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INTRODUCTION

The period since the founding of the Party
of Labor of Albania (PLA) is the most byril-
liant in the age-long history of the Albanian
peopte. During this period deep revolu-
tionary changes have been brought about
in the political, economic, social and culty~
ral life of the country, major achievements
of wital importance have been attained, put-
ting an end to oppression and exploitation
and ensuring e rapid and uninterrupted de-
velopment of the country towards socialism.

These achievements have been attained
by the Albanian people, first and foremost,
thanks to the correct line pursued by the
Party of Labor of Albania. With the forma-
tion of the Party, the working class, the la-
voring masses, brought forth from their
ranks, in the heat of baitle against the fas-

cist invaders and traitors to the country, a
revotutionary mnational leadership absolutely
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determined to defend the interests of the
people, capable of bringing about national
liberation and social emancipation,

The Party of Labor of Albania has always
been guided solely by Marxism-Leninism.
It has always held aloft the militant banner
of the immortal ideas of Marx, Engels, Lenin
end Stalin. Loyalty to Marxism-Leninism is
the source of its inexhaustible strength, - its
wisdom and farsightedness, its courage and
determination to surmount all difficulties and
obstacles in order to forge ahead with un-
shakable confidence towards attaining its ob-
jective and fulfilling its tasks to the letter.
.. The Party of Labor of Alhania has suc-
ceeded in carrying out the major tasks Ty~
ing before it because it has firmly relied on
the people. It inherited from the people mar-

vellous patriotic and revolutionary traditions.

In their struggle against the Joreign yoke

- and social oppression, the Albanian people

have forcefully demonstrated their love of
counrry, their deep hatred of bondage and
oppression, their ardent dspirations and un-
curbed will for progress, their wunshakable
confidence in wictory, their matchless wvalor
in battle against enemies superior in num-
bers and means, their sincere love and gene-
rosity towards their friends and comrades and
their irreconcilable stand towards enemies
and treitors. They have had to fight against
many and powerful enemies in order to pro-




tect their lives and future and to ward off
the danger of their extincioa as a peorl:
and nation. The stand the Albanians have
maintained and the wars they have waged
against their enemies have always been of
a popular and liberation nature; theirs have
been just wars. The progressive patriotic
traditions and rich historical experience of
the people have served as a wvery sound sup-
port for the activity of the Party. Inherit-
ing these traditions the Party elaborated
this qge-long experience in the light of Mar-
xist-Leninist teachings and embodied it in its
revolutionary activity. The leadership of the
Party of Labor of Albania brought fto the
fore in all their splendor the noble wirtues
of our people, raised their vitality as a na-
tion to a higher level and made patrictic and
revolutionary traditions a major driving for-
ce in the liberation of the country end con~
struction of socialism.

The Party linked its struggle for free-
dom and independence with the struggle against
the exploiting classes in order to estab-
lish the dictatorship of the proletariai, to do

“away with all forms of exploitation, to build

sociglism. Under the guidance of the Party,
the patriotism of the people was raised fo a
higher level turning into socialist patriotism.
Love of country was organically linked with
love and loyailty towerds the People’s state
power, towurds sociclism,
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Enlightened by the teachings of Marxism-
Leninism, based on the experience of the revo-
lutionary struggle of the masses, of the people,
firmly relying on the people who had brought
it into being, and reared and guided by the lofty
deal of loyally serving the people and socia-
lism, the Party of Labor of Albanic has suc-
ceeded in working out and always imple-
menting a correct genercl line and has gai-
ned the maturity to find its bearings under
all situations. It has always honorably ful-
jilled its obligations towards its own working
class and people as well as towards *he in-
ternational communist and workers’ move-
ment.

The Party succeeded in becoming the
sole leading force of the Albanian people
in their struggle for mnational independence,
freedom, democracy, and socialism. It organi-
zed and led the victorious and most glorious
national-liberation war the Albanian people
have ever waged. It organized and led the
reconstruction of the country devastated by
the war and its social, economic, and cultu-
ral development, on the road to socialism.

The History of the Party of Labor of
Albania is the history of a revolutionary
Marxist-Leninist Party which has solved and
continues to solve with success these main
problems:

— doing awaey with all Xinds of political
and economic dependence on foreign imperial-
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ist Powers and securing full national inde-
pendence;

— developing without interruption the
people’s revolution from the anti-imperialist
aemocratic to the sociglist stage;

- — forging the alliance of the working
class with the laboring peasantry and with
the other popular masses of the country, uni-
ting these musses into a common front around,
and under the sole leadership of the Party;

— establishing, consolidating and cons-
tantly perfecting the State of people’s demo-
cracy as a form of the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat;

— doing wway with age-long economic,
sociel, cultural and technologica: backward-
ness of the country, leading it [rom its back-
ward semi-feudal state to socialism by-pas-
sing the phase of advanced capitalism;

— establishing and developing socialist
industry as the directive force of people’s
economy;

~— collectivizing agriculture, developing
and mechanizing it;

— abolishing the landlord and the bour-
geois classes, the exploitation of man by
man, building the economic basiz of socigl-
ism in urban and rurel areas;

— treining new cadres for the various
branches of economy and culture, creating
the socialist intelligentsia;-

— educating the workers to become re-
volutionaries and inculcating in them the

O



scientific Mavrxist-Leninist world  outlook;
developing the revolution in the field of ideo-
dogy and culture;

— protecting our socialist homelgnd from
the hostile intentions and acts of the impe-
riglists, of the revisionists, and of their stooges;

— establishing new relations of the Alba-
nian State with other countries on the basis
of equality, respect for national independence
and territorial integrity, of mnon-interveniion
" in internal affairs, and of mauiual adventage;

— preserving the monolithic ideological
and organizational unity in the runks of the
Party;

— egtablishing dnd consistently preser-
ving fraternal relations between the Party
of Labor Albania and other fraternal commu-
nist and workers’ parties on the basis of pro-
letarian internationalism; protecting the in-
dependence of the Party from the great na-
tion chauvinistic intentions and atiempts of
the Yugoslay and Khrushchevite revisionists.

The Party of Labor of Albania is leading
the Albanian people with determination and

unshakable confidence towards completing
the building of socialist society, solving ma-
jor and complicated problems connected with
~earrying the socialist revolution through to
the end in all fields — political, economic
and social, ideological and culturel, — with
- the struggle to bring about the complete
triumph of Marxism-Leninism over revisio-
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nism, the complete triumph of socialism over
capitalism, on a world scale.

, The History of the Party of Labor of.
Albania portrays the creative application of

Marxism-Leninism under the conditions of
Albania and in conerete international circum-
stances. The study of this History iz an
integral and important part of the study of
Marxism-Leninism in order to bring about
the ideological uplift of the members of the
Party and of all the working people of the
country. It helps the workers, peasants and
the socialist inteliigentsia to enhance their
knowledge of social development and politi-
cal struggle, to enrich the expericnce of their
struggle, to build socialism and communism,
to assess and solve aright their actual tasks and
understand the trend of devewpment in the
days to come. The study of the History of
the Party of Labor of Albania helps to arouse
the political vigilance of the people in battle
with imperialism and revisionism. to streng-
then their confidence in the ultimate triumph

of Marxism-Leninismover modern revisionism,
" and of socialism on a world secdle. '

«In publishing its History, the Party
of Labor of Albania is placing in

the hands of the communists and »

workers of our country, asharp and
powerful political and ideological
weapon of which they will be legiti-

mately proud. The History of the Party
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will open. for them new and brillignt
horizons and perspectives, It will
further imbue the communists and
- people with the mighty Marxist-
Leninist ideas of the Party, tem~
pering them more and inspiring
them in the struggle to defend Mar-
xism-Leninism, to conquer all bas-
tions aend to score further, magnifi-
cent successes in the complete buil-
ding of socialist society and commu-
nismm1)

L B

In this book the first attempts are made
to give a concise, systematic, and cll-round
picture, of the process of development of the
Albanian communist movement, of the life and
struggle of the Party of Labor of Albania, of
its decisive role in the victory and uninterrup-
ted development of socialist revolution, of the
brilliant results of the policy and revolutionary
activity of the Party. :

The History of the Party of Labor of Al-
bania covers three main periods.

The first period begins at the initial
stage of the workers’ movement and the aor-

1) ENVER HOXHA — Speech delivered at the
meeting of the Political Bureau of the CC of the
Party of Labor of Albania on June 30, 1967. Central
Archives of the Party.
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ganized cotnmunist movement to the founding
of the -Communist Party of Albania (Novem-
ber 1941)

The second period covers the activity of
the Party to organize and lead the National-
liberation War of the Albanian people against
the fascist inveders and traitors and to bring
about the triumph of the people’s revolution
(November 1941 - November 1944}

The third period is that of the struggle
of the Party, as a guiding party of the Peo-
ple’s Power and of the whole life of the coun-
try, for the building of socialist society,
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CHAPTER 1

THE STRUGGLE TO FOUND THE ALBANIAN
COMMUNIST PARTY

(1929-1941)

1. THE BEGINNINGS OF THE WORKERS' MOVE~
MENT. THE GRGWTH OF THE DEMOCRATIC AND
ANTI-IMPERIALIST MOVEMENT DURING THE
FIRST QUARTER OF THE 20th CENTURY.

A

Ottoman domination in Albania lested - 3

nearly five centuries. This was the peried of
the feudal-military regime, of ruthless national
oppression, of unbearable feudal exploitation,
of frequent devastating wars and of deplorable
backwardness in the field of education and
culture. But, at the same time, this was also

the period of the indomitable struggle of the

Albanian people for freedom and national inde-
pendence, for material and spiritual progress,.
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for social justice. This struggle became the
decisive factor which led to the proclamation
of independence on November 28, 1912,

The proclamation of independence and the
establishment of the new State were events
of major historical significance for the Alba-
nians. But to the head of this State there came
the landlords and the bourgeoisie while the
people who fought and shed their blood did
not get rid of oppression and exploitation by
the ruling classes. In addition, independent
‘Albania found itself surrounded by neighboring
bourgeois States which pursued a chauvinistic
policy towards ii. The imperialist Powers in
collusion with these States not only dismembe-
red Albania, wresting half of its territory in
1913, but never gave up their intentions of
‘wiping it out completely from the map of
the Balkans or of placing it under their
‘conirol.

Albania — a Semifeudal The proclamation of
Agrarian Couniry independence found
Albania in a back-
ward agrarian state. Although capitalist rela-
tions had begun to develop in urban and less
80 in rural areas, in general they were only at
the initial stage. The sysiem of Iandlordism had
spread in the lowlands and in parts of the
uplands, whereas patriarchal survivals still
reigned supreme in the life of the mountain-
eers, especially, in the North.
: The tenants were mercilessly exploited by
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the landlords. The poor peasants, who made up
- the majority of the rural population, were not
better off. These owners of small plots of land
could hardly make both ends meet. Want kept
them continually in the clutches of the land-
lords, the well-to~do peasants, merchants and
usurers. The ruined peasants became agricul-
tural hired laborers. Some of them, finding no
market to sell their labor power in the cities,
emigrated abroad. Unjust distribution of land,
ruthless exploitation by landlords, religious
institutions and the State, the use of primitive
tools and methods in farming, were the cause
of the great poverty of the peasant masses and
of the starvation which beset the country time .
and again.

The cities in general were small and
under-developed from the economic and social
point of view. In their inner life they still pre-
served vestiges of mediaeval times. Small-
scale handicraft production prevailed in them
with the exception of larger towns like Shko-
dra, Berat, Elbasan, Kor¢a etc. where capitalist
handicraft factories had sprung up as early as
in the XIX century. An average of 10-15
wage earners worked in these factories. With
the growth of the production of goods and
the expansion of markets, the merchant bour-
geoisie had accumulated considerable capital
by exploiting the work of cottage handicrafts-
men and by becoming landowners. But in
. general, they made no investments in industry.
Thus, in the newly-set up Albanian State, there
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were only 25 minor factories which engaged
mainly in processing a few agricultural pro-
ducts. These were primitive concerns emplo-
ying about 150 workers all told.

During the first decade following indepen-
dence, the rate of industrial development was
extremely low. About 50 new factories and
workshops were set up. But even the largest
factories employed no more than 30 workhands
each. A larger number of workhands were
employed at the salt pits, in lumbering and
building construction enterprises. Some tens: .
of workers were also employed in the Selenica
(Vlora) bitumen mines run by foreign concession
holders. :

The majority of workers employed by
capitalist concerns were seasonal workers.
When the seasonal work was over, they- would
return to their native villages to engage in
agricultural pursuits. The factory workers and
miners were also of handicraft and peasant
origin. They had not yet formed a politically
class-conscicus stratum. ‘

The workers were ruthlessly exploited by
the capitalist owners. The working day was
10 and, in some cases, 14 hours long while .
the wages were very low, barely enough to
feed the workers and their families. But even
such as they were the wages were not guaran-
teed. Cheap labor power grew continuously
and made it easy for the capitalist proprietor to
lower wages or arbitrarily delay payment for
months on end. There was no law whatsoever to
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enforce labor insurance and the capitalist pro-
prietors took nosafety measures for the workers.

By the side of factory workers there stood
the broad masses of apprentices in handicraft
workshops and trade units. Their exploitation
became more unbearzble because it was inter-
woven with mediaeval forms and methods.
Most of them were children or young people.
In addition to working in handicraft or trade
shops, they ran also a number of errands for
their masters. They were severely punished for
the slightest mistakes. _

Since the early years of the XXth century,
the apprentices had begun to struggle in a more
or less organized way against the exploitation
to which they were subjected by the proprie-
tors of worksheps and merchants. But this
movement, which developed mainly in Shko-
dra, was of a local and spontaneous character.
In general, the socialist ideas. that spread here
were distorted and, in some cases, degenerated
into petty bourgeois «socialism». The early
workers’ organizations had the character of
associations of mutual assistance and promoted
the spirit of solidarity among workers rather
than the struggle against exploitation. Member-
ship in these organizations was extended also
to private handicraftsmen who needed the help
of apprentices in the struggle against the mer-
chant bourgeoisie and factory owners in order
to protect small-scale production. But they
were short-lived.

Under foreign domination, the workers’
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movement also assumed a pronounced patriotic
character.

The evenis immediately after the procla-
mation of independence in 1912 made it im-
possible for the Albanian State io develop
along normal lines. The internal political
clashes during 1913-14 and the outbreak of
the First Wortd War in August 1914 created a
favorable situation for the imperialist and the
neighboring chauvinist Powers to attain their
objectives towards Albania. Albania was turned
into a battlefield on which the political and
military interests of the belligerent States
clashed. In the 1915 April secret agreements,
the imperialist Powers of the Entente decided
to deprive Albania of its independence and to
partition its territory. The armies of the impe-
rialist Powers occcupied the whole territory of
our country up to the end of the war.

Foreign occupations and military operations
caused the Albanian people innumerable mis-
fortunes. The economy of the country was
wrecked. Whole villages were ransacked and
turned to ashes. Starvation became widespread
while epidemics exterminated part of the
population.

The Great October At this time when
Socialist Revolution the Albanian people
And Its Impact On were in distress,
Albania oppressed, thought
little of, and their

rights were ruthlessly trampled upon by the
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imperialists, a major event shook the world,
namely, the triumph of the Great Socialist
Revolution in Russia.

On November 7 (October 25 old style},
1917, the working class and peasantry of
Russia, led by the party of Bolsheviks headed
by V. I Lenin, overthrew the regime of the
capitalists and landlords and established the
dictatorship of the proletariat. The banner of
socialism was raised over one-sixth of the
world.

In Soviet Russia, the October Revolution
created the necessary conditions to wipe out
every kind of exploitation of man by man,
every form of social and national oppression, .
for the victory of the new socialist order.

The Socialist Revolution in Russiz inau-
gurated a new -epoch in world history, the
epoch of the overthrow of capitalism and of
the triumph of the socialist order, the epoch
of proletarian revolutions in capitalist coun-
tries and of national-liberation revolutions in
colonial and dependent countries, the epoch of
~ the creation of a single revolutionary front of
the proletariat and oppressed peoples of all
countries against imperialism. _

The triumph of the Great October Revolu-
tion was the triumph of Marxism-~Leniniem
over social democracy, opportunism, revisio-
nism. Marxist-Leninist ideology received a new
impetus in its triumphant march in the inter-
national workers’' movement.
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. The October Revolution and the Soviet
Republic exerted a major influence on the
revolutionary movement of various countries.
They pointed out the way to the laboring
masses and to the world as a whole, inspired
them by the example they set, giving an
unprecedented impulse to the workers’ and
national-liberation movements in the world.

The October Revolution echoed in Albania
too. Its ideas and the policy pursued by the
Soviet Government influenced the rise of the
movement for national likeration, for the pre-
servation of the territorial integrity of the
homeland, and in expanding the revolutionary
democratic movement.

Of special significance was the disclosure
by the Soviet Government of the secret treaties
of the imperialist Powers. Amaong these treaties,
published by decision of the 2nd Congress of

the Soviets, was the secret treaty of London,

April 1915, according to which Albania was
to be divided up among Italy, Serbia, Monte-
negro and Greece. The content of this Treaty
was made known at once to Albania. A great
wave of indignation swept the Albanian people.
The anti-imperialist liberation movement to
~ safeguard freedom, independence and territorial
integrity against the London Treaty took broad
proportions. The anti-imperialist National Con-
gress of Lushnja in January 1920 and the
heroic Battle of Vlora in the summer of that
year, which ended with the expulsion of the
Ttalian imperialists from Albania, bear witness
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to the high sense of patriotism of the Albanian
people as well as to the influence exerted by
the Leninist anti-imperialist policy.

Following the triumph of the October
Revolution and under conditions of a general
revolutionary upsurge in Europe, the news
about the victory of the Russian Bolsheviks
began to spread among the Albanian workers,
handicraftsmen and intellectuals whose sym-
pathy for Soviet Russia was increased. Lenin’s
name became a symbol of «the lofty principles
of mankind», of the new society without exploi-
ted and exploiters. The first pamphlets about
the Soviet Union and communism infiltrated
into the country from abroad. They were read ‘
in close circles of intellectuals and workers.
The October ideas spread among the masses
of the city poor who were in great economic
difficulties due to the devastating consequences
of the First World War and the anti-popular
- policy of ‘the landlord-bourgeois governments
in power..

The 1924 June Following the expulsion
Revolution of foreign imperialist and
neighboring chauvinist for-

ces, in the political and sceial life of the country
there arose, first and foremost, the struggle
to establish the democratic order and, especial-
ly, to solve the agrarian question. This battle
-was waged by the peasant masses and the
ordinary -towns people including the workers. .
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The working class had not yet reached that

point of ideological and political maturity to -

set up their Trade Unicns, even less, their own
party. Consequently, the workers’ movement
in general could not overcome its initial weak-
ness. The new associations formed during the
1920-1923 period by arlizans and workers per-
formed functions of assistance and were extre-
mely unstable. A movernent kegan among the
workers of an occasional factory or mine, as
well as among apprentices. But their strikes
were always spontaneous and their demands
purely economic. In addifion to objective
causes, a hindrance to the workers’ movement
was the continuous anti-socialist activity of
the ruling classes which took larger proportions
after the October Revolution.

The workers’ movement merged into the
broad popular movement which spread through-
out the country. I's man strength lay in the
peasantry and poor city masses of people who
bore the brunt of the ruthless landlord-bour-
geois oppression and exploitation. From all
regions protests were sent to the Government
and Parliament demanding the abolition of
tithes and of the high customs duties on grain,
In March 1923, thousands of city people and
peasants in Korca demanded that bread be
provided for the population and that the depots
of the grain speculators be opened up. About
three thousand city people and peasants of the
Vlora district protested against the anti-popular
policy of the government, broke into the ware-
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houses of the speculators, seized the grain and
distributed it free of charge.

The poor and oppressed peasants deman-
ded land. The fight for land had become
acute and, in many cases, it was expressed in
open attacks to take it from the landlords and
the State by force. The solution of the agra-
rian question also in Soviet Russia exerted
ite influence on intensifying our anti-feudal
struggle. In a backward agrarian country like
Albania, Bolshevism signified the expropria-
tion of the landlords without compensation
and distribution of their lands to the peasants
free of charge. But these radical demands
of our peasants were not backed up by
the bourgeois political groups which led the
democratic movement. These groups gave
a narrow meaning to agrarian reform. They
aimed at reconciling the interests of the
peasants with the landlords and at «im-
proving» the state of farmers without affecting
the landlord class. The Albanian bourgeoisie was
made up mainly of merchants and small-scale
manufacturers, some of whorm were also land-
owners. As a class, they were not in favor
of radical changes. In the democratic move-
ment they took part as opponents of the dicta-
torial intentions of the Zogite clique and of the
overlordship of landowners in the political life
of the country. The most important role in
inciting and organizing the democratic move-
ment was played by the revolutionary demo-
crats combined mainly in the «Bashkimi» asso-
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clation. Most of them came from the ranks of -

intellectuals of petty bourgeois erigin. «Bash-
kimi» gathered in its ranks and organized the
youth, especially, the school youth who made
names for themselves in the revolutionary
democratic movement. This organization and

.other democratic elements firmly supported the

radical demands of the peasants for land and
enlivened the political scene of the country
by raising the most urgent political and social
problems which reguired solution.

In the spring of 1924 the spread of the
movement created a revoluticnary situation.
The murder by the landowning reactionaries
of Avni Rustemi, one of the leaders of the

- democratic movement, served as the signal for

the armed uprising.

The uprising, which broke out in May,
ended with the victory of the revolutionary
forces on June 10, 1924. A bourgeois-democra-
tic government headed by Fan Noli came to
power. )

The program proclaimed by the Govern-
ment contained a number of tasks and reforms
which aimed at embarking the country on the
road of bourgeois-demccratic development. In
the political field, it envisaged the establish-
ment of democracy through free and direct
elections, the radical change of the State civil
and military apparatus. In the social and eco-
nomic field, it envisaged the uprooting of feu-
dalism, the emancipation of farmers from land-
lord exploitation, the modification of the tax sys-
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tem to benefit the people, facilitation of the pe-
netration of foreign capital, the encouragement
and protection of local capital. In education it
required a system based' on national and up-

to-date lines. In foreign affairs, the Government ~

would pursue a policy of friendly relations
with all and, especially, with neighboring
states.

This program was supported by the broad

masses of people who demanded that it be

carried out to the letter. On the other hand

it came up agsainst the frenzied opposition of

the local landlords and imperialist reaction.
At the same time, the revolutionary drive of
the masses scared the chiefs of the local bour-
geoisie who made common cause with the
landlerds and imperialists, and fighting toge-
ther against implementing this program exer-
ted great pressure on the new government.
Under these circumstances, the bourgeois
democratic government was shaken in. its
resolve, pursued a policy of class reconciliation,
and showed itself incapable of carrying the
revolution through to the end. It did not rely
on the masses nor did it strive to carry out its
declared program. This led - to its alienation
from the popular masses who had brought it to
power. As a result of the pronounced inactivity
and waverings of the governmenf{ the idea
sprang up among the radical democrats that
the popular masses should themselves settle
accounts with the landlords and irresclute
chiefs of the bourgeoisie by electing a new
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parliament with representatives from the far-
mers and workers. But this was not achieved.

Of positive significance was the govern-
~ment’s anti-imperialist stand which was the
result of the democratic nature of its program.
It rejected the servile submission of the coun-
try to fascist Italy as well as the chauvinist
pretentions of the Yugoslavs and Greeks to
Albanian territory. It established diplomatic
relations with the Soviet Unicn. But in foreign
affairs too, it yielded to British and U.S. impe-
rialist pressure.

The imperialists and the reactionary go-
vernments of the neighboring states launched
a wide campaign against the democratic move-
ment in Albania. Counting on their support,
the landlords and other reactionaries of the
country made preparations to suppress the
revolution.

On December 24, 1924, the Albanian coun-
ter-revoluticnary forces led by Ahmed Zogu,
coming mainly from Yugoslavia with the direct
support of the imperialists and reactionary
Serbian and White Russian forces, entered
Tirana and overthrew Fan Noli’s Government.
Ahmed Zogu’s regime came to power in Al-
bania.

The June Movement was an integral part
and active element of the powerful revolutio-
nary movement of peoples, which had begun
following the triumph of the October Revolu-
tion. But it triumphed at a time when the
reactionary and fascist forces in Europe. were
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on the offensive and the revolutionary move-
ment had begun to ebb. It was precisely at
this time that Albania became a revolutionary
hotbed in the Balkans. The significance of the
June Revolution transcended the borders of
our country. European communist and demo-
cratic circles showed particular interest towards
it, for they assessed aright its revolutionary,
. anti-feudal, and anti-imperialist nature. George
Dimitrov considered the suppression of this
revolution as the loss of one of the bases of
the revolutionary movement in the Balkans
and as an expansicn of the Balkan reactionary
front,

2. — THE BIRTH OF THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT

In January, 1925, the Zogite clique pro-
claimed Albania a Republic with Ahmed Zogu
as its President. In Septemter, 1928, the Repu-
blic was turned into a Monarchy, while Zog
proclaimed himself King of the Albanians.

The Economic and So- Zog's regime remai-
cial Plight of the Coun- ned from the begin-
try Under Zog’s Regime ning to the end a
ruthless anti-demo-
cratic dictatorship of the landlords and the
reactionary bourgeoisie,
The internal support of Zog’s regime came
from the reacticnary forces of the country: the
landlords, the big merchant bourgeoisie, the
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rural bourgeoisie, and the chieftains of the
highlands. These forces served as a social basis
during the whole 15-year existence of this
regime. ‘

Zog pursued an anti-popular and anti-
national internal and external policy. Zog's
dictatorship maintained intact the survivals
of feudal relations, consolidated landlord and
capitalist exploitation, set up a whole system
"of plundering the masses of the people. He
hindered economic and cultural development
leaving the country in backwardness and
ignorance.

Zog abolished all democratic institutions
and freedom, banned the formation of political
parties and organizations, and suppressed all
attempts of freedom of thought and organiza-
tion. He ruled by the method of terror and
combatted any progressive idea under the
banner of anti-communism.

The oppressive apparatus of the regime
was corrupt from top to bottom. It relied espe-
cially on the mercenary armed forces, the
gendarmerie and the police. The army had a
thoroughly anti-popular character and it was
maintained for protecting the bourgeois-land-
lord political regime from the revolt of the
working masses. All the armed forces were
trained and led by foreigners, agents of impe-
" rialism. '

Feeling insecure in power, the Zogite cli-
que sought the aid of imperialist states. At
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first it rewarded Yugoslavia for its aid by
giving away part of the territory of Albania.
Later it linked up with Italy and Britain, two
of the big imperialist Powers most interested
in the Balkans, in general, and in oxploiting
the subsoil riches of Albania, in particular.

Towards foreign capitalist Powers, Zog
pursued the «open door» policy. This policy
was gradually concentrated on close economic
and political ties with fascist Italy which made
every effort to place Albania completely under
its influence. These agreements paved the way
toc fascist colonization. As a powerful means
to place our country under economic and poli-
ticel bondage, the Italian financial groups set
up «The National Bank of Albania» and the
«SVEA» (the Association for the Economic
Development of Albania). The latter laid hands
on the most important mines, most of the
public works, the custom houses and nearly
~all the foreign trade of the country. Italian
capital infiltrated also into the light industry.
In 1938, Italy’s capital investments in Albania
mounted to 280,000,000 gold francs while the
annual budget was little more than 28,000,000
gold frcs. Their plundering aims were also ser-
ved by the high interest loans the Rome
Government made to the Zogite clique which
were used, first and foremost, for the personal
enrichment of Zog and his retinue. Thus,
Italian capital became the real master of the
national ecopomy of Albania. It turned the
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country into a market for the sale of industrial

.goods and a source of raw materials.

The economic agreements which paved the
way to the infiltration of Ttalian capital were
accompanied by political pacts like those of
Tirana of the years 1926 and 1927, which entit-
led Italy to protect Zog's regime from any
internal or external attack even by the force
of arms. These pacts hitched Zog's clique to
the charriot of fascist Italy. Albania was thus
being turned into a  semi-colony of Italian
imperialism.

The penetration of foreign capital into

. Albania gave a one-sided character io the eco-

nomy of the country. The Italian colonialist
policy, the pronounced survivals of feudalism
and the failure to encourage a naticnal econo-
mic policy caused the country to remain vir-
tually without industry. In 1938 Albania had
about 300 small factories and workshops which
for, the most part, engaged in processing agri-
cultural products, especially, flour, oil and
tobacco. Nearly half of them employed fewer
than 10 workers each. These factories, work-
shops, and mines, employed about 7,500 work-
ers all told. The working class by now had
increased to about 15,000 but it was scattered
and bound fto primitive forms of production.
Apprentices in handicrafts and trade made up
a good part of this number. Mass unemploy-
ment and the lack of any labor code enabled
the capitalist concerns and owners, backed by
the state apparatus to exploit the workers
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mercilessly. In enterprises employing Albanian
and foreign workers, the Albanians were su-
bjected to ruthless discrimination. For equal
work the Albanian worker was paid much less
than an Italian worker,

Capitalist relations were further developed

in agriculture as well. The well-to-do peasants
grew stronger and stronger as a result of the
further division of large estates and of the
continuocus tuination of the small landholders.
Nevertheless, they did not succeed in becoming
an advanced agrarian bourgeoisie. Capitalist
relations spread especially in state-owned farms
and in farms set up by foreign Italian capitalist
companies by confiscating the lands of tens
of peasant families. They employed some thou-
sands of farmhands.
- During Zog's regime, Albania remained
the most backward agrarian country in Europe.
In 1938, of the population engaged in material
production about 87% worked in agriculture
while only 13%, were engaged in industry and
in the other branches of our national economy;
industrial and handicraft production made up
only 9.8% of total production while income
derived from industiry represented 4.5%, of all
the national income. The capitalist form of
economy, which was mainly in the field of
- trade, did not succeed in becoming the domi-
nant form in the Albanian national economy.
Taxes were heavy and brought ruin to the
broad masses of people. Want and misery pre-
vailed throughout the country.
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Economic backwardness also brought with
it a pronounced cultural backwardness. More
than 80%, of the population were illiterate. The
number of schools was limited while higher
education and cultural and scientific institu-
tions were entirely lacking. No concern was
shown for public health. The people were
continuously afflicted with grave endemic
diseases.

The Formation of the The anti-popular and
Kor¢a Communist Group anti-national policy
: of Zog’s regime arou-
sed a. general dissatisfaction among the popular
masses. The struggle to solve the anti-impe-
rialist democratic tasks was again on the order
of the day. Conditions for a fresh upsurge of
the democratic movement had become very.
difficult because of the Zogite terror which
had burst forth throughout the country. In spite
of that the opposition to Zog did not cease. The
anti-Zog democratic forces carried on their
struggle in different forms.

The resistance of the. democratic forces
was now expressed especially in the revolu-
tionary acts of the peasants and workers. The
peasants of many districts rose against the vio-
lence of landlords who wanted to evict them
from their properties or appropriate their lands,
as well as against the heavy faxes. In certain
cases, this conflict developed into bloody cla-
shes with Zog's gendarmes.

The working class began to play a role of
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ever greater importance. Its ranks had been
swelléd by ruined peasants and handicraftsmen.
Most of them engaged in public works subsi-
dized by foreign (Italian) funds. As far back as
1925, these workers, ruthlessly exploited by
the entrepreneurs, raised their voice against
injustices, protested and went on strike.time
and again demanding that they be paid their
wages on time instead of one or more months
in arrears. In 1927, the workers employed by
the British concessionary oil companies and
the Selenica miners joined them in a strike
to demand higher wages. The intervention of
Zog's gendarmerie often forced them to return
to work without achieving their rights.

Some other workers’ -organizations were
also set up during this period. Such were: «The
Workers’ League» in Gjirokastra (1925), the
«Pérparimi» (= «Progress») association of iai-
lors in Tirana (1927), the «League of Tailors~
in Korgca (1927). These were associations of
apprentices whose objective was to develop
solidarity and organize mutual aid among
workers, to limit the power of what was left
of the merchant guilds, to settle conflicts
between apprentices and employers, etc. The
Korga «League» admitted also master artisans
to membership and tended towards reconciling
their interests with those of the apprentices.
Such associations could not and did not play
a significant role in organizing the workers’
movement. .

Right from the start the struggle of the
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‘peasants and city workers assumed an anti-

il ot

Zog character because Zog's regime put in
motion its military and police apparatus to
suppress by force every movement which
aimed at improving, no matter how slightly,
the miserable plight of the masses. But this
struggle was unorganized and developed spora-
dically because it lacked a revolutionary lea-
dership. :

The movement of the democratic forces,
the enlivement of the workers’ movement and
the general dissatifaction of the people towards
the regime had at last created the necessary
background for an organized communist mo-
vement. A significant role in this direction was

‘played by the Marxist literature which circu-

lated among workers, handicraftsmen and in-
tellectuals. This literature was brought from
outside by the Albanians who studied or work-
ed abroad and who had embraced communist
ideas and tried to propagate them.

In 1928, advanced elements among workers
and handicraftsmen set up the first communist

~cell in Korga. The cell members were not well

trained theoretically and politically, but they
realized the need for the organization of the
communist movement as an essential condition
for the successful development of the workers’
movement and of the fight of the popular
masses against the landlord-bourgeois regime.

Soon other cells had sprung up in Korga.
This called for a reorganization of the work.
In June 1929 a meeting of the representatives
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of the communist cells was called for this pur-
pose. At this meeting a managing committee
was set up headed by craftsman Mihal Lako.
A decisicn was taken at the meeting to work
to form new cells. The cells would spread
communist ideas through educational groups.
It was likewise decided at the meeting to get
in contact with the masses and the workers’
movement through the legal workers' associa-
tions. The task of the establishment of revolu-
tionary workers’ associations to demand econo-
mic and political rights was laid down for
this purpose.

The 1929, June meeting marks the creation
of the Communist Group of Korca and the
beginnings of the organized communist move-
ment. Under the direction of a committee
the Korca commumnist movement got well under-
way. Within a short time there were 8 cells
in operation totalling 40 members. Each of
them directed from 3 to 4 educational groups.

The Korca Communist Group was the first
revolutionary political organization of the Al-
banian working class, but it took only the
initial steps. The Group was still weak, not
well organized and lacking experience, The lite-
rature on communism which was studied by
the members of cells and sympathizers was
not all Marxist. It included Trotskyite and
anarchist material which spread ideological
confusion among its readers. Among these,
the most widespread were the archaeo-Marxist
publications of the organization of Greek Trot-
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skyite intellectuals. The archaeo-Marxist views

were adopted by certain elements who toock
part in the Korga Group. One of them, Niko
Xoxi, was a member of the managing com-
mittee. They professed Marxism in words but
in reality they distorted its basic theses and
struggled in every way against putting them

_into practice.

" The formation of the Korca Group coinci-
ded with the beginning of the economie crisis
of world capitalism, which had ruinous econo-
mic consequences in Albania as well. The land-
lords, and capitalist proprietors tried to throw
the whole burden of the crisis on the shoulders
of peasants and workers. Reduced prices for
agricultural products aggravated the plight of
the peasantry. This compelled many peasants
to abandon their lands and to look for means
of subsistance in the towns. Many artisans and
small merchants were ruined because they
could not find markets for their commodities.
At the same time, many workshops and fac-
tories suspended or restricted production. All
this brought about a tremendous increase in
the number of unemployed and a lowering of
wages. Therefore the workers’ movement of
strikes in defense of their rights assumed wider
proportions. In 1929, the builders at Librazhd,
the guarrymen at Shéngjin, the road builders
on the Kruja-Burrel highway and others went
on. strike. In 1930, the Dbuilders in -Tirana
clashed with the capitalist enterpreneurs..That
summer, the workers at the Vau Dejes work
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sites in Shkodra went on strike and so did
the copper miners in Puka, those working on
an irrigation canal in Kavaja, on a bridge near
Rubik and on the Sinanaj bridge near Tepe-
lena, the crews of the fishing boats and coastal
fisheries.

The worsening of the general economic
situation and the starvation suffered by the
poorer strata of the population greatly increa-
sed the dissatisfaction towards the regime.

The growth of the workers’ movement was
a good opportunity for the Korga Communist
Group to broaden its activity and to link itself
with the masses. But it kept aloof from this
movement because of its pronounced ideologi-
cal and organizational weaknesses. An impor-
tant change in the activity of this group was
made with the assistance of the prominent
communist militant Ali Kelmendi.

The Albanian Communist Efforts to organize
Movement and Comintern the Albanian Com-
munist Movement
were made out-
side the country also. The Communist Third
Internationale (Comintern) rendered valuable
aid through the Balkan Communist Federation
in organizing the Albanian revolutionary de-
mocrats who had been obliged to emigrate
after the suppression of the June Revolution
and the establishment of Zog’s dictatorship.
The lessons they drew from the 1924
events enabled the Albanian revolutionary de-
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mocrats to define correctly their general
political orientation on the international arena
where two antagonistic world forces — imperia-
lism and socialism — were in action. They turned
40 the Soviet Union, which they called «the
natural protector of all oppressed peoples», and
to the world communist movement. On March
1925, they formed in Vienna (Austria) the de-
mocratic organization known as the «Komiteti
Nacional Revolucionar» (KONARE) (= «The
Revolutionary National Committee»), while a
group of young revolutionaries, former mem-
bers of the «Bashkimi» association, went to
the Soviet Union. Some of them who had
embraced communist ideas enrolled in the
schools and political courses of the Comin-
tern to acquire Marxist-Leninist knowledge. In
August 1928 they formed the Albanian Commu-
nist Group in the Soviet Union centred in
Moscow. The VIIIth Balkan Communist Con-
ference, which was held that same year, instruc-
ted the Albanian communists to do a long and
careful preparatory work for setting up commu-
nist groups in Albania «to organize and unite
the most advanced elements among workers
and peasants» so that they may eventually form
the Albanian Communist Party.?!)

The Albanian Communist Group in the
Soviet Union drew up its own Constitution
which was approved by the Comintern. Accor-

1) George Dimitrov’s Letter addressed to the EC
of the Comintern, Sept. 12, 1929. (Central Archives of
the Party).
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ding to this Constitution, the Group’s principal
task was to work for the founding of the Alba-

nian Communist Party as the Albanian section -

of the Comintern.

In the «National Liberation Committeen
(KONARE’s new name after April 1927) ihe
Group set up at once its own communist frac-
tion which strove to keep alive the revolutio-
nary spirit of the organization and of its organ
«Liria Kombétare» (= «National Freedoms»).

In line with the Constitution the primary
task of the Albanian Communist Group in the
Soviet Union was to develop concrete revolu-
tionary work inside Albania and to help the
communist movement there. Among the commu-
nists who returned home for this purpose in
1930, the most prominent was Ali Kelmendi.

On his return home, Ali Kelmendi set to
work and created new underground communist
groups in Albania. He formed a communist cell
in Tirana and organized the communist fraction
in the «Perparimi» (= Progress) Association of
Tailors. On his initiative, communist cells were
set up also in Vlora, Kruja and Elbasan. In ge-
neral, these cells were small and unstable. Their
members were mainly elements of petly bour-
geois origin — teachers, employees, armymen,
and handicraftsmen lacking sound ideological
and political training.

Ali Kelmendi also established’ connections
with the Korca Communist Group in which
the situation was unsatisfactory. The Group
was locked in its own shell and the anti-
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Marxist elements in its ranks had begun to
erode it from within and paralyze its activity.

Ali Kelmendi helped the Korca Group to
pull itself out of this situation. He instructed
it to combine illegal with legal work, fo take
active part in the legal associations of workers
and artisans and to turn them info revolutio-
nary organizations, to extend its operations
into other cities and especially to work centers,
to transiate Marxist literature which would
help raise the ideological level of communists.
Although he was deported to different cities
by the Zogite authorities, Ali Kelmendi tried
to0 maintain connections with communist orga-
nizations and to give them all aid. His depor-
tation to Korga in 1932 enabled him to colla-
borate directly with the communist group
there. Ali Kelmendi’s speech at an enlarged
meeting of the managing committee which was
held in July 1932 opened clearer perspectives
to the group. The Korca Group adopted a soun-
der political and organizational platform. Con-
gsequently, its activity also entered a new phase
of development.

The First Workers’ Or- The communists were
ganizations Led by the engaged in rmuch
Communists more fruitful work

with the masses. The
continuation of the economic crisis created
favorable conditions for this kind of work.
Strikes by workers followed one after another.
The building workers continued to lead this
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movement. Therefore, it was natural for the
Korga Communist Group to direct its attention,
first and foremost, towards this category of
workers. On its initiative, the «PUNA~ (=
«Labor») Association was formed in Korga in
September 1933. Membership in this association
included not only workers but also master
builders of various categories who were exploi~
ted by the capitalist enterpreneurs. The «Punas
Association was led by the communist frac-
tion. Its chairman was Member of the Com-
mittee of the Korca Group  Pilo Peristeri.
Quickly the membership of this association
rose to about 500. The non-seasonal nature of
their job constituted a stable basis for the orga-
nization. To avoid persecution by the gendar-
merie, in its constitution approved by the
government, the «Puna-» Association was pre-
sented as a non-political aid society. But its
real program was approved at a semi-legal
meeting organized by the communists. Accor-
ding to this program, «Puna- was a revolu-
tionary organization to protect the rights of
workers which would, at the same time, fight
against Zog’s regime and for freedom and
democracy.

This initial success encouraged the commu-
nists of the Korca Group to extend their acti-
vity. Following the example set by «Puna-
and on the initiative of communists there were
sel up during 1834 Trade Unions of shoemakers,
tailors, motor vehicle drivers ete.

The Korca Communist Group exerted its
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influence also among the secondary school stu-
dents of the city who were imbued with pro-
gressive patriotic sentiments. The most revolu-
tionary elements among them even formed a
communist cell. ,

But the Group continued to confine itself
within the city. Its links with other communist
organizations were either weak or entirely
lacking. At the August, 1934 meeting it decided
to extend its communist activity to other towns
of the country, but no perceptible progress was
made in this direction.

The extension of the revolutionary activity |

of the Korca Group was accompanied by a shar-
pening of the ideclogical conflicts within its
ranks. The Trotskyite elemenis launched a
fierce attack against Ali Kelmendi’s line and
against the more sound elements of the Group,
They did their uttermost to hinder the exten-
sion of the influence of communists among
the masses. Their chief representative Niko
Xoxi aimed at seizing the leadership of the
Group and at compelling it to adopt Trotskyite
views. In order to justify his hostile work,
Niko Xoxi propagated far and wide «the theory
of cadres» borrowed from Greek archae-
Marxists. According to this «theory», the
communists should not act, should not approach
the masses and organize them, but they should
shut themselves up in their cells and engage
only in theoretical education.

The Korca Group could not successfully
develop its activity without dealing a hard
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blow at Trotskyite Niko Xoxi. Therefore, the

. enlarged meeting of the Managing Committee

decided to expel him from its ranks but did
not deprive him of his membership in the
Group. This halfway measure allowed him and
the other archaec-Marxist elements to intensify
their divisive hostile activity within the Group
and among the members of workers’ associa-
tions. It was only through great clarifying
efforts of the sounder communists that Niko
Xoxi was almost completely isolated.

