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The Pinkiang Incident
June, 1939 |

In September, 1937, the Chinese Red Army in the Hunan-
Hupeh border district was reorganized into the First Regi-
ment of the First Detachnient of the New Fourth Army, in
!ccordance with the order of the Central Government. In
January, 1938, it was despatched to the front. Since then "'
it has been constantly engaged in active warfare against
the Japanese in the battlefields of the lower Yangtze Valley

The Regiment mamtamed a branch office in the rear (at
Pinkiang, Hunan Province) in order to render aid to the™™
families of the soldiers, to care for the wounded, and to i
reimburse the loans which the Regiment had raised among
the population during its period of reorganization. |

In addition to fulfilling the tasks of its own army, the
branch office has given every possible assistance to the
local authorities in mobilizing the people and suppressing
ibanditry. When the Japanese army was advancing south-
ward, after the capture of Hankow, local militia and ban-
dits in Hunan often took advantage of the chaotic situation
A to seize rifles from individual soldiers who had lost contact
A\ with the main body of the troops. The branch office of the
\New Fourth Army, however, gave a warm reception to the
iretreating soldiers, helping them to re-establish contact
{with their superiors. These unselfish acts won the respect
gand love of the local population, as well as high praise from
‘the Government authorities. And for more than a year
3and a half the branch office has been able to carry on its
E work In peace.
T
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It was on the 12th of June, 1939, that a bloody Incident
took place in Pinkiang. That afternoon a company of
- aiers belonging to General Yang Sen’s 27th Army
- made a sudden attack on the branch office of the N ew
~ Fourth Army. Colonel Tu Cheng-kung, in charge of the
office, and his assistant Lieutenant Tseng Kung-shen we
shot. In the evening, eight other members of the staff a

. their dependents, including Lieutenant-Colonel Lo Tse-mir
 were buried alive. .

~ The local authorities tried to keep this hideous crime
 secret, prohibiting the people from talking about it.

~ Immediately upon receipt of news of the Pinkiang Inc
~ dent, Chou En-lai, Communist leader and Vice-Director
- the Political Department of the National Military Counci
- made strong protests to the Central Authorities. The lat-
~ ter sent telegrams of inquiry to General Hsueh Yo, Com-
~ mander-In-Chief of the Ninth War District and to General
Yang Sen, Commander of the 27th Army Corps. These
~ generals responded with vague and evasive reports, each
- version of the incident contradicting the other.

On August 1, 1939, a mass meeting attended by more

than 10,000 people was held In Yenan in memory of the
~ martyrs of the Pinkiang Incident. In his speech, Mao Tze-
~ tung, leader of the Communist Party, said:

~ “We demand that Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek and the
National Government enforce the law protecting the safety
of revolutionaries and anti-Japanese comrades. We de- :
mand unity under the banner of resistance, solidarity and
progress! If the law remains unenforced, and if disruption
of unity is permitted, all our countrymen must arise and
fight for their just demands! The law must be enforced.
Unity must be realized. Sinister forces, disruptive ele-
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ments, reactionary ‘peace’ cliques must be mercilessly sup- i ,.;f‘:f

inki idents!”? v ¢
sressed. There must be no further Pinkiang Incidents! @«

These ringing words of Mao Tze-tung express not only" |

L
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ihe wish of the Communist Party, but that of all Chinese §\
patriots. i
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- Crimes of the Magisfrate of
Chinkiang, Kiangsu
November 24, 1939

Dear Fellow-Countrymen:

On November 8th and 9th, General Liang’s and another

brigade of our New Fourth Army engaged the enemy at

iuli and Hochiatsun in a battle lasting 36 hours, defeating

the Matsu, the Ikeda and the Yamamoto Detachments ot
the 15th Division of the Japanese army, with losses total-
ling 400 killed. This victory was the first along the Yang-
tze River since the evacuation of Nanking. e

 Immediately after fche_ victory, we discovered that three .
of our fighters had been murdered by the Magistrate of |

Chinkiang County. The circumstances were as follows:

after meeting serious defeat, the enemy returned to the of-

fensive with 4,000 cavalrymen. One of our soldiers from
the Liang Brigade and two men from the other special
brigade lost connection with the main forces in the course
of the fichting. Carrying their two rifles and one rifle they
had captured from the Japanese, they stopped at the house
of a villager, named Yang Shih-siao, in the village of Maku,

in the vicinity of Kaochuang, the sixth section of the Coun-

ty of Chinkiang. As it so happened, the special corps of
the Chinkiang County government was also stationed in the
village. Shamelessly, they seized the arms of our three sol-
diers, murdered the men, and did away with their corpses.
Chuang Mei-fang, the Magistrate of Chinkiang county, un-
der whose orders these crimes were committed, proceeded
to warn and to threaten the people of the village against

speaking of these deeds.




‘Greatly angered, the local people ignored the injuncti

of Chuang Mei-fang and hurried to New Fourth A

- Headquarters and reported the facts to us. 1
- the village and found many proofs of the crime, discovering
the body of the soldier of the Liang Brigade in the ri
~ nearby. - '

- Fellow-Countrymen : With the enthusiastic support of the |
~ people of the Yangtze Valley, our Army has engaged i
numerous ruthless struggles with the enemy, beating then

~ back and annihilating their forces. The Japanese fear u
~ as they would tigers. In addition to military offensives
they employ every means, especially political intrigues, t
destroy us. They spread calumny and they propagate anti
- Communism, in an attempt to destroy our Army, to defea
~ our war of resistance, to end guerrilla warfare in the Yang

tze Valley—all aimed at destroying China and enslaving the
Chinese people. "

All of this you know, and that is just why all the people
of the Yangtze Valley co-operate so closely with our Army
_ Supported by this co-operation, our Army has won many
. many victories. But Chuang Mei-fang, the Magistrate of
- Chinkiang, cannot lead the people in support of the war of

resistance. Quite the opposite, he Spreads anti—ComomuniSﬁ
propaganda to hinder the operations of our Army. Many
times he has murdered soldiers of our Army. In December
he murdered two of our representatives at Luchuang. In
September he murdered the entire family of Ma Feng, a
political worker of our Army. His actions are entirely for
the benefit of the Japanese. In order to appease public =
opi_glion, the Special Administrative Commissioner for the 3
~ District South of the Yangtze River put Chuang Mei-fang

~ on trial. o
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As an administrative official, Chuang Mei-fang should not

nave been duped by the Japanese. Sincerely hoping for

unity, we have borne with his conduct time and time ag‘a:.'iin',
.1 order to frustrate the enemy’s attempts to promote fric-

tion among us. But again Chuang Mei-fang has murdered

three of our fighters. Stubborn and cruel, he is no dif‘fer‘_-
ent from a Japanese agent. |

With the aim of strengthening our unity and of clearing

bad elements out of our anti-Japanese front, we make this l‘
And at the same time we .!-;ifli:'. %lfﬁﬁ |
have reported to higher authorities, so that this butcher of I |

incident public to all of you.

our anti-Japanese fighters may be given his due punish- .

ment, that the souls of our murdered comrades may rest i

in peace, that the anger of our whole Army may be ap-

peased, that the ugly, hidden reactionary elements in our
front may be cleared out, that our anti-Japanese united
front may be fortified, and that victory may be secured.

Fellow-Countrymen: We appeal to you to aid in exposing

and cleaning out these evil saboteurs, not pnly for the good
of our Army and the people of the Yangtze Valley, but for

the annihilation of the enemy and for our future vietory .

in the war of resistance.

(Sgd.) Political Department of the
New Fourth Army

November 24, 1939
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Reactionaries in North Shensi

Yenan (Sin Hua News Agency)

Since our war of defence entered its second stage, the |
Japanese have altered their tactics and are now concentrat-
ing on the political rather than the military offensive.
Their intrigues to provoke and to encourage surrender have
become more open, more concentrated and more fierce. The
followers of Wang Ching-wei, the Trotskyists and the reac-
tionaries have become more active and are intensifying
their efforts to create friction between the Kuomintang and
the Communist Party. There are some who aspire to be-
coming anti-Communist ‘“heroes” through their attacks on
the administrative integrity of the Border Region and on
the Eighth Route Army. There are those who make sabo-
tage of unity between the Kuomintang and the Communist
Party their profession. There are even some who, while
pretending to be Eighth Route Army men, buy Japanese
goods, smuggle opium and build up personal fortunes whlle
they exacerbate fmctlon

For instance, the Eighth Route Army Headquarters in
North Shensi has discovered that Ho Shao-nan (Special Ad-
ministrative District Commissioner of the Second District
of Shensi Province, county magistrate and concurrently
head of the Transport Department for the garrison force
in Suiteh), has ordered Kao Pu-yuan, Hu Chih-sheng and
three others (all divisional heads of the Transport Corps)
to forge Eighth Route Army armbands and passports oi
the 115th Division of our Army. Using the false creden-
tials, these subordinates have smuggled in large quantities
of opium for sale in Shensi Province. |

13
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D1scgvered in their crimes, these crlmmals have
arrested and handed over to the Headquarters of
- Eighth Route Army and of the Yellow River Defense Co
- for delivery to the Central Government for punishme
The authorities report that the criminals have been turned
over to General Cheng Chien and Commander Den of :
Generalissimo’s Provisional Headquarters in Sian.

following is the official charge forwarded to the Sian He:
quarters: |

- “To General Cheng Chien, Head of the Generalissim
Provisional Headquarters at Sian, General Yeh, Comma
er, and General Den, Commander—1n-Ch1ef

Pha reports of police headquarters in the district co
przsmg Suiteh, Meichi, Tanhsien, Wupao, and Ch1nch1

of the law, with degrading the reputation of the Eigh
Route Army in order to accumulate personal fortunes, a

with creating friction by disguising themselves as soldie
of the Eighth Route Army.

“I investigated these reports and found that Ho Shaoj
nan, Head of the Transport Department of the garrison af
~ Suiteh, had ordered his subordinates, Kao Pu-yuan, Fung
~ Chih-sheng and three others to issue forged passports an:

to co-operate with opium smugglers along the border o
Shensi Province. We seized quantities of opium and eight =
forged passports, which had been smuggled from Suiteh m} .
to Shansi. We also found forged passports of the 115th .
Division of the Eighth Route Army and a green umform
‘and armbands of the Eighth Route Army for 1939. a

“Examination secured confessions from Kao Pu- -yuan and
his fellow criminals that they had been duped by others,

14
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at they had smuggled and helped to smugg i
il;;nm and East Hopei under the name of the _Transport
Corps and that they had disguised themselves as ‘Eighth
noute Army men. We have detained the evidence and the

criminals and we are forwarding to you photographs of

ihese men and of all the opium, forged passp:orts, armbg,nds,
uniform, ete., that judgment may be made In the case.

“Further examination has revealed that the head of the

Transport Corps is concurrently Special Administrative | I 1l
Commissioner for Suiteh County and concurrently magis- | f'fg*-. |
{rate of the city of Suiteh. Since this official is the insti- i‘ h .:

cator of the crimes committed by his subordinates, and
since he is an official appointed by the National Government,
we ask that Ho Shao-nan be tried by your honours. The

-._-.: A
. s - . b |
conduct of Ho Shao-nan, a high official, 1s notorious; his o

crimes are detrimental to the reputation of the army and
the prestige of the Government.

