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PUBLISHER’S NOTE (First Edition)

An authentic compilation of Mao’s Collected works is long overdue. Es-
pecially now, its need is all the more great and urgent. But there is very little
hope of such a publication being brought out officially by the CPC. However,
several writings of Mao, not covered by the CPC’s official publication i.e.,
Selected works of Mao Tse-Tung Volumes 1 to 5—are available elsewhere. All
these lie scattered in a number of English editions by western scholars and in
some remote research journals etc. We do realize that even if all these are put
together it will not be the collected—works nor will even be a good substitute.
Yet we hope their presentation at one place, chronologically arranged, will cer-
tainly facilitate easy and ready reference, further stimulating the study of Mao’s
works. Hence this venture.

Many more works might have certainly remained in Chinese and even some
available in English may have remained out of our reach. To come to the works
included in this volume, we have neither the means nor the competence to
vouch safe about their authenticity and completeness. We appeal to the readers
to bear these inevitable limitations in mind while using this book. Due to these
and other reasons if any errors crept into this publication, we earnestly hope
to rectify them in future editions. We fondly hope that much more additional
material could come to light enabling us to substantially improve on this.

As far as possible all these writings strictly chronologically. Except indicat-
ing the primary source quoted in the originals, no attempt is made to annotate
or edit the texts in any respect or in and manner.

We mention our sincere thanks and acknowledgements to all the pioneers
who translated, edited and published these works in different forms earlier. We
whole heartedly extend our thanks to all these comrades—the respected schol-
ars and loving friends—whose unstinted cooperation and painstaking efforts
contributed in a big way to the success of this venture.

We feel very happy that this volume could be brought out despite many
odds. We hope to bring out the other volumes also soon. We fondly hope
our effort will be well rewarded by the warm and enthusiastic response of our
esteemed readers.

Kranti Publications
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A STUDY OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION!
April 1917

Our nation is wanting in strength. The military spirit has not been encour-
aged. The physical condition of the population deteriorates daily. This is an
extremely disturbing phenomenon. The promoters of physical education have
not grasped the essence of the problem, and therefore, their efforts, though
prolonged, have not been effective. If this state continues, our weakness will
increase further. To attain our goals and to make our influence felt are exter-
nal matters, results. The development of our physical strength is an internal
matter, a cause. If our bodies are not strong we will be afraid as soon as we
see enemy soldiers, and then how can we attain our goals and make ourselves
respected? Strength depends on drill, and drill depends on self-awareness. The
advocates of physical education have not failed to devise various methods. If
their efforts have nevertheless remained fruitless, it is because external forces
are insufficient to move the heart...

If we wish to make physical education effective, we must influence people’s sub-
Jective attitudes and stimulate them to become conscious of physical education. 1f
one becomes conscious of the problem, a program for physical education will
come easily, and we will attain our goals and make our influence felt as a matter
of course...

1. An Explanation of Physical Education...

Physical education helps to maintain life. East and West differ in their in-
terpretations of it. Chuang Tzu followed the example of the cook, Confucius
drew on the lesson of the archer and the charioteer. In Germany, physical
education has gained the greatest popularity. Fencing has spread all over the
country. Japan has bushido. Moreover, recently, following the traditions of our
country, judo has developed there to an admirable degree, When we examine
these examples, we see that they all begin with the study of physiology...

1. Extracted from an essay published in April 1917 (in Hsin ching-nein)
1



A Study of Physical Education

2. The Place of Physical Education in our Life

Physical education complements education in virtue and knowledge. More-
over, both virtue and knowledge reside in the body. Without the body there
would be neither virtue nor knowledge. Those who understand this are rare.
People stress either knowledge or morality. Knowledge is certainly valuable, for
it distinguishes man from animals. But wherein is knowledge contained? Mo-
rality, too, is valuable; it is the basis of the social order and of equality between
ourselves and others. But where does virtue reside? It is the body that contains
knowledge and houses virtue, it contains knowledge like a chariot and houses
morality like a chamber. The body is the chariot that contains knowledge, the
chamber that houses virtue. Children enter primary school when they reach
the proper age. In primary school, particular attention should be paid to the
development of the body; progress in knowledge and moral training are of
secondary importance. Nourishment and care should be primary, teaching and
discipline complementary. At present, most people do not know this, and the
result is that children become ill, or even die young, because of studying. In
middle and higher schools, stress should be placed equally on all three aspects
of education. At present, most people overemphasize knowledge. During the
years of middle school, the development of the body is not yet completed.
Since today the factors favouring physical development are few, and those de-
terring it numerous, won't physical development tend to cease? In the educa-
tional system of our country, required courses are as thick as the hairs on a cow.
Even an adult with a tough, strong body could not stand it let alone those who
have not reached adulthood, or those who are weak. Speculating on the inten-
tions of the educators, one is led to wonder whether they did not design such
an unwieldy curriculum in order to exhaust the students, to trample on their
bodies and ruin their lives.... How stupid! The only calamity that can befall a
man is not to have a body. What else is there to worry about? If one seeks to
improve one’s body other things will follow automatically. For the improve-
ment of the body, nothing is more effective than physical education. Physical
education really occupies the first place in our lives. When the body is strong, then
one can advance speedily in knowledge and morality, and reap far-reaching advan-
tages. It should be regarded as an important part of our study. Learning has its
essential and its accessory parts, and affairs have their end and their beginning,.
To know what is first and what is last will bring one closer to the proper way.
[From 7he Greatr Learning, one of the four Confucian classics]. This is exactly
what I intend to say.

