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NEW YEAR ADDRESS

January 1, 1974

Dear comrades,

We have seen out the year 1973, the year of glory which witnessed
great successes in the revolutionary struggle and construction, and are
welcoming a hopeful new year 1974, which will sparkle with a new
struggle and victory.

Allow me to offer, on behalf of the Central Committee of the
Workers’ Party of Korea and the Government of the Republic, warm
New Year congratulations and greetings to our heroic working class
and cooperative farmers and all other working people who worked
courageously for socialist construction last year.

Allow me also to extend warm New Year greetings to the valiant
officers and men of the People’s Army and People’s Security Forces,
the public security personnel, Worker-Peasant Red Guardsmen and
Young Red Guardsmen who are stoutly defending the security of the
motherland and the gains of the revolution.

I extend my New Year greetings to the south Korean
revolutionaries and democratic figures, young people, students and
people of all levels who are fighting courageously for the
democratization of south Korean society and the independent, peaceful
reunification of the motherland.

I warmly congratulate the members of the delegation of Koreans in
Japan headed by Comrade Hong Pong Su, Vice-Chairman of the
Central Standing Committee of Chongryon (the General Association
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of Korean Residents in Japan), and the members of different
Chongryon delegations who are greeting the New Year with us in the
homeland, and extend my New Year greetings to Comrade Han Tok Su
and all the officials of Chongryon and the Koreans in Japan and to all
other Koreans abroad.

The year 1973 was a year of victory in which brilliant successes
were gained, both internally and externally, politically and
economically, in the fight to fulfil the magnificent programme put
forward by the Fifth Congress of the Party.

Last year our people worked hard to carry out the ideological,
technical and cultural revolutions under the leadership of the Party,
holding high the banner of three revolutions, and scored great
achievements in all the political, economic and cultural fields.

Last year we brought about a great improvement in the work of
revolutionizing and working-classizing the whole of society by
keeping the ideological revolution decisively ahead of all other work.

An effective campaign was carried out to strengthen organizational
life and to establish the habit of study amongst Party members and the
working people. As a result, all of them now take an active part in
organizational life and the revolutionary habit of study, the habit of
studying while working and working while studying, has been firmly
established throughout the country.

Last year the revolutionary working class and Party nuclei and
young intellectuals performed a very important part in revolutionizing
and working-classizing the whole of society. Our Party nuclei and
young intellectuals mixed with the working people and worked hard to
combat all shades of outmoded ideas and carried on ideological
education tirelessly. In particular, the junior cadres of factories,
enterprises and cooperative farms took part in all work with the attitude
of a master, and the cadres led the masses in working hard.

With the vigorous progress of the ideological revolution last year,
all Party members and working people were armed more firmly with
the Juche idea of our Party and the monolithic ideological system of
the Party was thoroughly established in the whole of society. The level
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of political consciousness and revolutionary enthusiasm of Party
members and the working people were raised immeasurably and
everyone acquired the habit of carrying out his assignment in a
responsible manner with the attitude of a master towards the
revolution.

Great success was also achieved in the fulfilment of the three major
tasks of the technical revolution.

The most important task facing us in the fulfilment of the three
major tasks of the technical revolution last year was to concentrate
efforts on the rural technical revolution to meet 1974, the momentous
tenth anniversary of the publication of the Theses on the Socialist
Rural Question in Our Country.

Our heroic working class, infinitely faithful to the Party, built the
Kum Song Tractor Plant into a large-scale, modern plant in a very
short period and mass-produced tractors and sent them to the rural
districts. This raised the number of tractors for every 100 hectares of
cultivated land to 2-2.5, and in the plain areas to 3-4, last year.

The workers and technicians of the Sungni General Motor Works
successfully hit the target of vehicle production by displaying all their
ingenuity and creativeness, thus making a great contribution to the
rural technical revolution.

Last year a great deal was done to develop fertilizer plants, and the
material foundations were laid for applying more than one ton of
chemical fertilizer per hectare in terms of weight and over 200
kilogrammes in terms of ingredients. In particular, apatite mines were
developed on a wide scale, which made it possible to produce an
abundance of phosphatic fertilizer from domestic raw materials. And
the foundation was laid for the adequate supply of microelement
fertilizer suited to the properties of the soil and the specific qualities of
crops.

Last year many officials who graduated from agricultural
universities and young intellectuals went to the rural districts and
removed the conservatism and empiricism which remained among
officials, gave scientific and technical guidance in farm work, strictly
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observed the principles of the right crop for the right soil and the right
crop at the right time and thoroughly established a scientific system of
fertilizer application.

The active progress of the rural technical revolution and the
improvement of guidance over farm work led to a great change in
agricultural production. Our cooperative farmers, infinitely loyal to the
Party, carried out all the farm work effectively and once again reaped
an unprecedentedly rich harvest last year, and opened up broad
prospects for successfully fulfilling the assignment of grain production
under the Six-Year Plan.

Last year, in the heavy industry sector, the technical revolution was
successfully continued to bring about real progress in the work of
mechanizing, semi-automating and automating the production
processes, markedly lessen burdensome labour, save a great deal of
manpower and bring about a further improvement in production. In
particular, workers, technicians and young intellectuals took an active
part in the technical innovation movement and put forward many new
technical proposals. | am very satisfied with this.

Last year the Party and the state paid a great deal of attention to
transportation and established various new transport systems and, at
the same time, worked hard to establish new shipbuilding bases and
expand the existing ones. We have thus laid the solid material and
technical foundations for building a great many ships of various types,
including large ships, from this year onwards.

In the light industry sector we built many textile mills and knitwear,
footwear, daily necessities and foodstuff factories and established a
clothing factory in each county and workers’ settlement. As a result,
we are now in a position to ensure a better proportionate development
of heavy and light industries and supply the people with a greater
amount of high-quality consumer goods and lessen many of the
housekeeping burdens of women.

The technical revolution was energetically carried out in all
branches of the national economy and economic construction
accelerated rapidly, with the result that the foundation of an
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independent national economy has been more firmly consolidated.
Although the world is being swept by very serious economic changes
and many countries are undergoing a fuel crisis and various other
economic difficulties, the economy of our country is steadily
developing on a very stable basis, free from the impact of these
worldwide economic changes and crises. This provides added proof of
the correctness and great vitality of our Party’s line of building an
independent socialist national economy.

Last year great success was also achieved in the endeavours to carry
out the cultural revolution.

Last year we adopted the Law on Universal Compulsory Ten-Year
Education at the Second Session of the Fifth Supreme People’s
Assembly and made vigorous efforts to put it into practice. Thanks to
the energetic exertions of all the people, a great advance was made last
year in introducing universal compulsory ten-year education, and it has
already been introduced fully in some areas. There is no doubt that
universal compulsory ten-year education will be completely
introduced ahead of schedule if our people make sustained efforts with
such a high degree of enthusiasm as now.

As in school education, great strides were made in the work of
bringing up the preschool children under public care. Many nursery
schools and kindergartens were built and their operation was
improved, with the result that more than 3.5 million children are being
raised in nursery schools and kindergartens at state and public expense
and women are able to go to work free from cares.

Last year the habit of study was thoroughly established and
technical expertise was widely disseminated amongst the working
people to raise their overall technical and cultural levels significantly.

Last year we carried out a strong campaign to introduce refined
practices in production work and daily life in the urban and rural areas.
The result was that the factories and enterprises were kept neat and
tidy, the appearance of town and country underwent a radical change
and a great improvement was effected in the way of life of the working
people. The mass movement for introducing water and bus services in
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the rural areas led to the completion of this work in many local areas.

Last year our writers and artists created revolutionary and militant
literary and art works, contributing greatly to the revolutionization and
working-classization of the working people and widely demonstrating
to the whole world the vitality of the socialist literature and art of our
country. In particular, our writers, artists and pressmen went to the
production sites and gave great encouragement to the workers and
peasants in the production drive, while tempering themselves at the
same time. The Party highly appreciates the contribution made by the
writers, artists and pressmen to the fulfilment of the three revolutions
through their revolutionary and militant literary, art and information
activities and their direct participation in labour.

Last year our valiant officers and men of the People’s Army and
People’s Security Forces further increased the combat capacities of
their units and stoutly defended the security of the motherland and the
people. Our public security personnel, with heightened revolutionary
vigilance, firmly protected the socialist gains from the subversive
activities and sabotage of the enemy, and the Worker-Peasant Red
Guardsmen and Young Red Guardsmen improved their combat
preparedness by intensifying their combat and political training.

In welcoming the New Year, | express deep thanks to our heroic
working class, cooperative farmers, working intellectuals, student
youth, officers and men of the People’s Army and the People’s
Security Forces, and the public security personnel, Worker-Peasant
Red Guardsmen and Young Red Guardsmen who have performed
great deeds on all fronts of socialist construction, holding aloft the
banner of the three revolutions.

Last year a great advance was also made in the fight for the
independent and peaceful reunification of the country.

During that period, our people, with the active support and
encouragement of the progressive people of the world, curbed and
frustrated the schemes of the US imperialists and the south Korean
reactionaries for the simultaneous admission of “two Koreas” to the
United Nations, dealt a fatal blow at both internal and external forces
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of division, who were bent on perpetuating the partition of Korea and
brought about the dishandment of the “United Nations Commission for
the Unification and Rehabilitation of Korea”, the US imperialists’ tool
of aggression and interference in our internal affairs. This is a brilliant
victory for our Party’s line of independent and peaceful reunification.

Last year the south Korean young people, students and people again
rose courageously in the national deliverance struggle, despite the
“state of emergency” in which the fascist repression was so harsh. Now
the south Korean young people, students and people are fighting
resolutely against the anti-popular, treacherous acts of the south
Korean authorities who are trampling on democracy, harshly
suppressing the people and selling out the country and the nation to the
US and Japanese aggressors. Their struggle is a just one for the right to
existence and democracy, a patriotic fight to save the country and the
nation and reunify the motherland.

Seeing the New Year in, | extend full support and encouragement to
the just, patriotic fight of the south Korean young people, students and
people for the democratization of south Korean society and the
deliverance of the country and the nation.

The energetic external activities of our Party and the Government
of our Republic last year raised the international position of the
Republic and further strengthened the international solidarity of our
revolution.

The Fourth Summit Conference of Non-Aligned Nations held in
Algeria last year denounced the schemes of the US imperialists and the
south Korean authorities to create “two Koreas”, expressed firm
solidarity with the Korean people in their fight for the independent,
peaceful reunification of the country, and unanimously adopted a
resolution in full accord with our Party’s line of national reunification.
At the 28th Session of the United Nations General Assembly many
countries supported the line of our Party and the Government of our
Republic for independent, peaceful reunification and displayed firm
solidarity with the revolutionary cause of our people.

Greeting the New Year, I, in the name of all the Korean people,
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offer warm congratulations and greetings to the peoples of the socialist
countries, the newly independent states and many other countries of
the world who have supported and encouraged our people’s fight for
the independent and peaceful reunification of the country.

Comrades,

The year 1974 is a year when our people should strive with
redoubled efforts to fulfil the Six-Year Plan ahead of schedule.
Whether we carry out the grand tasks of the Six-Year Plan put forward
at the Fifth Congress of the Party ahead of the set time or not depends
on how we carry out our tasks this year. All Party members and
working people must make a decisive advance in the fulfilment of the
Six-Year Plan by working hard for the early fulfilment of the national
economic plan for this year.

This year we must turn the efforts of the whole Party and the whole
state to capital construction and bring about a great improvement in
construction.

The key to the fulfilment of the Six-Year Plan in all branches of the
national economy ahead of schedule, lies in successful capital
construction this year. The Central Committee of the Party defined this
year as a year of construction and decided to concentrate on capital
construction.

All Party members and working people must make another great
advance in building socialism by accelerating construction at a new
Chollima speed, a new Pyongyang speed. This year we must
concentrate our efforts on the expansion project of the Kim Chaek
Iron Works, the expansion project of the April 13 Iron Works, the
second-stage project of the Sodusu Power Station and the
second-stage project of the Pukchang Thermal Power Plant, the
construction of the Chongchongang Thermal Power Plant, the
Taedonggang Power Station, the Youth Chemical Works, the
Nampho Chemical Works, the Sunchon Cement Factory and other
major construction projects. We must hasten their construction by the
method of finishing one project at a time and thus bring them into
operation at the earliest possible date.
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An important duty facing us this year is to fulfil the main tasks of
the rural technical revolution as set forth in the Theses on the Socialist
Rural Question in Our Country and to boost agricultural production
greatly.

This year we shall celebrate the tenth anniversary of the publication
of the Theses on the Socialist Rural Question in Our Country. In
accordance with the line laid down in the theses, this year we should
effect an improvement in the rural technical revolution by
strengthening the support of towns to the rural areas and the assistance
of industry to agriculture in every way and by giving active,
nationwide help to the country areas. In the engineering industry, in
particular, large numbers of modern farm machines such as tractors,
lorries and tractor-drawn farm machines should be manufactured and
supplied to the rural areas; in the chemical industry, a wide variety of
high-quality chemical fertilizers and agricultural chemicals must be
produced in large quantities.

By making a decisive advance in the rural technical revolution this
year, we should greet the tenth anniversary of the publication of the
theses more impressively, relieve the peasants of burdensome labour to
a great extent and capture the grain height of the Six-Year Plan without
fail.

In the mining industry, existing installations must be replaced by
large, modern, high-speed equipment, and transport must be
diversified to boost production at the present mines. At the same time,
new mines must be developed rapidly to increase the ore output, and
the output of nonferrous metal ores, in particular, must be resolutely
increased. In order to deal with the rapidly increasing nonferrous metal
ores quickly, the use of equipment should be further increased at the
nonferrous metallurgical works, and a new, large modern nonferrous
metallurgical base has to be built in the Tanchon area.

In accordance with the line advanced by the Seventh Plenary
Meeting of the Fifth Central Committee of the Party, this year we
should increase investments in the coal industry, replace the coal mine
facilities with large, modern ones and give absolute priority to
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prospecting and tunnelling at these mines to increase coal output
considerably.

The engineering industry should devote its efforts this year to the
production of equipment which has already been ordered, and must
manufacture and supply this equipment to various branches of the
national economy without any interruption.

In order to develop the fishing industry and marine transport and
carry on foreign trade successfully, it is necessary to develop the
shipbuilding industry further and build many large ships. This year the
workers and technicians in the shipbuilding industry must think boldly
and get down to building many large ships, over the 10,000-ton class,
by relying on the existing foundation of the shipbuilding industry. The
production of engines of various types should be increased in step with
the growth of shipbuilding and the base for manufacturing shipping
accessories must be consolidated so that these will be produced in
larger quantities, and be of high quality.

In light industry, locally-controlled industry should be extensively
developed, in conjunction with centrally-controlled industry, to bring
about an improvement in the production of consumer goods. The
provincial, city and county Party organizations and senior officials
must build light industry factories on a large scale, including
cornstarch factories, foodstuff factories, textile mills, knitwear mills,
clothing factories, furniture factories and daily necessities factories by
tapping local reserves from the standpoint of a master, so that a wider
variety of high-quality daily necessities can be produced in greater
guantity.

This year we should speed up socialist economic construction
dynamically so as to consolidate the material and technical foundations
of the country and make the people’s life more prosperous and
cultured. By doing this, we will bring into full play the inexhaustible
vitality and superiority of our advanced socialist system.

This is the era of science and technology; today the main reserves
for the growth of production in our country lie in their rapid
development. The scientists and technicians must increase their
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scientific research from the Juche standpoint and solve the scientific
and technical problems arising in the fulfilment of the three major tasks
of the technical revolution and the Six-Year Plan successfully. They
have to raise the level of our country’s science and technology to the
world level as soon as possible.

In the domain of education the principle of socialist education must
be thoroughly applied to improve this work; the material foundation of
schools must be strengthened and a revolutionary habit of studying has
to be established amongst the teachers and students.

Writers and artists must create a large number of revolutionary and
popular literary and art works, which will help arm the working people
firmly with the Juche idea of our Party and rouse them to work hard for
the revolution and construction.

This year, too, we have to continue to make a great effort in the
work of increasing the defence capabilities of the country. The officers
and men of the People’s Army and the People’s Security Forces should
arm themselves firmly with the Juche idea of our Party and
energetically conduct combat training to increase the fighting power of
their units in every way, and they should always keep themselves taut
and prepared. The Worker-Peasant Red Guardsmen and the Young
Red Guardsmen must increase and improve combat and political
training, while successfully carrying out their revolutionary tasks, and
thus prepare themselves as trustworthy reserves and replacements for
the People’s Army.

