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GREAT ECONOMIC RESULTS ATTAINED
BY KOREAN PEOPLE IN 1958

The entire Korean people summed up with great satis-
faction the brilliant achievements attained in 1958 in all
branches of the national economy amid unparalleled high
revolutionary upsurge of socialist construction.

1958 wilnessed great changes in all branches of our na-
tional economy. .

Socialist relations of production registered a decisive
victory and the socialist economic system has become ex-
clusively predominant. The year of 1958 was the most diffi-
cult and decisive year in determining whether or not we
could fulfil the First Five-Year Plan ahead of schedule. In
carrying out the plan for the development of the national
economy for 1958, the Workers’ Party of Korea paid serious
attention to consclidating and developing the great achieve-
ments gained during Eihe past years, strengthening con-
{inuously the heavy and light industrial bases and rein-
forcing the material and technical foundation of the rural
eccnomy. :

The Workers' Party of Korea and the Government of the
Republic worked out a number of measures to sireng.hen
the fuel and power bases, develop further rapidly the metal
and machine-building industries and to develop fibre, food
and daily necessaries industries. Also a number of impor-
tant measures were taken to increase the production of
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- «hemical fertilizers, expand irrigation projects and,-pard-
cularly, to strengthen the maierial and technical founda-
tion of the rural economy by seiting up an irrigation sys-
tem on non-paddy fields and carrying out mechanization
and electrification.

__To this end, the Party directed the whole Party’s alien-
tien to improving the {echnical equipmen( in all branches
pf the nationa) eccnomy, making the effeclive investment
in construction, further enhancing labour efficiency by

¢ placing consfruction on an industrial footing. Also atlen-

tion was called (o strict economy, utilization of every
‘]t)otenhal for increased produciion, and to the increase in
he accumulation of the national economy. Moreover, the
Parly and the Government of the Republic, inspiring
and encouraging the entire working people to increase
production to the maximum and practise strict economy,
appealed to them to bring about continued innovation and
advance in socialist construction by shatiering the mystery
about technique and liquidating passivism and negativism
in work. Particularly, the on-the-spot guidance given to the
masses by Comrade Kim Il Sung and other Pariy and gov-
ernment leaders served as a greal impetus in giving full
scope to their inexhaustible creativeness and seli-sacrific-
ing spirit.

The entire working people of our country, boundlessly
encouraged by the correct policy and wise guidance of the
Parly and the Governmeni, attained brilliant achievemenis
by displaying unparalleled heroism, while consolidating
the gains attained in the course of carrying out the deci-
sions of the December 1956 Plenum of the C.C. of the
Workers’ Pariy of Korea and generalizing their priceless
experiences, :

Thus our country has turned into a socialist industrial-
agricultural stale with a seli-spporting national economy.
With regard to the brilliant successes achieved last year,
Premier Kim Il Sung said in his New Year's address:

“Last year was a year of great upsurge and change in
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our socialist construction. 1958 will be recorded fore\"er in
it L]
the history of our country as a year of great victory.
* * *

The year of 1958 was marked by further advance of the
socialist industrializalion in our country. The scale of ex-
panded reproduction in indusiry was enlarged and its pace
of development conlinuously increased.

The entire workers in the field of industry overfulfilled
each quarterly {arzet on all items in a balanced way, while
continuously enlarging the variety of goods. The 1958 plan
for gross oufput of state and co-operative industries was
overfulfillad by 17 per cent while the plan for increased
production based on the resolutions of the workers them-
selves was tcpped by 4 per cent, and thereby 21,700 million
won (in old currency) worth of extra indusirial products
were produced over the original siate plan. )

Thus the gross output value of stale and co-operative
industries in 1958 increased by 40 per cent as against
1957, or double that in 1956 and 4 {imes that in the pre-

war 1949. Indeed, the average annual growth during the
past 5 years from 1954 {o 1958 was 42.3 per cent. Su‘ch.a
rapid growth of production is something unimaginable in
{ke capitalist couniries. » . -

Our indusfry, which registered such a rapid pace in
developing - production, is firmly based on the Marxist-
Leninist principle on socialist expanded reproduction for
{he balanced development of the production of the means
of production and consumer goods. R

During the post-war period of 1953-58, the average
annual growth of the means of production was 52 per_cent
and that of consumer goods 34 per cenl.

In 1958, along with the heavy indusirial base of ma-
chine-building, metal, power and chemical indusiries, ihe

light industrial base of fextile, food and daily necessiiies
industries, too, was further consolidated.

Particular mention should be made of the great changes
that have taken placé in food and daily necessities indus-
tries according to the decisions of the June 1958 Plenum

— 5 —



of the Party Central Commitiee. Upholding the decisions,
r}led1um- and small-scale local industrial enterprises
sprang up in all parts of the country like mushrooms after
a ramn, More than 1,060 enterprises were built by the end
of 1958, and they are now producing thousands of varieties
of foodsﬁuffs and daily necessities, besides pig iron, cement,
slaked lime, tiles and bricks by mobilizing idie equipment,
technique, labour as well as resources of local materials.
_ Such rapid increase in the output of industrial products
is shown below.

1958 in per- 1958 in per-
Oulput in 1833 centages of centages of
1957 1949
Electricity 7,631 mil. kwh 110 129
Coal 6,882,000 tons 138 172
Iron ore 1,552,000 tons 147 2.3 times
Pig iron 320,000 tons 119 198,
Steel 365,000 tons 132 2.5 times
Structural steel 255,000 tons 125 2.2 times
Electric motors 17,000 140 26 times
Metal cutting tools 1,450 142 -
farming machines y a
and implements 713 mil. won
(old currency) 171 -
Chemical
fertilizer 457,000 tons 141 114
Caustic soda 14,000 tons 155 155
Carblde 150,000 tons 105 110
Cement 1,244,000 tons 139 2.3 times
Piate glass 3,268,000 127 gy
square metres
Timber 3,153,000 113 196 + '
: cublc metres
lass ware 635 mil. won 2.4 times =5
{old currency)
Ceramics 828 mil. won 152 =
(old currency)
~ ) 6 ate 1

1,261 mil. won

Furniture

(old currency)
Textiles 110 mil. m.
Hosiery 16 mil. palrs
Fish 682,000 tons

In 1958, the production of alloy, e!

lead, ammonium sulphate fertilizer,

plate glass, {imber and fish
visaged in 1961, the
Besides, many
time. in our countiry, st
dozer. electric locomotive
ship, hydropower g
machine, rac
machine for
seeder for

typewriter, electric
produced on a mass scale.

