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ZANU-PF Launches Weekly

The fo llow ing statement was issued on 
the 31 st May, 1990 by the Secretary for 
Publicity and Inform ation of ZANU PF, 
Comrade Nathan Shamuyarira.

ZANU PF has decided to  launch a new 
weekly newspaper to be known as “ THE 
PEOPLE’S VOICE”  w ith  effect from  1 )uly, 
1990. page 23

Israel Accused of Human Rights 
Violation

A new report by the Swedish organisa­
tion : Save The Children, accuses Israel 
of m ajor human rights vio lations against 
children during the 30 m onths o f the 
Palestinian Uprising in the Occupied Ter­
ritories, including responsibility in the 
death o f more than 150 children w ith  the 
average age o f 10. page 38
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Striking 
Teachers — A 
Confused Lot

Editor,
A llow  me space in your magazine to  com­
m ent on the current teachers’ strike.

W hile  I do not support the idea of workers 
(be they doctors or security guards) getting 
low wages, I am certainly opposed to the me­
ans through which some of these workers 
achieve the ir end. Teachers, through their 
righ tfu l representative organs, viz; the Zim ­
babwe Teachers’ Association and Zimbabwe 
Teachers’ Union, respectively, agitated for a 
salary increase and the Government heed­
ed the ir call. In all fairness, a non-graduate 
teacher should not expect to be on the same 
salary scale as tha t of a graduate teacher. 
Should Government disregard tha t extra 
qualification possessed by graduate teachers, 
then tha t would be a sure disincentive for 
graduate teachers to  join the civil service.

That aside, the government DID agree to 
give the non-graduate teachers a salary raise. 
Now for these teachers to  tu rn  round and 
resort to  strike action only leaves one w on­
dering w hat it  is that they really want. While 
negotiations are s till in progress as to  when 
the increase could be effected, the teachers 
have downed the ir chalks.

To illustrate the extent of the confusion be­
setting the strik ing teachers, some non­
graduate teachers have refused to  join in the 
strike. It is indeed heartening to  know tha t 
not all is lost, some teachers have seen the 
light. But a second, more serious po in t of 
the ir confusion is displayed in one of the 
placards the teachers were carrying. It read: 

“ Fay Chung, go back to  China.”

W ithout appearing to defend Comrade Fay 
Chung for w hat she has or has not done in 
the M in is try  o f Primary and Secondary Edu­
cation, let me po in t ou t tha t she fought for 
Zimbabwe just like many Zimbabwean 
blacks in Mozambique and elsewhere. Fay 
Chung was an educational p illa r during our 
struggle for independence, and for anyone 
to shout tha t she should go back to China 

now — is a revelation of serious m isun­
derstanding of the political events leading up 
to the atta inm ent of independence in 
Zimbabwe.

George Choto 
Glendale

f,
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Street Kids A 
National Problem
Editor,

I feel tha t the issue o f street kids m ust not 
be viewed on ly as a phenomenon existing 
on ly  in Harare but th roughout the whole 
country. I v iew it  as a national problem 
which needs a national solution. Consider­
ing the fact tha t the lives of our potentia l fu ­
ture leaders is at stake, 1 feel tha t we must 
address ourselves more seriously than ever 
before. M uch has been said in highlighting 
the plight of these children but very little  has 
been done by the public at large in express­
ing its sympathy, in practical terms, towards 
such a pathetic situation which seems to  be 
escalating at an expotentia l and un ­
precedented rate. It is now tim e fo r action 
and practical solutions, not on ly by  govern­
ment, b u t by the entire nation as a fam ily 
unit.

Below are some concrete, down to earth, 
suggestions w h ich I feel m ay be put in to  
practice and help in curbing the problem: The 

lis t is by no means exhaustible:

1 That the kids be collected from  the streets 
and handed to  the Child Survival and De­
velopm ent Foundation which is under the 
able leadership of the First Lady, Am ai 
Mugabe.

2 That the kids, when collected, be housed 
in already-existing Children’s Homes through­
out the country.

3 That the local authorities, c ity  councils, be 
approached to  donate land in cases where 
present homes are crowded.

4 That the Child Survival and Development 
Foundation, w ith  Government’s blessing,

HELL STREET . . . Life for the street kids is tough and an urgent national solution needs 
to  be identified in order to rec tify  the situation

Because I view this problem as a national 
one, I tend to th in k  tha t everyone m ust run 
to  the rescue before these unfortunate souls 
are moulded into hard-core criminals. We just 
cannot afford adopting a “ W ait and see”  a t­
titude when we are expected to offer con­
cre te  he lp . The go ve rn m en ta l, n o n ­
governm ental organisations, charitable o r­
ganisations, schools and individuals must 
give tangible help inorder to  wipe out this 
menace. We cannot afford developing tech­
nologically before an attempt is made to de­
velop the hum an resources, people, which 

we have in abundance.

opens up a “ SAVE THE HOMELESS CHILD 
FUND."

5 That all sympathetic organisations and in ­
dividuals donate generously towards such 
a noble cause.

6 That sporting bodies and persons be per­
suaded to  play charity games to  raise funds.

7 That our talented musicians stage concerts, 
at low fees, inorder to  enable m any people 
to  A ttend  and th e re b y  m ake th e ir  
contributions.

8 That church organisations donate in cash

*
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or in kind towards th is goal.

9 That school pupils and students donate 
their old clothing items and sets of uniforms.

10 That the Timber industry donate tim ber 
to  help in the construction of cheap but dura­
ble shelters.

11 That the kids be sent to  norm al schools 
where they would m ix w ith  other children.

12 That the kids be taught self-reliance skills 
so tha t they don’t rely on handouts from  so­
ciety. They can be taught m arket gardening, 
toy-m aking, decorative crafts, weaving and 
other skills which may be useful in the ir later 
lives.

It m ust be noted tha t the above sugges­
tions are by no means hard and fast rules. 
Society is being openly challenged by the 
present w rite r to  come forward w ith  better 
suggestions. It must also be noted tha t it 
would not suffice just to collect, feed, clothe 
and shelter the kids w ithou t establishing the 
roo t cause of the problem. Thorough 
research has to  be done in  identify ing the 
crux of the matter. In this regard a com m is­
sion of enquiry m ay be set up to  dig down 
further on the causes of the problem. The 
commission would then make its recommen­
dations to  Government, th rough the Child 
Survival and Development Foundation.

Zimbabweans are well-known the world 
over for the ir hospitality, understanding, co­
operation and general love for human. M y 
people have a very good sense of responsi­
b ility  and are always w illing  to help even 
against a background where the ir own 
resources are lim ited and dw indling. We 

m ust transform words in to concrete actions. 
The w orld must continue to  view us as a na­
tion  capable o f looking after the less- 
privileged members of society. According to 
a United Nations pamphlet on the Conven­
tion  on the Rights of the Child (December 
1989) “ The way a society treats children 
reflects not only its qualities of compassions 
and protective caring but also its sense of 
justice, its com m itm ent to the future and its 
urge to enhance the human cond ition ... This 
is as indisputab ly true o f the com m unity  of 
nations as it  is o f nations ind iv idua lly .”  We 
Zimbabweans, as members of the United Na­
tions, must not be found w anting in this 
regard.

If all Zimbabweans were to  put the ir heads 
together, like we did in our figh t against 
colonialism, I am sure that a lasting solution 
can be found to  the problem. It is such a 
pathetic and degrading situation to  see un­
tapped ta lent roam ing about on our streets 
daily w ithout proper utilisation. We just must 
do something as a m atter o f urgency.

Tawanda M. Madhangi 
Glen View 6 School 
Box 50

Glen View 
Harare

Teacher and also student of Journalism at 
CCOSA College, Harare.

Cooperative 
N eeds Assistance

Dear Comrade Editor

I am w riting  on behalf o f Takawira Project 
asking for in form ation on the assistance for 

co-operatives.

1 came across the in fo rm ation in the Zim­
babwe News Magazine tha t anyone w ith  a 
problem concerning co-operatives can be as­
sisted by your department.

Our problem is tha t we have run short of 
money to  run our project. Can you please 
help? How can we overcome the problem?

I hope and trust tha t you w ill assist us.

Yours Comradely (Chairman)
Francis Chidhakwa

* * ‘ Thanking you for writing to us, we would 
like to  advise you to approach the Small En­
terprise Development Cooperation (SEDCO) 
the Organisation for Collective Cooperatives 
of Zimbabwe (OCCZIM) for assistance. Their 

offices are in Harare.

We have checked through our previous is­
sue of the Zimbabwe News and we found no 
article w h ich says tha t we assist coopera­
tives. We do highlight the p ligh t faced by 

cooperatives.

Editor

Give us “ Gwara” 
rePolitics
Editor,
For the whole of last year 1 was a keen 
listener and con tribu to r to  the ZANU PF ra­
dio programme, “ Gwara Rakanaka rePolit­
ics m uZim babwe." I am rather disappoint­

ed now  because for some reason or other, 
the programme is no longer on air.

“ Gwara Rakanaka rePolitics m uZ im ­
babwe” , or the Ndebele version, “ Indlela 
Eqondileyo yePolltics eZimbabwe" was a 
very in form ative programme which afford­
ed us, the povo, a chance to  have our quer 
ies directly attended to and answered by the

Chefs. This programme w ent a long way in 
assisting some of us to  understand the mean­
ing of un ity  in Zimbabwe. It also enlightened 
those w ho could not attend National Con­
gresses and other such events on what trans­

pired there.

To have the programme suspended now 
is like depriving us of our politica l life-line. 
Please let us have “ Gwara”  back, and if pos­
sible, on Radios Three and Four as well.

|ohn Tarumbwa 
Honde Valley

Bring Back 
Chunga

Dear Editor
I am writing to comment on the performance 
of Belgium-based Moses Chunga during the 
friendly M atch between Dynamos and 

Coventry, played at the National Sports Stadi­
um  on M ay 13, 1990.

Chunga’s perfomance on th is particular 
day showed m atu rity  and he destroyed 
Coventry's mid-field and was very instrumen­
ta l in the creation of all goals.

1 always wonder why Moses Chunga (af­
ter having improved so much) is not called 
up for national duties. Our national team 
lacks punch up front but ZIFA is reluctant 
to utilise Chunga.

Any differences between the former Dyna 
mos player and the country ’s soccer ruling 
body m ust be ironed out.

Other countries in Africa for instance Zam 
bia, Algeria, Nigeria, only to m ention but a 
few, always make full use of their profession­
als when they are engaged in in ternational 
tournaments, and they have always dene 
well.

Likewise, Moses Chunga should be called 
up when Zimbabwe plays in ternational 

games.

T. M bizi 
Harare

*
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Carefree

^  2 FREE NIGHTS ^  
Dinner, Bed & Breakfast 

IN LARNACA!
See Air Zimbabwe 

or your travel agent.

"S  J f-
/»

A ir  Zimbabwe flies non-stop to Larnaca, then 
on to Athens every Friday night. And now A ir 
Zimbabwe makes Cyprus even more enticing 
w ith  a special offer o f two free nights in the 
superb Palm Beach Hotel in Lamaca. You can 
even spend the weekend in Cyprus having fun 
on this enchanting, vibrant island or relaxing 
on beautiful sun-drenched beaches before flying 
home w ith  A ir Zimbabwe on Sunday.

Whatever you do, you’ ll love the magic o f the 
Mediterranean. And you 'll love A ir  Zimbabwe’s 
hospitable tradition o f  caring for you.

Whether you want to visit relatives and friends, 
or just enjoy the holiday o f  a lifetime, fly  A ir 
Zimbabwe to I.arnaca and Athens and enjoy 
the magic.

A tradition o f caring.

LIN TAS  ZIM BABW E 9 9 1 0

ZIMBABWE NEWS MAY, 1990 5



President Opens First Session of 
the Third Parliament of Zimbabwe

President R.G. Mugabe

The fo llo w in g  is • th e  fu ll te x t o f  th e  speech d e liv e re d  
b y  th e  P resident, C o m ra d e  R o b e rt M u g a b e , a t  th e  
o p e n in g  o f th e  firs t session o f  th e  T h ird  P a r lia m e n t  
o f Z im b a b w e  o n  W ed n esd ay , 2 n d  M a y , 1 9 9 0

T
he last ten years have, despite many 
obstacles and difficulties, been years 
of achievement and progress for our 

people. We have in these years tru ly  secured 
our hard-won independence, achieved na­
tional un ity, transformed the social and eco­
nom ic environm ent of our country and laid 
a firm  foundation for further people-oriented 
all-round progress w ith in  the context of na­
tional un ity , harm ony and peace.

It has not all been plain sailing bu t from  
our ten years as a sovereign State we have 
learned m any important lessons and are well 
justified to look to the future w ith  confidence 
and optim ism .

The Constitution w ill be amended to  pro ­
vide for the creation o f an additiona l office 

o f Vice-President. Other amendments to the 
Constitution w ill include the rem oval of the 
restrictive provisions under Chapter III as 
they relate to  property rights and, in partic­
ular, those concerning land. Necessary 
am endm ents w ill be in troduced to  enable 
Government to  d istribute land m ore equita­
b ly  and speedily than has been possible 
hitherto. A further constitutional amendment 

w ill deal w ith  the status and role o f various 
commissions.

In the area of defence, m y Government will 
in th is  session ask Parliament to  effect the 
constitutional amendments which are neces­
sary for the in troduction o f a single com­

m and for our defence forces in order to  en­
hance their efficiency, command and control.

Furthermore, the functions of the Defence 
Forces Service Commission w ill be rationa­
lised so tha t it can relate more realistically 
to  the M in is try  of Defence and the defence 

forces themselves.

Our m ilita ry  presence in M ozam bique is 
based upon a firm  appreciation of our na­
tional interests and the m oral du ty  to assist 
a friendly neighbour. It is also pertinent to 
reiterate tha t our forces operate in M ozam ­
bique at the invitation of that country’s legiti­

mate Government. They certa in ly w ill not 
stay o r remain in tha t coun try  one day 
longer than is absolutely necessary.

In the m eantime all our people feel no th ­
ing bu t a sense of pride and gratitude for the 
manner in which our defence forces have car­
ried ou t the ir most d ifficu lt and complex as­
signm ent in Mozambique and along our 
common border w ith that country. We thank 
and congratulate the defence forces for their 
dedication, loya lty  and com m itm ent.

Our security forces w ill continue to  m oni­
to r and contain any threats to  Z im babwe’s 
security and territorial integrity. W hilst secu­
r ity  forces w ill be on the frontline  o f the 
defence of the country. Government expects 
the co-operation of the whole population in 
iden tify ing any hostile elements in order to

contain any threat before it  manifests itself 
in acts of subversion.

In the field of foreign affairs, our diplomatic 
missions abroad have not only served to 
strengthen our relations w ith  other countries 
bu t have also paved the w ay for greater ap 
p rec ia tion  and unders tand ing  of our 
problems, hopes and aspirations among the 
host Governments and peoples. In return, we 
have witnessed in our country a steady in ­
crease in diplom atic missions, indicating the 
range and nature of the m utua lly  beneficial 
contacts we have established w ith  other 
members of the in ternational com m unity.

M y Government, alongside other members 

of the Frontline States, and under the 
auspices o f the OAU, w ill continue to  give 
moral, po litica l and material support to the 
liberation struggle being waged in South 

Africa.

In tha t regard, therefore, m y Government 
welcomes the release from  prison of some 
o f the South African leaders including Com­
rade Nelson Mandela. However, we w ill still 
call on the in ternational com m unity  to  con­
tinue to  pu t pressure on the Pretoria regime 
so tha t to ta l freedom and democracy can be 
achieved in  tha t country.

T he  P res iden t C om rade R obe rt M ugabe  
and  th e  F irs t Lady, C o m ra d e  S a lly  
s ta n d  a t a t te n tio n  du rin g  th e  p la y in g  o f 
th e  N a tio n a l A th e m  b e fo re  o p e n in g  
P a rlia m e n t

Concerning the legislature, the Third Parlia­
ment is seeing the in troduction of a 
Unicameral Parliament in keeping w ith  our 
socio-economic and political goals. Under a 
new system of departmental committees, 
Government m in istries w ill be d ivided in to 
groups and each group w ill be accountable
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to a departmental committee of Parliament. 
The departm ental committees w ill inquire 
in to  and report upon the activities and esti­
mates o f expenditure of M inistries, Depart­

ments of Government and parastatals.

During this session Parliament w ill be 
asked to consider the Civil Evidence Bill, and 
the Infanticide Bill which w ill create an 
offence different to  tha t of murder. Recom­
mendations from  the Law Development Com­
mission w ill be considered w ith  the intention 
of formulating legislation on the Small Claims 
Courts, the Companies Act and related 

matters.

In the area of home affairs, the registra­
tion  of voters and updating o f the voters’ 
rolls w ill be undertaken in order to  ensure 
tha t they are ready for the next delim itation 
exercise and the 1995 General Elections. The 
system o f national registration w ill be re­
organised to ensure efficiency and speedy ac­
tion. In this connection, 55 district offices w ill 
be opened countryw ide to deal w ith  the 
registration of b irths and deaths.

Regarding the National Archives, Provin­
cial Centres which w ill handle local records 
w ill be bu ilt as an ongoing exercise. The con­
struction w ill begin in Bulawayo during the 
course of th is year. Land for this purpose is 
already available.

Decentralisation
The decentralisation and reorganisation of 
the Department of Im m igration w ill be com ­
pleted when all border posts have been 
opened on our borders w ith  Botswana and 
Mozambique. This decentralisation exercise 
w ill reduce the number of illegal imm igrants 
and illegal border crossers.

In the Police Force, the colonial ranks of 
pa tro l officer and section officer w ill be 
abolished and a single entry po in t in to  the 
force introduced. In order to curb crime, 
mounted police patrols w ill be introduced.

The First Five-Year National Development 
Plan ends th is year. Preparations of the Se­
cond Five Year Plan are already underway, 
and when completed, the plan w ill be pub­
lished during th is session and w ill include a 
concise regional development policy.

Government has now stepped up its efforts 
to  increase investment, especially in the 
productive sectors. In addition to the protec­
tion o f investm ent embedded in our Consti­
tution, Government w ill enter in to m ultilater­
al and bilateral investment agreements w ith  
those countries whose nationals are w illing  
to  invest in Zimbabwe. These agreements 
should go a long w ay towards attracting in­
vestment in to  Zimbabwe. In addition, the 
1989 Investm ent Register, which is nearing 
completion, w ill be published during th is 
session.

Trade Liberalisation
In order to im prove the environm ent for the 
forthcoming trade liberalisation programme, 
a number of amendments w ill be made to 
the Customs and Excise Act and these w ill 
be tabled during this session.

Government w ill also examine the possi-
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b ility  of establishing a venture capital com ­
pany to cater prim arily for small-scale inves­
tors. The company w ill be designed in such 
a way tha t investors in grow th points w ill 
have easy access to  loans offered by the 
company.

In the area o f in ternational economic rela­
tions, m y Government w ill intensify efforts 
for greater regional cooperation and integra­
tion  in the SADCC and PTA subregional 
groupings as this w ill form  a reliable base 
for the development of the economics of the 
region. However, m y Government w ill con­
tinue to promote bilateral economic relations 
w ith  friendly countries. In th is connection, 
a number of trade agreements and additional 
agreements on double taxation between Zim­
babwe and several friendly countries w ill be 
tabled in Parliament during this session for 
ratification.

Government accounting w ill be upgraded 
by increasing professional competence, in ­
s titu ting  a code o f ethics and establishing a 
national body to guide and advance Govern­
ment accounting from a technical to a profes­
sional level.

Amend Regulations
M y Government w ill continue to seek ways 
of making the financial sector more respon­
sive to the development requirements of the 
nation. In th is regard, the regulations con­
trolling the activities of private pension funds 
w ill be amended w ith  a view  to increasing 
worker partic ipation on the boards of 
trustees tha t adm inister these funds. Meas­
ures w ill be taken to  make pensions career- 
related rather than employer-related so that 
a pension accrued under one employer can 
be transferred to  the next job.

In the area of industry and commerce, the 
pace of ZISCO’s rehabilitation programme will 

be accelerated. The firs t phase of the coke 
oven rebuild project w ill be completed. A new 
iron ore deposit w ill be developed at Ripple 
Creek to provide for a new sinter plant tha t 
w ill feed the blast furnaces. The development 
of a flat steel product project w ill be pursued 
w ith  vigour in order to reduce the country ’s 
dependence on im ported plate and sheet 
steel.

Support for Transport
The transport industry  w ill continue to get 
the necessary support from Government par­
ticularly in respect of the provision of foreign 
currency for the im portation of vehicle kits 
and spares to  meet national requirements 
and fu lly support efforts to manufacture 
domestically, components and parts here in 
Zimbabwe through jo in t venture enterprises 
established between local and foreign capital.

During this session, the Industrial Develop­
ment Corporation w ill commission a sheet 
glass factory thus easing the shortage of 
building materials in this field. Cement plants 
w ill also be established in various parts of 
the country and a m ajor expansion project 
by Portland Holdings w ill be completed. M y 
Government w ill increase the brick-making 
capacity of bo th  existing and new com pa­
nies to meet increasing local and export 
demand.

Production capacity for qua lity  car and 
truck tyres w ill be substantia lly increased 
through new investments and work w ill com­
mence on a chemical pulp and paper project 
sponsored by the 1DC and its partners.

M y Government w ill spare no effort to im ­
prove the operational efficiency of existing 
industries some of which are experiencing 
problem s o f obsolete and antiquated 
machinery. The replacement machinery 
programme w ill be accelerated to  make the 
m anufacturing sector more competitive.

M y Government w ill m ount a vigorous 
programme for the establishment of small- 
scale industries on a co-operative and in ­
div idual basis. Such a programme is in tend­
ed to develop indigenous entrepreneurial 
skills, create productive employment oppor­
tunities, decentralise the manufacturing sec­
to r as well as establish links w ith  the exist­
ing large industries on a sub contracting 

basis.

Boost for SEDCO
M y Government w ill take measures to p ro ­
vide for the increased capita lization of both 
SEDCO and the State Trading Corporation. 
Both corporations are in the forefront of the 
development of local businesses, especially 

by small entrepreneurs.

Government w ill accelerate the establish­
ment of the Scientific and Industrial Research 
and Development Centre including the ele­

vation of the status of the Standards Associ­
ation o f Zimbabwe in order to  provide the 
necessary scientific and technological serv­
ices and research back-up for the manufac­
turing sector in particular and the economy 
generally.

A  national export prom otion organisation 
w ill be formed as a partnership between the 
State and the private sector. This body w ill 
m aintain the export prom otion mom entum  
which has been achieved so far by the Zim ­
babwe Export Promotion Programme cur­
rently being sponsored by the Commission 
of the European Communities.

Increased Beef Exports
The signing of the 4th ACP-EEC Convention 
(Lome IV) w ill enable Zimbabwe to  increase 
its exports of beef further and benefit from  
progressive reduction or abolition of customs 
duties on agricultural and other products.

The m ining sector continues to experience 
an upsurge in m ineral exploration and 
production and m y Government w ill promote 
further and accelerate the present level of ac­
t iv ity  in order to  fully explo it our coun try ’s 
m ineral resources.

A m ajor m in ing pro ject to produce p la ti­
num group metals in the Chegutu geologi­
cal complex at Selous w ill be commissioned. 
This project represents a m ajor investment 
to the country. The further development and 
production of these metals w ill again be un ­
dertaken in tw o  other sim ilar projects which 
are presently in the pre-feasibility stage.

During the second half o f this year, a new 
coal mine w ill be commissioned at Sengwa, 
in a partnership between m y Government 
and a private company. In recognition of the

7



economic significance of th is undertaking, 
m y Government has already allocated 
resources for the construction of a fu ll-w idth 

tarm ac road between Gokwe and Siabuwa.

Following the signing of the agreement be­
tween Government and the M ob il Corpora­
tion of America, the search for petroleum and 
gas in the Zambezi Valley w ill commence. 
M y Government w ill closely m on ito r the 
gathering by the company of geological and 
geophysical data and the environm ental ef­
fects of the operation.

In the energy sector, emphasis on power 
generation w ill be hydro-based in  order to 
m inim ise generation costs on electricity.

The medium-sized dam programm e w ill 
continue to  be implemented in order to  pro ­
vide w ate r for domestic, livestock and ir r i­
gation purposes, especially to communal 
areas. The construction of six medium-sized 
dams in  M asvingo Province is due to start 
la ter th is year.

Dams Constructions
It is fu rther hoped to start the Shobi Dam 
on the lower Umzingwane River and the Lon- 
glands Dam which w ill fu rthe r boost the 
w ate r supply to  Marondera.

In the area of livestock production, it  has 
been decided tha t to  ensure the rebuilding 
of our national herd as well as regain our 
European export markets, legislation w ill be 
in troduced to control illegal cattle m ove­
ments and other forms of indiscipline in this 
area. In th is regard, a Control of Animals 

(Trespasses) Bill and an amendment to  the 
A nim al Health Act which w ill raise existing 
penalties to  levels tha t w ill have a deterrent 
effect w ill be introduced in Parliament du r­
ing th is session.

In th is session, Parliament w ill be asked 
to  amend the Labour Relations Act in order 
to  harmonise labour laws, promote common 
em ploym ent standards and strengthen the 
role o f employers’ and workers’ organisa­
tions in the day-to-day administration of the 
laws, w h ile  Government retains a regulato­
ry, standard setting, monitoring and enforce­
ment role. Free collective bargaining w ill now 
be active ly implemented fo llow ing the set­
ting up o f a prices and incomes board. In the 
area of manpower planning, m y Government 
w ill in troduce an amendment to  the M an­
power Planning and Development Act; and 
w ill carry out the detailed sectoral manpower 
surveys as well as surveys of professions and 
occupations, while closely m onitoring the 
transfer of skills by expatriates.

)ob Creation
Regarding employment creation, m y Govern­
m ent w ill develop a national em ploym ent 
po licy in consultation w ith  the employers’ 
representatives and other interested bodies, 
and structure a modern em ploym ent serv­
ice whose hallm ark w ill be accessibility and 
responsiveness to job seekers.

In the Public Service, m y Government w ill 
make ZIPAM an autonomous institu tion , in 
order to  allow more flexib ility  in its adminis­
tra tion  and to improve the execution of its 
functions.

Regulations to  remove some differences in 
conditions of service between officers and 
employees in  the Civil Service w ill be in­
troduced. Responsibility for disciplinary m at­
ter w ill be delegated to  heads of m inistries 
w ith  leave of appeal to the Public Service 
Commission, and current regulations w ill be 
amended to allow for customary law widows 
to receive pension benefits.

The in-service tra in ing of unqualified and 
underqualified teachers in our schools w ill 
be m ounted in  every region during school 
holidays and w ill be conducted by both Head 
Office and Regional Office personnel.

M y Government w ill lay greater emphasis 
on technical vocational education at secon­
dary level, and in this regard, pupils w ill be 
streamed after the Junior Certificate level so 
tha t secondary education w ill be more close­
ly  linked to  job creation.

Standardise Manpower
M y Government w ill formalise relationships

among all te rtia ry  institu tions, including 
those run by other ministries, to facilitate ver­
tica l and horizontal linkages, the objective 
being to  co-ordinate, standardise, validate 
and certificate all non-degree professional 
qualifications in the country.

A t the technical, vocational and teacher 
education colleges, m y Government w ill con­
solidate existing programmes through pro ­
vision of additional infrastructure and equip­
ment. Enrolments w ill be increased in 
response to  the increased numbers o f quali­
fied applicants and to the skill shortages in 
the public and private sectors.

