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CAMPAIGN FOR EDUCATION
AND CULTURE

(March 1927)

In China education and culture have always been
eserved exclusively for the landlords, and the peas-

ts were denied access to them. But the culture of
he landlords is created by the Ppeasants, for its source;
s the sweat and blood of the peasants. In China 90
grer cent of the people have no culture or education,
$®nd of these the overwhelming majority are peasants.

With the downfall of the power of the landlords in
e rural areas, the peasants’ movement for education
gnd culture has begun. The peasants, who hitherto
WPitterly hated the schools, are now zealously organizing

Evening classes, The “foreign-style schools” were
¥ 'Ways unpopular with the peasants. During my home
isits in-my student days, I used to join in with “foreign-
g'vle” students and teachers and stand for the interests

Df the “foreign-style schools” and alWays thought the

Peasants were somehow wrong in opposing such
_ FhUDlS- It was during my six months in the country-
$lde in 1925, when I was already a Communist and
ad adopted the Marxist viewpoint, that I realized I
ad been wrong and the peasants right. The teaching

1
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t the whole province — something quite different
om the futile clamour of the intelligentsia and so-
lled “educators” for “popular education’”, which
ained idle words.

From Report of an Investigation into
the Peasant Movement in Hunan

materials used in the rural primary schools all de
with urban matters and were in no way adapted
the needs of the rural areas. Besides, the primg
school teachers behaved very badly towards the De
ants who, far from finding them helpful, came to d
like them. As a result, the peasants wanted old-stj
rather than modern schools — “Chinese schools”,
they call them, rather than “foreign schools” — a
they preferred the masters of the old-style school
the teachers in the primary schools. :
Now the peasants are energetically establishing wk
they call peasant schools, which are in fact evenil
classes. Many such schools have been opened &
others are being established: on the average there
one school to every township. The peasants are ve
enthusiastic about establishing such schools, and rega
only such schools as their own. The funds for evenir
classes come from the “public revenue derived fra
superstitious practices”, the funds of ancestral templ
and other kinds of public funds and public proper
that have been lying idle. The county educatic
boards wanted to use these public funds for establis
ing primary schools, that is, “foreign-style schools” nl
adapted to the needs of the peasants, while the pes
ants wanted to use them for peasant schools; in t
end the funds were shared, though in certain plac
the peasants got them all. With the growth of th
peasant movement, the cultural leye] of the peasani
has risen rapidly. Before long tens of thousand
of schools will spring up in the rural areas througk
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MYTH AND REALITY

(August 1937)

. . . The innumerable transformations in mythol
for instance, K'uafu’s racing with the sun in the
of Mountains and Seas,! Yi’s shooting down of &
suns in Huai Nan Tze,? Monkey’s seventy-two m
morphoses in the Pilgrimage to the West,? the nurn
ous episodes in the Strange Tales from the Care;
Studio* of ghosts and foxes metamorphosed into hut

1 Written during the era of the Warring States (403-221 B
In one of the legends K’uafu is described as a superman
runs a race with the sun. Winning the race, he makes a !
in the sun but finally dies of thirst.

2Yi is one of the legendary heroes of ancient China, fanii

for his archery. According to a legend in Huai Nan
compiled in the second century B.C., there were ten su

the sky in the days of Emperor Yao. To put an end to
damage to vegetation caused by the scorching sunbeams, |
ordered Yi to shoot the suns down. In another legend
corded by Wang Yi (second century A.D.), the archer is
to have shot down nine of the ten suns.

hero of the novel, is a brave and resourceful monkey.
has the mysterious power of changing himself at will |
seventy-two forms, such as a bird, a tree, a stone, etc.

4 A famous collection of 431 tales written by P’u Sung:
in the seventeenth century.

L
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s — the transformations of opposites into each

eing
ther as told in these legends are not actual transfor-

ations as manifested in actual contradictions, but are
sort of childish, imaginary, subjectively fancied
ansformations that are called forth in men’s minds
vy the innumerable transformations of complicated,
pal contradictions into each other. Marx said:
All mythology masters and dominates and shapes
e forces of nature in and through the imagina-
on, hence it disappears as soon as man gains
astery over the forces of nature.””’ Although stories
f endless metamorphoses in mythology or nursery
ales can delight people because they imaginatively
mbody man’s conquest of the forces of nature and,
horeover, the best mythology possesses, as Marx put
, “eternal charm”, yet mythology is not based on
e specific conditions of actual contradictions and
erefore does not scientifically reflect reality. That is
> say, in mythology or nursery tales the aspects that

bnstitute contradiction have only a fancied identity,
Ol a real one.

From On Contradiction

1 f - k
Marx, A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy,

W& ed, Chicago, 1904, pp, 310-311,
3 A novel written in the sixteenth century. Sun Wu-k’
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STUDY

(October 1938)

As a general rule, all Communist Party mem b
ho have some qualifications for study should stu
he theory of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin, __
istory of our nation and the situation and trend
he current movement; and with the help of th
romrades, we must organize education for those
are poorly educated. This general rule has spec
Feference to all cadres, above all to members of |
Central Committee and senior cadres who sho
intensify their study of these subjects. It is impossi
for a party to lead a great revolutionary movement
victory without knowledge of revolutionary the
and history, and a profound understanding of
current movement.

™ The theory of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin
universally applicable.

Marxism-Leninism as the science of revolution.

We should not regard it a
dogma, but as a guide to action. We should not merfgsures

learn Marxist-Leninist terms and phrases but stugs.

12 1n history; as we are believers in the Marxis

¢ also study their standpoint and approach in ex-
\ining problems and solving them. Our Party has
a better knowledge of Marxism-Leninism than in
past, but this knowledge is still far from being wide-
ead or deep. Our task is to lead a great nation of
reral hundred million people to carry on a great
] unprecedented struggle. Therefore to spread and
pen the study of Marxism-Leninism is for us a big
bblem which we must solve promptly and by positive
Jeavour. I hope that, after this plenary session of
p Central Committee, a competition in study will
started throughout the Party, and we shall see who
lly learns something, and who learns more and bet-
So far as the people shouldering the main respon-
ilities of leadership are concerned, if we can have
our Party one to two hundred comrades who have
juired a systematic, not fragmentary, a practical,
:Elbstract, knowledge of Marxism-Leninism, the
ting capacity of our Party will be greatly height-
d and our work in defeating Japanese imperialism
I be accelerated. _
Another task for us is to study our historical her- )
£ &nq sum it up critically with the Marxist method.
Nation has a history of several thousand years
its own characteristics and its own store of
But in these matters we are mere school-
The China of today has developed from th

|

should not only understand the general laws whroach to history, we must not snap the thread of his-
Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin derived from their @cal continuity. We must make a summa;ry of the
ténsive study of real life and revolutionary experiedfory from Confucius to Sun Yat-sen and possess

6 7
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hpty and abstract_taik must be stopped and doctrin-
ism must be buried to make way for the fresh and
vely things of Chinese style and Chinese flavour
hich the common folk of China love to see and hear.
b separate the content of internationalism from the
ytional form is the practice of those who understand
bthing of internationaliSm; we must closely link the
o. There are within our ranks serious mistakes in
is respect which must be conscientiously corrected.
What are the characteristics of the present move-
ent? What are its laws? How to direct this move-
ent? All these are practical questions. To this day
e have not yet fully understood Japanese imperialism
fully understood China. The movement is develop-
B, new things have yet to emerge and are emerging
dlessly. To study this movement in its entirety and
its development is a great task claiming our constant
ention. Anyone who refuses to study these prob-

ourselves of this valuable heritage. This will giv
much, help in directing the great movement of tg
~Communists are internationalist-Marxists, but M
ism must be integrated with the specific character
%‘ of our country and given a natienal form before it
(be put into practice. The great strength of Marx
Leninism lies in its integration with the specific .;_
olutionary practice of different countries. In the cas
the Chinese Communist Party, it is a matter of le;
ing how to apply the theory of Marxism-Leninis i
China’s specific circumstances. Chinese Commur
are part and parcel of the great Chinese nation, anc
very flesh and blood; if they talk about Marxism )
from China’s characteristics, it will be only Mars3
in the abstract, Marxism void of matter. Hence hos
turn Marxism into a living reality in China, to im
its every manifestation with the requisite
nese characteristics, that is, to apply it in accord: _
with China’s characteristics, becomes a problem will®s Seriously and carefully is no Marxist, h
the whole Party must understand and quickly solf” " * ehemy in study is seli-complacency, which must \

The foreign “eight-legged essay”' must be bani EHm_matEd before we can really learn anything.
e attitude we should adopt is “to learn without

1 The prescribed form of essay in competitive examinafflitiety” in regard to ourselves and “to teach without
in feudal China from the fifteenth to the nineteenth cent ariness’”! in regard to others

It is written to a rigid pattern and a prescribed length:; e
word in the theme, which consists of =a phrase, a senti From The Role of the Chinese Communist
or sometimes an entire passage from the Four Books of Party in the National War

Confucian Canon, must be dealt with, its meaning expous
and implications teased out with fanciful ingenuity., 3 ‘

result is formalized verbiage without real content. The # COnfucian Analects, Bk. VII, ch. 2,
“eight-legged essay” has therefore been extended to de

any piece of writing stuffed with clichés, jargon |

catchphrases.

e
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THE MAY 4 MOVEMENT

(May 1939)

/' The May 4 Movement twenty years ago mark
' new stage in China’s bourgeois-democratic revolt
against imperialism and feudalism. The campaign
cultural reform, into which the Movement grew, |
only one of the forms of this revolution. As a re
of the growth and development of new social fe
in that period, a mighty camp emerged in China’s b
geois-democratic revolution against imperialism

/ feudalism, i.e. the camp formed by the working ¢
the students and the newly-arisen national bourgeg
But it was the hundreds of thousands of students

\ marched heroically in the vanguard of the May 4 Mt
/ ment. This showed that the May 4 Movement
' advanced a step further than the Revolution of 191
China’s bourgeois-democratic revolution has pas
throMimé “Will be seen if ‘we trac
back to its formative period: the Opium War, the \
of the T’aip’ing Heavenly Kingdom, the Sino-Japan
War of 1894,! the Reformist Movement of 1898,

Boxer Movement, the Revolution of 1911, the Mai

i’ ©stablish factories in China, to open Shasi, Chungking,

_ ®Cochow and Hangchow as treaty ports, and to let Korea
Korea and provocation against China’s ground and sea for

1 This war broke out as a result of Japan’s aggression

10
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ovement, the Northern Expedition and the War of
rarian Revolution. The Anti-Japanese War to-
ay marks another r?ew stage of its developn'}ent, thf.e_
reatest, the most vigorous, the most dynamic. The
ourgeois-democratic revolution can be considered suc-
ful only when foreign imperialist forces and do- |
Lestic feudal forces have been in the main overthrown
nd an independent democratic state \=:s1:.'::1b1ishne.-d._ﬁ;I'Té‘j
)pium War and the successive revolutionary stages
ave characteristics peculiar to each. The most im-
ortant distinction between them is whether they come
efore or after the emergence of the Communist Party.
Jowever, taken as a whole, all these stages have the
eatures of a bourgeois-democratic revolution. Thisj
evolution aims at establishing a social system hitherto
nknown in Chinese history, a democratic social system;
has as its precursor feudal society, the semi-colonial,
emi-feudal society of the last hundred years, and as
§ successor socialist society. A Communist, if asked
yhy he strives first for a bourgeois-democratic society \f/

he Ag

he Chinese forces fought heroically, but the unpreparedness
Nd irresolution of the corrupt and incompetent Manchu gov-
iment brought about the ultimate defeat. A humiliating
€aty was concluded at Shimonoseki (Bakan), whereby the
‘anchu government agreed to cede Taiwan and the Penghu
Blands to Japan, to pay an indemnity of 200,000,000 taels of
lver (a tael being about 1.33 ounces), to allow the Japanese

~COme a vassal state of Japan.

11
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they will accompflish nothing. In th(_—:- final §nalysis, the 7]\
line of demarcation between revolutionary intellectuals
and non-revolutionary and counter-revolutionary in- ‘
tellectuals is whether they are willing to be identified
.nd actually identity themselves with the mass of work- } |
rs and peasants?’This alone is the line of demarca-
tion in the final analysis; ~not lip-service to the
hree People’s Principles or Marxism.\ A true revolu-
jionary must be one who is willing to be identified and
actually identifies himself with the workers and
ELS&IT!ZS. ' : .

It is now' twenty years since the May 4 Movement
and nearly two years since the outbreak of the Anti-
Japanese War. The youth and cultural workers of
the nation bear a heavy responsibility in the democratic
revolution and the Anti-Japanese War. I hope they
inderstand the nature and the motivating forces of the
hinese revolution and link up their activities with
he workers and peasants, go into their midst and
arry on propaganda and organizational work among
hem., The day on which the people of the whole
ountry arise with courage and determination will be
he day of victory in the Anti-Japanese War. Let the
ation’s youth put forth its strength! .

the inevitable course of history.” |
" Certain social forces are required to bring about
democratic revolution in China. They are the wig
ing class, the peasantry, the intelligentsia and the g
gressive section of the bourgeoisie — in other wo
the revolutionary workers, peasants, soldiers, in
lectuals and businessmen, with the workers and pe
ants as the main revolutionary forces and the work
class as the leader in the revolution. Without th
main revolutionary forces, and without the leaders!
of the working class, it is impossible to carry out |
anti-imperialist and anti-feudal democratic revoluti
r’i‘oday' the principal enemies of the revolution are
Japanese imperialists and their Chinese collaboratt
and the fundamental policy in the revolution is
formation of a National Anti-Japanese United Fri
composed of all the workers, peasants, soldiers, int
lectuals and businessmen who oppose Japanese inj
sion. The final victory in the Anti-Japanese War ¥
' be won when this united front is greatly consolidaf
and developed. |
" In the movement of the Chinese democratic revol
tion, the intellectuals were the first among the peoj
to be politically awakened. Both the Revolution
1911 and the May 4 Movement clearly demonstrat
this point, and at the time of the May 4 Moveme
the intellectuals were more numerous and more polit
cally conscious than at the time of the Revolution |
1911. But{if the intellectuals do not identify then
\J’Jselves with the masses of the workers and peasan

{and then for a socialist society, will say: I

12
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{liance to oppose China’s new culture. This reaction- A
ryﬂ culture serves imperialism and the feudal class,
nd must be swept away. Unless it is swept away, no

i ew culture of any kind can be built up. The new
SEREDIMOCRATIC CULTURR ulture and the reactionary culture are locked in a

(January 1940) ﬁ" ife-and-death struggle: there is no construction with-
" but destruction, no release without restraint and no

movement without rest.
3 As to the new culture, it is the ideological reflection
We have explained above the historical featuresi#ilbi new politics and new economy, and is in their service.
Chinese politics in the new period and the questi# As we have already stated in Section 3, Chinese so-
of the new-democratic republic. We can now procéicty has gradually changed in character since the
to the question of culture. emergence of capitalist economy in China: it is no
- A given culture is the ideological reflection of Monger an entirely feudal but a semi-feudal society,
 politics and economy of a given society. There is ough feudal economy stili predominates. Compared
 China an imperialist cult.ure which is a re-ﬂectionl ith feudal economy, capitalist economy is gt
/ the' poht}cail and economic con?rol or par_tlal con : conomy. The new political forces which have emerged
~ of imperialism over China. This culture is promo Wi grown simulianeously. avith . this .capitelist. inew

. 1 izati i : o
and fostered not only by the cultural organizations 1 onomy are the political forces of the bourgeoisie, the

directly by the imperialists over China, but also the . :
’ y 3 ie.an ideo-
shameless Chinese toadies. All culture which bree t y bourgeoisie and the proletariat. i Bnehvhiat %d
pgically reflects these new economic and political

ideological servility to imperialism belongs to tl L B ] L :
catepory. . Therd SkustasintiCilival diernt s et Ces and is in their service, is the new culture. With-

ture which is a reflection of semi-feudal politics a ut capitalist economy, without the bourgeoisie, the
economy and has as its representatives all those wh et‘ty bourgeoisie and the proletariat, and without the
while opposing the new culture and new ideologi Olitical forces of these classes, the new ideology or
advocate the worship of Confucius, the study of tHf*" culture could not have emerged.

Confucian canon, the old ethical code and the old ideo All the new political, new economic and new cultural
ogies. Imperialist culture and semi-feudal culture aff’*“©s are revolutionary forces in China and are Oppos-
\, affectionate brothers, who have formed a reactionaff® t0 the old politics, old economy and old culture.

NEW-DEMOCRATIC CULTURE

14 15
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The old things are’ composed of two parts: one THE HISTORICAL FEATURES OF CHINA'S
China’s own semi-feudal politics, economy and cul CULTURAL REVOLUTION

and the other is imperialist politics, -economy and ¢
ture, with the latter leading the alliance. All th
are ‘evil and should be completely destroyed. (1
|struggle between the new and the old in Chinese
ciety is a struggle between the new forces of the m
{ple — the various revolutionary classes — and the i
forces of imperialism and the feudal class. It is a str
gle between revolution and counter-revolution. T

On China’s cultural or ideological front, the period
preceding the May 4 Movement and the period follow-
ing it form two distincet historical periods. —
Before the May 4 Movement, the struggle on China’s ]
cultural front was a struggle between the new culture |
of the bourgeoisie and the old culture of the feudal !
lass. This was the character of the struggles that took
place then between the modern educational system and

struggle has lasted a full hundred years if dated he imperial competitive examination system,! between

the Opium War, and nearly thirty years if dated f g ¢ lcarning and old learning, and between Western
the Revolution of 1911) ~Aearning and Chinese learning. The studies in the

modern school or new learning or Western learning
Of that time consisted mainly—we say mainly because
hey still retained some poisonous traces of Chinese
teudalism—in the natural sciences and the bourgeois
bocial and political theories, all of which were needed
by the representatives of the bourgeoisie. At that time
he ideology of the new learning played a revolu-
lonary role in fighting the Chinese feudal ideology,
And served the bourgeois-democratic revolution of the
ld period. However, because of the flabbiness of the
"OUrgeoisie in China. and ‘the advent of the era of im-
Perialism in the world, this bourgeois ideology was
Fasily  defeated by the reactionary alliance of the
lave ideology of foreign imperialism and the Chinese

But as has been said before, revolutions also can |
classified into old and new, and what is new in ¢
historical period becomes old in another. The centt
of China’s bourgeois-democratic revolution can
divided into two main stages —a first stage of eigk
years and a second of twenty years. Each has a ba
historical feature: China’s bourgeois-democratic re
olution in the first eighty ‘years belongs to the
category, while that in the next twenty years, owil
to the change in the international and domestic pol
ical situation, belongs to the new category. Old d
mocracy is the feature of the first eighty years, Ne
Democracy the feature of the last twenty years. Th
distinction holds good in culture as well as in politic

How does this distinction show itself in cultu
This is the topic we shall take up next.

—

* Towards the end of the Manchu dynasty enlightened Chi-

éftﬁe_ intellectuals urged the abolition of the old system of cor-
Itive €Xamination and the establishment of modern schools.

16 17
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feudal ideology of going back to the ancients; as g

as this alliance started a small counter-offen

the new learning furled its banners, muffled

drums and beat a retreat, saving its carcass and log

its soul. The old bourgeois-democratic culture 3

bound to be defeated because it had become enerva

and decayed in the era of imperialism.

But since the ent things have g

| differently. Since then(a fresh and brand-new cultt
force has appeared in China, the Communist culty
ideology guided by the.Chinese Communists, tha{
the Communist world outlook and theory of social &
‘olution.) The May 4 Movement took place in 18
and in 1921 the Chinese Communist Party was foun

and China’s labour movement actually began; all |

happened after the First World War and the Octo

Revolution in Russia, at a time when the natid

problem and colonial revolutionary movements in
world took on new features; here the connection |
tween the Chinese revolution and the world revo

tion is quite obvious. LAS the new political force, |
[Chinese proletariat and the Chinese Communist Par

t

Lnd in form, for instance, in the style of the written

jang

y» standard-bearer of outstanding courage in this new
ultural force. The supreme commander in China’s
ultural revolution, he was not only a great man of
etters, but also a great thinker and a great revolu-
jonary. He was a man of unyielding integrity, free
rom any trace of obsequiousness or servility; such
trength of character is the greatest treasure among

esenting the great majority of the people, had no
qual in past Chinese history, and was a national hero
in the cultural front, the most correct, the bravest,
he firmest, the mest loyal and the most zealous hero

re and painting). During the last twenty years,
uherevm this new cultural force directed its attack, a
reat revolution has taken place in ideological content

uage. Its influence is so great and its power so tre-
nendous that it is invincible wherever it goes. Itsscope
.nd the numbers rallied to its cause are unprecedented
n Chinese history. Lu Hsun was the greatest figure an ]

e |

ho stormed and broke into the enemy’s front.<Tu
sun’s line is the line of the new culture of the

hinese nation.
Before the May 4 Movement, the new culture of
hina was a culture of old democracy and a part of

. he capitalist cultural revolution of the world bour-
culture and feudal culture.) This new force has mag<oisie. Since the May 4 Movement, it has become a

great strides in the domain of the social sciences alfulture of pew democracy and a part of the socialist
of arts and letters, in philosophy, in economics, @"tural revolution of the world proletariat.

political science, in military science, in history, in lité@ Before the May 4 Movement, China’s new cultural
ature and in art (including drama, film, music, sculf'Ovement, her cultural revolution, was led by the

entered the Chinese political arena, the new cultu
force too, in new uniform and with new weapol
mustering all possible allies and deploying itself
battle array, launched heroic attacks on imperial

18 19

he colonial and semi-colonial peoples. Lu Hsun, rep-_\

i
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‘bourgeoisie, Which was still playing a leading |
After the May 4 Movement the ideology of bour
culture which lagged even behind bourgeois pol
was totally incapable of playing the leading role,
during the revolution could at most merely join :
certain extent an alliance in which thé leadership
evitably devolved upon the ideology of proleta
culture. This is a hard fact which no one can den
-~ The new-democratic culture is the anti-imperis
and anti-feudal culture of the people; today it is!
/ culture of the anti-Japanese united front. This cul
can be led only by the proletarian cultural ideol
by communist ideology, and not by the cults
ideology of any other class. New-democratic cull
is, in a word, the popular anti-imperialist, anti-fe Lf
culture under the leadership of the proletariat.

e

THE FOUR PERIODS

A cultural revolution is the ideological reflection
the political and economic revolutions which it sers

In China there is a united front in the cultural reve

tion as in the political revolution.

The history of the united front in this cultu
revolution during the last twenty years is divided ir
four periods: the first covering the two years fry
1919 to 1921; the second, the six years from 1921

1927; the third, the ten years from 1927 to 1937;

ent day.

20
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The first period extended from the May 4 Move-
ant of 1919 to the founding of the Chinese Com-
gnist Party in 1921, In'this permd the May 4 Move-
nent was the chief landmark.