The production level of major product
ed that in 1944 under the Japanese rule

coal, 2.5 times in steel, 24 {imes in §
cent in timber, and 80

oliminating the backward, colonial
imperialism.

cent in cement, 42 per
tiles, thereby completely

onesidedness inherited from Japanese

120

121
151
121

last year of the Fir
new products were pro
ich as tractor, excav
for coal mine,
enerator of 4,000 kw.,
jial press drill, automatic loom, D

making drum-shaped s
wheat, automatic-threshin

carbide,

n in Gross Industrial Cuiput Value

8.6 times
2.5 times
2.3 times

ectrolytic silver and
fire-bricks,
catch surpassed the level en-
st Five-Year Plan.
duced for the first
ator, lorry, bull-
50-ton refrigerator
unive-sal milling
iesel engine,
fraw bag, wide-row
g ‘machire, Korean
washer, etc. All these items are now

s in 1958 surpass-
by 20 per cent in
tructural steel, 39 per
times in lex-.

Proportic
Increase In
1958 aver
1944 1949 1953 1949
Fuel industry RS 4.1 1.4 1.4-fold
Mining industry 15.7 8.1 4.6 2.2-fold
Metallurgical industry 13.3 11 7.2 2.6-fold
Machine-butlding and
metal working
industries 1.6 8.1 16.6 7.7-fold
Chemical Indusiry 10.1 9.5 55 2.5-fold
B X e



Timber and wood- X

working Industry 20 6.4 1.3 2.7-fold
Textile industry 6 11.4 16.1 5.6-fold
Stationery and

sundry goods

industry 0.9 1.6 |82 15-fold

The Japanese imperialists employed every means to
plunder our rich naiural resources and cul down forests at
random. And raw products were shipped to Japan. They
concentrated their efiorts on chemical industry, mainly for
producing munitions needed in their aggressive plan lo in-
vade the Asian mainland.

During the Japanese rule, fuel, mining, metallurgical,
chemical, timber and wood-working industries accounted
for 63 per cent of the gross industrial output value. Con-
sequently, exploitation and plunder was most severe in
these fields.

Machine-building and meta!-workinf industries were
of small-scale repair shop lype, and textile, stationery and
sundry goods indusiries were no more than small-scale
handicraft factories. As shown above, our couniry under
the Japanese rule was a typical colonial dependent state, a
source of raw materials and a market for the imperialist
plunderers.

However, the picture today is quile difierent. Today fuel
and power bases have been consolidated further and our
industry produces various heavy machinery and numerous
items of daily necessaries such as medicines, cement
blocks, cotton fabrics and footwear. '

~Today, our country has developed into a self-supporting
industrial-agriculiural state. Our couniry now possesses a
powerful heavy industrial base capable of rapidly speed}ng
up the tempo of expanded reproduction of socialist indusiry
a:nl rendering assistance to irrigation, mechanization and
?r;ilri}:‘:frica_hunblnf the rural economy. Moreover, our light
idusiry is able to s / ti yith vari i
et g to supply the population with various daily

e et

In 1958, our industrial enterprises and sclentific
research organs shattered the mystery about technique and,
on iheir initiative, made 37,000 odd inveniions .and
rationalizaticn proposals. of which more than 4,900 have
been introduced into production.

They economized on coke and reduced the co-efficient of
blast farnace by using ferro-coke in smelting, and their
methods of hydraulic’ mining and continuous hole drilling
for blasting raised the mining capacity. They succeeded in
introducing anthracite gasification in the production of
plate glass and in utilizing anthracite in refining copper.
In the field of machine-building industry, high-speed dry-
ing method of casting by carbonic acid gas and other ad-
vanced casting methods were introduced. And at the same
time high-speed cutling method by ceramic bite was popu-
larized. In light industry, artificial fibre was produted from
reeds and maize stalks which grow in profusion in our
country.

The rapid development of production technique resulted

in a high technical and economic upsurge, while the utiliza-
tion rate of equipment rose. The raie of high-speed drilling
was raised by 9 per cent as against the previous year.
In iron and steel works the output of steel per square metre
of 100-ton open-hearth furnace increased by 14 per cent,
and the output of a heat steel of 20-ton electric furnace
increased by 29 per cent. In chemical factories, the volume
of ore treatment per square metre of iron sulphide calciner
increased by 6 per cent, average output per electrolyser
for caustic soda Ey 24 per cent, average output per electric
carbide kiln by 9 per ceni and average output per nitro-
lime-kiln by 20 per cent. The rate of revolution of oven in
pulp mills increased by 57 per cent as against the previous
year and the per hour output of paper making machine by
16 per cent. :

The industrial workers also achieved a great success in
t'x*O_nTmizing on various raw materials, fuel and other ma-
lerials.

Compared with 1957, actual extract from zinc ore in-
creased by 3.5 per cent and from tungsien ore by 6 per
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cent; refined purity of various ores raised by 1.2-32 per
cent, actual felling in forest stations by '1“8 per ceni; actual
spinning of thread from cotion in textile mills by 2.2 per
cent. Thanks to the enhanced movement for reducing the
consumption norm of electricity and coal in all branches of
ihe national economy, 557 million kwh of electricity,
182.000 tons of coal and 4,000 tons of steel were economiz-
ed by Minisiries and bureaus concerned with major indus-
trial production.

In 1958, historical changes took place in our rural eco-
nomy, ftoo. The agricultural co-operativizalion was com-
pleted successfully by the end of August 1958.

