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An OQutline Of The Second Imperialist
War IR

(An Address by Mao Tze-tung to the Staff Conference
at Yenan, September 14, 1939.) |

1. The New Stage of the War

The second imperialisf war started long ago and has
been going on for a good many years. The Japanese im-
perialist invasion began in 1931 with the occupation of the
three North-eastern Provinces. In 1937 the aggressors
launched their large-scale invasion of China. Italian im-
perialism invaded Abyssinia in 19356; and in 1936 Germany
and Italy jointly intervened in Spain. Austria and Cze-
choslovakia fell to Germany in 1938. By that time more
than 500,000,000 people had become involved in the second
imperialist war in both the West and the East, while such
imperialist states as Britain, France and the United States
still did not participate. Consequently, we may well call
this period the first stage of the second imperialist war.
The present period, when such imperialist states as France
and England have begun to participate, may be designated
the second stage, for the conditions are entirely changed.
If the first period of armed aggression by Japan, Italy and
Germany be not counted a world war, since not all the maj-
or nations were involved, then certainly the term can be
applied to the present conflict. The war being waged to-
day js the second imperialist world war in a new stage.

2. Causes of the War

The facts of history and Leninist theory show us that
5
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the eve of their downfall. But they do not see jc_hat t}}eir
calculations for averting the economic and political CI‘l.Se.S
and their own certain doom by resorting to war for red_1v1-
sion of the world, will most certainly aggravate the' CI‘I.SGS'
and hasten the hour of their death. Today the capitalists v
are like mad dogs, maddened by their own sys!:erp. 'Fhey
are forced to fly at the throats of their imperlahst rlvals_
throughout the world. This is the imperialist war we are

witnessing today.

3. The Aim of the War

“War is the armed continuation of international poli-
tics.” The essence of imperialism is plunder; and the po-
licy of imperialist states, even in peace timesg, 1s to Plunder.
When the aggressions of some imperialisms clash with thoste
of their rivals and an agreement cannot be reached by di-
plomacy, then the rival systems resort to war in oirder to
continue their policies of aggression. Corresponding ex-
actly with the first imperialist war, the secopd has for 4
its sole aim the redivision of the world. Again they are
fighting to divide up colonies, semi-colonies anq spheres of
influence in order to rob and to maintain their rule over
the peoples of the world. In both the first a:nd the second
stages of the present war, the aim has remained c01-15ta:nt-.
But are there other aims? Are there any humanitarian
aims? No! Not one. Whether it be Germany, Italy_, Ja-
pan, England, the United States, France or any state el_tht—'fr
directly or indirectly participating in this war, there 18
only one counter-revolutionary and imperialist aim :—to
plunder the peoples of the world. Japanese imperialism’s
“Permanent Peace,” Hitler's ‘National Self-Determina-
tion,” Chamberlain’s “Opposition to Hitlerism,” and Dala-
dier’s “Help to Poland,” are all so much camouflage for
policies of PLUNDER. But in order to make their aim

7

the development of capitalism in the imperialist stage 1q
uneven. Thus wars between the imperialist states are ln
evitable. Now, less than twenty years since the first worldd
| War for the redivision of the world, the second 1mper1ahs
v/ war has broken out. Again the rival imperialisms are
fighting for a redivision of the colonies of the world. Th&
first stage of the present war developed from the last
world-wide economic crisis. Instead of prosperity, slumps
and depressions followed the crisis of 1929-1933. Such 1m-
. perialist states as Germany, who had received little or no
spoils in the first world war, have again armed themselves
for war in the hope of overcoming their economic CI‘lS&Sg{
and of staving off the collapse of capitalism. Thus the 7}
second Imperialist war has begun and the first stage haS"f%t ¥
already been completed. .

The new world economic crisis since 1937 has affected 4
the socalled democracies: England, France and the United §
States, as well as Germany, Japan and Italy. Serious poli-
tical crises spring from economic crises. And from this 4
new economic crisis has come the large-scale war involving
‘Germany, France, England and Poland. Today the peo- .

v"ples of the world are dissatisfied with capitalism, whether
they be the citizens of states long since turned fascist or
of those who practice fascism during the war. Political
crises and the discontent of the people become more acute
from day to day. On the other hand, the U.S.S.R. has so
grown in strength that today she is impregnable. Faced A
‘with these facts, the propertied classes of the imperialist ¢
states realized that they must turn the “one-sided” war
into a general world war and defeat their imperialist ri- 3§
vals, if they were to avert economic and political dangers
and their own doom. ‘

Thus reason the capitalists of the imperialist states on

4/
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more palatable and in order to deceive their people, th’ese;f:
imperialists order their propaganda experts to manufac-]
ture strange and fine-sounding words and slogans

L
. f':} }_fll

4. The Essence of the War

The essence of war is determined by its political aim.:§
According to Comrade Stalin, there are two kinds of wars : 43
(1) just, non-aggressive and emancipatory wars:; and (2)’{
unjust and aggressive wars. The first and second impe- 1§
rialist wars alike belong to the second category. The
of these wars was and is to plunder the people ; they neith-
er had nor have one single aim which is not detrimental to
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the people. Both wars are aggressive, unjust and impe- §
rialist. And now, in order to deceive their own peoples and
to mobilize public opinion, both parties to the present war /S
shamelessly claim that they are working in the cause of S
Justice and that their adversaries are unjust. This is a b
ridiculous fraud. Only wars of national emancipation and

people’s wars of liberation are just wars. In the present
situation many people have lost their judgment. Many
believe that while Germany is decidedly in the wrong, Eng-
land, France and Poland are more or less progressive, be-
cause England and France are democratic states opposed to
fascist states, and that Poland is waging a war of national
liberation. This bad confusion of thought comes partly
from a failure to understand clearly the aim of the war
and partly from an inability to comprehend the differences

between the first and second stages of the second impe-
rialist war. |

A
1.

5. The Characteristics of the First Stage of
the War

The characteristics of the first stage of the second im- ;
perialist war are: - - |

8

(1) The fascist imperialist states, such as Germapy,
Italy and Japan frantically wageq wars of aggression
against weaker countries, encroaching upon the 1nterf:sts
of the “‘democracies,” while inciting faSC}St provocations
within the democracies. Against these crimes the peop'les
throughout the world demanded opposition to aggression
and defense of democracy and urged the so-called dem-
ocracies, England, France and the United Staties, to take
a stand against aggression so that democracy might .be pre-
served. On more than one occasion the S(?Viet Union has
proposed an anti-aggression united front with the so-called
democratic nations. If a war had resulted from such a
united stand against the aggressors, if England had sup-
ported the efforts of the Soviet Union to cpeck Germany,
Italy and Japan by helping Spain and China, then such
a war would have been just and progressive. But England
and France did not intervene—instead, they adopted a po-
licy of ‘“non-intervention.” Rather, they preferred .to let
the aggressors and their victims become exha-usted in tl:e
conflict so that they might then step in and seize the hon.s |
share of the spoils. England and France gave Austrl’av/ _
and Czechoslovakia to Germany in exchange for Germany's
attack on the Soviet Union. England, France and the
United States wanted the Soviet Union and Germany to
come to blows, so that they might then establish world
hegemony after both the Soviet Union and Germany had
bzen crippled in the projected internecine war. In con-
nection with their policy of ‘“non-intervention” some of
the imperialist states participated in the first period of
the war, while others sat on the fence and looked on. Thus
it is clear that the war was one-sided and limited in scope,
for it was carried on without the participation of some na-
tions. As long as the people had insufficient'power- _to
compel the capitalists of the so-called demoeracies to dis-

9
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card their counter-revolutionary policy of “non-interven-
tion,” so long could the one-sided war be prolonged. This

1s the first characteristic of the first stage of the war.

and Japan were prosecuting their wars of aggression, the
so-called democratic states were conniving with them,

Meanwhile wars of another kind were being waged—wars
of national emancipation.

characteristic of the first stage of the war.

imperialist war are the two characteristics of the first
stage of the second imperialist war.

