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CHAPTER III

THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF ALBANIA IN
ITS STRUGGLE TO REBUILD THE COUNTRY
AND PROMOTE SOCIALIST REVOLUTION -

1 {December 1944-1948)

1. THE DEFENCE ‘AND CONSOLIDATION OF THR
PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC POWER

The People’s State Power established in

' Albania and the sole leadership of the Commu-

nist Party in the State ‘created the necessary

political conditions to carry the people’s anti-

‘ 1mperi*alnst democratic revolution in the econo-

. mie, social and cultural fields through to the

i encL 'This made it possible for the revolution

to develop uninterruptedly and pass over imme-

. ‘diately to the socialist revolution, to carrying

out economic and social changes of a soc1ahst
character

It was only by proceedmg along this road

*hat the victories achieved in the National-libe-
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ration War could be safeguarded, that the des-
truction left from the war and the backwardness
inherited from the past could be eliminated, the
workers could be freed once and for all from
explotation and misery, and conditions created
for the rapid development of our economy and
culture.

The tasks confronting the Party for the
further development of the people’s revolution
were determined by the internal and external
situation following the Second World War.

The Radical Change of Wihen Albania dro-
the ‘Ratio of Forces in ve out the foreign
the World in Favor of invaders, the Second

Socialism World War was still -

going on. It came to -
an end only after the unconditional surrender
of Hitlerite Germany on May 9, 1945 and of
militarist Japan on September 2, 1945.

. Great changes had taken place in the world.
Although the Soviet Union had suffered greater
human and material losses than any other coun- -
try, it emerged from the war much stronger
politically and militarily. Its authority and in-
ternational prestige were greatly enhanced, :

The capitalist system was shaken to its
foundations and weakened. The second stage
of the general crisis of capitalism, which had
begun with the outbreak of the Second World
War, assumed still larger proportions. The prin-
cipal manifestation of this crisis was the victory
of a series of revolutions which opened new.
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As a result of these revolutions, new peo-
ple’s democratic regimes were established in a
number of countries of Europe and of Asia. The
newly set up democratic governments carried
out a series of political, economic and social
changes which laid the foundations for embar-
king on the path of socialist development. The

people’s revolution in China was given a fresh

impulse.

The detachment of these countries from the
capitalist system was one very important result
of the Second World War. This made a-radical
change in the ratio of forces in the world in
favor of socialism, and constituted the funda-
mental feature which defined the new 1nterna-
tional situation following the war.

The liberating character of the anti-fascist

people’s war, the decisive role of the Soviet

Union in it, and the detachment of a series of
countries from the capitalist system gave a

- strong impulse to the national-liberation and .

anti-colonial movement. The domination of the
imperialist powers over the colonies and depen-
dent countries began to crumble. The protess

 of disintegration of the colonial system of impe-

»ialism became widespread. A series of new
independent States came into being in Asia and
in Africa.

Even in the remaining colonies or depen-

" dent countries the liberation movement to shake

off the imperialist yoke was on the rise.

breaches in the imperialist front in Europe and
in Asia. -




The process of disintegration of the colonial
system was another important manifestation of
the second stage of the general crisis of capita-
lism. Consequently, the importance of the Na-

tional-liberation Movement of the colonial and
- oppressed peoples, as a direct reserve of the
world socialist revolution, was greatly increased.

The new alignment of the social and poli-
tical forces in the world opened a new stage to
the revolutionary movement, creating more
favorable conditions for the triumph of socialism .
on a world-wide scale.

With the end of the war the ratio of forces
between the principal capitalist countries also
changed. The inequality of their economic and
political development was deepened still more,
upsetting the balance of power within the world
system of capitalism. :

After the war, Germany, Japan and Italy
were temporarily excluded. from the world
market. Their economies were heavily damaged
and disorganised. France could no longer play

its former role of a great imperialist power. . '
Under the blows dealt by the liberation war .

of the colonial peoples, the British Empire began-
to break up and the power of British imperialism
declined.

Only the United States of America emerged
stronger from the war. It had greatly enhanced
its economic and military might and became the
principal center of the capitalist world.

The imperialist powers could not reconcile
themselves to the growth of socialist and demo-
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eratic forces in the world and the development
of the anti-colonial liberation movement, A
. ‘bitter struggle ensued between the imperialist
and reactionary forces, on the one hand, and the
soclalist and democratic forces, on the other.

