, therefore, the gross profit of the

italist class. It is profit before d1v1d1ngd1t 11.115
;?Ill)ong the stockholders, the banks,h l_anlill(;r 1 : ;‘ < !
erstanding this key
COFPOI‘BI:r b;:::é :)Jrr;%ts come from is critical bel-i
Wheff-'[}? S pmon()poly capitalists have §L§rpassed a
Caﬁsi ex' ioiting classes in history in raising the rau;
2} sflrpllll)s value—in increasing, brutally, the rate o

itation of labor.
ex'li)"lg(lltaayloout of a working day of 8 hours, the

value of products in the process of buying and sell-;
ing and this, therefore, cannot be the source of!
profits, the question sharply emerged: what then
the source of corporate profits? !

The exploiting ruling class has never forgiven}
Marx for exposing forever their most guarded and
sacred secret—the source of their ill-begotten wealth,

Marx pointed out and scientifically proved that
the profits of the capitalists can come only from the j
labor of the workers they hire to work in their plants §
and factories.

of the wages they get. This is the source of all profits.
That is how the rich get richer and the workers get |
poorer. The workers produce all the wealth and the

capitalists get wealthy.

Well, let us say it requires four hours of labor for |

the worker to produce what he needs to live and
work. However, in most cases the worker works an
eight-hour day. Thus, the capitalist uses the work-
er’s labor power (ability to work) for the ful] eight
hours, which means he gets four hours clear profit
from the labor of the worker.

We can see how important this law is when we
translate hours into dollars to measure surplus value
or profit. If a worker produces $24 worth of goods
In an hour, the valye of an hour of labor is $24. If
the worker is paid only $8 per hour, the extra going

d 9 minutes for
e worker works 2 hou}'s an
izfg;glf and 5 hours and 51 minutes for the boss. Or

' he
to put it another way, for the rest -of this year ::N N
wo?king class—those who are working, that 15—

' dto
work only for the profits of the corporations an
axes. | | |
Pa};; Marx said, labor power is a commodity tll::rtl 1:.:
“a source not only of value, but of more valuet
' ’ 1:193).
itself” (Marx 1967, o N
ha;\mong (themselves, the capitalists are ver{)irttszoln
scious of surplus value as the key to Fhell‘ pr(;ial . "
fact, this is emphasized in the publicity material p
| ] ' their areas.
to lure industries to ) .
OuIt*“or example, New York state boasts," Nevir Y(())rver
manufacturing workers produce $4.25 1n va 211: over
every dollar they getin wages.” In otheli :ivqll: he, rour
times more than the wages they are paid.
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which beats New York is Texas, with $5 in Value?
over every dollar of wages, for a surplus value of-'-

400 percent.

And to uncover superexploitation—su
frf)m racism—an ad by Puerll?o Rico boasts ‘E)Iflrg:;?tt;
Rico, the value over and above each dollar of pro- i-
duction payroll averages $5.58, compared withpthe
U.S. average of $3.72. Your payroll dollars are 50 53
percent more productive in Puerto Rico than the

total U.S. average.”

| The soaring rate of surplus value in the U.S. and 1
In the countries U.S. imperialism is plundering is
t'ht:.’ basic cause of declining real wages declin%n
hiving standards of the masses of Ué worke ;
as well as workers laboring under the l.le'el of U gs

imperialism.

sta'fhey are ll\’lrlg'proof of the correctness of Marx’s
ement of the 1rrec0ncilability of the interests of

capital and labor and the law that “profit rises in the

same degree in which wages fall; it falls in the same

degree in which wages rise” (Marx 1976, 37)

As you saw in this morning’s New York %‘z’me:s [3-19-
83], the great promise of high-tech is going down
the drain of surplus value (profit): i.e., high-tech
and hlgh profits ata wage of 50¢ an hour in Taiwan
Malaysm z}nd South Korea. For every new 3 006
high-tech jobs, 50,000 other jobs are lost. |

All the bourgeois arguments that capital and labor

are one big happ)f family, that “what’s good for GM
s good for America,” that labor and capital form a
natural partnership based on class cooperation are

<o much coverup for the truth
13() years ago.

helped to reveal the law
the capitalists and the wor

mate lietoall ¢
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that Marx uncovered

of surplus value, Marx also
of class struggle between
kers, which gives the ulti-

lass-collaboration concepts.
ent in these laws made it

[n uncovering the law

The ultimate truth inher
possible for Marx and Engels to develop the theory

of scientific socialism. they proved that far from
being utopian or a fantasy, socialism is the natural
outcome of the development of capitalist society.
They showed that as capitalism develops, it digs 1ts
own grave. They brought to light the epoch-making
“ole of the working class and drew the logical con-
lusion that the road to the new society lies in Over-

throwing capitalism.

Capitalist economics

For instance, today 30 million A

either partially or totally jobless, h
less are the direct vicums of som

capitalist economics.

One hundred and
of the laws of capitalist economi

The ultimate reason for all real crises always
remains the poverty and restricted consump-
tion of the masses as opposed to the drive of
capitalist production to develop the produc-
tive forces as though only the absolute con-
suming power of society constituted their limit

(Marx 1967, 3:484).

mericans who are
ungry and home-
e of the laws of

twenty years ago, on the basis
cs, Marx concluded:
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The law of the drive for maximum profits leads tq§
contradiction and to recurring economic crises.
relentlessly drives CVEry corporation to constantlv
expand production, without limits, without plan
ning, in total anarchy without any knowledge of thej
market, while simultaneously paying the workers less]
and less of the value of the products they produce.