6. Our Revolutionary Policy in the First

Stage of the War

Based on a clear understanding of the characteristics of
the first stage of the war, our revolutionary policy was
to organize the anti-aggression united front of the invaded
states in order to resist the attacks of the aggressors, and
to carry on an ever-increasing anti-fascist struggle in the
democracies, the better to defend democracy. Meanwhile
it was necessary to continue the struggle for the formation

of an anti-aggression united front between the Soviet Union

and the democracies to check the further encroachment
of fascist aggression. Even after Munich, when the indig-

.-na.tion of the peoples of Britain and France (including the

10
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'(2') At the same time that imperialist Gérmany;_ Italy

* Such were the anti-Italian war
of Abyssinia, the war of the Spanish Republic against Italy
and Germany and the great anti-Japanese war of China. =
- The Soviet Union and the peoples of the entire world =
have supported these victims of aggression in their wars
/ | for national liberation. Their wars are just and non-ag-
gressive and their aim is emancipation. This is the second = .
The limita-
tions of the imperialist war and the existence of the anti-

[
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progressive sections of the propertied classes) had risen

over the betrayal of Spain and the dismemberment of Cze-
choslovakia, there was still @ posisibility that the Chambg-_r-_.
1ain and Daladier governments ‘would be compelled tO.d.IS—_
card their “non-intervention” paliey and enter an anti-ag-
gression united front with bhes.mﬁ Union. In sh'ort, the
main task of the revolutionary forces in that period was
to weld all the potential forees of the whole world into an
sgsion united front in order to re-

anti-fascist and anti-aggre 1 |
sist the frantic invasions of*‘the th _ ;
defeat the fascist attacks ‘o¥i democracy from within. _At
that time the united front raight have taken the following

) ;

four possible forms: FEEEGESHEES

aofk by | Wi kel AR
(a) In the capitalist Bipategi the people’s united front
and the united front of the proletariat.

(b) In the colonial and semi-colonial states, the national
ted front of the proletariat and the

united front and a united

A ':' "r'ﬂ-.-tr_-"
O _

propertied classes. « = = %

P . ;
(c) An anti-aggression un.ited front of the Soviet Union

and the democracieSs h s fosn

(d) A fourth type of orgfmization was possible at that
time, because in the face'®f the frantic invasions of the
fascist states and the faseist; attacks from within, the capit-
alists of the democratic eoutatries and their government had
to a certain extent a commion interest with their own peo-
ple, the peoples of theifr‘COIGhles and semi-colonies, 'and
even with the Soviet Uﬁ{on q ' S i

\

In all of these four, thiesstrongest factor was and is the
Qoviet Union. If the Sewviet'Union could have organized
a really effective united*front with the governments Qf the
so-called democratic statexs, coordinated with the people’s
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united front of the several{ countries and the national unlted

fronts of the colonies and semi-colonies, to check further -‘?}J‘;
aggression by the faseist nations, and thus delay the out-
break of the second Worla‘ war; (if war had developed in

spite of such a united fromt, the fascist states would have
been defeated) ;:—then such a united front would have ac- @

tually benefited the peoples of the entire world, as well
as the peoples of the invaded| countries. And such an actmn

R |

would have been supported by the international proletariat,

3

In order to accomplish this poliey, the Soviet Union entered
the League of Nations, conclucied the Franco-Soviet and the

Soviet- Szechoslovaklan mutuaﬂ assistance pacts and even
This revolu- : ~
tionary policy, consonant with the international situation L

carried on the Anglo-French-Russian talks.

at that time, was necessary and COrrect

7. The Breakdown of the Anglo-French Rus—

sian Talks and the J3eginning of the Sec- .

ond Stage of the Wc:fil'

The propertied classes of the‘t so-called democracies feared

that the fascists would encrowch upon their own interests

and at the same time they dnk :aded the growth of the re-
volutionary forces.

democratic movements of theix*
tional emancipation movements, of the colonies and semi-
colonies. Consequently they r -,*fused to join the Soviet
Union in a real anti-aggression uimted front and a real anti-
aggression war. On the contrary, they formed a counter-
revolutionary alliance and proceetled to conduct their own
aggressive warfare. For more ithan four months, from

April 15 to August 23, the Anglo-French-Russian negotia-~
tions were carried on. The patierace of the Soviet Union

own peoples and the na-

was tried severely. England and| France, from beginning

e
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They feaired the Soviet Union, the
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to end, refused to agree to the principle of equality. While
they demanded that the Soviet Union guarantee their own
safety, yet they refused to guarantee the Soviet Union.
They refused to offer assurances to the Baltic States, thus
piving Germany an opening for further encroachment. Nor
would they permit the Red Army to pass through
Polish territory in order to resist the aggressors. The
proposals of England and France supported counter-revo-
lutionary, and not revolutionary, aims. Naturally such
proposals could not be accepted by the Soviet Union, while
her offers, which were based on the principles of equality
and reciprocity, and which would have served to check the
spread of aggression and really benefited world peace, were
turned down by England and France. This was the basic
cause of the breakdown in the Anglo-French-Russian talks.
It was then that Germany deserted her opposition to the
Soviet Union, was willing to throw overboard the so-called
Anti-Comintern Pact and recognized the inviolability of
the Soviet Union’s frontiers. Thus the Soviet-German
Non-Aggression Pact was concluded. England and France
demonstrated their lack of sincerity in the parleys with the
Soviet Union and in their failure to check aggression. Theilr

sabotage of the Moscow talks proves that Chamberlain

had made up his mind to war.

Hence, the outbreak of the second imperialist war fol-
lows directly from Chamberlain’s and not only Hitler’s de-
sire to fight, for the effective prevention of war demanded
the participation of the Soviet Union. Even such represen-
tatives of the propertied classes in England as Lloyd George
realize the truth of this. But until today, some fools still
fail to understand this obvious conclusion and maintain
that Chamberlain went into the war without any prepara-
tion. Nor do they understand that Chamberlain only par-

13




ticipated in the parleys with the Soviet Union for the sake
of deceiving public opinion, that he might say, “We, the
British and French Governments, have tried our best.
Since the alliance of the three powers has not been possible, &

we have to declare war on Germany.”

It is for these reasons that the war between Germany
and England, France and Poland broke out early in Sep-
tember. Thus opened the new stage of the second impe- - §

rialist war—the second stage.

8. Characteristics of the Second Stage of the _;-

War

. Since the outbreak of the general European war, condi- i
tions have radically changed. The differentiation between 3§

the democratic and the fascist states hag lost meaning. To-
day differentiation can only be made between : ~'

(1) Those states which carry on the unjust, aggressive
and imperialist war or those states that actually support
it. And,

(2) The countries that carry on and support the just,
?on-aggressive and people’s wars for national emancipa-

ion.

Today we must make new distinctions on the basis of
new conditions, discarding the old methods of differentia-
tion. The propertied classes of the democracies have final-
ly I:GquEd to collaborate with their people and with the
Soviet Union and they are now waging a war of spoliation.
F_‘aced with these facts, every Communist realizes that the
time 1s now past to try to win over the propertied classes
of the so-called democracies and their respective govern-
ments, to seti up a united front with the Soviet Union, with
the peoples of other states and with the colonial and semi-
colonial countries. Every Communist realizes that the only

14

_¥ .

possibility today is for the Soviet Union to mobilize an anti-
war and anti-aggression united front of the peoples of all
the capitalist states and the oppressed peoples of all the
colonial and semi-colonial countries, and excluding the pro-
pertied classes of the so-called democracies. These classes
must be excluded because they are the ones who waver and
then retreat to the camp of the enemy. Hence the possible
constituents of the united front have been reduced from
four to three. This changed situation, first of all, has
turned the one-sided second imperialist war into a general
war (turning the one-sided reaction ‘into general reac-
tion) ; and has simplified the constitution of the new anti-
war and anti-aggression united front. These are the two
characteristics of the second stage of the second imperialist
war.

Many comrades, without understanding the changed con-
ditions and the characteristics of these changes, think the
situation is the same as before. . They view the new devel-
opments from their old standpoint and thus neglect the
qualitative changes which have produced the new incidents.
In consequence, they unconciously make the same mistakes
as the social-democrats. I am certain that once these com-
rades realize the nature of the present situation, they will
remedy their errors.

9. Our Revolutionary Policy in the Second
Stage of the War

Realizing the nature of the characteristics of the second
stage of the war, what is the revolutionary policy of the
proletariat led by the Communist Party?

(A) In all belligerent states, our policy is to call upon
the people to oppose this imperialist war and to expose its
imperialist nature. In every belligerent state the war must

15




be regarded as robbery and the people warned not to be
The people must be i
won to the struggle for the establishment of the united j
front against the imperialist war and persuaded to turn 3

the imperialist war into a revolutionary war in their own §

b .:l_’.

deceived by imperialist aggression.

countries.

ing the first imperialist war.

gangs of bandits).

they played in the first imperialist war.