The May 4 Movement was an anti-imperialist as
ell as an anti-feudal movement. Its outstanding
istorical significance is a feature not found in the
pevolution of 1911, namely, a thorough and uncom-
promising opposition to imperialism and to feudalism.
The May 4 Movement had this feature because capi-
alist economy in China had developed further and
pecause new hopes for the liberation of the Chinese
ation had arisen as China’s revolutionary intelligen-
sia saw that three big imperialist powers, Russia,
ermany and Austria-Hungary, had collapsed, and
wo others, Britain and France, had been weakened,
vhile the Russian proletariat had established a socialist
tate, and the German, Austrian-Hungarian and
talian proletariat had risen in revolution. The May 4
ovement came into being at the call of the world rev-
lution, of the Russian Revolution, and of Lenin. It was
art of the world proletarian revolution of that time.
Although there was then no Chinese Communist Party,
ere were large numbers of intellectuals who approved
f the Russian Revolution and had some rudiments
f communist ideology. The May 4 Movement was
the beginning a revolutionary movement of the

#'Nited front of three sections of people — the com-
Al unist,
the fourth, the three years from 1937 up to the pri

the revolutionary petty-bourgeois and the
DUlgems intelligentsia, the last forming the rlght win
the movement at that time. Its weakness was that h\r‘/L/

21

WWW.WG1976.NET, WWW.WG1966.COM,




. May 30 Movement and the Northern Expedition.
he pourgeois intelligentsia then constituted the right
ing of the May 4 Movement; in the second period,
he greater part of it compromised with the enemy

nd turned reactionary.
in the second period, which had as its landmarks

e founding of the Chinese Co ' arty, the
ay 30 Movement and-the Northe xpedition, the

nitet_l' front of the three classes formed in the May
Movement was maintained and broadened to include \/
he peasantry, and the united front of these classes
ound its political expression in the co-operation for
he first time between the Kuomintang and the Com-\/
unist Party. Dr. Sun Yat-sen was a great man not
nly because he led the great Revolution of 1911,
hich was a democratic revolution of the old period,
ut also because he was able “to adapt himself to the
ends of the world and meet the needs of the masses”’,
y bringing forward the three cardinal revolutionary
olicies of alliance with Russia, co-operation with the
‘ommunists and assistance to the peasants and work-
IS, by interpreting the Three People’s Principles in
new light and thus founding the new Three People’s
Tinciples with the three cardinal policies. Prior to
s, the Three People’s Principles had little connec-
On with the educational and academic field or the
Outh, because they put forward neither the slogan of
PPosing imperialism nor of opposing the feudal social
YStem and feudal cultural ideology. They were the
ld Thpee People’s Principles which were looked upon
" @ banner temporarily held aloft by a group bent

he participation of the workers and peasants. |
as soon as it developed into the June 3 Movement,
only- the intelligentsia but also the broad sectio
the proletariat, the petty bourgeoisie and the | )
geoisie took part, and it became a nationwide rey
tionary movement. ° '
' The cultural revolution ushered in by the M:
Movement was uncompromisingly opposed to fe
culture;. there had never been such a great
thoroughgoing cultural revolution since the daw
Chinese history. Raising aloft its banners of opg ¢
the old ethics and promoting the new and of oppo
the old literature and promoting the new, the 'i:
ment made great achievements. However, it was not
 possible to extend the movement widely among!
workers and peasants. It put forward the slogan of
erature for the common people”, which referred ¢
to the intelligentsia of the urban bourgeoisie and pi
. bourgeoisie. As a breeding-ground of ideas and cad
the May 4 Movement prepared the way for the fou
ing of the Chinese Communist Party in 1921, and

\/ T—t was confined to the intellectuals and did not s

1 A new development of the May 4 patriotic movement,
June 3, students in Peking held public meetings and
speeches in defiance of persecution and repression
the army and police. The strike spread from the stud
to the workers and businessmen in Shanghai, Nanking, F
tsin, Hangchow, Wuhan, Kiukiang and in the prﬂvmc
Shantung and Anhwei. Thus a broad mass mnvement
launched in which the proletariat, the urban petty bourg
and the national bourgeoisie all participated.
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upon seizing power, in plain words, getting gov
ment positions, a banner used only in a game of poli
Then came the new Three People’s Principles 3
the three cardinal policies. The co-operation betw
the Kuomintang and the Communist Party and
joint efforts of the revolutionary members of the
parties extended the new Three People’s Princi
to the whole of China, to a section of the people in
educational and academic field and to’'the mass of
student youth. This was entirely due to the devel
ment of the original Three People’s Principles i
the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal new-democratic Tk
People’s Principles with the three cardinal polie
the popularization of the Three People’s Pril
ples would havea been impossible without such
development. g 3

- In this period, the revolutionary Three Peopl

. Principles became the political basis of the uni

| front of the Kuomintang, the Communist Party @
. various revolutionary classes and, since “‘commu
' is the good friend of the Three People’s Princip
a united front of the two ideologies was formed.
terms of social classes, this was a united front of 1
. proletariat, the peasantry, the urban petty bourgeoi
| and the bourgeoisie. With the Communist Weel
. Guide, the Kuomintang’s Republican Daily News
. Shanghai and other newspapers in various places
|i1 bases of operation, the two parties jointly advocat

| the cause of anti-imperialism, combated the feudd

- education based upon the cult of Confucius and |

|
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study of the Confucian canon, and opposed the @

4orature and old literary style of writing in' the
hteient feudal manner in favour of the new literature
aﬁg the new vernacular style of writing with an anti-
iamperialist and anti-feudal content. Durix;g the war
in Kwangtung and the Northern Exped1’€10n anti-
imperialist and anti-feudal ideology was 1ntr0duce:‘d
into China’s armed forces and was the means of their
reform. Among the millions of the peasant masses,
the slogans of “Down with the corrupt officials!” and
“Down with the local bullies and bad gentry!’ were
raised, and great revolutionary struggles were set
afoot among the peasants. Thanks to all this and to
the aid of the Soviet Union, victory was won in the
Northern Expedition. But as soon as the big bour-
geoisie had climbed to power, it put an end to this
revolution and the political situation entered a new
phase. '

The third period was the new revolutionary period
between 1927 and 1937. By then, of the former four
classes in the revolutionary camp, only three, the pro-
letariat, the peasantry and other sections of the petty
bourgeoisie, including the revolutionary intelligentsia,
'®mained, because at the end of the last period a
thange took place within the revolutionary camp: the
?hinese big bourgeoisie, with the national bourgeoisie
N its wake, went over to the counter-revolutionary
“4mp of the imperialist and feudal forces, whereupon
‘he Chinese revolution inevitably passed to a unew
Stage to be carried on by the people under the sole
®adership of the Chinese Communist Party. This was
% Period of counter-revolutionary campaigns of encir-
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clement and annihilation and at the same time of
deepening of the revolutionary movement. Tk
were then two kinds of counter-revolutionary ea
paigns of encirclement and annihilation, military ;
cultural. There was also the deepening of the ¢
aspects of the revolution, the agrarian and the ¢
tural. At the instigation of the imperialists, |
counter-revolutionary forces of the whole coun
and of the whole world were all mobilized for b
campaigns which lasted no less than ten years
were of unparalleled ruthlessness; hundreds of th
sands of Communists and young students were mas
cred and millions of workers and peasants persecut
To the people responsible for this wanton cruel
it seemed that communism and the Commun
Party could certainly be suppressed and annihilatél
once and for all. However, the outcome was exae
the opposite: both campaigns failed miserab
The outcome of the military campaign was #
northern march of the Red Army to resist the
Japanese, and the outcome of the cultural campaigh
was the rise of the December 9 Movement of the r
olutionary youth in 1935. And the common result @
both was the awakening of the people of the whol
country. These were the positive results. The mos
puzzling question of all was: Why did the Kuomintan|
cultural campaign also completely fail in the are®#
under its control, in spite of the fact that thé Comnl
munist Party was in an utterly defenceless position:
all the cultural institutions there? Does this not gi
food for prolonged and deep thought? Furthermore,!
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as in the very. midst of this campaign of encirclement
and annihilation that the communist Lu ‘Hsun grew
tﬂ be the giant of China’s cultural revolution. . '
~ The 'negative result of the counter-revolutionary
campaigns was the invasion of: our territory by
japanese imperialism. This is the main reason why
even to this day ‘the people of the whole country
bitterly resent those ten years of the antl-Commumst
campaign. -

During the struggles of this period, the revolution
upheld the popular anti-imperialist and ' anti-feudal
New Democracy and new Three People’s Principles,
while the ' counter-revolution imposed - a despotism
supported by an alliance of the landlord class and the
big bourgeoisie, both taking orders from imperialism.
That despotism politically and culturally wrecked Dr.

Sun Yat-sen’s three cardinal policies and his new

Three People’s Principles with catastrophlc conse-
quences to the Chinese nation. -

The fourth period is that of the present Anti-
Japanese War. The zigzag course of the Chinese rev-
olution has again led to a united front of four classes
with, however, a much wider scope than before, in-
cluding many representatives of the ruling circles in
the upper classes, the national bourgeoisie and the

V4

./

R

Petty bourgeoisie in the middle classes, and all prop-

€riyless people  in the  lower classes so that all
Classes and social strata of the nation have become
Members of the alliarice- and have fought resolutely
against Japanese imperialism. The first stage of this
Period ended with the fall of Wuhan.

2T

During that

Ve WWW.WENGEWANG.CONR WWW.WG1976.NET, WWW.WG1966.COM, W




stage, the whole country was heading for a brig
future; politically there was a tendency towa
democratization and culturally there was consideral
activity, After the fall of Wuhan came the seco
stage, during which the political situation unde we
many changes, with one section of the big bourgeoisj§
capitulating to the enemy and another sectic
attempting to put an early end to the resistance. |
the cultural sphere, this situation was reflected in he
reactionary attitude of people like Yeh Ch’ing ar
é:fCarson Chang and in the suppression of the freed
iof speech and the press.
To overcome this crisis, it is necessary to carry @
a firm struggle against all ideas opposed to resistan
unity and progress; unless these reactionary ideas aré
crushed, there is no hope of victory for the resistan '.f-__: |
What will be the future of this struggle? This impor
tant question is exercising the minds of people throughs
out the country. Judging from the domestic an
international situation, no matter how many obstacle
there are in the path of the resistance, the Chinese"
people will certainly be victorious. The ‘progress
achieved during the twenty  years after the May |
Movement is greater than that in the preceding eighty!
years, even greater than that in the previous thousang ) |
of years of Chinese history. Can’t one very well visual=f
ize the progress China will make in another twenty
years? The unrestrained violence of all dark forces,
domestic and foreign, has brought calamity to our na-
tion, but this very violence indicates that, while these
forces have still some strength left, it is their last
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le are gradually
te struggle and that the peop :
desii;?:;ng victory. This is true of China, of the
app

mast and of the whole world.

WRONG IDEAS ABOUT THE NATURE OF CULTURE -

All new things are forged by hard and bitter S1.;I‘U.g-
gles. Similarly the new f:ulture has takenta z1§;?Sg
course with three turns in the pasii twenbyd yh ve,
during which all sorts of things, good and bad, ha

ied out. 3
be’i‘ietrkl)zirgeois die-hards are as completely mlst'a!{eali
on the question of culture as on that of p:?htu:
power. Ignorant of the historical feature:s of this new
period in China they refuse to recognize t.he new-
democratic culture of the people. Their starting pm}x:t.
is bourgeois despotism, which in c'ullture becomes };1 i
cultural desposism of the bourgeoisie. It seems tha
a section — and I refer only to a section — of the_ SO-
called men of culture of the Europ-ea?—ﬂmerman
school! who actually supported the Kuomintang gov-
ernment’s Communist-annihilation on thz:% '_ cultural
front are now supporting its policy of “‘containing com-
munism” and “dissolving communism.” They dcf not
want the workers and the peasants to be free men elgher
politically or culturally. This road of cultural‘ _e}s:~
potism of the bourgeois die-hards leads nmnfher.e, the
domestic and international conditions for }1:, as for
political despotism, are absent. Therefore this cultural

despotism is better tucked away.

i_ﬁepresented by the counter-revolutionary Hu Shih.
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[S0 far as national culture is concerned, commup
ideology plays the guiding role and efforts must
made to spread socialism and comm_unism_among

' Working class and to educate adequately and
odically the Peasantry and other sections of the pe
ple in socialism. But national cultyre as a whole js
present not yet socialist. o s B 1

New-democratic politics, économy and cyltyre
contain a socialist element, which is not casual by
decisive, because they are under the leadership of th
Proletariat. But viewed a5 4 whole, the politica
€conomic and cultura] conditions are not yet sociali
but New-democratic. For the Chinese revolution in if

Prsent stage, with its “carted] task of combatin
foreign imperialism ang domestic feudalism, jg |
bnurgeois—democratic revolution and not

revolution which aimsg at the overthrow

In the sphere of hational culture,

or should be socialist. he.
Popularization of communist ideology with the im=%
plementation of an immediate programme, and to

and method in tackling

Pursuing studies
carrying out work

and in training cadres |
with the policy for national education apg national®
culture as a whole in the stage of China’s democratie®
revolution. A nationa] culture with 1 socialist conten
must be the reflection of socialjst politics and economy,
As there is a socialijst factor in our politics and econom :

|
i’
so it will be reflected in our national culture, but in ;
) ]
j
|
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our society as a whole, we have not yf;t ﬁeaChEi liic:te
stage where politics and economy are who y.s;)' " na:

d therefore there cannot be a wholly socia ist
" al culture. In the same way as the present Ch%ne:se
tmn.:::rluf;iw::nn' is part of the world proletarian socialist
re:;nlution, the present new culture of China is a'.Iso
rert of and a powerful ally of the world pm{etaman
fjcialist new culture; but, although .it contains thi
vital factor of socialist culture, the national culture o
China as a whole forms part of the world new culturta-,
not as”a completely socialist culture, 'but as the anti-
imperialist, anti-feudal new-democratic cult.ure of th?_::_ﬂ |
people. Just as the present Chinese revolutlfm cannot |
be separated from the leadership of the Cl?mese pro-
letariat, so the present new culture of (?hma ca'nn?t
be separated from the ideological leadership ::}f Chn}a S
Proletarian culture, that is, communist ideological
leadership; however, as the task at the present 'st‘age f
Consists in leading the people to carry on the anti-im-
Perialist and anti-feudal political and cultural revolu- /
tions, so the content of China’s present new natmn_al
Culture as a whole is not socialist but new-democratic.

There is no doubt that now is the time for us t
Popularize more widely communist .id-eology and 'to
Intensify the study of Marxism-Leninism, otherwise
We shall be unable to lead the Chinese revolution to
the future stage of socialism, or even guide the pres-
*Nt democratic revolution to victory. Howeve_:;, we
Must  distinguish the popularization of communist
idE‘Dlogy and the communist social__system from the
Implementation of the new-democratic programme and
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also distinguish the communist theory and. method
tackling problems, of pursuing studies, of carr:
out . work and of training cadres from the
democratic line laid down for the national culture
a whole. It is certainly wrong to confuse the ty

It can thus be seen that the content of China’s ne
hational culture at the present stage is neither ¢
cultural despotism of the bourgeoisie, nor pure pr
letarian socialism, but the anti-imperialist and an

feudal New Democracy of the people under tk

leadership of proletarian-socialist ideas of cuh:ur_'

A NATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND MASS CULTURE
The new-democratic culture is

independence
own nation, and bears the stamp

democratic cultures of all other nations and establish?

with them the relations whereby they can absorl |
something from each other and help each other to de=

the new world culture; but |

velop, and form together
being a
unite wi
nation. |_China should freely assimilate from foreigt
progressive cultures what she needs for her own cul-
ture and we did not sufficiently do so in the past.
must assimilate whatever we find usefu
only from contemporary foreign social

revolutionary national culture, it can nevel

32

YEHEMN WWW.WENGEWANG.COI

the reactionary imperialist culture of any

We
1 today, nof
ist or news

national. It oppo
imperialist oppression and upholds the dignity a_-_ |
of the Chinese nation. It belongs to ouft

of our nationalt
characteristics. It unites with the socialist and new=

‘secretions, and then separated into nutriment to be

ocratic cultures, but also from the oldex_‘ CL{ItUI‘ES of
dem' n cauntries% such as those of the capitalist coun-
fﬂ.rzlgin their age of enlightenment. Howeve:r, we can
) rlrelefit only ifive treat these foreign materials as we
DE' e
do our

food, which should be chewed in the __r_nmg_q_t_l_l_, :
<upmitted to the working of the stomach and intes-
S

N W Y e mii— ———— -t - - s P . a
tines, mixed with saliva, gastric juices and intestinal
! -

rto be discarded; we should ;l

%?% anything whole or gbsﬁ i.t_ uncrit-
;ally'.“) So-called wholesale Wésternizationl is rrcin 1
China has suffered a great deal ?rom‘ the*mec aim.ca
absorption of things foreign. L1kew1§e, in app y11rl1g
Marxism to China, Chinese Comm_umgts must fuf y
and properly unite its universal truth w1t'h the spemﬁc
practice of the Chinese revolution, thaﬁt is to say, t El.‘
truth of Marxism must be integrated with the nationa
characteristics and given a definite nati::}na_l forrm ‘be-
fore it can be useful; it must not be apphf:c} subjective-
ly as a mere formula. Formula-Marxists are onlz
fooling with Marxism and the Chinese revoluuonz an
there is no place for them in the ranks ojf the Chinese
revolution. China’s culture should have its own f(}I'I.’El,
which is national. National in form, new-democratic
In content—such is our new culture today.

The new-democratic culture is scientific. Opposed' to
all feudal and superstitious ideas, it stands for seeking

| IA view held by a number of “Westernized” Chinese.bmijr-
8€o0is intellectuals who adhered to mftmﬂfiec.l bf}urgeo;s tllr:;
dividualism and recommended servﬂe imitation o

E‘-‘fﬂpean and American examples.
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truth from facts, for objective truth and for the
between theory and practice. In this respect, the sei
tific thought of the Chinese proletariat can form, agaj
imperialism, feudalism and superstition, a united f
with the still progressive bourgeois materialists and
ural scientists, but it can never do so with any reactic
ary idealism. Communists may form an anti-imperial
and anti-feudal united front for political action wi
certain idealists and even with religious people, b
without implying any approval of their idealism.
religious doctrines. A splendid old culture was creafy
during the long period of China’s feudal society. &
| chart the process of development of this old ‘cult 1re,
To throw z s Teudalrross—and—towassim ateiis
democratic essence is a necessary condition for the
dévelopment of our new national culture and for the
increase of our national seli-confidence, but we mu |
not_swallow anyfhing and everything uncritically. |
The culture ‘of the past we must separate all the dross
of the féudal_ég.ﬂing_d.assﬁﬁnm the fine popular elé ,1
ments which are relatively democratic and revolaroRE
Z ary in character. /:is China’s present new polities an
new economy hﬁrg'developed out of her old politie

and old economy, and China’s new culture has als

developed out of her old culture, we must respect ou

own history and not snap the thread of historical cor
tinuity. However, this respect for history means
giving history its proper place among the scie
showing due regard for its dialectical develop
but not praising the ancient at
modern, or recommending any har

onl
nces
ment
the expense of th
mful feudal element

3¢
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/_’I he new-democratic culture belongs to the pe?ll?le‘-f _ii ;
T’&e Tt is democratic. It should serve thg toiling |
hen

. i
‘ t youth, the essential
e people and the studen .
. t; ;h topdirect them not to look backward, but t(f‘{
thin

jook forward.

Eo s
i

R

- 111
“make up over i
ses of workers and peasants I:Eznmz etha?c kg AG
s [ ¥ u
-per cent of the natlf?_ _ 3 ATEE aal
%ﬁy accept it as their own.” Ther?‘;ho}lﬁj —
g‘ﬁ’E'fﬁ_ce in degree between the Knmfzie ge 1d I;' ol
tl the revolutionary cadres and that 1mpart~t§: 1500 . i
bc:‘c)ad revolutionary masses, but ;he};u?rl;ls staandards“‘ ‘
- - imi] the raising of cu . o
linked; and similarly ipslonye iy S
istingui from popularization ny
must be distinguished ik i 1
‘ Revolutionary culture .
too must be linked. ol
Towerful revolutionary weapon for the p;eog}; i
logically it prepares the way for the revo L{ll : i
its outbreak and becomes a nece's}farb’ ar{.utit:;rip‘t?reaks
: hen the revo
ctor in the general front w ¢
1:iut rRevolutionary cultural woirkers are ;he nfﬂglle
maélders of various ranks on this sector. ;‘0 A
saying: “Without a revolutionary theory, ther e
be no revolutionary movemelnt”,llwe iﬂ;;;i isOE e
' tural mo
ortant the revolutionary cu |
Eexr;g]_uti(}n in practice. he cultural movement and

ter™
revolutionary practice both have a masls{ cha;;c; §11;17
Therefore all progressive Ci.l].tl:lra]. workers

h ir own_
“?;: ;21:111' is army is the broad mass of the people.

m
A revolutionary cultural worker who keeps aloof fro

——

e

%38,
1 Lenin. What Is To Be Done? Eng. ed., Moscow, 1947, p
35




the people is merely a general without an army,__

spoken langua
he people, for

onary culture j
urce in the people. {

must be brought
must be borne in mind that revoluti
its inexhaustible S0

Nationa], scientifie and mass
imperialist, anti-feuda]
democratic and the ne

When the new-dem

culture is the g |
culture of the people, the
W Chinese natijong] culture,

ocratic politics, new—democrg' |

the New China we W
to build k|
New China is within sight of everyone of us; le l|
S us hail her! E 1

New China is like g
above the horizon

/ Let us welcom
\that is ours!

ship whose mast
; let us acelaim her!

€ with both hands the New Chil}t_{' '.

Is appearing®

From On Ney Demacmbg _'

|

'REFGRM OUR METHOD AND
SYSTEM OF STUDY

- (May 1941)

in the
be introduced in t
P oo llowing
: Suggeeil;;l aand system of study. The fo
Party’s m

‘are my reasons:

I

Chinese Communist Part{
The SR yefrrei-—?icizzsing integration fﬁ] theaclzzél
e yen e ane Marxism-Leninism with esee it
versa} trutl.:L;h‘0 Chinese revolution. : We caI:]d &
i eding of Marxism—Lemmsr; a 4o
i understarll tion has been greatly gepi ficial
g g recall for a moment ‘how S pa;i"or .
enriched, if Wf i AL mfancy.uld et
i meagiir; in quest of the truth 1:-ha,a';1;1W2-:ms and
?ﬁlndziin};ry ;nd the peﬂple,”theaflsation o
da?zghters of the Chinésf(-e eﬂaﬁg} lives, one stepping
fhitre:}f, fgsega}::thaz(i:ﬂczlzher fell; they are not un-
Into the '
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we found the best truth, Marxism~[eninism, is
best weapon to liberate our nation, and the C
Communist Party has advocated, publicized
organized the use of this weapon, Once the ag
practice of the Chinese revolution” and’ the unive
truth of Marxism-Leninism have been integrated,
Chinese revolution assumes a new aspect, Since
outbreak of the Antj-J apanese War, our Party,
itself on this universa] truth, has gone a step fu i
in studying the practice of the resistance to Japan ¢
the present conditions in China and the world, g

has also made 3 start in the study of China’s ";f
These are all very good signs. 1

: these subjects and studied it, nor 1:1ave we
oria ' ing investigation and
a atmosphere stimulating invi _ |
<. tual conditions. Many comrades in our
gtudy Of act t shed their very bad working style,
fy haveARRERs tal spirit of
i utterly opposed to the fundamen
i behaving like “a blindfolded man
st LERUNEH ' roping for fish”,
i arrows”’ or ‘“‘a blind man grop :
perne ude and perfunctory, boastful and easlly:ﬂ1
are Cr : y _
ﬂlfiiﬂed with a smattering of knowledge. Nlliar}:
. els, Lenin and Stalin have taught us to _mz e-mt
E;T-igous’ study of actual conditions and to pr‘OCEE b;;c
S ‘ i but from o -
jective wishes and desires |
gﬁ:l fz.z?sj but many of our comrades run cil11'4::-:(:1:13,:_‘J
ter to this truth. |
Cogiczl;ldly the study of history. Althoul%h a_femihc;i
: hizers have taken up
our members and sympat PS; o e
i ; ied it in an organized way.
bject, they have not studie : | .
Isvlllarjl;{: h’iem};}ers are completely in the d;trlzl al:;t;t:;_
: ' ' ' last hundred y
too. In my opinion, unless these weaknesses are cor#} Chinese history, wh_e:;he; :Sf ﬂ;.iany LORROREs. B
o mak. Burthes. afyenme e rmpm o g v ?.2 i moll‘eh iy e:;.lwgay.‘:s citing examples of the
' ninist scholars are | |
ancient Greeks, but I am sorry to say that they. have
own ancestors. There 1s no
Cclean forgotten our ‘ 4
ious study either of the
Stimulating atmosphere of seriou
res of the past. _ ;
p F?izglor the study of the revolutionary experlencei
of t’.}’s;h{\e-if!r countries and of the universal truth :1)
Marxi ini Many comrades seem to study
arxism-Leninism. o
Marxism-Leninism merely for the sake o
: o Lemmsmf h tical needs of the revolu-
Dot for the sake of the prac : i
tion. Consequently, though they have read it up, they
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grating the universal truth of Marxism-Leninism with
the actual practice of the Chinesge revolution. E |

First, the study of current affairs.  In spite of so ne
achievements in the study of the present domesti€

Generally speaking, in the last twenty years we ha
not systematically and comprehensively  collecte

,
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-rupted by ‘this style in
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cannot digest it. They can only quote words .
phrases from Mé}x, Engels, Lenin and Stalin, but ¢
are unable to make use of the stand, viewpoint
method of these masters in studying the concrete
about China’s present and past or analysing and s¢
ing the specific problems of the Chinese revolutj
This attitude towards Marxism-Leninism is
harmful, particularly for cadres of the middle ¢
Ligher ranks, " it 4

The three things I have just mentioned—negle
the study of current affairs, neglect of the stud'
history and neglect of the application of Meu:':!st:'r
Leninism—a]l exemplify a very bad style in work.
spread of this style in work has ruined many of ¢
cocmrades.

