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INTRODUCTION

The period since the founding of the Party
of Labor of Albania (PLA) is the most byril-
liant in the age-long history of the Albanian
peopte. During this period deep revolu-
tionary changes have been brought about
in the political, economic, social and culty~
ral life of the country, major achievements
of wital importance have been attained, put-
ting an end to oppression and exploitation
and ensuring e rapid and uninterrupted de-
velopment of the country towards socialism.

These achievements have been attained
by the Albanian people, first and foremost,
thanks to the correct line pursued by the
Party of Labor of Albania. With the forma-
tion of the Party, the working class, the la-
voring masses, brought forth from their
ranks, in the heat of baitle against the fas-

cist invaders and traitors to the country, a
revotutionary mnational leadership absolutely
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determined to defend the interests of the
people, capable of bringing about national
liberation and social emancipation,

The Party of Labor of Albania has always
been guided solely by Marxism-Leninism.
It has always held aloft the militant banner
of the immortal ideas of Marx, Engels, Lenin
end Stalin. Loyalty to Marxism-Leninism is
the source of its inexhaustible strength, - its
wisdom and farsightedness, its courage and
determination to surmount all difficulties and
obstacles in order to forge ahead with un-
shakable confidence towards attaining its ob-
jective and fulfilling its tasks to the letter.
.. The Party of Labor of Alhania has suc-
ceeded in carrying out the major tasks Ty~
ing before it because it has firmly relied on
the people. It inherited from the people mar-

vellous patriotic and revolutionary traditions.

In their struggle against the Joreign yoke

- and social oppression, the Albanian people

have forcefully demonstrated their love of
counrry, their deep hatred of bondage and
oppression, their ardent dspirations and un-
curbed will for progress, their wunshakable
confidence in wictory, their matchless wvalor
in battle against enemies superior in num-
bers and means, their sincere love and gene-
rosity towards their friends and comrades and
their irreconcilable stand towards enemies
and treitors. They have had to fight against
many and powerful enemies in order to pro-




tect their lives and future and to ward off
the danger of their extincioa as a peorl:
and nation. The stand the Albanians have
maintained and the wars they have waged
against their enemies have always been of
a popular and liberation nature; theirs have
been just wars. The progressive patriotic
traditions and rich historical experience of
the people have served as a wvery sound sup-
port for the activity of the Party. Inherit-
ing these traditions the Party elaborated
this qge-long experience in the light of Mar-
xist-Leninist teachings and embodied it in its
revolutionary activity. The leadership of the
Party of Labor of Albania brought fto the
fore in all their splendor the noble wirtues
of our people, raised their vitality as a na-
tion to a higher level and made patrictic and
revolutionary traditions a major driving for-
ce in the liberation of the country end con~
struction of socialism.

The Party linked its struggle for free-
dom and independence with the struggle against
the exploiting classes in order to estab-
lish the dictatorship of the proletariai, to do

“away with all forms of exploitation, to build

sociglism. Under the guidance of the Party,
the patriotism of the people was raised fo a
higher level turning into socialist patriotism.
Love of country was organically linked with
love and loyailty towerds the People’s state
power, towurds sociclism,
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Enlightened by the teachings of Marxism-
Leninism, based on the experience of the revo-
lutionary struggle of the masses, of the people,
firmly relying on the people who had brought
it into being, and reared and guided by the lofty
deal of loyally serving the people and socia-
lism, the Party of Labor of Albanic has suc-
ceeded in working out and always imple-
menting a correct genercl line and has gai-
ned the maturity to find its bearings under
all situations. It has always honorably ful-
jilled its obligations towards its own working
class and people as well as towards *he in-
ternational communist and workers’ move-
ment.

The Party succeeded in becoming the
sole leading force of the Albanian people
in their struggle for mnational independence,
freedom, democracy, and socialism. It organi-
zed and led the victorious and most glorious
national-liberation war the Albanian people
have ever waged. It organized and led the
reconstruction of the country devastated by
the war and its social, economic, and cultu-
ral development, on the road to socialism.

The History of the Party of Labor of
Albania is the history of a revolutionary
Marxist-Leninist Party which has solved and
continues to solve with success these main
problems:

— doing awaey with all Xinds of political
and economic dependence on foreign imperial-
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ist Powers and securing full national inde-
pendence;

— developing without interruption the
people’s revolution from the anti-imperialist
aemocratic to the sociglist stage;

- — forging the alliance of the working
class with the laboring peasantry and with
the other popular masses of the country, uni-
ting these musses into a common front around,
and under the sole leadership of the Party;

— establishing, consolidating and cons-
tantly perfecting the State of people’s demo-
cracy as a form of the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat;

— doing wway with age-long economic,
sociel, cultural and technologica: backward-
ness of the country, leading it [rom its back-
ward semi-feudal state to socialism by-pas-
sing the phase of advanced capitalism;