The Japanese Social-Democratic Party, called the “So-

cial Mass” Party, has long since sold out the proletariat by
supporting the Japanese militarists’ war of aggression.
Giving way to the threats and bribes of Chamberlain and
Daladier, the social-demoratic parties in England and
France are selling out the proletariat and supporting the
predatory-imperialist war of England and France. In Po-
land the Social-Democratic Party supported the reactionary

- government of the Polish propertied classes, the running fi

dogs of Chamberlain, and sold out the national interests
of the country. Undoubtedly, in Poland all the people

should have been and should be mobilized to resist the in-

vasion of Germany and to fight for their national eman-
cipation through alliance with the Soviet Union. But the
fascist government of Poland suppressed the Polish na-
tional emancipation movement, refused the assistance of

16
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In every belligerent state, Communist members of par-
liament must be prepared to cast their votes against the
war, firmly and bravely, just as Comrade Karl Liebknecht, }
leader of the German proletariat, did in the Reichstag dur- J
They must not permit them- 3
selves to be confused by the Social-Democratic Party’s false
slogan of “defense of the fatherland” (which means noth- §
ing but the fatherland of the propertied classes and their §
By shamelessly advocating support of
the second imperialist war they repeat the same old games

t+he Soviet Union and chose to use its people as cannon-fod-
der for British and French capitalists and financiers. It
chose to make its country part of the battlefield of the
counter-revolutionary war of international capitalists. That
we sympathize with the people of Poland is beyond ques-
tion, but in no way do we sympathize with the reactionary
government of Poland, nor with the Polish Social-Democ-
ratic Party which supports such a government.

Whether they be citizens of Germany, Italy and Japan,
or of England, France and Poland, all Communists in the

belligerent states must solely work to win over the masses
to the revolutionary united front in prepartion for turn-
ing the counter-revolutionary war into a revolutionary war.
To accomplish this aim, it is necessary to expose the treach-
ery of the Social-Democratic Parties.

(B) In all such neutral nations as the United States,
Communists should expose to the people the imperialist
policy of the government of the propertied classes. Though

nominally neutral, the policy of the United States is to sup-
port the imperialist war and to reap profit from it. Dur-
ing the past two years, the American imperialist, wearing
the false mask of sympathy,’have made tremendous for-

tunes out of the Sino-Japanese War. In my interview on
September 1, I still believed that the American capitalists
would, for the time being, not give up their democratic
institutions; but within these last two weeks they have al-
ready declared a state of “Partial Emergency.” In this
way they have followed England and France and openly
turned reactionary and militarist. Communists must op-
pose this false neutrality which actually supports imperial-
ist war. They must oppose the capitalists’ drive toward
fascism, and the treachery of the Social-Democratic Party;

17



and they must struggle to keep their country out of thy
war, and to limit the conflict. R
~ (C) In the colonial and semi-colonial countries, as:{§
China, it is the task of the national united fronts to res"
the aggressor; or to oppose the aggressor, as in India. |
united fronts should strive to win national independenci

In order best to develop the united front and defeat tiy

enemy, traitors who betray the interests of the nation mus
be opposed. In the colonies of the belligerent nations, th§
people must oppose the national traitors who advocate sup
port of the imperialist war; and they must oppose mob
ization of the people for the war. The colonial peoplef§
must be told of the suffering and destruction in the firs
imperialist war. The national liberation movements cam
not succeed in the colonies and semi-colonies if the nation§

traitors are not opposed.

10. The Future of the War ‘_

The second imperialist war will not end soon. I am iff
complete agreement with Comrade Voroshiloff’s address t&
the 18th Congress of the Communist Party of the Sovi'l,_
Union. He said, “Modern war is war of attrition, pro%
longed, unending and indecisive.” “The inevitable gend
eral armed conflict will be a life and death struggle uns
precedented in the history of the world.” The second im
perialist world war is an unparalleled calamity to mankind§
The entire world will be swept with death, disease, hunge
unemployment, curtailment of civil rights and destructio
of families. Faced with such annihilation, we cannot doub
that the peoples of the imperialist nations will awake an
join hands with their oppressed brothers of the :‘g
and semi-colonies. Together they will oppose the imperials
ist war and sweep the world with revolutions far greaterJ®
than those of the first world war.

13
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At the time of the first imperialist world war, with the
exception of Russia, there was no Communist Party. '1:0-
day, conditions are entirely different. Communist Parties
have been established in the nations of the world and their
political organizations have been strengthened and tested
in the years of conflict. During the first imperialist world
war there was no socialist state. Today, the Soviet Union
lives—the greatest power in the world! The Soviet Union
firmly opposes imperialist war and unflinchingly supports
the peoples’ wars for national emancipation. Today, the
world is clearly divided into two camps. The propertied
classes, whether they participate directly or indirectly in
the imperialist war, are the reactionaries. But clashes be-
tween these two factions will never prevent them from
joining forces against the Qoviet Union, the emancipation
movement of the peoples, the national liberation movements
of the peoples of the colonies and semi-colonies and the
world revolution. It is childish to hope that they will eon-
tinue to fight until they are easily overthrown by the re-

* volutionary forces. Today we have the world front of re-

action and opposing it, the Soviet Union, the movements
for emancipation in the imperialist nations and the national
liberation movements in the colonies and semi-colonies. To-
gether they are charged with the responsibility of building
the revolutionary front, of overthrowing the front of reac-
tion, of turning the imperialist war into a revolutionary
war, of destroying the basic cause of war-—the capitalist
class, and of releasing all the oppressed peoples from ca-
pitalism and imperialist war. This is a tremendous strug-
gle. It requires of every revolutionary that he hold out
staunchly and firmly. It is a process of educating, organ-
izing and leading the people in the struggle against the
capitalist class. Capitalist economy is dying. Great

19
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. change and revolution are at hand. We are living in a ne
period of revolutionary struggle—a time of birth for
new world. Today we are entering this momentous periody

Having carried on the war of resistance against
Japanese militarist aggressors for two years, the Chines§
nation, today, is an important and powerful contituent of
the revolutionary front of the world. None can doubt thaf
the war for the national liberation of four hundred andj
fifty millions will have tremendous influence on the
gle for reforming the world. Imperialist war is destrucd
tive, whether it be in Europe or in China. But the existence}
and growth of the Soviet Union, of the people’s movement'_'
for emancipation in the capitalist nations and of the moveff
ments for national liberation in the colonies and semi- S
colonies—all these are friends of China and her reliables
supporters. Together, China, the Soviet Union and ali
peoples’ movements for freedom and independence
build a strong and unshakeable united front—a revolu-§
tionary united front—to oppose the front of counter-revolus
tion. Wars and crises weaken and cripple the imperialists{
This is favourable for the people’s national liberation andj
freedom movements, for China’s resistance and for the®

e
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construction of a Communist order by the Soviet Union.}
Clouds darken the horizon, but breaking through them wej
see the bright sun of tomorrow. The days of imperialism§
are numbered—the fighters for freedom are girding for thej
final conflict. If the National Anti-Japanese United Front{
of the Chinese people remains firm, if we hold out in they
war of resistance, oppose surrender, strengthen unity and_{
progress in democracy, if we struggle on shouting the slog-}
an of progress and freedom—then will our enemy be an-
nihilated and then will the new, free and independent Chi-J8
na come into being. | .

20

Friction Aids Japan

(An interview given by Mao Tze-tung to the reporters
of the Central News Agency, Sao Tang Pao and Hsin Min
Pao, Yenan, September 11, 1939.) x.

Reporters: We have just read in the Hsin Chunghua Pao
the speech which you delivered on September 1 in which
you touched on a number of problems, concerning which
we would like to have more information. We have there-
fore prepared a list of questions, divided into three sec-

tions, for you to answer.

Mao Tze-tung: I shall be glad to answer them. In ac-
cordance with the order in which you have written down
your points, let us first discuss the problem of the War
of Resistance. You ask whether the stage of stalemate
has commenced. I am of the opinion that it has done so
subject to certain conditions—the development of the new
international situation, the further increase of Japan’s dif-
ficulties, and China’s continued determination not to com-
promise with the enemy. Of course, we do not neglect
the possibility that the Japanese will launch new and larger
offensives, such as drives on Pakhoi, Changsha and Sian.
But, if the above conditions hold, we may say that the pe-
riod of large-scale enemy offensives accompanied by tac-
tical withdrawals of our forces has come to an end.

