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EDITORIAL 

W i t h t h e c e l e b r a t i o n o f t h e e i j d o f 
t h e U . N . D e c a d e f o r W o m e n , t h e 
J o u r n a l o n S o c i a l C h a n g e a n d 
D e v e l o p m e n t c o u l d h o t b u t f o c u s o n 
t h e i m p o r t a n t i s s u e o f w o m e n . T h e y ' 
c o n s t i t u t e h a l f o f t h e h u m a n r a c e 
w h i ^ h h a s , o v e r c e n t u r i e s s u f f e r e d 
( a n d c o n t i n u e s t o s u f f e r ) d e g r a d -
t i o n ' a n d e x p l o i t a t i o n . W e h o w e v e r 
d o n o t v i e w t h e f e m a l g s e x a s a 
h o m o g e n e o u s b l o c t h a t i s o p p r e s s e d , 
a s i t w e r e " o n e c l a s s " . T h e f e m a l e 
s e x h a s i n t e r n a l c l a s s d i v i s i o n s 
t h a t a r e o p p r e s s e d a n d e x p l o i t e d 
d i f f e r e n t l y ( a n d o p p r e s s a n d e x ­
p l o i t d i f f e r e n t l y ) d e p e n d i n g o n 
t h e s p e c i f i c c h a r t e r o f t h e 
s y s t e m a n d m e t h o d o f p r o d u c t i o n 
t h a t d o m i n a t e a s o c i e t y , a n d t h e 
p o s i t i o n o c c u p i e d b y t h e s e c l a s s 
d i v i s i o n s w i t h i n t h a t s y s t e m . W e 
t h e r e f o r e r e j e c t t h e v i e w t h a t 
' w o m e n ' a r e ' s i s t e r s ' s u f f e r i n g a n 
o p p r e s s i o n n a n d e x p l o i t a t i o n t h a t 
h a s n o t h i n g t o d o w i t h ' c l a s s ' b u t 
w i t h t h e b i o l o g i c a l f a c t o f , b e i n g 
w o m e n . W o m e n ' s o p p r e s s i o n i s 
h i s t o r i c a l , n o t n a t u r a l . 

I n t h i s i s s u e , A r n o l d S i b a n d a 
c o n s i d e r s t h e q u e s t i o n o f r a p e 
a n d a r g u e s t h a t i t m t i s t b e u n d e r ­
s t o o d i n t h e c o n t e x t o f t h e 
h i s t o r i c a l l y e v o l v e d ^ n d e v o l v i n g 
p o l i t i N c a l e c o n o m y o f Z T m b a b w e , 
w h i c h h a s b r o u g h t a b o u t p e c u l i a r 
t y p e s o f s o c i o - p s y c h o l o g i c a l 
a t t i t u d e s a n d p a t h o l o g i e s w h i c h 
m a n i f e s t t h e m s e l v e s - i n t h i s * 
s p e c i f i c q u e s t i o n - i n m a l e ^ 
v i o l e n c e a g a i n s t t h e f e m a l e s e x . 
A l t h o u g h S i b a n d a a r g u e s t h a t 
t o u g h e r p u n i s h m e n t s s h o u l d b e 
m e t e d o u t ^ i n c o u r t s t o t h e r a p i s t s 
h e e m p h a s i z e s t h a t t h e b a s i s f o r 
e n d i n g t h e d e g r a d a t i o n a n d s e x u a l 
v i o l e n c e a g a i n s t w o m e n c a n o n l y 

' b e e s t a b l i s h e d b y o r g a n i s i n g t h e 
w o r k i n g c l a s s o f b o t h s e x e s t o 
l e a d t h e s t r u g g l e f o r t h e e n d i n g 
o f o u r p a t r i a r c h a l c l a s s d i v i d e d 
a n d m o n o p o l y d o m i n a t e d c a p i t a l i s t 
s o c i e t y w h i c h a l s o s t i l l h a s s o m e 
f e u d a l s o c i o - p s y c h o l o g i c a l 
a t t i t u d e ^ p L j ^ ' i p a t i ^ ^ .v 

M a r y T a n d o n a s k s t h e q u e s t i o n : C a n 
t h e l a w p r e v e n t d i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
a g a i n s t w o m e n ? B y f o c u s s i n g o n 
t h e m i n i m u m W a g e s A c t , a n d t h e 
L e g a l A g e o f M a j o r i t y A c t , s h e 
a r g u e s t h a t t h e s e l a w s a r e p r o ­
g r e s s i v e i n d e e d , b u t t h e i r i m p l e ­
m e n t a t i o n h a s n o t b e e n e f f e c t i v e . 

S h e c o n c l u d e s t h a t l e g i s l a t i o n 
a l o n e i s n o t e n o u g h i d e o l o g i c a ' ' 
e d u c a t i o n t o d i s l o d g e f e u d a l a n d 
c a p i t a l i s t i c t h i n k i n g i s n e c e s s a r y 
S h e r e i t e r a t e s t h e p o i n t t h a t t h . e 
s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t o p p r e s s i o n a n d 
e q u a l i t y i s n o t a w o m e n ' s s t r u g g l e 
a l o n e b u t o n e o f t h e o p p r e s s e d 
c l a s s e s o f b o t h s e x e s . 

A n o t h e r c o n t r i b u t o r l o o k s a t t h e 
L a b o u r R e l a t i o n s A c t 1 9 8 4 a n d 
c o n s i d e r s h o w i t a f f e c t s f e n a l e 
a n d c h i l d l a b o u r . O n w o m e n , t h e 
m o t h e r s a y s t h e b r e a s t - f e e d i n g 
h o u r i s n o t v e r y h e l p f u l t o t h e 
b u l k o f t h e l o w - w a g e d f e m a l e w o r k ­
f o r c e b e c a u s e t h e t r a n s p o r t c o s t s 
m a y b e t o o h i g h a n d d i s t a n c e t o o 
g r e a t . A t t e n t i o n i s d r a w n t o t h e 
n e e d , f o r c r e c h e s a n d n u r s e r i e s 
n e a r t h e p l a c e o f w o r k a n d w a r n s 
a g a i n s t e m p l o y e r s t r a t e g i e s t o 
e r o d e t h e f e w g a i n s m a d e b y f e m a l e 
l a b o u r . T h e r e i s a n e e d , s h e 
s a y s , f o r w o r k e r s o f b o t h s e x e s t o 
u n i t e i n t r a d e u n i o n s i n o r d e r t o 
s a f e g u a r d t h e i r i n t e r e s t s . O n 
c h i l d l a b o u r , t h e p o i n t i s m a d e 
t h a t a l t h o u g h t h e l a w d o e s n o t 
r e c o g n i s e c o n t r a c t s w i t h j u v e n i l e s 
( e x c e p t f o r a p p r e n t i c e s h i p s ) 
j u v e n i l e l a b o u r i s r a m p a n t i n 
a g r i c u l t u r e a n d t h e l a w d o e s n o t 
t o u c h o n t h i s s p e c i f i c i s s u e . A, 
c a l l i s m a d e f o r t h e l a b o u r 
m o v e m e n t a n d g o v e r n m e n t t o l o o k 
s e r i o u s l y i n t o t h e c r i m i n i a l i s s u e 
o f c h i l d l a b o u r . 

O n t h e M a r x i s m page, K . M a k a m u r e 
c o n t i n u e s t h e l a s t p a r t o f h i s 
v i e w s o n d e m o c r a c y i n A f r i c a a n d 
a r g u e s t h a t t h e d e m k n d f o r d e m o ­
c r a c y i n A f r i c a c a n n o t b e m a d e o n 
t h e b a s i s o f e x i s t i n g c o n c e p t i o n s 
o f t h e ' r i t u a l s ' o f b o u r g e r o i s 



p a r l i a m e n t a r y d e m o c r a c y a s 
p r a c t i s e d i n W e s t e r n i m p e r i a l i s t 
c o u n t r i e s . H e s a y s t h e d e m a n d s 
m u s t b e f o r p e o p l e ' s d e m o c r a c y 
b a s e d u p o n s t a t e i n s t i t u t i o n s u n d e r 
w o r k e r s ' a n d p e a s a n t s ' p o w e r . 
Dr Mhloyi in her articie on Contraceptive issues examines the 
implementation of Child spacing programmes and the 
acceptance of contraception. 
She considers that contraceptive prevalence in Zimbabwe 
could be increased with better communication, a strong 
referral systems and greater effort toward the reduction of 
infertility. 

I n F o c u s o n S o u t h A f r i c a , M o e l e t s i 
M b e k i m a k e s a c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e 
i m p o r t a n t p o l i t i c a l d e b a t e o n t h e 
s t r u g g l e i n S o u t h A f r i c a . T h i s 
f i r s t c o n t r i b u t i o n t a c k l e s t h e 
p r o b l e m f r o n i t h e s t a n d p o i n t t h a t 
t h e s t r u g g l e f o r s o c i a l i s m t a k e s 
p r i o r i t y o v e r t h e s t r u g g l e f o r 
n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n , a n d t h a t t h e 
S o u t h A f r i c a C o m m u n i s t p a r t y 
( S A C P ) h a ^ ' s h e l v e d ' i n d e f i n i t e l y 
i t s s o c i a l i s t g o a l s f o r a ' l e s s 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y ' o b j e c t i v e o f 
n a t i o n a l d e m o c r a t i c l i b e r a t i o n . 
We a t t a c h g r e a t i m p o r t a n c e t o 
t h e e x c h a n g e o f v i e w s o n t h e 
s t r u g g l e i n S o u t h A f r i c a a n d h o p e 
t h e s t r u g g l e f o r t h e e m a n c i p a t i o n 
o f t h e m a s s e s t h e r e w i l l c o n c r e t e ­
l y b e n e f i t f r o m o u r i d e o l o g i c a l 
e f f o r t . 

T h e K n o w Y o u r R i g h t s c o l u m n 
f o c u s s e s o n t h e r i g h t s o f f e m a l e 
w o r k e r s w i t h r e g a r d t o m a t e r n i t y 
l e a v e u n d e r t h e L a b o u r R e l a t i o n s 
A c t 1 9 8 4 . 

A r n o l d S i b a n d a 
D i a n a P a t e l 
T r i s h S w i f t 

I s s u e E d i t o r s 

GET DOWN TO.. . 
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THE POLITICAL ECONOMY 

OF 
b y 

A r n o l d S i b a n d a 

I n t h i s m u c h c e l e b r a t e d e n d o f ' t h e 
U . N . D e c a d e f o r W o m e n , i t i s p e r t ­
i n e n t t o c o n s i d e r ' o n e d i m e n s i o n o f 
v i o l e n c e a g a i n s t t h e f e m a l e s e x i h 
Z i m b a b w e a n d i n d i c a t e w h a t i t 
g e n e r a l l y r e f l e c t s . I t i s h o p e d 
t h a t t h i s w i l l c o n t r i b u t e t o w a r d s 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g t h e p o s i t i o n o f 
t h o s e h o n e s t l y s t r u g g l i n g a g a i n s t 
t h e o p p r e s s i o n o f w o m e n . 