A t un iversity level, m y Government w ill 
place before Parliament this session tw o bills, 
one w ith  respect to the setting up o f the Na­
tional University of Science and Technology 
to  be established in Bulawayo and the other 
to establish a National Commission on Higher 
Education

Equity in Health
M y Government w ill continue to  develop the 
health infrastructure in  line w ith  our policy 
of equ ity  in health. In addition to  the con­
struction of further rura l health centres at­

tention w ill be paid to  district, provincial and 
central hospitals, for w ithout these higher lev­
els of the health referral system our efforts 
to  im prove the health o f the nation w ill be 
in vain. In line w ith  the strengthening o f dis­
tr ic t level health facilities, the eight d istrict 
hospitals bu ilt th rough the Family Health 
Project w ill be commissioned. Preparatory 
w ork fo r the second phase of the Family 
Health Project which w ill involve the 
strengthening of health centres and district 
hospitals w ill be completed.

The unifica tion of the tw o  nursing grades 
w ill start towards the end o f this year when 
State Certified Nurses w ith  the required 
educational qualifications w ill undergo up­
grading courses. In th is regard, the school 
currently  under construction at Masvingo 
w ill be completed and tra in ing should start 
a t this school th is year

M y Government w ill formalise relation­
ships among all te rtia ry institu tions, includ­
ing those run by other m inistries, to facili­

tate vertical and horizontal linkages, the ob­
jective being to  co-ordinate, standardise, vali­
date and certificate all non-degree profession­
al qualifications in the country.

W ith w ild life  management already decen­
tralised to  local levels, it  is proposed to make 
wildlife an agricultural option to complement 
crop production and stock raising. W ildlife 
management w ill be rationalised to  bring 
economic benefits to  the rura l communities 
tha t engage in it. Game meat w ill be 
processed in order to  supplement our beef 
supply in the local market.

Rural Afforestation
The focus in  the  ru ra l a ffo res ta tion  
programme w ill be concentrated on in ­
creased partic ipation by the people in rais­
ing seedlings in nurseries and management 
and on u tilisa tion o f forests. Rural District 
councils w ill be expected to  play a m ajor role 
in this regard.

Tourist infrastructure throughout the coun­
try  w ill be expanded to meet the needs of 
bo th  local and foreign tourists. Regional 
toUrist offices w ill therefore be opened in all 
provincial centres so that tourism promoters

P a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s  a n d  o t h e r  d i g n i t a r i e s ,  l e d  b y  P r e s i d e n t  M u g a b e ,  g a t h e r  o u t s i d e  P a r l i a m e n t  
f o r  t h e  o p e n i n g  c e r e m o n y

8 ZIMBABWE NEWS MAY, 1990

w ill be able to  reach all parts of the country.

M y Government is conscious tha t efficient 
transport systems are essential in p rom ot­
ing the socio-economic development o f the 
country. Regarding the provision of transport 
to  rural areas, efforts are already underway 
to  alleviate shortages, in itia lly  by de­
regulating all trucks of gross mass up to  ten 
tonnes operating in one province. A Road 
M otor Transportation Bill for this purpose will 
be introduced during this session.

A t present, 42 mini-buses and 109 DAF 
buses have been ordered and Government 
w ill ensure tha t they are assembled and put 
on the roads immediately. Efforts are also 
being made to  augument the rura l bus fleet 
as a m atter of u tm ost urgency. Similarly, 
Government has decided as an emergency 
measure to  com m it a significant am ount of 
foreign currency for the importation of heavy 
to  ligh t commercial vehicles, both in k it and 
completely built-up forms, w ith  a view to  im ­
proving the na tion ’s road haulage fleet. M y 
Government w ill undertake the detailed en­
gineering design for the construction of a 
rapid rail com m uter system to  carry com­
muters from  Chitungwiza and the high den­

s ity  suburbs o f Harare.

Road Construction
M y Government w ill intensify its road and 
bridge construction programme to  enhance 
access in to  rura l areas; wh ile at the same 
tim e m aintain ing the already complete na­
tional network in a reasonable state of repair.

W ork is in progress in regard to  the im ­
provem ent of the operations of the Nation­
al Railways o f Zimbabwe. As honourable 
members are aware, necessary arrange­
ments have been finalised to  procure 30 new 
diesel locomotives for the National Railways 
of Zimbabwe. In the meantime, strenuous ef­
forts have gone into the rehabilitation of the 
existing locom otive fleet and the associated 
rolling stock. M uch of this w ork and tha t 
relating to  the rationalisation of the manage­
m ent structures, staffing and operations of 
the National Railways of Zimbabwe gener­
ally, have been undertaken by, or in response 
to  the in itiative of, the Emergency Task Force 
on the National Railways of Zimbabwe, un­
der the Chairmanship of Vice-President, Com­
rade Simon Muzenda, which I established 

last year for the purpose of identify ing fac­
tors impending the efficient operation of our 
ra ilway system and working ou t and im ­
plementing necessary solutions.

An additional B767-200 ER aircraft w ill be 
acquired during the 1990/91 financial year 
for A ir Zimbabwe. The complete modernisa­
tion of the airline’s fleet w ill enhance its com­
petitiveness on the in ternational market.

Decentralisation
The shortage o f decent, affordable and dura­
ble housing in both rura l and urban areas 
continues to  be o f great concern to  Govern­
ment. It is intended to  im plem ent over 49 
new housing projects in rura l areas w ith  a 
to ta l of 8 551 units during the 1990/91 
financial year. These houses are planned for 
resettlement areas and planned villages. In 
commercial farm ing areas, farmers w ill con­

tinue to  be urged to  provide decent accom­
m odation for the ir employees.

Government w ill d iligently pursue the es­
tablishm ent of the Building Research Insti­
tu te  which w ill look in to  the use of low  cost, 
locally available build ing materials. M y 
Government w ill also proceed to  establish a 
National Housing Corporation. The corpora­
tion w ill, among other things, engage in con­
struction works and production of build ing 
m aterials through jo in t ventures where the 
partner provides or procures essential plant 
and machinery.

On the question of shortages of profession­
al m anpower which has adversely affected 
our construction programme, the em ploy­
m ent o f expatriates w ill be continued as a 
stop-gap measure. However, Government 
strong ly supports the establishment of a 
School of Environmental Studies at the se­
cond university in Bulawayo. The school 
should offer courses in  Architecture, Quan­
t ity  Surveying, Estate Management and 
Property Valuation.

Decentralisation
M y Government w ill continue to  decentra­

lise its in form ation services to  make them 
available to  as m any people as possible in 
the rura l areas.

Efforts w ill be made to  extend TV 2 to  
Bulawayo. The transm itter netw ork w ill be 
extended to include Chiredzi and the insta l­
la tion of the transm itte r a t Kenmaur w ill be 
completed to cater for the four radio stations. 
Television services to M ount Darwin and 
Gokwe w ill be introduced and television 
transmission from  Nyanga, Gwanda and 
Masvingo stations w ill be improved. A new 
mast and transmitters w ill be installed at Vic­
toria  Falls for the four radio stations.

The expansion and modernisation o f the 
existing telephone ne tw ork in bo th  the u r­
ban and rura l areas and the im provem ent 
o f its efficiency remain a p rio rity  of m y 
Government. To im prove in ter regional and 
international communication, the capacity of 
the Gweru International Switching Centre w ill 
be enhanced and a second antenna w ill be 
installed at the Mazowe Earth Station to  
cater for traffic from  Asia and the Far East. 
Existing post office buildings w ill be extend­
ed o r replaced to  meet increased demand 
and new post offices w ill be bu ilt at grow th 
poin ts in  the rura l areas.

M y Government w ill, during th is session, 
complete the unification of the Rural and Dis­
tric t Councils. Unification w ill herald the cre­
ation of five additional municipalities, name­
ly, the Town Councils of Bindura and Rusape 
and the Urban Local Authorities of Gwanda, 
Karoi, and Ruwa. M y Government w ill also 
lay before Parliament reports recommend­
ing the upgrading of certain municipalities 

to c ity  status.

Deeds for Growth Points
This session, some 44 growth points and dis­
tric t service centres w ill be excised from  the 
communal lands and gazetted for title deeds 
purposes, w ith  stands allocated to  those in ­
terested in operating businesses at these 

centres.

W ith regard to co-operatives, a comprehen­
sive investment plan for the production, 
agricultural, marketing and supply co­
operative unions w ill be implemented du r­
ing th is session. The key features of the plan 
include assisting co-operative unions to  res­
tructure the ir management so as to  make 
them  more efficient, developing more ap­
propria te management so as to  make them 
more efficient, developing more appropriate 
management systems for use by Govern­
m ent extension staff in advising unions and 
b y  managers of these unions, assisting un­
ions to  acquire transport and assisting un­
ions to  obtain adequate w orking capital.

Community Workers
In the area of com m unity development, the 
train ing of jfo o o  village com m unity workers 
w ill be expanded to  include basic aspects of 
enterprise development and management. 
Efforts w ill also be undertaken to  improve 
the supervision of cadres.

A new National Sports Commission w ill be 
established to co-ordinate the comprehensive 
organisation and development of sport and 
other recreational activities in the country. 
The Dog Racing Prohibition Act w ill be 
repealed. This w ill widen the range and scope 
o f sporting activities in Zimbabwe.

The budget and estimates o f expenditure 
for the fiscal year 1990/91 and related legis­
la tion w ill be presented to  you for you r 

approval.

I commend these matters to  your consider­
ation and now  declare this, the First session 
o f the Third Parliament o f Zimbabwe, to  be 

du ly  open.

PARLIAMENT 
OF ZIMBABWE
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“ CUT OUT SUPERMAN. 
JUST GIVE ME CLARK KENT”

T h a t ’s  w h a t  t h e  M .D . s a id

O u r  a g e n c y  h a d  th is  g re a t  id e a  f o r  a n  ad , f o r  
R u b b e r  &  A l l ie d  P ro d u c ts .  So, o f f  I  t r o t  w i t h  th e  
la y o u t  a n d  la u n c h  in to  m y  s p ie l,  h e a d lin e  f i r s t :

“ THE TRUE STRENGTH OF RUBBER IS 
ITS FLEXIBILITY” I  g la n c e  u p .

S ile n c e . Y a w n .

“ I t  goes w i t h  a v is u a l o f  t h is  m a c h o  m u s c le m a n , 
h is  h u g e  f is t s  b e n d in g  a b a r  o f  s o l id  ru b b e r ,  l ik e  
i t ’ s s te e l. . . ’ ’

“Superman? What in the world for?”

“W e ll,  th e  im p a c t .  E v e ry b o d y  k n o w s  th e  s t r e n g th  
o f  S u p e rm a n . I n v u ln e r a b i l i t y ,  e n e rg y , f a n ta s t ic  
p o w e r . ”

“They may believe Superman, but will they 
remember our name?”

I  g r in .  “ T h a t ’s w h y  w e ’ve  g o t  i t  w r i t t e n  in  b ig  b lu e ,  
le t te r s  a t  th e  b o t to m  o f  th e  p a g e  — R U B B E R  &  
A L L IE D  P R O D U C T S .”

W ith  t h is ,  I d o n  m y  c a p f  a n d  la u n c h  o n c e  m o re  in to  
th e  c o p y , w h ic h  goes:

"W h e re v e r  y o u  m a y  be  in  th e  w o r ld ,  w e  c a n  
c u s to m -m a k e  a n y th in g  in  ru b b e r ,  to  y o u r  e x a c t  
r e q u ir e m e n ts . ”

“No. Almost anything. We don’t make condoms, 
and I don’t want any more requests from wierdos.”

I  c a n  see th is  is  g o in g  to  be  a s u p e rh u m a n  
a s s ig n m e n t.  B u t ,  b r u s h in g  a s id e  n e g a tiv e  fo rc e  
f ie ld s ,  I  s w o o p  d o w n  a t  s u p e r  sp e e d  to  m y  n e x t  
lin e :

" O u r  u l t r a - fa s t  tu r n a r o u n d  t im e  f r o m  o rd e r  to  
d e l iv e r y  is  fa m o u s . ”

"Except when we have to make a new mould first” .

A a g h ! I fe e l as i f  I ’ve  j u s t  h i t  a to n  o f  l i fe -s a p p in g ,  
k r y p to n i t e  ’ i f s ’ a n d  'h u t s ’ . I s t ru g g le  a g a in s t  th e  
g a la c t ic  p o is o n  a n d  c o n t in u e :

“ A l l  o u r  in d u s t r ia l  r u b b e r  c o m p o u n d s  a re  m a d e  to  
B r i t is h  S ta n d a rd  S p e c if ic a t io n . ”

“Quite right. But...”

(S u f fe r in g  c a t f is h ,  h e re  c o m e  so m e  m o re  ‘b u t s ’ )

“But Zimbabwe is sometimes short of raw materials. 
And we never compromise on specs, so some orders 
just have to wait.”

“ N o b o d y  o n  e a r th  w o u ld  s a y  t h a t  in  a n  ad! 
E s p e c ia l ly  i f  y o u ’ re  g o in g  f o r  e x p o r t s . ”

“Clark Kent would. Look, customers want to know 
the truth — how long an order is actually going to 
take.”

1 c ra s h  to  e a r th .  C a n  S u p e rm a n  s u r v iv e  th is  m ild -  
m a n n e re d  o n s la u g h t?  I  w re s t le  a g a in s t  th e  k n o c k ­
o u t  b lo w  a n d  m u t te r  w e a k ly ,  “ W e  w o n ’ t  f i t  i t  a l l  
in . ”

“Then leave out the rubberman.”

W h a te v e r  h a p p e n e d  to  b o ld  c r e a t iv i t y ,  I  a s k  m y s e lf .  
W ith  M D ’s l ik e  th is ,  w h o  ne ed s  K r y p to n .  W ith o u t  a 
d ro p  o f  m e rc y ,  h e  d e liv e rs  th e  f in a l  b lo w :

“Just say: RUBBER & ALLIED IS ONE OF THE FEW 
COMPANIES LEFT IN THE WORLD THAT WILL HAND- 
BUILD DRIVE BELTS, HOSES, etc., AND MAKE 
MOULDINGS OF ANY SHAPE IN ANY SPECIAL 
COMPOUND, AND DO IT FAST.”

K r y p t ic a l ly ,  h e  a d d s :

“But we are not Supermen. Get the picture?”

“ T h e  p ic tu r e ? ”  I  re e l a n d  g a s p  f o r  l i fe ,  g ra s p  a t  a 
s t r a w ,  a n y th in g :  “ Y o u  m e a n  S u p e rm a n , b e n d in g  
s o l id  ru b b e r ,  in  F u l l  C o lo u r? . . . ”

“No thanks. Put it down in black and white.”

I g ro a n . C la r k  K e n t,  th e  t r u t h f u l  r e p o r te r ,  w in s  th e  
d a y  — b u t  w h o  ne ed s  S u p e rm a n ?  C a n  S u p e rm a n  
s o m e h o w  s l ip  o u t  o f  t h is  on e?  W h a te v e r  h a p p e n s , 
i t ’ l l  b e  a t ig h t  squeeze .

I RUBBER & ALLIED 
PRODUCTSTjrTTe'o Specialists in Rubber Technology

A member of the worldwide BTR Group.

P.O. Box 8 0 3 4 , B elm ont, B ulaw ayo, Z im babw e, Tel: 7 0 6 8 0 , 7 2 5 5 6 , 7 2 5 4 5 ,
7 2 5 4 4 , 7 6 1 4 9 , Telex: 3 3 3 3 2  RAAP ZW
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P resident M u g a b e  A d d resses
M a y  D ay

T h e  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  A m a i  M u g a b e  c o n g r a t u l a t i n g  C o m r a d e  S h e l t e r  J a s i ,  1 9 9 0  W o r k e r  o f  t h e  Y e a r

T
he worker is a very v ita l asset in the 
development of any nation. In recog­
n it io n  o f th e  im p o r ta n t  ro le  

the worker plays in society, the Government 
has for the past ten years com m itted itself 
to the im provem ent of the working environ­
ment at all work-places through various 
health and safety prom otional activities.

As Zimbabweans joined the whole world 
in com m em m orating the workers’ day, His 
Excellency, President Robert Mugabe to ld 
several thousands of people at Rufaro Stadi­
um tha t Government remains com m itted to 
the concept of free collective bargaining, both 
as a philosophy and a system which will ena­
ble both employees and employers to bar­
gaining on an equal standing on every aspect 
of em ploym ent condition.

Following is the full text of the President’s 
speech:

“ It is once again the tim e and the occa­
sion when we are called upon to com ­
memorate and celebrate the achievements 
of our workers not on ly in Zimbabwe but 
throughout the progressive world.

In Zimbabwe, May Day has, since Indepen­
dence, come to be recognised and celebrat­
ed as a true State Occasion. This enables us, 
as Zimbabweans, to accord proper appreci­
ation to  our workers, living or dead, for the 
contribution they have made to the develop­
m ent o f our country. We, therefore, join 
hands, on th is day, in a tru ly  united and in ­
dependent Zimbabwe in paying homage to 
the workers and encouraging them to con­
fron t the problems they face every day in 
the ir efforts to  sustain not only themselves 
bu t also and more im portan tly  our nation.

Government’s Priority
M y Government is firm ly  com m itted to up­
lifting  the well-being and prosperity of our 
workers. It is our p rio rity  as a people's 
Government to ensure the complete fu lfil­
m ent of all our w orker’s fundam ental rights 
at w o rk  places. In pursuance of these objec­
tives, m y Government, through the M in istry 
of Labour, M anpower Planning and Social 
Welfare, prom ulgated the Labour Relations 
Act of 1985 and also created the necessary 
institutional structures to further improve on 
the w orking conditions of the workers. Our

goal is:

a) to  harmonise our laws and promote 
com m on em ploym ent standards to 
com ply w ith  the convention of the In­
ternational Labour Organisation (ILO) 

and

b) to  strengthen the role of workers and 
employer organisations in the day-to- 
day adm inistration of labour laws.

Through the ILO, Zimbabwe has also ra ti­
fied a num ber of labour standards in an a t­
tem pt to  im prove the basic w ork ing 

conditions.

Our country is a member of several region­
al and international labour related organisa­
tions which have direct relevance and benefit 
to  the workers’ welfare. Zimbabwe now hosts 
such notable orgnaisations as the 1L0/SATEP 
(Southern African Team for Employment Pro­
motion), ARLAC and ILO/IYB (Improve your 
Business), all of which positively influence the 
im provem ent o f working conditions and 
labour adm inistration to meet specified in ­
ternational standards.
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Unemployment Problem
M y government is aware of the critica l 
problem  of unem ploym ent in the country 
and is especially concerned by its high inci­
dence among the youth, particu larly school 
leavers, among the disabled, the women and 
the unskilled. W ith a population grow th rate 
tha t is close to the average economic growth 
rate in the recent years, the problem  be­
comes even more acute. An estimated aver­
age of 100 000 school leavers a year be 

tween 1985 and 1988 joined the labour mar 
ket each year in direct contrast to  the 7 000 
jobs created annually in the form al sector 
over the same period. Hence, drastic action 
needs to  be taken as a m atter o f urgency 
on the em ploym ent front.

Government w ill continue to focus on poli­
cy and adm inistrative measures tha t are 
necessary to  stim ulate and -accelerate eco­
nom ic grow th to  expand the basis for em ­
ploym ent opportunities. The attention of 
Government for the next decade is thus to 
redirect our investment in to the material sec­
tors to  provide a sustainable economic base 
conducive to  economic expansion and con­
sequent em ploym ent growth in  all sectors 
o f our economy.

Call tor Investment
We are aware tha t the m ajor cause o f un­
em ploym ent has been the slow rate of in ­
vestment in new productive ventures which 
has resulted in  a higher labour force grow th 
than the rate o f job creation. A new invest­
m ent code has now been introduced to 
stim ulate and prom ote investm ent both 
domestic and foreign. This policy was further 
supported by the creation of the Investment 
Centre in 1989. It is pleasing to  note tha t 
since its inception, projects w orth  more than 
$400 m illion have been approved which are 
expected to  create more than 5 000 jobs. 
Small-scale industries w ill be promoted more 
actively as the ir potentia l for em ploym ent 
generation is relatively high. Government has 
also decided to  give title  deeds to  grow th 
points in order to  encourage investment and 
development at such places.

Although unem ploym ent has been fe ll 
th roughout the economy, the problem has 
sadly been made worse for the disabled. This 
is a serious ind ictm ent o f our society which 
tends to  favour the able-bodied a t the ex­
pense o f the disabled. The situation is par­
ticu la rly  d isturb ing in instances where dis­
ablement has been interpreted to  mean ina­
b ility . As a result o f these prejudices, disa­
bled ex-combatants and those disabled 
through natural and other causes have all 
suffered under unfavourable em ploym ent 
conditions. M y Government w ill continue to 
seek ways of alleviating the ir p light. It may 
be necessary to  prom ulgate legislation to 
equalise opportunities for all, in  addition to 
expanding the sphere of operation by disa­
bled citizens.

Vital Asset
The worker is, adm ittedly, a very v ita l asset 
in the development o f any nation. However, 
it  is sad to  note tha t at times m any workers 
are denied the opportun ity  to  play a 
meaningful role in the development o f the 
nation as a result o f unhealthy and unsafe 
w orking conditions tha t cause both physi­
cal in ju ry  and ill-health. Such conditions, if

allowed to prevail, deprive the worker of the 
right to  contribute maximally to the econom­
ic development of the country.

in recognition of the im portan t role the 
w orker plays, m y Government has, for the 
past ten years, com m itted itself to  the im ­
provement of the working environm ent at 
all w ork places through various health and 
safety prom otional activities. These activities 
range from  factory teach-ins, health and safe­
ty  provincial seminars, courses for safety 
representatives and safety advisors. Through 
these prom otional activities, over 40 000 
workers are reached annually, in an en­
deavour to  cu rta il occupation-re lated 
accidents.

The need for Health.Services
Occupational health services are essential as 
they ensure tha t each w orker is assigned a 
task tha t is commensurate w ith  h is /h e r 

physical and m ental capability. These serv­
ices aim at ensuring tha t all those exposed 
to health risks are periodically examined. In 
pursuance-of th is goal, and since the receipt 
o f the W orkers’ M obile Health Clinic, over 
2 000 workers engaged in risky occupations 
have been m edically screened.

Additionally, in the effort to ensure the 
nealth of the worker, m y Government has 
intensified prom otional activities related to 
the establishment o f occupational health 
services at all w o rk-places.

Furthermore, in order to enhance the qual­
ity  o f the w orking environment, the Govern­
m ent has established a w ork environm ent 
laboratory. This laboratory w ill be utilised to 
analyse various airborne contaminants in the 
w o rk  environm ent tha t can give rise to  oc­
cupationally related diseases, especially the 
toxic chemicals.

A lthough it is not the aim of Government 
to legislate for every detail in the w ork place, 
we have seen it  fit to improve on the occupa­
tional health and safety legislation. This 
move is intended to  ensure tha t such legis­
la tion keeps abreast w ith  industria l techno­
logical advancements, which, unfortunately, 
introduce new hazards in to the work-place. 

Social Security Act
To this end, the recently promulgated Nation­
al Social Security A uthority  Act, through the 
Accident Prevention and Workers’ Compen­
sation Instrument, clearly outlines the duties 
of manufacturers, importers, designers and 
suppliers o f machinery and substances lia ­
ble to  cause risks to  health. Other aspects 
of this instrument relate to the establishment 
at w ork places o f occupational health serv­
ices; safety committees and appointm ent of 
safety reDresantatives.
I am pleased to  announce tha t the Social 
Security Scheme for the protection of w or­
kers, which Government has been working 
on since 1982, is now a reality, subsequent 
to  the successful promulgation of the Nation­
al Social Security Authority Act. The Authori­
ty  is managed by a tripartite  Board, compris­
ing members from  the employers and w or­
kers organisations and Government appoin­
tees. Already the Workers’ Compensation In 
surance Fund has been transferred to  the 
A uthority  and final touches are being put on 
the National Pensions and Short-Term Benefit 
Scheme before its approval by the Board and 
Parliament.

W ith most of the w ork  on the scheme com­
pleted, it  is hoped tha t the National Pensions 
and Short-Term Benefits w ill be operational 
as soon as possible. The scheme w ill assist 
in closing the social imbalances we inherit­
ed in our society for the benefit o f our w ork 

force.

Role of expatriate personnel 
The country’s reliance on expatriate person­
nel may seem contradictory to our em ploy­
m ent creation policies, b u t this has been 
necessitated by  the scarcity of adequate 
skilled manpower in the economy. This state 
of affairs is partly due to the outflow of skilled 
personnel at Independence and the continu­
ous technological advancements being made 
which require certain skills. Recruitment of 
expatriates is perm itted m ain ly in critical 
skills shortage areas but, in every case, steps 
are taken to ensure tha t skills are transferred 
to  Zimbabwean understudies. The Govern­
ment has also been establishing new tra in ­
ing institutions and expanding existing ones 
in  order to tra in more manpower to  fill the 
skills shortage areas. This w ill also help to 
speed up the pace of African advancement 
and ultim ate control.

Wage Policy
Let me say a w ord about the salary review 
fo r 1990. Government remains com m itted 
to  the concept of free collective bargaining, 
both as a philosophy and a system which 
w ill enable both employees and employers 
to  bargain on an equal standing on every 
aspect of em ploym ent conditions. Govern­
ment has now completed an economic anal­
ysis indicating w hat wage and salary levels 
the economy can carry. The M inister of 
Labour, Manpower Planning and Social Wel­
fare w ill soon announce the wage policy 
along which wage negotiations w ill take 
place th is year. For now, it  is certainly im ­
po rtan t tha t we lay down parameters for 
such negotiations in the interest of both the 
w orker and the economy.

Yet, I w ou ld  also wish here to underscore 
the po in t tha t higher levels of remuneration 
m ust be accompanied not only by higher 
performance levels but also by a higher sense 
o f responsibility on the part of the workers 
themselves. The tendency, which we see 
nowadays, to  participate in  strikes for higher 
wages or other forms of improvement in con­
ditions o f service, w ithout any apparent con­
sideration of the adverse consequences of 
such actions on other people or the nation 
as a whole, should surely be pu t to  an end. 
The safety, health, welfare and, indeed, the 
lives of our people should surely count for 
more than the extra dollars to  one’s pay 
packet. Any attem pt to  in tim idate or stam ­
pede Government in the desired direction of 
such action is ill-conceived and counter­
productive. But I can assure you tha t we are 
not opposed as Government to strike action 
in  principle.

I would like to w ish you happiness in your 
celebrations and thank you for the hard work 
done in the past year. I hope tha t you w ill 
com m it yourselves to  w orking much hard­
er in the current year.

I thank you. □
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W o rker's  Position Needs  
M ore Im provem ents

Staff Reporter

T he setting o f m in im um  wages, the con­
tro l o f firings, legal provisions of 

workers rights in the Labour Relations Act 
and the National Social Security Scheme have 
been cited as positive developments on the 
part o f the w orker in the post-independence 
period.

However, while delivering a speech at this 
year’s M ay Day celebrations at Rufaro Stadi­

um, the Acting President of the Zimbabwe 
Congress of Trade Union (ZCTU), Comrade 
Gibson Sibanda pointed out tha t the labour 
movement today strongly believes that it  w ill 
soon face a m ajor crisis as the revolution of 
rising frustration grip the workers in their bid 
to better the ir conditions.