“We await your judgment of these criminals.

(Sgd.) Hsiao Chin-kwang ’
Yellow River Defense Headquarters”

December, 1939

15
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Friction, Compromise, and Surrender |
By GENERAL PENG TEH-HUAI o

(An interview granted by General Peng Teh-huai, De- o

puty-Commander of the 18th Army Corps, Eighth Route -

Army, to Yun Tien, Correspondent for the Sin Hua Jih Pao,
Chungkmg, at his residence in Sian, December, 1939.) A e

Questlon' |
What is your xmpressmn of condltlons 111 the rear‘?

Answer: . .
Much that has come to my attention 1s unsa’tlsfactory

Since the disappearance of Hsien Hsia-fu, friction has in-
creased. Hsien Hsia-fu was the Chief Adviser of the Gen-

oral Staff of the Eighth Route Army and one of the first

oraduates of the Whangpo Military Academy, where he was
educated by Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek, himself. He

was kidnapped by reactionaries, taken to Nanshan and.mure
dered. This incident has never been cleared up. i

Other members of our Army have been detained from :

time to time; and recently members of political departments |
in Sian, Shensi Province, even seized five of our transport
trucks at night. Fortunately the head of Provisional Head-
quarters at Tienshui, General Chen, and Yang of the Gen- |
eral Staff executed justice in the incident and had the trucks

returned to us.

Recently, as I was returning to Sian from a conference
with General Yen Hsi-shan in Ichuan, I passed through San-
vuan on December 10th. It was troubled several times by
the gendarmerie searching the bus. East of Chianyang, al-
though 1 showed the police my passport and ldentlﬁcatzon n
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card, and permitted them to search me in accordance w
regulations, they detained me by force under the pret:
that I had not paid the tax for highway repair. eni
~declared that Communist “bandits” are not permitted to S|
ride on the buses. I did the only possible thing under
circumstances, I took the policeman, Chao Erh-hsin, to the
Provisional Headquarters at Tienshui for judgment.

A few days ago I went around to the bhookstores in Slan .
tor books and periodicals to take back to the front. I
nothing but publications by Trotskyists and reactionaries, .
who are bent on creating friction. Such publications wil
do no good to either national unity or the war of resistance

In the old days, the first Ch’in Emperor (Shih Huang Ti
264-210 B. C.) burned books and buried scholars alive
These atrocities are being repeated today. At a politica
meeting held in Sian a few days ago, the first item on the
agenda was “Anti-Communism.” Many people have re-
marked on this scandal; and if it is true, then certainly the
future of our country will suffer.

Question: _
What are the basic causes of this friction ?

Answer:

Such friction results from the rather widespread attempts
of the local authorities to check the activities of the various =
political parties. Such unfortunate measures are taken not
only in Sian but frequently in many other parts of the
country. For instance, there was the Hsin' County (Shan-
sui, West of Shensi) Incident, the Pinkiang Massacre, the BN
Choukuo Incident, not to mention the many conflicts along
the boundaries of the Border Region. The number of Com- =
munists, officers and soldiers, of the 18th Army Corps, who 4
have been killed or murdered by backward elements in |

18
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‘North China up to Augqu, 1939, totalled 1,417 men! Re-

cently it has been rumoured that prz}ctical programs for
t,ﬂe svuppression of Communists are being Worke:d out. Ru- .-
mor has it that they have gone so far as to d1scuss._ prac-
tical military measures against the Border Region of
shensi-Kansu-Ninghsia. | | |

‘Question:

What is the attitude of the 18th Army Corps toward
these military measures ?

Answer: |

At a time when our Eighth Route Army is desperately
fichting the Japanese in North China, we will undertake
defense of the Border Region against all attacks. And we
are prepared, if necessary, to station a strong garrison in
the Border Region for its defense against unfortunate in-
cidents caused by reactionaries and backward elements.
Our measures will be taken only for self-defense and be-
cause under present conditions we have no other alter-

native,

Question : | ‘

Do the Generalissimo and General Cheng Chien }(now of
the plans for “The Control of the Activitie§ of Alien Par-
ties” and “Practical Plans for the Suppression of Commu-
nism’’ ?

Answer: _ |
Chen Shao-yu (Wang Ming), representative of the Corllll-
munist Party in Chungking, showed “The Con‘tr.ol o t i
Activities of Alien Parties” to Generalissimo Chiang Kai-
shek. The Generalissimo stated that he had been SPOWII
such a program before and that he had not endorsed it.

On the 11th of December I called on General Cheng Chien
19




and 'asi{Ed him if he knew anything of these 'plans to
~ bress Communism. He replied that he did not.

These circumstances demonstrate the outrageous

- acter of the secret intrigues of the Trotskyites.
‘that have not been endorsed by the Generalissimo
spread all over the country and officers made
parations without consulting their sur
sponsible for order in the Northwe

should be meted out to such criminals who intenti_{)ﬁ
undermine unity and sabotage the war of resistance,

such steps have not been taken, I very much regret tos |

Is it true that Ho_ Shao-nan creates frictibn in N
Shensi Provinee ? |

Answer:

Yes, it is true, Ho Shao-nan has engaged in various .

Uvities in North Shensi that are detrimental to hoth 1

tional unity and the war of resistance. He is corrupt a
criminal in his defense of and Co-operation with unseruy
lous merchants, who Smuggle silver out of the region.
double—dealer, he detains his erstwhile colleagues and ¢
fiscates their belongings. He has organized gangsters

murder’ Eighth Route Army men, prohibited the peo
from selling food-stuffs to the Eighth Route
In opium on 5 large scale and forged armbands of
Eighth Route Army——-all aimed at provoking friction
tween the Army and the people. The beople of the regi

have come to the Headquarters of the Eighth Route Ar1

nsi and denoune
Now Ho Shao-nan is in Sia

en before the courts of la
20

and to the Provincia] Government of She
the crimes of Ho Shao-nan.

_but he has still not been tak

st. Severe punishy

stion: ey C A
'QquIZW can this tendency to split unity and to surrender be

overcome ?

Answer: -'

At the present time the best way to pass through !;he
crisis and strengthen the war of resistance is by. q@nlmumg: e
i;ﬁ fight the Japanese, increas:e democracy, effeciwe y exea L
cz:;s_’i;emthe Three People’s Principles of Dr. Sun Ya -sen, con

voke the National Congress, practice universal suffrage,

publish the constitution which s‘hould protect the mterest? .
U:E?"" the majority of the people, and guaraptee .freedz?t }(:e |
speech, the press, organization, thought apd bellef. i 't' i
ééme fime, we should resolutely exterminate the trai 0TS

in our anti-Japanese camp—the followers of Wang Ching-

wel, the Trotskyists and the reactionaries—who do nothing

but provoke friction. In the third place, following the prin-

ciples of equality and democracy, both the Kuomintane and

the Communist Party should closely co-operate 1n the mob-

tization of the people for the ficht against splitting,- com-

promise and surrender.

Question:

What is the strategy of the Japanese in North China._-_

today ?

Answer:

The military offensive of the enemy is embodied in their

vigorous “mopping-up” campaign, aimed at ?out'ing,.us' fr:}iz
all the anti-Japanese bases. Along communication lines

i : ¢ . of
Japanese are enforcing economic blockades; while much

their attention is paid to the fortification of their own
bases.

The political offensive is carried on under the g’usls:e a0§
‘befriending” the Chinese people, The Japanese sp

21
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‘rumors, provoke friction and propagate anti-Communis;
order to win over the reactionaries. The Japanese are

Ing their best to destroy our national consciousness by
simulating vicious slanders. |

In spite of the fact that the intrigues of the Japanese |
their offensives have been defeated, the war situation

North China is still critical. Although the Japanese
strong, they are not to be feared.

What is important is that policies of “
and “control of the Communists” provoke friction; and f
tion weakens our strength in the war of resistance. -_
these fantastic programs are not quashed, then the ene
will be aided in his work of “conquering China with C
' If friction can be eliminated and if we can progres
toward democracy, then we can carry on the defense o
North China and the Northwest, which is fundamental t

successful prosecution of the whole war of resistance. =

anti-Communis

22
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An Appeai to Generalissimo
Chiang Kai-shek

December 22, 1939

For three years peace and order have reigl}ed indChgllg;
yang, Hosui, Chengyuan, Chengning, Huanhiiezsa?n é)un; .
i in Eastern Kansu Province, as we yi
gr?;néfsnghua Counties in Central ShenSL_ KThese Nc?x?;}fzz
] hensi-Kansu-
I ithin the boundaries of the S : :
ll;?)r:;; 111-; 1Region, the Eighth Route f‘irmy havmg. bein des
éignated by Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek to station troop
in this area.

Last summer Central Government ;roNzﬁsg }slgiclilenéi fﬁizee:.

unvi and besieged Chengyuan an b
I?iedjiration resulted only in a temporary lull. lRecil:grzlir::g
ilar incidents have occurcll'edbon ﬁﬂ?:(?:rciﬁ lg.ander s

roent report made Dy ' _

%%e?—lz:hgf commander of our garrison at Chlr}gy;?ﬁ, }cllsaii(i;i
December 10, the Peace Preservation Co'rps. in . hge Cenj
supported by one regiment of .the 97th Division or g
tral Army, launched a surprise attac%{ uI]J_:)n 0'111‘his attack.
force, a battalion commanded‘ by Ma,]():'(‘ 0. : ed b
was preceded by the explosion of".mmes lp ccret]y o
neath the garrison town by means of tunnels se€ i
heforehand. The battalion suf‘fel:ed heavy }oss;as,wounded.
men being killed and Major Lo, h}mself, serious :;rl B
The survivors, hurriedly evacuating the tov{)r'n, fl fofces i
another unexpected attack from the com l(;leetachment .
the Sifeng Peace Preservatiop Corps and 31 .
the 97th Division, whose obJeFt unc}oubte ey
nihilation of the whole of Major Lo’s force.

23




. And it is reported that the 165th

~ On the 12th of December the Magistrate of Hoshui Cc
ty personally led the Peace Preservation Corps of t
: County in a surprise attack on Brigade Commander Wan
 forees. At midnight on the 14th, the 51st Regiment .
~ the 97th Division at Chengyuan, together with a battalion
of infantry, a company of artillery and the local Peace Pre-
- ser | attacked our garrison, inflicting many ca;

. Sérvation Corps, )
ualties. On the 16th our battalion fought its way out ¢

_ the siege.