Participation of Commu- The Communist
nists in Democratic anti- movement had al-
Zog Movement ready spread to a
number of cities
in Albania: New communist organizations were
set up during the 1934-1935 period in Tirana,
Shkodra, Fier, Vlora, Elbasan and Giirokastra,
But these organizations were not made up of
workers either. They were small and, in gene-
ral, operated in isolation from one another.
They spread communist ideas but their propa-
ganda work was limited, sporadic and detached
from the political and economic problems facing
the country. The ranks of the new organiza-
tions, especially in Tirana, contained also a few
communist officers.
' There was very favorable ground for the
development of the communist movement in
Albania due, as Ali Kelmendi wrote at the

" time:
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«to the spirited and irreconcilable
nature of the struggle of the people
against the regime, on the one hand,
and to the treachery, irresoluteness
and inactivity of the politicians of
other trends, on the other1)

In these circumstances the consolidation
of the communist movement could be brought
about by establishing sound links among the
various communist organizations and by organi=
zing a wide democratic, anti-Zog and anti-
imperialist movement among the workers,. pea-
sants, armymen and youth, who made up the
overwhelming majority of the population and
who suffered deeply the consequences of Zog’s
anti-popular and anti-national policy.

Although the National Liberation Commit-
tee, which had taken upon itself the obligation
to organize the anti-feudal and anti-fascist
movement, had done good propaganda work
through the press and leaflets, it had remained
an organization of political exiles and had not
established a foothold within Albania itself.
Illegal work under Zog's oppressive regime
demanded great sacrifice which the leaders
of the organization were not ready to make.
On . the other hand, the communists inside
Albania in general had not attained ideclogi-
cal maturity enough to understand the urgent

1) A. Kelmendi: Report sent to Comintern on
Dec. 14, 1936 (Central Archives of the Party),
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need of setting up a broad democratic and anti-
imperialist movement. It was only the hatred
of Zog's regime and their patriotism that
brought the communists into active participa-
tion in the anti-Zog movement during the 1934-
35 peried.

In 1934, the relations between Albania and
Italy became very tense. Seeking to turn Alba-
nia inte a semi-colony of its own as quickly
as possible and to exert pressure on Zog to
capitulate, the Rome Government dispatched
its navy to Durres. Zog's yielding to Italy’s
pressure gave impetus to the anti-Zog move-
ment. As far back as April in 1934, a group of
former officers and bourgeois intellectuals had
formed a secret organization whose alm_was
to overthrow the Zog Monarchy, to establish
a republican regime and to eliminate Italian
intervention in Albania. This organization had

confined its activity to military circles and

bourgeois intellectuals. Fascist agents also
joined its ranks with the intention of turning
the movement to the advantage of fascism.
The Tirana communist organization and a
number of communist officers known for their
anti-Zog militancy also joined this secret orga-
nization.

The Korga Communist Group also took up

the question of pbarticipating in the secret

organization at its 1934 August meeting. It
decided to exploit this occasion in faver of the
anti-Zog democratic movement and, .if the
uprising broke out, to take part in it as an

47




independent force with its own program. This
program envisaged: the proclamation of the
people’s democratic republic; the abrogation
of all enslaving agreements with fascist Italy;
the abolition of monopolies and concessions;
an amnesty for political offenders. But the

Korca Group did not set to work to broaden
the anti-Zog movement and exert its influ-"

ence in it. It maintained a wait-and-see attitude
and envisaged acting around its program only
when the uprising had triumphed, by taking
over power in the city of Korca where it enjoy-
ed more influence among the masses.

The ranks of the anti-Zog movement

were further strengthened by the help rende-
red by communist Riza Cerova who had retur-
ned from the Soviet Union in March 1935.
He strove to draw the Skrapar and Mallakas-
tra peasants into the movement.

Zog's government scented the movement
and began to take measures. The chiefs of the
movement were compelled to start the uprising
ahead of schedule, on August 14, 1935, in Fier.
However, it was soon suppressed by the go-
vernment forces. Lack of organization and the
premature start of the uprising gravely jeopar-
dized the plan of operations. The forces led by
Riza Cerova failed to attain their objective. Riza
Cerova fell fighting against Zog's gendarms,
convinced, as he had written to his family, that
the people would be free only when the exploi-
ting classes were overthrown,
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The Fier uprising failed. It was foredoom-
ed to failure because it lacked a sound revolu-
tionary leadership, it lacked organization and
because it was detached from the urban and
rural masses of the people who had not been
prepared for an uprising. The bourgeois anti-
Zogite opposition showed itself entirely incapa-
ble of organizing and leading a broad popular
movement. Moreover, the movement had 3
medley of reactionary fascist elements in its
ranks who tried to wutilize it as a means to
carry out fascist Italy’s plans towards Albania.
The communists who took part in the move-
ment, although determined to carry it through
to the end, did not succeed in becoming the
leadership of the movement, in making all-
round preparations for it or in issuing a clear-
cut political program. All this resulted in tur-
ning the uprising into a mere putsch. Never-
theless, it was a manifestation of indignation
and dissatisfaction against the oppressive land-
lord-bourgeois regime. It was of political signi-
ficance and its echo reached beyond the coun-
try’s boundaries. Public opinion among demo-
crats inside Albania and abroad rose against
the terrorist measures of reprisal that Zog
undertook after the suppression of the uprising.
On the other hand, the uprising, as Ali Kel-
mendi wrote, was «the ordeal by fire
and ‘the touchstone» for the Albanian
communists. He added, «They passed this
test with honor and showed themselves to
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be worthy brothers of the communists of other
lands» 1)

3, — GROWTH OF THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT
AND THE STRUGGLE AGAINST THE. FASCIST
DANGER DURING THE 1935-1939 PERIOD

The period from 1930 to 1940 witnessed
major transformations in the economic and
political life of the Soviet Union and the capi-
talist world. For the Soviet Union this was the
period of the struggle for the construction of
socialist society. Guided by their Communist
Party with J. V. Stalin at the head, the Soviet
people turned their country into a major indus-
trial Power with advanced collectivized agricul-
ture. The triumph of the socialist order in the
Soviet Union was of world historical signifi-
cance.

On the other hand, the deep economic crisis
of the period from 1929 to 1933 had shaken
the very foundations of the capitalist world
and had greatly aggravated the contradictions
which were eroding it from within. In order
to pull itself out of this predicament, the
imperialist bourgeoisie of many countries
supported the spread of fascism and the esta-
blishment of fascist regimes, that is, the most
reactionary, terrorist and chauvinist dictator-

1) A. Kelmendi: Report to Comintern on . Dec,
14, 1936. Central Archives of the Party.
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ship of financial capital. The advent to power
of the nazis in 1933 created a dangerous hotbed
of war in Germany. The fascists launched a
frenzied attack on the workers’, communist and
democratic movements and made feverish pre-
parations for aggressive wars. The danger of
another world war became greater with the
attack of militarist Japan on China in 1932
and fascist Italy on Ethiopia in 1935.

The world was threatened by the fascist
danger, by the danger of a second world war,
The so-called «democratic» Western Powers like
Britain, France and USA took no effective
measures to ward off this danger but aided
the militarization of the fascist countries and,
through their ill-famed «non interventions
policy, encouraged fascist aggression with a
view to directing it against the Soviet Union.

Only the Soviet Government and the Commu-
nist Parties of the different countries struggled
with all their might to restrain the aggressors,

The VIIth Congress The new situation crea-
of the Communist ted by the danger of
Internationale fascism set new tasks

for the World Commu-
nist Parties. The VIIth Congress of the Commu-
nist Internationale meeting in Moscow in July
1935 stressed the need to intensify the battle
against the onslaught of capital and fascism.
In connection with this, the Congress set the
task of striving to set up a unified front of the
working class against fascism, by securing the

51




unity of action of the workers and, on - this
basis, to form the broad anti-fascist people’s
front. In order to accomplish these tasks and
penetrate among the broad masses of workers,
it was necessary for the communist parties to
surmount a range of weaknesses such as the
survivals of sectarian traditions, to change the
methods of agitation and propaganda, which
were in most cases of an abstract nature, and
to make them as concrete as possible by linking
them with the direct needs and day to day
interests of the masses. The Congress called on
all the peoples to mobilize their forces to aid
the countries fighting for their independence
against the imperialist yoke.

The resolutions of the VIIth Congress of
the Comintern mark a new stage in the fur-
ther development of the international commu-
nist and workers’ movement. Their creative
implemention under the specific conditions of
each country paved the way for the commu-
nists to take the lead among the broad masses
of the people and to become the principal gui-
ding force of the democratic and anti-impe-
rizlist workers movement.

These resolutions drew the peoples’ atten-
tion to the danger of fascism and pointed out
the course they should pursue to prevent its
_advent to power. They were of major impor-
tance to all countries and, especially, to those
countries like Albania which were directly
menaced by fascism.
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Communists in the Lead TUnder the pressu~
of the Growing Revolutio- re of fascist Italy
nary Movement on Albania, in

March 1936, Zog
concluded the Italian-Albanian agreements
which marked a big step in the further subju-

+ gation of Albania by fascist Ifaly.

In these circumstances, in Albania, in addi-
tion to the fight against oppressive capitalist
exploitation and Zog's regime, that against the
fascist enslavers wasever growing in importance.

The Albanian bourgeoisie was closely bound
to Zog's regime and could not lead the struggle to - 3
safeguard the freedom and independence of - °

the country although it had economic contradic-
tions with Italian monopoly capital. Even those
bourgeois democratic forces which continued
their struggle against Zog’s regime and against
subjugation to Italy after the failure of the
Fier uprising, were no longer capable of lea-
ding the anti-Zogite and anti-faseist movement
because of their lack of determination and
organization.

The communists were now the only revo-
lutionary force which could lead the popular
masses in the struggle to attain democratic -
rights and safeguard the freedom and indepen- - -
dence of the country.

The Fier uprising had shaken the Zogite
regime and had discredited its policy. The King
was compelled, as Ali Kelmendi wrote, «to

resort to a demagogical maneuver {o gain time, . .4

to recuperate from the blow he had received -
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and to prepare a second attack against the
people». In October 1935, he appointed a new
«liberal» government which made high-flown
promises of reforms.

The policy of the new government aimed
at consolidating Zoeg's regime, but the wvery
limited freedoms it proclaimed were used by,
the communists to extended their organizing
of the working class and to spread their influ-
ence among the broad masses of people.

In the fall of 1935, the movement startad
at the most important work center of the coun-
try, namely, Kucova (now Stalin-city) run by
the concessionary company AIPA (the Italian
oil company in Albania). About 1,600 Albanian
workers were employed in extracting oil and in
the auxiliary secfors of the oil field. As far
back as 1934, a clandestine nucleus to organize
the trade union of the oil workers had been
formed on the initiative of the communists. In
October 1935 it formed the «Puna» association.
At the beginning it had about 700 members but
one year later this number had risen to over
1,500. In November it was recognized by the
government. Although the Constitution stipula-
ted that «Puna» was established to «safeguard
- the dignity and the interests of its members and
to help them morally and materially», in order
to avoid any obstruction from the government,
it was at once turned into a revolutionary anti-
Zogite and anti-fascist workers' organization.

_ Even prior to receiving official recognition
the «Puna» association of Kugova, presented to
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the government and parliament a petition
requesting the establishment of the 8-hour
workday, measures to improve the conditions
of lodging, food, and hygiene, as well as certain
measures of social insurance. The workers
demanded also that they should not be com-
pelled by the foreign proprietors to give the
fascist salute. When the representative of the
government sent to Kucova rejected the
demands of the workers, they  protested by
launching a short strike and a demonstration
against him. With the government’s support,
AIPA  sacked the leaders and other activists
of the association. As an open anti-Albanian
reprisal, AIPA declared November 28, 1935,
the Day of Independence, as a workday, On
this day the «Puna- association organized g
powerful manifestation directed mainly against
the Italian fascists.

The ranks of organizations created on the
Initiative of the communists and led by them,
increased in December 1935 with the formation
of «the League of the Private Employees of
Korca». Its membership was made up of workers
and employees of trade, bakeries, restaurants,
banks, ete. Since it was not officially authori-
zed, the League began to work in semi-legality.

The Communists were placed at the head
of the working class movement, and the peo-
ple’s anti-Zogite movement, which, in 1936,
entered a new stage of development,

In January of that year the "Puna’ associa-
tion decided to take strike action to win its
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dermands. The first to strike were 400 workers
building the oil pipe-line to the «Uj€t e Ftohté»
(Cold Springs) in Vlora. This strike was follo-
wed by that of the workers at the Kugova elec-
tric power station, and, on February, 11 it took
the character of a general strike. To suppress the
strike the government dispatched a large con-
tingent of gendarms headed by the Minister of
Interior himself, who arrested 60 of the most
advanced workers and deporied 300 others to
various other cities. The general sirike was
suppressed after three days by the interven-
tion of the gendarmerie. The «Puna- associa-
tion practically ceased to exist.

Although it failed, this general strike had
a major significance. It was a revolutionary
school for the workers. On the other hand, it
compelled the government to demand, at least
formally, that the enterpreneurs create more
suitable working conditions.

" Parallel with this, a powerful movement
of protest against famine and against the
Zogite regime was spreading in the other
regions of the country. In the fall of 1935 hun-
ger had reached its height. Thousands of people
were threatened with famine. The army of the
unemployed had increased by leaps and bounds.
The discontent and indignation of the people
of various walks of life, especially of the
masses of the urban and rural poor, was direc-
ted, first and foremost, against the grain specu-
lators with whom the high functionaries of
the regime collaborated. An active role in this
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movement was played by the handicraftsmen
who were being ruined by the competition of
industrial production. Their struggle was nou-
rished by petty bourgeois illusions of perpetuat-
ing small-scale production and putting a stop
to factory production. Although these demands
were utopian, the handicraftsmen’s movement
was in essence a movement directed against the
misery which had belallen the country.

The Korga Communist Group managed to
take advantage of the situation created to lead
. the popular masses and to impart to their
struggle a political character. The communist
fraction of the builders’ «Puna» association, of
the asscciation of shoemakers, tailors, and
others, got busy organizing the movement, in
making it a more compact movement of the
masses and in directing it against the Zogite
regime. On February 21, 1936, there broke out
in Korca the mass demonstration which has
gone down in history as the «Demonstration
for Bread~. Bloody clashes with the gendarme-
rie did not prevent the workers and handicrafts-
men, who were joined by the secondary school
students, from staging another demonstration
in the afternoon. The clashes with the gendar-
mes assumed a more bitter character.

The demonstration for bread in Korca was
the first popular anti-Zog mass action organi-
zed and led by the communists, Although
suppressed, it caused a big sensation throughout
the country and sowed panic among the autho-
rities and the ruling class. On the other hand,
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it inspired the masses of the people in other
districts by its example, Hunger demonstrations
broke out also in Gjirokastra, Saranda, Lesko-
vik, Bilisht, Pogradec and Berat. The discontent
of the masses towards Zog’s regime was expres-
sed also by the popular demonstrations which
took place in Vlora in July 1936, and in Elba-
san in October of the same year.

In September 1938, Ali Kelmendi was
expelled from the country by Zog’s government.
Before departing, in Gjirokastra he met Enver
Hoxha who had just returned to Albania and
who distinguished himself as an active commu-
nist militant.

The Communist-led The 1936 events testi-
Press fied to the spreading of

the influence of the
communists among the masses, but on a national
level these successes were still very limited. The
communists carried out their political work of
exposing Zog's regime and its anti-people and
anti-national policy only through agitation
among individuals. Rigorous Zogite censorship
prevented them from expressing their views
openly through the press. Nevertheless, they
succeeded in having their writings of a pro-
gressive democratic nature published in the
bourgeois press organs. In 1834 and 1935, the
communist fraction of the Commitiee for Natio-
nal Liberation had published iwo pamphlets
depicting the whole roftenness and reactio-
nary character of Zog’s regime. These publica-
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tions included a new program of the popular
movement in Albania which envisaged the
organization of the armed uprising of the popu-
lar masses led by the working class to over-
throw Zog's regime and establish the People's
Republic. The Albanian Communist Group in
Lyons (France), on its part, had hegun to
publish «Populli», a militant anti-Zog paper
which was later replaced by «Sazani». But
these materials were confined in Albania mainlv
to a narrow circle of intellectuals.

The need to give wider publicity to the
democratic, anti-feudal, and anti-imperialist
ideas within the country made it necessary
for the communists to use new forms of agi-
tation. They had begun to utilize with success
the cultural and artistic associations. The «Besa
Shqiptare» (= «Albanian Fidelity~} Association,
founded by the students of the Shkodra Gym-
nasium as far back as 1929 and the dramatic
group of the «Puna~» Association in Korgca won
great popularity through their performances
of plays of patriotic, democratic, and anti-im-
perialist content. In addition, the various
communist organizations got busy in publishing
legal organs which would beceme tribunes
for them and the progressive elements of the
country. The communists of the Tirana and
Korca organizations immediately took advan-
tage of the situation created by the advent
to power of the <liberal- government and
published such organs which exerted a wide
influence throughout the country.

29




Of these, the publication that lasted lon-
gest was the review «Bota e Re» (= «The New
World») first published in April 1936. Although
it was written in Aesopian language to escape
the censorship, the «Bota e Re» in communist
hands became a powerful weapon for critici-
zing the regime in power and the ills of Alba-
nian society in general. It waged a bitter battle
against the reactionary fascist ideology and
treated the basic social and political problems
facing the people in a revolutionary democra-
tic spirit, calling on Albanian democratic public
opinion to strive to solve them. The «Bota e Re~
became the favorite organ of the democratic
youth and intellectuals whom it imbued with
love for the working people and hatred towards
the exploiting classes of the country.

The Multiplication Of The revolutionary
Communist Organiza- events of the years
tions. The Shkodra Com- 1935 and 1936 were
munist Group an important success
for the communist

movement, but, at the same time, they had
revealed a series of shortcomings in the orga-
nization of the workers’ and anti-Zog move-
ment. The first obvious task was to spread
the communist movement all over the country,
_ to establish sounder relations among the orga-

nizations and to coordinate their activities.

For this purpose in December 1936, the
Korga Communist Group set up a new Mana-
ging Committee charged with the task of
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developing activities in all the districts of the
country. This Committee’s aim was to become
the guiding center of the Albanian communist
movement. But it did not attain this objective.
New organizations of the Kor¢ca Group were
set up only in Berat and in Tirana, where
the typographers also formed their own asso-
ciation. The work accomplished by this Commit-
tee in the various districts of the country
was of a superficial and sporadic character,
Recruitment of new elements was not on the
basis of a thorough acquaintance with them.
This was how anti-Marxist elements entered
the ranks of the organization and caused da-
mage to the communist movement.
Meanwhile, a new important center of the
Albanian communist ‘'movement was forming
in Shkodra. The first communist organization
founded there as far back as 1934 had exten-
ded its field of operations. New cells and
groups of sympathizers were set up. The
‘Shkodra Communist Group extended its juris-
diction to Tirana, Elbasan, Gjirokastra, Korca
and elsewhere. Regional Committees were set
up in 1937 in Shkodra and Tirana for the pur-

pose of directing these organizations. The

chairman of the group was Zef Mala, an
intellectual with distorted theoretical views
and seriously lacking political clarity.

The activity of the group among the
masses was confined to school and handicraft
circles and to a few work centers. Its most
outstanding achievements were the creation
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of the youth organizations in Shkodra and
Tirana and the carpenters association in Tirana.

The Shkodra Group lacked a clear, defined
political line, a clear-cut organizational form,
sound discipline and secrecy among its ranks.
The cells which, in general, were made up of
three members, engaged mainly in their own
theoretical studies. The literature in use for
this purpose, which included a nurmber of -the
classic works of Marxism-Leninism, helped
spread communist ideas. But Trotskyite and
anarchist literature also circulated among the
organizations of the Shkodra Group, just as
in other groups.

In its course of development, the Alba-
nian communist movement came up against
serious obstacles caused by the Trotskyites.
Coming from Athens to Albania at the begin-
ning of 1937, Andrea Zisi (under the pseudonym
«Zjarri» = «Fire~) claimed that he was the
chairman of the so-called «Albanian Commu-
nist Parfy» formed in Greece and allegedly
recoghized by the Comintern. In fact, he was
the leader of a Trotskyite group set up in
Athens in 1936 and known by the name
«Zjarri». A. Zisi had undertaken the task of
merging the Albapian communist groups with
his «party~» and force them to accept his anti-
Marxist line, The Korca Group gave no recog-
nition to the A. Zisi’s «party» and expressed
its willingness to collaborate with him provided
he accepted the Group’s platform. Meanwhile,
A. Zisi esiablished links with factionist Niko

62




Xoxi with whom he found 3 common language.
The two coordinated their efforts to fight the
Korca Communist Group.

Aristidh Qendro, on his part, had begun
to engage in hostile activity against the commu-
nist movement in Tirana. Formally he figured
as a member of the Kor¢a Group. Lack of
control by the leaders of the Group had enab-
led him to act without being exposed. On
behalf of the Group he had recruited a number
of members in Tirana whom he imbued with
his own anti~-Marxist views, By 1937, these
had completely degenerated into a group of
Trotskyites.

It was at this time that the Shkodra Group
made its initial efforts to link up with the
Korga Group. In a letter addressed to the
Kor¢a communists in 1937 it asked them,
as the more experienced, to help in matters
of organization. The readiness shown by the
Korca Group to help was sabotaged by N,
Xoxi. Posing as the representative of the Korca
Communist Group, he had informed the Shko-
dra Group of the creation of «the Albanisn
Communist Party» in Greece and of the immi-
nent arrival of «its Central Committee- in
Albania. Niko Xoxi accused the Tleaders of
the Korca Group and Ali Kelmendi of being
nationalists and splitters of the communist
movement. His views found favorable soil
among the leaders of the Shkodra Group among
whom ideological unclarity prevailed. Zef Mala
and Niko Xoxi became, in fact, the principal
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leaders of the group. The approach and colla-
boration between these two main communist
groups was undermined.

This split greatly jeopardized the commu-
nist movement and, consequently, the revolu-
tionary democratic movement as a whole. It
was in this plight when the frenzied anti-
communist campaign broke out following the
advent to power of the new reactionary govern-
ment in November 1936. This government
resorted to brutal persecutions against the
communists and all the progressive elements.
It dissolved the workers’ associations, prohibi-
ted the formation of new associations and per-
mitted only the formation of workers’ corpora-
tions of the fascist type under the direct super-
vision of government authorities. Progressive
publications were banned and strict censorship
was imposed on all books and organs of the
press published in the country or brought from
outside. In 1937, Zog imprisoned most of the
communist officers.

Zog's government, on the other hand, had
allowed the spread of fascism far and wide
in Albania. Mussolini’s special envoys set to

fascist pattern. In Korca, they set up «the
committee of action- composed of Albanian
fascist elements, and throughout the country
they organized a wide network of agents whose
duty it was to pave the way to the complete
enslavement of the country by Italy. The
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reactionary  Catholic clergy had a special
mission in the achieving of this end.

Zog unreservedly supported the counter-
revolutionary uprising which had broken out
in Spain in 1936 and recognized Franco's fascist
government.

Zog's deeply reactionary and pro-fascist
policy aroused great concern among the Alba-
nian communists and patriots for the future
of the country’s independence. They were beco-
ming more and more aware of the fascist
danger to Albania and all the peoples of the
world. In this direction, the resolutions of the
Vilth Congress of the Comintern were of great
assistance. The Albanian communists conside-
red the just war of the Spanish people as a war
in defense of the interests of Albania as well.
Their hatred towards fascism and their spirit
of proletarian internationalism was expressed
with special force by the Albanian communists
end anti-fascists through their willingnessto go
to Spain as volunteers. As far back as 1936, the
Communist Groups sent members there to fight
side by side with the Spanish people. The
Albanian volunicers, among whom were
Mehmet Shehu, Asim Vokshi, Thimjo Gogozoto,
Ramiz Varvarica, Zef Hoti, Musa Fratari and
others fought courageously against fascism in
the ranks of the International Brigades. Many
of them fell martyrs in the field of battle
while Teni Koncmi, member of the leadership

of the Kor¢a Communist Group, was murdered

by the fascists before setting foot on Spanish soil.
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The New Line of the In circumstances of the
Albanian Communist increasing fascist dan-
Movement ger for Albania, it be-

came imperative for the
communist groups not only to collaborate
more closely, but also to re-organize all their
work to comply with the resolutions of the
VIIth Congress of the Communist Internationale.
The first attempts to carry out the new line of
the Comintern were made by the Albanian
communists abroad. On the initiative of the
communist fraction of the National Liberation
Committee in Paris, there was set up in March,
1936, the «Democratic Front» of the political
organizations of Albanian exiles. But the con-
servative section of the anti-Zog bourgeoisie
in exile, represented at this front by the
Bashkimi Kombétar {(= «National Union»), had
degenerated politically and was incapable of
undertaking patriotic and revolutionary actions.
The result was that the «Democratic Fronts
was soon dissolved.

The communist groups within the country
had not yet established regular communications
with the Comintern because here was no offi-
cially recognized party. Nevertheless, the Co-
mintern was now and then informed of the
activily of the communist groups in Albania by
Ali Kelmendi and the Albanian communists
residing in France.

In December 1936, Ali Kelmendi subrmttec!
a report at a meeting of the Albanian commu-
nist activists working abroad. This meeting was
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called together in Mt cow on the initiative.
of the Balkan Section of the Comintern
for the purpose of analyzing the situation in
the Albanian communist ‘movement and of
determining the tasks that lay before it in the
light of the directives of the VIIth Congress
of the Comintern. Ali Kelmendi called for an
intensification of the work to organize and
set up a communist party. An important mea-
sure in this regard would be to set up an orga-
nizational center in Albania which would
rely on the existing groups and, pri-
marily, on the Korca group. The duty
of this center would be «to consolidate
and guide the existing communist groups, to
organize the communist movement throughout
Albania as well as 1o call a Constituent Con~
gress of the Communist Party of Albania»1)..
Ali Kelmendi considered it necessary to have
an. independent communist organization which
would lead the trade union and anti-fascist
movement, On the Iinitiative and under
the pguidance of the communists, an un-
derground and ceniralized organization of a
democratic and anti-fascist character should be
set up to fight against Zog's regime and the
Italian imperialists, to establish a democratic
republic, and to annul the enslaving agree-
ments with fascist Italy. A popular front would
be set up on the basis of this organization.

1) A. Kelmendi. Report to the Comintern, 14th
December, 1936. Central Archives of the Party.
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After examining the report, the meeting
took decisions which were also approved by
the Comintern. In line with these decisions,
a clandestine organization of a democratic and
anti-fascist character was to be set up in
Albania. It would be under the leadership of a
Central Committee composed of communists
and patriotic nationalists. The communist
nucleus of this committee would be made up
of five persons who would work on the spot.
This organization would serve as a vantage
point for the establishment of the popular
front. With regard to the communist organiza-
tions, Comintern proceeded from the fact that
the old cells were detached from the masses
and shut in their own shell and, as such, they
were incapable of carrying out the new line.
Therefore, they and their leading forums should
be temporarily dissolved and re-organized on
a party basis after having established sound
foundations among the masses by working
through the legally authorized associations.
Contacts among communists should.be personal.
The functions of the communist organizing
center should be exercised by the communist
nucleus of the Central Committee pending the
formation of the party. The minimum program
of the communists, which would also be the
political platform of the new organization, con-
sisted of two principal tasks, namely, (a) the
struggle in defense of national rights and (b)
the struggle in defense of democratic. rights,
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based on the most elementary demands of the
masses of the people. For the defense of natio-
nal independence, the new organization would
collaborate with all classes, social strata and
elements who were in favor of the struggle
against fascist bondage. The propagation of the
new line would be done by a clandestine paper
which would be published by the communists.

Ali Kelmendi and Kogo Tashko were char-
ged with transmitting these instructions to Al-
bania. Ali Kelmendi went to France to make
arrangements to enter his homeland. While
there, he had to do a lot of persuasive work
among the Albanian communists and exiles
to carry out the new line. He devoted special
attention to exposing the hostile activity of a
member of the communist fraction of the Natio-
nal Liberation Committee, Llazar Fundo, who
tried to wreck the whole work done by the
Albanian communists in France. Llazar Fundo
sabotaged the work of sending Albanian volun-
teers to Spain to fight against fascism and,
finally, came out in the open against the Soviet
Union taking under his protection the Bukha-
rinites, Trotskyites, and other hostile elements
condemned by the Communist (Bolshevik)
Party of the Soviet Union. He was condemned
as a traitor to communism, as an agent pro-
vocateur of imperialism, and was expelled from
the ranks of the Albanian communist move~
ment.

Illness prevented Ali Kelmendi from return-

69




e R

ing to his home country to carry out the
mission entrusted to him. He died in Paris
on February 11, 1939.

Attempts to Carry Out The Korca Group
the New Line in Albania was the first to learn
of the new instruc-
tions of the Comintern in the fall of 1937.
After studying the new line, the leaders of this
Group accepted it as a platform for their fur-
ther activity, although they had some reser-
vations about dissolving the communist cells
and committees and hesitated at first to carry
it out. The Group appointed its own represen-
tative in the communist nucleus of the Central
Committee. It decided to put the new instruc-
tions into practice, intensifying the work with
the masses in legally set up organizations like
the handicraftsmen’s associations, county, muni-
cipal and chamber of commerce councils, among
para-military groups, students’ out-of-school
associations, in the legal press organs, etc.
From the beginning, the spread of the new
line in the other communist organizations of
the country came up against the obstruction
of the leaders of the Shkodra Group. Zef Mala
and Niko Xoxi rejected the new line, saying
that, in principle, they were for direct social
-and not for national revolution, that they were
" opposed to imperialism but urwilling to colla-
borate with the nationalists, that they were in
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" favor of direct action when the time came, and
not of dilatory and round-about actions, and
S0 on. ‘

The new line was opposed also by the
Tirana Trotskyite organization headed by
Aristidh Qendro who, like Zef Mala, considered
collaboration with patriotic nationalists and the
" establishment of the People’s Front as a betray-
al to the working class.

The political and ideological enlightenment
of the communists, exposure' of Trotskyites,
and the incorporation of the sound communist
forces into a single Albanian communist parly
required hard and persistent work. But those
who took this task upon themselves recoiled
before difficulties. The communist nucleus in
the Central Committee of the new organization
which was to be formed never acted as such
at any ftime. Its members were not people
prepared to make sacrifices. Koco Tashko him-
self, who had brought the new directives and
had the main responsiblity for applying them,
proved to be quite incapable, from the political
and organizational point of view, of carrying
them out.

The Korga Group, on their part, remained
confined to their city. In March 1938, they
dissolved their cells. This caused some confu-
sion and disintegration among the communists
who considered the cell as the most suitable
form in which to be educated with the Marxist
jdeology and to examine collectively the pro-
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blems of the workers’ movement. Nevertheless,
both before the dissolution of cells and after,
the communists of the Group did their best
to carry out the new line in Korca and scored
important success. They assumed the leader-
ship of the city’s democratic movement and
extended their influence among the masses
ol the people who considered the communists
as the most resolute champions of the people’s
interests. This became evident in the elections
to county councils, to the council of the cham-
ber of commerce, to the «Rinia Korgare»
(= «Kor¢a Youth») out-of-school organization
etc, and especially, at the municipal elections.
The communists presented the list of candida-
tes of the democratic bloc, which included side
by side with them also progressive bourgeois
elements, for the new municipal council, In
the June elections, the communists scored a
brilliant victory. The democratic bloe won 869/,
of the votes, against the list sponsored by the
capitalist group of the «General Electric Com-
pany», although the latter spent large sums of
money for elections and had the powerful back-
ing of the State organs. With their work the
communists shook the masses of electors out
of the political lethargy and indifference into
which they had sunk, and involved them actively
in the political life of the city. The new muni-
cipal council of Kor¢a led by the communists
took a number of steps of a democratic nature
which were unprecedented in the practice of
the municipal councils of the country. It held
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open meetings so that the electors might super-
vise its activity, it rid the municipal adminis-
trative apparatus of reactionary employees and
replaced them with communists and democrats.
It used part of the municipal funds to give
financial aid to the poor and to build streets,
aqueducts etc, in the city quarters of the
poor. It brought charges in court against the
«General Electric Company» with a view to
annuiling the  concession it had obtained
through bribery, etc.

The democratic bloc put forward by the
branch of the Korca Communist Group in
Durrés also won at the municipal elections held
in July that year in that city. There were
similar successes in Gjirokastra and Peqin.

The Disputes Between The Korca Group
the Korca Group and atiached special im-
that of Shkodra Become portance to the strug-
More Acute gle against fascism

_ which was jeopardiz-
ing the freedom and independence of the
country. This struggle was a fundamental stra-
tegic task of the communists. The «Pérpara» (=
«Forward») illegal organ which the Group star-
ted to publish in autumn 1937, for the purpose
of educating its members and propagating the
new line, denounced fascism as a regime of
exploitation, oppression and war, laid bare the
true features of the initiators of the fascist
movement in Albania and of their supporters —
the landlords, the upper merchant class and
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usurers — and exposed them as enemies to
the people. This periodical warned the commu-
nists against the fascist danger threatening the
country and called on them to muobilize the
people in struggle against it. The Korga Group
did not confine themselves to propagating the
jdea of setting up a broad anti-fascist move-
ment, but resorted to direct action as well.
In 1938, the communists engaged in street
fighting with the members of the «Fascist
Committee» operating in Albania. They frus-
trated all attempts to organize our youth on
Italian fascist lines.

The Kor¢ca Group pursued a correct gene-
ral line towards the internal problems of the
country. In conformity with the resolutions
of the VII Congress of the Comintern, in
their periodical «Pérpara» they expounded in
theory the necessity for the communists to esta-
blish close links with the broad masses, to lead
the masses in their day to day struggle for
their most elementary political and economic

rights, and to set up a people’s front which
" would mobilize the masses for struggle against
the fascist menace. On this basis the Korca
Group put forward their minimum program
calling for struggle a) for the national rights
of the people against imperialism; b) for the
democratic rights of the people against viola-
tions of the national constitution and attempts
to implant fascism in Albania; ¢} for peace
against war and d) for the elementary economic
rights of the people.
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«Pérpara» pointed out that in a semi-
colonial country like Albania there existed not
only a social but a national problem as well,
that the latter had priority and that the natio-
nal movement in which the broad masses of
the people were interested, could and should
be helped by the social movement of the work-
ing class, that this was the only class capable
of leading the masses and loyally defending
their interests. . To confine oneself to and
engage in battle with the forces of the working
class alone, without mobilizing the national
forces, «Pérpara» emphasized, was dangerous
adventurism,

«We are obliged to work wherever
people come  together,' the Korca
Group organ wrote, «in State organi-

- zations, schools, clubs, religious congre-
gations, women’s associations and
elsewhere. Our legally-approved pro-
gram and tactics are to facilitate our
work in organizations authorized or set
up by the State. Now we are obliged to
work in a round about way for the
sole reason of gathering forces in order
to eventually engage in direct actions.
Power lies with the people; without
the masses we are but a handful of
persons. .. .» 1),

1) «The National Movement and the Social Move-
ment» — «Pérpara», Sept. 1938. Central Archives of
the Party.
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The Korca Communist Group attached
major importance to the movement against
Italian imperialism. This movement had swept
with it various social strata and was considered
a sound basis on which to set up the popular
front.

The application of this line brought a num-
ber of successes to the Korga Communist Group,.
but only within the city. The Group had a
very narrow view of the basis on which the
popular front should be formed in a backward
agrarian couniry like Albania at that time,
where the peasantry made up the overwhel-
ming majority of the population. While preach-
ing the need to proceed from the working
class to the other strata of the people, this
group did almost nothing for the countryside,
for the alliance of the working class with the
laboring peasantry without whom no popular
front could be set up.

The Shkodra Group, on their part, had
not drawn the necessary lessons from ‘the
successes scored by the communists in the
elections of councils of wvarious institutions
in Korca, Durrés and elsewhere. Instead of
striving to unite the communists of the coun-
iry and to'extend their contact with the broad
masses of the people, the top leaders of this
Group pursued the course of splitting and figh-
ting against the Kor¢ca Group which had adopted
the new line of action. A negative role in this.
conflict was played by <«Buletini Jeshils (=
«The Green Bulletin»), the illegal publication:
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of the Shkodra Group appearing in the latter
half of 1938. This organ pubiished fragments
from the classies of Marxism-Leninism, mate-
rials speaking of the successes achieved by
the Soviet Union in secialist construction, of
the superiority of the Soviet socialist system
over capitalism, materials which exposed the
Zogite regime, fascissn and Italy’s enslaving
policy towards Albania, and so on. These writ-
ings were a positive contribution of great sig- :
nificance to the Albanian Communist move- .
ment. But, on the other hand, through the
«Buletini Jeshils, the Shkodra Communist
Group tried to justify theoretically the line

they pursued, advancing erroneous theses and
maintaining an anti-Marxist stand imposed

by Zef Mala and Niko Xoxi ftowards the basic
problem of sefting up a popular anti-fascist .
front.

The anti-Marxist views of the leaders of-
the Shkodra Group had their origin in their
erronecus concepts of the role of the social
classes and strata in the Albanian revolutionary
movement and in the situation created in Alba-.
nia by the enslaving policy of Italian fascism.
They said that in Albania there existed no
proletariat and bourgeoisie in the real sense
of the word, that the handicraftsmen were the
most revolutionary part of the population and
that the peasantry would become the allies of
the proletariat when the latter emerged as a
result of the further capitalist development of
the country and became capable of taking

77



up the banner of socialist revolution. In their
view, since there was no proletariat and. no
bourgeoisie, no genuine class struggle could
be waged and, as a consequence, conditions for
revolution were not yet ripe. They also main-
tained that the communist movement had come
into being in Albania not as an absolute
necessity of the working class in order to fight
against the capitalists but as a result of foreign
influences. Under these circumstances, since
this movement was already afoot, the duty of
the communists was to educate and train
cadres who would eventually start agitation
among the broad masses of people, would
draw the proletariat behind them and would
take the direction of the communist revolution
into their own hands. It was with these cadres,
theoretically educated and ftrained, that they
intended to form the Albanian Communist
Party.

Failing to grasp the political changes that
had taken place in Albania and in the world
the leaders of the Shkodra group were unable

.to work out a correct revolutionary line com-
patible with these conditions. They rejected
the Comintern’s directive to set up a popular
front, saying in justification that Albania was
a semi-colonial country without distinct classes,
witheut a proletariat, without a communist
party, without other political parties, beset with
general ignorance, and so on. The leaders of
the Shkodra Group were not opposed to the
establishment of a democratic, anti-imperia-
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list and anti-fascist order, but they wanted to
direct the main forces towards the establish-
ment of a proletarian socialist democracy, For
this reason, they wanted to proceed along the
path of establishing a Socialist Federation in
the Balkans. These views sowed ideological
confusion among the members of the Group.

The ideological and political disagreements
between the two Groups regarding the appli-
cation of Marxism-Leninism under the con-
crete historical conditions of the country be-
came more acufe, This conflict extended also
to the field of organization and assumed an
unprincipled character.

The War Against Meanwhile, the danger
Fascist Aggression of Ttalian fascist aggres-
sion against Albania
became more and more imminent. In January
1939, fascist Dictator Benito Mussolini endor-
sed the plan of the military occupation of
Albania. The leaders of the Kor¢a Communist
Group were of the opinion that the appropriate
conditions had arisen for the formation of a
broad front against Italian imperialism. They
tried to persuade the communists of the other
groups and the patriotic nationalists of the
necessity of uniting and collaborating against
the imminent fascist aggression. But these
efforts were not persistent enough and there-
fore came to naught.
On the other hand, Zog had no intention
whatsoever of organizing resistance against
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Italian aggression and, least of all, of collabo-
rating with the communists. Up to the last
moment he hoped to come to terms with the
Italian fascists making new concessions io them
for the purpose of retaining his royal throne.
At the same time, he took ruthless repressive
measures against the communists. Zog's police
detected and arrested most of the members
-of the Shkodra Group. Under examination and
at their trial in January 1939, the leaders of
this Group, Zef Mala and Niko Xoxi
betrayed the activity of the Group, the names
of their comrades and of some of the members
of the Korca Group. 75 persons appeared before
the court accused of aitempting to overthrow
the regime by force. 18-year old communist
Qemal Stafa, like many of his comrades, main-
tained a manly stand in court. He declared that
he was and would remain dedicated commu-
nist and that communism would save the
masses of oppressed workers. The court impo-
- sed various sentences on 52 persons.

This was a heavy blow to the Albanian
communist movement. It resulted from defec-
tive security and the betrayal by the leaders
of the Shkodra Communist Group who did not
consider it a grave blunder to betray their
collaborators to the police and in court. They
pretended that this was a test of the resolu-
teness of their comrades under torture.

The international situation was worsening.
The fascist States had greatly increased their
war preparations. Hitlerite Germany had occu-
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pied Austria in 1938 and, after the Munich
capitulation by the Western Powers, occupied
Czechoslovakia in March 1939 while the fas-
cist troops in Spain were achieving the suppres-
sion'of the Spanish republican forces.

" On March 23, 1939, fascist Ttaly teok the
final decision on the military occupation’ of
Albania. Zog tried his utmost to conceal’ the
tension that had arisen in Albanian-Ttalian
relations. Nevertheless, the Albanian people
had learned of the sinister plans of fascism at
the beginning of April. A wave of indignation

swept the whole country. The Albanian commu-

nists, though few in number, became the .orga-
nizers of powerful anti-fascist demonstrations
throughout the country. On the initiative of
the communists and patriotic nationalists, cen-
ters were set up in Tirana and other cities,
to recruit volunteers to offer. resistance to fas-
cist aggression. The communists held in jail
and in concentration camps asked the govern-
ment to be sent to the forefront of battle
against the aggression. Bui the organization of
popular resistance was sabotaged by Zog and
his clique. The Albanian people, who were all
up and ready to fight in defense of their
freedom and independence, found themselves
unarmed, betrayed by the ruling classes, the
government and the king, and without assis-
tance and support from abroad. At these criti-
cal moments for the destiny of their home-
land, the communist groups, split and at logger-
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heads with one another, were unable to set up
a single leadership and mobilize the people
for armed action against the aggressors.

On April 7, 1939, Italian fascist troops
attacked Albania. Zog and his clique fled the
country leaving it to the mercy of fate. The
Albanian army, paralyzed by the Italian mili-
tary specialists and their own pro-fascist offi-
cers, broke up without offering any resistance,
Against all these odds, groups of patriots fought
heroically, rifle in hand, against the aggressors
in Durrés, Saranda, Shéngjin, Shkodra and
Vlora, but the superior forces of the enemy
suppressed this resistance. In a few days the
country was overrun by the fascists. But the
Albanian people were not subdued. They open-
ly manifested -their deep hatred against the
Italian invaders and never recognized the fo-
reign occupation regime.

