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o f  In fo rm a t io n  a n d  P u b lic ity ,  J o n g w e  P r in t in g  a n d  P u b lis h in g  C o ., N o . 1 4  A u s t in  

R oad , W o rk in g to n ,  H a ra re . W o r ld  C o p y r ig h t ,  C e n tra l C o m m it te e  IZ A N U  PF|.
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EDITORIAL
Angola and Mozambique

THE leaders and the people of Angola have shown remarkable qualities of discipline and determina
tion. During the war years they were brave and patriotic fighters. Once their leaders had signed the 
ceasefire aceord at Bise in Portugal on 30 May 1991 they put down their guns and started building 
the peace. Last month they held free and fair general elections peacefully and in an orderly fashion. 
The 4.5 million registered voters cast their votes in a politically calm and constructive atmosphere.

We are glad that Angolans put President Eduardo Dos Santos and his ruling party, the MPLA, back 
in power. This experienced and patriotic leader now has a mandate to reorganise his society, and to 
heal the wounds of the 15 years of war and conflict. We hope he will form a government of national 
unity that includes and incorporates the defeated party, UNITA. Such a gesture of reconciliation would 
strengthen the hand of President Dos Santos and increase the authority, of his government.

The lessons of Angola are most relevant to Mozambicans who are now embarking on a peace process 
that should also lead to elections next year. The Mozambican situation is pow desperate, and requires 
even greater discipline and determination. We hope the caesefire signed in Rome recently will be ob
served by all sides. In order to ensure observance of the ceasefire, much work has to be done, and 
at great cost, to rehabilitate those fighters who have been living on the food and materials they took 
or seized from the villagers, and also those who have not been paid. These armed men should be re
habilitated and integrated quickly.

The political situation in Mozambique has been made more difficult by the severe drought. The war 
and the famine have displaced many Mozambicans and brought starvation to many villages and dis
tricts. We are pleased that the International Red Cross and other international humanitarian organisa
tions have started sending food to certain remote parts of Mozambique. We urge the international 
community and all humanitarian organisations to increase substantially their material and financial 
aid to Mozambique. Building the peace and rehabilitating the economy of Mozambique is going to 
be an enormous and difficult task. Substantial material assistance would help to lighten the burden, 
and to prepare people for the elections.

Opponents joining Mr. Smith

The opposition parties are coming out in the open in their true colours. Even Enock Dumbujena and 
a certain Sansole have thrown away their silk gowns and cloaks of so-called objectivity, to lead the Re
form Party to be formed soon. We welcome the fact that they have at least and at last come out in the 
open with their views and their known opposition to ZANU PF.

The opposition parties that have emerged (and more are still coming) are all rightist in character. They 
want to promote and create a neo-colonial and capitalist society that will favour foreign interests at the 
expense of the indigenous people. The direction of their neo-colonial and capitalist policies will become 
clear when they issue manifestos and policy statements. We will expose these tendencies of the right and 
the colonial capitalists very fully.

It is curious that these opposition parties are being started and led by some very old, tired, and failed 
politicians. They have long run out of any new ideas. It looks as if some of our opponents are literally 
returning from their political graves. They are all men who were given responsibility at some time in 
the past and failed dismally. The most revealing feature of the character of the opposition parties today, 
is that they are working with and planning their strategy with Mr. Ian D. Smith the last Prime Minister 
of Southern Rhodesia. He is self-confessed racist and colonialist. Smith has not changed his views, but 
the Dumbujenas, Sansoles, Sitholes, Magoches, and others have merely joined him. No self-respecting 
Zimbabwean can join forces with a man whose government abused, tortured and maimed and killed 
thousands of our people in the 16 years he led the Rhodesian rebellion (UDI).
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Meet-the-people tour 
a great success

By our Correspondent

On a visit to Triangle Tannery. On the right is Cde. Eddison Zvobgo, the M inister o f  M ines

' ie  m cet-the -peop le  to u r  o f the  F irst Secre

tary, und the  President o i ZANU PF C om rade 

R.G. M ugabe, to  a ll the  prov inces has been 

a g reat success. It has re juv ina ted  the  P arty  

eve ryw he re  and silenced the  op po s ition  

press and th e ir  a rm ch a ir w rite rs . W herever 

the  P resident w e n t, he w as received b y  en 

thu s ia s tic  c row ds. He com m u n ica ted  effec

tive ly  w ith  a ll sectors and sections o f Z im 

babw ean soc ie ty  in every d is tric t.

Cde M ug ab e  saw  fo r h im se lf the  im p a c t of 

the  severe d ro u g h t on the  ru ra l po p u la tio n , 

especia lly the  shortage o f w a te r. The great 

need fo r boreho les and sm all or m e d iu m 

sized dam s w as stressed everyw here. The 

M in is try  o f Lands, A gricu ltu re  and W ater De

ve lopm ent needs to  redoub le  its  e ffo rts  of 

p rocu ring  and com m iss ion ing  a ir rigs and 

o the r d r illin g  equ ipm en t. In M a tabe le land  

N o rth  Province, Cde. M ugabe w as show n 

huge pipes being la id  from  the N yam and lovu 

acqu ife r to  the  c ity  o f B u law ayo. This was 

the  h ig h  p o in t o f a g ro w in g  w a te r p ro b le m  

to  th a t c ity .

Food D istribution

The P resident and First Secretary a lso in 

spected the  d is tr ib u t io n  o f food  in the  v a r i

ous provinces. In some areas, de livery o f food 

is s low ; in  o th e rs  the  q u a n tity  o f food  be ing 

g iven to  in d iv id u a l fam ilies  is sm all. M a n y  

c o m p la in ts  w e re  hea rd  a b o u t th e  5 

k ilog ra m m es a lloca tion  announced b y  the 

M in is try  o f Labour, Public Services and  So 

c ia l W elfare. He assured the  people th a t the

a l lo c a t io n  w i l l  be  in c re a s e d  to  15 

k ilog ram m es pe r fa m ily . Cde. M ugabe also 

saw  a nu m b e r o f deve lopm e n t p ro jec ts  in 

each province dam s, cooperatives, paddocks, 

rlm ics , schools, bo reho le -drilling , m in ing , 

w om en 's  clubs, sm all-scale industries, b rick  

m aking, tree-p lan ting , roa dw o rk , w ild life - 

m anagem en t et cetera. The lis t o f pro jects  

he saw is long and com prehensive. In each 

case he com m e n ted  upon , and suggested 

w ays o f im p rov ing , broadening, and increas

ing the  n u m be rs  o f the  pro jects , and th e ir  

sizes A ltho ug h  a lo t o l m oney is be ing a lio

.a te d  to  p io |e c ts  unde r the Public Sector In 

ves tim e n t P rogram m e, and even needed a 

b igger allocation. The President showed great 

in te res t in the  p u b lic  w o rks  p rog ram m e 

a im ed  at reduc ing  u n e m p lo ym e n t and in 

creasing the  scope fo r self-help and self- 

reliance am ong the  ru ra l folk. He announced 

hat the  food fo r w o rk  p rog ram m es are be 

mg phased o u t and be ing rep laced by pub 

lie w o rks  p rogram m es.

Grassroots Leadership

M o re  im p o rta n tly , d u rin g  the  tou r, Cde. 

M ug ab e  had the  o p p o rtu n ity  to  d iscuss the  

c u rre n t p o lit ic a l issues w ith  the  grassroo ts 

- idem of the p a rty  — the Provincial, D istricts 

and even b ranch  leaders. They enum era ted  

lo  h im  the  p rob lem s th e y  face in organ is ing  

the P arty  and m o tiv a tin g  the  people. The 

ta lks  w ere fra n k  and open and no-holds 

barred . The grassroo t leaders spoke abou t 

the  ris ing  prices o f services and goods, and 

the  ris ing  prices o f school and  ho sp ita l fees. 

They also spoke abou t the  g row ing  num bers 

ot unem p loyed  yo u th s  in the  villages and 

tow nships. They asked the Party and govern

m ent to  take steps to  ho ld d o w n  the escalat

ing prices and to  find  jobs fo r the  school 

leavers. The debate w ith  the  grassroots lead

ers w as bo th  co n s tru c tive  and ins truc tive .

ESAP and Trade Unions

The President and First Secretary is now  em 

b a rk ing  on tou rs  o f the  n ine u rban centres 

in  the coun try . In a d d ition  to  addressing the 

people and lis ten ing  to  the ir com p la in ts  and

A t  a non-holds-barred meeting w ith the local leadership at Basera Business Centre
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A t  the official opening o f  M ashonaland Central Police Headquarters with him  are the Minister 

of Public Construction and N ational Housing, Cde. Enos Chikowore (left) and the M inister 

o f  Home A ffa irs , Cde. Dumiso D abengwa
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grievances, he w ill also talk to  trade un ionists 

He is keen to  exchange views w ith  trade  un- 

'<m ists and leaders o f the  ZCTU and is keen 

to  exchange v ie w s  w ith  trade  un ions  on the  

cost of liv ing , incom es and prices.

In bo th  the  ru ra l and u rban tou r, th e  Presi

den t gave a tte n tio n  to  the ro le o f the  p riva te  

secto r in  de ve lop ing  the  co u n try . Business

m en, com m e rc ia l farm ers and m in e rs  to ld  

h im  of the  p ro b le m s o f p ro cu rrin g  fore ign 

currency, spare parts  for m achinery, and new 

orders o f im p o rts . W herever he w e n t, the  

p res ident spoke a t leng th  ab ou t the  ob jec 

tives o f the  Econom ic S truc tu ra l A d ju s tm e n t 

P rog ram m e (ESAP), and ho w  it  w il l he lp  to  

a llev ia te  th e  p rob lem s o f fo re ign  cu rre ncy  

and spare parts .

M atabe le lan d

The P resident and First S ecretary o f ZANU 

PF, Cde. R.G. M ugabe  addressed th ree  s ta r 

rallies w h ich  w ere attended b y  tho usan ds  o f 

peop le  o f a ll races in M a tebe le land  N o rth  

Province.

The province lies in region 4 and 5 and  

is an intensive cattle farming area where  

crop farm ing is m arginal. The farm ers, 

w ho have lost over 30 0 0 0  cattle  be

cause of the drought, told the President 

th a t the Cold Storage Com mission (CSC) 

was refusing to buy their cattle because 

they are very  thin. W here the  parasta- 

ta l agreed to buy the cattle, it offered  
very low prices.

In addition com m unal farm ers com 

plained th a t com m ercial farm ers in the  

province w ere refusing to let their 

livestock graze on their farm s even  

though there are large tracks of under

utilised grassy pastures.

Visiting S t P auls Mission

Cde. M ugabe to ld  the people th a t the  

governm ent had already identified farms 

for resettlem ent purpose as em powered  

under the recently passed land Acquisi

tion Act. He took personal interest in St. 

Pauls Clinic in N kayi where the num ber 

of beds have been reduced to a m ere  

23 from  6 9  w hen  the clinic w as estab
lished in 1 963  because of financial con 

straints. Am ong the projects th a t the  

President visited w ere the Kana Bridge, 

and the jotsholo Agricultural Project.

M a ta b e le la n d  South

In this province, President M ugabe also 

addressed three star rallies and visited  

construction sites of Sezibda, M tshabe- 

zi and Lum ene dam s as w ell as officiat

ing at the opening of M atabeleland Tools 

and Forging Com pany.

C om m unal farm ers in this area v irtu a l

ly depend on cattle farm ing and have  

had a trad ition  of buying all th e ir sub

sistence food as com pared to  their 

neighbours in the South.

Farmers told the President a t a rally at 

Avoca Business Centre that they had in 

the past depended on selling cattle  to  

buy food but because of the drought the 

CSC w as refusing to  buy them . It w as  

revealed that 31 816  people had applied 

for drought relief which is going to  cost 

$2,5  m illion.

In response, the President said the  

governm ent was in the process of p u t

ting up a plan to  enable people in the  

rural areas to  buy food at low er prices. 

The food will be subsidized by the M in is

try of Public Service, Labour and Social 

Services. □

M id la n d s

The President addressed five  rallies in  th is  

p rov ince , in  a d d itio n  to  v is itin g  M a n yu ch i 

da m  w h ich  w as rece n tly  b u ilt  to  ir r ig a te  a 

m u lti-m illio n  d o lla r p a lm  o il tree  p la n ta tio n .

The sou the rn  p a rt o f the  M id lan ds  P rovince 

has been h it ve ry  ha rd  by  the  d ro ug h t, es

pec ia lly  M berengw a. M a n y  ca ttle  have d ied 

as rivers and s tream s have dried up

A t a ra lly  a tten ded  b y  thousands of peop le  

a t M a n yu ch i dam , the  loca l leadersh ip  to ld  

the  President the  e n tire  m aize crop  w as a 

com p le te  w rite -o ff th is  yea r and ove r 

280 000 peop le  re lied on d ro u g h t re lie f a id 

alone. The d ro u g h t had resulted in d ry in g  up 

o f wells, and  rivers, and  people were w a lk 

ing long d istances to  get w ater. Even the  u n 

de rg round  w a te r tab le  had dropped, th e re 

fore  bore-holes th a t once had w a te r w ere 

a lso d ry in g  up.

In reply, the P resident said over 250, a ir rigs 

had been im p o rte d  to  d r ill boreholes 

th ro u g h o u t the  co u n try . He said som e rigs 

w ill be s ta tio ned  a t M w enez i to  ensure th a t 

adequate w a te r w as p ro v ide d  to  the  loca l 

com m u n ity . He a lso po in ted  ou t th a t v illage  

un its , seeds and fe rtilize r w ill be d is tr ib u te d  

am ong  co m m u n a l fa rm ers  fo r the  n e x t sea

son. In fu rth e r d isscusion, the  com m u na l 

fa rm ers th a n ke d  the G overnm ent fo r send

ing d rough t re lie f supplies, the y  also thanked  

the  P resident on the  announcem en t ab ou t 

seeds and fe rtilize rs  b u t u rged th a t th e y  

shou ld  be sen t on  tim e.

Addressing peop le  a t a reception  hosted  in 

his honour a t Senga T rain ing Centre in  Gweru 

Cde R. M ugabe expressed the hope th a t the  

lean econom ic co n d itio n s  in the c o u n try  

w o u ld  soon com e to  an end to  eriab le  en- 

vestm en t to  flo w  in.
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crowd a t a rally addressed by the President at JeuyaA  youth brigade choir entertaining a 

P rim ary School 

M a n ic a la n d

in th is  p rov ince , the  President w as greeted 

w ith  a to ta l d iffe re n t s itu a tio n  — the re  was 

to o  m uch food, in the  C h im an im an i d is tric t. 

People in  th is  d is tr ic t are in  fac t facing 

prob lem s in acqu iring  transp o rt to  fe rry  the ir 

m aize and f ru it  p ro d u c ts  to  Grain M a rke t

ing Boards and u rban  m arke ts. A lso, a host 

of canneries in  the  area are ch u rn in g  out 

thousands of fru it  p roduc ts  fo r sale. But, 

o th e r d is tr ic ts  in  M an ica land  p ro v ince  have

also been hard h it b y  the  d ro ug h t, and have 

critica l shuuages o f w a te r and food. Chipinge 

and Sabi have been severely h it  b y  the  

drought. A t th is  p o in t and in  th is  area, sever

al people com p la ined  th a t the  loca l ZANU 

(Ndonga) C ouncillo rs were d is c r im in a tin g  

against m em bers of o ther parties in  food d is 

tr ib u tio n  ZANU (Ndonga) councillo rs were a l

loca ting  d ro u g h t re lie f to  the  suppo rte rs  o f 

th e ir  p a rty  on ly . Cde. M ugabe deplo red  th is  

practise and he p rom ised  to  lo o k  in to  the  

issue.

M a sv in g o

The to u r of M asv ingo  Province was a s tu n 

n ing success as w o u ld  be expected. This is 

a one-party  s ta te  p rov ince  w ith  no oppose 

tio n  parties, except a few  d isg run tled  in 

d iv idua ls . Calls by  the  go vern m ent fo r peo 

ple in  d rought prone areas to  bu ild  sm all and 

m ed ium  size dam s w ere genera lly  ignored 

in the past in  the  p rov ince  o f M asv ingo  and 

w here  thousands o f peop le  are now  liv ing  

on d ro u g h t re lie f aid

H owever, som e co m m u n a l fa rm ers w h o  

heeded the call in  Tsakare area in B ikita have 

becom e the  en vy  o f th e ir  ne ighbours  w hen

1 sakare Irriga tion  Scheme churned ou t thou 

sands of tones o f maize.

Speaking du ring  a to u r  of the  p ro ject, Cde. 

M ugabe to ld  people w h o  had ga thered to  

w e lcom e h im  th a t the  governm ent w as g o 

ing  to  encourage the  con s tru c tio n  o f dam s 

th ro u g h o u t to  ensure th a t peop le  w o u ld  be 

able to  produce m aize fo r b o th  subsistence 

and se lling w hen there w as a surplus.

The local leadersh ip  to ld  the  President th a t 

the  lesson learn t from  the  d ro u g h t and the 

success s to ry  o f Tsakare irr ig a tio n  schem e 

had ga lvan ised the  loca l c o m m u n ity  to  em 

b a rk  on the  co n s tru c tio n  o f d am s unde r the  

Public W orks P rogram m es The pro v inc ia l 

leadersh ip  held a long  and fru it fu l m ee ting  

w ith  the  President in  o rde r to  rem ove d iffe r 

ences th a t had surfaced d u rin g  the tou r. As

D A  YSFREE S T O P O V E R
INCLUDES HOTEL ACCOMMODATION IN M A LTA  AND SO FIA

That 's right'. Stopovers in either direction! 