2



A Study of Physical Education

3. Previous Abuses of Physical Education and my Method for Remedy-
ing Them

The three forms of education are equally important: students hitherto have
paid much attention to moral and intellectual education but have neglect-
ed physical education. The unfortunate consequence has been that they bend
their backs and bow their heads; they have ‘white and slender hands™ [from
Nineteen Old Poems, a famous collection of poems of the Han dynasty]; when
they climb a hill they are short of breath, and when they walk in water they
get cramps in their feet. That is why Yen Tzu had a short life, and Chia I died
young. As for Wang Po and Lu Chao-lin, the one died young, and the other
became a paralytic. All these were men of high attainments in morality and
knowledge. But there comes a day when the body cannot be preserved, and
then morality and wisdom are destroyed along with it. Only the men of the
North are able ‘to lie under arms and meet death without regret’. [From 7he
Doctrine of the Mean, one of the Confucian classics]. In the regions of Yen
and Chao there were many heroes, and martyrs and warriors often came from
Liangchow. At the beginning of the Ch’ing dynasty, Yen Hsi-chai and Li Kang-
chu practiced both the literary and military arts. Yen Hsi-chai traveled over a
thousand /i (about 0.5 K.M.) to the north of the Great Wall to learn the art
of fencing. He contended with brave soldiers and won. Hence he said: ‘If one
lacks either the literary or the military arts, is this the true way?’... As far as
we students are concerned, the installation of a school and the instruction given
by its teachers are only the external and objective aspect. We also have the internal,
the subjective aspect. When one’s decision is made in his heart, then all parts of
the body obey its orders. Fortune and misfortune are of our own seeking. I
wish to be virtuous, and lo, virtue is at hand.” [From the Confucian Analects.]
How much more this is true of physical education! If we do not have the will
to act, then even though the exterior and the objective are perfect, they still
cannot benefit us. Hence, when we speak of physical education, we should begin
with individual initiative.

4. The Utility of Physical Education

Because man is an animal, movement is most important for him. And be-
cause he is a rational animal, his movements must have a reason. But why is
movement deserving of esteem? Why is rational movement deserving of es-
teem? To say that movement helps in earning a living is trivial. To say that
movement protects the nation is lofty. Yet neither



A Study of Physical Education

is the basic reason. The object of movement is simply to preserve our life
and gladden our hearts. Chu Hsi stresses respect, and Lu Chiu-ytian stresses
tranquility. Tranquility is tranquil, and respect is not action; it is merely tran-
quil. Lao Tzu said that immobility was the ultimate goal; the Buddha sought
quiet and methods of contemplation. The art of contemplation is esteemed by
the disciples of Chu and Lu. Recently there have been those who, following
these masters, have spoken of methods of contemplation, boasted about the
effectiveness of their methods, and expressed contempt for those who exercise,
thereby ruining their own bodies. This is perhaps one way, but I would not
venture to imitate it. In my humble opinion, there is only movement in heaven
and on earth.

One often hears it said that the mind and the body cannot both be perfect
at the same time, that those who use their minds are deficient in physical
health and those with a robust body are generally deficient in mental capaci-
ties. This kind of talk is also absurd and applies only to those who are weak in
will and feeble in action, which is generally not the case of superior men. Con-
fucius died at the age of seventy-two, and I have not heard that his body was
not healthy. The Buddha traveled continually, preaching his doctrine, and he
died atan old age. Jesus had the misfortune to die unjustly. As for Mohammed,
he subjugated the world holding the Koran in his left hand and a sword in his
right. All these men were called sages and are among the greatest thinkers...

Physical education not only strengthens the body but also enhances our
knowledge. There is a saying: Civilize the mind and make savage the body. This
is an apt saying. In order to civilize the mind one must first make savage the
body. If the body is made savage, then the civilized mind will follow. Knowledge
consists in knowing the things in the world, and in discerning their laws. In this
matter we must rely on our body, because direct observation depends on the ears and
eyes, and reflection depends on the brain. The ears and eyes, as well as the brain,
may be considered parts of the body. When the body is perfect, then knowledge is
also perfect. Hence one can say that knowledge is acquired indirectly through
physical education. Physical strength is required to undertake the study of the
numerous modern sciences, whether in school or through independent study.
He who is equal to this is the man with a strong body; he who is not equal to
it is the man with a weak body. The division between the strong and the weak
determines the area of responsibilities each can assume.

Physical education not only enhances knowledge, it also harmonizes the
sentiments. The power of the sentiments is extremely great. The ancients en-

4



A Study of Physical Education

deavoured to discipline them with reason. Hence they asked, ‘Is the master
[i.e., reason] always alert?” They also said: ‘One should discipline the heart
with reason.” But reason proceeds from the heart, and the heart resides in the
body. We often observe that the weak are enslaved by their sentiments and are
incapable of mastering them. Those whose senses are imperfect or whose limbs
are defective are often enslaved by excessive passion, and reason is incapable of
saving them. Hence it may be called an invariable law that when the body is
perfect and healthy, the sentiments are also correct...