Comrade Sibanda said th is year’s theme

is ‘Trade Union Rights are basic human 
rights ’ and he added tha t no o ther tim e has 
this been more appropriate than in 1990, ten 
years after independence.

“ Government pronouncements indicate 
tha t we have to  engage in collective bargain­
ing as pa rt of our struggle to  exercise our 
genuine rights as workers . . . Our only 
problem w ith  it  is th a t these pronounce­
ments have, to  say the least, been very 
vague” , Comrade Sibanda said and appealed 
to  the state through the M in is try  of Labour, 
M anpower Planning and Social Welfare to 
c la rify  the pronouncements as a m atter of 
urgency to  enable the union to  move sw ift­
ly  and adapt to  the new labour relations 

climate.

He expressed concern at the fragmenta­
tion of workers in to  various sectorial groups 
governed by  separate legislation and asked 
for clarification of the concept and scope for 
free collective bargaining in order to  

m eaningfully enhance the position o f the 
worker.

The ZCTU Acting President pointed out that 
some employers refuse to  negotiate, argu­
ing tha t the parameters have yet to  be de­
fined by Government.

“ Because o f th is we end up fighting, in ­
stead o f engaging in to  meaningful partner­
ship, w ith  our Government” , he said adding 
tha t “ such fights in the m a jo rity  of cases 
benefit the employer and disadvantage the 

workers” .
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N a t i o n a l  R a i l w a y s  w o r k e r s  o n  a  r o u t i n e  r a i l r o a d  m a i n t e n a n c e  s h i f t

“ Even if the state is to announce the 
parameters today, we w ill be caught up in 
an uncom prom ising disadvantage. There is 
no tim e to hammer out a deal before the 
trad ition a l July wage increm ents,”  he 
elaborated.

It was pointed out tha t there is an erosion 
o f w hat workers gained during the past 10 
years. M in im um  wages have been the m ax­
im um  wages for the lower paid.

“ No extra benefits are awarded, and yet, 
everybody knows tha t both the em ployer 
and tha t w orker buy the same bread at the 
same price and the same bakery.

. . the category of workers m ost affect­
ed are those employed in the private sector. 
The private sector workers, for example, farm 
workers are undoubtedly the most disadvan­
taged and they always come last in policy 
determ inations” , Comrade Sibanda said.

Farm workers are not allowed to  engage 
in collective job action as a means of redress­
ing their grievances and employers are quick 
to appeal to  the state to invoke its massive 
legislative arsenal to  deal w ith  the workers.

He w ent on to say tha t emergency pow ­
ers protect employers to the extent that they 
have nothing to  fear, they do not respect 
trade unionists and do not regard their w ork 
as im portan t because they w ill always fail 
back o n ' governm ent sym pa th y  and 
understanding.

The ZCTU wants national legislation to pre­
vent arbitrary firings, allow workers to strike 
if they are being asked to work in unsafe con­
ditions, guarantee the right of workers to un­
ion representation on the boards of compa­
nies w ith  more than 100 workers, and ob­
lige employers to  negotiate w ith  unions be­
fore im plem enting any m ajor changes at 

workplaces.

“ These are basic rights . . .  the state, the 
employers and the workers m ust regard 
these fundam ental goals, among others, as 
basic rights", he explained.

He further stated tha t the union wants the 
right to cause change in any legislation which 
they see as hindering the up liftm ent of w o r­
kers and tha t some mechanism should be 
devised to  accommodate ideas from  the 
labour m ovem ent on matters perta in ing to 
the activities o f workers.

Adding on the erosion of workers gains 
Comrade Sibanda explained tha t unem ploy­
ment, the cost o f transport, housing, school 
fees, exam ination fees and levies and the 
general poverty throughout the country have 
pu t a heavy strain on the w orker’s meagre 
m in im um  wage.

The trade unionist, however, commented 
the removal up to  a certain income level of 
taxation on annual bonuses as a significant 
change in one aspect o f taxation.

In addition to  the tax-free bonuses, the 
ZCTU believes tha t an annual bonus must be 
com pulsory and should be a right for every 
employee. He said m ost companies tha t do 
no t pay bonus waste a lo t of com pany in ­

come buying executive cars and paying huge 
allowances for managerial employees.

He, however expressed concern at the 
heavy taxation of basic commodities for the 
poor section of society.

“ ZCTU would like to  urge the Government 
to seriously consider removing or at least sig­
nificantly reduce taxa tion on all basic 
com m odities".

Regarding the urban workers and the sup­
po rt they give to  the bu lk  of the rural areas, 
Comrade Sibanda said unless the land ques­
tion  is resolved and the standard of liv ing 
improved, the position of the workers “ w ill 
continue to be precarious” .

He added tha t urgency of implem enting 
a vigorous land reform  programme needed 
no further emphasis and believed tha t there 
are no short-cuts to the problem  as it is in ­
extricably linked to  unemployment.

“ A re-organisation of our communal lands 
would contribute immensely to the provision 
o f jobs in our society. Such changes should 
help lay the groundwork to the provision of 
solutions to the unemployment problem” , he 
said.

Comrade Sibanda suggested tha t Govern­
m ent should undertake a long term  infras­
tructura l development. This should not only 
be on areas where people w ill be resettled 
bu t also where they come from  in order to

arrest the deteriorating environmental situ­
ation in the com m unal areas.

“ As long as land continues to be a social 
security in our economic and cultural con­
cepts we cannot afford to remove the issue 
on the agenda or downgrade its p rio rity ” , 
the Acting President of ZCTU said.

Commenting on the collective bargaining 
system, Comrade M organ Tsvangirai, the 
Secretary General of the Zimbabwe Congress 
o f Trade Unions, said the labour movement 
welcomed and adopted it.

He praised the Government's decision of 
setting the m in im um  wage rise percentage 
and leave the employer and employee to de­

term ine the ceiling after negotiations.

“ If the Government determines the m axi­
m um  wage increments, there is a danger of 
no improvements as th is deprives workers 
of the opportunity to negotiate w ith their em­
ployers” , Comrade Tsvangirai said.

The ZCTU Secretary General revealed that 
trade unionists have been in camp polish­
ing up ways and mapping out strategies to 
be used in negotiations.

He however, expressed concern at w hat 
he called w rongly tim ed price increases of 
some basic commodities which he said were 
going to  nu llify  the whole negotiating 
process. He added tha t the price increases 
undermine the increments which would have 
been awarded to workers. □
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Ministry to Redress 
Shortage of Neurologists

Staff Reporter

T
he M in istry of Health is looking at the 
shortage of neurologists in Zimbabwe 
w ith  a view to im proving the 

situation.

Addressing the ninth bi-annual meeting of 
the Pan-African Association of Neurological 
Sciences in Harare recently, the Deputy 
M in ister of Health, Comrade Swithun Mom- 
beshora said the shortage of expert 
specialists in Zimbabwe is critical. He urged 
the association to  discuss ways of redress­
ing the shortage of neurologists, neu- 
rologeons, and neuro-scientists in Africa.

“ This is m ost urgent especially when one 
considers the escalating and unaffordable 
costs of tra in ing Africans in North America 
and Europe. In Zimbabwe, the shortage of 
specialists is desparate. The m in is try  is now 
looking at this very closely w ith  a view  to 
im proving and redressing the situation,”  
Comrade Mombeshora revealed.

Neurologists are doctors who study or 
treat diseases of the nervous system.

The objectives of the meeting were to ex­
change inform ation concerning neurological

problems in Africa, help each other w ith  the 
solutions to these problems, encourage 
cooperation in matters of research and pro ­
mote Anglophone-Francophone interaction. 
The association resolved to meet every other 
tw o  years in some centre in Africa.

. .This type of fo ru m .. .provides oppor­
tun ities for common problems to be dis­
cussed by experts and common approaches 
and strategies for solving these problems 
worked out is m ost welcome and encourag­
ing,”  he said.

A t independence, he said, Zimbabwe 
declared the po licy of equity in  health and 
prim ary  health care as the strategy for 
achieving Health for A ll by the year 2000. 
The prim ary health care strategy must have 
a strong, efficient and effective referral chain 
and back-up support system.

On the relationship between Primary 
-Health Care and neurological sciences, he 
said the sciences’ care and services consti­
tu te  an im portant and indespensable part ol 
the referral system of the prim ary health care 
w ith ou t which the strategy cannot succeed.

C o m r a d e  S w i t h u n  M o m b e s h o r a ,  
t h e  D e p u t y  M i n i s t e r  o f  H e a l t h

The Deputy Minister paid tribute to  the late 
and eminent physicians, teachers and scien­
tists like Professor Collomb o f Dakar, Profes­
sor Odeku of Ibadan, Professor Dada of La 
gos and Doctors Sorom and El-Bahamwi of 
Egypt. He expressed the hope tha t the meet­
ing’s recommendations w ill help govern­
ments in developing policies and plans that 
w ill ensure better neurological services and 
care in future. □
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Magadu Re-elected to 
Lead Urban Councils

C o m r a d e  F o r b e s  M a g a d u  —  R e - e l e c t e d  
P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U r b a n  C o u n c i l s  A s s o c i a t i o n  
o f  Z i m b a b w e

T he 49th Annual Conference of Urban 
Councils Association o f Zimbabwe was 

held at the end o f M ay th is year in Nyanga. 
A number of resolutions were passed to 
strengthen local authorities. The conference 
resolved that local authorities should provide 
the necessary in frastructure to facilitate in ­
vestment in the ir localities.

Some of the resolutions were tha t local 
authorities seriously consider providing in ­
centives such as reduced rate changes to 
complement sim ilar incentives provided by 
the government.

•  Local authorities should enter in to  jo in t 
ventures w ith  local and foreign investors 
to  create em ploym ent opportunities.

•  Locai authorities should pursue actively 
the question of promoting tourism w ith in 
their localities.

(Continued next page)
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B i n d u r a

•  They should consider appointing a com­
m ittee to  deal exclusively w ith  invest­

ment matters.

•  That they w ork closely w ith  the central 
government in elim inating bureaucratic 
procedures which were likely to  dis­
courage would-be investors.

•  That local authorities reiterated their 
previous resolution tha t the ir breweries 
be exempted from  excise du ty as they 
were an arm of the government.

•  That prio rity  be given to local authorities 
in the allocation of foreign currency for 
the purchase of p lant, equipment and 

vehicles.

•  That they accept the M in ister of Local 
Government, Rural and Urban Develop­
ment’s challenge and recommendations 
tha t individual local authorities come up 
w ith  the ir own investment.

•  That they consider setting up jo in t ven­
tures for the provision of urban transport 
and to  seek the necessary assistance 
from the m inister concerned on securing 
buses, spare parts and foreign currency

M u t a r e
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Meanwhile at the same meeting Comrade 
Forbes Magadu was re-elected as president 
of the association unopposed for the second 
tim e running w ith  Comrade Jareth Ndlovu 
also re-elected as firs t Vice-President.

Harare M ayor Clr Simon Chikwavaire was 

elected second vice president.

Present at the conference was Comrade 
Joseph Msika the M inister of Local Govern­
ment, Rural and Urban Development who 
also urged local authorities to  maximise their 
drive to create employment, industrialise and 
provide qua lity  housing and transport in 

the ir cities and towns.

Comrade Msika also went on to  say tha t 
although urban councils could play a major 
role in investment and income generation, 
they were ill-equipped to play a significant 

role directly.

“ Your m ajor role should be tha t of a facili­

tator of investment into your areas. This me­
ans that you must have adequate infrastruc­
ture and housing” , Comrade Msika said.

He also w ent on to challenge councils to 
enter in to  jo in t ventures in order to provide

H w a n g e
quality  transport system.

The Urban Council Association of Zim­
babwe is a member of the in ternationa l Ur­
ban Local Authority Association of the world

G w e r u

In addition to that, Z imbabwe is the 
secretariat for African Urban Councils Associ­
ation of Africa which runs from Cape to Cairo 
which meets anually to  discuss problems at 
country level.

The Urban Councils Association ot Zim ­
babwe was established in 1940. Since 1924 
Urban Local Authorities have been meeting 
on an annual basis to  discuss the ir common 
problems.

The current president of the association is 
Comrade Forbes Magadu who is also the 
c o u n c il ch a irm a n  fo r th e  to w n  o f 

Chitungwiza.

The present membership of the association 
comprises of the follow ing Urban Local 
Authorities of the following cities, municipal­
ities and tow n councils: Harare, Bulawayo, 
Gweru, Mutare, Kwekwe, Kadoma, Masvin­
go, Chinhoyi, Marondera, Chegutu, Redcliff, 
Chitungwiza, Shurugwi, V ictoria Falls, Kari- 

ba and Hwange local tow n board.

Attendance at the 49th Annual Conference

L/A Delegates Observers Officials Others Total

City of Harare 10 15 9 4 38

Bulawayo 7 13 2 — 22

Chitungwiza 6 7 2 1 16

Gweru 5 10 3 2 20

Mutare 5 3 2 — 10

Kwekwe 4 3 1 2 10

Kadoma 4 2 3 — 9

Chinhoyi 2 5 1 2 10

Masvingo 4 2 3 9

Marondera 2 4 2 — 8

Chegutu 2 2 4 2 10

Redcliff 2 1 1 1 5

Victoria Falls T/C 1 — 1 — 2

Shurugwi 1 — 1 — 3

Kariba 1 — 1 —*■ 2

Hwange 1 — 1 — 2

Total 57 67 36 14 176
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Msika Calls for Collective Efforts 
in Industrialisation and 
Employment Creation

C o m r a d e  J o s e p h  M s i k a ,  M i n i s t e r  o f  L o c a l  
G o v e r n m e n t ,  R u r a l  a n d  U r b a n  D e v e l o p m e n t

T he central government, Local A uthori­
ties and the private sector must give 

m axim um  attention to industrialisation and 
employm ent creation, provision of sufficient 
housing as well as provision of adequate 
transport in both rura l and urban areas.

Addressing the 49th Conference o f the Ur­
ban Councils Association o f Zimbabwe in 
Nyanga on M ay 22, the National Chairman 
o f ZANU PF who is also the M in ister o f Lo­
cal Government, Rural and Urban Develop­
ment, Comrade Joseph Msika said he was 
pleased tha t the association has already 
taken up investment as the theme for its 
congress.

Present at the conference were the Presi­
dent of the association, Comrade Forbes 
Magadu, the M in ister of Public Construction 
and National Housing, Comrade Enos Chiko- 
wore, the President of the Internal Union of 
local authorities (African Section) Mr. Dijerg, 
delegates from  Botswana, M alaw i and Tan­
zania, provincial governors, mayors, town 
clerks, chairpersons o f rura l councils and 
other senior government officials.

Following is the fu ll tex t of the speech:-

Comrade President and members of the Ur­
ban Councils Association o f Zimbabwe, we 
are gathered here at the 49th congress of 
your association during the 10th anniversary 
o f our independence^ In reviewing the Urban 
scene during the past few years, we have ev­
ery reason to be proud o f the tremendous 
strides achieved by all urban councils to 
make urban areas f it places for our people 
to  live in  freedom and dignity.

Prior to  independence, urban areas were 
the homes of a racially privileged white

m inority  population. The few blacks residing 
in the so-called African locations or tow n ­
ships were by law  allowed to  live in urban 
areas on ly  because they served as a reser­
vo ir o f cheap labour for white owned indus­
try  and commerce and as domestic servants. 
There was, therefore, no question of prov id ­
ing Africans w ith  proper and adequate hous­
ing, schools, clinics, hospitals, recreational 
facilities, etc because urban areas were not 
intended to  be the ir permanent homes. In 
fact, for the greater pa rt of the colonial and 
w hite settler era, an African needed a per­
m it to  reside in urban areas.

Of course, the 18th April, 1980 saw all that 
disappear. Our revolutionary government 
guaranteed the freedom of movement and 
the right of every man, woman and child to 
live wherever they choose to in Zimbabwe. 
The h itherto closed urban doors were sud­
denly flung open and many a rural fo lk be­
gan to move to  the c ity  or town. This rural 
to  urban m ovement has since increased at 
a very fast pace

Whereas the infrastructure of the pre­
independence urban centre was geared for 
a sm all w h ite  popu la tion , the po s t­
independence urban centre is now confront­
ed by a vastly increasing population of free 
Zimbabweans, w ith  high expectations and 
demanding — righ tly  so — the same quali­
ty  o f services previously accorded the van­
quished w hite settler population.

Comrades and friends, it  is this revolution 
tha t has confronted all c ity  fathers during 
the past ten years. The question is, have the 
c ity  fathers risen to the occasion and acquit­
ted themselves well. I believe that, given the 
lim ited resources at the ir disposal, the an­
swer is yes, tremendous gains have been 
scored by all councils inclusive of rura l/d is- 
tr ic t councils.

In the whole o f Africa, it  is said, and I to ­
ta lly  believe it, tha t Zimbabwe is one coun­
try, if not the only country, tha t can look at 
itself squarely in the face, in front of a m ir­
ror, and say, “ We did the best in providing 
roads, schools, clinics and hospitals in both 
urban and rura l areas. We did an excellent 
job in providing adequate clean water and 
sanitation for every resident o f urban areas, 
and we are making notable advancements 
in providing housing and recreational facili­
ties for urban dwellers.”

Comrades and friends, I do not w ish to  be 
gu ilty  of making you believe tha t you have 
done a perfect job. Far from  it. You have be­
gun well but much more needs to  be done.

It is for this reason tha t his excellency, the 
president in his address to the nation on 18th 
April 1990 indicated three m ajor areas of de­

velopment which have greatly fallen behind 
and to which central government, local 
authorities, the private sector and indeed the 
whole nation must give maximum attention.

These are.-

Industrialisation and employm ent creation, 
provision of sufficient bu t quality housing as 
well as provision of adequate transport in 
both rura l and urban areas.

These are the three challenges before the 
nation. Indeed, these are the challenges be­
fore your 49 th  congress. I am therefore 
pleased, Mr. President, tha t your association 
has already taken up one of these challenges 
— investment — as the theme for its 49th 
congress. I therefore hope tha t some useful 
ideas regarding the role of urban councils in 
prom oting industrial and commercial invest­
ments w ill come out of your deliberations.

Mr. President, Comrades and Friends, while 
I do not wish to pre-empt your deliberations, 
a llow  me, however, to suggest one or two 
approaches to your discussions.

First, I honestly believe tha t while urban 
councils can play a m ajor role in the invest­
ment programme, tha t is in  m anufacturing 
and commercial ventures and thus create 
m any more jobs as well as generate incomes 
for council revenues, urban councils are 
presently ill-equipped to take the leading role 
in  investment. The m ajor role of urban coun­
cils should be tha t of facilitators or attrac­
tors of investments in to  the ir areas.

Secondly, it  is m y considered opinion that 
the prim ary objective of every urban coun­
cil is to create such an attractive environ­
m ent as to  make it impossible for both lo­
cal and foreign investors to say no to invest­
ing in the ir cities. An urban council should 
be like a lady who goes to  a beauty shop 
for a thorough beauty treatm ent before a 
“ date”  w ith  a handsome gentleman so that 
every piece of hair, finger-nail or toe-nail, 
tooth, lipstick, eyebrow, etc is in place to en­
sure tha t she captures the man.

Likewise, urban councils m ust behave like 
pontentia l brides or bridegrooms shopping 
fo r a mate tha t is investment. To succeed 
they m ust ensure tha t they have adequate 
in frastructure tha t is roads and storm water 
drainages, water and sewerage reticulation 
and sewerage treatm ent plants, electricity, 
refuse removal systems, schools, clinics, 
hospitals and recreational facilities. Above all, 
they m ust have adequate housing a n d /o r 
serviced stands to acommodate workers to 
enable industry and commerce to build bus­
iness or residential accomodation for the ir 
own employees.
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A part from  having a high standard of 
tarred roads and streets, councils m ust en­
sure tha t there is also provision of adequate 
transport. While it  is recognised tha t public 
transport is s till in the hands of central 
government or foreign investors, there is no 
law  or government policy forbidding urban 
councils from  becoming partners in the pro ­
vision of urban passenger transport. I there­
fore urge councils to  give th is m atter seri­

ous consideration.

Thirdly, councils should actively promote 
both local and external investments. To this 
extend your association m ay w ish to  con­
sider setting up an “ investment research and 
prom otion com m ittee”  to assist councils in 

th is  matter.

In this respect, several potentia l investors, 
bo th  local and external, have begun making 
enquiries in the m in istry regarding potentia l 
areas of investment. It w ou ld  be useful to  
have a referral po in t w ith in  the structure of 

you r association.

Finally, it  is not enough to  provide the in ­
frastructure and to a ttract investors. Coun­
cils m ust retain the present investors and 
persuade the same to expand the ir activities 
w ith in  the council area by efficiently and ef­
fectively managing the local au thority  area. 
A manufacturer w ill not stay in a town where 
roads and streets are always full of pot-holes, 
street-lights do not work, refuse is all-over 
the streets and alleys, sewerage is broken 
down and affluent-flows all over or the water 
supply is unreliable qr undrinkable etc. an 
investor w ill no t stay in a c ity  where coun­
cil employees are corrupt, lazy or hostile to 

him  when he seeks services or advice from 

them in order to ensure tha t his business suc­
ceeds. In short, a well managed council, w ill 

a ttrac t and retain investors.

Mr. President, comrades and friends, these 
comments are not intended to stifle your 
deliberations on the conference theme. I look 
fo rw a rd  to  hearing y o u r v iew s and 

approaches.

I m ust however take note of a few con­
straints tha t have previously hindered ade­
quate provision of in frastructure and serv­
ices as well as proper management of 

councils.

These are:

Revenue
Councils consider tha t the national revenue 
is un fa irly d istributed between central 
government and local authorities no tw ith ­
standing the fact tha t central government 
continues to increase the responsibilities of 
local authorities such as education, health, 
roads and maintenance o f infrastructure 
w ith o u t a corresponding increase in the 

revenue base.

On this issue, councils are supported by 
bo th  m y m in is try  and the Tax Commission 
report. Following consultations among coun­
cils and between your association and the 
m in istry, the fo llow ing recommendations 
have been forwarded to central government 
for its consideration

. . . A c c e p t a b l e  h o u s i n g  f o r  a l l

F inancing the  local p lan
Local authorities have pointed out tha t while 
it  is necessary th a t the ir local plans be in ­
tegrated in to  the national plan fram ework 
the capital financing mechanism for such 
plans needs to  be spelt out by the national 
planning agency so.that the preparation of 
such development plans does not continue 
to  be an exercise in fu tility  as it  is at the mo­
ment. The national planning agency is urged 
to do much more on this area. Capital finance 
is being allocated on an ad-hoc basis and 
very often chopped w ithou t any consulta­
tions to the extent tha t most local authori­

ties no longer subm it P.S.I.P. bids.

A ccounting
The need for standardisation of accounting

and the systematic integration of the va ri­
ous accounts is accepted by all local authori­
ties. The M in is try  is already in the process 
o f doing this for the new rural d is tric t coun­
cils. A standardised accounting handbook 
has already been prepared. A fter th is one, 
another one for urban councils w ill be 

prepared.

O ther Recom m endations
The other recommendations from  councils 
tha t are being considered by central govern­
ment in order to  strengthen local govern­
m ent institu tions are:-

An increase of education tu ition  grants 
from  the present levels by 100% for prim ary 
schools and 50% for secondary schools.
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Political backing to local authorities to  
charge education levies and increases in 
rates, tariffs and supplementary charges to 
meet capital development and running costs.

Fix health grants at 100% of local authori­
ties expenditures on health for all those earn­
ing less than $150 and 25% for the rest or 
alternatively approve re-introduction of clinic 
fees for all patients w ith  government grants 
s till being provided as at present and in 
respect of the destitute.

Provide sustainable level of capital finance 
to meet an increasing demand for infrastruc­
ture, housing urban services and m ain­
tenance to meet needs of an increasing u r­
ban population coupled w ith  politica l back­
ing for the approval o f corresponding tariff, 
rates supplem entary charges increases.

Increase road grants for state roads pass­
ing through urban areas to  100% of actual 
cost. Increase un it tax grants to  100% of 
collection.

Establish and enforce a com m on land 
evaluation system. Pay 50% rates to  provide 
general purpose grants in lieu of rates in ur 
ban areas Approve introduction of crop and 
livestock levies in respect o f the new rural 
d is tric t councils.

Provide in itia l cheap capital for income 
generating projects and assist in developing 
managerial, enterpreneurial skills in local 
authorities.

Effect revenue sharing proposals w ith  lo­
cal authorities on excise du ty  on traditional 
and clear beer. Increase beer levies by 1 qent 
per litre.

Comrade President, as these recommenda 
tions are now being considered by govern­
ment, I hope to  be able to report the results 
as soon as possible.

Capital development funds 
Another constraint is adequate capital, in 
particular, foreign currency to  enable coun­

cils to  expand the infrastructure and to  serv 
ice stands. The m in is try  recognizes this as 
a great obstacle at the m om ent but hopes 
tha t these problems w ill be resolved as soon 
as the Urban II development project comes 
in to effect shortly. Already councils, such as 
Bulawayo, are beneficiaries of Urban II as a 
result of advance loans having been allocat­
ed pending the signing of tha t agreement.

Equipment
W ith respect to the provision of development 
and maintenance equipment in urban areas, 
I am pleased to inform your association that 
orders w o rth  ZS50.6 m illion for the supply 
of ambulances, fire-fighting and other emer­
gency equipment have been placed w ith Brit­
ish and French suppliers. Deliveries w ill be­
gin towards the end of this year. The exact 
equipment ordered for each council was that 
requested by the respective council.

However, w ith  respect to  refuse removal 
trucks and other development and m ain­
tenance equipment it  has not been possible 
to place any orders as yet because the pro­
posed financing package has not been signed 
for reasons beyond the contro l of central 
government.

Manpower
M any councils have experienced an increase 
in the loss of qualified a n d /o r experienced 
staff, particularly in the technical and profes­
sional areas. To arrest the situation from  fur­
ther deterioration, government granted spe­
cial technical and professional allowances for 
all levels of council staff. A review is still un­
derway for those council departm ents not 
considered technical or professional w ith  a 
view of enhancing the conditions of service 
for employees in these departments. We 
hope tha t these measures w ill promote the 
recru itm ent and retention of qualified and 
experienced council staff as a whole.

Councillors’ allowances 
M y m in is try  has not forgotten the necessity 
to  ensure tha t the du lly elected representa­

tive of urban dwellers, the urban councillor, 
is supported by adequate council allowances 
to  enable him  or her to  carry out council 
duties. It has been noted tha t councillors al­

lowances have not been adjusted since 1986 
despite in flation over the years. According­
ly, w ith  effect from  1 st July 1990, council­
lors’ allowances in urban areas w ill be sub­
stan tia lly  increased to  align them w ith  the 
increase in in flation and other costs. Details 
o f the am ounts approved for each category 
of urban councils w ill be published in the 
Government Gazette early next month. 
Meanwhile the Secretary for Local Govern­
ment, Rural and Urban Development w ill ad 
vise each town clerk to submit the necessary 
budgetary proposals for approval by the 
M inister.

Mr. President, 1 notice on your agenda that 
you have a paper on the issue of a unified 
franchise between Government and ZUPCO.

The Franchise agreement is a product of 
extensive and protracted consultations and 
negotiations between government and ZUP­
CO. A t critical stages in the consultation 
process, all urban councils were either re­
quested to attend crucial meetings or ap­
propria te documents e.g. draft franchise 
agreement, were availed to them. Their in ­
puts were sought and taken in to account.

