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[ NTRODUCTTION

| For a number of months prior to the death of Mao Tsetung 1in
September 1976, and for a few months after that event, three
different contributors to the publications of the B&ICO sought to
evaluate Mao's role in the communist movement in general and in
the Chinese Revolution in particular. The three-part series by

P. McMorrow entitled "The Politics Of Revolutionary China" was
published in the June, August and November 1976 issues of "The
Irish Communist"; "The Last Of The Great Leninists” was

pubTished as an editorial in the October 1976 issue of"'The Irish
Communist? and "Mao" was published as an editorial in the
December 1976 issue of "The Communist“. The present pamphlet is a
reprint of all the above articles.

We think it is obvious that no definitive study and assess-
ment of Mao can be produced without a considerable amount of
further research. The present pamphlet will hopefully act as a
sharp stimulus to such work. The articles reprinted below have
answered many questions by posing more. They in fact have the
effect of de-stabilising any pre-conceived notions or dogmas
concerning the nature and process of the Chinese Revolution. Many
of the descriptions are accordingly provocative and, on occasions,

invite controversy. An example of such an approach is the descri-
ption of Mao as "an Asian Tito" in "The Last Of The Great Leninists'.
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[n April 1956, when the Chinese leader was himself prone to
contribute to the wave of "Stalin-criticism" unleashed by
Khruschev two months earlier, Mao made a speech wherein he
maintained:

"When we won the war, Stalin suspected that ours was a
victory of the Tito type, and in 1949 and 1950 the pressure
On us was very great indeed. Even so, we maintain the
estimate of 30 per cent for his" (1e, Stalin's, B&ICO)
"mistakes and 70 per cent for his achievements. This is
oniy - fair."

If Stalin and Mao seem to have had an attitude towards one
another which gives the impression of a pair of mutual begrudge
what of it? The fact is that it was the Stalinist perspective f
the Chinese Revolution which Mao so creatively developed and
applied in order to ensure its triumph (See the B&ICO pamphlet,
"Stalin On The Chinese Revolution"). Moreover, Stalinist (that
Leninist) history can only view Mao as an "Asian Tito" in a very
limited sense. Nor do bourgeois historians regard them as
comparable - in fact, Mac's stature is constantly rising with
them. The only point of contact between Mao and Tito is that t
both, in very different circumstances, fell out with the Russian
Communist Party. There is no comparison between the circumstang
of their development, their policy after the break, their statur
as communists, or their influence on world history.

The definition of Leninism employed in that same October
editorial might also be regarded as controversial and we also
reprint a reader's letter to the November issue of "The Irish
Communist" which held that such a definition was debatable. But
of course, the time has long been reached when there 1s nothing
under the communist sun that should not be regarded as debatable
Anti-Stalin Iconoclasm, for all its pretensions, has had nothin
but a thoroughly conservative effect on the development of
communism. As is pointed out in the article entitled, "Mao",
revolutionising of Chinese society was due to Mao Tsetung's abil:
to shake off the dead-weight of tradition which had led China to
stagnate for so long. It is the Lenin Personality Cult which ha
functioned for so long as a retarding tradition in the communist
movement. If, therefore, the questions posed in the following
articles stimulate fresh thinking about problems of Leninism as
much as they should do about the past and future course of the
Chinese Revolution, then all to the good. The present pamphlet

will have more than served ijts purposes.

British & Irish Communist Organisatio
___April, 19
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Chairman Mao Tse Tung might be considered the last of the
oreat Leninists. He died at a time when Leninism - the rapid
rodernisation of backward societies under the authoritarian rule
of a revolutionary elite — has almost exhausted its historical

ssSure |

1S .
mission in the world. When he joined the Communist Party of China,
China was "the most distressful country that you have ever seen'.
one Now it is a vigorous, progressing modern state, and the credit for
udgersthat is due to Mao, the CPC and Leninism.
ive fo
d | Very few now can be found to question the fact that Mao's
let, Mleadership had an enormously improving effect on China, whereas
that ifofficial ideology in most of the world insists that Stalin's

very leadership had anything but an improving effect on Russia. And

Vet the darker aspects of Stalinism had their parallels in Maoism.
Because the CPC had learned the lessons of the Russian experience,
and also because of the peculiar development of the revolution 1in

ssian the countryside which gave the communists an imtial base, collect-

stanceivisation in China was carried out with much less bloodshed than
tatureln the USSR. But in the general destruction of feudalism over the
vears after 1949, an estimated five million people were killed.

The Cultural Revolution was, as Solzhenitsyn noted in the Gulag
o, "only a repetition, with slight changes (not always

er Archipelag

SO for the worse) of our malodorous thirties". And when the Hundred

sh Flowers experiment failed, freedom of expression in all spheres
But,was as good as abolished.

hing

\table. There are a number of reasons why Mao's greatness 1s admitted

0thinawithout hesitation, while Stalin's is denied. Firstly, China was

i ever in any sense considered part of Europe, and she had no

)" thdemocratic bourgeois parties of substance. Secondly, some of the

. abilimost astute Cold Warriors believed that China would not remain 1in

‘na to la monolithic world Communist movement under Russia's hegemony and
' ch hasthat in time the pressure of national interest would make Mao an

nunist %Asian Tito. Thirdly, that has actually happened.
ving |
Sm as | The break with the CPSU was forced by Mao in 1963. The issue
the |was explained publicly in terms of theoretical Marxism, with the
bhlet [CPC taking the fundamentalist position. But considering later
developments there can be no doubt that Chinese national interest
as the determining factor. The CPSU planned for a kind of neo-
colonial relationship between China and the Soviet Union, but Mao
wasn't having it. One American writer has claimed that the

isatio
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breaking point was when the CPSU
Whether or not that ig true,

1ts fundamentalist preaching.
world communist parties in supp
CPC used these almost solely to

refused to give China an A-bom
the CPC afterwards did not practis

Factions split from most of the
ort of the Chinese position; thes
disrupt the pro-Russia communi sy
(most notably in India) who might have been revisionist and m&%f
other things besides, but at least retained some purpose of tra%é
forming the societies in which they operated. ;?
It was always less than halfgi
true to say that the workers of the world had an international b
interest, even when the world i1s defined (as Marx defined it fonty

Practical purposes) as the advanced societies of Europe.
developing country like China,

absolute precedence over all el

But this proves very little.

In a 'e
national interest inevitably take if
se, for the revolutionary elite »W
which heads the nation. The proper standard by which to judge Kci
1S not what he has done for Marxist theory, or for the world 1S §
communist movement, but what he has done for China. And judged:
that standard, he will be a national hero as long as the 1is a
Chinese nation, and that will be a very long time,

Some attempt was >uf
revolution in itsvd
the countryside, :n4

Long Live The Victor

But we may as well consider what he has done for Marxist
theory and for the world communist movement,

made 1n the late sixties to export the Chinese
specific form of encirclement of the cities by
expounded by Lin Piao in his 1965 document,
Of People's War. The small Asian communist parties which follow
this line got nowhere. The wars of liberation in Vietnam and mo
so in Cambodia resembled the Maoist "People's War" in some ways,
but there is no evidence that either guerilla movement was stron
ly influenced by Maoist theory. And the CPC itself has long

ceased to claim that the strategy 1s applicable throughout the
developing world. The bulk of the communist movement continues
adhere to Moscow. Mao's theoretical statements only served to
confuse it further. His practise has left one valuable lesson,
which communists of a very different cast like Carillo,
ago Garaudy, were sharp enough to grasp; to be really effective
national communist party must have political independence. Othe ;

wise, he has left no blueprint. His ghost speaks to the strayi%buj
Marxist much as heaven spoke to Omar Khayyam: |

T
and long

1SS}

)11 ¢
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"Then to the rolling Heaven itself T cried, 3
Asking 'What lamp has destiny to guide

Her little children stumbling in the &rk?'
And, 'A blind understanding' Heaven replied.”

e —— (IRISH COMMUNIST, October, 1976)  : tH




A~bomb
actise; ‘
e LETTER TO THE EDITOR
nunlistd

1d many
f trang I have two pcints to make on your editorial obituary of Mao

[se Tung, The Last Of The Great Leninistge

half | 1) Your definition of Leninism is debatable. You define it
onal s "the rapid modernisation of backward societies under the
'+ for Buthoritarian rule of a :evolutlonary elite- Surely Lenin's
In g kreatest contribution was in the practical applicarion of Marxist
v takegrinciples to national circumstances. The failure of the communist
1ite [Jovement in industrial countries (the Italian Communist Party
udge Mj}miuded) has been its failure to do just that. (Mao of course
14d Was a Leninist in both senses.)
udged |

is a | 2) You go on to say that Leninism as you define 1t has

b1most exhausted its historical mission in the world. This also
is doubtful. South Vietnam is at present rapidly modern131ng in a
ist urecnrless Stalinist fashion and the likelihood is that other
was ountries in Asia will follow suit. Similarly if the exported
in its fevolution in Angola takes root the Stalinist pattern of develop-
side, &ent may well acquire®new force throughout Africa.

Victory
followg Yours fraternally,

and monp
- ways, } Dave Alvey

- strong
ng | THE POLITICS OF REVOLUTIONARY CHINA - PART ONE:
- the |
inues }
C o THE ROAD TO  SOCIALISM
1d long
‘ective §
Othe
trayin

It cannot reasonably be expected that the political career of
o Tse- tung will continue for many more years, no matter how
obust the ageing Chairman appears, and it can be assumed that his
)assing will be followed by a rapld escalation of the simmering
olitical struggle in China. It is thus important for Communists
lnmughout the world to assess the political situation in that
ountry in order to be able to comment with any degree of authority
n expected events. The B&ICO has in the past dealt with aspects
f Chinese foreign policy and has issued a policy statement
ntitled The Communist Party Of China And The Twentieth Congress
f the Lommunlst Party oL The Soviet Union, but little investigatim




has been carried out on the internal politics of the Peoples'
Republic. This and subsequent articles will attempt to introduc
such a discussion by outlining the main historical features of

the Chinese Revolution in order that theoretical issues may late
be examined.

MARXISM - AN EASTERN PERSPECTIVE

In order to realistically assess the origin, rapid growth a
eventual attainment of state power by the Chinese Communist Part

it is necessary to look briefly at the historical events which
preceded its formation.

]

At the beginning of the twentieth century Chinese soclety
suffered from the twin evils of foreign exploitation and economi
stagnation. European intervention had begun in the mid-nineteen
century with the "Opium Wars" during which the British forcibly
opened China to foreign trade, and this interference had been
continued by the "Open Door'" doctrine proclaimed by the USA 1in
1899 which guaranteed "equal opportunity" to foreign powers in
economic and commercial "development" of China. The forceful
occupation of river port areas and the control of navigable rive
was central to Western policy. In addition the Japanese gains i
South Manchuria following the Russo-Japanese war in 1905 greatl
increased the total land area being held by foreign powers

Added to this burden of foreign exploitation was the retard
ing domestic social structure; equally important the semi-feudal
class structure in rural China meant that the peasants were
forced to part with any economic surpluses which they accumulate
These funds were wasted by the landlords by being channeled inte
non~growth areas. (The situation was not unlike that of the rac
rented Irish peasants of the 18th century.) The peasants had fa

centuries been ground to impotency by this continuing exploitati
which was supported by the Government.

Chinese society reacted against this state of affairs first
with the almost successful "Great Peace'" Rebellion of 1864 whict
was crushed by the Manchu forces aided by British army regulars
and mixed European and American mercenaries, and secondly with f
so—called "Boxer" Rebellion of 1900 which aimed at expelling
foreigners as well as the Manchu Emperors who had let them in.
The "Boxers" were also suppressed by a Western international
force. Reprisals included mass executionms, crushing indemnities
new concessions and legalised foreign garrisons. The defeat of

the Boxers did not however stop, but added to, the anti-Manchu,|
anti-Foreign Nationalist movement.




s . In 1911 a Republican Revolution overthrew the Manchu power
.roduce hut the subsequent Republican government was, due to its inherent
- of weakness, incapable of bringing about substantial change. TForeign
- later .;interventlon continued and Japan was able to grasp the opportunity
eiven by the outbreak of the First World War to ocecupy the German
bossessions in China and to present a set of twenty—one demands
phich in effect would reduce China to a vassal state. A second
revolution in 1916 brought to an end the five year rule of the
wth an8weak and unstable Republican government and the succeeding Govern-
- Partyjment reversed the Republican acceptance of the "Twenty—one demands'.
u_ch This Government, however, was unable to gain control over the
countryside and this failure resulted in the break-up of Govern-
ment nower and began the era of the warlords which was character-

ety Hsed by the existence of local belligerent enclaves.