Physical education not only harmonizes the emotions, it also strengthens
the will. The great utility of physical education lies precisely in this. The prin-
ciple aim of physical education is military heroism. Such objects of military
heroism as courage, dauntlessness, audacity, and perseverance are all matters
of will. Let me explain this with and example. To wash our feet in ice water
makes us acquire courage and dauntlessness, as well as audacity. In general,
any form of exercise, if pursued continuously will help to train us in persever-
ance. Long-distance running is particularly good training in perseverance. ‘My
strength uprooted mountains, my energy dominate the world’ [from a poem
attributed to Hsiang Yii]—this is courage. ‘If I don’t behead Lou Lan, I swear I
will not return’—this is dauntlessness. To replace the family with the nation—
this is audacity. ‘[Yii] was away from his home for eight years, and though he
thrice passed the door of it, he did not enter’ [reference to Mencius]—this is
perseverance. All these can be accomplished merely on the basis of daily phys-
ical education. 7he will is the antecedent of a manss career.

Those whose bodies are small and frail are flippant in their behaviour. Those
whose skin is flabby are soft and dull in will. Thus does the body influence
the mind. The purpose of physical education is to strengthen the muscles and
the bones; as a result, knowledge is enhanced, the sentiments are harmonized,
and the will is strengthened. The muscles and the bones belong to our body;
knowledge, sentiments, and will belong to our heart. When both the body
and the heart are at ease, one may speak of perfect harmony. Hence, physical
education is nothing else but the nourishing of our lives and the gladdening
of our hearts.
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5. The Reasons for Disliking Exercise

Exercise is the most important part of physical education. Nowadays stu-
dents generally dislike exercise. There are four reasons for this: (1) They do not
have self-awareness. If a thing is to be put into practice, one must first take
pleasure in it. One must understand in detail the whys and the wherefores. To
know in detail the whys and the wherefores is self-awareness. People generally
do not know the interrelation between exercise and themselves—or they may
know it in general terms but not intimately... (2) They cannot change their
long-established habits. Our country has always stressed literary accomplish-
ment. People blush to wear short clothes. [The mode of dress of the swordsmen
of King Wen of Chao, according to a chapter of the Taoist classic Chuang
Tzu.] Hence there is the common saying, ‘A good man does not become a sol-
dier’... (3) Exercise has not been propagated forcefully... (4) Students feel that
exercise is shameful. According to my humble observation, this is really their
major reason for disliking exercise. Flowing garments, a slow gait, a grave, calm
gaze—these constitute a fine deportment, respected by society. Why should
one suddenly extend an arm or expose a leg, stretch and bend down? Is this not
strange? Hence there are those who know well that their body needs exercise
and, moreover, wish very much to do so, but they cannot. There are those who
can exercise only with a group, not by themselves, and those who can exercise
in privacy but not in public. In short, all this is due to feelings of shame. All
four of these are reasons for disliking exercise. The first and the fourth are sub-
jective, and changing them depends on ourselves: the second and third are ob-
jective, and changing them depends on others: “What the superior man seeks
is in himself” [Analects], that which depends on others is of lesser importance.

6. The Methods of Exercise Should be Few

Tseng Wen-cheng washed his feet before going to bed and walked a thou-
sand steps after meals, benefiting greatly from this method. There was an
eighty-year-old man who was still healthy. On being asked how he maintained
his health, he replied, ‘I don’t eat hearty meals, that’s all.” Nowadays the meth-
ods of exercise are very diverse, more than I can count. But although there may
be several score or even several hundred, ‘A branch in the forest is sufficient for
the bird to lodge in, and if it drinks at the river it does not drink more than
what its stomach can hold.” [From Chuang Tzu] We have only this body and
only these senses, bones, viscera, and veins. Even though there are several hun-
dred methods of exercise, all of them are aimed at improving the circulation of

6
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the blood. 1f one method can accomplish this, the result of a hundred methods
is the same as that of one. Therefore the other ninety-nine methods can be dis-
pensed with. ‘Our eyes can see only one thing at a time; our ears can hear only
one sound at a time.”[From Hsun Tzu, a Confucian ‘realist]. To employ a hun-
dred different methods to train the muscles and the bones only disturbs them...

7. The Points to Which We Must Pay Attention When We Exercise

We should have perseverance in all things. Exercise is no exception. Sup-
pose there are two men who exercise. One practices and then stops, the other
is unremitting in his practice. There will certainly be a difference in the results.
First of all, perseverance in exercise creates interest. In general, that which is at
rest cannot set itself in motion; there must be something to move it. And this
something can only be interest...

Interest arises from unremitting daily exercise. The best way is to exercise
twice a day—on getting up and before going to bed—in the nude; the next
best way is to wear light clothes. Too much clothing impedes movement. If
one does this daily, the idea of exercise is continually present and never in-
terrupted. Today’s exercise is a continuation of yesterday’s exercise and thus
leads to tomorrow’s exercise. The individual exercise periods need not be long;
thirty minutes are sufficient. In this way, a certain interest will naturally arise.
Secondly, perseverance in exercise can create pleasure. Exercise over a long time can
produce great results and give rise to a feeling of personal value. As a result, we will
be able to study with joy, and every day will see some progress in our virtue. Our
heart is filled with boundless joy because we have persevered and obtained a result.
Pleasure and interest are distinct. Interest is the origin of exercise and pleasure
its consequence. Interest arises from the action, and pleasure from the result.
The two are naturally different.