F r o m - t h e e v i d e n c e o f . c a s e s w h i c h 
h a v e a p p e a r e d i n t h e l o c a l p r e s s 
l a t e l y , r a p e h ^ s i n c r e a s e d a n d i s 
i n c r e a s i n g . T o t h e h o r r o r o f 
v a r i o u s s e c t i o n s o f o u r s o c i e t y 
t h e r a n g e o f r a p e v i c t i m s v a r i e s 
f r o m 8 m o n t h o l d i n f a n t s t o 9 0 
y e a r o l d , w i d o w s , f r o m 2 y e a r - o l d 
d a u g h t e r s o f t h e r a p i s t s t o t h e i r 
8 5 y e a r - o l d m o t h e r s . R a p i s t s c a m e 

f r o m d i f f e r e n t s e c t i o n s o f Z i m b a ­
b w e a n s o c i e t y : t h e y i n c l u d e 
f o r m e r M . P . s , r e l i g i o u s l e a d e r s , > 
s o l d i e r s , p o l i c e m e n , s c h o o l b o y s , 
t e a c h e r s , m e m b e r s o f , t h e l u m p e n -
p r o l e t a r i a t , b a n d i t s o r t e r r o r i s t s 
w h o s o m e t i m e s c a r r y t h e l a b e l o f 
' d i s s i d e n t s ' , a n d i n d e e d m e m b e r s 
o f t h e b u s i n e s s a n d p r o f e s s i o n a l 
c l a s s . T y p i c a l l y i n a n u n j u s t ' 

• s o c i e t y t h e r a p e c o m m i t t e d b y t h e 
l a t t e r c l a s s i s n o t p u b l i c i s e d . 
T h a t i s t h e o r d e r o f t h i n g s w h e r e 
p e r s o n s i n d o m i n a n t a n d p r i v i l e g e d 
( m i s u s e d ) p o s i t i o n s c o m m i t c r i m e s 
W h e r e a s i n f a c t , i f a w o m a n i s p r e s s ­
u r e d t o o b t a i n a j o b o r p r o m o t i o n b y 
s e x u a l l y p r o s t i t u t i n g h e r s e l f -
t h e n s h e - i s r a p e d I I f a y o u n g 
w o m a n i s p r e s s u r e d i n t o s e x u a l • 
r e l a t i o n s w i t h a p e r s o n w i e l d i n g 
p o w e r a n d d o m i n a t i o n i n s o c i e t y -
t h e n s h e i s r a p e d J O u r ' r e s p e c t ­
a b l e ' m e m b e r s o f s o c i e t y f e a r 
d e f i n i n g r a p e i n t h i s w a y - f o r 
t h e y w o u l d b e t h e M O S T G U I L T Y ! 

Month Offender Victim Sentence 

Jan 13 Man 8 yr old girl 3 months 
Jan 25 So yr old man 11 yr old daughter not verified 
Feb 10 22 yr old man 2 yr old cousin 5 years 
Feb 14 25 yr old man 8 month infant 5 years 
Feb 24 19 yr old man a wife 3'A years 
Feb 29 19 yr old schoolboy 90 yr old widow 5 years 

March 6 school teacher 14 yr old school girl 3 months plus lobola 
March 9 33 yr old children's home boss several girls ' was to be sentenced 
March 9 30 yr old soldier a married women and a 12 

yr old girl 10 years 

T h e s e r i o u s n e s s o f t h e c r i m e s o f 
r a p e w a s u n d e r l i n e d b y t h e a n n o u ­
n c e m e n t b y t h e S t a t e o n M a r c h 1 , 
1 9 8 4 , t h a t a h a r d l i n e w o u l d ' b e 
t a k e n t o w a r d s r a p i s t s . T h e i d e a 
w a s t h a t t h e d e c i s i o n s h o u l d r e s t 

w i t h t h e A t t o r n e y G e n e r a l a s t o 
w h i c h c o u r t ( m a g i s t r a t e o r H i g h 
C o u r t ) w o u l d t r y t h e c a s e , a n d i n 
t h e l a t t e r c a s e t h e s e n t e n c e 
w o u l d b e s t i f f e r i n o r d e r t h a t 
w o u l d - b e r a p i s t s w o u l d b e d e t e r r e d . 
T o t h i s d a y c i t i z e n s s t i l l w a i t 



f o r s u c h t o u g h _ a c t i o n . As l a t e 
a s November 2l', 1 9 8 5 THE HERALD 
r e p o r t e d t h a t a 32 y e a r o l d man 
who r a p e d h i l s 6 y e a r o l d n i e c e was 
s e n t e n c e d t o o n l y 5 y e a r s - w h i l e 
oh 29 November 1 9 8 5 , t h e same p a p e r 
r e p o r t e d t h a t a 27 y e a r o l d y o u n g 
man g o t a s i m i l a r s e n t e n c e f o r 
r a p i n g a 40 y e a r o l d d e a f a n d dump 
woman I 

The c o n c e r n by t h e S t a t e was p r e c i ^ 
p i t a t e d by t h e f i g u r e s i n d i c a t i n g 
a s h a r p r i s e i n t h e c r i m e s o f r a p e . 
The H e r a l d on M a r c h 1 , 1984 r e p o r t ­
ed t h e f o l l o w i n g : 

s u p p o s e d l y c i v i l i s e d ' d e m o c r a c y ' 
t o l d T he H e r a l d o f M a r c h 1 , 1984 ( 
t h a t B r i t i s h p o l i c e h a d ' t r o u b l e ' 
b r i n g i n g c a s e s t o c o u r t b e c a u s e 
" s o m e t i m e s i t seems a s i f t h e 
v i c t i m i s on t r i a l r a t h e r t h a n 
t h e a c c u s e d . " 

T h e same H e r a l d i s s u e r e p o r t e d 
t h a t i n t h e b i g g e s t , r i c h e s t , 
s u p p o s e d l y s t r o n g e s t and a l l e g e d l y 
m o s t d e m o c r a t i c c o u n t r y o f ' h i g h -
m a s s c o n s u m p t i o n ' - t h e U.S.A. -
o n l y 1 i n l O r a p e v i c t i m s r e p o r t e d 
t;he c a s e s t o t h e l a w . E v e n t h e n , 
f o r c i b l e r a p e was t h e mos t f r e q u ' e -

Year 

1979 
1980 
1981 
1982 
1983 
1984 

No of cases of rape reported 
428 
436 
470 
554 
521 

No.convicted 
274 

293 plus 44 guilty of less offences 

702 cases were withdrawn or the accused were acquitted 

A l t h o u g h t h e a b o v e f i g u r e s do n o t 
p r o v i d e enough i n f o r m a t i o n , t h e y 
do i n d i c a t e t h e r i s e i n t h e number 
o f r a p e o f f e n c e s b r o u g h t t o C o u r t . 
However, a s t h e p e o p l e i n t e r v i e w e d 
i n t h e f i v e - p a r t s e r i e s on Rape' 
i n The H e r a l d a t t h a t t i m e i n d i c a t ­
e d , many c a s e s a r e n o t b r o u g h t t o 
c o u r t f o r f e a r o f h u m i l i a t i o n o f 
t h e v i c t i m who b e c o m e s , i n many 
i n s t a n c e s , t h e one on t r i a l . T h e 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s o f t h e w i t h d r a w a l 
and a c q u i t t a l i n t h e 702 c a s e s 
s t a t e d by The H e r a l d w e r e n o t 
r e v e a l e d . However, i t i s e a s y t o 
s u r m i s e t h a t t h e c o u r t s f o u n d t h a t 
t h e r a p e v i c t i m s w e r e ' r e s p o n s i b l e ' 
o r ' i n s u f f i c i e n t ' e v i d e n c e was 
p r o d u c e d . 

The c r i m e o f r a p e i s n o t u n i q u e 
t o Zimbabwe. N e i t h e r , i s t h e e x ­
t e n t o f i t s o c c u r r e n c e n o r t h e 
t y p e s / a g e s o f t h e v i c t i m s . I t i s 
s a i d t h a t i n t h e U.K., 6 0 0 5 c a s e s 
o f r a p e w e r e t r i e d i n 1 9 8 1 a l o n e . 
T h i s meant t h d t s e x u a l o f f e n c e s 
o c c u r r e d a t t h e r a t e o f 39 c a s e s 
p e r 100 000 p e o p l e 1 A s p o k e s m a n 
f.rom t h e E m b a s s y o f t h i s o l d a n d 

n t l y c o m m i t t e d v i o l e n t c r i m e i n 
t h i s c i v i l i s e d 'model' t o t h e 
w o r l d l Some s t a t e s h a d p u t t h e 
d e a t h s e n t e n c e on s t a t u t e b o o k s 
f o r r a p i s t s i A T e x a s j u d g e w a i v e d 
a 99' y e a r s e n t e n c e t o D e p o - P r o v e r a 
i n j e c t i o n i n o r d e r t o ' c u r b t h e 
u n c o n t r o l l a b l e - s e x u a l d r i v e ' o f 
t h e r a p i s t . T h e ' d e m o c r a t i c ' 
c o u n t r y n o r m a l l y g i v e s t h e r a p i s t 
a r i g h t t o c h o o s e b e t w e e n c a s t r a ­
t i o n a n d d e a t h . T he l e s s demo­
c r a t i c I s l a m i c f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s 
o f I r a n w i l l s i m p l y e x e c u t e a r a p i s t 
T h e p o i n t h e r e i s , t h e r a p i s t i s 
s e e n ais a " s i c k i n d i v i d u a l " who > 
m u s t , b e p u n i s h e d by a ' t o u g h ' s e n - ^ 
t e n c e i n o r d e r t o ' d e t e r ' o t h e r s . " 

What d i s t u r b s t h e m o r a l i s t s on 
t h i s q u e s t i o n (ai^d on o t h e r q u e s t ­
i o n s ) i s t h a t t o u g h e r s e n t e n c e s 
a l o n e h a v e n o t c u r b e d t h e c r i m e 
o r o t h e r c r i m e s , n o t e v e n w h e r e 
c a p i t a l p u n i s h m e n t o r n e u t r a l i s a ­
t i o n o f t h e d r i v e o f t h e s e x u a l 
a p p a r a t u s i s u s e d . I n t h i s a r t i ­
c l e , I w i l l e m p h a s i s e t h a t t o 
s i m p l y c a l l f o r t o u g h e r s e n t e n c e s 



w i t h o u t l o o k i n g a t t h e n a t u r e o f 
t h e p r o b l e m i n i t s c o m p l e x i t y , i s 
a s f u t i l e a s t r y i n g t o c u r e t h e 
symptoms o f a d i s e a s e w h o s e c a u s e 
r e m a i n s unknown. I t i s t o do 
b a t t l e w i t h a p p e a r a n c e s w h i c h do 
n o t i m m e d i a t e l y r e v e a l t h e r e a l i t y 
b e h i n d them. To The H e r a l d , an 
a c t i v i s t o f a woman's g r o u p o v e r ­
s e a s s a i d : 

" B u t w i t h t h e e m p h a s i s on r e v e n g e 
and on r e t r i b u t i o n i n l e g i s l a t i v e 
t h i n k i n g , j a i l s e n t e n c e s w i l l be 
u s e d t o c o n t a i n a c r i m e w h i c h i s 
more t h a n m e r e l y d e v i a n t b e h a v i o u r 
b u t a r e f l e c t i o n o f a s o c i e t y w h i c h 
n e e d s f a r - r e a c h i n g c h a n g e s (my 
e m p h a s i s ) . To t r e a t t h e m a t t e r 
a s c r i m e and p u n i s h m e n t r a t h e r 
t h a n a s a c h a i n o f c a u s e s and 
e f f e c t s i s t o o b s c u r e t h e i s s u e 
and l i m i t p r o g r e s s . " 

I n Zimbabwe, a s w i t h o t h e r s o c i a l 
p r o b l e m s s u c h a s p r o s t i t u t i o n , 
s c h o o l - g i r l p r e g n a n c i e s , b a b y -
dumping, s q u a t t e r s e t c . , r a p e i s 
s e e n a s a ' s o c i e t a l c o n t a m i n a t i o n ' 
o r a ' s o c i a l e v i l . ' On O c t o b e r 
3 1 , 1 9 8 3 , T h e H e r a l d r e p o r t e d t h a t 
3 000 men, women an d c h i l d r e n w e r e 
d e t a i n e d a t C h i k u r u b i maximum 
p r i s o n f o r ' o f f e n c e s ' r a n g i n g 
f rom p r o s t i t u t i o n , b e g g i n g , s q u a t ­
t i n g and v a g a b o n d a g e . The ' b l i t z ' 
on s o - c a l l e d ' p r o s t i t u t e s ' was 
u n d e r w a y and i t s p r e a d l i k e w i l d 
f i r e t h r o u g h o u t o u r R e p u b l i c . 
Women fr o m w i d o w s , t h e a g e d , 
m i d d l e - a g e d , s i n g l e and m a r r i e d 
- w e r e n e t t e d t o g e h t e r w i t h c h i l d ­
r e n a s y o u n g a s l o ! O f f i c i a l l y , 
i t was a ' t o u g h a c t i o n ' a g a i n s t 
a ' s o c i a l e v i l ' w h i c h was b l a m e d 
s q u a r e l y on t h e women o f Zimbabwe. 
The o f f i c i a l b l i t z was c a l l e d o f f 
w i t h an o f f i c i a l " s o r r y " t o t h e 
i n n o c e n t t h a t w e r e c a u g h t i n t h e 
c r o s s f i r e l Y e t t h e a p o l o g y w e n t 
w i t h a w a r n i n g t h a t ' p r o s t i t u t e s ' 
s h o u l d n o t r e s t , f o r t h e ' b l i t z ' 
w o u l d come a g a i n ! 