~onomic| - "

_‘1eteent' It was against this background that the modern Nationalism of
-ibly [hina developed. In 1911 Sun Yat-sen had founded the -Kuomintang
cen Party (KMT)—Kuo = country, min = people, tang = party — the

A 1in atlonallst party. The policy of the pParty was summarised in

s in thun's 'three peoples princi‘ples"' - namely, democracy, nationalism,
ful and re-distribution of wealth. The intellectual youth who formed

e riverfthe natiopalist movement looked to Western democratic ideas as a
ains injmeans of modernising China and combatting the tlmldlty and
reatly nassiveness of Confucianism.

This radical intellectual modernisation movement culminated
retard-in the student demonstrations of May &4th 1919 which protested
feudal 'gamst the Versailles Treaty's award of Germany's Chinese
e koncessions to Japan. This movement is known as the "May the
lmulateourth" movement. After this date the fascination with Western
d into Bdeology weakened in favour of Marxism. The reason for this may
he racave been that Western democracy has never been embodied in a
had fo oherent set of principles which provides a blue—print for action.
oitatiofhe Western political theorists, Burke, Locke, etc, had given
theoretical expression to events which had already occurred and
thus were not effective as weapons to bring about desired change.
. firstlfowever, Marxism, especially in its Leninist gulse,was demonstra-
. which fed in the Russian Revolution to possess adequate potential to
rulars fFadically shake up a stagnant society, and enthusiastically
with tibffered itself as a dynamic instrument for revolution.

n in. | It is not surprising, therefore, that Chen Tu-hsiu, who had a
nal bonsiderable academic reputation and was leader of the 'New-Tide"
mities povement (radical intellectuals who felt humiliated by the Euro-
cat of peans monopolising their trade) began to look to Marxism as a
anchu, feans of obtaining national independence. In 1919 Chen approached
he newly formed "Socialist Study Group" (which had as one of its
pembers, Mao Tse—tung) and out of which a "MarXLst Study Group"

/.




grew in 1920. At this stage the Comintern became convinced thatommy
conditions were ripe for the formation of a Communist Party in hein
China and with its assistance a number of Marxist circkésa: were nti-
formed throughout the country and also among the many Chinese erm #
students who came to Europe in 1917/18 (the intellectuals who mper§
came together in Paris in 1920 included ChouFEn-lai and Teng Hsiaourg
p'ing). These groups came together to form the CPC, during its ontef
first party conference 1n Shanghai in 1921. onsiﬁ
| he l
grar]

THE ROAD TO POWER

Following its formation in 1921 the CPC began to criticise
the Nationalist KMT and build up an independent labour movement.hen
Its leaders advocated an attitude of aggression and exclusion grarj
towards exisfing political parties. The CPC was to represent thf thé
proletariat alone and to have no relations with other groups. ag nd
However, a clese link with the Comintern was agreed and under itommug
influence the CPC was persuaded to move away from 1ts isolationihis f
policy. At its second conference in 1922 the original sectarianommi
policy was abandoned and a resolution was adopted agreeing to anxposd
alliance with the Nationalists. This alliance later became knomffir:
as the "Inner Block". This policy meant that CPC members joilned |
the KMT as individuals while retaining their CPC membership.
Under this arrangement CPC members $oQn .Ccame €0 occupy influentiucce -. 
positions in the KMT. errory
utum
The death of the pro—communist leader, Sun Yat-sen, in 1925e esci
saw the appearance in that year of an extreme right~wing factionPC 1lef
in the KMT hostile to the CPC and favouring its expulsion from tore
alliance. Chen Tu-hsiu, now leader of the CPC, proposed a with-ommunj
drawal from the Inner Block but the Comintern insisted on ormed}
continuing the alliance. The following year (1926) General Chisbtainig
Kai-shek hit out against the growing CPC influence by arresting MT off
communist leaders and disarming workers in Canton. This coup byxtermf
the right accelerated the division of the KMT into left and righao wag
wing factions. The position of Stalin and the Comintern at thisgrch"
stage is clearly expounded in Stalin's speeches and writings  he nid
(published by the B&ICO in the pamphlet, Stalin On The Chinese |
Revolution). Dy
t the |
Drawing on the Leninist thesis of anti-imperialist revolutitrengty
he considered that it was important that the CPC continue to orth 4

cooperate with the national bourgeois KMT Party, and in particuled itsi
1ts left-wing, in order to bring about a revolutionary democratiome sof

government of workers and peasants which could easily be transfonow thi
med into a socialist government. He considered that the secondo effe,

Stage would be achieved easily because of the weak position of taid dot

bourgeoisie in China. It was pointed out that the tactics of nforme

8.




ed that JCommunists in China must of necessity differ from those adopted by

ty 1n | their Bolshevik counterparts because they were operating in an
- were fanti-imperialist context. Lenin had not countenanced any long-
nese  term cooperation with the Russian bourgeoisie because of their
who imperialist and reactionary nature. The anti-imperialist Chinese

ng Hsiaofbourgeoisie, however, were considered to have some progressive

ng 1ts fJcontent because of the very nature of their struggle. Stalin
considered that the struggle of the CPC within the alliance with
 the bourgeoisie depended on its exploitation of the anti-feudal
agrarian revolution and this should be actively promoted.

ticise This perspective was not enterrained by the leader of the CPC.
vement. fChen Tu-hsui, who accepted the Trotskyist thesis which ignored the
sion lagrarian struggle and unduly emphasised the capitalist development
sent thefof the country. Accordingly the CPC's basis among the peasants
ups. 'was not sufficiently consolidated and the subsequent massacre of

nder itsfcommunists in April 1927 by Chiang Kai-shek was largely due to
lationisfthis failure, In August of that year, however, the central
ctarian-,committee of the CPC published a self-criticism which thoroughly

g to an fexposed the leadership given it by the Trotskyist Chen and re-

me knownfaffirmed the Comintern position.

joined |

ip. Although the surprise attack by the KMT right was largely

fluentigsuccessful in destroying the CPC organisation by the use of mass
terror, Mao Tse-tung led an uprising in Hunan (known as "the
Autumn Harvest Uprising') and, althbough this resulted in failure,

in 1925 fhe escaped with a following to form a guerrilla army. The officid

faction JCPC leadership carried out subversive work in the cities but soon

from tiwore itself out in factional struggles. Thus the centre of the

a with— fcommunist movement moved te south China where rural soviets were

formed and by extensive land reform measures Mao was successful 1in

al Chianpbtaining peasant support and strengthened his army to withstand

esting [EMT offensives. Despite such successes the 1934 KMT campalgn to

coup by fexterminate the Red bases succeeded in encircling the Red Army.

nd righfMao was able to break ocut of this trap and began the heronic "Long

at this March" of 9,000 miles northwards on which more than four-fifths of

Ngs jthe ninety thousand soldiers perished.
inese |

During the march the politburo of the CPC met and placed Mao
Bt the head of the party. Mao and the survivors of the march
ptrengthened their position in an economically remcts base in the
to porth and proceeded to form another rural soviet. he KMT contin-
articuldued its offensive but the outbreak of war with Japan again made
nocratiggome sort of united front necessary. In 1936 Mao related to Edgar

transfonow that he was willing to unite once more with the KMT in order
second o effectively oppose Japan. The basis for such a compromise was
on of tHlRaid down in 1937 when it was agreed that the KMT should be

s of informed of all communists who. joined their party and KMT members

ayolutic

9.




were not to be recruited into the CPC. However, Mao had no
intention of sacrificing the essential basis of his 1ndependent
power and although the Red Soviet was renamed as a "Democratic
Border Region' and the Red Army officially placed under Chiang's
control and re-named the "Eighth Route Army", nothing had change
in reality and the independence of the Red area and Red army
remained.

In the anti-Japanese war the KMT fought defensive battles
and suffered heavy losses while the Communist forces used
guerrilla tactics and established base areas behind Japanese 1lin
These areas were gradually enlarged and by promoting the correctf
agrarian policy the Bed Army recruited many peasants into its §
ranks and grew rapidly in strength. After the Japanese surrenddl
in 1945 only the big towns and small rural corridors along the fj
railways were controlled by the KMT while the countryside was ing§
the hands of the communists. (The communist position was furtheyg
strengthened by the Soviet decision to give the Red Army the g
entire equipment of the 700,000 Japanese troops who had surrendeped
ed to them.) A United States attempt to bring about a coalitionng
Government between the rival forces failed and civil war broke &{
once again between the communists and KMT. -

At the beginning of ghis struggle the KMT were superior inefi
numbers but held unfavourable strategic positions in the North of f
North-West. Chiang insisted on defending these positions and hei
although he achieved initial successes the communist offensive o
1948 was successful in achieving a series of dramatic victories ftj
the North and swept Southwards. In 1949 Pekxi, surrendered. A any
second attempt at armistice failed and when a subsequent desperary
attempt to hold along the Yangtze river failed, the NationalistStj

surrendered, many of their leaders escaped to Taiwan and acrosssaf

the border into Burma. 1 b4
rog
i NEW DEMOCRACY  1949-54

The ending of the civil war m 1949 was held by the CPC to
the beginning of the bourgeois democratic revolution and :
accordingly, the CPC, although it was the strongest party and efd
controlled the Red Army, did not wield State power exclusively nly
but began an era of cooperation with non-communist parties and he 3
persons 1in reconstructing the national economy and the country.bh#
This strategy was in accordance with Leninist theory as adaptedhe
by Mao in his 1945 essay: On Coalition Government. The CPC alecil
had pragmatic reasons for such a coalition: they had not enougulti
skilled party members to staff the huge administrative apparatuheij
of Local Government and accordingly required the assistance of pop]
members of ccher parties. Thus the Provisional Government of 1%hei

10,
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) jwas made up of a coalition of the CPC and eight other minorc

ident gparties.

itic  F

ang's § The attempt to bring about at least the formal participation

hanged} of non-communists in Government was genuine on the part of the CPC,

1y although 1t maintained a clear control over the administration and
lensured that the other parties were subo*dinated to its leadership.
Thus the political programmes of the other parties were (until

“les 1957) similar to that in the CPC and many of their members joined
the CPC. They themselves had to accept communists in their

se lineforganisations. The CPC was well aware that 1n an economically

>rrect fbackward country it was of necessity a minority party and 1t took

1L £S measures to prevent the other parties uniting into an opposition.

rrendefMeasures were taken to prevent the strengthening of these parties:

the fthey were not allowed to enlist workers or peasants; nor establish

as 1n fyouth or student organisations; nor merge with any other party.

furthe®Fach group was further restricted by having to recruit its members

he from a specific category of the population and each could only

rrendeforganise on a local basis. (Yet despite these measures non-

lition fcommunist parties did form the basis of an opposition which

roke ogbecame public during the "Hundred Flowers' period.)

_ The era of the new democracy saw two far-reaching social
or in freforms carried into effect which totally destroyed the remmants
orth afgof feudalism remaining in the rural areas. The first of these was
and the Land Reform Movement of 1950-53. During the civil war the CPC
sive offought on the basis of its slogan, '"The Land To The Tiller", and
ories Jafter 1949 a policy aimed at re—distributing the land of the
. A Handlords and rich peasants was put into effect. The peasants
esperafwere incited to attack the landlords and selze their property.
alistsf'Struggle Rallies" were held in which tbhe peasants were united ip
cross PPeasant Associations and in some cases armed by the Feoples
J.iberation Army. Landlords and others were apprehended and
brought before the Peoples' Courts and "Struggle Rallies”. The
campaign was accompanied by considerable violence and it 1is
estimated that five million were killed.