Perseverance without concentration of mind can hardly produce results. If
we look at flowers from a galloping horse, even though we may look daily, it is
like not having seen them at all. If one person’s heart follows a swan in the sky,
he cannot compete with the person who has meanwhile been studying careful-
ly. Hence one should concentrate all one’s effort on exercise. During exercise,
the mind should be on the exercise. Idle and confused thoughts should all be
put aside...

The superior man’s deportment is cultivated and agreeable, but one cannot
say this about exercise. Exercise should be savage and rude. To be able to leap
on horseback and to shoot at the same time; to go from battle to battle; to
shake the mountains by one’s cries, and the colours of the sky by one’s roars of

7
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anger; to have the strength to uproot mountains like Hsiang Yii and the audac-
ity to pierce the mark like Yu Chi—all this is savage and rude and has nothing
to do with delicacy. In order to progress in exercise, one must be savage. If one
is savage, one will have great vigour and strong muscles and bones. The method
of exercise should be rude; then one can apply oneself seriously and it will be
easy to exercise. These two things are especially important for beginners.

There are three things to which we must pay attention in exercise: (1) perse-
verance, (2) concentration of all our strength, and (3) that it be savage and rude.
There are many other things that require attention. Here I have merely indicat-
ed the most important ones. ..



TO HAKURO TOTEN (Miyazaki Toten)?
April 1917
Dear Mr. Hakuro Toten,

We have long admired your integrity but regret not having had the privilege
of your acquaintance. Even at this great distance your reputation is enough to
inspire us.

Sir, you gave moral support to Huang® [when he was alive] and now mourn
him with your tears. He is to be buried, and you have come across a myriad
leagues of waves to bid him farewell at his grave. Your lofty friendship reaches
as high as the sun and moon; your sincerity moves gods and spirits. Both are
rare in this world, in the past as well today.

Chih-fan and Tse-tung are schoolboys in Hunan who have acquired some
knowledge of the classics and have disciplined their aspirations. We long to
have an opportunity to meet you, to learn deportment and receive instructions
from you. We shall feet extremely honoured if our request is granted.

Students at the First Teachers’ Training College, Hunan
signed

Hsiao Chin-fan
Mao Tse-Tung

2. (1870-1922) a Meiji shishi (extremist patriot) and supporter of the revolutionary activities of Sun Yat-
sen and his comrades.

3. Huang Hsing (1874-1916), a revolutionary leader and supporter of Sun Yat-sen, who was buried on
15 April 1917
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TO THE GLORY OF THE HANS*

July & August 1919

Toward a New Golden Age

...What is the greatest question in the world? The greatest question is that
of getting food to eat. What is the greatest force? The greatest force is that of
the union of the popular masses. What should we not fear? We should not fear
heaven. We should not fear ghosts. We should not fear the dead, we should
not fear the bureaucrats. We should not fear the militarists. We should not fear
the capitalists...

The time has come! The great tide in the world is rolling ever more impet-
uously!...He who conforms to it shall survive, he who resists it shall perish...

As a result of the world war and the bitterness of their lives, the popular
masses in many countries have suddenly undertaken all sorts of action. In Rus-
sia, they have overthrown the aristocrats and driven out the rich... The army
of the red flag swarms over the East and the West, sweeping away numerous
enemies... The whole world has been shaken by it... Within the area enclosed
by the Great Wall and the China Sea, the May 4" Movement has arisen. Its
banner has advanced southward, across the Yellow River to the Yangtze. From
Canton to Hankow, many real-life dramas have been performed; from Lake
Tungt'ing to the Min River the tide is rising. Heaven and earth are aroused,
the traitors and the wicked are put to flight. Ha! We know it! We are awakened!
The world is ours, the nation is ours, society is ours. If we do not speak, who
will speak? If we do not act, who will act? If we do not rise up and fight, who
will rise up and fight...

It is not that basically we have no strength; the source of our impotence lies
in our lack of practice. For thousands of years the Chinese people of several
hundred millions have all led a life of slaves. Only one person—the ‘emper-
or'—was not a slave, or rather one could say that even he was the slave of

4. This article and the following one were extracted from the manifesto written by comrade Hao
Jor the first issue of his magazine, ‘Hsiang-chiang ping-lun, in July 1919, and from his article
“The great union of the popular masses, published in nos. 2-4 of the same periodical, July and
August 1919.
10



To the Glory of Hans

‘heaven’. When the emperor was in control of everything, we were given no
opportunity for practice...

We must act energetically to carry out the great union of the popular mass-
es, which will not brook a moment’s delay... our Chinese people possess great
intrinsic energy. The more profound the oppression, the greater its resistance;
that which has accumulated for a long time will surely burst forth quickly. The
great union of the Chinese people must be achieved Gentlemen! We must all
exert ourselves, we must all advance with the utmost strength. Our golden age,
our age of brightness and splendour lies ahead!