On the 14th, branch headquarters of Colonel Wang’s
Brigade at Sifeng was attacked. Meanwhile, the garrisons
0f Central Government troops at Chuyupa, Taiping, Chih-!
chen, Paichiapan and Tentzechen, and the local Peace Pre

~ servation Corps, successively attacked our forces.
. communication lines

ward Sifeng for large-scale action against the Eight
Route Army. |

~ nia, reconnoitered several times over Ninghsien and Cheng
yuan Counties. It is also reported that the notorious Trot
skyists, Yeh Ching, Chang Mu-tao, and Chang Kuo-tao, sec
Tretly returned to Sifeng from Lanchow, with a view to
destroying unity and fomenting ecivil war. ¢
time, the commander of the 57%th Regiment of the 97th
- Division made a speech to his men at Chihchen to the effect
that he had received orders from above to annihilate the |
Eighth Route Army ; he said that the 97th Division and the
16o0th Regiment were to attack Eastern Kansu, while the

New First Army would attack our garrison at Tingpien,
and the _Second Division attack Luhsien. |

ACcor-ding to another urgent report, forces have been
mobilized in Central Shensi Province for new attacks on the

24
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f‘ightﬁRoute Army. On the _13th, th_e; Mag‘i'strate omeh-
ggen moved his Peace Preservation Corps to Yungloch?—:;lg,:
:;x o Commander of the 97th R§g1ment of the Piiace hf;re-: .
;é_ifva.tion Corps of Sunyi led his forces ‘tp L}mi 1911(5r '6?1’ S
;mre Central troops have poured into Hsinminchen, Tien-

tsangchen, Pingtzechen, Wuhanchen and Chitienchen, with

the aim of attacking Eighth Route Army forces in ‘Central : ’;
%hmm and the Shensi-Kansu-Ninghsia Border Region. |

Under the leadership of the Central Qow*erilme;}t aEI}u'i _ 1:;1}13}? |
Cepneralissimo. since the beginning of the war, the Kig
T AL b LK 9 & | LW wr .

Route Army has courageously defended North China. Our il

garrisons in the rear have never gone beyond the l:l)lougda- :
;i_es of the twenty-three Counties assigned to us by the Cen-

tral Government. wi S Wi
but a few miles from our positions, and genuine unity of

all our forces is required to repel the enemy, how can we

afford to indulge in internecine struggle? It is shocking to

hear that an officer of the Central Government forces claims

to have received orders for the destru_cti_qn of .th.e_ Eiglilt}{ _.
Eau‘te Army. While the Japanese are mtenmfymg_ t Qll
éolitical intrigues to split our unity, and are advocatlllng. in :
anti-Communist crusade, we should reply by strengtheni Ig
our unity. | '

We have instructed our troops to remain calm and self-

as the leader of the nation, to pu!; a stop to the ufcxlllaﬁgl
acts reported above, so that our unity may be strengthened,

and internal friction be first localized and then eliminated.

(Sgd.) Chu Teh, Lin Piao, Liu Pal:-chﬁl,
Kao Kang, Peng Teh-%lual, Ho
Lung, Lin Tsu-han, Hsiao Chin-

kuang.

December 22, 1939

At a time when the Japanese lines are

nossessed : at the same time we appeal to the Generalissimo,




Telegram of the Eighth Route Army
to the Central Government
January 23, 1940

To Hon. Lin Sen, President of the National Government, [
Chungking; Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek, Chairman of ‘ :
the National Military Council and President of the Execu- ||
tive Yuan; Hon. H. H. Kung, Vice-President of the Exe-
cutive Yuan; Hon. Yu Yu-jen, President of the Control
Yuan; Hon. Sun Fo, President of the Legislative Yuan; Hon. (|
Tai Chi-tao, President of the Examination Yuan; Hon. Chu [l
Cheng, President of the Judicial Yuan; Hon. Tan Cheng,
Vice-President of the Judicial Yuan; Members of the Peo-
ple’s Political Council, Members of the Central Committee
of the Kuomintang; Members of the Leading Committees |
of the several War Districts; General Cheng Chien, in [l
charge of the Generalissimo’s Headquarters at Sian: -

According to current newspaper reports, General Chen
Cheng, Director of the Political Department of the Nation-
al Military Council, in his recent speech at Shaokwan,
Kwangtung, made a statement to the effect that the Eighth
Route Army merely roams about the country and does not
strike at the enemy, citing as proof the absence of wound-
ed soldiers in Yenan, etec.

While the authenticity of these reports is still in doubt,
we must point out that it was none other than Wang Ching-
wei who first raised an outery against the alleged “aimless
wandering’’ of the Eighth Route Army. Traitors every-
where responded to Wang Ching-wei’s charge, using it as a
slogan to defame our Army and to disrupt the solidarity
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between the Kuomintang and the Communist Party. ¥
 trust, therefore, that General Chen Cheng, who is an i
. telligent man, did not actually utter such a piece of irr
~ sponsible and senseless slander. | |

- The rank and file of our Army, however, on hearing
- this news, could not but experience mixed feelings of dig-
~ tress and high indignation. It is an indisputable fact that
the fighting front of the Eighth Route Army extends to

~ the sea in the East, and to the desert in the North. And
- It 18 no exaggeration to say that our Army stands in the
forefront of resistance to J apan. Of the total of forty Jap-
 anese divisions sent to China, seventeen are engaged in
- fighting the Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies. This
~ means that these two Armies have succeeded in engaging
- more than two-fifths of the Japanese forces in China. For
~ the last two and a half years, all the fighting fronts of the
- Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies have been held in-

tact. In the vicinity of the strategic cities and towns of

- Kweisui, Tatung, Kalgan, Kupeikou, Peiping, Tientsin, Tsi-
~ nan, Tsingtao, Hsuchow, Pukow, Nanking, Chinkiang, Wu-
- sih, Wuhu, ete., in fact within but two or three miles of all

- these centers, there proudly flies our national ensign, held
~ aloft by the Eighth Route and the New Fourth Armies.
~ In the last two and a half years the casualties of the Eighth
~ Route Army have reached a hundred thousand, while it has
_ inflicted more than two hundred thousand casualties upon

the enemy, capturing more than twenty thousand men and
~ forty thousand rifles.

- The Eighth Route Army receives a monthly allowance of
$600,000 for its 220,000 soldiers, averaging $2.72 per soldier
per month. With the fall of the exchange rate of our na-
tional currency, the real value of the monthly allowance
amounts only to $150,000, averaging 638 cents per soldier
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per month ' Nb other army anywhere in the Countryre- i
ceives such poor treatment. | S

On occasion, units of two to three thousand men have
been promoted to the rank of an army; other units of Sevent .:
to eight thousand men have been given the rank of aP
army corps. But the three fighting diVls%ons_ of the El;ght_a_ f ‘
Route Army still remain without proportionate recogmtlon. |

The Eighth Route Army has done its part fqr thg wh_ql_e, \ |
nation. Yet these slanders charge that “the Eighth Route B ,} |
Army merely roams about the country _apd_ does not strlke i
at the enemy,” that it is wrong to mob1!1zez the masses for
the realization of the Three People’s Principles 'of IDr. Sun || _‘
Yat-sen and of the Programme for Armed Res1s1:a_nce and Ji |
National Reconstruction, that it is wrong to recover __lqs_t
territories and to establish local anti-Japanese Pthl,cal pow- ti ,
er, that it is wrong to help the growth of the people's armed.j--.-

forces and to strengthen the anti-Japanese bases. Whgt
could be more absurd than this idle chatter?

e e

Despite the icy weather of North China, our p_oquy—clad_ Tt
and meagerly-equipped Army has never fpr a moment_ re- ﬂ14|
laxed in its fight against the enemy, fulﬁllmg 'a,ll the ordeI:.S | T'J
of the high command and carrying out the will of thetpfeo;' E.l |
ple. Truly, the Eighth Route Army has dope_: its bes o
Yet these insufferably vicious .Slal'lde‘]?i's
are circulated. Could there be more monstrous inj ustlce_. . 'a

the whole nation.

In Hopei, Shansi, Suiyuan, Chahar and Shantung PEO:V_ ., :
inces, the Eighth Route Army has recovered lost terﬂ 0 - Ll
and established anti-Japanese bases, which defend thefv’?ﬁe i |
central plains and all Northwest China. The tasks of |

Bighth Route Army are numerous and urgent; 1ts aChli\EZ:
ments real and unimpeachable. Yet there are comme

tors who proclaim that anything done by the Eighth Rou e._. |
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Army is wrong and must be wiped out. Those very ge
erals and officials, who only yvesterday abandoned their te
ritories and ran away in the face of Japanese onslaugh
now order their forces to attack the rear of the Eighth
Route Army and call such action “recovery of lost terri-
tories.” They destroy cur anti-Japanese bases, annihilate
our guerrilla fighters, disband our mass organizations, and
murder local functionaries. They make every effort to
create internal conflict, which would mean the destruction

- of the entire nation. Is it possible to find in history epi-
" sodes more disgraceful than this ?

The Shensi-Kansu-Ninghsia Border Region, comprising
twenty-three counties, is the rear of the Eighth Route
Army. Official recognition of this Region has never been
granted. Furthermore, special agents have been sent into |
the Region to create disturbances inside, while huge armies
have been sent to surround it. One day they raid a city,
another day they seize a county. All this they call “recov-
ery of lost territory,” “overthrowing the rebel border re-
gion,” and “destruction of the rebel Eighth Route Army
and its rear.” Thousands of these unfortunate incidents

 have occurred. Yet our fighters on the anti-Japanese fronts
stand firm, refusing to budge an inch. Thus the Eighth

Route Army has demonstrated its boundless devotion to
the whole nation.

The Sian-Yulin Highway and the Lunghai Railway are

transportation lines leading to the Eighth Route Army.
These two lines are dotted with spec

Members of the San Min Ch

kidnap travelers along them. “Reception houses” have

been established for the sole purpose of “rectifying youths
who blindly follow the Eighth Route Army.”
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Students of
the Anti-Japanese University apparently have no right to

ety

~activities.

iravel f-feely. Once kidnapped, they disa’x,)pear. Tpgy are
Fgrced to sign “statements of repentance” and to join the
':"tr.aining corps.” Many innocent young people have been
persecuted in this way.

i d concerning the
Incontestable evidence can b(? produce
theft of cars belonging to the Eighth Route Army and the
forging of that Army’s official passes.

These are merely a few examples of the unceasing un-
lawful acts, which if not stopped_ are boEmd.. to underraung |
éur national judicial system, impair the dignity .of our ke?l-
tral Government and make our country a laughing-stock in
the family of nations.

The insolent audacity of the special detecﬁive agenmes
knows no bounds. They have even established gradeO
nrizes for captured Eighth Route Army men—$200 to $320
for first class workers, $150 to $200 f01: second cla§s, $ ;
to $100 for third class. Thousands of dispatches, mrculad-
ing false, baseless rumors, have been sent out. A 1_:reme;1 -
uu_;; amount of money has been squandel:ed for filsrup ive
In Hunan Province, the Pingkiang In01den1z took
place: while in Honan there was the Chuehsha? Inmdent.
A series of repressive measures has been puit ’mto eﬁ?ﬁc :
the so-called “Procedure for Curbing the Ac:tlwtles of. Alien
Political Parties” apparently being insufficient. This was

supplemented by “The Procedure for Handling thfProl;\lTeg
of Alien Political Parties” and was followed by “The Ne

Working Plan for Handling Alien P‘ol‘itical I?arties.” tT'l;iﬁlg-
mg classes have been organized, th(?l]:‘ curricula (.;01;11 a; s
nothing but methods of promoting internal conflict.
Communist outcries grow louder and louder.

Does not this gathering storm seem to indicate that there

of .




~ nation and confident of the brightness of the future.

- numerable scandals are hidden behind veils ; government of

is a movement toward repetltmn ef the dlsastroue-.;-tr-'
~of ten years ago?