PC to §

| Although the peasant excesses alarmed the government 1t
and refrained from restraining them on the basis that feudalism could
ively fonly be finally eradicated and the landlord class exterminated by
s and Jthe use of such violence. The movement was very successful 1in

intry. Rthieving a re=distribution of landed property and in a few years
dapted Rhe peasants became the owners of the land they tilled. The

CPC als@ecipients of théf.land?however, contented themselves with private
enoughfcultivation and were not interested in providing the state with
paratusftheir surpluses for investment in industry. This lack of

ce of feooperation was one of the chief factors which contributed to

of 194%their subsequent loss of the land again through the collectivisa-

11.
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‘into 'agriculatural production co-operatives" in which the membe

12,

tion movement. airlf

: . c ] . 1inety
The second important reform in this period was the Marrlag%ﬂjdré
Reform Movement of 1950-52 which was designed to emancipate afted
women and liberate the younger generation. Arranged marriages i{ﬂl i
were prohibited, liberal divorce legislation introduced and ]
polygamy outlawed. This campaign, like the land reform, was P?
carried out by meetings throughout the country at which indiVidﬁua:hf
uals were criticised and brought before "Struggle Rallies". A Fato—t
good deal of injustice and hardship occurred especially where |

older concubines had to leave their husbands' houses and be&mmazzzfe.
destitute and Where local party members used the law to acquinaéed‘f;
wives who had been forced into divorces with the help of ”Stmqgnd n
rallies". The malpractices which occurred were cfiticised by t
Party leadership and although the movement was only partially

successful it did result in the emancipation of women and struck
a fatal blow at feudal social arrangements.

wnersH

TH
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1954-57 THE ERA OF SOCIALIST TRANSFORMATION ' mbatk s
e e e et et e — -‘

n a dy

The overall success of the Land and Marriage Reform@Movemaolicyj
brought the bourgeois democratic revolution to an end (much &mmeeriﬁ
than Mao had expected in his 1940 essay, On New Democracy), and ;75 o i o
1954 1t was announced that the Socialist transformation of the ]

country should begin. The decision to move so soon into the

second phase of revolution was due in large part to economic

considerations. It was becoming clear in 1953 that the distrib
tion of the land to the peasants would neither guarantee food

supplies for the cities nor provide sufficient funds for invest:
ment. The revolutionary potential of the peasants had been ome toi
exhausted when they took possession of the land and they were respei
withholding the harvest surplus from the State and evading taxes, 1e i
on a large scale. Thus in order to ensure economic progress, o .}
agricultuezl production had to be increased and a better systen'. i

) : ... : 1nority
of control instituted so that the additional capital was securec. |

) ., 1ne it |
for investment in industry. iterar

Y - » . . R - S a f 0 -
To achieve this a policy of collectivisation was proposed.Ormal ;
This began by the formation of "mutual aid teams" which acquire ;

: o .ave bed
machinery and tools jointly. These teams were later developedlodern F

lodern
jointly worked their private property with the co-op machinery'o the =

and tools. Members were renumerated on the basis both of the1%eretic£
done and the amount of property brought into the scheme. The rtists i
Co—ops were then further developed by the eliminatien. of the ound it
private property of their members (other than houses and VegEtﬁampaig;;
plots) and the payment ot them solely on the basis of their wor ‘

. .. ) : rature,?
rate. This step-by-step collectivisation went ahead rapidly gt g Péf

ailurg




 fairly smoothly and by Spring 1957 it was estimated that over
) :.ninety per cent of the rural population was collectivised 1into
C138€ ¥ fully developed co—-ops. Production also increased substantially
 (after an initial decrease) and soon reached and exceeded the very
€S Fhigh 1931-37 levels. '

> | Parallel with agricultural collectivisation, the owmership of
 the industrial means of production was changed firstly into joint
state~-private property and later into state property. The

re bourgeois factory owners were adequately compensated and in many
came Ek.oces retained as salaried directors or managers because of the
;ulre need for their skills. Within a few short years both agriculture
LIUEERand industry had been transferred fo collective and state

by thq mership.

1y i

truck § Thése new policies were extraordinarily successful and the
general standard of living rose higher than at any time since
11937. However at this stage the CPC under Mao's influence
lembarked on two novel experiments which set the Poeple's Republic
on a different road from that which a more cautlous orthodox
ovemen@n,iicy would have permitted. The second and more radical of the
 soon@e eriments involved a complete divergence from socialist economic
, and ¥ 1icies and can be shown to be directly attributable to the

the failure of the first — the Hundred Flowers Movement.

he | _ i

ic | | THE HUNDRED FLOWERS MOVEMEN%:]

stribuj R

ood | Many intellectuals were attracted to the communist movement
nvesSt~hiy the 1930s by its consistent anti-Japanese attitude and they had
I come to regard it as the only force capable of regaining for China

ere a respected place in the world. After 1949 many of these intelle-

, Laxes lctuals hoped for the establishment of a pronounced democratic
>SS, oovernment. The CPC on the other hand realistically assessed 1its
System Riority position in the country and adopting a strict Leninist
securedlyi o i+ firmly controlled na only other pelitical parties but also
literary and artistic circles which might otherwise be manipulated
as a forum for political opposition by forces which could not find
pos?d. normal political expression. (Observers of the Soviet Union might
ch‘lrEd ave been puzzled when the authorities broke up a recent Moscow
loped Rdern art exhibitiom while Soviet tourist literature lauds the
memberfy dorn Art Collection in Leningrad's Hermitage Museum - the answer

inery o the apparent contradiction appears to be that dead art, however
the WOR.yetical, in a museum is harmless, while a living socliety of
hThe artists might conceal a potential opposition group.) Thus the CPC
he

Ye_getab kampaigns in 1950 and 1955, to destroy counter—revolutionary lit-
ir work erature, and to censor all artistic expression. This had been
dly and Mao's position as earliy as 1942 when he expressed the view 717 the

13.

found it necessary to subject the intellectuals to "thought reform"
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Yenan Talks that all literature and art must serve the workers r7iew. 5
and peasants. ' :Stimaf
| 1010y 1r

However, the zeal with which the CPC suppressed the intellece—cong
tuals led to a paralysis in the University and research institutiervicd
lons and the needs of the economy began to suffer. A certain 1ad asd
relaxation was needed and after 1956 a great freedom of expressiranted.
was tolerated. This new policy was accelerated by Mao when he :he marn
instigated a unique experiment in the following years by allowirpitomi
a period of complete freedom of expression under the slogan, "Letruggl
A Hundred Flowers Bloom, Let A Hundred Schools Of Thought Contered), b
It 1s suggested that several factors influenced his decision, in the |
notably: | 3UPpOrty
1. The 1956 Hupgarian uprising and the prospect of a simil ]
eruption in China unless repressed grievances could be expressed Maj
2. the view that the extensive changes since 1949 had fouwf all i
support among a wide section of the populace; and »0s1tiof

3. consequently any criticisms would be aimed at defects Hand1inj
the system rather than at its fundamental basis. 1 great;

)rder hd

At first the critics were slow to voice their opinions andefween?

only after they were guaranteed complete freedom did a compreheweople”
| sive criticism set {x. Demands for free elections, academic  should
freedom, a parliamentary system, better material conditions andires but
even the resignation of the government emerged. The Chatrman |
himself came under attack. The sharpness of the criticisms that , Thd
eventually "bloomed" and the extensive support that the critics 'Bloomin
received, not only among intellectuals but also among workers adiction |
peasants, took the party by surprise. Demonstrations against thHid not ]
CPC took place in many areas and party cadres were subjected toiature ol
abuse. There rapidly appeared an extensive movement of oppositihe "enédl
and resistance which threatened the continuance of communist T |
Mao was forced to recognise that he had over—estimated the The
political support for the CPC and to halt the movement. Not onlhat traj
was the movement ended but the CPC. began to counter-attack and :hat of ]
up-root the "poisonous weeds" whiach had grown among the "fragraropulatil
flowers". A revised draft of Mao's speech contained clear lecessar;
criteria for criticism which were omitted from the original terherefori
These criteria, briefly stated, limited criticisms to those whicarge sef
were constructive in achieving socialism. Thus it was made £ the c¢
possible to purge those whose criticisms were harmful to the

communist movement and in fact extensive purges of intellectuals
took place in 1958,

It has been suggested that the whole movement was nothing
more than a trap to force the opposition to expose themselves si
that they could be dealt with. The CPC itself expressed this
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rs  view. However, a more realistic assessment would be tkAt Mao over-
estimated his political support. The rapid expansion of the eco-
nomy in the years 1950-57, the progress in industrialisation and

e1lecl re-construction, and the establishment of an educational and health

s rut-f service, did not of themselves guarantee political support as Mao
n had assumed. Mao's assumption had by Leninist terms been unwar-
-essiof ranted. Both Lenin and Stalin were keenly aware that they lacked

 the mandate of the vast majority of the population, (this was
lowingl epitomised by the Stalinist conception that the intensity of class
, "Letj struggle was sharpened as the achievements of Socialism accumula-
»ntendf ted), but they were willing to carry out gigantic economic tasks
in the interests of the future proletariat even though they were

he

(1,
 supported by only a small minority.
similaf
essed;} Mao, on the other hand, be@lieved that he could win the support

foundjof all classes, notably the peasants and intellectuals. This
position propounded by him in his 1957 speech, On The Correct

cts infHandling Of Contradictions Among The People, admitted that although
2 great number of contradictions remained even after a socialist
order had been established, these wer¢ att however "contradictions

- and WBbetween the enemy and the pecople", but "contradictions among the

rehen-§ people”. They were not, therefore, of an antagonistic nature and

 should not be resolved by dictatorial use of authoritarian meas-—

C

. and Bures but by open discussion.

nan |

. thatl . The vast majority of the criticisms expressed during the

- +ics §"Blooming" unfortunately fell into the first category of contra-
~rs andidiction and demonstrated clearly that the support of "the people
st thddid not in fact exist. This is hardly surprising when the class
~d to [nature of the majority of the population placed it in the camp of

bositidfthe "enemy'.

ist rull
The failure of the liberalisation forced Mao to conclude

ot onldthat transformation of consciousness would not necessarily follow
and Kthat of reality, i.e., an increase in the living standards of the
ragranf§population under the guidance of a socialist government would not
_~ necessarily make that same population favourable to socialism. He
a1 tex@therefore decided to eradicate the petty bourgeois aspirations of
o whiclllarge sections of the population by mass overnight communisation

of the country, a Titanic experiment.

=)

-he |
sctualsh

P .McMORROW
(Irish Communist, June 1976)

thing §
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THE POLITICS OF REVOLUTIONARY CHINA - PART 11

o
THE GREAT LEAP FORWARD upp)
fou1;

Impressive achievements in the field of economic developmenf®T
were accomplished by the CPC during the years 1954-57 - the era ¢
Socialist Transformation. Industrialisation of the economy L

_nte;
proceeded on lines similar to that &f the USSR and a systematlc.ntea
attempt at comprehensive planning was made on a national scalee;sed
The first Five Year Plan governing the years 1953-57 was officid ard
announced 1n 1955. By that year detailed plans for industry, :ogu
transport, trade, agriculture and capital construction were bein| pd
fairly effectively implemented. These plans emphasised investmer.

‘reatj
1n basic and heavy industry and the main effort was centred arou

the few hundred large projects which the USSR was helping to 'uff“

rould
construct. 1
leveli

‘he b
7ithi]

The Hundred Flowers Movement was accompanied by:a limited
degree of economic liberalisation. Free markets for certain
agricultural products were again permitted and private plots onc
more became a source of income for the peasantry. The degree of
liberalisation was, however, severely limited and the overall
industrialisation of the country followed closely on the lines o
the Soviet experience. Thus the future development of the econo,
might have been expected to involve a period of consolldatlon,

expansion of production in all sectors and a gradual 1ncrease in
the living standards of the population.
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However, the abrupt ending of the Hundred Flowers Movement
July 1957 saw the emergence of a new Chinese concept of develop-
ment, proposed by Mao Tse—tung as an alternative to the orthodox
Leninist line. The appearance of this new policy was not only
contemporaneous with the ending of the Hundred Flowers Movement,
but can reasonably be described as a direct result of Mao's dis-
1llusionment at the lack of popular support and his grow1ng
conviction that it was 1mp0551b1e to create a communist consciou
ness among the masses by improving living standards. The new

policy proposed by him to remedy the situation can justly be
called "Maoist'".
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THE NEW LINE fﬁw 13
e Ireé

| . o o 4arsh_
The first Five Year Plan had given priority to the deV810p10wev

ment of capital-intensive heavy industry. Great pride was taken aden
in the development of electric power and up-to-date machinery mlateri
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 techniques of production that had been introduced ln an increasing
number of factories and mines. However, in a country with limited

supplies of capital the overall development of the economy could

not proceed at a uniform rate, as the limited supply of capital

pment §
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would be required in the industrial sector, thus leaving little

 for agriculture.

Mao decided that this problem could be overcome if a labour-

 intensive concept of development was substituted for the capltal-
 Intensive one, i.e., the vast reservoir of Chinese labour would be

used to develop the countryside and mass movements would be

organised to carry out vast projects. The participation of the
population in large scale projects designed to promote the common

good would help break down their petty-bourgeois outlook and
create a communist consciousness, and the temporary hardships

 suffered together would create new social beings. The masses
lwould see that a great communal effort could speed up the pace of

| development. It would be possible to catch up and surpass

ted
n |
S once
ee of

11
nes oOff

on,
se 1n

 the blg capitalist countries in industrial and agriculturval output
within a few years.

The plan called for the merging of the agriculfural coopera-

tives infto bigger units of production. These large collectives

would be less strongly influenced by the profit motive and capable
lof greater output. This development of larger units was the cent-
eCOonOTR ral theme of the new policy. The development of heavy industry

'was to continue but agriculture was to be regarded as equal with

industry in the overall development plan. Small industries were

to be set up to supply the agricultural collectives with simple

ment
elop-
hodox
nly
ment,
. dis-

¥y
J

1€W
e

velop-

taken §

vy and

.Btools and other purely local needs. These industries were to be
foutside the national plan and controlled locally. It was hoped
 that they would ease the demand on the national economy, thus
allowing agriculture and industry to develop simultaneously.