Y e t a l l t h e s o c i a l p r o b l e m s s e e n 
a s ' s o c i a l e v i l s ' o r ' u n d e s i r a b l e ' 
c a n n o t be u n d e r s t o o d and t a c k l e d 
w i t h o u t an u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e 
economy i n w h i c h t h e y e x i s t . 
R e c e n t l y a j u d g e d e c l a r e d t h a t 
t h e r e was no r e a s o n f o r a man t o 
r a p e a woman in. o u r c o u n t r y 

b e c a u s e ' s e x ' w a s r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e . 
A p a r t f r o m t h e m o r r a l l y q u e s t ­
i o n a b l e a t t i t u d e or t n e i e g a i man, 
t h i s o p i n i o n i n d i c a t e s a n e e d t o 
l o o k i n t o o u r s y s t e m o f p r o d u c t i o n , 
d i s t r i b u t i o n a n d c o n s u m p t i o n w h i c h 
m a k e s s e x u a l r e l a t i o n s a s s u m e t h p 
c h a r a c t e r i m p l i e d i n o u r l e g a l 

man's ' o p i n i o n ' . R a p e h a s n o t 
s u d d e n l y m a t e r i a l i s e d i n o u r 
s o c i e t y w i t h o u t ' a h i s t o r y . T h a t 
h i s t o r y m u s t be i n v e s t i g a t e d . 
R a p e , l i k e a l l t h e o t h e r s o - c a l l e d 
' s o c i a l e v i l s ' t h a t I h a v e r e f e r r e d 
t o , h a s c a u s e s w h i c h m u s t be i n v e s t 
i g a t e d , w h i c h are, g e n e r a l and 
s p e c i f i c . The c a u s e s a r e t r a c e a b l e 
t o s p e c i f i c moments i n t h e e v o l u ­
t i o n o f any s o c i e t y . S q u a t t i n g 
f o r e x a m p l e , c a n n o t e x i s t u n l e s s 
one s o c i a l g r o u p s t a r t s b e i n g 
d e n i e d by a n o t h e r t h e e q u a l r i g h t 
o f o w n e r s h i p o f a n d s e t t l e m e n t oft 
t h e good a n d p r o d u c t i v e l a n d . 
I t ' c a n n o t e x i s t u n l e s s s o c i e t y h a s 
d e v e l o p e d c l a s s e s w i t h i n i t w h i c h 
own and c l a s s e s w h i c h do n o t own 
t h e v a s t ^ n d f e r t i l e l a n d , n o t u n ­
l e s s t h e n a t i o n h a s i n s t i t u t i o n a l ­
i s e d m o n o p o l y o w n e r s h i p o f t h e 
l a n d . 

Our Z imbabwean p o l i t i c a l economy, 
w h i c h i s n e i t h e r a n a t u r a l one 
n o r an e t e r n a l o n e , i s t o d a y 
d e f i n e d by a c e r t a i n s o c i a l s t r u ­
c t u r e o f o p p r e s s i o n a n d d i s p o s s e ­
s s i o n . T h i s s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e i s 
c h a r a c t e r i s e d by l i n e q u a l - a n d e x ­
p l o i t a t i v e r e l a t i o n s , r e l a t i o n s o f 
p r i v i l e g e f o r a few a n d b o n d a g e 
f o r many, o f s u p e r - a b u n d a n c e f o r 
t h e few a n d s q u a l o r , l a n d l e s s n e s s , 



p o v e r t y , d i s e a s e , u n e m p l o y m e n t , 
w a g e - s l a v e r y , i n s e c u r i t y , a n x i e t y 
and u n t o l d s u f f e r i n g and p r i v a t i o n 
f o r t h e m a j o r i t y . I t i s a p o l i t i -
c a l economy o f i n e q u a l i t y b e t w e e n 
t h e s e x e s , o f c h a u v i n i s m o f t h e 
ma l e s e x and o p p r e s s i o n , b a c k w a r d ­
n e s s and e x p l o i t a t i o n o f a l a r g e 
s e c t i o n o f t h e f e m a l e p o p u l a t i o n . 
A l l t h i s i n j u s t i c e i s f o r t i f i e d 
by an i d e o l o g i c a l , l e g a l , p o l i t i c a l 
and, v p s y c h o l o g i c a l s u p e r s t r u c t u r e 
w h i c h i s o v e r w h e l m i n g l y p a r t r i a r c -
h a l . Rape h a s e v o l v e d i n t h e c o n ­
t e x t o f t h e h i s t o r i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t 
o f t h i s p o l i t i c a l economy. 

S o c i e t i e s h a v e n o t a l w a y s e x i s t e d 
a s t h e y a r e on e a r t h , b u t h a v e 
e v o l v e d a nd a r e e v o l v i n g c o n s t a n t l y 
t h r o u g h s t a g e s . E a c h o f t h e s e 
s t a g e s h a s b e e n p u n c t u a t e d more o r 
l e s s by s t r u g g l e s t h a t h a v e r e s u l ­
t e d i n d i f f e r e n t m a i n m e t h o d s o f 
o b t a i n i n g t h e e s s e n t i a l s o f l i f e 
( d o m i n a n t modes o f p r o d u c t i o n ) . 
•The f i r s t s t a g e was when p e o p l e 
l i v e d more o r l e s s l i k e a n i m a l s , 
h u n t i n g and g a t h e r i n g t h i n g s . 
B r o a d l y , t h e y l i v e d i n g r o u p s o r 
h o r d e s . The most a d v a n c e d s t a g e 
o f t h i s e a r l y l i f e h a s b e e n c a l l e d 
' p r i m i t i v e c o m m u n a l i s m . ' I n t h i s 
a s yejb u n d i f f e r e n t i a t e d s o c i e t y , 
e v e r y t h i n g was h e l d i n common f o r 
t h e g r o u p . I m p o r t a n t l y , a t t h i s 
s t a g e women had a more s u p e r i o r 
p o s i t i o n t h a n men. The s c i e n t i s t s 
o f t h i s h i s t o r y r e f e r t o t h i s s t a g e 
a s c h a r a c t e r i s e d by m o t h e r - r i g h t 
o r m a t r i a r c h y o r a p e r i o d .of g r e a t 
r e s p e c t f o r t h e f e m a l e s e x . T h e y 
s a y p r i m i t i v e c o m m u n a l i s m c o u l d 
o n l y be p o s s i b l e w i t h t h e d o m i n a n c e 
o f t h e f e m a l e s e x . G r o u p C a r r i a g e 

r a t h e r t h a n monogamous and p o l y g y -
n o u s m a r r i a g e s known t o d a y was p r e ­
d o m i n a n t . G r o u p s o r h o r d e s o f 
p e o p l e h a d s e x i n common w i t h o u t 
any i n c e s t t a b o o s . 

W i t h t h i s a n i m a l l i k e g r o u p m a r r i ­
a g e , t h e l i n e o f d e s c e n t w^as t r a c e ­
a b l e o n l y t h r o u g h t h e m o t h e r who 
a l o n e c o u l d be v e r i f i e d . T he 
power o f t h e woman l a y p r e c i s e l y 
i n t h a t s h e a l o n e c o u l d c l a i m 
k n o w l e d g e o f p a r e n t h o o d o f o f f ­
s p r i n g , g i v e n t h e fStct o f communal 
s e x u a l i n t e r c o u r s e . D e t e r m i n a t i o n 
o f l i n e o f d e s c e n t was i m p o r t a n t 
i n s o f a r a s i t c o u l d ^ d i s q u a l i f y 
o n e ' s m e m b e r s h i p o f a n d e n t i t l e ­
ment t o t h e r e s o u r c e s o f a g r o u p . 
T h u s , t h e f e m a l e s h a d po w e r o v e r 
a c c e s s t o t h e p r o p e r t y o f t h e 
communal h o u s e h o l d s . Wit,h t h i s 
p o w e r , a u t h o r i t y and r e s p e c t , t h e 
f e m a l e s e x c o u l d n o t be r a p e d . 
A p a r t f r o m t h e f a c t o f c o m m u n a l i s e d 
s e x , m a t r i a r c h y m e a n t t h a t women 
w e r e i n c o n t r o l . H i g h d e a t h r a t e s 
due t o l i t t l e c o n t r o l o v e r n a t u r a l 
c o n d i t i o n s a nd t h e b a d s a n i t a r y 
and d i e t a r y c o n d i t i o n s m e a n t t h a t , 
t h e d o m i n a n t g r o u p sho^uld c o n t r o l 
s e x u a l r e l a t i o n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
s e x u a l a b u s e o f f e m a l e s i n s o . f a r 
a s t h e y w e r e a p r i n c i p a l f o r c e 
f o r t h e r e p r o d u c t i o n o f t h e g r o u p . 
I t was t h e women who f o r m e d t h i s 
d o m i n a n t g r o u p ( m a t r i a r c h y ) . T h u s , 
i f r a p e c o u l d be s a i d t o be a u s e ­
f u l c o n c e p t f o r t h a t p e r i o d , i t 
c e r t a i n l y was c h e c k e d by women who 
c o u l d p u n i s h t h e o f f e n d e r s e v e r e l y 
by b a n i s h i n g h i m f r o m t h e g r o u p 
an d f r o m e n t i t l e m e n t t o i t s r e ­
s o u r c e s ; . S u c h b a n i s h e d ' c r i m i n a l s ' 
c o u l d become s l a v e s ! 

B u t t h i s was t h e g o l d e n age f o r 
t h e f e m a l e s e x whi.ch no d o u b t h a d 
i t s own c o n t r a d i c t i o n s b a s e d on 
t h e p r i m i t i v i s m o f t h e p o c i a l 
o r g & n i s m i t s e l f . . C o n t r o l o v e r t h e 
f o r c e s o f n a t u r e h ad b a r e l y a d v a n ­
c e d . I d e o l o g - i c a ' l o b s c u r a n t i s m 
r e i g n e d s u p r e m e . The power o f t h e 
woman l a y i n h e r command o v e r 
a c c e s s t o t h e p r o p e r t y o f t h e 
communal h o u s e h o l d a n d h e r c r u c i a l . 
r o l e i n p r o d u c t i o n a n d r e p r o d u c t i o n . 
S c i e n t i s t s o f h i s t o r y i n f o r m u s 
t h a t o n c e t h i s s i t u a t i o n c h a n g e d , 
a w o r l d h i s t o r i c a l d e f e a t o f t h e 
f e m a l e s e x t o o k p l a c e . M o t h e r -



r i g h t was r e p l a c e d by f a t h e r - r i g h t . 
W i t h t h e p r o d u c t i o n o f a s u r p l u s 
c l a s s e s came i n t o e x i s t e n c e . A 
d i v i s i o n o f l a b o u r w h i c h h a d h i t h ­
e r t o , b e e n m e r e l y s e x u a l , a s s u m e d a 
new s o c i a l c h a r a c t e r . A m a l e 
d o m i n a t e d s o c i a l g r o u p came t o 
own and c o n t r o l t h e means o f p r o ­
d u c t i o n and o f s u b s i s t e n c e w h i l e 
t h e f e m a l e s e x d e g e n e r a t e d in4:o 
s e r v i t u d e a n d s l a v e r y . 