Subsequent to  the signing of the agree­
ment, however, tw o issues have risen:- 

Some urban councils want the provision 
of bus shelters to be the responsibility of ZUP­
CO We see th is as a fixed asset which must 
be provided by councils as they provide 
roads and bus stops. The shelters can be 
managed as an income generating activ ity 
since they are leased to the bus operator. 
Advertising space on shelters can also be 
sold by councils. Shelters could also be erect­
ed by the private sector on behalf of the 
councils.

(Continued next page)
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In terms of section 139 of the Urban Coun­
cils Act. the provision of Omnibus Services 
and Stations is the responsibility of council. 
Council should not therefore abrogate their 
public responsibilities and expect a bus oper 

ator to  shoulder tha t responsibility.

Rural bus operators w ant a share of the 
cake that is they want to be allowed to oper­
ate in urban centres when the ir buses are 
not p ly ing the rura l areas. Whereas there 
m ay have been a case fo r th is p rio r to 
government taking 51 % shareholding in 
ZUPCO, the position is different now.

Mr. President, more new buses and m in i 
buses have been purchased to improve pub­
lic transport in urban areas. More are being

purchased. Government is committee; to 
solving the public transport, problems in ur 

ban areas.

Mr. President, Comrades and friends, in 
conclusion, m any o f you w ill be aware tha t 
the government of Zimbabwe was invited 
and accepted to host the Commonwealth 
conference of heads of state and government 
in September, 1991. This is indeed the 
greatest honour bestowed on Zimbabwe by 
the Commonwealth. While most of the ac­
tiv ities w ill be held in Harare and Victoria 
Falls town, many heads of state and govern 
ment plan to visit your cities as well as rural 
communities. Cabinet has assigned the 
M in istry of Local Government, Rural and Ur­

ban Development the responsibility of ensur­
ing tha t the physical environm ent through­
ou t the country is clean and conducive to 
the v is it of so m any heads of state and 

government.

I therefore take this opportun ity  to invite 
all councils, in particular urban councils, to 
make the necessary preparations to  ensure 
tha t your council areas are w o rth y  of the

visits.

Mr. President, hon ministers, comrades 
and friends. I now have the honour and 
privilege of declaring the 49th conference of 
the urban councils association of Zimbabwe 

officia lly open. □

Government to Establish Ventures 
Capital Company — Chidzero

Staff Reporter

G
overnment w ill establish a venture cap­
ita l com pany to  look in to  the needs of 

small scale businesses and assist them to de­
velop in to successful businesses in future.

Officially opening the Gweru branch of the 
Bank of Credit and Commerce Zimbabwe 
Lim ited in Gweru recently, the Senior 
M in ister of Finance, Economic Planning and 
Development, Dr. Bernard Chidzero said the 
Zimbabwe Development Bank has already 
introduced a “ soft w indow " through the for­
m ation of the Zimbabwe Development Fund 
whose aim is to ensure that small scale bus­
inesses have access to affordable funds.

Assistance for Small-Scale Enterprises
He said the Small-Scale Enterprises Develop­
ment Corporation, whose main problem has 
been under capitalisation, is being closely ex­
amined w ith  a view to  injecting more capi­
ta l to  enable it  to  be in a better position to 
assist small scale enterprises especially in the 
small centres of Zimbabwe. A ll these meas­
ures are consistent w ith  government’s po li­
cy of m obilising financial and human 
resources for the development o f the 

country.

Comrade Chidzero appealed to  institutions 
to be more bold, imaginative and be risk­
taking than continue outmoded practices of 

colonial days. He said there is plenty of room 
to introduce in the market place a product 
geared to assist the small indigenous busi­
ness to  help develop local investment in the 
country.

The Senior M inister also urged commercial 
banks to expand the ir services to outly ing 
areas of Zimbabwe and help mobilise 
resources for the development of the coun­
try. He said savings from such branches 
should be used to support small cottage in ­
dustries to  m inim ise the m igration o f rural 

folk to cities.

New Branches
Addressing people at this ceremony. Com­

rade Chidzero said the nine-year old BCCZ 
has grown impressively from an assert base 
of $30 million since its inception in July, 1981 
to  $726 m illion by December 31 last year. 
The bank plans to  set up 16 new branches 
during the next five years.

“ This is indeed a positive move as it is in 
step w ith  governm ent’s policy of encourag­
ing decentralisation by the various sectors 
of our economy to the small towns and rural

Comrade Bernard Chidzero, M inister of 

Finance, Economic Planning and 
Development

grow th points. It is a move which demon­
strates confidence in the growth of the econ 
omy and the very future of Zimbabwe," Com­
rade Chidzero said.

The Gweru branch of the BCCZ w ill serv­
ice rural centres around the tow n which in 
elude Silobela, Lalapanzi and Somabula. The 
residents of these areas w ill no longer be 
compelled to  travel all the way to  Gweru in 
search of banking services, he said.

He said there has been a fa irly positive 
response to the call to  take banking to the 
people, but was quick to  point out that there 
is a long w ay to  go as m any remote areas 
of Zimbabwe remain in dire need of bank­

ing and other services.

The m in ister commended those financial 
institutions, including the Bank of Credit and 
Commerce tha t have responded to the call 
for decentralisation.

"To those that are still holding back, I must 
say a word o f warning. The tim e for fence­
sitting is fast running out; it  is high time they 
fell in step w ith  everyone else and help mobi­
lise resources and develop our country ’s 
economy for the benefit of all its citizens,”  

he warned.

Unemployment Problem
Government, he proceeded, is working tire ­
lessly to encourage both local and foreign 
investment in an attem pt to address the un­
em ploym ent problem  which is a m atter of 
grave national concern. Government is also 
taking measures to relax some of its policies 
so as to stim ulate investment in the econo­
my. It is therefore logical for the various sec­
tors of the economy to play their roles to  
support governm ent’s effort.

He made it clear tha t government is open 
to suggestions from  both companies and in ­
dividuals in as far as tackling the unem ploy­
ment problem is concerned, and "w e have 
infact been consulting w ith  the private sec­
to r on such matters as structura l adjust 
m ents, in c lud ing  the issue o f trade  
libera tion”

(Continued on page 27)
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Existing Telephone Services 
Must be Used Responsibly

C o m r a d e  V i c t o r i a  C h i t e p o ,  M i n i s t e r  o f  I n f o r m a t i o n  P o s t s  a n d  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s

T
elecommunications have become the 
life-blood of every society. Various 
sec to rs  o f s o c ie ty  ca n n o t 

function smoothly w ithout efficient and relia­
ble telecommunication infrastructures. In this 
regard, the M inister of Information, Post and 
Telecommunications, Comrade Chitepo, has 
appealed to the public to use the existing tel­
ephone services responsibly.

In her address at the com m em oration of 
the 22nd W orld Telecommunication Day in 
Harare, in May, the M inister strongly con­
demned those irresponsible persons who 
continued to  vandalise public boxes, thus 
depriving the public of an essential service.

This year’s theme for the W orld Telecom­
m unication Day is ‘Telecommunication and 
Industrial Development’. This day is observed 
every year in recognition of the v ita l role 
played by the telecommunication services in 
the lives of all mankind.

“ The theme is quite appropriate to  the ef­
forts being made in Zimbabwe to  accelerate 
industria l and telecom m unication systems 
development throughout our land, particu­
larly, in the long neglected rural areas” , Com­
rade Chitepo said.

Accordingly, she stated, it  is Government’s 
policy tha t telecommunication systems 
should as a p rio rity  be established and ex­
panded in such a manner as to  be w ith in  
easy reach of all the people.

“ However, because of the lim ited resources 
at Government’s disposal to  develop all eco­
nom ic sectors, the Posts and Telecommuni­
cations Corporation (PTC) has no t been able 
to  adequately meet the growing demand for 
more telecommunication networks and to 
offer improved and efficient services” , 
M in ister Chitepo said.

She however, assured the nation tha t her 
m in istry is fully aware of these problems and 
is doing its utm ost to im prove the situation.

As part of the Government’s policy of ac­
celerated development and industrialisation 
o f Zimbabwe, even higher p rio rity  has been 
accorded to the provision o f more telecom­
m unication services and the im provem ent 
o f existing ones.

W ork is already underway to meet these 
tw in  objectives through the PTC’s current 
d ig ita lisation programme. It is im portan t to  
appreciate tha t the Government has invest­
ed heavily in telecommunications over the 
last ten years.

Since 1980, over $250 m illion has been 
spent in PTC projects the bu lk  of which has 
gone towards the replacement of absolete 
p lan t and equipment on an ad hoc basis be­
cause o f foreign currency constrains.

“ A lthough the replacement of. obsolete 
p lan t and equipment has taken the lion ’s 
share of Government’s investment on our 
te lecom m unica tion  services, we have 
nevertheless achieved success in other new 
directions such as; providing new services 
and extending existing lines in to the rural 
areas to bring them to  masses o f people, con­
verting 44 of the 50 rural exchanges from 
manual to automatic, establishing and main- 
tan ing a reliable and effective telecom m uni­
cation service based on modern technology 
and embarking on extensive manpower 
train ing and development programmes” , the 
m in ister explained.

As a result of these measures, the num ­
ber of telephone subscribers rose from  
95 670 in 1980 to 121 893 by December 
1-989, w h ils t tha t of telexes rose from  1 342 
to 2 949 respectively. In addition, public call 
boxes have been installed in the urban areas. 
These are now being introduced in the rural 
areas.

In the urban centres such as Harare, some 
areas have reached saturation po in t in the 
density of lines.

Regrettably, would-be subscribers in these 
areas are either being turned down or put 
on the waiting list because there are no more 
additional lines. W ith the com pletion of the 
digitalisation programme in two years’ time, 
additional lines w ill be made available for 
would-be subscribers thus easing the 
situation.

Comrade Chitepo appealed to all sub­
scribers particu larly those on part line not 
to  engage in telephone conversations more 

than is necessary as this causes congestion 
and prevents others from  using the phone.

In th is  connection, part-line subscribers 
should avoid pu tting  their receivers off the 
k)ook because by so doing, they are effective­
ly barring other subscribers from the service.

“ In the past the public has heeded our call 
to bear w ith  us as we rehabilitate and moder­
nise our network. PTC has been equally 
responsive and sensitive to  the problems of 
the people and the ir just demand for more 
better services” , Comrade Chitepo said fu r­
ther adding tha t FTC w ill continue to  acceler­
ate the ir current programme so tha t at the 
end of th is decade, telecommunication 
problems w ill be a thing of the past. □
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Street Vagrants on 
Increase — A Concern

Staff Reporter

T
he num ber o f vagrants on Harare 
streets is on the increase. Social 
Welfare and non Governmental Or­

ganisations are considering ways and me­
ans to  arrest the s ituation before it  goes out 

o f hand.

W hile  the re  is as ye t no de fin ite  
program m e on the part o f the government 
ammended the redressing situation, some 
non Governmental organisations are taking 
m ajor steps aimed at venturing in to self help 
projects for the destitute.

Churches in Harare are currently  running 
a feeding scheme at the Anglican Cathedral. 
M ore than 150 destitute people get a meal 
there everyday and are on the increase.

“ A solution should be found so tha t these 
people w ill no t have to  be fed all the time, 
bu t w ill be able to  feed and clo th  them ­
selves,”  a social worker who declined to  be 
named said.

A lthough details of any rehabilita tion for 
the vagrants could not be obtained, vagrants 
staying at the Harare Railway station were 
confident a po u ltry  co-operative venture 
would help them. “ We have decided to  run 
a co-operative to  keep chickens, and it w ill 
be called Street Wise Project” , Cde. Morris 
M abuwa (41) said.

He w ent on to  say 50 people have been 
registered for the venture. But the question 
is have they got the skills to  run the project. 
M any co-operatives have become a failure

due to  poor leadership skills.

Some sociologist, however, argued that the 
problem  o f vagrancy is a complex one and 
cannot be resolved by  simple methods. The 
cause of vagrancy for each individual would 
need to  be addressed, because if some of 
them  are given means to  help themselves, 
they m ay s till fa il to  make it.

M ost vagrants interviewed by The Zim­
babwe News said they came to  the c ity  to  
look for jobs. M any of these vagrants came 
from  com m unal areas. Cde. Don Kamuto a 
vagrant from  M t. Darw in said “ I can’t  raise 
bus fare to  go back home. I cannot even af­
ford to  get 50c over a period o f tw o  weeks. 
When I wake up in the m orning I go to  the 
ligh t industria l area to  seek employment. 
Nepotism is on the increase. Nothino for 
nothing.”

Others, however, have since stopped look­
ing for jobs and now consider vagrancy as 
a fact of life and w ill have to  make the best 
out o f it. Cde. Morris M abuwa stopped look­
ing for a job, because the idea of a co­
operative is underway. Some vagrants have 
become beggars, a th ing tha t worries a lo t 
o f people. □

■■'*** ^  A
v .  *  f  * * * * * *  ''* * * & & ' *

M a n a g i n g  D i r e c t o r  o f  J o n g w e  P r i n t e r s  C o m ­
r a d e  N y a m a n g a r a  c a u g h t  b y  o n e  o f  o u r  p h o ­
t o g r a p h e r s  v i e w i n g  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  
V o i c e  d u m m i e s

r
he following statement was issued on the 
31st May, 1990 by the Secretary for 
Publicity and Information of ZANU PF, Com­

rade Nathan Shamuyarira.

ZANU PF has decided to launch a new 
weekly newspaper to be known as “THE PEO­
PLE’S VOICE”  w ith  effect from  1 July, 1990.

The reason for the launching o f the 
newspaper is tha t the Party wants to  cor­
rect its image which in the past has been 
subjected to  distortions by both the exist 
ing local and in ternational news media.

The new paper w ill also seek to  in form  
Party members about issues affecting them  
ana give a correct version o f in ternationa l 
and national events because the country is

entering a new phase in  which it  is going to 
witness a b itte r struggle between the ord i­
nary people and the pe tty  bourgouise . . .

The pe tty  bourgouise w ill start new po lit i­
cal parties w ith  the aim of confusing the 
broad masses, the peasants and workers.

The new paper w ill cats- for ordinary mem­
bers of the Party and w ill intensify politica l 
education of the masses as relating to issues 
of unity, peace and development — the main 
theme o f the last ZANU PF congress which 
was also adopted for its election campaign.

The newspaper w ill also strive for the con­
solidation of these three objectives to  frus 
trate the efforts of the enemies of these goals.

The newspaper w ill be edited by the 
Department of Publicity and Inform ation of 
ZANU PF and is being launched w ith  the fu ll 
approval of the Party’s Central Committee, 
the Politburo and the First Secretary and 
President o f the Party, Comrade Robert 
Gabriel Mugabe.

It w ill be published on Fridays and w ill con­
ta in  news o f politics, economics, culture, 
sport as well as a broad 6pectrum of other 
light-hearted news and pictures which w ill 
be in short condensed forms

After three m onths of publication it  w ill 
contain a pull-out section in the tw o  main 
local languages Shona and Ndebele to  cater 
for those of the population who cannot read 

English.

The Zimbabwe News w ill remain the the­
oretical journal of the Party and w ill continue 

to  be published m onth ly. □
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Transport Unmatched 
to Population Growth

Staff Reporter

T he 57.5 percent increase o f the popula­
tion  o f Harare between 1982 and 1990 

w h ile  the Zimbabwe United Passenger Com­
pany (ZUPCO) fleet of vehicles only increased 
by  12.8 percent during the same period has 

been cited as one of the m ajor causes of the 
persistent transport problems facing resi­
dents of Harare and Chitungwiza, especially 
during peak hours.

Responding to a number of questions from 
this Magazine, Mr. Peter Corbett, the  Public 
Relations Officer (PRO) of ZUPCO, said the s it­
uation has been worsened by high density 
suburbs being located quite long distances 
from  the city, which means more people de­
pending on buses than before.

“ However, this is being corrected w ith  the 
assistance o f Government and we hope to 
have new buses which are more powerful 
and reliable to  cover scheduled trips over the 
next tw o  to three years” , Mr. Corbett po in t­
ed out.

Replacement
The PRO also mentioned tha t the ageing ve­
hicles require replacement which is being 
done through an accelerated vehicle pur 
chase plan w ith  Government.

Commenting on the view by many com ­
m uters tha t m in i and train-buses seem to 
have failed to alleviate the problem, Mr. Cor­
be tt clarified tha t the in troduction of m in i 
and train-buses did not seek to  solve the 
transport problem in Harare completely.

“ These vehicles assist in transporting pas­
sengers who were no t being catered for in 
the past. While we are try ing  our best, and 
w ith  the in troduction o f more replacement 
vehicles, the company (ZUPCO) w ill solve the 
prob lem ," he said.

M r. Corbett, however, explained tha t the 
in troduction of the tw o  types of buses (mini 
and train-buses) to some degree resulted in 
the re-deployment of the conventional buses 
to  o ther areas in need o f additiona l vehicles 
on the routes covered by m in i and 
train-buses.

“ However, this has not reduced the serv­
ice level from  the residents affected, as we 
w ish,”  the PRO said further adding that “ in 
some cases the services have improved but 
people should give us the chance to improve 
the services to  acceptable levels.”

ZUPCO, which has a fleet of 653 conven­
tiona l buses, five trainbuses and 40 m in ib ­
uses in Harare, works on a 90 percent avail­

ab ility  for the conventional vehicles (588) 
buses) being available during the peak hours.

Since the other vehicles are new, they are 
fu lly  used every day, and because of the ir 
re liab ility  these new buses satisfactorily 
cover the ir scheduled trips.

Mr. Corbett revealed that there are certain 
factors affecting the sm ooth running of ZUP­
CO. He cited lack of replacement o f vehicles 
as quite a num ber o f them  are w rite  o ff be­
cause o f old age, lack of spares and lack of 
a fares increase to  enhance paym ent of cre­
d ito rs as some of the factors affecting the 
com pany’s operations.

“ In the present five year plan for the com ­
pany, if  the financial im plications are agreed 
to  and if the relative forex is made availa­
ble, there w ill be a marked im provem ent in 
the next tw o  to three years," he said.

Despite ZUPCO's failure to  meet demand, 
Mr. Corbett said tha t the coming of rural bus 
operators to  the ir aid during peak periods 
is not welcomed by the company.

“This will, create a situation which will w or­
sen the current problems w h ich commuters 
experience now. For the sake o f the smooth 
running of transport in the city, th is must 
be avoided at all costs", he stated.

Poor Planning
While commuters would w ant to believe that 
ZUPCO has enough buses to  satisfy them and 
hold the view tha t the transport crisis is a 
result o f poor time-tables and bus d is tribu ­
tion, Mr. Corbett said, "w e continually strive 
to improve the utilisation o f buses whenever 
they operate. No bus w ill just run w ithou t 
plans. Every bus is deployed according to 
plan bu t a situation tha t ou r fleet has only 
increased by 74 buses since 1982 is a case 
in po in t.”

M ost commuters to  high density suburbs 
have also complained about the unavailabil­
ity  of fixed timetables at the ir bus term in i 
b u t M r. Corbett said tha t due to  shortage of 
the type of material used and increased van­
dalism, timetables are not displayed.

“ Our experience is tha t no sooner do we 
p u t a tim etable in the bus o r at the term i­
nus than it gets removed o r vandalised” , he 
said.

Bus Fares
On the issue of raising bus fares, the ZUPCO 
PRO pointed out that the last increases were 
tw o  years ago.

“ Prices of all commodities including fuel,

lubricants, tyres, the bus itself, spare parts, 
wages and salaries have increased.

“ When fares, from  where we derive our 
revenue are not increased, we incur losses 
and operate under serious financial d ifficu l­
ties. The application (for fare increases) was 
made to  Government which w ill determ ine 
the percentage of the increase", M r. Corbett 
explained.

Responding to w hy fares for certain routes 
are raised at weekends and public holidays, 
he revealed tha t these fares are affected by 
the old agreement (subsidy) w ith  the m unic­
ipa lity . He however disclosed tha t represen­
ta tion has been made to  Government to  do 
aw ay w ith  this when they review fares.

Two years ago, the Government introduced 
staggered w orking hours in Harare in a bid 
to  alleviate the transport crisis. According to 
Mr. Corbett tha t effort did not even get off 
the ground because not everyone was w ill­
ing to accept the change.

“ Firms and organisations should agree to 
the staggering of hours between themselves 
and ZUPCO so that tim e can be spread 
reasonably to reduce the sharp peak serv­
ice” , he said.

Training Drivers
On the question of whether ZUPCO’s adver­
tisement asking for persons interested in be­
coming drivers meant tha t the company has 
a shortage of drivers, the PRO said, “ Notw ith­
standing the fact that we are s ligh tly  short 
o f drivers, the tra in ing of drivers is an ongo­
ing th ing, bu t since we had opened the 
chance to  the public, th is advert referred to 
our driv ing  school which has recently been 
approved by the ZTSB to  tra in  class 1 
drivers” .

He said the driving school in Harare has 
recently not done Class 1 PSV licences be­
cause they do not have the vehicles.

Accordingly, he said, to assist the coun­
try  the com pany has registered its interna) 
school to  teach residents to  become bus 
drivers.

“ If these people do not have jobs, they w ill 
be offered em ploym ent w ith  the company 
if found suitable after qualifying.

“ In a small way, this does assist the un­
employment problem since there is a general 
shortage o f bus drivers in Zimbabwe, and 
has been for over two years. It therefore does 
not mean tha t we have idle buses w ithou t 
drivers,”  M r. Corbett po inted out. □
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B ari R o m a n ia 2 B o lo g n a C o lo m b ia 2 R o m e A u s tr ia 0
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U d in e S o u th  K o re a 0 M atches in red: Comm entary highlights in Sportsworld 2009-2100
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Government to Establish Venture Capital Company — Chidzero continued from page 21

A part from  establishing branches in  out 
ly ing areas, the m in ister called fo r the u tili­
sation of the savings mobilised in  the remote 
areas to  develop these same areas.

“ This w ould  go a long way in sustaining 
small cottage industries suited to such areas 

as well as create em ploym ent for the local 
people. The ploughing back o f funds to  the 
locality would help.m inim ise if  no t elim inate 
the tendency by  rural fo lk to  flock to  the ci­
ties in search o f jobs. This is therefore a 
challenge to  those institu tions tha t have al­
ready got a presence in these areas and 
those tha t are planning to  set up branches 
to  ascertain w ha t potentia l small business­
es exist in the v ic in ity  o f the ir branches and 
to  consider giving them financial assistance 
and advisory services," Comrade Chidzero 
emphasised.

Banks Must Serve the People
It  should be borne in m ind, he added, tha t 
the small saver may not be very fam iliar w ith  
w hat other services a bank offers in addition 
to  keeping m oney for its customers. It is 
therefore incumbent on the bank concerned 
to  nurture these small entrepreneurs to suc­
cess. He said th a t some banks, are making

The Future of 
Liberation 
Theology in 
South Africa

N
ow tha t South Africa is moving towards 
a more just society, albeit pa in fu lly as 

expected, questions are being asked about 
the future o f ''L iberation Theology" — fiery 
trend that has played such an im portant role 
over the past decade in galvanising the op­
pressed masses.

The proponents of “ liberation theology” 
have argued tha t the issue at stake in con­
tem porary theological practice is the func­
tion of theology: is theology merely an ar­
ticulation of Christian thought w ith  a view 
to proving spiritual edification as against 
physical and m aterial well being, or is it a 
function to create awareness of the need for 
persons to  have dignity?

The church in South Africa has long been 
a site of struggle. This struggle has been 
waged between those standing for the sta­

tus quo and those against, between the rich 
and the poor, and between the oppressed 
and the oppressors. Most im portan tly  it is 
a struggle between apartheid and the church.

Ever since the meeting of various Christi­
an groups in Dar es Salaam in 1976, theolo­
gy which was purportedly apolitical became 
intensely political. Church leaders decided 
that the church had to have a socio political 
conscience rather than being de-politicised.

an effort along these lines. He challenged 
other banks to  fo llow  suit and to  accelerate 
the pace so tha t communal lands benefit 
from  the deposits they lodge w ith  these 
institutions.

“ It does no t m ake m ucn sense to  utilise 
deposits collected from  the communal lands 
for the purpose o f lending them  to  big and 
established businesses in the big cities. W ith 

the m ounting unem ploym ent problem and 
d rift to  urban centres it  is more logical to 
tackle the problem  a t source and . . .  creat­

ing em ploym ent where the people are. It  is 
therefore in th is  respect tha t I am challeng­
ing our financial institu tions to  be as respon­
sive as possible to  the needs of the rura l 
dwellers, as well as grow th poin ts," said 
Comrade Chidzero.

Proceeding, he to ld the people at the func­
tion  tha t financial institu tions have tended 
to  stick to  the ir trad itional borrowers and 
have avoided in troducing new products to  
accommodate the small man in the informal 
sector and rura l areas. He appreciated tha t 
banks have to  be prudent in the ir lendings

The prim ary concern of liberation the­
ologians is tha t theology should be experien­
tia l — tha t it  should place the concrete s itu ­
ation at the forefront of the church’s th in k ­
ing. In South Africa critics led by an ti­
apartheid church leaders such as Dr. Beyers

so as to protect the depositors’ money, hence 
the stress on collateral.

The minister believes that local banks have 
in  general been too complacent in as far as 
luring new clients w ho have trad itiona lly  
been kept out of the pale of the money econ­
omy. He said banks should be innovative 
and adventurous in the ir lending to  the 
entrepreneur.

“ Government is encouraging both local 
and foreign investm ent and by  local invest­
m ent we mean both small and big business­
es which are tru ly  indigenous. If our lending 
institu tions avoid to  assist the small busi­
nesses, then our goal o f nurtu ring and de­
velop tru ly  Zimbabwean entrepreneurs may 
never be fu lly  realised.

“ Government is on its pa rt embarking on 
measures to  bring m any more people, par­
ticu larly  the small scale entrepreneurs, in to  
the financial sec to r. . .  Recently, lending in 
terests rates charged by the banks and 
finance houses were reduced so as to ensure 
tha t small scale enterprises could now have 
access to loans which were prohib itive ly ex­
pensive," he concluded. □

Naude they published the Kairos Document 
which re defined the role of the church in 
South Africa. The publication, which was 
presented by the south African Council of 
Churches (SACC) to the W orld Council of 
Churches (WCC) at its annual conference in

Pretoria has n o  r e g a r d  f o r  human d i g n i t y
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In vio lence-torn South A frica . The m inority  regime attaches no value to  the lives o f Blacks

Geneva in 1985. was subsequently adopted. 
The basic thesis of the publication is that the 
church has to com m it itself to the struggle 
for liberation and to speak out against in 
justice in whatever form  it may exist, while 
not detracting from  its prim ary role, tha t of 
the preaching o f the Kingdom o f God.

The Kairos Document and more recently 
the Road to Damascus has launched a scath­
ing attack on the so-called "state churches" 
These churches which are supportive of the 
status quo have perverted the gospel by 
changing spiritual edification in to an other­
worldliness, divorced from  the politica l real­
ity  of South Africa.

But the m aterial rea lity o f the South A fri­
can situation is that the people of colour, par­
ticu la rly  the Africans, have been restrained 
to  the den of poverty because of the South 

African government's apartheid policies.

Under these circumstances, the an ti­
apartheid church leaders contended, that 
spiritual edification cannot take place unless 
the m aterial circumstance o f the people is 
addressed, tha t is unless the yo lk  o f oppres­
sion is broken.