This new policy of accelerated economic development was not

immediately accepted by the party. Although the Chairman himself

. was calling for such a policy substantial opposition remained.
1Scioush

Many leading party officials continued to emphasise the more
orthodox capital intensive development policy. But the radicals

gradually increased their influence in the politburo and by Spring
1958 Mao had won over a majority of the party leadership to his
new line. Some critics yet remained, the most notable of whom was

the respected revolutionary veteran and Minister for Defence,
Marshall P'eng Te-huai, who openly opposed the Chairman's line.
However, Mao had gained the support of most of the influential
leaders including Lim Shao—chi and Teng Hsiao-P'ing. (It was
later alleged that Liu had consistently opposed Mao's line but
the documentary evidence shows that Tiu had placed himself on the
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radical side at an early stage and had enthusiastically embracedi,,4
the new line even before it was generally accepted.) Ry Apgust anf
1958 the establishment of agricultural super—collectives or Ehéi
"People's Communes" was adopted as party policy. thi;

THE NEW POLICY IN PRACTICE

Up to_the end of 1957 rural China was organised in agricultéz
ral production co-operatives which generally comprised one villa,, o
or thereabouts. The members and their families lived in their oy, 4
private houses while machines, tools, animals and cultivated lang, i
were owned.collectively. Members were paid for work done and seed
often received production bonuses. In 1958 the co—ops hegan n35r0§
merged into larger units in accordance with Mao's new line. BY sasi
mid-July most areas had been sucessfully reorganised. srod

3 f |
The commune differed from the co-operative in that not ONLIYE ) ams

were tools, machines, land etc. owned in common but houses, hom%ndz
hold tools, small animals, and other sundry items also were S f f
transferred to communal ownership. Meals were eaten together in |
canteens, children and babies deposited in nurserieg, and the
elderly sent to old-peoples' homes. Even in some rare cases thez 3,
population of the commune was divided according to sex and house, £ 14
in different barracks. Work was strictly controlled and labour; .
was organised on military lines with the leaders having the Samer 4 ;o
power over members as military officers. Payment was based on nor¥£
the slogan, "to each according to his needs”, and a high proport, .34
of wages paid in kind rather than cash. | F1aal
, , and |
The introduction of the commune movement brought about a NI
substantial degree of de-centralisation. Each commune had a vomed
local governing body or "representative conference" elected bY ¢ 4
members (other than counter-revolutionaries, bad elements and Field
right deviationists) which in turn elected a leadership committes . -,
This committee dealt with administration, planning, transport,
public works, small industries, book-keeping, banking, marketing

and supply, education, medical services and much more, and was vere
virtually independent of the central government. The remaining:hil:
link between the central authority and the communes concerned 8505 7
system of 'production guarantees'", ie, before the harvest the From |
commune guaranteed the State a certain amount of produce and Wase . A
bound by this guarantee. If the guarantee was not fulfilled the i

members had to make good the shortfall out of their own rations.

*

Extremely favourable weather conditions were largely respor |
sible for a very high yield from the first harvest after the .o .

communes were established. The publication of the high productly; ee i
data in the press convinced the CPC of the success of the colleg o1 oo

18.




people were exhorted to even greater

t W collectivisation. By September 1958 it was reported that 90.4% of
' the population had been communised. The Party began to talk about
| the beginning of the fransition to communist sociefy.

cd B ivisation programme and the

i The year 1958 also saw a sudden drive for the large-scale
utilisation of 1abour-intensive techniques €O produce industrial
11tUg o00ds with crude equipment. The 1mportance of modern factories
| 1agl yas never played down; the massive employment of crude equipment
r oWl .14 methods was merely to be superimposed on the development of
land® podern capital-intensive plants. The Greafr Leap programme had
 heen designed to enable China to owéer-vgke the per caplta heavy
to bt production of Britain within fifteen years. Thus steel pr~duction
By §was vitally important and the most famous attempt at boosting
production in accordance with the new theory was the establishment
 of backyard blast furnaces made of crude clay and bricks. These
nly | furnaces used as raw material all kinds of ore, rpal, and scraps,
ouseq and 'broduction battles’ were waged to increase the national oufput
| of steel from five million tons to OVer eleven million tons.

| A description of the working of the new policy 1s giv3$”b?r
the §fdear Snow who describes the high point of the Leap in the autumn
oused of 1958 as follows: "The wave of socialist construction swept
bour '_ into 1958 as millions leaped forward along the 'general line' of
same § 1a3iming high and going all out tO schiever greater, better and
on  §mre economical results’. Forelign visitors saw 4 countryside 1n
pOTti® opyulsion, as armies of blue-clad peasants, drums beating and
| flags wavling, attacked their joint rasks of cultivating, digging

and building as 1if committed to battle. Newspapers carried reports .
the fields day and night’ and of

v Y

a  of people 'eating and sleeplng in

A  vomen cadres who ' worked forty-eight and seventy~-two hours with-
by t ': out a rest'. At this rime twelve and fourteen hour days in the

nc:l  fields were common and press reports told of people collapsing from
mtttee  fatigue.” (Red China Today, p4L3).

rt,

eting g "mass feeding at canteens became COMMON- Strong young women
was  were brought into work and someone had to come to care for their

ning R pildren and household chores; community services were organised.

ed a swarms of office workers, students, and intellectuals were sent
some of them set up spare-time schools

1€ from the towns to help out;

nd was ¥ ¢gr jl1literates.” (ibid, p414)

ed the §

tions. § THE FAILURE OF THE LEAP

Irespon' Although official Chinese propaganda still describes the Leap
he las a great victory for the party's general line the facts tell a

oductl10Bjifferent story. The Commune Movement and its accompanying fever-

collect@ich work rate was <hort-1ived. The movement had begun too
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suddenly for all the physical and social implications to be fully |
understood, even among the eight or nine million cadres of péasa:!-e__
origin not to say the peasant masses. The basic requirements wertS :
almost everywhere inadequate: — the rapidly constructed canteensby"
lacked equipment, nurseries were staffed by inexperienced and
hastily recruited personnel and the vast majority of the admini- letd
strative staff were unqualified for the tremendous tasks which OPH
they faced. The very greatly (and unrealistically) increased €T
agricultural production quotas worked out between the State and ]
the commune planners had not taken into account the voice of the |
actual producers - the agricultural production teams. The cadresCh
who were answerable for both quota. fulfilment and statistics wérePe
often self-deceived and consequently gross exaggerations appeare(WeE
in the national harvest figures. Accountancy, too,was freque*:atly_de'f
deficient. (In addition many communes made things more difficull?h
by taking the preclamation of the 'transition to communism' LTy
literally. Believing that communist society had indeed arrived fo 3
and that the state was withering away, they severed connectilons
with the central authority.) This rapid de—centralisation of S€C
planning and administration of the economy resulted in the mis- €Onj
allocation of materials and caused a severestrain on communicati@ll
The "production battles', too, often impaired the health of the Wil
population and caused such a lack of equilibrium in the natiomalP©
economy that chaos was unavoidable. Crij

The arrival of Winter saw the beginning of the peasants’ ]
resistance to the commune programme. By October the peasants we1955'.
refusing to work in military formations, meals were being secret 196
eaten at home instead of the canteen, children were taken away ':ﬁ_
from nurseries, and old people began returning to their own home S€W
It was becoming increasingly appatent to the party that the Leap62
was in trouble and a retreat from its radical policies had alre:dur]
begun before the end of 1958. Although there is no public recordlal]
of a general reversal of the Leap policies, the Wuhan conferenceP¥O
in November/December ended the construction of barracks and Fam
guaranteed the peasants' private ownership of dwetlings, gardens Pe 1
and pets. This conference showed a marked retreat from the aims CODj
of the Leap and although a Commumist social order was still the lltf'
ultimate aim it was now postponed to the distant future. 1561

lan{

As his policy came under a rising tide of criticism it was PTO
announced in December that Mao had decided not to be a candidate thi
for a second time as Chairman of the Republic, but in future woi €O~}
concentrate his energies on dealing with the question of the The}
direction, policy and line of the party and the state. Many sa
this as an open acknowledgement of the defeat of his policies.

Open critics of the policy, however, were not tolerated. Earlu
in the year Peng Te—hual had been purged as a result of his oper LTS}

Cult
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| brought the Leap to a close in that vear.

away

n homes§ . ' )
62 gross national output dropped by 20% to 30%Z from the high point

| during the Leap, per capital income fell by roughly 32%,
- 1al production dropped by 40 to 45%.

- production, natural disasters and bad weather destroyed harvests.

e Leap
- alread
record

erence
d

ardens,§ '
| conferences 1in November 1960 and January 1961 so that they bore

| little resemblance to the idea formulated in 1958.
1961 free markets were extended to villages and 5 - 10% of the
~ land was made available for private plots.
| production team became the basic accountancy unit;
| this meant a retreat to the level of the lower agricultural

e alims
~ the

t was
1didate

1iTe woull
: The wheel had turned full circle.

“he

iny sawv §

~1es.

Earlierg
Ls open§ :
' Cultural Revolution.

by implication of petty-bourgeois fanaticism.
- sharply counter attacked by declaring that:
 letter of opinion constitutes an anti-party outline of Rightist

- error but it 1s planned, organised, prepared and purposeful"”.

cadres | chose to follow Peng.
- were subjected to "rectification campaigns"”.
- deliberately wrought confusion in the Marxist-Leninist theory of
~ the dictatorship of the proletariat.
| irreconcilable confrontation of antagonistic
| formula of a dictatorship of all classes, of the masses, or of
 the people.
 sclentific definition of social classes he had proposed a vague
- conception which allowed him maximum freedom to identify his

| allies and attack his opponents, strictly on the terms of their
| willingness to adhere to his personal theories.
 politicies of the Leap were progressively abandoned by the party,
b critics of those policies were not tolerated.

| letter to Mao complaining of his lack of understanding of social-

ist laws of planned and proportionate development and accusing him

Mao, 1n turn, had
"Peng Te~huai's

opportunism. It is by no means an accidental or individual

Mao had threatened to organise guerrilla bands if the PLA

This threat had been sufficient to have
Peng and bhis followers purged by the party and further critics
Indeed, Mao had

He had substituted for the
classes 3 bastard

In place of concrete objective criticism and a

Thus although the

Officially, at any rate, the Great Leap continued throughout
1959 and although the surge on the industrial front lasted into
1960, the withdrawal of Soviet technicians and a second bad harvesr

In the next few years a
severe economic depression hit China and at the low point of 1960-

industr-
As well as the fall 1in

Famines and epidemics were reported. Further adjustments had to
be made in the structure of the people's communes at the party

In QOctober

In January 1962 the
in effect,

co-operatives since both units had the same number of households.

I THE ROAD TO THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION I

The debacle of the Great Leap and the wholesale rescission of
its programmes created a situation which led directly to the

Behind a facade which presented outward unlty
p
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two distinct factions emerged 1n the CPC. The moderates led by
Liu and Teng began to criticise the policies of the Leap and to
blame the subsequent set-backs more on the unscientific policies
adopted than on the natural disasters., In 1962 Liu wrote:~ "In
the past several years many shortcomings and mistakz=s have
occurred in our work. The cadres and members of the whole party
and even the great majority of the people have all had personal
experience of this. They have starved for two years" (Dittmer;

"ILiu Shao-chi", pd3).

Mao on the other hand continued to identify himself with the
Leap's objectives; he seems to have felt that the Leap's failure
did not reflect its intrinsic demerits but only the strength of
the reactionary elements. In 1963 he wrote in his essay, Where
Do Correct Ideas Come From?, that: "In social struggle the forc
representing the advanced class sometimes suffer defeat not beca
their ideas are incorrect but because in the balance of the forc:
engaged in struggle they are not as powerful for the time being :
the forces of reaction; they are therefore temporarily defeated
but they are bound to triumph sooner or later."”

Thus the two factions consolidated their positions. The Mac
1sts held to their vision of the mass mobilisation of human labao
to change reality through consciousness (“politics in command").
The moderates held the view that human lavour could only replace
capital investment to a limited degree and emphasised objective
economic conditions as the chief determinant of consciousness.
The moderates, moreover, held control and therefore pursued a
policy of re—adjusting the economy to consolidate the industrial
sector and gradually mechanise agriculture. They extended the
number of private plots and privately owned animals, and created
further free markets. Production guarantees were transferred to
individual peasant households. As a result of these measures, t
economy began to recover.

The difference of policy between the factions would not
remain hidden for long, however, and within a short few years
China was once again thrown into turmoil; this time in the
Cultural Revolution.

l POSTSCRIPT: SOME ECONOMIC CONSIDERATIONS |

Despite the ideological overtones of the Great Leap Forward
the economic problems faced by the CPC leadership in the late
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1950s were not dissimilar to those confronting other developing makes

Third World countries. The aspirations of any young nation
emerging from colonial domination tend towards independence in :
spheres, especially in the key area of economic development.
Economic independence however dooms the isolationist to reliance
on its own meagre resources of investment capital. It was theref
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umnatural for some elements in the CPC leadership to lock to .