Yet the E1ghth Route Army, endurmg untold hards-
~and bearing heavy burdens, has remained tolerant in
~ attitude, realizing as it does that resistance to our powerfy
common enemy must stand above all other problems.

~ Eighth Route Army is conscious of its responsibility to

In the course of the nation-wide anti-Japanese war, dui
ing the last two and a half years, China has clearly sho
 brogress in the military field, but has failed to show prj:__.
‘ress in the political field. Corrupt officials and greedy loca
gentry are running amok everywhere. They profit fr_e
the national crisis. They thrive on internal conflict. In

H

ficials shield each other, preventing true information fr
reaching the highest authorities. This is a warning Slg
~of national disintegration. The situation has developed t
such a point that our valiant Army, fighting under me
 difficult conditions, is subjected to disparagement, the real
of our Army is threatened, vital communication lines a
mtelrupted H’ sueh a situation is tolerated much longer

An ancient proverb says, “When high officials retra
Irom talking, minor officials must speak.” - We cannot re
- main indifferent to the cries of our men who are fighting
the enemy, nor can we remain silent ourselves. Continu

tion of the present abnormal conditions will be detriment
to both the interests of national unity and those of %
anti-Japanese war. --

After thorough deliberation, we respectfully request ye
to dispatch General Chen Cheng to the front, so that .h

D2
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-conduct an 1nvest1gat10n on the spot and so that he
ﬁiir obtain a clear picture of the casualties suffered by the

pichth Route Army, the number of Japanese it has cap- '.
tured, the square miles of territory it has recovered, the - i

sumber of battles it has fought, the number of times its
rear has been disturbed and its communication lines in-

terrupted, ete.
concern over the fate of frontline fighters, we are confident

he will not refuse to come, and we are ready to extend a | ! E‘l

hearty reception to him. Such a trip could dlepel the rumors-'
and stop the campaign of slander, end the disturbances and
block the activities of treacherous elements, re-establish
justice and cement solidarity between the front and the

rear, thus insuring successful prosecution of the anti-J a,_pe-i |

nese war.

Signed : _
The Eighth Route Army

Chu Teh, Commander-in-Chief
 Peng Teh-huai, Vice Commander-in- Chlef
Wang Chia-hsiang, Head of Pohtleal Department

115th Division

Lin Piao, Commander
Chen Kwang, Vice-Commander
Lo Hsiung-wan, Commissar

120th Division

Ho Lung, Commander |
Hsiao Keh, Vice-Commander
Kuan Hsiang-ying, Commissar

129th Division.
Liu Peh-cheng, Commander

23

Knowing General Chen Cheng’s profound j




- Hsu Hsiq.ng-chien, Vice-Commander -
Teng Hsiao-ping, Commissar
| Shansi—HOpei-Chahar Border Region
Nieh Y.ung-cheng, Commander

~ Central Hopei Corps

el | -
e Lu Cheng-tsao, Commander
Cheng Tze-hua, Commissar
Shantung Corps
i | Cpang Ching-wu, Commander
_ ' Li Yu, Commissar

Shensi-Kansu-Ninghsia Border Region

Hsiao Chin-kwang, Commander

January 23, 1940

i
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‘Résumé of the Shansi Incident
January 28, 1940 '

Since the establishment of the Republic of China (1911-),_ i

General Yen Hsi-shan has been known as the “model gov-
ornor” of Shansi Province. General Yen was among the
first generals to undertake the anti-Japanese fight. In the
winter of 1936 he led his Shansi and Suiyuan armies against
the Japanese, under the slogan: “Defend our land! Resist
the Japanese!” The Suitung, or East Suiyuan, battles

brought much honor to China and were the prelude to the o

present war of resistance against Japan.

. i | : o ';11 '
Before July 7, 1937, General Yen Hsi-shan had the fol- ‘.;';_ |

lowing four armies:

61st Army, under General Chen Chang-chieh, 1 South-
west Shansi; ' T |

19th Army, under General Wang Ching-kuo, in the North—
west; i g

13th Army, under General Sun Tsu, in Southeast Shansi;
nd a cavalry detachment under General Chao Chen-shou
in the Northwest.

These four armies are the main bulk of his “old army”
and they total about 100)regiments. They have followed
General Yen for many years but they are reactionary and
have no fighting spirit. The fall of Tatung, which was
defended by General Li Fu-ying, an officer of General Yen's

Old Army, who was later executed for delinquency,

strengthened General Yen's belief that it was necessary

‘to organize new forces to safeguard Shansi Province.

515'




The New Army that was formed now comprises 40
ments. It was organized at the start of the war of r
-ance, although the detachments were only formally

nized last spring (1939). The N ew Army includes the f
- lowing: T

(1) Detachments of citizen-soldier troops organized’:i '
the Suitung War. :

- (2) The Anti-Japanese Youth Volunteers, formed at T
yuan, Shansi Province, on August 1, 1937. Most of the
members have been active in the National Salvation
~ crifice League, the most powerful patriotic mass organiza- * |
- tion in Shansi Province. On September 21, 1937, these

lunteers were sent to the Wutai District to participate ing
~active armed struggle against the Japanese forces. Af
the fall of Taiyuan, the military authorities in Shansi |
organized the Cadet Training Corps into the Youth Volu
teers. Since then, the Youth Volunteers have been steel

el
.
L™
-
ra wlr
L .

4 i

In constant battles against the invaders. With the support
A y ; R e ﬂ
of the masses, they will become an invincible force. E

(3) The Workers’ Defense Corps which was organized
the workers in Taiyuan under the leadership of the Na-
fional Salvation Sacrifice League. Since the fall of
yuan, its members have been carrying on guerrilla warfare
in Western Shansi. They have struck repeated blows
the Japanese forces in Wenshui, Chaochen, Fenyang, ete

and they have established a firm anti-Japanese base there

<
Rl -
nr ._.'-.I-{I.‘l P
B

,,,,,,,

(4) The Political Defense Corps, organized in the spring S
of 1939. Their special function is protection of anti-Japa- Sl
nese political power. They are chiefly composed of workers
and peasants, the leaders being selected from the Youth
Volunteers. E
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' | , Art 'bél'on'g to the National

The soldiers of the New @rmy . ot
é ;vation Association, the chief mass .moven}:en't }11.';:1 fhaaff1
P?«@vince. The slogans of the Al:my are: “Kig 9 ;m? |
.nd! Consolidate all political parties for one common al .

Build democracy!”

The Political Commissérs are the highest authf)ritiess i;‘l
thg New Army. They are responsible to the Eatm;al | al.f-
- ' b 1 Yen Hsi-shan, himsell.
vation Association and to Gel}era ¢ s
ﬁ ' ' litical as well as military atian
They supervise and direct po : . B
in t ' ly differs from tha .
in the army. This system widely - .
erilther the Central Government Armies or the Eighth Route

Army.
The New Army is divided into four detachments:

1st D.étachment, led by Pei Yih-po, in Nortl{west Shansi 1; o

2nd Detachment, led by Chang Wen-—houi in Southwest
Shansi; _ | "

3rd Detachment, led by Yung Tze-ho, in Southeast Shan
si; and | |

4th Detachment, led
Shansi.

The New Army has played a splendi hrolg indthefdirf;;lsz‘
: ' Ined thousands OI ]

of Shansi Province. It has traine __‘
cadres and rallied about one hundred thousand young Woll.’l'k_
ors and peasants. It has well earned the enthusiastic ts‘nll)e ;
port of the people of the Province; _but gt the same 1nof
't has aroused the hatred of reactionaries, who are o
interested in the final victory of the anti-J gpani&‘:e th;
and who prepare to capitulate to Japan by dlsrup mg tic
National United Front. | |

Because of basic political differences the Qld .andoﬁtiez
Armies have been at loggerheads since the beginning
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war. The first open clash came at the Senior Officers
terence (held in Chiuling, Shansi, spring of 1939). T
the New Army officers advocated destruction of all ¢
walls, maintenance of the political commissar system, eq
~ payment for officers and men. These proposals were

opposed by the officers of the Old Army. Thus has dey
oped mutual distrust between the two. "

Instances of illegal arrests of progressive district mag
trates, and of members of the National Salvation Associa= !
tion, of disarming units of the New Army and of killing ™
political workers, were frequent occurrences long bef
. recent large-scale incidents between the two armies.

~ These latter began in November, 1939. At that tir
after reaching a secret understanding with the officers
the Old Army, the Japanese forces in the area sudde |
withdrew to West Shansi. Then Chen Chang-chi, Wang =
Ching-kuo and other reactionary commanders of the 0 S
Army, who had been responsible for earlier reverses in t
Province, mobilized 47 regiments and systematically carri
out a planned attack on the Shansi New Army. On Nove
ber 29, Chen Chang-chi’s 61st Corps besieged the he
- quarters of the Sixth Administrative District and the In

pendent Second Brigade stationed at Huangtu village, neai
Hsihsien. After a day of fierce battle, the brigade, led bs
its political commissar, broke through the siege,

On December 3, Wang Ching-kuo’s 19th Corps, after de
taining Pai Han-shan, Commander of the 196th Brigade
of the Shansi New Army, attacked the Brigade, and caused
it to suiler casualties numbering half its forces. On thé
same day, the 209th Public Defense Brigade of the Sixth
Administrative District Defense Corps was also attacke
Eleven regiments of the New Army, which succeeded

o8
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preaking through the. siege, withdrew toward Northwest L

- \ i mercilessly at--
| :  En route they were several times mercl A
?;13{1;85 by' the Old Army. These encounters result-e_d__ in

losses on both 'sides.

ilo. 2 ’ lry corps and Kuo II

1) Meanwhile, Chao Cheng-shou's cava and B9 I
Chs.nzg-feng’s 33rd Corps attacked the New Army 1n North el
The New Army hastily but valoroqsly de—_ e

fended itself. The attackers, being defeated Wl‘ghdrew E l .. |
.;outh of Lishih. There are now about twenty reglments W

west Shansi.

of the New Army concentrated in Northwest Shansi.

(2) Sun Tsu, Commander-in-Chief of the 13th Army
Corpé after arriving in Southeast ShanSI, secretly 0011('1' i
ferred with the officers of Central Government forcesl,l al::l - 1
secured their consent to attack the New Army, the e"‘;n "W

uarters of the Fifth Administrative District, anq a nu - |
: On December 9, Liu Kan's HHI‘N
troops, belonging to the 93rd Corps ot 15139 Cegl:rall (?;;V;I;- . 51\{'
- ’ . ivel sisted In the raid on e 10 B i ,-[.'};I-!
ment Army, actively as In this raid, the chairmen 1 '.

ber of county governments.

: it of Tsinshui County. rald. IEn
iiflir}?: I'1I‘hir<fl and Fifth Administrative Districts were killed.