The occupation of Albania came as a logi-
cal consequence of the aggresive policy of
Italian fascism, of the capitulating, anti-natio-
nal and anti-popular policy pursued by Zog’s
regime, and of the policy of «nen-interven-
tion» of the western capitalist powers which
hastened to recognize this oceupation. Only the
Soviet Union, loyal to its policy of defending
the countries menaced by fascism, raised its
voice against this aggression. A wave of indig-
nation and protest broke out among the Alba-
nian colonists abroad. Progressive public opi-
nion in general throughout the world also de-
nounced the Italian aggression against Albania.
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4. — THE FOUNDING OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY
— HISTORICALLY IMPERATIVE UNDER CONDI-
TIONS OF THE WAR FOR NATIONAL LIBERATION

The occupation of Albania was part of the
general plan the fascist powers had begun to
put into effect for establishing their domination
of the world. The policy of repeated concessions
pursued by Britain, France and the USA had
further incited the aggressive aims of fascism.
The talks which England and France had begun
in 1939 with the Soviet Union under pressure
from public opinion, were used by these
powers as a smokescreen behind which to
conceal their attempts to come to terms with
Hitler. With a view to gaining time for streng-
thening its defenses and to avoiding a war on
two-fronts — against Germany and Japan, — the
Soviet Union, in 1939, signed a treaty of neon-
aggression with Germany. In the early days
of September, after the Hitlerites had attacked
Poland, Britain and France, faced with fascist
aggression which was being directed against
them also declared war on nazi Germany:

Thus, the Second World War started as a
war between the two main imperialist blocs.
It was a result of the inevitable contradictions
of the capitalist system in the epoch of the
general crisis of imperialism. But, on the other
hand, the people had risen against the fascist
aggression and bondage. Their fight in defense
of freedom and independence and to rid them-
selves of foreign bondage was a just anti-
fascist war.
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The Establishinent of © The ocelipdtion of Al-
the Fascist Regime of bania by Ttaly began a
Occlipation’ ~ ~  grim ‘period of fasdist
enslavement for the Al-
banian people. The Italian invaders kept the
landlord-bourgeois order intact. On the other
hand, they took immediate steps to carry out
a ‘broad program of  political, economic and
organizational measures aimed at legalizing
and -enforcing the occupation regime, at Italia-
nizing the country and plundering its resources
with a view to turning it into a base for exten-
ding their aggression in the Balkans and. to-
wards the East. i :
“vo-The Italian fascists tried to achieve these
ends through ‘both demagogy and force. With
a view to concealing the annexation, they
called together a «Constituent Assembly» which
proclaimed the «personal union- of Albania
with Italy, offered the crown of Albania. to
the italian King, Victor Emmanuel, and appoin-
ted an Albanian puppet Governmerit headed
by big land-owner, Shefqet Verlaci. In reality,
Albania was turned into a province of the
Italian Empire under the fascist dictatorship.
The IHalian «Viceroy» (Luogotenente) exerci-
sed all state power on behalf of and in the
name of the king carrying out to the letter the
orders of the Rome Government. The Albanian
puppet Government was simply an interme-
diary ‘organ transmitting the will of fascist
dictator Mussolini and the Viceroy. The Alba-
nian Ministry for Foreign Affairs was eclosed.
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Its functions were turned over to the Ifalian
Ministry for Foreign Affairs. The other Minis-
tries .were, in fact, directed by the Italian
«advisers». The Albanian armed forces became
part of the imperial army and took their
orders from the Italian headquarters. The Con-
vention on the «equality of civil and political
rights» in Albania between Italian and Alba-
nian citizens was accompanied with the influx
of tens of thousands of Italian colonists (work-
ers, farmers, specialists, teachers, entrepre-
neurs, merchants, employees etc.). These, toge-
ther with the occupaiion troops mad up the
force which aimed, inter alia, at the complete
colonization and fascistization of the country.

On the one hand, the Itallan invaders
tried to preserve the semblance of an Albanian
State while, on the other, they officially pro-
claimed Italy and Albania as a «single terri-
tory>. There was an unimpeded onflow of
Italian capital into Albania. The Italian capi-
talists became the absoluie masters of the eco-
nomy of the country, turning it wholly into
a base for raw materials and a closed market
for their goods.

The Italian Government made feverish
preparations to transform Albania into a mili-
tary base for aggression against the neighboring
Balkan countiries. The building of new strate-
gic roads, barracks, airfields, fortifications etc.
served this purpose.

In its palicy of occupying Albania and tur-
ning it into a province of Italy, Mussolini’s
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Government{ had the full support of the reac-
tionary ruling classes of the couniry. As far
back as 1939, fascist Italy had set up a power-
ful agency among these classes and among
the ranks of the bourgeois political exiles which
served it faithfully in the enslavement of the
Albanian people. Tending to place their pro-
perty interests above those of the nation the
Albanian landed gentry in general maintained
the same attitude. They had always maintained
close relations with the foreign rulers wha
could ensure their class privileges. As traditio-
nal political turncoats, the landed gentry had
no difficulty in abandoning Zog and linking
up with the Italian invaders and supporting
their policy in Albania since Ttalian fascism
championed their class interests. Similar inte-
rests threw the tribal chieftains into the lap
of fascism, too. The Italian invaders managed
to take advantage of the ignorance of these
patriarchal survivals and fondle their ambi-
tions, thus making them blind tools of fascism
in Albania.

The interests of the country were betrayed
also by the Albanian reactionary bourgeoisie
the greatest part of which was made up of the
upper merchant bourgeoisie, They had long
given up fighting in defense of the freedom
and independence of the country and had
become a counter-revolutionary and anti-natio-
nal force. The Italian invasion promoted the
development of trade. The Albanian upper
merchants together with the landed gentry
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and the high fascist functionaries became inter-
mediaries and collaborators of  the Italian
monopolies in exploiting the Albanian market.
Many of the local industrialists who had their
sactories closed because of difficulties created
by Italian competition became traders and accu-
mulated considerable wealth. Thus the grand
bourgeoisie became an appendage of the ocecu-
pationists. The reactionary clergy. too, became
a tool in the hands of fascism. The invaders
appointed representatives of these classes and
social strata to high posts in the fascist admi-
nistration hoping in that way to ensure for
themselves a guiet domination over Albania.

The consequences of the establishment of
the fascist regime were very soon felt by the
Albanian people who lost all their freedom
and national independence. Right from the
start hundreds of Albanian patriots were
confined in jails and deported to concentration
camps in Italy. The fascists set up a powerful
police apparatus in order to mop up «suspects
and persons potentially dangerous to the
regime~». The employees were forced to swear
allegiance to the king or lose their jobs. Fascist
law created an atmosphere of terror and inse-
curity throughout the land.

On the other hand, the apparent impro-
vement of the economic situation brought
about by the temporary elimination of unem-
ployment through large construction schemes,
mainly of military character, and through
dumping cheap TItalian commodities on the
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market, ended very soon in fiasco, Workshops
of Albanian handicrafts closed door one after
another because they could not compete with
Italian industry. Ruin of the handicraftsmen
became general. Albanian workers were for-
ced to work ten hours a day for wages which
with the constant rise of prices, could provide
only for a hand to mouth existence, Discrimi-
nation between Albanian and Italian workers
after the occupation became even more blatant,
There was no protection or labor insu-
rance for Albanian workers. The Italian enter-
prises had the right to extend the workday
whenever they judged their work to be of an
extraordinary and essential nature. .

The systematic plunder by the invaders alse
affected the interests of the peasantry. Compul-
sory delivery of agricultural products at very
low prices to capitalist firms, the expropriation
of small farmers by the Italian banks, and the
confiscation of thousands of hectares of land
for. military needs, deepened the process of im-
poverishment of the masses of the peasantry.

The Beginnings of the The loss of freedom
National-liberation Mo- and national indepen-
vement. In the Order dence shook the. Al
of the Day: The Union banian people, deep-
of the Communisis, ly affected their tra-

ditional sentiments of
ardent love of country and national pride.
Their. hatred of the invaders grew from day
to day. This resentment was expressed in
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various ways: in their sabotaging all plans
of TItalianizing and fascistizing the Alban-
ian people, in their refusing to enrol- in
the fascist party and other fascist organi-
zations, in their resistance against the laws of
the occupation regime, ete. The ‘workers. and
school youth were outstanding in this resistance.
Under Ttalian occupation, the workers’
movement assumed a proncunced anti-fascist
political character. Factories and large work-
sites became hotbeds of opposition against the
capitalist exploiters and the invaders. Frequent
strikes took place in various cities. The work-
ers went on strike not only for economic claims
but alse to express their indignation and to
sabotage production for the invaders.
Secondary schools became centers of a
fiery movement against fascism. Even before
occupation, the school youth had stood out
for their patriotic and democrati¢ sentimients,
Under the influence and guildance of the
communist. groups, they had become resolute
fighters against Zog’s regime, against obscu-
rantism, and against fascism. In addition they
had become the bearers of communist ang
revolutionary democratic ideas to the masses,
After occupation, the school youth were among
the first to express firmly their hatred towards
the fascist invaders. They opposed and sabota-
ged the spread of fascist culture, leading
demonstrations and protests against fascism,
propagating ideas of militant patriotism and
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communism. In this respect, the school youth
served as a sound support of the communist
and the anti-fascist movement in general.

The new situation created after occupation
raised the fundamental task of arousing all the
people in struggle to frustrate the fascist plan
of Italianizing and plundering the country,
to free Albania and to regain national indepen-
dence.

The accomplishment of this task called for
a revolutionary leadership to work out the
political platform of the anti-fascist fight, to
mobilize and organize the people for this
struggle. '

A leadership of this kind was lacking. The
Communist Groups were the only political
organizations concerned about the destiny of
the homeland and people in those critical days.
These groups maintained a resolute stand
against the regime of occupation. But discord
prevented them from working. out a common
line for the liberation struggle, for linking up
with the popular masses and becoming their
leadership.

The necessity for the unmiting of these
groups and the creation of a single communist
party was a matter of urgency. The accomplish-
ment of this task was not easy. It was necessa-
ry to overcome major obstacles in order to
remove all disagreements and divisions which
were nurtured especially by their leaders,
although the need for unity was already felt
by the majority of the communists.
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To achieve the union of communist forces
and organize the antifascist struggle, the old
course of negotiations among the leaders was
pursued. The two opposing views regarding
the character of the war again came to grips
at these negotiations. The leaders of the Korca
Group insisted on organizing the national-libe-
ration war with the participation of all the
classes and social strata who were willing 1o
fight against the foreign invaders. The leaders
of the Shkodra Group and other organizations,
who had not given up their sectarian stand
adapted their old views to the new situation.
They were of the opinion that, as a result of
the Italian occupation, Albania was embarking
on the road to a speedy capitalist development.
Consequently, the growth of the working class
would create the basis for a socialist revolution!

The negotiations between the leaders of
the Kor¢ca and Shkodra Groups led to the for-
mation, in the fall of 1939, of a so-called joint
«Central Committee» made up of an equal
number of members, two from each group.
This agreement was nothing but a «social
demoecratic compromise-, 1}. It did not envisage
the fusion of the two groups into a single
organization. The groups still remained sepa-
rated each preserving its own views and not
purging their ranks of anti-Marxist elements.

1) Resolution of the Meeting of Communist
Groups, November, 1941, Principal documents of the
Party of Labor of Albania, Tirana 1960; vol. I, p. 14,
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The leaders of the Shkodra Group accepted
only the expulsion of Trotskyite Niko: Xoxi.
Built. on such weak foundations, this -union-
from above remained altogether formal. .
‘While the negotiations among the leaders
of the communist groups dragged along for
months, the popuiar anti-fascist movement was
growing all cver the country. The communists
stood at the head of this movement. After
the occupation of the country, a radical change
had taken place in their understanding. The
rank and file members of these groups were
becoming more and more aware that unity
could not .be achieved through sterile talks
among chiefs but through a common struggle
against the fascist invaders. This gradually
pushed the political and ideological differences
into the background. The authority and .influ-
ence of the chiefs upon the rank and file of
the groups had declined. On their own initia-
tive, the communists threw themselves into
struggle against the foreign occupiers and
became agitators for the liberation war. On
Flag Day, November 28, 1939, they led mass
anti-fascist demonsirations in the principal
cities of the country. The demonstrations were
conducted under the slogans: «Long live free
Albania'», «Liberty or death!». The communists
were the inspirers and leaders of the anti-
fascist movement of the workers and the school
youth.
«At war and at grips with the invaders
and Quislings, united, for a single
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purpose: the liberation of the country
from the invaders, the sound commu-
nists at the grassroots of the various
groups were forging links with 'one
another in blood, forgetting their
squabbles and feuds, crystallizing out
a correct communist line, and deman-
ding union into a single party ‘as ’a
conditio sine gua non’ for organizing
and guiding the war of liberations 13,

The successes scored by the communists
in organizing the anti-fascist movement during
the early months after the occupation oft'the
country served as an encouragement for ‘the
Korga Communist Group to strengthen and
extend its field of activity to the other districts
of the country and to put an end to the localism
which had been an obstacle. At the beginning
of 1940, it organized a branch in Tirans,
Enver Hoxha was assigned to the leadership
of this branch. : -

Enver Hoxha Enver Hoxha was born

% B . on October 16, 1908 in
Gjirckastra. He spent the early years of his
life at a very eritical period for the country
when foreign invaders, who followed in succes-

1) Enver Hoxha: Report of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of Albania. The 1st Con-
gress of the Communist Party of Albania, ‘Tirana
1950, p. 59. ’
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sion, burnt and laid waste whole districts,
committed mass murders of the population and
spread misery everywhere. Life taught him to
hate the enemies of the country and, although
still young, to join the 1924 democratic move-
ment.

At the Korca Lyceum, from which he gra-
duated in 1930, Enver Hoxha experienced for
the first time the brutality of the Zogite autho-
rities and their jail, for having organized with
his comrades a rally of protest against thefts

perpetrated at the expense of the student body.

He went to France to pursue his higher
studies. His pronounced democratic propensi-
ties made Enver Hoxha a sympathizer of the
French communist movement. In Paris he esta-
blished connections with the editorial board of
«L'Humanité», organ of the Central Committee
of the French Communist Party, to which he
contributed materials denouncing Zog’s regime
in Albania. ;

When his scholarship was discontinued,
Enver Hoxha was obliged to go to Belgium
where he worked for a period at the Albanian
Consulate in Brussels and continued his studies
at the same time. But Zog's agents abroad
detected his anti-Zog activity. He was dismiss-
ed from his job and was obliged to return to
Albania in 1936.

By this time, Enver Hoxha had become
a communist and, as such, devoted himself
to the struggle to liberate the people. The
oath he took on the grave of patriot Bajo
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Topulli in Gjirokastra, that he and all the youth
would fight for «a better Albania», for «the
welfare of the country,» for «the real unifi-
cation of the nation- was a program of action
for him.

Enver Hoxha began his revolutionary acti-
vity in his home country as a teacher first, at
the Tirana Gymnasium and then at the Korca
Lyceum. He joined the Korca Communist
Group and became one of its most active
members. He made skilful use of the school
platform in order to impart democratic and
communist ideas to the students. Ile became
also one of the principal educators of the ~Rinia
Korgare» (= «Korga Youth») out-of-school
organization and an indefatigable militant for
the unity of the Albanian Communist move-
ment.

On the eve of the fascist occupation Enver
Hoxha, together with the other comrades of
the group, worked with might and main to
organize popular resistance. He kept up these
efforts also after the invasion of the country.
His revolutionary activity brought him under .
the eye of the fascist invaders and they dis-
missed him from his job as: «an anti-regime
element». The leadership of the Korga Commu-
nist Group decided to send him to Tirana char-
ging him with the task of extending the activi-
'ty of the group on a sound basis, by organizing
the anti-fascist movement in the capital and
other districts of the country.

Under Enver Hoxha's leadership, the

95




Tirana Branch became an important center of
the communist and anti-fascist movement .in
the capital. - : '

Appreciating the determination of the
rank and file of the communist groups to ‘fight
against fascism and their ardent desire for
the union of the communist movement and
the founding of the party, Enver Hoxha carried
on with them, patiently and wisely, a tireless
work of enlightening and organizing them. At
the same time he established connections with
patriotic nationalists who hated the fascist
invaders and were willing to fight against
them. '

Further Difficulties Precisely at the time
On the Road to Unity. when the union of
The Group of «Youth» groups and the crea-
tion of a single
communist party had become imperative fur-
ther difficulties arose to hinder this purpose.
A faction which had begun to form in the ranks
of the Korca Communist Group before the
occupation of the country, emerged as a sepa-
rate group in February 1940. Eventually it
assumed the name the Group of Youth. The
emergence of this new group had been encou-
raged by the split and other shortcomings in
the communist movement, factors which favo-
red the activity of anti-Marxist elements.
The Group was headed by Anastas Lula
and Sadik Premte, elements of pronounced
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Trotskyite and anarchist inclinations. Taking
advantage of the lack of sound connections
between the Korga Group and its organizations
in Tirana, Anastas Lula and Sadik Premte had
succeeded in  persuading some members
whom they had recruited that the leaders of
the Korca Group were incapable of directing
the communist movement and that their ideo-
logical views and political line were erroneous.
They were soon able to swell the ranks of
their faction with intellectual elements of bour-
geois and petty bourgeois origin among whom
anti-Marxist views, borrowed partly from those
of the leaders of the Shkodra Group, struck
root at once. The «Youth» Group set up bran-
ches in the principal cities of the country,
even in Korga where it took advantage of the
dissolution of the cells which had caused di-
scontent and confusion among some of the
communists,

The «Youth» Group began to violate
openly the joint decisions of the «Central
Committee». The leaders of the Shkodra Group,
thinking that these factionists acted in line
with instructions from the Korca Group with
which they were formally associated, accused
them of insincerity and disloyalty. They used
this as a pretext to withdraw from the «Cen-
tral Committee» thus bringing about its disso-
lution.

This is how the 1939 autumn agreement
was annulled. Instead of achieving closer con-
tact and unity, the gap between these groups

7 — 469 97




became deeper. The «Youth» Group declared
open struggle against the Korca Group and
established connections with the Shkodra
Group, The minor communist organizations
fused gradually into three principal communist
groups.

The leadership of the «Youth» Group
issued an anti-Marxist ideological and political
platform of its own. It held that in Albania
there was no proletariat, no class struggle and,
therefore, no basis existed for the formation
of a communist party, that the peasants were
conservative, reactionary, and could not become
the ally of the working class. They had adop-
ted the Trotskyiie theory of educating and
preserving cadres. They considered connec-
tions and work with the masses as dangerous,
for that would endanger the cadres!

The political views of the chiefs of this
group were thoroughly mistaken and dange-
rous to the communist and anti-fascist move-
ment. Like Zef Mala and Niko Xoxi, they
thought that the fascist invasion would bring
about the development of capitalism, the
growth of the proletariat, and the consolida-
tion of the relations between the Albanian and
Italian working classes, thus class struggle
would develop creating favorable conditions
for founding a communist party to lead the
struggle for socialism. They did not grasp the
reasons which obliged the Soviet Union
to sign the treaty of non-aggression with Ger-
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many or the aim of this treaty, therefore they
assessed it as harmful to the anti-fascist
struggle of the people.

The chiefs of the «Youth» Group and some
of their followers degenerated into a sect of
anarchists.

The simultaneous formation of the «Zjarri»
(= «Fire») Group organization in Albania
added greatly to the confusion created by the
formation of the «Youth» Group. Trotskyite
Andrea Zisi, having done his utmost to dissuade
the Albanian anti-fascist youth residing in
Athens from coming to their native land to
fight the fascist aggressors, returned to Alba-
nia, bent on sabotaging the communist and
anti-faseist movement. In Korca he formed a
«Central Committee» and in both Tirana and
Viora a «Regional Committee» The whole
work of the group was concentrated on «edu-
cating~ its members.

Andrea Zisi had hatched up a new «theo-
ry» according to which the fascist stronghold
ghould be taken from within and, therefore,
instead of fighting the fascists openly, the
communists should merge with them in their
political and organizational apparatus. Bedri
Spahiu, incited a few communist officers to
adopt these views, too.
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The Stand of the
Communists and the
Albanian People To-~
wards Fascist Aggres-
sion Against the
Neighboring Peoples

S e TARTEY

In June, 1940, when
the sound commu-
nists of the groupsin
Albania were fight-
ing againsi fascism
and against the Trot-

skyites for unifica-
tion of the communist movement, Italy ente-
red the war on the side of Hitlerite Germany.
The Italian fascists tried to use the Albanians
as cannon fodder. Starting from Albania, the
Italian troops attacked Greece on October 28,
1940. Following a number of initial successes,
they were compelled to retreat under the
blows of the Greek army, withdrawing from
Korca in November, and from Gjirokastra at
the beginning of December 1940.

The Greek-Ttalian war brought further
suffering and devastation to the Albanian peo-
ple. Far from supporting the fascist aggression
against Greece, the Albanian people did what
they could to help the fraternal Greek people
in their war of liberation. The communists
launched a wide propaganda campaign to ex-
pose the imperialist and fascist schemes. and
to lay bare the rottenness of the fascist regime.
They issued a call to the Albanian soldiers
and militiamen who had been conscripted to
desert from the front and to the youth not
to report to the recruiting centers but to iake
to the mountains. The work of communists
and anti-fascist patriots completely frustrated
the fascist plan of military and «civil» mobi-
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- lization of the Albanians. The Albanian sol-
diers forced to go to the Greek front by the
Italian fascists refused to fight and deserted
‘en masse’. Sabotaging the faseist military
machine behind the lines took place more
frequently. Since Italian fascism was a common
enemy, the population of the districts occu-
pied by Greek forces gave the latter all the
assistance they could. But the Greek Govern-
ment maintained an openly chauvinistic attitu-
de towards the Albanian people. Tt hindered
militant unity between the Albanians and
Greeks against the fascist invaders and tried
to carry out the plans of the old Great Greek
bourgeoisie to annex Korca and Gjirokastra.

The Korca communists, too, came up
against this hostile attitude of the Greek
occupation authorities. As soon as the Italian
troops withdrew, the communists set up the
«Committee for Defense of the City» and
formed a small armed detachment of commu-
nists and sympathizers of the Group to main-
tain order. A conflict arose at the first contact
between the «Defense Comrmittee» and the
Greek military authorities on the status of
Greek occupation. The Committee rejected the.
Athens demand that the coming of Greek
troops should be considered as «the liberation
of the Greek city of Korga». The Greeks, on
their part, rejected the Committée’s proposal
to form a number of Albanian battalions to
fight under their own national flag against
the Italian invaders. They dispersed the
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Committee. On Independence Day November
28, 1940, the communists organized a major
rally in the city of Korca with a view to
raising the morale of the population and to
demonstrating to the Greek Government that
the Korga people, like all the rest of the Al-
banian people, hated the Italian fascists but
would not accept the claims of the Greek
chauvinists to Albanian territory.

The Greek occupation of the southern
regions of Albania did not last long. The events
that took place in the spring of 1941 totally
changed the situation in the Balkans. Having
occupied Denmark, Norway, the Netherlands,
Belgium and France Hitlerite Germany mar-
ched its troops into Finland, Rumania, and
Bulgaria, and in April 1941, assaulted Yugos—
lavia and Greece. In a lew days the German
army occupied these countries and made it
possible for the Italian troops to re-occupy
South Albania and enter Greece.

The Greek-Italian war, during which Al-
" bania was turned into a battlefield, had impor-
tant consequences here. The heavy losses in
lives, the great material damage incurred and
the consolidation of the colenialist plundering
policy of the invaders greatly aggravated the
plight of the masses of the people. The defeats
suffered by the Italians in this war clearly
revealed the rottenness of Italian faseism and
completely discredited it in the eyes of
the Albanian people.

Ttaly extended its zone of occupation
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creating «Great Albania» which included the
piece of Albanian territory which had been
turned over to Serbia by the Conference of
Ambassadors of the Big Powers held in London
in 1913. In order to make their positions secure
in the Balkans, the German and Italian fas-
cist invaders fomented the old national and
chauvinistic quarrels of the reactionary classes
of the Balkan countries. But the communists
and the people as a whole did not fall into
the trap of fascist demagogy. They exposed
the provocative policy of «Great Albania» and
pursued the course of intensifying the war
against the fascist invaders and of strengthe-
ning the collaboration with the neighboring
people in their liberation struggle against their
common enemy, relying on the right of self~
determination of the people.

The Unity of the The fascist regime in
Communists in Battle Albania had been dealt
Against Fascism a hard blow. It was

beset with a political
erisis which continually worsened, one €Xpres-
sion of which was its inability to suppress the
popular anti-fascist movement. In the spring
of 1941, the group of freedom fighters led by
patriot Myslim- Peza had begun to carry out
armed operations against the fascist invaders.
The latter retaliated by undertaking their first
mopping up operation in Peza. Mass desertions
began from the ranks of the Albanian detach-
ments. In May, popular resentment towards
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the foreign oppressors was expressed by a
notable event. In the center of Tirana, young
Vasil Laci fired a pistol shot at the King of
Italy, Victor Emmanuel, who had come on a
visit to Albania.

The revolutionary situation was ripening
in Albania. The fascist invaders increased their
measures of repression. They arrested and
jalled thousands of patriots others of whom
in order to escape police persecution or con-
scription for military service, took to the
mountains and harassed the enemy singly or
in small armed groups.

Assessing the importance of the Peza pa-
triotic group of freedom fighters, Enver Hoxha
and his comrades decided to send communists
to give it an organized character and uplift
the political consciousness of its fighters. In
talks conducted between Enver Hoxha and
Myslim Peza, the latter gladly accepted the
proposal to have communists in the band.

By taking to the mountains in order to
- organize and extend the national-liberation
movement the communists marked the begin-
ning of a new stage in their activity. The
communists took the initiative and tried to
organize the armed anti-fascist movement in
the other regions of the couniry as well.

Their propaganda work among the masses
was assuming wide proportions. In addition
to individual agitation, a role of significance
was played in the communications of the com-
munists with the masses by the leaflets and
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proclamations distributed, at first, in the cities.

and, later, in the rural areas. But some of
these writings carried incorrect political slogans
like «For a Soviet Albanials, «For Commu-
nist Albanial», «For the Organization of an
Albanian Red Army!» which had their origin
in a wrong assessment of the conditions exis-
ting in Albania.

The development of the movement and
the persistent demand of the communists for
unity prompted the Korca and Shkodra Groups
at this time, to make a new attempt to establish
collaboration. For the sake of internal peace
and with a view to coordinating their anti-
fascist activities, the two sides set up a
«Committee of Arbitration- as a first step
towards complete union. But this attempt did
not yield satisfactory results either.

The Tirana Branch of the Kor¢ca Commu-
nist Group, on its part, had carried on a wide
range of activities among the ranks of the
communists and patriotic nationalists and had
established sound connections with them.
Inspired by his ardent desire to achieve as
soon as possible the unity of the Albanian
communists into a single party, Enver Hoxha
had not recciled before the new difficulties
that had arisen from the factionalist work of
the «Youth» and «Zjarri- trends. He found a
common language with the outstanding acti-
vists of the Shkodra Group, Vasil Shanto and
Qemal Stafa. Under Enver Hoxha's lead, the
" Tirana Branch, became gradually the real orga-
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hizing center for all the communist and anti-
fascist movement in Albania. Dedicated
communists of the different groups had united
around this branch. They constituted the basis
of the coming communist party.

While the anti-fascist resistance of the Al-
banian people was growing from day to day
and a powerful national-liberation movement
led by the communists had begun to develop
in the other countries occupied by the fascists,
an event of significance took place which
brought about a radical change in the interna-
tional political situation. After having boosted
its military potential by exploiting the econo-
mic and manpower resources of the countries
it had enslaved and of its satellite allies,
Hitlerite Germany treacherously attacked the
Soviet Union 'on June 22, 1941. German impe-
rialism had decided to annihilate the first
socialist State. Intoxicated by the easy victories
he had scored in Western Europe and in the
Balkans, Hitler hoped to score a quick victory
in the USSR.

Led by the Communist Party headed by
J. V. Stalin, the Soviet people rose in a body
to wage their Great Patriotic War in defense
of the freedom and independence of their
socialist homeland. This just war opened a new
stage in the Second World War, strengthened
the liberation anti-fascist character of the
struggle of peoples against the fascist bloc,
and laid the foundations for the unification
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of all the anti-fascist forces of the world into
a single front. '

The war between the Soviet Union and
Hitlerite Germany was a life and death struggle
between socialism and fascism. The exploited
masses the world over were interested in the
victory of the Soviet Union over international
fascist reaction. The people in countries under
bondage were right in considering the Soviet
Union as the main guarantee for the anti-
fascist war to be carried through to final
victory, to their liberation from fascist domi-
nation. Faced with a dangerous enemy like
Hitlerite Germany, and under the growing
pressure of their people who demanded a po-
werful anti-fascist coalition, the governments
of the two biggest capitalist countries — Bri-
tain and the USA — formed an alliance with
the Soviet Union. This frustrated Hitler’s plan
of isolating the Land of the Soviets. The main
strength ‘of this big antifascist coalition lay in
the Soviet Union without which no victory over
the enemy was possible.

The tireacherous fascist assault on the
Soviet people and the outbreak of the Great
Patriotic War, had deep repercussions in Al-
bania. While the Italian invaders, who had also
declared war to the Soviet Union, and the
home reactionaries, intoxicated by the pre-
liminary successes of the nazis, launched a
frenzied anti-Soviet and anti-communist cam-
paign, the broad masses of Albanian patriots
were indignant at the Hitlerite aggression.
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The attachment the Albanian patriots felt
for the Soviet Union had its own historical
background. In their age-long struggle against
foreign oppressors, the Albanian people had
almost always been alone, without allies. The
capitalist States had either maintained an open-
ly hostile attitude towards them or had posed
as «friends» for the purpose of stabbing them
on the back and placing them under their con-
trol. Only the Soviet Union had defended the
rights of Albania and had raised its voice
against the injustices perpetrated against her.
With the entry of the Soviet Union into the war
against fascism, the Albanian people had, for
the first time in their history, a powerful and
sincere friend and ally and, like all the other
oppressed peoples, a sure guarantee of the ine-
vitable destruction of the fascist bloc.

«Qur siruggle», Enver Hoxha said,
«did not begin after the entry of the
Soviet Union into the war, but after
the entry of the Soviet Union into the
war, our people felt that the -blood
they shed would not be shed in vain» 1)

Under the new circumstances creaied by
the formation of the anti-fascist coalition of

1) Enver Hoxha: Speech at the session of the
Leadership of the General National-liberation Coun-
cil, April 15, 1944, Minutes of the meeting (Central
Archives of the Party).
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peoples, with the Soviet Union as the vanguard,
a major historical responsibility develved upon
the Albanian communists, namely, to provide,
as soon as possible, a political leadership for the
Albanian people by forming the Communist
Party as a fundamental condition for organi-
zing, directing and intensifying the anti-fascist
national-liberation war. There was no other
way out, and none but the communists could
take upon themselves such a task under the
specific historical conditions of the country.
The sound internationalist communists of the
groups became well aware of this. Regardless
of the ideological differences existing among
them, the Albanian communists were united by
-the boundless affection they all nurtured for
their country and for the Soviet Union. This
became a very important factor in the closing
of the ranks and the collaborating ‘hetween
them. Thus, a new stage began also for the
communist movement itself, Now:

« .. more than ever was felt, espe-
cially at the grassroots, the great harm
that was caused tc the communist
movement by the sterile squabbles
between the groups, and the pressing
need to put an end to this conflict
in order to achieve the necessary con-
ditions for the unity of the movement
in Albania-~ 1)

1) Resolution of the Meeting of the Communist
Groups. Principal documents of the Party of Labor -
" of Albania, vol. I, p. 14-15
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Immediately, the fighting against fascism
which was to unite the communists, assumed
wide proportions. A good number of the mem-~
bers of all the groups were linked with one
another in fighting operations against the inva-
ders and traitors to.the country. The desire to
fight of the rank and file communists after the
Hitlerite aggression against the USSR could
not be opposed even by the leaders of the
Shkodra Group who had expressed their view
that «the communists should fight when the
Soviet Union entered the Second World War.
Now the main role in the Shkodra Communist
Group was played by Qemal Stafa and Vasil
Shanto who had begun to collaborate with
Enver Hoxha. The line of anti-fascist national-
liberation war had become predominant in this
group. The instructions issued to the group
members at the time contained, among others,
such exhortations as «As people who love your
country, integrate with the masses, win their
sympathy, come to terms with them and pre-
pare them for an armed national movement». 1}

Their common political line brought the
Shkodra Communist Group close to that of
Korga and made possible the conclusion in
August 1941, of the agreement to collaborate in
and organize together a number of anti-fascist

1) Instructions issued by the Shkodra Group to
its members (Central Archives of the Party).
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operations. Later the «Youth» Group, too, joi-
ned this agreement, while the «Zjarri» Group
did not respond to the call for collaboration.
Among the most important of the joint anti-fas-
cist operations of the groups was the mass
anti-fascist rally in Tirana on October 28, 1941,
the anniversary of the fascist celebration of the
«March on Rome». Broad masses of the people
of the capital took part in it. Enver Hoxha
was the chief organizer of this demonsiration.
The fascists retaliated fiercely. Hunted by the
fascists, Enver Hoxha was obliged to resort to
clandestinity. The fascist authorities passed a
death sentence on him ’in absentia’. The Tirana
demonstration was the touchstone for the unity
of the Albanian communists. It showed the
strength of this unity in the heat of battle
against fascism as well as its importance in
mobilizing the popular masses for the national-
liberation movement.

The Tirana demonstration was followed by
another big rally in Korga on November 8, 1941,
also organized by the communist groups to
protest against the mass arrests the fascists had
made in the capital. Ii resulted in a blcody
encounter with the carabinieri and fascist
police. It was there that Koci Bako, a veteran
member of the Korgca Group, was killed.

The political success of these demonstra-
tions exerted a great influence on public opi-
nion in the country. They further enhanced the
name of the communists among the people.
Their success, on the other hand, greatly embar-
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rassed the fascist occupation authorities. They
were given to understand that they had to deal
with an opponent who was growing stronger,
consolidating and becoming ever more of a
menace to them,

The struggle of the Albanian communisis
themselves, created, at last, favorable condi-
tions for founding their party. Among the
ranks of the communist groups there had
sprung up professional revolutionary cadres
who had been able to rise above the disputes
among the groups, had definitely embraced the
line of an uncompromising war against the fas-
cist invaders and iraitors to the country, and had
striven to unify the Albanian communist move-
ment on this basis. It was these cadres who,
through their tireless efforts, prepared the
ideological and organizational framework of
the Albanian Communist Party.

The anti-fascist war waged by the commu-
nists of the various groups shook the very foun-
dations of the sectarianism and of the group
spirit, which had prevailed up to that time.
This struggle and their common ideclogy
became the decisive factors which led to the
1941 August agreement to organize a meeting
of representatives of all the principal commu-
nist groups which would take up the question
of amalgamating these groups and founding
the Communist Party of Albania.
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5. — THE FOUNDING OF THE COMMUNIST FARTY
OF ALBANIA

The Meeting of the Communist Groups to
found the party was held in secrecy in Tirana
from 8th to 14th of November, 1941. It was
attended by 15 persons. Among them were
Enver Hoxha, Qemal Stafa, Vasil Shanto, Pilo
Peristert and others.

The main problem for which the meeting
had been called was solved in principle right
at the start. On November 8th, the historic
decision was taken to merge the groups and
found the Communist Party of Albania.

The meeting heard the reports on the acti-
vity of each group, pointed out the successes
and shortcomings of the communist movement
in Albania and took up for discussion the vital
problems which faced the party.

The majority of the representatives expres-
sed their determination to put an end to the
divisions and build a single Marxist-Leninist
party based on a sound organizational and ideo-
logical unity and a militant political line.

Only Anastas Lula and Sadik Premte, the
principal leaders and representatives of the
«Youth» Group, tried to obstruct the attain-
ment of this objective. They did not dare
express themselves openly against the union
of the communist groups, for a union of this
kind was persistently demanded from the rank
and file. But they advanced and defended the
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familiar Trotskyite views of their group and
of the other traitors to Marxism-Leninism.
They tried to prove especially «the lack of a
proletariat», the «reactionary and conservative
nature of the peasantry-, the «lack of trained
cadres», the «danger to which the cadres were
exposed by open propaganda and agitation
against fascism», the «vain hope of relying on
the aid and support of the Soviet Unions. By
these arguments they aimed at creating the
belief that the formation of a single communist
party would be only a formal thing and that
the party would never succeed in becoming
the leader of the Albanian people and of direct—
ing the struggle for national likeration.

Enver Hoxha, supported by Qemal Stafa
and other participants at the meeting who stood
on Marxist-Leninist positions, waged a princi-
pled struggle against these liquidatory theses.
When they saw themselves beaten, Anastas
Lula and Sadik Premte agreed in a formal
way to submit to the majority and pledged
their word that they would abide by the deci-
sions of the meeting.

The Meeting of the Communist Groups defi-
ned the ideological and organizaticnal bases of
the party and worked out the fundamental
questions of its general line for the period of
the national-liberation war.

A Provisional Central Committee composed
of seven persons was elected to lead the party.
Enver Hoxha was charged with heading it
though no secretary was appointed.
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A stipulation approved was that none of
the former vprincipal leaders (chairmen and
assistant chairmen) of the groups would be
. elected to the leadership. This was not the
result of a simple agreement but an exigency
of the development of the communist and revo-
lutionary movement. Endowed with a pronoun-
ced spirit of groupism, the group leaders had
long been a stumbling block {o the union of
the Albanian communists into a single party and
had shown themselves incapable of directing
the communists and revolutionary masses.

The 1deological The Meeting denounced
and Organizational the  social-democratic
Basis of the Party views on the party of

the working class which
Llazar Fundo tried to disseminate in Albania; it
exposed the entirely Trotskyite line and acti-
vity of the «Zjarri» Group, which ftried to
legalize itself as «the Albanian Communist
Party», and decided without reservation that
the Communist Party of Albania would be
organized and consolidated as a party of the
new type:

«The party should not be a party of
the old type, a party similar to that
of the Second Social-democrat Inter-
nationale infested with decay, inacti-
vity, nepotism, factionalism and be-
trayal of the interests of the working
class. We want a party capable of
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leading the working class in battle
to victory.. .»1)

The Meeting denounced all the erroneous
views alien to Marxist-Leninist ideology which
had existed among the ranks of the Commu-
nist Groups. The «theory of cadres» was par-
ticularly stigmatized as defeatist and opportu-
nist for it isolated the communists from the
masses, kept therm as a sect trailing behind
the masses, and would finally lead to the
dissolution of the party.

Marxism-Leninism was adopted as the
vanguard theory which would guide the Party
in working out its program and in all its acti-
vity. In this connection the task was set:

«We should strive energetically to
uplift the cadres ideologically, theore-
tically and politically by imparting to
them the Marxist-Leninist theory.. .» 3

The Provisional Central Committee was
charged with the task of purging all the litera-
ture of the Communist Groups of anti-Marxist,
Trotskyite and anarchist material and of orga-
nizing the publication, in Albanian, the distri-
bution and study, of the «8hort Course of the

1} Resclution of the Meeting of the Communist
Groups. Principal Documents of the Party of Labor
of Albania, Vol. 1, p. 19.

2 ibid. p. 20.
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History of the Communist (Bolshevik) Party of
the USSR» as well as of a number of works
by Karl Marx, Friedrich Engels, Vladimir Ilich
Lenin and Joseph Vissarionovich Stalin.

Thus, right from the start, the Communist
Party of Albania raised to a higher level the
importance of the Marxist-Leninist theory and
the communist understanding of its members
as a force imparting life and vigor, opening up
prospects and pointing the way to victory to
the workers’ and the liberation movements of
the oppressed and exploited masses.

The Meeting decided to put an end once
for all to the rotten organizational structure of
the communist groups, to their loose discipline,
their spirit of factionalism and groupism, and
to set up a party on a sound Marxist-Leninist
organizational basis. Sound organization was
considered as the principal means of making
the Party indestructible and of ensuring 'the
application of its political line.

The first task assigned to the leaders of the
Communist Groups was to turn all the links
they had with their members over to the Pro-
visional Central Committee. Thenceforth, the
communists were obliged to carry out only the
organizational norms defined by the Meeting
and the Central Committee based on the. prin-
ciple of democratic centralism which is the
fundamental organizational principle of a
Marxist-Leninist party.

Directives were issued to replace, as soon
as possible, the old, narrow cells of two or
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three persons with new cells. These would in-
clude the former members of the groups after
their ranks had been purged of persons who
had shown pronounced trends of sectarianism,
opportunism and groupism. Besides the cells,
Regional Party Committees would be set up.
Strong ties should exist between the commit-
tees and cells. The Meeting demanded that
the cells show more initiative, merge with the
broad masses of towns and countryside and that
the committees continually assist them and
supervise their activities.

At the same time it was deemed necessary
te introduce new blood to increase the ranks
of the Party with new members, with resolute
fighters, workers and poor peasants, eliminating
fear and sectarianism in admitting them to
membership,

For admission to membership in the Party
the meeting approved V. 1. Lenin’s familiar
formula which he put in these terms:

«Any one can become a member of
the Party if he accepts the program of
the Party, takes part in a Party orga-
nization (cell} and pays his dues. 1)
Special attention was attached to the unity
and discipline of the Party:
«Without steel-like party discipline
and unity, our Party which has a great

1} Resolution of the Meeting of the Communist
Groups. Vol. I, p. 20.
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number of enemies, will not be able to
lead the struggle with success.» 1)

To ensure sound unity and striet discipline
the communists were called upon to keep their
eyes open and not tolerate the infiltration into
the Party ranks of careerist, trouble-making
elements of a pronounced petty bourgeois spirit
who can not accept discipline and who create
favorable ground for anti-Party activity. At
the same time, the Party organizations were
charged with the task of expelling from their
ranks without hesitation any one manifesting
anti-Marxist, opportunist and liquidatory
trends. It was siressed that nepotism, grou-
pism, factionalism and lack of discipline had
no place in the Party.

A basic problem which the meeting took
up for discussion and placed on the order of
the day was that of linking the Party with
the masses. It was persistently demanded that
the malady of groupism should be wiped out
without fail.

The meeting advised the communists never
to forget J. V. Stalin’s words:

«If they do not detach themselves from
the people, from the mother who has
given them birth, the communists will
be unbreakable-

1) Resolution of the Meeting of the Communist
Groups. Vol. 1, p. 22,

N
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In order to link themselves with the broad
masses of the urban and rural areas, with the
youth and the women, in order to persuade
them of the correctness of the Party’'s political
line, the Meeting pointed out this road to
them: to carry out militant and intensive pro-
paganda and agitation work among all strata of
the people, to carry out as many active political
and combative activities as possible; to aceom-
pany the Party’s work of political enlighten-
ment and its political and fighting activity with
the organization of the masses.

In order to ensure sound links with the
masses, the Meeting called for a change in the
work with youth and with women, for an end
to sluggishness, sectarianism and other blunders
the groups had committed in this regard. The
Provisional Central Committee was charged
with the task of setting up without delay an
Organization of the Communist Youth through
which all the Albanian youth would be mobi-
lized for the anti-fascist struggle. While among
women, the task was to do careful work
to see that women workers were enrolled in
the Party and that the female population were
mobilized for the liberation struggle.

The Meeting attached special attention also
to the preservation of the Party from its ene-
mies who would do their utmost to destroy it.
The Italian fascist invaders and their Alba-
nian lackeys would launch their main attack
on the Communist Party rather than on the
groups. They were backed up in this by the
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Trotskyites of the «Zjarri» Group and the
renegates from communism. Therefore, the
Meeting called on the Party members to display
high vigilance, to keep Party secreis and to
accustom the Party to work in complete clan-
destinity. In this connection the Meeting sharp~
ly condemned the views of certain opportunists
and traitors among group members who held
that, under torture by the police or carabinieri,
a communist might confess without necessarily
commiting treason. These were stigmatized as.
views alien to the party of the proletariat which
had to be eliminated mercilessly.

Demanding that the communists maintain
strict secrecy, the Meeting, at the same time,
drew attention to the need to understand this
correctly, and not to make it a reason to limit
their activity with the masses:

«Our secrecy is to safeguard the orga-
nization from the enemy, not to hide
behind a screen and shut ourselves up: -
in our own §hell» 1y

The Political Line The political line of the
for the National- Party was embodied in
liberation War the political tasks which

the Meeting of the Com-~
munist Groups ‘worked out. The strategic
aim of the Party for the historical period which
the country was passing through was expressed
in these terms:

1} Resolution of the Meeting of the Communist
Groups. Principal Documents of the PLA, Vol. 1, p. 2L
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«To fight for the national indepen-
dence of the Albanian people and for
the People’s Democratic Government
in an Albania free from fascism.» 1)

This strategic objective was dictated by
the basic antagonistic contradiction existing at
the time in Albania which demanded an urgent
solution in order to clear the way for national,
social, economic and cultural development,
namely, the contradiction between the people
and the fascist invaders. Another contradiction
existed also between the masses of the people
and the exploiting classes but at that time this
was of second importance. Under the concrete
conditions, this contradiction could not be sol-
ved apart from the primary antagonistic con-
tradiction because the landlors, chieftains and
the reactionary bourgeoisie constituted the
social support of the invaders in our country.
The interests of the principal exploiting classes
of the country were closely bound to those
of the fascist invaders. Therefore, the attain-
ment of the sirategic objective of the Party
could not but affect the interests of these
classes, of these tools of the foreign enslavers
as well,

The Italian fascists were the plenipoten-
tiary rulers in Albania and, as a consequence,
they were also the principal enemies of the
Albanian people at the time, Further, all those

1} Resolution of the Meeting of the Communist
Groups, Vol. I, pp. 22-23.
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who had sided with the invaders and had
served them to oppress the Albanian people
were stigmatized as traitors, as tools of fascism,
and war was declared against them, the same
as against the invaders.