Y
-0 China's abundant supply of unskilled labour as a substitute for
LeS investment capital. Though China has attained a high level of
'Tn J technological development in selected economic sectors, labour-
 intensive or semi—labour—intensive methods continue to be utilised.
rty B Given the large reserve of untrained man—power, the developing
al  nature of China's skilled man—power pool, and other constraints,
r; W the use of labour—intensive Or semi—-labour—intensive technology
would appear to make sense. However, it is in the elevation of
" the labour—-intensive technology to a leading principle of economic
Ture | development, overshadowing capital-intensive technology, that the
of | danger 1ies. The Great Leap Forward clearly illustrated the
re | i herent weakness of such a policy.
orces . . . . .
ecaud It is the labour—-intensive aspect of China's economic
rorced policies - without the Maoist excesses - which many Third World
ing af countries have found attractive. This policy is found to accord
s ted  better to their present level of national development and results
in better use of evisting resources. The point is well illustrated
by the case of two -extile mills in Tanzania. One was built with
Mao- Chinese aid and equipped with Chinese machinery; it relied on
1 about cemi-labour intensive technology and employed nearly 3,000 workers.
ar) . e other mill was built with French assistance and was equipped
lace vith modern .machinery from the west; it was fully automated and
sve | employed only 1,500 workers. It may be argued that the Chinese-
5. j equipped textile mill provided a better utilisation of Tanzanian
a resources given the available pool of manpower and its skill level.
rial The mill provided employment for a larger number and because 1t
he - relied on semi—labour—intensivf@ techrology the loczl labour was
ated | able to master the machinery better. On the other hand, the French
.d to -built mill employed fewer workers and relied greatly on the
s, the expatriate labour force l?ef:ause of the more complex'machineryﬂ In
' the case of the French mill there had been an over—import of
| technology. In the context of sel f-reliance and national develop-
L ment, it can be argued that in this instance China's level of
s technology was ''correct' for Tanzania, not only allowing better
utilizatlion of existing resources but also providing a greater
 sense of independence Dby allowing Tanzanians themselves to operate
 the machinery. (Example quoted from The Maoist Model: Appeal,
Relevance And Applicability, by George T. Yu.) R
rward,} -
te It is the attainability of such limited economic goals which
yping § makes the Chinese development attractive to Third World countries.
1
> in aly Patrick McMorrow
C . | (August 1976, Trish Communist)
liance
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THE POLITICS OF REVOLUTIONARY CHINA:  PART THREE

THE GREAT PROLETARIAN CULTURAL REVOLUTION

Chairman Mao Tse—tung was one of the world's foremost revoly
tionary leaders. Mao was the last great politician of an era -
which was characterised by the fact that political life relied
heavily on the individual personalities of authoritarian dictator
And although the rapid emergence of the Peoples' Republic of Chin
as a modern state owed a great deal to the force and vitality of
his unique persocnality, the important political conflicts which
divided the CPC during his reign, and which have not been resolve
upon his demise, need to be examined in detail. We have focussed
on a number of these dissensions in which the salient features of
Mao's unique brand of Marxism were 11lustrated. These theories
were again crystallised in the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolu-
tion.

Although a majority of the leadership favoured the adoption, |
of such a programme, the experience of the failure of the Creat
Leap Forward resulted in the development of two conflicting
factions within the CPC leadership. The aftermath of the "Leap"
saw the moderate faction led by Liu Shao-chi holding effective
political power. Mao had resigned from office and the Maoist
faction was temporarily without political contro]. The "
pursued policies involving the gradual mechanisation of agricul-
ture and the consolidation of the modern industrial sector. The
idea of changing the consciousness of the masses through labour
was replaced by the gradual introduction of material incentives f
increase production. Individual incentive, too, was encouraged
and individual peasant households were to be the basic unit/pfo&
uction. All this was to be accompanied with a gradual extension
of freedom of expression, provided direct political statements we
not involved. Indeed it is conceivable that had Mao not rudely
interrupted this process by initiating the Gultural Revolution,
China would have developed along a less stringent and less revoly
tionary path.

CONFLICTING VIEWS l

The confusing events of the Cultural Revolution have been
subjected to thousands of words of analysis. Briefly speaking,
these studies may be divided into two main categories: the offi-
cial Chinese version of the grand plan formulated by Mao to unse:
the Party Secretary - an arch political manipulator, well versed
in the art of weathering campalgns and the subsequent repression.
This plan is declared to hkave been formulated and executed by May

in carefully planned steps during which he guided the parttcipati
24, |
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' of the masses, as iLf conducting an orchestra, to determine the
outcome 1n his favour.

The opposing view tends to dismiss the grand plan and consi-

 ders Mao as a "'great evperimenter’ who conceived of the Cultural

Revolution as a mass mobilization experiment which did not in fact
follow any definite plan and which at times went beyond his con-—
trol. This view considers that the end result was not what Mao

 originally intended.

The 50th anniversary of the foundation of the CPC in 1971 saw

| the publication in Peking Review (No. 27, July) of a lengthy arti-

le on the history of the CPC. The Cultural Revolution is explai-
wed as follows: "Only by arousing the bradd masses to expose our
dark aspect (ie, revisionism -~ ed.) openly in an all round way and
' from below would it be possible to clean out the Liu Shao-chi
renegade clique, temper hundreds of millions of people in the

- class struggle, educate them in the struggle against revisionism
.nd enable them to gain experience in seizing back that portion of
- power which had been usurped by a handful of capitalist roaders.

"armed with quotations frd.: Chairman Mao Tse-tung the masses

took part in debates and gradually learnt how tO distinguish good
' and bad people, and between the proletarian revolutionary line and

the bourgeois reactionary line, and how to carry out Chairman

Mao's proletarian revolutionary line and politics correctly. In

this way the whole country became a great school for tae living

study and application of Mao Tsetung Thought, and the broad

msses learnt in the stormy struggle what they could not learn in

' normal times."

| This view was absorbed in one gulp and regurgitated by some

| vestern intellectuals of the time. A good example is afforded by,

| The Cultural Revolution In China, by Joan Robinson, a 'Marxist"
sconomist and Professor of Economics at Cambridge. She re-states
the Chinese position without comment (save to add a few pathetic-—

| ally misguided attacks on Stalin) and raised the whole process of

| the Cultural Revolution into a further development of Marxism

applicable to all revolutions:

" . .Why was it necessary to carry through another revolution
after power had been seized and why should the Chinese Communist
Party and the Chinese proletariat initiate such a revolution? The
reason lies in the objective law of class struggle. Every revolu-
tion should be consolidated some time after its 1nitial successes.
The class enemy will not be reconciled to his fate. After being

dispossessed, the bourgeoisie struggles for restoration...many
times in history a revolution has been succeeded by a restoration.

In the Soviet Union, counter-revolution was defeated, private

23,




| property had been transferred to the State, but they failed to attem
make a cultural revolution. Bourgeois ideology was not remoulded'by St§
and proletarian power was corrupted by it. A kind of restoration treat%
i of capitalism was made by Khruschev in 1956. .. The sad lesson of pe0p1f
revisionism in the Soviet Union gives us warning that removing even

roperty is not enough, the revolution must be carried into the ship.

superstructure of the economic system." 31b1e:

Revol

If the view of the CPC and Joan Robinson accurately reflecte :

the purpose and result of the Cultural Revolution and if the tuals

method of mass mobilisation was the correct way of dealing with which
revisionism then one would expect today to see a strong united and h:

party in China which would be capable of guiding the country - schoo]

calmly through the period following the death of its tounding and sj

‘ tather. Instead, the opposite appears to be the case - the CPC i ttén.
regarded to be weak and its Central Committee is divided info in the

factions. The re-appointment and later re-purging of Teng Hsiao- depart
Ping can be taken as a barometer of inner party tensions. Accord to be
ingly the official version of the Cultural Revolution must be 'Chairy
treated as not entirely truthful. 4

.,
! THE OPPOSING VIEW l demang

An alternative view of the Cultural Revolution treats Mao as m@tloq
a great experimenter who only vaguely knew what he wanted to A fe?i
achieve when he launched China on its adventurous course. It fai Critic
to discover any master plan in the confused events. A good enablé

example of such a view is afforded by Jurgen Domes in The Interns seveFj
Politics of China 1949-72 (published by Hurst & Co, London, 1973) £ECtls
5Bme§_3if€icalf§‘Ekamines the historical events of the Cultural a;coq
Revolution in detail in order to arrive at his conclusion. A hal Wé
summary of these events 1is as follows:

attenmp

The appointment of Lin Piao as Minister of Defence in 1959 ral Rq

was the beginning of the glorification of Mao within the armed guidel
forces. This was begun at a time when the Chairman's prestige body. |
among the general population was at a low level due to the effect as an!
of the Great Leap. The army also had been uneasy about the though

effects of the Leap and a vast ideological education of the troop behavi
had to be undertaken during the years 1960-64. The long duration
and intensify of the campaign is thought to reflect the consider-

able difficulties encountered. But Mao and Lin apparently succ- :gizci

eeded and one effect of their success was the abolition of all

ranks and insignia in 1965. This campaign moulded the armed cOnve

forces into an instrument of the Left, which in the event of an many ¢

open split in the party would be employed as an alternative ;ziﬁzi

organilsation. ) f
himsel

After the failure of the Great Leap the CPC leadership had and c-:
26.




for the failure onto the cadres

had disobeyed Party sastructions and had 111-
hostility of the

Some

attempted to shiff responsibility

ded by stating that they
_ treated the people. The cadres also faced the

ion . )
people and under such circumstances their morale was low.

; of even joined the peasants in their criticism of the Party leader—
o ship. The low morale of the cadres was One of the factors respon-—
<ble for the collapse of the Party nachine during the Cultural

Revolution. |

>cted The Cultural Revolution began with the cail by many intellec—
tuals in 1964 and 1965 for a more liberal climate of opinion in

th which to express thelr views. Many directed their attacks at Mao

d ond his followers. In this climate the CPC made some concessions:

o spend their holidays as they wished

 schoolchildren were allowed t
jority over political educa-

and specialist studies were giliven Ppr
pc isl tién. Trade unionists and even the Communist Youth League joined

in the chorus of those who favoured moderation. The CPC propaganda

iao— J department began tO up—grade the personality of Liu and he began
~ord-¥8 to be referred to as 'Chairman 1iu" corresponding with the term,

 Chairman Mao'.
Mao, on the other hand, had not altered his position. He
jemanded a new rectification campaign against his critics but this
wtion was turned down by the majority of the top—level ot the CPC.

o as § ) ) .
| 4 few weeks later Mao departed for Shanghai and continued his
criticisms from afar. The Maoist domination of the armed forces

fails enabled pressure to be brought on the party to purge his most
-ernal %we;e'criFics. Thg mpdeFates however, while consenting-to a
973). rectification campaign tried to control 1t and.to carry it out as
-a1 s contradiction among the people"”. Mao and his circle in Shang-
\ hai were still unsatisfied. |
| Despite continued Maoist criticisms the Party leadership
 attempted to resolve the conflict by open discussion and a ''Cultu-
959 ral Revolution Group' was set up in February 1966 to lay down
ed  guidelines for discussion. Only one Maoist was elected toO this
ge  body. The group produced a report which referred to the dispute

d warned of academic tyrants = |

ffects® as an "academic discussion"” an
s who attempted to regulate the 1

' thought to be a reference to Maoist
troops § behaviour of intellectuals.

ation . .

s der— Faced with the unacceptable position adopted by the Group,
:uccr- Mao and Lin Piao instantly rook counter measures by opening the

| discussion on culture within the army. Chiang Ch'ing, Mao's wife,

111 . : . .
- convened a forum on Art and Literature 11 the armed forces 1N which

an ' many of the participants -~ including many leading political
comissars — described the cultural confrontation as "sharp class
which amounted to an antagonistic contradiction. Mao

- struggle” ,
~himself criticised the report of Liu's Cultural Revolutionary Group
had ' ond called for a "revolutionary storm” .

27,




In April 1966, while Liu was abroad on atavé visits, the

factor

r
Maoists succeeded in having the Mayor of Peking (a protector of zzzéic
the intellectual critics) dismissed, the report of the Cultural 1about
Revolution Group revised, and the struggle re-defined as an = by a r
"extremely sharp class struggle', Many intellectuals were also this e
purged. | millic

In their campaign against the intellectuals, the Maoists Red Gt
concentrated on the schools and colleges. The students had been domina

suffering from a number of frustrations mainly due to the great They d
expansion in secondary education in the 1950s and the inability ¢one ac
the i1ndustrial sector to provide the requisite number of jobs. Thestima

Maoists used these difficulties for their own purposes and

encouraged students to criticise teachers and others in big
character posters.

young the colleges and schools were completely closed down in
Summer 1964.