Some have said this call is tan tam ount to 
jo in ing liberation movements and subscrib­
ing to the ir ideologies. But others have coun­
tered th is by arguing tha t the call of the 
church is to  support liberation in principle 
ra ther than any political organisation. Ac­
cording to  the anti-apartheid stalwarts it is 
more im portan tly  a call to Christians to be 
part o f the struggle for liberation as Christi­
ans, not as activists of a specific political 
grouping.

Christians whether as politica l activists or 
members of anti-apartheid groups have been 
in the avant garde of the anti-apartheid lob

by (the Archbishop Desmond Tutu and the 
Dr. Alan Boesaks are current examples) and 
their contribution and allegiance to the liber­
ation struggle is unquestionable. It is these 
proponents of sanctiorfs and disinvestment 
who have played a crucial role in bringing 
the apartheid government to a negotiating 
forum.

Now w ith the role of the church in the liber­
ation struggle justified and at an end a ques­
tion  tha t m ust be answered is w hat is the 
role of the church in a post-apartheid South 
Africa? More specifically it  could be asked 
w hat is the role of liberation theology in a 
post-apartheid South Africa? Professor 
W illem Krige, Dean of the Faculty of Theolo­
gy at the University of Durban Westville, in 
an in terview  w ith  the Press Trust of South 
Africa News Agency addressed this question.

According to Professor Krige liberation the­
ology most certainly has a role to play in a 
post-apartheid dispensation.

“ To regard post-apartheid South Africa as 
utopia may be naive and simplistic. In a post­
apartheid society which has been subjected 
to economic, social and po litica l restructur­
ing, new inequalities and differences w ill ap­
pear and it  w ill be the task of liberation the­
ology to address itself to  these inequalities 
and where they occur, injustices.

"The structure of liberation theology w ill 
be different, but theology w ill always have 
a dimension geared towards liberation, 
wh ich is the essential nature of the gospel. 
It is a liberating power depending on the 
needs of the situation” .

Professor Krige articulated tha t although 
there w ill be a change of focus away from 
the political struggle, there w ill be a continu­
ous process of liberation theology.

Professor Krige continued: “ Five years, ten 
years, fifteen years, after the complete 
abolishment of apartheid the process of liber­
ation w ill have to  continue, depending on 
w hat threats the church has to face, there 
could be internal schisms or heresies or it 
could be threats from  other ideologies from 
outside. There are many possibilities of 
danger for the church and therefore the 
church w ill always have to m aintain its po­
sition of preaching the gospel of liberation 
and itself being a liberating force as the 
church in a society, in a community, in a cer­
tain nation under certain circumstances” . 
Prof. Krige says tha t the church has played 
a role in terms of its prophetic m in istry 
(speaking out against injustice) and w ill con­
tinue to  do so. By definition liberation theol­
ogy is anti-oppression in whatever form  it 
exists. Therefore in post-apartheid South Afri­
ca th is defin ition w ill remain.

“ Liberation theology prides itself on being 
a theology geared towards praxis or practi­
cal action. The church has the task to  w ork 
towards healing and reconciliation, not only 
physical healing bu t mental, psychological 
and religious healing.

In term s of (feeds also. Therefore the 
church always addresses itself to the con -. 

crete situation.

'Tn post-apartheid South Africa the church 
w ill have to  retain its very important prophet­
ic function, whoever the new government 
w ill be. The church m ay have a very difficult 
task in the new South Africa and m ight be 
tem pted not to  be prophetic but to accept 

a status quo, this is possible.

“ However, the struggle does not end at the 
achievement of freedom or independence or 
a new South Africa but w ill continue, gener­
ation after generation” .
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Africa Day Speech — By Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Comrade N.M. Shamuyarira

A
frica Day is a public holiday .in the 
whole o f free Africa. It is a day for 
Africa to  reflect upon its direction 

and its development. In th is country, one of 
Africa’s preoccupations has been to unite all 
its people — the black indigenous popula­
tions — in a common struggle against 
colonialism and imperialism. In 1884, the Eu­
ropean powers m et in Berlin to partition Afri­
ca. Six years later, in 1900, several African 
leaders m et in Lisbon, under the leadership 
of Dr. W.E. Du Bois of the USA, to  protest 
against colonisation, and to  launch a m ove­
ment of Pan-Africanism, or African Unity.

Pan Africanism
Pan-Africanism grew from  strength to  
strength throughout the colonial period. It 
culm inated in the form ation of a continen­
ta l organisation, the OAU on M ay 25, 1963 
in Addis Ababa. Our own leaders — Com­
rades R.G. Mugabe and Joshua Nkomo — 
were present in Addis Ababa on tha t occa­
sion, seeking support fo r our struggle for 
independence.

Pan-Africanism was the m oving spirit be­
hind our nationalist organisation, when the 
Southern Rhodesia African National Congress 
was formed in 1934; and when it was resus­
citated in September 1957. Indeed when the 
OAU was formed, our leaders com m itted 
themselves to African un ity  and to  the pro ­
m otion o f the Pan-African ideals.

African Unity
Pan Africanism means three things — an ti­
colonialism, anti-racism; and African unity. 
These three objectives have been at the 
centre of our own struggle in Zimbabwe, and 
the struggles of all other African peoples.

These objectives were the centre-piece of 
the Charter of the OAU, which some authors 
have described as Africa’s freedom charter.

A  separate schedule was also adopted set­
ting up the Coordinating Committee for the 
Liberation of Africa, or the Liberation Com­
mittee, wh ich was charged w ith  the respon­
sib ility  of liberating every inch of African soil 
and removing colonial and racist rule from  
every state o f Africa.

The liberation struggle was launched in ev­
ery African country, and from  all the linguis­

tic regions of the continent. One of the lead­
ing Pan-Africanist, Dr. Kwame Nkrum ah of 
Ghana, suggested that African states should 
w ork towards to ta l po litica l un ity. Since the 
inauguration of the OAU — 27 years ago — 
as m any as 54 countries have overthrown 
the yoke of colonialism, and African peoples 
have been freed. That is a m onum ental 
achievement for all our people.

Shining page for OAU
The liberation o f Southern Africa from  racist 
and colonial rule in recent decades is a shin­

C o m r a d e  N a t h a n  S h a m u y a r i r a ,  
M i n i s t e r  o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s

ing page in the h istory of the OAU. One af­
te r another, the countries of Southern A fri­
ca fell like dominoes, as the liberation move­
ments scored one m ajor v ic tory after 
another, and defeated the forces of colonial­
ism and imperialism.

The num ber of independent countries has 
increased from  30 who signed the charter 
to  54 now — an addition of 24 countries. 
M any of the newly independent states are 
in our region of Southern Africa. The latest 
addition was the state of Namibia which at­
tained its independence in M arch this year. 
South African occupation of Namibia was ter­
m inated at m idnight on March 6, 1990, as 
the crowds at W indhoek Stadium booed the 
lowering of its flag, and cheered the raising 
o f the new bright flag of Namibia. What was 
remarkable about tha t occasion was the ob­
vious joy on the faces of both black and 
w hite Namibians tha t the occupation had 
ended, and freedom had come to  the ir land 
and all the ir people.

South Africa last Bastion
Over the next few years, much attention w ill 
be focussed on the last bastion of racism and 
in ternal colonialism, the Republic of South 
Africa. Although some reforms have been in­
troduced, all racial legislation which consti­
tu te  the pillars of Apartheid remains intact; 
and all instruments of political and economic 
power remain firm ly  and exclusively in the 
hands of the white m inority.

Clearly, the ending of Apartheid, and the 
emergence o f a democratic and non-racial 
South Africa, w ill be a major threshold in Afri­
ca’s search for freedom, independence, and 
human dignity.

Zimbabwe Benefitted
We in Zimbabwe have benefitted a great deal

from  the w ork of the OAU, and the general 
cooperation from  other African countries, 
groups, and individuals.

During our liberation struggle, our sons 
and daughters who were fighting the 
“ Chimurenga”  war, were fed, housed, and 
clothed by other countries. Since our in ­
dependence, we have continued to  cooper­
ate w ith  other African countries in the diplo­
m atic field, in trade and commerce.

We should continue to  give our fu ll sup­
port to our brothers and sisters in South Afri­
ca in the ir struggle; and to w ork closely w ith  
all other African States in  Africa.

There are a num ber of issues in Africa 
which are of concern to Zimbabwe. The con­
tinu ing wars in Ethiopia and in Sudan; and 
the conflict between Senegal and M aurita ­
nia, raises m any difficu lt and delicate issues.

We th ink  tha t these conflicts can and 
should be settled peacefully and through d i­
alogue, and in a spirit of reconciliation. The 
OAU should be more deeply involved in the 
peace processes of those countries, and not 
leave the field wide open to  various individu­
als and private groups to  try  the ir luck.

High priority  should be given to mediation 
by  in ternational and regional organisation.

In the decade of the 90’s Africa is turning 
to  economic problems tha t beset the conti­
nent. The last decade was a lost decade as 
fa r as g row th  and developm ent are 
concerned.

Both the OAU and the United Nations are 
paying increasing attention to the econom­
ic problems before us. Nearer home, our two- 
subregional organisations — the SADCC and 
the PTA — are making progress in prom ot­
ing trade between countries in our region. 
The PTA in particular has a viable clearing 
house and a viable regional currency. These 
trends can improve the economy of our 
country and our region. We in Zimbabwe 
must continue to support all regional and in ­
ternational efforts of economic and po litica l' 

cooperation.”

Thank you. □

*  *
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Anatoly Gromyko: USSR and the 
30th Anniversary of the Africa Year

Q
the eve o f May 25 m arking the Africa 
beration day and the 30th anniversary 
of the ‘Africa Year’, the director o f the USSR 
academy o f sciences’ institu te of Africa, 
professor Anatoly Gromyko granted an in­
terview to Novosti analyst Boris Krivtsov.

Novosti: Professor, how do you assess Afri­
ca’s development over the 30 years since the 
‘Africa Year’ was marked, and w hat would 
you say about the current situation on the 
continent?

Gromyko: The African countries’ perfor­
mance over the past 30 years and the or­
ganisation of African un ity ’s (OAU) work over 
the 27 years should be assessed by Africans 
themselves. I can on ly say tha t in itia lly  A fri­
can nations and the OAU rightly  concentrat­
ed the ir effort on the struggle for liberation 
and independence, which brought sovereig­
n ity  to  all African states.

As you remember, this year marks the 
30th anniversary of the UN Declaration on 
the granting of independence to  colonial 
countries and people, which was drafted w ith  
Soviet partic ipation. The im plem entation of 
this declaration had a direct impact on Africa.

The current new impulse of the liberation 
m ovement derives from  the tasks of socio­
economic development, of the removal of 
violence from  the continent and of achiev­
ing economic security.

The Soviet Union  
Stands for a 
Peaceful 
Settlement in 
Africa

T
his statem ent was made by Yury Yu- 
kalov, Chief of the African countries 

Department o f the USSR Foreign m inistry, 
who accompanied the Soviet foreign minister 
on his recent tou r of a number o f African 
States, including Angola and Mozambique.

Zimbabwe at the request of APN cor­
respondent Vladimir Astafyev, the Soviet For­
eign M in is try ’s official answered questions 
as to  w hat aim  the Soviet Union pursues in 
making efforts concerning the settling of in ­
ternal conflicts in Ethiopia, Angola and 
Mozambique.

‘Our aim is’ said Yury Yukalov, ‘to help a 
politica l settlement in those countries the 
Soviet Union is interested in'peace and sta­
b ility  in Africa, just as in other regions of the 
world

But m ost im portant, there is growing 
awareness tha t African and global relations 
are m utua lly related. The OAU Charter speci­
fies the following three principles: Unity, anti­
colonialism and non-alignment.

Today, they have been supplemented w ith  
support for the UN and efforts to strength­
en it, peaceful settlement of conflicts and the 
establishment o f Pan-African cooperation.

Novosti: W hat would you say about the 
Soviet Union’s policy in Africa yesterday and 
today?

Gromyko: The USSR’s transition to the new 
politica l th inking in foreign affairs strength­
ens the concept of ‘Solidarity w ith  African 
States’ w ha t’s more. This concept is being 
filled not w ith  slogans as previously, but w ith  
a practical content.

Only the new thinking which in m y op in­
ion combines high m oral principles, prag­
m atism  and common sense, plus the jo in t 
efforts of the USSR, the US, the Frontline 
States. The OAU and the UN have helped un­
tangle the Namibian problem. Im portant 
changes are taking place in South Africa and 

in other regions of Africa.

Of course, in the past we made many m is­
takes. The current negative tendencies in Afri­
ca, particularly in its economy, result directly 
from  the erroneous policies of the govern­
ments in the m ajority  of the African states

‘This principle is part of the Soviet Union's 
Foreign policy aimed at creating a new, non­
confrontation world order, which meets the 
national interests o f the Soviet state.

'This peacemaking mediation 'continued 
Yukalov, ‘is advantageous for us also from  

the economic po in t of view. As you know, 
we’ve not made a fortune by selling arms, 
hiowever, the stopping of m ilita ry  actions 
and the establishment of peace and securi­
ty  are opening prospects for mutually advan­

tageous cooperation.’

According to  the chief of the African coun­
tries departm ent of the USSR Foreign M in is­
try , a num ber o f programmes for such 
cooperation in Angola, Mozambique and 
Ethiopia have remained on paper though the 
Soviet economy is interested in the ir im ­
plementation. The programmes cannot be 
carried out because m ilita ry  operations are 
going on in those countries and there are no 
safe conditions for the w ork of Soviet 
specialists. ‘We cannot risk the lives of our 
citizens,’ said Yury Yukalov.

Thus, the Soviet Union is also economically 
interested in seeking ways to settle the con­
flicts in Angola, Mozambique and Ethiopia 
and in prom oting th is noble cause. □

but also from the activ ity  of the ‘Advisers’ 
and ‘Donors’, among them  the US, West Eu­
ropean States, international financial bodies 
and the Soviet Union.

And yet, I’m  far from crossing out the past 
in Soviet-African relations. There were many 
positive things tha t helped Africa gain in ­
dependence and occupy its own place in the 
system of in ternational relations.

Today, Africa hopes tha t M ikhail Gor­
bachev’s visit to America w ill further improve 
Soviet-American relations and, consequent­
ly, normalize the in ternational climate as a 
whole.

As to  the Soviet Union, it  helped and w ill 
continue to render assistance to African 
countries in strengthening their freedom and 
sovereignty, and in overcoming socio­
economic backwardness.

The USSR is consistently campaigning to 
ensure tha t every African nation uses the 
legitimate right to  choose its own way of 
development.

Availing myself of this opportunity I would 
like to  congratulate the African nations on 
the occasion o f the jubilee and wish them 
successes in the ir d ifficu lt advancement 
towards a new life, and towards the final vic­
tory over the outgoing forces of evil, violence 
and injustice. □

The Israeli 
State — A 

Bridgehead for 
Aggression

Amina Karrim

T he recent developments in the Zionist 
state of Israel have shown the world 

tha t there is a conspiracy against the Pales­
tin ian Revolution. The Zionist en tity  is pre­
pared to fly  in the face of the international 
com m unity. The aggressive statements to 
the Iraq government regarding the nuclear 
missiles showed the Zionist leaders belliger- 
ancy towards the Arab states in the M iddle 
East. They continue to support the struggles 
of the Palestinian people. Then the present 
campaign of disinformation on the phenome­
na of anti semitism in some eastern Europe­
an countries assists Israel's campaign of 
recru itm ent of settlers.
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Lastly, the continued settlement of thou 
sands upon thousands o f Soviet Jews in Is­
rael intensifies The M iddle East problem.

These are all pointers to  Zionist objectives 
to  destroy the Palestinian people and the ir 
struggle for self determ ination.

After this the genocide was started against 
the Palestinian people. There were under­
ground terrorist groups w ho attacked un 
armed civilians. There were several mas­
sacres of innocent victims. The most bruta l 
slaughter was at the village of Deir Yassin. 
Shamir the present politica l leader in Israel

This made it  clear tha t they hoped to oc­
cupy the whole city-of Jerusalem. Yet this city 
is the spiritual shrine of the Arab, Jewish and 
Christian people alike. The Palestinian Arab 
people have an attachm ent to the c ity  in 
which they have lived and controlled for 
many centuries w ithou t in terruption.
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Occupation
The recent shortlived Easter occupation of 
the Christian Coptic church in Jerusalem by 
Jewish settlers highlights the present policies 
of the Israeli authorities. The funds prov id ­
ed for th is illegal purchase were obtained 
from  the Zionist authorities and the ir Unit­
ed States supporters.

The Soviet Jews have also been settled on 
the eastern sectors o f the city, despite pro ­
tests by the Palestinian Arab people. They 
are unable to  conduct lengthy court cases 
to  prove ownership rights. Also the Land Ac­
quisition Law legalised seizures of Palestini­
an Arab properties. The Law of L im itation of 
1958 required Palestinian Arabs to produce 
evidence tha t they have been in continuous 
possession of the ir land or property  for 15 
years.

Ben Gurion
The expansionist po licy of the Israeli state 
was expressed by Ben Gurion when he ad­
dressed the Mapai Party in 1952.

Fie said, “ I accept to form  a cabinet on one 
condition and tha t is to  utilise all possible 
means to  expand towards the south."

Moshe Dayan had expressed sim ilar views 
earlier the same year when he spoke on Is­
raeli radio saying it was incumbent upon the 
Israeli arm y to carry out the fight w ith  the 
ultim ate object of erecting the Israeli empire.

Expansionism
These expansionist schemes of the Shamir 
clique are supported by the Imperialist pow ­
ers such as the United States and Britain. This 
co-operation between these powers is very 
evident at the present time, but in the past 
there were m any instances.

There was the Balfour declaration in 1971. 
This was when the Palestine people lost their 
sovere ignty and c iv il r igh ts  in the ir 
homeland. The Zionists were then granted 
a foothold in Palestine in the form  of a “ na­
tional home” .

The British occupied Palestine and con­
vinced the League of Nations to  perm it Bri­

tain to mandate Palestine.

Jewish Im m igrants
This then opened the gate to  European Jew­
ish immigrants. Their in tention was to 
dom inate the indigenous Palestinian Arab 
population both politically and economically.

F R E E D O M  B E Y O N D  T H E  W I R E :  A  P a l e s t i n i a n  
o f  h o p e  f o r  t h e  v i c t o r y  o f  t h e  P L O

w o m a n  r a i s e s  t h e  v i c t o r y  s i g n  a s  a  s h o w

Recognition
According to the Israeli government the 
Palestinian state which was established on 
the 15th of November, 1988 and recognised 
by over 90 countries must never become a 
reality. There w ill never be round table 
negotiations w ith  the Palestinian Liberation 
Organisation.

They w ill never support a peace process 
in itiated by the United Nations. In other 
words they w ill never recognise the rights 
of the Palestinian people. Instead they hope 
to  implement their expansionist policies to 
create an Israeli Empire which w ill stretch 
from the Nile River in Egypt to the Euphrates 
in Iraq.

The only role they envisage for the Pales­
tinian people in this area would be as un­
skilled labourers, creating the wealth for their 
masters. They w ill forever remain second 
class citizens living in filthy unhygienic slums, 
situated in the occupied areas of Gaza and 
the West Bank.

I s r a e l i  b r u t a l i t y  e s c a l a t e s  a s  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  P a l e s t i n e  i n t e n s i f i e s

Rejected State
The Palestinian Arab people rejected this new 
state, which was biased against them. It had 
also unleashed a campaign of terror to dis­
possess them of the ir land and property by 
force.

The Zionist leader Dr. Weizman set out his 
views clearly to a Jewish audience at the 
time.

He said, “ Jerusalem is ours by v irtue of the 
blood which your sons shed defending it.”

Seven Days W ar
The Israeli-Arab war of 1967 followed these 
pronouncements. This led to  the occupation 
of Arab lands. The Zionist authorities by their 
bru ta l suppression of the 30 m onth intifada 
on the West Bank and Gaza have made it 
qu ite clear tha t they have no in tention of 
w ithdraw ing from  any occupied land.

A t present the world is w itnessing the bel- 
ligerant nature of the Israeli state. The threat 
to  strike against Iraq and to  destroy tha t

was one of the important lieutenants of these 
campaigns. After the departure of the Brit­
ish on M ay 14th 1948, the day the state of 
Israel was declared, the killings increased.

UN Resolution
The United Nations Security Council support­
ed by the General Assembly passed resolu 
tion 181 which divided Palestine in to Jew­
ish and Arab territories giving 55% of the 
land to  the Zionist authorities. Jewish im ­
m igration in to Palestine had increased stead 
ily over the years. In 1920 there were 16 500 
bu t by 1946 there were 678 000.



country revealed the m ilita ry  preparedness 
of the Zionist regime.

This was only possible because of the 
financial, technical and m ilita ry  assistance 
granted by the United States government.

Israel's reluctance to  jo in any peace 
process shows the warlike nature of its ex­
istence. Previously there has been preemp­
tive strikes against the Iraq government.

Now w ith  the orb itting spy satellite the Is­
raelis w ill be able to prepare for even more 
preem ptive strikes against the Palestinian 
camps and the Arab people of the different 
states. This increases tension in the whole 
region. Funds tha t could be utilised for de­
velopm ent m ust now be spent on defence 

by these Arab states.

The Domestic policy of the Israeli state has 
shown the same colonisation. The uprising 

or in tifada which has continued for the last 
th ir ty  m onths in the occupied territories of 
Gaza and the West Bank has shown the 
w orld how determ ined the Palestinian Arab 
people are to  th row  off the yoke of Israeli 
dom ination. The bru ta l torture, im prison­
ments, demolitions, killings and beatings 
have still not led to the crushing of the revolt. 
The Israeli soldiers are completely dem ora­
lised by these failures to  stamp out the 
resistance This struggle has raised the po­
litica l consciousness of the Palestinian peo­
ple to a very high level. All sectors of the peo­
ple have been drawn in to  the struggle. This

has affected even the Jewish people in Israel. 
M any generals in the arm y and ordinary 
working people have shown their abhorrence 
of the atrocities com m itted by the Israeli 

army.

State o f w ar
The m ajority  w ant an end to  this state of 
war. The bogey of the security of the ir bord ­

ers is no longer acceptable.

The present campaigns to  w hip up in te r­
national sym pathy for the Zionist cause is 
another level of the conspiracy. The Second 
W orld W ar’s m em orial ceremonies are once 
again being used to build up public support. 
But th is is now being linked to  the so called 
anti-semitic pogrom in Eastern Europe. 
However, Newsweek o f M ay 7 th  th is year 
let the cat out of the bag when it stated that 
young Jews who had recently discovered an 
iden tity  hidden from  them by the ir parents 
are struggling to  revive a brillian t culture all 
bu t snuffed ou t by the Nazis.

Subtle Campaign
This is a subtle campaign to recruit more set­
tlers for Israel and the occupied territories. 
The label of anti semitism is now  no longer 
used against those who criticise the regime 
and its aggressive policies. Instead it is now 
being used against the Hungarian, Rumani­
an and Russian peoples who try  to  suppress 
the reactionary nature of this Jewish identity.

There is now to be an ingathering of the 
Jews of the w orld  just as it  was prior to  the 
form ation of the Israeli state. This means a 
massive in flux of young people who are w ill­

ing to  figh t and die for the cause of Judaism. 
There w ill be colossal financial contributions 
as a result of these campaigns. Already $400 
m illion has been raised in so called loans to 
assist the settlement of Soviet Jews.

Against this background one can under­
stand Shamir’s arrogance, obstinacy and to ­
ta l disregard for the right of the Palestinian 
people. Once again they w ill resort to  mass 
killings and expulsions to  clear the occupied 
lands.

Z ion ists fa iled
However as the Zionist leaders have failed 
to  stifle the voice of the Palestinian people 
since 1948 they w ill once again fail. Today 
the Palestinian Arab people are recognised 
as a united people. They have been stead­
fast against all the machinations of the Zi­
onists and their supporters. They have forged 
a politica l em bodim ent the Palestine Libera­
tion Organisation which is recognised by the 
whole w orld com m unity, as well as region­
al and in ternational institutions.

Despite the m any massacres the PLO has 
always led the campaigns of the people. It 
w ill be in the forefront of all future struggles 

against Zionism.

A just and comprehensive peace in the 
middle East can only be achieved if  Israel ac­
cepts to ta l and unconditional w ithdraw al 
from  all occupied Arab and Palestinian te r­

ritories. It also has to restore all inalienable 
rights of the Palestinian people. The outcome 
of this is the recognition of the state of Pales­

tine. □

P o r tra y  R e n a m o  B a n d its  in  th e ir  True C o lours

T
he Chairman of the PNDC Flt-Lt Jerry 
John Rawlings, has said tha t the 
RENAMO bandits have caused so 

much.destruction in Mozambique tha t they 
should not be presented as a respectable po­
litical grouping during negotiations for a 

settlement.

He said M aputo has gone through a lo t 
o f hard tim es because o f the ir activities and 
urged Kenya, wh ich is now try ing  to  find a 
peaceful solution to the conflict, to  place the 
bandits in the right political perspective.

Receiving Dr Fluid Ikusa Maluki, Kenyan 
High Commissioner to Ghana, at the Castle,

Personal
View
Point
Professor P.T. Kazembe 
PhD. (London)

Osu, Chairman Rawlings said RENAMO is not 
a viable politica l en tity  and should be treat­
ed as such.

He told Dr. M aluki who had called to say 
farewell after a four-year du ty tou r tha t ex­
ternal forces which aid the bandits try  to put 
an aura of respectability around them.

Flt-Lt Rawlings praised Kenyan President 
Daniel arap M oi’s efforts at promoting preser­
vation of the ecology and said Africa had 

suffered a lo t o f damage.
Chairman Rawlings said consumer a tti­

tudes in developed countries Have led to this 
and expressed the hope tha t policies aimed 
at preserving the-ecology would be pursued.

Z
im babwe nas been accorded w ith  
another first, this tim e in the im por­
tan t field of education, a United Na­

tion ’s Children Educational Funds (UNICEF) 
report published recently stated tha t Zim­
babwe had made the m ost impressive ad­
vancement in Africa since 1980, the year in 
which Zimbabwe attained its po litica l in ­
dependence after a bloody protracted war 
which claimed thousands upon thousands 
of Zimbabwean r, ecious lives. The accolade 
followed in the wake of the President of Zim-

He added that Africa has paid enough price 
for the level of development of certain coun­
tries and again expressed the hope tha t all 
would ensure tha t the ecological balance is 

restored.

Dr. M aluki traced Ghana/Kenya relations 

from  the colonial era and said they have 
been improving over the years and called for 
m ore co opera tion  between the tw o  
countries.

Dr. M oham m ed Ibn Chambas, Deputy 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs, said Accra and 
Nairobi could co-operate in agriculture, Kenya 
having advanced so much in this area. □

babwe, His Excellency, Robert Gabriel 
Mugabe’s being presented w ith  the presti­
gious US$100 000 award for the Sustaina­
ble End o f Hunger in Africa and other con ti­
nents. The education award can fu lly  be ap­
preciated if one takes cognisance of the fact 
tha t Zimbabwe votes the largest budgetary 
sums of m oney to  education ahead of 
defence and health. A ttem pts by  the Inter­
nationa) M onetary Fund (IMF) to  have edu­
cation spend.-ig reduced were futile. Presi­
dent Mugabe stuck to his government’s poli-
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cy of investing the most in education. The 
purpose of this artile is to “ pu t the cards on 
the table” , in  other words to  explain the 
m ajor reasons w hy UNICEF concluded that 
Zimbabwe had made the greatest education­
al strides.