Chen Wu’'s troops, belonging to Cl}en Ti-chun’s 831'{1 Di;z
sion also participated. Li Chi-hsiang’s troops, belong

to the 4Tth Corps, besieged the local government in I’isf; |
County. This battle lasted four hours, resulting In mOTe - f |

ies, i ino the death of one de-  {i
than one hundred casualties, including the The troops [

ent head of the county governmenfc.
zzzlt?d the Public Safety Bureau and carried taw’ayt ;15)12;2
than 400 rifles. On December 19, Peng Yu-pn:lg % el
of the 14th.Corps raided the locgl government Hmn e
County, executing the government head, Loh liofh gt
On December 21, Pang Ping-hsun’s troops ot the

: 0N
attacked the local government of Lingchuan County |

L S
December 26, Fan Han-chi’s 46th Division of the 28th CQI’P
ng




attacked the Kaoping County local government, while ¢t
27th Corps attacked the headquarters of the Fifth Adm |
istrative District. In addition to the loss of two whole
ments of the New Army, the toll taken by these attacks =
reached more than 500 officials of various county governs
ments, functionaries of the National Salvation League and =
other mass organizations, and more than 70 members
the Eighth Route Army, all of them brutally
- Reactionary leaders are preparing, together with the
tral Government Army, to initiate new attacks against
Third Administrative District. |

(3) Japanese forces in Southwest Shansi co-ordinated
their movements with the murderous attacks of the Old
~ Army. They sent gifts of food supplies and ammunition
to the Old Army. At Shuangchu town, the Japanese gave
quantities of “articles of comfort” to the Old Army. At
Touchuikuo, Chen Chang-chi, Commander of the 61st Corps,
exchanged telephone messages with the J apanese Army and
even assisted the Japanese in recruiting Chinese soldiers.
Wang Ching-kuo’s troops of the 19th Corps appointed a
traitor, president of the Japanese puppet organization in
S1 County to the post of county magistrate.

Kuo Chung-feng, Commander of the 33rd Corps, in his ad-
dress to the troops, said: “Our enemy is the New Army and
the Eighth Route Army. In striking against the New
Army, we do not have to worry about the Japanese. They
will not attack us. They will help us and will co-ordinate
their movements with ours. If the New Army strikes back 4
and our reinforcements do not arrive in time, the only way @ .
is to ask help of the third party”—which means the Japa-
nese troops stationed at Lishin and Liuchi.

-
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It is reported that for some time Wang Ching-

wei’s rep- 8
resentatives have been very

active in Shansi Province. Yen
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ilies. The New Army reiterates that it has never resorted

Hsi-shan once sent his assistant, Feng Yu-k'un, to lalyuan, |

to carry on negotiations. Su Ti-jen, the puppet .gowlrﬁrrfmr
{;f Shansi, appointed by the Japanese, has be?nollré ﬁ:n en
conferring with certain leadgrs. of ‘the Shansi Emyf
All these acts of collaboration wﬂzh the enemy in 0
hreaking up our resistance to the invaders have egome

open secrets.

(4) Today, as always, the New .Army reports toAYen
Hsi-shan and asks for his instrﬂctlo'ns. ‘The New rﬁi
iemands resolute continuation of resistance to g la.p?n,. e
imposing of penalties on those who are responsible ors :
1ttacks on the New Army, restoration of t}le N atzonad aS |
vation Association and other mass organ}zatlons, re fres
for the victims of incidents and: compensation to thelr fam-

to rebellion, nor to any other kind of unlawful act.

(5) The Eighth Route Army has ‘consisten!:ly tr1}e{d 1;0
mediate the internal conflicts in Shansi. The Eighth Ou; ,
Army desires the cessation of attack by the Old Army, {::)r
servation of the New Army, and the contlnueq applica 1c1>:n
of Yen Hsi-shan’s ten point program. The Eighth I'{(;ule
Army stands against internecine warfare. I‘mn}edlg ?n 31’
after the outbreak of the friction, Peng Teh-huali, V1cE- '1? |
mander of the Eighth Route Army, ru§hed to C ﬁl ;?ng_
where he did his best to convince Yen Hsysh?,n how Sa. o
ful internecine warfare is to the cause of resistance. llged
then, the Eighth Route Army has repeate@ly represenBUt
to Yen Hsi-shan that it is willing to helpﬂmedlatg peaceﬁ i
in Southwest Shansi, a detachment of the Eighth fothe .
Army, led by Chen Ssu-chu, was attacked by f?rces ﬁd o
Old Army, result ng in several hundred casualtles,t aShansi;
forced withdrawal of the detachment to Northvye}s;th e
The Old Army also cut the supply lines of the lig
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. Aruy; Miling more than one hundred wounded E
~ Route soldiers. ' | e

~ (6) The leaders of the Old Army, Wang Ching-kuo, Chen
Chang-chi, Sung Tsu and Chao Cheng-shou, have practically
ceased to fight the Japanese during the past year and a hal
since their withdrawal from Linfen and the stationing
their forces in the rear. Along the Tatung-Puchow Ra
~ road, only the Eighth Route Army and the New Army a
_ conducting heroic resistance to the Japanese invaders. Sin

_ the Chuiling Conference held last spring, the reactionari
have intensified their disruptive activities against the Ne
Army, against the National Salvation Association, again:
the Communist Party and the Eighth Route Army, an
. against all progressive measures. Now these reactionari
- have sunk to the level of rendering active support to th
~ enemy and openly carrying on internecine warfare. Und
| _these conditions, the New Army is entirely justified in u
dertaking to defend itself. With the sactive support ¢
Central Government troops, the Old Army has occupie
half of both Southeast and Southwest Shansi. )
five thousand members of the Communist Party and th
Eighth Route Army have been killed throughout Shans

- If these suicidal activities are not checked, the whole futur
of the anti-Japanese struggle is endangered.

January 28, 194@   :
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The Delegation of the People’s
Political Council £
(Yenan, Shensi, February 13, 1949,_ to the Sfixn. ;Xua/.
Rhboa, Chungking.)

The Communist members of the People’s Political Coun- -.

cil. headed by Mao Tze-tung, have sent a telegram to the
secretariat of the Council.
follows:

‘ ki

«To the Members of the Secretariat, People’s Political

Council, Chungking : | e

“Persistent reports have reached us recen:tly tha!:_Specia,l i
Detective Agencies in Shensi, Kansu, Shansi, Hopel, Hon_ali e
and other Northern Provinces have issued the following in

structions to their subordinates: |

‘A delegation of the People’s Political Council will soon

leave on a tour of inspection of North China. Its chief

mission is the

the Shensi-Kansu-Ninghsia Border Region with regard to

chooa < d
various incidents of internal conflict in North China. Biseie -
upon these materials, the delegation will propose conck. 5
steps to the Government. The delegation will also maxe = - H

motion at the coming session of the People’s Poliifi(;a} (50;1;1&
¢il that the abnormal features of the Border D}s ric -
thé Eighth Route Army be abolished, thus dealing a

- : ypecial De-
(e : . Functionaries of the Special D¢
o e e o1y pay attention fo the coleiPl SIS

tective Al encies should pay atten .
such materials. They should cogg)erate with th
(Kuomintang), Governmgnt and military a
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The message in full reads‘-a_'___‘,s..

collecting of materials which will prove ths o
guilt of the Communist Party, the Eighth Route Army and

uthorities in pre-




paring a welcome for the delegation and aiding in ey
way the realization of its mission. . .
“Because of the anonymous character of thege report;

- we have found it hard to believe them true. The lates
telegram of the Secretariat of the People’s Political Coun
cil, however, made us realize that such a delegation hg
been organized. When we examined the composition o
the delegation, we discovered that no Communist member
of the People’s Political Council have been invited to par
ticipate, and that even those members, who made the mo
tiop in the Fourth Session of the People’s Political Counei
to organize the delegation for a tour of inspection of N orth
China, have been excluded—such members as Shen Chun-ju
Chow Tao-fen, and the honored elder members of the Coun
¢il, whose Impartiality is well known - Chang I-lin, Huang
Jen-tze, Kiang Heng-yuan and Chang Piao-fang. The dele-
gation is composed entirely of Kuomintang members of tha

Council, with two exceptions: none other than Liang She-

members spoke at the Second Session of the Council in sup-

~ port of Wang Ching-wej’s ‘Peace policy’ and bitterly at-
- tacked the Communist delegation and other members of the
Council who stood for resolute continuation of resistance
to Japan. Obviously, a delegation formed of such elements
cannot be free from bias in its observations, nor can it ar-
rive at any conclusion conforming to the interests of the
people. The logic of the situation makes collaboration be-

tween the delegation and Special detective agencies inevit-
abl. |

“We can still recall that in December, 1938, Chang Chung-' E

mai (CarsonChang, leader of the ‘National Socialist Party’)
wrote an article advocating ‘the abolition of the abnormal
features of the Border Region and the Eighth Route Army.”
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This w.as soon followed by Wang ChinQ-—wei’s circular tele-

oram of December 29, 1938, calling for an gnti-poglmu;}ist- j
| zampaign. If the purpose of the delegation 1s identical

of Chang Chung-mai and Wang Chmgtwel, 1_1:
;;;gliltt};ast well sit peacefully in Chungking' and, with the
writings of these two gentlem_en for guldgnc;:, pl:'ep:iair‘e |
lengthy essays and resolutions, thus saving itselt the dis-

comfort of travel in bitter cold weather!

“It is extremely ridiculous to think that‘_ the public ca-n_“
he deceived by this ‘Iinspection tour’ _and that a legal bas}is
for an anti-Communist campaign can be established at tde,:
prompting of these people, with their known backgrc:ttllln S
and on the basis of a report of two or th'ree hundred ‘our-
sand words based upon fabricated materials collected 11 ;}1;1 _
special detective agencies. The real solgtmn of the 'potil :
ical problems of our nation can be achieved only-on' 1 3
basis of rational principles, and not through unprinciple
intrigues.

“Some might retort, ‘You Communists have misjudged
the delegation. It is an honest body an(% has no miin
motive. Its mission is to promote co—ope:ratmn between ;
political parties and to arrive at a rational se'ttlement_o |
the issues arising from the Special Border Reg::ton, ete., on
the basis of national unity and progress.” If this were tI:Ue,
in contradiction to what we have said above, and if an 1m-

provement of our national affairs could be expected, we

should be ready to greet the delegation and tq discuss With
it the problems of national unity and salvation.

“Members of the People’s Political Council
Signed: Mao Tze-tung '
Chen Shao-yu (Wang Ming)
Lin Chu-han |
Wu Yu-chan”
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The Balance of Forces and Our Tasks '

(An address by Mao Tze-tung at a ‘Mass Meeting, |
February 1, 1940, Yenan.) |

Comrades: Do you know what our purpose is in holding .
‘his mass meeting in Yenan today? It is to express our .
Jetermination to fight against Wang Ching-wei, and to sup-
nort Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek in the war against
Japan, for the salvation of our country. Recently, Wang

Ching-wei signed a secret agreement with Japan, in which

he sought to sell out China to the enemy. After two and ~
. half years of our war of resistance, we have forced the [l

cnemy into a situation where he must use such tools as
Wang Ching-wei to set up puppet governments. |

The situation today is entirely new, and therefore __our' o

task is new. These are the things I want to talk with
vou about today. The weather is very cold, yet the fact
that so many have come out to this meeting proves that

vou are not afraid of the cold. With such a spirit we can

discuss and arrive at an understanding of many questions.

]. Wang Ching-wei, Representative of China’s
Great Capitalists .