7 days in a fully equipped apartment 

in Malta or 2 days half board in a 

5 star hotel. FREEH

Fly the bonus airline
Discover old history, golden beaches, 

winter ski resorts and 

friendly people.

BALKAN
55 SAMORA MACHEL AVENUE HARARE: PH 729213 TELEX 4203
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usual the  ta lk a tiv e  Cde. M avh a ire  w as the  

cen tre  o f th e  m isunde rs tand ing s  th a t had 

com e to  th e  surface.

M asho n alan d  Central

A ssum p tion s  th a t com m erc ia l fa rm ers  in 

M ash on a la nd  Central, the bread b a ske t o f 

Z im babw e, cou ld  feed the ir em p loyees be 

cause o f th e ir  com p ara tive ly  b e tte r ha rvest 

were la id  to  res t w hen the P resident to u re d  

rhe p rov ince . This v ie w  resulted in  the  fa rm  

em ployees be ing  le ft ou t o f the  go ve rn m e n t 

sponsored d ro ug h t-re lie f p rogram m e. M a l

n u tr itio n  is h igh am ong  bo th  ch ild re n  and 

adu lts . No foo d  w as be ing given free o r d is 

tr ib u te d  to  fa rm  em ployees. The to u rs  o f 

Chiweshe M azoe, Concession, Guruve, and 

Rushinga d is tric ts  were highly successful. The 

P resident saw  a num ber o f de ve lopm e n t 

pro jects.

Addressing a ra lly  in  B indura, the  P resident 

prom ised the  peop le  tha t the g o ve rn m en t 

w as go ing to  revise its  pos ition  in regard  to  

d rough t re lie f policy, as it relates to  com m e r 

cia l farm  em ployees. He said sup p lem en ta ry  

feeding schemes for under fives w ou ld  be im  

ie m iy ited  to  reduce- n la ln u tr it io n  am o ng  

m lu iits .

M a s h o n a la n d  East

The d e te rm in a tio n  by  people o f Z im babw e 

to  re ta in  the  c o u n try ’s prestige as the  b read 

basket o f A frica  was echoed b y  Chief M ud- 

•im urem a o f Chihota Com m unal lands w hen ' 

he to ld  the President at a ra lly  in the  area 

tha t his peop le  w ill ensure th a t the  tillage  

un its, seeds and fe rtilise r th a t the  g o v e rn 

m en t w as d is tr ib u t in g  th ro u g h o u t the  area 

was go ing  to  be p u t to  good use.

D u ring  the  to u r, the  President had the  o p 

p o rtu n ity  to  see a one-ox-draw n p lo u g h  in 

vented by  a Non-governm ental O rgan isa tion 

to use am ong com m una l farm ers. The Presi

dent to ld  hund reds of peop le  w h o  had 

ga thered to  w e lcom e him  th a t the  im p ro v i

sa tion  w as ve ry  ap p ro p ria te  in  th a t it  had 

com e a t a tim e  w hen d ra u g h t po w e r in  the  

com m u na l lands had been deple ted by  the  

sough t. He encouraged com m una l fa rm ers 

in 0 1  tier p a rts  o f the co u n try  to  la ke  advan 

tage of th is  un iq ue  inven tion

The P resident also v is ited deve lopm ent 

pro jects  in M arondera , M rew a and M to k o

d is lnc ts .

M a s h o n a la n d  W est

This w as the  last p rov ince  v is ited  by  the  

President A p p a re n tly , th is  p rov ince  fa ired  

b e tte r tha n  m o s t of the  c o u n try ’s p rov inces  

in th a t the  n u m b e r o f d ro u g h t a p p lica n ts  is

in im .il H ow ever, the re  w ere calls fo r the  

governm ent lo  im p rove  the road sys tem  as 

ou tlined  in the  five year na tion a l deve lop  

ment p lan so lh a l fa rm -p ro d u re  can reach

Visiting patients at Bindura General Hospital. W ith him is Dr. Timothy Stamps, 
o f  H ealth and  C hild  Welfare

Inspecting a w ater pum ping engine at Kokolom beni dam

the m arkets. There w ere p a rticu la r ly  b itte r  

com p la in ts  abou t the  lack o f progress in ta r 

ring  the  M uba ira -C hegu tu  road, and the  

H u rungw e B inga Road

ii rep ly the President to ld  thousands o f peo 

pie at a ra lly  held at M ub ay ira  G row th Point 

that even though the governm ent was finan 

c ia lly  constra ined to  fu lfil its ob jectives as 

ou tlin ed  in the five-year na tion a l deve lop  

m ent plan local people could still realise the ir 

ob jec tives by  ta k in g  advan tage o f the  p u b 

lic w o rks  pro jects.

r . im n l lint ere ra ised Uj d ie  effwvl d ' 

som e d is tric ts , w ere  being favoured  w hen 

selecting you ths  fo r tra in in g  at y o u th  t ra in 

ing centres. The President’s Fund w as th u s  

being used to  p ro m o te  ce rta in  d is tr ic ts  in 

stead of equa lly  sha ring  it am ong  all the 

d is tr ic ts

The President v is ited  H om bw e G row th Point 

in M akonde  and M agun je  G row th  Point in 

H urungw e. He also v is ite d  O m ay d is tr ic t 

w h ich  is inha b ited  b y  Tonga-speaking peo 

ple. He jo ined Chief M usa m pa ka rum a  in ca r

ry in g  stones fo r dam  bu ild in g . As usual, the  

people o f O m ay com p la ine d  ab ou t w ild  

an im a ls, especia lly  e lephan ts  th a t de s tro y  

i heir crops. They requested th a t the  D epa rt

m ent of W ild  Life M anagem en t shou ld  send 

gam e scouts to  rem ove the  an im als.

Cde M ugabe also v is ite d  g roups o f m iners 

w h o  have fo rm ed coope ra tives fo r d igg ing  

chrom e on th e  Great Dyke o f M to rashanga  

He advised the m  to  im prove  the ir m ach inery 

lor m in ing  chrom e. M r. Rodney Bruks, 

M anag ing  D irec to r o f U n ion Carbide w h ich  

ow ns th is  m ine, also m et and spoke to  the  

President
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Cde. John Nkomo 
Ministry’s budget
D

uring the Budget Debate (Finance 

Bill) in Parliam ent on 15 Septem 

ber 1 992 , Cde. John Nkom o, the  

M inister of Public Services, Labour and  

Social W elfare w en t to a great extent to 

defend the 1 9 9 2 /9 3  $ 4 1 0  182 00 0  

budget for his M inistry.

The M in is try  has had an increase of 

$245  7 5 0  0 0 0  for the 1 9 9 2 /9 3  financial 

year. Cde N kom o said he believed this 

is justified because of its increased size 

and m agnitude since it now  takes in 

Labour and Social W elfare.

Cde. John Nkom o clarified concerns from  

Cde. M icah  Bhebe, M em ber of Parlia

m ent for Bubi on the rights of workers. 

The M in is ter accepted the right o f w o r

kers to engage in strikes and dem onstra

tions but he pointed out th a t this could 

bring anarchy because once the workers 

freedom  to  strike interfers w ith  some 

people’s freedom , it ceases to  be 

freedom.

Cde. Bhebe had also earlier on voiced  

concern on the distribution of drought 

relief w hich  he said was rather slow. 

Cde. N kom o said his M in is try  had a 

shortage of staff and as such the few  

m em bers cannot possibly check all the  

abuses of drought relief allegepl by Cde. 

Bhebe.

H ow ever, there is an a ttem pt to  solve 

this problem  of m anpow er shortage. 

Cde. N ko m o ’s M in istry  cam e to  some 

agreem ent w ith  the M in is try  o f Local 

Governm ent, Rural and U rban Develop

m ent w ho have an adm inistrative struc

ture a t th e  local level.

In addition, Cde. Nkom o said his M in is 

try  is hoping th a t local leadership w ill 

be assisted by M em bers of Parliam ent 

to  try  and im prove the m achinery.

The M in is ter then w en t on to  clarify the  

question of 5 kilogram m es relief food 

given to  every reciepient. He said th a t 

presently 5 million people have been  

registered for drought relief and an  

am ount of $ 7 0  million has to  be spent. 

A bit o f screening has to be done since 

the GMB could not sustain any supplies 

beyond a given figure and still be able  

to supply the  millers and the stock 

feeders.

In this case it w as necessary to  reduce 

either the intial num ber of applicants or

reduce trie quantities, rather than reduce 

the d istribution of the quantities th a t 

were m ade availab le  to us so th a t the  

little bit could go around the numbers.

This screening therefore necessitated the 

introduction of some new forms to be 

filled by those to  receive drought relief. 

W hen these form s are returned by the  

end of Septem ber, the M in istry  m ay be 

able to  establish w hether the initial 

figure rem ain a t 5 m illion.

Therefore in short, the quantity  of 5 

kilogram m es is w h a t the Governm ent 

could afford during September whilst the  

screening w en t on to  ensure th a t the  

abuse of drought relief was arrested.

Cde. M icah  Bhebe also asked M in ister 

|ohn Nkom o w h y  there is inefficiency in 

the public service. The M in ister replied  

that the m atter, was going to  be dis

cussed and addressed ’in the project 

which aim s to  see how the M in istry  

could im prove the efficiency and effec

tiveness of the adm inistration. Cde. Nko

m o said th a t steps w ould  be taken to  

ensure th a t no loss of files or in form a

tion and the system  can be com 

puterised to  im prove the efficiency of 

the civil service.

M berengw a W est M em ber of Parlia

m ent, Cde. Byron Hove asked the  

M in ister w h a t criteria was used to  

choose children to be assisted in p a y 

ing school fees. The Minister replied that 

the fam ily m ust be identified as desti

tu te fam ily. W here the parents are un a 

ble to pay, it is the duty of parents to  

go to the  school, ask the H eadm aster 

to help them  fill in the form  w hich w ill 

then be forw arded to  the departm ent of 

Social W elfare.

Cde. N kom o m ade it clear th a t alloca

tion of funds for social w elfare was not 

enough and expressed th a t the M in is 

try was therefore unable to service some 

of the people w ho were really desper

ate especially in the rural areas. For ex

am ple, the rural people are not serviced 

because there is not enough funds.

★  ★  ★

defends

The M in ister hopes th a t the M em bers  

of Parliament will do their best to ensure 

th a t the Public is educated about the as

sistance th a t is available.

Cde Ruth Chinam ano asked Cde. N ko

m o to explain w h y  the Grant for Heroes 

w as so small and w h y  it was placed un

der Social W elfare which is for social des

titutes. She added th a t the National 

Heroes dependents are already suffering.

in reply Cde. Nkom o said that it was the 

Board which decided on the rates of 

m oney to be given to the w idow and the 

children up to the age of 18. All widows  

of those who have been declared heroes 

receive the same am ount determined by 

the board from  tim e to  tim e.

M in ister N kom o added th a t his M in is 

try , through the departm ent of social 

welfare, m erely im plem ents the deci

sions of the board. W hatever is given as 

benefits in honour of the hero to the chil

dren and w ife is non-taxable. In other 

words the m onth ly payouts are not tax 

able a t the point o f ta x  assessment that 

are carried out by the M inister of 

Finance.

The am ount to  be given to National 

Heroes dependents is calculated on the  

basis of the num ber th a t are in place 

and  based on the am ount th a t are de

term ined  by the board. There w ill also 

be a small projection of other possible 

people w ho m ay die and so declared. 

Thus the D epartm ent of Social W elfare  

does not determ ine the levels of 

paym ent.

The M in is try  of Public service, Labour 

and Social W elfare also adm inisters

grants to cater for institution such as 

lairosi |irf, M a th ew  Rusike et cetera. It 

was the President w ho put this Act un 

der Cde. N kom o’s M in istry .

M em b er of Parliam ent for Luveve, Cde. 

M asuku  querried the M in ister w hether 

the governm ent was going to introduce  

relief in towns. M in ister N kom o replied  

that his M in is try  haft no such intention  

but the governm ent has decided to  pro 

vide "food m oney” for any families who  

qualify and the forms have been 

designed and they  are available at the  

M inistry’s departm ents of Social Welfare 

in various provinces. A nyw ay this is 

paid from  the Social Dimensions Fund 

and not out of the Vote.
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Bulawayo water drilling 
suspended

New President 
for United 
Church of 

Christ

T
he United Church of Christ in Z im 

babw e (UCCZ) has elected Dr. W a t

son M . M kw akw am i, 58, as its new  

president.

The elections w ere  he ld  d u rin g  an annua l 

. synod w h ich  w as held at Chikore High School 

in  Chipinge recently .

Dr. M kw a k w a m i w ill take  office  as from  1 st 

January, 1993, ta k in g  ove r fro m  Dr. Fred J. 

G om endo w h o  w ill be com p le tin g  his four- 

yea r te rm  o f office.

D u ring  an in te rv ie w  w ith  The Zimbabwe

News, the o u tg o in g  p res ident, Dr. G om endo 

said the in s ta lla tio n  and consecra tion  o f the 

new President, Dr. M kw a kw a m i, w ill be held 

in  N ovem ber, th is  year.

Water shortage has cast a shadow o f  doubt c 

pipeline could be the only long term answer

P
lans by the B ulawayo City Council 

to find a short term  solution to  its 

serious w ater crisis have hit a snag 

follow ingthe suspension of a borehole  

drilling program m e because of the short

age of funds from  the governm ent.

A sen io r C ouncil o ffic ia l said in  an in te rv ie w  

tha t the council had  exhausted funds fo r the 

d rillin g  p rog ram m e, w h ich  it  s ince suspend 

ed. A c ting  T ow n Clerk Cde. M o ffa t N d lovu  

said th a t the  Z$1 m illio n  from  g o ve rn m en t 

to  fund  the  Z$16 m illio n  p ro jec t had  run  ou t 

before the  200  d rille d  so fa r cou ld  n o t be 

even equ ipped  w ith  pum ps, 

the  con tra c to r had already been to ld  to  stop 

d rillin g  w h ile  fun d in g  w as be ing  sought. 

Council has asked the  c ity  treasurer to  look 

fo r funds to  con tinue  w ith  th is  v ita l p ro jec t," 

Cde. N d lovu  added.

He said, how ever, th a t it  w o u ld  b e  d iff ic u lt 

to  f in d  the  req u ire d  Z $15 m illio n  fro m  alter-

r  the C ity  o f  B ulaw ayo. The 47 kilometre

na tive  sources, a lth o u g h  the  cou nc il cou ld  

t ry  to finance the  p ro g ra m m e fro m  its  ow n 

revenues. "W e had to  suspended the  

p rog ram m e because there was no th in g  th a t 

w e cou ld  do  w ith o u t m oney. But he w ill re-, 

sum e as soon as funds  are fou nd ,”  he said. 

The C ity m u s t n o t die, Cde. N d lovu  said.

The Senior M in is te r o f Local G overnm ent, 

Rural and U rban Developem ent, Cde. Joseph 

M sika said p lans were being m ade to  source 

the  requ ired  fund ing .

"I have consulted the M in is try  of Finance and 

I am  m a k in g  arrangem ents to  com e to  

B u law a yo  soon,”  he said.

M eanw h ile , the  go vern m ent s till has to  al 

loacate fore ign cu rre ncy  to  enable the  co n 

tra c to r to  m anu factu re , supp ly  and in s ta ll 

steel p ipes fo r the  47 k ilom e tre  p ipe line.

Z1ANA □

Dr. M kw a kw a m i, w h o  is the  church  superin 

tenden t, C ha irm an o f Heads o f D enom ina 

tion, Pan A frican Christian Leadership Assem 

b ly  and Beira C om m ittee w ill be head ing the 

UCCZ's 6 766 conven ts  fo r the  fo u rth  tim e  

o f the  fou r-year te rm s o f office.

In his ou tgo ing  address, Dr. Gom endo ta lked  

ab ou t hum an  righ ts , p rese rva tion  o f the  en

v iro n m e n t, ass is ting the  d ro u g h t re lie f 

p rog ram m e, self-re liance p ro jects , o ffe ring  

m ission_farm s to  the  convents, and the  in 

tro d u c tio n  o f Christian ed uca tion ,in  m iss ion  

schools.

He com m ended the donors, Chipinge D istric t 

A d m in is tra to r, S ynod executive  fo r the  

coope ra tion  and sup po rtive  s p ir it  th e y  gave 

him . ‘‘I tha nk  all chairpersons o f various com 

m ittees, counc ils  and d e pa rtm e n ts  fo r the  

sup po rt th e y  gave m e d u rin g  the  la s t fou r 

years 1 have served,”  he saidf

Dr. G om endo is n o t ye t clear o f his fu tu re  

p lans. □

Dabengwa appoints records committee
T

he M in ister e f Hom e Affairs Dumi- 

so Dabengw a, recently appointed  

the Records Com m ittee of the N a 

tional Archives in Harare.

The Records Com m ittee consists of the

following m embers, Cde. Catherine Tam  

budzai Nengom asha, the D eputy Direc 

tor of N ational Archives as the Chair

m an, Dr. Kenneth M anungo, the Cheif 

Archivist of National Archives as Secre

tary, cde. Isaac Nyahunzvi, tne Director 

of Pensions Office and Cde. Josephine 

Ncube, Chief Law Officer in the M in istry  
ot Justice. Legal and P arliam entary

Affairs.