The principal force and those most interes-
ted in attaining this strategic objective, were
the workers and peasants who bore the main
brunt of the fascist oppression. Therefore, the
Party set as one of its most important tasks:

«to set up military units and spread them
among the masses of workers in urban and
rural areas- 1)

The non-worker patriotic strata were also
interested in ensuring national independence.
Therefore, the Party could not afford to neglect
these strata and it set down the rule of carrying
on ceaseless work in order to mobilize them
in the national-liberation movement.

«..Unite with all the nationalists?)
who really want a free Albania, with

1) Resolution of the Meeting of the Communist
Groups. Prinecipal Documents of the PLA, Vol I,
p. 22

2) Nationalist was the usual name for the patriots
who loved their country and wanted its liberation
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all the honest Albanians who want to
fight against fascism» 1),

With this was launched the idea of the Na-
tional-liberation Front, an idea which would
be more thoroughly worked out in a more de—
finite and concrete form during the develop-
ment of the war.

Anticipating that the fascist invaders and
local reaction would resort to all means and
methoeds to prevent the militant unity of the
Albanian people, the Meeting of the Commu-~
nist Groups called for the exposure and de-
feat of all the manoeuvres of the Italian fas-
cists and of the Quisling government to disrupt
the national-liberation front of the Albanian
people.

When the Communist Party of Albania
was founded, there was not a single anti-fas-
cist political party which could represent the
interests of the bourgeoisie or of any other

from the foreign yoke but nurtured no ulterior revo-
lutionary aims. But the name of nationalist was also
appropriated by the pseudo-patriots from the ranks.
of landlords, chieftains and the reactionary bour-
geoisie. Therefore, in order to draw a line between
the reactionary and traitorous elements and the real
patriots, the latter were referred to as «honest.
nationalists» or «patriotic nationalists.

1} Resolution of the Meeting of the Communist
Groups. Principal Documents of the PLA, Vol. I, p. 12.
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class or stratum of the population. Neverthe-
less, in principle, the Meeting was in favor of
the Communist Party’s collaboration with other
anti-fascist political parties in matters pertai-
ning to the organization of the war against the
invaders, if such parties were to be formed.
For the liberation of the country and the
establishment of a People’s Democracy in Al-
bania, the Meeting reached the conclusion that
the only real and sure path to follow under
the existing circumstances was that of an
armed uprising against fascism. It decided:

«...to prepare the people politically
and militarily to engage in a general
armed uprising, embracing all the pa-
iriotic and anti-fascist forces in the
struggle». 1)

While choosing the general armed siruggle
as the principal form, the Party did not neglect
the other forms of struggle like strikes, anti-
fascist demonstrations, sabotage, oral and writ-
ten exposure of the enemies and so on. But
the objective of all these activities was to
prepare the people for a general armed upri-
sing.

The organization of an armed uprising
required, of course, the organization of the

1) Resolution of the Meeting of the Communist
Groups. Principal Documents of the PLA, Vol I,
p. 23.
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armed ferees, of the National-liberation Army.
The Meeting stressed that without setiing up
a real people’s Army capable of dealing cease-
less blows at the enemy, of smashing their
military and political apparatus, there could be
no question of an armed uprising, no question
of liberating the country, of winning national
independence or of establishing a People’s De-
mocratic Government.

Under conditions of the occupation of Al-
bania and of the Second World War, it was
impossible for the armed uprising to break out
immediately, for the People’s Revolutionary
Army to be created all at once. The develop-
ment of the armed uprising and the creation
of the National-liberation Army was a whole
process in itself. This idea was clearly reflected
in one of the political tasks defined by the
Meeting for the organizing of the partisan
movement, the setting up of guerrilla units
and bands as the framework of the future
People’s Army and as a tangible basis for the
preparation of the general uprising,

In line with its strategic objective and the
conditions created in the international situation
as a result of the entry of the Soviet Union
into the Second World War, the Communist
Party of Albania also designated the external
allies of the Albanian people as well as their
attitude towards these allies.

. On an international scale, the Albanian
National-liberation War was an integral part
of the anti-fascist struggle the world over. In
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their struggle the Albanian people should align
themselves with the most active participants of
the great anti-fascist coalition.

In this connection, the Meeting of the
Communist Groups considered the Soviet
Union, Great Britain, the United States of Ame-
rica and all the enslaved people who fought
against the common enemy — the German, Ita-
lian and Japanese fascists, — as the allies of the
Albanian people. It set the task of linking the
Albanian National-liberation War with the
Great Anti-fascist World War.

The Party made a very correct assessment
of the alliance of the Soviet Union with Great
Britain and the USA as a military alliance
dictated by the circumstances in order to save
the world from the menace of fascist bondage.
At the same time, it made different assessments
of these allies and maintained a differentiated
stand towards them.

The Provisional Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Albania issued a call to
the Albanian people, who should link their
National-liberation War closely with the heroie
war of the Soviet Union which stood at the
forefront of battle against fascism )

The Communist Party of Albania conside-
red the Soviet Union as the loyal and sincere
ally of the Albanian pecple which would also

1) The first proclamation of the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of Albania. Principal

Documenis of the PLA, vol. I, p. 27.
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help them to establish and consolidate People’s
Power in Albania, Whereas Great Britain and
the USA were only temporary allies in the war
against the fascist States.

The Meeting of the Communist Groups
called to found the party, assigned the task of
«developing love for the Soviet Union» by
popularizing its role as a vanguard fighter
against fascism and, at the same time, its major
achievements in socialist construction.

It issued instruction also «to promote love
and close militant collaboration between the
Albanian people and the Balkan peoples, parti-
cularly, the Serbian, Greek, Montenegran and’
Macedenian peoples»~ who had risen in the anti-
fascist liberation struggle.

Finally, the Meeting expressed iis confi-
-dence that the newly-set up Communist Party
would soon put an end to the sickly state in
the communist movement in Albania, that it
would take the lead in battle and that it would
become capable of accomplishing its great his-
toric task as leader of the Albanian people for
their pational liberation and social emanecipa-

. tion.

The historic significance of the Meeting
of the Communist Groups lies in that that it
founded the Communist Party of Albania as a
revolutionary Marxist-Leninist party of the
working class, a party of the new type.

It armed the Party with a clear political
program that responded to the demands and
-aspirations of the broad masses of people, of
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the Fatherland and of socialism. This program
was far from complete and the tasks had not
keen worked out in detail, for such a thing
required a much wider experience of the revo-
lutionary work and struggle of the Party and
of the masses. But this program was built on
Marxist-Leninist scientific foundations.

The results of the Meeting mark the tri-
umph of Marxism-Leninism over Trotskyism
and opportunism in the workers’ and commu-
nist movement in Albania.

In its primary capacity as a representative
of the interests of the working class, the Com-
munist Party of Albania assumed the res-
ponsibility of defending, at the same time, the
interests of all the laboring masses, of the
enslaved people of Albania, Therefore, the
founding of the Party was a major victory of
the Albanian people as a whole.

For all these reasons, the Meeting of the
Communist Groups had the significance of a
Constituent Congress,
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CHAPTER II
THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF ALBANIA —

ORGANIZER AND LEADER OF THE WAR -

FOR THE LIBERATION OF THE COUNTRY
AND FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
PEOPLE’S POWER

(1941-1944)

1. THE ORGANIZATION OF THE PARTY.
ATTEMPTS TO UNITE AND MOBILIZE THE
MASSES IN THE NATIONAL-LIBERATION WAR.

The Party had to cope with very great
difficulties and obstacles in order to accomp-
lish its historic tasks.

From the communist groups, from which
it had originated, the Party inherited very
weak connections with the masses. Throughout
the country savage terror reigned. The Italian
armed forces, maintaining the occupation
regime in Albania, reached nearly 100 thou-.
sand men. In December 1941, «strong man»
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Mustafa Kruja, a lackey and inveterate agent
of fascism, was placed at the head of the
Quisling government, in order to crush the
communist organizations and to subjugate the

- Albanian people. The work of the Party was

impeded by the fifth column and the «Zjarri»
chiefs, who had passed over to the service
of the aggressors, as well as by other enemies.
Undér these circumstances, ali Party activity
had to be carried out by clandestine methods.

To prosecute the armed struggle, the
Party needed weapons, financial means, and
military cadres.

As a newly set up Party, it had insuffi-
cient experience of political leadership, its
members lacking a thorough and extensive
theoretical preparation.

However, all these obstacles and difficul-
ties, of which the Central Committee and all
the Albanian communists were fully aware,
did not prevent the Party from pushing ahead
courageously. It did not make the mistake of
waiting to first prepare the cadres, to find
arms and money, tc accumulate experience,
{o strengthen itself theoretically and only then
to start the work and the war. All this had
to be acquired in the course of fighting, by
relying on the revolutionary situation created
within the country, on the lofty patriotism of
the people, on the loyalty of the Albanian
communists to Marxism-Leninism and the
cause of communism in general. Its confidence
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in the victory of the World antifascist forces
and, in the first place, in the victory of the
Soviet Union over fascism, further sirengthe-
ned the Party’s conviction that it would succeed
in carrying out its tasks.

First Organizational The most pressing task
Measures was to organize the

Party. All the members
of the Provisional CC were dispatched to
various districts in order to set up new
Party cells, to organize Party conferences,
and to form district Party cemmittees. Some
200 communists were chosen from the mem-
bers of the former communist groups and
admitted to membership of the cells. Eight
district committees were set up. The majo-
rity of them emerged from Party con-
ferences. In the cells and at the conferences,
the communists vigorously supported the fu-
sion of groups and the welding of them into
a single Albanian communist party, which
they had long demanded. They approved the
political line of the Party laid down at the
Meeting of the Communist Groups, and ex-
pressed their determination to fight unreser-
vedly under the guidance of the Provisional
Central Committee.

Almost all the early cells were organized
in the towns. The first members of the Party
were mainly workers, artisans and intellec-
tuals. Close to each Party cell there was set
up an educational group of militants loyal
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to the cause of the people and socialism who,
it was thought, might eventually become
- Party members. Groups of sympathizers also
were organized.

The organization of the Party was almost
completed in January 1942,

Within this period, the Provisional Central
Committee also took measures for the creation
of the Albanian Communist Youth Organiza-
tion, which was founded on November 23,
1941, by young militant communists attached
to communist groups. Qemal Stafa, member of
the Central Commitiee of the Party, was chosen
ag Political Secretary of the Communist Youth
Organization. Under the direct supervision of
the Central Committee and of Comrade Enver
Hcxha personally, the Communist Youth Crga-
nization was built on Marxist-Leninist foun-
dations. It was assigned the task of becoming
the surest and the most powerful assistant of
the CPA for the education of the broad masses
of the Albanian youth in the spirit of patrio-
tism and with communist ideas, for the mobi-
lization of these masses in the antifascist libe-
ration war. The Albanian youth was an inex-
haustible source of revolutionary energy. The
Party regarded them as the greatest source
of the most active anti-fascist revolutionary
forces. Replying to the szlute addressed by the
Communist Youth Organisation on the occasion
of its founding to the Central Committee of
the CPA, Comrade Enver Hoxha wrote:
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«The Party cherishes the greatest
hopes that the Albanian Communist
Youth will be worthy of the trust our
young Party has placed in them and
that they will know how to carry out
the lofty task they have been assigned
to in » revolutionary manner... in
steel-like wnity of mind and of heart
with the Pacty, to organize and to
lead the enslaved Albanian youthin a
revolutionary manner toward their
bright future, toward their liberaticn
from the mediaeval chains of fascist
bondage and toward a new life of
progress, culture and joy». 1)

For the ideological advancement of the
Party members and of the young communists,
the study of the history of the Communist
(Bolshevik) Party of the Soviet Union and

of the

fundamental problems of Marxism-

Leninism was organized in Party cells, in the
educational groups, the sympathizers groups
and among activists of the communist youth.
|

‘The Foremost Task: Along with the work
Linking up with the to lay and strengthen

Masses

its organizational and
ideological foundations,

the Communist Party of Albania did its utmost
to link up with the masses and to convince

1) Principal Documents of the PLA, vol. I, p. 29.
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them of the correctness of its political line.
It placed this task in the forefront, as the key
to solving the problem of uniting and mobili-
zing the people in the struggle.

Immediately after the founding of the
Party, the Provisional Central Committee
addressed itself to the entire Albanian people
with a proclamation which resounded like a
battle cry:

«We call onr all true Albanians who
really hold Albania dear, to unite all
our forces and place them at the
service of the war for national libe-
ration. Open war is the only stand to
take toward the invader. Each son of
this land of ours should be a soldier
in the National-liberation War. To
vanquish the enemy, our struggle must .
be organized, united, and powerful...

Everyone unite in the war for
national liberation against the fascist
invader!» 1)

The CPA devoted great attention to pro-
paganda and agitation by the press and by
word of mouth. The Central Committee issued
repeated calls and distributed leaflets addressed
fo the entire Albanian people or, separately,
to peasants, soldiers, women and to youth.

1) The First Call of the CC of the CPA. Impor-
tant Documents of the PLA, Vol. I, p. 27-28.
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Appezls and leaflets were issued by the Party
district committees as well. From the early
part of 1942, the local Party organizations also
issued communiques and periodic bulletins on
the events of the antifascist war at home and
abroad.

Never before had any political group or
organization in Albania ever carried out such
widespread and militant propaganda and agi-
tation with such sound ideological content, so
clear and down to earth, as the propaganda and
agitation the Communist Party of Albania
began to carry out with the masses of work-
ers, peasants, intellectuals, youth, women, and
soldiers. Through this untiring work, the Party
elucidated its general line, explained the inter-
national and internal situation, popularized the
Soviet Union and the heroic war of the Red
Army, denounced fascism, the Italian inva-
ders, the Hitlerite aggressors and the iraitors
to the Albanian people.

Of all forms of agitation and propaganda,
agitation by word of mouth occupied the most
important place — discussions with people,
separately or in small groups, discussions at
gatherings of workers, of peasants, and of the
youth. This form of agitation yielded most
satisfactory results. The communists penetra-
ted wherever the masses gathered. In order
to come in contact with the people, they made
use of all the means and methods that came
to hand. They exploited extensively all old
and new acquaintances, national and popular
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festivities, weddings, market-days, family ties
and so on. '

Relying on the general line of the Party,
the Provisional Central Committee elaborated
its principal slogans to be disseminated through
its publications, in antifascist demonstrations,

and by means of oral agitation. The slogans
responded to the demands and aspirations of

the masses, they were comprehensible and
acceptable to the people. The slogan «Death to
fascism! Freedom to the people!» became the
basic motto of the National-liberation War.

As a result of the Party propaganda work,
the need to unite in an organized war against
the invaders became more clear. This aroused
a revolutionary enthusiasm, especially among the
masses of the youth. Young communists succeed-
ed in breaking up the youth sports and cultural
associations set up by the Italian fascists and
replacing them with new organizations under
the direct guidance of the Communist Youth.

Propaganda and militant agitation were a
most efficient weapon to win over the masses,
but that was not enough. The CPA had drawn
valuable lessons from the shortcomings in the

“work of the communist groups, realizing from

the start that the masses understood and
mastered what the Party told them only
if words were backed up by facts, concrete
actions responding directly to their demands,
interests, and aspirations.

At first, a section of the population, espe-
cially in the countryside, did not understand
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‘the objectives and the political activity of the
communists, because the Party had not yet
become well known, and because they had
prejudices inculeated by bourgeois propaganda
against communism and communists.

The Central Committee instructed the
Party district commitees to organize and carry
out more and more political and militant ae-
tions, such as antifascist demonstrations, strikes,
acts of sabotage, armed operations, and so on,
as the most important means of strengthening
the Party and linking it with the masses. The
communists were required to become examples
of valor, determination, and loyalty to the
people and the homeland.

In December 1941 and the beginningef the
year 1942, guerrilla units set up in almost
all the cities carried out operations under the
direct guidance of district Party committees.
The first guerilla units comprised communists,
communist youth and sympathizers. They were
small armed groups of from 5 to 10 persons.
‘The members of the units in general were not
«illegalss. '

At the beginning of the year 1942, the
guerilla units in Tirana, Korga, Vlora, Shko-
dra, Giirokastra and other cities killed dozens
of Ttalian fascist officers and high officials,
Albanian spies and traitors. They attacked
and blew up arms depots and other military
.objectives.  Antifascist demonstrations took
place under the guidance of district Party
committees in Shkodra, Tirana, Durrés, Elba-
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san, Vlora, and in other localities. It was in
these clashes with the enemy that the first
Party members fell.

The actions of guerilla units were not
intended solely to inflict losses on the enemy,
but they were aimed, first and foremost, at
bringing political advantages to the national-
liberation movement, at influencing the rise
of the political consciousness of the masses.

The armed actions and antifascist demon-
strations aroused admiration for the commu-
nists among the broad masses of the people
and rapidly raised the authority of the CPA.
The exceptional valor and maturity displayed
by the communists in their struggle against
fascism rallied the masses closer and closer
around the Party and won the people’s trust.

Early in 1942, the Central Committee of
the Party issued instructions that steps should
be taken for the organization of partizan bands,
as soon as the necessary conditions, especially
the bases of the movement, were established
in the countryside. The partizan bands would
be able to carry out more powerful actions and
on a broader scale than the guerilla units.

The Party accompanied its propaganda and
militant agitation, its political and military
actions with its work for the organization of
the people. It did not begin its work with
the creation of mass organizations, because
the masses had to be politically prepared
beforehand for such organizations. The initial
forms used for the organization of the people
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were the individual ties of the Party members,
of the young communists and of the sympathi-
zers with the workers, peasanis, craftsmen,
intellectuals, women, secondary school students,
as well as the sports and cultural circles of
the youth, women’s handicraft courses and
educational gatherings. These forms ensured
the participation of the masses at illegal gathe-
rings and conferences and effected their poli-
tical enlightenment and active participation
in the antifascist movement.

In February 1942 the Central Committee
of the Party issuedthe firstinstructionsto esta-
blish national-liberation councils which would
serve as instruments organizing and mobilizing
the people for the antifascist war and at the
same time, as the «nuclei of our future govern-
ment»1). The councils were to serve as very
important links in the connections of the Party
with the broad masses of the people and unite
them in the National-liberation Front.

Of particular importance in linking the
CPA with the pecple was its correct attitude
toward the patriotic nationalists. A section of
them exerted an important influence over va-
rious strata of the population, in the country-
side especially. By collaborating with the pa-
.iriotic nationalists, it would be possible to draw
into struggle also those sections of the masses
of the people who were under their sway. The
Central Committee and the district Party

1) Principal Documents of the PLA, Vol I, p. 39,
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commitiees displayed great care, patience and
tact in dealing with the nationalists. This sec—
tor of work was considered as one of the most
important, and requiring special attention.
While aiming at uniting and sincerely colla~
borating with the nationalists, the CPA had
always to take into account the indecisiveness
and vacillation of some of them, their inconsis-
tency in a revolutionary war for the democra-
tization of the country, their tendencies to com~
promise with the imperialists. The Party had
to cope with the instability and neutralize the
influence of those nationalists who, for some
reason or other, did not agree to take part in
the National-liberation War but who did not
collaborate with the fascist aggressors, either.
The collection of material aid for the Party
and the National-liberation War was treated
as part of the work with the masses. No one
other than the people could help them surmount
their financial and material difficulties. Any
voluntary aid in cash or in material, no matter
how small, given by the workers, craftsmen,
peasants, small or medium tradesmen, teachers
or any other patriot to the Party, was at the
same time an approval of its line, a brigde lin-
king the Party with the masses. The campaigns
carried out by the Party organizations collecting
aid for the Party and the National-liberation
War served as a means to do an extensive work
of political enlightenment of the people. One
such campaign, for instance, was organized
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in January 1942, throughout Albania under the
name: «The Communist Party Week,

The popularizing of the Communist Party,
the growth of its authority with the masses, the
audacious actions of the guerilla squads and the
antifascist demontrations aroused zlarm among
the fascist invaders and traitors. The occupation
authorities and the Quisling government hastily
took a series of emergency measures aimed at
annihilating the Communist Party. Martial law
was reinstated and special orders were issued
to carry out «a firm policy against subversive
elements-.

On the other hand, the Italian enslavers
resorted to new manoeuvres in order fo deceive
the Albanian people, particularly, the natio-
nalists and the youth. The fascist propaganda
depicted the national-liberation movement as
merely a «communist» and <«anti-national mo-
vement», Mustafa Kruja attempted to convince
public opinion that fascist Italy was the archi-
tect of «Great Albania~ and the protector of the

national independence of the Albanian people.

Mussolini sent instructions to the Jtalian viceroy
in Tirana «to give the Albanians more auto-
nomy». The invaders decided to remove the
«fascist symbol» and the crown of Savoy from
the Albanian flag; as they construed these signs
t0 be «the cause of the resentment and revolt
of Albanian patriots». The word «National»
was added to the title of the «Albanian Fascist
Party». :
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But fasecist terror and- demagogy were
powerless to stop the growth of the national-
liberation movement and the authority of the
Communist Party of Albania,

Appreciable successes were achieved as
early as the first months of the Party’s exis-
tence. Nevertheless, these successes could not
be considered as satisfactory. The work of the
communists was affected by sectarianism, a
malady inherited from the past. Little had been
done for the organization of workers, but the
greatest weakness lay in the work with the
peasants. Out-of-date mental attitudes from
the former communist groups, according to
which the peasantry had to remain outside the
sphere of communist work, greatly hindered a

‘proper understanding of the decisive importance
-of linking the peasantry with the Party and of

ensuring their active participation in the Natio-
nal-liberation War. There were a number of
Party members who found it difficult to go to
the countryside and expected the peasants to
come to the city to work with them.

The Central Committee emphasized that
the Party activity was hampered not only by
hangovers from earlier work of the communist
groups, but also by the spirit of groupism which
was still accentuated, as well as by the factional

-anti-Party activities of Trotskyites AnastasLula,

Sadik Premte and a number of their like, all

-of them former members of the «Youth» Group.

There were signs that a dangerous anti-
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Marxist liguidationist trend was crystallizing
within the Party.

The spirit of groupism and the hostile acti-
vity of the Trotskyites within and outside the
Party were a great obstacle to the expansion
and the strengthening of the links with the
broad masses of the people, and to their join-
ing the antifascist war,

The Conference of For the purpose of sur-
the Party activists mounting this obstacle
of the CPA and imparting a new

impulse to the work of
the Party, the Provisional Central Committee
called the first Conference of the Party Acti-
vists of the CPA.

The Conference was opened in Tirana ‘on
April 8, 1942, under the leadership of Comrade
Enver Hoxha. The members of the Central
Committee, the political and organizational se-
cretaries of the district committees and a num-
ber of other communists took part in it. All the
questions discussed were centered on the pro-
blem of linking the Party more closely with the
masses, on their organization and mobilization
in the National-liberation War.

Pointing out the successes achieved in the
political work of the Party, the first Confe-
rence of the Party Activists remarked that in
‘Albania,

«the idea of a general uprising is going
through a process of formation and
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of consolidation, and the people are
beginning to realize that their Ilibera-
tion should and can be won through
their own efforts, by linking their
own war with that of the Soviet
Union, America, Britain and China, as
well as with that of the enslaved coun-
tries» I).

The successes achieved, however, were
regarded only as the first steps. The Party
would have created more wide-spread and
stronger conmections with the masses, had it
not been affected by the spirit of groupism,
had its discipline not been violated, and erro-
neous theories spread by unhealthy and fac-
tionist elements,

The Conference considered the weakness
of the connections of the Party organizations
with the masses of workers impermissible.

«But how can our Party be strong
without workers», it remarked, «when
the workers should be its basis?» %)

In this regard the communists were charged
with carrying out an untiring explanatory poli~
tical and organizational work with the workers,
to rally them meore and more around the Party

1) Resolution of the First Conference of the Party
Activists of the CPA, April 8, 1942, Important Docu-
ments of the PLA, Vol. I, p. 56-57.

2) Ibid. p. 61.
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and to prepare leading cadves for the National-
. liberation War from among them.

The activists devoted special attention to
the work to be carried out to attract the masses
of peasants and to mobilize them in struggle.
-As a condition for surmounting the difficulties
which had to be confronted in this field, the
communists were urged to fight their old
outlooks and their defeatist views regarding the
peasaniry, to getweltdugin the countryside, fo
become acquainted with thelife of the peasants
and to know and feel their troubles and their
problems.

The Conference instructed the Party orga-
nizations to renounce all backward ideas in
their work with the youth and women, to
improve and intensify their activity in these
sectors. The youth and women should become
powerful supports of the Party.

The Party activists assessed as correct the
practice pursued by the Central Committee in
giving priority to the political and military
activities.

«Without action there is no communis}
party ... What raises and strengthens
the party is action and the struggle.
We cannot become linked with the
people, if we cannot prove to them
that we are capable of leading them» 1)

1) Resolution of the ¥irst Conference of the
Party Activists of the CPA, April 8, 1942, Principal
Documents of the PLA, Vol. I, p. 62
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The most pressing need for the broadening
of the armed struggle was considered to be the
increasing and strengthening of guerilla units,
the creation of partizan bands.

At this Conference, the concept of uniting
the masses of the people in the National-libe-
ration Front and creating the national-libera-
tion councils took a more concrete form.

The Conference assessed the Pariy’s close
conrections with the masses as the best index
of its strength and’ capability as a Marxist-
Leninist party, of the correctness of its poli-
ey, and as an essential condition for the pre-
servation of the Party from enemy attacks.

At the centre of the activity of the Party,
the activists placed the struggle against the
‘attempts of the fascists to lure the Albanian
people into a trap disguised with slogans of
nationalism and autonomy in order to incite
‘them to fratricidal war and antagonism with
their neighbors. '.

The activists pointed out that the main
internal problem of the Party was to eliminate
groupism and the factional activity within its
‘ranks. It advised Anastas Lula and Sadik
Premte to sever all their former connections,
to turn back from their crooked course, war-
ning them that severe measures would be taken
in case they did not do so. The Party activists
called for a purge of the Party, mercilessly
. expelling all incorrigible elements, but, at the

same time, exerting every effort to place the
unsteady elements on the right road. ‘
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As to admitting new members to the Party,
mainly from the ranks of the workers and
poor peasants, instructions were given to the
effect that the shortcomings of their theoreti-
cal and political knowledge should not bar them
from becoming members of the Party. These
insufficiently schooled but resolute people
would be further developed and educated as
fiery militants for the cause of the people and
communism, within the ranks of the Party.

While calling on the communists to fight
with all their might to eliminate the Trotskyite
trend within the Party, the Conference instrue- -
ted them not to neglect the struggle against
the renegades outside the Party, particularly,
against the Trotskyite «Zjarri» Group. They
should likewise be vigilant and frustrate all
the attempts of the Italian fascists and the
internal reactionaries to have their agents pro-
vocateurs penetrate the ranks of the Commu-
nist Party.

2. DEALING A SMASHING BLOW AT THE FAC-
TIONIST LIQUIDATORY TREND AND ESTABLISH-
ING UNITY IN THE PARTY

After the Conference of the Party Acii-
vists, Anastas Lula and Sadik Premte, far from
renouncing their disruptive activity against
the Party, intensified it further. The promise
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they had made at the Meeiing of the Commu-
nist Groups called for the founding of the
Party, namely, that they would submit to the
will of the majority and to the directives of the
Central Committee, was only a pretence. Taking
advantage of the great difficulties the young
Communist Party had to cope with, they resor-
ted to all ways and means to sabotage the
organizational consolidation of the Party and
the implementation of its political tasks. A.
Lula and S. Premte continued to maintain their
old connections with most of the former mem-
bers of the «Youth» Group. Infringing the rules
and norms set by the Party, they held «orga-
nizational» and <educational» meetings with
them and gave them directives in opposition
to those of the Central Committee. They did
not turn over to the Party all the theoretical
and propaganda material, nor the eguipment
and finances of their group,

The dissidents continued to strongly oppose
the general line of the Party, sabotaging the
activity of the Central Committee, of the dis-
trict committees and of the Party cells in every
way. :

The faction members were assigned the
task of occupying leading posts, alleging their
«greater capabilify» and «superior theoretical
preparation»! From these positions they were
to strive to seize the reins of the Central
Committee,

To attain their objective, the dissidents
had directed their principal blows at the Party
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leaders in the center and in the distriets and
accused them of being incapable and unschool-
ed persons, who knew only how to give orders
but not how to lead. They cried themselves
hoarse at the «injustice» that had been done
to the «Youth» Group, which allegedly was
not adequately represented in the Central
Committee nor in the district committees of
the Party, and demanded that this situation

should be changed.

Anastas Lula and Sadik Premte with their
associates instigated discontent among ambi-
tious, conceited, and careerist members of the
former communist groups and tried to win
them over to their side. They urged them to
demand an accounting for why they had not
been assigned responsibilities in the Party com-
patible with their merits and ability! .

The dissident group carried out its hostile
activity throughout the country, but it was in
Tirana that its activity reached its peak.

There was not the least doubt that an
anti-Party factional group with its own orga-
nizational connections and political platform
had been created within the Party. The politi-
cal platform of the dissidents consisted of the
discredited liquidatory theses according to
which armed struggle and cooperation with the
nationalists and peasants were impossible to
achieve, the antifascist alliance and, particu-
larly, the liberating role of the Soviet Union
in the war, were not to be relied upon, ete.
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The situation was really disquieting. The
newly founded Communist Party of Albania
was in great danger of ceasing to exist due to
blows dealt by the Italian fascists and the
Trotskyites of the «Zjarri» Group from outside,
and by the liquidationist faction from within,
There were even signs that some agents provo-
cateurs of fascism were operating in the ranks
of the Party. As a result of their activity,
the police had managed to capture and impri-
son a number of communists and non-Party
patriots. Qemal Stafa, Political Secretary of the
Central Committee of the Communist Youth
fell a victim of these agents. He was besieged
and killed in a Tirana house while fighting
heroically against the militiamen and carabi-
nieri on. May 5, 1942. The fascists also succee-
ded in detecting and seizing the equipment
and archives of the Central Committee and of
the Tirana District Committee. i

There was not complete unity in the Party.
Without a sound ideological and organizational
unity, without steel-like discipline equally obli-
gatory on all its members, the Party would
have been unable to win over and lead the
masses, and as a consequence, there could have
been no unity of the people around the Party,
and no victory achieved over the enemy.
Without unity the Party either would have
turned into a Trotskyite or social-democratic
party or would have been crushed.
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The Extraordinary To eliminate the great
Conference of the danger menacing the
Party Party, the Provisional
Central Committee con-
voked an extraordinary conference, which was
held on June 28 and 29, 1942 in Tirana. It
was attended by members of the Central Com-
mittee, members of the District Committee
and other communists of Tirana. Anastas Lula
and Sadik Premte were invited to attend.

Comrade Enver Hoxha presided.

The Extraordinary Conference dealt with
only one question: the elimination of the ligui-
datory factionist trend and establishing unity
in the Party.

The many efforts of the Party to put the
factionists on the right road had not yielded
any positive results because of their persistence
in their sabotage and ligquidationist activity.
Now «the cup was full to overflowing~, remar-
ked the Conference.

The groupism and lack of unity could not
be tolerated any longer in the Party, particu-
larly, at the crucial historic moments the coun-
iry was going through, when the national libe-
ration movement was mounting rapidly towards
a general uprising, and when the unity of the
people around the Party was obviously more
essential than ever.

The Conference emphasized:

«In order to be able to cope with .
the heavy and difficult tasks lying
before us, we absolutely must achieve
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identity of opinions and views in both
political work and in the organization
itself (identity of views should exist
in all Leninist-Stalinist type parties,
hence our Party also must be based
on these foundations, because identity
of views is indispensable, it is the
prime condition for the Party to achie-
ve its aims.)» 1) '

To ensure the unity and consolidation of
the Party, it was decided to purge it of all
the incorrigible factionists by expelling them
immediately. The Conference called on the
Party organizations to be ruthless against all
those who had wanted to bury the Party.

After weighing the crimes of Anastas Lula
and Sadik Premte and their closest accompli-
ces, the Central Committee, in line with the
assessments and proposals made at the Confe-
rence, decided to expel them from the Party.
Some other factionists were suspended for
three months.

In a special circular letter, the Central
Committee informed the entire Party of the
proceedings of the Extraordinary Conference
and of the measures taken against the principal

1) Circular of the CC of CPA about the con-
demnation of the:inimical activity of the Anastas
Lula and Sadik Premte group at the Extracrdinary
Party Conference, July 1942. Principal Documents
of the PLA, Vol. I, p. 81.
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leaders of the liquidatory factionist trend. At
the same time, it gave instructions that mea-
sures should be taken to expel factionists ope-
rating in the districts.

The factionists excluded from the Party,
the Central Committee recommended, should
not be outcast and entirely abandoned, but
should be helped to realize their mistakes.
Every effort should be made to bring back to
the Party ranks those who make amends. At
the same time severe steps were to be taken
against those continuing their hostile activity.

Finally, the Central Committee urged that
this purge should be correctly understood as an
operation to rid the Party of the liguidatory
factionists to establish unity in the Party, and
not as a measure directed against the former
«Youth» Group members. Under no circum-
stances should this Group as a whole be dis-
paraged simply for the fact that Anastas Lula,
‘Sadik Premte, and the most of the factionists
had come from this group. There were many
communists from the «Youth» Group who had
not been involved with the factionists, who
had given proof of their determination and
loyalty to the Party and stood in the forefront
of the struggle together with the other com-
rades.

The decisions of the Conference of the
Party Activists and those of the Extraordinary
Conference, as well as the directives of the
Central Commitiee, found complete approval
in the Party organizations throughout the coun-
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try. Within a short time the Party was purged
of all factionists and splitters. Hundreds of new
members, tempered in struggle, loyal to the
cause of the people and communism were
admitted to its ranks. Many supporters of the
factionist trends, deeply understanding their
mistakes, broke away from their Trotskyite
chiefs and wholeheartedly pledged to the Party
that they would firmly abide by its correct
line.

The defeat of the liquidatory factionist
trend sharpened the vigilance of the commu-
nists and invigorated the internal life of the
Party.

The struggle against the factionists brought
to light signs of rottenness and other shortco-
mings which had hampered the work and
consolidation of the Party.

At this time, the Central Committee cen-
sured the divisive activity of Mustafa Gjinishi,
of Ko¢o Tashko and certain other people dissa-
tisfied over their failure to be elected to the
Central and district commitiees of the Party.
In talks with Party members and non-Party
individuals, they deprecated nearly all the
Party directives, describing them either as
premature, or belated, either as sectarian, or
opportunist, fomenting, thus, personal grudges
that people might have. This was done to
engender distrust towards the Party leadership.
They had been repeatedly advised by the
Central Committee to refrain from this anti-
Party activity.
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During the siruggle to do away with the
factionist trend and establish -unity in the Party
ranks a secessionist tendency was detected in
the Gjirokastra District Committee. This com-
mittee had failed to carry out, and had even
distorted, the Central Committee’s directives
on the armed struggle and the partisan bands,
the national liberation councils, the youth, and
so forth. It did not report to the Central Com-
mittee about its activity nor send in the
principal instructions and propaganda materials
it issued. The person mainly to blame for
fostering these trends was Bedri Spahiu, at
the time political secretary of this district.

The Central Committee took these mani-
festations very seriously, severely condemned
the secessionist trend of the Gjirokastra District
Committee, dissolved it and organized the
election of a new committee. g

The energetic measures adopted by the
Provisional Central Committee found immediate
support in all the Party organizations throughout
the country. The dangers of groupism and factio-
nism threatening the newly created Commu-
nist Party were rooted out and a sound unity
was assured, — a  militant unity based on
Marxism-~Leninism.
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3. THE FOUNDING OF THE NATIONAL-LIBERA-
TION FRONT. THE BIRTH OF THE PEOPLE'S
POWER AND THE EXTENSION OF THE ARMED

STRUGGLE

The Conference of the Party Activists and
the Extraordinary Conference gave fresh
momentum to the work of the communists
aimed at making the Party’s political line clea-
rer to the broad masses of the people, at expo-
sing the new tacties of the enemy and mobili-
zing the people for war,

On the initiative of the Party and under
its guidance, the first national-liberation coun-
cils were set up in a number of villages. Besi-
des those in the towns, guerilla units were or-
ganized in a number of provinces. Non-Party
anti-fascists also fought alongside the commu-
nists in these combat units. The formation of
guerilla detachments had begun as far back as
Spring 1942. By July, fighting detachments
were operating in Peza, Kurvelesh, Gora, Skra-
par, Mockra, Shkodra, Devoll, Dibra and Mat.
They purged the first areas of the country of
the military and civil authorities of the fascist
invaders and the traitors..On the instructions
of the Central Committee, on July 24th all
telephone and telegraph lines were cut and
destroyed throushout Albania. Everyday mili-
tary vehicles along the highways were des-
troyed, fascist carabinieri and militia posts were
assailed, military depots were blown up, offices
of fascist organizations and other administrative
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buildings of the enemy were burned down,
ete. All these actions were accompanied with
demonstrations, protests, strikes and sabotage.

These unremitting activities panicked the
enemy, threw the occupation authorities and
their collaborating puppets into utter confusion.
Information and reports from the local military
and civil organs on the «alarming situation in
Albania», «the hopeless situation», «the pene-
tration of communist ideas into the people’s
minds» poured into Tirana and Rome. The
enemy resorted to fresh arrests and imprison-
ments of patriots, deportations of families of
fugitives and partizan fighters, issued new and
more rigorous orders providing the death pe-
nalty for any one carrying out anti-fascist acti--
vity. More communists laid down their lives
as martyrs showing great heroism in the armed
clashes against the enemy, or in prison, facing
torture, the firing squad, or the hangman.

These unremifting activities against the
Italian invaders and their stooges moved more-
and more people to embrace the political line
of the Party and give it their support and
assistance.

Zéri i Popullit «Zari i Popullit», the:
‘ organ of the Commu-
nist Party of Albania, the first number of
which came out on August 25, 1942, was a
powerful political weapon in the hands of
communists. It was founded by decision of the-
Provisional Central Committee and directed
by Comrade Enver Hoxha.
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In the leading article of its first number,
the organ of the CPA set as its objective:

«to unite all the Albanian people around
this organ, to unite all honest and anti-fascist
persons, regardless of their religious beliefs,
political opinions and trends... for an inde-
pendent, free and democratic Albania»¥)

«Zéri 1 Popullit» propagated the political
line of the Party, the anti-fascist war of the
Albanian people and of other peoples, explained
the road which must be followed for national
liberation, exposed the policy and the activity
of the fascist invaders and the Albanian traitors.
It published Party proclamations, articles and
comments on the internal and international
situation, chronicles on the principal events,
and correspondence from the various districts
of the country,

The publication of the «Zéri i Popullit»
was warmly received by the broad masses.
Through Party members, young communists,
and non-Party patriotic activists, «Zérj i Popu-
Hit», the word of the Party, was spread to all
corners of the country. It was read with the
greatest interest. Soon «Zéri i Popullit» became
the favorite newspaper of the Albanian people.

The Peza Conference Through its explanato-

ry, mobilizing, and or-
ganizing activity against the invaders dur-
ing the first months of its - existence, the

1) «Z&ri i Popullit~ No. 1, August, 1842,
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Party laid the foundations of the militant
wnion of the Albanian people. To strengthen
these foundations, to put the political and
organizational union of the people throughout
the country on a sound political and organi-
satior1] basis the CC of CPA called the Al-
banian National-liberation Conference.

. This Conference was held on September
16, 1942 in Peza. Besides the communists, natio-
nalists of differing political trends took part.
Some of these nationalists stood very close to
the Communist Party, having embraced its poli-
tical line and been active in fighting against
the invaders. Others supported the liberation
of the country and rallying the people in the
war against the foreign invaders, but were
taking no part in action, having adopted a wait-
and-see attitude. This category included ex-
King Zog’s supporters of whom the principal
representative was Abaz Kupi.

The Communist Party also invited another
category of nationalists, such as Mithat Frashéri
and others, who had not yet openly disclosed
their stand, to take part in the conference.
These nationalists did not accept and attempted
to boycott the Conference.

At the National-liberation Conference the
problem of uniting and organizing the Alba-
nian people in the war against the fascist inva-
ders was thoroughly discussed. The partici-
pants, including the overwhelming majority of
the nationalists, stressed the vigorous activity
and the great organizational role of the Com-
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munist Party in the National-liberation War.
It was pointed out that the Italian fascists and
Mustafa Kruja had not succeeded in dividing
the Party from the patriotic nationalists, that -
the communists had won the affection and
confidence of the people, that

«fascist propaganda about the' «com-
munist danger» and the «communists
being disloyal to the country» has been
exposed. Communism in Albania is
no longer the bogy of the peasant, of
the owner of medium means, of the
intellectual.»- 1)

Neither Abas Kupinor any other nationalist
. dared to oppose openly the guiding role
the CPA had begun to play in the strug-
gle. They strove to hinder the growth of
its authority by opposing some external
manifestations which bore the Party mark,
such as calling the fighting units «partizan»
units and the red star they adopted as an
emblem. This opposition and some contradictory
views on the mass participation of the youth
in the struggle and on some terms of the
resolution were surmounted after the repre-

i) Resolution of the Peza Conference, September
18, 1942, Documents of the Supreme_ Organs of the
National-liberation Revoluticnary Power, Tirana, 1962,
p. 12,
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sentatives of the CPA had patienily defended
their correct points of view. '

The Conference elected the (Provisional)
National-liberation General Council and adop-
ted unanimously the platform of the Nationai-
liberation War proposed by the Communist
Party. This platform contained the following
main items:

To wage uncompromising war against the
fascist invaders and the traitors, for a Iree,
independent, and democratic Albania.

The real foundations of the union of the
Albanian people had been laid and would be
strengthened only in battle with the invader.

Sound organization of all true Albanians
in a united National-liberation Front should be
effected without discrimination as to class,
political conviction, religion or region.

National-liberation councils should be set
up everywhere as organs uniting and mobilizing
the people in the war, and as organs of the
- people’s power.

The people’s general armed uprising should
be popularized and prepared for as the ultimate
stage, as the logical consequence of the partizan
war

An organized campaign should be waged
against the Agricultural Bank, Italian chare-
holders’ companies, and all exploiters who, by
the agency of the invaders, extorted profits
at the expense of the people.

The Peza Conference laid the foundations
of the National-liberation Front and of the
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people’s power. It confirmed the leading role
of the Communist Party of Albania in the
National-liberation War, thus making the
Party’s first great political victory.

The Peza Conference was not a conference
of political parties. Only the Communist Party,
the organizer of the conference took part as a
political party in its proceedings. There were
no other anti-fascist political parties partici-
pating.