Basically, the demand for consumer goods can be |
only as great as the sum total of wages paid to the |
workers. Workers are the consumers and consumer §
demand is not determined by workers’ whims, or |
tastes or fads, but by their buying power—their |
wages. Therefore, if corporations keep producing }
more while actually restricting the market by cut-
ting wages, it is logical that the €conomy will go off §
balance, into crisis, another crisis and gridlock crises. |

The wage cuts suffered by steel and auto workers
will show up in the showrooms of the car dealers: |
the workers will not be able to buy the cars. It is as
simple as that. The corporate ideologues like to call
this “overproduction.” And it does appear as if just
t00 much was produced for the market. Thisisan §
¢xample of a misleading appearance. In other j
words, they claim that products are produced over
and above what the people need or can consume,

when, in truth, it is simply a matter of a pile-up of

wages to buy them.

This basic law of capitalist economics has not
changed. Steel, auto, electrical workers, miners, |

and most workers are also Up against a number of
other laws of capitalist exploitation.

The revolutionary legacy 59

They are up against the hidden law of §u1;ptlk1:2
value, already discussed. They alz"_e uplzsgsa::lsd the
, ' ts of the working ¢
w that the interes the . the
LZpitalist class will remain 1rreconc113blc:; ;igt;g
istic, in opposition to the very end of ca;)gloa that' L
, over a century
Karl Marx proved | s
ital strives to obtain max '
capitalist always imum prots
' educe wages
hat 1s, he wants to r ! v
Th sical minimum and to extend the WOI‘klI:E) lc:ll?}; to
Es i hysical maximum. Actually, however, ooth are
tpblished “by the continuous :struggle etw o
o, a"ta.l and labor. . .. The question resolv;els itse
capl e . self
intpo a question of the respective power of the ¢

” (Marx 1976, 58).
ba}?ﬁzs gi(veliack concessions of the auto and steel

worker not only adds surplus value (prgﬁ}::j)nfor t}\i
bosses, but also restricts and reduces t{}e g 1oi%a ;;i% "
er of the working class against capita 1st1\:x5x ation.
It was also over 100 years ago that ac‘t made 2
very keen observation that Labor Fanlrll :emance
P e (Mam ‘{ngg;C :k;(;’l ;Vljlfgc(;;;l tili: has all the
d” (Marx 1 . To ‘ _
?;?(r:ledgf a(law in the struggle a-gamst r:a.c:ls:l i(:ﬁgrgr
sion. This truth remains a prume prtf{ggl e for
both working-class unity and for b:: 'roi an al-
people’s front against Reaganism. AS flf e as It
m, Ronald Reagan is the most € ective
?116?; Stf)eth; genius of Karl Marx. Reagan's actions

and policies are day-by-day proof of the correctness
of Marx’s concepts.
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Role of state monopoly capitalism

One hundred and twenty years ago, Marx came |
to the conclusion that in time the capitalist economy §
would approach the limit beyond which the produc- 38
tion process could not go without increasing the |
participation and intervention of the state (govern- ‘3
ment). In other words, increasingly the government 8
apparatus and institutions (basically controlled by 8
the monopolies) must play a more direct role in
order to guarantee that the corporations can pur- &
sue their drive for maximum profits. The tax laws 3
and loopholes, the capital depreciation allowances, 3
the government strikebreaking actions are all prime
examples of the role of the state. This is state #

monopoly capitalism.

Some call this Reaganomics. Others call it the ¥

military-industrial complex. Engels said: “The offi-

cial representative of capitalist society—the state— §i
will ultimately have to undertake the direction of ‘§

production” (Engels 1969, 66).

Lenin explained the process by which capitalist

monopolies had developed. He observed further:
“The concentration and internationalization of capi-
tal are making gigantic strides; monopoly capital-
1Ism is developing into state monopoly capitalism”
(Lenin 24:309). Each day, with every move, Reagan
proves all of them (Marx, Engels, Lenin) were right.

As a science and study of the laws of capitalist
development, Marxism has made it possible to fore-
see the growth of monopolies and the increased role
ot the government, which has developed into the
stage of state monopoly capitalism.
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The Reagan policies for shifting the tax burden
onto the backs of the workers and non-m(?nopoly
sectors of the population, the policy of letting cor-
porations write off the cost of new equipment and
plants in five years or less are exactly what Marx had
.1 mind when he said that Capital foists expenses

the people by way of the state. |
On'tl‘?he trli:;liog doﬁar r};lilitary budget 1s al§0 ff)lsted
onto the backs of the people. The militarization ot
the economy not only adds to the economic gridlock,
but seriously increases the danger of a nuclear war.

Handuwriting on the capitalist wall

Perhaps more than anything else, ?vhat- sticks in
the craw of the defenders of capitalism is Marx's
discovery of the objective laws of the march of history.

For capitalism, it is like the funeral march. It 1s
the handwriting on the wall that tells them therr
days are numbered. The law-governed march of
history clearly proclaims: “You are the next to
go—your ugly system I8 outmoded, outdated, and
out-of-step.” o |

What especially scares the bourgeois %deologlsts
is Marxism’s proof that socio-economic SySiCms
throughout human history have made their ap-

pearance on the stage of history, and in due ume,
have been pushed aside to make way for the new. It
frightens them that there s a lawy-govemed process
of history pushing capitalism aside, that f:apltahsm
is now on the slippery skids. They especially try to
hide all this from the people. They want the people
to believe that capitalism is here forever.
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'ﬁ

is the old and socialism is replacing it with the new—
including a whole new set of social and economic laws.