The com m ittee also invited a leading  

acad em ic  h is to ria n  and  pro-vice- 

Chancellor of the University o f Z im 

babwe, Professor Ngwabi Bhebhe to par

ticipate in its w ork.

the Records C om m ittee w as set up un

der the Provisions of Section 8(1) o f the  

National Archives Act No. 8 of 1986. The 

functions of the new com m ittee w ill be 

to m ake recom m endations to the Direc

to r of N ational Archives, M rs Angeline 

Kam ba w ith  regards to the retention or 

destruction of public records and the  

declaration  of p ro tected  h istorical 

records.
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A  t r a d i t i o n  o f  c a r i n g .
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You don’t have to w ait until you 
get to the beaches o f Kenya or 
M auritius to start your holiday. 
Because, when you fly 
A ir Zim babwe, your holiday begins 
from  the tim e you step aboard.
A ir Zim babwe’s tradition o f  caring 
means that you’ll be tru ly  pampered 
all the way, so you’ll arrive 
refreshed and in a 
holiday-ffam e-of-m ind.

D AR  ES S A L A A M

L ILO N G W E



Home News

New Army, Air Force Commanders
appointed

P
resident Robert M ugabe last A u 

gust appointed Lieutenant Gener

al M usungo Gava Zvinavashe as 

the A rm y Com m ander and Air M arshall 

Perence Shiri as Air Force C om m ander 

of the Z im babw e National A rm y and the 

Air Force of Zim babwe respectively w ith  

effect from  Septem ber 1, 1992 .

Born in 1943 , Lt. General Zvinavashe  

joined the liberation struggle in 1 963  in

Zam bia. Fie did his m ilitary  train ing in 

Tanzania in 1 968  and was then appoint

ed to the ZANLA M ilita ry  Council based 

in Zam bia. The Council was responsible 

for the planning and execution of the  

arm ed struggle in various w a r zones.

The new ly appointed A rm y Commander, 

M usungo G ava

In 1971 he w as appointed a m em ber of

the High Com m and, and in 1974  was  

appointed Deputy Chief of M ilitary  Intel

ligence and Security and operated as the 

Provincial C om m ander o f Tete Province 

in 1976. -The following year he was elect

ed a m em ber of the Central Com m ittee. 

After independence he w as a m em ber  

of the Joint High Com m and and was ap 
pointed Com m ander of Three Brigade. 

In |une this year he was promoted to the 

rank of Lt. General.

Air M arshall Shiri was born in 1955  and  

joined the liberation struggle in 1973. He 

did his training in Zam bia and Tanzania  

before he was appointed a m em ber of 

the General S taff in 1975 , becom ing  

Director of Training at M gagau  in Tan 

zania in 1976. The following year he was 

appointed Provincial Field C om m ander 

of Tete Province and a m em ber of the  

High Com m and. He did an Artillery  

Course in R om ania in 1979.

The retired A rm y Commander, Solomon 

M ujuru
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The tw o  new defence chiefs took over 

following the retirem ent o f A rm y Com 

m ander Solomon M ujuru  and Air Chief 

M arshall |osiah Tungam irayi on August 

31, 1992.

The newly appointed A ir  M arshall, 

Terence Shiri

At independence Air M arshall Shiri was  

appointed joint High Com m and Liaison 

Officer for 4  Brigade based in M asvin  

go. In 1984 he transferred to the Air 

Force and was appointed Director Gener

al Supporting Services. He was p ro m o t

ed to the rank of Chief o f Staff Support

ing Services in 1989  and. then to the  

lan k  of Air M arshall in June 1992.

Following these appointm ents, a few  

changes w ere also m ade in the Com 

m and Element of the Defence Forces

The retired A ir  C h ie f M arshall, Josiah  

Tungamirai

M ajo r General Constantine Guveya 

Chiwenga takes over as Chief of Staff 

(Genera Staff) w ith  M a jo r General Philip 

Sibanda filling the post o f Chief of Staff 

(Adm inistration and Quarterm aster). A t 

the Air Force Air M arshall Henry Muche- 

na rem ains Chief of Staff (Operations) 

w ith  A ir Vice M arshall Titus-Basutu be

ing appointed Chief o f Staff Supporting  

Services. □

Home News

Drought relief 
for Chipinge 

District
\b o u l 14 people in  each w a rd  in Chip inge 

D isnct are like ly  to  recieve d ro u g h t re lie f as

s is ta n c e  f ro m  th e  n o -g o v e rn m e n ta l 

M anicaland Developm ent Association (MDA), 

a source has said.

A cco rd in g  to  M .D.A. co m m itte e  m em ber, 

Cde. So lom on Bekapi M akaza, the  Associa- 

1 ion w as go ing  to  give a id to  needy people 

th ro u g h o u t th e  d is tr ic t. A m ongst those 

reg istered to  benefit are the aged, w idow s, 

o rphans and d isab led, in c lud in g  a one-year- 

o ld  g irl from  M vu m b e  area w h o  w as bo rn  

w ith o u t a le ft arm .
•

H ow ever, som e m em bers o f the  pu b lic  c riti- 

ised the  w a y  in w h ich  the  reg is tra tio n  o f 

de s titu tes  w as carried  o u t Cde. Samuel 

Chizengwe, a p o lyg a m is t and an M u ko m b i 

Gonho, bo th  o f Nyagadza Resettlement, said 

Cde. M akaza used nepo tism  d u rin g  the  ex 

ercise. The tw o  were le ft ou t du ring  the  regis

tra t io n  exercise.

In his defence to  the a llegations, Cde M a k a 

za said it w as im poss ib le  to  reg ister a ll the  

needy people because in each w a rd  there 

w ere m ore  tha n  the requ ired  num ber.

'I fa ir ly  ca rried  ou t the  reg is tra tio n . W ha t 

th e y  w a n te d  w as fo r th e m  to  be inc luded in 

the  reg ister, fo rg e ttin g  th a t each w a rd  has

m ore  tha n  14 de s titu tes ", he charged.

Cde M akaza how ever, said he w as n o t ye t 

aw are o f w hen  and w h a t typ e  o f a id people 

w ere go ing to  get.

I t
p a y s

to
ad ve rtise

in
Z im b a b w e

N ew s

Further probe in 
ZBC
T

he Com m ittee of Public Accounts is 

carring out further investigations  

into the adm inistration of resources 

at the Z im babw e Broadcasting Corpora

tion, the chairman of the Committe, Syd

n ey  M a lu n g a  to ld  P a r lia m e n t' in 

Septem ber.

■peaking during debate on the special 

report of the Auditor and Com ptroller 

General on the corporation, M alunga  

said a m em orandum  by the Comptroller 

based on the report as w ell as the reply  

by suspended director general, Cde. John 

Tsim ba, through his law yers had been 

subm itted to the com m ittee, which was 

tarry ing  out further investigations.

However, before Cde. M alunga could not 

divulge further details, he was told by 

the speaker that it was not the correct 

tim e for this com m ittee to  report dur

ing this particular debate, as its report 

w ould  be tabled in parliam et at the ap- 

propriate tim e.

Earlier during the debatd, C him anim ani 

M em b er of Parliam ent, Cde. M ichael 

M a tau re  had said the report had high

lighted the need to  recruit the right 

calibre of people to run Zim babw e’s pub

lic institutions and corporations.

He said m ost executive of Zim babw e's  

parastatals flouted laid dow n regula 

lions, wasted funds, misused assests 

and com pletely disregarded authority.

Cde. M a tau re  said such public institu 

tions and corporations should be run by 

m en and w om en w ho could give exem 
plary service so that public confidence 

could be restored.

Cde. Sydney M alunga

He recom m ended th a t those w ho  

betrayed the public trust placed in them  

should be rem oved from office, and the 

right w ith  the appropriate qualifications 

recruited.

in*his contribution to the sam e debate, 

M akom  East M em ber of Parliament Cde. 

Dexter Chavunduka said governm ent 

should take  action to correct the situa

tion at the ZBC.

He also said all form s of corruption by 

people in High place should be dealt

i th  s e v e re ly .

Lady Chalker visits Bikita
B rita in 's  overseas D eve lopm ent M in is te r, 

Baroness Chalker v is ited B ik ita  D is tric t Emer

gency W ate r Supply Project and a Child Sup

p lem en tary Feeding Programme at a Prim ary 

School in M a tib i on 18 Septem ber 1992.

On her to u r o f M asvingo. Lady Chalker w as 

accom pan ied  by  the  M in is te r o f S tate fo r 

Rural Resettlem ent, Dr S w ithan  M om - 

beshora, the  M asv ingo  P rov inc ia l G overnor 

Cde ]osiah H ungw e and o th e r loca l M P ’s. 

Z im babw e has so far rece ived $80  m illio n

w o rth  o f d ro u g h t re lie f from  B rita in . In |u ly  

th is  yea r B rita in  signed an ag reem ent w ith  

Z im ba bw e  to  p ro v ide  $4.57 m illio n  to  help 

B ik ita  d is tr ic t im p lem e n t an em ergency 

W ate r Supply Project.

The P roject invo lves im p ro v in g  96 ex is ting  

wells, m echan ica l re h a b ilita tio n  o f 47 w a te r 

po in ts , the  d r illin g  o f 67 new boreholes and 

the p ro v is io n  o f w a te r storage fac ilities  fo r 

21 schools. This p ro jec t is expected to  be 

com p le ted  w ith in  9  m onths.
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E
veryw here in the world, it has been 

felt w om en have been overlooked  

in m any w ays. The w orld' has un 

derestim ated the quantity  and quality  

of the w o rk  they do although their p a r

tic ipation in all stages of developm ent 
is crucial.

Throughout the world, w om en are 

regarded as inferior by their lifelong part

ners, men. The situation is m ore serious 

in the developing world, particularly Afri

ca. Nobody has bothered to  consider 

w h y  it is only w om en w ho are called 

upon to dance and sing w henever for

eign leaders are being w elcom ed at 
airports. )

Underestimated and undervalued; w o m en ’s skills remain untapped

M an  has set foot on the m oon and de

veloped highly com plex technological 

m achinery and yet he has not been able 

to treat his valued partner equally o r '  

respectfully. It is indeed sad and ironic 

that dehum anisation of w om en prevails 

during this historic epoch when develop

ment and inventions have surpassed un 

precedented margins.

These are very few societies where w om 

en are not m istreated, discrim inated  

against or suppressed by m en in one 

w ay or the other. This d iscrim ination . 

and suppression rq^nifests itself in v a r

ious societies in different w ays. Some 

w om en have been forcibly m arried to

husbands who are not of their choice in 

Zim babwe. The practice is however w an 

ing due to resistance from the youth and 

adverse publicity on it. But still some 

young girls are going into forced 
marriages.

Religious fundam entalism  has not an 

iota in this regard. In some religions, 

w om en have been com pelled to abide  

by certain m aral and social values. M os

lem  w om en have to  veil th e ir  heads for

life and certain religions young grievous 

circum cision rituals th a t m ay  lead to 

serious perm anent- injury or death. 

Young fem ale m em bers of the Apostol

ic faith sect are forbidden from  going to  

school because of a pet belief th a t the 

Lord is the beginning of wisdom .

W om en in industrialised countries also 

receive a raw  deal from  their m ale coun

terparts. Stastistically, very few  wom en  

have taken up politics, joined the arm y, 

judiciary, space program m es and ad 

m inistrative roles. It is not because they  

are not qualified but because it is m ade  

difficult for them  to  fight their w a y  to  

m ale  dom inated fields.

W om en  throughout the w orld  are ex

pected to be custodians of trad itional 

cultures given their p rim ary  role as edu

cators. H ow ever noble this role m ay be, 

aspects of cultures th a t underm ine, dis

crim inate, suppress and degrade w o m 

en’s physical, psychological and po liti

cal developm ent m ust be elim inated. To 

achieve this goal, both  m en and w o m 

en m ust be educated and  mobilised.
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Women, especially those in the rural areas, are at the forefront o f  the provision o f  fo o d  fo r  
the fam ilies

Literacy classes for both sexes would go 

a along w a y  to enhance the ir m entality  

w ith  regard to subjects o f equality. The 

m ain reason put forw ard  by m en for 

continuously subjugating w om en is that 

the fa irer sex is physically inferior to

Women

Women underestimated in 
development
B y Victor Chivanga

Home News

them , th is  kind of m entality is very dan 

gerous to  entertain. This school of 

thought has disturbed w om en in thei{ 

endeavour to  fight the w ar of equal 

rights and they  cannot m easure up to 

societal expectations due to the inferi

o rity  com plex.

Hum an development has prim arily been 

a product of thought and not physique  

Hence if the thinking th a t the inferioi 

has to be dom inated by the physically  

stronger is upheld, then w e w ill be a l

low ing the law  of the jungle of survival 

of the fittest to prevail. By so doing w e  

w ould  have dow ngraded ourselves to 

the same level as anim als.

Statistics show that w om en constitute  

m ore than half of the w orld ’s population  

hence their underestim ations, suppres

sion and discrim ination m eans hum an  

developm ent never caters for all. Histo 

ry  has it th a t developm ent has been 

lim ping because hum an resources have 

not been utilised to  their clim ax. If hu 

m an resources had been fully utilised, 

w e w ould  be having m any m ore w o m 

en doctors, scientists, pilots, politicians, 

judges, arm y generals and com pany  

m anagers.

This discussion cannot be com plete  

w ithout m entioning w om en and the en 

v ironm ent in Africa. The m ajority  of

70% o f  women in Zim babw e live in the rural 

areas

w om en live in the rural areas. They till 

the land a t both subsistence and com 

m ercial level. They use firewood to pre

pare m eals for their fam ilies, they  draw  

w a te r from  distant wells for household  

use and to  w ater their livestock. Their 

day-to-day lives depend on the exploi

ta t io n  and  u tilis a tio n  o f n a tu ra l

resources of w hich any degradation of 

the environm ent w ill worsen their bur

den and entail hardships from them  and 

their families w hile  the m an is aw ay.

Culturally, Z im babw ean w om en have  

been associated w ith  the hom e in rural 

areas while m en w ork  in tow ns, farm s  

and mines. This m eans w om en have to 

be overburdened w ith  additional respon

sibilities. They have to supply the labour 

as well as m angerial skills needed to pro

vide their families w ith  the basic neces

sities of life. W om en then suffer as a 

result of environm ental degradation, 

which further marginalises them .

A b o u t 75 pe rcen t o f the  a g r icu ltu ra l la bo u r 

in  Z im babw e is done b y  w om en. They herd 

cattle , goa ts and sheep, a tten d  to  harvests 

and do  all the  gardening. A fte r a ll th is  one 

w o u ld  expect a w o m a n  to  have a say in the 

affa irs o f the  home. U n fo rtu n a te ly  though , 

she has to  w a it fo r the  husband  to  m ake all 

the  decis ions. P aradoxica lly , som e w om en 

in Z im babw e have in a w a y  endorsed sta te  

o f affairs and unconsciously pe rpe tuate it by  

consen ting  to  th is  tra d itio n a l postu re .

tie question  a lw ays lingers in  m ind : should  

w om en fig h t th is  ba ttle  alone o r shou ld  m en 

w ake up  to  reason and he lp libe ra te  th e ir  

co u n te rp a rts  fo r the  good of the  cou n try?  Is 

i t  n o t necessary to  have a m in is try  o f w om -

fm l i  Yfl
fid

I 1

Scm V,

Independence has seen the emergence in previously predominantly-male domains: Z U P C O  women drivers are congratulated after graduation
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en ’s a ffa irs  and o th e r de pa rtm e n ts  and o r 

gan isa tions exc lus ive ly  for men? A rgum en ts  

ove r the above questions have y ie lded d iffe r

ent answers w ith  the m ore  progressive m en 

acknow ledging th a t w om en are generally o p 

pressed and m u s t be trea ted  e q u a lly  w ith  

the ir m ale counterparts . They do  n o t believe 

th a t the  ba ttle  shou ld  be fo u g h t b y  w om en 

alone.

The b a ttle  shou ld  be fo u g h t a longside  m en

because if  w om en take  it th e ir ow n w a y  th e y  

risk being labe lled fem in is ts  and lose m e n ’s 

sym pa th y .

Absolute em ancipation of w om en is no t p rac 

ticab le . If the w h o le  exercise is to  be 

safeguarded fro m  losing d irec tion , d iv is io n  

o f la b o u r m u s t be considered. Failure to  do

> w ill resu lt in p rinc ip les  advoca ted  fo r by  

w om en 's  o rgan isa tions w o u ld  be obscure  

ana im practicab le .

On a conclusive note, i w o u ld  like  to  say th a t 

a g r icu ltu ra l and ru ra l land 'use  have a lw ays  

been rooted in cu ltu re  and trad ition . Because 

o f th is , the  role o f w o m en  has a lw a ys  been

■ken for granted Development should be directed to free our women from  the rigour o f  food  provision
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Environment
— center of focus

"E n v iron m en t" has becom e a household  

them e in the  90s. A t the  book-fare  he ld in 

H arare in A ugust the  m a in  focus w as on the 

e n v iro n m e n t so w as the  annua l m em bers ' 

con ference b y  the  W om en 's  A c tio n  Group, 

th o u g h  th e  w o rd  c a rr ie d  a d iffe re n t 

conno ta tions.