Thus, the contradictions in the anti-fascist
coalition about the aims and the character of
the war became clearer when hostilities ended
and grew deeper as time passed. The antago-
nism between the two world social systems was
becoming more and more acute. The world was
split up into two camps: the anti-imperialist
democratic camp and the anti-democratic im-
perialist camp, with aims and objectives diame-
trically opposed. :

The democratic camp was made up of the
Soviet Union and the countries of people’s demo-
cracy. At its head stood the Soviet Union. It
" was supported by the entire international demo-

cratic and workers’ movement, by all progres-
sive-minded persons fighting in defense of
democracy, freedom, and the independence of
peoples. The aim of this camp was to secure
world peace, the independence of the peoples,
democracy, and progress towards socialism. This
could be attained only in struggle against impe-
‘rialism. .
The imperialist camp had the USA as its

- leading force. It relied on the reactionary
classes and on all the anti-democratic forces in
-the capitalist countries. The aim of this camp
was to save the old capitalist order, to suppress
the workers’ revolutionary and national-libera-

1



tion movements, to re-establish the capitalist
regime in the countries of the people’s demo-
cracy. By making use of their great economic
and military potential, the U.S. imperialists
sought to establish their domination over the
world. To achieve this aim, the imperialists
headed by the USA launched a frenzied hostile
campaign against the Soviet Union and against
all the socialist, freedom and peace-loving for-
.ces. International reaction resorted to direct
armed intervention and drowned the people’s
democratic movement in Greece in blood. It
dealt heavy blows at the democratic workers'
movement in France, Italy, and elsewhere. A
tendency to fascistize political life became appa-
rent in the imperialist states.

In order to carry out its strategic plan, the
imperialist camp, and especially the United
States of America, began to pursue an openly
aggressive policy, to intensify the militarization
of their economy and, thus, prepare for the next
world war. This policy and the measures deri-
ving from it covered all the main fields of life,
including the economic and military fields and
the ideological struggle. The «Truman doctrines
and the «Marshall plan~ were specific expres-~
sions of this policy.

The U.S. imperialists  stationed a large
number of troops and set up military bases in
many foreign countries with a view to using
them in the aggressive war they were prepa-’
ring against the USSR and the countries of the
people’s demoeracy, as well as to suppress the
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liberation movement of the colonial peoples.

. They made use of the liberation movement of
.. the colonial peoples. They made use of their
“iemporary monopoly of atomic weapons as a

means of intimidating the peoples.
The aggressive policy of the USA for world
domination was associated with a bitter attack

_in the ideological field. Anti-communism was

the pivot of this campaign. Alleging that the
Soviet Union and Communism presented a threat
to the so-called free world, the imperialist pro-
paganda endeavored to fence off and extinguish
the socialist ideas which had spread and were
spreading far and wide among the working
masses of the world.

Difficulties in the Admi- With the ousting of

" ministration of the the invaders and the

Couniry establishment of the

Pecple’s Power, the
Communist Party of Albania was charged with
the burden of running the country. This task was
no less difficult than that of conducting the
liberation war, but our Party was firmly con-
vinced that it would accomplish it successfully.
This conviction was based on the experience it
had acquired during the war for national libe-
ration, on its determination to carry the revolu-
tion through. to the end, on the firm support
the masses of the people gave to its political line,
and on the great revolutionary enthusiasm

‘which had spread throughout the country.

But it had to surmount many difficulties
along this course. ' :
s




Liberation found our country in a lamen-
table condition. Albania had suffered colossal
damage in the war. Its economy was shattered
to its very foundations. All the bridges, big and
small, had been blown up. Highways, ports and
telephone mnetworks were in ruins. Electrie
power was lacking, mines had fallen into disuse.
Even the few factories which had escaped des-
truction could not work for lack of raw materials.
Unemployment was widespread throughout the
country.

Agriculture, too, was in a grave situation:
part of the land had remained untilled; 1/3 of
the cattle, especially draught animals, had been
slaughtered.

Trade was at a standstill on account of

shortages of goods and lack of means of commu-
nication. No funds were available. The gold
reserves in the bank had been plundered by
the invaders. Inflation had unheard of propor-
tions. The people were facing winter without
clothes, shoes, shelter, or food. Famine and
disease threatened from all quarters.

The situation was further aggravated by
the struggle the internal and foreign reaction
waged against the People’s Power. After libe-
ration, & close counter-revolutionary alliance
was formed between the overthrown classes
and the foreign imperialist bourgeoisie,

The U.S. and British missions, which remai- . e

mned in Albania even after the liberation, on the
pretext of preparing for the recognition of the
new Government, became cenires of espionage,
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plots, and sabotage. They tried to uhite all the

forces of reaction and to launch them into
struggle to overthrow the People’s Power. The
overthrown classes concentrated mainly on hat-
ching up plots and preparing armed uprisings.
‘Their main armed support came from the bands
of fugitive war criminals throughout the coun-
try, especially in the'northern regions. They
aimed at creating insecurity, at intimidating the
peasantry and at obstructing the establishment
of law and order. They committed terrorist
attacks against communists and propagandists
of the People’s Power. In January 1945, rem-
nants of the reactionary forces mounted an
assault on Koplik, but they were routed within
a few hours. During the months of January-
February the reactionary bands which had

- sought refuge in the Kelmendi highlands were

completely wiped out. _
Representatives of the reactionary bour-

geoisie and of the land-lords set up secret

groups, such as the «monarchist», «social-demo-

- erat», «demo-Christian» and other groups, which

were directed by the British and U.S. missions
in Tirana, The overthrown classes tried to wreck
and sabotage our economy. They were also
assisted by elements who had wormed their

- way into the ranks of the Democratic Front.