The Workers’ Party of Korea started the socialist trans-
formation of the rural economy under the most difficult
conditions right after the armist‘ce. For our rural economy
as well as industry had suflered severely during the war

rovoked by the American imperialisis and the -Syngman

hee clique. In rehabilitating and reconstructing the na-
tional economy in the postwar days, our Parly pursued
cons'siantly the general line of economic policy of giving
priority to heavy indusiry while developing simulia-
neously light indusiry and agricullure. Under the conditions
created in the postwar days, ihe only way o bring about a
balanced development of industry and agriculiure and im-
prove rapidly the deteriorated peasanis’ life was to trans-
form our rural economy along socialist lines. Therefore, our
Party. taking into account the situation and the peasants
wish, proposed on the initiative of Comrade Kim 1l Sung
the historic task of agricultural co-operativization. And the
Party spared no effort in guiding and helping the co-ops.

Thus the agricultural co-operative moveiment which had
been started after the war rapidly developed with the result
that it came to embrace 31.8 per cent of the entire peasant
households by the end of 1954. The figure had increased to
49 per cent at the end of 1955, 80.9 per cent ai the end of
1956, 95.6 per cent at the end of 1957 and 100 per cent at
the end of August 1958. The fact that such difficult and
complicated revolutionary task of agricultural co-operativi-

AYHE

zation was completed in a little more than 4-5 years be-
sp(le.aks the brilliant victory of our Parly’s agricultural
policy.

Superiority of the co-operative economy brought about

a great upsurge in our rural econciny last year. Now a na-
tion-wide movement is being unfolded in response to the
decisions of the September 1958 Plenum of the Party Cen-
tral Commitlee to undertake a great nalure-remaking.
Within the next 2-3 years the acreage under irrigation will
be expanded by one million jungbo, Also in 1958 more than
10,000 irrigation projects including the larze-scale state-
sponsored projects in the districts of Kiyang and Uhjidon
and one on the Yalu were carried on.

The members of co-operatives are building irrigation
sysiems and the workers are extending them aclive sup-
port. Some 410,000, cubic metres of rocks were drilled or
removed and 55 million cubic metres.of earth were exca-
vated. From September to December 1958, 124,000 jungbo
of paddy and non-paddy fields were put under irrigation,
thus a fofal area of paddy and non-paddy fields put under
irrigation during the year amounting to 190,000 jungbo.

The year of 1958 saw wide popularization of advanced

farming methods in our agriculture. Cold-bed rice seedl-

ings were transplanted on 50 per cent of the entire paddy
fields, and the humus-pot method was used on 70 per cent
of the whole land under cofton while the utilization rate of
land rese to 161 per cent. :

Compared with the previous year, in 1958 the amount
of chemical fertilizer and composi applied to the farm land
increased 29 per cent and 71 per cent respectively, and
the acreage cultivated by machine-hire stations increased
b}'l IBtpgr cent and mechanization of work was further ac-
celerated.

In 1958, our workers rendered tremendous assistance to
our agriculture in ifs technical innovation. 360 km. of
power cables were laid, over 4,000 motors, transformers
and pumps were sent to the countryside, and 100,000 tons
of cement, over 104,000 cubic metres of timber, over 90,000
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of ox-carts, trolleys and wheel barrows, 850,000 square
metres of plate glass, over 5,300 tons of paper, 1,600 tons ol
oil, over 14,000 of animal-drawn weeders, 7,300 thrashing
machines for rice and maize, 7,400 an'mal-drawn waier-
lifting machines, over 12,500 sprayers and dusters, 10,600
straw bag and rope making machines were made a\'sllﬂbl‘f
to the peasants. Moreover, other materials and equipmen:
{gf-eded in irrigation and farmjng were sent to them in quan-
ities.

As a result we gathered last year an unprecedented bum-
per harvest of 3,700,000 tons of grain despile the severe
drought. This meant that the 1958 agricultural plan was
surpassed by 12 per cent, an increase of 500,000 tcns over
the previous year, and 1,030,000 tons more than in the
prewar peak year 1948. Outpul of cotton grew by 8 times
and hemp by 58 per cent compared with 1957.

Our animal husbandry, too, registered great development
in 1958.

For the further development of animal husbandry, the
Party and.the Government distributed to the co-operatives
51,000 -head of pedigree cows and pigs, while improving
the breeding, veterinary and anti-epidemic work.

As of the end of 1958, Korean cows and pigs reached
660,000 and 1,460,000 respectively.

Parallel with the development of animal husbandry, the
output of animal products was increased. Compared with
the previous year meat increased {wo times, milk 2.7 times,
and wool by 11 per cent. The work of converting Korean
breed into milk cows was widely carried out throughout
the country. Thus, animal husbandry came to occupy an
important part in agricultural co-operatives and the head
OF animals kept by the co-operatives grew by 61 per cent
in Korean cows and 3.4 times in pigs compared with the
previous year,

As the rural econom ide i
: y made a great siride in 1958, the
Pf‘asa;‘:}s sold more agricultural prgducts to the stafe.

1 a view to further accelerating irrigation projects.

mechanizat: . A ik
Mization and electrification in tha countryside and to
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developing further agriculfural productive forces, the Party
and th> Government of the Republic completed successfully
in November 1958 the work of merging agriculiural co-op-
eratives according to ri (the lowest adminisiraiive unit).
As a result, 13.309 co-operatives merged into 3,843 and the
average size of each co-operative increased from 80 to 300
houszholds and the land under cultivation from 130 to 500
jungbo.

Today in our rural villages, the source of exploitation
and poverty is eliminated for good and the co-operatives
are further consolidated organizationally and economi-
cally. Moreover, a nation-wide drive is on for a technical .
transformation to ensure the epochal growlh of agricultur-
a! production. And advanced intensive farming method of
deep ploughing, close planting and application of plenty
fertilizer is being boldly introduced.

Thus, our agriculture has not only completely solved
the food problem, but also can ensure the supply cf neces-
sary raw materials to industry.

In 1958, our fransport and communications, too, re-
gisiered continuous development.

The plan of freight turnover by railways was overful-
filled by 11 per cent and of the volume of freightage by
17 per cent. Freight turnover by railways grew by 24 per
cent and 85 per cent respectively compared with 1957 and
1949, and the volume of freightage by 31 per cent and
73 per cent. :

Compared with the previous year, ¢lectric railway lines
were extended by 45 per cent. The Haijoo-Hasung broad-
gauge line of over 80 km. was completed in only 75 days
or 9 months ahead of schedule. Electrification of the Shin-
sungchun-Yangduk line and double tracking of the Soo-
sung-Komoosan line were completed. The sieep grade in
Wangjang-Bumpo line was, in general, levelled. Thus the
railway transport capacity was considerably raised.