For the successful fulfilment of the enormous revolutionary tasks
confronting us this year, it is necessary to increase the fighting capacity
of the Party organizations and determinedly raise the sense of
responsibility and role of senior officials.

The Party organizations at all levels should give absolute priority to
the ideological revolution in order to continue to broaden the work for
the revolutionization and working-classization of all the working
people. They should do work with people well to bring into full play
the revolutionary enthusiasm and creative activity of the working
people.
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The senior officials of the Party, state and economic organizations
should rid themselves of subjectivism, bureaucratism, formalism,
expediency and all other vestiges of obsolete ideas, strive to enhance
their Party spirit, working-class spirit and the spirit of faithful service
to the people, and apply the Chongsanri spirit and Chongsanri method
fully. The officials of the state and economic bodies, in particular, must
further improve enterprise management and scrupulously carry out the
work of managing the economy as required by the Taean work system
and the new system of agricultural guidance, so that the daily, monthly
and quarterly national economic plans are fulfilled without fail.

This year we shall also work tirelessly to achieve the independent
and peaceful reunification of the country. We shall make a sincere
effort to implement the three principles of national reunification laid
down in the July 4 North-South Joint Statement thoroughly and
combine our strength with all the progressive forces of south Korea to
fight resolutely against internal and external divisionists who are bent
on perpetuating the country’s partition.

This year the Chongryon organizations and the Korean nationals in
Japan must work even harder to expedite the independent, peaceful
reunification of the country and make unceasing endeavours to
strengthen international solidarity with the Japanese people and the
progressive people of the world. The Chongryon organizations must
carry out a powerful campaign to establish the ideological system of
Juche more thoroughly, strengthen the unity and cohesion of their
ranks and revolutionize all the Korean nationals in Japan.

Today, the general international situation is developing in favour of
the revolutionary cause of our people. Our Party and the Government
of our Republic will strive this year, too, to strengthen solidarity with
all the progressive people of the world and wage the anti-imperialist,
anti-US struggle with redoubled vigour.

Comrades,

The revolutionary tasks confronting us this year are enormous and
very difficult. All Party members and working people should continue
to make innovations and to advance without slackening their
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heightened revolutionary spirit in the slightest degree and must effect
another great revolutionary improvement in socialist construction. By
doing this, they will overfulfil the national economic plan for this year
and lay solid grounds for carrying out all the assignments of the
Six-Year Plan ahead of schedule.

Holding aloft the banner of Marxism-Leninism, the revolutionary
banner of the Juche idea, and united rock-firm around the Central
Committee of the Party, let us all march forward to fulfil the Six-Year
Plan ahead of schedule and achieve the independent and peaceful
reunification of the motherland.
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LET US CONSOLIDATE AND DEVELOP
THE GREAT SUCCESSES IN BUILDING
A SOCIALIST RURAL COMMUNITY

Speech Delivered at the National
Congress on Agriculture
January 10, 1974

Comrades,

On behalf of the Party Central Committee and the Government of
the Republic and on my own behalf, | should like to express warm
thanks to all our cooperative farmers, management workers of the
cooperative farms, Party workers and senior officials who have
worked conscientiously on the agricultural front to develop our
socialist rural economy, to reap an unusually rich harvest last year, and
to the working class, state officials, teachers, young people and
students and officers and men of the People’s Army and the People’s
Security Forces who have given generous assistance to the rural areas.

Last year many cooperative farms made a tremendous advance by
doubling or more than doubling their 1972 output. The world knows no
precedent in the history of agriculture for doubling or more than
doubling agricultural output in a single year. We can say that last year
we set an agricultural record which startled the world. This great
victory in the development of agriculture is possible only in Chollima
Korea, a victory that can only be won by our heroic people firmly
united around the Workers’ Party of Korea.
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I am highly satisfied with these successes.

I am sure that all the comrades present at this congress are satisfied
with them. And | am certain, too, that all the Korean people listened
with excitement to the proud reports that you made on the rostrum of
this congress and applauded them.

I highly appreciate the proud achievements you made in
agricultural production last year and wish you new victories in
building up the socialist rural community.

During this past week we have summed up last year’s great victory
in agriculture. We must consolidate these successes and create a
further improvement in agriculture on this foundation, so that in 1974
and 1975 we unfailingly hit the grain target envisaged in the Six-Year
Plan. | am delighted that all the agricultural workers are confident of
their ability to do this and are determined on a positive advance in
agricultural production.

Ten years ago we published the Theses on the Socialist Rural
Question in Our Country. We put forward the theses on the rural
question at a time when people in capitalist countries were slandering
the agricultural policy of socialist countries, claiming that they were
useless at farming, and that they could never catch up with the
capitalist countries in agriculture however hard they tried.

When we published these theses, some of our own people, obsessed
with capitalist ideas, cast doubts on whether we could carry out the
tasks set in the theses.

Our analysis at this congress of the construction of a socialist rural
community during the past period has proved beyond doubt that our
agricultural achievements are tremendous and, in particular, that
material and technical foundations have been completed and full
ideological preparations have been made to carry out these tasks.
Because our Party is firmly resolved to capture both the material and
ideological fortresses in building socialism and communism, no
fortress is, for us, impregnable and we shall certainly complete the
tasks defined in the theses successfully.

In her speech yesterday a girl team leader said that, with two
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tractors working every 100 hectares of cultivated land, her team had
mechanized farm work last year, thus considerably reducing the
farmers’ backbreaking work. She expressed her resolve that, given just
two more tractors for each 100 hectares, her team would, in line with
Party policy, bring about the comprehensive mechanization of farm
work, enabling each farmer to cultivate 10 hectares of land completely
freed from heavy work. And many comrades at this congress made
good speeches similar to hers.

When we published the theses on the socialist rural question many
people called them idealistic. And yet today the theses are becoming a
reality. Now we can say with confidence that we have moved into the
era of modern, industrialized agriculture.

Listening to your speeches at this congress | remembered a
conversation | had in 1947 with a peasant called Kim Je Won at
Namuri Plain in Jaeryong.

Kim Je Won was a patriotic peasant and a peasant hero; he was the
first to donate rice to the country out of patriotism in the year following
the agrarian reform. He died a hero in the Fatherland Liberation War,
as becomes a peasant of the Republic, courageously fighting the enemy
up to the moment that he laid down his life defending the Republic. We
will always remember him.

When we met Kim Je Won in 1947 we asked him which he thought
was more important; to build schools with the proceeds of the rice
donated by our peasants to the state or to buy tractors from foreign
countries. He said it was a good idea for the state to buy tractors for the
peasants with the proceeds of the rice donated, because rich peasants
exploited them with their draught animals even after the peasants had
become the masters of the land as a result of the agrarian reform; but he
added that after hearing what the General said today, he thought it
would be better to build schools with the proceeds of the rice. |
proposed to him to set up farm machine hire stations on the one hand
and build a university on the other, although the country was not yet
rich enough to do so.

It seems like only yesterday when we chatted with Kim Je Won and
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made this resolution. But 26 years have passed, and during these years
there have been tremendous changes in our country areas. Today, there
are large numbers of tractors and tractor drivers and the peasants farm
with machines. And young intellectuals trained at Kim Il Sung
University, agricultural universities and other higher educational
institutions have gone out to the rural areas to help in the three
revolutions and guide farming on scientific lines. What a joyous and
proud thing this is!

The steps taken by our Party after liberation were absolutely correct
and peasant Kim Je Won was also right. Remembering that time
strengthens my conviction once more that when the Party Central
Committee works with the peasants, nothing is impossible.

Our Party has stuck firmly to the principle of pressing ahead with
the fight to occupy both the material and the ideological fortresses to
create a socialist rural community. Our Party has built a host of
factories for tractors, chemical fertilizer, and trailing farm machinery
as well as other factories to equip agriculture and power stations on the
one hand and, on the other, has founded many universities and colleges
to educate large numbers of new intellectuals well armed with
Marxism-Leninism and our Party’s Juche idea. Young intellectuals,
trained in our universities, have gone to rural areas to carry on the
dynamic work of teaching our agricultural workers our Party’s
monolithic ideology.

Our Party has so far achieved enormous successes in building up a
socialist rural community by pressing ahead to capture both the
ideological and the material fortresses. There was a time when our
people, far removed from modern civilization, did not even know what
industry meant. But now they have completed the irrigation and
electrification of agriculture and are now dealing with overall
mechanization and use of chemicals; they have entered a new age of
modern, industrialized agriculture. This is a great victory for our
Party’s revolutionary agricultural policy.

In this age of the overall modernization and industrialization of
agriculture in our country, we shall soon be able to free our farmers for
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ever from the backbreaking work that has for thousands of years been
theirs. This delights our people immensely and greatly inspires the
revolutionary people of the world.

Like you comrades present at this congress, | am proud and
overjoyed about our people’s great achievements in building a socialist
rural community. | firmly believe that it will not be long before our
agriculture is modern and fully industrialized and our country areas are
converted into an earthly paradise with a high standard of civilization.

Our Party and our people’s revolutionary path to build socialist
country areas was by no means always smooth.

Soon after liberation, our Party carried through the agrarian reform,
confiscated the landlords’ land and distributed it free to the small and
landless peasants; then came a struggle against exploitation by rural
usurers and rich farmers. After the war, our Party completed
agricultural cooperativization, establishing an advanced socialist rural
economic system, that freed the peasants from exploitation and
oppression for ever; then we abolished the agricultural tax in kind to
relieve the peasants of tax burdens. Our Party has turned the country
into a land free from exploitation and oppression, where there is no
agricultural tax in kind, a land where all pupils and students get free
education and working people get free medical care, a happy land
where the people’s lives are secure from the moment they are born.

Fighting to build a socialist rural community, we also faced an
acute class struggle, based on increased working-class support to the
peasantry and a firmer worker-peasant alliance.

It was the worker-peasant alliance and the workers’ support to the
peasants which really guaranteed success in building a socialist
countryside. Our working class supported and assisted the peasants in
their battle to eliminate feudal land tenures and capitalism in the rural
areas and set up an advanced socialist system. Once this system was
established the state abolished agricultural tax in kind, supplied tractors
and other kinds of farm machines to the rural districts and built modern
housing for the peasants free. All these changes in our rural areas are a
result of the thorough assistance our working class gave to the peasants.
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Cooperative farmers should repay this active support. And they can
do this only if they thoroughly working-classize and revolutionize
themselves, farm with machines and chemicals by industrializing and
modernizing agriculture quickly and work to convert cooperative
property into the property of all the people and create a classless
society along the lines shown in the theses on the rural question.

I hope that all cooperative farmers will consolidate their alliance
with the working class, industrialize agriculture and bring in a classless
society with enthusiastic working-class support as soon as possible,
expediting the complete victory of socialism in the rural areas.

The path we are following is to build a classless society, without
exploitation and oppression, a happy society where all the people,
freed from heavy labour, work with ease to create ever more material
wealth. However, a tiny handful of landlords, comprador capitalists
and reactionaries in the south have turned south Korea into a society
where “the rich get ever richer and the poor get ever poorer,” that is,
where the wealthy amass larger fortunes, while those in want become
still more impoverished. And they are hurling malicious slanders at our
socialist system.

We must fight still more determinedly to frustrate every enemy
manoeuvre and demonstrate all the superiority of our socialist system.
We must completely deliver our farmers, who have already been freed
from exploitation and oppression, from backbreaking work and build a
happy rural community where every farmer lives a full and highly
civilized life—a developed society without classes.

I believe that all the working people in agriculture will surely
emerge victorious from the honourable revolutionary struggle to build
a happy socialist rural community, a developed socialist and
communist society.

This year we celebrate the tenth anniversary of the Theses on the
Socialist Rural Question in Our Country.

The theses on the rural question point out that the ideological,
technical and cultural revolutions must be fully carried out and
undivided ownership by all the people must be established in rural
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areas to eliminate the differences between town and country, class
distinctions between workers and peasants, and that we must build a
classless society. It is no easy matter, but we are certain that we can
achieve it. Through the last ten years of struggle we have laid a solid
foundation for completing the tasks set out in the theses in a short span
of time.

Today we have the solid material foundations needed for this.

Our country has large, modern tractor factories and motor vehicle
works, as well as farm trailer machinery factories and tractor
accessory factories in many areas. We used to consider how we could
buy tractors from other countries and how much we should charge
our peasants for tilling their fields with those tractors. Today,
however, we produce large numbers of tractors of our own to send to
the villages. We plough the land without collecting fees from the
farmers. We also make all our own lorries, farm trailers, tractor
accessories and tyres.

The number of tractor drivers—the vanguard in the rural technical
revolution—has increased to tens of thousands. When we sent out the
first few score of tractor drivers we had trained, we told them that they
were the advance guard of the working class sent to the villages and
that they must train thousands, tens of thousands, of new members of
the working class. That wish has now come true. In our rural areas
today there are tens of thousands of tractor drivers, and many of them
are women.

In the tasks of technical revolution set out in the theses it is essential
to produce many tractors and send them to the country areas. The state
has already put great effort into the production of tractors and has
supplied a number of them. But there are still not enough. When we
visit villages and ask the cooperative farm chairmen or workteam
leaders what their farming problems are, the answer is always the
same: the shortage of tractors. Here at this congress on agriculture, too,
many comrades have said that if they had more tractors their farming
would improve.

As you know, immediately after liberation the state enforced the
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agrarian reform and then lent money to the peasants so that they could
buy draught oxen for their farms. But now, we must produce a
tremendous number of tractors to replace them in the country areas.

The large, modern tractor factory built last year has enabled us to
supply as many tractors as the farmers need. The state intends to
produce many small tractors such as the Jonjin and Chungsong, for the
villages in addition to Chollima and Phungnyon tractors.

We shall soon be able to do all our farm work with tractors. For this
the number of tractors for every 100 hectares of arable land will have
to rise to at least eight or nine. We are endeavouring to raise the
number to six or seven during the current Six-Year Plan. So if we work
hard for two or three years after we have completed the Six-Year Plan,
the number will reach eight or nine. Then we shall have mechanized
agriculture comprehensively and we shall be able to call our
agriculture industrial.

A great success has also been achieved in our attempts to provide
many lorries for the country areas. Last year we visited the Sungni
General Motor Works and set the workers and technicians the task of
increasing motor vehicle production rapidly, in order to complete the
tasks involved in the technical revolution set out in the theses. In
wholehearted response to the Party’s call, the workers there worked
tirelessly day and night and fulfilled their production assignment
splendidly last year.

Ten vyears ago, we put forward an ideal programme for
industrializing agriculture and turning our peasants into workers.
Today solid material foundations have been laid for accomplishing this
quite soon. This is a great victory for our heroic working class in the
fight to implement the theses and emancipate the peasantry from
difficult, backbreaking work.

As we are observing the tenth anniversary of the theses this year,
the senior agricultural officials and cooperative farmers must take
another great step forward in agricultural production by waging a
dynamic battle for the grain production goal envisaged in the Six-Year
Plan. This will make it possible to strengthen the alliance between
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working class and peasants and fulfil the tasks set out in the theses as
soon as possible.

We have also built solid foundations for success in the ideological
and cultural revolutions in the rural areas.

Our Party has given primary consideration to training a large
number of able personnel for the successful accomplishment of the
ideological and cultural revolutions side by side with the technical
revolution in the country areas. A few years ago our Party took steps to
set up an agricultural university, a medical university and educational
universities in every province, so that every area could train its own
agricultural technicians, public health workers, teachers and other
specialists. The Party’s measures to set up comprehensive training
centres in the provinces to train the specialists each area needed have
already borne fruit. Experience has shown that the policy was
undoubtedly correct.

Many young revolutionary intellectuals armed  with
Marxism-Leninism and our Party’s Juche idea are now working in our
villages and at agricultural research institutes. They are discharging
their duties well as educators who put over our Party’s revolutionary
ideas to the peasants and are playing a vital role in fulfilling the tasks
set out in the theses.

Our young intellectuals and young officials have a deep
understanding of Party policies and have the indomitable courage to
fight to get them carried through, and they make many constructive
suggestions. Last summer, at the National Congress of Agricultural
Activists young intellectuals who had gone into the country made good
speeches. At the present congress, too, young intellectuals and rural
officials came up with many constructive ideas.