The essential content of the “stage of stalemate’ is acti\te
preparation for a counter-attack against the enemy. This
conception is an all-embracing one. It means that during
the second stage, China must prepare all possible forces
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required for this purpose. Under “preparation for a coun- }
ter-offensive” we do not understand an immediate attack. §

Such an attack should not be begun prematurely, and the-§
- counter-offensive we speak of is a general strategic counter- §
offensive and not an isolated, partial, counter-attack as- j
sociated with any single engagement, such as the recent §
annihilation of the Japanese in Southeast Shansi. Counter- }
attacks of this nature are already possible, and they are §
indispensable. But for the strategic counter-offensive, the ;
time is not yet ripe. Now is the time for active preparation j
only. The possibility is not excluded, of course, that, dur- §
ing this period of preparation, we may be called upon to 4

repulse possible tactical attacks by the enemy.

Speaking of the tasks of the stage in their every phase, |
we must determinedly carry on our guerrilla warfare in
the rear of the enemy, smash the “mopping up” campaigns
of the Japanese and frustrate their plan of economic ag-
gression. On the main fronts, we must strengthen our de- §
fences so as to throw back any Japanese tactical attack. #%
In our own rear, the most essential task is to achieve posi- }
tive political improvement. All these things are necessary }
- for the preparation for the counter-offensive. The reason
for active political reform, in particular, is that one of the §

enemy’s chief methods of attack in this stage will be po-

litical. Therefore, we must strengthen our political de- $§
fences. Moreover, the more rapidly we solve the problem 3}
of democracy, the more will our political and military power {
‘be strengthened. The basis of our War of Resistance is,

and must be, complete self reliance. In the light of the new

situation in Europe, it is all the more important to stress 'f

this. Internal democracy is the main essential of regenera-
tion on the basis of self-reliance.

R: Since you point out that democracy is indispensable
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to national regeneration on the basis of self reliance, will
you tell us how we can realise it under present conditions?

M: The division of the country’s development into the
three periods of Military Governmnet, Tutelage, and Con-
stitutional Government, was indeed created by Dr. Sun
Yat-sen. But, during the last year of his life, Dr. Sun never
mentioned this scheme in his public pronouncements. In-
stead, he laid constant and particular stress on the need of
summoning the National Assembly, This serves to prove
that Dr. Sun’s theories and ideas were modified by the
changed situation of our revolution. In a critical moment
such as the present, the only way to avoid the disaster of
enslavement and to drive out the enemy is to summon the
National Assembly and establish the most widespread dem-

ocracy.

There are many opinions concerning this problem. Some
hold that the intelligence of the people is not yet on a suf-
ficiently high level to warrant the introduction of dem-

ocracy. This is entirely wrong. The progress of the peo-
ple, in understanding and experience, during this war has
been very great. With additional guidance, democracy can
certainly be practiced. North China is a fine example of
this, although we are not yet satisfied with what has been
done there. All the officers of the local governments are
elected by the people, including a number district magis-
trates. Many of the newly elected magistrates have been
elected from among the progressive local gentry and the
able youth. These things should be generally known and

discussed.

As for the problem of the “restriction of alien parties”
which you mention in the second section of your list .of
questions, this refers to local conflicts between the parties

23




‘not changed.

this point to the Central Government?
M: We have lodged a protest.
R: How did you do this?

abolition of the “Restriction of Alien Parties’” which ap-
pear to have been secretly circulated and applied, causing

friction between the Kuomintang and the Communist Party
in various places.

R: Has the Central Government replied?

M: No, we have had no formal reply yet. It is said that
the “Restrictions” have not been finally approved by Gen-
- eralissimo Chiang and that many Kuomintang members
also oppose them. Since we consider all armies fighting
the Japanese to be “friendly armies” there is no reason
why parties standing shoulder to shoulder against Japan
sdould be considered as “alien” and not “friendly’ parties.
Indeed, there are many parties and groups in our anti-
Japanese United Front, differing in numbers and influence.

What we need at a time like the present is absolute unity
and not mutual obstruction.

What is an “alien party’”? The only real alien party is
that of Wang Ching-wei, the treacherous tool of the Japa-
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in the rear. I am very glad indeed that this point has at-
tracted your attention. The position in this regard seems §
a little better now, but the essentials of the problem have

R: Has the Communist Party expressed its opinion on }

M: Early in July, Comrade Chou En-lai, the representa- §
tive of our party, wrote about it to Generalissimo Chiang
Kai-shek. On August 1 we telegraphed to Generalissimo 4
Chiang and the Government from Yenan demanding the 7

nese. This party has, politically, nothing in common Wit}l
the parties which are opposing Japanese aggression, and- it
should certainly be checked and suppressed. The KuomiIn-
tang and Communist Party, on the other hand, have com-
mon political aims—anti-Japanese resistance and the es-
tablishment of a democratic republic. The problem that
now faces the whole nation is to consolidate our national
strength to fight against the Japanese and Wang Ching-
wei and defend ourselves against their intrigues. It 1s
not the Communists who should be checked and guarded

against.

The slogans advanced by Wang Ching-wei are “Down
with Chiang Kai-shek”, “Down with the Communists”, and
“Be Friendly with Japan”’. They expose him as the com-
mon enemy of the Kuomintang, the Communist Party, and
the entire peopie. The Kuomintang and the Communists
are not enemies. Why should they obstruct each other,
when the real need is greater unity and closer co-operation.
The slogans of our two parties must be opposed In every re-
spect to those of the traitor Wang Ching-wel, S0 that he
will have no opportunity to confuse the issues. He howils,
“Down with Chiang Kai-shek.” We say, “Support Chiang
Kai-shek.” He says, “Oppose the Communists.” We reply,
“Support unity with the Communist Party”’. He advocates
friendship with the Japanese. We fight Japanese impe-
rialism to the end. This was our stand before, it is our
stand today, and it will be our stand in the future. What-
ever is opposed by the enemy will have our support. What-
ever is supported by the enemy will meet with our op-
position.

There is an old Chinese proverb popular among our mod-
ern writers. It has its origin in the Eastern Han fiynasty,
when Chu Fu, one of the greatest generals of the First Em-
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peror, sent the following order to Peng Chun, the prefect¥
ural governor of Yuyang: “Do nothing that will disheart§
en our kinsmen or please our enemies.” This is a simpled
political proposition which we shall all do well to absorb§
and remember.

As for the attitude of the Communist Party towards the
“friction” which you mentioned in your question, I WISh
to speak frankly. We are fundamentally opposed to anyf{f
friction whatsoever because, by indulging in it, the two
parties only cancel out each other’s anti-Japanese force;:?ff-
Nevertheless, if we are subjected to discrimination which i
we can no longer endure, or if any attempt is made to sup- §
press our activities we shall take a serious attitude. We &
will, of course, never attack others unless we are attacked, }
but if others attack us we shall certainly reply in kind. 3
An old proverb says: “Courtesy, to be real, must be mut-
ual.” It is wrong to receive courtesy and not reciprocate 3
it, and it is equally wrong to give it if it is not reciprocated. §
To treat our friends with civility is our fixed principle.
But, at the same time, we stand firmly on self-defense.
No Communist can afford to neglect this, and no Com- |
munist will be allowed to go beyond this limit. You gentle- Sl
‘men know all the facts of the situation and there is no 4§
need to trouble you with further explanations.

R: How is the problem of friction in North China ?

Y

M: Chang Ying-wu and Chen Chi-yung are two famous
“friction experts’” there. The activities of Chang in Hopel
and Chen in Shantung are in no way different from those 3
of the traitors. They attack the Eighth Route Army more
than they attack the Japanese. We have submitted much @
concrete evidence of this to the Generalissimo, for instance §
Chang’s written order to attack our army.
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R: Has the New Fourth Army experienced the same
friction?
"M: Yes. The tragedy of the Pinkiang massacre shocked
the whole nation.

R: Some people contend that the United Front is the most
important thing, and that it is necessary for unity that the
Border Region Government be liquidated. What 1s your

opinion on this point?