— establishing and developing socialist
industry as the directive force of people’s
economy;

~— collectivizing agriculture, developing
and mechanizing it;

— abolishing the landlord and the bour-
geois classes, the exploitation of man by
man, building the economic basiz of socigl-
ism in urban and rurel areas;

— treining new cadres for the various
branches of economy and culture, creating
the socialist intelligentsia;-

— educating the workers to become re-
volutionaries and inculcating in them the
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scientific Mavrxist-Leninist world  outlook;
developing the revolution in the field of ideo-
dogy and culture;

— protecting our socialist homelgnd from
the hostile intentions and acts of the impe-
riglists, of the revisionists, and of their stooges;

— establishing new relations of the Alba-
nian State with other countries on the basis
of equality, respect for national independence
and territorial integrity, of mnon-interveniion
" in internal affairs, and of mauiual adventage;

— preserving the monolithic ideological
and organizational unity in the runks of the
Party;

— egtablishing dnd consistently preser-
ving fraternal relations between the Party
of Labor Albania and other fraternal commu-
nist and workers’ parties on the basis of pro-
letarian internationalism; protecting the in-
dependence of the Party from the great na-
tion chauvinistic intentions and atiempts of
the Yugoslay and Khrushchevite revisionists.

The Party of Labor of Albania is leading
the Albanian people with determination and

unshakable confidence towards completing
the building of socialist society, solving ma-
jor and complicated problems connected with
~earrying the socialist revolution through to
the end in all fields — political, economic
and social, ideological and culturel, — with
- the struggle to bring about the complete
triumph of Marxism-Leninism over revisio-
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nism, the complete triumph of socialism over
capitalism, on a world scale.

, The History of the Party of Labor of.
Albania portrays the creative application of

Marxism-Leninism under the conditions of
Albania and in conerete international circum-
stances. The study of this History iz an
integral and important part of the study of
Marxism-Leninism in order to bring about
the ideological uplift of the members of the
Party and of all the working people of the
country. It helps the workers, peasants and
the socialist inteliigentsia to enhance their
knowledge of social development and politi-
cal struggle, to enrich the expericnce of their
struggle, to build socialism and communism,
to assess and solve aright their actual tasks and
understand the trend of devewpment in the
days to come. The study of the History of
the Party of Labor of Albania helps to arouse
the political vigilance of the people in battle
with imperialism and revisionism. to streng-
then their confidence in the ultimate triumph

of Marxism-Leninismover modern revisionism,
" and of socialism on a world secdle. '

«In publishing its History, the Party
of Labor of Albania is placing in

the hands of the communists and »

workers of our country, asharp and
powerful political and ideological
weapon of which they will be legiti-

mately proud. The History of the Party
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will open. for them new and brillignt
horizons and perspectives, It will
further imbue the communists and
- people with the mighty Marxist-
Leninist ideas of the Party, tem~
pering them more and inspiring
them in the struggle to defend Mar-
xism-Leninism, to conquer all bas-
tions aend to score further, magnifi-
cent successes in the complete buil-
ding of socialist society and commu-
nismm1)

L B

In this book the first attempts are made
to give a concise, systematic, and cll-round
picture, of the process of development of the
Albanian communist movement, of the life and
struggle of the Party of Labor of Albania, of
its decisive role in the victory and uninterrup-
ted development of socialist revolution, of the
brilliant results of the policy and revolutionary
activity of the Party. :

The History of the Party of Labor of Al-
bania covers three main periods.

The first period begins at the initial
stage of the workers’ movement and the aor-

1) ENVER HOXHA — Speech delivered at the
meeting of the Political Bureau of the CC of the
Party of Labor of Albania on June 30, 1967. Central
Archives of the Party.
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ganized cotnmunist movement to the founding
of the -Communist Party of Albania (Novem-
ber 1941)

The second period covers the activity of
the Party to organize and lead the National-
liberation War of the Albanian people against
the fascist inveders and traitors and to bring
about the triumph of the people’s revolution
(November 1941 - November 1944}

The third period is that of the struggle
of the Party, as a guiding party of the Peo-
ple’s Power and of the whole life of the coun-
try, for the building of socialist society,
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CHAPTER 1

THE STRUGGLE TO FOUND THE ALBANIAN
COMMUNIST PARTY

(1929-1941)

1. THE BEGINNINGS OF THE WORKERS' MOVE~
MENT. THE GRGWTH OF THE DEMOCRATIC AND
ANTI-IMPERIALIST MOVEMENT DURING THE
FIRST QUARTER OF THE 20th CENTURY.