A
i

.l'l .

I

They also don’t like what they see as the future. -
They do not like the new system, the new society, ‘
thatdhzli)sl made its aphpearance. And that isfunder- | violating the laws is costly
Standable because the new system cuts off their ! Many communists and revolutionary parties have

'f' at times deviated from the path of class strugg!e, as

l Engels pointed out. In each case, they have f{lthf':r

5 ignored or “revised” the basic laws of capitalist
development. _

ThePt);wo big mistakes (as Bill Foster called them,

“the big ones”) were also related to ignoring and
distorting the laws of capitalist development.

In the earlier years, some of our Party leaders de-
cided that the laws Karl Marx discove}'ec{ applied to
capitalism in general, but that U.S. capitalist was the
exception to the rule. They developed the concept
that U.S. capitalism was too powertul and resource-
tul to be influenced by the internal contradictions
based on the laws of its development. Spec:ﬁca;lly,
they said that U.S. capitalism could a}fmﬁi the cycl{cal
economic crises inherent in other capitalist countries.

In 1929, when the stock market came turqblmg
down, so did the theories of “American EXCCpthII?l—
sm.” The law of economic crises, as Marx salc}:
“works with iron necessity towards inevitable results.’
Later, Earl Browder also decided tpat U.S. capi-
talism was different. Therefore, he said, the laws of
surplus value and the class struggle did not aPply
and could be discarded and forgotten. He thcorlzefi
that the world had changed because of the anti-
fascist alliance and therefore, U.S. monopoly capi-
talism had learned a lesson. He argued that in the

g
special privileges, their source of personal wealth.
As Marx said, when the socialist revolution takes §
place “the expropriators become expropriated,” and

the laws of capitalism become null and void.

i 3

by

The laws of socio-economic systems, and specifi-
cally the laws of capitalist development, are of great ‘g8
political significance today, because when we become -
aware of these laws, we come to understand the -
pivotal role of the class struggle in an exploitive
society. When we are conscious of the economic
laws we then inevitably conclude that the working
class is the only truly revolutionary class. Then we -
come to see that the laws of capitalist exploitation 38
mold and compel the working class to be the main B
gravediggers of capitalism. By the law-governed &
process the working class has become the main force }
for social change. Not to see the leading role of the -
working class is not to see the direction of history, 3}
the direction of progress and social change. '

This does not in any way minimize or supplant
the importance of broader mass movements. How-
€Ver, 1t 1S most important to see that these move-
ments will be strengthened by the special role of the
working class.

Quite understandably, the ruling class rejects all
concepts of laws because all objective laws are proof
that they are the force holding back social progress,
that history is leaving them behind, that capitalism
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interest of world cooperation and peace, as well as -
its own national interests, the United States capi- i
talists would give up some of their greedy capitalist 3

class interests.

Every opportunist policy is always proclaimed in |
_Ehe name of applying Marxism-Leninism to the
new, unique” situation. Browder argued that his
opportunism was a further development of the sci- s

e‘ncstof Marxism-Leninism within the “new reali
ties” in the United States. |

He tried to overcome the laws of capitalist devel-
3

opment and bypass Marxism-Leninism by declaring:

It dqes not apply. For the first time we are
meeting and solving problems for which there
are no precedents in history, no formulas [or
laws] from the classics which give us the an-
swer (The Communist, Feb. 1944).

Hitting the bottom of the barrel, Browder finally |

renounced the class struggle:

Here we are, in the United States, we who are
proud to consider ourselves disciples of Lenin,
are, In practice, collaborating with capital, and
firmly denouncing those who advocate a class

war against capital in the U.S. (Politi :
Tan. 1543), (Political Affairs,

But Truman’s declaration of cold war quickly
punctured that illusion. As was to be expected, the

law of maximum corporate profits and the class
struggle prevailed.

All serious movements, including the working-
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class political parties, must work within the reality of
the day, taking into account the levels of mass
thought patterns that are reflections of the law-

governed processes.

Policies, tactics, strategic concepts, to have any real
meaning and effect, cannot be subjective reactions.
They must be geared to using the laws and their ef-
fects to influence and affect mass thought patterns.

Opportunism a dead-end road

Opportunism, both the Left and Right varieties,
is in fact a negation of the Marxist concept of law-
governed processes. Opportunism 1s a negation of
the objective laws that sustain the class struggle on
center stage—where it will remain as long as capi-
talism exists. All opportunism is a negation ot the
advanced role of the working class.

It is a negation of the revolutionary essence of
Marxism-Leninism. It is a negation of workingclass
partisanship to replace it with concepts of class col-
laboration and class partisanship.

As we know, Marxism-Leninism is not a dogma.
It is a growing, developing science. However, there
are objective truths which are revealed by applying
the science. These truths are reflections of the laws
of the real world, And they are not negotiable. They
cannot be changed or molded to fitanyone’s subjec-
tive ideas or concepts of reality. There are objective
truths of the capitalist system based on the objective
laws which are constant, stable and unalterable.

Attempting to bypass, ignore or retreat from the
objective truth that the class struggle is the inner
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Pt

. - - . A
nature, the primary essence of capitalism is, there-4
fore, to take the path of opportunism. Opportunism,§
In its essence, is nothing but an attempt (in one way}

or another) to do away with the class struggle. It is

no-win, dead-end road.
It 1s in violation of the objective laws, and it is also

>

"
1
2
1
Al

betrayal of the working class. To attempt in any way |

to water down or push into the background the 4

special role that the laws of social and economic |

¥, -
i! :
4
|'! h
I

development have assigned to the working class is to §

ignore reality and to move along the path of op-

portunism, of class betrayal. And it follows that not B

to see and approach workers as a single class, de-
termined by their place in the system of production, }

is to be blind to the concept of the existence of

classes in general.