M: All sorts of nonsense is being talked, of which this
contention is one example. The Border Region is a dem-
ocratic anti-Japanese base and is, politically, the most pro-
gressive area in China. I do not see any reason to abolish
such an administration. Moreover, the Border Government
was recognized by Generallisimo Chiang Kai-shek and, in
September, 1937, was expressly sanctioned by the Execu-
tive Yuan of the National Government. It is true that Chi-
na needs unity above all—unity in the War of Resistance,
in national consolidation, and in political progress. The
opposite way will lead the country to enslavement.

R: The Kuomintang and Communist Party have differ-
ent views on the question of national unification. Is there

any possibility of a split between them?

M: If we speak only of “possibilities” then, of course,
there the “possibility’”’ exists both of greater unity and of
a split. The problem depends entirely on the attitude
adopted by both parties and particularly on the attitude of
the entire people. The Communist Party has already de-
clared its policy of co-operation. We not only desire 19-ng-
term co-operation, but we are actively fighting for 1t.

It has been reported that Generalissimo Chiank Kai-shek
declared at the Fifth Plenary Session of the Central Exe-
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cutive Committee of the Kuomintang that military force
will never again be used to settle the country’s internal §
problems. With the experience of the past behind them,
both parties realize clearly the need for long-term co-opera- §
tion and how imperative it is to avoid a split. For long- §
term co-operation, Political security, is essential. Only
thus can a split really be made impossible. Political secur- 4
ity means that the war must be fought to the end and dem-
ocracy must be practised. If this is done, unity will con- --iﬁ'
tinue and there will be no split. The joint efforts of the }
two leading parties and of the entire people must be ap-

plied to this end.

“Insist on protracted war and oppose all forms of sur-

render!”
“Insist on unification and oppose a split!”

“Insist on progress and oppose retrogression!”

These are the three great political slogans contained in
the Double Seventh (July 7) declaration of our party. They }
point out what we must do to avoid enslavement and drive '
out the enemy. We consider that there is no other way out Sl

. for the country:.

(REMARKS: The part of the interview dealing with the impe-

rialist world war has been omitted, since it corresponds entirely to

Mao Tze-tung’s speech of September 1 which is given elsewhere.)
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'The German-Soviet Non-Aggression
Pact

(An interview granted by Mao Tze-tung to a representa-
tive of the Sin Xua Rhboa, organ of the Eighth Route Army,
at Yenan on September 1, 1939.)

Question: What is the significance of the sudden con-
clusion of the German-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact.

Answer: The pact is an outgrowth of the increasing
power of Socialism in the Soviet Union and the resolute
peace policy of the Communist Party and the Government
of the U.S.S.R. Far from being incidental, it possesses
great political significance. The pact has smashed the plot
of the reactionary international bourgeoisie, headed by
Chamberlain and Daladier, to provoke a war between Ger-
many and the Soviet Union. It crushed the encirclement
of the anti-Comintern alliances of Germany, Italy and Ja-
pan. It exposed the demagogy of these fascist states and
their use of the Anti-Comintern Pact as pretext for ag-
gression. This new non-aggression pact has put peaceful
relations between Germany and the U.S.S.R. on a stable
basis and it has insured the forward march of socialist con-
struction in the Soviet Union,

In the Far East the conclusion of the pact has discour-
aged Japan, stimulated China in her war of resistance,
Strengthened the position of the anti-Japanese war camp
and poured cold water over the spines of the capitulators
of China. In these ways the pact assists the peoples of
the world in their struggle for freedom and emancipation.
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Question: Please explain the reason for the breakdow]
of the British-French-Soviet talks in Moscow. Some peopil
claim that it was the conclusion of the German-Soviet Pad
that stopped the parleys.

Answer: The talks were not successful because bo
Britain and France were insincere in these discussions. 1

In the past few years the reactionary bourgeoisie of th%:f
world, particularly the capitalists of Britain and Franced
~ have been pursuing a reactionary policy vis-a-vis the aggresy
sions of German, Italian and Japanese Fascism. Their poli -;L'
has been the so-called non-intervention policy which tolen
ated wars of aggression in the hope of obtaining greates
profits through them. It is because of this policy thaf
Britain and France have categorically turned down the So
viet proposal, repeatedly put forth, for the organizaion
of a genuine anti-aggression front; but stood aloof, refusingy
to make any resistance to German, Italian and Japanesé
aggression, in order that they might come out openly fox
intervention which the Fascists lay prostrate, exhausted byl
their wars. In fact, this reactionary policy has already§
sacrifice half of China to Japan, the whole of Ethiopi_‘f'
Spain, Austria and Czechoslovakia to Italy and Germany,}
and, at the same time, has endeavoured to betray the Sobie#4
Union.

In the Moscow parleys which lasted more than four!
months, from April 15 to August 23, although the Soviet}
Union tried its best to come to an agreement, Britain and}]
France stood adament in their opposition to the principles3
of equality and reciprocity, but, instead demanded gua-:-'_ﬁ_j
rantee of safety from the Soviet Union, while refusing tog
give a similar guarantee of safety to the U.S.S.R. and teg
the Baltic states. Thus they left open a loophole for Ger- Sl
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man invasion and encouraged it by refusing to agree jco
the passage of Soviet troops through Polish territory In

order to fight aggression.

At this juncture, Germany departed from her ant?-So—
viet stand, showed her willingness to desert the antl-(_?o-
mintern bloc and recognized the inviolability of t}le Soviet
frontires. Thus the German-Soviet Non-Aggresison Pact

was signed.

The non-intervention policy of British and French reac-
tion has been sheer imperialist egotism. It was put ll%tO
practice the moment Chamberlain was installed as premier
and culminated in the Munich Conference of September,
1938. It is responsible for the fiasco of the Moscow talks:.
Hence forth a situation was bound to arise, where the Bri-
tish-French imperialist combination would try to cut the
throat of their rival imperialist group: that of Germany

and Italy.

In the plenary session of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China in 1938, I said that Chamber-
lain’s policy would result in his being “hoist by his own pe-
tard.” Chamberlain ended by falling prey to his own ego-
istic scheme. This law governs the development of all re-

actionary policies.

Question: What is your view of the possible changes in
the international situation?

Answer: The international situation has today entel:ed

a new phase. The second imperialist world war (which
has for long been waged on a limited scale—that is to say,
with one imperialist combination attacking while the otl_ler
stood by and watched, as a result of the non-intervention
policy) will now involve ever greater areas and I}umbers of

+ countries, judging by the present tendencies m Europe.
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The second imperialist war is entering its second stage.
the Far East a new stage will also emerge.

- In Europe an imperialist war is imminent between thg
German-Italian and British-French combinations for a rej
division of the colonies of the world. To deceive the masf
ses and to mobilize public opinion in support of the war§s
both belligerents will be shameless enough to claim tha
their cause is just and that of their adversary unjust. Thig
is obviously a lie. Both belligerents, pursuing their imrg
rialist aims, have nothing more in view than control of cod
lonies and semi-colonies. It is nothing but a predatory wa,
Today a fight is raging for the control of Poland, the Balg
kans and the Mediterranean coast. |

Only a war for liberation is a non-predatory and just war.
Communists oppose predatory wars but support those which§
are waged for freedom and emancipation. Today there is}
a split taking place in the Social Democratic Parties affil-§
~iated to the Second International. Faced with threats and
bribes from Chamberlain and Daladier ,the upper strataf
favors the second imperialist war just as they did the
while the lower sections are joining the anti-war, anti-3
fascist popular front together with the Communists. Fol-}
lowing the pattern of German and Italian Fascism, Cham-{
berlain and Daladier are now attempting to make their re-}
gimes more reactionary and more Fascist with the excuse!
of emergency regulations for mobilization and wartime eco- 38
nomic control. In short, the two powerful imperialist§
groups are making fervent preparations for war and the j
danger of massacre threatens millions of people.

Realizing these conditions, we cannot doubt that the
broad masses of the world will arise in a great anti-war
movement. The peoples of Germany, Italy, Britain, France
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and all other sections of the world, Wl}o are unwilling- to
be used as cannon fodder, will rise against the second im-

perialist war.

Besides the two warring groups, there is a third heade.d
by the United States and including many 9f tl}e sj:ates in
Central and South America. This groups, likewise 1¥npelled
by its own interests, stands aloof at least for the time be-
ing. It is possible that it will cooperate with t-h§ Soviet
Union for the promotion of world peace. By remaining neu-
tral, American imperialism hopes to emerge with T:he hege--
mony of world capitalism. For the presc?nt,_ Amerlc::m capi-
talism is not prepared to overthrow their dechrz}tlc insti-
tutions and peace-time national economy. This 18 condu-

cive to world peace.