Indeed, many comrades in our ranks have been e
work. Unwilling to make
systematic and comprehensive investigations of
actual conditions inside and outside the country, tl ]
province, the county and the district, they issue orders |
on the basis of scrappy knowledge or mere gues
work. Isn’t such subjectivism still prevalent amor
many comrades? e

Some comrades, instead of feeling ashamed, al
pride in their ignorance Or scanty knowledge of “
own history. The history of the Chinese Commupnis
Party and the history of China in the hundred yeat
since the Opium War are particularly important, an
yet very few have any real knowledge of them. A
to the study of the €conomic, political, military an
cultural history of the last hundred years. practically
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one has taken it up seriqu‘sly. Ignoran’; c-fz' zu; g;:r;
e irs. SOME people can only retell storie
B and other foreign countries—and even
s s itiful, has been picked

h knowledge, which is qu*te pitiful, i i
E it by bit from the rubbish heap of foreign boo 1
uprL several decades, many who studied abroad have
thiéo shortcoming. Returning home fron*}n1 Efuropt;:;
America or Japan, they only talk abqut tle- 01;;12
things they have swallowed raw and Whﬂﬁ}: i Z
become mere gramophones and forge!: that t eyh‘ av
a duty of understanding and creating new t 1ngsf.;
This shortcoming has also infected the Commumsl
Pa‘t;z.are studying Marxism, but in the very stgdy i}f
Marxism many of us use a method that runs d1rec_t y
counter to Marxism. That is, these people have
violated the fundamental principle re}}eatedly en-
joined by Marx, Engels, Lenin and‘Stahn: th_e unilt'sr
of theory and practice. Having _vmlated this prm:
ciple, they have invented an opposite one: the St.epa;;l
tion of theory from practice. In schools and in he
Spare-time education of cadres, teachers of p}}llosophy
do not guide the students to study the l‘ogm o_f the
Chinese revolution, teachers of econ?m1cs do not
Suide them to study the charactf:eristlc‘ features of
Chinese economy, teachers of political science do not
Suide them to study the tactics of the Chmesra revolu-
ton, teachers of military science do not guide t_hen:n
to study the strategy and tactics adapted to China's
SPecial conditions, and so on and_so forth, Con_;
Sequently, wrong ideas are disseminated and grea

41

! WWW.WG1976.NET, WWW.WG1966.COM, W\




harm is done. What a man has learnt 'in Yenan
doesn’t know how to apply in Fu County.l If
fessors of economics cannot explain the relationg
between the -Border Region currency and
national currency,2 naturally the students
explain it either. Hence, a wayward mental attj
has prevailed among a number of our students: 3
take little interest in studying China’s problems
attach little importance to the Party’s directives, }
whole-heartedly accept the dogmas inculcated by th
teachers as immutable, -
Of course, this is not general in our Party, .k
applies only to the worst type. However, pec}pl;
this type are found in our Party, and. in quite lar
numbers too, exerting quite a harmful influence; ¥
must not treat the matter casually, i

but works by sheer enthusiasm and has a very
- tion about the present features of China. A
. ho adopts this attitude snaps the thread of
R T’contiriuity knows only about ancient Greece
historlﬂé about Chin,aw—indeed he remains complete‘ly
R f the China of yesterday and of the day
g T who adopts this attitude
pefore yesterday. person wh o e Dl
tudies the theory of Mgrmsm— nini .
Sbstra{:t and without definite purpose. He stu'ches
| ;Iar:x,, Engels, Lenin and Stalin not for t?le sak‘e of fn};t;l-»
] ing a stand, approach and method Wl}lﬂh wﬂ];1 ena ef
| him to solve the theoretical andl tactical pro e;nsfo
the Chinese revolution, but studies theory pure }:Ehor
theory’s sake. This is shooting at randorp ratl":llerst la_m
aiming at a target. Marx, Engels, Lenin an alin
teach us to proceed from actual facts and‘ to derive
therefrom the laws which will guide our action. Thgs,
we should, as Marx has said, approp?:'ljate the m.aterlal
In detail and subject it to scientlifm anal?'ms and
synthesis.! But many of us are doing precisely the
Opposite. Those engaged in research work are 1"10t
interested in studying either China of today or ChIEa
of yesterday, but confine all their attgntmn tht e
Study of “theories’” in the abstr_act, leDI‘CEdﬂ rom
Teality, Those engaged in practical work pay ‘nz
ltention to objective conditions :‘md often, carrie
dWay by enthusiasm, substitute their persqnal‘ f{_—:‘elmgg
for policies. Both kinds of people are subjectivist an

III

In :nrdef to drive the point home, I shall cont |
two opposing attitudes. 451 ' '

First, tllg_s?_j,ecimm |
A person~who adopts this attitude does not make

systematic and comprehensive study

of actual cond

1 About fifty miles south of Yenan.,

2 The Border Region currency was issued b
Shensi-Kansu-Ningsia Border Region

national currency was first issued in
Kuomintang-controlled banks with the
American imperialism. The author is r
tlons in the rate of exchange betwee

y the Bank of th
Government, and
1935 by the four i
backing of British an
eferring to the fluctua®
n these two currenci e

—

e —————

ition”, Eng.
1See Marx, Capital, “Preface‘ to the Second Editio g
., London, 1946, Vol. I, p. XXix.
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ignore the existence of objective things. T
speeches consist in long lists of headings, A, B,
or first, second, third, fourth, and their
articles are bombastic and long-winded. They do
.seek truth from facts, but only want to show
tmpress people. They are flashy without substay
and flimsy without solidity. Opinionated and e
ceited, these “imperial enveoys” strut about fanevi
themselves the wisest people in the whole
world.

Such is the style in work of some of our comrad
To adopt this style in one’s own behaviour m'.:
disaster for oneself ; to adopt it in educating o .:":
means disaster for others; and to adopt it in dire
- the revolution means disaster for the revolution.
_ short, this subjectivist, anti-scientific and anl
. Marxist-Leninist method is the worst ehemy of |

Communist Party, of the working class, of the peo"
and of the nation, a sign of the lack of true
spirit. We must overthrow this enemy in our -
Only when subjectivism is overthrown can the tr |
of Marxism-Leninism hold sway, Party spirit be
strengthened and the revolution be victorious. It ca
be said that lack of the scientific attitude, that is
Marx.ist—Leninist attitude of Integrating theory ’ i
practice, means lack of or deficiency in Party spirit.

There is a couplet which describes this type of e
son. It runs: |

J

B
-

g

Rushes on the wau__‘gw‘:’”en-headedj ‘

kneed, and loose in the roots; F |
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Bamboo shoots among the rocks — sharp-tongued,
thick-skinned, but hollow in the trunk.

't this an apt description of those who do not
iake the scientific attitude, who repeat by rote words
ond phrases from the works of Marx, Engels, Lenin
and Stalin, who enjoy a reputation without earning
it by their knowledge and ability? If any of them
really wishes to cure himself of those shortcomings,
[ advise him to commit to memory this couplet, or,
even to pluck up courage and stick a copy of it on
the wall of his room. Marxism-Leninism is a science,
and science means knowledge honestly come by:
absolutely no trickery is permissible. Let us, then,
choose to be honest.

Secondly, the Marxist-Leninist attitude.

One who adopts this attitude applies the theory and
method of Marxism-Leninism in a systematic and
comprehensive study of actual circumstances. He does
not rely on sheer enthusiasm, but, as Stalin says, com-
bines revolutionary sweep with practical spirit.! One
Who adopts this attitude will not snap the thread of
historical continuity, but will try to know not only
ancient Greece but also China, not only the history of
fﬂt‘eign revolutions, but also that of the revolutions
In China, not only China of today, but also China of
Yesterday and the day before yesterday. One who
Wopts this attitude studies the theory of Marxism-

"\-\.|_‘_\_\_

lIStaiin, Problems of Leninism, Eng. ed., Moscow, 1953, p.
1o,

45

WWW.WG1976.NET, WWW.WG1966.COM, W\




Leninism with the definite purpose of integrating
with the actual movement of the Chinese revo]
and of finding the stand, approach and method
solve the ‘theoretical and tactical problems of §
Chinese revolution. This is to aim one’s arrow at i
target. The target is the Chinese revolution, and{"
arrow Marxism-Leninism. We Chinese )
have sought this arrow because we wish to hit -
target of the Chinese revolution and the revolutio
the East. This means the attitude of seeking try
from facts. Facts mean all things which exist obje
tively; truth means their inner connection, that is,
laws governing them; and to seek means to st t
Proceeding from the actual conditions inside and ou
side the country, the province, the county or the di
trict we, instead of Imposing imaginary laws on
discover as the guide to our action the laws inhere
in them, that is, the inner connections of the ey
occurring on all sides. In order to do this we ;-
not on fancy or a fit of enthusiasm, or lifeless book
but on facts existing objectively, on material obtained
in detail, and draw therefrom correct conclusions
the light of the general principles of Marxism
Leninism. Such conclusions are not 1 mere parag
of surface phenomena in the order of A, B, C, D, el
or bombastic clichés, but scientific Inferences. Thi
is seeking truth from facts, not showing off to im
press people. This is the expression of Party spirit
the Marxist-Leninist style in work which uni
theory with practice. It is the minimum require
ment of any Communist One wheo adopts thi

Commu‘

46

HEMGEN  WWW.WENGEWANG.CO

de will be neither “swollen-headed, weak-—k}zll.e{i:-i
Httitu}giqe in the roots” nor “sharp-tongued, thic
aﬁined. but hollow in the trunk”.
skl ;

IV

In accordance with the points stated above, I would
i als:
1-e to make the following propos |
hkle DPlace before the Party the task of maklntguaal
t-ematic and comprehensive stud;,r of‘ the .act.
Syiditions around us. Make a detailed 1m.rest{igi1 1(:;1’;
4 i d metho
theory an
tudy, according to the ry 2 : g
gjrxism}rLeninism, of the economic, fn?afu_:ual, I;ohzr
cal Jmilitary, cultural and partj,; actlwyii eﬁ d:; W
: ' f ourselves, an
emy, of our friends and o '
{tgllzerelj‘?fmm the proper and necessary gonclu;m;:tsi:) ; th
i rades’ atte
this end, we should direct our com : |
the investigation and study of such dprai;zzgl g::@ir};se
des unders
We should make our comra . : b
fundamental task of the leading bOdl:E.‘S of the ;30111
munist Party lies in two important things, n?‘me. y,thg
know the conditions and to grau;[f1 the 11);13 1;121 5
' i the world,
former is what we call knowing :
' hould make our com
latter, changing the world. We s .
rades understand that one has no right to spg;k 1-;:}ar;ka
subject unless one has studied it, and that big talk,
idle chatter or a mere parade of surfacehphinnn}er;?
' [ fi third, fourth, etec., is
In the order of first, second, :
ho E.Ee at all. Take agitation and propaganda for
instance. Unless we know how our enemy, our
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friends, and we ourselves have actually carrieq
this work, we cannot form a correct policy fop
Own agitation and Propaganda. In order tq run
department well we myst first know its actual ¢
ditions. A fundamenta] link in changing the Par
style in work is to carry out in the Party plang
study and investigation. 1

2. As to the study of China’s history in the
hundred years, people qualified to undertake
should be brought together 1o work on the princi
of co-operation and division of labour, ang the p
vious lack of organization must be remedied. Op

When we have studieg China’s economic, political,

cadres’ training schools, studies should centre rg
the actya] problems of the Chinese revolution u‘
the guidance of the fundamenty] Principles ¢
Marxism~Leninism; the method of studying Marxij

In the study of Marxism-—Leninism, the History of
Communist Party of the Sopiet Union (Bolsheyi s,
Short Course is to be used as the principal
This work is the best synthesis and Summary of the

world communist movement of the past hundr |

years, a model, the only perfect mode] in the

see how Lenin and Stalin Integrated the univers

truth of Marxism with the actya] practice of
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. + prevolution, thereby deyeloplng Marxism, we
Sﬂvlet w how to work in China. g
el = traversed a long tortuous ro 1 e
- ften the precursor of truth. I am .

a0 Othe Chinese revolution and the‘ wc; .
fiden® that’ s resent, which are so intensel‘y ahv;inly
rewll’ut:.rj:'iz; pthis re:form of our study will cer
richly )

h{)w E'Ve

yield good results.
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l‘ Wl g



s seek a large readership. Thus it be"con?%d'lm~
- e to expose and abolish essays of this kin S
rat‘j Party eight-legged essay is a form of the fﬂznlga
.Tﬁilegged essay which was attacked I:)y.Lthl-iJ .
. e ago. Why then do we now call it the :
1?ng tiren ged essay? Because, besides the fﬂl‘ﬂgﬂs
E git has also the smell of native soil. Peﬁﬂir
fﬂawm;‘:lso be counted as some kind of creative ijifvé
! lfansays that our people have produced no creit
Wor?{s at all? Here is one! (Uproarious laug.hter-} =
WThe Party eight-legged essay has a long hlsmgous
our Party and sometimes became even a v;ry 051?1 e
problem, particularly during the z‘-’fgraman ev e

Viewed historically, the PaDj:I'ty e1ghtt—1egged 552
‘ ainst the May 4 Movement, ;
' Igiiit;lognt;i May 4 Movement, modern-minded pﬂt
opposed the classical diction in favour of the V:Erna 2
and the traditional dogmas in fat‘rour. of smenc; v
democracy; in all this they were gulte right. ,I;hi'gnary.
Mment was then lively, progressive and revo u L v
The ruling class was indoctrinating students wit =
fucian teachings and imposing the whole Con .
System as reli'gious dogma ul?on the people,hargt‘ .
Party eight-legged €ssays to be read only bY'hin]_ge.' Writing was done in the classical sty%e. Ilr_t S ;nd z
If he passes them on to someone else, then the readi things written and taught by_ the ruling (; fsﬁt_legged
is already serious, hangers-on were along the lines of the eig

al

-

OPPOSE THE PARTY “EIGHT-
LEGGED ESSAy”

(February 8, 1942)

Comrade K’aj
today’s meeting,

how subjectivism ang sectarianis

“eight-legged €ssay” as an instrument of

propags _:;'
or a form of expression,

We oppose subjectivism
Sectarianism, but if the Party eight-legged essay is n
eliminated, the two wil] still have 1 hole in which
hide themselves. 1t we also abolish the Party eight

legged essay, we shajy checkmate both subjectivis
lani nsters, once show

ily killed, just as g 8
Crossing the street is chased by all passers-by.
It would not pe 5 Serious matter if someone wrot

: hese
up or mimeographeq “Ssays and dogmas in form as well as c;.nt Ezﬂ;f§téogm.
Circulation, or published in Newspapers or ag g book Were the old eight-legged essays in Movement. was 0
then the Sltuation becomeg Very serious indeed, be- A Sreat achievemf-:'nt of 13he Ma.‘ff the old eight-leged
cause many people wil] be influenced by them. ‘Pose the repulsive ugliness o lly the people to fidht
Writers of Party eight-legged €ssays, moreove ®Ssays and the old dogmas and rally

51
30 |

\WG1966.COM,
WWW.WENGEWANG.CIM, WWW.WG1976.NET, WWW.W
® Vit WWW.




against them. Another great achievement closely
with this was the fight against imperialism:
less the struggle against the old eight-legged essay;
the old dogmas remains one of its great achievemer
Later on, however, the forej gn eight-legged eg
and foreign dogmas appeared. Some people in
Party, having departed from Marxism, developed ¢
Imported goods into subjectivism, sectarianism s
Party eight-legged €ssay. These are the new
legged essays and the new dogmas. They have
S0 deeply ingrained in the minds of many comrag
that great efforts are demanded of us today to
the situation. Thus we see that the vigorous, prog
sive and revolutionary movement during the
period, the movement which fought against the
feudal eight-legged essays and dogmas was later turi
by some people into its very opposite; and that
new eight-legged essays and. dogmas emerged. Th
things are not alive but dead and stiff, not progress
but retrogressive, not revolutionary but an obsta
to the revolution. In other words, the foreign eig
legged essay or Party eight-legged essay is a rea
against the very nature of the May 4 Movement. ¢
The May 4 Movement, however, had its own w e
hesses. Many of the leaders of that time still la ck
the critical Marxist approach and generally resg
to the formalist methods of the bourgeoisie. It W
quite right for them to oppose the old eight-legg

essays and the old dogmas and to advocate science :
democracy. But they lacked the critical approach 0f
historical materialism to the existing conditions of thel
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fimes

what !

d
g‘}gfozih affected the subsequent development of the
app

Mﬂvement. In the cour:?.e of its_ d{?elgpment, the
yovement branched out in two d'lrec ions. !
..n of the people, the Communists .-511.1d some non
tm?t Marxists, maintained its scientific and demo-
:;aatii spirit and remoulded it on a Marxisj; }:)asis. A;-
other section took the road of the bOU‘PgEDISIE, and tt Iis
| marked the development of formalism towards the
- i f its members
| by no means uniform, and a nu:r;nber of ‘
| who lacked a firm grasp of Marxism deviated tciywzafr S
| formalism, that is, towards subjectivism, sectarianism
and the Party eight-legged essay; this marked the de-
| velopment of formalism towards the .left. ' ;
clear that the Party eight-legged essay is not acgdenta :
but is both a reaction against the positive t.ezlerne:nts of
the May 4 Movement and a legacy, continuation or
development of its negative elements.

UlUtinnary and necessary to fight the olc.:i eight-legged
*Ssays and the old dogmas during the period of the May
4 Movement, it is also revolutionary and necessary
tﬁday for us to criticize in the light of Marmsl:n the
flew eight-legged essays and the new dogmas. Wlth[}‘;l;
the fight against the old eight-legged essays and o

dogmas, the minds of the Chinese people ijuld not
Ve bejen freed from bondage nor would China have
d any hope of freedom and independence. The May

to history and to things foreign, and regardeld
is bad as absolutely, completely bad and wha}t is
| bsolutely, completely good. This formalistic

One sec-

But the situation in the Communist Party was

Thus it is

It will be helpful to grasp this point. If it was rev-
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4 Movement marked merely the beginning of
struggle, and the complete deliverance of the
people from the domination of the old eight-le
essays and the old dogmas still requires great eff
our part and remains for us a tremendous task of
olutionary re-education. If today we do not alsc
pose the new eight-legged essays and the new dog;
the minds of the Chinese people will be ensla
another kind of formalism. If we do not get
the poison of the Party eight-legged essay and
mistake of doctrinairism found among a section —
a section, of course — of comrades in our Party, th
vigorous revolutionary spirit cannot be -,-:___-_:
wrong attitude towards Marxism which has harde
into a habit cannot be corrected, true Marxism
be widely disseminated and developed and furtl
more, a vigorous struggle cannot be conducted aga
the influence of the old eight-legged essays and dogt
among the whole people or against that of the
eight-legged essays and foreign dogmas among man)
people, nor can we succeed in making a clean sweep
all these things.

Subjectivism, sectarianism and the Party eight
legged essay are all anti-Marxist and meet the
not of the proletariat but of the exploiting classes. TheJ
are a reflection of petty-bourgeois ideology in

Party. China is a country with a very large pe
bourgeoisie, an enormous class which surrounds
Party and from which comes a considerable n DY
of our members; these members can hardly be ;
to shed their petty- bourgeois tails, long or short, wi®

o4
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join us. The fanaticism and one-sidedness of
thﬂ{ _bourgeois revolutionaries, if not checked and
Ojrzcted, are liable to engender subjecti};ismf it;d
gectarianism, of which one form of expression 1s ine
roreign or Party eight-legged essay. ;

1t is not easy to eliminate these things and sweep
.way all their traces. The job must be done properly,
that is, by means of well-reasoned argumentg. If our

' 1l-reasoned and to the point, they
arguments are we ‘ i
will be effective. We must first shake up the patler}
by shouting at him, “You are ill!” and then when he is
sweating with fright, tell him gently that he needs
treatment.

Let us now analyse the Party eight-legged essay and
see where its evils lie. We might use poisop a;s_the
antidote to poison by presenting our case falso in “eight
legs” and set forth our eight serious indictments.

The first indictment against the Party eight-legged
essay is its empty, long-winded wordiness. So%'ne com-
rades love to write long articles, but such articles are
exactly like the foot-bandages of a slut, long and
smelly, Why must they write articles SO lgng and yet
S0 empty? The only possible explanation is that tlf‘ley
are determined to discourage the people from reac}mg
them, The people will shake their heads at the sight
of such empty, long-winded articles. How can they be
expected to go on reading them? So the only effect
of such articles is to mislead naive people, t}?ereby
®xerting a bad influence and fostering bad habits.

Since June 22 last year the Soviet Union has bfee:l
fighting a gigantic war against aggression, yet Stalin’s

09
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. Wi top all empty, long-
Speech on July 3 was no longer than an editoriaf jies to speeches; we must stop
Liberation Daily. Had any of our gentlemen
that speech, it would have run to the appalling

of at least scores of thousands of words, We

apP

ginded tirades.

i i Party eight-

- Seconc'l ::mdwtmem;: tirgtl?lsftf ;ZEPIE byy_preten-

sed essay is its attemp : R
E As some Party eight-legg | A e
R ok nd empty, but also pretentious in orL o
B o ?e they contain the deadliest poison. t; is
blf'lnféexc)lezllid ’ empty articles maybﬁtiflé be 'dlin;;zie o
B ildi ious blufiing is ;
merely Z};l:ii?g’h?uglgﬁjleeﬁ Lu Hsun criticize:d pici:
# faml;; sinned in this respect, sayin'g:, Eurhng 1‘
oo Dd threats is certainly not fighting. What 1155
Su}tS 3;1 an bear criticism at any time, {or science :
R 1cdﬂ fears no refutation. But subjectivist anf
oy 'alrll stuff in articles and speeches in tl:le sftbgs ,f
?Ezti’rity eight-legged essay is mortally afra11d ob 1r eg_
refuted and, being cowardly, it bluffs pgti:gnie g Egple
tentiousness, believing that it can thlis fsflwm o
and proclaim itself the victor. Such s uTruth i
to truth but is an obstacle to truth. e
bluff but reveals itself in sincere and hone |
des[‘dxfr;:n terms used to appear in the artiilesgagrlw_élj FEEZC?;:

: one was ‘‘ruthless stru s

thsegrn‘:irf;ﬁi:sesbluws”. These m.easure,.s a;; enigzilljj
Necessary in coping with the enemy and _err:x DW}; pis
ogy, but it is wrong to apply them to ou

and pithy articles, Although there is as yet no fig
Ing here in Yenan, our troops at the front are
engaged in baitle, ang people in the rear are aj
how busy they are. If articles are too long, who ;1.'
read them? Some comrades at the front also like
write long reports. They take pains to write the
and send them here for us to read. Yet who
hardihood to read them?

If long and empty articles are no good, then he
about short and €mpty ones? No good either. ¥
must ban all €mpty talk. But our first and foremost
task is to throw immediately into the dustbin f
slut’s long and smelly foot-bandages. Some-m'
ask, “Isn’t Dqs Kapital very long? What are we to do
with it?” That is very simple: go on reading it,
proverb has it, “Sing different songs on different
mountains”; another runs, “Fit the appetite to .
dishes and the dress to the figure”, Whatever we

without substance, byt we do not mean that a] -
writings should be short. Of course we need
articles in war-time, but above aJ] we need articl__
that have substance. Ap article without substance
the most unjustifiable and objectionable, The samé

S

_ ] ith a
| i in Northern Dialect wi _
1y f an essay included in . oy
Sﬂuf::fn GAccent (Lu Hsun, Complete Works, Chinese ed.,

V). | _

a7
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grpose.  This is the only basisl on which we- can .
jchieve victory in the revolution; any other Iis
hless.

wﬁ;ﬁ: third indictment against the Party eightuleggfad
essay 1s that it shoots at random without tak'fngfltls
objective into consideration. A fexlx.r years ago the 0 i
lowing slogan appeared on the' city w:f;lll of Tte_nanf,
«Working men and peasants unite to win the_: War o
Resistance!” The idea of the sloga_n was qlflte good,
but the character “T1.* [Kung, meaning working] was
written as “%”’, with its perpendicular_strolfe E?vlsted
into a zigzag. How about the cha'ractex-1 Bk _[._Jien,
meaning men]? It became “ k”, with three slanting
strokes added to its right leg. The comrade who wrote
them was no doubt a disciple of ancient scholars,‘ but
it was rather a mystery why he should have v.vrltten
such characters on the wall of Yenan at the time of
the War of Resistance. Perhaps he had vowed that
he would not allow the common people tg read the
slogan; it is difficult to explain it otherwise. Com-
munists who really want to do propaganda must_copv
sider their public and have in mind those who will
read their articles or listen to their speec%qes :and
talks: otherwise they are just making- up their minds
not to be read or listened to by anyone. Many peo-.
ple often take it for granted that what the¥ Wwrite and
gfis plain to all, but actually that is not so. When |
they write and speak in the style of the rarty eight-
legged essay, how can people underste‘fnd the:m? The
Saying, to play the harp to a bull, imEl_les a Jgiline at ’[" he g
dlidicnice. II on the contrary our main consideration |\
-5

rades. It often happens that enemies and enemyh__
infiltrate into our Party, as described in Item 4
Conclusion of the History of the Communist Part

fq
1

the Soviet Union (Bolsheviks), Short Course. Agai
our enemies, we must, of course, resort to ruth’
struggle and merciless blows because they are doing -
same to us, and any leniency on our part will land 1S
the very traps laid by these scoundrels. But we s
not use these measures against comrades who unw
tingly make mistakes; what we should do is to use t
method of criticism and self-criticism described in Tt

9 of the Conclusion of the same book. In the past, sor
comrades resorted in such cases to ruthless struggle a
merciless blows because in the first place they did n¢
distinguish between friend and foe, and secondly, the
were deliberately bluffing. Pretentious bluff is abs
lutely wrong, no matter with whom one is des
As a tactic, bluffing is utterly ineffective against il
enemy and can only harm our own comrades. Ch
exploiting classes and the lumpen-proletariat normall
practise it, but the proletariat has no use for it.