We Communists have pointed out many times that the
Japanese imperialists are determined to destroy China. De-
spite the many changes whi
undergone, their fundamental program for the destruction
of China’s independence and the subjugation of our country
to the position of a colony remains unchanged. For if
they were to alter this their fundamental program, then

the Japanese capitalists and warlords would cease to ex‘is’t.
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In this situation, Wang Ching-wei, pro-Japanese traitor
political representative of the pro-Japanese big capita
of China, is driven into a panic; he falls on his knees ]
tore his masters and signs a secret agreement with the
for a wholesale betrayal of China. To fight against o
anti-Japanese government, he tries to set up his own pu
- pet government. To fight against our anti-Japanese armi
he wants to build up a puppet army. To fight against t
anti-Japanese Kuomintang, he wants to organise a pupp
Kuomintang. Wang Chingwei’s policies have three cha
acteristics: (1) They are pro-Japanese; (2) they 0ppo

Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek; and (3) they are anti-Cox
munist. | | |

Being pro-Japanese, he kneels before his masters a
sells out Chinese body and soul to his Japanese overlord
Of late he has been silent on his anti-Chiang Kai-shek Po
icy ; and it is rumoured that he wishes to persuade Chian
Kal-shek to join him. He wants to drag the Generalissim
into the water with him, but sadly enough for Wang Ching
weil, Generalissimo Chiang sees through this trick. H
knows it is but an effort on the part of Japan to stop th
war, to split the Kuomintang, and, finally, to destroy hi
the Generalissimo. And since Generalissimo Chiang is

very intelligent man, he understands the whole manoeuve
That is why he refused the terms offered by Konoye; and
that is why he has repudiated Wang Ching-wei’s secret
agreement with Japan. Further, he has urged the people
- of China to fight the Japanese aggressors to the bitter en
and he has called upon those who dream of peace throug
surrender to wake up and face the real situation.

As to Wang Ching—wei’s anti-Communist policy, it .is plai
to everyone that this is but another trick attempted by th
despicable Wang Ching-wei and his masters. They kno
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cery well that the Communists of China are determinedlly
anti-Japanese; they know that co-operaﬁlon be:tween the
Chinese Communist Party and the Kuomintang is a _.fundg-
mental condition for the prosecution of the war. That 1S
why they do their best to break the co-operation, to split
the unity between these two parties. It would be chh
(o their advantage if the two parties were to fight _each
other. Hence they make use of a small group of obstinate
people in the Kuomintang to light fires of provocation in
many places. The Pingkiang Massacre in Hunan was such
an instance; the Choshan Incident in Honan another. In
Shansi, the Old Army fights the New Army. In Hopei,
Chang Yen-wu led his men to battle against the 'Eig}lt-h |
Route Army. In Shantung, Chin Chi-yun fought against
our guerrillas. In East Hupeh, Chen Yu-huai had six hul}-
dred Communists killed. In the Border Region of Shens1—l
Kansu-Ninghsia, internal friction developed, an outside
blockade was imposed, and there are rumours of a military
crusade to destroy the progressive forces there. In addi-
tion, thousands of false reports have been sent to the Gov-
ernment to deceive Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek, and as
a result thousands of progressive youth have been arrested
and placed in concentration camps. Recently they em-
ployed such sophists as Chang Chun-mai, leader of the Na-
tional Socialist Party, and many others to advocate pub-
licly the annihilation of the Communist Party, of the Bor-
der Region Government, of the Eighth Route and the New
Fourth Armies. They also employed such Trotzkyists as
Yeh Ching to write articles against the Communists.

All these manoeuvers and tricks have but one aim, 'tha.t
is, to split the United Front, and to degrade the Chinese
people to the position of slaves of Japan. And all of these

are engineered by the big Chinese capitalists, by the de-
featists and quondam defeatists. |
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Thus we have summoned today’s mass meeting, to
pose these intrigues. We call this gathering a “Mass Meet
ing Against Wang Ching-wei and in Support of the Gen
eralissimo.” T think the name explains our purpose. Wha
1s our policy? It is very simple. It is to fight again
Wang Ching-wei’s surrender and sell-out of China, and
18 to support the Generalissimo to the end.

2. Fight for Progress and Against Pessimism .a-'-
Despair |

Now I want to say something about the present situ
tion. Of course, you already know how Wang Ching-w
has tried to sell out the country, how the obstinate e
ments work to harm our unity, and how both groups e
~operate to create chaos. Many people are confused, belie
-ing that things are going from bad to worse and that the
IS no hope for improvement. I should say to think th
way is entirely incorrect. Time and time again our Co
- munist Party has pointed out that it is equally possible
change the situation for the better, or for the worse. The
two possibilities clearly exist.

- We believe that the objective conditions both with
China and abroad make it possible for China to be r
juvenated, and that the country can be swung in the dire
tion of progress. Either we do that or the life of our na- |
tion will be extinguished. In June of 1938, I wrote a litt |
book called The Protracted War. In November of the sam
year I wrote another book called The New Stage. In bo
books I discussed the theory of China’s so-called inevitab
ruin, and that of an early conclusion of the war. I al

dealt with the Kuomintang, saying that most of its mer
bers have a brilliant future ahead of them, while prospec
are dark for only a small portion of the party. These,
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course, are the opinions of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party, not only my persqnal opinions. And |
these are not only the opinions of a single parizy such- as
ours, but of the majority of the people of the whole coun-

iry. And the fact that the majority of our people welcome

the opinions and proposals of the Communist Partyproves
that these theories are correct. |

Of course, not everyone agrees with my opinions. Many
people who do not understand the situation dct not agree,
[ am certain. When those two books were published, many
veople doubted our theories, and even now there are still

many who remain doubtful. The obstinate elements in the | il

Kuomintang, in particular, are creating provocation every-
where, propagating so-called “measures to control the acti-
vities of alien parties,” ‘“practical programs to check other

& - & d @ @ i? ; : : i. it | |
parties,” and so on. This business 1s very queer, 1S it not?

The fomentation of surrender has confused many 'people;
They do not see the minority of scoundrels, and the major-

ity of anti-Japanese elements. Yet, beyond question, we [\

must take proper measures against conscienceless scoun-
drels, the people who attack the rear of the Eighth Route
and the New Fourth Armies, the people who instigate the
Pingkiang Massacres and the Choshan Incidents, the sabo-
teurs and the plotters against the Border Region, the people
vho dare to fight against the progressive armies and vtiho B
wish to destroy progressive organizations and progressive

people. i |

Of course, we shall not permit such activities, for if we
do, unity will be split, the war of resistance will fall, and
China will be ruined. Those who create friction, promote
massacres, and manipulate split of unity at a time 'When_
the enemy has invaded our country, at a moment when the
life of the nation hangs in the balance, no matter how they
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the enemy helping Wan ' ' ' iz

' ’ g Ching-wei. In reality they
hapmng the national war of resistance, and hgmi:y
unity. In truth, theijr conduct is that of traitors.

progress, and why are we certain we can do this. T_o ex-
plain, I must review the objective conditions both in China
and abroad which favor our victory.

Eg:fers' all*i ;ﬁzsgulfl?;)}];;led ﬁfcl}llo dare to attack the prbgress'f 2 First of all, there now exist in China the Communist
are cohdoned st ed, then we.can say that their crim 8 Party, the Eighth Route Army and the New Fourth Army.

@ and that they are given license to be traitor . No matter who wants to surrender or to rebel against our

2o : ' 0 Government, we shall not compromise but will ficht such

gl?e national war of resistance, t}-.ley are disloyal to our n; ! people to the bitter end. ' M
€ country, disloyal to the united front; and thus the '
become our worst enemies, destroyers of the united fron
and rebels against the national policy. o

Second, the majority of the Kuomintang members oppose
surrender to Japan; they insist upon pushing forward the
anti-Japanese war, maintaining unity and progress. Aside
from the defeatists, the anti-Communists and the obstinate
elements within the Kuomintang, most of the members are
loyal and trustworthy. ‘

Third, all of the people throughout China, all the parties,
the political groups and the progressive anti-J apanese ele-
ments oppose surrender, splitting, and retrogression. These
are the objective conditions existing within China.

IS Why we regard as good friends all'those wh

the anti-Japanese war, those wh
| y 0 are not d '
Who are not obstinate, even though 70 eteatiots,

hists. We regard most of the K ' m '
e, uomintang members
good friends. Wae do our best to unite with thém; ;: T

spc?ct thgm and are willing to co- '
finitely in ordey to build up our

Fourth, Japan’s program for the subjugation of China
1s very harsh. The Japanese warlords and capitalists offer
the people of China their choice between annihilation or
fighting for liberation; there is no other alternative. |

Fifth, England, the U. S. A. and France on the one hand,
ind Japan on the other, cannot yet bring their conflict
of interest to the point of compromise. The situation has
8reatly changed since the outbreak of the European war.
That war has reduced the power of Britain and France in
the Far East, and it is therefore impossible, for the moment,
o carry through a Far Eastern Munich. Of course, this
's a disappointment to a great many people; that is why,
in the first half of last year, there were a number of people
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'who hoped to solve the China “Incident” by calling”"-afﬁf
lerence of the signatories of the Nine Power Treaty;
as soon as the war in Europe started, they changed the]
tune, saying that China’s problems must be solved simuy
~ taneously with the European War.

the tim'e: béing they are silent. But 'th?ir old Sol}-g.___ Wlllbe
sung again some day in the not toP dlsta_nt. futurg.. For .
‘he moment, there is still a very serious conflict of mteregt W
~mong England, the U. S. A. and France and between these |

|
|
powers and Japan. And for us, these conflicts favor our
I
|

ing the present situation are: within China, the exi_stence -
of the Communist Party, the Kuomintang, and the str_oilg
determination of the people to carry through the anti- ]

my bersonal estimation, the program of the American cap
- talists is something like this: |

Japanese war. The international factors in our favor are:

| turning the present situation in favor of progress. . '/ Hl
e _"-For the moment, the U. S. A. is watching from the Sld : : ion with a positive "policy of
| lme_& The Americans wish to have China continue toﬁg S.Hith’ atitéolﬁiasg;l:ls ;ljsn; O};le counted pupon in the solu-| |'|!
against Japan for some time. If some Power were to Spo e ?nce 1d problems. It should by now be plain to every-| “
SOr a sort of Pacific Conference, naturally Japan would n tloél Othwi? Ii.:hepEuropeajn problems cannot be solved secretly, |l|'
barticipate, nor would the U. S. A. be in the mood to Jjo " })f o tath o participation of the Soviet Union. The same
o _.True, s Hhasabrogated her commercial tr eat TVltt . f thlz Far East problems. Those people who en- . }P
L _Wﬁlth Japan, yet she still wants to do business with ¢ 1 {f) tasies of an anti-Soviet crusade are impractical
- latter; that is to say, she still wants to supply Japan wi ?eliiiam_l;an This is one of the important conditions
war materials to enable her to carry on the war. At t ph1_030ﬁ f rs.Chma march along the path of progress.
~ same time, she does not mind supplying a little ammuniti wiush et | i 0 o !"in
- to China, so that China, too, may continue to fight. In a word, the factors and conditions In favor of improv-
I
!
|

iy » 1
will force Japan to yield up part of the boot a ‘ . 11 : i interest among "’

8 Mo of the spoils, and this il & y nd give the Japan’s unyielding attltud.e, the conflict of in i Hf

, IS will be done in the name G and America, as opposed to Japan, and tiie i

ie Open Door Policy. Because, you must know, the I Brlt'ain,U ?a;_l’(;e support of Cl"lina. Because of these favor- ‘

- S A. understands that by the end of this year, or the earl Sovie i s o el v ]ﬂi]l
_bart of next, or perhaps a few months later, Japan’s ect able factors, our

the people of China is to mobilize all the ?rogressiver, ?nz:
Japanese forces to fight against the _def.eatls‘ts and reac 14:)S 1
aries, to swing the situation in the direction of progFGS -
This is our fundamental task.

nomy will no longer be able to maintain the war. The
American capitalists look forward to this profitable ai

ere 1s a great difference be
| and the pro-Japanese capitalists.)
Lthese native and foreign capitalists act in concert, so that.

the danger of compromise with Japan is not yet over. There
~are still those who have advocated surrender, although for.
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. o EE..i'fi'
' ion for |
When we examine the facts, we find no foundation o

pessimism and disappointm.ent.
be pessimistic or disappointed. W
must not fear the defeatists nor the attacks

55

tween these capitalists

e must be firm. ‘We 1|

Yes, I repeat, we must not
Of antiQCOm-— 1
E
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munist forces. On the contrary, we have to destrol-.

we must destroy them. It is certain th Chi --
e e : at the Chinese ;
ple will be liberated. China will not be ruined. inese.