Thus, the National-liberation Front was
nol founded as a coalition of political parties,
The Peza Conference legalized the voluntary
union of the breoad masses of the people, a
union whose foundations had been laid at
the grassroots in the war against the foreigh
invaders. It was the Communist Party that
forged this union and was the direct and scle
leader of the National-liberation Front. The
Front had at its foundations the alliance of
the working class with the peasantry, the latter
constituting its broadest base. In the program
of the Party, the patriotic nationalists saw the
fulfilment of their immediate national aspira-
tions and joined the National-liberation Front
either in groups of the same tendency or as
individuals. C

The National-liberation The theses advanced
Councils by Comrade Enver

Hoxha at the Peza
Conference on «the National-liberation coun-
cils as organs of the union and struggle of the
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Albanian people» were adopted as a bhasis for
setting up the national-liberation councils.

In the regions not yet liberated the councils
were combative organs uniting all the people’s
anti-fascist forces. They enlightened the masses
and launched them into struggle, prepared them
for the general uprising, collected material
aid necessary for the war, gathered information
on the movements and the size of the enemy
armed forces, organized the economic struggle
against the Ttalian capitalist companies and
sabotaged the accumulation of agricultural
products by the facists.

In liberated regions, the councilsexercised
the functions of organs of the people’s power.
They maintained law and order, looked after
the development of the economy, the food
supply, trade, sowing and harvesting of grain,
organized education, culture and the press; they
settled conflicts, patched up blood feuds, main-
tained the people’s readiness for war, and s0
on.

«The importance of the national libe-
ration councils is great», the Peza
Conference stressed. «Through them
the government functions and the peo-
ple are mobilized for struggle and for
the uprising.» 1)

1) The Resolution of the Peza Conference. Docu-
ments of the Supreme Organs of the National-libera-
tion Revolutionary Power, Tirana, 1962, p. 131.
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For the organization of the national-libera-
tion councils the CPA had the rich experience
of the Soviets, but, naturally, it did not merely
copy this experience. First and foremost, it
relied on the concrete circumstances under )
which the people’s antifascist uprising was
developing in Albania. ‘The composition of the
organs of this uprising harmonized with its
national-liberation character. These councils,
the Central Committee instructed in June 1942,
should include the militant representatives of
all the anti-fascist forces, regardless of their
political opinion and class background. The
concept of these councils was acceptible to the
masses of the people in Albania. From time
immemorial it had been a tradition of the Alba-
nians to create «conventions» and «councils»
whenever they felt obliged to rise up to fight
against foreign aggressors or to solve their inter-
nal problems. The national-liberation councils,
however, varied from the «conventions» and
«councils» of the past in their completely
new composition and organization. They were
born and grew as revolutionary democratic
organs created by the masses themselves under
the sole leadership of the Communist Party.
They were the negation of all the former anti-
pepular and exploiting State organs and orga-
nizations.

As such, the national liberation councils
won great popularity among the masses. Follo-
wing the Peza Conference their number increa-
- sed rapidly both in the liberated and not vet
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liberated regions. People saw in them the
defenders of their own interests and those of
the Fatherland.

Because in 1942 only some rural regions
had been liberated, the councils began to exer-
cise their functions as organs of people’s power
in the countryside, the towns being still occu-
pied by the Italian fascists. The councils became
important links binding the Party closely with
the peasantry.

The Partizan Detachments Besides the uni-

ting of the people
in the National-liberation Front and setting up
people’s councils the armed partizan struggle
was also extended and intensified.

Partizan warfare was a form of war known
and tested throughout centuries in Albania and
in other countries. The Albanian people preser-
ved strong traditions of patriotic guerilla war-
fare against foreign invaders. The Peza Con-
ference expressed.its conviction that the glo-
rious path of the forefathers of the Albanians
would be followed with courage and honour.

By making use of the guerilla warfare
experience of the former Albanian patriots, the
CPA imparted to the war against fascist inva-
ders and traitors a deeply popular and revolu-
tionary content.

The guerilla units were the first schools of
partizan warfare. Through the formation and
activity of partizan detachments, the partizan
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movement rose to a higher Ievel and assumed
vast proportions throughout the country.

The creation of fighting detachments in
general followed this course: the Party district
committee sent from the towns to the coun-
tryside a number of Party members, young
communists and sympathizers tested in the
guerilla units, charging them with the task of
organizing fighting detachments. Around this
nucleus, the fighting detachments were built
up mainly with peasants. The countryside
became the basis and the principal source of
partizan detachments.

There was no class limitation in the make
up of the fighting detachments. All those who
desired to fight the enemy were admitted. Only
persons with a shady past, common ecriminals
and robbers who had aroused the contempt and
hatred of the people were not allowed to join,
All the partizans were volunteers. There could
be 50-60 fighters in each partizan detachment.
At the head of each detachment stood the
commander and the political commissar, who
together directed its activity and were jointly
responsible for the readiness and the combat
and political preparation of the partizans, In
most cases commanders were not Party-mem-
bers, whereas commissars were representa-
tives of the Party within the partizan deta-
chments.

In each detachment there was a Party cell
which was its heart.

The detachments carried out intensive

188




combat activity against the fascist invaders
and traitors. At the same time, they had to
develop a political, cultural and educational
activity not only with the partizans but also
with the population of the region in which they
were operating. The fighting detachments had
the liberated zones as their base. There they
had already done away with the old oppressive
power and helped the people to set up national
liberation councils. They assisted the peasants
in their agricultural work and served as the
armed support of the people’s councils in main-
taining law and order.

In the partizan detachments the masses
saw for the first time their own army, the
champion of their own interests. They gave it
their all-round support. The partizan detach-
ments were given shelter and supplied with
food by the peasants; the towns people also
supplied various material aid. Without such aid
and without such all-round and unsparing
support from the people, the partizan war could
not have been organized and the people’s revo-
lutionary army could not have been set up.

Besides partizan detachments, after the
Peza Conference, territorial units made up of
volunteers were organized in the liberated
regions, in each large village or 2-3 small
villages. They were irregular self-defence
detachments which took up arms whenever
they were called upon by the partizan detach-
ments to carry through an important thrust
or to ward off operations undertaken by the
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€nemy against the Iliberated regions. These
detachments served at the same time as a
source of replenishment of the regular partizan
units.

Following the Peza Conference, the num-
ber of guerilla units, partizan and territorial
detachments, increased rapidly. By the end of
the year 1942 there were about 2,000 partizan
fighters, besides some thousands of others
taking part in the guerilla units in towns and
in the countryside.

In order to crush these detachments, from
September to December 1942, the Italian inva-
ders engaged in large scale punitive operations
in 27 regions of Southern, Central and Northern
Albania. They burned down hundreds of pea-
sants’ houses, massacred old and young people,
women and children, but they failed to attain
their objective of suppressing the partizan mo~
vement. In Peza, Skrapar, Dibra, Mat, Korga,
Kurvelesh, Vlora and other regions, thousands
of men and women joined the partizans in their
fight against the Italian hordes. Hundreds of
fascist soldiers, militiamen, and officers were
killed in bitter fighting.

The successes of the partizan warfare and
the utter failure of the 1942 Italian military
operations brought to light the inner rottenness
of the invaders, the invincible strength of the
Albanian people, and confirmed the correctness
of the policy pursued by the Communist Party.
A real people’s revolution had begun in Albania.

The echo of this heroic struggle passed
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heyond the boundaries of Albania, arousing the
admiration and high appreciation of the peoples
and countries fighting against fascism, In
December, 1942 the Government of the Soviet
Union in an official statement expressed its
sympathy for the liberation war of the Albanian
people. The Soviet Government did not recog-
nize any claim of Italian imperialism to Albanian
soil and desired to see the whole of Albania
 liberated and independent. Official statements
recognizing the anti-fascist struggle of the Al-
banian people were published simultaneously
also by the governments of the USA and of
Great Britain, although the latter purposely
made no declaration against imperialist claims
on Albania. These statements, particularly that
of the Soviet government, were of great support
to the Albanian people, strengthened their
confidence in victory, and helped to further
extend the armed struggle against the fascist
enslavers,

The Attitude of the The impulsive growth
€CPA towards the of the anti-fascist war
«Balli Kombé&tar» under the leadership of

the Communist Party
stirred all classes, groups and political
currents in Albania. The surge of anger
and the anti-fascist movement of the mas-
ses, the partizan warfare, had caused
an irreparable political crisis in the enemy
ranks. This crisis could not but affect the reac-
tionary classes of the country and their repre-
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sentatives who had linked their fate wiih the
invaders, They were scared to death by the
revolutionary impetus of the antifascist war
and the growth of the authority of the Commu-
nist Party, because here they saw the danger
of losing their privileges. A heavy blow was
dealt them by the Peza Conference and the
founding of the National-liberation Front.
Immediately after these events, the alarmed
reaction began to speak of the «communist
danger- and the struggle against it. The repre-
sentatives of the reactionary bourgeoisie and
of the big landowners, with the support of the
fascist invaders, towards November, 1942 has-
tily announced the creation of a political orga-
nization to be conterposed directly to the
National-liberation Front. This organization
was named «Balli Kombétar~ («the Naticnal
Front»). It was headed by the sham-patriot
Mithat Frashéri.

Reactionary bourgeois intellectuals, big
landowners and merchants, reactionary clergy-
men, rich peasants and others, joined in the
«Balli Kombétar». The Trotzkyite <«Zjarri-
group also joined it.

The «Balli Kombétar was a motley poli-
tical union of various reactionary trends. Iis
organization was rotten. Comrade Enver Hoxha
characterized this union as follows:

«The «Balli Kombétar» is & «ramassi’s»

{amorphous assemblage, — Edit.) of
elements of various groundless trends -
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who have adopted nationalist slogans
as their wet nurse... Seen from
within, the «Balli Kombétar» is a bas-
ketful of shrimps (...one pulls one
way, the other the other)... Others
are men of 99 iricks and of one
valor, others are addicted to sounding
the alarm, while still others to speech-
making, but none of them are men of
deeds.» 1)

It was only their commoen class interest,
their hatred against the Communist Party and
people’s revolutionary movement, that brought
these men together.

The «Balli Kombétar~ immediately
announced that it did not recognize the Peza
Conference and published ils own program
of sheer demagogy from top to bottom. In
highflown words the «Balli Kombétar» chiefs
boasted of allegedly fighting for «an econo-
mically and socially normalized Albania, with-
out exploiters and exploited-.

In a great hurry they set up some ~illegal-
bands in the mountains, which were not there
to fight the invaders, but to obstruct the com-
bat and political activity of the partizan detach~
ments, to propagate the policy of the «Balli
Kombitar» and to intimidate the peasants.

1) Enver Hoxha's Letter addressed to the Korga
District Party Committee, January, 1943 — Works,
Vol. I, Tirana 1968, p. 169-171.
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They set up in the countryside «councils» of
the «Balli Kombétar» which were to replace
the «national-liberation councils». They like-
wise made use of other forms and means
very similar to those employed by the Commu-
nist Party, which enjoyed great popularity.
Posing as «ardent patriots», they advised the
Albanian people not to fight against Italian
invaders, for such a struggle would entail the
annihilation of the Albanian nation! The prime
slogan of the «Balli Kombétar» was: «Wait
till the time comes». Tts adherents launched
an unrestrained campaign against the National-
liberation Front and the Communist Party,
against communism and the Soviet Union.

The whole aim of the «Balli Kombétar-
was to alienate the masses of the people, es-
pecially the peasantry, from the Communist
Party, to destroy the National-liberation Front,
to quell the national-liberation movement, and
to seize all political power after the war.

To achieve its aims, the «Balli Kombé&tars
chose to collaborate with the invaders. It could
not have acted differently, its intentions
towards the Communist Party being shared by
the invaders who could not tolerate any inde-
pendent activity of the «Balli Kombétars.
Nevertheless, their reciprocal interests required
that their collaboration should be kept secret.
Otherwise nobody could be misled.

The emergence of the «Balli Kombétars
greatly complicated the situation within the
country. Lenin tfeaches that there can be no
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revolution without complicated situations, that
«the revolution itself in the course of its deve-
lopment always creates an extraordinarily com-
plicated situation. 1).

In the complex situation which arose after
the emergence of the «Balli Kombétar-, the
Communist Party of Albania was compelled
to act with great maturity, wisdom and farsigh-
tedness. Only by resorting to skilful tactics
towards the «Balli» was the Party able to
preserve the successes it had achieved and
further strengthen its bonds with the masses,

thus leading the Albanian people to the com-
plete victory of their struggle for national in-

dependence and a people’s democratic Albania.

The Communist Party was well aware

that the «Balli Kombétar» was the offspring

of reaction and an instrument in the hands of
the fascist invaders, Faced with the sabolaging

activities of the «Balli Kombé&tars», some Party
grassroot  organizations, even some district

committees insistently demanded the use of

armed force against them.
But the Central Committee of the Party

held firmly to its principle that there is no

greater danger for a proletarian party than
to build its tactics according to subijective-
wishes. Answering those who demanded that
open war should be declared on the «Balli
Kombé&tar», Comirade Enver Hoxha, on behalf
of the Central Committee, instructed:

1) V.L Lenin, Works, Vol. 26, p. 117 (Albanian
edition). ’
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<...it (the «Balli Kombétar» — Edit.)
is a great obstacle indeed, because we
should not underestimate the indivi-
dual influence of its adherents in Al-
bania, always bearing in mind that
they have succeeded in creating among
the people the opinion that there exists
a nationalist organization with which
the communists should come to an
understanding and agreement... We
should not forget that among the
«Balli Kombétar+ ranks there are quite
a number of good and resolute ele-
ments who sincerely desire to unite
and fights» 1)

For these reasons the Communist Party of
Albania at the beginning laid down the follo-
wing tactics towards the «Balli Kombétars:
the defeatist slogan of <the time being not ripe
to fight against the Italians- should be denocun-
ced; it should be demanded publicly that the
«Balli Kombétar» accept the union of all the
anti-fascist forces of the country on the basis
of an immediate and all-out war without com-
promise against the Italian fascist invaders;
the «Balli Kombétar» should be required to
cease immediately its propaganda against the
Communist Party and communism; talks should
be held with its representatives on the ques-

1) En;ér Hoxha’s Letter addressed to the Korga
District Party Committee, January 1943, Works, Vol
I p. 171,
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tion of the war against the invaders; but some
«Balli Kombétar» chiefs compromised as fascists
and traitors should be exposed before the
people. ;

Through these tactics the Party aimed at
differentiating between the members in the
ranks of the «Balli Kombétars, attracting into
the war against the invaders all those who
would be willing to take such a step. Thus,
the «Balli Kombétar» as a whole would be
compelled from below to adhere to the natio-
nal-liberation movement, the anti-national
policy and two faced stand of its chiefs would
be exposed so that the people might single
out and punish all those who would obstruct
the union of the people and the war against
AgEressors.

The weakest point in the tactics of the
«Balli Kombétar» was the question of the all-
out armed struggle against the Italian invaders,
as it was in fact against it. Therefore, in order
to expose the «Balli Kombétar» chiefs, the
CPA decided to deal the main blow precisely
at this weak point. The masses of the people
who were for the war against the invaders
had to be convinced through their own expe-

rience that the «patriotism» of the «Balli

Kombétar» chiefs was false and that all their
hysterical «patriotic- clamour was sheer
demagogy.

Determining the particular tactics to be
carried out towards the «Balli Kombétars, the
CC of the CPA called on the Party organiza-
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tions to put its instructions into practice to the
letter. It regarded the question of the attitude
to be taken towards this organisation as most
intricate and requiring the greatest prudence.
On the one hand, the Central Committee ins-
tructed, this matter had to be handled with
patience and farsightedness, acting always with
a cool head in order not to fall into the trap
of the provocations of the enemy and bearing
always in mind that:

“« ..the war cannot be waged by our-

selves alone but together with the

people as a whole, and for this reason

we must take work with these natio-
- nalists seriously» 1) -

On the other hand, the Central Committee
instructed, no step backwards from the assig-
ned road should be taken, because the union
of all the forces of the country could be achie-
ved only through a relentless armed struggle
against the invaders, and not through bargaing
with the nationalists:

«We should neither tolerate that the
dignity of our Party be trampled upon,
be it even so slightly, nor should we
allow stones to be put under the
wheels of the National Liberation

1) Enver Hoxha, Letter to the Korca District
Party Committee, January 1943. Works, Vol, 1, p. 174
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War. . ., we should attempt to forestall
their (the «Balli Kombétar» adherents
— Edit) drive first by arguing with
and persuading them, and only after-
wards «a la maniére forte» (by force
— Edit.)» 1) '

The situation after the founding of the
«Balli Kombétar» was fraught with great dang-
ers for the Party and the National-liberation
war, various strata of the population had no
clear-cut political ideas as to the road they
should take. Through demagogy and threats
the «Balli Kombétar» succeeded in winning -
over a part of the population, especially in
the countryside. A number of wavering elements
in the rural areas abandoned the National-libe-
ration Front and went over to the «Balli Kom-
bétar». In view of this situation, Comrade
Fnver Hoxha instructed, «much, very much
caution is required». <«If we emerge with
success» from this situation, «our cause will
win, if we slip we will break our necks.» 2)

1) Enver Hoxha, Letter to the Gjirokastra Dis-
trict Party Committee, February 23, 1943. Works,
Vol I, p. 198.

2} Enver Hoxha, Ibidem, p. 199.

179



4. THE FIRST NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE
COMMUNIST PARTY OF ALBANIA. DIRECTIONS
ON THE GENERAL UPRISING

The decision to call a National Conference
of the Party to elect its definitive Central
Committee and to outline its forthcoming tasks
had been taken as early as April 1842 by the
Consultative Conference of the Party Activists.
According to this decision the conference was
to be held only after the Party had been purged
of factionists and splitters and after the esta-
‘blishment of a sound unity. This had now
been achieved.

In December 1942 the Communist Party of
Albania received the directives of the Executive
Committee of the Communist Internationale on
the national-liberation war. These directives
stressed the need to organize the national-libe-
ration war against the Italian and German
“aggressors, to unit the people in one single
national-liberation front, to have as many
upright patriots and nationalists as possible
participate in the war and in its leadership and
demanded that Party slogans should not go
beyond the demands of the National-libera-
tion War,

This event was of great import for the
young Communist Party of Albania. These
directives showed that the political line of the
Party defined at the foundation meeting and
further concretized by the provisional Central
Committee was a correct one. Besides, the CPA
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had been recognized as a section of the interna-
tional communist movement.

Under these circumstances, towards the
end of December 1942, the provisional Central
Committee decided to call the First National
Conference of the CPA for March 1943.

Deepening Political Crisis While the Party

in the Enemy Ranks was preparing for

its First National

Conference events both in the international and
national arena developed rapidly.

In the second half of 1942 the eyes of

Albania, like all the rest of the world, were

on Stalingrad, where the fate of the anti-fascist
world war was being decided. The heroic
struggle of the defenders of Stalingrad inspired
the Albanian partizans and patriots in their
liberation war against the invaders.

On February 2, 1943 the battle of Stalin-
grad ended in a prilliant victory of the Red
Army. Military history had never bhefore recor-
ded a victory on such a scale, the encirclement
of so large a strategical grouping and its anni-
hilation.

The Stalingrad victory marked a radical
turning point, not only for the Great Patriotic
War of the Soviet Union, but for the whole
course of Second World War. «The downfall
of the Cerman fascist army began at Stalin-
grads. 1) )

1) J.V.Stalin «On the Great Patriotic War of
the Soviet Union», Tirana, 1952, p. 100.
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This event exerted a great influence on
the extension of the national-liberation move-
ments in the countries occupied by the fascist
states. Amongst all the people belief in the
inevitable total destruction of Hitlerite Ger-
many was strengthened.

The Stalingrad vietory was of profound
importance for Albania, as well. Under the
favorable conditions created for all the anti-
fascist forces in the world, the Iiberation war
of the Albanian people was further extended
and intensified.

The armed struggle rose to a higher level:
from isolated military acts to coordinated com-
bat actions of two or more partizan units. Such
actions, with the participation of a number of
partizan units were those carried out against
the Italian fascists at Voskopoja, Snosém of
Gramsh (January 1943), Patos, Selenicé of Viore
and Libohové regions, on the Kukés-Puka
highway near Shémaéri (February). Within three
months the number of liberated regions was
almost doubled. _

The authority of the national-liberation
councils was enhanced parallel with the exten-
sion and consolidation of the partizan move-
ment. Underground national-liberation coungcils
were set up in a number of towns. The masses
of the people were increasingly induced to look
on these councils as the sole organs of the
people’s  power, trusting and submitting to
their decisions and ordinances alone.

182




. On the eve of its First National Conferen-
ce, the CPA scored another success of major
importance in the struggle against the Trotskyi-
tes and opportunists in Albania: at the beginn-
ing of March 1943 the «Zjarri» group was
totally crushed. The final blow was dealt them
by Comrade Enver Hoxha's editorial, <A Few
Words on some Servants of Fascism — the
«Zjarri» group», published in «Z&ri i Popullit»
in January. This article exposed the Trotskyite
tactics of the «Zjarri» group chiefs, who some-
times launched such leftist slogans as «for a
proletarian revolution», «for the struggle
against capitab», for «the dictatorship of the
proletariat», with the intention of winning the
trust of the working masses, sympathizers of
communism, or, at other times posed as «natio-
nalists> with the intention of detaching the
nationalist patriots from the National-liberation
War and from the Communist Party. The arti-
cle proved with facts, that the chiefs of ihe
«Zjarri» group were enemies of communism
and the Albanian people, that they were agents
provocateurs and tools of the aggressors.
Many members of the «Zjarri» group, per-
ceiving the treachery of their chiefs, abandoned
them and went over unconditionally to the side
of the CPA. Many of them were reeducated
by the Party. '
The wiping out of the «Zjarri» group dealt
a-heavy blow at the «Balli Kombétar», as well.
Playing their role of «communists» of the «Balli
Kombétars the «Zjarri» group members had
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propagated and defended the cause of the reac-
tionary bourgeoisie.

The rapid growth of the national-liberation
movement under the leadership of the CPA,
as well as the defeats the fascist armies had
suffered on the Eastern and other fronts of the
Second World War still further deepened the
crisis among the ranks of the invaders and
their collaborators in Albania. In January 1943
the Italian fascists removed Mustafa Kruja
from the office of Prime Minister for being
incapable of suppressing the national-libera-
tion movement, and set up a new Quisling
government. But after only one month they
were compelled to replace this government also
with another one. The latter, too, had a very
short existence. Meanwhile among the ranks
of the Albanian soldiers, militiamen, and cara-
binieri, mass desertions began to take place.

The Italian governors themselves were
compelled to admit the failure of their policy
in Albania. On his part, Hitler, too, in Februa-
ry 1943 wrote to Mussolini that the Albanians,
like the other peoples of the Balkans, <«had
shown very little proof of being trustworthys»,
and he described «the unbounded hatred» of
the Albanian people against Germany and
Italy as «a harsh reality» 1,

In order to preserve their occupation
regime, the Italian fascists considered it impe-

1) «Secret letters exchanged between Hitler and
Mussolini», Paris 19486, p. 150.
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rative to intensify the use of violence. In Fe~
bruary 1943 the fascist Viceroy Jacomoni was
replaced, by General Pariani, who was regar-
ded as being a man «who knows how to speak
with force of arms and who is able o make use
of this force». The Italian Command drew up
a plan for a series of major operations in
various regions of the country.

For this purpose the aggressors sought and
found the support of the «Balli Kombétar». In
March 1943 the Central Committee of the
«Balli Kombétar» with the Italian commander-
in-chief signed the secret Dalmazzo-Kelcyra
protocol, 1) on the strength of which it under-
took to prevent any assault against the Italian
troops and to help them in their punitive ope-
rations in Southern Albania.

Simultaneously the Italian fascists appoin-
ted a member of the «Balli Kombétar» 2) as
Prime Minister of the Quisling government,
proclaimed the creation of the «Albanian Na-
tional Army» and of the «Albanian Gendar-
merie», theestablishment of diplomatic relations
between the Italian State and the «Albanian
State», the substitution of the «Albanian Natio-
nal Fascist Party» with the «(Guard of Great

- 1) The protocel was so called, because it was sig-
ned by Renzo Dalmazzo, Commander-in-chief of Ita-
lian forees of occupation, and by Ali Keleyra, mem=
ber of the Central Committee of the «Balli Komhbé-
tarw. .

2) Malig Bushati.
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Albania» and so on, all this within the frame-
work of the «Union of Albania with Italy» and
with Victor Emanuel III as «King of Albanias.
Both parties to the protocol aimed at ex-
tracting advantages from the false ideas spread
about the «creation of an independent Alba-
nian State». While the Italian fascists sought
to strengthen the shaken faith of the reac-
tionary nationalists, to exploit them as far as
possible in suppressing the national-liberation
movement, the internal reaction headed by
«Balli Kombétar» hoped to seize the political
power, however the situation might change.

On the Order of the The deep crisis among
Day — The Organiza- the enemies, the exten-
tion of the General sion of the armed
Uprising struggle, the growth of

the patriotic revolutio-
nary consciousness of the people and the pro-
pitious international circumstances placed on
the order of the day the organizing of the gene-
ral uprising of the Albanian people and of the
" National-liberation Army,

In carrying out this task, a historic role
was played by the Ist National Conference of
the CPA, It was held in Labinot near Elbasan
from March 17-22, 1943. 70 delegates and guests
took part. The delegates had been elected at
district Party conferences during February and
at the beginning of March. They represented
nearly 700 Party members. '

The Coriference fully endorsed the activity

186




of the provisional Central Committee and
reached the conclusion that the political line
of the Party was correct, having been corrobo-
rated by practice. :

The problem of preparing the people for
the general uprising and its organization occu-
pied first place in the deliberations of the con-
ference.

While stressing the great progress achieved
in the anti-fascist struggle, the Ist National Con-
ference drew the attention of the Party orga-
nizations to the difficulties that lay ahead, to
the intricate problems which had to be solved
in organizing the general uprising and ensuring
complete victory. The masses of the people
were under the direct pressure of the hostile
propaganda of the «Balli Kombétar» and other
reactionary groups, under the unremitting
menace of fascist terror. As a result, now and
then cases of wavering and indifference, where
the CPA policy was not understood as it ought
to be, had been noticed; a section of the popu-
lation was being deceived by the -Balli Kom-
bétars.

The pending tasks for strengthening the
links of the Party with the broad masses of
the people and preparing them for the general
uprising were worked out through a sound cri-
ticism of sectarian and opportunist manifes-
tations. -

Reminding the communists that the work-
ers were the pillar of the Party, the Conference
urged the Party organizations to come into
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closer contact with the masses of the workers
in mines, factories, building sites and else-
where, especially in the main industrial center
- of the country: at Kucova, Selenica, sea ports,
and so on.

This conference also condemned the erro-
neous opinion of Tuk Jakova who maintained
that there was no proletariat in Albania,

This groundless point of view had been
rejected already at the Meeting of the Commu-
nist Groups. By now the Albanian working
class had its own Communist Party through
which it was playing the leading role in the
National-liberation War. :

The Conference pointed out the progress
which had been achieved in the work with the
peasantry, the major part of whom regarded

Communist Party as their own. However,
not all the peasantry in all the regions of the
country, especially in the North, took an active
part in the war against the invaders and trai-
fors and accepted the leadership of the Party,
The «Balli Kombétar» had concentrated its
efforts in the countryside. The Party had to
face the urgent task of maintaining and streng-
thening its ties with the peasants, of detaching
the «Balli Kombétar» from the masses of the
peasants. To a great extent, the preparation and
the outbreak of the general uprising depended
on the solution of this task. Emphasizing the
very important role of the peasantry in the
National-liberation War, the Conference direc-
ted: :
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‘ «We should attach particular impor-
tance to work in the countryside,
because the peasants make up the
great majority of our people, and con-
sequently it is there that we should
look for the main source of our forces
in thé present war»1)

The Conference considered the alliance of
the working class with the peasantry as the
surest weapon in the National-liberation War.
1t instructed the communists to broaden and
to improve their political, explanatory, and or-
ganizational work in the countryside. First and
foremost it was required that they should enli-
ven the national-liberation councils and draw
more and more peasants into the partizan units
and territorial detachments. At the same time,
the peasants should be roused in struggle
against all sorts of taxes, fines, speculations,
robberies, and all other forms of oppression and
exploitation by fascism and its Albanian tools;
illiteracy should be combatted and culture
spread in the countryside.

Although the majority of the wealthy pea-
sants had crossed or were crossing over to the
«Balli Kombétar- against the National-libera-
tion War, the Conference demanded, as in the
past, that the broad peasant masses should be

1) The Resolution of the Isi National Conference
of the CPA. Principal Documents of the PLA, Vol.
I, p. 113.
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drawn into the struggle without any discrimi-
nation as to class.

An important place at this Conference was
taken up by the work with the youth and the
WOomen.

The enthusiasm and revolutionary spirit of
the Albanian youth, their readiness to under-
take any sacrifice, the tireless work of the Party
and the Communist Youth organizations were
stressed. Sectarianism, the concentration of the
activity mainly on the school youth, the insuf-
ficient work done with the peasant youth and,
finally, some trends of parallelism with the
Party work, which had been observed in the
Communist youth leadership, were criticized
as shortcomings. The youth, the Conference
emphasized, is the wvital source of the new
forces of the Party, the inexhaustible force of
the national-liberation War, For this reason, the
Party line fowards the youth had to be more
deeply understood, a sounder activity with the

youth masses in the towns and the villages had

assistance in this so important sector,

The problem of the women was considered
as a problem of prime importance and was vie-
wed In its two principal aspects: drawing the
masses of women into the national-liberation
movement, and their social emancipation,
Women could and should play an important
role in the anti-fascist war and in social life.
To attain this objective, it was necessary, above
all, for the Albanian. women themselves to
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deeply understand the age-long slavery
and the harsh oppression of the invaders, to
rise up against them, becoming resolute fighters
for the national liberation and a happy future.
The communists were particularly instructed
not to confine their work to intellectual women
alone, but to go to the masses of housewives,
peasant and worker women, as well.

In the work with the youth and womer,
the Conference gave first importance to their
organization. It issued directives for the forma-
tion of the Albanian Anti-fascist Youth orga-
nization and the Anti-fascist Women's Front,

Great care was devoted to the attitude
towards the nationalists and to collaborating
with them.

The ranks of the nationalists were conti-
nually sifted by the revolutionary course of
the National-liberation War. A good part of
them, especially the representatives of the mid-
dle bourgeoisie had joined or were continuing
to join the National-liberation Front. Others
maintained a neutral attitude, having no trust
in the people’s forces, not thoroughly under-
standing the character of the National-libera-
tion War, and being skeptical about the collapse
of fascism. Those groups of nationalists, who
represented the interests of the reactionary
bourgeoisie and the big land-owners, either ali-
gned themselves with the «Balli Kombétars or
awaited a more favorable occasion fo take a
definite attitude towards the National-liberation
War. ‘
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So complicated a sector as the work with
the nationalists was fraught with the danger
of committing grave blunders and taking open
sectarian and opportunist postures. The Ist Na-
tional Conference of the CPA criticized the lack
-of patience and tact shown by some commu-
nists and organizations towards uncommitted
and wavering nationalists and those who had
already joined the «Balli Kombétar», It deman-
ded the greatest forbearance to achieve a sin-
cere unity or collaboration with the nationalist
elements. The comrhunists were charged with
working tirelessly with all those who hated the
aggressors and wished to fight against them,
even with those who seemed obstinate, to con-
vince them and make allies of them, however
unstable they might be,

'Still more vigorously criticized were those
‘communists who had manifested tendencies of
“kneeling under the pressure of the reactionary
bourgeoisie. Such irresolute elements had gone
8o far as to express the opinion that the Party
should give up its individuality and merge with
the national-liberation movement.

«These views., the Conference pointed
out, «lead to the liquidation of the
Party- 1)

. 1) Resolution of the Ist National Conference of
the CPA. Principal Documents of the PLA, Vol. I,
Pp. 111
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It laid down the fask of strengthening the
individuality and the leading role of the Party
within the National-liberation Front, still more
popularizing the Communist Party as the stan-
dard-bearer of the struggle for the liberation
of the people from fascism and for the rights
of the poor strata of the population.

The Conference dealt in particular with
the stand to be taken towards the «Balli Kom-
bétar» which was carrying out a two faced,
reactionary, anti-national policy. Its chiefs were
exposed as utterly conservative and reactionary
clements, always ready for any kind of col-
laboration with the invaders. They opposed the
National-liberation War because it opened the
eyes of the people, raised their conscioushess
end drew them away from all those who were
deceiving, oppressing and exploiting them.

In the «Balli Kombétar», however, there
were a considerable number of persons, espe-
cially in the countryside, who were eager to
fight against the invader. «With them,» the
Conference pointed out, «it is possible to build
e common militant, national-liberation front-. 1)

Only the participation of the «Balli Kom-
bétar» in the armed struggle against the fascist
invaders could make it possible for them to
join the National-liberation Front. All means
should be used to bring this about, including
even negotiations with the «Balli Kombétar-

1) Resolution of the I National Conference of the
CPA. Principal Documenis of the PLA, Vol. I, p. 104.
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representatives. The conference, however, cri-
ticized. as opportunist any idea that the whole
work with the «Balli Kombétar» 1n particular
and the nationalists in general was to be car-
ried out only through negotiations and political
combinations. It was re—emphasized that the
major importance was to be attached to the
work with ordinary, honest, rank and file
members of the «Balli Kombétar to establish
militant links with and launch them into ac
tions against fascism. The pressure from below
and the armed struggle against the invaders
would bring about a differentiation within the
«Balli Kombétar~ and detach the masses from
their reactionary chiefs.

The Party would continue more intensely
the exposure of the defeatist propaganda of
the «Balli Kombé&tars, especially its slogan that
«the time has not yet come»; it would fight
all collaborators of fascism, including those
«Balli Kombétar» chiefs who had emerged or
were emerging openly as such; it would eXpose
the reactionary tactic about an allegedly «inde-
pendent Albanian State» under fascist Italy.

In order to expand and strengthen the
National-liberation Front and to proceed steadly
towards the people’s general uprising, Party
organizations were required in the first place
to always bear in mind the anti-fascist and
national-liberation character of the war, and
not to allow distortions of the Party policy in
any field.

«We are not opportunists,» Comrade Enver
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Hoxha pointed out, «nor have we forgotten in
the least our more remote tasks, but before
reaching that stage we must accomplish our
most immediate tasks: to carry ont the Natio-
nal-liberation War.»1)

The Conference defined the organization
of the National-liberation Army as the main
link of the general uprising. This army was
being founded in the course of the impetuous
development of partizan warfare. Under these
circumstances, it was decided:

«From the partizan and volunteer units
to set up a regular National-liberation
Army, which will be a force striking
terror in the hearts of the invaders and
a sure and powerful guarantee for the
tiberation of the people»?)

Accordingly, the organization of the army,
the military detachments and units, of the
district staffs and the General Staff, the pro-
blems of supplying them with arms, ammu-
nition, clothing and food, questions of combat

tactics and the political training of the fighters,
etc, were worked out.

1) Enver Hoxha «The directives of Communist
Internationale and the National-Liberation War». Re-
port delivered at the meeting of the CC of CPA,
February 1943, Works, Vol I, p. 230.

2) Resolution of the First National Conference
of the CPA. Important Documents of the PLA, Vol
I, p. 114
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‘Emphasizing the absclute necessity and
decisive importance of organizing the National-
liberation Army for the general uprising to
achieve victory over the enemy, the Confe-
rence demanded that the communists thorough-
ly appreciate that the principal sector of the
Party work at that time was the army.

Further Strengthening At this Conference,

Party Unity the crganizational
: problems of the Party

-were discussed in close connection with its

political line and with the fundamental ques-
tion; the general uprising.

)I‘he strengthening of its unity was regard-
ed as the greatest victory in the internal life
of the Party. This was an absolute necessity,
if the militant union of the people under the
leadership of the Party in the National-libe-
ration War was to be ensured. It approved the
decisions taken by the Extraordinary Confe-

rence of June 1942, the measures adopted by

the provisional Central Commitiee to smash the
liquidatory factionist current, and its Marxist-
Leninist stand against the «Zjarri» group.
Even after their expulsion from the Party
ranks Anastas Lula and Sadik Premte not only
did not give up, but, on the conirary, increas-

ed their hostile activity against the CPA and

the national-liberation movement. At this time,
the same stand had to be taken towards them as
towards the other {raitors and eremies to the
Party, to the people and communism. The Con-
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ference instructed the communists o always
stand vigilant, to combat relentilessly all alien
anti-Marxist ideas, all Trotskyites and devia-
tors, and all deserters from the ranks of the
Party and the national-liberation movement,
never forgetting that the enemy would continu-
ously attempt to infiltrate his agents into
the ranks of the Party. The Conference consi-
dered the steel-like discipline of the Parly
as the prime condition for upholding and
further strengthening Party unity. At the same
time, in spite of the war conditions, it did not
neglect the development of internal  Party
democracy. It laid down the tasks of opposing
any attitude of commandism within the Party,
of strengthening criticism  and self-eriticism.
The communists, Party cells, and lower Party
organs should not await everything from above.
The strengthening of democracy and the deve-
lopment -of initiative would raise the capabili-
ties of the communists and of the Party orga-
nizations, would raise their leading role to &
higher level, would further develop the sense
of responsibility of the cadres and would
ensure closer links with the masses.

' A particularly important task was to esta-
blish Party organizations on & broad scale in
the countiryside,

<because without them the work of
the Party and the National-liberation
War will not be successfuls 1)

1) Ibidem, P. 117.
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The conference gave the instruction to
improve the composition of the cadres by unrhe-
sitatingly elevating to posts of responsibility
young communists who had given proof of
outstanding self-sacrifice and allegiance to the
cause of the people and of commaunism,

The Conference attached great importance
on the ideological and political training of the
communists. It stressed that in the complicated
conditions the young  Albanian communists
would not be able to accomplish their difficult
tasks with honour, unless they mastered the
Marxist-Teninist teachings. The views of a
number of communists who maintained that .
in time of war there was no need for books,
but only for 8uns, were criticized. «We muyst
have both books ang guns,» the Conference
stressed, and called on the communists to sur-
mount all difficulties and obstacles in the study
of Marxism-Leninism.

The Central Committee of CPA was elec-
ted, composed of 15 members and 5 alternate
members, amidst whom were Enver -Hoxha,
Nako Spiru, Hysni Kapo, Gogo Nushi, Mehmet
Shehu, Vasil Shanto, Ramadan Citaku, Kristo
Themelko, Petro Papi, Sadik Bekteshi. The con-
ference also elected the Political Bureau of
the CC with Enver Hoxha as Secretary Gene-
ral,

All the decisions were carried unanimously,

In closing, the Ist National Conference
expressed its confidence that the Communist
Party of Albania would resolutely forge ahead
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under the banner of Marxism-Leninism, accom-
plishing its important tasks with honour, thus
ensuring complete vietory for the Albanian
people.

«No force on earth.» wrote the confe-
rence delegates to the Bxecutive
Committee of the Comintern, «will be -
able to make our Party renounce the
great ideals of Marx, Engels, Lenin,
Stalin, the ideals of the Communist
Internationale» 1).

The decisions of the Ist National Confe-
rence played a great historic role in the all-
round strengthening of the CPA as a Marxist-
Leninist revolutionary Party. The Conference
worked out in greater depth and breadth the
general Party line on the basis of the expe-
rience accumulated.

5. THE ORGANIZATION OF THE NATIONAL-
LIBERATION ARMY AND OF THE PEOPLE'S
GENERAL UPRISING

After the Ist National Conference, the poli-
tical and organizational work of the Party was
concentrated mainly on preparing the people
for the general uprising, first and foremost on
organizing the Natjonal-liberation Army.

i A

1) The minutes of the Ist National Conference
of the CPA. PCA.
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The Party called on the Albanian people,
workers and beasants,  young beople and
women, nationalists and patriotic intellectuals,
to unite all their forces and place them at the

- service of the struggle against the fascist inva-
ders and fraitors. As many as possible should
join the ranks of the partizans, so that

«Our country’s fates the Party taught
the people, «depends on the war we are
waging, and the more widespread and
fierce this fight against the invaders,

the sooner will come the day of libe-
ration.»1)

Exposing the «Balj Kombétan{propagén-
dists who trumpeted about that the Albaniang
could not fight against Italy, nor had they

«What would happen if the whole

world were to reason like these «great

politicians»?. . . One very simple thing
_—

1} Call of the CC of CPA to the Albanian beople,

April, 1943, Prinecipal Documents of the PLA, Vol I,
p. 123. -
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would happen. .. tiny Albania would
be a vassal of Mussolini forever. .. One
for all and all for one. . . Russia, Eng-
land, America wage their war with
great armies, tanks and aireraft; but
that does not mean that we should not
Carry on our war, be it with the only
Bun we possess. .. Wars are not waged
with roses and cotton wool, but with
sulfering and bloodsheds y

Along with a broad political activity among
the masses of the people, the communists in-
creased their underground work with the Alba-
nian soldiers, gendarmes, and policemen, among
all those who had been deceived into the ser-
vice of the invaders as well as among the Ita-
lian soldiers and workers stationed in Alba-
nia. Leaflets of political propaganda in Italian
were distributed to the latter.

Responding to the call of the Party and
inspired by the intensified activity of the
communists, hundreds of young men and
women came to fill the ranks of the partizan
detachments. Most of the middle and high
school students took to the mountains and
joined the freedom fighters. The partizans were
joined also by patriots who had deserted from
the enemy military formations. In less than

1) Enver Hoxha «The Barbarities of Fascism
and of its Henchman Mihailovichs, March, 1643,
Works, Vol. I, p. 246-247.
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three months the number of the partizans had
doubled. In May 1943, the first battalions and
regional staffs were formed. By July, in Alba-
nia were operating 20 partisan battalions and
30 smaller fighting units.

Crushing a Faction in  While the whole Party
Viora District was occupied carrying
out the tasks laid down
by the Ist National Conference for the prepa-
ration of the General uprising, in the Viora
district Sadik Premte and Pali Térova, enemies
to the people and communism, in great secrecy
set up a faction plotting against the CPA. In
fact they had started organizing their faction
precisely at the time when the principal Party
leaders of the Vlora district were away for the
Ist National Conference of the CPA. Taking
advantage of the absence of the leadership and
of the lack of a sound Marxist-Leninist vigi-
lance, discipline, and training of the rank and
file communists, they succeeded in deceiving
and winning over a number of Party members,
as well as the command of the Vlora Veteran
Partizan Detachment. In April the factionists
announced that they did not recognize the
Party District Committee and called for the con-
vocation of a so called «party conference»
which was to revoke the district committee,
and elect a new one with Sadik Premte and
his close friends at its head.
The objective of this hostile faction was
to seize the reins of the Party organization and
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put under its control the command of the par-
tizan detachmenis of the Vlerg district, to
exterminate the resclute communists and, first
and foremost, the leading cadres, to end the
liberation war in the district and then to carry
their destructive work over to the other regions
of the country, to overthrow the Central
Committee and to  completely smash the
‘Communist Party. For this purpose, the traitors
had reached an agreement with the «Balli
Kombétar» chiefs to act in collusion with them.
Through machinations and slanders, with the
support of the «Balli Kombétar, they tried to
raise the rural population in arms to strike a
blow at the Party and the partizan detach-
ments. Simultaneously they sent letters to a
number of communists in various districts as

well as to the Gjirckastra District Committee, In '

those letters, as a pretext for their revolt, they
put forward the allegedly «unjusts decisions of
the Party against Anastas Lula, Sadik Premte
-and other dissidents, and sought support.

The grave situation arisen in the Party
-organization of the Vlora district was correctly
considered by the Central Committee as a great
challenge to the whole Party. Secretary Gene-
ral Enver Hoxha went there to lead the fight
against the faction.