Thanks to the energetic efforts of the young revolutionary
intellectuals and rural officials, our agricultural technology has
developed considerably during recent years and farming has been put
on a scientific basis. One of the major factors of the bumper harvest in
agriculture last year was the tireless efforts of the young intellectuals
and rural officials to carry out the Party’s agricultural policy.
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We have opened agricultural, medical, educational and other
universities in every province. This has enabled us to train a large army
of revolutionary intellectuals for the country areas who are capable of
achieving the ideological and cultural revolutions with credit. If we
work harder in the future and send scores of agricultural university
graduates to every cooperative farm, our agriculture will develop very
quickly and there will be great progress in building socialism in the
country areas.

With the development of comprehensive cadre-training centres in
the local areas and many universities being established or enlarged in
the capital, solid foundations have been laid to create an army of a
million intellectuals soon. This is due to the great efforts made by our
Party in the past to educate the younger generation, despite all
economic difficulties. No country has so many students as our country
in proportion to the population. There are more than 240,000 regular
students at our universities, colleges and higher technical schools now.
In our present situation it is by no means easy to educate all our young
people at state expense. However, we do not treat this high figure for
students as a problem; we are very proud of it. The competent young
people whom we trained by pulling in our belts, are working on the
ideological and cultural fronts, actively contributing to transforming
the whole of our society on revolutionary lines and improving its
cultural standards. How fine and honourable this is!

By working tirelessly to carry out the tasks put forward in the
theses, we have laid solid foundations for taking both ideological and
material fortresses successfully for building socialism and
communism. This is a base from which we can move still further
forward in the days to come and an asset beyond price for a great
victory in building socialism in the country areas.

While celebrating the tenth anniversary of the theses this year, we
know with great pride and confidence that we shall fulfil nearly every
task set out in them within the next 10 years, and prepare new theses on
the rural question.

Comrades,

23



We must draw on our present successes and speed up our work in
building socialism in the country areas.

Above all, we must continue to press ahead with the rural technical
revolution.

We must fulfil the tasks of the rural technical revolution set out in
the Theses on the Socialist Rural Question in Our Country. Irrigation
and electrification have been splendidly completed and mechanization
and the application of chemicals are making successful progress in our
countryside. The most urgent task confronting us today in the rural
technical revolution is quickening the pace of finishing mechanizing
and of using agricultural chemicals.

In order to mechanize and introduce the use of chemicals in
agriculture rapidly, the rural areas must be supplied with more and
better tractors and other modern farm machinery and with great
guantities of different kinds of efficient chemical fertilizers and other
agricultural chemicals. Meanwhile, land realignment must be
conducted properly and tractor-repair centres built up in every county
and province to make the best possible use of the tractors we have.

We should complete the comprehensive farm mechanization and
introduction of chemicals in agriculture at an early date to make the
machines and chemicals work on our farms. Thus we shall not only
free all the farmers from hard work but also increase labour
productivity substantially so that each farmer can tend more than five
hectares of paddies or more than 10 hectares of fields and the
eight-hour day can be introduced in agriculture as in industry. In other
words, we must complete mechanization and the application of
chemistry to industrialize all our farm work. This is the goal we aim to
reach in the rural technical revolution.

All the agricultural officials attending this congress and the
agricultural working people across the country must work courageously
to reach this goal set by the Party, and make this congress a congress for
mechanization and the use of chemicals in agriculture.

In order to succeed in our rural technical revolution, we must work
well with scientists and technicians.
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Thanks to our Party’s sound policy of educating our own personnel,
large numbers of scientists and technicians have already been trained
in our country. It is true that their qualifications are not very high
because we had to train tremendous numbers in a short period, but we
should not complain about this.

Today our intellectuals are working faithfully without pause in the
interests of the Party and the revolution. Our factories and enterprises
are all run by intellectuals whom we trained ourselves. Our
intellectuals are quite dauntless. When we were making our first
tractor, our technicians stripped a tractor and copied the parts one by
one in order to manufacture the tractor. A great many modern factories,
machines and equipment have all been made by our technicians
through their own efforts. Although our scientists and technicians still
lack experience and their technological level is still low, they will,
from now onwards, broaden their experience and raise their
technological level through their work. If we work well with scientists
and technicians and stimulate them to action, we shall be able to
develop our science and technology rapidly and step up our technical
revolution without difficulty.

However, at present our senior officials are not doing their work
well with scientists and technicians. The work of educating scientists
and technicians is almost neglected once they have been assigned
posts. As a result, many of them fail to understand their own merits and
shortcomings and, contaminated with outworn ideas, do slipshod
work.

Because of the failure to work with them well, our scientific and
technological levels as a whole are not high enough and this is
particularly so in agriculture, where science and technology are falling
behind. At present, many countries are increasing grain production
many times over by what they call the “green revolution”, or a
full-scale improvement of seeds. But our scientists and technicians are
not doing this work properly.

The main reason why our science and technology are lagging
behind is that our Party organizations and senior officials have not
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worked well with the scientists and technicians. If we are to carry out
the technical revolution, we must work well with those who have
acquired technology, that is, those who have graduated from
institutions of higher learning or managed to acquire technical
qualifications through private study.

The most important thing in work with scientists and technicians is
to set them definite study assignments.

We must give them specific assignments, telling them what
problems they should study and what books they should read.
Otherwise, they will not study hard. At present, scientists and
technicians are not given firm study assignments. So there are quite a
few who, because they are not fully engrossed in their scientific
research, just while away their time, doing nothing in particular.

In order to develop our nation’s science and technology speedily,
we must give every scientist and technician definite research tasks so
that they can pursue their scientific research with energy.

Next, the cultural revolution must be advanced forcefully.

This is also an essential for the successful progress of the technical
revolution.

In the cultural revolution in country areas, great effort must first be
directed to raising our farmers’ technical and cultural levels by giving
them a better technical education.

In order to make the rural technical revolution a success, it is
imperative to increase both farmers’ and agricultural officials’
knowledge of science and technique rapidly, while at the same time
supplying more tractors and chemical fertilizers to the rural areas. The
rural technical revolution cannot be carried out successfully by the
agricultural university graduates in the country areas or a few
agricultural scientists alone. A general without an army is no general,
as the saying goes, and a few individuals cannot achieve anything on
their own. The scientists and technicians must pass on their scientific
and technical knowledge to the farming masses and train many of them
who will be able to advance the rural technical revolution. Only then
will the tasks of this revolution be fulfilled with credit.
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| heard that a student of Kim Il Sung University who is being
trained in Hyangsan County, North Phyongan Province, taught herself
how to drive a tractor and then taught other girls and even housewives
how to drive. That is very good. And just like that student, we must
spread technical knowledge properly so that all farmers may acquire
knowledge of soil science, biology, fertilizers, farm machinery, growth
accelerants and other agricultural expertise.

Farming cannot be done scientifically without disseminating
scientific and technical knowledge throughout the rural areas, without
giving the farmers instruction. Sub-workteam and workteam leaders,
the chairmen of cooperative farms and ri Party committee secretaries
who are attending this congress must themselves study to acquire
scientific and technical knowledge. And scientists and technicians
must go on studying hard even though they have graduated from
institutions of higher learning.

In order to increase the working people’s technical expertise
rapidly, they must be given suitable conditions for their studies.

First of all, it is important to publish many books of science and
technology. With the forthcoming national meeting of teachers as an
occasion, the Party Central Committee set each university and college
lecturer the task of writing a book or translating a foreign one. There
are 600,000 intellectuals in our country. So, if each one of them writes
or translates a book we will have 600,000 new books.

At the same time we need to open a lot of libraries.

Today every cooperative farm has a room for studying
revolutionary history and a publicity hall, and the former is also useful
for meetings. So you need not erect new buildings, but should rather
reorganize your publicity halls so that the farmers can acquire some
scientific and technical expertise there. You might call them
agricultural technique information rooms or agricultural science and
technology publicity halls, preserving the present name. You should
exhibit specimens of your farm’s soil, of various crops, diagrams on
your farm’s output, with data on the manuring system and on other
farms’ experience and blow-up diagrams of a tractor. The publicity
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halls should also have a large stock of books on agricultural science
and techniques.

Instead of the present newspaper Agricultural Workers, it is a good
idea, in our opinion, to publish a bimonthly magazine, with enough
copies to circulate to every sub-workteam. The magazine should, of
course, carry a brief account of current topics, but a lot of space should
be given to technical knowledge for agriculture, because this is the
main thing. It should deal with a wide range of technical expertise on
farming, such as experiences of double-cropping and inter-row crop
cultivation and of the application of three major and microelement
fertilizers in different districts. The magazine should be written simply
so that those who attended middle school can understand it. All the
agricultural workers must endeavour to attain middle-school leaving
standards or over so that they can read the magazine.

The agricultural science and technology publicity hall must be
developed by the teachers from the senior middle school in the ri, and
should be under the direction of the agricultural university in the
province. Since the agricultural university graduates are supposed to
work on the cooperative farms in their own provinces, the agricultural
universities should take upon themselves the guidance of the
agricultural science and technology publicity halls. They must arrange
lecture tours and short training courses in the villages.

The next important factor in the cultural revolution is to establish
modern and hygienic production practices.

The cooperative farmers must cultivate the habit of looking after
their tools. They must garage the tractors and put other farm machinery
into sheds after use. Before farm implements are put away, they must
be cleaned, polished and greased. In order that the farm machinery and
implements are handled carefully, well kept and tended, it is necessary
to set a farm machinery inspection week and introduce a system under
which the Administration Council and the provincial rural economy
committees check and take an inventory of farm machinery and
implements at cooperative farms once or twice every year.

The threshing grounds need to be well built and properly looked
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after. But some cooperative farms do not do this, causing themselves a
great loss of grain. All the cooperative farms should make a neat job of
paving their threshing grounds.

In order to establish modern and hygienic production practices in
the country areas, there must also be separate storehouses. The
cooperative farms must have storehouses to preserve the crops and
keep their farm implements well. All cooperative farms should
endeavour to build storehouses for rice, maize and farm implements as
well as garages for their tractors. They can be built of brick where
bricks are available, or if they are not, of weathered granite. The
storehouses for maize will best be built along the lines of those built by
the Jangsuwon Cooperative Farm in Samsok District.

In addition to modern and hygienic production practices, a cultured
way of life must be encouraged.

First, the villages and houses must be tidied up in a hygienic and
cultured way. The walls of all the farmhouses must be whitewashed
every spring and autumn. Where there is no lime, the walls should at
least be cleanly plastered with clay. Thus, the peasants will live in neat,
clean houses all the time.

A campaign must also be launched in the country areas to pave the
yards of the houses and village roads with stone. The people in
Paeksok-ri, Sinchon County, South Hwanghae Province, paved the
whole road from the surfaced highway to their village with stone. Now,
the road is no longer dusty, people’s shoes do not get muddy, and the
houses are kept clean. This is very good. Through a campaign to build
stone-covered roads leading from the surfaced highway to the village
as well as the lanes leading to houses and yards, all rural ri must keep
village lanes and farmyards neat and tidy.

Rural construction corps and the members of the Children’s Union
must play a major part in sprucing up the houses and the villages. The
rural construction corps must not only build many new modern houses;
they should also help peasants to repair their houses. The Children’s
Union members must always keep their houses and villages neat and
trim and develop them in a cultured and hygienic way. To stimulate the
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CU members to take an active part in this work, the schools must give
them proper education.

Keeping houses and villages neat and tidy must go side by side with
a dynamic housing programme in the rural areas, so that every farmer
is provided with a practical modern house by the 30th anniversary of
the founding of our Party. All the modern houses to be built in these
areas must have facilities such as service pipes, water closets and
bathrooms, so that they are as practical as urban houses. In this way,
the differences in housing between town and country will be gradually
eliminated.

The cultural and welfare facilities must also be developed.

Now our rural ri have most necessary cultural and welfare facilities,
including bathhouses. But many of them cannot be used properly.
Some bathrooms are too cold to bathe in in winter. For more than ten
years now we have been stressing the necessity to build good
bathhouses in rural ri, and still they have not yet been equipped
properly. This means that the senior officials in agriculture lack a sense
of duty to the Party, the working class and the people. Bathhouses must
be built quickly where there are none, and poorly furnished ones must
be better equipped and kept in good condition.

Laundries must also be set up in the farming villages. This will
lighten the burdens of our rural women.

Heating systems must be introduced in existing houses of culture in
the farming areas, so that they will be used effectively. This can be
done in various ways. Some time ago, | saw the heating system
installed on an experimental basis for two-storeyed village houses in
Pyongyang. It was not bad. In this system, the heat warms downstairs
and then goes up through the walls to warm the rooms upstairs. The
heating systems for the village houses of culture must be modelled on
this pattern or heating must be provided by installing simple boilers for
villages. These boilers must be so made as to burn not only coal but
also rice bran or straw.

Waterworks must be completed speedily in the rural villages to
develop them in a cultured way and improve the rural population’s
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living conditions. This is honourable work to save our women
carrying water jars on their heads; it is also important because it will
eliminate various diseases in the country areas. It also has a positive
influence on the south Korean people. We are told that the south
Korean people and youngsters are now saying that water lines are
even being installed in the villages in the northern half of Korea and
that they want to live in villages with water mains. Rural Party
organizations and leadership personnel must not merely shout
slogans, but speed up the introduction of water mains in villages. And
sewage pipes must also be laid.

In this way we shall turn our whole countryside into a cultured
socialist countryside by the time we celebrate the 30th anniversary of
our Party next year.

Another important task in the cultural revolution in the rural areas is
to eliminate the way of life left over from the old society and establish
a new socialist way of life.

In a socialist society people must not follow a backward way of life
left over from the feudal society or try to copy the bourgeois way of
life. A socialist society requires a strictly socialist way of life. The
socialist way of life is the collectivist way of life of the socialist
working people who strive to make everyone equally prosperous.

If we are to establish the socialist way of life, we must first
eliminate all the manifestations of the outworn way of life which have
been handed down by the old society.

Quite a few outmoded habits still remain in our working people’s
lives. Let me give an example. Some people think that the best way of
celebrating a wedding is a sumptuous feast with a great deal of pomp.
You must have seen the feature film A Wedding Day. This film
presents two conflicting views. One is that a wedding is celebrated
only once in one’s life, so, a pig must be slaughtered, spirits distilled
and plenty of dainties prepared, and the other is that a small gathering
of friends and a pleasant time with quite simple food and a sing-song,
are just as good. Which view is right? In our opinion, it is better to have
simple food for a few friends to spend a pleasant time, congratulating
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the bride and the bridegroom than to invite a great many people to a
sumptuous feast and to waste food.

It is also an outdated custom to lay on a great amount of food for a
memorial ceremony. It is quite meaningless to place numerous dishes
before the grave or picture of the dead person and bow. A memorial
ceremony is held to remember the departed. Therefore, it would be
better to put flowers on the grave on the commemorative day or for the
family to get together and reverently recollect the past struggle of the
dead and renew their resolve to work harder to accomplish what he left
undone.

We must endeavour to root out the old habits and establish a new
socialist way of life among the working people. Since the old way of
life is largely related to people’s level of ideological consciousness, we
must not try to do away with it at a stretch or by coercive methods. The
old habits still left in our way of life should be altered one by one as
ideological consciousness develops.

In establishing the socialist way of life, we communists, the
pioneers, should first discard the old way of life. We may say that all of
you present here are communists, and you should be the first to uproot
the old habits. When the awakened people first eliminate old habits one
by one, other people will gradually follow suit and all manner of
worn-out ways of life handed down from the old society will finally be
cleared away and a new socialist way of life thoroughly established in
the whole of society.

For the establishment of the socialist way of life, it is also necessary
to lead all people to love their collective and get used to the collective
way of life. In inducing people to love their collective and adhere to the
collectivist principle of life, it is essential to educate them to accustom
themselves to the collective life from childhood and, particularly, bring
our children up properly in nurseries and kindergartens. Only when the
children acquire early good habits while at their nurseries and
kindergartens, can they lead cultured lives and play their full part in the
collective after leaving school and going out into the world.

Next, we must carry on a dynamic ideological revolution.
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In this revolution it is most important to fight capitalist and all other
obsolete ideas.

At present some officials lack the attitude of masters and are often
concerned with expediency in their work. This is because they still
have obsolete revisionist and capitalist ideas working on their minds.
We must combat these ideas which remain in the minds of our officials
energetically and root out their expediency and formalism which cause
them to work in a haphazard, irresponsible manner.

To eradicate capitalist and revisionist ideas remaining in the minds
of our officials, we must arm them firmly with Marxist-Leninist
ideology, the Juche idea of our Party. By closely equipping all officials
with our Party’s Juche idea we must convince them that they are the
masters of revolution and construction and all that they produce
benefits them as well as society and that they should, accordingly, do
all work faithfully with the attitude of masters.