In order to release fully the energies of the

"physi

sponta

Students were encouraged to back up their criticispbattle

by the use of vicience and terror and organise themselves into Re order.

Guard groups. This growing wiolénce caused Liu to attempt to
control the students by sending "work teams" to the schools, and

into t
based

although Mao declared this decision to be revoked, the "work tear Unions

responded to the Maoist terror with counter terror. result
procla

At this time also (Summer 1966) the Liuist facrion made was di
another attempt to control a situation which was rapidly getting 1nvade

out of hand.

Liu and Teng Hsiao-P'ing planned to hold a meeting -

were 1

of the Party's Central Committee and elect Mao to the post of slogan
"Honorary Chairman" of the CPC, and thus effectively exclude him and ma
from making political decisions. However, the Maoist influence ; leoal
the army prevented any such move. While Mao indulged in his well
publicised Yangtze swim the army occupied the party headquarters B
and army units were stationed in the streets where party leaders been s
had their homes. In view of this overt display of force the meet office
ing of the Central Committee was cancelled even though a majority offens
of the members had already arrived. attack
| : , | | : worker
The Maoists, in fact, proceeded to hold their own plenum lam:produc
in the Summer but the communique issued omitted the usual list of result
candidates attending and it is thought that the meeting was in resist
breach of the party constitution by not having the required opport
quorum. This plenum adopted the policy of Mao and Lin, a "new and ba
phase in Socialist Revolution” had been reached, and it was againé
declared imperative to carry through a basic change in the super- ?
structure which could not be carried out "without vidence". New T
mass organisations were to be formed. countr
The ar
From July 1966 the Chinese press was filled with the prograr the ar
matic principles of the Left. The country was to become a "great police

revoluticonary school of Mao Tsetung thought"”, schools and
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iced on military 1ines, students werec to

4 new proletarian ~ylture was tc be
was to be undertaken by mass

Alt ~this was to be achieved

The first appearance of
11y of over one
took place and the

of the country,

otories were to be organ
ive labour,
agriculture

whour organised on military lines:

y 2 New organisation - the Red Guards-
was at a mass ra

lhis extra—Party organisation
Lillion people in August 1966. Further rallies

Bed Guard organisation r large areas
wpinating mot only che schools, but the streets of many cities.

hurches and museums and physically assaulted any~
pponent of Mao. By Autumn of 1966 1t is

four hundred thousand people had been.
d Cuard violence.

N
- They destroyed C
o accused of being an O

at more than
liquidated” by Re

y offn
The stimated th
hysically

qo0ists soon encountered

spontanteous, in others instigated by
.ismsﬁﬁiles were reported and the military were needed to restore
The Maoist call for the extension of new mass organisations

. Redjorder.
i ies and the oestablishment of new leadership organs
-mune was opposed by the Federation of Trade

the Party leadershipe This opposition
esulted in the arrest by Red Guards of Party members and the

proclamation +hat theleadership © £ Trade Unions

a5 dismissed from office. By the end ©

invaded the factories using apprentices an
1 skilled labour, tO vol

the The M
CPC branches. Street

d unskilled workers who
ce thelr egalitarian

ing
ing juere in conflict wit

slogans . Militant groups of Red Guards Wwere sent to the provinces
tim [land many sdministrative areas Were brought under rheir control and
ce inllecal party leaders attacked.
well |
ers By the beginning of 1967 it appeared that the Red Guards had

o1 of nearly all administrative

ossful in seizing contr
However, the wave of res
Y1ty offensive was only gathering force. party officia

.ttacked responded by nobilising workers in many

1 workers resisted by strikes, closure of
ater| ,ypduction. Clashes between workers and Red Guards usually

st of | ogulted in the latter getting the worst of it. The acts of
fined to workers. The peasants seized the

ers been succ

L resistance were not coll
opportunity tO withhold produce fyom the State, stori grain stores
W and banks and establish free markets, and they rurned violently
against the Red Guards.
uper- |
New The confusion and disruption of production throughout the
11 on the army tO restore order.

country forced the Maoists to cd

| The army 1eadership under Lin Piao cont
rmed forces TOOK control of administration,
ts occupiled factories and shops.

inued toO support Mao and
Lroadcasting, the

-ogram-j the 2
Yet despite

"great  police and army unil
29.
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the loyalty of its leaders to the Maoist position, the army's
Regional Commanders appeared to be somewhat less than enthusiastic
1n their support of the left. This lack of support by the Region
Commanders evoked digsatisfaction by the Red Guards and demands
for purges were made. Clashes between the army and Red Guards

were reported. These clashes often involved firearms and light
machine-guns.

- The loyalty of the army to the Maoist cause was shown to be
doubtful by the Wuhan Incident in July 1967. Here an attack by
the Red Guards on the Regional Army headquarters evoked severe
counter—attack by the army and workers. High ranking Maoist
leaders who were sent to mediate were arrested and 1t was only wi
the aid of paratroopers and gun-boats that control of the city wa

established. The loyalty of the Regional Commanders could no
longer be relied upon.

Faced with the dangerous situation posed by the Wuhan Incid-
ent Mao had to change course. He could no longer carry through
the Caltural Revolutionary Programme if it meant going against th
Regional Commanders. A compromise between the aims of the Maoist
army leaders and the Regional Commanders had to be reached. It
thomight that the basis of their compromise was laid down at an
enlarged session of the military commission of the Central Commi-
Ctee convened in Peking which was attended by most of the
military commanders and other military leaders. Following on the

conference a number of Maoist leaders were arrested on the ground
of being counter-revolutionaries.

This balance reached between the army leadership and the
Regional Commanders reflected a defeat for the left wing Maoist
policies. This defeat was further aggravated by the difference o
opinion (in February 1968) over the political life of the army
between Madame Mao and the acting Chief of General Staff, General
Yang. This provided the Regional Commanders with an opportunity
to promote Yang's downfall and his replacement with one of their
representatives. Thus having secured control of the army, the
Regional €ommanders became the engineers of the liquidation of th
Red Guard movement. Clashes between the army and Red Guard Group:
were reported and both sides used heavy arms. In these clashes
the Red Guard movement was almost extinguished. The army every-
where consolidated 1ts control and effectively restored order.
Further purges of army leaders, including Lin Piao, after 1971 ar

seen by Dittmer as reflecting the growing strength of the Regional
Commanders in the army.

In summarising the results of the Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution, Dittmer holds that the Maoist grand plan version fails

to adequately account for historical fact and that consequently a
C,
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lifferent picture must be drawn.

Jdministrative control by the armed forces.
(hinese army as not belng essentially any different from the arm-

ies of other developing countries,
wdernisation at the expense of ideological committment.

rg

This explanation would view the
ot result of the Cultural Revolution as a take—over of effective

Dittmer views the

ie, it is committed tO pragaafic
Thus the

recent re—habilitation of many deposed moderates would appear to

have the tacit support of the army.

Weighing up the successes and failures of the Cultural Revol-
stion, Dittmer takes the view that, while the Maoists failed to
interrupt the growing tendency towards a revision of the Maoist

concepiton of 1958, they 4id achieve a suppression of the intellec—
tual opposition in the realms of art and literature. Thus Maoilst

propaganda today covers up the toleration of the private plots of
the peasants and of a sytem of material incentives.

Dittmer regards the training of. the younger generation 1in
revolutionary activity as a failure - {or-the Meoists. Mao called
forth the Red Guard fury but was unable to protect the Red Guards
when they were suppressed by the army. Their activity ended 1n
the 1iquidation of theilr organisations and massive disciplining bY
the army. This unsavoury ending is unlikely to enhance the
revolutionary fervour of the younger Chinese gemeration.

‘ THE FIGHT AGAINST REVISIONISM ‘

The propaganda of the Maoists during the Cultural Revolution
made the question of revisionism the central issue of the campaign.
Mao charged Liu and his faction with using their administrative
authority to effect evisionism which would inevitably lead to the
restoration of capitalism. All other features of the movement
appear to centre on this main issue. However, 1n his campaign
against this revisionism Mao produced a number of creative
developments of Leninism which were later described as Maoilsm.

The first of these methods was the adoption of extra—party
methods of political organisation to dislodge the "handful of

revisionists" occupying the top party positioms.  How did these

revisionists come to occupy these positions? Why did the party
Cultural Revolution?

why could this "handful of capitalist roaders"” mnot be purged by
iebate within the party? The answers Lo these leading questions
can be more easily understood 1n the light of the history of the
(PC since the Great Leap in 1958. The CPC has always been the
organisation of leaders at both national and local level. These
leaders organised units of people in the many campaigns to trans-—

| form society. The 1938 campaign was not just one Great Leap For-
vard but was a pericd of millions of small leaps carried out
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throughout the country by enthusiastic party cadres.
Leap failed, the party leaders faced with the anger of the peas-
ants began a rectification campaign to purge the party of the

When the

adventurers who were responsible for its excesses. The ending of
the Leap also left the party without ideology.
1n Peking knew what to do except use any and all of the means

avallable to pull China out of the morass. Thus the new leaders

were essentially pragmatic (eg, Teng's often quoted statement that

1t does not matter what colour a cat is as long as it catches
mice). In party debates on the correct way of doing things all
the solutions offered were practical. Pragmatism took over.

Indeed this pragmatism paid off handsomely and the economy
recovered rapidly.

In the light of this background it can be readily understood
why Mao had to engage in extra-party measures to implement his
policies. The CPC, having sampled Mao's unorthodox plans during
the Great Leap, and the bitterness of the peasants after their
failure, would hardly havé - been in a mood to abandon this
successful course charted by Liu. Mao therefore was forced to
organise the extra-party masses to carry out the extensive purge
of party personnel. In doing so, if Dittmer's account is to be
believed, he critically weakened the party's prestige and this 1lel

to the army playing a dominant role in government. Mao's use of
the masses may justly earn him the title "Populist".

Similarly the propaganda success of the Maoist faction both
during the Cultural Revolution and afterwards can more easily be

understood when measured against the pragmitism of their opponent:
Liu and Teng had in reality no definite political policy. Both
were repelled by the failure of the Maoist development policy and
both were committed to modernisation of the economy. Mao was
probably keenly aware that in inter—party debate the outcome woull
not be resolved in his favour but that the fanatical devotion of
millions of young militant supporters would ems.ure the adoption of
his policies, especially when his opposition had not formulated a
clearly expressed political line. 1In this he underestimated the
wave of resistance which the activities of the Red Guards provokel
and the subsequent seizure of power by the army. The interest of

the army in restabilising the system of rule led it to espouse th
moderate line.

Another aspect of Mao's populism can be seen in his constant
distrust of bureaucracy. One of the dominant themes of the

Cultural Revolution was the assault on bureaucratic tendencies an
the attempt to find new ways to get the people involved in

presenting ideas and criticisms to their leaders, be théy teacher;
organisers or Party cadres. Mao had on many occasions expressed

32.
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wards the bureaucracy and bureaucratic
+-1949 China. But the

B icvelopment of the bureaucracy owed a great deal to the consolida-
£ ¥iion of power by the CPC. Large scale organisational forms such
f s youth and women's associations, trade unions, economic planning

-0 # v * a
né:;agmcles, etc., had been set up- All these organisatlions required
§salaried personnel organised 1n a complex hierarchical division of

'}hm personal antagonilsm to
swia;of'work'which had developed in pos

labour.
1at | Max Weber, the German socio

L

logist, had expressed the view that

3 bureaucracy was assentidl to the efficlent running of a developed
ation and that the bureaucracy as at organisational form led to a
wre rational administration of complex economies. Weber saw the
bureaucracy as becoming bigger with the growth 1n complexity of
society and he did not view this increase as objectionable 1n any
vay. He did not claim that actual Lureaucracies were perfectly
fficient, but he did make the claim that a bureaucracy could
B perform all kinds of complex tasks cfficiently, if properly organ=
& Wised. He saw the technical superiority of the bureaucratic form

B allowing efficient economic development, but he was also aware

of, and critical of, the negative aspects of bureaucracy, eg, the

tendency of officials to follow formal rules while ignoring
the anti-democratic implications of bureau~

Ee B sbstantive justice,
1ed,'mmtlc'h1erarchy, etc.
ot The views of Weber have been largely accepted by capitalist

§ countries who see a properly organised bureaucracy as a4 method of
-h 8 supervising the diverse needs of a developed nation. And although
| % icber died before Stalin reversed the NEP and began implementing
e | . : : ; ..

socialism in the USSR, and although his main writings on bureau-

ts.: . : :
=Tl S; cracy date from 1911-13, he was of the opinion that, like capital-

h ) S : : :

and | 1M, socialism would result not 10 a reversal of bureaucratisation

| § but in its advancement. in this he certainly appears to have been
proved correct in the USSR. China, too, Saw the birth of a

'zgld' complex bureaucracy after 1949.

n of | :
d Z_i- In the USSR Stalin appears to have accepted the growth of the
:he § bureaucracy as a fact of liffe to be faced by any developing country.
' 8 The main aim was not to get +rid of the bureaucracy but make 1t
roked § . -
_ B re efficient. Trotskyy on the other hand, never accepted the
- Of f # ? ’ . ]

8 bureaucracy. In his attack on the Soviet State, ThgkRevolutlon

a caste which has triumphed

> the | .
]:ﬁmxayed, he views the bureaucracy as
B over the masses and expropriated the proletariat politically.