¢ For the proletariat, the sharpest and most effectiv
|, Weapon is a serious and militant scientific attitude.
. Communist lives not lg_jlr bluff but by the trut
Marxism-Leninism, by seeking truth from facts, b
| science. Needless to say, the idea of attaining |
and position by pretentiousness is utterly contempti |
In short, all organizations, in making decisions and gi¥
ing instructions, and all comrades, in writing arti "
and making speeches, must base themselves of
Marxist-Leninist truth and seek to serve a usefut
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1s respect for the audience, then the gibe is tup
against the player. Why should he strum away +r
out considering his audience? The Party eig
legged essay makes a far worse noise, as raucous
the cry of a raven, and yet it caws insistently at
people. When one shoots an arrow, one must aim
the target; when one plays tf{g__hgﬂ:h_ one must consj

S

+ one’s audience. Can one then write articles or mg

speeches without takitg the public into account? Wh
‘any two of us want to strike up a friendship, can
become close friends if we do not know each othe

minds and thoughts and feelings?

It will neven:‘j

for our propagandists simply to rattle on without cor

sidering, studying, and analysing their public. &
The fourth indictment against the Party eight—le
essay is its dry, flat style which reminds one of th
piehsan.! Like our Party eight-legged essay, thes
starving beggars, known in Shanghai as “little pie
hsan”, are wizened and repulsive. If an article o :
speech merely repeats over and over, again and agai
a few catchwords like a schoolboy’s composition with
out spirited and vigorous language, isn’t it rather
the dreary speech and repulsive appearance Gf-'-.
~piehsan? In the case of someone who entered prims
school at seven, went to middle school in his
and graduated from college in his twenties, we shoult
not blame him for the poverty and moﬁotony of hi
vocabulary because he has NEver come into contael

lLiteralIy “shrunken little wretch”,
tramps, loafers, beggars and sneak-thieves,
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an_inclusive name fofr

.+ the ordinary people. But if we revolutionaries
.wrl -

e il - BT

j nho work with and for t‘Eﬁ}eopie do not learn the_
m?’

-agguage of the people, we tannof-do—our wor if}fe&-__
tavé y. At present many comrades, even those
% o

ngaged in propaganda, do not 1f.~am that I?ﬁgliiii
*.Egnsequently' their .prop_a#g'gndam;s __Very‘ dull: s
articles appeal to few readers and their speec

trac isteners.

att;?;; iituiljtwe bother to study language and, what;
is more, study it intensively? DBecause Dn; c:nr::e
master a language except by hard work. _ 11*50, =
must_learn the language of the peo 1{?. Tl;ergael Elife,
vocabulary is rich, vivid and expressive 0 ual Tty
Since many of us have not mastered language,

speeches --Qﬁa—fgfj-i@é_g_:éaf_ifain few pass%?gs tﬁt“f. i
lively, effective and vigorous, anfiresem 'e'lgacia?éfd _
sor-ingoodhealth, but the ptehsan, sickly, es@onmy’
a mere bundle of withered ﬂe;hf and E;?ZT;Z ]anguage;
row what we need from ; 3
Eirzﬁcs}fﬂtziornot use foreign expressions ‘meihanlelé
or indiscriminately, but borrow from foreign apgca Eu-
what is fine and meets our needs. Our currient VO i
lary has already incorporated many fo?e%gn dexp =
sions, because the old Chinese vocabulary is ina eq(l;]fle ]
For instance, we are now at a meeting of kq_tmpu [a:::;i1 V; ,
and the term kanpu is derived from a fmr'e1gn vi.ror i ;t
have still to borrow many more foreign ‘thmg;;i]i?d_
only progressive ideas but also ns:i T:[:{fﬁs;i*fe fh
7 earn to use w g ]
Eid iéiit::;s; laalrizulage. We have not exerted ourselves

i ' and con-
¢nough in studying the old Chinese language
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sequently have not made full and proper use of
that is still alive in it. It goes without saying t
are' resolutely opposed to the use of expressions
lusions™ that are already dead, but what is g"'
useful should be taken over. At present, '.é;f--
of our propagandists are poisoned by the Party
legged essay, and refuse to make a careful

what is useful in popular, foreign and old Chinese Iz

chinese numerals, then the characters ofﬁ the series of
ihe ten and the twelve calendar denotations, and then
A, B, C, D, a, b, ¢, d, the Arabic numerals, and what
ﬁ‘;‘t* How lucky that the ancient Chinese and the
toreigners have made all these symbols for us so that
we can set up a Chinese drug-store with the greatest
ease! An article bristling with such numeralsqand
suages, the people do not welcome their uninsois symbols neither formulates problems, nor analyses
propaganda; indeed we have no use for such wortF § them, nor solves them; it argues neither for nor agamst
and_incompetent propagandists. - | anything and, for all its verbiage it has no real content
Who are our propagandists? They include not and remains a Chinese drug-store. I am not saying
the teachers, the journalists anﬁhe writers -7'..;_- that numerals, letters in alphabetical order and so on
our cadres working in every field.‘-_hTake the are not to be used; all I say is that the approach 1is
commanders for instance. Though they make no wrong. The method imitated from the Chinese drt}g-
statements, they must talk to the soldiers and a; store, with which many of our comrades are now 1n-
dealings with the loeal inhabitants, Isn’t that a fatuated, is the most crude, infantile and philistine'nf
of propaganda? Whenever person speaks to all methods. It is the method of formalism which
that is propaganda. And unless one is dumb oncl classifies things according to their external features
bound to speak to others. Thus it is imperati:;e"” instead of their internal relations. If in an a?rtlcle,
our comrades should study language. e speech or report one merely marshals according to
The fifth indictment against the Party eigh't—l-eg. external features a conglomeration of inter_nally un-
essay Is its arrangement of items into A, B. C. D . | related concepts, then one is indulging in mental
like sorting out the stock of a Chinese dmg:stt;re gymnastics, and may lead others to do the same and
and take a look at any Chinese drug-store and rest content with the arrangement of surface phenom-
you will see cabinets with numerous drawers ena instead of pondering over problems or probing
bearing the label of a drug: toncal, foxglove rhubal the real nature of things.
or saltpetre —indeed ever ything that should’be th;h" - What is a problem? It is things in contradiction.
This method has been taken over by our Comr'ad'ea - Where the contradiction is not solved, there is a prob-
their articles and speeches, their books and r;;.{}'.i lem. Once a controversy arises over a problem, you
first they use the big Chinese numerals. then the 1 are bound to be for one side and against the other, and
’ ; you must formulate the problem. To formulate the
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problem, you must first make a general study m
two main aspects of the problem op contradictiog
that you can understand the nature of the
tion; this is the process of discovering the problen
- Through a general survey or a summary ;
probiems can be discovered and formulated, but they
cannot be solved. Their solution must be soug
through systematic and minute investigation and
that is, analysis. Analysis is also needed in the f¢
mulation of g problem, for otherwise, faced with"-‘
bewildering wealth of material, one cannot disce
where the crux of the problem, the contradiction, 'fa_
But the analysis needed for the solution of the pro -
is a systematic and minute analysis. It often happel
that a problem has been formulated but cannot ye
solved, because unless we bring to light the
relations of the factors involved and subject them f
Systematic and minute analysis, we cannot see clearl
the features of the problem, make gz synthesis,
then find a good solution. An article or speech, if it
Important and is intended to give guidance, should al
ways formulate a problem, analyse it, and then
synthesis to point out the nature of the problem and
suggest the solution: a1l this certainly cannot be ﬂ:f--' |
by any formalist methods. Since infantile,
philistine and idle formalist methods are very fashio_
able in our Party, we must expose them so that eve
‘body will learn to use Marxist methods to study, for=
mulate, analyse and solve problems; only in this

can we improve our work and ensyre the victory of the
revolution. |
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> sixth indictment against the Party ei_gl?tr-legged

g that it shows no sense of responsibility and
essay; lSvery]::u:u:ly. All the offences indicted above are
harm:: S:ly to immaturity and partly to lack of a sense;
4 onsibility. Take for instance the washing o
E rBSPJ We all wash our faces every day, and‘many
L f-a{;;z.re than once a day and look carefullj{f in the
Gf' UZI after washing by way of “investigatlondand
mll; " (Uproarious laughter) in case we have no‘t : ?ne:'
i?tuti};e topour faces. What a sense of responsilblhttﬁ;
ilflsuur articles and speeches T]rere tur;eiﬂﬁza\:;ﬂr;u{:h
same sense of responsibility, they wou sy
kb esired. If vour stuff is not good .enoug
ifxebelight of day, you hadh betifir ke;p i1r1;f ;Se gj;lrsf}i

ays bear in mind that it ma '

i:i gsir]ts and actions of others. If a 1;11an dlﬁes noto‘t:a;ilg
his face for a day or two, it is bad; if he eavlels. <]
face a dirty mark or two, it does not 100.1{. ;Ve dszerent
neither case is it very serious. _lt is 'en.ltlre _}{;_ ,lleh_@_
with articles or speeches, which are 1ntex_1d¢—:- solel; .
TTUence other people; should our co‘mraldes, %d \
E;ut their faces, take these-things illgh% oy
be Tacking in a sense of proportlfm. : a ot
write articles and make speeches without pre nary

?[Tidy or preparation and, E@f_l_l}f erttii ,tj::ﬁ:; il:;’
a6 0 them in the s

d6 not even bother to go over he sz ;
as ?h[;y would look in the thirror after washing ﬂﬁir
faces, but send them straight to the press. _Often the

result can be described as: “A thousand words from

e pen in a stream, but fen thousand 1 away from
the theme”; such writers may appear to be geniuses,

G5




but actually they do harm to many. We must get
of this bad habit which arises from s lack of a gg
of responsibility. 78

- The seventh indictment. against the Party  eig
legged essay is that it poisons the whole Part
endangers the revolution. The eighth indictment
that the dissemination of this poison will be a disa
to the nation. These two indictments are self-evig
and require no elaboration. In other words, if
Party eight-legged essay is not discardeq but alloy
to go unchecked, it will have the worst possiblef{
sequences. In the Party eight-legged essay is hidd
the poison of subjectivism ang sectarianism which,
allowed to spread, will prove disastrous to botli_i
Party and the country. ' '
These eight counts constitute our declaration
on the Party eight-legged essay.
~ As a form, the Party eight-legged essay is r.ot }
unsuitable for expressing the revolutionary spirit b
is apt to stifle it To develog the revolutiona , '1
Aemust. get rid of it and adopt instead a
vigorous Marxist-Leninist sfyle. This style has existt
for a long fime, but it has yet to be enriched and po
ularized. Once we have destroyed the foreign
legged essay and the Party eight-legged essay, we shé
have a new style which, enriched and popularized, wi
further advance the revolltion,
The Party eight-legged €ssay is not, however, cor
fined to articles and speeches but alsg found in th
agenda of our meetings: 1, Opening announcemen
2. Reports; 3. Discussion: 4. Concluding remarks;
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Eig;ziigagain at every meeting, large or small, here,
an

e all . ‘ ; o
ﬂ;s;.st invariably contain the same points: 1. the i
8

T?{;;tinn in the Border Region; and, 4. ftiqe m};;;tmfrl}oﬁ
; - ALl ' sessions olten }
o d; pi;liﬁlpfgl;t, f‘zdwllihci even those who have noth-
mﬂr?élfay take the floor as if they owed ij: to Dthe,r_'i
Egdo so. In shert, there is a complete disrggzignge
the actual conditions as weéll as a stubborn a .

to the rigid old forms and practices.
correct all these things?

] i style
in our writing and speaking towards a national style,

2SS & al.’ "THIS 18 Very
lentific apprcach and mass appe
gof)iiu nBut a Ehange, to be thorough, must be affected

it not also in the style of the Party
. yrnment. Is it not also in 2§ o
P ed essay to repeat this rigid procedure over

d everywhere? Reports presented at meetings

tional situation; 2. the national situation; 3. the

Is it not time to

Many people are now calling for a thorough change

Irom top to bottom, and inside and out, :here?sem?;t
' h a change have themselves
people calling for suc _ shpns .
fore advise these
thanged at all. I would there o
: ' in themselves befor
rades to effect a little change in : :
they proceed to bring about a thorough change; ﬂther(-;
Wise they will remain enslaved by do{:trman.qsm 31;?1 i
the Party eight-legged essay and will a{.:r::r::-vfn]_:)hs.lz1 r;heﬁ‘
ing b@causeLthey want to grasp what is hey%rﬁ i
' their power. T
reach and do what is beyond : A
Who talks about a thorough change in favour ;f 1‘2;8“
9opeal but actually only tries to appeal to 1;5- oih
Smali group, should be careful, for some dz:,y I:: il
Come geross on the street one of the “masses’” who wi
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embarrass him by saying: “Sj
me!”  Those who do not just prate about mass g
but honestly wish to be able to appeal to the m
should learn from the common people; otherwi
cannot effect any change in themselves, Those
clamour about mass appeal but cannot even g
three sentences in the people’s language, ha ";:'
viously never made up their minds
ordinary people, but in their heart of
to appeal to their own small group.

At this meeting copies of 4 Guide to
pamphlet containing four arti
uted, and [

over again.

The first article, selected from the of
Communist Party of the Sovie Union (Bulshé_’-
Short Course, deals with the
propaganda. It describes how

I, try your mass appe

hearts on

cles, have been disty

advise our comrades to read it over &

way Lenin carrie ]

Lenin wrote 3 r

Under Lenin’s guidance, the St. Petersburg Leag
of Struggle for the Emancipation of the
Class was the first body in Russia that began to li
Socialism with the working-clasg movement, Wi
a strike broke out in Some factory, the Leagu'
Struggle, which through the members of its ei:
was kept well posted on the state
factories, immediately responded b
and Socialist proclamations.
the oppression of the workers
explained how the workers
interests, and set forth the w

of affairs in
Y issuing leafle
These leaflets exp n
by the manufacturer

orkers’ demands, 1
68
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to learn from'H

L T TS P g

T 1 T R —————

should fight for 1 4 ;'

lets told the plain truth about the u'lce_rs of ca}ib
1ea_f m- the poverty of the workers, their 1nt<:tlerattej§!r‘
'tahfi ilforking day of 12 to 14 hours, and their ui .
hai{ of rights. They also put forward appropria
ac _
;glitical demands.

You see, one must be “well posted 01:1 the state of
offairs”, and tell “the plain truth”. Again:

Wwith the collaboration of the w;orl;ertiag?;ilfgﬁgi
' 1894 wrote the Iirs
Lenin at the end of . ; : -
is ki 11 to the workers
flet of this kind and an appea |
‘ii?e Semyannikov Works in St. Petersburg who were
on strike. ' |
To write a leaflet, one must consult IWith comradjs
who are well posted on the state of affairs. It ".?ar];‘asni“1
the basis of such investigation'and sjtudy that Lenix
wrote his articles and did all his work:

Every leaflet greatly helped to stiffer? t_he spirit
of the workers. They saw that the Socialists were
helping and defending them.

Do we agree with Lenin? If we do, Wi Sdhm;lsd L‘:ZEE E
' ' ‘ must do
In the spirit of Lenin. That is, we ‘
did, andpnot fill endless pages with empty verbiage, 0:1'
Shoot arrows at random, or become cocksure an :
boast fyl. T

The second article is selected from Dimitrov’s R.e;
Port to the Seventh World Congress of the Comﬂ:z;t:nw
International,  What did Dimitrov say? He said:

Tomper anoia s 0 S SO0 e
laf]gﬁage of book formulas, but in the language 0
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fighters for the cause of the masses, who
word, whose every idea reflects the in
thoughts and sentiments of millions.

Furthermore, it must be borne in mind
the masses cannot assimilate our decisions y
we learn to speak the language which the
-understand. We do not always know how tg |
~ simply, concretely, in images which are familiar

intelligible to the masses. We are still unal

refrain from abstract formulas. which we |
learned by rote. As a matter of fact. af yoﬁl-
through our leaflets, newspapers, resolutions_.-

theses, you will find that they are often ,

in a language and style so heavy that the

difficult for even our Party’s functionari_
understand, let alone the rank-and-file workers

And again: ®
| J

Well, didn’t Dimitroy put his finger on our
spot? Apparently, the Party eight-legged essay exi
in foreign countries as wel] as in China, and is a cc
mon disease (Laughter). But, however that may be,
must cure ourselves of it quickly in accordance wi
Comrade Dimitrov’s advice:

8]
Every one of us must make this a law, a Bolshev!
law, an elementary rule: - -

When writing or speaking always ‘have in mid
the rank-and-file worker who must understand yols

must believe in your appeal and be ready to 3

l —— T ——
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—TLet it be a law for us! G
5 “third article, selected from the Complete Works

gg;};rl on how to write. What did Lu Hsun say? He

H f
lid down altogether eight rules of writing, some O

1 al o :

‘ which T should like to mention here.

- w ]j
great variety of things’”, not just one thing or ha

: t
of it. He asked us to “observe more ’T_ not to ‘;O]I:])Jf;tt
ourselves with casual glances. How about us?

we often do exactly the opposite and start writing after
having seen only a little?

You must have in mind those for whom you
. e .
yﬂﬁte to whom you speak.
w . : I s

S G o
This 18 the prescription made out for us by the Co

International, a prescription that must be fol-

b Hsun, is the author’s reply to the magazine Great

Rule 1: “Pay close attention to a greatc varietg 32
things; observe more, and do not write ﬁyou ave
seen only a little.”

g i
He said that we should ‘“pay close attention to

Rule 2: “Don’t force yﬂurself___ to ___write._whgg you
have nothing to write about.” |

How about us? Don’t we often force odrsel?fes to
keep on writing when we have evidently nothing tn:gl |
2, ; _ e
Say? Tt js sheer irresponsibility to pick up the pen a

T

| 1%

YA monthly published from 1931 to 193?., b_y the Ee:‘iiu,TEE
Chinese Left-Wing Writers. This letter is include e
Dfl‘*ided Mind (Lu Hsun, Complete Works, Chinese ed., Vol. .
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_ and complexity, must be studied over and over e

force oneself to write without any prelimingy
vestigation or study. 4

Rule 4: “Read over your article at least th u;f
you have finished writing it, and do your
strike out ruthlessly redundant words, senten
paragraphs. Rather condense the materlal
novel into a sketch than _spin out the mai;e‘ F

e ——

a sketch into a novel.” e

——

CDﬂfLICIUS advised, “Think twme ”1 and Han "
said, “A deed is accomplished through taking fhci
each was referri ing to matters in his own times 1
are now very remote. Today matters have he
very complicated and sometimes it 1s not enough
to think three or four times. Lu Hsun advised t u:
80 over what we have written “at least twme”
how many times “at most”’? That he didn’t sa
my opinion, it does no harm to 80 over an Imp
article more than ten times and revise it c

before it is published. Articles are the reﬂectl

objectlve events and things™ which, with their mtr

“before they can exactly and
be careless and perfunctory in thls

respect is simj

to be ignorant of the ABC of writing.

1 See Confucian Analects, Bk. V. ch

Classics, Eng. tr., James Legge, Oxford,
2 Han Yu (A.D. ’?68 -824), a famous Chin
dynasty.

19 (ef.

2

operly reflec tf 0

The Chines®
1893, Vol. I, p. 180088
€se writer of the T'aiie
The quotation comes fr om his essay “The Sch
Apology™”. *
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: “Don’t coin new-fangled epithets or the

S

ule 6
111«:1: that am1glble only to yourself.

E———

e

we have coined too many new-fangled expressions,
of which are intelligible only to ourselves. Somtel;
liles a sentence of forty or fifty words is packed wi
1

thets or the like that are intelligible only to our-
epl

lves. Many who never tire of glibly professing to
;iollowers of Lu Hsun, are the very people who turn

ir backs on his teachings.
th?lze last article is a comment on"how to carrrirlagg
propaganda in keeping with our flatmnal usgge, e
by the Chinese Communist Earty s.Central OH:EI ok
at its plenary session (the sixth since the Six .
tional Congress). At this session held in_1938 we sai 4
that any “talk about MarXLgLanart frﬂm::ls na-
tional characteristics” is only Marxism in the ab-n
sfract, Marxism in a vacuum’” . That is to say, we must
WMmpﬁy talk on Marxmm and any Cﬂmmu?;sn |
who Who lives in China must study Marxism in connecti
Wwith the actual conditions of the Chinese revolution..

s

The foreign eight-legged essay must be banzeg:
empty and abstract talk must be stopped, and fhe
trinairism must be buried to make room for
fresh and lively expression of Chinese style and
Chinese flavour which the common folk of Chmi
love to see and hear.-. To separate the content 0
--1hté11{at101131]"‘n'1 from natmna'l—form 18 tne 'oracutzn

e —

ahc;m we on. me cn‘nfrarv ~vant 1'0 hnk the tW_D
ﬁl ings closely. _In this connectmn there are serlous

13
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- mistakes in our ranks which must pe
corrected. s

) .i;.-;.f."

In that article we called for banning the
eight-legged essay, but some comrades have
been promoting it. In that article we demanded
emply and abstract talk should be stopped,
comrades have been obstinately continuing to ing
article we called for the burial ‘1
Some comrades have given it new lease
. In short, this report endorsed by the plenary
session of the Central Committee Was dismissed ag jdle
words by many pecple who were a’pparently
opposed to it, b
- Now the Party
rid of the Party
the like once and
at sucfl.length.
and analyse what I have said and each make an analy
of his own particular case, Everybody should
things out about himself, talk the results over with
close friends and the comrades around him, and
tively overcome his own ‘weaknesses, |

Centre has decided
eight-legged essay, doctrinairis i
for all, and that is why I have all
I hope that comrades wil] think oy

that we must:

"::-I = £
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TALKS AT THE YENAN FORUM ON
ART AND LITERATURE

(May 1942)

INTRODUCTION TO THE DISCUSSION
(May 2, 1942)

Comrades! You are invited t::}day .to exchange 11110811?;2
and ascertain the proper rglatlonsh.gg betwei{l iti*eg <
and literary activities and revolutionary ac tl;* kade_
general, to determine what is the px:nper pa ol
velopment for revolutionary art and htera'tur: 1anactivi:_
they can give better heﬁ) to other revc:tlutmn I Eﬁl i
.u‘és so that we can overthrow our n&tl(_}_{_'liﬂ enemy ar
accém'plish the task hgfﬂ__ng_ﬁgna‘l 11berat101(1:.h.nese st \

In our struggle for the liberation of the . hl ey
ple there are various fronts, two of whlch cul.t Ly
civilians’ front and the soldiers’ front, or- the e
front and the military front. To defeat thi i}r:fs 133: if

oot relyprlm@'ﬂxgnarn;igrgogfi Erlllu is abso=
enough; we also need a cu ! E{""/—
IU‘:éng'_ipﬁdis penmw_—%_ﬁth ldge Ejﬁ ;
of the enemy. Since the May 4 WEEIPW’qa“"h;;g“;5.‘;;;11; |
cultural army has taken shape in China :‘111:1 has con-
tributed tg____thg__ghiriésemrﬂo_luﬁmn_ b_Y Srasiass 3; T
ing the dofnain and weakening the influence of feud

75
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culture and of comprador culture which serveg ?
“perialist aggréssion T oppose the new cultupg |
Chinese reactionaries can now only resort to “pit
quantity against quality’’: in other words, though
are unable to produce 'anything of merit theyw'
plenty of money and can wel] afford to turn oug
Immense quantity of stuff. On the cultural fron't;_
and literature have formed an Important sector and
good work since the May 4 Movement, During the %
years’ civil war, much progress was made in revo]
tionary art and literature. Although this move I
-and the revolutionary war headed in_the same geney

dpoint, the attitude and the public of the artists .
tan F’,]riters and how they should work and studj{. 9
- “rl-ld po-irjlt: We take the standpoint of the proletariat

gt?}m-mass of the people. For members of t{l;e (Eo:}r; &
an ist Party, this means that they shoul'd‘a op 554 )

R oint of the Party, abide by the spirit ?nd |
stﬂr_}dp of the Party. Are there any of our artists alnd |
pOI'lcy* who still lack a correct or clear understanding
-,1{1*1‘[;155 oint? I think there are. Quite a number of
?:L: curﬁrades have often deviated from the correct
St?iiﬁlﬁé Our specific attitudes towards spemflls
things arise from our standpoint. Fc?r l-nsmmi;si};iuﬂf
we ﬁraise or should we expose? Th1.s is a t:]1 wH
attitude. Which of these two attitudes smuwmm
adopt? My answer is: Both; it all de*penc?sdon : ;
you are dealing with. There are 2}{1{'@& kinds o dpgzr 3§
&Lour enemies, our allies in the umtff:d front aril e
own people, that is, the masses and their vanguard.

wards these three 1% of people there should be three f

5

direction, their practical activities lacked co-ordin
tion, because the two brother armies participating

‘ﬁéé.' 'I“t'is_ a 'Very good thing that since the i::ut'ﬁ}'\"
of the War of Resistance, revolutionary artists and writ
ersare coming in increasing numbers to Yenan an
'othe?-'anti:Japanese base areas. But to arrive at th
base areas is not the same as to identify oneself con
pletely with the people here. In pushing forward tl
revolutionary work, it is necessary to identify onese
completely with the people. The express purpose €
% 4 our meeting today is E} make art and Titerature g --ff
ponent part of the whole revoTﬁtiDnaﬂ machine, ¥
make them a powerful weapon for uniting and educat={
-iing the people and for attacking and destroying the
_enemy, and to Nelpthe people 16 tight With one
and one mind. What are the problems to be solved |
to achieve this objective? In my opinion, they are thé |

different attitudes ii{;ih ﬁfﬁ;iﬁ;ﬁiﬁfﬂfﬁ;ﬁ
ap: imperialists and all o  the )
;Tid‘tﬁénesef:;g{pof ‘revolutionary artis’fs and ertfersj ;2‘2
expose their cruelty and deceit, _p.m_nt out their i
_table defeat and encourage the _a_nfp;f:_lapanese ar_?}y a'th
.Dﬂnple'to overthrow them by fightm{g resolute 3{; Wlu[;
one heart and one mind. In our attitude towards our

various allies in the united front, we should strengthen

e ———

ArgEEEn b g
Unity and at the same time make c )

there should be different kinds of unlty and differ_'e_l_;;:
forms of criticism:~ We support their resistance P

(K]
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Japan and commend their achievements.

to criticize them if they do not put
tance.

must adopt an attitude of

our them, their efforts, their
their party. However, the people

comings. There is a ‘hang-over of petty-bourge

i@éﬁlﬂgy among many proletarians and backward ic
are found in both the peasantry and the urban pe

bourgeoisie; these are the burdens h
their struggle. We should spend a

patient in educating them and helping them to re
against their own shortco
can take big strides
ward. In the course of their struggles they have remoul
ed or are remoulding themselves, and our art ar
literature should depict this process. We should not
a one-sided view and make the mistake of ridiculil
them or taking a hostile attitude towards them unle;

these handicaps and fight
ings and errors so that they

Against anyone who opposes communism
the people and becomes increasingly reactionapy.
uncompromising strug
As to the mass of the people, we should of cours > h
struggles, their army .