We must also combat the inclination to be indolent, disliking work.

In a socialist society he who does not work has no right to eat and
there is no room for him. If everyone avoided work and liked to waste
his time, there could be no socialist society. Under the motto “He who
does not work shall not eat!” we must strongly combat the tendency to
be lazy.

At present, our state supplies factory and office workers with rice at
eight jon per kilogramme. Getting their rice at this nominal price, both
factory and office workers should work harder to repay the state for
these benefits. However, some workers and office employees do not
work faithfully nor do they observe labour discipline well.

We have not yet reunified the country, nor have we accomplished
the Korean revolution. At this very moment, the south Korean people
are fighting against the reactionaries’ fascist rule. How can we waste
time, doing nothing, when the revolutionaries and patriots of south
Korea are fighting, shedding their blood, facing prison and the
gallows? While intensifying the ideological struggle against the dislike
for work, we must establish a strict work discipline to do away with
idleness.
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A campaign must be waged against misappropriating the common
property that belongs to the state and society. In the rural areas today
there are many tendencies to neglect and waste common property. We
must resolutely combat practices such as wasting communal property
in the rural areas.

In managing the common property of the state and society, it is of
great importance to tighten financial discipline. The accounts of
cooperative farms must be made regularly available to all members so
that they are kept informed of the monthly income and outlay and
balance; this makes it possible to correct errors in financial
management through timely criticism.

One of the important points in carrying out the ideological
revolution is to induce all working people to adhere to state
regulations.

All members of a socialist society must obey state regulations in
their work and lives. You must go through the set procedures even
when you take something out of the warehouse; officials must observe
state regulations when they take a train or a bus on their business trips.

You do not fight strongly enough against people who neglect state
regulations. This is a serious fault today. It is necessary to work out
correctly various work rules and regulations on the basis of the
Socialist Constitution and explain them to all members of society so
they voluntarily observe the laws and regulations and, at the same time,
wage a powerful ideological struggle against breaches of these laws
and regulations.

Party work must be done well for a successful ideological
revolution in the country areas.

As we always say, Party work is working with people. However,
the Party organizations involved in the rural economy have not yet
completely converted their work into work with people, and they quite
often abuse Party authority.

The county and ri Party committees and all other Party
organizations assigned to the rural economy must rectify this
shortcoming as soon as possible and do a good job with officials as
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well as Party members, and also work well amongst the masses by
allowing the working people’s organizations to have full rein. In this
way, they will educate and reform all the people and rally them closely
around the Party.

In order to rectify shortcomings in the rural economy promptly and
educate the agricultural officials and working people, there must be
effective annual work analysis meetings. In the past there were
Chongsanri work analysis meetings annually in the rural areas, but in
future, you had better hold meetings for summing up the
implementation of the tasks set out in the Theses on the Socialist Rural
Question in Our Country.

The Chongsanri work analysis meetings used to review the work
done to carry out the tasks we had proposed during our guidance in the
village of Chongsan-ri in February, 1960, but now it will not do only to
discuss the problems we pointed out in Chongsan-ri at that time. Now
that our socialist construction in country areas has entered a higher
stage, it is necessary to discuss new problems.

Every year, all Party organizations related to the rural economy
must hold an efficient annual work analysis meeting on February 25,
the anniversary of the publication of the Theses on the Socialist Rural
Question in Our Country. These meetings should make a detailed
analysis mainly of the progress of the technical, cultural and
ideological revolutions proposed in the theses on the rural question.
And these meetings must be held in an atmosphere of acute criticism
and ideological struggle, so that the cadres and Party members engaged
in agriculture can be educated and reformed as revolutionaries.

Lastly, I should like to touch briefly on the question of raising the
county’s role.

The county plays a very important role in the construction of a
socialist countryside. Therefore, the theses on the rural question
emphasize the need to enhance its role.

Since the publication of the theses, the county’s importance has
increased greatly and it has done much work in accelerating the
building of a socialist countryside. Take the local industries for
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example. Once every household had to make its own bean paste and
soya sauce. Today the county foodstuff factory supplies these to the
farmers. So the women have been freed from the toil of making bean
paste and soya sauce.

But one could hardly claim that the counties are now doing a
satisfactory job; many defects are being revealed in the work of the
county organs. Many county officials are adopting bureaucratic
attitudes towards the farmers, instead of serving them faithfully. Just
take the purchasing agencies for example. Their workers harass the
peasants. Now the purchasing regulations fix prices in three grades—the
first, second and third, offering high prices for the first grade. But they
say that no one has ever got first grade prices for the agricultural
products or sideline products he has sold to the state because
purchasing workers pick holes and do not give first grade rating even
to superior goods. Since the purchasing workers are so hard to deal
with, the peasants are totally indifferent to sideline production.

These tendencies should have been rectified promptly by the county
Party committees, but they did not play their proper role in the past.
The county Party committees should improve their work and always
see to it that the county organs, the lowest executive bodies of the state,
implement the Party’s policy and Government’s decisions and
directives correctly and should correct their errors before it is too late.

In addition to the county Party committees, the county
administrative committees, the county cooperative farm management
committees and the county farm machine stations must also work
better. Local industries must also be further developed to provide
better service to the farmers, supplying them not only with bean paste
and soya sauce but with riced corn flour and noodles, and they must
sell them cooking oil, processed fruits, bean curd, and so on. In this
way counties could give the farmers better service.

To enhance the county’s role, county officials must be developed
and encouraged to work in good faith. It is advisable, | think, that the
work analysis meetings on the basis of the theses on the rural question,
which should from now on be held every year, are held not only in
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rural ri but also at county Party committees, the county administrative
committees, the county cooperative farm management committees and
in all other county bodies connected with the rural areas.

By increasing the county’s role decisively we must further
strengthen the worker-peasant alliance, accelerate the course of
revolutionization and working-classization in the rural areas and
achieve a classless society as soon as possible where all the farmers
live prosperous lives and there are neither differences between town
and country nor class distinctions between the worker and the peasant.
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ON THE DUTIES OF THE SECRETARIES
OF RI PARTY COMMITTEES

Speech Delivered before the Secretaries
of Ri Party Committees
January 14, 1974

Comrades,

Secretaries of ri Party committees from all parts of the country are
present here today. | would like to take this opportunity to talk about
how the ri Party committee secretaries should manage their work and
their lives.

The ri Party secretaries have very important duties, and things will
only go well in the rural areas if they play their part creditably.

The ri Party is a basic organization of our Party. Our Party is built
up of cells, and the ri Party organization can be called one of the big
cells that make up our Party. That is why it is so important to
strengthen the ri Party organizations. Just as an organism will be
healthy if its cells are sound, so for our Party to be sturdy, its basic
organizations, including the ri Party organizations, must be sound.

Geographically, too, the ri Party organization is very important.
Each ri is a 4,000th part of our country, a 4,000th part of our territory
and population, of farmland, farm machinery and other means of
production and various other kinds of property. In addition, it has
schools, hospitals, nurseries, kindergartens and other educational,
cultural and health service institutions, telecommunication facilities,
various amenities and services. The ri Party organization is the
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manager of all these things within the ri and the ri Party secretary is in
charge of the ri Party organization.

Having confidence in the ri Party secretaries, the Party Central
Committee has committed a 4,000th part of our territory, population
and property to their care. The Party Central Committee has also
charged them with the duty to guide so that state power may be
exercised properly within an area that is a 4,000th of the country.

Only when ri Party secretaries accomplish all their revolutionary
tasks satisfactorily, consolidating and steering their organizations
correctly, will it be possible to strengthen our Party and our power and
to build up all our socialist forces. In other words, the consolidation of
ri Party organizations is essential to strengthen our revolutionary
forces for the stability and development of our socialist system.

If the ri Party secretaries are to perform their duties smoothly, they
should be competent enough to run a 4,000th part of the country
efficiently. They should be able to guide ri Party organizations and
their members, the working people’s organizations and the masses,
schools, hospitals, shops, amenities and so on, to say nothing of giving
proper guidance in farm production. In short, they must be skilled
enough to guide all aspects of work in the rural areas.

Today the whole of our countryside can be likened to a sleek horse.

Our villages are rich and beautiful. On the hills behind them are
orchards with rows of tiled houses in the foothills. There is a flowing
brook in the foreground and tractors chug through the fields
crisscrossed by brimming irrigation canals. Truly our countryside is
like a beautiful picture scroll.

There is lovely rural scenery in every area of our country. In
Changsong, way up in the mountains, for example, when you come out
of a ravine, an attractive scene spreads before your eyes—there is a
limpid stream flowing, tiled houses line the foothills and tractors are
working the fields. Climbing up the ridge of the pass from Sakju to
Changsong, you see a village down below that is called Kumbu-ri. It is
so beautiful that you want to sit down there and draw a picture. Indeed,
Kumbu-ri is like a fairyland, the land where legend has it the fairies
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came to live. Yet Kumbu-ri is not exceptional. All our villages are rich
and beautiful and we might well call each of them a fairyland. Once
backward and poverty-stricken, our villages have now all grown into
prosperous modern villages like this and our peasants’ long-cherished
dream that they might one day eat rice and meat soup regularly and live
in a house with a tiled roof has now come true. How wonderful this is!

The sight of our rich and beautiful villages always makes me feel
refreshed and very happy.

Foreign guests, too, are unanimous in their admiration of our
beautiful countryside. One man said that after a long journey through
Korea by car, he was not tired at all because the scenery was so varied
and so beautiful, it was a feast for the eyes. Our guests from Asia,
Africa, Latin America and Europe all say the same.

It is you ri Party secretaries present here and the cooperative farm
chairmen who have taken the lead in building such fine villages
throughout our country. It was you who took part in the struggle for the
agrarian reform after liberation, who were in the agricultural
cooperative movement and fought to put through the rural technical
revolution. You grew up and went to school in rural areas and today
you are proud to be masters of our countryside.

Our people defeated Japanese imperialism and won independence
after a long and arduous struggle; after liberation they rid themselves
of landlords and capitalists and built in our beautiful country with its
picturesque mountains and clear streams a happy land free from
oppression and exploitation where all can live a life of plenty. Today
all our villages are modern and prosperous. They are like Chollima,
the sleek steed, who gallops forward towards the heights of
communism.

The Party policy for building up a socialist countryside is clear. We
have the Theses on the Socialist Rural Question in Our Country, our
programme of socialist rural construction, and practical steps set out by
the Party for every stage of rural construction.

The question will be decided by the ri Party secretaries assembled
here, by how fast they will race forward on these sleek steeds, by how
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efficiently they work to put the Party’s policy into practice. Even a fine
steed is useless if the rider is stupid and clumsy. And just as a poor
rider is likely to be kicked or thrown, so a ri Party secretary who lacks
the ability to race ahead on his steed, who fails to play his part
properly, cannot push socialist rural construction forward fast. And
only when all our ri Party secretaries are capable of riding their steeds
at a gallop, of playing their proper role, will it be possible for our
farmers and indeed all of our people to be more prosperous and to
achieve a classless society and the complete victory of socialism.

And are all our ri Party secretaries capable of riding their steeds
at a gallop now? No, indeed. There are some who can ride at a
gallop, but there are others who at best could only ride a donkey;
still others, unable to ride even a donkey, could barely stay on the
back of a calf.

Some ri Party secretaries are at present failing in their duty and role,
and have shortcomings in both their work and their lives.

They do not take too kindly to state discipline. Those who at present
undermine state discipline in rural areas are primarily the ri officials,
including ri Party secretaries. Because ri officials lead the way
disobeying state discipline, others follow suit. Because they
themselves are the first to break state discipline, the ri officials cannot
deal firmly with others when they see them do the same.

There are quite a few among the Party secretaries and other ri
officials who throw their weight around. Their breaches of state
discipline are often a result of their desire to be important. Security
men in charge of the ri abuse the power of their uniform, the ri Party
secretaries misuse Party authority and cooperative farm chairmen act
as though they were “headmen”.

I have heard that nowadays, as soon as quality goods are put on sale
in rural shops, there are ri officials who buy them over the heads of the
farmers. They think that they are somebodies and above ordinary
people and think it right that they should live better than others. This is
a mistaken idea. If cadres consider themselves above the rest, they will
become divorced from the masses, will be unable to identify with them
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and, consequently, unable to carry out their revolutionary assignments
creditably.

Ri Party secretaries must promptly rectify such shortcomings in
their work and lives, and fulfil their duty and play their part properly,
to strengthen the ri Party, our Party’s basic organization, and lead the
farm villages of Chollima forward on the right path.

Before all else, ri Party secretaries need a high degree of
revolutionary and class spirit in order to strengthen the ri Party
organizations and steer Chollima’s farm villages forward on the right
path.

We have organized the Party in order to fight for communism
successfully. The basic organizations of the Party including the ri Party
are our Party’s combat units fighting to build socialism and
communism. Therefore, the ri Party secretaries in command of these
combat units need to be more revolutionary, to have a stronger
working-class spirit than all the others.

By equipping themselves thoroughly with Marxism-Leninism and
our Party’s revolutionary ideas and continually tempering themselves,
ri Party secretaries should qualify as genuine revolutionaries who can
subordinate everything to the revolution and the interests of the
working class, uphold revolutionary principles, and overcome trouble
despite all adversity.

They should lead the masses in the revolutionary struggle and
construction. When officials take the lead and steer the masses in the
right direction, all work will turn out well. One of the factors in last
year’s good harvest in our country lies in the fact that the junior
cadres on cooperative farms worked energetically at the head of the
masses. The ri Party secretaries should continually temper
themselves in practical activities and endeavour to lead the masses in
all activities, including Party and state work and the work of
economic construction.

If they are to acquit themselves well of their charge, the ri Party
secretaries must fashion their activities and lives to the following
working rules:
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First, they should play an active part in the life of the Party
organization.

Ri Party secretaries should take an active part in the Party’s
organizational life if they are to show revolutionary spirit, abide by
revolutionary principles, take the lead in the revolutionary struggle and
construction and remain faithful to the Party and the revolution as long
as they live.

If they stand aloof from the organizational life of the Party, the
Party members will be in the dark as to what the Party organization has
discussed and decided, what it is up to, and will be unable to work and
live as the Party expects.

Party members should participate in Party life, no matter when and
where, except when they are ill in hospital. A Party member who does
not take part in Party organizational life is not qualified to be one. Our
Party Rules stipulate that a Party member who stays away from Party
life for more than six months without a legitimate reason will be
expelled from the Party. Only if all members take an active part in
Party organizational life is it possible to increase the Party’s fighting
capacity and for the members to become tempered revolutionaries.

Ri Party secretaries should play an exemplary part in Party
organizational life more than anyone. They should not ever absent
themselves from organizational life in the Party. They should not only
take an exemplary part in it; they should persuade all their Party
members to follow suit, and should encourage members of the League
of Socialist Working Youth, the Union of Agricultural Working People
and the Women’s Union to play their part well in the organizational life.

It is the bounden duty of every member to be active in Party
organizational life. The ri Party secretaries must temper their Party
spirit constantly and thoroughly revolutionize and working-classize
themselves through faithful participation in the organizational life of
the Party.

43



Second, they should actively participate in Party studies.

I have heard that nowadays some workers who have graduated from
institutions of higher education neglect Party study meetings on the
pretext that they cannot learn much there. This is a very haughty
attitude.

A Party study meeting should be attended by all whether they are
learned or not. It is a dictate of the Party’s revolutionary discipline that
members must attend Party study meetings.

Only by attending Party study meetings with keen interest can Party
members raise their political consciousness and always be up-to-date
with Party policy and the situation at home and abroad. By attending
each and every Party study meeting, you can be knowledgeable about
the new issue you were ignorant of yesterday and can gain information
from one lecture that you could not get from another.

By applying themselves to Party studies, ri Party secretaries should
be equipped closely with our Party’s revolutionary idea, the Juche
idea, and they should be continually increasing their level of political
consciousness.

Third, they should be active in production work.

While carrying out Party work with expertise, they should be active
in production, setting an example for the masses. But at present there
are some of them who, on the pretext of the stress of Party work, rarely
do any work in production.

It is quite true that ri Party secretaries have less time than others
because they have to attend many meetings and to guide Party study
meetings. But this should not excuse them from production work. If
they miss work in the daytime because of some meetings, they should
still make up the day’s work even if it means staying up all night. If
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they cannot even find time at night, then they should work harder the
next day to compensate.