D iscrim ination
Soon after independence, the government 
did not d illy  da lly in its avowal to  end racial 
discrimination that had been enshrined in the 
colonial regime’s constitution. Black Zimbab­
weans denied legitimate access to education. 
There had been non-equitable provision w ith 
whites enjoying better learning facilities; con­

genial pupil-teacher ratio. In po in t of fact, 
there had been tw o Education Secretaries, 
one for the white education and the other 
for native education although there had been 
one white M inister of Education! A decree 
was passed by the then Secretary for A fri­
can Education Mr. A J Smith, the basis for 
which was the Psychologist, M rs Jane Fen­
ner’s views who came to the conclusion that 
on ly twelve and half percent of one eighth 
of all the black pupils who wrote the Grade 
7 examination had the mental calibre or the 
needed intellectual prowess to be able to 
w ithstand the rigours of secondary educa­
tion  and then proceed to University; what 
b la tan t d iscrim ination of m isconceptions of 
d iffering inherent capabilities!

Sex d isc rim in a tion
For decades m any Africans in th is country 
were grossly misguided about the objectives 
of learning, we thought that it was to  secure 
a “ white-collar”  job, not surprisingly, there­
fore, m any scorned manual w ork and the 
study of practical subjects. However, when 
somewhat belatedly some realised the im ­
portance of education, the heavy stress on 
the study of academic subjects became less. 
African parents, the m a jo rity  of them, had 
regarded the education of girls as not w orth ­
while; it was only a sheer waste of money." 
M isconceptions about differences between 
African boys and girls have now disappeared. 
Chibero Agricultura l College at Sandrigham 
near Norton was the firs t to  “ thaw  the ice” 
in terms of sex discrim ination in subject 
choice. Gone are the days when women were 
despicably and inherently regarded as inferi­
or in term s of body sinews. In m any in ­
stances o f husbands and w ife altercations 
where disagreements have to  be settled by 
the exchange of blows, many women get the 
better of the pugilistic exchanges! This is 
quite a far-cry from the old days when a wife 
could easily be cowed and silenced by the 
angry, boom ing threatening voice of her 
husband.

E thnic d iscrim ina tion
A desperate attempt was made by the coloni­
al regime in order to try  and thw a rt African 
genuine claims to decent education. In pu r­
suance of this heinous th inking secondary 
schools were divided into Group A and Group 
It The form er were in the all-white suburbs 
(Low density) and the latter in the townships 
(High density). W hat th is meant in practical 
I arms was tha t a low  density student could 
only be adm itted in to an A school if his par­
ents owned immovable property in the en­

virons o f the school. The practice quite sur­
prisingly still obtains to this day. The notori­
ous Education Act of 1979 was passed a l­
low ing the different ethnic groups to build 
their own schools which were to  be used ex­
clusively by the children of those ethnic 
groups, be it Greek, Indian etc. This was sanc­
tion ing o f the establishment of com m unity 
schools. Lomagundi College was bu ilt w ith  
this in m ind, bu t uppermost in the minds of 
the designers was financial considerations 
which they thought could bar Africans. The 
ZANU (PF) G overnm ent exp ed itiou s ly  
scrapped the Act.

Policies
The g o ve rn m e n t pu rsue d  v ig o ro u s  
programmes. First, it opened the “ flood­
gates" which had ensured tha t blacks were 
perm anently denied access to education. 
W ithou t access to education, blacks were 
reduced to the level of second class citizens 
in the country of their own b irth . When the 
people’s government come to  power, it 
declared education a “ B irth-right” . Thus, to ­
d a y ,'n o  child is denied education in this 
country on the basis of race, colour or creed. 
The government went further and decreed 
in September, 1980, tha t prim ary education 
was free for all. This step was the more poig­
nant and coupled w ith  the Government’s in ­
troduction of National Health Service, 
although on a differential scale, it  indeed met 
the requirements of the old Latin adage, 
“ Mens sana in corpore sano”  (“ a health m ind 
in  a hea lthy  body” ). There was an 
“ avalanche”  in the quest for education. This 
created m ammoth problems; but the Govern­
ment met them w ith determination. The first 
major problem was that concerning teachers. 
The pre-independence small teaching m an­

power could not conceivably cope.

Teacher Education
A teacher programme code-named ZINTEC 
(Zimbabwe National Teacher Education Cer­
tificate) was launched. It was two-pronged; 

to  tra in  teachers and to alleviate the acute 
teachers shortage. To th is end, ZINTEC was 
a com bination of classroom learning and 
practical application of the theoretical 
knowledge tha t had been gained. The 
trainees had stints in the field where they 
had to do the real work of teaching. The “ stu­
den t" received a deserved stipend. The 
teachers worked under unsavoury conditions 
where laboratories were non-existent. The 
Government introduced its innovative ZIM- 
SCIENCE. Learning kits were produced to ena­
ble teaching and learning of Science to take 
place in the absence of scientific facilities. Im ­
pressive results have been obtained through 
the use of the science kits. The Government 
w ent fu rthe r and recruited expatria te 
teachers all aimed at ensuring provision of 
education for all. Then came another m ajor 
problem tha t of the shortage of school 
buildings.

Com m unities
The Government realistically decided to  go 
for an association w ith the local people who 
w ould  shoulder the responsibility of m ould­
ing bricks, carrying sand and stones plus hir­
ing builders. For its part, the Government

provided all the required build ing materials. 
This astitu te move made the parents much 
more interested in the education of the ir off 
spring. The association was further strength­
ened by the in tensity of adult literacy and 
the teaching of women in matters of income 
generating projects based on co-operative de­
v e lo p m e n t w hose m odern  approach  
demanded knowledge which the ord inary 
people loved. Significant strides have been 
made and these m ust be seen and appreciat­
ed against the main trends of Zimbabwean 
education since 1980!

New Ideologies
The Government introduced new educational 
ideologies. The first is Education W ith Produc­
tion  — a philosophical tenet of the practical 
application of school learning to the real — 
life situation away from the school. Very few 
seriously engage in learning for its own sake. 
Most ju s tif ia b ly  po in t out and argue that 
learning outcomes must bring positive 
results. A student who learns mathematics 
at the elementary stage, goes to a supermar­
ket to buy something, but is unable to  check 
for himself whether or not he has been given 
correct change would obviously, have ex­
pended his energy in vain, not to  m ention 
the squandering of money tha t m ight have 
been invested in his learning by his parents 
and others and the Government in some 

cases. Education With Production was for­
m ally launched at Chindunduma Youth 
Academ y (1981) by President Robert 
Mugabe in his capacity as the then Prime 
Minister. The princip le caught the m inds of 
many. It was not long before schools prided 
themselves in having lush gardens

There were tremendous spin-offs. Schools 
sold the produce and were, thus, able to aug 
ment the ir lim ited school budgets. The stu­
dents were strongly urged to go and grow 
vegetables in the ir home gardens. This pu t 
in to  sharp focus how education can easily 
be made relevant to the real — life situation.

Education For Self Reliance is another te­
net. The programm e was in itiated at Majo- 
da Farm in Matabeleland. However, the m an­
tle for continued inspiration about th is ideol 
ogy was given to Rusununguko (Freedom) 
School in Ruwa near Bromley on the w ay to 
Marondera. When a child is born he is not 
breast-fed or spoon-fed for the rest of his life. 
There comes a tim e when he m ust stand on 
his own tw o feet and look after himself. Simi 
la rly in education, a learner m ust learn in ­
form ation and acquire such skills tha t-w ill 
stand him  in good stead when he fina lly 
leaves school. Education w ith Production and 
Education For Self-Reliance are related. The 
Government set up the Education W ith 
Production Foundation, a tra in ing school 
where theory and practice are neatly in ter­
woven. Implementation of the ideologies can­
not be realised w ithou t a consideration of 
the part tha t must be of necessity, be played 
by Practical Subjects.

The Government seriously and jrdenuy 
embarked on the path of m aking the study 
of practical subjects com pulsory w ith  the 
building of Belvedere Teachers College on the 
outskirts of Harare. The build ing was made
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possible through generous funding by the 
American Government. Students are bound 
to  study the teaching of at least one practi­
cal subject be it  technical drawing, home eco­
nomics, carpentry or whatever. The study of 
practical subjects was made com pulsory in 
secondary schools. Up to the second year 
o f secondary schooling, all students have to 
study both academic and practical subjects. 
On the basis o f their performance in the ex­
am ination the students are then chanelled 
in to  either the academic stream w ith  the 
hope tha t they w ill eventually s tudy at the 
University, or the largely vocational stream. 
A fter “ O”  Level these students are expected 
to  take up apprenticeship and other career- 
oriented pursuits. The students who are re­
quired to  fo llow  the vocational path are not 
necessarily doomed. There is provision tha t 
they can join their “academic”  counter parts 
depending, of course, on their academic per 
formance. I now turn to  a discussion of one 
o f the outstanding achievements in the 
educational sphere.

P
alestinians in the Occupied Territories 
and the Diaspora are calling for an in ­

ternational peace conference on the M iddle 
East now tha t the counterfeit peace plan ad­
vanced by Israel has been exposed as a 
ie lay ing tactic.

The calls for an in ternational conference 
followed the recent collapse of the Israeli coa­
lition government, which was precipitated by 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s refusal to  ap­
p ly his own plan for elections in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip.

The PLO, backed by the Palestinian mtita- 
da and Diaspora, had accepted the Shamir 
plan as a firs t step tow ard the achievement 
o f the Palestinian people’s righ t to  self- 
determ ination in the ir own land

Child Education
The greatest concern of the Government has 
been over Child Education. This is the p rov i­
sion of conducive and congenial environ­
ments and materials tha t can ensure, w ith in  
lim its tha t a firm  foundation for formal learn­
ing (i.e. prim ary schooling) is laid. This is the 
hall-mark of pre-school learning tha t had v ir­
tua lly  been non-existent for Africans before 
the advent of independence. In the mid-70’s 
a start was made on Play Groups. This fiz­
zled out. It was w ith  St. M ary ’s Early Learn­
ing Centre proffered tha t the Government 
held the reigns. Pre-school teachers were 
trained and others were trained to  become 
teachers of future pre-school teachers. Apart 
from  the fact tha t pre-school learning is v i­
ta l for the start of formal schooling, this can­
not be realised if  attem pts are not made to 
m aintain and secure the welfare of the chil­
dren. It was on this tha t The Child Survival 
and Development Foundation was founded. 
It has several Chapters throughout the 
country.

The PLO acceptance had throw n Shamir’s 
Likud Bloc in to  confusion.

The Likud had proposed the plan in 
response to in ternational pressure on the 
Jewish state to  move tow ard a peaceful set­
tlement, as the PLO had done. Likud’s as­
sum ption was tha t the Palestinians would 
reject the proposal, which would bring the 
peace process to  a halt and allow Israel to 
m aintain its hold on the Palestinians’ land 
w ithou t incurring the wrath of tne in terna­
tiona l com m unity l

The Palestinians did no t cooperate, 
however. Adapting quickly to  the new s itu ­
ation, they said they were ready to  go along

(Continued next page)

Zimbabwe’s th rust for Child Education is 
not lim ited to  “ norm al”  children — the dis­
abled have not been forgotten. In 1981 the 
year of the disabled, Zimbabwe set up the 
ZIMCARE TRUST for the teaching and rehabili­
ta tion  of the disabled. Jairos Jiri Centre, St. 
Giles, Emerald Hill and Capota school for the 
blind, have come under the same umbrella, 
orphanages have been established through­
out the country.

D issem ination: Mass M edia

Zimbabwe's educational advancement would 
not have been realised in the absence of an 
efficient, well-defined system of in form ation 
dissemination.

The most daunting task tha t confronted 
the Zimbabwean Government at indepen­
dence w ith  regards to  “ selling”  its policies 
to the masses was tha t of restructuring the 
mass media into a system of information dis­
semination tha t could be identified w ith  the 
people. Thus, a “ people-oriented" media was 
introduced, by way of government purchas­
ing the m ajority  shares in some media o r­
ganisations, as well as changing the ed itori­
al policies of others.

Zimbabwe Broadcasting Corporation’s ra­
d io channels were extended so as to  fu lly  
cater for the interests of the majority. Hence, 
h itherto “ un im portan t”  areas of education­
al development, such as news about our own 

rural developments, were given prominence 
in the post-independence school syllabi. To 
this end, a radio channel (Radio Four) which 
is exclusively educational, was established.

While Radio Channels One and Three most­
ly  cater for a small sector of the com m uni­
ty, Radio Two is a “ Mass Station ”, and it  too 
is geared towards highlighting developmen­
ta l issues closer to home.

The na tion ’s TV broadcasts, which were 
almost exclusively aimed at the white 
populace prior to  independence, were im ­
mediately altered at independence in keep­
ing w ith  the governm ent’s policy of " in fo r­
m ation for a ll” . Thus, vernacular languages 
were introduced on local television; drama 
tha t is more akin to  our situation is being 
screened; and there is now a detailed seg­
ment o f local news on the main bulletins.

The in troduction o f rural newspapers was 
another positive step taken by the govern­
ment towards enlarging the sphere of flow  
of in form ation in Zimbabwe. These publica­
tions, in most cases published in vernacu­
lar, are now w ith in easy and affordable reach 
of the rural population.

The achievements of the Zimbabwean 
government in the field of in form ation dis­
semination cannot be over-emphasized. One 
hopes, however, that the problem of distabili­
sation propaganda against Zimbabwe by ra­
cist South Africa will be effectively contained.

□

Time for a Peace Conference
Now that the Israeli Peace Plan has been exposed as a 

delaying manoeuvre, w ill the international Community go 

back to the Palestinian initiative?

C o m r a d e  N a t h a n  S h a m u y a r i r a ,  M i n i s t e r  o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ,  c h a t t i n g  t o  C o m r a d e  A l i  H a i i m e h ,  
t h e  P L O  A m b a s s a d o r  t o  Z i m b a b w e
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with the Israeli plan, making it plain that they 
were ready to try  any avenue tha t could lead 
to  the achievement of the ir human and na­
tional rights.

This left it  up to the Israeli government to 
either press ahead w ith  its own plan or k ill 
it. Predictably, Prime M in ister Shamir decid­
ed to  k ill it, leaving nothing on the table but 
the peace plan originally proposed by the 
PLO, which calls for the establishment of an 
independent Palestinian state in the West 
Bank and Gaza tha t would live in peace w ith 
Israel.

That outcome, the Palestinians proposed, 
should be arrived at in negotiations to  be 
conducted in the context of an in ternation­
al conference attended by Israel, the PLO, the 
Arab states concerned and the permanent 
members of the UN Security Council, who 
would endorse the agreements reached and 
set all parties’ m inds at ease by institu ting 
whatever arrangements are needed to 
guarantee the security of the states involved.

Khalaf
Salah Khalaf (Abu lyad), the PLO’s second- 
in-command, recently called on the US to 
start preparations for an international peace 
conference, now tha t it  had become clear to 
everyone tha t Israel was no t ready to  volun­
ta rily  take the smallest step toward a peace­
fu l settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict.

W hat was evident to the Palestinians from 
the beginning, Abu Iyad said, should now be 
evident to  everyone: the Shamir plan, which 
the US took to  be a sign of Shamir’s readi­
ness to  move tow ard a just peace step by 
step, was nothing but a tactical manoeuvre 
to obstruct the Palestinian peace in itiative.

“ The PLO demonstrated utm ost flexib ility  
in dealing w ith  the plan and its various o ff­
shoots, including the five points of US Secre­
ta ry  of State James Baker," he said, “ and yet 
it  was blocked by Israel. We must now go 
back to the Palestinian peace in itia tive and 
its call for an international peace conference.”

Israel has consistently rejected the idea of 
an in ternational conference on the grounds 
tha t the entire w orld  w ith  the exception of 
the US disapproved of Israeli policies, and the 
conference would therefore be little  more 
than an in ternational tribunal, w ith  Israel in 
the dock. That objection has since been un­
dermined by roo t changes in the Soviet Un­
ion, which has reestablished consular relu 
tlons w ith  the Jewish state and dem onstrat­
ed its good w ill by perm itting  its lewish 
citizens to  emigrate, and by sim ilar cnanges 
In Eastern Europe, some o f whose states 
have already resumed dip lom atic relations 

w ith  Israel.

Labor
Asked whether the PLO w ould  welcome the 
lormation of an Israeli government led by the 
Labor Party of Shimon Peres, Abu iyad said 
the PLO’s a ttitude would be determined by 
the Peace program Labor proposed

Palestinians in the Occupied Territories, 
less Inclined toward diplomatic niceties, said 
they felt a Labor-led Israeli government

would do nothing to advance the peace 
process.

Intifada leaders said there was no differ­
ence between Likud and Labor except in tac­
tics. Both rejected the Palestinian people’s 
right to self-determination, both were op­
posed to  negotiations w ith  the PLO, which 
most of the world has recognised as the sole 
legitim ate representative of all the Palestini­
ans, and both were dertermined to maintain 
Israel's hold on all or most of the Palestini­
ans’ te rrito ry, including the Palestinian half 
o f Jerusalem. The difference was tha t while 
Likud pursued this policy w ith utter disregard 
for in ternational public opinion, Labor pu r­
sued it more circumspectly, dissembling 
whenever necessary to  represent itself as a 

peace seeker.

The Intifada leaders pointed out that it was 
a Labor government tha t took over the West 
Bank, the Gaza Strip and the Golan Heights, 
it  was a Labor government tha t seized over 
50 percent of the Palestinians’ land in the 
West Bank and Gaza; and it was a Labor 
government tha t launched the Jewish settle­
ment program in the occupied areas.

Iron  fist
“ The outside w orld  also conveniently over­
looks the fact tha t everything tha t is being 
done to the Palestinians in the occupied Ter­
ritories now is being done not by  Likud but 
by Labor," one Intifada leader said. “ The so- 
called ‘iron fis t policy,’ wh ich has killed 
around 800 Palestinians, maimed of thou ­
sand and crowded tens of thousands more 
in to Israeli concentration camps, is the brain­
child o f outgoing Defense M in ister Yitzhak 
Rabin, who is not on ly a member o f the 
Labor Party bu t a contender to  Labor 
leadership.”

The Intifada leaders said tha t the Labor- 
Likud dispute tha t brought down the coali­
tion government was not over objectives but 
over means. Likud, afraid tha t a Palestinian- 
Israeli dialogue would set in m otion an un­
stoppable democratic process tha t would in­
ev itab ly  lead to  Palestinian human and na­
tional rights, wanted the process nipped in 
the bud regardless of in ternational reaction. 
The more subtle Labor Party, aware tha t Is­
rael could not survive for long as an in ter­
national outcast, was in favour of going 
ahead w ith  the process, confident tha t it  
could destroy it  from  w ith in  w ith  its arsenal 
of negotiating ploys w ithout appearing to op­

pose the idea of peace.

Some Intifadists are convinced tha t the 
deadlock tha t led to  the collapse of the Is­
raeli government is itself a well thought out 
politica l manoeuvre to  push a peaceful set­
tlem ent as far into the future as possible.

The pause needed for the form ation of a 
new government, whether it  was managed 
w ith  or w ithou t new elections, would leave 
the in ternationa l com m unity w ith  no Israeli 
leadership on which to  exert pressure and 
give Israeli parties the breathing space they 
need to  regroup and plan their next 
stonewalling manoeuvre.

The idea, those Intifadists believe, was to 
gain as much time as possible, in the hope

tha t Rabin’s “ iron fis t" could pound all hope 
out of the Palestinians, or tha t some region­
al or in ternational development would 
reshuffle the cards and give Israel a few more 
years to  consolidate its fa it accompli in the 
Palestinian territories.

Whatever Israel’s motives may be, the 
Palestinians are ready for all eventualities.

Said one Intifada leader in Jerusalem: “ It 
w ill take more than murder and bone­
breaking to  crush the Intifada. Rabin may 
have an iron fist, but our people’s determ i­
nation to  be free is unbreakable.”

Husseini
A  leading Palestinian peace activist, Jerusa­
lem ’s Faisal al-Husseini, to ld  newsmen last 
m onth tha t his people were w a iting  for the 
new Israeli government, ready to  give as 
good as they get.

“ If the new government opts for peace, we 
w ill be ready to deal w ith  it ,"  he said. “ If it 
opts for war, we w ill be ready for tha t too.” d

Namibia: Equation 
with Many 

Unknown Quantities

By Y. Fedunov

U h u r u  a t  L a s t !  T h e  N a m i b i a n  F l a g  i s  
h o i s t e d  i n  W i n d h o e k

T
he more time passes since the procla­
m ation o f Namibia’s independence, 
the more striking become numerous 

problems it has inherited from the South Afri­
can Adm inistration: a 200-m illion budget 
deficit, 35 percent unemployment, a ten-fold 
difference between the incomes o f whites 
and blacks, a glaring disproportion in land 
ownership and a dire shortage of urban 

housing.
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As they say in Africa, even a very strong 
man is unable to carry tw o jugs o f water on 
his head at once, and even the most dexter­
ous cannot take a step w ith  tw o  legs sim ul­
taneously. However, in a country where war 
has just stopped, delay in resolving any of 
these problems threatens to d isturb a still- 
fragile social peace.

In this situation, the Namibian Government 
w ill have to prove adept at tightrope-walking 
to  solve economic and social problems. 
Though reforms are indispensable, they 
should be made very cautiously to  prevent 
the destruction of the already existing eco­
nomic mechanism, which has very important 
merits, despite obvious demerits. Its m ajor 
elements, such as the m ining industry  and 

big farms, have adapted themselves well to 
rigorous m arket conditions.

Namibia should learn from  the mistakes 
o f other African countries, in which too rad 
ical reforms have resulted in deplorable loss­
es. About th ir ty  o f them  have to  pay now 
for past mistakes. The Namibian economy 
does not need to be treated in such a way, 
but it should meet the interests of the Namib­
ians. This is no easy task, bearing in m ind 
the coun try ’s dependence on South Africa, 
from  which it im ports the greater part o f its 
food.

As was pointed out by President Sam Nu- 
joma, this is the cause of high prices, the 
budget deficit and the decreasing number of 

jobs in agriculture. He said tha t most, if not 
all, of Nam ibia’s food requirements can be 
m et in the country itself.

However, the growing of one or another 
crop is not such a big stumbling block as the 
economic expediency o f doing this. The in ­
dustrialised countries’ success in agriculture 
and the ir po licy o f subsidising exports are 
perhaps major factors impeding the solution 
o f the food problem in Africa. Though expen­
sive, im ported products often cost less for 
the Africans than their own. Not all countries, 
however, can do w ithou t im ported food­
stuffs, though the ir agriculture in th is case 
has no stim ulus for development.

Namibia’s rejection of the reliance on food 
imports from South Africa tha t has been im ­
posed on it could lessen o f course the load 
on the budget. But what would be South Afri­
ca’s position, if  this were to happen, on Wal- 
vis Bay, the only deep water port in the coun­
try? W ithout it, Namibia w ill not be able to 
make use o f the rich fish resources o f the 
coastal waters. Apart from  solving the food 
problem, fishing can become even more 
profitable than the m in ing industry.

There are some other problems. For in ­
stance, should the government cut retail 
prices even if it  finds more advantageous 
sources of food im ports than South Africa? 
Such measures would lessen social tension. 
But, on the other hand, they would not result 
in self-sufficiency, because low prices under­
m ine local production.

Likewise, the transfer of part o f big farms 
to peasants having insufficient arable land 
would help lower the unemployment rate, 
but would be unlikely to quickly substantially 
increase commercial output. Peasants do not 
have enough funds to develop modem highly 
profitable agriculture, add to this the low ef­
fective demand in towns.

In a word, there is no universal solution 
to the economic problem. Different versions 
and their combinations are possible, but each 
of them has its own advantages and disad­
vantages. The on ly th ing tha t should not be 
done is to repeat the mistakes of the first 
generation of African leaders: to build 
"presidentia l”  and “ governmental villages” , 
maintain an arm y of incompetent and high­
ly paid officials and have fleets o f govern­

ment Mercedes. The tem ptation is great of 
course among certain Namibians, but if such 
practices take the upper hand, the country 
w ill have not the slightest chance o f becom­
ing tru ly  independent and industrialised. □

Israel Accused of Human Rights
Violation

A
new report by the Swedish organisa 
tion: Save The Children, accuses Israel 

o f major human rights violations against chil­
dren during the 30 m onths of the Palestini­
an Uprising in the Occupied Territories, in ­
cluding responsibility in the death of more 
than 150 children w ith the average age of 10.

In a four-volume-study issued on Wednes­
day, after a tw o  year investigation, the or­
ganisation charged tha t Israeli soldiers had 
shot and killed children inside the ir homes, 
beaten thousands of children under the age 
o f five and held youths in at least nine de­
tention camps.

Investigators for Save the Children com 
piled records o f 159 deaths and 7 100 beat­
ings involving people 15 years of age and 
under during the tw o years of the Palestini­
an Uprising. They estimated tha t 50 000 to 
63 000 children were treated for injuries dur­
ing that time including at least 6 500 wound­
ed by gun-fire.

The report maintained tha t Israel’s expla­
nations for the deaths were false or inade 
quate and tha t it ’s formal rules against the 
shooting and beating of children have been 
systematically flouted.

Although children have partic ipated in 
dem onstrations and stone throw ing, the 
report said, more than half of those killed 
“ were not in the vicinity of a protest activity”

“ Researchers fo r th is  re p o rt have 
documented indescrim inate beatings, tear- 
gasing and shooting of children at home or 
just outside the house, playing in the streets, 
sitting in the classrooms or going to the 
shops for groceries” .

The report said tha t "the  vast m ajority  of 
injuries were caused when the soldiers used 
the ir lethal and alledgedly non lethal 
weapons against the children in a mannet 
unreasonable, unjustified, excessive and 
un law fu l” .

This Save the children report supports ar­
guments by some Israelis and human-rights 
groups tha t the Israeli arm y has regularly 
used excessive force against children even 
in vio lation of its own regulations and tha t 
soldiers have beaten and shot many children 
who were not involved in protests.

This report could renew controversy in Is 
rael over what has been one of the most sen­
sitive issues surrounding Israel’s handling of 
the Intifada.

Save the Children is a private child 
advocacy group that has done sim ilar studies 
in other parts of the world. The investigation 
was directed by Anne Nixon, an American 
who previously worked in the East (erusa- 
lem field office of Save the Children federa­
tion. □
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Present and Future 
Existence of Private Radio 
Stations in Africa: Advantages 
and Disadvantages

IPaper presented to the 29th Conference of 
the Union of Radio and Television Organi­
sations in Africa (URTNA) by the ZBC in 1988\

T
he question of private radio stations 
or private broadcasting organisations 
in Africa, which is up for debate by 

the URTNA General Assembly seems to sig­
nal tha t there is something amiss in our 
present broadcasting system in terms of 
structure, operations or the qua lity  of 

programmes.

The implication here is that the private sys­
tem  of broadcasting, if  introduced, is likely 
to  im prove the situation and yet the other 
perspective could be tha t the advocates of 
privatisaton are deliberately seeking to un­
dermine or destabilise the status-quo for 

purely commercial purposes.

These seems to  be the parameters w ith in  
which the debate about the privatisation of 
the radio stations on the continent of Africa 

is being launched.

Inheritance
The issues need, to be discussed w ith in  the 
broad political, economic and social frame­
w o rk  of the free-market economy inherited 
by the African countries at independence and 
which has continued to exist w ith in the same 

context.

Efforts by African Governments to  effect 
economic and social reforms and the degree 
to  which they affected the mass media in ­
stitu tions need also to be considered.