A

Ottoman domination in Albania lested - 3

nearly five centuries. This was the peried of
the feudal-military regime, of ruthless national
oppression, of unbearable feudal exploitation,
of frequent devastating wars and of deplorable
backwardness in the field of education and
culture. But, at the same time, this was also

the period of the indomitable struggle of the

Albanian people for freedom and national inde-
pendence, for material and spiritual progress,.
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for social justice. This struggle became the
decisive factor which led to the proclamation
of independence on November 28, 1912,

The proclamation of independence and the
establishment of the new State were events
of major historical significance for the Alba-
nians. But to the head of this State there came
the landlords and the bourgeoisie while the
people who fought and shed their blood did
not get rid of oppression and exploitation by
the ruling classes. In addition, independent
‘Albania found itself surrounded by neighboring
bourgeois States which pursued a chauvinistic
policy towards ii. The imperialist Powers in
collusion with these States not only dismembe-
red Albania, wresting half of its territory in
1913, but never gave up their intentions of
‘wiping it out completely from the map of
the Balkans or of placing it under their
‘conirol.

Albania — a Semifeudal The proclamation of
Agrarian Couniry independence found
Albania in a back-
ward agrarian state. Although capitalist rela-
tions had begun to develop in urban and less
80 in rural areas, in general they were only at
the initial stage. The sysiem of Iandlordism had
spread in the lowlands and in parts of the
uplands, whereas patriarchal survivals still
reigned supreme in the life of the mountain-
eers, especially, in the North.
: The tenants were mercilessly exploited by
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the landlords. The poor peasants, who made up
- the majority of the rural population, were not
better off. These owners of small plots of land
could hardly make both ends meet. Want kept
them continually in the clutches of the land-
lords, the well-to~do peasants, merchants and
usurers. The ruined peasants became agricul-
tural hired laborers. Some of them, finding no
market to sell their labor power in the cities,
emigrated abroad. Unjust distribution of land,
ruthless exploitation by landlords, religious
institutions and the State, the use of primitive
tools and methods in farming, were the cause
of the great poverty of the peasant masses and
of the starvation which beset the country time .
and again.

The cities in general were small and
under-developed from the economic and social
point of view. In their inner life they still pre-
served vestiges of mediaeval times. Small-
scale handicraft production prevailed in them
with the exception of larger towns like Shko-
dra, Berat, Elbasan, Kor¢a etc. where capitalist
handicraft factories had sprung up as early as
in the XIX century. An average of 10-15
wage earners worked in these factories. With
the growth of the production of goods and
the expansion of markets, the merchant bour-
geoisie had accumulated considerable capital
by exploiting the work of cottage handicrafts-
men and by becoming landowners. But in
. general, they made no investments in industry.
Thus, in the newly-set up Albanian State, there
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were only 25 minor factories which engaged
mainly in processing a few agricultural pro-
ducts. These were primitive concerns emplo-
ying about 150 workers all told.

During the first decade following indepen-
dence, the rate of industrial development was
extremely low. About 50 new factories and
workshops were set up. But even the largest
factories employed no more than 30 workhands
each. A larger number of workhands were
employed at the salt pits, in lumbering and
building construction enterprises. Some tens: .
of workers were also employed in the Selenica
(Vlora) bitumen mines run by foreign concession
holders. :

The majority of workers employed by
capitalist concerns were seasonal workers.
When the seasonal work was over, they- would
return to their native villages to engage in
agricultural pursuits. The factory workers and
miners were also of handicraft and peasant
origin. They had not yet formed a politically
class-conscicus stratum. ‘

The workers were ruthlessly exploited by
the capitalist owners. The working day was
10 and, in some cases, 14 hours long while .
the wages were very low, barely enough to
feed the workers and their families. But even
such as they were the wages were not guaran-
teed. Cheap labor power grew continuously
and made it easy for the capitalist proprietor to
lower wages or arbitrarily delay payment for
months on end. There was no law whatsoever to
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enforce labor insurance and the capitalist pro-
prietors took nosafety measures for the workers.

By the side of factory workers there stood
the broad masses of apprentices in handicraft
workshops and trade units. Their exploitation
became more unbearzble because it was inter-
woven with mediaeval forms and methods.
Most of them were children or young people.
In addition to working in handicraft or trade
shops, they ran also a number of errands for
their masters. They were severely punished for
the slightest mistakes. _

Since the early years of the XXth century,
the apprentices had begun to struggle in a more
or less organized way against the exploitation
to which they were subjected by the proprie-
tors of worksheps and merchants. But this
movement, which developed mainly in Shko-
dra, was of a local and spontaneous character.
In general, the socialist ideas. that spread here
were distorted and, in some cases, degenerated
into petty bourgeois «socialism». The early
workers’ organizations had the character of
associations of mutual assistance and promoted
the spirit of solidarity among workers rather
than the struggle against exploitation. Member-
ship in these organizations was extended also
to private handicraftsmen who needed the help
of apprentices in the struggle against the mer-
chant bourgeoisie and factory owners in order
to protect small-scale production. But they
were short-lived.

Under foreign domination, the workers’
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