I think you have all seen the feature film A Red Motivation Worker.
When the heroine has to attend a meeting or a study course in the
daytime, she spends the night doing her weeding for the day; she even
weeds the plot some laggard left unweeded.

In days gone by the commanding officers and political workers of
the Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Army used to walk more and suffer more
to take care of their units on march in the winter, but upon arrival at the
bivouac site, they were the first to pick up saws and axes and cut down
trees to build the campfires, and helped their men make beds. They
themselves only used to go to bed after the men had fallen asleep.

Imitating the work style of the commanders and political workers of
the Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Army, ri Party secretaries should take the
lead in tackling heavy or difficult jobs and be active in production, thus
being in the vanguard in building socialism.

Fourth, they should value and look after the common property
of the state and society.

There are many people now who are neglectful and wasteful of the
common property of the state and society.

Ri Party secretaries should set an example in the way they prize and
look after the common property of the state and society.

They should begin by making it a habit to look after farm
implements and machinery. If they use a hoe or weeder, they should
clean it before they put it in the store, and when they use a tractor, they
should clean it before taking it into the garage. They must train
themselves in such habits in the handling of farm implements and
machines.

In the past the commanders of the Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Army
always looked after their arms and combat equipment well. Their arms
were always clean and shiny and the bullets they carried were without
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a speck of rust. Because they set the example in handling their weapons
and combat equipment, all their men looked after theirs well and were
always able to fight the enemy efficiently.

The most important thing in Party work is to control, first, the
administration of personnel; second, the running of the economy; and,
third, the activities of the organs of power. The ri Party secretary
should fully control and guide the way the economy, particularly the
finances, of the cooperative farm is run. The ri Party secretary whose
duty it is to give guidance on the financial management of the
cooperative farm, should not make free with the farm’s money or do
anything questionable in money matters. No one can be a communist
who is not clean in his financial affairs.

The ri Party secretary must not borrow money from the cooperative
farm or embezzle the property of the state or society. If he does, other
people may well follow his example, and it will become impossible to
run the cooperative farm properly.

He should have no say in the cooperative farm’s spending of money
and should not meddle in it unnecessarily. The cooperative farm should
lay out funds entirely on the responsibility of its chairman and treasurer.
The ri Party secretary should discuss and approve the cooperative farm’s
management of its finances at a ri Party committee meeting.

Fifth, they should set an example in obeying the laws and
regulations made by the state.

Since our Party is in power, Party workers must obey all state laws
and regulations voluntarily. If the state gives instructions not to fell
trees recklessly or not to dig earth at the roadside, ri Party secretaries
should see that the instructions are followed. Even when the regulation
issued by the upper body is wrong, they should not denounce it or pick
holes in it, they should state their opinions through proper channels.

The ri Party secretaries should take the lead in obeying all state laws
and regulations.
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Sixth, they should love the Party members and the people.

The ri Party secretaries should be polite to Party members and
people and speak to them politely. When they call someone, they must
always address him by his name or official title, with the suffix of
“tongmu” or “tongji” (both meaning comrade). When addressing the
cooperative farm chairman, they should say “Comrade Cooperative
Farm Chairman”, and in addressing a Party cell secretary, they should
call him “Comrade Party Cell Secretary”.

They should not be rough when talking to Party members and
people nor scold them unsparingly. Even when speaking to a man who
has committed a misdemeanour, a ri Party secretary must refrain from
using bad language and banging his fist on the desk, but should
admonish him with dignity. If you allow yourselves to curse and swear
at people at every opportunity, this will become a habit and you will
eventually become overbearing. Once they have formed the habit of
abusing people, Party officials and political workers can no longer do
effective work.

Ri Party secretaries should be polite and modest in their speech and
behaviour. If a ri Party secretary has made a mistake in talking to
someone, he should apologize, and if he has committed a breach of
manners by stepping on a person’s foot or accidentally giving him a
shove, he should say, “I’m sorry. Please forgive me.” It may seem a
trifling matter to observe this kind of courtesy, but this is very
important in endearing yourselves to people. The ri Party secretaries
should always be cultured and courteous in both word and deed.

Loving the Party members and people is no justification for treating
them uncritically and not taking them to task even when they do
wrong. It means that you always keep in touch with them, that when
they err, you criticize them immediately, and when they do something
good, you praise them, thus guiding all people to be faithful to the
Party. At present some workers do not criticize others but take an
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unbiassed attitude towards them even when they know they are at fault,
trying to be “a good fellow”. Such workers cannot be considered as
good.

The ri Party secretaries have to criticize Party members and others
immediately when they make mistakes in life and work, and praise
them when they behave well, doing justice to them, calling right right
and wrong wrong. They should love all Party members and people in a
principled way and thus unite them firmly around our Party.

Seventh, they should hold fast to the working-class position.

Our Party is a party fighting to defend the interests of the working
class. Therefore, ri Party secretaries should always stick firmly to the
working-class position, the position of those people who suffered from
exploitation and oppression in the past, and fight resolutely to defend
the interests of the working class.

In our rural areas, the capitalist system was wiped out a long time
ago, but many ideological remnants of capitalism still linger on; acts of
misappropriating state and social property are found, and there are also
people who damage worker-peasant power and slander and vilify the
socialist system. The ri Party secretaries should strive to root out the
ideological remnants of capitalism in the country areas and wage a
keen battle against things which damage the socialist system. Those ri
Party secretaries who do not fight things which are detrimental to the
working-class interests are not qualified to hold their posts.

Adherence to the working-class position means fighting to
consolidate the dictatorship of the proletariat and the socialist system,
to raise the Party’s authority and prestige in the eyes of the masses, and
to ensure that the Party becomes the beacon that lights the path for the
masses, shining at all times like a star. Ri Party secretaries should make
positive efforts to maintain this class position.

Ri Party secretaries should always exercise a keen class vigilance.
At present the enemy is trying to break down our socialist system and
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we are fighting the capitalist system. This is a fierce class struggle to
decide who will be the winner. The struggle to decide who beats whom
is a violent class struggle the issue of which is whether the workers and
peasants overthrow the capitalist system and build a socialist system,
or whether the landlords and capitalists preserve the capitalist system
as before. In our country this class struggle is not yet over. Therefore,
we must always have a high degree of class vigilance. The ri Party
secretaries should view all the political, economic, cultural and
military problems not just from the practical angle but from the
standpoint of the working class.

They should always think and act from the working-class
standpoint and adhere firmly to the standpoint of class struggle. From
the class standpoint, they should be firmly resolved to defend the
workers and peasants’ power, to oppose the landlord and capitalist
system and to fight resolutely against anybody doing harm to the
socialist system.

Eighth, they should live in a political and cultured way.

Ri Party secretaries should always look neat and tidy and keep their
homes clean.

They should make it a rule to watch films. | have heard that some
sneer at those who watch films as though only people who have leisure
go to see them. They are wrong. The film is an important weapon of
ideological and cultural enlightenment. Moreover, the films produced
in our country now are of very high educational value. So ri Party
secretaries should see many films.

They should read the newspapers every day. Party workers should
read the editorials of the Rodong Sinmun without fail no matter how
busy they are. They say some officials do not even read the editorials
of this newspaper. This will not do.

Ri Party secretaries should also listen to the radio and diffusion
broadcasts and watch television.
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This will keep them in touch with what is happening each day, what
our Party wants and appeals for and what kind of things are going on in
our country; they should know all about announcements made by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Korean Central News Agency and
suchlike.

The ri Party secretaries should not think that all that is required of
them is to raise good crops. If they are to acquit themselves creditably
of their part, they should be familiar with the situation, have
considerable political, economic, cultural and military knowledge, and
lead cultured lives.

Ninth, they should not become bureaucrats.

A Party organ does not wield power nor is the post of Party
secretary similar to old-time government posts. Nevertheless, some ri
Party secretaries still build up a bureaucracy, regarding the Party organ
as an organ of power. Some Party secretaries put on airs as if they were
old-time high government officials and like to ride a high horse. When
invited to dinner, such people are flattered only if they are put right at
the head of the table. Even if he is put in the place of honour, a ri Party
secretary should not accept it. He should give way to the eldest person
present.

Some people lead a simple life and are humble in their speech and
behaviour before they are appointed to a position, but once they are
promoted to the post, their gait and manner of speaking change. And as
soon as they are promoted to high posts, they start to demand luxury
cars and mansions. And those who speak very politely over the
telephone before their appointment, howl abuse at their subordinates
and speak insolently as soon as they pick up the receiver, after their
promotion.

Whether one’s position be high or low, one should never be rude or
overweening on the telephone. In a telephone conversation the
speakers cannot see each other, so they should speak diffidently. When
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an official rings up a person or answers a call on the telephone, he
should first announce himself quietly and speak politely, and when the
conversation is over, he should politely say good-bye before hanging
up.

It is all a manifestation of bureaucracy that an official likes to have
the place of honour at table, talks and behaves rudely, and demands a
mansion and a luxury car. Our officials must not behave like
bureaucrats.

Our Party is categorically opposed to bureaucracy. We must detest
an odour of bureaucracy in officials. Those officials who act like
bureaucrats should give themselves a good rubdown to get rid of their
bureaucratic smell. In particular, ri Party secretaries should have a
good wash to eliminate their bureaucratic smell.

If ri Party secretaries act like bureaucrats, they cannot play their
part properly. They should rid themselves completely of bureaucratic
attitudes and become the people’s servants who serve the Party and the
people faithfully.

Tenth, they should resolutely fight all kinds of outdated
thoughts that are incompatible with our Party’s Juche idea.

Each ri Party secretary has been appointed by the Party Central
Committee and the state to the task of guiding the Party members and
people in an area that is a 4,000th part of the country. Therefore, they
need to arm themselves better than anyone with our Party’s Juche idea
and do all their work responsibly from the master’s standpoint. They
should work consistently to implement our Party policy and fight all
shades of reactionary thinking including capitalist, feudal, revisionist
ideas and the worship of great powers which contradict our Party’s
revolutionary thinking, the Juche idea.

In our Party only revolutionary thinking, the Juche idea, can exist;
ideas that contradict this cannot be tolerated. We should arm the whole
Party with our Party’s monolithic ideology.
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Ri Party secretaries should fight determinedly against all obsolete
ideas which are incompatible with our Party’s monolithic ideology, so
that our Party’s Juche idea prevails throughout their whole ri.

I can think of many other things that ri Party secretaries should do
in their work and lives. But these ten points are the most important. Ri
Party secretaries should manage their work and lives in accordance
with these ten working rules.

At the same time, they should enhance the function and role of the ri
Party committees by every possible means. The secretary working
alone is incapable of dealing successfully with the revolutionary tasks
that face the ri Party organization.

In order to improve the way ri Party committees function, these
committees should be built up solidly, formed with hard-core Party
members with strong class consciousness, who jealously defend the
Juche idea of our Party and work selflessly to consolidate and develop
the socialist system. Ri Party committee elections must always be
democratic.

The ri Party committees, built on solid foundations, should meet
regularly. There are people who say that frequent Party committee
meetings interfere with farm work, but they are wrong. Of course, too
many meetings in the busy farming season can interfere with farm
work-that is why the Party has often said that there should be as few
meetings as possible in the farmers’ busy season. But even then the ri
Party committees should meet regularly no matter how busy they are.

However pressed by work, we regularly call meetings of the
Political Committee and the Secretariat of the Party Central
Committee. As the saying goes, it is better to ask the way even when
following the beaten path. So if many gather together and discuss a
matter which could have been decided by one person’s judgment, quite
a number of wise suggestions are put forward.

The ri Party secretaries should call regular ri Party committee
meetings and raise all matters for collective discussion so as to take
correct decisions.

They should be proficient in organization in order to implement

52



their committee’s decisions. They should give assignments to the
committee members and Party members to go amongst the masses and
encourage them to work to put those decisions into practice.

If ri Party secretaries build up their committees solidly, hold regular
meetings and organize work scrupulously, all the revolutionary tasks
facing the ri Party organizations will be carried out smoothly.

The ri Party secretaries should pay special attention to making
adequate provision against war.

We now stand face to face with the American imperialists, the
chiefs of world reaction. The enemy is waiting for us to relax our
vigilance and lower our guard, eagerly watching for a chance to invade
us. The moment we are off our guard and dozing the enemy will
pounce.

We do not want war and will never start it first. But if the enemy
attacks us, then we shall have to fight. Since the enemy persists in
aggressive tactics, nobody can tell when our country may again be at
war. Therefore, we should not lapse into a pacifist mood but make
thorough provision against war so that we can deal with a surprise
attack.

The most important thing in making provision against war is to
prepare the people well politically and ideologically.

Because we had given inadequate revolutionary education to the
people before the war, we suffered a great loss during the temporary
retreat. In that period many Party members and people lacked fighting
spirit and did not know how to fight, and so they were meekly taken
away by “peace maintenance corps” ruffians who were carrying
hunting guns which were not loaded, and then were cruelly
slaughtered. We should not forget this bitter lesson and should prepare
the people well politically and ideologically.

The ri Party secretaries must educate Party members and the people
to hate the enemy without entertaining any illusions about him and to
acquire ideological readiness to fight him resolutely.

It is important for the people to make a close study of the
Reminiscences of Anti-Japanese Guerrillas in their revolutionary
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education. The study of the reminiscences is conducive both to
educating the people to hate the enemy and to teaching the fighting
experiences of the revolutionary forerunners to those who have no
experience of the revolutionary struggle. Ri Party secretaries should
organize the study of the reminiscences on a wide scale to allow all
working people to get to know how their revolutionary forerunners
fought the enemy in the past and induce them to meditate on how they
would fight in similar circumstances.

In future many books about the experiences of the anti-Japanese
armed struggle should be published to be used extensively in giving
revolutionary education to the working people.

Revolutionary novels also play an important role in increasing the
revolutionary preparedness of the people and tempering their thoughts
and willpower. When we were held in Jilin Prison, we read the novel
The Iron Flood which impressed us deeply, and that helped us greatly
later in overcoming difficulties in the course of the revolutionary
struggle. This novel has as its theme the story of a unit in Russia
breaking out of the enemy encirclement, overcoming great odds during
the civil war. The Arduous March we had during the anti-Japanese
armed struggle was many times as hard as anything described in The
Iron Flood. Last year | saw a musical epic drama portraying the
Arduous March of the days of the anti-Japanese armed struggle. This is
a very good work that will help give our people a revolutionary
education. It is necessary to educate people well with such a
revolutionary work of art.

Another important aspect of providing against war is to make
adequate material preparations.

We must unremittingly carry on the Party’s policy on arming all the
people, fortifying the whole country, modernizing the whole army, and
making it an army of cadres.

We already have all the weapons which are needed to equip the
people. If war breaks out, we shall be able to provide every one of them
with a rifle. Ri Party secretaries must build up the ranks of the
Worker-Peasant Red Guardsmen and the Young Red Guardsmen in
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their ri and strengthen their combat training so as to increase their
fighting capacities steadily.

Ri Party secretaries must also pay particular attention to obtaining
sufficient reserves of war materials including food.

The ri Party secretaries should make thorough arrangements to
manage successfully in the event of war and, if war does break out,
should lead all the armed force and people of their ri in fighting to help
the People’s Army, and defend their own district bravely.

Advance is not the only essential in a war. Some area may be given
up to the enemy for strategic reasons, and there may be a case of
unavoidable retreat because some units have lost battles. There are
very many such cases in the history of war. Therefore, ri Party
secretaries should be prepared to defend their own district by
mobilizing the local people in any situation that may arise in war.

During the anti-Japanese armed struggle, we fought for four years,
from 1932 to 1935, to defend the guerrilla bases. At that time, we were
poorly armed and short of everything. But by mobilizing the people of
the bases, we repulsed the enemy’s desperate attacks and firmly
defended the bases. The ri Party secretaries must learn from these
fighting experiences of the days of the anti-Japanese armed struggle.

Every area in our country has favourable zones you can fall back on
as bases of operations to fight the enemy in the event of an invasion.
South Hwanghae Province, for example, has many densely wooded
high mountains with deep ravines. If you set up bases in such places,
you would be able to go on fighting for many years.

Ri Party secretaries should continue to make very thorough
preparations against war, firmly determined to face up and fight the
enemy no matter when he might start an invasion.

Now | should like to pass to a few immediate tasks of agriculture.

At the recent National Congress on Agriculture, we took stock of
the great successes achieved in the struggle for implementing the tasks
set forth in the Theses on the Socialist Rural Question in Our Country
and, on this basis, advanced the historic task of completing the
industrialization of our agriculture in the near future by pressing ahead
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more vigorously with the rural technical revolution.