11



THE GREAT UNION OF THE POPULAR MASSES

The decadence of the state, the sufferings of humanity, and the darkness
of society have all reached an extreme. To be sure, among the methods of
improvement and reform, education, industrialization, strenuous efforts, cre-
ation, destruction (of that which is bad and outmoded), and construction are
all right, but there is a method more fundamental than these, which is that of
the great union of the popular masses.

If we study history, we find that all the movements that have occurred in the
course of history, of whatever type may be, have all without exception resulted
from the union of a certain number of people. A greater movement naturally
requires a greater union, and the greatest movement requires the greatest union.
All such unions are more likely to appear in a time of reform and resistance...

That which decides between victory and defeat is the solidity or weakness of
the union and whether the ideology that serves as its basis is new or old, true
or false...

[The aristocrats and capitalists and other powerful people in society have
carried their oppression to an extreme]... and consequently the decadence of
the state, the sufferings of humanity, and the darkness of society have also
reached an extreme. It is then that reform and resistance arise, and that the
great union of the popular masses is achieved.

When the great union of the popular masses of France opposed the great
union of the adherents of the monarchy and the victory of political reform had
been attained, many countries followed the French example and undertook all
sorts of ‘political reforms’. After last year’s struggle in Russia, which pitted the
great union of the popular masses against the great union of the aristocracy and
the great union of the capitalists and led to the victory of ‘social reform’, many
countries—Hungary, Austria, Czechoslovakia, Germany—have followed Rus-
sia’s example and have undertaken all sorts of social reforms. Although this
victory is not complete... it may certainly become so, and one can also imagine
that it will spread throughout the whole world.

Why is the great union of the popular masses so terribly effective? Because
the popular masses in any country are much more numerous than the aristoc-
racy, the capitalists, and the other holders of power in society...

We should know that our brothers of other lands have often employed this
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The Great Union of the Popular Masses

method in pursuing their interests. We must arise and imitate them, we must
carry out our great union... As soon as we arise and let out a shout, the traitors
will get up and tremble and flee for their lives.

If we wish to achieve a great union, in order to resist the powerful people
whom we face, who harm their fellow men, and in order to pursue our own in-
terests, we must necessarily have many small unions to serve as its foundation...
Because our circumstances and professions are different, there are also certain
differences, large or small, in the sphere of our common interests... Hence, the
method (union) for seeking our common interests also displays certain differ-
ences, large or small...

We are peasants, and so we want to unite with others who cultivate the land
like we do, in order to pursue our various interests. The interests of us who
cultivate the land can only be protected by ourselves!... How do the landlords
treat us? Are the rents and taxes heavy or light? Are our houses satisfactory or
not? Are our bellies full or not? Is there enough land? Are there those in the
village who have no land to cultivate? We must constantly seek answers to all
these questions... We are workers, we wish to unite with others who work like
ourselves in order to pursue the various interests of us workers... We cannot
fail to seek a solution to such questions concerning us workers as the level of
our wages, the length of the working day, and the equal or unequal sharing of
dividends...

We are students, we are already living in the twentieth century and yet they
still compel us to observe the old ceremonies and the old methods. The coun-
try is about to perish, and yet they still paste up posters forbidding us to love
our country,... We want our own union... We are women, we are sunk even
deeper in a sea of bitterness, we want to carry out our union...
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MISS CHAQO’S SUICIDE?
November 16, 1919

A person’s suicide is entirely determined by circumstances. Was Miss Chao’s
original idea to seek death? On the contrary, it was to seek life. If Miss Chao
ended up by secking death instead, it is because circumstances drove her to
this. The circumstances in which Miss Chao found herself were the following:
(1) Chinese society; (2) the Chao family of Nanyang Street in Changsha; (3)
the Wu family of Kantzuyuan Street in Changsha, the family of the husband
she did not want. These three factors constituted three iron nets, composing a
kind of triangular cage. Once caught in these three nets, it was in vain that she
sought life in every way possible. There was no way for her to go on living; the
contrary of life is death, and Miss Chao thus felt compelled to die... If, among
these three factors, there had been one that was not an iron net, or if one of
these nets had opened, Miss Chao would certainly not have died. (1) If Miss
Chao’s parents had not had recourse to compulsion but had yielded before
Miss Chao’s free will, Miss Chao would certainly not have died; (2) if Miss
Chao’s parents had not resorted to compulsion but had permitted Miss Chao
to explain her point of view to the family of her future husband, and to explain
the reasons for her refusal, and if in the end the family of her future husband
had accepted her point of view and respected her individual freedom, Miss
Chao would certainly not have died; (3) even if her parents and the family of
her future husband had refused to accept her free will, if in society there had
been a powerful group of public opinion to support her, if there were an en-
tirely new world where the fact of running away from one’s parents’ home and
finding refuge elsewhere were considered honourable and not dishonourable,
in this case, too, Miss Chao would certainly not have died. If Miss Chao is
dead today, it is because she was solidly enclosed by the three iron nets (society,
her own family, the family of her future husband); she sought life in vain and
finally was led to seek death...

Yesterday’s incident was important. It happened because of the shameful
system of arranged marriages, because of the darkness of the social system, the

5. Extracted from several articles published in the ‘Changsha Ta-kung-pa, beginning on 16
November 1919
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Miss Chao's Suicide

negation of the individual will, and the absence of the freedom to choose one’s
own mate. It is to be hoped that interested persons will comment on all aspects
of this affair, and that they will defend the honour of a girl who died a martyr’s
death for the cause of the freedom to choose her own love...