P r i m i t i v e c o m m u n a l i s m was s u p e r ­
s e d e d by s l a v e r y , a m e t h o d o f 
p r o d u c t i o n o f t h i n g s w h i c h make 
l i f e p o s s i b l e i n w h i c h t h e s l a v e -
m a s t e r owns l a n d , p r o d u c t s and . 
t h e p r o d u c e r who i s t h ^ s l a v e . 
The s l a v e i s a ' t h i n g ' , a t o o l 
l i k e a hoe, a s h o v e l o r a h a t c h e t . 
A u g m e n t i n g t h e p o o l o f s l a v e s was 
a c h i e v e d by p u r c h a s i n g s l a v e s o r 
by o r g a n i s i n g a nd o v e r s e e i n g t h e i r 
b i o l o g i c a l r e p r o d u c t i o n . To i n ­
c r e a s e p r o d u c t i o n , t h e s l a v e -
m a s t e r i n c r e a s e d s l a v e n u mbers a n d 
i n t e n s i f i e d t h e i r l a b o u r . I n t h i s 
c o n t e x t t h e n , women s l a v e s w e r e 
a b u s e d i n e v e r y way. T h e s l a v e -
m a s t e r c o u l d f o r c e s e x u a l i n t e r ­
c o u r s e b e t w e e n s l a v e s who h a d no 
e m o t i o n a l a t t a c h m e n t t o ' e a c h o t h e r . 
He r a p e d s l a v e women t o whom he 
r e l a t e d a s s i m p l y t h i n g s u s a b l e 
f o r h i s g r e a t e s t a l l - r o u n d e n j o y ­
ment. 

Under s l a v e r y t h e n , women s u f f e r e d 
a d o u b l e o p p r e s s i o n - f i r s t , a s 
e c o n o m i c a l l y e x p l o i t e d p r o d u c e r s -
s e c o n d , a s f e m a l e s s u b j e c t e d t o a 
s e x u a l / b i o l o g i c a l and p s y c h o l o ­
g i c a l r a p e . S l a v e r y , w h i c h was 
b a s e d on new r e l a t i o n s t o p r o p e r t y 
and t h e means o f p r o d u c t i o n r e p r e ­
s e n t e d t h e e m e r g e n c e o f a c l a s s 
d i v i d e d s o c i e t y w h i c h d e e p e n e d t h e 
o p p r e s s i o n a nd s e x u a l a b u s e o f 
t h e f e m a l e s e x . 

H i s t o r y ' s m o t i v e f o r c e f o r c h a n g e 
l i e s i n t h e c o n t r a d i c t i o n b e t w e e n 
s o c i a l f o r c e s . T h i s c o n t r a d i c t i o n 
and s t r u g g l e l e d t o t h e o v e r t h r o w 
o f t h e s l a v e mode o f p r o d u c t i o n 
and t h e s l a v e s became f r e e p e a s a n t s . 
B u t t h e y came u n d e r a new f o r m o f 
bondage w i t h t h e i n c e p t i o n o f t h e 
f e u d a l s i ^ s t e m . ' F r e e ' p e a s a n t s 
became s e r f s b o n d e d t o a new l a n d ­
owner c l a s s . To r e m a i n on t h e 
o w n e r ' s l a n d , p e a s a n t s w e r e r e q u i r ­

ed t o p a y r e n t o r t a x by e i t h e r 
w o r k i n g on t h e o w n e r ' s p l o t f o r a 
s p e c i f i e d number o f d a y s ( l a b o u r 
r e n t ) o r t o s u r r e n d e r a s p e c i f i e d 
p o r t i o n o f t h e i r p r o d u c e t o him 
{h, "4 o r h, r e n t i n k i n d ) o r , a s 
h a p p e n e d l a t e r i n h i s t o r y ( a n d 
h a p p e n s t o d a y ) t o p a y t a x i n money 
I n o u r c o u n t r y , we know t h a t i n 
t h e Mwene MUtapa e m p i r e , f o r 
e x a m p l e , p e a s a n t s w e r e r e q u i r e d t o 
work one i n e v e r y t h i r t y d a y s i n 
t h e K i n g ' s f i e l d , a p e r f e c t f e u d a l 
e x p l o i t a t i v e a r r a n g e m e n t ! 

P e a s a n t h o u s e h o l d s w o r k e d f l a t o u t 
t o m eet b o t h t h e i r own s u b s i s t e n c e 
r e q u i r e m e n t s a n d t h o s e o f t h e p a r a 
s i t i c a l l a n d - o w n e r s , t h e f e u d a l 
c h i e f s . Women a n d c h i l d r e n w e r e 
t h e b a c k b o n e o f d i r e c t p r o d u c t i o n 
w h i l e t h e m a l e " h e a d s o f h o u s e h o l d 
g e n e r a l l y s u p e r v i s e d t h e i r l a b o u r , 
t r a n s f e r r i n g t h e s u r p l u s p r o d u c t 
f r o m them u p w a r d s t h r o u g h ' c h i e f s ' 
t o t h e s t a t e ( k i n g ) a t t h e t o p . 
The women's r o l e i n s o c i a l p r o ­
d u c t i o n a n d b i o l o g i c a l r e p r o d u c t ­
i o n meaitt t h a t a c q u i s i t i o n o f many 
w i v e s ( v i a a b d u c t i o n a n d / o r p u r ­
c h a s e t h r o u g h s o - c a l l e d l o b o l a ) 
was a s u r e way o f e x p a n d i n g t h e 

"Women and children were the backbone 
of direct production..." 



l a b o u r f o r c e d e p l o y a b l e i n p r o d u ­
c t i o n . S e x u a l a b u s e o f t h e f e m a l e 
s e x b e c a m e r a m p a n t a n d v a r i e d i n 
f o r m . S t r i p p e d f r o m a c t u a l o w n e r ­
s h i p o f t h e m e a n s o f p r o d u c t i o n , 
f e m a l e s b e c a m e h e l p l e s s l y d e p e n d ­
e n t o n t h e p a t r i a r c h a l l a n d - o w n e r s 
. a n d m a l e ' h e a d s o f h o u s e h o l d s . ' 
F e m a l e o p p r e s s i o n b e c a m e i n e x t r i -
c a b l y l i n k e d w i t h t h e g e n s j r a l 
e x p l o i t a t i o n o f p e a s a n t s b y t h e 
l a n d - o w n i n g c l a s . s . A s i n s l a v e r y , 
i t w a s n o t a c r i m e f o r t h e l a n d ­
o w n e r t o f o r c e s e x u a l i n t e r c o u r s e 
( r a p e ) O n a p e a s a n t w o m a n . I n d e e d , 
i n f e u d a l E u r o p e , t h e l o r d o f t h e 
m a n o r a v a i l e d h i m s e l f t h e p r i v i ­
l e g e o f t h e s o - c a l l e d ' r i g h t o f 
t h e f i r s t n i g h t ' i n w h i c h h e 
d e m a n d e d s e x u a l i n t e r c o u r s e w i t h 
t h e w i f e o f h i s n e w l y m a r r i e d 
s e r f b e f o r e a l l o w i n g t h e s e r f s t o 
e n j o y t h e i r c o n j u g a l r i g h t s . T h i s 
s e x u a l a b u s e a n d r a p e o f p e a s a n t 
w o m e n , w h i c h c o n f i r m e d t h e d o m i n a ­
n t c l a s s p o s i t i o n o f t h e p a t r i a r c ­
h a l l a n d - o w n e r a n d a f f i r m e d t h e 
e n s l a v e m e n t o f m a l e s e r f s a n d 
t h e i r w i v e s , i s n o t u n k n o w n i n t h e 
h o u s e h o l d s o f s o m e o f o u r n a t i o n -
a l i t x e s t o d a y , g o i n g u n d e r t h e 
g u i s e o f ' o u r " c u l t u r e ' . T h i s 
s i t u a t i o n c o n f i r m s t h e p o s i t i o n 
o f t h e l o w e r c l a s s e s 
o f t h e f e m a l e s e x a s b e i n g s u p p ­
l i e r s o f l a b o u r , s e x , o f f s p r i n g , 
f i r s t , t o t h e i r i m m e d i a t e m a l e -
o w n e r s a n d , s e c o n d , t o t h e e n t i r e 
p r i v i l e g e d f e u d a l c l a s s . 

T h e c l a s s s t r u g g l e s o f f e u d a l i s m 
- p r i m a r i l y b e t w e e n t h e f e u d a l 
a r i s t o c r a c y a n d t h e r i s i n g b o u r ­
g e o i s i e a l l i e d w i t h s e c t o r s o f t h e 
p e a s a n t r y - u s h e r e d i n t h e c a p i t a l ­
i s t s y s t e m w i t h a p a t r i a r c h a l 
b o u r g e o i s i e i n p o w e r . I n o u r o w n 
c o u n t r y , a s e r i e s o f b l o o d y 
s t r u g g l e s b e t w e e n m e r c h a n t c a p i t a l 
a n d t h e i n d i g e n o u s r u l i n g a n d 
r u l e d c l a s s e s , f r o m t h e 1 6 t h 
c e n t u r y o n w a r d s , c u l m i n a t e d i n 
t h , e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f c a p i t a l i s m 
b y I m p e r i a l i s t c a p i t a l i n t h e 
1 8 9 0 s . T h i s h i s t o r i c a l f a c t , m a k e s 
e v e n m o r e n o n s e n s i c a l t h e t w a d d l e s 
o f t h e m a n y r a n t e r s w h o c l a i m - t h a t 
c a p i t a l i s m i s n a t u r a l t o Z i m b a b w e , 
t h a t Z i m b a b w e a n s h a v e a l w a y s b e e n 
c a p i t a l i s t s a n d w i l ' ^ L a l w a y s b e so'. 

W i t h t h e i n c e p t i o n o f c a p i t a l i s m . 

i n t h e w o r l d g e n e r a l l y t h e p e a s a n t 
a n d n e w ' w o r k i n g - c l a s s w o m e n f e l l 
d e e p e r i n t o a p o l i t i c a l , p s y c h o l o ­
g i c a l , e c o n o m i c a n d b i o - p h y s i c a l 
' d o u b l e / o p p r e s s i o n , f i r s t l y a s 
f e m a l e s , s e c o n d l y , a s t h e e x p l o i t ­
e d c l a s s . W o m e n a n d c h i l d r e n 
w o r k e d l a b a d a n d u n s a n i t a r y c o n ­
d i t i o n s i n t h e c o t t a g e i n d u s t r i e s 
o f t h e r i s i n g c a p i t a l i s t s , s o m e ­
t i m e s e v e n i n t h e m i n e s . 
W i t h t h e l o w e s t w a g e s p a i d 
t o t h e m , t h e y w e r e a c h e a p s o u r c e 
o f l a b o u r p o w e r . T h e e m p l o y m e n t 
o f w o m e n i n t h e m o s t a l i e n a t i n g , 
t e d i o u s , m ^ e n i a l , l o w s k i l l e d a n d 
l o w l y p a i d j o b s a n d i n c a s u a l 
l a b o u r i s w i d e s j p r e a d u n d e r c a p i t a l ­
i s m t o t h i s d a y - t h i s i s a l s o t r u e 
i n o u r o w n c o u n t r y l W i t n e s s t h e 
h o r r i b l e c o n d i t i o n s / o f w o r k a n d 
l i f e o f w o m e n i n , o u r F o o d , A g r i ^ 
c u l t u r e a n d T e x t i l e i n d u s t r i e s a n d 
i n S m a l l r s c a l e c o m m e r c i a l s h o p s 
a n d u n d e r t a k i n g s - a n d a l l t h i s 
d e s p i t e o u r l a w s a n d r e g u l a t i o n s ! 
T h i s i s t h e l o t o f t h e w o r k i n g -
c l a s s w o m e n . O u r b o u r g e o i s a n d 
a r i s t o c r a t i c f e m a l e s , w h o a r e e v e r y ­
d a y f a l s e l y g l a m o u r i s e d a s s e x u a l 
o b j e c t s a n d h y p o c r i t i c a l l y r e v e r e d 
b y t h e i m n i o i r a l p e t t y - b o u r g e o i s 
m a l e s , r e m a i n o p p r e s ^ s e d a s m e m b e r s 
o f t h e f e m a l e s e x . O n t h e q u e s t i o n 
o f t h e c l a s s s t r u g g l e a n d o f s e t t i n g 
a b a i ^ i s f o r t h e c o m p l e t e l i b e r a t i o n 
o f w o m e n f r o m r a p e a n d s e x u a l a b u s e , 
t h e y a r e n o t a l l i e s o f t h e o p p r e s s ­
e d c l a ' s s e s . 