The revolutionary class

[tis an objective truth that the working class is the 3
only revolutionary class, and is the decisive force in -
all fields of struggle. Because of its critical position -
in the production process, the working class is the
key element in the struggle for democracy and
against monopoly oppression. As it becomes increas- -
ingly conscious of its status and role as a class—class -
consciousness—the working class becomes a critical -

force in the struggle against all bourgeois ideologi-
cal currents.

Because as Marxist-Leninists we have confidence
in the working class, we therefore have confidence
that we can win against racism. In the United States,
and in all countries where racism is an instrument of
superprofits, the working class is a key force. Qur

1 '-
e

The revolutionary legacy 67

confidence in the working class is not fatalistic or
romantic. Itis determined by our bafsm‘understand-
ing of the laws and processes of capitalism.

There is a clear dialectical I‘Fl&!ﬁlOIlShlp between
the struggles against class exploitation and the st(;'ug-
gles against exploitation and oppression based on
and fed by racism, directed in the first place against
the Afro-American community. Therefore, for. us
in the United States the alliance between the wo_rkmg
class, which is itself multi-racial -and multl-nz{tlonal,
and the some fifty million racially and natxonall;;
oppressed peoples is a key ingredient in all ﬁlelds 0
struggle—economic, political amzl ideological.

The developing, growing working-class conscious-

ness is therefore a critical ingredient for plowing
under all ideological currents that are designed to
support every type of explonatlon.and omzn‘esswni
Because this class consciousness is based on rea
class interests it tends to overcome all alien class
ideological influences. Therefore, any underestima-
tion or undermining of the critical role assigned to
the working class is not only opportunistic, l?ut
weakens every area of struggle. These are O?Jecuve
truths. They are true not only for cef'emomal pur-
poses, for speeches, articles or resolutions. They are
the solid, indestructible Marxist-Lenfn_lst framework
into which all questions, tactics, policies and strate-
gic concepts must be placed and dealt with.

The revolutionary outlook

There are some who opportunistically retreat
from these objective truths by eliminating the word
Leninism; others by discarding both Marxism and
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Leninism. But there are also some who discard these
basic truths in the name of Marxism-Leninism, class
struggle and the working class.

And this brings us back to the concept and laws of
appearance and essence. For instance, one can ap-
pear to uphold the laws, but in essence betray them
or ignore them. Maoism for years repeated high-
sounding phrases and cliches about the class strug-
gle and the working class, while in practice it was
following the most consistently non-working class,

petty bourgeois, nationalistic, class collaborationist

policies, both internally and in foreign affairs.

In the world arena generally opportunism leads
to concepts of the so-called “two superpowers,” a
big lie campaign which was led by Maoism. Placing
the blame for the danger of war or nuclear disaster
equally on the “two superpowers” is a coverup for
imperialism and a slanderous big lie about the
Soviet Union.

It 1s a coverup of the basic law of the inherent
drive for maximum corporate profits that leads to
policies of imperialist aggression and war. It is a
vicious slander against the opposite, opposing set of
inherent laws that motivate the socialist system to-
ward policies of peace, support for movements of
national liberation and social progress.

There are no non-Marxist-Leninist short cuts to
victory. Opportunism may appear as if it is realistic,
as if it corresponds to reality. But in fact, it denies
and gives up the class struggle and with it reality itself.

Marxism-Leninism is the philosophy and world
outlook of the working class because it is a philoso-
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phy of social progress. Theretore, of necessity it 1s
integrated with the force that is the main propellent
of social progress—the working class. The working
class is the only sector of society that can—in fact 1s
compelled—to ignite, organize and carry out the
social revolution and the transition to socialism
which will end exploitation forever.

The process of revolutionary change is inevitable
and never-ending. But the speed of the process 1s
determined by the people, by the working class, by
their consciousness and their will to act. The actions
of the people are determined by how well they un-
derstand what the laws of the processes are all about.

How well they understand is determined by what
help they can get, what leadership is available. Of

‘course this brings us back to the working class science

of Marxism-Leninism. And, Marxism-Leninism, In
turn, brings us to the fact that the Communist Party
has become a historic necessity, an indispensable
factor in this whole process.



Karl Marx in our time

An international conference on the theme
“Karl Marx in Our Time—the Struggle for
Peace and Social Progress,” Berlin,

German Democratic Republic, April 12, 1983.

i o il

It is a pleasure and an honor to be here on this
proud occasion. I bring you the warm fraternal
greetings of the Communist Party, U.S.A., and I
want to express the deep appreciation of the Cen-
tral Committee of our Party for your invitation to
participate in this unique international gathering
celebrating the centenary of Karl Marx. We want to
thank the Socialist Unity Party and the people of the
GDR for your splendid initiative, for your warm wel-
come and hospitality and for making our stay in your
great socialist country both enjoyable and productive.
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The true value of any science is constantly weighed
and tested as to whether it is a living, growing,
expanding, deepening body of thought. Does it con-
tinue to be a true reflection and expression of the
ever-changing essence of reality? In the deepest
sense, the revolutionary science to which Karl Marx
gave birth, that Frederick Engels enlarged and
Vladimir I. Lenin so creatively extended and devel-
oped, meets the most critical test of a science for our
lives and times.