A t the  recent con ference he ld a t the  U n ive r

s ity  o f Z im babw e fro m  the  11 th  to  the  13 th  

o f S eptem ber the  w o m e n ’s m a in  concern 

w as the legal and health  en v ironm en t w h ich  

the  g roup fe lt i t  w as no t m ade good enough, 

w o m e n ’s p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the  deve lopm e n t 

o f the  na tio n  w o u ld  be h indered.

The D irec to r o f WAG Cde. Sellina M um ben- 

gegw i to ld  the  p a rtic ip a n ts  th a t it  w as up  to  

the  w om en to  im p rove  th e ir  e n v iron m en t. 

" I f  o u r legal and  hea lth  e n v iro n m e n t is no t 

good enough to  susta in and courage and the 

de ve lopm e n t o f w o m en  then  it  is up  to  u s  

as w o m e n  to  im p ro ve  th is  e n v iro n m e n t.”

WAG w as fo rm ed  against a backg ro und  

w hereby a lo t o f exp lo ita tion  and oppression 

were being experienced by w om en in  certa in 

sects o f the  socie ty  in  the ea rly  80s. W o m 

en w ere  be ing rounded  up b y  the  po lice  as 

p ro s titu tes  w hen  in actual fact som e o f the m  

knew  n o th in g  ab ou t the  trade . These w ere 

in no cen t v ic tim s . A lso a t the  tim e  o f the  fo r 

m a tion  o f the group baby dum p ing  was ra m 

pa n t, especia lly  in  the  c o u n try ’s h igh  dens i

ty  suburbs. The w om en fe lt th a t du m p in g  of 

babies needed a m uch deeper u n d e rs ta n d 

ing  on the  p a rt o f those w h o  to o k  p a rt in  

these evil act b y  society in  general. R ight now  

a legal approach  is be ing discussed reg a rd 

ing ho w  such cases shou ld  be de a lt w ith .

However, Cde. M um bengegw i w en t on to  say 

d u rin g  th e  conference the  lega l approach 

alone w a s  n o t enough. WAG has taken  it  

upon itse lf to  exp la in , in fo rm  and educate 

w o m e n  on  the  new  law s th a t have  been 

passed as a resu lt o f th e ir  pressure. Issues 

under d iscussion at the conference w ere the 

Legal Age o f M a jo rity  Act, w h ich  m ade w o m 

en, w h o  in  A frica  law  and cu s to m  w ere a l

w a ys  cons idered  as m inors , m a jo rs  and 

the re fo re  equa l to  th e ir  m ale  cou n te rp a rts , 

the Infan tic ide law, w h ich  takes in to  consider

a tio n  th e  ha rsh  en v iro n m e n t w h ic h  a w o m 

an goes th ro u g h  w hen  p re gn an t and faced 

w ith  rejection b y  the  fam ily, w h ich  m ay  drive 

her in to  abandon ing  her baby . The In 

he ritance  la w  has been a lte red s ligh tly , the 

Labo u r Relations A ct has been changed to  

m ake  the  w o rk in g  e n v iro n m e n t fo r w om en 

m ore  com fo rtab le .

Addressing pa rtic ipan ts  at the conference on 

the health issue Cde. M um bengegw i said The 

H ealth In fo rm a tion  P rogram m e has com pet

ed a survey on the  needs of w o m en  p e rta in 

ing  issues to  th e ir  health . “ W e are in the 

process o f com p iling  and tes tin g  the  b o o k 

le ts w h ich  are a series ca lled “ G etting to  

k n o w  y o u r bod ies.”  The books w ill be p u b 

lished in Shona, Ndebele and eng lish ,”  she 

said.

There w as also d iscussions like  cancer, sex 

ua lly  tra n sm itte d  diseases inc lud ing  AIDS at 

the  conference.

WAG com m unica tes  its  messages in ru ra l as

w e ll as u rban areas inorder to  reach all w o m 

en in the  cou n try . Cde. M um b en geg w i said 

the response in all cases th a t th e y  v is it has 

been good. This was evidenced by the recent- 

sem inar w h ich  had a m uch  b igger ga ther 

ing tha n  those  w h o  a tten ded  last yea r's  an 

nual conference. Surveys b y  the  g ro up  have 

show n th a t m o re  w o m en  are n o w  reading 

“ Speak O u t" magazine, WAG’s quarte rly  p u b 

lica tion . The ed ito ria l de p a rtm e n t o f the  

m agazine is pleased w ith  the response to  the 

stories th a t they publish. A lot o f w om en are 

now  com ing fo rw ard  seeking help from  WAG.

It w as in te res tin g  to  no te  at th is  ye a r’s co n 

ference m en w ere p a rtic ip a tin g  also. P revi

ou s ly  m en w ere n o t a com m o n  fea tu re  at 

these conferences because the y  w ou ld  

dom ina te  at these m eetings w h ich  were sup 

posed to  be fo r w om en.

Residents swarm 
boarding school
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IS YOUR
BANK’S SIGNING POWER 
BOUND AND SHACKLED?

If  yo u r bank has to  w a it fo r  decisions fro m  an 

overseas parent, yo u r bank manager’s o ffice  will be no 

m ore than a frustrating waiting ro o m . A nd yo u r business 

could be dying a slow death outside while yo u r request is 

“ on-hold” .

But th e re  is one bank in Z im babw e th a t makes all its 

decisions in Z im babw e. Z im bank.

The reason: Zimbank is a wholly-owned Zimbabwean 

hank. You’ll find all your decision-makers live and work right 

here. That means we, at Zimbank, have an intimate 

knowledge of the market and the environment.

T h a t’s im portan t to  you.

Because, in business, tim e  is m oney. A nd a w aste o f  tim e  is 

a waste o f  m oney.

A t  Z im bank th ere 's  a tim e  and a place fo r  every  

decision. T he  tim e is n ow  and the place is here.

C o m e  in and ta lk  to  us a t Z im bank. I t ’s your bank.
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U nified effort needed  
to counter recession

International

T
he m a jo r industria l countries  

should m ake a unified effort to  

counter the  recession and over 

come the impasse in trade negotiations, 

Pakistan's Finance M in ister told a C om 

m onw ealth  Finance M in is ter’s m eeting  

on Septem ber 17.

"There is need for bold and concerted  

action", Finance Minister Sartaj Azia told  

the representatives of 46  com m on

w ealth  nations on the concluding day  

of their m eeting. “ I hope th a t the com 

m onwealth Forum will send out a strong 

signal in this regard to the annual m eet

ings of the W orld  Bank and the In tern a 
tional M o n eta ry  Fund.”

New  Zealand ’s Finance M inister, Ruth  

Richardson, w ho  chaired the tw o-day  

m eeting told a press conference th a t 

there w as “som e very straight ta lk in g ” 

on the Trade issue.

She noted th a t the final com m unique is
sued on Septem ber 17 stressed th a t 

“M inisters expressed grave concern 

about the delays in achieving a success

ful conclusion of the Uruguay round” of 

Trade talks under the general agreement 

on tariffs and Trade.

The U ruguay round is being held up by 

a dispute between the United States and  

the European C om m unity on the sub

sidizing of Agricultural exports. Subsi

dies h ave  in jured  C om m o n w ea lth  

Agricultural exporters such as Australia.

Cde. Bernard Chidzero, Finance M inister 

of Z im babw e, stressed th a t “current 

trends tow ards Regional Economic and  

Trade Blocks should not be used as 

Trade Shields against non-m em befs but 

rather operated within a fram ew ork con

sistent w ith  GATT rules and the virtues  

of open Trade.”

Richardson emphasised th a t turm oil on 

world m onetary exchange m arkets in re

cent days underlines how im po rtan t it 

is to have sound financial m anagem ent 

in place. “We w ant economics w ith  a hu

m an face,” she said.

Cheif Em eka A nyaoku of Nigeria, the  

C om m onw ealth  Secretary General, said 

the m eeting resulted in an increase of 

70 6  0 0 0  pounds in pledges to  the  Com 

m onw ealth  Fund for Technical Cooper

ation, to a to ta l of 23 m illion pounds.

The m ain them  of the m eeting was the  

role of private  investm ent in the  de

velopm ent process, and the final com 

munique stressed “The positive role that 

foreign investm ent can p lay  in this 

regard.”

The M inisters agreed th a t it is “critical

ly im portant to put in place dom estic  

policies w hich encourage investm ent”, 

and noted th a t a large num ber o f m em 

ber countries have undertaken structur

al ad justm ent and m arket-oriented re
form measures.

W
ashington — The In ternational 

M o n etary  Fund suddenly finds 

itself facing the biggest w orld  

currency crisis in tw o  decades.

At the m om ent, IM F  officals are insist

ing th a t the tu rm oil involving European  

currencies is tem porary and w ill be 

resolved fairly quickly w ithou t any lon- 

glasting adverse effects on the w orld  

econom y.

Some US experts are not as sanguine,

ii i a gloom y appraisal of the global eco

nomic scene, however, the meeting con

cluded that “The W orld continues to face 

susbstantial econom ic difficulties and  

there is little change of an early strong 

recovery.”

The com m unique noted that an increase 

in funds for the IM F is still pending, “For 

which US congressional approval is still 

outstanding” . The M inisters agreed to 

hold the annual com m onwealth Finance 

M inisters’ m eeting in the Baham as next 
year. □

contending th a t regardless of how  the  

E u rop ean  s itu a tio n  e v e n tu a lly  is 

resolved, the  IM F  is being too optim is 
tic about prospects for w orld  grow th.

IM F m anaging director M r. M ichael 

Camdessus was expected to  address 

these issues along w ith  the critical eco

nomic problems facing the form er Soviet 

U nion  a t a new s conference  in  

September.

The IM F  has the reponsibility of helping

M anaging Director o f  the I M F , M ichael Camdessus (right) escorts M r K onstantin  

K agalovskiy, P\enipolentiarv Representative o f  the R ussian  Government

IM F  fac ing  
currency crisis
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rescue economies in trouble. It lends out 

resources supplied by its m em ber coun

tries to nations th a t are struggling w ith  

runaw ay inflation or. sharp currency 

devaluations.

In return for the loans, the IM F  usually  

prescribes though economic reform  

measures such as elim inating govern 

m ent deficits.

M r. Camdessus' rem arks came in ad 

vance of the annual m eeting of the  

169-Nation IM F and its sister lending or

ganisation, The W orld  Bank, and a 

gatheirng in Septem ber of top finance 

officials from the W orld ’s seven richest 

countries - -  The United States, japan, 

Germ any. Britain, France. Canada and 

Ita ly.

In addition to  the w eak  global and the  

soviet problem s, finance officials now

find them selves searching for w ays to 

calm turm oil in world currency markets, 

which have been on a roller-coster ride 

in recent days.

Britain, Ita ly and Sweden have found 

themselves forced to take extraordinary

m easures to  defend their currencies 

hile Germ any has been criticised for 

doing too little to m oderate the strength 

of the German M ark.

Some experts said the strains in the Eu

ropean M onetary System, set up to keep 

European currencies closely align, were  

sim ilar to the strains th a t eventually  

ended the fixed exchange rate  system  

that had governed w orld  currencies for 

a quarter-century after W orld W ar Two

It was abandoned in favour of a current 

free-floating system for currencies two  

decades ago.

Chief IM F  economist M r. M ichael M usa  

sa id  he believed vo la tility  for European 

currencies should prove to be short-lived 

and was being caused in  part by the un

certa in ty  surrounding a referendum  in 

France over a proposal to link the 

12-nation European com m unity  into a. 

tighter economic and political union.

But M r C. Fred Bergsten, head of the In

stitute for In ternational economics, a 

Washington think-tank, said he believed 

the European m onetary problem s could

have a spill-over effect and drag down  

overall w orld  economic grow th  as vari

ous European countries are forced to 

boost interest rates to keep their curren

t's from  weakening

The IM F has released an updated world  

economic forecast in which it projected  

th a t global output, which slowed to a 

barely perceptible 0.1 percent rate of 

grow th in 1991, w ould  rebound to a 

grow th of 1.1 percent this year and 3.1 

percent in 1993.

They are living in a fantasy land w ith  

a forecast for world grow th over 3 per

cent,” M r. Bergsten said. He said that 

the hangover of troubles from the 1980s 

such as inflated real estate values and 

heavy debt burdens w ould  act to 

depress grow th for some tim e to  come.

The IM F continued to  forecast bleak 

tim es for the form er Soviet Union, 

predicting that to ta l output, w hich fell 

by 9 percent in 1991, w ill drop by 

another 18.2  percent this year and 6.5  

percent in 1993. □

Somali town succum bs 
to famine and war

Som ali W arlod M oham ed F arah A ideed. 

H is clan has taken control o f  most o f  

M ogadishu

From every dark, paneless w indow , 

from  every doorw ay, down every  

street in the tow n, the skeletal, rag- 

draped people stare as the w ander 

starving am ong the rubble. In the space

of a m onth, Baidoa has gone from  a 

recognisable tow n h it by fam ine, to be

ing a cam p w here dead bodies are as

m uch a part of the rubble as the homes 

desi toyed by civil war.

The streets are silent. Children whose 

age and sex are im possible to identify  

drift around, too w eak  to beg or react 

to anything. Upon the fire-charred bricks 

of a ruined building the dead body of 
a young m an lies spreadeagled. On the  

m ain road to the hospital an old m an  

lies dead clutching a w alking  stick. Be

side him  lies another old m an. He is 

dead too.

A hand reaches out from  beneath a 

colourful shawl, just a hand held out for 

w hatever m ight be placed in it by 

whoever is passing. But the people w ho  

are passing are dying too.

A fee weeks ago there were some 

healthy looking people in Baidoa, which  

lies 140  miles north-east of Mogadishu. 

The contrast then betw een the living 

and the dying was stark, and showed  

the aw ful injustice of a fam ine whcih al

warfare in Somalia

lowed some children to play in the 

streets w ith  toy guns m ade of wood or 

m etal, w hile beside them  refugees from  

the villages lay in the sand dying.
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British Gas in huge Kazakhstan 
gas/oil deal

B
ritish Gas and Agip, the Italian  

State oil com pany, have been 

chosen by the Kazakhstan Gover 

m ent to jointly develop the w o rld ’s la r

gest oil and gas fields.

Under an agreem ent just signed, the  

Anglo-Italian partnership w ill negotiate  

exclusively to buy the reserves of the  

K arachaganak Field in n o rth -w est 

Kazakhstan. These talks are expected to 

lead a full agreem ent in a year’s tim e.

The initial financial com m itm ent by Brit

ish Gas is around US$20 million but this 

could rise to m ore than 3 ,0 0 0  million US 

dollars over the ten years following fi-

But now  the children have stopped their 

games. Few faces are w ithou t m arks of 

hunger and exhaution. The faces of peo

ple too w eak to continue stare from  ev

ery direction as you pass. In the shadow  

of a w all at the Bi Projects cam p, a baby 

lies curled up peacefully on a sheet. Its 

m other is preparing to bury it. Flies 

hover a 30-year-old m an lying nearby, 
dead less than an hour. In this cam p 70  

people are dying everyday. In Baidoa, 

its norm al population of 30  0 0 0  swelled 

to at least, 60  000  by displaced people 

from  surrounding vilalges, there are 

about 5 0 0  deaths a day.

The tw o  US air force transports  which  

recently began an em ergency airlift of 

food into Baidoa w ere greeted at the 

to w n ’s airfield by local politicians, their 

accom panying gunm en and a handful 

of dem onstrators carrying signs in En

glish and Arabic saying, "Foreign Arm  

No, Food Yes’’. Abdi W arsarm e Isak, 

whose som ali National M o vem en t is 

aligned w ith  one of the country's m ain  

warloads, General M o h am m ed  Farrah 

Aidid,w elcom ed the US airlift but said 

that his fighters should be left to arrange 

security for relief food, not the 3 00 0  

United Nations troops proposed to pro

tect the aid shipments.

Under its $1 0  million em ergency opera

nal agreement. This will, however, be off

set by revenue from increased produc
tion levels.

The Karachaganak Field is expected to  

yield m ore than 5 6 6 ,0 0 0  m illion cubic 

m etres of gas —  equivalent to  B ritain ’s 

to ta l needs for m ore than a decade. It 

is four times the size of the largest gas 

field in the UK. Additionally, the  field 

probably holds m ore than 2 ,0 0 0  million  

barrels of oil and condensate, equivalent 

to  the size of the North Sea Forties oil 
field.

Karachaganak, discovered in 1 9 7 9  and

tion in Som alia, the US has so far airlift 

ed 3 0 0  tonnes of food into the country  

and sent 1 6 0 0  tonnes to Som ali refu

gees in northen Kenya. Since August 28, 

there have been 31 US relief flights into  

Som alia. A nother 145 0 0 0  tonnes o f US 

food is to  be sent only after th e  begin
ning of the US financial year in October. 