T ' h e s o c i a l s u b o r d i n a t i o n a n d e x p l o i ­
t a t i o n o f w o m e n t o d a y i s r a t i o n a l i ­
s e d b y a c o m b i n a t i o n o f a h y p o c r i t ­
i c a l c a p i t a l i s t g e n d e r i d e o l o g y , 
c l a i m i n g ' r e s p e c t f o r l a d i e s ' , ( y e t 
h i d i n g a r e a l i t y o f c o n t e m p t a n d 
v i o l e n c e a g a i n s t w o m e n a s r e v e a l e d ^ 
b y t h e h u m i l i a t i o n o f r a p e v i c t i m s 
i n p a t r i a r c h a l d o m i n a t e d b o u r g e o i | S 
c o u r t s ) , w i t h a p r i m i t i v e f e u d a l -
i s t i c a t t i t u d e w h i c h I n v o k e s s o -
c a l l e d ' c y l t u r e ' t o h i d e e n s l a v e ­
m e n t , s a l e , s e x u a l a b u s e a n d v i o ­
l e n c e p e r p e r t r a t e d a g a i n s t w o m e n . 
T h i s o n t h e o n e h a n d , c o n f i r m s 
t h e h i s t o r i c a l d e f e a t o f t h e f e ­
m a l e s e x , a n d o n t h e o t h e r , a 
r e a l , c o n t e m p o r a r y f e a r o f t h e 
p o t e n t i a l f o r t h e i n t e r v e n t i o n o f 
t h e o p p r e s s e d c l a s s w i t h i n t h a t 
s e x . ; Y e t , t h e g r e a t e s t t r i c k o f 
t h e f e u d a l - c u m - b o u r g e o i s o r d e r i s 



i t s a b i J - i f t y t o k e e p t h e o p p r e s s e d 
m a s s e s o f men and women i n i g n o r ­
a n c e , t o a r r e s t th*> d e v e l o p m e n t 
o f t h e i r i n t e l l e c t u a l , c a p a c i t i e s , 
t o k e e p them imbued w i t h a n i d e o ­
l o g i c a l o b s c u r a n t i s m w h i c h h a i l s 
t h e i r e n s l a v e m e n t a s " o u r t r a d i ­
t i o n a l c u l t u r e . " 

I t i s c l e a r t h e n t h a t t h e p r e s e n t 
day s p e c i f i c c h a r a c t e r o f s e x u a l 
v i o l e n c e a g a i n s t women i s a p r o ­
d u c t o f a h i s t o r i c a l l y e v o l v e d 
s o c i e t y t h a t h a s d e v e l o p e d c l a s s 
a ntagonj.sms w i t h i n i t . T h i s h a s 
p r o d u c e d s o c i o - p s y c h o l o g i c a l 
t r a i t s i n o u r c i t i z e n s ( w h i c h 
some t h i n k a r e mere p a t h o l o g i e s ) 
w h i c h c o r r e s p o n d t o t h e c l a s s -
b a s e d g e n e r a l v i o l e n c e a g a i n s t 
t h e o p p r e s s e d . The y o r l d h i s t o r i ­

c a l d e f e a t o f t h e f e m a l e s e x w i t h 
t h e p a s s i n g o f p r i m i t i v e communa-
l i s m , s o u n d e d t h e e n t r a n c e o f 
c l a s s s o c i e t y i n t o h i s t o r y . The 
o n l y s u r e way t o e s t a b l i s h a ^ 
m a t e r i a l b a s i s f o r t h e e n d i n g o f 
i m m o r a l i t y a r r o g a n c e , h y p o c r i s y , 
r a p e and v i o l e n c e a g a i n s t women 
and o t h e r p e o p l e l i e s n o t s o much 
i n t o u g h l e g a l p u n i s h m e n t o f t h e 
i n d i v i d u a l - t h o u g h a c a s e i s 
s t r o n g l y made f o r t h i s t o o - b u t 
i n o r g a n i s i n g f o r t h e e n d i n g o f 
t h e p a t r i a r c h a l c l a s s d i v i d e d 
s o c i e t y o f m o n o p o l y c a p i t a l i s m 
w i t h i t s a t t e n d a n t p r i m i t i v e 
f e u d a l s o c i o - c u l t u r a l s u r v i v a l . 
O b j e c t i v e l y , t o l e a d o t h e r s o c i a l 
g r o u p s i n t h i s m i s s i o n ^ t h e r e i s 
n e e d f o r a p o l i t i c a l l y c o n c i o u s 
and a d v a n c e d w o r k i n g - c l a s s o f b o t h 
s e x e s . 

A Day in the 
Life of a 
Woman in 
Rural Africa 

Source: UN bconomic 
Cummission for Africa 

4:45 am 
wakes up, 
washes and eats 

3:00 to 4:00 pm 
collects rirewood 
and comes home 

5:00 to 5:30 am 
walks to fields 

5:30 am to 3:00 pm 
plows, hoes, weeds, 
plants 

4:00 to 5:30 pm . 
pounds and grinds 

5:30 to 6:30 pm 
fetches water, 
2 kikmieters each way 

6:30 to 7:30 pn. 
lights fire and cooks 

^ 8:30 to 9:30 pm 
washes children, 
the dishes and herself 

7:30 to 8:30 pm 
serves food to 
family and eats 

_ 9:30 pm 
f goes to bed 
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can the law prevent discrimination against Women Women Women 
b y M a r y T a n d o n 

T h e i n d e p e n d e n c e o f Z i m b a b w e w a s 
a c h i e v e d t h r o u g h t h e l i b e r a t i o n 
w a r , a w a r c a r r i e d o u t b y m e n a n d 
w o m e n f i g h t i n g s i d e b y s i d e . I n 
o t h e r w - o r d s , t h e r e w a s n o d i s c r i m i ­
n a t i o n a g a i n s t t h e r o l e o f w o m e n 
i n t h e s t r u g g l e f o r i n d e p e n d e n c e . 

S i n c e 1 9 8 0 t h e G o v e r n m e n t o f Z i m b ­
a b w e h a s t a k e n c o g n i s a n c e o f t h e 
f a c t t h a t t h e f o r m e r c o l o n i a l 
r e g i m e ' s d i s c r i m i n a t o r y p o l i c i e s 
b a s e d o n r a c e a n d s e x s h o u l d b e 
a b o l i s h e d . 

B e s i d e s t h e Z i m b a b w e a n C o n s t i t u t i o n 
w h i c h p r o v i d e s b r o a d l y a g a i n s t 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n a n d i n e q u a l i t i e s , 
t h e r e a r e a n u m b e r o f A c t s t h a t 
p r o v i d e s p e c i f i c a l l y a g a i n s t d i s c ­
r i m i n a t i o n o n t h e b a s i s o f s e x . 
T o n a m e a f e w : 

( a ) T h e S e x D i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n R e m o v ­
a l A c t p r o v i d e s t h a t w o m e n h a v e 
t h e r i g h t , i f p o s s e s s i n g t h e 
n e c e s s a r y q u a l i f i c a t i o n , t o 
h o l d t h e ' s a m e o f f i c e s a n d 
p o s i t i o n s a s m e n . 

( b ) T h e M i n i m u m W a g e s A c t p r o v i d e s 
t h a t t h e r e " s h a l l b e e q u a l p a y 
f o r e q u a l w o r k , n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g 
r a c e o r s e x . " 

( c ) T h e L e g a l A g e o f M a j o r i t y A c t 
p r o v i d e s t h a t " a p e r s o n s h a l l 
a t t a i n t h e l e g a l a g e o f m a j o ­
r i t y o n a t t a i n i n g t h e ' a g e o f 
e i g h t e e n y e a r s o f a g e . " T h i s 
i s t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t A c t 
r e l a t i n g t o e q u a l i t y b e t w e e n 
t h e s e x e s . 

I w o u l d l i k e t o a n a l y s e t h e e f f e c t ­
i v e n e s s o f t h e a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d A c t s 
w h e n a d m i n i s t e r e d . 
10 , 

Equal pay for equal work 

T h e S e x D i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n A c t . 

I t i s c o r r e c t t o s t a t e t h a t t h e r e 
a r e s o m e ( v e r y f e w ) w o m e n w h o ' ' h o l d -
t o p p o s i t i o n s i n t h e i r e m p l o y m e n t 
a n d t h a t ^ m o r e w o m e n a r e m o v i n g a w a y 
f r o m " j o b s " p o p u 1 a r l y ' k n o w n t o b e 
" w o m e n ' s j o b s " a n d e n t e r i n g i n t o t h e 
l e g a l , f i n a n c i a l a n d m e d i c a l p r o ­
f e s s i o n s . B u t t h i s i s o n l y a d r o p 
i n t h e o c e a n f o r m o s t o f t h e s e 
p r o f e s s i o n s a r e s t i l l m a l e - d o m i n a ­
t e d . - , 

D i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n e m p l o y m e n t i s 
a p p a r e n t b u t d i f f i c u l t t o p r o v e 
t o t h e s t a n d a r d r e q u i r e d b y t h e 
C o u r t . N e v e r t h e l e s s w e a r e a l l 
a w a r e t h a t d i s c r i m i n a t i o n e x i s t s 
i n t h e a r e a s o f e m p l o y m e n t a n d 
p j T o m o t i o n . E v i d e n c e o f t h i s a w a r e ­
n e s s c a n b e n o t e d i n t h e a t t i t u d e 
o f t h e s o c i e t y a n d t h e s t r u c t u r e 
o f t h e s y s t e m . E m p l o y e r s a n d d e c i ­
s i o n - m a k e r s a r e p r e d o m i n a n t l y m e n 
w h o h o l d t h e b e l i e f t h a t m e n a r e 
t h e b r e a d w i n n e r s o f f a m i l i e s a n d 
t h e r e f o r e i n a c h o i c e o f t h e e m p l o y ­
m e n t o f a m a l e o r f e m a l e , t h e 
f o r m e r w ( ^ u l d b e g i v e n f a v o u r a b l e 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n . E m p l o y e r s c o m p l a i n 
t h a t w o m e n a r e l e s s p r o d u c t i v e t h a n 
m e n . T h e r e a s o n s a r e t h a t w o m e n 
a r e o f t e n a b s e n t f r o m w o r k d u e t o 
c h i l d b e a r i n g a n d c h i l d c a r e , e t c . 
W o m e n a r e u n r e l i a b l e i n t h a t t h e y 
c a n n o t s t a y o n a j o b f o r l o n g , f o r 
e x a m p l e a m a r r i e d w o m a n i s u s u a l l y 
f o r c e d t o l e a v e h e r j o b , i n t h e 
e v e n t o f h e r h u s b a n d b e i n g t r a n s ­
f e r r e d t o a d i f f e r e n t t o w n t o w o r k . 