But we 4
up an active pe

T e

ampering ther
long time a

they persist in their errors.
productions should

and to fight with one heart

e — —

and one

they certainly should not do the opp

The public: The question here is: F

artistic and literary works: produced:

Our artistic and lite
enable them to ynite

..... 1te, to advant
s revolutiona
DSit’e,
or whom are

m—
e
- i - =

Kansu-Ningsia Border

heglon and the anti—Jaan :

base areas in North and Central China

that in the Kuomintang-con

gi'fTerent from

, the problem is

78

~controlled areas

mind, discarding
what is backward and promoting what i

articularly from that in Shanghafi before thfe Vﬁ.;zle:
and isistance, éa pre-war Shanghai the pltlbllc
E I}utionary art and literature consisted mainly of a

ek

Ef"ci_l" n the Kuomintang-controlled areas the scc}ﬁe
= Sb.{:‘EH somewhat extended since the ﬂptbreak -ﬂf ;chz
hasr of Resistance, but these people still remain 5
Wain public because the authorities haveﬁ Preven es
:1012 workers, peasants and soldiers foin gal‘nmg acl;:::e
I iterature. (Here in our 5
revolutionary art and li . o~
tueals the situation is entirely different. The pﬂhclﬁ :
- kK diers and revolution-
made up of workers, peasants, sold: eV on
ary cadres. There are students too, but they . e
E;c:—iéédres or would-be cadres and therefore diiferen

from the students of the old type. qfhe_ public éﬂr :;i
at and BEIRORe ARG Y e
diers in the armed forces, workers in the factomez .2{1) .
peasants in the villages who 2L want to read Fook
and ne?&spapers if 'ggg_ ha g_bége_gg_mg_llt Egéggha_;;_f__ Iln u{ﬂ;
to enjoy plays, see pictures, sing Songs and acar o
The cadres, for instance, fartfrt}mbl;emcgo Iflzz ;; ::ly b
ight suppose, outnumber :
szage?; {];? 15 new ];E)I:;k published in the Ku0§11nt31f-
Cﬂntroll_éd areas. There one edi.tion of a book 1;91:;11 n};
r'uns to only two thousand coples 4":11‘1(31 three e 111 ot
tota] only six thousand, while here in Yenan a zad
there are more than ten thousand cadres who canfr a-.
MOL"eover, many of them are well-steeled revolution :
ies who have come from all parts of the country ant
Will go to work in different places, hence the grea

9
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Mple. Many writers, s

! Importance of their education.

the job_of our artists and writers to work in th
> out their FIrst and foremost dypy =l

Sretand the people and undersiant e - 0NN
ow id our artists and writers stand T;}Hl
e past? I would say that they jooril thall
C{ugh knowledge ang understanding ang thereforéfﬂ
field to display their prowess. What is meant b g
of thorough knowledge? They lacked g ' 3

knowle{dge of the people. hey were acquainte

er with their subjects mor with their public: i

They did not understand the language. "They Ta

an adequate nowledge of {he ich and live] languagé
people and'leading a dull and e té'mdmg it rse
unf.ramili:ar with the people’s language and not only
an insipid language in their writiflgs but often coifl
awkward €Xpressions quite alien to, popular
Many comrades love to ‘talk about magg appeal

gy
80 b
1,_ =

g

ik, .
e

what does that mean? It means that the ideas and
feelings of our artists and writers should be fused with
hose of the mass of the workers, peasants and soldiers.
An order to do so we should conscientiously study the
language of the people. If we find much Df*"ihe/
Janguage of the people unintelligible, how can we talk
about artistic and literary creation? Lack of field to
display one’s prowess refers to the fact that one’s
high-falutin ideas meet with no response from the
people. The more :you try to prove yourself ex-
perienced, to display your _prowess, to put yoursﬁf_
over, the less likely are the people to be impressed. ,
1If you want to be understood by and identified wilhr |

the people, you must make up your mind to undergo f

a long and even painful process of remoulding. Pl/

[ might mention here my own experience in under-
going a change of heart. As a student and having ac-
quired at school the habits of a student, I used to feel
it undignified to do any manual labour, such as carry-
iIng my own luggage in the presence of a crowd of
fellow students who could not fetch and carry for
themselves. At that time it seemed to me that the
intellectuals alone were clean while the workers and
beasants were rather dirty. I could put on the clothes
of other intellectuals because I thought them clean,
but would not put on clothes belonging to a worker
or peasant because I thought them dirty. The revolu-
lion brought me into the ranks of the workers, peas-
ants and soldiers in the revolutionary army, and grad-
Ually T became familiar with them and they with
Me. It was then and only then that a fundamental
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change occurred in the bourgeojs and petty-hg
feelings implanted in me by the bourgeois schopls
Fcame to feel that the unremoulded intellectual
unclean as compared with the workers and p
who are the cleanest people, cleaner than the
| geois -and petty-bourgeois intellectuals, even
their hands are blackened by work and their §
smeared with cow dung. This is what is mean
change of heart, a transformation of the feeli
one class into those of another. If our artists &
writers of the intelligentsia want the people to giv
warm reception to their works, they must chan
remould their ideas and feelings. Otherwise they
be ill-adapted to their task and do nothing wortl
while, E

The last problem is that ML_L mean the stug
of Marxism-Leninism and of society. One who ¢
siders himself a Marxist revolutionary writer,

ecially a Communist writer, must have a knowle
/of Marxism-Leninism. ~Some comrades, however
not even take the fundamental Marxist viewpoint. F¢
instance, a fundamental Marxist viewpoint is that eX
istence determines consciousness, that is, the objectiv

£
&l

/

Teality of class struggle and national stru
mines our thoughts and feelings.

rades, however, reverse the proper
‘maintain that everything

Intair ought to start from love
Now as for love, in a class society there can be only

class love; but these comrades are seeking a love

*transpg_;}p_f_s__ﬁhg____glasses, ove in the gb_stractj_%_s" ;.vglrl
freedom in the eiBé’tféiEfitruth in theabstracj*@ ,

82
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Some of our co
order of things anc
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| ] ct
| and literature have a rich cont_(-_:nf;_“_.gnd a corre
3 nﬁentatit}n.

land so on. This shows that

. in the abstract, | e o
l.ﬂa/w’% .omrades have been deeply influenced by the
hese ™

' : ‘ sIves of
isie. thoroughly tid themse
5e0l1S1e. They must : b ; v
E'l'%nﬂuem;e and study Marxism-Leninism with a
this. 1114 : A

artists and writers must learn how

S
—taaer—

~ -l

roduce Sﬂﬁﬁﬂnﬁﬂd_ﬁiﬂmﬂm ,buLtfhﬁ{ fﬁ%ﬁ"‘i |
0 M-grﬁis_ﬁ;}’@iWu}red course 0 study e
Elfrfévglﬁffonar'ies, not ege;?;% -/\

mtlmﬂsw;lzfi; ho(;uthe various cﬁﬂs.ées: %1_1__5_?_‘?191??' .
v mutual relations and respective conditions, Fhelr
g:igrnal features and what they feel and think. Only

“hen these things are clearly grasped will our art

open mind. & True

e (Tl 20
- . -
NS, .

e ——

———

1 raise these problems today by way of intrﬁdicizig
and hope you will all give your opinions on thes

other related questions.

SUMMING UP THE DISCUSSION
(May 23, 1942)

Comrades! We have met three times duringdtt;i
i ' th, we have carrie

month. In the pursuit of truth, 1
heated debates in which scores of Party and ntfn I:S’alé'n:):
tomrades have spoken, uncovex'ing.the prob eimthink
Volved, and putting them in specific terrms.ill Foripiond
the whole artistic and literary movement W
from this. i

fl? any discussion, we should start not fromltli;f:il’lnlg
tions, but from actual facts. We shall be fo wing

83
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the wrong method if we first look up definitigy
art and literature in the textbooks and then use
to determine the direction of the present
literary: movement or to judge current views ang
troversies. We are Marxists and have learned.
Mearxism that in our approach to a problem we
start not from abstract defini_@i{q{{s____lqyji from ob
facts and, bym_faétsi determine oy
tation, our policy and method. We should do the :
in our present discussion of art and literature, q

nat are the facts facing us? The facts are:
of Resistance that China has been fighting ;;;
years; the world-wide anti-fascist war ; the

of China’s big landlords and big bourgeoisie in

of Resistance and their policy of ruthless oppressi
of the people; the great contributions to the revol
made in the last twenty-three years since May 4, 1
by the movement of révulutionary art and literi
and its many shortcomings: the antj-J apanese dem
cratic base areas of the Eighth Route and New

l

Armies, where large nﬁmbers of artists and r
have aligned themselves with the armed forces, an
with the workers and peasants; the difference in
cumstances and tasks between the artists and write
In our base areas and those in the Kuomin '
controlled areas; and the controversies which ha
arisen over art and literature in Yenan and other
Japanese base areas. These are the undeniable fac =
the light of which we have to éXamine our probler

84

,q_li‘gﬁerature intended?

what then is the crux of the gatterfioh; zx;ji,; {;E?E;
; ‘undamental problems:

E ﬂleé‘iii”?j a::.:ork forpthe people. 1If these t;mi
. are not solved, or are only solved Inade
rob{Eh180u1‘ artists and writers will not be. able to
uat?l}thenlselves to the circumstances or fit the::n_-

adapnt for their tasks, but will come up against a se.rles_,-

Sew%?ficultieq from within and without. My summmgh
GE d:vill cent}e round these two problems and touc

W

upon some others related to them.

The first problem is: For whom are our art and

. : n
This problem, as a matter of fact, was solved long

® ] ]

and literature should “serve the millions upon rnﬂiol;_i? e
of working people”.! It might seem that for our

——

: - s ) .' o J- El‘!.
1In “The'P.ﬁrty’s Organization and the Pal_tys _Lﬁm::f:er -
Lenin described the characteristics of proletarian litera

S i usness
“This will be a free literature because neither coveto

T el 5
nor careerism but rather the idea of SDCl_alﬁl1;0?:eds f;ii:nigts
for the working people will draw ever fres cse it will serve
tanks. This will be a free ]ileratu're becau]u- g
millions and tens of millions of working D.EC;P_E o SR
the strength and future of the ?Quntlf'}”- 11’;111? events in the
literature because it will fl'm:t_lfz’rr th‘e ihEh experience and
revolutionary thought of mankind with the
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rades working in art and literature in the g
nese base areas this is no longer a problem and
discussion is unnecessary. But actually this is
case. Many comrades have by no means arri
clear understanding of this problem, Conseqy
their sentiments, their works, their actions a .s,fi'
views concerning the guiding principles of art
erature have failed more or less to meet the
of the people or the needs of actual struggles.
the large numbers of cultured people, of artists, wrj
and people engaged in artistic and literary pursui;
general who, together with the Communist Party
the Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies, have parf
pated in the great struggle for liberation, there m
course be some opportunists who will not remain
us long, but the great majority are energetically wo
ing for the common cause. Thanks to the effo :

these comrades, our achievements in literature, dr
music and art have been considerable. Many of
began their work after the outbreak of the
Japanese War: others started working for the re
tion long before the war, and they underwent na
hardships and exercised much influence upon the
of the people by their actions and their works, Vh
then, should T say that even some of these t

e
=1
o 8
et

daily work of the socialist proletariat, creating a perma
inter-relaticmnship between the experience of the past (scien
socialism, which completed the development of socialism f
its primitive, utopian forms) with the experience of the pres
ent (the present day struggle of our worker comrades).” .
Collected Works, Russian ed., Moscow, 1947, Vol. X, pp. 30- t
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b m are art and literature intended? Is it possible
who

ey e leadership of the
E}}gtmle ‘under the ip

ﬂre I l : r

v

i intain that revolu-
¢ there are people who still zmamtam i
- rv art and literature are intended nD-;;
onale}’but for the exploiters and oppressors? it
et;f is true that there are art and literature tln‘;e? :
; i ' he art and litera-
loiters and oppressors. T :
g feudal art and litera-
the landlord class are fe ;
k. f{:};m:h are the art and literature of the ru?nfi
lasses of China’s feudal epcch. Eve1:1 toda% Euc};ts at; 1
cl;ill has considerable influence in China. ' e at B
iq'terature for the bourgeoisie ariﬂ_‘rgpy};gims ar L{l
lilterature. People like Liang hlh-ih 1u,d‘mlfii;£1;1:2ture
itici bout art an
n criticized, may talk a ! |
aHssutranscending the classes, but in fact tbgy atlé
uphold bourgeois art and literature in opdptigitlor;ure
i literature. The art and litera
proletarian art and aty T
' i ists, as represented by
intended for the imperialists, ; *
wofl?s of Chou Tso-jen, Chang Tz:e—p ing? ands th?:
like, are collaborationist art and literature. v to dzd -:
as \;fe are concerned, art and literature are inten

ture.

th ove-menti
or » : ’ 1
%és 4E:t:r;npem_::-le. We have said tha¥ China’s new cul

ture at the present stage is an anti-feudal, anti-imperi-

e R T R

1A member of the counter-revolutionary National Snci.tahs:
Party He propagated the literary theory of the Iﬁt?;in:id
rﬁacti;::nary bourgeoisie, stubbornly opposed the revolu

den ced revolutionary literature. :
2;:1;?3 writers who became collaborators when the Japanese

Invaders occupied Peking and Shanghai in 1937.
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| _proletariat, Anything that truly belongs to

| and when we reshape them and fil] them With??.

- olution and the people.

people’s armed forces, which are the main forcesa"f
k w )
the revolutmnary war.

working people and the intelligentsia of the urball

ple is now of necessity under the leadership of t
Tetariat. Nothing under the leadership of the j
o o~c can possibly belong to the people. Nafi
the same applies to the new art and literature t
form part of the new culture. While we d

ho; d.t
over the rich legacy and keep Up the fine tradition

Chinese and '"foféig'r_l_ art and literature, we must dg

With our eyes upon the people. We do not

make use of the artistic and ]iterary forms of the pas

content, they also become things which serve

Who, then, are the people? The overwhelming:
Jority constituting more than 90 per cent

urban pétty bourgeoisie, S0 our art and literature al
first of all for the workers, the

revolution, Secondly, they are for the peasants, the
| Most numerous and steadfast alljes in the revolution.

Thirdly, they are for the armed workers and pea

—_—

.

Fourthly, they are for

s

petty bourgeoisie who are also our alljes in
tion and are capable of lasting co- j
These four kinds of peoplesform the overwhelming
majority of the Chinese hation and are -
the mass of the people.
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] ul : i
\" ﬁﬁrj;ts and soldiers, but will be interested mainly 1n \
as

of our total
population are the workers, peasants, soldiers and the

class which leads the

n the revolu=

operation with S+

art and literature should be intended for tltleiscz
E inds of people. To serve them we must la
- dpoint of the proletariat instead of that of 1‘,_he
thit;tir;ul;geoisie. TodaLwritpﬁ.and_a:tistg who cling

P heir individualist petty-bourgeois ‘Stal‘ldpm_tlt‘; kca_:r}-
o serve the mass of revolutionary workers,

E’" small number of petty-beurgeois intellectuals. This
the

e to find
% the reason why some comrades are unable

o correct- answer to the question: _Fcir_ whon:} tar:ﬁ;::
g ' intended? Here I am n
A 0 one in our ranks advocates the
.n -D £ ‘ :
i;]eir-y or says in plain words that.'i;he workers, peasanli:z
ﬁnd soldiers are less important than the petf?f)";;:g g,gj:r'ld
intellectuals. Here I am speaklngdof ?IEHS‘ b o
i in their deeds and action D%
actions. Do they in their d¢ : N
petty-bourgeois intellectuals as more IH}POFEHP T
the workers, peasants and soldiers? I ;hmtkdyi?g té
: cerned with stu
Many comrades are con gy agns b Sy
is intellectuals, analysing their p
petty-bourgeois inte ' S A
Vi ‘ ression to their li
ogy, giving effective exp oty sttt b
i efending their shortco :
cusing or even defen e
idi ] tuals to get closer, tog
than guiding the intellec e
With tiemselve.s, to the workers, pe?.sants anisss?iiIEio
join i ' | truggles, give expr
Join in their actual s e o8 e
ir 1i > them. Many comra |
their life and educate t ny S
is i igin and intellectuals t |
are petty-bourgeols in origin oonmlg
' in the ranks of the in
Selves, seek friends only in ‘ - a0
, - ttention on studying
tuals and concentrate their a ntion o o
de:csribing them. "This would be quite proper ;f til-f;;
studies and descriptions were made from a proleta:
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standpoint. But this is not the case, or at

,not completely. They take the standpoint of the -

: bourgeoisie and Their works are a_form of self -eXpy
J sion of The petty bourgeoisie, as can be seen in ..
-. number of our artistic and literary proauctions:
oTten express great sympathy for the intellectug]s .
petty-bourgeois originf"fﬁéf'symﬁéfhize with or ey

praise their shortcomings’ ~On the other hand

seldom come into contact with the workers, p

and soldiers, do not underst._a_nd_ or stucfy_f..them,_
have close friends among them and do not show muy

Bt

any rate, an unequivocal answer to the ques-
i ;{t For Who’m are art and literature intended? I
. in mind not only the newcomers to Yenan, but
- 1any who have been to the front and v\fork?d
alSDannumber of years in our base areas and in the
fﬁ'rhth Route and New Fourth Armies. ' :
Eli complete solution of this problem will require 2 | 1
long time, maybe eight or te:;_ years. Biizt;'ns ?E:lti it o
how long it takes, we must find the solu :u:.tj,_ts o
must be unequivocal and complete. Qur artis 2

writers must fulfil this task; the:xé ;15;1;1 eg;?fri ersyj

skill in depicting them; if and when they Hﬁi_h_ | Shift their ‘st_andpf)int over to jc;le s; fh;} T
them, the resulf is merely petty=bourgeois intellecty - | peasants andlgﬁlﬁler_'s, to the Si e c:m in%cjg o
! in the clothing of working people. In certain re | %z lo their midst and plunging

- i d society. Only |
/ they also love the workers, peasants and soldiers. siruggle and by studying Marxism an L—lﬂh&m L o
25,_ the cadres springing from them; but in some respeets

. _ t and literat _are |
| -this way can we have ar AN i e 1
- T Qﬁ—n Fo oz nd soldiers, an ‘9@5
and at times they do not love them: they do not ap= | genuimnely for the t.uor_er_s, peasants a
| fenuinely proletarian, |

‘precialef Their emotions, their manners, ¥ eir bud t literature intended? ThiS is .
art_and Titeratur wall r “Forwhom are art and literat S
art and literature such as 11 newspapers. m 2 fundamental question, a question of principle, Hith

folk songs, and folk tales. To be sure they someti : is-

. =k - : : conflicts and dis
- ing: h erto the controversies, dwer_gences, ‘

like these things too, but only because these t I rades have not arisen on

have novelty value, 6 because they can borrow fr . o B
Binpiatlila sl L _ y this Tundamental issue of prmc:lple‘but on secondrsii
issues or even issues that do not involve any p

them to embellish their own works, 'or because ¢

tain backward features appeal to them. At other ti e dis-
\ : . : | le, however, the dis
| they openly despise things of this kind and prefer Ciple. . On this qugstm:n 10 : gr m:llznée but have in al-
a belongs to the petty-bourgeois intellecjtuals or € Putants ha_ve shown little dwgtg 6 ool i, et
. the bourgeoisie. The feet of these comrades are most perfect agreement ten : I?d soldiers and isolate
| planted squarely on the side of the petty-bourge down on the Worke?’ss Peasim..ﬁ..fé;"';;{6-*;656---&%&»
- intellectuals, or, to put it mére elegantly, their i themselves .il:@nﬁ.l;ha _Pﬁﬁfﬁg thnsey oradnE Taee Tt

be T ,. enera y Spea 3 e - !

lil{(-:ft::ioje %(uomintaﬂg in its disdain of the workers,

P

ey,

| most soul is still the domain of the petty-bourg
~ intelligentsia. Thus they have not found the ans
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peasants and soldiers and its isolation from the
bu't all . the same the tendency is there
t%us fundamental question is answered, it Wil-l.:
ficult to answer many other questions’. |
'I.‘al'{e, for instance, the question of sectarianisy
aI‘tISt.IC and literary circles, which is also a
‘of pr{ncip]e. Only by putting forward and effe .
carrying out such slogans as “Serve the worke
_p«;—:-asants!” “Sérve e__Eighth ROTE; and New Th™
t_ ﬁ_gf_rgles' and ~‘Go_into the midst of the peﬁplé an
we get rid of sectarianism; in no other way cams
jproblem be solved. "Tu Hsun once said: =~
ﬁ The necessary..condition for the umted
é-common..aim. ... ...... The.discord.in_our.-front.oh
that we are not agreed on the aim, some - 4
only.for small grou ps _and others working i
| for themselves. If we all aim at serying t

./~ of workers and peasants, our. . ‘
\A" Rl ik ,» our.front will of

'I"he s:;.tme problem cropped up in Shan chai Hs
time just as it now crops up i Chunskme. 18 .5
places it is difficult to solve the problem c;:}mple:hf -
bec.aus.e the authorities there oppress the revolutionaty
artists and writers and deprive them of the freeitil

. ?“?2_

e

-5

! Lu Hsun, “My View on th i e
! e Alliance of Left- ; :
Complete Works, Chinese ed., Vol! 1%¢ Wing Writersta
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casants and soldiers and given full freefiom to go into
heir midst and create genuinely ﬂlutmnar.y art aﬁnd
jiterature. With us here, then, the problem}s nearing |
~fation.” But,to be nearing the solution is not the
ggme as arriving at a complete and unequivocal solu-
son and it is precisely for this complete and
unequivocal solution that we must, as we have already
cid, study Marxism and society. By Marxism we
mean not Marxist catchwords, but livin Marxism
which has practical bearings on the life and struggle!
of the people. When ﬂqrxist catchwords are trans- |
tormed into Marxism 1n real life, there will be no
morc _cectaria T And then not only will the
problem of sectarianism be solved but many other |
problems as well. ok T R R

Il a3
s iAo >
Having solved the problem of whom to serve, we

come now to the problem of (how to serve.) As our

comrades put it: Shoulc{ we devole ves to ele-
vation! or to popularization?: |
In the past some comrades to some extent or even

very much despised and neglecter:l: popularization and

i
i

— s

| “Elevation”. is used- to translate -the Chinese terng ;’-ﬁkﬂnb}
Which as employed in this connection does nol seem to have

an exact English equivalent. It means, as can be seen from
the context, the raising .of standard or level in literary
appreciation, criticism and creation. ' iz
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’J%’(‘/‘*

i
L
|

/

- ‘ 2 LG e nong
| m while elevalion means {he raising of their artistic

o the workers, peasants and soldiers to the level |

unduly stressed elevation. It is right to stre : Sl
" he feddl class, the bourgeoisie or the petty-

tlpn, butlt is wrong 1_:_(:{ stress it exc]uslﬁgy in d

of any other factor and to excess.. 'The lack o g Tgeois_intelligentsia, but that _we raise them up
and thﬁroughness. in the solution of the P EE’”EE_H ine of ascent, along the line of
whom to serve shows itsel_fv also in,,_ﬁtbi,s__ggr_l _a,lgznt of the proletariai,” Here again the task of

Since they have not solved that problem. Thss
rades naturally fail to find the proper ::riteri”
what they mean by elevation and popularizatio
a}gqe -an understanding of the proper relation befy
the two. Since our art and literature are prim
mt:endied for the workers, peasants and soldiers

larization means diffusion of é_rt and Iiterature,.