The family of the parents and the family of the future husband are both
bound up with society; they are both parts of society. We must understand that
the family of the parents and the family of the future husband have commit-
ted a crime, but the source of this crime lies in society. It is true that the two
families themselves carried out this crime; but a great part of the culpability
was transmitted to them by society. Moreover, if society were good, even if
the families had wanted to carry out this crime, they would not have had the
opportunity to do so...

Since there are factors in our society that have brought about the death of
Miss Chao, this society is an extremely dangerous thing. It was capable of caus-
ing the death of Miss Chao; it could also cause the death of Miss Ch'ieh, Miss
Sun, or Miss Li. It is capable of killing men as well as women. All of us, the
potential victims, must be on our guard before this dangerous thing that could
inflict a fatal, blow on us. We should protest loudly, warn the other human
beings who are not yet dead, and condemn the countless evils of our society...

If we conduct a campaign in favour of marriage reform, it is first of all
the superstitions about marriage that must be demolished, above all the belief
that marriages are predestined by fate. Once these beliefs are demolished, the
pretext behind which this arrangement of marriages by parents hides itself
will disappear at the same time, and then the concept of incompatibility of
husband and wife will immediately appear in society. And with the appearance
of the concept of incompatibility of husband and wife, the army of the family
revolution will arise in countless numbers, and the great wave of the freedom
of marriage and of the freedom to love will sweep over China...

My attitude toward suicide is to reject it... First of all, man’s goal is to seek
life, and he should not go against the grain of his natural tendency and seek
death... Secondly, although suicide results from the fact that society deprives
people of all hope... we should struggle against society in order to regain the
hope that we have lost... We should die fighting... Thirdly, if people show re-
spect for those who have courageously put an end to their own lives, that does
not at all mean that they respect suicide as such, but rather that they respect the
courageous spirit of resistance to brute force, which inspires the person who
commits suicide...
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Miss Chao's Suicide

It is so much better to be killed in fighting than to take one’s own life!
The goal of struggle is not ‘to be killed by others’ but ‘to aspire toward the
emergence of a true personality.” If a person does not attain this despite all his
efforts, if he fights to the death and sacrifices himself, then he will be the most
courageous of all on earth, and his tragedy will make a great impression on
men’s minds!...

16



COMMUNISM AND DICTATORSHIP®
November 1920, January 1921

In his lecture at Changsha, Russell... took a position in favour of commu-
nism but against the dictatorship of the workers and peasants. He said that
one should employ the method of education to change the consciousness of
the propertied classes, and that in this way it would not be necessary to limit
freedom or to have recourse to war and bloody revolution... My objections
to Russell’s view point can be stated in a few words: “This is all very well as a
theory, but it is unfeasible in practice’.... Education requires money, people
and instruments. In today’s world money is entirely in the hands of the capi-
talists. Those who have charge of education are all either capitalists or wives of
capitalists. In today’s world the schools and the press, the two most important
instruments of education are entirely under capitalist control. In short, educa-
tion in today’s world is capitalist education. If we teach capitalism to children,
these children, when they grow up will in turn teach capitalism to a second
generation of children. Education thus remains in the hands of the capitalists.
Then the capitalists have ‘parliaments’ to pass laws protecting the capitalists
and handicapping the proletariat; they have ‘governments’ to apply these laws
and to enforce the advantages and the prohibitions that they contain; they have
‘armies’ and ‘police’ to defend the well-being of the capitalists and to repress
the demands of the proletariat; they have ‘banks’ to serve as repositories in the
circulation of their wealth; they have ‘factories’, which are the instruments by
which they monopolize the production of goods. Thus, if the communists do
not seize political power, they will not be able to find any refuge in this world;
how; under such circumstances, could they take charge of education? Thus,
the capitalists will continue to control education and to praise their capital-
ism to the skies, so that the number of converts to the proletariat’s commu-
nist propaganda will diminish from day to day. Consequently, I believe that
the method of education is unfeasible... What I have just said constitutes the
first argument. The second argument is that, based on the principle of mental
habits and on my observation of human history, I am of the opinion that one
absolutely cannot expect the capitalists to become converted to communism...

6. Extracted from two letters to Isai Ho-sen, in November 1920 and January 1921.
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Communism and Dictatorship