L a s t l y i D ecause o f c u l t u r e a n d 
t r a d i t i o n men dp n o t c o n s i d e r i t 
p r o p e r t h a t a woman s h o u l d be a 
" b o s s " o v e r m a l e e m p l o y e e s , who i n 
most c a s e s c o n s i d e r women t o be a 
r i v a l and a t h r e a t . 

T h e s e s t a t e m e n t s h o l d no w a t e r . 
I f Zimbabwe s e r i o u s l y c h o o s e s t o i n 
i n t r o d u c e a s o c i a l i s t s y s t e m , t h e n 
men and women s h o u l d s h a r e r e s p o n s ­
i b i l i t i e s e q u a l l y and c r e a t e e q u a l 
c o n d i t i o n s a nd o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r 
women t p work i n . 

The Minimum Wage A c t r e f l e c t s t h e 
s o c i a l i s t s y s t e m . «Here a g a i n t h e 
i n t e n t i o n o f t h e A c t i s d i f f i c u l t 
t o i m p l e m e n t i n t h e p r e s e n t s y s t e m 
and s t r u c t u r e o f Zimbabwe. I t i s 
d i f f i c u l t t o know, w h e t h e r e m p l o y e r s 
h a v e t a k e n a c c o u n t o f t h i s p i e c e o f 
l e g i s l a t i o n . The d i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
w h i c h women e n c o u n t e r i n l a b o u r i s 
so s u b t l e t h a t l a w a l o n e i s i n ­
c a p a b l e o f p r o t e c t i n g women ( a n d 
men) . I n some c a s e s , woinen who h a v e 
t h e same q u a l i f i c a t i o n s a nd e x p e r i ­
e n c e a s t h e i r m a l e c o u n t e r p a r t s , a r e 
r a n k e d low by e m p l o y e r s , i n o r d e r 
*to b y - p a s s t h e A c t . T h i s t y p e o f 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i s n o t l i m i t e d t o 
j j u s t s e x b u t a l s o t o the: c l a s s o f 
t h e w o r k e r s . 

Th'e L e g a l Age o f M a j o r i t y A c t . 
T h i s A c t h a s , w h a t a p p e a r s t o be a 
v e r y s i m p l e p r o v i s i o n - t h a t a 
p e r s o n oji a t t a i n i n g t h e a g e o f 18 
a l s o a t t a i n s t h e s t a t u s o f a 
m a j o r . T h i s s i m p l e p r o v i s i o n , 
h o w e v e r , h a s v e r y w i d e i m p l i c a t i o n s . 

The s t a t u s o f A f r i c a n women u n d e r 
c u s t o m a r y l a w and p r a c t i c e was 
t h a t o f a m i n o r a l l t h e i r l i v e s . 
S i n c e t h i s A c t c o n f e r s a m a j o r i t y 
s t a t u s on a l l p e r s o n s i n Zimbabwe 
who a r e 18 y e a r s and a b o v e , A f r i c a n 
women f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e c a n e n j o y 
m a j o r i t y s t a t u s r e g a r d l e s s o f 
w h e t h e r t h e y a r e m a r r i e d , s i n g l e , 
d i v o r c e d o r widowed. T h e y e n j o y 
a l l t h e l e g a l r i g h t s enjoyed'^by 
t h e i r m a le c o u n t e r p a r t s , t h a t i s : 

(a ) t h e r i g h t t o s u e and be s u e d 
i n o n e ' s own r i g h t ; 

(b) t h e r i g h t t o c i n t r a c t i n OTie's 
own c a p a c i t y ; 

( c ) t h e r i g h t f o r an A f r i c a n woman 
t o m a r r y w i t h o r w i t h o u t l o b o l a 
b e i n g n e g o t i a t e d a n d t h e r e f o r e 
c o n s e n t o f a p a r e n t o r g u a r d i a n 
t o m a r r y i s no l o n g e r a l e g a l 
r e q u i r e m e n t ; a n d 

(d) t h e r i g h t t o own m o v e a b l e p r o ­
p e r t y o t h e r t h a n t h o s e t h a t an 
A f r i c a n woman i,s e n t i t l e c i t o 
d n d e r t r a d i t i o n a l p r a c t i c e . 

T h e s e w i d e l e g a l p r o v i s i o n s u n d e r 
t h e L e g a l Age o f M a j o r i t y A c t go 
a g a i n s t t h e norms o f A f r i c a n c u s t ­
omary l a w a n d c u s t o m a r y p r a c t i c e . 
F o r eixample, p a r e n t a l c o n s e n t t o 
t h e m a r r i a g e o f an A f r i c a n g i r l , 
i r r e s p e c t i v e o f t h e a g e , i s a 
l e g a l r e q u i r e m e n t u n d e r t h e A f r i c a n 
M a r r i a g e s A c t ; t h e r i g h t t o c o n t r ­
a c t and t o d e f e n d a n y r i g h t s i n 
C o u r t by an A f r i c a n woman o f t h e 
age o f m a j o r i t y i s c o n t f l r a r y t o t h e 
p r o v i s i o n o f s e c t i o n 3 '(3) o f t h e 
C u s t o m a r y Law a n d P r i m a r y C o u r t s 
A c t s ; a nd t h e r i g h t f o p a m a r r i e d 
A f r i c a n woman t o own m o v e a b l e p r o ­
p e r t y a f t e r m a r r i a g e i s t h e oppo­
s i t e o f w h a t i s p r o v i d e d f o r u n d e r 
s e c t i o n 13 o f t h e A f r i c a n M a r r i a -
g,j^s A c t . 

The a b o v e e x a m p l e s show t h a t , no 
s t e p s h a v e b e e n t a k e n by t h e 
M i n i s t r y o f J u s t i c e , L e g a l and 
P a r l i a m e n t a r y A f f a i r s t o amend o r 
r e p e a l p f r o v i s i o n s o f e x i s t i n g 
A f r i c a n C u s t o m a r y Law t h a t a r e i n ­
c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e l e g a l r i g h t s 
g r a n t e d u n d e r t h e L e g a l Age o f 
M a j o r i t y A c t . 

WOMEH as EQUAL 
PARTNERS 
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One c a n o n l y p r e s u m e on t h e b a s i s 
o f s e c t i o n 3 ( 3 ) o f t h e L e g a l Age o f 
M a j o r i t y A c t , t h a t t h i s A c t o v e r ­
r i d e s c u s t o m a r y l a w p r a c t i c e . T h i s 
p r e s u m p t i o n w i l l f h a v e t o be v e r i f i e d 
by t e s t c a s e s b e f o r e t h e C o u r t l i k e 
t h e r e c e n t c a s e on t h e . c l a i m o f 
s e d u c t i o n o f damages by t h e f a t h e r 
o f a m a j o r d a u g h t e r . The s u p r e m e 
c o u r t o f Zimbabwe r u l e d , i n t h a t 
c a s e , t h a t t h e r i g h t t o s u e f o r 
s e d u c t i o n d a mages, no l o n g e r l i e s 
i n t h e c a p a c i t y o f t h e f a t h e r o f 
a m a j o r d a u g h t e r . 

I h a v e m e n t i o n e d b r i e f l y some e x i s t ­
i n g l e g i s l a t i o n s and a r e a s o f re-­
f orm t h a t t h e g o v e r n m e n t h a s i n t r o ­
d u c e d t h a t w o u l d b r i n g a b o u t 
e q u a l i t y o f r i g h t s b e t w e e n t h e 
s e x e s . However i t h a s g e n e r a l l y 
and c o r r e c t l y , b e e n c l a i m e d t h a t 
t h e s e l e g i s l a t i o n s h a v e , s o f a r , 
n o t b e e n t o t a l l y e f f e c t i v e . I n 
o t h e r w o r d s l e g i s l a t i o n a l o n e i s 
n o t e n o u g h . L e g i s l a t i o n h a s t o 
go hand i n h a n d w i t h e d u c a t i o n , 
t h a t i s , i d e o l o g i c a l e d u c a t i o n 
a g a i n s t f e u d a l c u l t u r a l and c a p i t a l ­
i s t i c t h i n k i n g and p r a c t i c e a s t h e 
f u n d a m e n t a l s t r a t e g y . 

The s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t i n e q u a l i t y 
and o p p r e s s i o n i s n o t o n l y a women's 
s t r u g g l e , i n t e n d e d t o be one a i m e d 
a g a i n s t t h e o p p o s i t e s e x . On t h e 
c o n t r a r y , i t i s a c l a s s s t r u g g l e 
w h i c h i n c l u d e s b o t h t h e s e x e s . 
The f e m a l e s e x h a s b e e n t h e one 
t h a t seems t o h a v e r e c e i v e d t h e 
w o r s t e n d o f t h e weapon o f d i s r i -
m i n a t i o n and o p p r e s s i o n , a n d , 
t h e r e f o r e women a r e c o n s o l i d a t i n g 
t h e i r s t r u g g l e r e g i o n a l l y a n d 
g l o b a l l y t o c l a i m t h e i r b a s i c 
human r i g h t s . wm 

IMP YfUi KNOW ? 

Women repseseill 50 percent «f the adult 
wtirld population. 

Women make up one-third of the official 
labor force. 

Women earn 10 percent of the world's 
income. 

Women own 1 percent of the world's 
property. 

Women grow 50 percent of the world's food. 

Thirty percent of the households In the 
world are headed by women. 
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THE NEW LABOUR 
RELATIONS ACT 
ANL THE WAY I T A F F E C T S FEMALE 
AND C H I L D LABOUR 

The new l a b o u r l e g i s l a t i o n h a s 
p r o v i s i o n s t h a t w i l l b e n e f i t f e ­
m a l e ' wage w o r k e r s . F o r e x a m p l e , 
e q u a l w a g e s f o r e q u a l w o r k , non -
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n a g a i n s t f e m a l e s on 
a n y g r o u n d s t o m e n t i o n a ^few. The 
r i g h t o f women t o an h o u r ' s b r e a s t ­
f e e d i n g e v e r y w o r k i n g da y i s a l s o 
s a f e g u a r d e d on c o n d i t i o n t h a t I t 
d o e s n o t d i s r u p t n o r m a l p r o d u c t ­
i o n p r o c e s s e s . T h i s i s p r o g r e s s ­
i v e i n d e e d . H owever t h e r e a r e 
o t h e r c o n s t r a i n t s w i t h i n i n d u s t r y 
a n d t h e l a b o u r movement t h a t may 
d i l u t e t h e p r o g r e s s i v e i n t e n t i o n s 
b e h i n d t h e new l a b o u r l e g i s l a t i o n . 

T h e b r e a s t f e e d i n g p r o v i s i o n i s 
o n l y u s e f u l t o t h o s e women who 
h a v e company o r p r i v a t e t r a n s p o r t 
t h a t a l l o w s them t o go home a t 
p a r t i c u l a r t i m e s w i t h i n t h e w o r k i n g 
d a y i n o r d e r t o b r e a s t f e e d t h e i r 
b a b i e s . The b u l k o f t h e low-wage 
f e m a l e e m p l o y e e s i n i n d u s t r y c a n n o t 
a f f o r d t h e t r a n s p o r t c o s t s i n v o l v e d 
i n c ommuting f r o m work t o a n d b a c k 
home t o b r e a s t f e e d . A l r e a d y , 
some e m p l o y e r s a r e c o m p l a i n i n g t h a t 
some women a b u s e t h i s p r o v i s i o n by 
g o i n g s h o p p i n g on t h e p r e t e x t t h a t 
t h e y a r e g o i n g t o b r e a s t f e e d t h e i r 



c h i l d r e n . H o w e v e r , t h i s p r o h a b l y 
a p p l i e s t o a few e n t e r p r i s e s , p a r t ­
i c u l a r l y , t h o s e c l o s e t o t o w n . 
Most women i n i n d u s t r y c a n n o t l e a v e 
t h e i r w o r k p l a c e s t o do t h e i r s h o p p ­
i n g w i t h i n t h e h o u r a l l o c a t e d f o r 
b r e a s t f e e d i n g . 