: {7ning from the workers, peasants and soldiers

comes in.  Only by making the workers, peasants and

¢ | diers our point of departure can weé have a correct
" | ,nderstanding of elevation and popularization and

find the proper relation between the two.
What $ the last analysis is the{source of all ar

literature?) Ideological expressions in the fo_r_m of ar-
Hstic or li t of the human

téfary work are the produc

Revolu-

Z literary standards. }_’Vhat should we popu
. _Jm nem ! e stuff needed and readily acce
by the feudal landlord class? By the bourgeoisie
b){ the petty-bourgeois intelligentsia? No, none of t
Ex:lieic;'} | 0 ular_ize what is needed and ¢
<01y accepted by the workers, peasants and sc
Hﬁ?rs themselves. Consequently the duty of lear'
ffom the workers, Peasants and soldiers precedes t
"taskvc?f educating them. This js even more tru.r'
elevation. There must be g level from which 1o elev.
When we Jift a bucket of water, for-instance, are
not lifting something that lies on the groun:ti rathe
th'-{n hangs in mid-air? What then is the leve] f- .':
which the standard of o art and literature is to

tionary aet and literature are the products of t .
& revolutionary artists and writers reflecting the life

of the people. ([ In the life of the people the:

mine of raw material for art and 1_i_1;;erﬂatu_r'_t‘aﬂ,_w_r_la;_m_gy,.

Hings in thelr matural state, crude but at the’same time
the most lively, rich and fundamental; in this sense,

they throw all art and liﬁei’q@rg’iﬁto the shade and pro-
vide for them-a unique and inexhaustible source. This
is the only source; there can be no other. Some may : SI.{:
s ThereToranoher source in the books, in the artistic
and literary works of past ages and fo_x;gwig;}____gggpfr__i_‘es?
As a matter of Tfact, these works are not the source but
the stream; they are the products which our preiieces-
sors and the foreigners created out of the artistic and

Drain reflecting the life of a given society.
: he brains_ |

there lies a

o

g

f
J

brevg,

%aris%; | rom the feydal Tevel? The bourgeois Tevel? :
.It ?aneos;’fﬂb(;f th.e petty—bgurgﬁ?is int elhgent o literary, raw material they lit upon in the peo_ple,S %;f'e
Feasants and soldi . e worketS | of their own times and in their own couniries. W€
Pt and soldiers. And this means not that we Tust take over all the fine artistic and literary legacy
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) and critically assimilate from it what is
| and learn from its example when we tr Y 10 work g
' the artistic and literary raw material found in the
. of the people in our own times and in our own coup
| e a difference whether or not one ] as s
examples to learn from, a difference which expl;
Why some works are refined and others crude, sc

N
il

3,“ N polished and others rough, some superior and __
» g inferior, some smoothly and others labo ;
W) | executed. Therefore we must not reject the 4

of the ancients and the foreigners, even th
KQ 1t is feudal or bourgeois, or refuse to learn
, them. But inheritance of a legacy and learning

w{ |

tive work, for nothing can take its place. The
sterile and harmful doctrinairism in art and liter
consists in uncritically borrowing and copying
ur predecessors and foreigners. e
5 All reﬁSiutionary artists and writers of China, a

| artists and writers of promise, must for long peris
! of time unreservedly and whole-heartedly ga_int

[f Eidst of the masses into the midst of the

| peasants and soldiers: they must temper themse
- In the flames of struggle and g6 to the or v, the br

| est and richest source to_observe, learr 1dy
analyse various PErsons, various classes and va
ommunities, all the vivid patterns of life and strug

‘and all the raw material of art and lit. he
they can proceed to creative work.<_Otherwise, fo
.s%'ir__lahqur, they will have nothing to work on

will become the kind of “phoney ariists or writel

rrrrr

g6

: .I!.
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\

exampie LU un, in-hi Wi S0 earnes cau-
e p]. L Hs -1 1S 1].1, i tly
-hoS .

~.d his son not to follow.}

i - art M
tlﬂr;lhgugh man’s social life is the only source of

sy e richer and more
: : nd 1S incomparably e
ond literature a ore not satished with Tife alone and

jvid, the people Why? Because, although |

: :
t and literature. ; L Tt
== aﬁeautifui, Jife as reflected in artistic and lit

@YEI‘RS can and ought o be on a higher level and
erary.

3 50 S
¢ a greater intensity than real life, in_sharper focu
0L @

“nd more typical, nearer the 1deal, amzl thirefores ;1;311“3
%ﬁ?ersa!i Revolutionary art and litera u;le o and
eate all kinds of characters dra':ﬁ.rn fromu__re____. e
o eople to make new history or ins 3
EE — %1-;:- one hand the victims of_‘hg_l}gre};.,_ cold
e ont i and on the other those who exploit and
and DPP:;SES;Q?;B{& = this contrast Existsdeveri- 4y
e e lace; artists and writ-
seems quite commonp ACe;
zzzafo?;ier; can %reaté art '?Lﬁd hi_:erm L /
bdhaily occurrences by bringing jchem into Srgan g %:
form and sharper focus and making thekce:znan mﬁ
and struggles typical of life and so awa

' to
the masses and impel them to unite_and sfruggle to

h i i ithout such art and lit-
heir environment.{_ W1 ‘

gj?iee 1:thi.'s Task cannot be fulfilled or at least not so

effectively and speedily ;fulfilled> s At

What are popularization and ‘elevation (o

literature? What is the relation betwegn : e, ;:

Warks of popularization, being comparatively simple

I
—

d s of
and plain, are more readily accepted by the mass 0

s

and

vl-
gi
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the people of today. On the other hand, wopke
higher artistic level demand a more subtle w
ship, and therefore it is harder to produce t
also harder for them $6 become immediate v
among the mass of the people at present. :
lem_facing the workers, peasants and soldier
Is this: They are engaged in a ruthless and sang;
struggle against the enemy, they are illiterat

uncultured as a result of the prolonged rul

1 __ prolonged rule .
feudal and bourgeois classes and therefore they

y need a widespread campaign of __e_nlightenbﬁ%n
eagerly seek culture, knowledge, art and i
| which meel their immediate needs, are readily acece
table and“can heighten their _will to fight and
' confidence in Vvictory and strengthen their unit )
. thus enable them to fisht with one heart and one m:
| In meeting this primary need, we are not to “emk
'the brocade wit] embroidery” but to “offer fu
' Sniowy weather™, ~ Under present conditions, there
%; popularization is the more pressing task. To
and neglect it is wrong. --
- However, there is no sharp dividing line bet
popularization and elevation. Even now it is
sible to popularize some works of higher que
moreover the cultural level of the people will
tinue to rise. If popularization remaing at the s
level, supplying month after month and year
year such stuff as “Little Cowherd” ! or such rea

e

L
L
g
%

TR

1 A popular Chinese operetta with a cast of only two ¢

acters, a cowherd and a village girl. With its songs rewo
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# = and_further elevation. ' PP
L 1 elevation is elevation Ior
| firization for the people and

£
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rial as “man, hand, mouth, knife, cow, goat”,” will

f ethe teacher and the taught remain at the same
0

;vel? What is such popularization worth? The peo-
L-.

ization to start with, and then eleva-
e I‘I_E‘Ed - opularization is popu-

A ~ Elevation does not take place in mldialr,
’t'p'ef%ighﬁi? closed doors, but is based on p-opulax:ms-
P It is at one and the same time condltlf:r?.ea y
;f:gives orientation to popularization. In China tl;e
revolution and revolutionary culture develop unevenly

3 and spread only gradually; while in one place popu-

larization and elevation on the basis of populamz:??lr_l
may have been carried out, in other places {;venl pS Sgns
larization may not have begun. ‘El‘hu‘s the d-e i
drawn from experiences of popularlzau‘on %ea 1n%her
elevation in one place may serve as a guide 1n'a;m ;i
place to avoid the repetition of the same trials an

errors.  Internationally, the helpful experiences of*

foreign countries, especially of the SD'vIEt‘UI];fSI;i cii
serve as our guide. Thus our el‘eva.tmn. is o
popularization while our popularization is gL;L )
elevation. Far from being an obstacle to.ei ﬂu;
Popularization in our sense affords a basis 13:1" e
Wwork of elevation on a limited scale at prlfsef é]eva,.
reates the necessary conditic::ns for our wor ? 2

tion on a much more extensive scale in the future.

"H.._\_\_

i i lv
for the purpose of anti-Japanese propaganda, it was Immensely

Popular in the early days of the War of Resist?mf:e. il
' In Chinese, these are simple characters of few :

Usuglly given in the first lessons of old primers.
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b
- Besides the elevation that directly answers tha «

of the people there is the elevation that answ,
needs indir_gn_ztlyﬁ:lﬁ elevation needed by th
'{'Ee cadres, being advanced members of the
are generally__&bettez__educaj;ed_@ﬁ iced a hig
onart and literature; it would be a mistake o
this need. Anything done for the cadres is don
or the people, because it is only through the
that we can give education and guidance to th
ple. If we depart from this objective, if what v
to the cadres cannot help them to educate and
the people, then our work of elevation will '
rafzdc‘-m shooting, a departure from our funda
zmmple of serving the people. £
‘ To sum up: through the creative labour of r
t.mnary artists and writers the raw material of a
lfterature in the life of the people becomes art

) I:Eerature 1n an ideolo igagl form_in the service
PEGPIE?EIEI‘E arg; onthe one ha , the more ad
€d art an iterature developed on the basis of ole
tary art and literature and needed by ” m
vmmggn of the people or primarily by thet
an _on the oth% Qementarv art and litraur'
duEd under the guidance ‘of the more advance

t t1'1“5:mffig_u“?Ht nee

R -._——-_"“_-""‘_'l_-_-_'_"_'—-r-._____ -,

.f

and literature which often mee
the UV&I‘WhEImil‘lg I?a]orltquf the people of t

P o -

Whether advanced or elementary our art
/ ture are intended for the pec [y, our art.

e T 1o e -people, primarily fo
WOLXELS, peasants and soldiers, created for them

egjoyed by them.

s oY
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Now that we have solved the problem of th_e proper
elation between popularization and elev:.?h:-::n, the
r oblem of the proper relation between spe(:lahst:s gnd
p;pularizers can be readily settled. O spe.mql}sts
not only serve the_ cadres, but also— and _Q_b_l_‘?_f__l}’.'""
srve the people. Our writers should pay attention
o the wall newspapers of the people and the report-
aée writings in the armed forces and the villages.
our dramatists should pay attention to the small

woupes in the armed forces and the(villages. Our

musicians should pay attention to the songs of the

cople, Our artists should pay attention to the fine o
Sits of the(people. All these comrades should keep
‘in /close touch \with the popularizers of art and
literature among the people, help and guide th.em
and learn from them, and through them draw. insiplra—
tion from the people to enrich and invigorate their art | |
so that what they produce with their special skills will
tiqt ' béméiﬁgty, lifeless fantasies detached from the
‘&Eple and from reality. Specialists are very valuable
to our cause and should be respected. But they Sh(}jl.ﬂd
also be reminded that no revolutionary artist or erti::"r
can produce any work of significance unhf:ss he is n
close touch with the people, gives expression to their v
thoughts and feelings, and becomes their loyal spokes-
man. Only by speaking for the _peoplfa can he educate }Jﬁ { |
them and only by becoming their pupil can he become Tootare TN
their teacher. 1If he regards himself as the master of I
:iiqe people, or as an aristocrat who lords it over the
“lower orders”, then the people will have no use for

o
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~him, however talented he may be, and there
future for his work, e
« Is this utilitarianism? Materialists are not opp
utilitarianism in general, but to _the utilitaFia;
the Teudal, bourgeois ang petty-bourgeois class
to those hypocrites Whoattack ut_l_htarlamsm in
put embrace the most selfish and_shorfsighted
tarianism in deeds. In this world there is no
tarianism which transcends the classes; in a clags
clety utilitarianism is either of this or of that partj
class. We are proletarian, revolutionary utilita
and we take as our point of departure the unitj
the present and future interests of the great ‘maj

“more than 90 per cent, of the people of_the cou
, therefore we arafevolutionary utilitarianiwho p
Cinterests of the broadest scope and the longes
not narrow utilitarians who are concerned onl

e T a— —

What 15 Timited and immediate, If for instance,

------------ N i e b T S SR

reproach the people for their utilitarianism, and
Tor the benefit of an ind _ cl
upon placing on the market and advertising afong
people a work pleasing only to a few _
even harmful to most people, then you are nof
insulting the Ppeople but blinded by your
conceite A thing is good only wher 3 bring
benefit to the People>Your work, which caters on
Tor a few Tor the time being, " may be as goo
as “The Spring Snow”, but it is the “Song of t
Rustics’! that appeals to the people; and if you simp!
" IThis and “The Spring Snow” were songs of the thit
century B.C. sung by the people of Ch’u, one of the largest stat ]

102

————

CHEFGEMN WWW.WENGEWANG.CE

" h
-1arization.d_lf the two are not integrated, then the

- "Having solved the problem concerning the/funda-

unce instead of trying to im‘prove the taste 0{3 1the
denﬂle you will be wasting your words. The pf'o em
P isﬁ how to integrate “The Spring Snow” ‘w1th the
“;E;g of the Rustics”, to integrate elevation with popu-

mnost artistic product of any kind of specialist skill will

y. tilitarian endgone may.
serve the,most narrow u
g?:ai%é? oneselfmis art pure and noble, but |

the people will not agree:

mental principlg of serving the workers, pealsantz 111;;1
50101 3 them, we have also s
soldiers and how to serve ; e it
depict the brig
h problems as whether to : ;
311;1:"1{ spide of life and- how to achieve unity among ?EZ
artists and writers. If we are all agreed upon the

fundamental principle, then it 'ﬁl'LiSilz "Bef ad}l{‘leie;i 1;;?91?

i ' ' chools of art a -

our artists and writers, In our s il g

isti i lications and or

in our artistic and 11terary. pu : oE
tii’z;;ons and in all our artistic and 11te'rar.y aLctnnc1 1

fies It is ,wmng to deviate from this principle, _i:a_é;d

a‘ny'tlrﬁﬂ,q at variance with it must be duly corrected.

: l

I11

Since our art and literature are intended fgr 1;1:19
people, we can proceed to discuss a problem of Inn

e

11 x o W‘l‘l

in ancient China. When a singer sang “The S;Jr:n;hizn i
join in the chorus, bu

Onl few dozens would join in W o

Sanz ?he “Song of the Rustics”, thousands of people joined in
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is'subordinated to the
the Part

Pomtlg?_@ th_is ass_ignment will
ism or pluralism, and in essen

I.J&rty relations, th@ation between the Partyie
Ec and literary activit_\;_r:_ and the Party’s acil:.itv‘s"
whole, ‘and a problem of the Party’s exterzl' ;
tions, The relation between the Party’s artistio

— # g

;IZEV ::11 - on-Party artistic ang literary o
<), WNC problem of the united front tn L ERE
iy ited front in art

Let us consider the first problem.
‘toiiay all culture, all art ang literature
.1n1‘te classes and follow definite politica
1s 1n fact no such thing as art for art’s S
stands above classes or art which

II:Emains independent of politics. Proletarian art a
Iterature are part of the whole cause of the prolets

revolution, in the words of Lenin, “cogs and screw
the v:rhole machin‘;’ﬁ Therefore the Party’ cr:rt
and literary activity occuples a defintte and’ assi
position in the Party’sta:ﬂalrevolutmr;éw;};ﬁu}_orf:

prescribed revolutionary fask

y In a given revolutinnary period. An '7'

1 lines. T
ake, art w
runs parallel to

certainly lead to dual

Lenin said:
the entire cause
and screws’ j

class.”
Vol. X, p.

: ¥’s Organization and the p
The cause of literature
of the proletariat and

arty’s Literature’
should form a part
become one of the *

TEHRKN WWW.WENGEWANGHE

|

ormula: “politics — Marxist; art — bourgeois”. We do
qot want to stress unduly the importance ?f a]::‘t al}d
jiterature, but we are also against undereﬁt}matmg 1.t.
art and literature are subordinate to politics, but 1n ~
tﬁfn wwat influence on politics. As a part
of the whole cause of the revolution, as the cogs and
«crews in the whole machine, revolutionary M
[iterature a ry—and_indispensable, though 1n
cEmparison with some other parts, less imprirtant, less
sssential, secondary. If we had no art and Titerature
even in the broadest and most general sense, then the

revolutionary movement could not be carr'ied on to
victory. It would be a mistake not to realize this.
Furthermore, in saying that art and literature are
subordinate to politics, we mean class politics and mass
politics, not the so-called politics of a few statesn"len.
PoIifics, whether revolutionary or counter-revolution-
ary, represent the struggle of one class against an-
otﬁer: not the activity of a few individua_l_s_. Revolu-
fionary struggles on the ideological and artistic fronts |
must be subordinate to the political struggle because

only through politics can the needs of the class and |
the people be expressed in concentrated form. A rev- |
olutionary statesman or political expert who has mas-
tered the science or art of revolutionary pcﬂl‘tl{:s is
merely a leader of millions of mass—statesmeTl ‘Wlth f:he
task of collecting their ideas and, after judicious sift-
ing and summing-up, handing them back for ‘the peo-
ple to accept and act upon; he is not the aristocratic

“statesman’’ who draws up plans out of touch with
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the. Party i-n.a gir.-ren revolu
bosition to this assignment
Ism or pluralism, and in es

(

literature are part of the whole cay

revolution, in the words of Lenin, “cogs and secre
b Therefore the Party’s artis
cupies a defipi_tguug_g_g_ assigne

the whole machine”
and literary activity oc

Party relations, thedrelation between the Pa

tic and literary activity and the Party’s activi
whole, and 2 problem of the

Party’s externs
tions, the relation between the
EFar ivi

tivity, the problem of the united front in ¢

Party’s artistic an
on-Party artistic and litepan

literature &

Let us consider the first problem. In the""

today all culture, all art and literature
inite classes and follow definite politica
is in fact no such thing as art for art’s s
stands above classes or art which
remains independent of polities.

belong t
1 lines.

ake, art
runs parallel
Proletarian a
se of the prole

e S

e T W,

PR TE

}ﬁfﬁﬁn in the P%rty':s fotal
is subordinated to the preseri

bed revoluti onary tz

tionary period. An

Lenin said: “The
the entire cause of
and screws’

operated by the whole

Vol. X, p. 27)

a0

—

1In “The Party’s Organization angd

cause of literature sh
the proletariat ang b
in the great united, soci

awakened vanguard of the wor
(Lenin, Collected Works, Russi
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revolutionary work

will certainly lead to d
S€nce amounts to Trotsky'

the Party’s Litera ]

ould form a part .
ecome one of the ‘cogs
al-democratic mac 1

an ed., Moscow, 18

L =~ g

W Y i f art and
| ant to stress undul the 1mp0rtance 0o
ﬂﬂt

2 t
furn_exert 8 g Hflﬂﬁenceevcgitiin as the cogs and
L the r ot |

7 the whole cause O

Ol

. ionary art and
“ews in the whole machine, r.ew]lutlc‘;]e Is1?:’hc:u h in
sci‘EWf - and 1ndispensapie,

o a
ht.E'f-a ure

* rtant, less
; , rts, less 1Impo 4
< : ith some other parts, e rature
anpigis'?:elndary. If we had no art and Iiferatu
essen 3

then the
ven in the broadest and most gen?;ril SiﬁiEEd on,+0
. ld not be :

. movement cou ize this.
r{.wolutmn]ir{vould be a mistake not to rﬁf hz’;ure are
wcmr{i}er more, in saying that art and l}iijs and mass

E::dinate to politics, we mean class.pos
su

p

O 1 ]

e ;

ot yoica d artistic fronts |
. the ideological and artl — |
oy S inate to the political struggle because.
must be SUROT A .

lass and

he needs of the class and.
ok h politics can the n e
Q{l———'—yp Ethr?; ie é:{pi‘éssed in concentrated fo}:mh i
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; s and, after judicio
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| &

reality, fondly imaginj
. ’ gining th

wisdom. This s g that he ha

¥ : S @ monopoly |
the essentia] difference bethny J

|
{

Let us consider next the question of the

in art and literature, S;j
: : nce a :
subordinate to politics s faoes rt and literature

united front

Y petty-bourgeois artists anﬁ% |
_ with the Party, ang a] i |
gc?;sﬂ?nd lffndlord_class artists and writers whlobso- |
p © Iesistance. We should alse seek unit !
1ssue of democracy, but Y o

r pe?ple Object, the range of
r IﬁlmltEd. Thus unity can be |
while struggle and criticism take
As all issyes are at the same

: related, eyen on the i -
i ; : ’ e 1ssue form-
8 the basis of unity, such ag resistance to Japanm,

the i
. uzt:;ef?t the s&gme time struggle and criticism. In
ront, unity to the exclusion of struggle and
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uni:ty may be furthe
achieved on one issue

place on other issues.
time separate and inter-

YHEHEN  WWW.WENGEWANGHE

| tic shortcomings, they are, comparatively speaking,

sruggle to the exclusion of unity are wrong policies,
for instance, the lines of Right capitulationism and

- ailism or “Left” exclusivism and sectarianism follow-
ta

ed by some comrades in the past. The same is true

of art and literature as of politics.

Petty-bourgeois artists and writers in China consti-
tute an important force in the united front of art and
literature. In spite of their many ideological and artis-

in favour of the revolution and comparatively close
to the working people. Therefore it is especially im- |
portant to help them to overcome their shortcomings |
and win them over to the front that serves the work- |

ing people. \';

IV

One of the principal methods of struggle in the
artistic and literary world is criticism. Art and literary "
criticism should be developedms many comrades |
have rightly pointed out, our work in this respect has !
been quite inadequate. Such criticism presents a

complex problem and requires a great deal of special

Study. Here I shall stress only the basic problem of

criteria in criticism. I shall also comment briefly on

Certain other problems and wrong ideas put forward

by some comrades.

There areltwo criteria !n art and literary crificism:
bolitical and artistic.< Accordin the political cri- {{
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f;zgtm fo;flly Imagining that he has a mop
om. is is the essential dj “bos
statesmen of the ool al difference between
t
bourgeoisie. Proletariat and thosg

tariat,
Let i

psiies uz Ifgnlsilfeer ;lEXt the: question of the united fre

Aihiiinase ra. ure. Since art ang literature

SiodOtiakise politics and_since China’s first and f

= o probl_em today is resistanca to Ja

P s S and writers must first of all unite on
. all non-P.arty petty-bourgeoig artists

issue of democrac
Y, but as som i
P Lo € anti-Japanes
writers do not accept this, the rangepof u:it;rt

i
nity may be further limited. Thys unity can be I"

place on other issues,

As all issues are at the g

lime se : :
oo Inter-related, even on the issue for &

ng t 1 1
:hgreziebaa:;l:hof umty,_' Such ag resistance to Ja
e same time struggle ang criticism

. Uni TO i ;
1ted front, unity to the exclusion of struggle andiiiﬁ ;
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| sruggle to the exclusion of unity are wrong policies,

for instance, the lines of Right capitulationism and

| tailism or “Left” exclusivism and sectarianism follow-

ed by some comrades in the past. The same is true

of art and literature as of politics.
Petty-bourgeois artists and writers in China consti-

tute an important force in the united front of art and
literature. In spite of their many ideological and artis-
tic shortcomings, they are, comparatively speaking,
in favour of the revolution and comparatively close
to the working people. Therefore it is especially im- |
portant to help them to overcome their shortcomings 1\
and win them over to the front that serves the work- \

ing people.
IV

One of the principal methods of struggle in the
artistic and literary world is criticism. Art and literary
criticism should be developed and, as many comrades |
have rightly pointed out, our work in this respect has |
been quite inadequate. Such criticism presents a
complex problem and requires a great deal of special

study. Here I shall stress only the basic problem of
criteria in criticism. 1 shall also comment briefly on

o
o
B
R

achiey i i
ed on one 1ssue while struggle and criticism take‘%?

certain other problems and wrong ideas put forward

by some comrades.
There are|two criteria ‘n art and literary criticism:

political and artisT:ic,<Accordin he political cri- 4
lerion, all works are good which strengthen unity and

tesistance to Japan, encourage the people to be of one”

—_ i
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fect and ignore motive; in
24 =

!