The struggle to wipe out this faction was
conducted under the slogan «the Party above
-everything». At gatherings, meetings and talks,
- In the first place, with individual Party mem-

bers, Comrade Enver Hoxha, together with the
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district committee secretaries Comrades Hysni
Kapo and Mehmet Shehu, laid bare the real
aims and the great danger inherent in the hos-
tile activity of the faction. Almost all the misled
communists thoroughly appreciated the mista-
kes they had been led into by the traitors and
severed all connections with them. Information
on Sadik Premte’s treachery was given also to
the people of the Vlora and Mallakastra regions,
who, together with the Party, took an aclive
part in smashing up this faction. In May every-
~ thing had come {o an end, Sadik Premte, expo-

sed as enemy of the people and of the Party,
managed to escape by going fo Vlora, then
occupied by the Italian fascists.

After the liquidation of this hostile faction
in the Vlora district in June 1943, the Party
Central Committee, in a special circular letter,
in which the roots and aims of this faction
were laid bare, instructed all the communists:

«This painful experience should serve
as a lesson for all the Party organiza-
tions, especially for the Vlera organi-
zation. . . Our fight against these base-
enemies should be carried out with
the greatest severity... we should hate
these people and ruthlessly deal them:
hard blows wherever they raise their
heads» 1)

1) Circular Letter of the CC of the CPA, June
17, 1943, Principal Documents of the PLA Vol. I, p. 146.
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The Vlora events served as a lesson for the
entire Party. They helped the communists to
thorougly grasp the danger threatening the
Party from the acts of these enemies, to rein-
force their discipline and increase their vigi-
lance and militant spirit in their revolutionnary
activity. No other events such as those of
Vlora were ever to take place up to the end of
the war.

General Stafi Set Up While the Party was

fighting to wipe out
the Sadik Premte faction, the partizans and
volunteers were dealing successive blows at the
fascist invaders throughout the couniry. The
most powerful of these were the assaults on
Italian. iroops near the Selenica mine (April
1943), at Leskovik (May), on the Struga-Dibra
highway (June), at Pérmet-Kuqar-Mezhgoran
and Kicok-pass (outset of July). In the Pérmet
battle alone, the enemy lost over 500 killed.
On July 6th the Albanian partizans also carried
out their first attack on the German troops at
Barmash on the Korga-Janina highway. At the
same time, partizan fighting units together with
the rural population beat back the military
operations the Ifalian fascists undertook at
Kurvelesh and Mesaplik (April), at Peza, Malla-
kastra, Tepelena and Shpirag (June). In these
operations the invaders threw whole divisions
against the partizans and the people. They
massacred thousands of men and women, old
people and children, burned down hundreds
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of villages, seized entire herds of cattle, but
failed to obtain any military, or political advan-
~tage. Their only achievement was to inflame
still more the hatred and resentment of the
people.

In the atmosphere of extraordinary revo-
lutionary enthusiasm throughout the country,
the Central Committee of the CPA proposed
that the National-liberation General Council
take up for discussion the problems of the war
against fascism, which required urgent solution.
The main problem to be tackled was the orga-
nization of an Albanian National-liberation
Army.

The meeting of the General Council was
held on July 4, 1943 in Labinot. There the for-
mation of the General Staff of the National-
liberation Army was agreed upon unanimously.
Secretary General of the CPA Enver Hoxha was
chosen political commissar of the General Staff.
On July 10th, the National-liberation Council
and the General Staff informed the people of
this important event by means of a special
proclamation. :

The General Staff carried through the
organization of the Albanian National-libera-
tion Army {(ANLA) and concentrated in its
hands the strategic and operative leadership
of the armed struggle against the invaders and
traitors, working out at the same time the
tactics of this war. In order to centralize. the
direction of the partizan detachments in the
various regions, district staffs and the staff of
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the Ist Operative Zone were set up. In some
districts partizan groups subordinated to these
staffs were formed. On August 15, 1943 the Ist
Shock Brigade was set up. Comrade Mehmet
Shehu was appointed as its commander.

At the time when the General Staff was
formed, the ANLA was made up of about
10.000 fighters organized in permanent partizan
detachments. Approximately twice as many
volunteers served in the units of villages,
towns and regions of both liberated and occu--
pied areas.

Another most important measure to be
taken by the General Staff was to organize the
partizan military administration in the rear
areas. «District~ and «local commands» served
as organs of this administration. They exercised
the functions of the people’s police in the libe-
rated zones and were of great aid and support
to the mational-liberation councils and partizan
detachments.

With the creation of the General Staff, the
armed struggle entered a new stage, the stage
of superior organization and rapid expansion,
the stage of the people’s general uprising. All
over the country, National-liberation Army
detachments and volunteer units backed up by
the masses of the people rose to fight against
the Halian and German invaders, the latter
having just started to enter and move about
on Albanian territory. The General Staff said
in one of its orders: '
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«So long as the armies of the Italian
and German invaders have not capi-
tulated unconditionally, so long as
there still remains even one single
armed fascist soldier on the soil of our
dear Fatherland, our war must be
carried on with the greatest severity»1)

Nearly 1,000 enemies were killed in the
battles fought by the partizans and people in
July in Mallakastra and Tepelena, against the
Italian divisions, attempting to annihilate the
national-liberation war bases in those regions.
The fascists suffered heavy losses also at the
Pojska battle on the Thana-pass-Pogradec high~
way. Bloody actions took place against the
Italian troops especially in Burrel, in Shtama-
pass and Buall-pass, where about 3000 local
inhabitants fought shoulder to shoulder with
the partizans; in coordinated assaults in Zerqgan
and Sofracan of the Dibra district; in Kardhiq
and Mashkullore of the Gjirokastra disirict; in
Vithkug of the Korca district {August); in Reg
of the Shkodra district (August-September).
Tri these encounters the enemy lost about 1,500

‘killed. During this period the partizans attacked

the German troops also in Konispol (August)

1) Order of 30th July, 1943. Documents of the

.General Staff and the General Command of the

Albanian National-liberation Army. Vel. I, page 32,

‘Mirana, 1965.
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and on the Elbasan-Tirana highway (early in
September).

Frightened by the general uprising which
had burst forth throughout the country, in July
the fascist invaders proclaimed the entire Alba-
nian territory an operational zone. The Jtalian
Commander-in-chief had to admit that «the
majority of the Albanian people, without class
distinction, have risen up against Italy and
against the stationing of our troops in Alba-
nia» 1). He urged his headquarters in Rome to
increase the number of the occupation armed

forees to enable him to cope with the situation
in Albania.

The ANLA — the People’s Through the Ge-
Revolutionary Army. neral Staff of the
ANLA, the Com-
munist Party fully applied the Marxist-Leninist
teachings on the people’s armed uprising under
the conditions of Albania and solved the fun-
damental military, political, and organizational
problems of the National-liberation Army.
Even after the creation of the General
Staff, the National-liberation Army was obliged
to resort mainly to guerilla warfare, on account
of the superiority of the enemy armed forces in
number, and especially, in ammunition, trans-
port, liaison, food and clothing. Under these

1) Commando 9-a Armata. Notizie mensili, ‘Nr.
8, Agosto 1943, 9th Army Command Menthly Notice
N0. 8, August 1943,
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conditions frontal war would have been fatal
for the national-liberation general armed upri-
sing.

The fighting actions of the partizan detach-
ments and units were essentially attacks
carried cut uninterruptedly and were outstan-
ding for the masterly use of skilful manoeuvre,
surprise, for the great initiative of the com-
mands, of the brigades, groups and battalions
and for the efficient use of the terrain.

Through its partizan warfare the Albanian
National-liberation Army had also to resolve g
series of strategical problems. The Party had
assigned it the mission of liberating the whole
country through its own resources and, at the
same time, of securing the establishment of the-
People’s power and serving as armed support
of this power.

Such tasks could be completed only by a
regular army. That is why the CPA exerted:
so much effort for setting up the National-libe--
ration Army and developing it into a regular
army of the Albanian people.

In the ‘beginning brigades were to be ihe
biggest formations of the people’s regular army. -
The General Staff drew up a special plan for
successively forming a number of brigades
which would gradually include the greater part.
of the detachments, battalions and groups in
the various districts. :

. With the organization of the National-libe-
ration Army and its uninterrupted growth there.
grew likewise the need for trained military and-
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political cadres. But our Party did not possess
such cadres at that time. Under war conditions,
it was impossible for the General Staff and
Council to open officer training schools.
Commanders and commissars of the National-
liberation Army were trained in the heat of
fierce battle against the enemy from the ranks
of the workers, peasants and patriotic intellec-
tuals, from the staunchest partizan fighters,
the bravest and most devoted to the cause of
the people and Fatherland.

Even after the founding of the General
Staff and to the end of the war, raiding the
enemy’s ammunition dumps and army depots
was to remain the principal source of supplying
the partizan units with arms and ammunition.

As to the supply of the detachments and
units of the Albanian National-liberation Army
with clothes and foodstuffs, these were mainly
provided by the population of the cities and,
especially, the countryside, as well as by raids
organized against enemy depots. Regarding
quarters, the partizan fighters were sheltered
in the houses of the peasants and of the city
dwellers in the liberated zones.

The Party attached primary importance to
maintain the high morale of the army. Each
partizan fighter was ready to lay down his
life for his country’s freedom, for the Commu-
nist Party. The fighters’ moral force had its
roots in their high consciousness. They knew
well what they were fighting for, they
thoroughly understood the correctness of the
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political line of the Party, they were fully
aware of the difficulties, privations and sacri-
fices required by the war, and they had unsha-
kable confidence in the victory of the cause
they were defending.

The moral figure of the partizan was rai-

sed still higher by his conscious discipline, his
love for the people, for his comrades, his great
honesty and exemplary conduct towards the
population, his upholding the best traditions
and customs of our country with the greatest
care. :
; The high moral, political and military qua-
lities of the partizan fighters were deep-rooted,
for they were based on political conviction and
democracy. Unlike the armies of the past which
bad to defend the interests of the reactionary
classes, in the National-liberation Army the
rank and file enjoyed equal rights and com-
~plete freedom to take part, along with their
commanders and political commissars, in the
political life of the country and in the solution
of the various military, political and organiza-
tional problems of the army. All combat
actions, political work, the activity of comman-
ders, the partizans’ and cadres’ conduct, were
submitted to the judgement and criticism of
the collective, Orders from above embodied the
demands of the rank and file fighters and the
people themselves. Debates and a broad exchan-
ge of opinion were organized to find the best
way 1o carry out these orders and the decisions
and directives of the Party.
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Democracy within the ranks of the Natio-
nal-liberation Army was the expression of its
character as a people’s army and derived from
the principle that the masses play the decisive
role as the makers of history.

This democracy in no way weakened mili-
tary discipline, but, on the contrary, strengthe-
ned and made it more conscious; likewise, it.
did not damage the centralization of Jeadership,
put, on the contrary, helped in realizing it.

The masterly use of the tactics of partisan
warfare and the extremely high morale of the
National-liberation Army made it possible to
neutralize and overcome the enemy’s superio-
rity in numbers and means of warfare.

It was the Communist Party which forged
the high moral, political and military qualities
of those who fought in the ranks of the
National-liberation Army.

Brigade, group, battalion and company i3

commissaries led the political work of the Party
in the army detachments. At the same time,
the political commissars Were members of the
staffs ot the various partizan fighting units.
The deputy CcoOmissars performed the duties
of Party secretaries. The Party sent most of
its best cadres to develop the political work
in the army.

Communist youth organizations were set
up in the army with a view to helping Party
organs and cells. :

Political commissars and deputy-commis-
sars and Party and youth organizations
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carried out a broad political and edyca-
tional work in the partizan fighting units,
ensuring the vanguard role of the communists
and of the young communists inthe performance
of their combat duties. They educated the

lutionary fighting traditions of the Albanian
people, Marxist-Leninist ideas, the principles
of proletarian Internationalism, love for all the
peoples fighting against fascism, They implan-
ted in the minds of the Partizans and the peo-
ple confidence in victory, and saw to it that
the orders of the General Staff and various
army commands were carried out to the letter,

" The Communist Party enjoyed the confi-
dence of and wielded the highest authority
among the fighters and cadres of the National-
liberation Army. The Party had won such con-
fidence and authority through the example the
communists set in battle and in their everyday
life, .

"All the problems of the construction of the

army, of its strategy and tactics and its mili- -

tary actions were solved in line with the direc-
tives and instructions of the Central Commiitee.
Secretary General Enver Hoxha was the prin-
cipal organizer, leader and teacher of the

-+ National-liberation Army,

The formation of the National-liberation
Army was a great political and military victory
of the Party. The Communist Party of Albania,
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thus, succeeded in accomplishing one of its most
decisive and difficult tasks.

Sham Patriotism of the This victory was
«Balli Kombatar~ Ex- achieved not only in
posed the heat of batile
' against invaders and
~ traitors, but also through a harsh political
struggle with internal reaction, with the «Balli
Kombétar-.

To sabotage our armed struggle against the
invaders, the «Balli Kombétar» resorted to all
means and tricks ever used by the enemies
of the people and revolution: slander, demago-
gy, frightening people with the «Commu-
nist Bogy-, threats, intrigues, lies, false pro-
mises, the foulest murders of communists, of
partizans and people’s council members, strik-
ing secret agreements with the invaders in
order to coordinate their actions against the
revolutionary forces. In some cases, the «Balli
Kombétar» succeeded in duping whole villages.
There were peasants, instigated or threatened
by the «Balli Kombétar», who refused to shelter
the partizan fighters in their villages, to attack
the Jtalian army during military operations, or
to recognize the national-liberation councils.

Had such occurrences become widespread,
they would have led to the neutralization of
the peasantry, which formed the basis and
main source of the national-liberation forces,
thus jeopardizing the ultimate victory in the
National-liberation War. This danger was aver-
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ted by the resolute and well pondered stand
and actions taken by the Party, relying on its
deep knowledge of the objective conditions, of
the actual situation in the country.

The overwhelming majority of the peasan-
try wanted to fight against the invaders for
the liberation of the country. This aspiration
was fulfilled in actual deeds only by the
Communist Party. The «Balli Kombétar> was
opposed to fighting the fascists. This stand of
the «Balli Kombétar- was in direct opposition
to the aspirations and demands of the peasan-
try in particular and the people in general,

In the spring of the year 1943 a number of
peasants misled by the «Ballj Kombétar» chief-
tains, heeded their «advicen and did not offer
armed resistance to the Italian troops operating
in their regions, nor did they leave when the
latter éntered their villages, believing that the

been deceived by the reactionaries.
In order to wreck the National-liberation
Front, the «Balli Komb&tars organization work-
ever more closely with the invaders and,
together with them, took part in actions against
the national-liberation councils and partizan
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of the Kurvelesh, Peza, Mallakastra, Tepelena,
Shkodra and other regions. The people’s anger
at the line pursued by the «Balli Kombétar»
increased.

The Communist Party came out in support
of the peasants in resisting the fascist plunder
of their grain, dairy products and wool. Great
sucoess was achieved in this direction.

Meanwhile the «Balli Kombégtar-, far from
advising the peasants not to hand over their
agricultural products to the invaders and the
Quisling  goverrunent, actually helped the
enemy to plunder them. These actions of the
«Balli Kombétar» increased their alienation
from the masses.

Through extensive political ~work, the
Communist Party propagated its line, the pro-
gram of the National-liberation Front, denoun-
ced the manoeuvres of the fascist enslavers and
Albanian traitors, exposed the substance
and the real aim of each action and stand taken
by the «Balli» chiefs and gangs against the
Albanian nation- and people.

Thus the Alpbanian peasants were gradu-
ally convinced through their own experience
that real victory over the fascist invaders and

the traitors could only be achieved under the -

leadership of the Communist Party. The pea-
sants were ever more deeply comprehending
that their age-long dream of liberty and land
could be achieved only with the Party, whereas
the «Balli Kombétar» did not want to do away
with oppression and exploitation.
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The more the demagogy and treachery of
the «Balli Kombétar» was exposed, the more
the peasants and representatives of the other
strata of the population rallied around the
Communist Party. The masses of the people
throughout Albania derided the «Balli Kom-
bétar» wait-and-see tactics with satire such as:
«Once there was a big grey ass which waited
and waited and didn’t Crop grass», nicknaming
it «Bishti Kombétars (in Albanian bisht = tail).

The Mukje Agreement The situation that
Rejected had arisen required

that everything pos-
sible should be done to avert a fratricidial war
which was being instigated in various ways by
the fascist invaders. On the proposal of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party,
this question was taken up at the July session
of the General Council. The Council decided to
make a final attempt to turn the «Balli Kombé-
tar» organization from its road of treason and
draw it into the national-liberation struggle. For
this purpose, a delegation was appointed to
negotiate with the «Balli Kombétar, chiefs on
the following points: The «Ballj kombétar» was
to join in the wa against the invaders and
to cease its activities against the National-libe-
ration movement and the Communist Party;
it was to purge its ranks of fascists, bandits and
criminals; it was to recognize the national-
liberation councils; through the  war and
common efforts against fascism to lay the basis
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for holding a conference, in which the «Balli

Kombétar» would participate, where all ques-
tions of unity would be discussed and solved.

The first meeting with the «Balli Kom-
bétar» chieftains took place in Tapiza near
Tirana, and the second one -in Mukje near
Kruja on August lst-2nd. :

The «Balli Kombétar» chiefs agreed to
meet the delegation of the General National-
liberation Council for the sole aim of streng-
thening their position which had been severely
shaken by the esposure of their treachery, so

-they could seize political power when Italy

capitulated, which following the downfall of
Mussclini, was obviously only a matter of days.

In the discussions, Ymer Dishnica, Member
of the Political Bureau of the Ceniral Commit-
tee, who led the delegation, gave way under the
pressure and demagogy of the reactionary
bourgeoisie and of the landlords. Far from
stubbornly defending the line of the Commu-
nist Party and taking the correct stand agreed
upon by the General Council towards the «Balli
Kombétar», in Mukje he accepted an agreement
which was in direct opposition to the interests
of the national-liberation struggle and the Al-
banian people. Another member of the delega-
tion, Mustafa Gjinishi, played an altogether
negative role, coming out at this meeting as
an ardent supporter of the claims of the reac-
tionary bourgeoisie.

The Mukje agreement regarded the «Balli
Kombétar- organization, which had sabotaged
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the National-liberation War and helped the

occupiers in various ways, as a factor against
fascism on an equal footing with the Natio-
nal-liberation Front. Instead of demanding
of the «Balli Kombétar- to join in the war aga-
inst the invaders, Ymer Dishnica and Mustafa
Gjinishi agreed to the demagogic demands of
the «Balli Kombétar» for the «proclamation of’
independence» and for the «overthrow of the
fascist assembly of April, 12th» in which almost
all the «Balli Kombétar» chieftains had partici-
pated and which had never been recognized by
the Albanian people. They accepted the
«ethnical Albania» hoax, a weapon of the
fascists and reactionaries to beguile the Alba-
nian people into forgetting who was their main
enemy at that time and stirring up antagonisms
against the neighboring peoples. They accepted
the proposal of the reactionaries o set up a
«Committee for the Salvation of Albanias with
equal numbers of representatives from the
«Balli Kombétar» and the National-liberation
Front. This committee was to be vested with
the attributes of a provisional government,.

The General Council and the power of the
National-liberation Councils, which arose from
the people’s revolutionary struggle, were com-
pletely forgotten. Without any authority from
the General Council and of the Central
Committee of the Party, Ymer Dishnica and
Mustafa Gjinishi grunted their approval to a
proclamation of the «Committee for the Salva-
tion of Albania», through which the people-
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were to be informed of the Mukje decisions.
Thus they fell into the reactionaries’ trap.
The Communist Party of Albania was not
against any agreement with the «Balli Kom-
bitar». It had striven to draw the «Balli Kom-
pétar» into the struggle against the foreign
invaders and, on this basis, to make it join the
National-liberation Front, had conducted nego-
tiations and accepted the formation of «coordi-
nating comimissions- for the struggle against
fascism, and so on. When the General Coun-
cil decided on July 1943 to conduct negotia-
tions with the «Balli Kombétar chieftains, it
was a last attempt to turn the «Balli Kombé-
tar» organization away from the road of treason
to that of the struggle against the invaders.
This attempt had to be made in the interests
of the Fatherland and of the Naiional-libera-
tion War. But the Mukje agreement violated
the interests of the people and of the Father-
land. It led the people astray and drew their
attention away from the war against the inva-
ders, giving the idea of a false union reached
through bargainings from above. The Mukje
agreement would have reduced to naught the
great victories achieved in the anti-fascist war
under the leadership of the Communist Parly
and even Worse paved the way for political
power to pass into the hands of the reactionary
bourgeoisie Who had not fired a shot and had
not undertaken to fight against the foreign
enslavers, but, on the contrary, had actual-
Iy collaborated with them. Therefore, such an
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agreement was a betrayal of the People and
revolution.

For this reason, on the initiative of Com-
rade Enver Hoxha, the Central Committee,
immediately and without hesitation rejected
the Mukje agreement. '

Right from the moment he had received
the first documents couched in such ambiguous
lerms, Secretary General Enver Hoxha appre-
hended that, “at the Mukje meeting, «the
orchestra had played under the baton of the
«Balli Kombétar- and, expressing great con-
cern, instructed Ymer Dishnica-

.. not to forget the interests of our
Party. It should continue to be the
organizer and leader of the National-
liberation War, remaining as such and
not becoming a faction in this wars1),

When the treachery became quite clear he
called the agreement «a complete capitulation
to the «Balli kombétar-, and wrote to Ymer

~ Dishnica: «You have fallen head over heels

into the positions of the «Balli Kombétars . ..
This agreement, which completely violates our
political line... is denounced by the Central
Committee» 2) !

While informing the communists of this

1) Enver Hoxha, Letter addressed to Ymer Digh-

‘nica, August 6th, 1943, Works, Vol, I, p. 334.

2) Enver Hoxha, Letter addressed to Ymer Dishn-_
nica, August 9th, 1943, Works, Vel. I, D. 340,
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“grave violation of the decisions of the General
Council and the politieal line of the Party,

the Central Committee expressed its deter--
mination not to agree in any way Whatsoever-
to share the fruits of the liberation war of the

Albanian people and the people’s democratic
power with the «Balli kombétar» or any other
opponents of this war and this power.

" Phe surrender of Ymer Dishnica and
Mustafa Gjinishi caused confusion in the ranks
of the people and played into the hands of
the «Balli Kombétar chieftains who used the

Mukje agreement in their fight against the

Communist Party. Under these circumstances,
the Party organizations had to carry out a broad
explanatory work, exposing the reactionary
content of the said agreement and the objec-
tives of the «Balli Kombétar» chieftains who,
with the help of the invaders, were attempting
to seize the fruits of the liberation war of the
Albanian people.

The National-liberation In order to further _

Councils — The Only strengthen the unity
People’s Power of the Albanian peo-

ple in their antifa-
scist war, the IInd National-liberation Confe-

rence was held in Labinot from the 4th to Gth:

of September 1943.

The Conference took up the question of

the people’s democratic power as its principal

issue. With the deepening of the revolutionary

process of the war this question was assuming
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‘&n ever greater importance, the more so as
«Balli Kombétar» and reaction in general were
exerting every effort to take State power into
their hands.

Under these circumstances the Conference -

launched the slogan:

«to have the Nationai-liberation Coun-
cils recognized as the sole people’s
power in Albania~ %)

The IInd National-liberation Conference
-adopted a series of measures to strengthen and
deepen the democratic basis and to centralize
the people’s power in Albanija. It increased the
‘General Council from 7 (elected at the Peza
‘Conference) to 62 members. Tt worked out and
-adopted the Statutes and the Regulations of
‘the national-liberation councils, documents of

constitutional importance. It was decided to set.

up executive organs with their administrative-
‘economic apparatus, at the General and district
councils,

The Conference recognized the Anti-fascist
Youth Union, the Anti-fascist Womens’ Union,
the Union of Anti-fascist University Students
(recently created under the guidance of the
‘Communist Party) as integral parts of the Na-
tional-liberation Front and issued instructions

1) Resolution of the 2nd National-liberation Con-
ference, September 8th. 1843. Documents of the High-
-er Organs of the National—li-beration People’s Power,
p. 58, :
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to give them the greatest help and support
possible. Like the National-liberation Front
itself, they were not class, but mass organiza-
tions of the young people and of the women
of the different classes and. strata of the coun-
try, and had no program other than that of
the National-liberation Froent.

At the Labinot Conference the agreement
of Mukje was publicy condemned as an act
that violated the fundamental principles of the
Peza Conference and ran counter to the inte-
rests of the war and the unity of the Albanian
people.

-As the «Balli Kombétar» organization con-
tinued its hostile activity against the national-
liberation movement and pursued its collabo-
ration with the Italian fascists, it was decided
1o take a clear cut stand against it, to expose
its anti-national and anti-people’s policy, to
dencunce its demagogical slogans of unity, its
attempts to sow discord and instigate fratricidial
war. Af the same time, instructions were issued
not to reject, but to make use of every chan-
ce to collaborate with the «Balli Kombétars
and other political groups outside the national-
liberation movement, but on the basis of
the decisions of the Peza Conference and,
above all, only if the «Balli Kombétar» and
other groups would participate in the uncom-
promising and relentless war against the inva-
ders, and if they recognized the national-libera-
tion councils as the sole people’s power.

Such a stand would open the eyes of those
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who had been duped and would divide them
from the reactionary chieftains.

The Labinot Conference did not harbour
any hopes that the «Balli Kombétar- would
give up its perfidious ways. It pointed out to
the people that the «Balli Kombétar» chieftains
were going further down the road of collabo-
ration with the invaders and of overt war
against the national-liberation movement.

Upholding the decisions of the Labinot
Conference, the Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party instruected the distric committees

« .. we should make it clear to the
people that the «Balli Kombétar» is
an assembly of splitiers and instigaters
of fratricidial war. We should make
the people see that the policy pursued
by the «Balli Kombétars chieftains will
bring us to armed clashes with them,
make all the people revoll against
them so that the historic responsibili-
ty for this... to fall, as in truth it
should. .., on the «Balli Kcmbétars
organization; we should prepare our-
selves, prepare all those of the natio-
nal-liberation movement, prepare the
people as a whole for a clash with the
«Balli Kombétars; the «Balli Kombé-
tar~ is preparing for this clash and it
should not catch us unawares.. .» )

1) Directive of the CC of the CPA, September 10,
1943, Principal documents of the PLA. Vol. I, p. 161.

226




On the final day of the Conference, the
news of the capitulation of fascist Italy wus
announced. This event changed the situation in
Albania. The Communist Party of Albania
drew new tasks from this newly created si-
tuation. '

6. INTENSIFYING THE WAR AGAINST THE NEW
GERMAN INVADERS AND CRUSHING REACTION

The capitulation of fascist Italy was
announced on September 8, 1943. This came
about as a result of the heavy defeats the Ger-
man and Italian armies had suffered on the
Soviet-German front, in North Africa, and the
landing of allied troops in Southern Italy.
Italy’s capitulation was also brought about by
the rapid growth of the resistance of the Ita-
lian masses against the war and fascism.

The Albanian people, who for four and a
half years had waged a fierce war to throw
off the yoke of the Italian invaders, had made
their own valuable contribution to this victory.

The Situation After The General Staff, in
the Capitulation of compliance with the ca-
Italy and the Coun- pitulation agreement,
try’s Occupation by immediately called on
the German Nazis the Italian occupation

army either to lay
down its arms and surrender or to join the
Albanian National-liberation Army and fight
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against Hitlerite Germany. The Italian Com-
mander in Chief, however, failed to respond
to this call. He ordered the Italian troops in
Albania to surrender to the Germans. Only
some 15 thousand Italian officers and men who
disobeyed this order, surrendered to the Natio-
nal-liberation Army. The Communist Party
of Albania saw to it that all those who had
surrendered should be received everywhere in
a fraternal manner, in spite of the atrocities the
Italian fascist army had committed in Albania.
All those responsible for war crimes would be
brought to account and severely punished
during or after the war, whenever they were
caught,

Of the Italian soldiers who had surrende-
red to the National-liberation Army forces,
about 1500 men agreed to join the ranks of the
Albanian partizan units and fight arms in
hand against German nazis. The «Antonio
Gramsci» battalion was formed as part of
the First Strom Brigade of the Albanian
National-liberation Army. The Italian sol-
diers who did not wish to fight were shel-
tered in the liberated zones of the country,
where they were hospitably received by the Al-
banian peasants, in spite of the extraordinary
economic difficulties they were up against,

In place of the Italian invaders in Alba-
nia came the German aggressors. They were
met with fierce fighting everywhere. On the
Struga-Librazhd highway, at Drashovica near
Vlora, at the Kardhiq bridge near Gijirokastra,
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along the Elbasan-Tirana highway, at Kruja,
Konispol, Delvina and Saranda, at Bilisht, along
the Korca-Leskovik highway, and at other
places, the National-liberation Army units
inflicted heavy losses on the new invaders and
prevented them from deploying over the entire
territory of Albania. The major part of the
regions and a number of tcwns remained free.

The German invaders stationed in Albania
an armed force of about 70,000 men. Once
established in Albania, they assumed the task
of crushing the national-liberation movement
and of making the Albanian people a satellite
of Germany. To aftain this objective, the nazis
at first made use of tactics which aimed at dis-
guising the occupation regime and at deceiving
the people who had allegedly won their «natio-
nal indepéndence~ through «the creation of a
sovereign Albanian State», They loudly pro-
claimed that they had come «as friends- just
_to «liberate Albania from the Italian yoke»;
that the German army «would guarantee the
independence of the Albanian people, if they
would give their assistance in the war against
communism»! They called on all those who had
taken to the mountains to surrender their
weapons and return to their homes, as their
mission had been accomplished with the help
of the German army! The Hitlerites instigated
and aided the traitors to proclaim «the seces-
sion of Albania from Italy» and to create the
organs of «the indipendent Albanian State»
such as  the «Executive Committee-, the
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«Regency», the «Albanian Government», the
«Albanian Army», the «Albanian Gendarmerio»,
and so on. These manceuvers were very loudly
propagated by the reactionaries.

But no matter what tactics they resorted
to, the Hitlerites could by no means conceal
the aggression they had committed against
Albania. The Communist Party had made it
clear in due time to the Albanian people that
the German nazis were the most savage
enemies of mankind. On the first day they set
" foot on Albanian soil they razed the village
of Borova to the ground and massacred the
entire population, even children in cradles.

Neither were the Germans able to conceal
the establishment of a barbarous regime of
occupation in Albania. Along with their pro-
clamations of «respecting» and «guaranteeings
the national independence of Albania, they
issued directives on the disarmament of the
whole population, on shooting or hanging from -
10 to 30 Albanjans for every (rerman soldier
killed, for every act of sabotage, for all con-
cealed weapons, military materials or food-
stuffs! A curfew was imposed throughout the
country. The «Regency» and the Quisling
goverment could take no decision without the
approval of the German occupation command.
The Hitlerites seized the National Bank and
all the economic resources of the country.

The Albanian people, under the leadership
of the Communist Party, were not deceived by
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the Nazi demagogy. They carried on their
struggle against the new aggressors with even
greater vigour. Before one month had passed
the Hitlerites were fully convinced that the
Albanian people were mortal enemies to them
as well as to any collaborationist «Regency»
and «Albanian governments.

In the Autumn of the year 1943 the Natic-
nal-liberation Army detachments and units
launched powerful attacks on the Hitlerite
troops and reactionary forces throughout the
country, killing thousands of them. On October
18, 1943 the ANLA artillery shelied the QJuisling
assembly convened on the initiative of the Ger-
man command. On that same day, the CPA
distributed in Tirana leaflets with the head-
lines: «How do the Albanian people reply to
the Gestapo assembly? WITH GUNSH 1)

. Besides the battles fought by the Anti-fa~
geist Liberation army, various acts of diversion
were carried out by guerilla units in accupied
regions and cities. These actions became more
frequent and better organized.

: The Central Committee of the Party fol-
lowed the course of events with greatest atten-
tion and carried out vigorous activity in order
that war against the new invaders should be wa-
ged unremittingly and more fiercely throughout
the country. The moment it was informed that
the Berat District Staff led by Gjin Marku had

1) Proclamations and leaflets of the CPA 1941~
1944, Tirana 1862, p. 310. .
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alloved the German soldiers to enter the libera~
ted town of Berat for a short time, it stigma-
tized this act as a crime and severely censured
the Berat District Staff, :

«We might have expected anything
from a partizan command, — Comrade
Enver Hoxha wrote at that time to the
Berat District Staff, — but to come to

- terms, be it even for a single minute,
with the greatest enemy of our people
and of mankind, this was beyond our
imagination. .. Even if you were to
lose the entire army, even if the whole
work already achieved were to be
imperilled, never at any time should
you have come to terms with the bar-
barous nazis- 1),

A new situation arose in Albania following
the occupation of the country by German
troops. The distinctive feature of this situation
was the aggregation of al] reactionary groups,
trends and forces around the new invaders
and their going over to open general war
against the national-liberation movement,

Internal reaction felt more and more
incapable of coping with the situation with
their own forces. The helplessness of the reac-
tionaries and the concurrence of their objec-
tives with those of the German invaders prom-

1) Letter addressed to the Berat Disrict Staff.
November 5, 1943 Central Party Archives.
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pted the Albanian traitors to seek the operw
backing and protection of the nazis and to put
their forces under the German command.

Crushing Internal Re- The «Balli Kombétars
action -— an, Indispen- organization, the tribal
sable Condition for chiefiains, the upper
Successfully Fighting clergy of the Catholic
the Invaders Church, and all the fas-

cist politicians, imme-~
diately aligned themselves with the German
invaders. The chiefs of the «Balli Kombé&tar»,
the representatives of the clergy and other
reactionary trends took office in the puppet
regency, government and other high organs
of the Quisling administration.

Now that the «Balli Kombétar», persisting
on their way of treason, had openly joined the
German nazis in their war against the national-~
liberation movement, the Communist Party
and the Ceneral Council were obliged to reply
to these tools of the invaders with armed
struggle.

«Under present circumstances, any
unity of actions with the «Balli Kom-
bétar», the Central Committee of the
CPA instructed, «is out of question.
Now it is a matter of crushing «Balli
Kombétars. 1)

1) Letter of the Central Committee of the CPA,
October 1, 1943, Principal Documents of the PLA, Vol#
I, p. 177

233




R

It was precisely at this time that the
treason of Abaz Kupi and the Zogites became
apparent. Having refused to take part in the
Labinot Conference, Abaz Kupi deserted the
National-liberation Front. He had joined the

Front with ulterior motives of enhancing Zog's

credit and hindering the growth, the influence
and the leading role of the Communist Party.
He had always acted according to the instruc-
tions of the British imperialists, who, by means
of the Zogites, aimed at securing control of the
national-liberation movement and post-war
Albania. Having been unable to achieve this
aim following the capitulation of Italy, Abaz
Kupi thought that the propitious moment had
come to annihilate the National-liberation Front
and the Communist Party. In September 1943,
with the aid of the British, he announced the
formation of the «Legality» organization, and
in November of the same year, convened a so-
called «congress» of that organization. The
«Legality» underteok the task of detaching the
Albanian people from the Communist Party
and rallying them around Abaz Kupi and his
men who were to reestablish Zog’s regime.
Accordingly, the Zogites launched a propaganda
¢ampaign to represent Zog’s regime as the only
«legal> regime, idealizing it as a «regime of
liberty, of tranquillity, order, peace and justices !
They then demanded that the various political
parties, including the national-liberation mo-
vement and the Communist Party, rally under
the banner of the «Legality»! At the same time
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‘Abaz Kupi joined forces with the Quisling
government and the «Balli - Kombétar» and
relied on the German invaders for support.

The nazis were willing to give Abaz Kupi
and the «Legality» all their aid and support,
although they well knew that these were
puppets in the hands of the British. The Hitle-
rites end the Zogites were united by their
immediate common objectives, namely, to crush
the Communist Party and to do away with the
national-liberation movement.

The Communist Party exerted all its
efforts and made use of every possible means
o persuade Abaz Kupi and the Zogites to give
up their inimical stand towards the national-
liberation movement and to join the armed
struggle against the Germans, by aligning
themselves with the National-liberation Front.
Regarding the proclamation of the «Legality»,
it made clear once again that it was not
opposed to the creation of a Zogite parly or
any other political party in the country, but on
one indispensable condition namely that all
parties which might be created should fight
against the invaders and take part in the
common National-liberation Front.

In the actual circumstances, ho party, no
organization and no armed force outside the
Natignal-liberation Front could remain neutral,
but was absolutely bound to serve the enemy.
Therefore, despite all the attempts of Abaz
Kupi to carry out the instruction of the British
‘not to attract attention as a collaborator of
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the German invaders, he could not but fait
to do so. At the beginning of December, the
National-liberation General Council, after due
deliberation on the criminal and anti-national
‘activity of Abaz Kupi, decided officialy on
his expulsion from the Council and the General
Staff. At the same time, it issued instructions to.
denounce him as an enemy of the Albanian peo-
ple and the «Legality» as a traitor organization.

The passing over of the entire reaction to.
open armed struggle against the National-
liberation Army and the National-liberation
Front together with the German invaders
denoted that a deep differentiation process
of the internal political class forces was
taking place. The revolutionary movement
sorted out these forces into two blocs — mortal
enemies to each other. On the one hand, the
overwhelming majority of the Albanian people
— the working class, the poor and middle
beasantry, the peity bourgeoisie and the major
part of the medium bourgeoisie of the cities,
the patriotic intellectuals and some individual
elements from the higher strata, were united
and organized in the National-liberation Front
under the leadership of the Communist Party.
The principal striking force of the National-
liberation Front was the National-liberation
Army, while its external support was the
Anti-Tascist World War, first and foremost,
the Great Patriotic War of the Soviet Union.
On the other hand — the landlords, the tribal
chieftains, the reactionary bourgeoisie, the

236




majority of rich peasants, the reactionary intel-
lectuals, and the clergy, joined heterogeneous
organizations and groups which had no sound
connections between them. The reaction had
the detachments of the gendarmes and the
«Balli Kombétar» bands, the Zogites, and tribal
chieftains as its armed force. The reactionary
organizations and armed forces did not cons-
titute an independent bloc in itself; they were
at the service of the nazi invaders and relied
mainly on their support.

In these circumstances, the Communist
Party, considering the struggle against reaction
as an integral part of the general struggle
against the invaders, issued the instruction
that all the reactionary organizations and armed
forces outside the National-liberation Front
should be crushed by force of arms. The
General Staff gave orders to the parti-
zan detachments and units to purge all
the liberated regions of reactionaries. The war
could not have been successfully carried on
and victory over the German nazis could not
have been achieved without, at the same time,
fighting their obedient tools. ;

The broad masses of the people immedia-
tely supported the Party’s call to wipe out the
«Balli Kombétar», the «Legality» and the other
reactionary forces. They themselves demanded
that such action be taken, because out of
their own experience they had been convinced
of the treachery of these organizations.

While it was compelled to fight, arms in
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hand, againsi the «Balli Kombétars and the
«Legality», the CPA did not retreat from its.
general line laid down at its Constituent Meet-
ing and at its First National Conference. Just
as previously, the national-liberation character
of the war and the principle of rallying the
entire Albanian people in the National-libera—
tion Front without diserimination as to class,
political opinion, religious belief or region, were
upheld. The National-liberation Front remai-
ned open to all those «Balli Kombétars adherents,
Zogites and gendarmes whose hands were not
stained with blood and who had abandoned
the ranks of the reactionary organizations and
armed forces. Instructions were issued that
unceasing efforts should be made to detach
the misled from their treacherous leaders.

In particular, the Party saw to it that there
should be no slackening of the war against the
German aggressors, who remained the chief
enemy,

No Foreign Interfe- In the Autumn of 1943
rence In the Natio- National-liberation War
nal-liberation War of the Albanian people

was confronted with
another peril which came from the British —
U.5. allies.

As far back as May 1943 representa-
tives of the Anglo-American Mediterranean
Command had come uninvited to Albania.
A British military mission to the General
Staff of the National-liberation Army was
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established, fo be followed later by am
American military mission. There were British
officers attached to some partizan commands-
as well. They justified their arrival in Albania
allegedly as dictated by the common military
interests in the war against Hitlerite Germany,
and undertook, in words only, to aid the
National-liberation Army with needed arms
and war materials. In reality they came to
Albania mainly for political aims. With these
aims in view, they carried out subversive acti-
vity and became an obstacle to the war against
the invaders and their tools in Albania. The
British - U. S. allies gave the greater part of
their aid to the opponents of the national-libe-
ration movement, to the reactionary forces.
They set up special military missions to these
torces and supplied them with arms, amruni-
tion, clothing and gold. When the «Balli Kom-
pétar» and the «Legality» aligned themselves
with the Germans against the National-libera-
tion Front, the British-U. S. military mis-
sions neither departed nor cut off their aid.
The Anglo-American Mediterranean Command
began to exert great pressure on the General
Staff not to launch any attacks on the reac-
tionary forces. It demanded that the British and
American officers should be recognized as
playing the role of arbitrators in the infernal
affairs of the Albanian people.

As was proved in practice, the governments.
of Great Britain and of the U.S.A. had not the
least intention of giving real aid to the national-

239




liberation movements in the Balkans. They
aimed  solely at preventing the victory of
people’s revolutionary forces, at destroying the
authority and the influence of the communist
parties, and establishing Anglo-American con-
trol in the Balkan countries,

The Communist Party saw in the Ariglo-
American interference gz threat to the victory
of the revolution and national independence,
-and without any hesitation took a resolute stand
against it. The General Staff warned the allied
missions to give up interferring in the internal
political and military affairs of Albania and
obstructing the prosecution of the Albanian
people’s war against the Hitlerite invaders and
their servants. All the British and Awmerican
officers who continued to collaborate with the
reactionary forces would be regarded as ene-
mies. The Central Committee instructed the
‘Party District Committees, that allied missions

«shoul not interfere in our internal af-
fairs, they should in no way be
regarded as arbiters between us and
the reaction. If our war against the
reaction is agreable to them, so much
the better, otherwise the door is wide
open for them to leaves 1, :

Any allied representative who would not
-observe the principle of non-interference in our

1) Directive of the CC of the CPA, November
3, 1943. Principal Documents of the PLA, Vol. I, p. 200.
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internal affairs would be escorted to the Ge-
neral Staff Headquarters and would forthwith
be expelled from Albanian soil.

This revolutionary, resolute, and correct
attitude toward the Anglo-American allies was
of major importance for the further deve-
lopment of the National-liberation War and for
the fate of the people’s revolution,

First and Foremost In the new situation
Strengthen the Peo- after the capitulation
ple’s Power and the of fascist Italy, the ques-
ANLA. tion of the political po-
_ , wer became of even
‘greater importance. Following the failure of the
Mukje agreement —— the most perilous attempt
t6 undermine the power of the people’s councils
and the leading role of the Communist Party, the
reaction resorted to new means to crush that po-
wer. The National-liberation Councils were to be
annihilated by armed force. In their stead, with
the connivance and support of the German in-
vaders, the former State power of the land-
owners and the bourgeoisie was to be re-esta-
blished. The nazis unreservedly supported the
idea of the ex-king Zog regime put forward
by the «Legality». This was clearly demonstra-
ted by the fact that they had established the
Quisling «Regency», had appointed Zogites to
top posts in the collaborationist government and
gendarmerie, by the freedom the <«Legality-
enjoyed to publish and to distribute its press
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organs and carry on its activity in the cities
and regions occupied by German troops. The
reinstatement of the Zog regime was supported
particularly by the British and American go-
vernments. At the time, Churchill held talks
in London with ex-king Zog on the creation
of a royal Albanian government in exile.