The p r o b l e m s i n v o l v e d i n i m p l e m e n t ­
i n g t h e b r e a s t f e e d i n g c l a u s e p o i n t 
t o t h e n e e d f o r n u r s e r i e s a n d 
c r e c h e s n e a r t h e w o r k p l a c e s o f t h e 
b u l k o f o u r wage l a b o u r f o r c e . 
T h i s i s a p r o b l e m t h a t c a n be t a c k ­
l e d by e m p l o y e r s , t r a d e u n i o n s a n d 
g o v e r n m e n t a s p a r t o f t h e p r o c e s s 
o f t h e a d v a n c e m e n t o f women, c r e a t ­
i n g b e t t e r c o n d i t i o n s f o r c h i l d 
c a r e a n d i m p l e m e n t i n g l a b o u r 
l e g i s l a t i o n . Wage w o r k e r s h a v e an 
i n t e r e s t i n e n s u r i n g t h a t t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n a r e w e l l c a r e d f o r w h i l e : 
t h e y a r e a t w o r k . C h i l d c a r e f a c i ­
l i t i e s n e a r w o r k - p l a c e s w i l l a l s o 
r e l e a s e more women f r o m b e i n g 
h o u s e b o u n d . I n t u r n t h e y w i l l be 
a b l e t o s p e n d more t i m e on i n c o m e -
g e n e r a t i n g t r a d i n g a nd c o - o p e r a t i v e 
a c t i v i t i e s i n t h e r u r d l a nd u r b a n 
a r e a s . Women i n waged j o b s w i l l be 
more a c t i v e i n w o r k p l a c e - r e l a t e d 
and u n i o n a c t i v i t i e s when t h e y do 
n o t h a v e t o w o r r y a b o u t t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n ' s w e l f a r e . Unwaged women 
w i l l a l s o h a v e more t i m e f o j : 
l i t e r a c y c l a s s e s , p o l i t i c a l a c t ­
i v i t i e s e t c . 

I f c h i l d c a r e i s n o t o r g a n i s e d 
a r o u n d w o r k p l a c e s , t h e p r o v i s i o n s 
o f t h e l a b o u r l e g i s l a i t i o n may s t i l l 
a f f e c t women n e g a t i v e l y by c u r t a i l ­
i n g t h e i r p r o s p e c t s f o r wage 
employment. E m p l o y e r s c a n s a y t h a t 
b r e a s t f e e d i n g p r o v i s i o n s d i s r u p t 
p r o d u c t i o n p r o c e s s e s , t h a t m a t e r ­
n i t y - b e n e f i t s p u s h up c o s t s o f 
e m p l o y i n g f e m a l e l a b o u r , t h a t 
f e m a l e w o r k e r s ' r a t e s o f a b s e n t e e ­
i s m a r e h i g h e r t h a n men's b e c a u s e 
women o f t e n s t a y away f r o m work 
t o l o o k a f t e r s i c k c h i l d r e n e t c . 
B u t w h a t c a n be s a i d a g a i n s t t h i s 

a r g u m e n t ? 

On t h e u n i o n s i d e , f e m a l e t r a d e 
u n i o n i s t s h a v e o f t e n s a i d t h a t t h e 
ma l e l a b o u r l e a d e r s a r e n o t c o n c e r ­
ned a b o u t p r e s e n t i n g a nd d e b a t i n g 
i s s u e s t h a t a r e i m p o r t a n t t o f e m a l e 
wage e a r n e r s i n Zimbabwe. I n some 
q u a r t e r s , i t i s f e l t t h a t women 
s h o u l d n o t be w o r k i n g o u t s i d e t h e 

home an y w a y s o t h a t a d v a n c i n g 
f e m a l e wage e a r n e r s ' i n t e r e s t s may 
n o t be v i e w e d a s a ' p r i o r i t y by 
u n i o n s . A l l t h e s e f a c t o r s may 
r e s u l t i n a t a c i t a g r e e m e n t b e t w e e n 
e m p l o y e r s and m a l e wage e a r n e r s n o t 
t o e m p l o y f e m a l e w o r j c e r s . A l t e r ­
n a t i v e l y , e m p l o y e r s m i g h t d e c i d e 
t o e m p l o y f e m a l e s u n d e r new j o b 
d e s c r i p t i o n s t h a t a c t u a l l y d e v a l u e 
t h e j o b s p a r t i c u l a r l y t h o s e p r e ­
v i o u s l y p e r f o r m e d by men. E m p l o y ­
e r s may d e c i d e t h a t i t i s b e t t e r 
t o p a y women m a t e r n i t y l e a v e 
b e n e f i t s w h i c h c a n be o f f s e t by t h e 
l o w e r w a g e s . p a i d t o women d o i n g 
n e w l y d e s c r i b e d j o b s , t h a t a r e no 
d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h e o l d o n e s . I n 
a d d i t i o n t o t h a t e m p l o y e r s may 
p r e f e r f e m a l e w o r k e r s who a r e 
u s u a l l y a p o l i t i c a l o r d o c i l e . A l l 
t h e s e p o s s i b i l i t i e s m u s t be c o n s i ­
d e r e d by t h e l a b o u r movement b e ­
c a u s e t h e y p r e s e n t p o s s i b i l i t i e s 
f o r a d i v i s i o n o f w o r k e r s i n t h e 
i n t e r e s t s o f p r o - c a p i t a l i s t i n d u ­
s t r i a l p e a c e . I n B r i t a i n , t h e 
i n c r e a s e d e m p l o y m e n t o f f e m a l e wage 
l a b o u r h a s b e e n u s e d t o p r e s s down 
t h e w a g e s o f a l l w o r k e r s c o m i n g 
i n t o t h e j o b . 

T h e r e i s t h e r e f o r e , a n e e d f o r 
m a l e a n d f e m a l e -wage w o r k e r s t o 
u n i t e i n o r d e r t o s a f e g u a r d t h e i r 
j o i n t i n t e r e s t s . T h e y c a n do t h i s 
by s p e a r h e a d i n g t h e p r o v i s i o n o f 
c h i l d c a r e f a c i l i t i e s a t w o r k p l a c e s 
so t h a t e m p l o y e r s c a n n o t u s e one 
s e c t i o n o f t h e l a b o u r f o r c e t o 
d i s a d v a n t a g e a n o t h e r . A m i x e d 
l a b o u r f o r c e w i l l p r e v e n t t h e u s e 
o f ' f e m a l e ' w a g e s t o d e p r e s S j t h e 
w a g e s o f n e w c o m e r s i n i n d u s t r y 
w h i l e a s s u r i n g p r o m o t e d women o f 
w a g e s e q u a l t o t h o s e o f t h e i r ma^le 
c o u n t e r p a r t s . M i x e d l a b o u r f o r c e s 
c a n be m a i n t a i n e d i f m a l e s a n d 
f e m a l e s c o - o p e r a t e t o p r e v e n t t h e 
r e p l a c e m e n t o f m a l e w i t h c h e a p e r 
f e m a l e l a b o u r . A t t h e same t i m e 
m a l e w o r k e r s n e e d t o c o - o p e r a t e 
w i t h t h e i r f e m a l e c o u n t e r p a r t s 
t o e n s u r e t h a t women a t e n o t 
d i s c r i m i n a t e d a g a i n s t i n h i r i n g , 
p r o m o t i o n a n d f i r i n g w i t h i n 
v a r i o u s e n t e r p r i s e s . 

A n o t h e r i s s u e t h a t n e e d s m e n t i o n 
i s c h i l d l a b o u r . ^ T h e new l e g i s l a ­
t i o n s t a t e s t h a t no c o n t r a c t o f 
e m p l o y m e n t i s e n f o r c e a b l e a g a i n s t 
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a n y b o d y u n d e r t h e a g e o f s i x t e e n . 
H o w e v e r , t h e j u v e n i l e m a y e n f o r c e 
a n y r i g h t s t h a t h a v e a c c r u e d t o ; 
h i m / h e r u n d e r s u c h c o n t r a c t p r o ­
v i d e d t h a t a c o n t r a c t o f a p p r e n t i c e ­
s h i p w a s e n t e r e d i n t o a n d r e g i s t e r ­
e d u n d e r t h e l a w g o v e r n i n g a p p r e n t ­
i c e s h i p . U n d e r t h e s e c o n d i t i o n s , 
t h e c o n t r a t c a n b e e n f o r c e d a g a i n s t 
t h e a p p r e n t i c e e v e n i f h e / s h e i s a 
j u v e n i l e . 

I n t h e a g r i c u l t u r a l s e c t o r , j u v e n ­
i l e w a g e l a b o u r i s u s e d w i t h o u t a n y 
c o n t r a c t s . T h e l e g i s l a t i o n w i l l 
n o t c h a n g e t h i s m u c h b e c a u s e t h e r e 
i s a m u t u a l i n t e r e s t b e t w e e n t h e 
e m p l o y e r s a n d t h e j u v e n i l e s a n d 
t h e l / r g u a r d i a n s i n i g n o r i n g t h e 
p r o v i s i o n p e r t a i n i n g t o t h e e m p l o y ­
m e n t o f j u v e n i l e s . T h i s p o i n t s t o 
t h e n e e d t o e x a m i n e t h e a g r i c u l t u ­
r a l i n d u s t r y a s a w h o l e s i n c e i t 
s e e m s t o t h r i v e b y e m p l o y i n g b o t h 
c o n t r a c t a d u l t a n d j u v e n i l e l a b o u r . 

A g a i n s t t h e i n c r e a s i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
- a b h o r r e n c e o f c h i l d l a b o u r , t h e r e 

i s s o m e c o n c e r n a m o n g l a b o u r 
s c h o l a r s a b o u t t h e b a s i s f o r t h e 
p r o f i t a b i l i t y a n d e f f i c i e n c y o f 
o u r a g r i c u l t u r a l s e c t o r . T h e l o n g -
t e r m i m p l i c a t i o n s o f h a v i n g a n 
u n e d u c a t e d a n d d i s a d v a n t a g e d a g r i ­
c u l t u r a l w a g e - e ^ a r n i n g p o p u l a t i o n 
n e e d t o b e c o n s i d e r e d . T h i s v i e w 
i s b a s e d o n t h e o b s e r v a t i o n t h a t 

f a r m w o r k e r s ' c h i l d r e n d o n o t h a v e 
s c h o o l s w i t h p r o p e r s t a n d a r d s t h a t 
a r e r e c o g n i s e d b y t h e M i n i s t r y o f 
E d u c a t i o n . M o s t o f t h e s e c h i l d r e n 
a r e t h e c o n t r a c t a n d s e a s o n a l a d u l t 
w a g e w o r k e r s o f t h e f u t u r e i n t h e 
a g r i c u l t u r a l s e c t o r . 

T h e l a b o u r l e g i s l a t i o n m a y n o t b e 
t h e i n s t r u m e n t f o r t a c k l i n g t h e 
i s s u e b u t i t i s n e c e s s a r y t o d i s c u s s 
w a g e d c h i l d l a b o u r o n t h e c o m m e r c i a l 
f a r m s b e c a u s e i t d o e s e x i s t e x t e n ­
s i v e l y . O n t h e e m p l o y e r s ' s i d e , 
t h e r e n e e d s t o b e a d i s c u s s i o n o f 
t h e t r a d e - o f f b e t w e e n e x p l o i t i n g 
j u v e n i l e l a b o u r n o w a n d t h e n e e d 
t o r e p r o d ' t i c e m o r e e d u c a t e d a n d 
s k i l l e d L a b o u r ' f o r t h e f u t u r e . 