Because the class struggle is the eye of the hur-
ricane created by class-divided society, it is no sur-
prise, therefore, that the struggle between the two
main classes even determines how the centenary
year of Karl Marx is being observed.

As 1s to be expected, one class is commemorating,
and the other is commiserating about, the life and
work of Karl Marx, expressing the viewpoints of
their opposite class interests. One class sees Marx as
its great liberator, who gave it the weapons for vic-
torious class struggle.

The other sees him as public enemy number one.
As the date of the Marx centenary anniversary ap-
proached, monopoly mouthpieces in the United
States began pouring out scathing scandal stories
about Karl Marx. Big business and government
spokesmen began wailing and flailing that the
“spectre” of Marx still stalks the capitalist world.

Speaking for U.S. monopoly capital, President
Ronald Reagan is leading the pack of ideological
hyenas. He took to the stump and the pulpit to
denounce, to slander, to lie and villify, (most of all,
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to try to bury) the spectre that is more than ever
haunting the corporate board rooms, the executive
suites on Wall Street, the editorial offices of the
newspapers, the newsrooms of radioand TV.

We are marking the centenary of Marx’s passing,
but it seems that U.S. monopoly capital is lamenting
the living Marx, who they hate and fear because he
1s more alive today than 100 years ago. Reagan—
with no earthly, reasonable arguments to defend his
insane doomsday policies, and devoid of any in-
telligent or even logical-sounding charges against
Marxism-Leninism and real socialism—has taken
the road of last resort. It is the road of all political
and ideological scoundrels and charlatans. Itis “the
big lie” hoax to hoodwink people on emotional and

religious levels. Reagan has declared an all-out, hell-

and-brimstone holy war against Marxism-Leninism
and existing socialism.

Hypocritically and demagogically, Reagan has
evangelically proclaimed that Marxism-Leninism is
the root of all “sin and evil in the world.” That the
Soviet Union and the other socialist countries are
the “focus of evil in the modern world;” that they
are “evil empires.” Reagan has embarked on an
anti-communist crusade with the fanaticism of an
inquisition. With libelous litanies couched in cold
war overtones, Reagan is attempting to cover up his
policies of all-out impenalist aggression, nuclear
confrontation and nuclear superiority. He is crimi-
nally gambling with the lives of the whole human
tamily and the world—all in the name of God.
Standing history on its head, truth upside down,
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whistling in the capitalist graveyard, Reagan has
pronounced that “communism is another sad, bi-
zarre chapter in human history.”

Under the spell of this conjured up anti-commu-
nist obsession, Reagan rants that the capitalist world
can meet the present challenge “only if it has as
much faith in God as the Communists have faith
In man.”

If Karl Marx were here with us today he would
have given an appreciative chuckle and replied,
“Yes, nothing that is human is alien to me.” Placing
the real challenge, Marx would have said, “Yes, I
have faith in human beings. And I have a special
faith and confidence in the working class, the truly
revolutionary class that will bring about a truly hu-
mane society.” |

The Reagans may rant and rave. While Wall Street
will keep denying it, and monopoly capital will keep
covering it up, the stubborn reality is that our U.S.
capitalist society is undeviatingly developing along
the lines foreseen by Marx. This is so because U.S.
capitalism is the product of the very law-governed
processes uncovered by Marx. As ironic as it may
seem, Wall Street and its corporate galaxies (and
now Ronald Reagan) provide the most convincing
testimony to the perceptive genius of Karl Marx in
focusing his keen insight on the class struggle. For
Karl Marx, in the overall scheme of things, the class
struggle is the axis around which all other processes
In society revolve.

The class struggle in the socio-economic sphere
can be likened to the critical mass in nature which
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influences everything and is, 1n turn, influenced by
everything. What nuclear fields ot force are to na-
ture, the class struggle is to class-divided human
societies. Were they alive today, Marx, Engels and
Lenin would not be the least surprised about U.S.
developments. They would see the deterioration
and the crises as the results of the inevitable by-
products of the law-governed processes they probed
and clarified.

The U.S. economy

The U.S. economy is suffering from a mixture of
continually recurring, short-range cyclical crises
imposed on a long-range chronic decline and contrac-
tion of the overall structural framework. Itis sutter-
ing from a declining, stagnating industrial complex
and a fast-decaying urban infrastructure. Translated
into human suffering, it means our country is still in
the gridlock grip of an economic emergency.

While Reagan keeps repeating that our economy
is “on the mend,” that we are “on the road to recov-
ery,” the fact is the U.S. economy is not on the r'oad
to any solid, stable upturn. In fact, for the American
people it is another continuing great depression. As
hard-won economic cushions like unemployment,
welfare and social security checks run out, millions
are being thrown into the streets, on souplines and
in shelters for the homeless and hungry.

Thirty million of our people are partially or total-

ly jobless.
Four million Americans have literally taken to the

road in a fruitless search for work.
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care for.

Whole towns and sections of cities have become
economic disaster areas, while industrial plants con- #
tinue to shut down and move out. Basic smokestack %

industries are sick and literally dying.

Joblessness is causing people to lose their homes, |
their cars, their farms, their personal possessions 8

and increasingly their sanity and their lives.

Corporate poisoning of the environment, of &
homes, rivers and lakes is adding frightening hard-

ships and serious health hazards to the economic
burdens.

One out of every five children goes to sleep hun-
gry. Malnutrition and infant mortality are on the
rise. In some economically depressed cities, the in-
fant mortality rate is on the same level as Honduras,

one of the poorest countries in the world. Basic &

services such as education, health and child care
have been cut to the bone. Programs such as social

security are being crippled, while expenditures for

nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction are
rising by two trillion every five years.