The 1958 plan for transport of major items was overful-
ﬁl.led and various advanced operaiion methods were adopt-
ed to raise the utility rate of rolling stock. The time for
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f::e:g?rht-car turnround was reduced to 3.7 days, shortening
the {ime set in the plan by 0.4 day or by 0.7 day compared
with the previous year. Ulility rafe per Treight car increas-
ed by 21 per cent. And the average daily run of a locomo-
ve surpassed the plan by 2 per cent, or 7 per cent com-
pired wih the previous year, Average weight of freight
trains surpassed the plan by 51 tons or by 8 per cent com-
pared with the previous year.

Motor transport, too, rapidly developed, and its plan
was overfulfilled. Freighi tuprm}:fer by I'Egl{)l‘ vehiciespin-
creased by 13 per cent compared with that in the previous

- year or 10 times compared with 1949, and the volume of
freightage increased by 26 per cent compared with the pre-
vious year or 27 times that in 1949. During the year more
trailers were used in motor iransportaiion; compared with
1957 the hauling capacity of {railer increased by 3.8 per
ceni and the loading capacily increased by 8.1 per cent
and ulilily rate per automobile by 7 per cent.

The plan for water transpori, tco, was overfulfilled, 84
per ceni more cargo was handled than the previous year
or 96 per cent compared wilh the prewar 1949. The volume
ol cagro increased by 81 per eent compared with ihe pre-
vicus year or 2.3 times that in 1949.

In the branch of communications the plan for 1958 was
ove:fulfilled and communication equipment was expanderi

~Compared wiih the previous year city telephone lines
ezxae:[nd-ed by 7 per cent, city telephone subscribers by 29 per
;:1 and the capacity of city telephone exchange by 6 per
3 Bmadc‘asi and {elephone networks were expanded with
the - result that the number of radio-relay horns in cities

115. \lxliages increased by 45,000 and that of through-wire

{i‘;t1£% Py 2.5 tmes and its transmission capacily by 3.2

- ;‘?SE :Sga.-ed with ihe previous year. Thus, as of the end
e per cent of our entire ri are installed with tele-

{1 . es and il_m m:m_ber cf co-operative members who listen
Q {"Ol_lil’h_-wlre_radms is rapidly increasing.

Again In 1958, the Workers' Pa-ly of Korea laid stress
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on capital consfruction for further acceleraling the socialist
extended reproduction. Subsequently a large sum of 34.1
billion won in old currency, or 26 per cent greater than in
the previous year, was earmarked for productive construc-
tion, mainly for the construction of heavy industry and
agriculture, '

In response to the October 1957 Plenum of the C.C. of
the Workers' Party of Korea, our building workers intro-
duced widely the pre-fab method into construction and
displayed creativeness in bringing about a radical change
in capital construction. The Party and Government paid
close attention fo attaining the best result out of capital
investment.

During the year of 1958, the total volume of capital in-
vestment surpassed the original plan by 24 per cent, of
which the investment in construction and assembly top-
ped its plan by 26 per cent. Of the volume of total invest-
ment, 74 per cent was allocated to productive construc-
tion, an increase of 29 per cent compared with the previ-
ous year. The volume of investment in }ndustnal con-
struction was 19 per cent greater than in the previous
year, of which the investment in heavy industry grew 20
per cent and that in light industry 11 per cent.

In 1958, industrialization was realized in construc-

tion and the pre-fab method was more widely applied. In
housing construction 59 per cent was done by pre-fabri-
cation.
Indusirialization, mechanization and the pre-fab meth-
od accelerated considerably the speed in construction.
As a result, numbers of capital consiruciion units were
completed and put into operation ahead ¢f schedu'e and
productive capacity of all branches of the national econo-
my grew further. < S

The Soopoong Hydropower Station wiih a ‘otal capa-
city of 700.% lg{va yand the Jangjin-gang ”3"?"5’1"‘“"3"
Plant with a capacity of 370,000 kva were CUI’“[:J&.CI?’ re-
constructed. Blast furnace No. | and a coke oven o th.e
Hwanghai Iron Works and blast furnace No. 2 and a
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cokz oven of the Kim Chaik Iron Works were rebuilt b
%L workers and technicians with home-made t=:qui|:nneni!'.r
e copper and zinc smelting shops of the Nampo Smel-
cry, ore dressing shops of the Kapsan Mine and Tai-
newly built or restored, and galleries

yoodong Mine were
in Aoji, Kokunwun andKocham collieries were built.

The construction of the Hi !
{ he Hichun Machine-Too] Factory,
Fmﬁgnsa_n Tool Factory and other modern, large-scale fag‘
4 asﬂwere cor_r!p_lezed. An ammonium nitrate shop of the
ungnam Feriilizer Factory was newly built and a soap

shop restored.

. Kilns were newly built or restored i i
red in cement factories,
and an aspirin factory and a factory for intermediate pro-

¢2ss of producing vinalon were newly constructed.

The weaving spinning and rovin
ol lies ing, g shops of the P -
varg Silk Mill and the staple fibre shop F;)f the Ehu{l?;}ﬁl

P I 1 expanded.
Focd processing factories were newly built in Boo!lj\'vﬁureig

Spinning Mill were newly buill, restored or

andﬂf}\!amkot.