-ant @8 Mao's attack also, bears a SLIong cimilarity to Trotsky's romanti-

he premise that bureaucracy is an
eloped soclety. Thus the Maoists aimed
during the Cultural Revolution by

These attempts, like Trotsky's

B ism. Mao never accepted t

s and j§ inevitable product of a dev
B o destroy the bureaucracy

chers, ] decentralisation campaigns.
sed |
; | 33,




criticisms must be described as petty-bourgeois romanticism.

Not altogether different from the attack on the bureaucracy
was the Maoist commitment to extreme egalitarianism. The Maoist
faction expressed strong resentment it the privileges and soft
life of China's elites during the Cultural Revolution and attempts
were made to force reductions in the incomes upon which this soft
life was based. It appears that the Maoists were not successful
in their attempt and that whatever differentials in the wage
structure existed prior to the Cultural Revolution did not collapse
in the face of the Maoist attacks. A recent article in the China
Quarterly (Whyte: 'Inequality And Stratification In China', C.Q.,
No. 64, Dec 1975, page 684), suggests that while China appears to
be an extremely egalitarian soclety after the Cultural Revolution,
this egalitarianism is to be found not so much in the reduction or
elimination of differences of income as in the attempt to mute the
consequences, 1n matters like life-styles, consumption pattersgand
inter—personal relations, of the inequalities that exist. A num-
ber of examples are given to 1llustrate this:-

The Military: - "The elmination of ranks in the armed forces
did not produce a situation in which former privates were issuing
commands to former generals, nor one i1n which their pay was equal-
1zed... The ordinary soldier still knows who [s where in his
immediate hierarchy, but to the outsider more subtle clues (eqg,
age, girth, bearing, the cut of the uniform) have to be used o
distinguish the officers from the men".

Industry: - "Factory managers and engineers (as well as comm-
une officials) are required to spend regular periods of time doing
manual work alongside the workers and peasants they supervise.
The ordinary workers and peasants do not correspondingly take
turns serving as managers or engineers (although mobility into
such posi tions is possible) and later on the supervisors wilil
return to their previous offices and routines".

The Party: - "Party officials and supervisors of other types
are also supposed to stage regular occasions for criticisms of
their defects from below... again the party official does not stop
being a party official, but his acceptance of criticism symbolisﬁ
that he will not use his authority in a dictatorial manner or
arbitrarily retaliate against his critics.”

The Maoists therefore succeeded in achieving an apparently
egalitarian society, or at least one in which differences are rot
readily seen by an outsider. Whatever inequalities exist are
disguised by a code which makes conspicuous consumption in any
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fidem in the populist philosophy.

B ensible, and was rapidly becoming universally admirable.
B had died in 1957 he would simply have been regarded as the most
| universal genius of the age:
“to Lenin;

The 'people' must be seen to be united and ad

| A prosperous working class with
§ibetter standard of living than the peasant masses finds no place
din Mao's policies.

form dangerous.

The nature of the inner tensions in Chinese communist polit-
‘. which have been outlined will, it is hoped, form the basis on

§ihich a comprehensive analysis of the current controversies and

roblems, which beset the CPC after the death of its leaders, can
be undertaken. These problems are not unique to China but raise
‘ssues which marxists elsewhere should not ignore. It cannot be
joubted that Mao was supreme as a man of political ideas and it 1is
to his credit that these issues were raised in the first instance.
It can be shown, however, that his conceptions were motivated by
many populist and petty bourgeois notions.

The position of his opponents is equally confusing and perhaps
even more so as they exerted their emergies in evading the 1issues.
Their political stance was a pragmatic reflex to many of Mao's
failures and was not a worked—out ideology. Within the ranks of
the moderates there must have been many genuine marxists (perhaps
even Liu) but without doubt there were also many who desired to
surreptitiously restore capitalism. It has been stated before
that Mao had only a hazy understanding of the role of classeés in
society and his labelling of all his opponents as simply revision-
ists was a negative contribution to what could otherwise have been
a positive debate. Simeéd the theoretical concepts have such a
mddled formulation it is hardly surprising that the result of |
Mao's life-long dedication to socialism should have such uncertain
results.

P. McMorrow
(Irish Communist, November 76)

The final act of Mao's leadership of the Chinese revolution

 has had a rather bewildering effect on Western commentators of

Everything that went before it was compteh=
If Mao

both left and right.

as a revolutionary politiclan equal

as a statesman who, like Lenin, founded a stable and
powerful state, but who was more admirable than Lenin because his
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state allowed for the functioning of opposition politics; as a

man who wielded massive political power as capably as Stalin, but?

who also remained a nice man; as an original military theorist !
comparable to Clausewitz and a general comparable to Wéllington;&?
a -obusl mstaate comparable to John Ruskin; as an incomparable
poet; and as a bon viveur to boot - not merely Plato's
Philosopher-King, but a Poet—-Philosopher—-King, which Flato
regarded as inconceivable. Poetry, according to Plato, was
irreconcllable with a well-ordered state. And maybe that was the
fly in the ointment. It would seem that the wonder of Mao's
poetry was not merely the wonder of the ass that talked. It would
seem that he really had a poetic temperament of considerable fore
which might account for why he failed to congeal into a universal-
ly respected Philosopher-King uttering pompous truilsms like a
Times editorial. Be that as 1t may, there was an unexpected
fourth act to his life that disorientated his admirers and change
them either into enemies or into mindless 1dolators.

A

il -

[ VOLTAIRE AND ROUSSEAU AND ROBESPIERRE %

T kil L AR -

How should this final act be characterised?

How should the Reign of Terror in the French Revolution be
characterised? Marx and Engels clearly had ambivalent feelings
about 1t, sometimes admiring it and sometimes deploring. The par
‘Lrgtlarity of the event did not allow for any simple feeling
about it. Looking at it as a whole, one would be inhuman 1f one
did not deplore it and a reactionary moralist 1f one did not
acknowledge the profoundly progressive effect i1t had on French
socliety. The roots of mediaeval France withered under the shock
of it, and the French were atomised and reorganised as a nation.
All traditional loyalties, which is to say all loyalties which
were even a year old, were melted down. There was no guarantee
of survival. The individual had to live by his own wits, and if
his wits weren't sharp enough the guillotine disposed of them.
The world was declared to have started afresh. The days and the
months were given new names and the calendar was started all over
again at the year one. Nothing that was older than the year one
was defensible, and by the year two the ideas of the year one had
become outmoded traditions. A week was a long time in politics,
To have been a week behind the Robespierre faction of the Jacobin
Club could have made one an enemy of the people.

The enemies of the people at the outset were aristocratic

and monarchist remnants, but the revolution persistently worked

1ts way downwards and obliterated the old world in the depths of
the soclety as well as on the peaks. The Reign of Terror opened
up a chasm between the past and present that no reactionary move-
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B with the attribute

The monarchy could be restored by it would not
And the rabble entered history on 1ts own account.

The French Enlightenment, hitherto a phenomenon of the upper

§social strata, gripped the depths of French society through the
§Reign of Terror.
f manner that would have astonished them both.

France assimilated Voltaire and Rousseau in a

If France, one of the most advanced of European socleties, was
mdernised root and branch - and root most of all - through the
Reign of Terror, how might one expect China to be modernised?
french backwardness and conservatism in 1789 was as nothing by
comparison with the backwardness and conservatism of China in
1949. And Chinese backwardness was not of the African kind. It
vas the backwardness of a positively developed civilisation,
cultured and literate, that had for long been in the vanguard of
human development, and that had endured as a state for three
thousand years, but which in the end turned out to be a blind

allev.
‘ A EUROPEAN VIEW OF CHINA I

The problem has been put like this:

"who could instil socialist Marxist con8ciousness in the mass
of Chinese workers and peasants? Chinese intellectuals? But what
vas their knowledge of European cultural traditions from which
Marxism had emerged... '

"was there any special reason behind Marx's choice of the
term 'dictatorship’ when characterising revolutionary power (in-
stead of, say 'despotism')? For a person acquainted with European
culture this is a very simple question. Dictatorship originally
meant the extraordinary powers granted to a statesman of Republi-
can Rome for a short term under extraordinary circumstances. 1In
such conditions dictatorship was despotism within democracy...
tThe republican spirit and way of life made the dictator an
ordinary citizen with ordinary rights once his term of power had
expired. On the contrary, despotism is autocracy in conditions
of civilisation that recognises autocracy as an institution having
no power above itself. Marx usually employed the term 'despotism'
'Asian’'... Unlike the situation in ancient
Peloponnesus, Asian despotism meant the ruler's open tyranny
supported by a ramified bureaucracy and the army. 'Unlimited
power' is invariably understood as despotism in the historical
context of China. Without progressive intellectuals who have
adopted the democratic ideas of political freedom (as Russian
intellectuals did), the idea of revolutionary dictatorship becomes
the idea of revolutionary despotism. There were not such people
in China either in the 19th or in the 20th centuries... (pl2/13)
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‘"Marx's communism 1s the acme of a thousand-year European
liberation movement and the struggle for the idea of freedom. ..
But It Is extremely difficult to explain this point to the Chinese
who has little knowledge of European culture. The remains of
primitive democracy dis@ppeared in China as far back as the 5th
century BC and since then there has never developed a struggle for
freedom, such as has become part of the progressive European.

"The Chinese were inspired by many fine ideas but not freedom

There were ldeals of humaneness, duty and harmony, but there was
no ideal of freedom. The people who formed Mao Tse-tung's guerillal
armies were. at best, bearers of the traditional Confucian erudi- |
tion, in other words bearers of the ideology of oriental despotism
The 'communism' they learned, acquired quite logically the nature
of the 'communism' of Mo Ti (5th-4th century BC) and Wang Mong (st
century AD). That was a military barracks 'communism'.. .
established by 'wise leaders’ over humble and obedient people. No
wonder therefore that Mao Tse-tung's reforms developed in about
the same manner as those of Wang Mong... The Chinese leader's
activities were progressive between 1949 and 1956. But even then
there was no soclallst democracy tc be observed (even in the Partyl

... (pl4/15)

"The traditional features of the Chinese social structure are
playing a prominent part in the present-day convulsions shaking
the country. It goes without saying that theyban be regarded as aj
particular case of the more general model of an undeveloped coun- |
try with survivals of pre-bourgeois soclal relationships. But
such an approach may well prove wrong since many significant facts
will then escape attention. Therefore 1t would be well to
concentrate attention on the specific Chinese traits... We shall

only deal with four aspects: ...

————T et

"Chinese humanism. Chinese culture is the least religicus of
all. Confuclanism...was a moral and ethical philosophy rather |
than a religious one... Man stands in the centre of the Confucian:
outlook. No God, spirit or any other holy being distracts from
the service of man. But the Confucian 1s never 1independent.
Invariably he is only a cell in the family and state body, a
"bound particle' of a huge molecuie...

"One of Confucius's dialogues with his pupils i1llustratrs
this point. 'What are the conaitions of good administration?’' the
pupil asked. 'The people should be well-fed,' said Confuclas,
"there should be a strong army; the people should trust the

government.' 'Which of the three 1s easiest to spare?' the pupil
continued. 'The army', Confucius replied. 'And cf the remaining|
two? ' "I would prefer to do without food. From time immemorialE

people have died but without trust in the ruler tiie state will
collapse.'
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"a European humanist would probably reply that he would pre-

i for that there should be no trust in the government. FOI him

(theoretically at least) society 1s 4 multitude of individuals

§ cach of whom has an inviolable right to life and happiness. But

| the Chinese humanist even in theory believes the state 1s an

§ organism that enjoys the full right to cacrifice any number of its
§ cells - people.

nchinese humanism in private life is just as peculiar. Jin
(humanism) is often defined as love. But it 1is not an independent
individual's love based on free choice. It is the love of
children for their parents, of a younger brother for his elder
brother, of a wife for her husband etc.-..