The US hands over its food to the  relief 

agencies operating in Baidoa —  consi

dered the m ost insecure tow n so far 

reached by the airlift operation  —  and  

relies on gunm en hired by the agencies 

to  ensure that the food is not stolen and 

sold. W hile m ore food has arrived in 

Baidoa in the past m onth due m ain ly  to 

airlifts by the United Nations Children  

Fund, the delivery of extra food has coin

cided w ith  the arrival of hundreds m ore  

refugees in the town.
I

The UN special envoy to Som alia, M o 

ham m ed Sahnoun, said recently th a t the 

Somali crisis was “m uch worse than  we  

had previously thought". As relief agen

cies visit m ore villages, they  are finding  

people w ho have died in their houses or 

are w aiting  to  die, too w eak  to  trave l to 

w here food is now being delivered. Ev 

ery tim e the scale o f the crisis is as

sessed and m ore food arrives, th e  need  

becomes greater and the desperation  

grows worse. [ |

u lieady partially  developed, is current

ly operated by Karachaganak GazProm. 

Present output is around 12.7 million cu- 

oic m etres of gas per day and 8 5 ,0 0 0  

barrels o f liquids a day. But this is a far 

low er level o f production th an  w ill be 

achieved in future w ith  investm ent from  

BG and Agip, and use of the latest 

technology.

BG and Agip plan to  base the  filed’s 

furhter developm ent on Paxtial Gas 

Recycling w here up to around one th ird  

of the  gas is injected back into the field 

to boost liq iud production. Two thirds  

of the o u tp u t can be exported to  earn  

early revenue.

British Gas’s share of Karachganak coula 

approxim ate ly  double the co m pany’s 

existing reserves of oil and gas. It is the  

lagest gas field and second largest oil 

field in Kazakhstan, and could have a 

productive life o f more than  7 0  years.

Karachaganak is located just over the  

border from  the super-giant Orenburg  

gas field in Russia. Orenburg is now  in 

decline and Karachaganak currently u ti

lises the Orenburg field processing facil

ities, including the Soyuz gas export 

pipeline. This pipeline was bu ilt to  

deliver gas from  Orenburg the Europe

an m arket. A t present, Karachaganak li

quids are sent to local refineries.

Kazakhstan occupies more than  2.5 m il

lion square kilom etres in the  south  

eastern corner of the  form er Soviet U n
ion, w ith  a population of around  

15 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 . This land-locked country is 

bordered by China, Kirgizia, Uzbekistan, 

Turkm enistan, the Caspian Sea and Rus

sia. It has large oil reserves and  

produced 25  m illion tonnes of oil in 

1990.

Kazakhstan w ants to use its indigenous 

resources to  k ick-start the econom y, 

providing direct social, technical, infras

tructure and environem ental benefits to 

its population. B G /A gip  has offered to  

m anage a range of projects to  help 

Kazakhstan achieve these goals. Oil 

refineries, petrochemical works, rail and  

road developm ents, training, w ater sup

ply, agricu ltural and medical im prove  

m ents are am ongst the activites to  be 

discussed. (LPS) □

Somali town succumbs to famine 
and war continued from previous page
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Update on 
Angolan elections

B y  Our Correspondent

O
n the  M a y  1 st square a t D eodinda 

R odriquez Street in  Luanda, the  Cap 

ita l c ity  o f Angola, a flam e burns. This 

flam e is an expression o f the  desire fo r peace 

b y  the  people o f A ngola after 30 years of w a r 

and des tab ilisa tion . The flam e bu rn in g  on a 

street nam ed after one o f the  firs t female free

do m  figh ters to  d ie in  the  strugg le  fo r na tion 

al independence aga inst the  Portuguese 

co lon ia lism , sym bo lizes the desire fo r peace 

and dem ocracy b y  the  w o rk in g  peoples o f 

Angola . This flam e o f peace w as li t  b y  Presi

den t lose Eduardo do  Santos after the Bicesse 

A ccords betw een th e  governm ent o f the  ru l

in g  People’s M ove m en t fo r The L ibera tion o f 

A ng o la  (MPLA) the  p a r ty  and  guerilla  p o lit i

cal organisation called N ationa l Union for the 

T o ta l Independence o f A ngo la  (UN1TA). UN1- 

TA, w ith  the  m ilita ry  and financ ia l sup po rt 

o f the  U n ited sta tes and  S outh A frica, had 

been fig h tin g  aga ins t the  go vern m ent since 

1975.

The tre a ty  fo r peace signed in  Lisbon in M ay  

1991 la id  the  basis fo r a ceasefire be tw een 

the  go ve rn m en t and  UN1TA; the  u n ifica tion  

o f the  tw o  arm ed forces, (FAPLA of the  MPLA 

and FALA o f UNITA; the  con finem ent o f 

troops to  assem bly areas; the  dem obiliza tion 

o f the  o th e r a rm ed elem ents, and the  fo rm a 

t io n  o f a jo in t V e rifica tio n  and M o n ito r in g  

C om m ission to  m o n ito r  ceasefire im p lem e n 

ta tio n . Under th e  U n ited  N a tions Security 

C ouncil R esolu tion 698  o f M a y  1991 there 

w as the  estab lishm en t o f the  U nited N ations 

A ngo la  V e rifica tio n  M iss ion  (UNAVEM) w ith  

th e  m anda te  to  m o n ito r  and  ve rify  the  im 

p lem en ta tion  o f th e  Accord. The m anda te  o f 

th e  UN also in c luded  the  observa tion  and 

ve rifica tio n  o f th e  e lec to ra l process, along 

w ith  the  m o n ito r in g  o f the  reg is tra tio n  

process fo r the  free and  fa ir e lections w h ich  

w ere he ld on Septem ber 29  and 30, 1992.

M PLA  an d  D em ocratisation

In  1991 the  ru lin g  p a r ty  la id  the  legal basis 

fo r A ngo la  to  becom e a m u ltip a r ty  soc ie ty  

and  to  end the  lead ing  ro le o f the  MPLA. A t 

the  T h ird  P arty  Congress o f the  M PLA the  

con s titu tion  o f the  p a rty  w as am ended to  a l

lo w  op po s ition  p a rties  to  organize, to  a llow  

fo r o the r fo rm s o f associa tion, fo r press free

d o m  and fo r th e  process o f the  lega lisa tion  

o f p o lit ic a l pa rties. Subsequent lega l in s tru 

m en ts  fo rm a lly  guaran teed  freedom  o f e x 

pression, the  opening u p  o f p riva te  news i 

d ia w ith  co n s titu tio n a l changes lead ing u lt i 

m a te ly  to  the ad o p tio n  o f a new  co n s titu 

tio n  fo r Angola. D espite these legal changes 

the  tra d itio n s  o f 500  years o f Portuguese 

co lon ia lism  along w ith  the  legacies of 

a u th o rita ria n ism  and an ti dem ocra tic  form s 

o f p o lit ic a l a rb itra tio n  s t ill do m ina te  the 

socie ty .
The es tab lishm en t o f ove r 18 p o litica l p a r

ties financed to  the  tun e  o f US$1.5 b iiiion  by  

the  governm ent, and  w ith  a num ber o f 

presidentia l candidates vy ing  fo r the position 

o f the  head o f state, the  p o lit ic s  o f Angola  

w as po ised to  en te r a new  era. The conse

quences o f the  backw ardness o f Portugal as 

a co lon ia l a u th o rity  do m ina te  the  society es

pecia lly at the level o f the in te llectua l culture. 

A frican languages and cu ltu res are repressed 

b y  leaders w h o  a t the  same tim e  invoke ca l

cu la tio ns  o f e th n ic  and reg iona l div isons. 

W ith  th is  legacy o f reg ional d iffe ren tia tion  as 

the  basis o f class se lection the  e lections in 

A ngo la  tu rn e d  on the  d iscussion  o f e thn ic  

ba lanc ing  and w h ic h  e thn ic  g roup  cons ti

tu te s  the  m a jo rity .

D u ring  the  e lection cam p a ig n  the  clear w in 

ners in  the  sho rt run  w ere  th e  in te rna tiona l 

vu ltu re s  w h o  fed the  cu rrency  trade  and 

pa ra lle l com m erc ia l tran sa c tio n s  called the 

“ b la ck  m a rke t" . This m a rke t, con tro lle d  by  

w h ite  expatria tes, co m m e rc ia l agents, and 

d ia m o n d  sm ugglers shou ld  be in  rea lity  

ca lled the w h ite  m a rke t. These m arketeers 

in  a lliance w ith  a c o rru p t and  ineffic ient 

bureaucracy reinforce the  deva lua tion  o f the 

w o r th  o f the  la b o u r po w e r o f the  A ngolan 

peoples. For a sh o rt p e rio d  in  January 1992 

th e  w o rke rs  across A ngo la  de fied the  e thn ic

labe l and  dem anded b e tte r w ages and lo w 

er food  prices in all regions.

The d ipe rsa l o f the pe a sa n try  b y  bom bs, 

m ines and crossfire between the governm ent 

and the  South A frican supported  UNITA, and 

th e ir  subsistence on the  heap o f o ve rc ro w d 

ed sh a n ty  tow n s  ca lled  “ m usseques,”  

dem anded  a d iscussion in  th e  e lection  cam 

pa ign w h ich  cou ld  p o in t o t the  p a th  o f eco

nom ic  reconstruc tion  and the  p o litica l tra n s 

fo rm a tio n  of th is  m in e ra l rich  society.

Prospects for peace in  Angola

Peacemaking m ust be the antithesis o f 

w arfa re  and w arm aking . In Angola to 

day the decisive forces calling fo r peace

are the  so ld iers and o rd in a ry  w o rk in g  poor 

w h o  dem an d  an end to  the  m ilita r iz a tio n  of 

the  society. The road to  bo th  the  peace treaty 

lead ing  to  the  w ith d ra w a l o f the  S outh A fr i

cans fro m  N am ib ia  in  1989  and th e  peace 

Accords leading to  the ceasefire between UN

ITA and the  M PLA no w  co n s titu te d  one of 

the  de fin ite  issues o f the  e lec tion  cam paign 

in Angola. The con tend ing  in te rp re ta tio n  of 

the  issues o f the  u n d e rly in g  causes o f the 

w a rs  are as va ried  as the  e igh teen parties 

th a t p a rtic ip a te d  in  the  e lections.

On the  p a rt o f the  ru ling  M P LA  the  cause of 

the  w a r w h ich  lasted o ve r 16 years was the 

po lic ies  o f d e s tab iliza tion  and w a r in 

Southern Africa waged b y  the  South Africans. 

The ac tu a l hostilitie s  in  A ngo la  w ere pa rt of 

w a r  aga ins t the  A frican  m a jo r ity  in  South 

A frica , i t  inc luded th e  illega l occupa tion  o f
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Nam ibia, the support o f lo w  in tens ity  w arfare 

" M oza m b iq ue  and the  conven tiona l w a r in 

Southern Angola. UNITA was an a lly o f South 

Africa. Accord ing to  the official h is to ry  o f Fap 

la, 'S outh A frica  im p lem ented  a p a rticu la r 

ly  d re ad fu l scorched ea rth  s tra te g y  aga ins t 

o u r g lo rio us  fa the rland . By sp read ing  te rro r 

k illin g , thousands  o f men, w o m e n  and c h il

dren, b y  des troy ing  the  econom ic and social 

basic eq u ipm en t and in fra s tru c tu re , the ene

m y 's  ob jectives was to  force th e  Ango lan  

peop le  in to  accepting the  sharing  o f tis  

sove re ig n ty  w ith  the tra ito rs  and puppets  

greedy for pow er and devoted to  in te rna tion 

al ca p ita lism ."

The U N ITA  version

•bn the  pa rt o f UNITA the M PLA governm ent 

had com e to  po w e r b y  lorce in 1975. This 

M a rx is t go ve rn m en t b ro ug h t in the  Soviet 

Union and Cuba and for 16 years UNITA was 

figh ting  to  liberate Angola from  foreign d o m i

na tio n  b y  the  forces o f com m u n ism . But 

w h a te ve r the  in te rp re ta tio n  it  is c lear th a t 

the  issues w h ich  d iv ide d  the  A ng o lan  peo 

nies had becom e enm eshed in th e  tensions 

of the  co ld  w ar. This m uch  is c lear from  the. 

h is to rica l record w h ich  has been presented 

b y  U n ited States personnel from  the  Central 

In te lligence Agency.

Under the  bann e r o f C onstruc tive  Engage

m en t the  Reagan a d m in is tra tio n  sup po rte d

!he South A frican campaign to  ro ll back com 

m un ism  in A frica. Now w ith  the  d is in teg ra  

lio n  of the  Soviet Union the  S outh A fricans 

have also p ioduced the ir version of how  they 

b ro u g h t peace to  Angola  and S outh A frica.

The psycho log ica l w a rfa re  section of the  

South A fr ica n  Defence forces has p roduced  

at least three books w ith  the ir version o f h ow  

1 he S outh A frican  arm ed forces fo u g h t c o m 

m un ism  and b ro ug h t peace.

The ach ievem en t of peace in A ng o la  is now  

c learly  dependen t on how  the  A ngo lan  peo 

ple in te rp re t the  causes o f the  w a r, the ac 

tu a l sou rce  o f the  pe rpe tua tion  o f the  f ig h t

ing  and the  forces w h ich  w ere  responsib le  

■'or the  peace tre q ty  in  Lisbon. This in te rp re 

ta tio n  w ill a lso re flect the ex te n t to  w h ich  

the ed uca tiona l in s titu tio n s  o f A ngo la  can 

co m m u n ica te  to  the  po pu la tio n  the  im p a c t 

o f ex te rn a l in te rve n tio n  in the  soc ie ty  since 

the  fa ll o f the  Portuguese co lon ia l forces in 

1974. The necessity  fo r th is  reco ns truc tio n  

o f h is to ry  w as b rough t home b y  the  fact tha t 

oung A ngo lans are no t ta u g h t a b o u t b a t

tles at Q u ifangondo or the decis ive m ilita ry  

defeat o f the  South A fricans at Cuito 

Cuanavale.

The sm a ll p a rtie s

This igno rance w as (Compounded b y  the  fact 

th a t m a n y  o f the  sm all pa rties  w h ich  

'■m erged in the 1992 election cam paign were 

ins is ting  th a t the ba ttles  o f 1975 w ere  be 

cause of m ilita r is m  in the MPLA. This argu 

m en t was pu t fo rw a rd  by the  p a rty  called 

the  Party fo r the  Renewal of D em ocracy in 

A ngola  (PRD), a fo rm a tio n  w hose leadersh ip  

is com prised o f survivors o f the coup a ttem p t 

b y  e lem en ts o f th e  MPLA, led b y  N ito  Alves.

This p a r ty  w as dem anding an in ves tig a tion  

of the m ass assassinations and o the r abuses 

of hu m an  rig h ts  th a t fo llow ed the  ab o rtive  

coup a tte m p t in  1977

Task for UN

One o f the  m anda tes o f the  U n ited  N a tions 

am  (UNAVEM II) w as to com p le te  the  ex 

ercise o f c rea ting  a new arm y from  the  ranks 

of FAPLA, the  a rm y  o f the  MPLA, and FALA, 

the a rm y  o f UNITA. (UNAVEM II w as the 

nam e o f the  UNITED NATIONS team . U N A

VEM i was the  nam e given to  the  team  w h ich 

had overseen the  w ith d ra w a l o f the  Cuban 

forced fro m  A ngo la  a fte r the  A ccords w h ich  

led to  the  independence of N am ib ia  and the  ' 

disengagem ent of the Africans from  Southern 

Angola). A cco rd ing  to  the 1991 A ccords the 

d e m o b iliza tio n  o f the soldiers w o u ld  lead to  

the  fo rm a tio n  o f an a rm y  o f 50 ,000 . By the 

end o f A ugust 1992, 16 m on th s  a fte r the  ac

cord  the  French, Portuguese and B ritish  pe r

sonnel w h o  w ere responsible fo r th is  process 

oi in te g ra tion  had been able to  in te g ra te  

7 868  m en in the  new  un ified  a rm ed  forces 

of Angola  (FAA). This represented fifteen  p e r

cent o f the  new  a rm y. The UN personne l ex 

pected to  u n ify  the  o th e r 85 pe rcen t o f the  

new a rm y  in  25 five  days (by Septem ber 25) 

in  tim e  fo r th e  elections. A ll the  e lem ents 

necessary fo r the  crea tion o f w a rlo rd ism  are 

present in Angola. Hungry soldiers, and large 

caches o f weapons.

in the  in te rim  there were three arm ies in A n 

gola, the  d is in te g ra tio n  rem nan ts  o f FAPLA, (2* 

the conven tiona l cum  guerilla  forces o f FALA 

and the  new  arm y. The arm ies w ere sup- (a) 

posed to  be assem bled in 45 cen tres across 

! he cou n try  to  be dem obilized b u t there were 

charges tha t b o th  arm ies w ere  keeping 

reserve forces and arm ies to  be able to  co n 

tinu e  w ith  con ten tio n  fo r te rr ito ry . There

were several new spaper artic les w h ich  

c la im ed th a t the  forces of UNITA w ere  seek

ing to  m il ita r i ly  occu py  tow ns  and s tra teg ic  

locations in M alanje, Huam bo, Benguela and

i ib ito .

There w ere ove r 18 reg istered p o litica l 

pa rties  in  A ngo la  com peting  fo r seats 

in the N a tion a l A ssem b ly on the  basis 

o f p ro p o rtio n a l rep resenta tion . There w ere 

m ore tha n  th irte e n  Presidentia l candidates. 

