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Pine tree, an evergreen conifer of the family Pinaceae, grows on a vast area
below 800m above sea level except the northern highlands of Korea. It is
20-30m tall and 60cm in diameter. It has furrowed bark. The Korean people
have long regarded the pine tree, which is viable and evergreen, as a symbol
of the unflinching spirit of the nation. At present, the pine tree has struck its
root deep in the hearts of the Korean people as the national tree of Korea.
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Bamboo is a perennial grass of the family
Poaceaec and grows in the middle and
southern areas of Korea below 600m above
sea level. It grows 10-20m upright and
measures 5-15c¢cm in diameter. Its culm and
leaves are glossy green. It is evergreen and
remains straight even though it is burnt. The
Korean people who regarded it as the most
honourable to be loyal to the country have
made the bamboo as the symbol of unfailing
fidelity.
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Sweetbrier is a broad-leaved deciduous shrub within the family
Rasaceae. It grows in groups on sandy beaches and hilly areas except the
northern highlands of Korea. As it strikes its roots deep in sandy soil and
remains beautiful and fragrant even in strong sea wind, the Korean people
are very fond of the sweetbrier.
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