.- Ahus the yearly productive capacity of our i 3
;p:;eaﬁ&gg:m%%.ooo kva in elecfrfc?ty. 'goo.ooo lon'smft.'!r“b;a
iens’ e ‘;r Itonsd in coke, 65,000 "tons in steal, 26,000
o t(,),,ﬂan}: at? iron, 5,500 tens in electrolytic copper
A ok m;‘s in e.ectroly:hc zine, 350,000 tons in  cemeni.
m!'f} 40005tm ammonium nitrate fertilizer, 6,000 tons in
bl o Oogns in staple fibre, 5,200,000 metres in silik

e g tons in soap, 487,000 tons of non-ferr
..h.ilii in ore d;iss:ng. ey

. \oreover, the consiruction of such lar e-scale ;
f:ﬁél%npsoﬁr tgfazlﬂ;kr“gaﬁg- Kanggye, and wgu,ﬁ’{,’;"n‘;
yds v o Stalions made progress successfully, ; e
ae{r:::;uciz;ion of bla_st furnacepNo. 2 of the lell%‘gh]af}dlrl{i‘;
el n% sr]nfllmg shop of the Moonpyung Smeltery
i g achine-Tool Faciory, Dukchun Automobile
actory, lndlun’Factory, Kiljoo Veneer Factory, Shinui-

In 1968, G Cine made headway.

;. e reconstruction work of cities and towns,

including Py ‘ano i
briskly. g Fyongyang, the democralic capital, went ahead
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~ Builders of the cily of Pyongyang, who had determin-
e to build houses for 20,000 families instead of the ori-
gnally planned 7,000 families, built houses for. 21,600
lamilies without any additional investment by exploring
teserves during the year. Wide application of ihe pre-fab
nethods raised labour productivity 4.8 times.

In capital construction, atiention was paid {o the im-
p-ovement of technical equipment of productive enterpris-
€5 and technical processes. The process of rolling steel
was automatized, and that of annealing sulphide and
many other production processes improved technically.
Labour-consuming work was mechanized with various
home-produced equipment and machinery.

The number of workers engaged in various sorts of
mechanized work in 1958 showed a marked increase com-
pared with 1957: 4.5 per cent in drilling work; 6 per cent
in earth removing; 3.4 per cent in scraping; 10 per cent
in stone crushing; 8.3 per cent in cement mixing; 16 per
cent in lifting work; 9 per cent in loading and unloading
work.

In the same year, the ranks of workers were further re-
plenished. As in the past, there was not even one single
unemployed in the northern part of the country in 1958.

The Workers' Party of Korea and the Government of
ihe Republic held even more stricily to its policy of send-
inc more labour power to the productive branches of the
national econcmy. In response to the Letler of the Party
Cen.ral Commitiee to the entire Party members, a great
number of office workers volunteered to pariicipate In
production and mofe women took jobs. As of the end of
1958, the number of workers in the productive branches
showed an increase of 320,000 over the corresponding
period of the previous year. Especially the number of wo-
men employees in all branches of the national economy
doubled that of ihe previous year and their proportion to
the entire workers grew from 20 per cent in 1957 to 29
per cent in 1958.

Technical {rajning

ened, too.

for the new workers was strength-
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A_ great number of skilled workers emerged from pro-
ductive enterprises and consiruction sites.

In 1958, more than 34,000 new skilled workers and.

managerial personnel, trained at technical training
schools and managerial cadres schools, were working in
all branches of the national economy.

. In 1958, socialist transformation of private trade and
industry was successfully carried ouf; the state and co-
operalive trade neiwork further expanded; and the distri-

bution of stores in urban and rural districts was more
rationalized.

ComJ)ared with the previous year the trade network
showed an increase of 1,500 new establishments, Particu-
larly the number of general stores and restaurants in-
creased greatly.

In accordance with the decision of the June 1958 Plenum
of ‘the C.C. of the Workers® Party of Korea on the improve-
ment of commodity circulation the supply of foodstuffs in
cities, towns and workers' settlements and of industrial
goods to the couniryside was markedly improved.

The plan for the year in retail commodity circulation
bi; the state and co-operative trade organs was overful-
filled by 6 per cent. This meant a growth of 43 per cent
over the previous year in comparable prices, of which
foodstuffs grew to 126 per cent, industrial goods to 155
per cent, and the volume of circulation through social ca-
tering network to 130 per cent.

The following shows the growth of\ sales of popular
consumer goods.

1958 In percentages
of 1957
Cotton fabrics o N T e -
Silk fabrics o S e S N R £ 7
Woolen fagrics

. 3.4-fold
Ready-made clothes LR GRS 1 T
Underwear R . . 143
Hostery LA . 113

Footwear A Al s B AR s B

of which leather shoes o R e el SRS Al
Soap e e T S R e lg';
Tollet articles Sl e T ;')-fold
Medicines s

Furniture and other things

for cultural use : 2.:&(;[01(:1
Stationeries S wd AL e S e lail
Ceramics and porcelain M R e ;11
Cigarettes i e e e ‘ i
Coal for dameslif: use o TR yaeRpae sl e
Grain (. R T e R i
Meat o B0 = T N s AR e 41
Marine products i R e o
5 ' 124
Vegetables : i
Condiments o
Fruits 3 1he
Bread, cakes and candles . s
Beer .

Soda water . 2.9-fold

t of
Workers' Party of Korea and the Governmen

fheTg:publc;c effected price cuts on several occasions after
the war fo raise the material and cultural standards of the

working masses. i ' -
In 1958, the ration system for daily necessanesd e)éc-

cept grain, was abolished and camquitzes wered ma etwo

vailable at market prices. Yet the prices went down

per cent on an average compared with the previous year,

or 48.4 per cent compa s

i with the previous year, pric on-
sum(;crm:gpoi)rc?g were cut é)own:_ 6.5 per cent m'L silk g:&:,
10.2 per cent in woolen fabrics, 15 per cenmm Ecant s,
31"' g—ecent in meat, 30 per cg-nt in e:ggs.t 5 per et 8

P oducts, 20 per cent in condiments, 8 pe in
Tan?ebl%; 7 pe’r cent in fruits, 10 per cem't in sugar,
P:rgec:nt in beer and 30 per cent in soda water.
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Changes of Prices in Dally Necessaries (1953=100)

: 1956 1958
Edible oil 59.0 57.8
Soy 30.2 30.2
Bean paste 40.5 40.5
Salt T3.T Y g
Marine products 39.3 34.4
Vegetables 237 17.4
Meat 56.9 - 28.0
Wine 48.3 47.9
Fruits 68.4 49.3
Cotton fabrics 73.8 73.8
Silk fabrics 77.6 72.6
Underwear 76.14 75.7
Hosiery 55.3 55.3
Rubber shoes 25.8 25.7
Soap 64.3 58.8
Cigarettes 59.6 59.6
Stationeries 31.8 314
Matches 276 - 27.6

The plan for 1958 in procurment by the state was also
overfulfilled and the volume showed a considerable in-
crease compared with the previous year: 20 per cent in
grain, 54 per cent in meat, 41 per cent in eggs, 50 per cent
in vegetables, 140 per cent in fruits, 160 per cent in cotton,
270 per cent in flax, 110 per cent in wool, 140 per cent in
fur, and 49 per cent in tobacco.