These anti-human developments are fully in keep-
ing with the capitalist pattern so brilliantly exposed
and laid out by Marx, Engels and Lenin.

State monopoly capitalism

In keeping with Lenin’s far-reaching projections
of state monopoly capitalism, the U.S. government
increasingly becomes the crushing arm of big busi-
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Souplines and shelters are forced to turn away |
more hungry and homeless people than they can §&
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ness. The state more and more directly controls and
dominates society in every area of life in their own
selfish interests, in their mad drive for maximum
corporate profits. Here again the United States 1s a
showcase example of how the state becomes directly
involved in the attempt to overcome the special
effects of the general crisis of world capitalism which
Lenin so clearly explained.

The ever-deepening general economic, political,
social and moral crisis we are going through is not
momentary. It is a chronic condition which is the
direct result of the long-range decaying structural
crisis of capitalism.

The decline and contraction of capitalism is the
product of an inborn, fixed and law-governed in-
evitable process.

U.S. developments have followed the classical
model Karl Marx projected: high unemployment,
widespread poverty, emergence and rise of huge
industrial monopolies, the financial galaxies and
conglomerates that now dominate, exploit and con-
trol every area of life in the United States.

U.S. capitalism is suffering from the processes
that Lenin so aptly called the law of uneven devel-
opment of capitalism.

The rising class

Karl Marx would also not have been surprised at
the growing, militant movements and struggles of
the working class and the people of the United
States. The sentiment is overwhelmingly against the
Reagan policy of confrontation. The support to
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partisanship that extends from strikes and picket
lines to working-class power. E

It 15 a partisanship in defense and promotion of
working-class culture.

It 1s a partisanship that is inescapable and all-
encompassing, if one is to be on the winning side of §
history, of the real world revolutionary process.

In today’s world, to follow in the path of Marx,
Engels and Lenin, a true working-class partisanship
must include a partisan attitude toward real, exist-
Ing socialism. b |

The starting point for such a partisan attitude— @
which corresponds to the truth—is to reject all the @&
slanders, the big lie, about socialism. It means to
deal with problems and weaknesses in the context of
the direction of history and the place of socialism
Init.

Working-class partisanship and just simple truth
rejects all concepts of the so-called “two superpowers.”

On the face of it, this slander is a rejection and
betrayal of working-class partisanship. To in any
way give the impression that the war danger, the
threat of a nuclear holocaust, emanates equally
from the “two superpowers” is to deal in total false-
hoods, to feed the big lie.

Participating in or not challenging this vicious big &
lie about the Soviet Union is a coverup for U.S. i
imperialism.

It serves as a coverup of the basic imperialist law
of maximum corporate profits that leads to policies &
of imperialist aggression and war.

The “two superpowers” big lie is a distortion of
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the inherent laws of socialism that motivate the so-
cialist system toward policies of peace and support
for all movements of national liberation and social
progress. To use the “two superpowers” label, in
form or content, is even more dangerous today
because of the new level of the Reagan big lie prop-
aganda campaign.

Never before in history has a U.S. administration
been so saturated with top officials, spokesmen,
speech writers and think-tanks who are not in any
way restricted or even bothered by respect for
truth, ethics, integrity, responsibility, principles,
morality or simple scruples about right and wrong.

To view the Soviet Union as in any way to blame
for the war danger and the nuclear arms race is
objectively to cover up for the crimes and brutality of
U.S. impernialism. And, it is also a cover up for
Reagan’s so-called “interim peace proposal” hoax.

The missile fraud

The zero option and interim proposal is the big-
gest fraud in all of history. They are based on the
absurdity that the only nuclear missiles in all of
Europe today are Soviet missiles. And that therefore
the United States would then agree to deploy only
an equal number of new Pershing and cruise mis-
siles to equal the Soviet missiles.

If there were only Soviet missiles in all of Europe,
this would sound like a reasonable proposal.

But the U.S. proposal totally ignores the 162 U.S.-
built missiles now in place in France and England,
the hundreds of nuclear-loaded war planes stationed
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in Europe, the nuclear-loaded submarines and .:

SR

ships—all within target range of the Soviet Union.

In all areas, but especially in the area of world peace 4
and disarmament, the Reagan-Pentagon-CIA-mili- 4 |
tary industrial complex has concocted a completely 8

fabricated fantasy-world scenario to coincide with
their policies—policies that threaten to blow up the
world and incinerate all of humanity!

This nuclear madness is now being extended,

with both planning and implementation, to the de- %
velopment of new weapons such as laser beams and &
proton particle streams, to the militarization of

outer space.
And now, the Hollywood Cowboy’s SCript writers

have recently conjured up a poisonous witches
brew, a scenario of lies that could literally explode in
a nuclear cloud.

It 1s a vicious, totally unscrupulous, criminal at-
tempt to fool the peoples of the world and the
United States, to lull the worldwide movements for
peace including the U.S. freeze movement (which is
supported by the great majority of our people) into
believing that the placement of 572 Pershing and
cruise missiles in Europe is a move toward disarma-
ment—a negotiating chip!

The world must understand that at this momens the
Reagan Administration has absolutely no intention of
negotiating a disarmament treaty with the Soviet Union.

A policy of nuclear weapons buildup for nuclear
superiority, the budgeting of trillions of dollars for
nuclear weapons that now extend even to the nu-
clear arming of outer space is the Very opposite of
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negotiating to reduce nuclear arms and maintaining
the nuclear balance of forces.