If one wishes to use the power of education to transform them, then since one
cannot obtain control of the whole or even an important part of the two in-
struments of education—schools and the press—even if one has a mouth and
a tongue and one or two schools and newspapers as a means of propaganda,
this is really not enough to change the mentality of the adherents of capital-
ism even slightly; how then can one hope that the latter will repent and turn
toward the good? So much from a psychological standpoint. From a historical
standpoint... one observes that no despot imperialist and militarist through-
out history has ever been known to leave the stage of history of his own free
will without being overthrown by the people. Napoleon I proclaimed himself
emperor and failed; then there was Napoleon, III. Yuan Shih-K’ai failed; then,
also there was Tuan Ch'i-Jui... From what I have just said based on both a psy-
chological and a historical standpoint, it can be seen that capitalism cannot be
overthrown by the force of a few feeble efforts in the domain of education. This
is the second argument. There is yet a third argument, most assuredly a very
important argument, even more important in reality. If we use peaceful means
to attain the goal of communism, when will we finally achieve it? Let us assume
that a century will be required, a century marked by the unceasing groans of
the proletariat. What position shall we adopt in the face of this situation? The
proletariat is many times more numerous than the bourgeoisie; if we assume
that the proletariat constitutes two-thirds of humanity, then one billion of the
earth’s one billion five hundred million inhabitants are proletarians (I fear that
the figure is even higher), who during this century will be cruelly exploited by
the remaining third of capitalists. How can we bear this? Furthermore, since
the proletariat has already become conscious of the fact that it, too should pos-
sess wealth, and of the fact that its sufferings are unnecessary, the proletarians
are discontented, and a demand for communism has arisen and has already
become a fact. This fact confronts us, we cannot make it disappear; when we
become conscious of it—we wish to act. This is why, in my opinion, the Rus-
sian revolution, as well as the radical communists in every country, will daily
grow more powerful and numerous and more tightly organized. This is the
natural result. This is the third argument...

There is a further point pertaining to my doubts about anarchism. My ar-
gument pertains not merely to the impossibility of a society without power or
organization. I should like to mention only the difficulties in the way of the
establishment of such form of society and of its final attainment... For all the
reasons just stated, my present viewpoint on absolute liberalism, anarchism,
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and even democracy is that those things are fine in theory, but not feasible in
practice...
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THE ROLE OF THE MERCHANTS IN THE NATIONAL REV-
OLUTION’

July 11, 1923

The present coup d’état has roused the merchants, who have persistently
ignored politics, and has led them suddenly to look up and pay attention to
politics. This is most welcome news!... The Shanghai Chamber of Commerce...
has published a declaration to the whole nation. The declaration says: “We
venture to proclaim with sincerity to the Chinese and the foreigners that from
the fourteenth day of this month our people do not recognize any action of
Ts'ao K'un and Kao Ling-weti, following their usurpation of political power...
as qualified to represent the country...’

At the same time the Chamber of Commerce resolved not to recognize
the national assembly, which ‘cannot represent the people’s will’, and resolved,
moreover, to organize a democratic committee as the organ for dealing posi-
tively with the affairs of the nation. This action... may be regarded as the first
gesture of the merchants to intervene in politics and as a manifestation of the
fact that the merchants, who remained silent for three years, now speak in
awesome tones.

The present political problem in China is none other than the problem, of
the national revolution [kuomin ko-ming]. To use the strength of the people to
overthrow the militarists and foreign imperialism, with which the former are
in collusion to accomplish their treasonable acts, is the historic mission of the
Chinese people. This revolution is the task of the people as a whole. The mer-
chants, workers, peasants, students, and teachers should all come forward to
take on the responsibility for a portion of the revolutionary work; but because
of historical necessity and current tendencies, the work for which the mer-
chants should be responsible in the national revolution is both more urgent
and more important than the work that the rest of the people should take upon
themselves. We know that the politics of semi-colonial China is characterized
by the fact that the militarists and the foreign powers have banded together to
impose a twofold oppression on the people of the whole country. The people

7. Extracted front the article “Ihe Peking coup d’etat and the merchants, published in Hsiang-
tao, nos. 31-32 (11 July 1923).
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The Role of Merchants

of the whole country naturally suffer profoundly under this kind of twofold
oppression. Nevertheless, the merchants are the ones who feel these sufferings
most acutely and most urgently. Everybody knows that the /ikin and customs
duties are matters of life and death for the merchants. The pressing demands
for the merchants to ‘abolish the /ikin and raise the tariffs’ are the expression of
their most immediate interest. But abolishing the /ikin and raising the tariffs is
not something that can be easily done, because abolishing the /ikin hurts the
interests of the militarists and raising the tariffs hurts the interest of foreign
imperialism. If the /ikin were abolished completely the militarists would grow
thinner day by day, and the merchants fatter. In that case, the merchants would
need only to shout in order to overthrow the militarists. But the clever mili-
tarists definitely will not do such a foolish thing as to lift a stone in this way
and crush their own feet. And if one were to increase considerably the tariffs
on foreign goods or even go so far as to abolish the tariffs fixed by the treaties
and replace them by protective tariffs freely set by the Chinese themselves, thus
removing the fetters encumbering the Chinese merchants, the industry and
commerce of the country would develop rapidly and foreign goods would no
longer be able to gain a foothold in China. The cunning foreign imperialists are
even less likely to do such a foolish thing... The positions of the foreign powers
and the militarists on the one hand and the merchants on the other are truly
incompatible...