3. Strengthen Unity and id e
Japanese Imperialism y Bull.d Progress Agalqg

progress come before all else.
| lay‘gx'eat_stress upon the war
reahze the necessity for unity and progress. This is m
corx:ect.- How can we speak of the war of resj tay .
agams‘-c the Japanese, without strong and g
and without rapid, practical progress?

iarzl‘;)xfa\zizhleze ends withqut unity and prz')gress, is to be an
ik a reflmer. Within the Kuomintang the obstinate

| er'l 5 (obstinate as I defined them) talk about unity. a
zn}it‘?y 1% form¢but not in reality. What do they meanninj.;,ni
nfun.ist gari.;rilt}tfhthes‘e people mean abolition of the: Con{-'
Sl BO:; ,.a e Elg:hth Route and New Fourth Armies,
S gr Re.ng Government. They claim that
o Aem umﬁed so0 long as the Communists, the
i I'my and the Border Region Governments

st. €y want to persuade all Chinese and the Kuo-

mintang to support a one-partv di
: -party dictatorship an :
it. How can that be called unity ? . enldrge___
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To speak plainly, had it not been for the Communists, the
Fighth Route Army, the New Fourth Army, and the Border
Regions, all of whom honestly advocated the cessation of
«ivil war and a war of resistance against the Japanese, the
anti-Japanese National United Front would not have been
formed, the Sian Incident would not have been solved peace-
fully, and therefore there would have been no one to carry
on the anti-Japanese fight. Today, if there were no Com-
munists, no Eighth Route Army, no Border Region Govern-

ment, our country would be in chaos.

The Eighth Route and the New Fourth Armies are hold-
ing at bay two-fifths of the Japanese forces in China—
seventeen out of forty Japanese divisions. These two
armies receive pay of only $730,000 a month; the Eighth
Route Army receives $600,000 and the New Fourth
$130,000. Since Chinese currency has dropped to half of
its pre-war value, each soldier is receiving on the average
less than one dollar a month. Why should such soldiers be

abolished ?

The Border Region is the most progressive area in China,
a territory functioning democratically, a base for the anti-
Japanese war. Here there are no corrupt officials, no Cor-
rupt landlords and gentry, no gambling, no prostitution, no
concubinage, no beggars, no profiteers, no despair, no scoun-
drels who live by creating friction and profit from the na-

tional crisis. Why should it be abolished?

Only shameless people can speak shameless words. With
what qualifications do the obstinate elements speak ill of
us? Comrades, the Border Region must not be abolished !
On the contrary, the whole country should learn from the
Border Regions. The Eighth Route and New Fourth
Armies cannot be abolished; on the contrary, all of China’s
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institute such an honest and thrifty political administrs

~armed forces should learn from them. The Commu;
~ Party cannot be aholished: on the contrary, the Wh-o_l_;e;}'f‘a'
~ Dble should learn from it. The progressives must no
 dragged down to the level of the backward; on the contr:
the backward should hurry to keep up with the pro
~ sives. e |

~ We Communists are the most enthusiastic advocates
~ unity. We initiated the United Front. We strengthene
1t and we raised its slogans. Who else could have don
that? Who else could have carried it out? Who else wou
be content to receive $5 a month as pay? Who else coul

k"

tion? Yes, some people talk about unity. The defeatist
have their own special interpretation of unity. They a
us to unite with the defeatists, the anti-Communists a
the obstinate elements. They want us to unite with de
struction and retrogression. Shall we do as they wis
A unity which halts the war of resistance, a unity withou
brogress as its basis, cannot be called a real and livi
unity. | | | i
Another purpose of our meeting today is to correctl;
understand what ‘“unity” means. In our interpretation
~ unity means that all the people of China who have a co
Science must be unified. And this unification must
- based upon the war of resistance and upon progress. Only
when progress is achieved, can we speak of unity. Onlj

.‘K:F,

when unity is achieved, can we speak of the war of n
sistance. Only when progress and unity are achieved to:
gether, can we speak of the unification of the nation. Thi
1S our interpretation of unification, unification that is gen-
‘uine, reasonable and practical. False, unreasonable anc
formalistic interpretations of unification will bring ot
country and our race fo ruin. Such interpretations a
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vorked out by men without conscience. R R |
;o abolish the Communist Party, the Eighth Route andNew i

Fourth Armies, the Border Region Government, and all  jifj|
the people’s anti-Japanese forces; they want to force every- o

body into one single party. Actually, this is: an lntrlgueto
establish a dictatorship while pretending unification. Such

talk of unity is merely camouflage for dictatorghip. T-bﬂse- B

who have no faith, who present such fantastic {deas,_ are i |
entirely devoid of a sense of shame. Our meeting today
aims”at exposing this camouflage. We must oppose 3,”1.1_

those who hide under this camouﬂageg .

4. The Tenﬁ Important Tasks of ._the | Communiit'
Party | | |

uation, and to overcome the Japanese in both ways. If we

are to achieve this aim, we have many tasks ahead. lI\lTotz" i
long ago the Central Committee of the (.}ommumst.,‘ Party =
held a meeting in which a resolution setting forth ten im- 1l

portant tasks was ado_pted. These are as follows:

In order to improve the situation, to overcome bad ten- |

dencies, we must lay stress upon the war of resistance, upon

unity, and upon progress. The following ten tasks aye ty |

be carried out toward this end:

(1) We must expose universally all Wang Ching-wel and :',

traitor propaganda, tear off all the camouflage covering de- i

featists and splitters, beat down the defeatists and anti-

Communists politically and ideologically. . LU
and prove conclusively that anti-Communism is the first

mark of the reactionary, devised by the defeatists in order
to bring about surrender to the enemy. |
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We must decidedly oppose the obstinate elements, but at ,
the same time we must work to .strengthen‘the unity Qf all =
progressive people. We must endeavor to improve the sit-

We must declare |




(2) We must by all means strengthen the united fr
of all political parties, of all political leaders, military force
cultural workers and citizens of our nation. We must fo
low the path of progress. Al
with the majority of the Kuomintang in order to beat dow:
the defeatists and the anti-Communists.

(3) We must prbmoté and extend the movement for
constitutional government, for the introdutcion of demo-
cratic politics. Without democracy, we cannot achieve th

final victory in the war of resistance.

(4) We must fight against any form of surrender, an
against the attacks of anti-Communist forces, against al
defeatist groups, anti-Communist groups, and obstinate ele
ments. We will not attack anyone, so long as we are no
attacked. But if we are attacked, then we shall offer a
decided counter-attack, for otherwise the united front wil

be split and our anti-Japanese war will be frustrated.

(6) We must encourage the anti-Japanese mass move-
ment on a large scale. We must unify all anti-Japanese in-
tellectuals with the anti-Japanese mass movement, and with
anti-Japanese guerrilla warfare. If we do not, we shall

not be strong enough to beat down the defeatists and the
obstinate elements. | |

(6) We must drastically reduce land rent, interest, taxes'fe'-

munists can have no part. These should not be regimes of i

, alone, or of workers or petty bourgeoisie; but
Iglre:z;m;tzst be governments of all the people th support
the war of resistance, and who st':and for demo.cracy. and
human rights. They must be Anti-Japanese United Front
administrations. They must be the local g:overnments of
several united, revolutionary and del:r{ocratlc classes. _All
plots to destroy the anti-Japanese mlllta}'y ba§e§ rnusi.t be
wiped out. All traitors or anti.—Commun_lsts hiding within
the anti-Japanese forces, within the antl‘-J apanese govern-
ments, within the anti-Japanese organizations, must be
cleaned out. |

(8) We must strengthen and ' enlarge the I?i'ogre'sgive
armies. Without these armies, China cannot exist.

(9) We must promote the anti-Japa.,nese cultural move-
ment on a broad scale; and we must improve the cu}-tural
level of the anti-Japanese troops and their s:taffs; Wlthqu_-t.-
a cultural struggle to co-ordinate the anti-Japanese mili-
tary forces, we cannot win final victory in the war.

(10) ‘We must fortify the organization of the C.omz:nums_t
Party. In places where there is no Party orzgamzatlon, or
where it is very weak, we must strengthen it or set up ?
new one. Without a strong Party, we cannot solve any of
the serious problems of the anti-Japanese war nor of our
national salvation.

If the above tasks are fully and correctly c?,rried out,
then it is certain that we can strengthen thg anti-J apillnese, |
progressive forces, and overcome the defeatists anc} t f‘ r:
actionaries. Then we can improve the present S}tua: 101 ;
we can check the bad tendencies and destroy the mtfl;lglcllei
aimed at splitting the united front, sponsored by the
featists among the big capitalists.

L]

61

and improve the living conditions of the workers. We must
help the people by democratic economic measures. If we

do not, then it will be impossible to arouse enthusiasm for
the war of resistance.

(7) We must strengthen and enlarge all anti-Japanese
military bases. In these bases, we must set up completely
~ democratic regimes, in which the defeatists and anti-Com-
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~_ very medicine that will cure the dangerously ill patient,
~ These are ten tasks, the execution of which will drive

.  come these ten tasks, nor does Wang Ching-wei, nor do tk

| Cdmrédés,; these a-i*e_ the ten important tasks Outhned
the Central Committee of the Communist Party. What do
you think of them? We believe that they constitute the

_the Japanese imperialists. These are the ten tasks under-
taken by the Central Committee. But they are not to;_
carried out only by the Communists. They are tasks f
the people of the whole of China; because the present da
gers concern not only the Communist Party, but the whole
people. Of course, the Japanese imperialists do not wel-

anti-Communists, nor do the obstinate elements. The
- cannot welcome them, and we should not care to pleas
them—rather let them be offended. '

~ In this meeting we want to raise our voice to the peop
of China, to all the parties, to all political groups. W
must save our native land in this time of crisis. We mus
build up a new country. We must drive out the Japanes
imperialists. We must destroy Wang Ching-wei. We mu
destroy the anti-Communist plotters. And we must shot
out our slogans: ' |

_ (1) Support the national policy for prosecution of the
war of resistance, and to defeat Wang Ching-wei’s secret
sell-out of China.