Industrializing agriculture is very important for the complete
victory of socialism, and it is also a very difficult problem.

In accordance with the policy set out in the theses, we have gone
ahead with the rural technical revolution, with the result that the
irrigation and electrification programmes have been completed
throughout the country and great achievements have been made in
mechanizing farming and using chemicals. A little more effort in
future, and we shall lead Asia in the industrialization of agriculture.

Agricultural personnel must endeavour to complete the
comprehensive farm mechanization and use of chemicals as soon as
possible and industrialize agriculture in line with the policy laid down
in the theses.

Above all, there must be a bold attempt to make effective use of
modern farm machinery such as tractors and lorries.

The state sends a large number of tractors and lorries to the country
areas every year for comprehensive agricultural mechanization. But in
some areas, owing to the neglect of land realignment and road
building, although they have many tractors and lorries these are not
used effectively, and they do not last as long as they should.
Agricultural personnel should pay better attention to land alignment
and road building, so that tractors and lorries can be used more and
longer. Rural roads should be paved with stone or covered with gravel
and hardened so that tractors and lorries do not get stuck in the mud
when it rains.

Machine parts factories should be developed well in the provinces
to produce and supply the country areas with large quantities of spares
for tractors and lorries, which should be repaired promptly and well
maintained for better use.

In addition to efficiently used modern farm equipment, such as
tractors and lorries, conventional equipment such as carts should also
be used widely in agriculture. Some agricultural workers are now
reluctant to use carts. This will not do. Conventional farm implements
must also be used effectively until enough modern farm equipment
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such as tractors and lorries is available to do all farm work by machine.

An important current task in agriculture is making good
preparations for this year’s farming.

The cooperative farms should work out good plans for farm
production this year. The ri Party secretaries should help cooperative
farm chairmen make farming plans which are fully in line with the
principle of planting the right crop in the right soil at the right time.

On cooperative farms large quantities of slaked lime and manure
should be produced and taken out to the fields before the thaw. In many
farm villages now, they say, large-scale slaked lime production is
impossible because of a lack of coal. The State Planning Commission
and the Agricultural Commission should see that there are sufficient
supplies of coal for lime production.

This year we should also put emphasis on stock farming and bring
about an innovation in the production of animal products.

Orchards should be well looked after. They are badly kept at
present, and so the output of fruit is very low. At least 20-30 tons of
fruit must be produced per hectare of orchard. The cooperative farms
should tend and look after their orchards well to obtain a large increase
in fruit production.

There must be a major drive for planting trees. When the mountains
are planted with many trees it will be possible to prevent landslide and
flood damage and to solve the problem of the supply of timber. All
cooperative farms should carry out the Party’s policy of planting 10
hectares of trees every year.

The cooperative farms should improve streams and rivers. Since
our country has a heavy rainfall, it is necessary to improve streams and
rivers every year to make water drain away well. At present the
cooperative farms are very neglectful of this work and this is wrong.
All cooperative farms should make a habit of cleaning out ditches and
controlling streams and rivers every spring.

Building a great deal of modern rural housing should receive great
attention this year. Recently, modern two-storey, two-flat houses have
been built in the rural areas around Pyongyang. They are better in
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appearance, and their interior structure is also more functional than the
slightly earlier flat-roofed houses. A house of that style should be
erected as a model in every county and the idea should be widely
copied.

The achievements made so far by our people in the agricultural
field are only a first step in industrializing agriculture—we have still a
great deal to do. Therefore, ri Party secretaries and cooperative farm
management personnel must assume full control of farm activities, and
press ahead more energetically with all aspects of the work. The
provincial, city and county Party committees should give effective
guidance to the cooperative farms.

Agricultural workers should, above all, endeavour to raise good
crops this year, and all Party members and working people in the field
of agriculture should make another effort to achieve the Six-Year Plan
grain production target without fail. The Party Central Committee
intends to hold an agricultural congress again towards the end of the
year after this year’s farm work is finished. | should like all comrades
present at the recent National Congress on Agriculture to make
continuous innovations without falling behind in the struggle to reach
the Six-Year Plan goal for grain and to have the honour of attending
the next agricultural congress, too.

By continuing to press ahead vigorously with the ideological,
technical and cultural revolutions in the country areas in line with the
policy set out in the Theses on the Socialist Rural Question in Our
Country, we must industrialize agriculture and build a classless society
where there is no disparity between town and country and no class
difference between worker and peasant as soon as possible. By doing
this, we shall demonstrate more clearly the advantages of our socialist
system to the exploited and oppressed people in south Korea and to the
peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America who are fighting to build a
new society.
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS RAISED
BY L’UNITA, ORGAN OF THE ITALIAN
COMMUNIST PARTY

January 29, 1974

Question: One year ago we heard with great expectation that an
agreement had been reached between the two parts of Korea on the peaceful
reunification of the country, free from outside interference. Later, however,
we learned that new difficulties had arisen.

Will you please explain what these difficulties are and how they can be
overcome?

Answer: In 1972 a North-South Joint Statement whose keynote is
the three principles of independence, peaceful reunification and great
national unity put forward by our Party, was published in our country
following the dialogue held between the north and the south. This was
a great step forward in the struggle of our people for the independent,
peaceful reunification of their motherland. People throughout the
world, to say nothing of the entire Korean people in the north and the
south, rejoiced at this step and welcomed it warmly.

After the North-South Joint Statement had been published every
possible effort was made on our part to give effect to it and achieve
national reunification as early as possible. But here we ran up against a
large obstacle because of the schemes of internal and foreign divisive
elements to perpetuate national division.

Under the manipulation of US imperialism, the south Korean
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authorities scrapped the North-South Joint Statement the day after it
was signed, saying that it was nothing more than an untrustworthy
scrap of paper. After that, they kept perpetrating acts totally
contravening the principles of the North-South Joint Statement and
turned down all the reasonable proposals put forward by us to
accelerate national reunification. Then, last June they openly
announced to the world a “policy” of fixing and perpetuating national
division. The south Korean authorities asserted that north and south
Korea should enter the United Nations separately. This was designed,
in the last analysis, to perpetuate the division of the nation and keep our
country divided into two parts for ever.

The national-splitting actions of the south Korean authorities are a
product of the “two Koreas” policy of US imperialism. Seeing that it
was impossible to bring about their crazy plan to invade the northern
half of Korea and turn the whole of Korea into their colony, the US
imperialists put forward the “two Koreas” policy with the sinister aim
of keeping at least south Korea within their grip. At the United Nations
General Assembly session last year the US imperialists, in company
with their followers, resorted to all sorts of tricks to get a “resolution”
on “two Koreas” passed.

The Japanese militarists support the US imperialists most zealously
in their “two Koreas” plot. While stepping up their renewed invasion
of south Korea, the Japanese militarists, hand in glove with the US
imperialists, are actively pressing ahead with the scheme to create “two
Koreas”. It is not for nothing that a Japanese journal recently wrote that
“the ‘two Koreas’ policy is a drama acted by the Park Chung Hee
regime on a US script and under US direction and Japanese stage
management.”

We consider that the road to the solution of our country’s
reunification question can be cleared only by smashing the “two
Koreas” plot of the US imperialists, the Japanese militarists and the
south Korean authorities and by putting an end to foreign interference
in the Korean question.

The Workers’ Party of Korea and the Government of the Republic
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resolutely oppose any attempt to fix and perpetuate the division of our
country and reject outright any outside interference in the domestic
affairs of our country.

Last year’s session of the United Nations General Assembly, the
first ever to be attended by a representative of the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea, checked the “two Koreas” plot of US imperialism
and its lackeys, expressed support for the three principles of national
reunification laid down in the North-South Joint Statement and
adopted a decision on the immediate dissolution of the “United
Nations Commission for the Unification and Rehabilitation of Korea”,
a tool of US imperialism for its interference in our internal affairs. This
was a welcome step which created a favourable situation for the
solution of the reunification question and a great victory for our Party’s
policy of independent, peaceful reunification.

The Workers’ Party of Korea and the Government of the Republic
will continue to make every possible effort to thwart all attempts to
perpetuate the division of our nation and to hasten the independent,
peaceful reunification of the motherland.

First of all, we shall work hard to strip the “UN forces” helmet off
the US imperialist army of aggression in south Korea, the main
obstacle to the solution of Korea’s reunification question, and to force
them to withdraw. At the same time, we shall strive to continue the
dialogue between the north and the south and achieve comprehensive
cooperation and interchange between them in accordance with the
principles set down in the North-South Joint Statement.

In order to press ahead with the dialogue between the north and the
south, the south Korean authorities must refrain from any acts
contravening the principles of the North-South Joint Statement. They
are still persisting in their actions to perpetuate national division and
their policy of dependence upon outside forces, harshly repressing
democrats and patriotic young people and students of south Korea who
are calling for national reunification and democracy. These actions of
the south Korean authorities constitute the chief obstacle to dialogue
between north and south.

61



If the south Korean authorities give up their divisive attitude,
respect the North-South Joint Statement and make genuine efforts to
have it carried out, the north-south dialogue will make successful
headway.

If the south Korean authorities continue to ignore the North-South
Joint Statement and follow a road running counter to it, the people will
not forgive them. The south Korean young people, students and people
in general, are indignant at the south Korean authorities’ increasingly
undisguised policy of fascist repression and stratagems to perpetuate
national division and their policy of dependence upon Japan, and have
risen in an anti-“government” and anti-fascist struggle for democracy.
For months now they have been valiantly fighting under the slogans:
“Down with the Park regime!”, “Establish democracy!” and “An
immediate end to dependence on Japan!” It is natural that the south
Korean young people, students and people at large should fight against
those who cling to outside forces, while betraying the nation and
repressing the people by force.

The just, patriotic struggle of the south Korean young people,
students and other people will certainly be crowned with victory, and
the cause of national reunification will be achieved for sure through the
united strength of the entire Korean people.

Question: You live in a region which has witnessed two protracted,
bloody wars over the past 25 years and where imperialism suffered a heavy
blow from the heroic struggles of the Korean and Vietnamese peoples. How
do you view the prospects in this region now that the Vietnamese people have
won a brilliant victory and new relationships have been established in the
international arena?

Answer: In the past the struggle of the peoples against the
imperialists’ aggression and intervention was fiercer in Asia than in
any other region and the imperialists have sustained a severe blow.

The US imperialists suffered a major political and military defeat in
the Korean war, which marked the beginning of their decline. Beaten
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again in the Viet Nam war, they have sunk deeper into the abyss of
ruin. In Cambodia today the US imperialists are having a bitter
experience all the time. Everywhere in Asia they are meeting with
defeats and rebuffs.

All the facts indicate that in Asia in the past the situation has
developed in favour of its peoples and the US imperialists have
suffered a serious defeat.

However, the US imperialists have not yet given up their aggressive
designs against the Asian countries. They are making desperate efforts
to extricate themselves from their predicament. The crafty US
imperialists produced the so-called “Nixon doctrine” to set Asians
against Asians by inciting their satellite states and puppets in Asia.
Under the zealous aegis of the US imperialists, the Japanese militarists
are stepping up their infiltration of many Asian countries to achieve
their ambition of overseas expansion.

The aggressive designs of the US imperialists and the Japanese
militarists against Asian countries will never be achieved. I think that
in future the general situation in Asia will turn more and more in
favour of the Asian peoples.

Asia has many fighting and revolutionary countries. The
revolutionary peoples of Asia are presenting a solid, united front
against the imperialists’ aggression and intervention. The Asian
peoples have been awakened and tempered through their protracted
struggles against colonialism old and new.

In all areas of Asia today the voices calling for independence are
ringing out loudly and the fighting spirit is rapidly mounting against
US imperialism and Japanese militarism. Under the impact of the
Asian peoples’ fight, the US imperialists will soon be kicked out of
Asia for good and the Japanese militarists’ dreams of overseas
aggression will eventually come to grief.

Indeed, the US imperialists may resort in future to still shrewder
tricks and various kinds of manoeuvres in Asia. But however
cunningly they scheme, the revolutionary peoples of Asia will
maintain a firm anti-imperialist stand to the end and the future of Asia
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will be decided by the Asian peoples, its masters.

The Asian peoples will not fail to build an Asia where there is
neither imperialism nor exploitation and oppression, an independent
and prosperous new Asia.

Question: The Workers’ Party of Korea holds a very prestigious position
in the international communist movement and has made an important
contribution to the world anti-imperialist movement. Please tell us what the
prospects of the struggle against imperialism for peace are now in the light of
your experiences and what role the international communist and
working-class movements can play in this struggle.

Answer: As you know, there is a growing argument in the
international arena today that the present era is an era of a shift to
peaceful coexistence and cooperation from cold war and confrontation.
Our people, too, want peace and wholeheartedly hope for a lasting
peace. The Korean people are well aware, however, that peace can
never be achieved by begging the imperialists for it but can be won
only through a persevering battle against imperialism.

The more difficult their position becomes, the craftier the
double-dealing tactics of the imperialists. This is an old trick employed
by the imperialists whenever they find themselves in a difficult
position.

The US imperialists are now improving their relations with large
countries and easing the tension temporarily under the pretence of
“peace” in an attempt to gain a breathing space, while continuously
intensifying their manoeuvres of aggression against small countries
and interference in their internal affairs. Recently the US imperialists
instigated the Israeli aggressors to unleash a war of aggression against
the Egyptian and Syrian peoples. The US imperialists also engineered
a fascist military coup to overthrow the legitimate Popular Unity
Government in Chile. It is also the US imperialists who are
perpetrating acts of aggression and interference in the domestic affairs
of Korea, Cambodia, Viet Nam, Laos and a number of African
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countries and many other countries of the world.

As the facts show, the people want peace, but the imperialists are
always engrossed in aggression, war and intervention.

We consider, therefore, that vigilance should be heightened and the
struggle intensified against the imperialists all the more so when they
put up the sign of “peace”.

When the imperialists put up the sign of “peace”, some people may
cherish an illusion about imperialism and shun struggle against it and
there are also those who try to seek security through an unprincipled
compromise with it. These people are either tired of the revolutionary
struggle and are going to give up revolution or cowards who are afraid
of making revolution. But the anti-imperialist struggle as a whole will
not be weakened even though there may be some such people.

As long as imperialism exists, there will always be exploitation and
oppression, aggression and intervention by it. Where there are
imperialist exploitation and oppression, aggression and intervention,
the revolutionary struggle of the people will always break out against
them. The people can free themselves from imperialist exploitation
and oppression and win independence and peace only through
struggle.

There are still many peoples on the globe subjected to imperialist
oppression and exploitation. Therefore, there will be more and more
people in the future who turn against imperialism and want to make
revolution. The peoples of many countries now suffering from
imperialist aggression and intervention are calling for continued
struggle and courageously rising in the anti-imperialist struggle
without wavering in the face of hardships and trials.

However hard the imperialists may try to paralyse the revolutionary
consciousness of the people and stamp out the anti-imperialist struggle
under the sign of “peace”, the anti-imperialist struggle will continue to
grow in strength. The people will certainly win class liberation and
national independence and attain world peace and security through
their staunch struggle against imperialism.

As for the role of the international communist and working-class
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movements in the anti-imperialist struggle, today these movements
constitute the most powerful revolutionary force standing opposed to
all the imperialist and other reactionary forces and the decisive force
holding in check the imperialist policy of aggression and war and
guaranteeing world peace and security. It is thanks to the strengthening
of the international communist and working-class movements that the
general international situation is now developing in favour of peace,
democracy, national independence and socialism.

There is no doubt that if the international communist and
working-class movements advance as a united force in future, they will
play a far greater role than now in the struggle against imperialism and
for peace. We sincerely hope that all the revolutionary forces will unite
firmly and act in concert in the struggle against imperialism and US
imperialism in particular. Our Party will in the future, as in the past,
actively work for the unity of the international communist movement
and the solidarity of all the anti-imperialist revolutionary forces.

Question: In the past 20 years the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea has achieved great social and economic progress in spite of the ravages
of war. Please tell us about the future goals and prospects of development.

Answer: As you have mentioned, the economy of our country was
severely damaged in the three-year war forced upon us by the US
imperialists. Following the war we started rebuilding the economy on
the desolate ruins.

By waging a heroic struggle under the correct leadership of the
Workers’ Party of Korea, our people not only rapidly healed the war
wounds but also converted our once backward colonial agrarian
country into a powerful socialist state with an independent, modern
industry, a developed agriculture and a brilliantly flowering and
developing science and culture. They accomplished this in a very short
period of time. In the past two decades the appearance of our country
has changed beyond recognition. Our people are extremely proud of
this.
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But these successes are only initial ones. We have far more work
ahead of us than we have accomplished in the past.