As to Japanese imperialism, it is looking forwa:rd to a
more difficult future as a result of the German-Soviet Non-
Aggresison Pact, which is extremely un_favorable to Japan.
Japanese foreign policy is undecided in thp .face ?f the
struggle going on between the two :Empenahsms in t{he
West. Japanese Fascist militarism still dreams of an al-
liance with Berlin and Rome, conquest of China, Inva-
sion of the South Seas and exclusion of British, {Xmgncan
and French interests from the Far Easts. Their _11bera:l
bourgeoisie contend that concessions must be made to Bri-
tain, America and France in order to secure help for con-
solidation of the conquest of China. Formerly it looked as
though an Anglo-Japanese mppmachemen:t ‘E:ould. be eif-
fected. The reactionary bourgeoisie of Britain vsflshed to
divide China with Japan and to aid Japan financmlly_a'nd
economically, in exchange for Japanese protection of Brlt.ISh
interests in the Far East. Be that as it may, Japanese 1m-
perialism will not and cannot change from her basic po-
licy of conquest of China. A large-scale Japanese drive
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may be unlikely in the future, but Tokyo will launch with:§
greater vigor than ever the political offensive for playing }
Chinese off against Chinese and the economic offensive of 4
- supporting the war through the war. In the occupied areas
Japan will continue her savage mopping-up campaigns. She §
has always planned in the war to force China to surrend- }
er by calling a Far Eastern Munich with the assistance §
of Britain, when the situation best suited. By making mi- 5
nor concessions to China she hoped to conclude peace and
convert our country into a Japanese colony. This aim of §
Japanese imperialism will never be altered until the day 3
when the Japanese people rise in revolt. It will never |
change no matter what changes in government the ruling
class of Japan may make.

jr" Beyond the capitalist world there is another brilliant

- world—that of Socialist Russia. The German-Soviet Pact
" has strengthened the position of the Soviet Union in for-
| eign affairs. It has increased the power of the Soviet ]
- Union to aid the peace movement throughout the world. }
~ It has increased the power of the Soviet Union to aid Chi-
~ na in her resistance and to help all the oppressed nations of 4

the world in their struggle for liberation. The Soviet
Union is ready to give assistance to all nations and peoples
in their struggle for emancipation. This is my view of the
\ International situation.

Question: What are the prospects for China in the pre-
sent situation? -
i
Answer: Two possible roads are open before us. The
one leads to regeneration—if we continue the resistance,
maintain our unity and promote democracy. The other %
leads to disintegration if we surrender, become disunited 3
~and follow reactionary policies. o
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Whatever the new international situation may be, the
stage of our tactical retreat has been completed under con-
ditions of increasing difficulty for the enemy, beca:us_e of
our refusal to compromise. Today we are -appxjo.achmg the
stage of stalemate—the stage of active preparaiflon for the
counter-offensive. The stalemate at the front is, however
in inverse proportion to that in the rear of the enemy. In
other words, the greater the deadlock at thP: frqnt_, the
less at the rear. Hence, the large—s;:ale mopping-up cam-
paigns in the occupied areas, especially in North China,
where they have been intensified since the fall of Wuhan.

The policy of Great Britain in the Far.East is.to call‘ a
Far Eastern Munich conference and this (}rastlcally in-
creases the dangers of capitulation and factional warfa:re.
Since there is great discrepancy between Japan and China
in the matter of strength, we must, all of us, strenuously
exert ours lives to thoroughly prepare for the co'unf-ter-of-
fensive, or the third stage. Our tasks are so serious that
they require our complete devotion. Chma' mus't- take a
resolute stand and cherish no illusions at this critical mo-
ments. China must carry on the war of resistance, oppose
every move for compromise, smash the Wang Ching-wel
clique, whether it be exposed or masked, resist every tempt-
ation offered by Japan or England and refuse to listen to the
talk of a Far Eastern Munich. China musj: preserve her
unity and oppose every attempt to create fI'lCtl-OIl, w:he{:her
1t be made by Japan, England or Chinese capltl'.llatlomsts.
Friction endangers the war of resistance and it must be

stopped.

Then too, China must encourage democracy within the
country and oppose every reactionary tendency. Thoughtsf
Institutions and measures which are inimical to the war o
resistance must be revised, no matter whether they involve
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the army, the government, the economy, finance, parties,
culture, education or mass movement of our country. If }

this be done, it goes without saying that China will the j
 more efficiently be able to prepare for the counter-offen- 3
sive., From today hereafter the whole nation must prepare
for the counter-offensive—this is the chief task of resist- |
ance. Defences in certain areas must be bolstered up and #&
substantial assistance to our warriors who fight behind the §
lines of the enemy. On the other hand, political and mili- §

tary reforms must be instituted.

In the field of foreign relations we regard those who as- |
sist us as our friends and those who aid the enemy as our §
foes. Germany and Italy for instance, have helped the
enemy in the past, and for that reason Wang Ching-wei’s S8
demands for rapproachement with those two nations are '!%;
wrong and treasonable. Should Germany and Italy cease §
alding the enemy we might reconsider our position and 4

improve our relations with them in order to weaken Japan.

Should Britain, assist our enmey, then we should abandon
all hope of aid from her and vigilantly guard against be- |
ing caught by any traps she might set to endanger our war

of resistance.

As to the Soviet Union, we must strengthen the rela-

tions between our country and her and form a true united
front of the two great nations; for we need greater assist-
ance from her in our struggle. The same should be our at-
titude toward America.

We clearly understand that it is the broad masses, and

not the governments of the capitalist nations, who are our
most reliable friends and who give us the most help in our
resistance. In short, we are ready to use anything that
will benefit our war of liberation and ultimate victory is
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certain 1if we take a resolute stand and pursue a correct
policy.

The whole of the people must support Generalissimo
Chiang Kai-shek, and the National Government, oppose cap-
itulation, insist on unity, oppose splitting tactics, insist on
democracy, oppose reaction, and mobilize all forces for the
counter-offensive.  Whether China will triumph in her fu-
ture counter-attack is pre-determined by her stand and_
work today. I hope that every patriotic party and group,
that every patriotic fellow-countryman, will give careful
consideration to this vital question and assume the respon-
sibilities and march toward the bright future of a liberated
Chinese nation! The greatest battle for emancipation in
the history of mankind is being waged today and the Chi-
nese nation is sure of achieving its liberation if we fight
hard for it!
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But the war camp includes all patriotic parties and
groups and all the patriotic citizens—the majority of our
nation; while the peace clique—i.e. the defeatists, can count

| | only a few wavering elements in our anti-Japanese camp.
The Gravest Danger In The Present 1,acking numbers they resort to lies. They attack the Com-

Situation 4 munists in the war camp with slander of disruption, In-
f activity and insubordination of the Eighth Route and New
Fourth Route Armies. They tell of seccession and ag-
grandizement by the Shensi-Kansu-Ningsha Border Region;
they whisper of Communist expansion and of attempts to

(An article by Mao Tze-tung on the second anniver- °§
sary of the War of Resistance, July 7, 1939.) '

Confronted with Japanese imperialist aggression, the G overthrow the National Government and they are horri-
nese nation has but one choice:—to fight or to surrend .-- fied at attempted aggression by Soviet Russia. They man-
During the period between the Mukden and the Marco Po afacture falsehoods and forge documents in order to de-
Bridge Incidents (1931 to 1937) controversy over this proly ceive the people and kill the truth that they may the bet-
lem involved the whole of our nation. All patriotic pa’il® ter mould public opinion in favor of surrender. They know,
ties, organizations and citizens came to but one conclusi' these defeatists, that the Communist Party of China 1s
——we shall survive if we fight and we shall be dismemberef the pioneer for and the strong supporter of the National
if we capitulate. But the defeatists arrived at another cong Anti-Japanese United Front, and they know too that they
clusion. They said we would be dismembered if we foughj can destroy the cooperation between the Communist Party
and that we should give in if we wish to survive. The ouf] and the Kuomintang, split the National United Front and
break of war at Marco Polo Bridge ended the controversy make for surrender only if they oppose the Communists.
for the time being and the long resistance following it hajll® Moreover, they have pinned their hopes to the compromise
confirmed the correctness of the first conclusion and exJl  advocated by the Japanese imperialists. They actually be-
posed the fallacy of the second. 3 lieve that Japan, having failed to win the war, will change

her fundamental policy and withdraw her troops from Cen-
tral, South and North China and that China will score her

“victory” without having to fight at all.