The Communist Party and the Albanian
people dealt crushing blows to those manoeuv-
res. Confronted with this situation, the Cenirad
Committee instructed:

«The first question to be taken up is
that of State power... the establish-
ment of National-liberation Councils
everywhere, their reinforcement and
their protection from all attempts on
the part of the «Balli Kombétar> or
any other party to sabotage them, or
to combat them overtly. On this matter,
there should be mo ambiguity: there
should exist no other power than that
of the National-liberation Councils. On
this issue there should be no compro-
mise and duality-1)

The Berat and Gjirokastra District Commit-
tees were severely criticized for failing to take
immediate steps, after the capitulation of fascist
Italy, to do away with the apparatus of the
former regime in their liberated cities,
for having aliowed this apparatus to come

1) Letter of the CC of the CPA, October 1, 1943
Principal Documents of the PLA, vol. I, p. 170.
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under the control of and to be used by the
«Balli Kombétar-. After that criticism, this
mistake was corrected immediately in line with
the instructions of the Central Committee.

The Party organizations carried out wide-
spread propaganda and agitation work to expose
the old regime as a regime of misery and
oppression. They made it clear o the masses
that political power is not granted nor donated
by anyone, but, on the contrary, it should be
seized by force, that the Albanian people them-~
selves would decide their own destiny with the
arms in their hands, that they would not allow
the Zog regime to be imposed cn them, that
the British and Americans had no right to
interfere in the question of the regime, nor in
any other political and military affairs of the
Albanian people.

‘* To strengthen the people’s power, a series
of measures were taken on the basis of the
decisions of the Second National-liberation Con-
ference and of the Statutes and Regulations of
the people’s councils, which had been appro-
ved at this Conference. In all the liberated cities
and regions elections for new national-libera-
tion councils were organized and in some
regions district national-liberation conferences
were held. The people’s councils were purged
of wavering individuals. They were broadened
and strengthened. The governmental activity
of the General Council and of the district coun-
cils in the liberated regions and cities was
improved and invigorated through setting up
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executivéorgars and>the Sdmimistrative-econo-
mi¢ gpparatus attdehed t6 themwys i
Alivi'Fhe! nattbmaldliberationi seouncils had: - the
strong! 'support of: 'the miakses: of: the people  in
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- :The main: problem .o the' National-libera=
tioh War, on which the ‘achievernent of natiortal
indépendendeand the establishm ént-of the: peos
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from rthélra,xﬂﬁfsiof'p'eaéanms;wéfonkiefh,' and -&tys
8entsy responded ito-the eal] of the Commurnist
Rartyitoswéll the ranky of-the partizah fighting
detacHments!: By Jilyr 10,2943 the - National«
liberstion: Army had doubled: in: size:'Two dew
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and put on the righ#: . road.those partizan
commands which violated :or. failed, to.comply
well with the requirements of.revolutionary
partizan warfare. It drewr, valuable lessons from
errors committed by various  detachments, and
units and took them up with allsthe; partizan
comnmanders. The General:Staff severely; ¢ritir
cized particularly some partizan . commandexs
who undertook no assaults, but waited in por
sition for the enemy. It drew important lessons
from the attempts of the German command. to
put their tactics of anti-partizan war into ope-
ration. Measures were taken to - completely
defeat all these enemy plans. The attempts of
the Germah nazis to engage thé partizan detach-
ments in frontal battles met with'équal failure.

The successful prosecuticn of  the war
against the German invaders, ‘the'‘expansion

-and consolidation of the people’s power, enhan-

ced still further the authority of the Commu-
nist Party of Albania. The endeavor of the Hit-
lerites, of the internal reaction, and of the
Anglo-American imperialists, to detdch - the
Party from the people met with failure,:3dé.
The masses became more conscious of th& need
to wage an uncompromising war against the
enemy through to final victory. ‘

It was natural that the German invaders
and the traitors would not be reconciled to’this
situation, that they would exert all efforts’¥o
change it to their advantage by launching
relentless attacks on the Communist Party and
the National-liberation Army. Ll
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The Central Committee warned the Party
organizations not to become intoxicated by
Success, to look into things objectively and
to grasp the situation aright, taking care not
to be caught unawares, to train their members,
to prepare the partizan fighters and the people
as a whole to face the great difficulties which
lay ahead. Above all, the Party should be made
as strong as steel. :

«The burden on our Party is excep-
tionally heavy, and if we are to bear
it and come out victorious we should
have a sound and healthy backbone,
we should have an  organized and
strong Party, we should have comra-
des with high political consciousness
and military skill capable of facing
fascism in any eventuality without
losing their bearings in these difficult
and erucial moments and situations- D)

7. THE CPA ORGANIZER OF THE HEROIC
STRUGGLE OF THE ALBANIAN PEOPLE TO TFOIL
THE ENEMY'S PLANS IN THE WINTER
1943-1844

In the Winter of 1943-1944 the German in-
vaders, with the help of their Albanian collabo-
rators, mounted a broad campaign against the

1) Cireular Letter of the CC of the CPA, Novem-
ber 3, 1843. Principal Documents of the PLA, Vol
I, p. 199.
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National-liberation Army with the aim of cru-
shing it and annihilating the national-liberation
movement, Four Hitlerite divisions and several
thousands of gendarmes, «Balli Kombétar» adhe-
rents and Zogites, altogether about 45 thousand
men, participated directly in these operations.
At that time the National-liberation Army had
an effective strength of approximately 20 thou-~
sand fighters dispersed all over Albania.

. If the enemy had numerical superiority
in troops, his superiority in military equipment
was overwhelming. On their part, the partisans
stood in great want of arms, ammunition, food
and clothing. Besides, they had to fight under
the difficult conditions of winter in the moun-

‘The Failure Of The The great enemy ope-
Enemy’s Winter Ope- ration was developed in
ration two main phases.

In the first phase
(November 1943 — January 1944) the Hitlerite
and reactionary forces undertock a series of
operations in Central and Northern Albania.
The German nazis, supported by the Albanian
iraitors who acted as their scouts, launched
simultaneous attacks from many directions. They
succeeded in overrunning the regions held by
the National-liberation Army detachments and
units and created a very grave situation for
the population and the partizans. The enemies
inflicted great losses on the partizan battalions
of the Elbasan, and Dibra regions, of the Kruja,
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Mati and Tirana districts, on the IInd and IIIrd
Brigades. Many partizans were killed in fierce
fighting; some of them were cut off from their
detachments and dispersed. Nevertheless, the
partizans in Central and Northern Albania were
not wiped out, After the operation, they were
obliged to fight in small formations in the zones
occupied or cut off by the enemies. In spite of
the losses it suffered, the Peza fighting detach-
ment succeeded in preserving its main forces,
their fighting capacity and constant readiness.
The Central Committee and General Staff
members with Comrade Enver Hoxha found
themselves in a very dangerous situation, cut
off as they were by the enemy in the Cerme-
nike-Shingjergj-Martanesh zone, The nazis, the
«Balli Kombétar-, and the Zogites left no means
unexploited to detect and destroy the leader-
ship of the National-liberation War. But they
did not succeed., Many a peasant knew the pla-
ces where they were sheltered, but not one of
them was intimidated by the enemy’s threats
into betraying the Communist Party and the
General Staff. The leaders of the Party and
of the people, braving extreme dangers with
heroism and presence of mind, with the help
of the local peasants, broke out of the encircle-
ment without suffering any losses. Meanwhile,
in Southern Albania the Hitlerites undertook
localized attacks. Of these activities the most
important were the operations in the regions of
Mallakastra and Mesaplik.
' Through these operations the German inva-
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ders aimed at keeping the partizan forces

pinned down in Southern Albania, to prevent
them from going to the aid of the partizan
detachments in Central and Northern Albania.
These actions were also intended as a prepara-
tion for the decisive offensive against the Na-
tional-liberation Army. Through incessant figh-
ting, the enemies counted on wearing out the
partizans, consuming their ammunition, disco-
vering their combat capacity, seizing the ini-
tiative from their hands, weakening their
morale, terrorizing the rural population through
severe reprisals and, finally, on compressing
the partisan forces into as small an area as

ible, where they could more easily be
encircled and wiped out.

The second phase of the enemy’s greal
Winter campaigns took place during January
and February 1944 against the main forces
of the ANLA in Southern Albania. In this
operation the German invaders and the colla-
borators launched three successive offensives.
Everywhere they came up against heroic parti-
zan resistance. The heavy blows they were
dealt, especially at Opar, at Tenda Qypit
(Skrapar), in the surroundings of Pérmet, at
Kardhiq of Gjirokastra, at Vajza and Térbag
of Vlora, caused them heavy losses in men
and material, and upset their plans. When the
Hitlerites thought they had completed the en-
circlement of the partizan forces and expected
them to surrender, the commanders of the Na~
tional-liberation Army detachments, rapidly
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and skilfully regrouping their forces, outma-
noeuvred the enemy, broke through the encir-
cling forces and dealt sudden blows at his
flanks and rear.

With the exception of some territorial
battalions, the partizan brigades and groups
operating in Southern Albania were not thrown
into confusion and did not lose their combative
spirit and efficiency, although, they had to wage
an urequal struggle in difficult circumstances.

At the same time, the Hitlerites pushed
ahead with their operations in various regions
of Central and Northern Albania, in Peza, in
the Dajti region, in Tropoja and in other
places,

The German invaders accompanied their
major operations against the National-libera-
tion Army with a reign of terror unpreceden-
ted in Albania. They plundered entire villages
and reduced them to ashes, Thousands of men,
women, old people and children were shot,
slaughtered, burned alive, imprisoned, and sent
to extermination camps. The Albanian cities
were turned into real concentration camps. ,
At any time of the day or night the German
nazis, the hanchmen of the «Balli Kombétars
broke down doors, ransacked homes, plundered
everything they could, took away young boys
and girls, beat and killed them out of hand, and
threw their bodies into the streets and ditches,
They loaded -horses with the corpses of murde-
red partizan fighters they had ecaptured or
had dug out of their graves and paraded them
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through the streets or exhibited them in mark-
et places. On the day of the great massacre
of February 4th in Tirana, the enemies wrote
in their daily press: «Bleeding is a radical cure
for the infected. Blood should flow in torrents
through the streets of Tirana, if we are to
re-cstablish peace und tranquility. One day
of terror ensures ten years of tranguillity». The
regime of terror imposed on the Albanian peo-
ple, however, failed to gain even & minute’s
tranquillity for Hitlerite hangmen and the
Albanian ftraitors.

Besides terror and plunder, the German
nazis and the reactionaries tried to starve the

ple into laying down their arms. They
sealed off the cities and grain producing villa-
ges, so that not even a grain of corn or wheat
ghould go to the partizan bases in the moun-
tains. But this attempt, teo, met with failure.

In order to break the spirit of the people,
the invaders and their stooges annotnced
loudly and more than once that the partizans
had been wiped out and the Communist Party
had ceased to exist. But precisely at this time,
the National-liberation Army seized the initia-
tive and passed to the counter-offensive.
Within February and March the partizan figh-
ting groups and units in Southern Albania
cleaned out almost all the regions that the
German and reactionary forces had violated
during their operations. In Central and Nor-
thern Albania, too, the partizan movement was
not extinguished although those regions remai-
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ned for some time under the control of the
Hitlerite invaders and of traitors. The hercic.
march of a section of the Ist Brigade (February--
March) deep into the enemy rear through the
Cermenika, Golloborda, Mat, Shingjergj, Peza
and Dumre regions strengthened the confidence
of the people in the AN LA and helped to invi-
gorate the national-liberation movement in the
Northern regions of the country. :

The great operation of the German inva-
ders and traitors in the winter of 1943-1944
failed. More than 1000 partizan fighters lost
their lives in encounters with the enemy, from
cold, wounds, and sickness. The ranks of the
National-liberation Army, however, were nei-
ther thinned out nor weakened, on the contra-
Ty, they were increased and sirengthened, The-
implementation of the plan of the General Staff
to set up new brigades was not interrupted.
The IVth, Vth, VIth, and VIith Brigades were
set up during this winter. In clashes with the
enemies, through hardships and sufferings, the-
morale of the National-liberation Army was
tempered to an unprecedented degree,

The commandants, the commissars and the
rank and file were equipped with a rich mi-
litary and politieal experience. There was also.
a great improvement in the armament situa-
tion of partizan detachments and units with
weapons captured from the Germans in the
fighting. .

In their offensive, the invaders and the-
traitors lost almost three times more troops:
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than the partizans. But their heaviest losses
-were of a political nature, especially since the
major part of the reactionary forces began to
see more clearly and more deeply the useless-
ness of the war waged against the National-
liberation Front, and began to lose confidence
in the success of this war.

The ememy did not succeed in destroying
the overwhelming majority of the national-
liberation councils, nor in bringing about the
jnterruption of their activity. The national-
liberation councils rendered great help to the
National-liberation Army by providing food,
clothing and means of transport and, especially,
by providing it with new volunteers. They
carried on a wide range of activities, maintai-
ning the high morale and fighting spirit of the
people, helping those damaged by the war and
seeing to it that the peasant masses did not
die of hunger.

During the operations of the 1943-1944
Winter campaign the Communist Party, the
Wational-liberation Army, and the entire Alba-
nian people stood the greatest and hardest test
of the whole National-liberation War.

5 *ﬁy foiling the enemy offensive, the Alba-
hian 'National-liberation Army gave proof that
it wais an organized and disciplined army, with
highmorale, loyal to the end to the Fatherland
and‘tc the people. Although in battle and on
theia¥ch 'day and night, unclad, unshod,
unfed; it high snowy mountains, the Natio-
nal-libérdtion Army fighters never lamented
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over their difficulties and privations, never lost
faith in their victory and in the justice of the
cause they were defending. Isolated partizans
or partizan groups, cut off from their bases
and surrounded, preferred to perish from cold
and hunger or fall fighting, rather than surren-
der to the enemy. There was nothing more
sacred to them than to always hold high and
unstained the name and honor of the National-
liberation Army fighter. The commandants and
commissars showed great mastery in making
use of partizan' warfare tactics, and developed
political maturity in appreciating situations,
taking decisions and initiatives for independent
actions.

Through its representatives in different
regions of the country, the General Staff super-
vised the execution of its orders and the
instructions which it had given previously,
sized up military and political situations and
issued new pertinent instructions. Although
with widely dispersed forces, its control, assis-
tance, and leading role in the army were
never interrupted. The greatest danger at that
period was to slacken the militant spirit of
attack of the partizan detachments and units,
and to give rise to an atmosphere of rest and
relaxation after an operation. The General
Staff obviated all danger of that sort by deman-
ding that the National-liberation Army be
thrown without waiting into counter-offensive.
Attack, the General Staff instructed, keeps the
morale of the army high, saves time and
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energy, demoralizes the enemy, eliminates his
superiority in numbers and equipment. Attack
is the sole method of warfare appropriate to
a revolutionary army. The offensive spirit of
the combatants develops only -in continuous
battle against theinvadersand the reactionaries
by seeking battle, and not waiting for it to come.

The high level of consciousness and the
readiness of the Albanian pecple to make the
heavy sacrifices required by the liberation war
stood their hardest test in the critical winter
period of the 1943-1944. It was the support
of the masses of the people that saved the
National-liberation Army from annihilation,
that encouraged it, multiplied ifs forces, and
enabled it to emerge victorious in this unequal
war. The peasants never shut their doors fo
partizans wearied in baitle, they shared with
them the last piece of bread they had saved
for their children. In towns, young men,
young women and children, defying all perils,
distributed Party propaganda material, main-
tained the links between the Party organs and
the Natibnal-liberation Army. A number of
young men, women and children, gave their
lives. Many of them were impriscned and
deported, but no ememy terror could shake
their determination.

The traitors and the German nazis tried
hard to detach the youth from the Communist
Party and to compel them to give up their
weapons. This is how the youth replied to
the enemy calls and threats:
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«For the Albanian Anti-fascist youth
there exists only one course, only one
decision: fight on to victory... The
Anti-fascist Youth are not afraid to
face the gallows, they do not tremble
facing bullets, they are net discoura-
ged by the attacks launched by the
enemy and the traitors. They are
confident jn the victory of their cause
and of the cause of the people. They
are determined to win whatever the
cost. And win they shall.» B

Great Proof of the The Inspirer and orga-
Correciness of the nizer of the resistance
Political Line of the and of the heroic war
CPA of the National-libera-

tion Army, of all the
Albanian people at their most critical period
during the 1943-1944 winter campaign was the
Communist Party.

In this period, it was proved how sound
and unbreakable were the bonds of the Party
with the masses, how correct was its political
line. At no time did the National-liberation
Army fighters or the masses of the people
lose their confidence in the Party. The sons
and daughters of the Albanian people fell
in the field of battle, died on the gallows,
~and in the torture chambers with the name

1) Reply. Leaflet of the AAYU, January 17, 1944. .
CPA.
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of the Communist Party on their lips. Thou-
sands of ‘common men and women sacrificed
everything to defend the Party from the blows
of the enemy.

In the Winter of 1943-1944, the ties of the
Party with the masses became stronger still.
The Albanian people saw more clearly and
realized more thoroughly that the Communist
Party was the sole leading force capable of
ridding them of the foreign yoke, of winning
their freedom and national independence, of
defending their interests.

At their most critical moments, the figh-
ters of the National-liberation Army and the
popular masses everywhere, in town and coun-
try, in the liberated zones and in those under
occupation, feit the Party’s helping hand close
to them, saw that the Party had not abando-
ned them; they were nurtured each day by
its teachings and words of encouragement.

Even in the fiercest battles and during
gtrenuous marches, the commissars of poli-
tical sections, the Party organizations, carried
on active all-round political work, always
keeping high the morale and the fighting spi-
rit of the partizans and not allowing any
weakening of their confidence in victory. The
meetings of the Party organizations were held
in all circumstances, no matter how critical
they might be. At these meetings, collective
decisions were taken to ensure the success of
combat actions, the vanguard role of communists
both in coping with the problems of the war
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and enduring sufferings and privations. During
the 1943-1944 Winter period the number of the
Party members in the army was increased
by admitting partizan fighters tested in clashes
with the enemy and in complicated situations.

Party work was not slackened in the occu-
pied cities and regions, though only a limited
number of communists had remained there.
The Party District Committees re-organized the
work of Party cells and of the Communist
Youth activists to meet the state of terror and
the savage persecutions of the enemy wha
aimed at wiping out the Communist Party by any
means. The Party organizations in the occupied
cities never ceased publishing and distributing
bulletins, communiqués, leaflets and proclama-

tions addressed to the people, The enemies

were infuriated by the fact that they could
not discover the equipment with which these
materials were printed and destroy the Party
organizations. The most severe conditions of
martial law did not succeed in stopping the
activity of the national-liberation councils, the
Anti-fascist Youth and Women’s organizations,
or the guerilla units. The audacious actions
carried out by the guerilla units according to
the instructions of the Party District Commit-
tees did not give the enemy a moment’s respite
or permit any fall in the morale of the urban
population. The Party District Committees paid
great and continuous attention to the activity
of each communist, always kept the Party
members informed of events, never allowed
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them to fall into inactivity, issued instructions
and assigned them concrete tasks. The commu-
nists paid particular attention to waverers, gave
them heart, and prevented them from fall-
ing victims to enemy pressure. They kept
in touch with the political prisoners and
those isolated, sick and wounded partizans who
had been brought to the cities. Party cells
were active in prisons and concentration camps.
The distriet committees organized the collec~
tion of material aid, of clothing and medicines
for the National-liberation Army, gathered
information on the situation and the enemy
plans and sent them to the partizan headquar-
ters.

It was during the enemy’s Winter campaign
that the valor, the spirit of sacrifice, and the
loyalty of the Albanian communists to the
Party, to the people, and to communism stood
their hardest test. Many Party members, nine
members of Party District Committees, one
brigade commissar and candidate member of
the Central Committee, Vasil Shanto, gave their
lives as true herces in acticn against the Hit-
lerites and the reactionaries. The example set
by and the hercism of the communists, inspired
the magses of the people to stand, and fight
against the occupiers and traitors.

The never failing leadership of the Cen-
tral Committee of the Party, and of Comrade
Enver Hoxha personally, was of great impor-
tance at these critical moments. They were in
permanent touch with the District Party
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Committees and with the political organs of
the National-liberation Army. The Secretary
General never lost his conmections with the
Central Committee members distributed
throughout the country to lead the war from
close at hand. These connections were maintain-
ed over a thousand obstacles and perils. They
were not interrupted even at the moment
when the principal Party leaders found them-
selves cut off in the Cermenika and Shengjergiji
mountains. The - leadership of the <Central
Committee studied reports and informations
most atlentively, drawing conclusions and
summing up experiences from the activity of
the Party organizations on each terrain and
in each military detachment. It drafted and
issued the necessary instructions, ecriticized
errors and shortcomings and taught the comra-
des how 1o solve the complicated problems they
faced. The Secretary General kept all the mem-
bers of the Central Committee in touch with
all the problems of major importance, sought
their opinions and their proposals about these
problems.

Wherever there are people we must be
with them, no matter how strong the reaction
may be, instructed the Central Committee. This
was the fundamental prineiple guiding the
Party organizations in their practical activity,
in order to keep up the morale of the masses
at the grave moments the country was passing
through and to eliminate the enemy pressure
on the population. At that time, the Party
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leadership criticized the Vlora District Party
Committee because for the moment it had lost
its connections with the city.

Special concern was shown by the Central
Committee for the youth, encouraging them
not give up and withdraw from the struggle,
because the enemy, too, had centered their atten-
tion on them. Under the direct care of
the Party leadership, all the attempts of the
invaders and of traitors to persuade the youih
to abandon the National-liberation Army were
defeated. The uproar the nazis and the reac-
tionaries raised about certain anti-communist
statements fabricated by them and signed by
isolated young men, who had faltered in the
difficult moments, was exposed. The attempts
of the enemy to win over the youth through
sports clubs and cultural circles met with no
success whatsoever. All attempts to create an
allegedly «independent» youth organization
were nipped in the bud. _

As soon as Comrade Enver Hoxha was
informed that in the Tirana District Party
Committee the idea had been voiced of allowing-
some young men to declare that they «kept
aloof from politics~ in order to escape impri-

sonment and deportation, he severely criticized - ¥

this attitude and warned against falling into
any enemy traps. The Central Committee also
rejected a proposal toforma «Democratic Repu-
blican Party» with National-liberation Front
clements for the alleged purpose of attracting
to the Front some «Balli Kombétar» members,
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who were opposed to their chieftains, The for-
mation of such a party was considered to be
something altogether artificial and harmfu? to
the liberation war.

The Central Committee devoted particular
attention to preveating Party leaders in those
very difficult circumstances from falling into
pessimism and losing confidence in their owWn
forces, in the forces of the Party and of the
people. Criticizing some manifestations of pes-
simism observed during the 1943-1944 Winter
campaign, Comrade Enver Hoxha instructed:

«The situation is difficult, very diffi-
cult indeed. . . but it is precisely under
such difficult circumstances that we
must try not to lose our bearings. . » 1)

Referring to the question of losses suffered
by the IInd and I1Trd Brigades and some terri-
torial battalions, he regarded it as a mistake
to succumb to despair on  account of these
losses. There is no war without losses and
without damage, he said. The main thing is
not to lose the track, not to lose faith in our
own forces and in those of the people, to know
how to amass the forces, to manceuver with
skill, to replace the losses, to be prepared for
the worst and to be able to turn the situation
in our favour. There is nothing more dan-

1} Enver Hoxha. Letier addressed o Comrade
Nako Spiru, March 1944, Works, Vol, II, p. 115-116.
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gerous than losing the track and doing nothing
in critical situations.

Above all the Central Committee took great
care to protect the Party to keep its ranks pure
and strong. It instructed the leading cadres
to act not only bravely but also judiciously,
not to take unnecessary risks, First and fore-
most they had to distinguish themselves as
mature and wise political leaders, knowing
how to organize the work in accordance with
the circumstances, lcoking vigilantly into the
tactics and means resorted to by the enemy
whose aim was to destroy the leading cadres
and to wipe out the Party organizations.
The Central Committee insisted that the
Party should he preserved from the pro-
vocateurs of the enemy who might have
wormed their way into its ranks, paying parti-
cular attention to those who, in the past, had
shown accentuated groupist tendencies, because
such tendencies were liable to reappear in those
difficult circumstances. The vigilance of the
Party and the political tempering of the -
communists warded off dangers of that sort.

Even in the grave circumstances of the
1043-1944 Winter period, the Party found the
time and the possibility to organize a course
of study in Panarit of the Korca district with
the participation of leading Party cadres of the
National-liberation Army and of the other
Party cadres from the region.

As a result of the attention and vigorous
activity of the Central Committee and of all
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the leading organs of the Army and other Party
organizations, Party work was fruitful as never
before. At no time had the Party been either
as monolithic or mature as in this period.
Confronted with the power and the authority
of the Communist Party, all the attempts of
the enemy to weaken and to smash it failed.
All the attempts of the Hitlerite Gestapo and
of the «Balli Kombétar~ to create a «Genuine
Communist Party» and a «Social-democratic
Party», which were 1o replace the Communist
Party of Albania, came to naught.

The bitter battles and the great sufferings
during the 1943-1944 Winter period enhanced
the revolutionary lempering of the Commu-
nist Party, of the National-Iiberation Army, of
the national-liberation councils, and of the
whole Albanian people, prepared them for the
decisive battle in the war against the nazi inva-
ders and traitors.

8. THE FOUNDING OF THE NEW STATE OF
PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY

After the failure of the enemy Winter
campaign, the National-liberation War assumed
a new impulse in the Spring of the year 1944.
As early as March, the initiative had passed
into the hands of the ANLA. In compliance
with the General Staff order of April 5th, the
partizan detachments and wunits everywhere
took the offensive. Almost all the regions south
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of the Shkumbini river were again liberated.
The partisan movement in Central and Nor-
thern Albania became more active. The nazi
invaders and the reactionary forces were again
forced to ensconce themselves in towns, in
barracks and in fortified centers along the main
highways and the seacoast, under the perpe-
tual menace of attacks by the ANLA fighters.

The infensification of the National-libera-
tion War immeasurably deepened the ecrisis in
the enemy ranks in Albania. Disorder began
among reactionary organizations and armed
forces. Gendarmes and «Balli Kombé&tar» adhe-
rents deserted in groups.

By May 1944, the National-liberation Army
had grown to 35 thousand fighters, It was
strong enough t6 launch the general offensive
for the liberation of the towns and of the
whole country.

This prospect became still brighter as a
consequence of the Red Army’s brilliant vic-
tories over the German army. As far back
as January 1944, the Soviet Army had moun-
ted a gigantic offensive on the Eastern Front.
Advancing irresistibly westwards, in April it
entered Rumania. The German troops in the
Balkans were thus in danger of encirclement.

Smashing Enemy’s Faced with this criti-
New Manoeuvers cal situation, the alar-

med enemy leit no
stone unturned to find a way out and to change
the situation in his favor. Great hopes were
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laid on a new large-scale operation the German
‘Command was preparing against the National-
liberation Army. In preparation for this opera-
tion, the Albanian reaction also was mustering
all its forces. The Hitlerites counted on starting
the operation in April.

But this wasnot possible because the ANLA
upset their plans with its Spring offensive
and because their efforts to recruit mercenaries
failed by the people’s resistance.

At the same time, the Albanian traitors
tried to play a new card. They intended to set
up a coalition of the Greek and Albanian reac-
tion, which would eventually be turned into a
Greek-Turkish-Albanian  military  alliance.
According to the enemy’s plan, the united
forces of these countries would be employed
to crush the national-liberation movements in
Albania and Greece. The Albanian people’s re-
volutionary war, however, nipped this scheme
in the bud.

The same fate was shared also by the
attempts of the reactionaries to beguile the
people through clamorous announcements of
some measures of economic character, like
«the agrarian reform- and the creation of a
«society for the economic development of the
country». These measures, promised the trai-
tors, were to defend the peasants’ and workers’
rights and to do away with the economic
backwardness of the country which was, accor-
ding to them, the cause of the grave crisis
in Albania. These beautiful promises, however,

266




could not deceive the Albanian people, They
were glready convinced that it was only by
achieving victory over fascism and by crushing
the ftraitors that they would realize their
dreams and aspirations.

' It was at this time that the U.S. - British
imperialist reaction came to the rescue of the
Albanian collaborators. The British Government
had not given up its plan of bringing the Bal-
kans under its control. In the powerful growth
of the national-liberation movement it percei-
ved a great obstacle to the implementation of
this plan in Albania. The General Council and
the General Staff of the ANLA had not
accepted the U.S. - British dictate. It was only
by relying on the opponents of the national-
liberation movement and by weakening it
- as much as possible that the Anglo-American
imperialists could put their plan into operation.
For this reason the allied Mediterranean
Command increased its aid in arms and other
means to the reactionary forces of the «<Lega-
lity», the «Balli Kombétar» and the treache-
rous tribal chieftains. The British military mis-
sion tried to convince the ANLA General Staff
not to move its forces towards North Albania,
because that was the zone of action of the
«Legality», and that would give rise to con-
flicts. In Lendon, the British Government
increased its attempts to set up an Albanian
reactionary Government in exile.

The Communist Party assessed the mo-
ments the country was passing through in the

267




Spring of the year 1844 as decisive for the
fate of the people’s revolution in Albania. It
became imperative that all enemy attempts to
turn the situation to their avantage should be
frustrated, that all the tricks of the intermal
and foreign reaction should be beaten, that
such military and political measures should
be taken as to ensure the complete liberation
of the country and the triumph of the people’s
revolution. In this connection, the Central
Committee defined as the key link the streng-
thening and legalisation of the power of the na-
tional-liberation councils as the sole legal
power of the Albanian people, the setting up
of the new Albanian State with its own demo-
«ratic government and its own regular army.

The Permet Congress. With this aim in
The Creation of the view, it was decided
State of People’s De- to call the Ist Anti-
moeracy. fascist National-libe-
ration Congress which
would take up for discussion and solve the poli-
tical and military problems. The proposal of the
Central Committee of the CPA for the convoca-
tion of the Congress wasdiscussed and adopted at
the meeting of the Presidium of the National-
- liberation General Council in April 1944.

At the same time, and in line with the
Central Committee directives, the General Staff
began to draft the plan for changing the whole
National-liberation Army into a regular army
as well as the operative and strategical plan
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for ridding the entire Albanian territory of
the German nazis and traiters.

These major political and military pro-
blems were taken up at the meeting of the
Plenum of the CPA Central Committee which
was held on May 15, 1944 in Helmés of Skra-
pari. The Plenum approved the decisions of
the Central Committee and of the General
Council Presidium for convening the Anti-
fascist Congress. The steps for creating a Pro-
visional Democratic Government and turning
the National-liberation Army intc a regular
army were considered timely. The Central
Committee made a correct assessment of the
dangers threatening the National-liberation
War, national independence, and the people’s
revolution from the inimical activity of the
British Government and of the British and
* American military missions in Albania. It
reaffirmed its determination not to allow any
of the allies ,whoever it might be, fo interfere
in the internal political and military affairs of
the Albanian pecple. :

To deal with the situation, bearing in mind
some incorrect viewpoints which had made
their appearence from time to time, or which
might emerge in the future in the Party, in
the army, or in the National-liberation Front,
the Plenum drew attention io two important
problems concerning the Party line. It warned
against any alterations of the Party slogans,
insisting that the national-liberation character
of the war should be preserved to the end. The
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task was set of popularizing still more the
Communist Party’s role of leadership, but
always within the line of the National-libera-
tion War. The Central Committee argued that
the anti-fascist, anti-imperialist and democratic
stage of the revolution had not and could not
come to an end without assuring the complete
liberation and the democratization of the coun-
try. On the other hand, it gave the instruction
to combat the opinion that with the termination
of the National-liberation War, everything would
be over and that once the Germans had been
driven out, the National-liberation Army figh-
ters should lay down their arms and return
to their homes. The Plenum demanded that
it should be made absolutely clear that the
Albanian people would retain the arms in their
hands after the liberation of the country as
well, in order to ensure their full freedom, to -
destroy any enemy, to defend the victories
achieved, and to develop them further. It
instructed the Party to study carefully the
circumstances that would arise, to determine in
time the necessary attitude and measures to be
taken,

The Plenum condemned unanimously
Ymer Dishnica’s capitulation in Mukje and
Gjin Marku’s compromise with the Germans
in Berat. For these grave faults it removed
both of them from the Central Committee of
the Party.

The Party did a great deal of work in
popularizing the decision on the convocation
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of the Ist Anti-fascist Congress both in the
liberated and not yet liberated regions.

The people enthusiastically welcomed the
decision to hold the Ist Anti-fascist Congress.
At meetings and gatherings, they expressed
their allegiance to and love for the Commu-
nist Party, thanked the Party for its correct
leadership and heroic struggle in defence of
the interests of the fatherland, confirmed their
readiness to fight to the end against the inva-
ders and traitors, and supported the decision to
convoke the congress and to establish a provi-
sional democratic government.

On account of the war conditions, the elec-
tion of delegates to the congress took place
by open ballot. Nevertheless, they were the
first democratic elections in Albania. Women, -
too, took part in these elections, for it was
during the period of the National-liberation
War that they were given, for the first time
in the history of the country, the right to elect
and be elected to the wvarious organs of the
people’s power. It was the first time that the
representatives of the people were chosen not
on the basis of their lineage and property, but
on the basis of their merits in the war against
the enemies of the fatherland and the people.
The delegates to the congress were the repre-
sentatives of the masses of the uprising people.

The elections to the congress demonstrated
the political maturity and the high conscicus-
ness of the popular masses. They were ancther
great test of the sound links of the Communist
Party with the people.
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The convocation of the Ist Anti-fascist
Congress caused great concern amongst the
enemy. The Hitlerites and the reactionaries
exerted all their efforts to discover the place
of the meeling so as to direct an armed
assault against the Congress. On their part, the
U.S. - British imperialists exerted great pres-
sure and left no means unemployed in
order to sabotage it. The British Government
-described the holding of the Ist Anti-fascist
Congress as «illegal» and ordered the chief
of the British military mission in Albania not
to accept the invitation which the Natipnal-
liberation General Council had extended to him
to take part in the congress in his capacity as
& representative of the allies, Speaking in the
House of Commons one day before the con-
gress was opened, Attley, Deputy Prime-Minis-
ter and later Prime-Minister of Great Britain,
attributed the heroic war of the Albanian
people under the leadership of Communist
Party, to the «Legality» and the «Balli Kombé-
tar» organizations which were enemies in this
war.

The Communist Party, following with
attention and vigilance the evolution of the
situation, succeeded in foiling all the enemy
attemps, and the Congress accomplished its
tasks successfully, according to plan.

The Ist Anti-fascist National-liberation Con-
.gress of Albania was held from 24th to 28th of
May, 1944 in the liberated town of Pérmet.
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The work of the Congress proceeded in a
profoundly revolutionary spirit and complete
unity. The report «On the Prosecution of the
National-liberation War of the Albanian People
in the Background of the International Events»,
submitted by Comrade Enver Hoxha in the
name of the National-liberation General Coun-
cil was vigorously discussed by the delegates
who voiced their unanimous approval of all
the proposals presented,

The Congress elected the Anti-fascist Natio-
nal-liberation Council (ANLC) as the highest
legislative and executive body in Albania, as
the representative of the sovereigniy of the
people and of the Albanian State. The Anti-
fascist Council elecied in Pérmet was the first
- people’s conveniion of Albania. The Congress
charged the Anti-fascist Council with forming
the Anti-fascist National-liberation Committee
with the attributes of a provisional people’s
democratic government. The  Anti-fasecist
Committee, which was approved at the Con-
. gress, was the first people’s democratic govern-
ment of Albania. The Secretary General of the
Central Committee of the CPA, Enver Hoxha,
was elected Chairman of the Committee,

Establishig the supreme organs of the
people’s power, the Pérmet Congress decided:
«the new people’s democratic Albania is to be
built according to the will solemnly expressed
today by the people through the Anti-fascist
National-liberation Council»; to prevent former
King Zog from returning to Albania; not to re-
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cognize any other government which might be
set up within or outside the counfry against
the will of the Albanian people; to continue
the war against the German invaders and Alba-
nian traitors more fiercely until they are utterly
destroyed and the state power of the people’s
democracy has been established throughout the
country.

At its first session the Anti-fasecist Council
took a series of decisions of major importance
which were adopted by the Congress and which
constituted the first laws of the Albanian State
of the people’s democracy. Of particular im-
~ portance was the revolutionary decision to
annul all the political and economic agreements
the Zog government had concluded with foreign
States, as incompaiible with the interests of
the Albanian people. The Council set up a
special State commission for detecting and
identifying war criminals and investigating all
the crimes committed by the invaders and the
traitors.

In close connection with the problems of
setting up the people’s state power at the high-
est levels, the Corigress also took up and settled
problems concerning the further consoli-
dation and perfection of the National-libera-
tilon Army, as the main weapon for the com-
plete liberaticn of the country and the defence
of the new State power. It was at this Congress
that the unification of the high command of the
National-liberation Army and the introduction
of military rank were decided on. Comrade
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Enver Hoxha was appointed Commander-in-
chief. The Congress decided to set up divisions
and army-corps. The General Command announ-
ced the formation of the Ist Storm Division.

The Pérmet Congress expressed its grati-
tude to the Soviet Union and to the Red Army
which, by their heroic war, had accelerated
the liberation of Albania and of other coun-
tries enslaved by the fascists. It reaffirmed its
allegiance to the Soviet-Anglo-American alli-
ance and the friendship of the Albanian people
with all the peoples of the World Anti-fascist
Coalition. The Congress expressed its determi-
nation to strengthen the militant relations with
the member States and peoples of this coalition
and to fulfil all the obligations deriving there-
from, at the same time, making the best use
possible of the help of the allies. Quite unlike
former congresses and conventions in Albania,
the Pérmet Congress appealed to no one for
aid in solving the problems and deciding the
fate of Albania. .On the contrary,. it warned
the imperialist powers that the time when
Albania could be used as a medium of exchan-
ge was gone for ever, and that the Albanian
people would not folerate any bargain struck
at their expense. They themselves would decide
their fate. The Pérmet Congress publicly
denounced the attempis of the U.S. - British
allies to interfere in the internal political and
military affairs of Albania.

The historic decisions of the Pérmet Con-
gress were received with great joy and imme-
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diately embraced by the broad masses of the
people.

The efforts of the Communist Party of Al-
bania to demolish the old anti-people’s State
power and to set up the people’s democratic
State power in the heat of the National-libe-
ration War were crowned with success. The
Peza Conference laid the foundations of the
new State power. The Labinot Conference cen-
tralized it and proclaimed it the sole State
power in Albania. The Pérmet Congress solved
the problgm of the political power in favor of
the revolutionary people. It founded the Alba-
nian State of people’s democracy. The decisions
of the Pérmet Congress comprise the basis of
the Albanian State Constitution.

After this, the internal reactionaries were
incapable of re-establishing the rule of the
landlords and the bourgeoisie, either by their
own forces or with the aid of the Hitlerite
invaders.

At the time of the Pérmet Congress, half
of Albania was still under the control of the
German nazi invaders and their collaborators.
In the occupied regions and towns the Natio-
nal-liberation Councils carried on their activity
underground. In many regions there were no
councils at all, but this was not the main
thing. The main thing consisted in the fact
that, following the Congress of Pérmet, in the
liberated zones as well as in those not vet
liberated, the Albanian people recognized as
their own actual government only the Anti-
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fascist Committee, and obeyed its onders and
the laws of the Anti-fascist National-liberation
Council. The Albanian National-liberation
Army preserved the people’s democratic State
power from the blows of the enemy and was
in a situation to secure, in the immediate future,
the complete liberation of Albania and the
establishment of this State power throughout
the whole country.

The decisions of the Ist Anti-fascist Con-
gress on the founding of the Albanian State
of people’s democracy, on the formation of the
Anti-fascist Council and the Provisional Demo-
cratic Government, were not simple decrees.
The new Albanian State and its supreme organs
were the offspring of the revolutionary libera-
tion war of the Albanian people under the
leadership of the Communist Party.

The power of the National-liberation Coun-
cils in Albania differed entirely from the old
state power, both as to its form and substance.
It had nothing in common with any sort
of State power in the bourgeois parliamentary
republics. As a type of political power, it
resembled the Paris Commune and the Soviets.
Nevertheless, it preserved its full originality,
in conformity with the objective conditions of
Albania under the circumstances of the Natio-
nal-liberation War of the Albanian people.

In line with the decisions of the Pérmet
Congress the National-liberation Councils and
the Anti-fascist Committee were charged with
the task of giving all-round help to the Natio-
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nal-liberation Army for the complete libera-
tion of the country; of ensuring the triumph
of democracy throughout Albania, doing away
with any possibility of the re-establishment of
the Zog or of another .reactionary regime; at
wiping out any remnants of fascism and the
old methods of government; of organizing the
life of the people through an all-round trans-
formation of the country, and development of
the national economy and culture. :

From their class composition and the tasks
they were charged with, the national-liberation
councils represented a democratic dictatorship
of the revolucionary forces under the direct and
sole leadership of the Communist Party,

The solution of the problem of the State
power demonstrated that one of the strategic
tasks of the Party had been accomplished.
Nevertheless, this problem could not be consi-
dered as definitely solved, so long as the other
historic task was not yet carried through —
the complete liberation of Albania from the
German invaders, :

The decisions of the Pérmet Congress
dealt a heavy blow at the invaders, at the
internal reaction and at the Anglo-American
imperialist reaction. They were of major im-
portance for throwing off the imperialist yoke
and for the social emancipation of the Albanian
pecple.
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9. THE COMPLETE LIBERATION OF ALBANIA.
THE VICTORY OF THE PEOPLE'S REVOLUTION

On May 28, 1944, Commander-in-chief
Enver Hoxha ordered the National-liberation
Army to launch a general offensive for the
complete liberation of Albania from the German
invaders and the annihilation of the «Balli
Kombétar», of the «Legality» and the other
reactionary forces. On the basis of a strategic
operative plan worked out in detail by the Ge-
neral Staff, the Ist Storm Division was to
attack the enemy north of the Shkumbin river.
This offensive was to be associated with a
series of attacks by detachments and other
units of the ANLA against garrisons and
communication lines of the enemy throughout
" the country. In the offensive of the Ist Storm
Division were to take part also new ANLA
divisions which were to .be set up as soon as
possible as well as all the National-liberation
Army brigades. ,

The plan of the General Command for the -
complete liberation of the country was aimed
at the same time at foiling the schemes of the
Anglo-American Mediterranean Command to
stop the ANLA from passing over to the gene-
ral offensive, thus averting the destruction of
the reactionary forces. The plan of the General
Command also envisaged the pursuit of the
Hitlerite troops beyond the boundaries of Al-
bania.
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Failure of the Enemy’s Precisely on the day
- June Operation when the ANLA Ge-
; neral Command issu-
ed its order for the general offensive the
German troops mounted their second large-
scale operation against the national-liberation
forces. -

For this offensive the enemy threw in four
and a half German divisions and several thou-
sands of gendarmes, «Balli Kombétars and
Zogites, altogether over fifty thousand men.

The first phase of the enemy operation
(May 28 — June 10) took place in the Korga-
Elbasan-Berat-Pérmet region. The Hitlerites
and the reactionaries came up against the fierce
resistance of the Ist Storm division and of other
units and detachments of the ANLA. After bea-
ting off successive attacks of the enemy, the
partizans threw themselves into furious coun-
ter-attacks and - often exterminated whole
columms and detachments of Germans and trai-
tors or compelled them to withdraw in dis-
array. In some directions the enemy columns
could atfain none of their objective and with-
drew. The Ist Storm Division, cut off by
German forces in Tomorica in the first stage
of fighting, broke the siege and within the °
span of just a few days recaptured all its lost
positions.