"Apart from family love rhere is also friendship. But never
rave relationships based on free choice been made the centre of
life in China... No Chinese bard has lauded a Chinese France€sca
da Rimini who broke her matrimonial duty of a Chinese Juliet who
betrayed her parents for the sake of her beloved. Chinese human-
ism has never acknowledged the right of the individual to do as
he pleases with his 7ife... The European consciousness emphasises
the connection between love and freedom, the Chinese, the connect-
ion between love and duty.

nchinese rationalism ...has nothing in common with European.
rThe European consclousness percelives rationalism and individualism
as very close 1n meaning, almost identical, whereas the Chinese
sees them almost as antonyms. In Chinese history it was not
individual but 'swarm' consciousness (to use I,eo iolstoy's expres-
sion) that acquired a rationalist form... Chinese rationalism has
always been of a formal character and was actually an expression
of collective, 'apparatus' consciousness.

wmoo forms of rationalism have existed since ancient times:
confucian and legitimistic... Confucianism draw on conservative
family humanism described above, and legitimism, an anti-humanist
idministrative 'zeal'... According to legitimists man is very
seldom born kind... So he must be trained as an animal... Just
as the craftsman can make a wheel or an arrow by bending OI
straightening a piece of wood, the sovereign can make diligent
farmers or fierce soldiers out of his subjects. At tranquil
periods. . . Confucianism triufipked ... But when social changes were
imminent, legitimism...became the only alternative.

nmhe Chinese tradition 1s such that any group that isolates
itself from the state and takes its own path, 1is considered a
conspiracy and suppressed. For that reason the progressive
minority cannot risk experiment 1n hope that others will follow it
if successful. The minority that wvishes a renewed system must
seize power and 1mpose i+s will on the majority by force.




"If Tolstog}s metaphor 1is to be used once more,China can be
described as a highly organised swarm that remains quiet as long
as 1t stays in 1its old hive. Once the time to change comes the
swarm becomes highly agitated and is ready to fall on any passer-
by and sting him half to death without any speclial reason.

"No ideology based on display of personal initiative has
taken root in China. Marx1¢m, proclaiming the individual’s
striving for freedom, couléf%e fully understood there either...
Marxist criticism of bourgeois individualism taken up by the
Chinese consciousness which had not fully grapsed even the idea
of bourgeols i1ndividualism revived certain forms of pre-bourgeois
thinking (in one of its least attractive shapes). Semi-Confucian
China was modified into a legitimistic China... It Is a deplora-
ble fact that in the past too Chinese civilisation proved capable
of advances only as a result of outbreaks of administrative fer-
vour after which a long time was needed to make good the damage
infljicted on culture...

"Chinese democratism... The Chinese are absolutely void of
any aristocratic prejudices. But the absence of aristocratism
still does not mean the presence of democracy. Chinese tradition
lacks one significant feature - legal opposition. The Chinese
cannot even conceive of opposition until he himself joins a
conspiracy... Two forms of political behaviour were known in old
China: absolute loyalty and conspiracy.

"Chinese interntionalism. In a sense, the Chinese have
always been internationalists, never a nation in the European
meaning, one that regards itself as something special existing
alongside other nations... The Zhinese believed they were a civ-
cilisation surrounded by barbarians... The idea of equality of
Tibetans or Uigurs is as ridiculous for the Chinese as, say, of
the identity of Barbarism and Civilisation". (p21-9)

WHERE IS MOSCOW?

That thoroughly Europocentric view of the matter comes from
Moscow. It is quoted from The Chinese Crisis: Causes and
Character, by Liparit Kyuzajhyan. There are a number of obvious
comments that spring to mind. It is not only in China that there
was and is a simple choice between absolute loyalty and conspiracy.
The feature of legal opposition is missing from states nearer hom.
And there are other Communist Parties besides the Chinese whose
notion of Communism does not include the feature of individualism
freed from bourgeois shackles and made absolute:

rmn

Moscow gives substantially the same reasons for the distort-
ion suffered by the socialist Revolution in China that West
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Europeans give for the distortion of the socialist revolution in
Russia. For the West European Asia is beyond Warsaw. For the
cultured Muscovite of Asiatic extraction it is beyond Tasbkent.
once the Soviet Asian gets kulturni he becomes more European than
the Europeans. The Europeans now take their Europeanism for

| granted, and, having scattered the seeds of Europe worldwide,

1 encourage their development by making as little fuss as possible
sbout the non—-European aspects of Asia or Africa. But the
Muscovite European is sharply aware of the difference, and he
slone can now speak uninhibitedly about the Asiatic peculiarity of
the Chinaman. By doing so he consolidates his European character.

Now that there are no longer any self-confident capitalist imper-—
ialists to state the classical Europocentric position, i1t 1S use-
ful to be reminded of it by the Marxists of Muscovy. It would be
still better if the Muscovite Marxists asserted European freedom

and individualism at the political level in Moscow, and establish-—
ed the right to political opposition against the Kremlin instead

of merely demonstrating the Asiatic peculiarities of China at the

behest of the Kremlin.

. .
: TROTSKYIST DILEMMA %
d | Was the 'degeneration' of the Chinese revolution made
§ inevitable by the traditional culture of China? Trotsky viewed
the 'degeneration' of the Russian Revolution in a very amblguous
way, saying at one moment that social conditions made it inevitable
and that it survived in the only form in which it could survive,
e and saying at another moment that it failed because it was '

'betrayed’.
The Moscow view of China 1s very similar.

Kantianism has been refuted at great length and in the most
lecisive mamner. But Kantianism lives, and not least amongst 1its
refuters. When Kant analysed the world it fell into antinomies,

I into contradictions that could not be resolved: or, that could
ot be resolved on their own ground, in the finite world. But he

acknowledged that 'bractical reason' was not content to pul up

tie with the ar}tinomie§ of'pure reason. 'Pure reason might analyse
acy. | the world J:nto ant:.Lnomles, Egg praci:.lcal reason could not refrain
{ from scheming to circumven .Aan%inomles. And practical reason

ome. , DR

1 ¥ wuld have the final say. Kant therefore postulated infinity as a

[sm me@ium within which the.antinom::Les might be resolved, and within
which duty and desire might fruitfully interact. This didn't make
111 that much sense in theoretical terms. It was a pragmatic

e compromise that enabled pure reason tO maintain an honoured and

influential position in the world.
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For Trotsky, the Russian revolution fell into an antinomy.
He postulated 'world revolution' as an equivalent of Kant's -~
infinity. World revolution wasn't actually there to resolve the
antinomy of the actual revolution and transform it into a dynamic
contradiction. It was a fuzzy concept, whose function was to
enable 'Marxist analysis' to retain an honourable position in a
world that didn't correspond to 1it.

Moscow, confronted with Maoism, has analysed the Chinese
revolution into an antlnomy. And since Moscow cannot say, any
more than Trotsky or Kant, that the situation is hopeless, 1t too
must postulate something which is external to the situation as a
condition of resolving it. But, whereas Kant postulated a meta-
physical abstraction, and Trotksy a political abstraction, Moscow
postulates something tangible - 1tself. And for that very reason
the Moscow postulate is the most definitely external, the wmost
vulgar, and the most hopeless of the three. Infinity must be
fused into a synthesis with the finite, like the zero is with
numbers, if it is to be functional. And Moscow can only engage 1in
diplomatic or military relations with Peking.

"A soclalist movement supported by peasants (for lack of
proletarians) is quite possible, and a number of such movements
have won in Asian and African countries during the last few
decades.
Peoples’' Republic.
1y depends on the strength of their union with the international
working class and the world socialist system. Once this union
breaks up the success of the movement becomes doubtful." (pl6)

If Soviet hegemony is the condition of success for socialism
in China, it is surprising that the Soviet leadership did not act
more prudently to retain that hegemony. In the circumstances it
was only feasible to aspire to a voluntary cultural hegemony. It
was impractical to think of the kind of hegemony that was
exercised over Hungary and Czechoslovakia., Khruschev's hamfisted
approach demonstrated conclusively that the Soviet Unilon was not
fit to exercise the only kind of influence that was useful or

possible with regard to China.

When a rift began to open up between the two parties after
1956, the Soviet attitude was such that it inevitably developed
into a comprehensive severance of relations. And when relations
had been severed the Soviet apologists came up with the analysis
which has been quoted above. 1If the aim was to frighten the

Communist Party of China into placing itself under Soviet guidance

it was badly miscalculated. Such 'analysis' could only deepen the
division. On the pragmatic level, it is of no use telling a
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people how utterly backward and how hopelessly non-European 1t 1s
if you are aspiring to influence 1it. Soviet propaganda expressed

plque more than policy, and 1ts practical function was to generate

anti-Chinese feeling in Russia rather than help the Communist

| movement in China. And on the theoretical level, while including
{ a2 considerable amount of general historical truth, it misconceived
} the contemporary situation. |

There was certainly an elaborately developed and deeply
rooted conservative culture to be @wvercome in China. The Chinese

| heritage could only be overcome through internal conflict. Soviet
| tegemony, like any colonia}l hegemony, could set up modern struct-

ures in a few cities, broadcast the European world-outlook (to use
Goviet terminology) in dogmatic form, and develop a progressive
slite. But that would leave the modern world as a thin crust on
the ocean of the traditional world (to use Lenin's description of

? Russia in 1921). And when the colonial hegemony has done that
| nuch it has reached the end of 1ts tether.

Only the operation of an internal dynamic could shake up and

{ odernise the mass of the society.

SOWING THE WIND

"Tt was not simply that he (Mao) lacked a proper academic

Y knowledge of all the works of the classics of Marxism-Leninism;

{ more important was +he fact that his petty-bourgeocis background

§ made him perceive the proletarian doctrine through the prism of

| confucianism, nationalism and Sinocentrisim. .. Mao's weak grasp of
Marxism, his primitive, vulgarised, and distorted, understanding

§ of Marxist theory is particularly in evidence in his political

Y writings of 1926 to 1930". (M. Altaisky & V. Georgiyev, The Philo-
{ sophical Views Of Mao Tse-tung, 1971)

"phis system (Maoism) 1is largely eclectic and pragmatic,

| comprising elements of the most diverse doctrines (like Confucian-
i ism, Marxism, utopian socialism, idealism, populism, anarchism and
Y rrotskyism)". (The Economic Theories Of Maoism, E. Korbash, 1974)

The Moscow view is something like this: the Marxist nucleus

§ vas the Comintern element in the cities organised by Liu § hao—chi.

§ infortunately Mao had a remarkable aptitude for practical politics
{ while the people with the right ideas couldn't lead a fly out of a

] bottle. Mao brought the Communist movement to power in a highly

| original manner. Thereafter he should have left the conduct of

} sffairs to the Comintern group. But he insisted on interfering,
ance, |

and on extemporising solution to social problems as if they . were

fnilitary or political problems. And that was when things went
§ wrong.
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- npbash observes: "Hence the attempt to turn the subjective
factor, politics and ideas into an absolute, to whip up socio-
economic development and execute leaps and bounds."”

The Europocentric view which Moscow now expounds was first
comprehensively developed by Hegel, who remarked: "Chinese
religion cannot be what we call religion. For us religion means
retirment of the spirit within itself, in contempiating its
essential nature, its inmost Being. In these spheres man 1is
withdrawn from his relation to the State, and betaking himself to
this retirement, is able to release himself from the power of
secular government. But in China religion has not risen to this
grade, for true faith is possible only where individuals can
seclude themselves - can exist for themselves independently of any |
external compulsory power. In China the individual has no such
life."” (Philosophy Of History)

Now, if 'the Chinese' was to become a free spirit like us in
Moscow and Paris and London, 1f he was to become a fit subject for |
socialism, 1f he was to acquire an outlook on life that would
enable him to appreciate Dante's story about how Francesca de
Rimini went to Hell, he had to be thoroughly disrupted, disorient-
ated and driven in on himself. If he was to acquire an independent
inner life like 'tthe Murphys and Smiths and Korbashes, it was
necessary to ''turn the subjective factor into an absolute'" for
him, and to ldamch a scorched earth campaign against his Confucian
inheritance.

If we adopt the Moscow classification, the Liu faction in the
CPC was thoroughly Confucian. Liu's major work, How To Be A Good
Communist, was a deadening Confucian tract. The Cominternists
were a new “onfucian elite who were only capable of administering
the state. If subjective freedom was to develop it could only be
through a 'Legitimist' movement. The beginnings of subjective
freedom in so traditional a society would have to identify with
the only aspect of traditional society which allowed for movement.

A criticism of the formal Maocist programme in 1958 or 1965
would not lead to an adequate understanding of what was at issue,
and would almost be beside the point. As was pointed out by
Patrick McMorrow in the November Irish Communist:

"It can be shown that his conceptions were motivated by many
populist and petty bourgeois notions. The position of his oppon-
ents is equally confusing and perhaps even more so as they
exerted their energies in evading the issues. Their political

stance was a pragmatic reflex to many of Mao's failures and was
not a worked-out ideology."”

The Moscow ideologists, having emphasised the massive problen
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