In 1958, economic relations with the Soviet Union, the
Chinese People’s Republic and other socialist countries
were further strengthened and trade with capitalist coun-
tries expanded. The total volume of our export grew 35
per cent over the previous year, of which the volume of
raw materials and semi-finished goods was reduced by
4.4 per cent while finished goods increased.

In 1958, accumulation for extended reproduction grew
greater in all branches of the national economy. The pro-
duction costs of industrial goods were reduced by 8.6 per

)

o

cent as against an average cost last year and 2.3 per cent
2s against the planned costs, and the cost in construction
and assembly was reduced by 9 per cent. The railway
transporfation cost was cut down by 9.6 per cent and the
expenses required in commodity circulation were econo-
mized by 35 per cent.

Last year incomes of our workers and peasants im-
creased considerably and the national income grew ap-
proximately 1.3-fold as against the previeus year.

Financial foundation of the state became further con-
solidated, and on the basis of it the Workers’ Party of Ko-
rea and the Government of the Republic raised wages of
workers and office employees by 40 per cent on an average,
effective from January 1, 1959. It was the fourth wage
raise since the truce.

Thanks to such successive measures taken by the
Party and Government, which make it the guiding prin-
ciple in their activities to ensure steady improvement of
ihe people’s living, the people's material and cultural
standards are rising at a rapid pace.

The monetary wagés of workers and office employees
in 1958 rose to 155 per cent as against 1956 and to 108
per cent compared with 1957. The cash incomes of work-
ers and office employees including the temporary subsi-
dies given to them in connection with the abolishment of
ration system on daily necessaries with the exception of
grain in 1958 grew to 125 per cent as agamgt the pre-
vious year. Thus their real incomes showed an increase of
13 per cent over 1957, or 1.6-fold compared with 1?49.d

i anniversary of the found-
O e o th?’ I({lh and Gove:gment gave the
ing of the Republic, the Party )
entire workers, technicians, office workers, armymen, mili-
tia men and students bonuses, 100 per cent of their month.
Iv incomes. and supplied the workers, office employees and
students with overcoats at the prices equivalent to 45
per cent of the costs.

The state funds allotted 1
security, to the work of sana

— o =

o social insurance and social
toriums and rest homes, edu-



cation, culture and public health w :
er ‘than in. the prev?ous year. G ol v

In 1958, new houses with a total floor space of 2,240,
000 square metres were provided to our workers and
office employees, 45 per cent greater than in the previous
year, and th_e number of those who went to rest homes
and sanatoriums to enjoy rest and medical treatment at
government expense increased by 22 per cent compared
with the previous year.

Thanks to the great change in agriculture in 1958
the real incomes of the peasants grew considerably and
their material and cultural conditions were further im-
proved,

The per peasant  household share in agricultural co-
ops in 1958 increased to 105 per cent in grain, to 115 per
cent in potatoes, and to 149 per cent in cash as compared
with 1957. The total value of common properties reached
approximately 68.6 billion won, 5,150,000 won per co-op
on an average and 65,000 won per peasant household.
Last year, the agricultural co-op members built modern
flats to accommodate 21,000 families, schools with a total
space of 243,000 square metres besides 883 kindergartens
and creches with their own funds. (The value of won is in
old currency.)

. The agricultural co-op members who had risen up for
the electrification of the countryside in response fo t
Party’s call constructed over 570 medium and small power
plants with the positive aid of the working class.

By the end of 1958, 67 per cent of the entire ri (vil
lages) in the countryside, or 49 per cent of the peasant
households, had electric lights, Now they are continuous!v
working to complete electrification within the next one or
two years.

‘ In 1958, great strides were made in cultural revolution.
00.

The policy of the Party and Government on combining
education with production has brought about a great
change in education, too.

In November I, 1958, the universal compulsory middle
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shool education was put into effect, and preparations for
tompulsory fechnical education are being pushed, ahead.

The enrollment in schools of all levels reached 2,380,000
il the beginning of 1958-1959 school year, 180,000 greater
lhfm the previous year. The number of graduates from in-
slitutes of higher learning grew 121 per cent and the num-
ber of graduates from higher technical schools 3.6 times
tompared with the previous year.

~ 143 various technical schools have dlready been set up
With an enrollment of over 15,000.

In order to raise the educational Jevel of all adults to
that of primary school graduates and junior middle schooi,
graduaies or higher, as of the end of 1958 over 6,100 work-
Ing people’s schools and over 2,900 working people’s mid-
dle schools were established. Now 1,370,000 working peo-
ple are studying in these schools.

Our cultyre and art has continuously developed and
is linked mt?rc closely with the popular masses.

In 1938, there were 668 theatres and cinemas in our
counfry and the number of theatre- and cinema-goers
showed an ‘increase of 14,900,000 compared with the pre-
vious year.,

Activities of art circles in cities, towns, rural villages
and i fishing villages became more vigorous. During
1938, 80,000 circles comprising 1,980,000 members gave
performances throughout the country.

Publishing also made greai progress. Compared with
the previous vear, 39,620,000 copies more of newspapers,
23,300,000 voiumes more of books, and 6,110,000 volumes
more of various kinds of text-books were published in
1958. Tn 1958, a nation-wide movement was uniolded for
promoting - cultural and sanitation work in urban and
rural districts, and prophylactic measures were taken on
a wide scale. During the year, 27 more hospitals were
built, the number of beds showed an increase of over
3.000: 621 establishments for ftreaiment of o_ul-patlcnlis
were newly built; and the number of dispensaries run by

agricultural co-ops grew 2.2 times.
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In consideration of {he increase in the number of
working, women special attention was paid to the protec-
tion of mothers. and children. In 1958, 591 more of estab-
lishments for the purpose were set up and the number of
beds increased by more than 40,000, Now more women in
confinement enjoy free maternily care in urban and rural
districts.