But no irrevocable decision was taken even then becaus§
of strong pressure from three sources: the Japanese impél
yvialists’ policy of instigating capitulation, the attempts alg
appeasement by the international defeatists and the insta On the international field they have their plans too.
ility of certain sections of our National Anti-Japanes§ Many of those waverers hope for intervention by world
Uniteq Front. These people have tried to cover the old Dowers in the East: they expect them to force Japan to
sue with a new -“problem of war or peace.” Tbey ha‘!;_ | talk peace—but they also expect pressure to be put on the
encouraged conflict between the camp for continued 164 Chinese Government, so that they (the defeatists) may say

sistance and the cliques advocating peace. And the confe i, i batriotic

clusions for each remain the same as before.

38

39



“You see, the international situation is like this. H;;
can we continue to fight? Let us talk peace then. The Pg
cific Conference is for the benefit of China. No, no, it

not a Munich, but aid for the recovery of China.”

iy
F'1
]

These are their point of view, their policy and th
intrigues. This is the game of Wang Ching-wei and he hg
played it again and again. And there are still many of th
same stripe playing the same tricks behind the shield of th
Anti-Japanese United Front. 5

'

We Communists openly declare our complete and lasti u
adherence to the continuance of the war of resistance. W4
support Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek, the National Go
ernment and the national programme for the war. Wi
firmly oppose the so-called peace group. We are willing
to join hands with all patriotic parties and organizations—
with all patriotic citizens of our country to strengthen th
National Anti-Japanese United Front and the cooperatiot
between the Kuomintang and the Communist Party and t§
execute the Three Peoples Priciples (San Min Chu I). W]
have but one objective—to drive the enemy back to thd
borders of Korea and recover all of our lost territories. |

We have nothing but condemnation for either the Wan§
Ching-wei’s who are openly traitors or their brothers, Wh_'
secretly exacerbate fraction between the Communist Part}
and the Kuomintang in order to split our unity and ref
duce our country to civil war. It is undeniable that thei§
splitfing intrigues are preparation for capitulation and
that their policy, at the cost of the whole nation, is thq
expression of nothing but the selfish interests of a fewy
We have faith in the judgment of our people and we knowj
every intrigue will be exposed for what it is.

E 3

Those who declare that the proposed Pacific Confer.
40 1'

ence is not a Munich in the Orient are uttering nonsense.
The so-called Pacific Conference 1s intended to do for Chi-

‘na exactly what Munich did to Czechoslovakia.

And equally nonsensical are the illusions of some whp
hope that Japanese imperialism will repent and make radi-
ca] concessions. These fascist aggressors will never change
their policy of dismembering China—they cannot change
it !

After the fall of Hankow the Japanese adopted mealy-
mouthed words and made enticing promises that they would
discard their policy of refusing to negotiate with the Na-
tional Government and that they would withdraw the%r
troops from Central and South China. These are but bait
with which they hope to catch unwary fish. He who is will-
ing to take the bait into his mouth should be prepared to
be caught!

Similar intrigues are used by the international defeatists
to induce China to surrender. These appeasers acquiesce
in and their mouths water over the prospects of gain at
the proposed Pacific Conference. Their proposals are
equally deceptive.

The question of whether to fight or give in 13 now called
the “question of peace or war.” But the substance has not
changed. This is the fundamental, basic question f?r us.
The past six months have been crucial—Japan has inten-
sified the use of every means to force us to surrender; the
international defeatists have increased their activities fo:r
appeasement and above all certain sections of the Anti-
Japanese National United Front have become less stablﬁ
and fomented disputes over the question of “peace or war.
These developments show how the possibility of cap113ula-
tion might constitute a grave danger in the present situa-
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tion and that opposition to the Communists—a split in the
unity between the Kuomintang and the Communist Party |
and the resultant national solidarity in resistance—ecan be 3

- regarded as first steps toward surrender.

Faced with these dangers, our patriotic parties 'and fel-
low countrymen should open their eyes to the activities of .
the defeatists and they should understand that capitulation

of our nation who must make the final decision.
for strengthening national unity. So are all patriotic par-
 ties and citizens. Even should the defeatists seem to be
making a success with their intrigues for awhile, eventually
they will be exposed and subjected to the wrath of the peo-
ple of China. The historic misison of the Chinese nation
1s to unite to carry on the war of resistance in order that
emancipation may be won. | ~
At the present time opposition to peace talks and split-
ting tactics is the most urgent demand on all patriotic par-
ties and citizens. Let all the people of China unite and

persevere in the resistance! Let us stamp out the intrigues
for surrender and disunity! -
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'We Communists are for the continuation of the war and |}

_

13 the main danger at the present time and that attacks on
the Communists are preludes to surrender. They should §
make every effort to oppose splitting intrigues and plots
for capitulation. A few traitors to our country cannot be §
permitted to weaken or sabotage the sacred war of re- §
sistance which the flesh and blood of the whole nation have
fought for two years. These defeatists cannot be per- }
mitted to break or split the National Anti-Japanese United -
Front and the Kuomintang-Communist cooperation which
have been so dearly won by the whole nation. Continua- .

tion of the fight and strengthening of our solidarity mean
survival for China. Disunity and compromise mean con-
quest and dis-memberment of our country. It is the people

Political Aspects Of The Spiritual
Mobilization Movement

(An address before the mass meeting on Spiritual
Mobilization and May Day, May 1, 1939, Yenan.)

Comrades:

Today the people of Yenan, of all walks of life, are 1'.101d-
ing this great meeting in order to translate the Splntugl
Mobilization Movement into action. At the same tm‘ne,. this
meeting commemorates Labor Day. Consequently it is of

enormous significance.

Today is May First. On this day, the proletariat and the
toilers of the world, wherever they are able to do so, are
holding large-scale demonstrations. Con_lrades: f&gamst
whom do they demonstrate? Against Fascism! Against ag-

gression!

In China on this day the entire working c?ass ::a,nd all
toilers hold mass meetings, wherever it is posglble, in cele-
bration of May Day and against the aggression of Japai-l-
nese imperialism. At the same time, rallying to the ca
of Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek, the whole people, W(?I'k—
ers, peasants, merchants, students, soldi?rs, party. functu;)}:}-
aries, government officials, military off'u?erg, ordinary citl-
zens and people of different political affiliations are par];C}c1-
pating in the Spiritual Mobilization m_ovement _and ta }ng
the oath against the traitors, for continued I:ias,lstanceil 0t
the consolidation of the people’s force and will ‘ufhroug 01;.
the length and breadth of the country. What is the pu
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pose of this? To defeat Japanese imperialism (thunder
ous applause), to bring the country out of the crisis, and toj
build a new China (applause, followed by cries: Down with}
the Japanse imperialism! Fight for a New Chinal) Thla
18 the first point I wish to emphasize in connection w1th
the significance of our meeting here today.

i

Next, why is it that we must launch a general mobiliza-1 -
tion of the spiritual forces of the nation? Why does Gen-}
eralissimo Chiang Kai-shek sponsor such mobilization ? Be-}
cause our enemy, the Japanese military Fascists, in order
to achieve their object of conquering China, are moblhzmg
all the national resources of Japan to continye their aggres-
~sive and predatory war against China and the massacre of
our people. Moreover, rotten elements in China, such a.s
Wang Ching-wei and his followers, are helping Japanese 1m-
perialism by activities harmful to resistance and the in-
terests of the nation. They are carrying on a campalgn
under the slogan “Down with Chiang Kai-shek and Com- %
munism.” They have organized “Anti-Communist Natlon-—
al Salvation Leagues” in Hong Kong and Shanghai Wlth
Wang as the leader. They want also to set up a puppet
government which will capitulate to Japanese 1mper1a11sm
In the face of these increase activities of Japanese 1m-
perialism and its allies, the traitors, it is necessary for
us to carry on a campaign of spiritual mobilization, call----
ing upon our 450,000,000 compatriots for unity and f1rm
determination to fight to the end against Japanese 1mpe-
rialism, the traitors, Wang Ching-wei, the Trotzkyites and
corrupt politicians; for Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek and
the National Government, for cooperation between Kuo— 3
mintang and Communists, for the mobilization of all our -
forces in the fight for ultimate victory! How far shall we
push forward in our struggle? As far as the Yalu River’ '_:;;
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(Border of Korea—ed.) (Applause) Until all our lost ter-
ritories have been recovered! (Applause.)