M y thesis is tha t the debate about private 
radio stations in Africa takes place in a con­
tinen t where private enterprise or the 
capita list system is dom inant.

This essentially means m ost of the m ajor 
econom ic base-m anufacturing, m in ing, 
agriculture, construction etc. are concentrat­
ed in the private sector — domestic as well 
as international, w ith  the latter in most cases, 

dom inating.

It sounds ironical to debate the need for 
the establishment of private radio stations 
in Africa when the free-enterprise system is 
the dom inant socio-economic formation. M y 
second thesis is tha t African and other de­
veloping nations have been confronted w ith  
a situation in which they have to  use the 
ideological apparatus — the state, education­
al institu tions and the mass media to  m obi­
lise the ir peoples for the transform ation of 
the inherited capitalist system into a system 
which is free o f exploitation.

For the past th irty  years ailing elites in Afri­
ca having been try ing to create a stable po­
litica l culture which would be instrum enta l 
in effecting positive economic reforms for the 
impoverished population o f the continent.

Given the crucial role inform ation plays in 
society, the mass media were integral com­
ponents in the battle for the creation of sta­

ble politica l order.

However, experience in Africa has shown 
.i series o f acts of destabilisation of Govern­
m ent ideologically, d ip lom atica lly  and 
m ilita rily , resulting in economic stagnation 

and loss of human life.

Fragile system
In other words the African politica l system 
has been and does remain fragile, to  the 
benefit of its enemies. The mass media ra­
dio, newspapers and television have been the 
main focus of Government control or 

influence.

It follows, therefore, tha t the question of 
establishing private radio or broadcasting 
stations in Africa is indeed a sensitive po liti­
cal issue w ith  many ramifications.

The question also remains whether the ex­
isting mass media infrastructure, in terms of 
ownership control and content, has met the 
expectations of the people of Africa.

Debate on Privatisation 
The same question may be posed w ith  
regard to  the politica l and economic struc­
tures and policies African Governments have 
pursued since independence. It is against this 
background tha t th is Assembly has put 
privatisation of radio stations in Africa on the 

table for debate.

It is therefore, imperative tha t we examine 
the concept of free-enterprise in the mass me­
dia industry of the advanced capitalist 

countries.

Ownership of the mass
Private ownership of the means of econom­
ic production is a fundam ental princip le of 
a capitalist society. Mass media institu tions 

are no exception to this rule.

The m ajor functions of mass media insti­
tu tions under th is s ituation can be sum­

marised as follows:-
(1) Broadcasting institu tions and any other 
mass media institu tions m anufacture and 

distribute inform ation.

In other words, the mass media defends and 
promotes the politica l culture of western 

societies.

As economic enterprises, radio, television 
and newspapers are expected to  generate 
wealth for the ir owners. The economic 
dimension of the mass media in this context 
is pro fit making. W ithin this context, we find 
the privatisation of the mass media charac­
terised by the following:-
(a) cut throat competition among the own­

ers of radio and television stations, cine­
ma and newspapers m ainly for the con­
tro l and dom ination of the market.

This com petition occurs v irtua lly  on 
every level of the production process: 
p lan n in g  con tro l, im p le m e n ta tio n  
calibre of personnel (both managers and 
operators) and standard of products, 
marketing technology, research and in­
vestm ent projects.

Can’t Stand Challenges
These enterprises which cannot stand the 
challenges of the market forces are com­
pelled to  fold up and hence the emergence 

of mergers.

In the final analysis, we end up w ith  a few 
m ulti-m illion dollar media conglomerates 
dom inating the industry in  both industria ­
lised and less industrialised nations.

The case of Rupert M urdoch w ith  his vast 
investments in British, American and Aus­
tra lian newspaper and television industries, 
is a good example. So, w hat starts as free 
com petition, ends w ith  giant monopolies.

Media Function
The other function of the mass media in this 
context is the massive production of cheap 
cultural products — so-called human interest 
programmes dom inated by permissive sex­
ual acts and violence. The m anufacturer of 
this kind of cheap leisure culture is p rom pt­
ed by the desire to  make and accumulate 
wealth at all costs. There is little  or no sensi­
tiv ity  to  the real needs and aspirations of the 

consumers.

One serious negative im pact of th is cheap 
culture is to depoliticise the audience by way 
of discouraging them from following serious 
educational programmes, (effectively) dis­
couraging them from following the pertinent 

issues affecting their lives.

In countries like Britain, where there is a 
tradition of Public Service Broadcasting, free 
advertising, which has co-existed w ith  p r i­
vate broadcasting institu tions there seems 
to be m ounting pressure from  the ruling elite 
for the de regulation of the form ei system.

In other words the fu ll commercialisation 
of radio and television which was launched 
in 1976, is w orth  considering in th is debate 
1. In its first phase, deregulation saw the set­
ting up of hundreds of local T.V. stations. The 
stations lacked the resources and skills com­
pared w ith  the state broadcasting agencies 
and relied heavily on advertising..The quali­
ty  of programmes was varied bu t generally 

of a low  quality.

Monopoly of ownership
The second phase started w ith  big operators 
buying up strings of local stations and, in 
the fina l race, there emerged one m ajor T.V. 
entrepreneur who owns three channels.

Programme content is aimed at advertisers 
and consists essentially of quiz shows, come­
dies, sport, soap-oper? s mainly from the USA 
and South America dubbed in to Italian.

The th ird  phase; Italian broadcasting is said 
to  have settled in to the fo llow ing pattern:
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(a) National or state broadcasting service 
which previously had a m onopoly of 
100% audience now holds 45%.

(b) The owner of the three television chan­
nels now holds the other 45 % of the 
audience.

(c) 10% of the remaining audience is 
fought for by a m yriad of local stations 
including those run by churches, Polit­
ical parties, trade unions etc.

Italian experience
The lessons tha t could be draw n from  the 
Ita lian experience could run as follows:-

(a) Once the public or state broadcasting 
agency is confronted w ith  a situation 
of deregulation — w ith  competitors 
whose overriding interest is to make 
p ro fit it  is compelled to  reduce serious 
programmes in favour of cheap ones 
because failure to  do tha t means los­
ing the audience to  private stations.

The loss of audience is the loss of adver­
tisers who are the source o f revenue.
(b) A lessening o f the enterta inm ent 

programmes become the main diet.

(c) Deregulation results in the replacement 
o f public or state broadcasting m onop­
olies w ith  private ones.

(d) A t its best, public service broadcasting 
helps to preserve a distinctive sem­
blance of national culture whereas 
deregulation creates a cheap commodi­
ty  m arket culture. The fundam ental 
question is how can a balance of the 
tw o  be attained.

Having examined brie fly the princip le of 
private enterprise in so far as it  applies to 
the mass media industry of the advanced 
capitalist countries, we would like now to see 
how  it  can be applied to  the African situa­
tion  w ith  regard to  the establishment of p ri­
vate radio stations.

But tha t analysis on ly makes sense if we 
do understand the present status of state or 
public service broadcasting agencies in 
Africa.

African Broadcasting System 
The main trend in the media industry of A fri­
can countries has heavy in tervention of the 
state in operation o f radio, television and 
newspapers. The ruling elites o f these coun­
tries have justified the in tervention on the 
grounds tha t the mass media, particu larly 
broadcasting, should be used for prom oting 
national development programmes rather 
than be regarded as profit-m aking projects.

Unlike in the industrialised capitalist coun­
tries where commercial considerations take 
precedence, in as far as the media industry 
is concerned, in Africa broadcasting has been 
conceived as an integral element of the state 
m a c h in e ry . W ith  the  e xce p tio n  o f 
newspapers, there has not been a tradition 
of private broadcasting stations.

Features of Media Control
The main features o f mass media control in 
Africa seem to  have fo llowed these lines:-

In most African countries there are one 
pa rty  state regimes who either own or con­
tro l both newspapers and broadcasting in ­
stitutions. The mechanisms o f contro l vary 
from  one country to another, often depend­
ing on whether the regime is m ilita ry  or 
civilian, capitalist or socialist orientated.

In almost all the African countries broad­
casting is regarded as public service and 
placed under a Government M in is try  which 
is responsible for in form ation, com m unica­
tion and sometimes culture. African radio sta­
tions are state monopolies. In some coun­
tries top civil servants are p u t in charge of 
the radio television operations and thus over­
rid ing experienced editors and broadcast 
executives.

in some countries Governments adopt the 
strategy of remote-control in the ir relations 
w ith  national broadcasting organisations. 
They distance themselves from  the day to 
day management o f broadcasting stations 
bu t take a keen interest in the appointm ent 
of editors and other top executives. The or­
ganisation is granted autonomous status in 
as far as the management o f its activities is 
concerned, and is expected to operate on via­
ble business lines. The broadcasting organi­
sations are expected to  give fu ll considera 
tion  to the balance between commercial en­
terta inm ent programmes and development 
oriented programmes.

The m a jo rity  of African Broadcasting sta 
tions operate from  a very narrow  financial 
base, mostly provided by Treasury. In organi­
sations where advertising is allowed the sit­
uation tends to  be better bu t far from  being 
satisfactory. M ost broadcasting stations 
operate on scrap equipm ent unless they 
receive a donation from the industrialised na­
tions. Governments rarely invest in broad­
cast hard ware whether in the form  of 
research or acquisition of equipment and the 
shortage of foreign exchange is more often 
than not the reason given.

The programme content of m ost broad­
casting stations of Africa is dominated by  ur­
ban and western culture.

News bu lle tins  and cu rre n t A ffa irs 
programmes tend to  focus on the elite, and 
lack an indepth analysis of issues tha t affect 
the m ajority of the country ’s population, the 
rura l people. Intensive and extensive rural 
broadcast coverage m ay be hampered by a 
num ber of factors:

(a) absence of a clear national broadcast 
strategy which guides operational 
managers.

(b) lack of transport to  facilitate movement 
of broadcasters.

(c) lack of regional or local radio stations 
in countries where several languages 
are spoken.

(d) lack of reliable and suitable mobile and 
portable broadcast equipment.

(e) recru itm ent of unsuitable persons for 
the rura l operations.

Lack of Motivation
In some African broadcasting organisations 
dem otiva tion of staff is prevalent and tends

to  assume different shapes. Salaries are low, 
prom otions are not based on m erit but on 
special relationships such as coming from the 

same tribe, attending the same college, be­
longing to the same club etc. lack of a proper 
staff tra in ing scheme as an instrum ent of 
raising the professional standards of the 
organisation.

The m onopolistic nature o f African broad­
casting organisations tends to create an in ­
stitu tiona l culture which is to ta litarian, un- 
creative, complacent and stagnant in terms 
of tapping the rich cultural fabric of our 
societies.

This is evident in the area o f T.V. Broad­
casting where broadcasting executives put 
no serious effort at all towards creating lo ­
cal comedy, features, soap operas and 
documentaries because they have easy ac­
cess to  the Western markets. This is an un­
healthy state of affairs.

Another dimension to  the African Broad­
casting organisations is the fact tha t some 
Governments treat them  as public relations 
units.

As long as there is a crew for a head of 
state then everything is a lrigh t w ith  broad­
casting. The concept of public service broad­
casting in some African countries refers to 
the coverage of speeches of Government offi­
cials rather than responding to  the needs of 
the audience.

This is the extreme opposite of the m axi­
mum  pro fit orientated private broadcasting 
system of the advanced capitalist countries.

Private Radio Stations in Africa
The short comings o f the existing broadcast­
ing system tha t I have outlined above can 
be corrected if  there are concerted efforts by 
Governments and broadcasting executives 
to  do so.

The question of private radio or broadcast­
ing stations in Africa should be viewed from 
tw o  perspectives. First, a free-for-all venture, 
in which case whoever has the capital na­
tiona l o r foreign, individuals, companies, or 
communities, can launch a radio station and 
transm it programmes.

Here we have the Italian experience where 
several stations of various sizes spring up 
and have all sorts of programmes.

I argue tha t given the fragile politica l cul­
ture characterised by triba l and regional fac­
tional conflicts, religious factional confronta­
tions, and all sorts of ideological contradic­
tions a free-for all policy on the in troduction 
o f broadcasting stations in Africa is likely to 
bring personal chaos and complete destabili­
sation o f society.

The second consideration is trans national 
m ulti-m edia conglomerates w ill invade the 
broadcasting sector. The consequences are 
tha t the national culture tha t we know o f in 
our societies today w ill be radically altered 
in favour of the com m odity-type for pro fit 
purposes. You can be certain tha t the poten­
tia l danger o f coups and counter-coups be­

ing announced on radio stations tim e and 
again alm ost becomes fashionable.
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Second Perspective
The second perspective to  the in troduction 
of private radio or broadcasting stations in 
Africa is based on w hat I call a planned and 
guided bu t autonomous system of private 

radio stations.

First a national media policy which artic­
ulates goals in the areas of politics, econo­
my, culture, education and other sectors has 

to  be produced by  Government.

This is a kind of mass media investment 
code. On the basis of the defined objectives 
as well as demographic and linguistic struc­
ture of the society, Government m ay decide 
on the num ber of radio or private radio sta­
tions tha t m ust be established throughout 

the country.

Through legislation an autonom ous body 
is formed which grants licences to  private 
individuals to participate in the business ac­

tiv ities of these stations.

The main involvement of the board is sim ­
p ly  to ensure tha t the agreed terms of refer­

ence are being complied w ith .

Basic structure
The basic structure of the terms of reference 
m ay assume the following:-

(a) Individuals, groups and companies are 
awarded contracts to  produce a given num ­
ber o f specific type o f programmes to  be 
transm itted on the established stations for 
a stipulated period. The period could range 
from  six m onths to five years.

(b) The board ensures tha t the guidelines and 
the contracts are being followed by parties 
concerned.

Positive competition
I therefore, argue that the planned and guid­
ed system of private sector partic ipation in 
radio and television broadcasting is likely to 
stim ulate positive com petition w ith  the 
present state of public service broadcasting 
institu tions in Africa.

Secondly, the existence of such a structure 
ensures the use of a wide range of local ta ­
lent. Thirdly, the system prevents the emer­

gence of either state or private monopolies 

in  the broadcasting industry.
Fourthly, foreign investors who want, to 

partic ipate in the local broadcasting indus­
try  have a way of doing so through the stipu­
lated guide-lines. Heavy dependence on im ­
ported programm e material, particu larly in 
the case of television w ill be reduced.

M y position w ith  regard to  the in troduc­
tion of private radio stations in Africa is there­
fore, positive  b u t at the same tim e 

conditional.
Planned and guided private sector botn 

domestic and in ternational partic ipation in 
broadcasting activities for political, economic 

and cultural development.
A single private or state m onopoly broad­

casting institu tion is unlikely to  tap fu lly the 
educational in form ation and entertainm ent 
potentia l of our societies. The co-existence 
of public and private broadcasting ins titu ­
tions is probably the best model. For the 
broadcasting system to  be launched and for 
it  to be effective it  w ill depend to  a very large 
extent on the stability of our political environ­
ment. □

OBITUARY

Comrade 
I David Vine

Jingura

( 1933-90 )

C o m ra d e  D a v id  V ine Ji- 

ngura ZANU (PF) Central Committee member, 

passed away peacefully on the evening of 

15 M ay 1990 at his home in Nyamhondoro 

in Guruve, after a short illness.

A form er Councillor, teacher and un til re­

cently Headmaster of Nyamhondoro Primary 

School in Guruve, Comrade [ingura was 57.

He joined ZANU at its inception in 1963.

W hile in Chinhoyi Comrade (ingura was a 

staunch supporter o f the liberation struggle, 

despite the risks.

A t the b irth  of Zimbabwe Comrade jingura 

was elected firs t D istrict Chairman of ZANU 

PF in Guruve.

In 1982 Comrade jingura was the Trans­

port and Welfare Secretary for Mashonaland 

Central Province.

In the 1984 Provincial elections Comrade 

jingura was elected Deputy Transport and 

Welfare Secretary.

In the same year he rose to the post of 

financial secretary for the province un til the 

end of 1985. During the 1989 Provincial Elec­

t io n s

Comrade Jingura was elected to the post of 

Transport and Welfare Secretary. That same 

year at the United Congress of ZANU PF Com­

rade Jingura was elected to  the Central 

Committee.

A t the time of his death he was a council­

lo r fo r Guruve District.

In a message of condolences the ZANU PF 

First Secretary and President Comrade Robert 

Mugabe described the late Comrade Jingura 

as a tireless w orker who selflessly applied 

him self To the advancement and develop­

m ent of his com m unity in Guruve and the 

country as a whole. Together w ith  the whole 

Provincial leadership, Comrade Jingura 

worked exceedingly hard to  ensure a lands­

lide v ic to ry  for the pa rty  in the 1990 

Presidential and Parliamentary General elec­

tions, Comrade Mugabe said.

Comrade Mugabe added “ It was sadden­

ing tha t Comrade Jingura has left the party 

barely tw o  months in to  the fresh mandate 

for wh ich he had worked hard for.”

Expressing the Party’s and his condolences 

to  the Jingura fam ily Comrade Mugabe said 

they should derive some consolation from  

his “ illustrous role in the pa rty  as well as the 

high regard tha t all o f us in the Central Com­

m ittee had fo r David!”

Comrade Jingura was la id to  rest at his 

home in  Nyamhondoro, Guruve. He is sur­

vived by  three wives and seven children. □
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OBITUARY

Heroes are not Made:

Born in 1958 in Chikwaka district, Goromon- 
zi, o f a humble peasant fam ily, Comrade 
Rhoderick Dzikiti who was later to  be popu­
la rly  known by his Chimurenga name Black 
Sabbath, was a soft spoken, polite person. 
Not on ly was he in telligent but had great v i­
sion o f the future as was later to be 
confirmed.

Comrade Sabbath who soldiered through 
the racist colonial education system during 
his prim ary and secondary education w ith  
the later being undertaken at St John’s Secon­
dary School in Chikwaka collapsed and died 
on the 4 th  of June, 1990 in Marondera.

In his graveside speech at Mashonaland 
East Provincial Heroes Acre, Comrade Syd­
ney Sekeramayi, The Secretary for Security 
in ZANU PF and M in ister o f State for Securi­
ty  in the President’s office in whose M in is­
try  Comrade Sabbath was working, ex­
pressed shock and grief at the untim ely 
death of Comrade Sabbath.

Speaking on behalf o f the Party and 
Government, Comrade Sekeramayi said that 
the Nation and Government has been robbed 
of a gallant son, a great revolutionary and 
a trusted pa rty  cadre. “ However” , he went 
on, “ his words and deeds w ill forever shine 
and ligh t the w ay for us as we fo llow  in his 
footsteps until we bring our revolution to its 
logical conclusion” .

Comrade Sabbath’s revulsion for the ex­
p lo ita tion of man by man, the subjugation 
of his people by British colonialism was fired 
by his experiences when he worked for a 
capita list company in the then Salisbury af­
ter his secondary education. Thus deter­
mined to  contribute towards the liquidation 
o f the evil system of colonialism, the late 
Comrade Sabbath joined the Liberation Strug­
gle in 1975.

The leadership, especially the late Comrade 
Josiah Magama Tongogara who was then the 
Chief-of-Defence and Comrade Emmerson 
Mnangagwa, Security, qu ickly noticed the 
discipline, the ability  to  carry out orders and 
the courage tha t was the character of Com­
rade Sabbath and thus after his m ilita ry and

They Establish a 
Track Record

political training he was attached to the secu­
r ity  department. It was through cadres like 
Comrade Sabbath tha t ZANLA’s intelligence 
netw ork managed to defeat the enemy’s 
clandestine operations aimed at destroying 
the people’s revolution.

Following the signing of the Lancaster 
House agreement in 1979, the late Comrade 
Sabbath was one of the cadres deployed into 
the country to m onitor the s ituation leading 
up to  the 1980 General Elections. He was 
operating in Masvingo Province. Following 
ZANU PF’s resounding election victory, Com­
rade Sabbath worked from  the headquart­
ers o f the CIO under the Prime M in ister’s 
office.

Through the confidence tha t the Party and 
Government had in Comrade Sabbath, he 
was assigned to Matebeleland South as an 
in te lligent officer at a time when the dissi­
dent menace was at its peak.

During the 1985 General Election, Comrade 
Sabbath headed the election m onitoring 
force in the then Kadoma constituency where 
he became a household name because of his 
discipline, love for people and cla rity  of the 
objectives o f the Party and Government 
which he eloquently explained to  the mass­
es. W ith men of the calibre of Comrade Sab­
bath, it  was not surprising tha t ZANU PF 
scored a resounding victory.

Towards the end o f 1985 Comrade Sab­
bath was posted to the Zimbabwe Mission 
in Romania where he worked un til the end 
of 1989. On his return he worked for a time 
in Harare and was la ter posted to M aron­
dera where he met his. untim ely death. He 
is survived by a wife, Comrade Loriet and 
three children.

Comrade Rhodrick Dzikiti’s revolutionary 
track record is living testim ony of the great 
hero tha t he was. Indeed heroes are not 
made, they establish a track record through 
the ir deeds in the service o f the people.

Comrade Sabba, the people of Zimbabwe 
say to  you “ Rest in Peace; We shall never 
forget” . □
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C o m ra d e  E rne s t R u s u n u n g u k o

iK a d u n g u re The late Comrade Ernest Rusununguko 
Kadungure was born on February 13, 1942 
in Chivhu, Midlands Province. His grandpar­
ents bore the brunt of the first Chimurenga 
as Chivhu, then known as Enkeldoorn by the 
colonists, was the headquarters of the ac­
tive armed boers from where they launched 
their raids. Throughout the colonial period 
Enkeldoorn was notorious fo r its white set­
tlers who were die-hard racists. Enkeldoorn 
was the welkom of Zimbabwe.

Thus Comrade Ernest Kadungure was born 
and grew up in an area where the people 
lived under unbridled colonial slavery. The 
young Ernest Kadungure's spirit of resistance 
against British colonialism which was bru­
tal and callous to the core was therefore nur­
tured by these historical experiences.

Eduction
The late Comrade Kadungure received his 
early education at St Thomas, Doromombe 
Mission in Chikomba District. From there he 
went to Loreto Mission then St Augustine, 
Penhalonga.

Spirit of Resistance Fuelled
Over the years that he was going through 
his primary and secondary education, Com­
rade Kandungure could see the large tracks 
of land that were owned by the white set­
tlers as compared to the small fields that his 
parents and others had and felt that this sit­
uation had to be redressed. He also ob­
served that most of his counterparts at lower 
prim ary schools could not secure places for 
further education and this story repeated it­
self when he went fo r secondary education 
and yet white settler children did not face 
the same problem. Again, he felt this was 

grossly unfair.

On his way to St Augustine’s in Penhalon­
ga, Comrade Kadungure used to buy his pro­
visions in the then Enkeldoorn town stores 
through a small window and never allowed 
inside and yet he used to see young white 
boys and girls, some of them even younger 
than himself being served from the counter 
inside the stores. This fuelled his spirit of 
resistence.

Comrade Kadungure — The Youth 
Leader

Therefore, when the National Democratic 
Party was formed on January 1, 1960, it

found an enthusiastic cadre in Comrade 
Kadungure who became its Youth Leader at 
St Augustines.

Kadungure — The Teacher
On leaving St Augustines, Comrade Kadun­
gure took up a teaching post in Harare at 
Chitsere Government School. This period 
provided Comrade Kadungure with the op­
portunity to be exposed to the contradictions 
that existed between the working class and 
the capitalists. He saw the squalid conditions 
under which people in areas like the then 
loburg lines and hostels used to live in, the 
poverty that terrorised the people day in and 
day out and the racial restrictions that lim it­
ed the movement of the people in their own 
country. This experience heightened his un­
derstanding of the evil nature of colonialism 
and further deepened his revulsion of the 
system. It was at this time that the spirit of 
Pan Africanism was gathering momentum 
from the north and he as a young politician 
hungry fo r knowledge widened his scope 
through the reading of newspapers, listen­
ing to outside broadcasts and got inspira­
tion that the enemy was not invincible when 
he got to know more about the indepen­
dence o f Ghana in 1957.

When the NDP was banned in 1961, Com­
rade Kadungure did not look back instead 
the enemy’s actions further strengthened his 
resolve to continue to stand up and be 
counted in the fight against oppression. 
Thus, at the formation o f ZAPU later that 
year, Comrade Kadungure joined the Party 
and became its secretary o f a Youth Branch 
in 1962.

He became popular with his pupils and 
youths fo r they found him fu ll o f knowledge 
that did not only end with issues concern­
ing their educational careers, but broadened 
discussions to include the plight of the op­
pressed masses pointing out to them that 
the settler whites usurped the people’s bir­
thright. As a result he was dismissed from  
his teaching post in 1964.

Kadungure in Zambia
Later in 1964, after having worked for a 
short while with an international oil compa­
ny, Comrade Kadungure moved to Zambia 
where he trained as an Administrator with the 
Zambia Posts and Telecommunications Cor­
poration. In 1966 he trained as a computer 
programmer with the Ministry of Lands and
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Natural Resources then worked for the Minis­
try  as a computer section supervisor.

Kadungure Takes Up The Gun
Comrade Kadungure resigned from the 
M inistry and joined the armed liberation 
struSgle He and among others, Comrades 
M ayor Urimbo, Justin Chauke, Sheba Cava, 
Patrick Mpunzarima who was a member of 
the High Command until his death in a 
Rhodesian raid at Mavonde in Mozambique 
during the Lancaster House talks in 1979 
and Joseph Chimurenga made up the fourth 
intake that underwent military training at In- 
tumbi in Tanzania under the command of 
the la te  Comrade Josiah M agam a  
Tongogara.

Infiltration into Zambia
In December 1969, Comrade Kadungure and 
Comrades Chimurenga (who three years later 
became Provincial Field Operations Com­
mander deploying guerillas who would start 
the war), Cava, Chauke, Mpunzarima, Peter 
Bay Chihota (who died in 1978 in Mozam­
bique from natural causes), Fred Kurauone 
who died from natural causes at Mbeya in 
Tanzania where he was representative), John 
Zende and Gideon Kuzvipa under the com­
mand of Comrade M ayor Urimbo were in­
filtrated into Zambia.

Reconnaisance
In June, 1979, Comrade Kadungure with 

Comrades Urimbo, Chimurenga, Chauke, Ge­
orge Magobeya, Mpunzarima and Kuzvipa 
carried out reconnaisance along the Zambe­
zi river from Feira on the border with 
Mozambique to Kariba. The reconnaisance 
which took a month was later overtaken as 
Comrade Kadungure and his colleagues 
were, on their report back to Comrade Ton­
gogara, informed of discussions that had 
taken place between ZANU and FRELIMO 
and the decision taken to infiltrate into 
Rhodesia through Tete Province, in 
Mozambique.

Kadungure in Tete
Following a dispute that arose between Com­
rade M ayor Urimbo and Comrades Shum- 
ba and Mpofu who were in a group that had 
been assigned to operate with FRELIMO in 
Tete, the latter were withdrawn and Com­
rade Kadungure and Chimurenga replaced 
them. Comrade Kadungure was put in 
charge o f finance as they had about 150 
Rhodesian dollars with them. Once again, 
we see the trustworthiness that was embed­
ded in Comrade Kadungure's character.

Comrade Kadungure and others faced the 
rigours o f guerilla life with FRELIMO in Tete 
without flinching. Comrade Kadungure and 
his colleagues proved to FRELIMO Com­
mander Jose Moyana that they were coura­
geous and determined to offer the highest 
sacrifice in pursuit of their right to self 
determination.