M an y  o f pa rties  the  were no t taken serious

ly  and it  w as c la im ed b y  m a n y  th a t som e 

w ere s ta rt in g  to  get the  US$50,000 and car 

along w ith  loca l cu rrency  w h ich  w as be ing 

handed ou t fo r the  e lections by  the  govern 

m ent. In one case the re  were tw o  Presiden

tia l candidates in one fam ily. The on ly  female 

cand ida te  fo r P resident w as H ono ra to  N lan 

do  o f the  PDLA. Her p a rty  had offices in  a 

com pound o f cooperantes from  Portugal and 

the  offices w ere inaccessible to  o rd in a ry  A fr i

can Angolans.

The p a rty  o f her bro ther. Anaiia Pereira, w h o  

w as the  P residentia l cand ida te  o f the  PLD 

was in th is  sam e guarded com pound . Par

ties such as these w h ile  reg istered w ith  

program m es were no t taken seriously b y  the 

A frican  m a jo r ity .

File pa rties  in  A ngo la  cou ld  be g rouped in 

three categories:

The h is to ric  pa rties w h ich  c la im  a 

heritage from  the period struggle fo r na

tiona l Independence. These were MPLA, 

UNITA and  the  FNLA. The respective 

P res identia l candidates were Jose Edu

ardo  Dos Santos, |onas S av im b i and 

H o lden Roberto.

Parties w ith  leaders w ith  na tion a l and 

in te rn a tio n a l stand ing.

These w ere  the  P arty  fo r the  Renewal 

o f D em ocracy (PRD) led b y  Luis Dos Pa- 

sos. (This p a r ty  c la im s the  m a n tle  o f

N ito  A lves o f the  1977 coup). The lead 

ers w ere  unde rg rou nd  a fte r the  a rb o r 

tive  coup a tte m p t in 1977.

( 1 )
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(b) The N a tiona l D em ocratic  P arty  o f A n 

gola (PNDA) led b y  Daniel Chipenda. Un

t i l  the  s ta rt o f the  e lection  cam pa ign  

Chipenda had been the chief election or

gan iser fo r the M PLA. He w as one o f 

the leaders invo lved  in  the  Eastern 

Revolt o f the  M PLA in the  seventies.

• (c) The D em ocra tic  P arty  o f A ngo la  led b y  

A n to n io  A lb e rto  Neto. Neto was one of 

the  organ isers o f the  A ngo lan  y o u th  in  

the  a n ti co lon ia l pe riod . Neto w as on 

the pane l o f A frican  ju ris ts  and one o f 

the o n ly  pa rties  to  speak open ly  o f a 

Pan A frican  O rien ta tion .

(3) Parties w ith  leaders w h ich  are a ligned 

to  one o r m o re  o f the  m a jo r parties.

(a) The C onvention  fo r N a tiona l D em ocra 

cy in  A ngola  (CNDA) is led b y  P into [oao 

a fo rm er M in is te r and D irec to r General 

o f In fo rm a tio n  o f the  MPLA. This p a r ty  

is co m m itte d  to  sup po rting  (onas 

Savim bi fo r the  P residentia l cam paign.

(b) The Social D em ocra tic  P arty  o f A ngo la  

(PSDA) led b y  A nd rew  K ilandam oko. 

This p a r ty  is co m m itte d  to  su p p o rtin g  

the Presidency o f'lo n a s  Savim bi.

(c) The D em ocra tic  Party fo r Progress and 

the  N a tiona l A lliance o f Angola (PDP— 

ANA). This p a r ty  w as led b y  Prof. 

N fu lum p ing a  N lando  and w as c o m m it

ted  to  su p p o rtin g  the  Presidential cam 

pa ign o f ]onas Savim bi.

There were o th e r pa rties w o rth  m e n tio n in g  

bu t they were poorly-organised w ith o u t clear 

positions. These are the  Forum for D em ocrat

ic Angola (FDA) and the  Party for the Alliance 

o f the  Y ou th and w o rke rs  and peasants o f 

A ngola  (PA|OCA).

In the  case o f the  FDA th is  w as a p a r ty  o f 

fo rm er m em bers  o f UNITA w h ich  is ca m 

pa ign ing  aga ins t the  hum an righ ts  abuses 

of the  p a rty  and the  strong e thn ic  po litics  

prom oted  by the leadership. Pajoca is a pa rty  

w h ich  is c o m m itte d  to  sup po rting  lose Edu

a rd o  Dos S an tos  in  th e  P re s id e n tia l 

Campaign.

The m ost s tr ik in g  fact o f the  cam pa ign  w as 

the u n ity  o f in te rests  between the  m a in  can

dida tes. By the  tim e  o f the  s ta rt o f the  cam 

paign there was no th ing  to  separate the eco

no m ic  po lic ies o f the  M PLA from  UNITA o r 

the  FNLA. A ll spoke o f the  need fo r fo re ign  

in ve s tm e n t and fo r the  libe ra lisa tion  and 

p riva tisa tio n  o f the  econom y. The in itia tives  

taken  by the  M PLA in a lliance w ith  the  In 

te rna tiona l M o n e ta ry  Fund was critic ised by 

UNIt a  as be ing too  slow.

UNITA’s g lossy b rochu res spelt ou t an eco

no m ic  p ro g ra m m e o f sho rt te rm  em ergen

cy econom ic m easures 1992-1993, m ed ium  

te rm  libe ra lisa tion  and s tab ilisa tion  o f the  

aconom y 1993-1995 and the  long te rm  

priva tisa tion  and transfo rm ation  from  a state 

run system  1995-1999. It w as clear th a t the 

b ro ch tire s  fo r UNITA th a t the re  w as no a b 

sence o f fina nc ia l resources. For a w h ile  one

saw  o th e r pa rties  s tru g g lin g  w ith  stencils, 

g e s te tn e r  m a c h in e s  a n d  s ta p lin g  

p ro g ra m m e s  the  docum e n ts  o f UNITA were

prepared fo r the board room  o f the  po tentia l

investors.

The MPLA, on the  o th e r hand, p roduced a 

coheren t s tra tegy 'to  m ove from  the  com 

m and econom y. W ithou t c learly sta ting w hat 

w ill be the  con ten t o f th e  p riv a tis a tio n  exer

cise, the  M PLA entered in to  agreem ents w ith  

d iverse fo re ign  com pan ies w ith o u t spelling 

th is  ou t to  the  people: One has to  read the 

special supplem ent o f in te rna tiona l business 

papers such as the Financial Times to  u n 

de rs tand  the  ex te n t o f the  deals m ade w ith  

fo re ign  o il com pan ies, w ith  S outh A frican 

m in ing  and r-nm m prria l in te r r - *0 rh» un 

successful e ffo rts  o f the  M PLA to  o u t looby 

UNITA in the  co rrido rs  o f W ash ing ton .

Angolan election 
result meets 

general approval

T
he resu lts o f the  general e lection held 

in Angola on September 29 and 30, has 

be en  g e n e ra lly  a p 

p ro ved  by independen t observers, and 

rep resen ta tive  o rgan isa tions  w ith in  Angola. 

The 400 m o n ito rs  and observers w h o  super

v ised  the  v o tin g  o f 6 000  p o llin g  s ta tions  

w ere  genera lly  sa tis fied  w ith  a rrangem ents  

and procedures fo r vo ting .

A lth o u g h  the  leader o f UNITA, M r. Jonas 

Savimbi, be la tedly been d ispu ting the results, 

his V ice-President, M r. C hitunda, and o the r 

m em bers o f the  n a tion a l executive accept it. 

Leaders o f the  o th e r sm alle r p o litica l pa rties 

a lso accept the m  and have been to  Savim- 

b i's  house in Luanda u rg ing  h im  to  accept 

them . M r. S av im b i's  de feat can no t be 

changed or covered up  b y  cha lleng ing  the 

resu lt.

E lection observers o f the  EEC (the AWEPAA) 

s ta ted  ca tegorica lly  th a t the  e lections were 

free and fa ir. They said the  A ngolans w h o  

w o rked  at po lling  s ta tions  "b eha ved  in an 

exam p la ry  fash ion  in  the  co n d u c t o f the ir 

du ties". Each p o llin g  b o o th  had representa

tives  of all parties, in c lud in g  UNITA. There 

w as a bo o k  fo r anyone to  w rite  his or her 

com p la in ts . None d id . The vo tes were co u n t

ed a t the  p o llin g  s ta tio ns  in the  presence of 

a ll p a rty  rep resenta tives, soon a fte r closing.

In the ir in te rim  rep o rt the  AWEPAA delega

tio n  no ted th a t " th e  p o litica l p a rty  delegates 

at the  po lling  s ta tions con firm ed  th e ir sa tis 

fa c tio n  w ith  the  p ro ce d u re s  fo llo w e d  

th ro u g h o u t the  e lectro l process and the fa ir 

ness of the conduct of the elections." It urged 

a ll pa rties  to  accept the  resu lts  of the  

e lection.

Religious organisations, inc lud ing the po w e r

fu l C atholic Church, have s ta ted  th e ir sa tis 

fac tion  w ith  the w a y  the  e lections were con 

ducted , and urged the  Angolan p o pu la tio n  

to  accept the  result.

The A m erican  de lega tion  led b y  M r. |. M ii- 

ington , sent the ir com m ents to  W ashington, 

b u t they too  expressed the ir satisfaction w ith  

the  a rrangem ents m ade and procedures fo l

low ed  fo r concfucting the  e lection.

A t the  tim e  o f go ing to  press (M onday, Oc

to b e r 5) the  trou b le d  peop le  o f A ngo la  w ere 

s till w a it in g  fo r the v e rd ic t o f the  U n ited 

N a t io n - o b s e r v e r  de lega tion  The UN h a d  a

large num ber of observers, and  has kep t 

close con ta c t w ith  th e  A ngo lan  people. The 

ve rd ic t of the  UN observers w ill,  no doub t, 

g re a tly  in fluence a ll the  o th e r delegations.

The m ost pos itive  ou tcom e  o f the  e lection 

is the  personal v ic to ry  and p o p u la r ity  o f 

P resident E duardo Dos Santos h im self. He 

has w o n  an ove ra ll v o te  o f 60 percent o f the 

vo tes cast so far. He and S avim bi addressed 

m any  large election meetings; and he has in-
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d ica ted  his in te n tio n  to  inc lude  several UNI- 

TA leaders in  his cab ine t shou ld  he w in . So 

fa r Dos Santos has go t the  h ighest vo te  in 

a ll p rov inces, except in  th e  p rov inces  o f Hu-

am bo, Benguela, and Bie w here  S av im b i is 

top p in g  the  list, and in Zaire p ro v ince  w here 

M r. H o lden R oberto  o f the FNLA is leading. 

M an y  ana lys ts  had expected an M PLA v ic 

to ry . b u t none pred ic ted  such a large m ar 

gin. It rem a ins to  be seen if M PLA and Dos 

Santos w ill ho ld -on  to  th e ir con v in c ing  lead 

a fte r th e  f in a l ta lly . □

Results as at Saturday 3 O ctober at 3:00 o ’clock

PRO VIN CE

J.E . 
dos Santos 

(MPLA)

J.M . 
Savimbi 

(UNIT A)

H.
Roberto
(FNLA)

Total Votes 
cast as 

at 3 o’clock

Regis
tered
Votes

Votes cast 
so far as 

% o f 
Registered 

Votes

1. CABINDA Pres. 7 467 1 571 113 19 160 15 443 59.3%
Party 7 352 1 530 202 9 084 58.8%

2. ZAIRE Pres. 13 338 12 127 16 928 42 393 76 044 55.7%
Party 14 035 11014 14 589 39 638 52.1%

3. UIJE Pres. 5 6 8 3 3 33 978 5 180 95 986 274 725 ,  34.9%
Party 64 475 26 996 5 580 97 051 35.3%

4. LUANDA Pres. 335 361 89 421 12 535 437 317 852 745 51.3%
Party 335 492 72 847 16 939 425 278 49.9%

5. K. NORTE Pres. 24 606 2 036 294 26 936 137 962 19.5%
Party 25 984 1600 327 27 911 20.2%

6. K. SUL Pres. 42 515 5 873 174 48 562 350 615 13.9%
Party 47  669 4 867 259 52 795 15.1%

7. MALANJE Pres. 50 760 5 351 291 56 402 332 462 17.0%
Party 56 243 3 895 462 60 600 18.2%

8. LUNDA NORTE Pres. 31 664 3106 244 35 068 154 909 22.6%
Party 2 6 2 4 2 2 424 724 29 390 19.0%

9. BENGUELA Pres. 61 957 98  073 718 160 748 556 616 28.9%
Party 65 513 88  519 882 154 914 27.8%

10. HUAM B0 Pres. 21 917 58 803 153 80 513 442 080 18.2%
Party 21929 53 995 252 76 242 17.2%

11. BIE Pres. 21 716 87  123 198 109 037 330 687 33.0%
Party 24 292 76911 407 101 610 30.7%

12. M 0X IC 0 Pres. 2 7  371 9317 324 37 012 92 619 40.0%
Party 28  239 7 900 528 36 667 39.6%

13. K. KUBANGO Pres. _ _ _ — 133 162 _
Party — — — — •  _

14. NAMIBE Pres. 18 444 11 751 238 30 433 84 918 35.8%
, Party 20 139 10 145 292 30 576 36.0%

15. HUILA Pres. 64 698 26 344 590 91 632 501 595 18.3%
Party 72 820 23 338 754 96 912 19.3%

16. CUNENE Pres. 48 551 4 935 336 53 822 148 528 36.2%
Party 55 654 2 636 449 58 739 39.5%

17. LUNDA SUL Pres. 22 409 1 234 221 23 864 88 451 27.0%
Party 15 588 705 194 16 487 18.6%

18. BENGO Pres. 32 809 11 535 3 263 47 607 91 921 51.8%
Party 35 270 9 623 2 879 47 772 52.0%

Key: Pres. = President
Numbers bold in italics = The leader or party in the lead
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Desert survivors 
of the Namib

Kaokoland and Dam araland are vast regions 

th a t ove rlap  the  no rth e rn  p a rt o f A frica 's 

N am ib  Desert. “ Lost w o rld s  in to  w h ich  few  

have been priv ileged to  ven tu re  u n til recent

ly ,”  is h o w  Clive W a lke r describes the m  in 

his b o o k  Twilight o f the giants. This is the 

hom e o f th e  w o r ld ’s o n ly  tru e  desert 

e lephants.

There are pe rhaps few e r tha n  a hund red  of 

these g ian ts le ft in these regions. Less than  

150 m illim e te rs  o f ra in  fa lls  pe r year, and 

som e tim es none fa lls  fo r years. H ow  do  the  

e lephants quench the ir th irs t and satisfy the ir 

appetites?

A dapting  to a desert

Elephants w ere firs t repo rted  in W estern 

n a m ib  in  1895, and ev idence ind ica tes  th a t 

the y  have lived in the  desert fo r generations. 

D u ring  a recent d ry  pe riod  w h en  no ra in  fell 

fo r  five  years, e lephan ts rem a ined  in  the  

desert, and as fa r as a d irec t resu lt o f the  

d ro u g h t, a lth ou gh  large num bers o f k u d u ; 

gem sbok (oryx), and m oun ta in  zebra, as w e ll 

as a few  e le p h a n t ca lves, pe rishe d . 

“ E lephants,”  concludes M itch  Reardon in his 

book  The Besieged Desert," are am ongst the 

m o s t adap tab le  crea tures on  earth .

A lth o u g h  rive rbeds in K aoko land are usua l

ly  d ry , w a te r fro m  the  eastern escarpm ent 

filte rs  th ro u g h  unde r the  sand, and the 

e lephan ts  m ake use o f th is . They d ig  and 

m a in ta in  w a te rho les  b y  exca va tin g  in the  

end sand o f the  riverbed. W a te r seeps in to  

these holes, and  w hen  the  e lephan ts  have 

had  th e ir  fill, lite ra ly  m y ra id s  o f o th e r 

anim als, b irds and insects use the  same wells 

and surv ive.

Because e lephan ts  are p ro lif ic  consum ers o f 

v e g e ta t io n , re q u ir in g  m o re  th a n  100 

k ilog ra m m es a day, som e m a y  th in k  th e y  

upse t the  eco logy o f the  reg ion. B u t no tice  

th is  o b se rva tion  o f a w e ll-kn ow n  a u th o r ity , 

Dr. A n th o n y  H a ll-M a rtin , in  the  book 

Elephants o f Africa: “ E lephants in  the  lush 

tro p ics  w ill dem o lish  en tire  trees fo r no b e t

te r reason tha n  to  get a few  leaves, b u t the ir 

desert cou n te rp a rts  se ldom  b reak  d o w n  o r 

push over trees. If the y  d id, th e y  w o u ld  soon 

have n o th in g  le ft to  eat.

Instead, eve ry b it  o f greenery p icked is ea t

en and w e cou ld  scarecly fin d  m ore  tha n  a 

few  leaves tro d d e n  u n d e rfo o t and  w a s te d ”

In ac tu a l fa c t the  desert e lephan t p ro m o tes  

the  g ro w th  o f trees. One o f th e ir  favo u rite  

food is the acacia seedods are eaten. As these 

pass th ro u g h  the  d igestive system , the  hard 

pods are softened, then excreted and deposit

ed in a p ile  o f w a rm , n u tr itio u s  dung, ready 

to  ge rm ina te  w hen  the  ra ins e ve n tu a lly  fall. 

Thus, tha nks  to  the  e lephants, acacias are 

e ffec tive ly  replaced in  a neverending ecolog

ica l cycle.