’ We shall not stop until our object is gained. For this
reason, Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek has called for the
general mobilization of the spiritual forces of the people apd
we, the Communists, have rallied to him and support him
in his call. Here, in Yenan, today, we have a large gather-
ing of people from our party, government, army, popular
organizations, institutions and schools, who have asse.ntfbled
to take the oath to carry out the programme of Spiritual
Mobilization. We are here with one object: to beat the
enemy and build up a new China! (Applausp, followeq by
shouts: All Chinese unite! Support Generalissimo Chiang
Kai-shek! Carry out Spiritual Mobilization! Support thp
Kuomintang! Support the Communist Party! For conti-
nued Kuomintang-Communist cooperation Down Wlth' the
traitor, Wang Ching-wei! Down with the Trotskyites!
Down with Japanese imperialism! Long Live the Eman-

cipation of China!)

Let us turn to the questions of state and nation. Our
state is for the whole people, for workers, peasants, sol-
diers, students, merchants and all patriotic Chinese, buif
not for the Japanese invaders, the traitors, Wgng Ching-wel
and his gang or the Trotzkyites. Our state will exclufie npt
only traitors like Wang but also those who follow in his
footsteps and, while not openly committing treason, are
doomed by their short-sightedness to fall into the traps set
by the traitors and the enemy. Our nation has been inde-
pendent and self-respecting for thousands of years. . It
cannot co-exist with Japanese imperialism. Only anti-Ja-
Panese administrations can exist in our state. Puppet or-
ganizations cannot be tolerated. We must defend our Fa-
therland. We want to liberate China completely, to smash
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the attempt of Japanese imperialism to encroach on our .
dependence and to destroy the traitors who sell out t¥
interests of the mnation. This is what we mean when ;_Q_
say, “The state and nation are supreme.” (Loud cries: Df
fend the Fatherland to the last drop of blood! Long li%
the liberation of the Chinese nation! Down with
traitors!)

To defend the Fatherland and llberate the Chinese peop
we must achieve victory in our war of resistance.
Communist Party of China has persistently held the vief
that “anti-Japanese resistance is above everything: ever
thing must be subordinated to anti-Japanese resmtanc
all forces must be mobilized for the final victory!” Wh
does this mean? It means—the army first, victory firsh
Today victory is our only objective. We shall do and d
fend anything that is conducive to victory and beneficig
to resistance. We shall refrain from doing and oppo
whatever is harmful to victory and resistance. We mus
fight against the activities of Wang Ching-wei and
gang, of Trotzkyites and trouble-makers, of reactionarief
and intriguers. We must destroy everything and everyon
that undermines our resistance! (Applause; Shouts 0]
‘“Anti-Japanese resistance above all! Mobilize all force
Fight for the final victory! The army first Victory flI‘S

Against compromise and capitulation! Down with t
traitors!) -

In order to achieve the final victory, push on to the ban
of the Yalu River and recover all the lost territories,

must unify and concentrate the thoughts, will and force of§
the entire people. This means that we must further unif¥ ;:
and consolidate the Anti-Japanese National United Fron
This is what Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek has in a'*-?-;.

when he calls for the concentration of force and will. Al f,
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thoughts must be focused on the final triumph.

~ Can wé concentrate on any other objective? Is it possible
to reach a peaceful compromise with Japan? By no means.
we must fight for victory and achieve it. All forces must
be concentrated on the anti-Japanese front.

Wang Ching-wei wanted to concentrate all the national
forces on the side of treason and capitulation. Other trou-
ble-makers and provocateurs have tried to split our strength
instead of consolidating it. In opposition to them, we say
that all energies must be concentrated on the maintenance
and strengthening of the Anti-Japanese National United
Front. Any other action is a violation of the national in-
terest. We shall fight against such violations and brand
all those who advocate them as traitors. (Shouts: Focus
all thought on the final victory! Concentrate all forces on

the anti-Japanese front!)

The fight for final victory and the consolidation of the
Anti-Japanese National United Front necessitates a change
of outlook on the part of the entire people, completely eli-
minating all that is bad and degenerate. Selfishness, cow-
ardice, corruption and lethargy—we must rid ourselves of
these entirely. It is for this reason that we hold up hard
struggle as a model for work. We must adopt on a wider
scale this method of action, which our forefathers, as hard
workers, have handed down to us as their heritage. We
must eliminate completely the selfishness, cowardice, cor-
ruption and lethargy which can still be observed among 2

Section of our people.

The firm and correct political orientation on which we
Communists insist helps us, in wartime, to rectify all ideas
Prejudicial to the state, the nation and our war of resist-
ance. These ideas are, first of all, the traitorous theories
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of the Wang Ching-wei group and the Trotzkyites. Thd
there are some people who say: “Marxism Is incompatih)
with the Three People’s Principles (Sam Min Chu I).”
. this remark right or wrong? It is entirely wrong. S
Yat-sen, himself, clearly said: “Marxism is g good frie ‘3
of the Three People’s Principles,” a statement that is
repudiated by these people, who try to foster antagonis”

In order that we may achieve a firm and correct politicg
orientation all such wrong ideas must be rectified of
stamped out. Such 1 political orientation is Inseparab}ii
from the encouragement of hard struggle as a mode] fo}
work. Conversely, without hard struggle as a model f 08
work, it is impossible to translate a firm and correct polif
tical standpoint into action. (Applause; shouts of “Do
with selfishness! Down with cowardice! Down with cor
ruption! Down with incorrect thought! Persevere in
firm and correct political orientation! Rigidly follow harg
struggle as a model for work!)

Finally, our sole guiding general principle in the war
armed resistance and nationa] reconstruction is the Threg
People’s Principles. The Three People’s Principles forn
the political basis of the Anti-Japanese National Unite
Front and must be put into practice during the struggl
against Japanese ageression and for a new China. The]
principle of People’s N ationalism is nothing other than the
overthrow of Japanese imperialism. The principle of Peo-
ple’s Democracy means nothing other than the granting of
freedom to the entire people. The principle of PEOPIE’S-E
Livelihood means that the whole people must be given work, 2
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food and clothing. These things are good and necessary and

we must resolutely put them into action. From now on, the

entire people must fight for their realization.

Only by resisting to the end, advancing 'to 1Ehe banks of
the Yalu River, recovering all our lost' territories, and tak-
ing a definite stand against capitulation and be;-tray:al can
one really be a faithful adherent of Sun Yat-sen’s prlnc.lple
of Nationalism. Only by giving freedom of speech_, publica-
tion, assembly and association to the wa Par Hsing (com-
mon people), refraining from oppressing the p,eopl.e and
“arousing the masses” in accordance with Dr. Sun’s W11_1 can
we carry out his principle of Democracy: Only by striving
to reduce the hardships of the majority of the Izeople,
through, for example, the realization of Sun Yat-sen’s slo-
gan “the land to those who till it” and through the launch-
ing of a production campaign to give.woyk, food a:nd. cloth-
ing to everyone can we justify a belief in the pr}nmple of
Livelihood. Comrades! Let us all strive to be falth_fu! ad-
herents of the Three People’s Principles and good disciples
of Sun Yat-sen. Let no one, who is a hypocrite, pose as a
follower of the Three Principles. Let no man who is cor-
rupt pretend to be a student of them. We should not only
talk of the Three Principles but we must completely put
them into practice.

I hope that the entire people will enforce the kind of
nationalism that is determined on the overthlfow of J?,pa-
Nese imperialism and the liberation of the Chinese nation:
that the whole people will realize the kind of democracy
that helps and arouses the Lao Pai Hsing and en.dows.them
with democratic rights; that the whole people will strive tq
carry out the principle of Livelihood that gives the Lao Pm
Hsing work, food and clothing. The whole cour}tryf de-
Mmands the enforcement of the Three People’s Principles.
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Let us fight for it! (Applause and shouts of “Carry out the
Three People’s Principles throughout the Country!’) i

We are meeting today precisely for these aims, and these |
aims too are the object of Spiritual Mobilization. We must
thoroughly carry out and really enforce the Three People’ S i
Principles! We must mobilize all forces to fight for fmal
victory, push on to the banks of the Yalu River and recover 3
our lost territories! We must drive Japanese 1mper1a11sm
out of the country! We must build the New Republic of
China! (Prolonged cheers and applause.) !
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