‘ good from the bad —
motive (subjective intefifion) e
tical results on so e e —

ciety)? Idealists stress
Ignore effect, while mechanical 'materialis

ts stress
. : contradistinct; '
ge : dialectical materialj 1nsis the cufﬁvt(;f
i. lve and eﬂeci > The motive of serving the ‘p«?.o le
Inseparable from the effect of winn ]
| ;1;1(,1 W€ must unite the two.
. the individual or a smal] cJj i
\ the motive of servin e b

: g the people be good if it g '
' produce the effect of winning their support landoebse'

ing their appm.-'
The motive of Servi

,_ mainly his works, on socie 3
ractl.ce and its effect are th
g the subjective intention he

;ﬁ;ﬂﬁi expressilng every kind of political opinion, Bﬂf

e same tune we must firmly uphold our prinéi%f
bles 1n our criticism, and@dhere to our standpoint
sex«f_?;f?;_y criticize and repudiate all artistic héiﬁgﬁfli%&é'

e
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yorks containing anti-national, anti-scientilic, anfi- |

ular and anti-Communist views, because such

F ks-proceed from the motive and produce the effect

g
IEfD undermining TUnity and resistance to Japan, . 7
According to'thet artistic criterioy all works are go?_-ii h '
o+ comparatively ~good that are of a high artistic |
quality, and bad or comparatively bad that are of a low
| ,fiistic quality. Of course, this distinction also de-
| pends on'social effect. As there is hardly an artist
who does not consider his own work excellent, our |
criticism ought to permit the free competition of all
varieties of artistic works; but on the other hand, these
works should be correctly assessed according to artis-
tic criteria so that we can gradually raise art of‘ a
lower level to a higher level, and transfo rt which

does not meet the requirements of the strum
| people info art that does. s
. There are thus a political criterion and an artistic
. criterion. How are the two related? Politics is not
! the equivalent of art, nor is a general world outlof;;k
| equivalent to the method of artistic creation and crit-
| icism.(f We believe there is neither an abstract and
absolutely unchangeable . political criterion, j___x_;qf_;.'_a'ﬁ'
abstract and absolutely unchangeable artistic criterion,
for every class in a class society has its own politit?ar
and artistic criteria. ABut all classes in all class socie-
ties place the political criterion before the artistic. The
bourgeoisie always rejects proletarian artistic and lit-
erary works, ,no matter how great their artistic
achievement.{The proletariat too must treat the art and

literature of the past according to their attitude to the
: | Lo bbb T

3 e T

———
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may be, the greafer

harm will it do to The people-

t{l_e more reason for us to reject itsl The con adic

et

1s a’common char

Iy political content and artistig F
acteristic of the art and litera

I‘?ah of the _revolutionary political confent and tha
£ = possible degree of perfection in artistic f'

Works of art, however politically progressive.. are in

style which is correct

IEE}EE,E‘F&SHC power.
fronts in art and literature.

Both these tendencies exist in the minds ef many "
: tend to neglect
quality should stri i :

ve to cultivate it. But as I see ﬁ practice. Our artists and writers who come from the

our comrades.

the political side is

Lack of elementary p

One example is

Those who

_at_ present the greater problem.
olitical knowledge on the part of
: . given l‘ise fo all kind,s of confu .;ﬁ.
ldeas. Let me give a few Instances found in Yenan.

“‘the theory of human na »y

there such a thing as

is. But there is only human n inthe con
i Uiere 1s only | ature in th
human nature in the abstract’)Jn P

i

human na ure’

Is only human nature that bears

T

e

fective if the Tk dbtics / 1net- human nature advocated by some people in Yenan as
opposed Equﬁli tor tistic quaht;gr, Therefore we are  the so-called basis of their theory of art and literature. °
appl_f_‘(}aches...and ie -the“?e?ll;(es T, pﬁlmm 1t s utterly mistaken.
'lﬂﬁl' oyre: poster-ang slogah | There is another view: “The fundamental point of Z
- "y In political approach but departure for art and literature is Tove, the love of man-
€ must carry struggle on two 3 '
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yman nature that transcends classes does not exist
{fe uphold the human nature of the proletarial and

i

of the mass of the people, while the landlord and bour-
geois classes uphold the human nature of their own
cfasses as if — though they do not say so outright — it
yere the only kind of human nature. The human na-
ure boosted by certain petty-bourgeois intellectuals is
gso divorced from or opposed to that of the mass of
the people; what they call human nature is in sub-
stance nothing but bourgeois individualism, and con-
sequently in their eyes proletarian human nature is
contrary to their human nature. This is the theory of

L

kind”. Now love may serve as a point of departure,

'b_ut there is still a more fundamental ene.<L0v.e_ is a
concept, a product of objective praetiee_?]?_:undamenfaﬁy, :

we do not start from a concept but from objective

intelligentsia love the proletariat because the impact
- of society has made them feel that they share the same
. fate with the proletariat. We hate Japanese imperial-

Ism because the Japanese imperialists oppress us¢There
ause. >
0

Is no love or hatred in the world that has not its ¢

There has not- - acing love
Mankind since the division of mankind into classes. All

the riiling classes in the past liked to advocate this love,
ind so did many of the so-called sages and wise men,

111
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but nobody has ever put it into practice for ¢
good reason that it is impracticable in a class

£ Genuine love of mankind will be born only wh
distinctions have been eliminated througho
“world. Tt is the classes that have calsed the -
of society into many antagonistic sectioris and it
only after their elimination, certainly not no
love of all mankind can exist. We cannot lovg
enemies or social evils; our aim is to eliminate
How can our artists and writers fail to understang
common sense view?
Others say: “Art and literature have always
scribed the bright as well as _the dark side of i
Impartially and equally.” This statement contai
number of confused ideas. Art and literature
not always done so. Many petty-bourgeois w:
have never found the bright side and have dev
their works to exposing the dark side, the so-c
literature of eXposure; some have even made it tl
special mission 4o preach pessimism and misahthrog
< On the other hafldLSoiri'et'li'tératufé during the pe
of socialist reconstruction _portrays mainly the b
side. Tt also describes weaknesses and Bad charac
But such descriptions are not included Tor the sz
equal treatment of Bolh 5ides Bot only to accenfus
the Prightness of the whole picture. Bourgeois writé
‘in pertods of_reactmn poriray the Fe_volytionary me
as ruffians and the bourgeois as saints, thus rever
the bright and dark sides. Only truly revolutio
artists ‘and writers can correctly solve the problem

whether 1o extol or to exposedThe Tancimermal (488
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: b . E 1
¢ all revolutionary artists and writers is to expose al
of <

e extol
-k forces which endanger the people and 1o —

| oluti truggles of the people.2
l @hﬁ_ﬁli‘;f;it?:}f;f “ihe %agsk of art and_ literEtui_'g I}as
* s been to expose’. This sort of argument, 111;&*
i susone arises from lack of knowledge pf the
ience of histor’y. We have already :shﬂwn th.fflt t f::-
1 f art and literature does not consist solel_y in ex
- ZFor the revolutionary artists and writers the

psure. : =
: exposed can never be the people,

ects to be : o
EE;, the aggressors, exploiters and oppressors and

evil effects of their activities on the people? The

in to
| people have their shortcomings too, but these are

be rermoved by means of criticism and self-criticism

R

_______ SR S RN T d one Of
1 ks of the people themselves, and on
withise ~sks of art and literature 1s to

- conduiet such criticism and

self=criticism.) We shoulld
iticism as “ sure” of the people.

' not regard such criticism as "€Xpo

i(%irlsfndamental problem is how to educate the people

——

R

and raise their level) Only counter-revolutionary

artists and writers describe the people as born fools

and the revolutionary masSes as Jty_r_'imnical mot?lsl. e
Others say: “This is still a period of the fE::.ll e 0;

. and the style of Lu Hsun still meets the n;ecfls. dﬁgn::f,
 ; ' deprived of free
| 1 ealm of reaction and ] ' . :
| Sr;e:d: Lu Hsun was entirely right in choolsmi 3;0?;;

Weapm;s scorching satire and freezing irony in t 1—2 i

of feuilletonstWe too must make Ehffas{;in’m*e
Chinese reactionaries and everything ETldE'lnE i E .
People the butt of our remorseless satu'E} ut i

Border Region of Shensi-Kansu-Ningsia and the anti-
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Japanese base areas in the enemy’s rear, where
ter-revolutionaries alone are deprived of freed on
democratic rights, our revolutionary writers wh
tull>enjoyment of these things must no longe
feuilletons simply in the style of Lu Hsun.
can shout at the top of our voices, and need no
to ambiguous and veiled expressions which
understanding of the mass of the people. |
with the people themselves as distinct from their
mies, Lu Hsun even in his feuilleton period
ridicule or attack the revolutionary masses and t
olutionary parties, and employed a style entire
ferent from that of his feuilletons against the
L Wf‘l must, as we have already said, criticize the

comings of the people, but we do so from their

T e e e

point and out of a sincere desire to protect and e

— 9 T
| icts recorded in the history of art and literature? Why

i n . > B ettt e ....._,_....l_ ..L._E. =l

e

e T ke . _t
| .oht side of the bourgeoisie are not necessarily Eziz“
'j bﬂ%}e +hose which depict its dark side are m;):: 1; o
‘ Ti’,’k;jly worthless, and those works which extol the brig
1 sa

; i
:je of the proletariat are not nec:essanlid “éﬂgiiﬂ:idse
il;hile those works which depict the so-call ar

ot
{ the proletaria ertainly worthless. Are these n \
of the prol

' istory |,
hould we not extol the people Whot 1;‘1&11;2 _;111‘;;135:?& f i
' xto at, ||
of mankind? Why should we not € i oo
the Communist Party, the New Democr e
Eidéﬂisﬁi"?waf_ course, there are persons w )
Ethusmsm for the people’s cause and stand aloot,

indi the struggle and the vic-
" ino with cold indifference on ‘ i
| Efy of the proletariat and 1ts vanguard, an

dless praises of themselves,

them. If we treat our comrades like enemies, t
are taking the standpoint of the e_nemy? Are we
to give up satire altogether? No. Satire is always

pleasure only in singing en

: ' ' uch
| and perhaps a few persons in thewr own coterie. S

ts are naturally unwilling

essary. But there are different kinds of satire, s
of our enemies, satire of our allies and satire |
selves — each of them reflects a different attitude, !
are not opposed to satire in general, but we must
abuse it. Dokl A

Still others say: “We are not given to praise
eulogy; works which “.'-5;1_;;)1 the Drighi side of thik
are not necessarily great, nor are works which de
the dark side necessarily worthless.”¢’If you a
bourgeois artist or writer, you will extol not the

letariat but the bourgeoisie, and if you are a proletaﬁﬁ'f

I

13
hES, o
4

artist or writer, you will extol not the bourgeoisie bU*

. e o -
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is individualis
: -bourgeois individua : e
1 Itf tf)zaise tie heroic deeds of the revolutionary peop

' or to heighten their courage in struggle and confidence

ters in the revolution-
in victory. They are the corrupters

: indeed _no
ary ranks; the{revolutio e have ind
ol 2 L
use for such “singers .

- 111 > nﬂt

Another opinion has also been express?d c Or;é;c is e

a matter of standpoint; the standpou}t is Sound, i

intention is good, and the understanding 1s ffeét .

faulty and prodt}ces a belld eateria;list

have already spoken about the dlalectni::aton;k' 5

View of motive and effect. Now I waél i Aﬂﬁ
the effect be separated from the standpolnt: |

the expression is
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Japanese base areas in the enemy’s rear, wh
ter-revolutionaries alone are deprived of freeg
democratic rights, our revolutionary writers wj
full-enjoyment of these things must no long
feuilletons simply in the style of Lu Hsuny o
can shout at the top of our voices, and need ng
to ambiguous and veiled expressions which
understanding of the mass of the people. In
with the people themselves as distinct from th
mies, Lu Hsun even in his feuilleton period
ridicule or attack the revolutionary masses and
olutionary parties, and employed a style entir
ferent from that of his feuilletons against the
We must, as we have already said, criticize the

comings of th?,PEQP.IE:. but we do so from their

T

point and out of a sincere desire to protect and.
them. If WA

reat our comrades like enemies,

of our enemies, satire of our allies and satire
selves — each of them reflects a different attituc
are not opposed to satire in general, but we m
abuse it.

Still others say: “We are no
eulogy; works WhichExtgf'the de @

are not necessarily great, nor are works which d

the dark side necessarily worthless.” (

‘If you a
bourgeois artist or writer, you will extol not the

letariat but the bourgeoisie, and if you are a prolete
artist or writer, you will extol not the bourgeoisie ¥

e

t given to praise
L1101 1

A Y AN -
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- d the w :
proliigie T Those works which extol the |

rl Lhe ........................

3 or the other ‘ o
o ﬁeside of the bo&geoisie are not necessarily g
e

| hite hose

“which depict its dark side are 1ntc}11t I;?f;;
. .1y worthless, and those works which eﬁw - ;rthless,
s?ﬁ yﬂf the proletariat are not ner:.essarll lid darmé
Sli;e those works which depict thehiﬂ-ﬂa e
= : S worthless.

f the proletaria ?rtalnl  Tierature? Why \
If'Efé;mrecorded in the history of ar i ke the history .
: 1d we not extol the people who ma ylStaaE
. 2 Why should we not extol the pr i
of mankind? Why shou

d so-
he Communist Party, the New Democracy an

have no
= < s are persons who
cdalism? Of course, there d stand aloof, 100k-

" enthusiasm for the people’s cause an gl
|ing with cold indifference on the strugg

' take |
:tnry of the proletariat and its vanguard, and ta |

.E

: je "Such |
in their own coterie. SU 1
‘and perhaps a few persons in o A G S

| - eois individualists ' o7

épﬁty ‘?Oul;]:gwle heroic deeds of the revolutionary fpgzgce

| o r courage in struggle and conil ‘
are the corrupters in the revolution-

or to heighten thei
A i indeed no
aryvlsan?;; the&evw have ind 3
u rsuch “singers’. _ oloidn

i Sﬁzther opinion has also been exp}'ess?d .mr:eﬂis ey
a matter of standpoint; the standpoint 1s ,

ing i d, but
intention is good, and the understanding 1s soun

ffect.” 1
the expression is faulty and produces a bad e
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making pronouncements but doeg nothing about

,nd this will stifle our ,cneaiiz&imLmlse-”éVe study

flarxism in order to apply the dialectical materialist | B
nd historical materialist viewpoint in our approach to | B
ihe world, to society and to art and literature, but not
grorder to turn our works of art and Iiterature into

Ing them out? Is its standpoint correct?

. Are it
tentions good? Of course, anyone can be 1, its

JE}lﬂosophical discourses. Marxism includes realism in<<
rtistic and Iiterary creation, but cannot replace it,

estimating beforehand the effect of a

but are his intentions really good if he adhereg tg
old course‘of action even when its bad effectg 0 1
REgome evident’” In judging an artis

in judging a_ political party or a doctor, Anyoh

We must look at the practice and the effect

lI‘_"—---..

83 a_truly good intenfion must fake the oot
considenation. sum e Lo o 1¢ ect ir
~———=—"1, SUM up his experiences ang stud

certain ge

t or

.....

e e e e e e

S
*

v re———,

have a Dp e & meth e D R .
= W€ Mmethod of self-criticism Jokt
a standpoint is correct. It is only thy h:) Only s

cess of conscientious and

E——

understanding of the correct standpoint.

We have also heard people say: T,

y through such a pro-
. responsible practice that we
tan arrive at a gradual understanding ang firm grw
of the correct standpoint.

along this line in our practi
placent assertion to the contrary, we really have no

stroyed and while they are being destroyed, new

ce, then, for all our com-

CERFFN  WWW.WENGEWANE

.‘-}Tﬁsuf as it includes afg%nd electronics in physics

but cannot replace the cmpty, cut-and-dried doc-

D

frinaire formulas will certainly destroy our creative
impulse; Indeed they destroy Marxism_'_itse_lf; Doctri-
naire Marxism is not Marxist but anti-Marxist. (But

- will not Marxism destroy any creative impulses? :ﬁ'
.:"will; it will certainly destroy the creative impulses
' {hat arise Trom feudal, bourgeois and petty-bourgeois
ideclogy, from liberalj indivi 1 nd nihilism,

fI:Um art-for-art’s sake, from the aristocratic, decadent

and_pessimistic_outlook—indeed any creative impulse

that is not rooted in the people and the proletariat)So

far as proletarian artists and writers are concerned,

should not these creative impulses be destroyed? I
think they should; indeed they must be utterly de-

things can be built up.

V

What is the significance of these problems which
face us in Yenan artistic and literary circles? They
Signify that in our artistic and literary circles incorrect
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n i £ 3 - ;

a;adrlsT, futoplamsm, empty talk contempt o

oy a =% 4 : e U :
ooiness from the people which are still

among our comrades,>
e bl
differI;icgfbour comrades remain confused abouf
o gt etween the proletariat and the pett
in the e any Party members are Conununis}t;
b Cﬂ?bai’lzzgtlonal sense; ideologically they a
Whoy “arf;mnlunilsts or _are not Communists at'é};i o
theif I’l-:—3‘.51¢;1nDt 1deologically Communists  still c:’:lr
classes anz I_?]_f;my oL the Toften ideas of the expif
PfOletariaﬁ"ia ;D‘;Egnﬂt_.the slightest undefsféndﬁiﬁ '
ietarian 1deology, communism
fﬁy to themselves: AuIisL.or ihe Farty,
ne same old stuff?”’ Th
At tuff?” They have no id =
?rilswt;thls Stu,ff_ 1S by no m_eans_,_easy. SD;E; ﬂ?:‘t to o
tra(}:c‘;,. haxre ngver in_ 1_:heir lives ’had thg gﬁ
: ol a Communist about them, and are b -
enThup by leaving the Party ’ T oun_d_
erefore, though the i
: majority of our P
ou L
mz‘fk;azks are clean and honest, we must figr?ﬁl 1
e (;Uni}(l;lentlDUS organizational and ideolﬂe
, SO that we can better advance the revoh;[g{;]:i

ey

to combat non i
' n-proletarian ide Skl
i ottty ; ‘ as with proletarian ideas.
o 1::trtllstm aI'1d 1{terary circles in Yenzn anairéan ld.e.
88 BE‘, Whl(%h 1s entirely necessary, has alr:;éog“.’
1 [ £
Yy various ways and means, including ax?;;is
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* nd literary
| rigin always stubbornly tr
' spl .
' nd the world should be remoulded 1n t

hese circumstances it is our duty

“Proletarian ideology! Isn’t it E‘ f

means, intellectuals of petty-bourgeois
y to express themselves,
demand that the Party
heir image. In
to say to them blunt-

«Comrades! Your stuff won’t do! The proletariat

ly:

cannot compromise with you; to yield to you is to

yield to the big bourgeoisie and the big landlord class
Party and our coun-

and to risk the destruction of our

try.””  Whom then should we take as the model? We
can only remould the Party and the world in the image
of the vanguard of the proletariat. We hope our com-
rades in artistic and literary circles will realize the se-
riousness of this great controversy and actively join in
this struggle, so that everyone of them will have a clean

bill of health and our whole Party will become truly

united and consolidated ideologically and organiza-

tionally.

As a result of ideological confusion many
have failed to distinguish clearly between our revolu-
tionary base areas and Kuomintang-controlled areas
and have conseiquenﬂy made many mistakes. A num-
ber of comrades have arrived here from the garrets of
Shanghai;' in coming from such garrets to the revolu-
tionary base areas, they have passed not only from one
region to another, but also from one historical epoch
to another. One is a semi-feudal, semi-colonial society
under the rule of the big landlords and big bourgeoisie,

ead their own opinions, and

comrades

1 In Shanghai, in those days, the impecunious artists, writers,
intellectuals, and small office employees mostly lived in cheap

and congested quarters.
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while the other is a revolutionar

mocracy under the leadershi
rival at our

thousands of years of Chinese history. Here we
an 'entirely different set of people around us E
entirely different public for our propaganda, T
ept?ch is gone and gone for ever, We musig th
unite unhesitatingly with the new mass of the -
If: living among the new people, you comrades stj
said before, lack thorough knowledge and underst
of them and thus lack the field to display your p’i‘
then you will meet with difficulties not only whi

go to the villages, but right here in Y
' ; _ enan. S
rades think that they would rat o

_ her go on writin
the readers in the “big rear”! as they understang

conditions there well and can thus produce work
“national significance”. This view is entirely wr
The big rear is also changing and the readers t
expect authors in the revolutionary base areas to
them about new people and a njewﬂ world not- to
them with the same old stories. Thefefc:re the ;

a work is intended for the people of the revolution
bases, the more national significance will it have.

———

N
B
=1

I During the Anti-Japanese War people used to call the
areas under Kuomintang control In south-western and nu.'
::v?s.tern_ China which were not occupied by the Japanese
- “big rear”, as distinguished from the “small rear”ithe ;

Japanese base i
areas in the enemy rear
leadership. g

Communi
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? Fadeyev’s The Nineteen' only tells the story of a small
serrilla unit and does not cater for the tastes of the
eaders of the old world; yet it has produced a world-
gide effect, or at any rate, as all of you here well know,
', tremendous effect in China. China is going forward,
ot backward, and it is the revolutionary base areas,
ot any backward, retrogressive regions, that are lead-
\in¢ her forward. This is the fundamental fact that
' you comrades must first of all clearly recognize in the
| ourse of the campaign to correct style in work.

Since we must adapt ourselves to the new epoch of
the people, we must find a complete SDI‘LItif?H to the
' problem of the relationship between the individual and
' the people. Lu Hsun’s couplet should be our motto:
“With frowning brows I disdainfully defy the thou-
sands who point accusing fingers at me; with bowed
| head I meekly submit like an ox for the child to ride
on.”? The thousands refer to our enemies, and we
' will never yield to them no matter how fierce they
| may be. The child refers to the proletariat and the
' mass of the people. Every Communist, revolutionary,
' revolutionary artist or writer should follow the exam-
' ple of Lu Hsun and be the ox for the proletariat and
the mass of the people, “bending his back to the burden
until he breathes his last”3 Before the intellectuals

1 pyblished in 1927 and translated into Chinese by Lu Hsun.
2 Lu Hsun, “In Mockery of Myself”, Complete Works, Chi-
Nese ed.,, Vol. VIL
. 3 A famous quotation from one of Chukeh Liang’s memorials
" to the throne. Chukeh Liang (A.D. 181-234), who lived in‘ thg
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can unite with and work for the masses. thev .
through a process in which they and th:‘e "
to know and understand each other Aﬁiﬁ .
process may be and is sometimes bcn.lnd t o
sutfering and conflict, once you have ..
ml%cills you will be equal to the test e
. at I have said toda . '
funds{mental problems of Bt;hg D;iisct?oﬁyofsome
and‘hterary movement; many other sper:ifi'(::mr
3‘:;21: mf;:}]::cl;er stu?ly. I believe that you comxl'.)a
i >d to go in this direction. I also belie
g urse of the ciampaign to correct style i
i gour‘ilong period of study and work in |
i ,Cﬁa:a 1:?11 be able to remould yourselves,
i hfz ar. tflf your work, create many exc
¢ dg which will be warmly welcomed by the p
nd advance to a glorious new stage the artistic

literary movement i
In our revolutiona
throughout the whole country. R

Epoch of the Three Ki
lngd{)ms, has becom
a byword for statesmanship, wisdom anfi among the C

to a good cause, passionate loya

.....
,,,,

= - '.. ;;;
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i tural work.) An army without culture is an ignorant

THE UNITED FRONT IN
CULTURAL WORK

(October 30, 1944)

<I‘he purpose of all our work is the defeat of

| J apanese imperialism. Like Hitler, the Japanese im-
| perialists are heading for disaster. But we have to
. make further efforts to bring about their final destruc-

tionZ In our work the prosecution of the war occupies
the first place, production comes next, and tthen cul-

e

ama b

army, and an ignorant army / cannot _defeat the enemy.)