Thus the 1958 national €conomiic plan was overfulfil-
led successfully in every field and the socialist material
and technical foundation was further reinforced.

Socialist transformation was completed at all fronts
of the national economy. Thus all economic sectors are in-
tegrated into a single system of socialism. This has
brought about 2 remarkable advance in the nation’s so-
cialist industrialization, Moreover, with the completion of
agricultural co-operativization, our agriculture made an
epoch-making progress. The source of exploitation and
poverly was totally removed in cities and villages. The
living standard of the working class was raised markedl|y
and the people began to enjoy a new life and culture, And
& new socialist morality came into existence.

Thus, the democratic base in the North was streng|h-
ened politically and economically and the material foun-
dation for peaceful unification was further consolidated.

The great successes achieved in the course of carrying
“out the economic plan for 1958 testify to the correctness
of the economic policy pursued by the Workers’ Party of
Korea and the Government of ihe Republic, to the wise
leadership of the Party and to the unshakable unity and
patriotic devotion of the people firmly rallied around the
Party and Government headed by Comrade Kim 1| Sung.

In summarizing the achievements attained in the exe.
cution of the 1958 economic plan, the entire workers of
the country were convinced that they could finish the First
Five-Year Plan in 1959, more than two years ahead of
schedule. They are now putting all their energies to over-
fulfil the First “Five-Year Plan this year and bring the
great task set by Comrade Kim I Sung in his re-

SGE”

port in honour of the 10th anniversary of the D.P.RK,, to-
realization sooner, .

In his report on the occasion of the 10th anniversary
i the D.P.RK, Comrads Kim 1l Sung sei forth the pro-
grammatic {ask o increase the output in ihe‘ﬂfl_‘ilj%r ﬁrelinis
of industry within the next 6 io 7 years; electricity ,_.61- g E}
coal 3.6-fold, pig and granulated iron jSold, stee ‘d
lold, cement 4-fold, chemical fariilizers » 3.3-4.3-fold, ?nd
fabrics 4.6-fold, and the grain oufput }\'Hl l??. d{[mgb(fo{j
These production figures mean a per capita oulput U‘a i
kwh of electricity, 2.5 tons of cnal,_ 400 kg of - p1tlh e
granulated iron, 300-350 kg of steel, 500 kg of cgn}er} S
200 kg of chemical fertilizers and 50 metres‘;::f Ia_gggf.i{g
the per capita grain output will reach more t mﬂ. . d. :

The realization of the 1959 economic plan wl”.r:}:“ C((;frlz
sive in translating the vast programme laid f.im:n y Ko
rade Kim Il Sung info reality within the qe.\[‘- or.i f‘cie;l
instead of 6 or 7 years. Another great advance is ?'IQ)SUA
in every field of our national economy in the )?l?:- i(])? oy
not just a few per CCntL]i]'l(‘Tt‘.a.‘:.C compared wi e
ous years but many fold. : i

e ' ig advance in 1959, a vast (‘:lplia\‘_(,()t‘l
--rur;?iror? r;?glgga;ﬁa is to be carried.out with enl[zillabis:aizﬂ
:'1‘1@ construction of productive facilities as in arlteicu}laf-lv
lG‘r.cat«er investment \yill be made zrl'_ln;il;?gg{hplhc e
in the field of heav_vrmclust:‘ryi)'Fouc;:-fm,ﬁoréa’ Fhaptaien
mic  pAHCY. 8 S0k Nagkoes ‘(':r'lyc—hui'.diﬂg, eleciricity ﬂ}ld
portion Will €050 i, The ! oty the eid oL, HPRL tn:
coal indus'tr_les. i m\.eii,:]u::tries included, will keep
dustry, textile and fo:ml :

y, ¢ ‘ tride’ in 1959

growing industry will make a yet blgge:;ib;mrrloduction in
Hea\’y' Itin of the produciion of ““““‘:::”\‘

and the ralio output will grow METC-Crc 0 oo \ v

o industrial I yductive field

t 5 -Prc ikl . 3
Invesiment in the ll)lt&:lfl‘- lin\'t}SU“'-‘“l in capital construc

: ol Stiomt It is ex-
in 1959 Nt m'(i:i'nlnn to housing leb‘u;"l.idw!:;lu:"r o
tion, 12 per Cetntta\l“ floor space of four million
y ot
pected that a
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tres of dwelling houses will be builf for the workers and
office employees, while the agricultural co-ops will erect
modern houses to accommodate more than 80,000 fami-
lies. Besides, a vast construction programme is planned
for building educational and cultural establishments.
The year 1959 will witness another unparalleled in-
dustrial advance in our couniry. In order to bring the vast
1959 industrial plan to a successiul conclusion, Comrade
Kim 1I Sung called upon the entire workers, under the
slogan of “Iron and machinery is the king of industry,”

to put their energies into the production of iron and
machinery.

Under the correct guidance of the Party Central
Commitiee headed by Comrade Kim Il Sung our workers
will increase decisively the output of iron and . steel in
1959. They will build large-size blast furnaces and coke-
ovens while more open-hearth and electric furnaces will
be built. At the same time more steel shops  will come
into being with various rolling mills to increase the pro-
duction of various rolled steel products. Particularly
special steel needed in making tractors, excavators, frucks
and heavy machines will be iurned out in greater quanti-
ties. Moreover, the range of steel products will be enlarged
while new factories will turn out high-strength steel plates,
wire ropes and wire-nettings. Also the existing - facilities
for making gas pipes will be expanded.

With the development of the metallurgical industry, the
industry producing refractory materials ~will advance
rapidly. Rolling mills will be built to process the semi-
finished non-ferrous metal products and construction of
the electrolytic copper shop will be completed soon. Along
with these, the prospecting work will be steppegl up, the
mining of various ores will be increased, hydraulic mining
will be extensively employed in the mines, mechanization
and automation will be widely used. Mention also should
be made qf the extensive programmes of scientific research
work, of training technical personnel along with
measures for technical transformation.