The second phase of the enenty operation
(June 10-30) took place in the Vlora-Gjirokas-
tra region, the Ist Operative Zone. After some
days of hard fighting the partizan detachments
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operating in this zone found themselves in a
critical situation. They were encircled by Hitle-
rite troops. However, thanks to the valor of the
partizans and the bold leadership of their
commandants and commissars, the partizan
forces manoeuvered with dexterity and broke
the enemy encirclement. By sudden assaults on
the flanks and in the rear of the enemy forces,
the partizans inflicted considerable losses and
obliged them to withdraw.

The enemy’s June operation, like that of
the winter, ended in defeat for the German
nazis and the reactionaries. This operation pro-
ved once more the invincible strength of the
National-liberation Army and of the Albanian
people. From this operation the people’s army
emerged stronger and more mature, the people
gained still greater confidence in the leadership
of the Communist Party, and were deeply re-
solved to continue the war till final victory.

Under those circumstances it was essen-
tial to preserve the forces, the solidarity and
the combat capability of the National-libera-
tion Army, and not to impede the operative
strategic plan of the General Staff. The
order for the offensive of the Ist Storm
Division acress the Shkumbin river remained
in foree. In the existing situation, the General
Command considered the movement of the Ist
Storm division to Central Albania as a step
that would secure the complete defeat of the
Hitlerite operation. While the German troops
were continuing their war activities south of
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the Vjosa river, it was considered to be the
most propitious moment for the Ist Division to
begin carrying out the order it had received,

The General Offensive On June 26, 1944,
of the ANLA, the Anni- the.Ist Storm Divi-
hilation of the Plans of sion crossed the
Internal and External Shkumbini river and
Reaction started its offensive.

The enemy was ta-
ken unawares, unable to face this sudden
aitack. The forces of the Ist Storm Division,
backed up by the partizan territorial units,
penetrated deep into Central Albania and con-
tinued to push ahead non-stop towards Dibra.
By the middle of July, all the regions designa-
ted in the order of the Commander-in-chief
were liberated. The people of Central Albania
and the Dibra district rendered powerful
support to the Ist Storm Division, and  rose
up in arms against slavery of the Germans and
traitors. Thousands of youth volunteers from the
newly-liberated regions joined the brigades and
divisions while the small partizan detachments
which operated in the enemy-controlled regions
in Central and North Albania rapidly grew
into battalions and, a short time later, into
brigades of the ANLA.

S0 unexpected for invaders and traitors
was the Ist Storm Division’s offensive in the
North that at the outset they thought they
were dealing with the «remnants» of the parti- -
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zan forces routed in the South which had
crossed the Shkumbin river to find refuge.
But they soon realized the truth. Alarmed to
the extreme, they at once began withdrawing
their troops from the South, transferring them
to the North to crush the Ist Storm  Division.

The enemy undertook two successive ope-
rations against the Ist Storm Division, one in
July and the other in August 1944. Both of
them failed entirely. The ANLA fighters sma-
shed the Hitlerite and reactionary forces and
finally liberated the whole Dibra district with
the cities of Peshkopia and Dibra, and a part
-of Mirdita.

The successful presecution of the offensive
of the Ist Storm Division of the ANLA was not
prevented by the pressure of the Anglo-Ame-
rican Mediterranean Command, which had
many times demanded in a threatening manner
that the ANLA cease fighting against the forces
of the traitor Abaz Kupi. The General
Command of the National-liberation Army
rejected the demands and threats of the Anglo-
American allies, and, without any hesitation,
accomplished the task assigned by the Party
Central Committee and the Pérmet Congress.

In August, the IInd Storm Division was set
up, which together with the Ist Storm Divi-
sion launched an immediate offensive against
the invading German troops and the gangs of
traitors in Northern Albania. Both divisions
and all the partizan forces of the various dis-
trict staffs in Central and Northern Albania,
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excepting the Peza Group, were included in the
Ist Army Corps of the ANLA. The Central
Committee of the Party assigned Comrade
Hysni Kapo, member of the CC of the CPA,
to the duties of political commissar of the Ist
Army Corps.

Meanwhile, in Southern Albania, the other
units of the National-liberation Army, also, had
launched a general offensive.

The arrival in August of a Soviet military
mission to Albania, in response o a request
made by the Pérmet Congress, was apprecia-
ted by the CPA as aid given by the Soviet
Union to the liberation struggle of the Alba-
njan people and as a recognition of their sove-
reignty. This testified also, to the friendship-
and the revolutionary alliance between the
Albanian and the Soviet peoples tempered in
their common war against fascism.

The entire Albanian territory was like a
volcano in eruption. The German garrisons, the:
reactionary bands, and their communication
lines were subjected to incessant attacks by
the ANLA. Unable to counter the general
offensive of the ANLA, the enemies evacuated
the regions and the cities they had occupied,
one after the other. By October 24, ali the-
southern part of the country was entirely pur-
ged of Hitlerites. To the North of the Shkum-
bin, the German invaders continued to hold
only the cities of Elbasan, Tirana, Durrés,
Kukés and Shkodra,

At the request of the General Command:
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of the Yugoeslav National-liberation Army, two
brigades of the Albanian National-liberation
Army (the Ird and Vth) had crossed the State
borders on the 5th of October to take part in
operations against the German nazis in Kosova
and the Dukagjini Plateau.

In addition to the liberation of the major
part of the Fatherland and to the heavy losses
inflicted on German troops, one of the most
important events of the first months of the
ANLA general offensive was the complete
annihilation of the internal reaction. The «Balli
Kombétar», the «Legality», their armed gangs
and gendarm detachments, were wiped out
under the blows of the ANLA storm brigades
and divisions. The Regency and the Quisling
government were completely paralyzed.

A new attempt by British officers to form
an Albanian puppet government, with the par-
ticipation of the chiefs of the reaction, as a
counter-poise to the Revolutionary Provisional
Governmeni had no success.

The remnants of the reactionary forces,
gathered around their chiefs under the protee-
tion of the German army, rested their only
hope of salvation on & possible landing of the
Anglo-American troops which would come fo
their rescue. Bui even this last hope of the
traitors was not fulfilled.

In line with the orders issued by the Cen-
tral Committee of the Party, the General
Command of the National-liberation Army

285

-




resolutely rejected the reported demands of
the Anglo-American Mediterranean Command
to send paratroops and special army units fo
Albania allegedly for the purpose of fighting
together against the Germans. The ANLA was
capable of liberating the entire country with
~its own forces and had no need of assistance
from foreign armed troops. When British
commandos landed in Saranda after the ANLA
brigades had wiped out the German garrison
there the Supreme Command compelled the
British General Staff remove its forces without
delay from the Albanian shores.

Thus the great danger which a landing of
Anglo-American troops in Albania would have
meant for the people’s revolution was averted.
The Central Committee of the Party, Secre-
tary-General of the CPA and Commander-in-
chief of the ANLA, Enver Hoxha, displayed
maturity, wisdom, and revolutionary courage
in face of the strong and continuous pressure
by the Anglo-American allies in not permitting
them to interfere in any way in the internal
afiairs of the Albanian people. Such a consis~
tent principled stand and revolutionary spirit

of the war demolished all the attempts made .

by the Governments of Great Britain and the
USA and their military missions in Albania
to seize the leadership of the Albanian natio-
nal-liberation movement, fo destroy the Natio-
-nal-liberation Front and the Communist Party,
and to occupy the country through landing
their armed forces in Albania. :

286



Foundations of People’s The liberation of the
Democracy Strengthe- major part of the
ned country made it pos-
sible to expand and

strengthen the people’s power, to enliven to
an unprecedented degree the activity of the
national-liberation councils. The Anti-fascist
Committee, along with its duties towards the
armed struggle against the invaders, carried
out an extensive activity for the organiza-
tion of the State and social order, for the
reconstruction of the regions devastated in the
war, for the upsurge of the economy, for the
development of trade, In all the liberated
regions and cities economic life was activated.
Labor detachments and battalions set about
the task of rebuilding blown up bridges and
wrecked roads, burned down schools and hou-
ses. Schools and health service started func-
tioning. The people’s councils placed under
their administration all projects of special eco-
nomic importance and all construction materials.
The Anti-fascist Committee took the deci-
sion to confiscate all movable and immovable
personal property of the traitors. It issued
instructions for the registration of lands and
the preparation of statistics on arable lands and
cattle, on their ownership and on the number
of landless peasants. This was the first step
towards the agrarian reform, which would be
carried out immediately after the liberation
of the ccuntry. ‘
The masses of the people backed the acti-
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Vity of the Anti-fascist Committee and the na-
tional-liberation councils with all their forces.
Loyal to the Anti-fascist Committee, they insis-
ted that it should at once take its real title of
the Democratic Government of Albania, This
demand was dictated by the growth of the
authority of the Committee as the only govern-
ment of the Albanian people and by the fact
that the complete liberation of Albania was
now very close.

This question was taken up at the Second
Session of the Anti-fascist National-liberation
Council, which was held from October 20-23,
1944 in the liberated city of Berat.

The Anti-fascist National-liberation Coun-
il took the unanimous decision to change the
Anti-fascist Committee into the Democratie
Government of Albania. At this Session, the
Democratic Government adopted a program, in
which it pledged before the Albanian people
. that it would loyally carry out the decisions

of the Pérmet Congress. It undertook to carry
-on and further intensify the war for the speedy
and complete liberation of Albania, to safe-
guard the independence of the Albanian State,
to strengthen the authority of national-libe-
ration ecouncils and to guarantee and defend
the rights of citizens. The Government would
‘reconsider the political, military and economic
-agreements, concluded by the ex-King Zog's
regime with foreign states, and would annul
all those that infringed upon the interests of
the Albanian people and State. Its program
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-also envisaged the establishment of close rela-
tions and collaboration with the Soviet Union
and all the parties of the Anti-fascist Coalition,
The Government assumed the obligation of
organizing, after the liberation of the country,
democratic elections for the Constituent Assem-
bly, whicti would determine the definite form
of the regime and'draft the Constitution of the
new Albanian State.

The Berat Session of the Anti-fascist Coun-
cil approved the law on the National-liberation
Councils and the law on the Election of Na-
tional-liberasion Councils. Until that time the
national-liberation councils had been organs
both of the government and of the National-
liberation Front. Thenceforth they were to
function only as organs of the people’s demo-
cratic power. The National-liberation Front was
to create its own organs.

Among the important decisions taken at the
Berat session of the Anti-fascist Council, was
the approval of the «Declaration on the Rights
of Citizens~. All citizens were guaranteed equal
. rights before the law, freedomn of meeting,
of speech, of association, of press, freedom of
religion and of conscience, equal rights for
women and men, the right to clect and be
elected for persons above 18 years of age, the
right of appeal, etc. The «Declaration on the
rights of citizens» represents a constitutional de-
cument of the new state of people’s democracy.:

‘The decisions of the Second Session of the
Anti-fascist National-liberation Council were
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the fulfilment and the further realization of
the historic decisions of the Pérmet Congress.
and a new political victory of the Albanian -
people over fascism and internal reaction. They
were another blow at the attempts of the
Anglo-American imperialists to establish their
control in Albania.

Under the leadership of the Communist
Party the revolutionary war had torn out the-
very roots of the power of the Quisling land-
lords and the bourgeoisie.

By the time the Anti-fascist Council was.
held in Berat, the whole National-liberation
Army had been changed into a regular army
of the people and of the new Albanian State,
By now it included in its ranks 70.000 fighters.
organized in brigades, divisions and army-corps.
Of these 9 per rent were women, about 80
per cent young people and nearly 90 per cent.
peasants.

The National-liberation Army units were
" now carrying through their last operations.
against the German troops in Albania and in
Kosova. Of these operations the most important.
was that for the liberation of Tirana. This was.
‘carried out according to the plan of the Supreme-
Command. The plan envisaged coordinated -
combat actions for the Ist Storm Division and
other units of the ANLA directly about Tirana
and in the main directions of movement of the
Hitlerite troops. The aim of the plan was to
wipe out the enemy forces, to prevent them
Irom plundering and destroying the city, and to
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jiberate Tirana at all costs. The operation was
to be led by the Command of the Ist Army
corps. The fighting in the capital city and its
surroundings was directed by the Commandant
of the Ist Storm Division, Mehmet Shehu.
The offensive of the National-liberation
Army for the liberation of Tirana began on
October 29, 1944, after all - round preparations
had been made. It continued for 19 days. On
November 17th the flag of victory was raised
over the city. The operation for the liberation
of Tirana demonstrated the high degree of
organization, discipline and morale of the Na-
tional-liberation Army. The people of the capi-
tal took an active part, side by side with the storm
brigades, in the battle for the city’s liberation.
Meanwhile, the forces of the Albanian
National-liberation Army operating beyond the
Albanian state boundaries in close collabora-
tion with the brigades of Kosova Albanians,
by November 18 had cleared the major pari
of Kosova and the Dukagjin Plateau of Hitlerite
troops and, after days of hard fighting, had
succeeded in liberating the towns of Junik,
Decan, Gjakova, Prizren and Peja. '

The Brutal Interference The IInd Plenum
in the Internal Affairs of the Central Com-
of the CPA by the mittee of the CPA
Leaders of the CPY was held in Berat on

November 23, on
the eve of the complete liberation of the coun-
try. At this time the Party had grown to about
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2,800 members. The holding of the plenum was
indispensable in order to sum up the work and .
victories of the Party and of the people in the
- National-liberation War, and ‘o define the tasks
for the new stage of the revolution which
would begin with the liberation of Albania..

The proceedings of the plenum, however,
were completely distorted through the brutal
interference of the leaders of the CP of Yugo-
slavia in the internal affairs of the Communist
Party of Albania.

Militant fraternal relations were created
during the Second World War between the
Albanian people and the peoples of Yugoslavia
in their heroic struggle against the common
enemy, the fascist invaders. Close links were
established between the Communist Party of Al-
bania and the Communist Party of Yugoslavia.,

At the request of the CC of the CP. of
Yugoslavia, a number of cadres of the CPA
were sent to organize the Party and the struggle
against the fascist invaders in Kosova and in
the Dukagjin Plateau. In the towns of Dibra,
Gostivar, Tetova, Kércova and their surroun-
dings, the CPA organization of the Dibra district
rendered substantial assistance in organizing
the liberation war.

In order to maintain the connections bet-
ween the two parties, Miladin Popovich, a
Yugoslav internationalist communist, whom the
Albanian communists had released irom a fas-
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" eist concentration — camp in Pegin in the
Autumn of 1941, remained in Albania. In the
relations between the CP of Albania and the
OP of Yugoslavia he always upheld the inter-
nationalist stand of the CC of the CPA1).

The leadership of the CP of Yugoslavia
tried to exploit the close ties between the Al-
banian people and the peoples of Yugoslavia
in order to dictate its will to the CP of Albania
and to carry out its chauvinist aims with
regard to Albania.

Tn Summer 1843, Vukmanovich-Tempo, one
of the principal leaders of the CP of Yugos-
lavia, who had come %0 Albania with the spe-
cial mission to create the «Balkan Staffs2), in
an absolutely impermissible and unjust manner
accused the Central Committee of the CP of

1) Miladin Popovich was withdrawn from Albania
in September 1944 by order of the leadership of the
CP of Yugoslavia. He was assassinated in March
1945 by the Yugoslav secret service.

9) The creation of the «Balkan Staff» was under-
taken on the initiative of Tito alone. Through this
organ the Yugoslav leaders aimed at bringing the
liberation armed forces of Greece, Albania and Bul-
garia under their own command. The attempis to set
up the «Balkans Staff» did not meet with success
on account of the opposition it aroused in the
communist parties and in the revolutionary peoples
of the Balkans.
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rtunist attitude towards the
; This gross, malicious defa-
mation was made for the purpose of creating
the opinion that allegedly the Central Commit-
tee of the CPA was incapable of independent
leadership, that it could not avoid serious mis-
takes without directives from the «experien-
ced leadership» of the Communist Party of
Yugoslavia,

the Yugoslav leaders to subdue the CPA did
not pass by without leaving certain traces. Koci
Xoxe, member of the Political Bureau of the
Central Committee, and Sejfulla Maléshova,
candidate-member of the Central Committee,
supported Tempo’s distorted version and were
ready to submit to the line imposed by the
chauvinist Yugoslay leaders. From that day
onward Ko¢i Xoxe began, in fact, to serve the
Yugosiav leadership as it; agent within the
Communist Party of Albania
Vukmanovich-Tempo openly manifested
his chauvinist views in the Autumn of the year
1943. Imbued with these concepts, he conside-
red the truly internationalist activity of the
CP of Albania organization of the Dibra district
in the towns and regions beyond the Albanian
State borders inhabited by Albanians and Mace-
donians, and the great authority this organiza-
tion and the Staff of the National-liberation
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.Army of the Dibra district enjoyed among the

people of those regions, as a danger to the
Yugoslav aims. Furious at this situation, Vuk-
manovich-Tempo sent from Macedonia two
successive letters to the CC of the CPA. He
accused the Albanian communists and parti-
zans, the commandant of the ANLA district
staff, Haxhi Lleshi, and the CC of the CPA
itself, of <unbounded chauvinism» and of
«Great Albania» aspirations. He demanded in
a most brutal way that all the Albanian parti-
sans resident in Yugoslav territory should be
withdrawn from the battalions of the ANLA
of the Dibra district and be placed under the
command of the Yugoslav Army staff; that
HBaxhi Lleshi should leave the city of Dibra
and come there only when the Yugoslav staff
called on him for assistance; that the National-
lLiberation Council of Dibra should sever its
connections with the Albanian staff and should
place itself under the authority of the Yugoslav
staff. «Otherwise» threatened Tempo, «there
will be clashes in which the communists, too,
will take part- (!).

The Central Committee, deeply incensed
by such impermissible interference, rejected
Tempo's calumnies and accusations and expres-
sed its great amazement at the harsh and not
in the least communist tone of his letters and
monstrous fabrications. At the same time it
warned Tempo that it did not in any way tole-
rate outside persons giving orders to Albanian
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partizan  detachments or dictating to the
Communist Party of Albania,

Pronounced chauvinist manifestations crop-
ped up among Yugoslav military and Party
leaders in Kosova and in the Dukagjini Plateau.
They did not take into account the wishes of
the Albanian population and in various ways
combated the idea, so widely spread during
the war of the self-determination of peoples,
they often carried out acts of discrimination
and extermination against the Albanians in
Kosova, in the Dukagjini Plateau and in Mon-—
tenegro, just as the «cotnikss of Mihailovich
had done. The Central Committee of the CPA
and the party organizations of the Shkodra and
Tropoja distriets, had several times drawn
attention to, and criticized the chauvinistic
actions of different Yugoslav leaders, as atti-
tudes which greatly hindered the prosecution
of the war against the Italian and German inva-
ders in Kosova. ) ‘

On its part, the CP of Albania maintained
a consistant internationalist stand and did not
allow itself any chativinistic manifestation, no
matter how unimportant. It assisted with al]
its forces the prosecution of the anti-fascist war
in Kosova and in the Dukagjini Plateau: it
fought for the fraternization, on a Marxist-Leni-
nist basis, of the Albanian people with the peo- -
ples of Yugoslavia. As to the problem of Kosova
and other regions of Yugoslavia inhabited by
Albanians, the CPA had never accepted the
fascist slogan of «great Albania». It saw the
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correct solution of this problem in the victory
of the people’s revolution in both Albania and
Yugoslavia. The CPA had declared publicly
that through the victory of the revolution in
both of the countries, the Kosova people would
win the right to decide their own fate. On the
other hand it wouwld fight against Yugoslavia,
if it tried to oppress and enslave the Albanian

population in Yugoslav territory.

' At that time the CP of Albania did not as
yet suspect the leadership of the CP of Yugos- -
lavia of chauvinistic intentions, because it could
not conceive that the leadership of a party
which called itself Marxist-Leninist, could have
such intentions as are held only by social-chau-
vinistic parties, by imperialists and their
stooges. It thought that the chauvinistic mani-
festations of Tempo and some leaders of the

.CP of Yugoslavia and of Yugoslav partizan
detachments in Serbia and Macedonia during
the war were only distortions by isolated per-
sons and not actions expressing the policy of
the Communist Party of Yugoslavia.

In 1944, CP of Yugoslavia increased its
pressure on the CP of Albania. It tried in
diverse ways to create among the Albanian
people the opinion that eveything, even the
founding of the CP of Albania and the Natio-
nal-liberation War, were due to the «aid» of the
CP of Yugoslavia, to Tito, and that new Albania
ought to see its future as linked with the fate
of Yugoslavia and only Yugoslavia!

This anti-Marxist policy of the Yugoslav

297




NSRS R

+ leadership aroused the just opposition of the

CP of Albania.

To the Yugoslav leadership the main ob-
stacle to carrying out its aims in Albania was
the Marxist-Leninist line of the CP of Alba-
nia, of its Secretary - General Enver Hoxha
and of the other members of the CC of CP of
Albania, who resolutely defended this line and
did not admit foreign interference in the inter-
nal affairs of their Party and country.

The CC of the CP of Yugoslavia attempted
to overcome this obstacle at the IInd Plenary
Session of the CC of the CPA held in Novem-
ber 1944, :

Pursuing its objectives, the Yugoslav lea-
dership sent Velimir Stoinich to Albania as
chief of the Yugoslav military mission and
Haison officer between the CP of Yugoslavia
and the CP of Albania. As soon as he arrived
in Albania, Velimir Stoinich began the attack
on the general line of the CP of Albania, rejec-
ting its political line as absoluiely wrong and
demanding that radical changes should be made
without delay both in the line and the leader-
ship of the CP of Albania. This slanderous
accusation and interference in the internal
affairs of the CP of Albania were opposed by
CC Secretary-General Comrade Enver Hoxha,

‘but, on the other hand, it was supported by

members of the Political Bureau Koc¢i Xoxe
and Nako Spiru.

The perfidious attack of the Yugoslav
leadership found strong support in the Political
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Bureau of the CC of the CP of Albania, espe-
cially after Sejfulla Maléshova and Pandi
Kristo were coopted as members in open irans-
gression of the organizational rules, thus assu~
Ting a pro-Yugoslav majority in the Political
"Bureau of the CC of the CP of Albania.

Behind the Central Committee’s back and
without consulting its Secretary-General, Veli-
mir Stoinich, together with these ambitious
careerists worked out the platform which was
- to be submitted to the Plenum in opposition to
the tested Marxist-Leninist line of the CP of
Albania.

The banner of the sitack against the Party
at the Plenum of the Central Committee was
carried by Sejfulla Maléshova and the Yugos-
lav representative,!) and fully supported by
Kogi Xoxe and the other accomplices in this
secret plot.

The CPA, which had fought with such
heroism and scored decisive victories in the
revolutionary war, was described by the plot-
ters as «not a true communist party», as
having a <«non-Marxist-Leninist line and lea-
-dership». Its glorious road, tested in the heat
of battle, which had led to the liberation of the

1} Velimir Stoinich was invited to take part in
the plenum as a representative of a sister party. With
. the assistance of the conspirators in the ranks of the
‘CC of the CPA, he interfered brutally in the inter-
nal affairs of the Party, violating all the norms of
relations between communist parties.
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fatherland and to the establishment of the
people’s power, was denigrated as «a road full
of mistakes and distortions», which vacillated
continuously «from sectarianism to opportu-
nism and vice - versa». Enver Hoxha, the foun-
der and teacher of the Party, the leader and
hero of the National-liberation War, was pre~
sented by the renegades as «the synthesisof all
errors», Sejfulla Maléshova raised the  need:
for a «chairman-» of the Party», a post that
should be occupied by a man «with profound
theoretical preparation» (!), having himself
in mind.

Velimir Stoinich described the work of
Miladin Popovich in Albania as erroneous acti~
vity which could not be sanctioned by the lea~ -
dership of the CPY. He presented a «new line»
which was «recommanded» to the CPA.

Labelling as sectarian the work which was.
being done for the popularization of the CPA
as the leader of the Albanian people, he raised:
the question that in the future not the Party
as such, but the National-liberation Front
should be popularized. He demanded that
leading and influencial representatives of the
reactionary bourgeoisie and of the high clergy,
regardless of their inimical stand during the
National-liberation War, should be drawn into-
the leading organs of the National-liberation
Front. Recommendations of this kind on the-
part of the Yugoslav leadership were in con-
cord with the plans of the Anglo-American.
imperialists who were exerting pressure on:
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the Democratic Government of Albania o
have it admit representatives of the reaction
into its ranks and into the Anti - fascist Council,
with a view to making use of them later to
overthrow the people’s power.

The Yugoslav delegate completely bla-
ckened the activity of the National-liberation
Councils, of the National-liberation Army, of
the political commissars, and demanded that
the National-liberation Army should have «a
strong political head» and «a strong military
- commands». He concentrated especially on
Yugoslav-Albanian relations on the basis of
the «Balkan fraternization». «Albania,» decla-
red Velimir Stoinich, «cannot build itseco-
nomy and develop independently, it is just
a morsel for imperialism», therefore «there
is no way left to Albania, but o join with
Yugoslavia in a confederation, or even further
than that». To attain this end, he said it was es-
sential that the Albanian people should be
prepared for Albania’s fusion with Yugoslavia
and that Tito be popularized as a «symbol of
the liberation of the peoples of the Balkans
and of FEurope-. 1)

With the plotters attacking the pgeneral
Party line, the urgent problem with which
the CPA was confronted in the further

development of revolution after the libera-

1) Minutes of the IInd Plenary Session of the
CC of the CPA, November 1944, CPA Central Archives.
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tion of the country was completed, went
! almost entirely undiscussed at this Plenum.
The Yugoslav delegate and Sejfulia Maléshova
even declared that for a long time yet
Albania «would not carry out the socialist
revolution and would not go over to social-
isme.

Knowing nothing of the mplot organized
behind the scenes and of the diabolic inten-
tions of the Yugoslav leadership, a number of
members and candidate-members of the Cen-
tral Committee wavered and, to a certain
extent, accepted the theses of the Yugoslav
emissary and the anti-Party group.

In this way, the meeting of the IInd
Plenum of the CC of the CPA was subverted
by the interference of the CC of the CFY. The
directions given and the decisions taken at
this session were harmful 1o the interests of
. the Party and the Albanian people.

The only correct decision the Plenary
session took was to expel Liri Gega from the
ranks of the Central Committee for sectarian-
ism and pronounced adventurism. The plot-
ters, however, without any foundation what-
soever, but for a set purpose, attributed all
that to the Party line, and designated secta-
" : rianism as the principal danger threatening
the CPA! In the Plenum it was decided that
the Central Committee be enlarged by adding .
7 new members and 11 new candidate-
members,

£ The Plenum at Berat dealt a heavy blow
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to the unity of the Party leadership. The way
was now open for introducing the revisionist
and anti-Leninist organizational norms and
methods of the Yugoslav leadership into the
CPA. A favorable terrain was. created for
large - scale interference by the Yugoslav
revisionists in the internal affairs of the CPA
and of the country.

The plot of the Titoites in PBerat did not
meet with complete success on account of the
resolute stand taken by Comrade Enver Hoxha
and other members of the Central Committee
who defended the Marxist-Leninist line of the
Party. The Yugoslav leadership could nct
achieve its main objective of deposing the
Secretary-General, because the majority of the
CC members rejected the demand of the plot-
ters to have him removed from his office, and
recognized the great merits of Comrade
Enver Hoxha in founding the CPA and
guiding it through the National-liberation
War. Nevertheless, this plot was the first at-
tempt to undermine the foundations of the
Albanian Marxist-Leninist Party and a serious
threat to the independence of Albania and to
its people’s revolution.

While the IInd Plenum of the Central
Committee of the CP of Albania was meeting
in Berat, the National-liberation Army was
bringing to an end its operations to clear
Albanian soil of the nazi invaders. Hotly
pursuing the enemy and destroying his
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“forces, on 20th of November, the ANLA libe-
rated Shkodra, the last city and the whole of
Albania.

The power of people’s democracy was now

‘established throughout the country. November

29, 1944 marks the complete liberation of the
Fatherland and the victory of the people’s
revolution,

Immediately after the liberation of Alba-
nia, by decision of the CC of the CPA and
by order of the ANLA Commander-in chief

"~ Enver Hoxha, two divisions of the ANLA (the

Vth and VIth) continued the pursuit of the
Hitlerite troops into Yugoslav territory; the
Albanian and Yugoslav soldiers, fighting side
‘by side against the nazi hordes, in December
1944 and in January-February 1945 liberated
Montenegro, Sandjak and the Southern part
of Bosnia. With their profoundly internatio-
nalist stand, their high communist spirit, and
their unparalleled heroism, the Albanian par-
tizans won the respect and admiration of the
Albanian, as well of the Macedonian, Monte-
negrin and Sandjak populations of Yugoslavia.
In the battles for the liberation of the people

-of Yugoslavia, hundreds of the ANLA fighters

laid down their lives.
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10. THE BALANCE-SHEET OF THE NATIONAL-
LIBERATION WAR AND THE CAUSES OF ITS
VICTORY

The National-liberation War against
Jtalian and German invaders, which continued
for more than five years and a half, is the
bloodiest and most heroic war the Albanians
have waged throughout their history.

The one million Albanian people tied
down more than 15 Italian and German divi-
sions and put out of action some 70 thousand
enemies killed, wounded or captured. As one
of the most active participants of the Anti-
fascist World Coalition, relative the size of its
terrifory and its population, Albania gave a
most valuable coniribution to the historic
victory over fascism. It bore a very heavy bur-
den on its shoulders. During the Second World
War on the 28.000 sq. kilometres of Albanian
territory there trod about T00 thousand fascist
soldiers who caused incredible damage and great
devastation. Albania was one of the countries
that suffered most heavy losses in human
life, and particularly, in material and cultural
values during the Second World War.

But the heroic efforts - made, the blood
shed, and the huge losses suffered by the
Albanian people. were crowned with absolute
victory over their external and internal
-€enemies. - 5

. On November 29, 1944, with the complete
liberation of the couniry and the triumph - of
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the people’s revolution, fascist domination in
Albania came to an end. At the same time,
all dependence on the imperialist great
pbowers was done away with, and all enslav-
ing links and relations with these powers were
severed; the Albanian people achieved their
full national independence; likewise, the rule
of landlords and the bourgeoisie was over-
thrown. Albania broke away forever from the
world capitalist system. f

This was the greatest victory ever achieved

0oy the Albanians throughout their entire -

history, :
The National-liberation War remained te
the very last an anti-fascist and democratic re-
volution. However, within its framework, ele-
ments of socialist revolution also evolved as
well, such as depriving the bourgeoisie of po-
litical power, the establishment of the leader-
ship of the Communist Party as the sole leader-
ship in the new Albanian State, and s0 on. This
took place as a consequence of the continual
intensification of the war against the principal
exploiting classes of the country and of its
being interwoven with the war against. the
invaders. This factor still further deepened the
revolutionary character of the National-libera-
tion War. :
The Communist Party of Albania did not .
call for the intensification of the class struggle
within the country, nor did it launch slogans
calling on the people to rise against the land-

lords; tribal chieftains, and the bourgeoisie;
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to the end, it directed its main efforts
against the fascist invaders. The class struggle
was intensified by the open treachery of the
exploiting classes. :

The political organizations, which repre-
gented these classes, such as the «Balli Kombé-
.. tar», the «Legality-, etc. were crushed by the
¥ National-liberation Army only because they
placed themselves at the service of the fascist
invaders. By their undisguised anti-national and
anti-people’s stand, the former ruling classes
lost all possible claim to participate in the po-
litical power.

The new political power, which was

established in Albania even before the Natio-
~ mnal-liberation War had ended, was entirely in
- -the hands of the democratic revolutionary
forces: with the Communist Party as their
sole leader. This power did not consist simply
of a democratic dictatorship of revolutionary
forces, but it was a power which contained
- within® itself rapidly evolving elements of the
dictatorship of the proletariat. ,

With the historic victory in the National-
liberation War the revolution was carried out
only in the political field, The economic and
social problems of the democratic, anti-impe-
rialist revolution remained to be solved after
the war.

The main social forces in the National-
{iberation War were the working class and the
poor and middle peasantry. The petty and mid-
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dle bourgeoisie of cities also took part in the
war.

The working class played the leading role
in the National-liberation War. This role it car-
ried cut through the Communist Party of
Albania,

The Albanian working class was small in
numbers, dispersed, not vet formed as an -
industrial proletariat, but it was the most
progressive class, which had the future before
it. Above all, no other class in the country
succeeded in forming a party with a sound
organization, with a correct policy built on
scientific foundations, as the working class had
done in creating its own party.

Both in the leading organs of the National-
liberation War, and in the composition of the
Party, the number of workers was small, This
did not, however, prevent the working class
from fulfilling its - leading role in this war.
Although a good number of its members came
from' the petty bourgeoisie, the Communist
Party of Albania educated them, especially
those coming from the ranks of the peasantry,
in a profound proletarian revolutionary spirit,
imbuing them with a rare determination to
defend the interests of the proletariat, of so-
ciglisi. In the concrete circumstances, these
interests were fused and became one with the
interest of the National-liberation War, with
the inferestsof the entire. people and of the
enslaved Albanian natiom. . S N
- . The - peasantry - became the source of the
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main armed force of the National-liberation
War, the soundest support of the working class
and of the Communist Party of Albania.

The Albanian peasantry constituted the
overwhelming majority of the population. It
js true that it was backward from the econo-
mic and cultural standpoint, but it preserved
in its bosom great revolutionary capacities
developed through its unremitting struggle for
freedom and for land, against the oppression
and exploitation of landlords and  usurers,
against the former anti-people regimes, and,
particularly, —against foreign invaders. The
peasantry, more than other class or social
stratum in Albania, was endowed with sound
patriotic fighting traditions. Taking this into
account, the Communist Party appreciated cor-
rectly the decisive role of the peasantry at
war. «Under the conditions of our country, the
war would be wor, Comrade Enver Hoxha
said, «by that class which had the peasantry
with it»1).

The peasantry accepted the program and
the leadership of the CPA, after having been
convinced by its own experience that it was
the only political organization standing for
resolute war against the invaders matching
words with deeds, and capable of ensuring
victory over the fascist invaders and traitors

1) Enver Hoxha. Speech delivered at the Solemn
Meeting on the Oceasion of the 15th Anniversary
of the Liberation of the Country. Tirana, 1959, p. 9.
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and of fulfilling the dreams of the peasants
for freedom and land. Under the leadership of
the Party, the peasantry displayed great pa-
triotism and heroism, .
All through the period of the National-
liberation War the Communist Party upheld
the slogan of the mobilization of all the
beasants without class discrimination. Howe-
ver, the well lo-do peasants, the village gen-
try as a class, did not accept the program
and the leadership of the CPA. In gehe-
ral, they aligned themselves with the traitor.
organizations of the bourgeoisie and of land-
lords, with the «Ralli Kombétar» and the
«Legality», and became their support in the
villages, hoping, thus to be able o preserve o
their privileges after the war. .o
The petty bourgeoisie and the middle bour- 5
geoisie in the cities took part in the National-
liberation War without the intermediary of a
political party of their own, just like the peasan-
try. They did not and could not create a real
political party, because they were too heteroge-
neous, economically powerless and, in particu-
lar, because they lacked determination, matu-~
rity and experience in the political struggle. For
this reason, they were unable to play any lead-
ing role in the National-liberation War. They ;
accepted the program of the Communist Party, k
because they perceived that this program em- . i
bodied their immediate political demands. '
The petty bourgeoisie, which constituted
the vast majority of the urban population,

v
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though in appearance neither too resolute nor
prepared for sacrifices, almost entirely joined
in the National-liberation War and displayed
remarkable patriotism. Many of them linked
themselves closely with the Communist Party.

The middle bourgeoisie displayed great
vacillation. Among them there were tenden-
cies for compromise with the invaders. Howe-
ver, finding themselves under the grip of
occupation jaws, under the pressure of for-
eign capital, and under the influence of the
traditional patriotism of the Albanian people,
most of them opposed the occupation regime
and took part in the anti-fascist war, but did
not display any great activity. Only a few of
them sided with the invaders, by joining the
ranks of the «Balli Kombétar» and the «Lega-
lity» organizations.

In general, the Albanian intellectuals, the *

majority of whom came from the upper and
the middie strata of the population, proved to
be patriotic and opposed to fascism. "The more
progressive minded ones were distinguished
for their love of country, for their resoluteness
and profound revolutionary spirit. They
. embraced the line of the Communist Party
and strove to carry it out. Only =a small
number of intellectuals, influenced by fascist
bourgeois ideology, aligned. themselves with
the invaders. They served as the ideologists
of the «Balli Kombé&tar» and of the «Legality»
organizations.

: The most active force of the National-
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liberation War was the youth. They stood im
the forefront of the war against the invaders
and traitors in the towns, the villages and in.
the National-liberation Army.

The wvast majority of these young- men
and young women stood out for their lofty
sentiments of patriotism and, at the same time,
for their profoundly revolutionary progressive
spirit. They aligned themselves closely with
the Communist Party and became ardent
fighters for the great ideas of Marxism-Le-
ninism,

The first to join the liberation struggle
were the vouth of the city, workers and school
youth.

The school youth came mainly from the
ranks of the middle petty bourgeoisie of the
towns. Side by side with the working vouth
and acting in the ranks of the Communist
Youth Organization, . they made an important
contribution to the propagation of the line of
the CPA among the masses. At the same time,

But the bulk of the anti-fascist youth came
from the pbeasantry. Next after the city youth
they dashed into the war with rare impetuo-
sity and revolutionary  determination. The
young peasants made up the majority in the
National-liberation Army.

The women played a major role in the
anti-fascist war, They took part in this war
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on a scale unprecedented in the former libera-
tion wars. The Albanian women embraced
the line of the Communist Party and fought
vigorously side by side with their menfolk,
for its application because in this line they
found not only the sure road to the nafional
and social liberation of the people, but also
the road to win equal rights with men, to
winning emancipation from all the fetters of
the past that held them under bondage.

The great victory of the National-libera-
tion War was achieved, first and foremost,
through the self sacrifice and lofty heroism
displayed by the Albanian people at war. Ne-
ver before had they been so united, so resolute
and so sure of victory as in the war against
the Ttalian and German invaders and the
traitors. Never before had they been so deep-
ly conscious of the objectives of the war
nor so willing to make sacrifices and undergo
privations for the sake of victory.

It was during the National-liberation War
that the creative capacity of the masses of the
people, regarding the political and military life
of the country, revealed itself with all its force.
Their inexhaustible strength and great capa-
bility were demonstrated in the fire of fierce
battles, From the flesh and blood of the people,
from the ranks of the ordinary folk workers,
peasants, patriotic intellectuals, emerged the
fighters and wonderful leaders of the masses,
commandants and commissars, members of
councils and Ministers. These men and women
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~of the people, often deficient in formal school-
ing, excelled in ability and valor and defeated
the highly sophisticated generals and officers
of the enemy, and the professional politicians
«of the former landlord-bourgeois regime.

«Our liberation war», — wrote
Comrade Enver Hoxha on the eve of
liberation, — «placed the people at the
head and herein lies the reason for
the victory» 1)

By the heroic war they waged, the Al-
‘banian people liberated the fatherland and
‘brought about their own emancipation.

A very important role for the achieve-
‘ment of victory was played by the brilliant
patriotic and fighting traditions, the rich
«experience which the Albanian people had
‘acquired through the centuries in their strug-
:gle for freedom and independence, which were
further developed and reinforced in the final
National-liberation War.

The CPA was the inspirer, organizer and

leader of the National-liberation War, the
.architect of victory. d

In the former liberation wars the Alba-
nian people had not succeeded in creating a
monolithic, consistent leadership. This was the .

1) Enver Hoxha: «The Historic Decisions of the

:Second Meeting of ANLC» November 1044, Works,
vol. 3, pp. 373.
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primary reason why they had been unable
to achieve their freedom and complete inde-
pendence in the past, and why the fruits of
their efforts had been plundered by the
imperialists, the feudal lords, and the bour-
geoisie of the country. From their own strug-
gle however, from the ordeals and misery, they
had learned the great lesson that without a
revolutionary leadership, their blood and

. strivings could not be crowned with final

victory. They turned this dream into reality
by founding the CPA, which they brought into
being, reared and tempered in war. Emerg-
ing from the bosom of the Albanian people,
.this Marxist-Leninist Party inherited from the
magnificent patriotic traditions, a rich expe-
rience in war. It succeeded in accumulating
and further evolving these traditions and this
-experience, giving them a deeply revolu-
tionary content and turning them into reality
to secure the freedom and national indepen-
dence of the people to bring about the victory

-of the revolution.

The Coemmunist Party worked out a cor-
rect policy based on the objective internzl
and external conditions and on the fundamen-
tal Marxist-Leninist principles, a policy which
directly responded to the pressing political
demands, to the deeply rooted interests of the

_people, of the fatherland and of socialism and =5

carried it out with consistency, resoluteness
*and revolutionary daring. ;
It was the Party that implanted among the

315

oo P



masses such a high consciousness of the objec~
tives of the war and of the correctness of its
policy. It was the Party which discovered,
developed and employed in the war against
fascism all the energies and capabilities of the
masses of the people.

The masses were convinced out of their
own experience that the Communist Party
was the real champion of their interests and
of the interests of the Albanian nation, the.
loyal and consistent fighter for national inde-
pendence, liberty, democracy, and the land.

With rare mastery the Communist Party
solved three tasks which were the key to
victory: the union of the broad masses in the
NLF, the organization of the general, uprising,
the arming of the people, the creation of the
standing NLA; the destruction of the rule of
the invaders and of landlords and the bour-
geoisie, the organization and establishment
of the power of the people’s democracy.

The Party secured many powertul foreign
allies for the Albanian people and educated
them in the spirit of proletarian international-
ism, of fraternal friendship with-all the people
who fought against fascism. Toward the
foreign allies it pursued a correct policy built
on revolutionary principles. It taught the
people to differentiate between them and to.
link the Albanian National-liberation War,
first and foremost, with the great patriotic
War of the Soviet Union. At no time did the
Party allow any of the allies to interfere in the
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jnternal political and military affairs of our
country. It frustirated the plan of the Anglo-
American imperialist reactionaries who attemp-
ted to obstruct the victory of the revolution and
t0 establish their own control on Albania.
While maintaining an upright attitude toward
all allies and making a correct assessment of the
assistance and support from abroad, the Party
never expected others to bring freedom to the
Albanian people. It resolutely carried into
effect the principle of the primacy of self-
reliance and taught the people to realize
clearly that liberty is not granted but is won
by bloodshed, with many hardships and
sacrifices.

The CPA was born, grew up and proved
itself as a leader with capability and unrivalled
authority in the revolutionary war against
the invaders and traitors. It did not wait to
learn the Marxist-Leninist theory before
throwing itself into the struggle. It learned
this theory and applied it faithfully and in a
creative manner in the heat of ’battle, in
- complicated situations.

The decisive external factor of the historic
victory of the Albanian people was the great
patriotic War of the Soviet Union and its great
vietory over fascism. The Red Army did not
come to Albania, but the Albanian people
consider the Soviet Union as the liberator of
Albania as well. Under the leadership of J.V,
Stalin, the Soviet Union bore the brunt of the
‘Second World War and played the principal
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role in the destruction of fascism. The great
victories of the Red Army over Hitlerite Ger-
many created suitable conditions for the
Albanian people to rise up as one man, and
through. their own heroic war, to assure full
national independence and establish 1ibe
People’s Power. :
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N.B. — THE HISTORY OF THE PARTY OF
LABOR OF ALBANIA contains 7 chapters, The first.
and second chapters published in this volume deal
with the struggle to feound the Albanian Communist:
Party, to organize and lead the struggle for the libe-
ration of the country and the establishment of People's.
Power.

The other chapters will be published in two
subsequent volumes.
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