THere aré two sides to the culture of the liberated
areas, the progressive and the backward. The people’s
new culture has already emerged, but a good many
vestiges of feudalism still remain. Among the
1,500,000 population of the Shensi-Kansu-Ningsia
Border Region there are more than one million illit-
erates and two thousand witch doctors, and the people
are still enslaved by superstition. These are enemies
lying hidden in the minds of the people. It is oiten
more difficult to defeat these enemies than Japanese
imperialism. We must tell the people to wage a
struggle against their own illiteracy, superstitions and
unhygienic habits. To carry out such a struggle there
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must be a broad united front. And
has to be particularly broad in a plac

Kansu-Ningsia Border Region,
populated,
turally

this uniteq
e like the

backward and moreover involved in wa :
Fn education we must have centralized, f
primary and middle schools and also local ,inf
village schools, together with newspapér-re
groups -and literacy classes. We must not onl
up—tn-—date schools, but must also make use of tge '
style village schools and improve them. In the
we must have the Ch’in operas! and yangko? as
as modern drama. Besides new Ch’in operas and
yangko, we should utilize and gradually remould
old dramatic troupes and the old yangko teEmis
make up’ 90 per cent of the total of the exis
yangko teams. In medicine this principle is even |

;I{'ﬂpf)rtanli;_ In  the Shensi-Kansu-Ningsia Bore
eglon the human and animal m : oo
high and ortality rate is

yet. many people stiil pin their fai

_ aith
witcheraft. In such circumstances, we cannot sol
our problems by merely relying on

| modern docto
Of course, doctors with modern training are be

the old school, but unless
) the
deeply about the sufferings of the people, trainym

1 An old-style opera
he province
incient times.

¢A folk dance with
SEngS, ver o o 2 -,-.1.7}’_.': >
SRt £ Y popular among the -_:-.5_.;;__5_

. . U
of Shensi Province, so named because

ause

formed the main part of the state of Ch’iﬁ —”??

-
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| ,cder to remould them we must first unite with them.

" and must be united with and not isolated from the

OM WWW.WG1976.NET, WWW.WG1966.COM,

~ joctors in modern methods to work for the people and
o-operate with the more than a thousand chfll-st'yle
joctors and veterinary surgeons to help the?:n. to im-
prove their skill, they will in fact be aiding and
betting the witch doctors and looking on unmoved at
the deaths of large numbers of people and 'cattle..
. There are two principles governing this united
| ront: one is unity and the other is criticism, educa-
tion and remoulding. In forming a uni.ted front,
capitulationism is as wrong as sectarian intolerance
' and arrogance. _
dn(cﬁi)ur tfsk is to unite with all the old-type intel-
lectuals, artists and doctors who can be of use and
' help them by educating and remoulding them. In

| They will welcome our help if only we act properly

- towards them.
. Qurs is a people’s culture, so our cultural workers

must show the greatest devotion in serving the people,

people. To be united with the people: we must pro-
ceed according to their demands and WlSh{?S. In work-
ing for the people we must start from their needs, not
from our own wishes, however good. Tt often
happens that while the introduction of reforms of one
sort or another is objectively necessary, the peo‘ple are
not conscious of this and have neither t}}e wish nor
the determination to put them into effect; in that case,
we should wait patiently until most of them are
awakened to the necessity by our persuasion and are

willing and determined to introduce the reforms
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themselves. Otherwise we shall certainly isol
selves from the people. Unless the p |
aw:.akened and willing, any kind of workp;:
their ];_)articipation will turn out to be a-:Et
fm:mahty and end in failure. The sayin -
brings no’success’’! does not mean that we 3%
ma%ce haste, but that we should not take hast
which is bound to fail. This is true of any
work ‘and particularly of cultural and ec}lr .
work involving the ideological remoulding of '.t
ple. So we have two principles: first, what the
actually need rather than what we ;fancy fh
and second, what the people are willing an?-{é'-

mined to do rather than what min
W 1
do on their behalf. W

1 1 | - il
Quotation from Conjucian Analects, Bk. XIII, ch 7.
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- new-democratic China:
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QUESTIONS OF CULTURE, EDUCATION
AND THE INTELLECTUALS

ikl i &

(April 24, 1945)

’ ‘The calamities which foreign and feudal oppression

have brought upon the Chinese people also affect our
national culture. The progressive cultural and educa-

' tional institutions and progressive cultural workers
4!.emd educators have been particularly affected(Lﬁige
numbers of people’s educators,

i R
e —

L i B

' engineers, technicians,

e
i ———— -

" i S e

artists and other _",_g;p__l_tgrgjﬂm_tkemﬂre_.nﬁeded. to sweep
 iway imperialist and fe dal -oppression and build a
hey _m e will to
' serye the people and work hard. D All intellectuals who

have rendered distinguished service to the people
should be esteemed as valuable assets of the nation
hina is culturally backward as

list and feudal nppr;e_gsiﬂn and
since the Chinese oole’s struggle for ~ liberation
urgently necds the participation of the intellectuals,
the question of the intelligentsia is._obviously very
‘ Chinese people’s struggle for
past half century, especially
of 1919 and during the

- and society. Since
' the result of imperia

lmﬁgg:"an In the
liberation Y during the
since the May 4 Movement

1217




oy

i

eight years since the outbreak of the Anti-Jap

War, large numbers of revolutionary intelle
have played an important part. They will pla}’&ﬁ
even more important part in the forthcomin.

1ng

struggles. The people’s government should therefan:
systematically train various categories of intellectuale
from among the people to serve as cadres and take
care to befriend and re-educate all available intel-
lectuals who can be of service.

The elimination of illiteracy among 80 per cenj;j:fi?}jgﬁ
the population is an important task for New China,

Proper and resolute measures must be taken%
eliminate completely all servile, feudal and fascist
culture and education. ik

Energetic action must be taken to prevent
combat epidemics and diseases among the people and
to promote public hygiene and medical services. =

- #‘

As to the old type of cultural and educational
workers and physicians, we must take appropriate.
steps to educate them so that they may acquire a new

attitude and new methods to serve the people.

The Chinese people’s culture and education rnl»i@aﬁ'i
beﬁwmmm&mm her
own hational, scientific and popular culture &i’f&:
‘education, 2 3551
~ Tt is wrong to adopt a policy of excluding foreign
culture, for we must fully assimilate progressive
foreign culture to help the development of Chma’ﬁ3

Sl

new culture; but the policy of indiscriminate introd

tion of foreign culture into China is also wrong, g
we must assimilate it critically to meet the actual
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/pe ithe

of the Chinese people<“We should take the new
d by the Soviet Union as our model in

; Similarly we must
~1ding the people’s culture.? R
bulﬁi—rgtotally reject nor uncriiically accept China's

ncient culture, but must judiciously sift it‘anfi taki
aver what will help the development of China’s ne J

ﬂEE‘dS .
culture create

0 f
culture. .
From On Coalition Government
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EE il

THE CHIEF CONCERN OF CHINA'S
CULTURAL MOVEMENT e

(April 1945) ik

(i .

iral;emiif;ntrgr 1s the chief concern of China’s sl
elimination E‘fn‘ i e stageP Would not ’the
T f{);} : ;Illteracy, universal education, art amd
Sihs ol 4 o peop:‘le and public health service bé.
left out c;gf y 1dle talk if the 360 million peasants r
account? . were

In saying this, of course, I
oliti h ;, 1 am not overlooki
Eemzicr?ii ecor.*;omm Ellild‘ cultural importaneeklgfg gﬁ
working %:laszme%r' piion people, partictlay the
S B e ich is politically the most awakened
erefore the best qualified to lead the whole rev-

olutionary movem
ent; the ;
standing on this point. re should be no misunders

From On Coalition Government

RN WWW.WENGEWANG.CHRE

given to those who

WHAT TO PRAISE, WHAT TO CONDEMN

(1951)

In the view of many writers, historical development
consists not in the replacement of the old by the new,
but in the preservation of the old from extinction
ihrough every effort; not in the overthrow of the
eactionary feudal rulers, who ought to be over-
thrown, by means of class struggle, but in the rejec-
ion of the class struggle of the oppressed people and

submission to these rulers, as was the case with Wu
Our writers have not looked into Chinese

history to ascertain who were the enemies oppressing
the Chinese people, or whether any praise should be
submitted to such enemies and
served them. Nor have they tried to find out what

are the new forms of social economy, the new class
forces, the new personalities and ideas that have

appeared in China fighting against the old forms of

iﬁt}cial ECUHUW snppm’rrnr‘mrp {pnlitiﬂs,

culture, etc.) in more than a century since the Opium
War of 1840, and thus to determine what is to be
commended and praised, what is not to be commended
and praised, and what 1s to be condemned.

Hsun.
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ON LITERARY STYLE

(1955)

We- want to thank the anonymous author
article. Bubbling with enthusiasm, he gives a
description in vivid terms of a district in the pr
of building co-operatives. His article makes no s
contribution to the cause of co-operation throt
th? ‘country. We hope every province, speci
ministrative region and county will be able to
forth one or more articles as good as this one

From the Editor’s Note on “The F
Secretary Takes the Lead and All
Party Members, Help Run the Co-ops
Socialist Upsurge in China’s Countrysi

The method described in this article —
comparisons and five calculations” — is 2 very us
way of showing the peasants clearly which syst
good and which is bad. They understand the mon
they hear it. Such methods are extremely convine
They are a far cry from the sort of thing done by
comrades who are incompetent in propagaﬁda
over-simplify the problem with such sloga
“Either you follow the road of the Comm
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r you follow the road of Chiang Kai-shek.”

arty © : e
ihis is just labelling people to cow th.er;ll mtrgefging
pliance instead of coming forward with SO

positive and stirring. But taking the peasants’ own

: . A58 :
experiences and analysing them 1n detail—now ther

is a method that is really effective.

From the Editor’s Note on “Strengthe‘nil}g
the Co-op —a Good Example,” .‘%‘oczahst
Upsurge in China’s Countryside

This article is very well written. It deserves to I}f_
recommended to all Party a}nfl ert:nifig;frtzi e
mittees on a county and district level, ;

i _aneratives should follow the ex
SEELP lzriatnztgiﬂii;.mﬁlpee writer understands the Party
1in£ and speaks directly to the point. He expresfez
himeelf swell. too, . You know What I.le means ath.
glance and his article is free of Party ]af'gm;. t-n :Z
regard, we 5‘_}41{’331_(] like 10 r*.-:]” the reader’s attenfion
| at many r:omrfi es fwe extmm.g]y_ f'un* d n'f
%?néa;’ta:; jargon in their a_rj,_L.gles. Their ngtlﬁg :(s]
Seither vivid nor graphic. It gives you a hea ;?"?""‘
read it. They care little for grammar or phrasing,

| preferring something which is a Cross between the

literary and the colloguial. H‘ere' gjarrulqtfsnand ‘:Ie:;
éﬁtive, there archaically cryptlc.,. it is as 1L E?gr S
deliberately trying to make theuj readers su_t . o
the more than 170 articles in this book, :fqm e a =
are heavy with Party jargon. Only after sev

133

M, WWW.WG1976.NET, WWW.WG1966.COM




revisions could they be made fairly

some are still obscure "
’ CIUH].S s pps :
stand. They would not havz and difficusiig

not for the impo _
years will ik

been included e

; r content. H i
; o
t be before we see a little less of tl(:::; I

jar : ,

3U hgo;d:hlch gives us such a headache? The comra.

tention tomtlﬁi; Eq‘zspipel‘sgnd periodicals mus?mr.
estion. Tha ] ol At

writers articles tha
t are vivid
gether. Moreover, they s.-:hf:m:lc;:Iear Sl 2

iwrlters With Tevistons-

gimr’s,,NOte'on “Political Work in
0ps,” Socialist Upsurge in Chi
Countryside

k)

QDN WWW.WENGEWAN

A LETTER ABOUT POETRY

(January 1957)

January 12, 1957

Dear Keh-chia and Comrades,
I received your kind letter some time ago and am

sorry to be so late in replying. As you wished, I have
now copied out on separate sheets all my classical
poems that I can remember as well as the eight that you
sent to me. They make eighteen altogether. Herewith

I enclose these poems and put them at your disposal.
Up to now I have never wanted to make these

things known in any formal way, because they are
written in the old style. T was afraid this might en-
courage a wrong trend and exercise a bad influence
on young people. Besides, they are not up to much
as poetry, and there is nothing outstanding about
them. However, if you feel that they should be pub-
lished and that at the samge time misprints can be
corrected in those poems already in circulation, then

publish them by all means.
It is very good that we are to have the magazine

Poetry. 1 hope it will grow and flourish exceedingly.
Of course our poetry should be written mainly in the
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! y write some verse in dla
It would not be advisable :a

fOI’mS as WEII, bu[:

courage young
people to d :
woul ; ‘ o this, b .
IEaﬁnd I'Fsglct lthEII' thought and t}t:;use tl;ese |
o erely put for : are diffig |
Cﬂ;iieration. ward this opinion for oN “LETTING A HUNDRED FLOWERS BLOSSOM”,
raternal greetings! | AND “LETTING A HUNDRED SCHOOLS OF
THOUGHT CONTEND”

Mao Tse-t
un
(February 1957)

om’’, and ‘“let a hundred
“long-term coexistence
how did these slogans

“Tet a hundred flowers bloss

. schools of thought contend”,

and mutual supervision” - —
come to be put forward?

(/’i‘hevwe_put_f.ONmrd in_the light of the specific
conditions existing in Chin e basis of the rec-

ognition that various kinds of contradictions still
exist in_a sociawgd_wmﬂ—m—mﬂ—
r:Buntg’s urgent need to_s 1 i :

cultural development. ]
The policy of letting a hundred flowers blossom

and a hundred schools of thought contend 1s designed
to promote the flourishi nd the pro- |
oress of science; it 1s designe _asoecialist

culture to thrive in our land. Different Iorms

- styles in art can develop freely

Y yencecan confend freely. We think that it is

LT The growih of art and science if adminisira”

Tive measures : re-used fo impose one particular style™ |
ought and to ban annther]

of art or school of th

e ————

.
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Questions of right and w ;
should | rong in the arts a 3
and sci:;ifsstif Ithrough ‘fr'ee discussionnfnszle?ﬂes
work in the art cles and in the course of pr e
settled in sum s and sciences. They should acticg]
needed to det?ary fashion. A period of trial l:ﬂtbe
wrong. In ther mine whether something is I’lgz;m
failed at the oftasi: ?jwwfmd correct thingg Uft:;
majors in recognitio
tur;srﬁf S‘;’iupe?ple 20dyhaebo deveip b;’l t‘fﬁli::;lg the
at first been glg el; Correct and good things have ofan :
B ooked upon not as fragrant flow tEn
weeds. Copernicus’ theory of th?fsg'%"

system in’
-, and Darwin’s theory of evolution were once

dismissed as e
; rroneous and ‘h .

bitt s ; ad to wi i
exazp?gf 05111:1011' ?hmese history Offe::; ilarzugl?
growth of nel;r tsl?c ialist society, conditions jgosrl

. -things are radical - i
far ically diff L
"t stsiﬁpe ;101" to those in the old society erifnt e
back ari}dten happens that new, rising ‘forci:ef B
The gméiiﬂonable suggestions smothered o
because of deli%fe;i‘;‘r things can also be hindered, not
of di suppression, but b
caut?{l}fseri?ent' <That _is why we Rfﬁiﬁe taIEEOf by %
4. ina ; }itud.e_e in regard to questions of right
4 oOng in the arts and sciences, encourage fr o=
that this attitud md‘ haSt‘Y conclusions, e believe

i g ude will facilifate the —
and sciences. S i o growth of the _@@ S
i bz};;irfllinhas 1‘Wi:;ﬂs.n:m':::Leve1+t;11_121~:~3f:i through struggle A:t{
attack and rg’ arxism was subjected tfo all kmdsﬂs'ﬁf
egarded as a poisonous weed. It is stlliu

o] ATt
]
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regarded as a poisonous weed in
world. However, 1t enjoys a dif-

ferent position in the. socialist countries. But even
i these countries, there are non-Marxist as well as
anti-Marxist ideologies. It is true that in China, sO-
cialist transformation, 1n SO far as a change in the
system of ownership 1s concerned, has in the main
been completed, and the turbulent, large-scale, mass
class struggles characteristic of the revolutionary
periods have in the main concluded. But remnants
of the overthrown landlord and comprador classes
still exist, the bourgeoisie still exists, and the petly
bourgeoisie has only just begun to remould itself.
Class struggle is not yet over. The class struggle
between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie, the class
struggle between various political forces, and th@ﬁs_

struggle in the ideological field between the pro-

lefariat and the bnurgeoime will still Tong and

'——!-_ . p——

devious and at times may even become very acutg.?
~— the world according

[Tie proletariat seeks to transfo
tlook, so does the pourgeoisie. In

ether socialism Or capital-

being attacked and
nany parts of the

to its own world ou

this respect, the question wh
.om will win is still not really settled. Marxists are

<till a minority of the entire population as well as of
the intellectuals. Marxism therefore must still develop

through struggle;(Marxism can only develop Emggh
struggle — this is true

not o_nly in the past and pres-
ent; it 1S —ossarily true in the fufure also. What 1s
e —— o e e ST m— e 1
correct alwa develops in the course ©

f struggle with
true, the good ond the beautiful

Lv_; at is wrong. JThe
always exist 1n comparison with the false, the evil and
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the ugly, and grow in stry
ankind i ggle with i
gj;imf ;T; fe?eral re']:ects an umrutht};idla;ir" As
€rroneous -idea Sl begin struggling w].t;ptsfa-
Il b e & Such struggles will never end.
also the law feVelopment of truth and it is 1::-er1;This
it e 0 deve%opment of Marxism, auﬂ?
o v idED]{Z a considerable time to decide e g .
capitalism i gical struggle between socialism IS&-%?
e n our country. This is because th ams!
of the bourgeoisie and of the intelleZtualsev::E;

come from the :
old societ i :
y will remain in |

our country

as the ideology of a class f
Fail ; s for a long ti il
stanlc;r?t t;)t gari?sp this, or still worse, fgaﬂuze ttzoufi(:im'l
ignoring the I;ezifslsil:; doif 01:; ; gr&: e __ii
W R gy ging the struggle in the
forms g;‘?lsﬁdd-d Ideological struggle is nofgiiielﬁ;ﬁ;ﬁ
not be used sl Crude, coercive methods Shoﬁ]ﬁ
- painstakin I struggle, but only the method of
favourablegconlza.sonm.g' Today, socialism 1
ety ::tl-ons in t:he ideological strugglé““‘
ing people led ];l: ¢ state is in the hands of the war
e g the proletariat. The Communist
though there -g A i prestigel istanids high. Al-
every fair—min:;rz defects and mistakes in our .Wdflﬁ*‘f
the people thate L coneRnite: that wreareli ﬁ';
build up (;LII‘ co we are both determined and able to
that we have achl*mtry together with the people, and.
N e One;everhirej;Siuccesses and Wiil acLi’éi?'g:- :
] g - " majori re
ngc?ii;e ar.ld lfl?e'lleFtuals who cégétyftiilthfh bﬁ%;
J are patriotic; they are willing to séf{f'eeﬁiiﬁf
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hat

¢ they turn away from the socialist cause and the
sorking people led by the Communist Party, they
/il have no one to rely on and no bright future to

jourishing socialist motherland, and they know t

ook forward to.
People may ask: Since Marxism is accepted by the
dipg

najority of the people in our country as the gui
deology, can it be criticized? Certainly it can. AAs

. scientific_truth, Marxism fear ism,/ 1L it
it would be

7id, and could be defeated in argument, 1

vOrthless. In Tfact, aren't the idealisls criticizing
Marxism every day and in all sorts of ways? As for
‘hose who harbour bourgeois and petty-bourgeois

deas and do not wish to change, aren’t they also
Marxists

}
criticizing Marxism in all sorts of ways?

:hould not be afraid of criticism from any quarter.
Quite the contrary, they need to steel and improve
themselves and win new positions in the teeth of
criticism and the storm and stress of struggle. Fight-

ing against wrong ideas is like being vaccinated — a

man develops greater immunity from disease after the
Plants raised in hot-houses are

vaccine takes effect.

not likely to be robust.(Carrying out the policy of
“letting a hundred flowers blossom and a_ hundred
schools o |

strengthen the leadin

position of Marxism in the

ideological Tield. '
non-Marxist

What should our ‘Bolicy be towards

ideas? As far as unmi
.wreckers of the socialist cause are concer
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T thought contend” will not weaken but

istakable counter-revolutiona-
f_
ned,

ries and
the matm—gasyj—we—simph—&ﬂMmiLMR
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“
frgedom of speech. it i 1 .
But it is quite a different

matte,

when we..
ar - »
€ laced with_incorrect ideas am
f neo ong th,

'E}ED le. 2Will i
ple. 2Will it do to ban such ideas and give fhe

no opportuni
i iitrﬂi?lt?f? tn express themselves? Certainly o
i my utile but very harmful to us alnlyg;-{__.:{;‘:._
ary methods to deal with idemogic; crude anc
question

among  the (pfopls)

5.’ with :
spiritual lif questions relating to th
Wrghgr“ide;se (l;f man. : You may ban the e;rng tom
other h ».but the ideas will still b e
W'thr and, correct ideas, if pampe e there. On th
1. O . ] . .
e, will not win out Miiinst Wlmm;,ﬂ ized

I"Dng Oﬁi&

That is whv it i

y 1t is only b
cussi e e y employin
e S it reasoningythitmEthOds ol e
‘COITE{:t ldeas, overcome. ; we can  reall
settle issues. wrong 1deas’ and re
The bourgeoisi -
B EXpresgsie;}me and petty bourgeoisie are bo
that they should their ideologies. It is inovital
g inouid stubbornly persist in el::ev;
SRS el s sy, political il
o st il ons. You can’t expect thema
revent them ?md e use methods of su nat:ﬁw
: Irom expressing themselvespirissmn to

hem a 1
Therg_dcafﬁrebct well-considered criticism at
1 be no doubt that we should crit

.....

r ng ].de - "

i oA e

ook and Sgeuing theff BirEeT N
B be criticized and/ poisonc narket, {Mistakes
st wherever they crop =3 ous weeds fought

But suc

criticism
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;jhould not be doctrinaire. We should not use the
metaphysical' ~ethod, but strive to employ the

jialectical method. What s seeded 1s scientific
mnalysis and fully convincing arguments. Doctrinaire
riticism settles nothing. We don’t want any kind of
poisonous weeds, but we should carefully distinguish’

between what is really .d and what is

a poisonous Wee
really a fragrant flower. We must learn together
with the masses of the people how

to make this care-
tul distinction, and use the correct me

thods to fignt

poisonous weeds. -
While criticizin do
ame time direct our at
~f Revisionism, OT rig

seois trend Of Thought which

than doctrinairism. The revisio
tunists, pay lip-service to Marxism and also att

«doctrinairism”. But the real target of their attack
is actually the most fundamental elements of
Marxism. They oppose Of distort materialism and
dialectics, oppose O try to weaken the people’s

d the leading role of the

democratic dictatorship an
try to weaken socialist

oppose or
socialist construction. Even after

of the socialist revolution in our
a number of people who vainly
of the capitalist system. They
the working class on every
gical front. In this struggle,

revisionists.

should at the

ctrinairism? we
vision-

Tention to criticizing&
htist opportunism, ig_a bour-
S even more dangerous

oSS, or right Oppor-
ack

Communist Party,
tpansformation and
the basic victory
country, there are still
hope for a restoration
‘wage a struggle against
front, including the ideolo
their right-hand men arc the
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On the surface, these two slogans —
lowers blossom” and “let a hundred schools o uck
ontend” — have no class character: the proletariat
Orn_them o account, so can the bourgeoisie
ther people.

ave their own v1ews

asses of |

e S A

“let a huud’[‘&d

o what, the people.
.., argue their case.

;' ar ith

(6) Are beneficial, not harmful, to international
socialist solidarity and the solidarity of the peace-
oving peoples of the world.

Of these&ix crit ' the_most important are the

But different classes, strata al ;,Et_:lzﬁgt_na.th_and the_l_adershi_&of the Party. These

n what are ffg_

criteria are put forward in order to foster, and not
hinder, the free discussion of various questions among
Those who do not approve of these

_ﬁle criteria can still put forward their own views and

When the majority of the people
have clear—cut criteria to go by, criticism and self-
tan _be conducted along proper lines, and

eople to determme what is rlght and What is wrg tRese criteria can “be apphed to people’s words and

(1) Help to wunite the people of our vaﬁﬂﬂs
itionalities, and do not divide them: AR

!(?)) Are beneficial, not harmful, to socialist tranﬁ-
rmation and socialist construction:

(3) Help to consolidate, not undermine or weaken:
e people’s democratic dictatorship;

(4) Help to consolidate, not undermine or ‘WEElkeni
‘mocratic centralism;

15\) Tend to strengthen, not to cast off or weaken,
¢ 1eadersh1p of the Communist Party;
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L the aéfmns to defermine whe
p or or_poisonous weeds.

re fragrant flowers
These are{political Crlterlm—
urally, in judging the, truthfulness oI _scientific
theo es or assessing the aesthetlc value of works of
art ‘pETtTﬁ"“f*éh’cenAare needed, but t these six
political crltg;_a\,aneﬁalso«apphea-ble—to—a#—aetwltles in
the arts or sciences. In a socialist country like ours,
cah there possibly be " ar any useful scientific or artistic
activity which runs counter to these political criteria?

All that is set out above stems from the specilic
historical conditions in our country. Since conditions
vary in different socialist countries and with different
Communist Parties, we do not think that other coun-
tries and Parties must or need to follow the Chinese
way.,

From On the Correct Handiing of
Contradictions Among the People
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