Our machine-bulldm i
g industr
ﬂ?ﬁﬂ'ﬁﬁ advance in 1959, The up-to-date machine-build.

y will also register a re-

bigy €S are either adding or
Ming and pipe making shops,
Gble, 2nd heavy machine shops will
r machine-building industry  will
fmm_lng out, first of all, machinery and equipment needed
or the production of iron, steel and steel products, besides

¢ greal number of tractors and vehicles, and irrigation
Machines. z

During the year of 1959, {he power industry will be
stressed above all, as in the past. Generating ~ facilities
which have not yet been fully restored will Hbe put into
operation while the Dokro-gang Hydropower Station now
under construction wil

S All slart operation with two genera-
tors. Besides, a nation-wide drive will be carried on to
build medium- and small-scale power slations. So far, the

hydro-power resources were exclusively used . for power
generation bul many thermal power stations will be built.
To strengthen the fuel bases, the coal industry will
undertake an extended programme of ing new pits,
drilling in the existing pits, and of building  permanent
pits. At the same time, much invesiment is foreseen in the
mechanization of coal carrying in the mines while coal
depots and railway lines in the mines are to be extended.
Moreover, the hydraulic mining method which J)rormses a
big increase in coal oulput is to be widely used. !

In the field of trdnsport, the Samdequ-Sepo and Chiha-
ri-Pyongsan lines under construction will be completed in
1959, while the Danchun-Myongchun line will be electri-
fied. At the same time, moéor transport as well as maritime
tr will be extended. ' : _
jan'ls:,l?ef')r:‘.henﬂcaI industry will put emphasis on tgrnmg
out artificial fibre and chemical fertilizers. A new t.lr(ljalm}
factory under construction will be C“E“i')legcdloal}}godt 0
schedule. It will have an,annual capacily ol S éms.
Before the year is out, a methanol and ij{‘fma IFﬁaL;:ﬁ
will be completed besides potash lime, dye stuffs,
Penicillin factories.

expanding casting,
while many bearing,
be built or expanded.
make a big leap in
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- During the year of 1959, our light industry will im-
prove decisively the quality of its products. It is expected
that along with many up-fo-date factories numerous medi-
um- and small-scale factories will be put into operation.

The textile industry will keep expanding while faclories

for processing meats, vegetables and fruits, and producing

- edible oils and dairy producis will be built throughout the
couniry. Also more glassware and ceramic faclories will
be built. In 1959 the local industries will be reorganized;

factories will be located rationally, nearer to raw ma-
terial and consuming centres.

The main {ask confronting our fishing industry in 1959
is to promptly and effectively process and supply the fish
to the populace. Many fisheries on the east and west coasts
will be equipped with more freezing facilities and use re-
frigerator cars so that fresh marine products will be sup-
plied to the people. Moreover, the production of canned fish

will be increased and liver-oil factories will be built in
many fisheries.

~ Our agriculture, too, will make a big leap i 1959, and
irrigation, electrification and mechanization in the. coun-
tryside will be pushed ahead. During the year, 238,000
jungbo of non-paddy fields and 66,000 jungbo of paddy-
fields will be irrigated while 30,000 jungbo of farm land
will be protected from natural calamities. In order to
carry out such programme, some 22,000 ions-of rolled
steel, 220,000 tons of cement, 70,000 cubic metres of
lumber, and thousands of machines will be sent to the
countryside. Moreover, 133 transformer substations will
be added and 3,400 metres of transmission lines will be
laid. It is also expected that thousands of. tractors and
trucks will. be made available to the rural villages.

The a%ricultural co-ops will employ exiensively the

intensive farming method of deep ploughing, close plant-
ing, and heavy manuring to raisé grain yield. Livestock
breeding will also see a great advance. :

Commodity circulation will be enlarged to satisfy the
purchasing power of the working class as their incomes
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pr i i ing foodstuffs

ow. Improvement will be made in supplying :
ﬁ:rurbaﬁistricts and industrial goods to the countrys::l?:.
In Pyongyang, the democratic capital, and many other

" cities large scale construction will be carried out.

i he
ang, based on the achievements of 1958, t
buil?eri)ygleg;ﬂaﬁing to build by the 15th aun-mversarysc;]f (}{1}18
August 15 liberation in 1960 modern apartments for i
families, a 2,000-seat grand theatre, a 1,000-seat dr A
theatre, a 10,000-seat amphi-theatre bgszdes 5“;:1nl::m'
houses with a total seating capacity of 3,400, a Workers’
Palace with a floor space of more than 40.0()0 s%uha-i-g n:‘e;s
tres, a Youth Palace of 34,000 square metres, ad i tre t
Palace of 20,000 square melres and three ep?r me?n
stores with a total floor space of 37,000 square ‘me rgts. i
addition, two hotels with an accommodation capaci y“m
2,800, a liberation struggle museum and an arl musel; .
with a {otal floor space of 8,000 square metres ea_cﬂ.h
government building of 24,000 square metrfes. ? p;(l)?) 00%
ccmbinat of 79,000 square metres, schools o g
square metres and kindergartens, day nurseries wi e
total floor space of 45,000 square metres and 'i]flu e
healih -establishments of 82,000 square metres W
built. : : 23
important task that every branch of our na
tion‘:?oél;g;omvpofaces in carrying out t_hls‘ year g.nplar: g:
to raise the quality of products. This principle will ngoﬂs .
limited to industry, but cover tyzmsport. communiltc_a; con:
commodity * circulation, education, culture, capita |
stru&t:l%r;} e:tfe correct guidance of the Workers' Party of
Korea and the Government of the Republic headed b}f
Comrade Kim 11 Sung, the patriotic workers crtf our munI
try achieved such brilliant s_ucaieés;egﬁgmlng he year o
5 ir prospect is Indee ' :
'9"3&?@ 3113:1:1\? e _hopeful prospehité degrrglv Cor':lrl:g
around the Workers' Party of K.méea e yane g
) the entire workers Ol OUf co. 3 Y
K'[:Ima(}]o?]ugg'winaed horse towards new victories,
ane =