To rem em b er is to survive

You have p ro b a b ly  heard the  saying, "A n 

elephant never forgets.”  Let us consider how  

th is  app lies to  the  life -s ty le  o f the  desert 

e lephan ts. They have a h ig h ly  developed 

sense o f fa m ily  life, o f togetherness, and a 

ca lf w il l s ta y  w ith  its  m o th e r fo r u p  to  ten 

years, a le n g th y  ch ildh oo d  com pared to 

other m am m als and second on ly  to  humans.

D uring  th is  adolescence, the  ca lf associates 

w ith  elephants o f va ry ing  ages,learning from  

the  the secrets o f h o w  to  surv ive in an re lent

ing  en v iron m en t. He is show n w here  and 

h o w  to  fin d  w a te r, w h ic h  p la n ts  to  eat and 

w hen the  com e in to  season. And he is taught 

how  to  a vo id  m an. It is th is  fu n d  of tea ch 

ing and know ledge  th a t the  yo u n g  e lephant 

m u s t never fo rge t w hen  he reaches a d u lt 

hood. “ In tim es o f d ro u g h t” , exp la ins 

Reardon, “ an e lephan t's  m e m o ry  and e x 

perience m a y  be the  key  to  su rv iva l!”

The e lephan t w a y  o f life is based on a m a tr i

archa l soc ie ty , and  a key figu re  to  the  sut 

v iva l o f the  herd is no d o u b t the  o lde r cow . 

She leads her fam ily , and  the  he rd  in a con- 

tino us  search fo r w a te r and food. In perhaps 

50 years o f liv ing , she acquires an accum u

la tio n  o f su rv iva l know ledge. By he r leader

sh ip  and  exam ple , th is  is passed on to  the  

you ng e r ones o l the  herd. Thus, the  k illin g  

of such an o lder cow  by poachers means the 

loss o f a reference lib ra ry  o f food -find ing  

facts.

G arth Owen-Sm ith, o f the  N am ib ia  W ild life  

T rust, says o f o f these desert e lephan ts  o f 

the  N am ib : "R e m e m b e r. . . ,  w e  are n o t ju s t 

'.d iking abou t any an im als. These are desert 

e lephan ts . . The co m b in a tio n  . is no i 

found  anyw h e re  else in the w o rld  . . . W ha t 

a waste, w ha t a loss to  science and the w o rld  

if th e y  are a llow ed  to  pass from  the  scene” . 

H ow ever, these g ian ts  w ill no t eas ily  pass 

from  the  scene o f the ir self-chosen home. Not 

o n ly  are th e y  sup rem e ly  adap tab le  b u t the y  

are a lso superb ly  equ iped to surv ive.

Other Secrets of Survival

If yo u  w ere near a herd d o w n w in d , o f 

course — you  w o u ld  be able to  observe firs t 

hand som e o f th e ir  su rv iva l secrets. You 

w o u ld  no tice th a t they gather a round  a shal

lo w  depression o f fine — gra ined sand, ch ip 

ping aw ay the ground w ith  the ir forefeet, tak

mg up the soft dust in  the ir tru n ks  and b lo w 

ing it ove r them selves, u n til th e y  resem ble 

g ra y  ghosts. Do you  th in k  it  is because the y  

like  be ing d irty?  Far fro m  it. The coa ting  of 

dus t, like  fine ta lcu m  pow der, cools the  skin 

and  insu la tes  it  aga inst the  fierce sun.

il yo u  rem a in  ve ry  qu ie t, yo u  w ill see the 

herd at rest a fte r the pow dering. A t rest, tha t 

is except fo r the  large ears. W atch  ho w  they 

are in  con s ta n t m o tio n  in a gentle  fann ing  

m ove m en t. Besides s tirr in g  a s lig h t breeze, 

w h ic h  is a lw ays  w e lcom e, th e  b loo d  th a t 

passes th ro u g h  the  n e tw o rk  o f p ro tru d in g  

ve ins  in  th e  e a rs ’ is coo led b y  as m uch  as 

~-.x degrees Celsius. This coo le r b loo d  is then 

c ircu la ted  th ro u g h  the  huge bo d y  and back 

to  the  ears. Do you  som etim es w ish  yo u  too 

had a b u ilt- in  a ir cond itione r?

M ayb e  by n o w  yo u r feet have becom e tired  

fro m  crouching? W atch  ho w  th a t b ig  tuske r 

o ve r the re  re lieves he r feet. Look h o w  ele

g a n tly  she bends her fro n t knee, ba lancing  

the  foot on th e  toenails. She is res tin g  the 

pad o f her foo t. Som etim es e lephan ts cross 

th e ir back legs in an am using  fash ion , like 

som eone lean ing  on a w a lk in g  stick.

See the round stone th a t the  e lephant is ro ll

ing under her foo t. It is th o u g h t th a t th is  

relaxes the  pads o f the  tire d  feet, in  m uch 

the  say w a y  as a p o d ia tr is t m ig h t massage 

the  sole o f a p a tie n t’s sore foo t. You m ust 

rem em ber th a t the  he rd  m a y  have w a lked  

m a n y  k ilom e tres , and  these appear to  be 

som e o f the  w ays the y  have o f relieving pres- 

sure on th e ir  pads.

H o w  long w ill they Survive?

Though ab le to  surv ive  the  n a tu ra l hazards 

o f th e ir  en v iro n m e n t, can the  desert g ian ts  

a lso su rv ive  the  en croachm en t o f th e ir  o n ly  

predator, man? It seems yes. The local tr ibes

m an have n o w  n a tu ra l resources. 

A ccord ing  to  the  m agazine A frican W ild life , 

a conse rva tion  educa tion  cam pa ign  sta rted  

b y  the  N am ib ian  W ild life  T rust "re su lte d  in 

b o th  the  D am ara  and H erero tr ib a l a u th o r i

ties to ta lly  b a nn ing  h u n tin g  in  the  reg ion ". 

The W ild life  T rus i also ga ined sup p o rt from  

H im ba headm en in Kaokoland. w ho have ap 

po in te d  th e ir  as gam e guards.

Th is  p o s itive  sup po rt o f the  tra d itio n a l lead

ers has led to  the  tr ib a l fee lings o f p ride  in 

th e ir  n a tu ra l w ild life . “ For th e  firs t t im e  in 

fifte en  yea rs ” , rep o rts  A fr ica n  W ild life , “ the 

num bers  o f e lephan t and b lack  rh inocerous 

in th is  spectacu la r and fasc ina ting  reg ion 

(have) increased". One can hope th a t th is  in 

te res t in  the ir w ild -a n im a l k in gd om  w ill 

con tinue .

Then, indeed, these w andere rs  o f th e  w a te r

less w a s te la nd  w ill lo ng  roam  the  ro cky  

ranges o f th e ir  chosen hom e. W ith  the ir 

n a tu ra l in s tin c ts  and b u ilt in  su rv iva l kits, 

these are the  tru e  desert su rv ivo rs  o f the 

Nam ib.
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International

International intervention 
and interference in search 

for South Africa settlement?

Institutionalised violence: The tool o f  apartheid against the youths o f  South A frica

A
t the  cen tre  o f the  c o n flic t w h ich  is 

causing the  loss o f m a n y  lives in 

S outh A fr ica /A za n ia , is the  fac t th a t 

a pow erfu l European m in o r ity  has co lon ised 

an A frican te r r ito ry  and sub juga ted  Black 

people. This fore ign m in o r ity , the  settle r- 

colonialists, have a lw ays acted against those 

th e y  have conquered  w ith  the  he lp  o f  E uro

pean pow ers  and fo r the  bene fit o f E urope

an and N o rth  A m erican  business. Japanese 

business interests w en t in to  partnersh ip  w ith  

the se ttle r reg im e o n ly  in  the  1950 and 60s. 

So im p o rta n t w as the  vo lum e  o f business 

th a t prov is ion  was m ade to  classify Japanese 

“ h o no ra ry  w h ite s ”  in  South A frica.

The above should make it  de a r th a t all along, 

s ign ifican t sections o f the  in te rna tiona l com  

tn u n ity  have p layed a ro le in  the  u n fo ld in g  

con flic t in Azania . It w as an act o f the  B r it 

ish p a rlia m e n t w h ich  gave the  d o m in a tio n  

o f A zania b y  w h ites  som e typ e  o f c o n s titu 

tio n a l leg itim acy . Since the  oppressed and 

colon ised w ere never consu lted  on th is  m a t

ter, they have no ob liga tion  to  recognise th a t 

leg itim acy. Hence, the  B ritish  S outh A frica  

Act of Union o f 1909 is seen by m a n y  Black 

people as a deal o f an in te rn a tio n a l w h ite  

b ro the rhood  a t the expense o f Black people.

The w eapons w ith  w h ic h  the  S outh A frican  

sta te  has ke p t the  B lack reb e llion  in  check 

nave been p rov ided  by the  W est. It was on ly  

after the m assacre o f d e m on s tra to rs  against 

the pass laws in Sharpeville, Langa and Paarl 

tha t organisations such as the United Nations 

began to  lim it  o r res tric t the  f lo w  o f a rm s 

to  South A frica . This w as never im p le m e n t

ed no r en forced w ith  a n y  so rt o f v ig ou r. To 

a large degree th is  is due  to  th e  fa c t th a t in  

w o rld  do m ina ted  in  so m a n y  w a ys  b y  the  

w h ite  North, m any  ins titu tions are m uch bet 

te r able to  to le ra te  the  su ffe ring  and b ru ta li

sa tio n  o f Black people tha n  the y  w o u ld  the 

su ffe ring  o r the  de a th  o f w h ites. This is w h y  

it  was possible fo r the  UN forces to  in te rvene 

in  the  crisis o f the  ea rly  60s in Zaire ove r the 

k illin g  o f o n ly  16 w h ites.

If any go vern m ent a n yw h e re  in the  w o rld  

had in flic ted  a m assacre o f school ch ild ren  

on the  scale seen d u rin g  the  1976 June 16 

uprisings lead b y  the BCM, it w o u ld  no t have 

go t aw ay  w ith  ve rba l reso lu tions and ad 

m in is tra tiv e  m easures had those ch ild re n  

been w h ite . A fricans ra re ly  spell these issues

o u t in  s tra ig h t language because the  in s ti

tu tio n s  th ro u g h  w h ich  w e learn and ca rry  

ou t po litics  and d ip lo m a cy  co n d itio n  us to  

leel th a t w e need to  p rove  th a t we are no t 

racist. The fact is w e need to  p rove  no th ing . 

We have n o t invaded  and sub juga ted  an y  

European c o u n try  in  w h ich  we are tre a tin g  

the  na tives like  d ir t  o r verm in .

fhe people w h o  fiam ed the  firs t UN positions 

on Azania and the  rest o f Southern A frica  

were la rge ly  w h ites. A frican , Asian, Carribe- 

an and Pacific coun tries  received the ir in 

dependence, and the ir UN representative sta

tus in  s ign ifican t num bers o n ly  in  the  1950s 

and 1960s. Thus te rm s such as rac ia l d is 

c r im in a tio n  and A pa rthe id  becam e in s titu 

tionalised as “ the  language o f the UN” . It was 

on ly  m uch la te r th a t the deeds o f the  regim e 

in Pretoria w ere designated “ a crim e against 

h u m a n ity " . This s ta tus  d id  n o t a lte r the  fact 

th a t w hen the  ch ips  were d o w n  at the  UN 

the  friends and allies o f reg im e w h ich  had 

a ve to  in  the  S ecurity  Council, these be ing 

the  US, B rita in  and France, a lw ays  used it  

to  p ro te c t the  reg im e, and th e  business in 

terests o f th e ir  bosses in the  West.

This is the  con te x t in w h ich  the  p rono unce 

m en ts  o f those  w h o  w ere dec la ring  South 

A frica ’s sove re ign ty as a fa c to r against w h a t

the y  called “ ex te rna l In tere fe rence”  a t the  

tim e  th a t F rederick de K lerk launched his 

agenda o f re fo rm s and te rro rism  in  Febru

ary 1990. By som e device th is  stance o f the  

regim e w as even echoed b y  a few  voices in 

A frica and w ith in  the  ranks o f the  co lon ised 

in Azania.

One o f the  g rea t iron ies  o f th is  th in k in g , if 

it  cou ld  be ca lled th a t, is th a t va rious  in te r 

na tion a l o rgan isa tions  besides the  UN have 

been p la y in g  a ro le in  deve lopm ents  in  A za

nia. One o n ly  has to  exam ine  the  ro le  o f the 

European Economic C om m unity , th rough the 

Kagiso T rust Fund, and the  P rog ram m e to  

C om bat Racism o f the  W orld  Council o f 

Churches to  see th a t ce rta in  ex te rn a l forces 

have found themselves roles inc lud ing  those 

of King M akers in the Azanian struggle. W hile 

the, above o rgan isa tions poured  m illio n s  o f 

do lla rs  in to  the  c o u n try  to  g ive one com p o 

nen t o f the  lib e ra tio n  m o ve m e n t the  

resources to  p ro jec t itse lf as a fu tu re  govern 

m en t i f  n o t the  o u tr ig h t one p a r ty  fu tu re  

g o ve rn m e n t several fascist and  r ig h tis t o r

gan isations in places such as G erm any s ta rt

ed p u ttin g  s im ila r am oun ts  o f cash p lus pe r

sonnel and lobbying  ne tw orks a t th e  disposal 

o f Inka tha , w h ich  has since been labe lled 

“ Freedom  P a rty "

Each o f these pa rties  w h ich  are supported
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by  exte rna l in te res t groups as fu tu re  protec-

to ts  of the  assets o f these in te res t groups 

have felt the need to  posture and thu m p  the ir 

chest to  assure th e ir backers th a t they have 

the c lo u t to  de live r the  goods. W hen Inka tha 

w as able to  show  itse lf as a s ign ifican t p o lit 

ica l force on a n a tio n a l scale, it  s im p ly  w en t 

in to  partnersh ip  w ith  the  South African police 

and specia l a rm y  u n its  in  co n d u c tin g  a ser

ies of. b lo o d y  m assacres in severa l places to  

w h ich  the  la tte r transp o rted  the  m urderers.

In th is -w a y  Inka th a  w as ab le to  th ru s t is te lf 

in to  the  face o f every m edia ou le t and is now  

be ing to u te d  as “ One of the  b ig  th ree " in the 

co n flic t in  Azania.

Several o f the organisations w h ich  have been 

p a y in g  these sorts  o f " insu ra nce ”  m oneys 

have done so unde r the  guise o f sup p o rtin g  

e ffo rts  tow a rds  change. Recently South A fr i

can papers have been ruhn ing  a s to ry  on the 

u n d e rta k in g  g iven  to  a Swedish h yd ra u lic  

e q u ipm en t co m p a n y  th a t i t  w ill receive 

p re fe ren tia l tre a tm e n t in  the  pu rchaser by  

a fu tu re  m in is try  w h ic h  w ill h o p e fu lly  co n 

tro l m in in g  after the  tra n s itio n . This was 

given w hen the founda tion  set up by  a m ajor 

p a r ty  in  Sweden was m a k in g  anothe r 

co n trib u tio n .

In a ll fa irness, pa rties, go ve rn m en t and o r

gan isa tions  w h ic h  have p laye d  th is  typ e  o f 

ro le can n o t be seen as im p a rtia l. They need 

to  be exc luded fro m  the  no w  un ive rsa ly  ac

cep ted n e u tra l ex te rn a l m ed ia tio n  o f negoti 

a tions, settlem ent and constituen t assem bly 

e lection  process. The m ed ia to rs  w h o  are 

needed are those  w hose hands are clean. In 

th e y  eyes o f the  BCM, sen io r sta tepersons 

fro m  the  fro n tlin e  states, the  OAU and the  

Non-A ligned M ovem en t w o u ld  be ideal b ro k 

ers fo r a se ttlem en t. They are d iffe re n t from  

those w h o  w ill m ed ia te  w h ile  try in g  to  p ro  

tect super p ro fits  fo r th e ir investm en ts .

The d isappo in tm ents the BCM has expressed 

a b o u t ju n io r OAU o ffic ia ls  go ing  to  Azan ia  

and be ing  sw am ped  b y  h o s p ita lity  and fr i

v o lity , does n o t m ean w e have g iven u p  on 

ou r allies from  our continent, and others w ho 

have had s im ila r experiences o f co lon isa tion  

as w e are undergo ing . Indeed w e  urge the  

Front Line States, and bodies such as N.A.M . 

to  he igh ten  th e ir  p ro file  in the  A zan ian s itu 

a tion . Never aga in  m u s t A frica  and the  rest 

o f th e  fo rm e r co lon ised  w o rld  be m arg in a 

lised w h ile  im peria lism  expropria tes fo r itse lf 

b o th  o u r resources and the  ro le  o f pow er 

b roker.

Unemployment rises 
in Britain

B ritish  u n e m p lo ym e n t rose to  a seasonally 

ad jus ted  9.9 percent in August, a five-year 

high w ith  2.8 m illio n  people ou t o f w o rk , the 

G overnm ent has announced.

The d e pa rtm e n t o f em p loym e n t also revised 

its  figu res fo r July joblessness, say ing  it  was 

9.8 pe rcen t ra the r th a n  the  9.7 pe rcen t offi- 

( .als had o r ig in a lly  estim ated.