Living testimony o f the above is when in 
mid-1971, the Rhodesian and Portuguese ar­
mies carried out a joint military operation and 
pinned down Comrade Kadungure, his col­
leagues and FRELIMO guerillas at a FRELI­
MO central base north o f the Zambezi. They 
fought a pitched battle and managed to 
repel the enemy.

Kadungure — The Military Instructor
Later in 1971, Comrade Kadungure was 
reassigned as a m ilitary instructor at a new 
camp that had been opened near Iringa in 
Tanzania called Mgagao. This training camp 
replaced Itumbi. Comrade Kadungure ex­
celled in his duties and produced some of 
the finest cadres. Thus through hard work 
and unparalleled determination, Comrade 
Kadungure rose through the ranks o f ZAN- 
LA to become a member o f the General Staff 
and High Command by 1974.

Kadungure in Detention
Following the assassination of Comrade Her­
bert Chitepo in Lusaka, Zambia, on the 18th 
of March 1975, Comrade Ernest Kadungure

was one o f the ZANU leaders detained by 
the Zambian authorities to be released one 
and half years later just before the Geneva 
Conference. Throughout his incarceration 
Comrade Kadungure never lost his revolu­
tionary zeal nor did he waiver in his hold­
ing on to the Party line. 

Kadungure-Central Committee Member 
A t the historic Chimoio Central Committee 
meeting in 1977, where Comrade R.G. 
Mugabe was elected President o f the Party 
and Commander-in-Chief o f ZANLA forces, 
Comrade Kadungure was unanimously elect­
ed member o f the Central Committee and 
given the portifolio of Secretary for Education 
and Culture. Later he assumed the portifolio 
of Secretary fo r Finance.

Comrade Kadungure was elected to the 
House of Assembly in 1980 and subsequent­
ly appointed Minister of Transport and Pow­
er. In January the following year he became 
Minister of Youth, Sport and Recreation, a 
post he held until the beginning o f 1984 
when he was appointed Minister o f State 
(Defence) in the then Prime Minister’s Office.

A t the Second Congress o f ZANU (PF) in 
1984 Comrade Kadungure was elected to 
the Central Committee and then appointed 
Secretary for Youth in the Politburo. After be­
ing re-elected to the House o f Assembly the 
following year, he retained his cabinet port', 
folio until January 1988, when he was ap­
pointed Minister o f State (Political Affairs) in 
the President’s Office, responsible fo r Youth 
Affairs and National Service.

The late Comrade Kadungure was unani­
mously elected Secretary fo r Youth Affairs 
at the December, 1989 ZANU PF Congress.

During the March General Election, Com­
rade Kadungure was elected Member of 
Parliament fo r Chikomba in the Midlands 
Province. He was subsequently appointed 
Cabinet Minister of State (Political Affairs) 
responsible fo r Youth. He is survived by his 
wife Emma Rejoice and four children.

Condolences on Valiant 
Gallant Hero Comrade Ernest 

Rusununguko Kadungure
The Minister of Justice, Legal and 
Parliamentary Affairs (Mr. Mnangagwa): 1
m ove th a t this House expresses its sorrow 
on the death on Thursday, 31st May, 1990 
o f the late Comrade Ernest Rusununguko 
Kadungure, Member of Parliament for 
Chikomba and M in ister of State for Political 
Affairs;

This House expresses its appreciation of 
the services which the late Comrade Kadun­
gure rendered to Parliament and the nation, 
and resolves tha t its deepest sym pathy be 
conveyed to Mrs Kadungure and to the fa­
m ily  o f the late Comrade Kadungure.

I find it  very difficu lt to  speak on this m o­
tion because of emotions tha t come to one’s

m ind. I have known Comrade Kadungure for 
a very long tim e and I do not know  how 
many years but for all m y political career and 
m ilita ry  career, 1 have known Comrade 
Kadungure as a close friend, a brother, a col­
league and a Comrade in arms. It is true that 
Comrade Kadungure did no t pursue his aca­
demic education after Form IV because of the 
po litica l circumstances at tha t tim e in the 
country. And as was said at the funeral, he 
did find em ploym ent in  th is  country but 
could not fit himself in the system in this 
country. Hence, he found him self going to 
the then Northern Rhodesia in  1964. When 
he came to  Northern Rhodesia in tha t year, 
tha t country  became independent and he 
witnessed the independence of Northern

44
ZIMBABWE NEWS MAY, 1990

C o m ra d e  M n a n g a g w a , M in is te r  o f  
J u s tic e

Rhodesia becoming Zambia. He then worked 
in Northen Rhodesia as a computer program­
mer and also w ith  Telecomminications in 
Zambia. He did not stop his politica l activ i­
ties which had began when he was at St. Au­
gustine Mission in Manicaland province. This 
led him  to  go to  Tanzania for m ilita ry  tra in ­
ing and subsequently to Mozambique. He is 
one of the few surviving pioneer cadres w ho 
operated the fron t in Mozambique and w ho 
negotiated w ith  FRELIMO to facilitate our 

operations in Tete.

Comrade Kadungure saw himself, after 
several operations in the Northern Eastern 
border, being elevated to the position of Com 
mander. Later on, he quickly rose among the 
ranks in 1977 after spending a s tin t o f near­
ly  tw o years in Zambian jails after the death 
of Comrade H. Chitepo in Lusaka where most 
of the form er ZANU (PF) leaders were de­
tained alongside others w ith  Comrade (osiah 
Tungamirai, (osiah Tongogara and Kumbirai 
Kangai in Zambia. I remember seeing them 

in prison.

However, after their release they joined us 
in Mozambique and we continued to s trug­
gle together in 1977. At the Congress we held 
in Chimoio in 1977, Comrade Kadungure was 
one of the other colleagues we see here in 
the Central Committee of ZANU (PF). He saw 
all the th ick and th in  of the struggle from  
tha t end. He was one man I do not remem­
ber seeing him  in moments of sorrow  or did 
he ever po rtray  sorrow even in try ing  m o­
ments when we had suffered from  bombings 
from the Rhodesian forces. Most of our Com­
rades were killed and Comrade Kadungure 
was one amongst us who made such heavy 

moments very light.

I remember one occasion when we were 
in this particu la r camp and we had attacks 
where several Comrades died. We also had 
children at this particular place. I also remem­
ber Comrade Ushewokunze was a doctor at 
tha t tim e and some of the patients were in 
burning houses and we were removing these 
people from  the burning places w h ils t the 
bombing was going on. Comrade Kadungure 
was also present and I remember some of 
the things he was saying in those moments 
in the th ick of bombings and l w ill never for­
get how he made such m oments very ligh t

to  us. 1 believe tha t it  w ill not do him  justice 
even if one repeated some of his jokes when 
for instance we had no food and there were 
lo ts of Comrades at camps in the ir thou ­
sands. We had gone for three days w ithou t 
food. The only way we could sustain our­
selves was commitment, patriotism and w ith 
such persons like Comrade Kadungure, again 
those moments were made light by the m an­
ner in which he looked at life and by the 
manner in which he looked at problems in 
face of death and in face of persecution. He 
was one among us who took those moments 
lightly. He made jokes and he made our lives 
easy and he made us carry from  one day 
to the other easier. There were very few per­
sons of his calibre who where able to  do 
those things. I particularly remember him for 
this, because when these things happened 
everybody was heavy w ith  vigilance but w ith  
Comrade Kadungure, he would say, tha t this 
is what we have committed ourselves to and 
th is is w hat we must expect and if th is was 
not our experience, then w ho should ex­
perience it? Again, 1 remember Comrade 

Kadungure fo r that.

Back home and after the Lancaster House 
Constitution Conference, I came here lead­
ing the first group of the leadership of ZANU 
(PF) and I th in k  th is was on the 3rd or 4th 
January, 1980 and w ith  me was Comrade 
Zvobgo and Comrade Mutasa and the form ­

er Speaker. During tha t time Comrade M uta­
sa was Deputy to Comrade Kadungure. When 
we came into the country, we hardly had 
friends amongst those w ith  means and all 
our friends were the poor bu t we needed 
somewhere to  live and we needed money

Condolences

mn,

■' ijj

y  " - & r mIKr -&L¥ mm
I f f

C o m ra d e  K a d u n g u re  — D o w n  w ith  c o lo n ia lis m !

from  the banks to  finance our programmes, 
or even to  eat. But then w ith  the person of 
the calibre of Comrade Kadungure, I remem­
ber when 1 w ent w ith  him at the tim e to 
some banks, I was a person who did not 
mince his words and 1 did not have much 
tim e to smile. I on ly learnt to smile a few 
years la ter after Independence otherwise I 
did not know  how to  smile for a long time.
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Comrade Justin 
Chauke

But I can assure the fact tha t m y responsi­
bilities tha t I was given when we came in 
th is country were made lighter when 1 went 
to  see these people may w ith  Comrade 
Kadungure on m y side because he present­
ed a picture of hum anity and i just present­
ed the opposite. It was just fear and I do not 

know  w hat technology I can use which was 
on me throughout. So, we were able to be 
assisted because the bank managers were 
saying, well, they found it easier to  ta lk  to 
Kadungure than to ta lk  to  me. 1 would sit 
outside and drink tea w h ilst they talked, for 
if  1 was involved it  was only yes, or no, for 
there is no other language or vocabulary 1 
know much about. It was only that and then 
we would go. I prevail or be prevailed. But 
again I began slowly over the years to ad­
just to be humane like ways of m y colleagues 
and tha t is w hat I am today.

We used to tell jokes and I th ink it is proper 
tha t we should repeat some of them to show

T he  la te  C o m rade  J o s ia h  M ag am a 
T o n g o g a ra

Condolences
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Z A N L A  g u e rilla s  — one  w ith  th e  peop le

the humorous nature Comrade Kadungure 
had whenever we were. Even if we were in 
meetings during the struggle, say in Dar er 
Salaam w ith  the Frontline States, it  was so 
serious and tense an affair tha t you could 
alm ost hear a fly  go across the room, ZAPU 
and ZANU were still apart and they were 
dark days, but a person like Comrade Kadun­
gure, would at any opportunity crack a joke 
tha t would make both sides laugh. Everyone 
w ou ld  laugh and in the end ta lk  to  each 
other. That was the character and calibre of 
Kadungure, tha t of making issues easy and 
circumstances light.

Last joke he to ld me was after the Con­
gress, just after a Politburo meeting and we 
were having lunch. He said th is  is the latest 
one. I asked which one, and he said “ You 
know  w hat the people are saying in town, 
they say tha t at the conclusion of the unit-

C o m ra d e  M a y o r U rim bo
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ed Congress Comrade Mugabe now wanted 
to  appoint a new Cabinet. So he called every­
body, all members of the Politburo were 
called, including the tw o  Vice Presidents.”  I 
th ink he was there when the joke was made 
“ So President Mugabe said ‘Well now 1 w ant 
everyone of you to give me two words which 
finish w ith  MENT in English so you can quali­
fy  to come in to  the Cabinet. He called on 
Comrade M utasa and Mr. Mutasa the form ­
er speaker said, ‘Sm ithm ent’ — (Laughter.) 
it  was just after the Smith case, The Presi­
dent said there was no word like Smithment. 
So Mutasa reflected again and said Parlia­
ment. Then the President said, okay Didymus 
you are in. — (Laughter) — The President 
then called on Bernard Chidzero. He said tax- 
ament. The President said no, there is no 
w ord like Taxament. On the second oppor­
tu n ity  Chidzero said development. Then the 
President said okay you are in, bu t I started 
low, 1 should have started w ith  the tw o  Vice 
President. So he said Simon, and he an­
swered ‘Hulumende’. — (Laughter.) — The 
President then said I w ill ask the Vice Presi­
dent in absence of all people — (Laughter.) 
— These are some of the jokes tha t Comrade 

Kadungure used to  say.

He is one m an you could rely upon day 

and night. He is one of the Comrades who 
were com m itted and trusted. W hether you 
were present or absent, you w ould  know 
tha t he w ould  stand up and speak for the 
Party in w hat ever circumstances. — |HON. 
MEMBERS: Hear, hear.) — In darkness and 
in light he had one tongue, he spoke one lan­
guage. He did not betray, he did not cheat, 
he did not cajole anybody. He was an honest, 
straight fo rw ard Comrade. I shall miss him, 

I shall miss his guidance, I shall miss his com­
panionship. In fact each time he met m y wife, 
he charged her a dollar saying tha t, he had 
persuaded me to  m arry her. — (Laughter.) 
Somehow m y w ife believes in tha t and she 

used to pay him  a dollar each tim e they met. 
1 say these th ings in a ligh t m ood b u t he is 
no more. His spirit, his guidance and his com-

C o m rade s  K ad un gu re  and M a y o r U rim b o  ta lk in g  to  peop le  fro m  

th e  lib e ra te d  zon es  in  1 9 7 8

m itm ent shall never, ever be forgotten. I hope 
tha t the sentiments we shall all express 
about him w ill be conveyed to the wife, Com­
rade Rejoice, who was also a combatant w ith  
us in Mozambique. — (HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear.)

Condolences
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Comrade Zvobgo, Minister of Public 
Service

Condolences

The M in is te r o f State fo r the  Public Serv­
ice (MR. ZVOBGO): Mr. Speaker, I rise to join 
m y colleague the M inister of Justice in pay­
ing tribu te  to  the late Comrade Ernest 
Rusununguko Kadungure. As hon. members 
are aware, the trum pet of the last retreat 
were sounded again at Heroes Acre last 
Saturday at the buria l o f Ernest Kadungure. 
Few men, Mr. Speaker, were born in hum ­
bler circumstances and le ft such indelible 
foo t prints on the sense o f time. We know 
his background, it  is now a m atter of public 
record. W hat needs to be sang and sang 
loud ly enough are his qualities and a ttrib ­
utes, the qualities and attributes of this hero 
from the constituency of Chikomba who rose

The late national secretary for youth in the United ZANU PF, 
Comrade Ernest Kadungure (right) being congratulated by Presi­
dent Mugabe, Vice- 
President Muzenda 
and Senior Minister 
Dr. Joshua Nkomo

in stature in a mere forty  seven years to 
deserve his na tion ’s gratitude by being bu­
ried amongst the heroes of th is country. Er­
nest, apart from his conntribution in the war, 
did not require any serious discussion when 
we m et to  consider whether he should be 
buried at the Heroes Acre, it  took precisely 
less than a m inute because his life was a

complete testment, full, replete, it  was revo­
lu tion itself. We are no t ta lking tha t kind of 
reaching dizzy heights in personnal revolu­
tionary partic ipation bu t those little  things 
which together add up to the really giant and 
mountain Ernest Kadungure was. Sure, many 
o f us who were in the war w ill recall tha t 
he was very brave, brave in the extreme. 
Some m igh t call it  reckless in the case of 
danger but tha t side of him you can get from 
numerous comrades alive today.

But, Mr. Speaker, we all know  from day 
to  day in dealing w ith  Ernest about his 
courage, courage in everyday life, courage 
in meeting challenges at responding to 
problems wherever, whenever, whatever, 
however, we aw ait you r orders. Everybody 
remembers that. That was a kind of not a 
boy scout law by which he lived as a cadre 
of the pa rty  bu t a personnal testim ony to

Comrade Kadungure with his bride, Re- 
joyce, after their wedding in Sadza

being ever ready to respond to challenges 
in pursuit of what he believed in as a public 
confession of his to ta l support for the party 
and the pa rty  line, for public service. He 

would always rem ind the youths wherever, 
whatever, whenever, however, Comrade 
President, we await your orders. Such was 
the loya lty  of the man, such was his readi­
ness, such was his courage to undertake mis­
sions or accomplish them.

1 nave never m et a more ord inary person 
than Ernest. It m ight strike m any people as 
odd tha t being ordinary should be a valued 
attribute, ord inary in the true sense of be­
ing ordinary, easily accesible. His doors were- 
never barred. M any Ministers are difficult to 
reach, d ifficu lt — |HON. MEMBERS: Hear, 
Hear.] — you make appointm ent after ap­
pointm ent, Ernest you walked in, you 
bumped in, you stopped him  on the road, 
on the pavement but he remained a Minister. 
It did no t d isturb him, it  detracted nothing
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in being ordinary. That was one of the most 
refreshing aspects of this Hero that the higher 
he rose to  the heights of the greatest of the 
revolutionaries o f the man, the more ord i­
nary he became and the easiest to  reach to 

ord inary man.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, tha t is tough. His sereni­
ty  in adversity was some other attribute tha t 
was extremely exhilarating. I remember 
when his bro ther died tw o years ago, we 
w ent there. He w ept tw ice in m y presence 
and there after he to ta lly  accepted the fact 
tha t w hat has happened has happened, life 
must go on. The tragedy that befell him when 
his daughter drowned at his house — still 
unresolved, tha t very baffling incident, the 
kind which should have broken lesser men 
— again the serenity w ith  which he accept­
ed the event, although he bled inside was 
further testimony of the extent this hero was 

rare, patro tism  in the extreme.

Mr. Speaker Sir, it  was not possible, even 
though he was a very jocular person the 
things he never joked about was the people. 
He never made jokes of the people as the 
people, the nation. To him  tha t was too 
sacred and beyond. He joked about things 
always, the M in ister of Justice has to ld one 
of the jokes, let me tell another.

It was at Victoria Falls that he told this joke 
and I then captured th is  joke and made it 
mine and when I told others they just roared. 
You remember the time, I th ink  between 
19 81 /82  when we ran out of petrol, cook­
ing oil, et cetera. As I said, we were at Vic­
to ria  falls at a conference when he to ld me 
this joke. He said, “ This man in Highfield 
w ent to  Lake M acllwaine to  fish and he 
caught a big fish and then he said tha t this 
is too nice a fish and I m ust take it  to  m y 
w ife alive and he p u t it  in a big tub  and car­
ried it on his head to  Highfield to  his wife 
and then he got there and said look w hat 
1 have brought. Now you must fry  it. Then 
she said, “ Honey we. have no oil,”  bu t he 
said, “ p u t on a prim e stove and roast it.”  
“ But we have no paraffin.”  and in  despara- 
tion  he said, “ Okay, well in  tha t case, I w ill 
not have it. Put it  back in a ba th ”  and he 
took it back to  Lake Macllwaine. He held the 
bath and threw  the fish back and the fish 
dived under and emerged on the other side 
saying, “Pamberi neZANU — |Laughter.\ — 
but, tha t ab ility  to look at ourselves and to 
laugh at a tim e when we were going through 
difficulties was typ ica l of the man, hu­
mourous in the extreme.

But Ernest was a team mate. Those who 
know him  best, all of us knew tha t once you 
agreed a th ing w ith  him, you have agreed, 
no quibbles tom orrow  about w hat the 
m inutes say, wh ich is the typ ica l quibble of 

the back slider — w hat did we agree, read 
the minutes. Ernest, it  was the broad spirit 
of the agreement, no minutes, we agreed. We 
agreed, le t us do it  and tha t I w ill never fo r­

Comrade Kadungure was a seasoned youth campaigner

get and that distinguished him from ordinary 
people. Humble people, ordinary people who 
are here today. Humble people, ordinary peo­
ple who are here today, if  they disappear, 
no one takes notice un til someone asks — 
where is so and so? Oh! he died. Oh! is tha t 
so — because their presence makes no differ­
ence from their absence. You cannot help but 
feel tha t Ernest is not here. He was a per­
petual optim ist, always believing tha t w hat 
looks bad was really not bad because it w ill 

be good. It is going to  succeed.

I have yet to  come across another Com­
rade whose tota l optim ism  for Zimbabwe, all 
aspects of it  was exremely disarm ing even 
when we had no solution, instant solutions 
to  problems, Ernest believed the problem 
would find a solution and I th ink  tha t kind 

of fa ith  m any of us do not have. If we can­
not find the answer today, like those ones 
outside there, the teachers, the former 

teachers — “ 1 w ant 45 per cent now ”  and 
you say, “ b u t you cannot get it, haazi 
mazhanje, it  is not there. We w ill look for 
it.”  Until you find it, I am not going to w o rk”  
— tha t kind of negativism, tha t kind of re­

jection of the rea lity of life.

I was te lling them  the other day — you 
do not deserve people like Kadungure, when 
they were s itting on tha t tarmac here. I said, 
you do not deserve some of the heroes there 
at all, you associate w ith  them when it is con- 
vinient, bu t you w ill never ever cease or stop 
to  th ink how lucky you are that you are bom 
here w ith  those kind of people up there. Yes, 
we buried his body the other day among the 
other heroes bu t when we did, we buried a 
part of our revolutionary h istory as a peo­
ple and therefore, each time you com m it the 
body of a hero to  the ground, you really do 
no t say farewell. Certainly, I d id not, as was 
said at the funeral, at the burial of Samora 
Machel. Mr. Speaker a people can never say 
farewell to  the ir own history — |HON. MEM­

BERS: Hear, hear.)

Condolences

ZIMBABWE NEWS MAY, 1990 49



■

Comrade Kadungure waiting for the arrival of His Excellency the Presi­
dent at the Harare Airport

Tragedy struck the Kadungure family when his daughter died 

50

Youth march during the 1984 ZANU (PF) Congress

Rededication before holding a meeti 
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C
omrade Rusununguko Ernest Kadun­

gure used to reside in m y constituen­
cy and it was w ith  a deep sense of 

shock and indignation tha t we leant about 
his death. Our heroic people and our Party 
have lost the inspired leader, a great teacher 

and a revolutionary.

Throughout our nation all our heroic com ­
batants, our wom en and the pa trio tic  youth 
he lead are th ink ing  of him, all grief s trick­
en. Indeed sudden blows and un tim ely 
deaths makes us all feel irretrievable losses 

all the m ore keenly.

Our venerated hero, Comrade Rusunun-

I
Eulogy

I
guko Ernest Kadungure was an Arch anti im ­
perialist figh ter figh ting colonialism and in ­
justice tempered him and made him  a peo­
ple’s hero. 1 had the rare opportunity of w ork­
ing w ith  him , bo th  during the d ifficu lt days 

o f the armed struggle when he used to v is it 
our Party D istrict in the U.K. Sourcing funds 
and m ateria l support fo r our w a r effort. We 
were also together at the Lancaster House 
Conference and after the Liberation, he be­
came m y leader in the Youth League not 
w ithstanding the act tha t 1 was also an officer 
in his m in istry, the M in is try  of Youth Sport 
and Recreation as it  was then known.

Comrade Kadungure was a leader o f the 
masses, he never believed in leading from  
the rear as o ther leaders do he was always 
in  front, he was a teacher of the younger 
generation, a pioneer o f the 21st February 
Movement, a pioneer o f the Zimbabwe Youth 
Development Programme and the Zimbabwe 
Youth Council of which 1 am a founder m em ­
ber and lastly he was a staunch revo lu tion­
ary fighter.

Now he has been snatched from our midst, 

from  the m idst of the heroic Zimbabwean

people, particu la rly  the Youth o f wh ich he 
was the ir leader. This is no t only a trem en­
dous m isfortune to  our great Party, to  the 
v ib rant Youth of Zimbabwe and the People’s 
Government.

Indeed Comrade Rusunguko Kadungure 
has left us w ith  a big vacuum, which w ill be 
very d ifficu lt to  fill. Revolutionary unity, 
justice and democracy were his banners.

Comrade Kadungure is no more w ith  us 
in the flesh, bu t he has le ft us a particularly 
precious legacy, the epoch o f national in ­
dependence, the most rad iant and glorious 
epoch in our African h is to ry — The era of 
freedom in our homeland Zimbabwe.

To the sp irit o f our venerated Comrade in 
Arms, we solem nly pledge ourselves to  re­
m ain fa ith fu l to  his ideas, works and ideals. 
We shall forever rededicate ourselves to  the 
cause o f the Party through com pleting the 
enormous tasks he le ft behind. I call upon 
the youth of Zimbabwe, the Youth in Harare 
Constituency where he lived to  unite, to learn 
and to  carry forward w ith  to ta l abnegation 
to  contribute w o rth ily  to  our revolution.

Comrade Rusununguko Ernest Kadungure, 
student turned teacher, teacher turned com ­
puter specialist, com puter specialist turned 
fighter, fighter turned revolutionary, revolu­
tionary  turned hero of our people, w ill live 
forever!

On behalf of m y Constituency Harare 
North, and m y fam ily, we w ish our venerat­
ed hero eternal glory, sincere condolences 
to Mrs Rejoice Kadungure and the whole fa­
m ily. □

The Struggle continues 
T. M udarik i M.P.
Harare North

Kadungure 
— Resolute 
Combatant

The following is a message received from the Central Committee of the 
Frelimo Party

T o the Central Committee o f ZANU PF 

It was w ith  great profound heaviness and 

consternation tha t we received news of the 

death o f Comrade Ernest Kadungure, M em ­

ber of the Central Committee of ZANU PF and 

Secretary for Youth in the Politburo. The Cen­

tra l Committee o f the Frelimo Party, the 

Government o f the People’s Republic of 

M ozam bique and the Mozambican People 

Present to  the Central Committee of ZANU 

PF, to the Government of the Republic of Zim­

babwe and the Zimbabwean people the most 

fe lt condolences.

Comrade Kadungure was a resolute com ­

ba tan t fo r the cause of the Liberation of the 

people o f Africa. He fought alongside the 

combatants of the National Liberation Strug­

gle of M ozam bique in  Solidarity w ith  the 

cause o f the M ozam bique people. In the 

struggle for libera tion he was an outstand­

ing, exem plary com batant for the libera tion 

o f his people.

His death leaves an irrepairable gap 

amongst those who are the best sons of the

people. But we are certain tha t by con tinu­

ing our struggle for consolidation, for free­

dom, independence and broadening the 

borders of democracy in our region and in 

A frica in general we w ill honour his courage 

and dedication.

In th is d ifficu lty  hour, we render our most 

felt homage to  the figure o f our memorable 

Comrade Ernest Kadungure, and reaffirm our 

deep conviction tha t our tw o  parties, peo­

ple’s and states w ill know  how to honour his 

mem ory, depeening and developing even 

more the trad itiona l links of friendship and 

solidarity wh ich unite us.

To the bereaved fam ily  we transm it the 

deepest feelings of grief, on behalf of the Cen­

tra l Committee o f the Frelimo Party, the 

Mozambican Government and on behalf of 

the whole nation.

The Stuggle Continues.

Central Committee o f the Frelimo Party, 
Maputo, 5th June, 1990.
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LONRHO Ace Engineering (Private) Limited

Construction Associates 
(Private) Limited______

The associated companies of the Lonrho Group combine to 
make Lonrho one of Zimbabwe’s most effective income 
generators in the areas of mining, manufacturing and 

agriculture.

Part of the strength of Zimbabwe

Corsyn Consolidated Mines Limited

W Dahmer & Company (Private) Limited

CrittalLHope Limited

David Whitehead Textiles Limited

Eastern Districts Engineers 
(Private) Limited_______________
Engineering Research and 
Manufacturing Industries Limited
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(Private) Limited_______________
Homestake Mining and Technical 
Services (Private) Limited_______

Independence Mining (Private) Limited

Italian Coachhuilders (Private) Limited

Lonrho Motor Industries Limited

Mobile Motors (Private) Limited: Associate

National Blankets (Private) Limited

Savannah Wildlife Division

Simms Electrical and Diesfl 
Services (Private) Limited

Teal Record Company (C.A.) Limited

Turnpan Zimbabwe Limited

Unity Woodworking Division

The Wattle Company Limited

Willoughbys Consolidated PLC

Zambezi Coachworks Limited

Zimoco Limited

Zimparts (Private) Limited
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