You asked about the goals of our struggle and prospects of
development. To answer your question, | think it will suffice to explain
the principal objectives of the Six-Year Plan set out at the Fifth
Congress of our Party and how these objectives are now being carried
out.

The three major tasks of the technical revolution are part and parcel
of the Six-Year Plan. The three major tasks of the technical revolution
set forth by our Party aim to considerably narrow the distinctions
between heavy and light labour, between agricultural and industrial
work and to free women from the heavy burden of household chores
through an extensive technical renewal movement in industry,
agriculture and all other branches of the national economy.

We have already achieved marked success in carrying out the three
major tasks of the technical revolution and opened up bright prospects
for their successful fulfilment. We have made remarkable progress in
the production of machine tools which are the key to the technical
revolution, and have laid the foundations of the electronics and
automation industries to introduce semi- and full-automation in all
fields of the national economy.

By making energetic efforts to narrow the distinctions between
heavy and light labour in the field of industry, comprehensive
mechanization in the coal and ore mines and automation in the metal and
chemical plants have been accomplished to a considerable extent. In
particular, an energetic drive is afoot to introduce remote control step by
step in those branches where there is heat-affected and harmful labour.

The technical revolution is also being dynamically pursued to
narrow the distinctions between agricultural and industrial work and
bring agricultural work closer to industrial labour.

This year marks the tenth anniversary of the publication of the
Theses on the Socialist Rural Question in Our Country. On this
occasion, we are now striving to carry out the main tasks of the rural
technical revolution set forth in the theses.
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In our country irrigation in agriculture was achieved long ago and
its electrification was also admirably carried out. Now a vigorous
struggle is going on to complete farm mechanization and the wider use
of chemicals. We plan to supply the country areas with 70,000-80,000
tractors (in terms of 15 hp units) by July this year, a task set forth in the
theses. The task put forward in the theses to supply over one ton of
chemical fertilizer per hectare in terms of quantity will be fulfilled in
the first half of the year.

The prospects for grain production are also quite bright. Last year a
good crop was harvested in our country. | think you know this well
enough because you have toured our countryside. We have set
ourselves the target of producing 6.5-7 million tons of grain this year
while consolidating the successes achieved last year. It can be said that
when this goal is reached, the grain target of the Six-Year Plan will
have been reached.

The task of the technical revolution for freeing women from the
heavy burden of household chores is also successfully being fulfilled.

Great efforts are now being made in our country to develop the food
and consumer goods industries so that women can do their cooking and
other household work quickly and with ease. In addition, rapid
progress is being made to introduce water services in the country areas.
When this project is completed, our women will no longer have to
carry water jars on their heads.

The living standards of our people will improve noticeably in the
near future. Our people no longer have to worry about food, clothing or
housing. However, the living standards of our people as a whole are
not yet as good as we would like. There are still differences in the
living standards of workers and farmers and distinctions between
urban and rural population in living conditions. We are making efforts
to raise the living standards of the people as a whole considerably and,
at the same time, to improve it evenly. If we work industriously for a
few more years after carrying out the Six-Year Plan, our people’s
living standards will show a marked improvement and will be inferior
to none.
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In the future great progress will also be made in public education
and the training of cadres. The universal compulsory ten-year
education which was started in 1972 will be fully introduced during the
Six-Year Plan to give all children complete general secondary
education at state expense until they reach working age. Higher
education will be developed rapidly and the number of technicians and
specialists will exceed one million in the near future.

In brief, the prospects for our country’s development are very
bright indeed and our people’s struggle is truly worthwhile.

Our workers and cooperative farmers are now going all-out to fulfil
the Six-Year Plan ahead of schedule with bright hopes for the future.

Seeing the enthusiasm with which the working people are tackling
the Six-Year Plan we are firmly convinced that it will be carried out
successfully ahead of time. When the Six-Year Plan is fulfilled, the
entire appearance of our country will undergo a still greater change and
our people will rise to higher peaks of socialism.

Taking advantage of this opportunity, | should like to extend warm
greetings to the Italian communists and the Italian working class for
their active support to our people in their struggle to build socialism
and for the independent, peaceful reunification of the country. I wish
the Italian Communist Party further success in its struggle against
imperialism and for peace, democracy and socialism.
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS PUT BY THE CHIEF
EDITOR OF THE YUGOSLAV
NEWSPAPER VECERNJE NOVOSTI

February 22, 1974

Question: Yugoslavia is familiar with and supports the consistent efforts
of the Government of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea for the
country’s independent and peaceful reunification.

Would you please explain the present political situation in the context of
the dialogue between north and south and the prospects for Korean
reunification?

Answer: As you know, as a result of the persevering efforts of our
Party and the Government of the Republic for the country’s
independent and peaceful reunification, dialogue between north and
south Korea was started and in July 1972, the North-South Joint
Statement was published, its keynote being the three principles of
independence, peaceful reunification and great national unity.

After the publication of the North-South Joint Statement the
Government of our Republic put forward a number of specific and
reasonable proposals to translate it into practice and made every
sincere effort to ensure the successful progress of the dialogue.
However, because of the stratagems of internal and external divisive
elements, the north-south dialogue reached deadlock and great
difficulties and obstacles have been put in the way of the reunification
of the motherland.
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Even after the publication of the North-South Joint Statement the
south Korean authorities, egged on by the United States, intensified
war preparations and fascist repression, keeping more stubbornly than
before to the policy of dependence on outside forces, in total
contravention of the principles set out in the statement. Then, in June
last year, they published the so-called “special statement”, announcing
to the world a “policy” to perpetuate the division of the nation.

At the UN General Assembly last year the US and Japanese
reactionaries and the south Korean authorities put forward a proposal
for simultaneous UN membership for “two Koreas” and employed
every conceivable trick to force it through. But this scheme was
completely frustrated by the just efforts of the socialist countries,
non-aligned states and many other countries of the world who support
our Party’s policy of independent and peaceful reunification. The UN
General Assembly expressed full support for the three principles of
national reunification laid down in the North-South Joint Statement
and adopted a resolution on the dissolution of the “United Nations
Commission for the Unification and Rehabilitation of Korea”, a US
instrument for aggression and interference in our internal affairs. This
is a great victory for the policy of our Party and the Government of the
Republic for independent and peaceful reunification and a staggering
defeat for those who seek the permanent division of Korea.

The south Korean authorities’ attempts to perpetuate the division of
the nation at the instigation of the imperialist forces have aroused the
national indignation of the entire Korean people who aspire to the
reunification of the motherland and inevitably compelled them to
struggle against internal and external divisive elements.

Harsh as fascist repression is today, the south Korean student youth
and people of all walks of life are fighting valiantly to bring about the
democratization of south Korean society, save the country and the
people and reunify the motherland.

We put forward a five-point policy: to eliminate military
confrontation and ease tensions between north and south, to give effect
to multilateral collaboration and exchange between the north and the
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south, to convene a Great National Congress composed of
representatives of people of all levels, political parties and social
organizations in the north and the south, to set up a north-south
Federation under the name of the Federal Republic of Koryo and to
enter the UN wunder that name. This is an epoch-making
save-the-nation plan aimed at preventing the division of the nation and
reunifying the motherland.

The only obstacle to our country’s reunification today is the
manoeuvres of the internal and external divisive elements to keep our
nation divided indefinitely. If the problem of our country’s
reunification is to be solved smoothly, it is necessary first of all to put
an end to the “two Koreas” plot of the US and Japanese reactionaries
and their interference in Korea’s domestic affairs and for the south
Korean authorities to renounce the policy of dependence on outside
forces and genuinely observe the principles of the North-South Joint
Statement. The south Korean authorities must discontinue their fascist
repression of the south Korean people who demand democracy and the
country’s independent and peaceful reunification, and open the way
for representatives of all parties, groupings and people of all levels in
south Korea to participate directly in solving the problem of
reunification. Only then will the dialogue between north and south
make smooth progress and the problem of reunification be solved
quickly.

Because of foreign interference we are now experiencing
vicissitudes in solving the problem of reunification. However, we
shall win the cause of national reunification without fail by the
indefatigable united struggle of all the north and south Korean people
with the active support and encouragement of progressive people the
world over.

Taking advantage of this opportunity, I should like to express my
deep thanks to the Government of the Socialist Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia and the Yugoslav people for their active support for the
DPRK Government’s policy of independent and peaceful reunification
and for the Korean people’s struggle to put it into effect.
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Question: We are well aware that the Korean people have converted
their country into a powerful socialist industrial state by scoring great
successes in the socialist construction of the country.

Tell us please what is the motive force and basic factor of these successes?

Answer: All our victories and successes gained in the socialist
revolution and socialist construction have been possible thanks to the
correct leadership of the Workers’ Party of Korea, the unbreakable
unity of the Party and the masses of the people and the immense
revolutionary enthusiasm and creative work of our people.

Our Party takes the Juche idea as the irreplaceable guideline in
leading the revolutionary struggle and the work of construction. At
each stage of revolutionary development, basing ourselves on the
Juche position, we worked out a line and policy to conform to the
specific conditions of our country and strove to carry our revolution
through to completion by our own efforts, refusing to depend on
others.

Because we established Juche and relied on our own efforts, we
have been able to lead our revolution along the straightest path,
surmounting many difficulties and trials.

Each time we encountered difficulties and trials in the course of the
revolutionary struggle and the work of construction, we placed our
trust in the masses of the people and consulted them and overcame the
difficulties and trials facing us by bringing their strength and wisdom
into play.

As we strengthened political work amongst the working people and
armed them firmly with the Juche idea, they took the Party’s policies to
heart and dedicated all their strength and wisdom to the struggle to
carry them out.

Today all the workers, cooperative farmers and working
intellectuals of our country are firmly united around the Party with one
ideology and purpose. They are working and living, filled with
revolutionary passion and optimism.

All the people are firmly rallied and welded around the Party,
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politically and ideologically, and are working with revolutionary
enthusiasm and creative initiative. Herein lies the source of our
invincibility and the solid guarantee for all victories.

Our Party will continue to develop the revolution and construction
uninterruptedly at high speed by uniting the masses of the people more
firmly around itself and giving full rein to their inexhaustible creative
energies.

Question: Yugoslavia supports the position of the Government of the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea in its attempt to liquidate the
consequences of imperialist interference in Korea’s domestic affairs and to
force the US troops to withdraw from south Korea in order to achieve the
independent and peaceful reunification of the country.

Friendship and bilateral cooperation between the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea and the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia are now
developing successfully in all spheres. But it seems that much still remains to
be done in this respect.

What is your opinion of the prospects for further developing friendship
and cooperation between the Korean and Yugoslav peoples?

Answer: Today the relations of friendship and cooperation
between the DPRK and the SFRY are developing more and more
satisfactorily. Visits and contacts between our two countries are
becoming frequent, and liaison and cooperation are increasing in all
spheres. We are satisfied with the ever-strengthening bonds of
friendship between the Parties, Governments and peoples of the two
countries. You said that much still remains to be done in developing
friendly relations between Korea and Yugoslavia. We also think so.

Henceforth, the Government of our Republic will make every
possible effort to further expand and develop the relations of friendship
and cooperation with the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia in
many fields of politics, the economy and culture.

It is my firm belief that friendly relations between Korea and
Yugoslavia will continue to develop favourably on the principle of

74



Marxism-Leninism and on the principles of complete equality,
independence, mutual respect and noninterference in each other’s
internal affairs.

At the same time, | sincerely wish further success to the fraternal
Yugoslav people who are working hard for the prosperity and progress
of their country under the leadership of the Yugoslav League of
Communists.

Question: Yugoslavia, an active member of the non-aligned movement,
and other non-aligned nations maintain that international problems cannot be
solved by groups of nations or by great powers, and that they must become a
matter of concern for the entire international community. This idea and the
practice based on it must prevail in international relations.

Peace is indivisible and nations, both large and small, should participate
on an equal footing in guaranteeing it.

This was pointed out in the resolutions of the Fourth Conference of
Non-Aligned States. The countries of the non-aligned world are taking this stand
with regard to the Middle East crisis and other pressing international events.

In this connection, we shall be grateful if you will give us your opinion of
the activities of the non-aligned states and the results of the Fourth Conference
of Non-Aligned States held in Algiers.

Answer: The activities of non-aligned states have had a
considerable influence on the fight against all forms of aggression and
interference, subjugation and inequality and for the achievement of
peace and a just settlement of international issues.

It is very good that the forces of the non-aligned states are growing
and their role increasing.

It has now become an irresistible trend of the times that imperialism
is going downhill and many countries of the world claim complete
equality in international relations and are advancing along the road to
independence.

The activities of the non-aligned states are powerful, for they reflect
this trend of the present time.
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The Fourth Summit Conference of Non-Aligned States held in
Algeria last year was an event of epoch-making importance in the
struggle of the peoples of the third world against imperialism,
colonialism, old and new, and racism and for national liberation and
sovereignty, peace and social progress.

The conference convincingly demonstrated the firm unity of the
peoples of the third world and made a notable contribution to the
further promotion of the national-liberation movement and
preservation and consolidation of world peace.

Special mention must be made of the fact that the Fourth Summit
Conference of Non-Aligned States unanimously adopted a resolution
on the termination of all forms of foreign interference in Korea’s
internal affairs, the withdrawal of foreign troops occupying south
Korea under the UN flag, the dissolution of the “UN Commission for
the Unification and Rehabilitation of Korea” and the admission of
Korea to the UN under a single name, either after the country’s
complete reunification or after the setting up of a Federation. This gave
strong encouragement to our people battling for national reunification
and was a powerful blow against the imperialists and their lackeys bent
on obstructing the reunification of Korea and perpetuating its division.

The Korean people highly value the results of the Fourth Summit
Conference of Non-Aligned States and express their heartfelt gratitude
to all the countries for their sincere efforts for the adoption of the
resolution on the Korean question at the conference and for their active
support and encouragement for our cause of independent and peaceful
reunification.

Because of their common plight in the past when they were
maltreated and oppressed and their common struggle of today against
imperialism and colonialism and for the creation of a new life, the
Korean people are closely united with the peoples of the third world
and actively support and encourage their national-liberation movement
and revolutionary struggle. The Korean people will, in the future, too,
remain firmly welded to the peoples of the third world in the common
cause of peace and democracy, national independence and social

76



progress, holding aloft the revolutionary banner of anti-imperialist
struggle.

Question: The imperialist forces of aggression are openly interfering in
the internal affairs of Asian countries, constantly endangering peace in this
part of the world.

What should be done to turn Asia into a secure continent and what is its
prerequisite?

What are the most fundamental features of recent political developments
on the Asian continent?

Answer: What is characteristic of recent developments in the Asian
situation is that the battle of the peoples against imperialist aggression
and intervention and for national independence and the independent
development of the countries is mounting as never before, while the
imperialists’ stratagems for aggression and intervention in this area are
becoming totally ineffectual.

The overwhelming majority of Asian peoples have already cast off
the yoke of colonial slavery and won national independence and are
fighting vigorously against imperialist aggression and intervention
under the banner of anti-imperialism and independence.

The US imperialists are running up against the powerful resistance
of peoples everywhere in Asia and are being chased out.

However, this does not mean that the imperialists have been
completely destroyed in Asia or that they will no longer commit the
crime of aggression.

Increasing its moves towards aggression and intervention against
the Asian countries, the United States is craftily working to achieve its
aggressive aims by making Asians fight Asians in accordance with the
notorious “Nixon doctrine”.

In order to prevent a new war and remove tension in Asia and turn it
into a continent of peace, it is necessary, above all, to drive the US
imperialists out of all parts of Asia and prevent them from suppressing
the national-liberation movement of peoples in this area and interfering
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in the internal affairs of other countries.

At the same time, the expansion of Japanese militarism revived
under the aegis of the United States and its ambitions for overseas
aggression must be checked and frustrated.

The Asian peoples are fully aware, from historical experience, that
only through their own struggle can they repulse imperialist aggression
and intervention and achieve national independence and the security of
their countries.