E m p loym en t M in is te r M ichael Forsyth  said 

he w as "v e ry  concerned" abou t unem ploye- 

m en t w h ic h  had risen fo r 28 m o n th s  as B ri

ta in  lim p s  th rou gh  its w o rs t recession since 

W o rld  W ar II. The new  to ta l o f 2 807 500 is 

the  h ighest since June 1987. □

President Traore 
trial to resume

The Tria l o f fo rm er P resident of M a li Mous- 

sa Traore on charges o f m u rd e r and conspir 

ing to  k ill w ill resum e on N ovem ber 26, the  

Justice M in is te r has said.

The tr ia l, w h ic h  opened on |une 12, ad 

jo u rne d  a fte r hund reds o f yo u th s  a ttacked 

the  co u rt b u ild in g  and vehicles ca rry ing

T rao ie  and his associates.

Traore los t po w e r in a coup and m ass u p ris 

ing in M arch  last year. <~

T h r e a t  o f  p o p u la tio n  

g ro w th

U nited N a tions — The uncurbed p o p u la tio n  

g ro w th  m akes it  m ore  and m ore d iff ic u lt fo r 

p o o r coun tries  to  m eet even basic social 

needs, acco rd ing  to  UN Secretary General 

B ou tros  Boutros-G hali.

Speaking at a p o p u la tio n  aw ard  cerem ony 

here recently , the  UN ch ie f said th a t the 

fastest g ro w th  in po pu la tion  con tinues to  oc 

cur in the  poorest coun tries . Since the  UN 

cha rte r w as signed in 1945, the  w o rld  s 

po pu la tion  has m ore tha n  doub led to  5.5 b il

lion, and  is increasing b y  th ree  people ever 

second, o r ab ou t a q u a rte r o f a m illio n  ever 

day.

He w arned th a t a lm ost one b illion  people w ill 

be added over the  decade of 1990s. The 

p o p u la tio n  aw ard  of 1992 w as g iven  to  |RD 

Tata o f Ind ia  and to  the  p o p u la tio n  Council, 

a New Y ork based research organisation. The 

aw ard  is g ran ted  annu a lly  b y  the  Com m it- 

ice  o f the  UN p o p u la tio n  aw ard  to  in d iv id u  

als and in s titu tio n s  w h ich  have m ade ou t 

s tan d in g  c o n tr ib u tio n s  to  increasing aw are 

ness o f p o p u la tio n  p rob lem s and th e ii solu 

tions.

Japan suspends 
breeder reactors 
project

TOKYO — (UPl) — |apan has decided to  give 

up p lans to  b u ild  fast b reeder reacto rs th a t 

w o u ld  p ro du ce  p lu to n iu m , a m a te ria l th a t 

can be used in b o th  nuclear po w e r p lan ts

and nuc lear w eapons, the Y om iu ri Shim bun 

reported  recently .

The Science and Technology Agency and the 

P ow er Reactor and Nuclear Fuel D evelop

m e n t O rgan isa tion  m ade the  decis ion in 

response to  in te rn a tio n a l c ritic ism  o f Japan's 

n u c le a r p ro g ra m m e , the  Y o m iu ri said 

w ith o u t m en tio n in g  sources.

A lw a ys  insecure abou t dependence on im 

p o rte d  fuels, T okyo has em barked on a p lan 

to  bu ild  fast breeder reactors, w h ich  produce 

m ore  p lu to n iu m  than  th e y  consum e. That 

fue l can the n  be used to  fire o th e r reactors, 

c rea ting  w h a t experts  hope w ill be a h ig h ly  

effic ient fue l cycle.

French 

unemployment 

tops 2.86m
Further s igns of the  con tinu ed  weakness of 

the  French eco no m y em erged w ith  a rise in  

seasonally  ad jus ted  u n e m p lo ym e n t in  Janu-

i iy  to  2 .86  m illio n , a 27 200 increase, ac 

co rd ing  to  da ta  from  the  French iabou i 

m in is try .

The m in is try  said tha t unem ploym ent, affect

ing 9.8 pe rcen t o f the  p o p u la tio n  is h itt in g  

ha rd  yo u n g  peop le  unde r the  age o f 25 and 

the  m in is try  gave w a rn in g  th a t the  la bo u r

■ market w ill rem ain so for som e tim e. Total 

leg is te red  u n e m p lo ym e n t reached nearly  3 

m illio n , a 1.6 pe rcen t rise from  December, 

bu t the m in is try  said th a t the unadjusted un 

e m p lo ym e n t to ta l w as like ly  to  fa ll in  the 

ne x t few m onths.

The w eak u n e m p lo ym e n t da ta  are the  la test 

■, idence o f a sha rpe r th a n  expected s lo w 

d o w n  in th e  French econom y. The French 

s ta tis tics  office  recen tly  said th a t the  econo

m y  stagnated  in the  fo u rth  qu a rte r o f last 

year, and th a t an nua l g ro w th  in 1991 was 

one percent, com pared  w ith  the  gove rn 

m e n t’s 1.4 pe rcen t g ro w th  forecast las t Sep

tem ber. The s lo w d o w n  is p a r tly  re la ted  to  

e a ke rT re n ch  experts  to  Germ any.
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Talking Point

The harsh realities of politics

T
he alliance of m inority  parties  

w hich aim  a t ousting the ruling 

ZANU PF from  pow er is from  the  

onset zoom ing into doom  and is des

tined for the dustbin of History. The po 

litical parties and personalities involved  

are politically bankrupt.

Politics is a very expensive gam e which  

requires huge financial outlay, a well 

oiled thinking engine, experience and 

the party has to appeal to the nation as 

a whole and not just one tribe or race. 

These ingredient of a political p a rty  lack 

in the parties th a t have united.

To justify the expensive part of politics 

lets look a t this point. The m ajority  oi 

the electorate does not have access to 

the print or lectronic m edia and w hat 

these m inority  parties could have done 

was to first of all em bark on a public re

lations exercise in those areas where the 

m ajority  o f the electorate lives. These 

people could have been given p arty  T 

shirts after thorough political conscien 

lisation and they could have been given 

leaflets .as well. This is w h at ZANU did 

in 1980, it w orked.

But how  m uch do these T-shirts cost? 

According to  one com pany it costs $2  

to get a logo on a p arty  T-shirt and the  

T-shirt itself costs a m ax im u m  of $10 . 

in a country w ith  an electorate of 

around four m illion it m eans out of the  

six parties th a t w e have, a p arty  has to 

w in  at least one m illion votes assuming  

all other parties w in  an equal num ber 

of the rem aining votes. It has to  have  

about a quarter m illion T-shirts so that 

party m em bers have something to iden 

tify w ith . This w ill in all cost million  

dollars.

Leaflets printed in vernecular languages 

would also help the m inority parties but 

this w ill also cost m ore than  a m illion  

dollars. It m ight turn to be like an eco

nomics or m athem atica l discussion i f ! 

am  to discuss m ore expenses such as 

the whole m antainance and m oney to  

pay the persosonnel, but leaving this  

point w ould  also leave our politically  

m alcontent opposition leaders in the  

dark  m odern  politics. Copy ideas from  

ZANU PF and you w ill progress. ZANU  

PF has its splendid wom en's league uni 

(orm , youth Brigade uniform s and T- 

Shirts. It also has its papers. Does any  

of the opposition parties have such a 

fa tt account?

Smith

Smith is a political liability to the m ajori

ty of this country and thus to try  and  

credit him w ould  be a task to difficult 

tor Sithole and others w ho themselves  

are not perfect to accomplish.

The m em ories of N yadzonya and Chim- 

bi still linger fresh in our minds and  

■ruth should not be fooled by those  

w ho say he w as better to bounce back  

mto politics and th ink  th a t one day  

directly or indirectly he w ill again be in 

! he driving seat. H atikanganw e chazuro tie- 

hope and hatidye marutsi.

Sm ith him self has not even w ithdraw n  

his statem ent that as long as he is alive  

he would never want to see Africans rule 

Zim babw e and of cause he still thinks  

th a t if he uses a few know n politicians  

he will come back into office. He bought 

a lot of m odern weapons of destruction  

w hen he was in pow er to use against 

the same people he claim s he w ants to  

save now. W hen was he born again9

The atrocities and brutalities he com m it 

ted agains Africans and the failure to 

retaliate at the a tta inm ent of indepen

dence should spare the ty ran t a shame 

and m ake an exit on the political arena  

as w e w ill never allow  a situation where  

people w ho w ere once our oppressors 

want to be our leaders tommorrow. 

M atakadya  kare haanyaradze m wana.

The economic woes w e find ourselves 

dum ped in today p artly  stem s from  

Sm ith’s racist econom ic policies which  

saw a lot of w ealth  being placed in the  

hands of a few individuals of an obvi 

ous race and up to  now these individu

als hold the ecoomic keys of the  

country.

They have vast tracts of land, for specu

lation purposes whilst the  m ajority  are  

cram m ed in smalll and holdings. I have  

m entioned land because it is the m ain  

economic base of the country. W hen the 

people's governm ent tries to correct the 

historical im balance those who were ad 

vantaged by the racist economic policies 

would always cry foul and use their eco

nom ic influence to  subdue w hatever  

changes the governm ent would w an t to 

effect, for exam ple, the artificial short

age of basic com m odities.

The aim  would be for us to blam e the 

G overnm ent and vote for them . The

message to them  is w e have been 

hardened by suffering and w ill never 

m ake w ay  for Sm ith’s people. W hem our 

leaders were arrested and w hen our sis 

ters and brothers were mass m urdered  

by Smith w e never gave up the strug

gle. W hatever suffering m ay be inflict

ed upon us w e w ill rem ain loyal to  the  

people’s governm ent. W e wish our lead

ers the best o f luck as they  try  to  cor
'd  the im balances

! li n ing to  S itho ie w h o  w o u ld  like  to  be  led 

by a cow ard w h o  runs aw ay in tim es o f trou  

bie and com e back w hen th ings have w orked 

on the ir ow n  Its no  use to  t ry  and w in  c red i

b ility  b y  cheap po litick ing . No leader w o rth  

his sa lt and  w ith  all the  leadersh ip  qu a lities  

w o u ld  have denounced the  lib e ra tio n  s tru g 

gle w hen  he d id  so.

tho le  m ade a co llec tion  o f o th e r p o litica l 

cow ards and em phasised tr ib a lism  and 

regionalism to  fo rm  his ow n p a rty  The name 

o f the  p a rty  itse lf N donga has vo lum es to  

te ll abou t tr iba lism . His p o litica l record has 

never been p o p u la r w ith  m a n y  Z im ba bw e 

ans, he lo s t the  in te rn a l se ttle m e n t e lection. 

In 1980 he exiled h im self after losing the  elec- 

i ions. In exile he w orked against the  govern 

m ent to  the  m ax im u m

A fte r fa ilin g  to  w in  s u p p o rt he a llied  w ith  

Renamo. Shame on you sekuru. H av ing  

fa iled in all his a tte m p ts  he cam e back to  

take  advan tage  o f ESAP. S itho le  w as m is led 

b y  the  peop le ’s p ro b le m s the re fo re  overes

tim ated  his supporters. He th o u g h t his return 

w as go ing to  trigger an an ti-governm ent feel 

mg. H is ca ll fo r an ea rly  general e lection  is 

an exam ple of his in tentions. S ithole though t 

th a t the  people w o u ld  be foo led  b y  h is  be 

ing from  Am erica and th in k  he is a Messiah.

By the  w a y  Neil K innock resigned a fte r his 

i a b ou r p a r ty  had lo s t fo r m ore  th a n  th ree  

tim es. W hy does Sithole no t consider resign 

ing fro m  po litics  since he is a fa n tic  a d m ire r 

o f W estern ism .

The $600 per m o n th  and 100 acres prom ise  

saved to  p ro ve  th a t w h en  the  m an  le ft exile 

he w as in  such a h u rry  th a t he fo rg o t the  

litt le  b ra ins  he had w h en  he w e n t there. The 

m an has developed a s trange knack o f m a k 

ing w ro n g  decisions. He is a p o litica l 

ba rom e tre  fo r m ak ing  w ro n g  decis ions. He 

is actua lly  sm elling death and no t po w e r like 

he cla im s. T u rbo  m ade the  co rre c t descrip 

Sithole
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t io n  and decis ion n o t to  a lly  h im se lf w ith  a 

leader w h o  is ru s ty  and w h o  has ru s ty  ideas. 
,, conc lus ion  the  Sm ith-S ithoie a lliance  is 

doom ed to  failures, it w as a co llection o f po 

litica l fossils and in e v ita b ly  the  p a rty  is 

decayed. It is a p a rty  fo rm ed  by po litic ian s  

w h o  have a B urn ing  zeal fo r po w e r s trugg le

w ill ensue in the  event o f th is  a lliance w in 

n ing pow er. The alliance w as fo rm ed to  take 

advantage o f the d rough t and the early nega

t e  el Sects of ESAP. Reverend, the re  is n o th 

ing lo r you  in Z im babw e try  heaven. Sm ith, 

we had enough o f you . tha t w as the n  and 

th is  is now

President M ugabe  and yo u r p a rty , the re  is 

no sub s titu te  fo r you  at the m o m e n t so co n 

tinue w ith  the m agnificent w ork. We w ill give 

iu  a ve ry  fresh m andate in 1995. The a ll' 

ance is ano the r |oke of the  year. □
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Heroes of Zimbabwe
Heroes of Z im babw e, heroes of Z im babw e  

Deep in our hearts w ring tears,

Tears of love for the fallen heroes j  
For the fallen heroes, signs of fire w e blow.

W ho does not have tears for the  fallen heroes?

Heroes of Z im babw e, heroes of Z im babw e.

Oh sweetly, oh soundly and w ell m ay  you sleep 

For you w e  w ill m ourn, till w e too go as you have gone;

Gone along the shadow y path, to the dark w orld  unknown.

W ho does not die w ith  the heroes?

Heroes of Z im babw e, heroes of Z im babw e.

Oh lovely heroes, oh charm ing heroes;

Your fam e w ill last w hile the w orld  goes round.

Your w orth  and honour, the nation approves.

W ho does not approve the contribution of the heroes?

Heroes of Z im babw e, heroes of Zim babw e.

Oh heroes, it awakens our m arrow  to th ink  of you  

Broken are our hearts because of our great love to  you.

Base of our “ Great R evolution” you  are

W ho does not have a broken heart for the heroes?

Heroes of Z im babw e, heroes of Z im babw e

For your com m itm ent, sacrifice and patriotism , w e thank you

For your to ta l e lim ination of colonialism;-

Racialism, tribalism , ethnicism  and nepotism , w e th an k  you

W ho does not thank the great heroes?

Heroes of Z im babw e, heroes of Z im babw e  

Heroes of Z im babw e, heroes of Zim babw e.

You are a sym bol of unity, determ ination  and liberation;

A sym bol of dedication, altru ism  and fellow-feeling.

Youths em ulate your strength, courage, values, ideals and action. 

W ho does not im itate the brave heroes?

By John Masvayamwando Sihanda
Tongwe Government Rural School, P. B. 5722, Beitbridge

African heroes
1 w onder w h a t is happening now and w h at happened before  

Grandm a used to tell m e about Chaka,

Cham inuka, Kaguvi, m buya N ehanda and m any m ore because 

W h at about them?

I w ondered w h a t this had to  do w ith  m y  life 

And m y history as an African,

M arcus M osiah Garvey, I thought, grandm a said he was Black 

But, w h a t w as it all about to  know  of him  

1 thought David Livingstone and all the  im perialists 

W ere the best in m aking m e w h at I am  

Not at all!

Right now w ith  a perfect conscious and m ind I recall,

1 was lost

1 cannot let m y  heroes go to tne dogs 

They were right, being a Black is not a crim e  

I t ’s just skin colour

He w ho has eyes let him  look into  a B lackm an’s h istory  

And culture w hich is slowly dying,

N ow  I give praise to  all African Heroes

W ho fought tirelessly to  give ^ Blackm an identity  and his rights 

M a rtin  Luther King, Garvey, N ehanda, N krum a  

And all unsung heroes

Thanks for uniting to save hum anity  and the Black skin.

By Simba Deve, Sutton Mine, Mutorashanga
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Tough African 

conditions need tough 

products. Dunlop tyres 

have stood the test of 

time in Zimbabwe and 

throughout Africa.

With the growth 

and expansion of 

Zimbabwe, Dunlop is 

driven to even greater

With new technology 

and the benefits of 

international research 

and development, 

Dunlop is unswervingly 

committed to the manu - 

facture of safer, better 

products for Zimbabwe.

efforts in order to meet 

the challenge.
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Saving you money...
Compatible Incompatibles Telephone Cost Control

Now you do not have to throw away your old Sophomation has a number of features that give you the

equipment in order to keep up with new technical power to control your telephone expenses. To name a few:

developments. Sophomation is an 

’open-ended’ system that saves 

you money by making all your 

office compatible.

Saving Lines

With Sophomation you no longer 

have the expense of separate lines 

for each piece of office equipment. 

You can transmit telephone 

conversations, telex messages 

and computer data over the 

same line.

*  Operator Metering - allows the 

operator to meter and restrict 

individual calls.

*  Print Outs - printed information 

telling you where time and money 

are being wasted.

*  T.M.S. Server - logs all calls 

and identifies all callers. It indicates 

expenses per extension or department. 

If you would like to know more 

about Sophomation’s cost effective 

features, talk to Philips today.

PHILIPS
THE TOTAL APPROACH