The merchants have hitherto ‘loved peace’ and have never imagined the
political transformation necessitated a revolution which could not be accom-
plished by  few telegrams in favour of ‘the reduction of the number of soldiers,
the application of the constitution, and financial reforms’. Still less did they
imagine that revolution necessitated their personal participation, and that only
by calling for the organization of all the people and creating a mass movement
could a revolutionary force be brought into existence. They even went so far
as to think that political reform did not require a political party and to call the
revolutionary efforts of the Kuomintang superfluous. It is impossible to com-
pare these juvenile and timid attitudes with the present situation without being
convulsed with laughter... Judging from the actions of the Shanghai merchants
in response to the coup d’état, we know that they have already changed their
attitudes, cast away their pacifism, adopted revolutionary methods, drummed
up the courage to shoulder responsibility for the affairs of the nation, and pro-
gressed rapidly.
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The Shanghai merchants have arisen and begun to act. We hope that the
merchants outside of Shanghai will all rise up and act together. The present
situation is extremely pressing, as though the fire were already singeing our
eyebrows, and does not permit us to fall idly asleep once more. At present, we
must unite the whole nation in order to carry out the revolution. Factionalism
among the merchants cannot be tolerated. They must know that foreign pow-
ers and the militarists are the common enemies of all the merchants, as well as
of the whole nation. Moreover, the advantages obtained after a successful revo-
lution will be common advantages. It is essential to unite and struggle so as to
overthrow the common enemy and assure the common interest... The broader
the organization of merchants, the greater will be their influence, the greater
will be their ability to lead the people of the whole country, and the more rapid
the success of the revolution!

In conclusion, we have the following warnings for the merchants of the
whole country: (1) The great cause of revolution is no easy matter, even less
so in China, a country under the two-fold pressure of the foreign powers and
the militarists. The only solution is to call upon the merchants, the workers,
the peasants, the students, and the teachers of the whole country, as well as
all the others who constitute our nation and who suffer under a common op-
pression, and to establish a closely knit united front. It is only then that this
revolution will succeed... We must no longer neglect the lesson to be learned
from previous experience, when the Association of Merchants and Teachers
refused participation of the workers. (2) Now that the merchants have already
courageously taken the first step in the revolution, they must take the second
step... endeavour to move forward, and never stop until they have attained
their goal. Above all, they must never stop on meeting a slight obstruction, or
set out on the false path of making an agreement with the foreign powers and
the militarists. Everyone must believe that the only way to save both himself
and the nation is through the national revolution. Many revolutionary causes
throughout history may serve as our reference and our guide. Circumstances
call upon us to perform a historic task. We can no longer be negligent! To open
a new era through revolutionary methods, and to build a new nation—such is
the historic mission of the Chinese people. We must never forget it!
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THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT AND THE FOREIGNERS?
August 29, 1923

We often say: “The Chinese Government is the counting-house of our for-
eign masters’. Perhaps there are some who don’t believe this. We also say: “The
false show of friendship by foreigners (especially Englishmen and Americans)
is merely a pretense of “amity” in order that they may squeeze out more of the
fat and blood of the Chinese people’. Perhaps there are some who don't believe
this either. Ever since the prohibition against the export of cotton was repealed
owing to the opposition of the foreigners, it has been impossible not to believe
what we have just said to some extent. Now that the foreigners have put pres-
sure on the government to abolish the cigarette tax in Checkiang and other
provinces, it is impossible not to believe it a little more...

Of the cigarettes produced by English and American companies, a small
portion is imported from England, America, and Japan, and a large portion
is manufactured by English and American merchants using Chinese tobacco
and Chinese labour in factories set up in Shanghai, Hankow, and elsewhere in
China. When the manufactured cigarettes leave the factory, small tax is paid,
in accordance with ‘treaties’. They are then transported in bulk to the various
provinces, and China is not allowed again to tax them ‘freely’. In Chekiang
Province alone, the sale of cigarettes amounts to ‘over ten million yuan a year’.
There is no accurate total figure for the annual sale of cigarettes in the whole
nation; estimating on the basis of sales in Chekiang alone, it must be above
200 million yuan. This is really ‘frightening to hear’! I ask my 400 million
brethren to ponder awhile: What does the ‘amity’ of the foreigners really mean?

The ‘Council of Ministers” of the Chinese Government is really both ac-
commodating and agreeable. If one of our foreign masters farts, it is a lovely
perfume. If our foreign masters want to export cotton, the Council of Min-
isters thereupon abolishes the prohibition of the export of cotton; if our for-
eign masters want to bring in cigarettes, the Council of Ministers thereupon
‘instructs the several provinces by telegram to stop levying taxes on cigarettes’.
Again, I ask my 400 million brethren to ponder a little. Isnt it true that the

8. Extracted from the article “The Cigarette tax, published in Hsiang-tao, no. 38, 29 August
1923
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Chinese Government is the counting-house of our foreign masters?
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THE BITTER SUFFERINGS OF THE PEASANTS IN KIANG-
SU AND CHEKIANG, AND THEIR MOVEMENTS OF RESIS-
TANCE®

November 25, 1926

If one takes the boat from Wubhsi, the first place at which one arrives is
the market town of Kushan. It is situated between the three Asien of Chiang-
yin, Shangshu, and Wubhsi. In these three Asien there are many big land-lords
who oppress the farmers very severely. Last autumn, a certain Kushan student
who had studied in Japan, by the name of Chou Shui-p’ing, returned to this
village. (Chou had first graduated from Wuhsi Provincial Teachers” College).
He could not bear the sight (of such oppression), and encouraged the tenant
farmers to organize into a body called the “Tenant Farmers’ Cooperative Self-
help Society’. Chou moved from village to village speaking with tears in his
eyes of the sufferings of the peasants, A large num