The Reagan Administration is out to create the
tmage of negotiating as a cover for the total and all-out
development of weapons of nuclear superiority.

Thus, to support in any way, directly or even
indirectly, by nuance, insinuation or by omission,
the “two superpowers” big lie is playing recklessly
and criminally with the survival of our precious
world and all of humanity. It is playing the war-
game ot U.S. monopoly capital.

For anyone to say that they relate to and treat all
nations equally, without any reference to the im-
perialist nature of the major capitalist countries, is
to objectively play right into their hands.

Dangerous illusions

The governments and peoples of the world must
not deal with the Reagan Administration as if it is
composed of honest, responsible people committed
to peace and disarmament. Todo so is a dangerous,
costly illusion.

The daily concrete acts of imperialist aggression
and nuclear confrontation stretch from Nicaragua,
Cuba and El Salvador to South Africa, the Mideast,
across Asia to the Pacific.

For our work in the United States, it is of great
significance that Marx, Engels and Lenin, who
shouldered the problems of the working class and
the peoples of the world, gave so much time and
attention to the struggles of the racially and nation-
ally oppressed peoples in general and to the Afro-
American people in particular.
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Marx’s wise counsel that “labor cannot emanci-

pate itself in the white skin, where in the black itis

branded,” has the power of a law for the class strug-
gle, for the struggle against racism and the rela-
tionship between them.

Because the working class is the only truly revolu-
tionary class, it is the key component in all fields of
struggle. Increasingly, it is becoming the decisive
force in the struggle for democracy.

The growing and maturing class consciousness of
the working class becomes a critical factor in the
struggles tor all democratic rights and against all
bourgeois ideological currents, including racism
and chauvinism.

Karl Marx is right on target today because the

mner laws of socio-economic processes he revealed
are as operative today as they were one hundred
years ago.

For us in the belly of the beast, the class struggle,
the monopoly drive for maximum profits, the re-
curring economic crises, the deepening general
crisis, the inevitable objective processes that move
history toward socialism and national liberation are
law-propelled processes. They are just as valid to-
day as they were in the days of Karl Marx.

It 15 quite understandable that the ruling-class
ideologues reject all concepts of law-governed pro-
cesses. Because for capitalism they are the objective

rails leading in only one direction, to the garbage

dumps of history.
It is a little more difhcult, however, to understand

why individuals, movements and organizations which
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protess to oppose capitalism also persist in ignoring
this basic law-governed reality, or opportunistically
cover it up. Each time this happens, it is a rejection
of the objective laws Marx first revealed.

Opportunism

Near the end of the Second World War, our Party
fought a painful bout with opportunism that was
directed at the basic concepts of Marxism-Leninism.

Browderism did not openly reject the laws of
capitalism which Marx discovered. Browder said
only that they did not apply to U.S. capitalism.

He theorized that the United states and the world
had so changed that one could actually convince
U.S. monopoly capital to voluntarily give up some
of its stolen wealth in the interests of the nation and
the people.

Browder concluded that Marxism-Leninism “does
not apply,” that “there are no precedents in history
.- . [or 1n the Marxist] classics which give us the
answers.” (The Communist, February 1944).

Browder claimed:

Old tormulas and old prejudices are going to
be of no use whatever to us as guides to find
our way in the new world. We must be ready to
sacrifice our prejudices, our ideologies and
our special interests. Class divisions or political
groupings have no significance now” (ibid.,
January, 1944).

In other words, the class struggle, Marxism-
Leninism, class partisanship and the Communist
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Party had become, in Browder’s fantasy world,
obsolete.

Browder’s idea of an “exceptional ruling class
and capitalism,” was expressed in his statement that
“the decisive sections of American capitalists have
abandoned the old policy of hard-boiled reaction
and imperialism” (Political Affairs, February 1945).

And, finally, as is always the case with opportun-

ism, Browder reached the bottom of the barrel
when he came up with:

Here we are in the United States, we who are
proud to consider ourselves disciples of Lenin,
are In practice collaborating with capital and
firmly denouncing those who advocate a class

war against capital in the United States. (Politi-
cal Affairs, Jan. 1945)

The cold war dramatically punctured that oppor-
tunistic illusion. As is to be expected, the ideas of
Marx prevailed—the laws of maximum corporate
profits, of the class struggle, of imperialism.

Marxism-Leninism will triumph

~ Frederick Engels said that opportunistic devia-
tions from the path of the class struggle are usually

accompanied by a rejection or revision of the objec-

tive laws of capitalist development. Opportunism is
a negation of the Marxist concept of law-governed
processes, replacing it with subjectively motivated ac-
tions and policies.

This is a convenient cover because a Marxist-
Leninist, basing oneself on the science, must keep
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abreast of what is new and must reflect on and
respond to all new questions. But the science of
Marxism-Leninism makes it possible not only to
see what 1s new. It 1s also a guide that tells us
how to look at what is new. Here opportunism
and Marxism-Leninism part company. Capitalism
gives rise to new phenomena. But the new never
replaces the basic essence of classes, class exploi-
tatton and the class struggle. These are constants
within capitalism. |

As long as there is capitalism, the new situations
will never be able to develop outside ot the class
reality. The new will not be able to exist alone or to
ignore the system of class exploitation and the 1r-
reconcilable class antagonisms. The new will always
develop within the general arena of the class strug-
gle. In all situations, opportunism maneuvers to
take the new outside of this class framework.

Opportunism is a negation of working-class parti-
sanship by replacing it with concepts of class col-
laboration and class partnership. Opportunism is a
negation of the objective laws that sustain the class
struggle on center stage and the special advanced
role assigned to the working class.