(2) Urge the people of China to unite, to support the

Generalissimo, and to fight against the traitor Wang Ching-

(8) Support the National Government and desti'oy the
puppet governments under Wang Ching-wei. o

(4) Sup’po‘rt' the co-operation between the Kuomintané.
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and the CommuniSt Party, and destroy Wang _C‘hinﬁg_-we.fs- i
anti-Communism. _
(5) Destroy :zill anti—Communist_ tr?.itors :whq supp'qr_t- |
Wang Ching-wel's anti-Communist intrigues aimed at spht-;-
ting the united front. |

(6) Strengthen national unity and wipe out internal fmc- . ‘

tion. o M
(7) Improve government administrationf and promote th'e .
movement for constitutional government that a democratlp_ .-
political system may be esfablished. o
(8) Give freedom to political parties! Give all .a;ntl—r_
Japanese political parties legal existence! _ o
| (9) Give all the people their rights of anti-J apanese na-ﬁ
tional salvation organization, speech, press, and agsembly. B

(10) Develop the mass movement; red‘uce_ land rent, in—
terest and taxes; improve the workers’ livelihood. i

(11) Fortify all anti-Japanese ba::zes. Fight. against
{yaitors, anti-Communists and all intriguers and provqca-
teurs.

(12) Compénsation for anti-J apanese fighters, who serve
the national war of liberation; and adequate ammunition

supplies for all fronts.

(13) Develop anti-Japanese culture; protect progressive}l
vouth ; déstroy the traitor press and propaganda.

(14) Fight for the national liberation of the Chinese
people.
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Resolutions on the Present Sltuatlon ' ,

and the Tasks of the Party

(Adopted by the Central Gommlttee of the Cammumst
Party of China, February, 1940) -

The present situation in China is characterized by a stra-— e
tegic balance between our forces and those of the enemy, I
between the tendency to surrender to the enemy on the | |
part of the big capitalist and the movement to support the |
war of resistance on the part of the masses, the p_etty]}_- i
bourgeoisie, and the middle class. This division of tenden- I8
cies is becoming more and more obvmus as the struggle"’- =l

oTrowWSs ever more acute.

Since the progressive forces of China are still not strong |
enough to overcome the compromising and defeatist ten- |
dencies, there is great danger at the present time that the
country may turn to surrender and retrogression. But the
presence of a number of powerful factors makes it ex-
ceedingly difficult for the defeatists to succeed in their anti-

Communist campaign. In the first place should be noted

the existence of the Communist Eighth Route and New o

Fourth Armies. Then there is the determined prosecution

of the war of resistance by the majority of Kuomintang

members and the masses of the Chinese people; there is

the Japanese drive to destroy China; the great conflict of

interest among Great Britain, the United States and France,
on the one hand, and Japan on the other; the weakening

of British and French power in the Far East because the

war in Europe renders impotent their desires to sponsor
a Munich in the Orient; and there is the strengthening of
the Soviet Union and her continued positive support to
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China. It is the presence of these telling factors t’ha_i_ h.
kept the forces of defeatism and reaction in check. T
mutual antagonisms and the struggle may result in a t
in favor of the progressive forces, or vice versa. But j
correct program is laid down and the whole of the peop
support progress then the balance may be swung in fave
of the progressive forces.” Our fundamental task is 1
strengthen the progressive anti-Japanese forces, strugg:
against the retrogression of the defeatists and endeavor ..
turn the situation in favor of the progressives. It is e*
tirely incorrect to hold that there is no hope of our winnin

out in the situation, or that we should passively prepai'
for the break up of national unity.

Recent developments have been the exposure of Wan
Ching-wei’s secret agreement with Japan and his prepara
tions for the inauguration of his “new government,” an
~ Chiang Kai-shek’s anti-Wang declaration. These two de

- velopments have weakened the defeatists, anti-Communist
and all obstinate and reactionary elements; while they have
given new strength to the progressives and to the sur
porters of the war of resistance. These two development
are aiding us in the struggle to swing the balance in favo
of the war; but the defeatists and reactionaries have onl
sustained a temporary set-back and they are even now try
ing to extend their influence. Localised conflicts and inei

dents between the reactionaries and the progressive force
still occur.

na and the pro-Japanese faction of Wang Ching-wei; an_'
these incidents indicate the dis-unity which weakens th
- progressive forces and prevents them from overcoming th
defeatists and reactionaries. Chiang Kai-shek’s declaratio
lays much emphasis on the war of resistance, but it pay'
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little attention to the problems of internal unity and prog-
ress.  Without national unity and progress the war of re-
<istance is impossible of prosecution and final victory un-
ottainable. Victory over reaction will come only at the end
of a long, hard struggle; and, although friction now is lo-
calised, we must be on the alert for future incidents so that
we may seize every opportunity to turn the situation in

favor of progress.

Victory over defeatism and reaction can only be accom-
plished through energetic prosecution of the war of resist-
ance, staunch support of national unity and struggle for
progress. These three things are closely interdependent
and none can be successfully achieved alone. Therefore we
have determined on fulfilling the following ten tasks:

(1) We must expose universally all Wang Ching—wei_and
traitor propaganda, tear off all the camouflage covering de-
featists and splitters, beat down the defeatists and anti-
Communists politically and ideologically. We must declare
and prove conclusively that anti-Communism is the first
mark of the reactionary, devised by the defeatists in order

to bring about surrender to the enemy.

(2) We must by all means possible strengthen the united
front of all political parties, of all political leaders, military
forces, cultural workers and citizens of our. nation. We
must follow the path of progress. We must co-operate
cordially with the majority of the Kuomintang in order to
beat down the defeatists and the anti-Communists.

(3) We must promote and extend the movement for a
constitutional government, for the introduction of democ-
ratic politics. Without democracy, we cannot achieve the

final victory in the war of resistance.
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against the attacks of anti-Communist forces, agamst

. ments. We will not attack anyone, so long as we are not
attacked. But if we are attacked, then we shall offer

' - stinate elements. ;

 help the people by democratic economic measures.

~ munists can Have no part. These should not be regimes

'_'_'(4) - We must ﬁght against any form of surréndef;?

defeatist groups, anti-Communist groups, and obstinate el

decided counter-attack, for otherwise the United Front will
be split and our anti-Japanese war will be frustrated.

(5) We must encourage the anti-Japanese mass mov
ment on a large scale. We must unify all anti-Japanese in
tellectuals with the anti-Japanese mass movement, and wit
anti-Japanese guerrilla warfare. If we do not, we shall n
be strong enough to beat down the defeatists and the o

(6) We must drastically reduce land rent, intereSt, tax
and improve the living conditions of the workers. We must
If we
do not, then it will be impossible to arouse enthusiasm for
the war of resistance. - -

(7) We must strengthen and enlarge all anti-J apaneSé
military bases. In these bases, we must set up completely
democratic regimes, in which the defeatists and anti-Com-

of peasants, alone, or of workers or petty bourgeoisie; but
they must be governments of all the people who support the
war of resistance, and who stand for democracy and human
rights. They must be anti-Japanese united front adminis-
trations. They must be the local governments of several
united, revolutionary, and democratic classes. All plots to

destroy the anti-Japanese military bases must be wiped out.
All traitors or anti-Communists hiding within the anti-
Japanese forces, within the anti-Japanese governments,
within the anti-Japanese organizations, must be cleaned
out. | | ien a

68

Party.

(8)'*W§é must strengthen and enlarge the -Drégféﬁ-sﬁiml_ £

vmies. Without these armies, China cannot exist.

(9) We must promote the anti-Japanese cultural move- : :'. ..

nent on a broad scale; and we must improve the cultural
.ovel of the anti-Japanese troops and their staffs. With-
sut a cultural struggle to coordinate the anti-Japanese mili-
tary forces, we cannot win final victory in the war.

(10) We must fortify the organization of the QGmI}lunist _
In places where there is no Party organization, or
where it is very weak, we must strengthen it or set up a_
new one. Without a strong Party, we cannot solve any of
the serious problems of the anti-Japanese war nor of our

national salvation.

And these are the slogans we must shout:

(1) Support the national policy for prosecutiqn of_ :_ the
war of resistance, and to defeat Wang Ching-wei’s secret

sell-out of China. | _ _

(2) Urge the people of China to unite, to su'ppdrt"‘the
Generalissimo, and to fight against the traitor Wang Ch_mg—
wei. | Seiiiera

(3) Support the National Government and destroy the
puppet governments under Wang Ching-wel.

(4) Support the co-operation between the Kugmintal.l’g
and the Communist Party, and destroy Wang Ching-wel's
anti-Communism. | |

(5)- Destroy all anti-Communist traitor Who. Supp0_1’t
Wang Ching-wei’s anti-Communist intrigues aimed at split-
ting the United Front.

(6) Strengthen national unity and wipe out
tion.

internal fric-
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(7 ) Improve government administration and promo e
movement for constitutional government thaf a democ
pohtlcal system may be established.

(8) Give freedom to political part1es' lee all a
Japanese political parties legal existence!

(9) Give all the people their rights of anti-Japanese
tional salvation organization, speech, press, and assemb

(10 Develop the mass movement; reduce land rent
terest, and taxes: improve the workers’ livelihood.

(11) Fortify all anti-Japanese bases. Fight agam

traitors, antl-Commumsts, and all intriguers and provo
teurs.

(12) Compensation for anti-Japanese ﬁghters who ser

the national war of liberation: and adequate ammumtm;
supplies for all fronts.

~ (18) Develop anti-Japanese culture; protect prOgresm
youth; destroy the traitor press and propaganda.

(14) Fight for the national 11berat10n of the Chm :
people? | |
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On Study Inside

The Communist Party

By Mao Tse-tung*

THIS is the opening day of the Central Party Schobl and I want

to make some points dealing with the mode of thinking and
working of our Party,

Why is it necessary to have a revolutionary party ? We
must have a revolutionary party in order to be able to defeat our
enemies.  Moreover, it is not just any kind of revolutionary
party, but one like the Communist Party that we must have,
for without such a party it would be impossible to vancuish
our enemies. lIn order to vanquish our enemies, our forces must
be united, our steps in line, our soldiers well trained and our
hghting weapons effective. =~ Without such conditions victory cver
the enemy is impossible.

What are the problems confronting our Party today ? There
is no question that the main tactical line of our Party is correet,
and our work has had considerable success. We have hundreds
of thousands of Party members who are fighting with the peo-
ple against our national enemy under overwhelmingly difficult
conditions ; and such exemplary bravery and spirit of sacrifice,
such glorious results of serving the people, are visible to all
that leave no ground for doubts regarding the correctness of our
tactical line. |

Well, are there any other problems confronting: our Pariy 7
Are there any defects in our work ? In my opinion we still
have to solve problems, and there are defects in our working
which, in a certain sense, are quite serious.

What are these problems ? There are certain tendencies
among our comrades which are not correct, which are not Marx-
ist. = Such wayward tendencies are expressed in our way of
thinking, in our efforts to tackle the problem regarding the rela-
tion between Party and non-Party people, and in the way we

*A speech delivered on February 1-, 1942 at the inaugural funec
tion of the Central Party School.
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