In future all progressive people in Asia, rallied close under the
banner of anti-imperialism and independence, will certainly build a
new, peaceful and prosperous Asia by keeping up their persistent fight
against all moves of the imperialists towards aggression and
intervention.
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CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE
TO THE TENTH CONGRESS
OF THE GENERAL ASSOCIATION
OF KOREAN RESIDENTS IN JAPAN

February 23, 1974

On the occasion of the Tenth Congress of the General Association
of Korean Residents in Japan (Chongryon), | should like to express, in
the name of the Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea, the
Government of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea and on my
own behalf, the warmest congratulations to Comrade Chairman and
other deputies and all the participants of the congress.

Three years have passed since the Ninth Congress of Chongryon
which set forth a very important task on establishing the ideological
system of Juche thoroughly in the movement of Koreans in Japan. This
was a period of proud struggle during which the Korean compatriots in
Japan, under the leadership of Chongryon and upholding the
revolutionary banner of our Party’s great Juche idea, have striven to
implement this idea in all spheres of their activity; it was also a
worthwhile period which has witnessed great progress in the patriotic
work for the homeland and the people.

During the period under review, all the activities of Chongryon
were dogged by subversive activities and sabotage of the enemy from
both within and without. Despite these difficulties, it set forth a correct
policy on the movement of Koreans in Japan basing itself solely on our
Party’s Juche idea without wavering in the slightest and proficiently
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mobilized the compatriots to implement it. As a result, it has added to
its honour as an organization of overseas citizens of Juche Korea and
accomplished great deeds for the country and the nation.

Regarding the establishment of the ideological system of Juche as
the key factor for the strengthening and development of the movement
of Koreans in Japan, Chongryon has firmly united all the Korean
compatriots behind our Party and the Government of the Republic with
one ideology and will and firmly built itself to become a powerful and
authoritative organization of overseas Korean citizens which does not
waver in any adversity.

As a result of the firm establishment of the ideological system of
Juche in all its organizations from the central body down to the
subchapters, Chongryon can now reliably defend the national dignity
of the 600,000 Korean compatriots in Japan and resolutely protect all
their democratic, national rights including citizenship of the
Republic.

Chongryon has powerfully mobilized the united patriotic forces of
all sections of the Korean compatriots in Japan in the struggle for the
country’s independent and peaceful reunification. It is giving positive
support and encouragement to the fight of the south Korean people
against imperialism and fascism and for democracy and plays an
important part in the nationwide cause aimed to achieve the country’s
independent and peaceful reunification.

In addition, Chongryon has exalted our Party’s Juche idea in the
international arena. It has become an authoritative organization of
overseas Korean citizens which is widely known to the world and it
enjoys the unanimous support and active encouragement of the
Japanese people and other progressive people in many countries.

As the ideological system of Juche has been firmly established in
Chongryon and its might increased as never before, during the period
under review the Korean compatriots in Japan have indeed achieved
many successes in their noble patriotic movement for the reunification
and independence of the country and the prosperity and development
of the nation and rendered great service to the country and the nation.
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The Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea and the
Government of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea highly
esteem the valuable exploits which the Korean compatriots in Japan,
out of their warm love for and intense loyalty to our Party and the
socialist motherland and displaying matchless patriotic devotion, have
performed under the leadership of Chongryon in the struggle to
advance the movement of Koreans in Japan onto a new level and attain
the prosperity and development of the country and its independent and
peaceful reunification. They regard these exploits as a great national
pride.

In the name of the Central Committee of our Party and the
Government of the Republic, | express warm thanks for this to the
officials of Chongryon and all the Korean compatriots in Japan.

The Tenth Congress of Chongryon opens at a momentous time
when a great revolutionary change is taking place in the struggle of our
people to hasten the complete victory of socialism in the northern half
of Korea and achieve the country’s independent and peaceful
reunification.

The congress will review the proud victory and successes which the
Korean compatriots in Japan have achieved in the past under the
leadership of Chongryon and upholding our Party’s Juche idea. It will
contribute greatly to further improving the work of Chongryon to meet
the requirements of the prevailing situation and mobilizing the 600,000
Korean compatriots in Japan to the nationwide struggle for the
prosperity of the nation and the independent and peaceful reunification
of the country, matching the general advance of the people in their
motherland for magnificent socialist construction.

The great Juche idea is the steadfast guiding idea which runs
through all the policies of our Party and the Government of the
Republic and the sole guiding principle of Chongryon, an organization
of overseas citizens of the Republic.

If Chongryon is to consolidate its success and win a still greater
victory in its noble patriotic cause, it must in the future, as in the past,
follow the Juche idea as its guiding principle and thoroughly
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implement it in all spheres of its activities.

I firmly believe that the Tenth Congress of Chongryon will mark a
great turning point in further developing all the patriotic work of
Chongryon for establishing our Party’s Juche idea more thoroughly in
the movement of Koreans in Japan, uniting different sections of our
compatriots in Japan more closely around our Party and the
Government of the Republic, defending their national rights and
interests and hastening the independent and peaceful reunification of
the country.

In conclusion, I sincerely wish great success in the work of the
congress which will demonstrate the united might of our compatriots
in Japan and their patriotic spirit to the whole world.
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TALK TO THE DELEGATION
OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE ALGERIAN
DEMOCRATIC AND PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC

March 2-3, 1974

On behalf of the Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of
Korea, the Government of the Republic and all the Korean people, I
warmly welcome the visit to our country by the government delegation
of the Algerian Democratic and People’s Republic headed by Your
Excellency President Houari Boumedienne, our most intimate friend,
comrade and brother.

The Korean people are delighted that you have accepted our
invitation and have come to visit our country.

You and we established the most intimate comradely relations long
ago on the same front against imperialism. Today | am extremely
happy to meet you personally, our brothers, because in the past we
supported each other and cooperated closely with each other in our
common fight against imperialism. Although we are meeting you for
the first time today, we feel as though we are seeing our old friends.

We should like to express thanks to you once again for your having
accepted our invitation and visited our country despite the long journey
of 10,000 kilometres.

Your present visit to our country not only contributes to
strengthening friendship and solidarity between the Korean and
Algerian peoples, but it also contributes a great deal to the common
struggle of peace-loving people the world over.
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You say that here in Korea everything seems strange to you. Korea
has her own taste. Amongst the Eastern countries Korea, China and
Japan have a time-honoured history and culture. Looking back upon
that history, Japan began to make progress later than Korea.

Recently an ancient tomb was excavated in Japan, which is
attracting the interest of many people. This tomb is said to be similar to
those of the Koguryo era in our country. Therefore, the on-the-spot
investigation and scientific discussions on the tomb were participated
in by our scientists as well as by those from China and south Korea.
Our scientists took with them a documentary film on the tombs of the
Koguryo era and other material. Now, it has been confirmed that the
tomb discovered in Japan has been greatly influenced by the Koguryo
culture.

Japan was the first country to carry out the bourgeois revolution in
Asia. Japan accepted capitalism by carrying out the Meiji Restoration
in the mid-19th century. When Japan was making a bourgeois
revolution, this did not happen in our country and China. Needless to
say, at that time there were some people in our country who tried to
carry out this kind of revolution. However, they could not do so
because they were repressed by the feudal ruling circles.

You have said that Korea and Algeria have a great deal in common
in their opposition to the control of big powers and in their firm
defence of their independence. It is very important to persevere in
adhering to independence. We do not allow the chauvinists to
command and pressure us, and categorically oppose them.

I should like to express my gratitude to Your Excellency President
for your detailed explanation of the valiant struggle of the Algerian
people to build a new society and of the internal and external policy
you are pursuing.

The Korean people rejoice over the victory of the Algerian people
as over their own.

Through what Your Excellency President have said, we have come
to understand the policies which you pursue, better. Your policy can be
said to be almost the same as ours, rather than being similar to it. |
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think it is very important that you hold fast to independence, and that
the essential factor in the success of your work lies precisely in this.

Taking advantage of this opportunity, | should like to express deep
thanks to you for the active support which Your Excellency President
and all of you extended to us at the Fourth Summit Conference of
Non-Aligned States held in Algeria last year and also for the great
efforts you are making at the UN and in other international arenas to
create favourable conditions for the struggle of our people for national
reunification.

Now | shall speak briefly about the situation in our country.

The general goal of our Party is to build an independent and
sovereign state in our country and furthermore construct a socialist and
communist society. If we are to achieve this goal on a nationwide scale
under the condition of a divided country, we must first attain its
independent and peaceful reunification. To this end, we have put
forward three tasks.

They are first, to accelerate socialist construction in the northern
half of Korea so as to strengthen the revolutionary base of the country
still further in the political, economic, cultural and military spheres;
second, to strengthen the revolutionary forces in south Korea by
awakening the people there politically and ideologically and uniting
them firmly; and third, to increase international solidarity with the
socialist countries and the third world countries. In other words, they
are first, to strengthen the revolutionary forces in the northern half of
Korea; second, to increase the revolutionary forces in south Korea; and
third, to maintain closer unity with the international revolutionary
forces. The most important of these three tasks is to strengthen the
northern half of Korea still more politically, economically, culturally
and militarily. The northern half of Korea is the main base for national
reunification. Therefore, today | shall talk about some problems which
arise in strengthening the revolutionary forces in the northern half of
Korea.

The most important factor in this regard is to implement the Juche
idea, our Party’s guiding idea, thoroughly in all spheres of social life.
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Our Party’s Juche idea is expressed in the principles of
independence in politics, self-sustenance in the economy and
self-defence in guarding the nation. “Let us thoroughly implement the
principles of independence in politics, self-sustenance in the economy
and self-defence in national defence!”—this is our Party’s slogan.
Basing itself on the Juche idea our Party works out its policies with
regard to politics, the economy, culture, military affairs and all other
spheres and carries them out with consistency.

Why, then, do we lay special emphasis on the Juche idea? It has
something to do with the geographical conditions of our country and
the peculiarities of its historical development.

From the geographical point of view, ours is a small country totally
surrounded by large countries. In the period of the Ri dynasty our
country fell victim to large countries, which dominated it as they
pleased. In the closing years of this dynasty the feudal ruling circles
revealed extreme flunkeyism towards three countries, that is, pro-Qing
ideas, pro-Russian ideas and pro-Japanese ideas. Because our country
was under the influence of large countries for a long time, flunkeyism
found its way into the minds of our people, too. After liberation, south
Koreans were even infected with pro-American ideas. In consequence,
flunkeyism was deeply seated in the minds of the Koreans, a belief
which belittles everything that is their own and worships foreign ideas
without discrimination.

We cannot fall a prey to flunkeyism even in our era. Unless we
categorically eliminate flunkeyism and establish Juche, we shall not be
able to build a sovereign and independent state. For this reason our
Party has put forward the Juche idea as its constant guiding idea and
places special emphasis on it.

Another reason we particularly stress the Juche idea is that this idea
has clarified the principle that the masses of the people are the master
of the revolution and construction and they have also the power to
change nature and society.

The masses of the people are the master of everything and the main
factor which decides everything. They are the master of the revolution
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and construction and are responsible for changing nature and society.
However, in the past the reactionary bureaucrats of our country did not
give preference to them as the master of society, but merely regarded
them as the object of their rule.

Since the first days after its foundation, our Party has consistently
led the revolutionary struggle and work of construction basing itself on
the Juche idea.

Since liberation our Party has carried out the revolution in several
stages so as to suit the prevailing conditions in our country, taking into
consideration its geographical conditions and the historical conditions
of its development as well as its division.

Immediately after we defeated the Japanese imperialists, we carried
out the democratic revolution in the northern half of the country. The
basic task at this stage of the revolution was to eliminate the feudal
remnants and the colonial residue of Japanese imperialism and ensure
the democratic development of the country. To this end, we carried out
the agrarian reform and confiscated all the industrial establishments,
which had formerly belonged to the colonial rulers and comprador
capitalists, and nationalized them. At the same time as carrying out
economic reforms, we introduced democratic reforms which were
geared to do away completely with the remnants of Japanese
imperialist colonial rule in all spheres of social life and fully guarantee
democratic freedom and rights to all the working people. As a result of
the successful democratic revolution, the feudal remnants and the
colonial survivals of Japanese imperialism were eliminated, the
revolutionary enthusiasm of the masses increased and wide sections of
the people could take part in the administration of the state as masters
of power.

In order to build a sovereign and independent state, we encouraged
those with physical strength to offer their strength, those with
technological knowledge to contribute their technology and those with
money to donate their money. As a result, everyone-the intellectuals
who had served in the old society and medium and small industrialists,
not to speak of the workers and peasants, took part in the building of a
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sovereign and independent state.

Following the fulfilment of the tasks of the democratic revolution,
we proceeded to carry out the tasks of the socialist revolution.
However, at that time we did not openly declare that we were carrying
on the socialist revolution. This was because we took into
consideration the fact that national capitalists and medium and small
industrialists could make some contribution to national interests. We
did not do so also because we took into account the fact that politically
unawakened people in south Korea and, in particular, national
capitalists there, might be frightened if we stated this. In short, we did
not put forward the slogan of the socialist revolution openly
immediately following the completion of the democratic revolution,
with the object of drawing the democratic forces of all classes and
social levels in the north and south into our revolution to the
maximum.

It was only in the postwar period that we put forward this slogan.

After the war the social and economic conditions in the northern
half of Korea were very difficult. Due to the three-year long Fatherland
Liberation War which was fought against the US imperialist
aggressors, our towns and villages were reduced to ashes and all
branches of the national economy were totally destroyed.

Owing to the war most medium and small industrialists and
tradesmen in the urban areas went bankrupt and were ruined. Because
of the bombings of the US imperialists, the majority of the tradesmen
and industrialists lost their economic foundations and were reduced to
the status of penniless unemployed. Even the lot of those who
remained was very difficult. Before the war there were tens of
thousands of tradesmen and industrialists in Pyongyang alone, but
after the war only very few of them remained. Not only in Pyongyang,
but in other major cities such as Hamhung and Wonsan, the situation
was the same. Now that private tradesmen and industrialists had gone
bankrupt and were ruined, there was no need for the state to help them
to revive.

Because of the war, the middle and rich peasants in the country
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areas were totally impoverished. During the agrarian reform we only
liquidated the landlords, but did not harm the rich and middle peasants.
However, during the war their status became no better than that of the
poor peasants because of the bombings of the US imperialists.

The US imperialists’ bombing attacks also destroyed all the
churches.

As we have seen, the war bankrupted and ruined almost all the
tradesmen and industrialists in the towns, totally impoverished the
middle and rich peasants in the rural areas and destroyed religion.
Therefore, it turned out that it was not our Party and the Government of
the Republic but the US imperialists who expropriated the economic
foundations of the rich peasants and tradesmen and industrialists. The
fact that the forces of the rich peasants and tradesmen and industrialists
became very weak as a result of the destruction of their economic
foundations, provided a favourable opportunity for carrying out the
socialist revolution.

In short, under the situation that prevailed in our country after the
war, the socialist revolution was posed as a matured demand which
brooked no further delay. Basing ourselves on a scientific analysis of
the situation prevailing in our country after the war, in our April 1955
theses we put forward a policy on accelerating the socialist revolution
on a full scale.

The socialist revolution in the northern half of Korea raised many
new problems which needed original solutions. We had to follow an
untrodden path and create an unprecedented line.

We can take agricultural cooperativization as an example. Another
country transformed the private peasant economy along socialist lines
only after carrying out industrialization to such an extent that farming
could be mechanized. However, this was impossible in the postwar
situation of our country when not only the poor peasants but even the
rich peasants had to be helped by the state. We had to change the
private peasant economy along socialist lines before effecting
industrialization and thus open the road for the development of
agricultural productive forces.
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We put forward the line of transforming the economic form along
socialist lines prior to technological change because we considered it
much better to work with joint efforts than to work single-handed, even
though the rural economy had been destroyed.

People in some countries sneered at us when they heard that we
were carrying out agricultural cooperativization. Until that time the
East European socialist countries had not introduced full-scale
socialist transformation of the private peasant economy. We carried
out the agricultural cooperative movement energetically in accordance
with the Party’s line without caring about what people in other
countries did. At the same time, we ensured that producers’
cooperatives and marketing cooperatives were organized with private
tradesmen and industrialists. We started agricultural cooperativization
and the socialist transformation of private traders and industrialists in
1954 and successfully completed them in a very short period of four to
five years. As a result, the economic relations in the northern half of
Korea underwent a radical change.

There were three economic sectors in our country following the
completion of the democratic revolution—they were, in other words, the
socialist economic sector consisting of the state and cooperative
economies, the small commodity economic sector involving the
private economy in the country areas and the handicraft economy in
the urban areas, and the capitalist economic sector formed of urban
capitalist trade and industry and the rural rich peasant economy. Here
the principal role was played by the socialist economic sector. And
within the soc