Marxism-Leninism is a growing, developing sci-
ence. Objective truths are revealed by applying this
science. These truths are reflections of the laws of
motion of the real world. They are not negotiable.
They cannot be changed or molded to fit anyone’s
subjective concepts of reality. Attempting to bypass,
ignore or retreat from the objective truth that the
class struggle is the very inner nature, the primary
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Inner-essence of capitalism, is to take the path of

opportunism. It is a no-win, dead-end road.

Opportunism always attaches itself to the correct
idea that life constantly produces new phenomena.
The science of Marxism-Leninism itself constantly
grows and develops. Therefore, opportunists say
that all they are doing is reflecting on the new
developments. |

In its basic essence, opportunism is an accommo-
dation to the pressures of the class enemy. Further-
more, the accommodation is always at the expense
of the working class.

At different stages of history and in different
countries, opportunism uses different words and
deeds. However, capitulation in any language is still
capitulation. Opportunism speaks with the same
political and ideological tongue. Opportunism has
its own inner-laws of development. Each defense of
an old opportunistic concession becomes a further
step on the path toward the swamp of opportunism.

The greatest tribute to Marx is that we are not
focusing our attention on past problems, on the
Marx of one hundred years ago, but on the science
he gave life to as applied to the problems of today.
We are tocusing on the direction in which history is
moving, as Marx predicted it.

The world revolutionary process, with the work-
ing class as the main dynamo, has become the main
stream of history.

Thus, we can say with full confidence and op-
timism, as Comrade Lenin did before the capitalist-
world-shattering October Revolution:
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Each of the great periods of world history
since the appearance of Marxism has brought
Marxism new confirmation and new triumphs.
But a still greater triumph awaits Marxism. . .
in the period of history that is now opening”
(Lenin 18:585).




Works cited

Bernal, J. D.
1952 Marx and Science. (New York: Inter-
national Publishers).

Brown, W. M.
1925  Materialism and Religion. (Galion, O:
Bradford-Brown Educational Com-

pany).

Engels, Frederick
1969  Socialism, Utopian and Scientific. (N.Y.:
International Publishers).

Foner, Philip S.
1944  Basic Writings of Thomas Jefferson. (New
York: Wiley Book Company).
1973 When Karl Marx Died. (New York: In-
ternational Publishers).




92  Works cited

Lenin, V. 1.

Marx, Karl
1967

1967

1976

Marx-—Engels
1979

Collected Works 18: (Moscow, Progress
Publishers).

Collected Works 19: (Moscow, Progress
Publishers).

Collected Works 24: (Moscow, Progress
Publishers).

Capital, Vol. 1. (New York: Interna-
tional Publishers).

Capital, Vol. 3. (New York: Interna-
tional Publishers).
Wage-Labour and Capital & Value, Price

and Profit. (New York: International
Publishers).

Collected Works 12: (New York: Inter-
national Publishers).

About the author

Gus Hall has been the General Secretary of t}.le
Communist Party since his election to that post in
1959, at the 17th Convention of the CPUSA._ An
internationally recognized authority on Marxism-
Leninism, he is the author of Imperialism Today, The
Energy Rip-Off, The Crisis of U.S. Capitalism, Basics for
Peace Democracy and Socialism, and scores pf booklets
and articles which have been widely distributed and
translated into many languages. |

Born on Minnesota’s Iron Range, he joined ‘the
Communist Party in 1927 and became an organizer
for the Young Communist League. He has been a
timber worker and steel worker. He was a found}ng
organizer of the United Steel Workers of America,
AFL-CIO, and was a leader of the important “Little
Steel” strike in Ohio in 1937. He resigned fr_om
the union to become a Communist Party organizer
in Ohio. | |

Gus Hall served in the Navy, in the Pacific, duz:mg
World War I1. During the McCarthyite repression,
he served an 8-year term in Leavenworth under t}f
Smith Act charge of “thinking dangerous tho_ught§ .

In 1972, 1976 and 1980, Hall was the Pres@entlal
candidate of the Communist Party. He is nationally




94  About the author

known as a guest on radio talk shows and from
other media interviews. He is editor of the Party’s
theoretical magazine, Politicql Affaurs.




NEW WORLD PAPERBACKS
0607-3 $1.75

KARL MARX:

BEACON FOR OUR TIMES
by Gus Hall

Marking the hundred years since Karl Marx’s

death in 1883, Gus Hall, General Secretary of the
CPUSA, delivered the three lectures presented
here at commemorations organized i Boston,
New York City and, abroad, in Berlin. These
speeches, exemplifying their subject, are them-
selves a contribution to world peace and social
progress.

Among other International Publishers’ titles
dealing with the science of Marxism-Leninism

by Karl Marx & Frederick Engels Number
Manifesto of the Communist Party, 0600-6
illustrated clothbound edition
Capital Vol. 1, paperback 0017-2
The German Ideology, clothbound 0301-5
Selected Works, paperback 0184-5
by V.I. Lenin
Imperialism, paperback 0098-9
What Is to be Done, paperback 0218-3
6

The Emancipation of Women, paperback 0290-
by G. V. Ponomarev

Marxism-Leninism: A Flourishing 0654-6
Science, paperback
by H. Selsam, et al., editors
Reader in Marxist Philosophy, paper. 0167-5

For a complete catalog write
INTERNATIONAL PUBLISHERS

381 Park Avenue South, New York, NY 10016

www.wgl976.net 1 [E W £/

il

----