After the liberation, the Albanian people
looked forward to the establishment of normal
state relations between Atlbania and all the
allies of the National-liberation War. But the
leading circles of the USA and of Britain hinde-
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red by all possible means the establishment of

such relations, exerted pressure on the People’s
Power and instigated the forces of the internal
reaction to fight against it.

The U.S. and the British imperialists also:
attempted to stage armed intervention. In Janu-
ary 1945, they demanded to expand their military
missions in Tirana and, in May-June, to bring
to Albania 1500-1700 officers and technicians
of the Military Liaison (M.L.), who would be in
charge, allegedly, of the distribution of their
«aid-. These demands were firmly rejected by
the Democratic Government of Albania.

To pave the way for their armed interven-
tion in Albania, the imperialists also made use
of monarcho-fascist Greece. Immediately after
liberation, directly incited by the USA and
Britain, the Greek Government launched a
widespread campaign in support of its timeworn
claims to annex Southern Albania, organised
systematic border provocations and made all-
round preparations for an armed aggression to
be associated with the landing of British forces.
on our coast. In the face of this new peril threa-
tening the country, our people tightened their
ranks around the Party, expressing their readi-
ness to defend the independence and the terri-
torial integrity of the Fatherland at any cost.
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The Central Problem: In these circum-
Safeguarding and Con- stances, the most ur-
solidating | the People’s gent task confronting
Power our Party was to

safeguard and to
strengthen the People’s Power.

«Affer every war and revolution»,
instructed the CC of the CPA, ”the most
important and the most difficult ques-
tion is the taking and maintenance of
power. For us, for our Party too, the
most important question is that of the
State Power: this is our centra] problem.
Accordingly, our main objective today
is to strengthen the State Power and,
with it, to pass from victory to victory,
from reform to reforms 1.

In order to attain this objective, the rein-

- forcement of the political basis of the Power of -

the National-liberation Councils as bearers of
the new State Power was of particular impor-
tance. If the councils were to become all power-
ful organs of self-administration of the people,
it was essential that they should be invigorated,
re-organise their work so as to become thorough-
ly capable, the «driving force in each step
forward in the political, economic and social
fields». The elections to the local organs of

"~ 1) Circular Letter of the CC of the CPA, December
1944, Central Archives of the Party.
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power, which were held throughout the country
in May 1945, served precisely this purpose.

During the electoral campaign, the Party
carried out extensive political work. with the
masses to make clearer to them the popular
character of the new power and its duties. It
exposed the propaganda of reaction about the
incapability of the State, and its aims to place
the leadership of the councils in the hands of
the «experienced» representatives of the over-
thrown classes.

People tested in the war, resolute, loyal to
the people’s interest, and who enjoyed the1r con-
fidence, were elected to the local organs of
power.

Besides this the Party organized the com-
plete reconstruction of the State apparatus, new .
both in form and in content. Economic and social
institutions, the people’s courts, were set up on
a new basis; the people’s police was created,
the State security organs were re-organized and
strengthened.

"The Party appointed its best cadres to the
new State organs. Although they lacked expe-
rience in administrative work, nevertheless they
were resolved to carry the revolution through
to the end, to implement the Party line to the
letter. They would master the art of govermng
in the course of work.

To the State organs were also appoinfed
functionaries of the former administration, per-
sons politically linked with the Party and with
the people, although imbued with bourgeois cul-
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_ture, practices and mentalities. They gave their
assistance to run the new State organs, but
along with this they unconsciously introduced
into the method and style of work of the new
apparatus elements of the method and style of
the old apparatus. This exercised its influence on
the Party cadres working in administration and
lea to the spreading of organizational forms of
work which were incompatible with the revolu-
tionary character of our State Power.

. The main armed force of the revolution and
of the State Power was our National-Liberation
Army which was considered by the overthrown
classes and the foreign reactionaries as the prin-
cipal obstacle to attaining their objectives to the
detriment of the People’s Power. The enemies
aimed at eliminating it by spreading the view
that Albania was not threatened by any danger,
consequently, the army should be derncbilized,
because it was a heavy burden on our State and
the whole economy of our country! '

Our Party evaluated the maintaining and
strengthening of the army as a vital question of
our revolution, as an indispensable condition for
the defence of the People’s Power, of the free-
dom and independence of our country. So that
our army could fulfil its lofty mission, the CPA
demanded that it be perfected, modernized and
become

«a model army endowed with all
valuable qualities, and worthy of. .. the
task of protecting the people and ‘their
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