T h e l a b o u r m o v e m e n t w i l l h a v e t o 
c o n s i d e r w h e t h e r i t s b e s t i n t e r e s t s 
a r e s e r v e d b y a n u n e d u c a t e d , e x p l o i ­
t e d a n d g e n e r a l l y u n h e a l t h y l a b o u r 
f o r c e , a s i z a b l e s e c t i o n o f w h i c h 
i s j u v e n i l e . T h e g o v e r n m e n t w i l l 
a l s o h a v e t o f a c e t h e i s s u e o f 
w h e t h e r i t s h e a l t h , e d u c a t i o n a n d 
c o m m u n i t y d e v e l o p m e n t p r o g r a m m e s 
w i l l b e i m p l e m e n t a b l e g i v e n t h e 
n u t r i t i o n a l l y a n d g e n e r a l l y s o c i a l l y 
d i s a d v a n t a g e d c o n d i t i o n o f a g r i ­
c u l t u r a l w a g e w o r k e r s . T h e p r e s e n t 
c o n d i t i o n s o f w a g e l a b o u r b o t h 
j u v e n i l e a n d a d u l t , a r e b . e i n g 
r e p r o d u c e d w h i l e t h e g o v e r n m e n t 
p o l i c i e s a i m t o e r a ' d i c a t e t h e m . 

ISSUES ON CONTRACEPTION 
by Dr Marvellous Mhloyi 

Lecturer in Demography, Department of Sociology, University of Zimbabwe 

There is an instinctive unanimous aggreement to reduce 
mortality at local, national and international levels. However, 
expertise and tact is needed whenever any agency, be it 
private or public, attempts to communicate the need to effect 
fertility, a behaviour usually viewed as intimate between 
spouses. Yet contraception for spacing is a practice deeply 
rooted in our African culture. Why then could there be a 
divergence between the individual motives and public 
policies? The following interrelated issues can partly explain 
this phenomenon. v 

1. Ineffective and/or lack of communication between the 
governments, implementing agenc ies and the actors 
regarding responsible parenthood, methods of limiting 
fertility, and ways of combating infertility. 

2. Failure to take cognizance of the socio-cultural and 
economic context within which fertility takes place. 

3. (failure to appreciate ttie fact that the individyal member 
of society articulates problems mostly at an individual level 
and within a specified locality. 

4. Parents' fear of loosing control over their fertility. 
5. Rumours surrounding modern contraceptives which may 

never be clarified due to poor communication. This problem is 
often confounded by the fact that some rumours have some 
element of truth. Are these proDiems relevant to Zimbabwe? 
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Implicit in our contraceptive prevalence of 27 percent (nradem 
mettiods) is ttie divergence of the public and ttie individual 
choice of solutions. I am therefore asserting that couples' 
perception and the consequent adoption of modern 
contraception is determined, to a very, large extent, by the 
approach adopted by agencies at the implementation phase. 
This argument is strengthened by the results of a comparitive 
study (Mhloyi, 1985) conducted in Chipinge and Masvlngo. In 
this study, male and female respondents were interviewed on 
issues regarding individual childbearing practices. 

Communication 

The Western mode of contraception was formally introduced 
into our culture in 1955 with a subsequent set-up of the Family 
Planning Association of Rhodesia in 1967. Family planning 
was generally perceived, by the public, as a viehicle for limiting 
the African population. When the Zimbabwean government 
took over the Family Planning Association, it's biggest 
challenge was to illuminate on its predecessors intent, and to 
dissociate itself from those issues which culminated in wrong 
perceptions. The view of neocolonial genocidal tendencies is 
not any less destructive than that perceived as colonial. 

A strong communication network t)etween the top officials 
and the grassroots people is necessary for an effective family 
planning programme. Communication here does not mean 
simply television, radio and/or newspaper items. While these 
modern modes of communication are theoretically efficient, 
their effectiveness is limited particularly at our level of 
development. Sessions where the implementors and the 
actors discuss these so-called sensitive issues may be more 
productive. This will enable the implementing agencies to 
establish how rampant the problems are. Local solutions to 
the problems will be sought and amplified. In these sessions 
an attempt should be made to help individuals to project their 
thinking beyond the individual family unit. I view this 
sensitization process as necessary groundwork for the 
establishment of a family planning programme. 

Spacing behavkMir and mechanisms 
Spacing is a practice deeply rooted in our Zimt>abwean culture 
for its enhancement of fertility. With modernisation and the 
consequent transformation of the socio-economic nexus 
within which fertility takes place, spacing may take different 
forms where old mechanisms may be replaced by modern 
methods, and couples may begin to articulate fertility in terms 
of numbers. 

The Chipinge/Masvingo study revealed that approximately 100 
percent of the couples know traditional methods, withdrawal 
and abstinence. Also more than 90 percent of the couples have 
practised at least one of these traditional methods as a 
spacing mechanism. Erosion of abstinence (with aip efficiency 
rate of 100 percent) is immanent though the pace is of varying 
degrees in different parts of the country. While the mean 
duration of abstinence is 9 months for the old female 
generation (women aged 40 years and above) it is only 3 
months for the young generation. However, the minimum 
reported duration of abstinence for the young generation is 1 
week and 2 ntjonths in Masvingo and Chipinge respectively. Yet 
withdrawal is not as 'efficient' as It was since the young 
generation is not as 'careful' as the old generation, eg. 
avoiding sex whenever the husband is drunk. Are modern 
contraceptives therefore replacing these traditional 
practices? 

Of the 120 respondents interviewed slightly less th^n 10 
percent reported current contraception. This percentage is 
much lower than the 27 percent reported by the Child Spacing 
Centre. Perhaps the areas covered in this reported study are 
outliers. While approximately 95 percent of the couples know 
at least one modern method of contraception — thanks to the 
ChiM Spacing Centre for successfully communicating that 
fertility is within the calculus of the individual couple — most 
couples do not use modern contraceptives because ttiey are 
afraid of the side'^affects namely: Infertility, giving birth to 

deformed infants, delayed pregnancy, ̂ contlnous bleeding, 
loss or gain of weight, falling hair, and skin blemishes. This list 
is by no means exhaustive. These reported side affects are not 
as mystical as those reported in other countries. Indeed, some 
of these illnesses may not be related to contraception but are 
viewed as such because of a poor referral system hence self 
diagnosis by the clients. Some of these rumours may be 
reduced just at the Inception of the programme if the clients 
get education on the^ide affects of each method. On the other 
hand, absence of a strong back-up referral system has a 
number of adverse implications among them are: 

1. That the lm|>lementing agency does not care about the 
well being of the clients but is only interested in achieving its 
goals, now likely to be viewed as genocidal. 

2. That an individual has to use contraceptives at his or her 
own risk which is a tough decision to make. 
This negative perception of the change agents' intent leads to 
the outcry 'genocide' by the supposed benefactors of the well 
intended programme. 

inraminy 

Couples would like total control of their fertility. The relative 
importance of sterility In shaping attitudes towards, and 
acceptance of contraception became apparent in one district 
in Masvingo where a substantial number of women reported 
having few children because of secondary sterility. A loaded 
question was passed in two of the group sessions and a few^ 
individual cases: 

"Why is it that the government wants to intervene when it 
means limiting our fertility and ignores us when we have 
infertility problems?" 

While it is more difficult to provide services to diagnose and 
treat infertility problems, setting up a referral system i n the 
cetral hospitals, and communicating to the couples of its 
availability is not as difficult since such a system is already in 
existence. Since our society is highly pronatalistic, couples 
seek treatment for infertility from as many traditional doctors 
as possible. And I must argue that helping one sterile female 
who might have exhausted all traditional doctors to have one 
such desired child could win more confidence in a given 
locality than myriads of posters and pamphlets. 

Acceptability 
Some couples, especial ly males, perceive modern 
contraception as a practice by prostitutes since married 
couples can achieve their spacing using traditional mettiods. 
To some, women are there to reproduce as many chlMren as 
possible to extend the familial line. This hard-core 
pronatalistic group is not supportive of modern contraception 
partly because of their limited knowledge and/or fear of 
loosing their fertility. Asked what they could do if they fqund 
their wives contracepting, the men resporKled: 

"if my wife is contracepting without my knowledge it means 
that she must be having extramarital sex, she oan only do 
that at tier home" (young man, Chipinge). 

"If I buy a cow, I expect milk from it. If It kicks me when I try 
to milk it, the logical thing is to sell it" (old man, Masvingo). 

Yet there are other men who feel the ecorwmic pinch of tiaving 
too many children, with limited resources available to enable 
children to acquire education, which is the only perc^ved 
means of intergenerational status transfer. This gromt i$ more 
keen to space and readily accept modern contraception as a 
more efficient means for spacing and possib^ fertility 
limitation. The point here is that acceptance of modem 
contraception is not simply a matter of availability of the 
means, but also the motivation to adopt such means to 
achieve a specified articulated goal. And yet motivating 
couples Is the most challenging and essential aspect of the 
implementation of a famijy planning programme. It is 
important to note that in some parts of Europe fertility 
declined to very low levels wt̂ ile approximately two-thinSs of. 
the population was using traditional methods, an Indication of 
the relative importance of motivatk>n. 



l i ! c o n t r a c e p t i o n ^ c o n t j 

' " C o n c l u s i o n 

c, ,5 jlrrdeed, our contraceptive prevalence Is the highest in Spb-
Jt , Saharan Africa which is quite impressive. However, this level 

must be viewed just as a take-off point and an indication of the 
magnitude of the task ahead. Yet a more effective 

, 3 - , communication network, a strong referral system and a mbre 
,j,Jserious effort towards the reduction of Infertility may reduce 
" resistence to, the new techniques for spacing and/or fertility 

a^s Jipiitation. 

BIRTH 
DEATH 

•'-•''bver h a l f a m i l l i o n w o m e n d i e i n 
c h i l d b i r t h e v e r y , y e a r i n A f r i c a 

; n a a n d A s i a . A n d t h e w o r l d s t o t a l i s 
' f t ' p r p b a b l y v e r y m u c h h i g h e r . I n 

L a t i n A m e r i c a , f o r i n s t a n c e , t h r e e 
o u t o f e v e r y t h o u s a n d m o t h e r s i n 

• E c u a d o r a n d u p t o 2 0 o u t , o f e v e r y 
' t h o u s a n d , i n H o n d u r a s d i e b e f o r e 

^ ' : , f : h e y c a n l o o k i n t o t h e i r new b a b y ' s 
.:,-v;rjf-'ace o r h o l d i t i n t h e i r a r m s ' . 

• ' - ' • f h o u g h t h o u s a n d s d i e , m a n y m i l l i -
• o n s s u r v i v e a n d h a v e t o l i v e o n 

W i t h s c a r s o f a d i f f i c u l t p r e g n a ­
n c y : d i s p l a c e d o r w e a k w o m b s , 
c y c l e s o f d e b i l i t a t i n g i n f e c t i o n , 

«:^xhaustion, i n c o n t i n e n c e a n d 
' i s l e e d m g . A n e s t i m a t e d 2 5 m i l l i o n 

WQTnen- a y e a r a r e s e r i o u s l y i l l 
' a , f t e r h a v i n g t h e i r b a b i e s . 

- - i ' h e d a n g e r s a r e i n c r e a s e d b y t h e 
" w e f a k s t a t e m a n y w o m e n ' s b o d i e s a r e 

m b y t h e t i m e t h e y f e e l t h e f i r s t 
/ " ^ p a m s o f l a b o u r , t h i n f r o m l a c k o f 

f o o d , e x h a u s t e d f r o m w o r k a n d t h e 
_ , d f ; n a n d s o f p r e v i o u s ' p r e g n a n c i e s . 

T w , , 9 - t h i r d s o f w o m e n i n A s i a , h a l f 
A f r i c a n w o m e n a n d a s i x t h o f 

a;.jcW4>men i n L a t i n A m e r i c a a r e a n a e m i c , 
t. p r o p o r t i o n s w h i c h i n c r e a s e m a r k e d -
' ' l y w h e n t h e y a r e p r e g n a n t , w h e n 
y . ' ^ t t w o ' o u t o f e v e r y t h r e e w o m e n i n 
' I ' ^ j - t ^ e . p o o r w o r l d h a v e t h e h a e m o g l o -
r , t i , b a n - s t a r v e d b l o o d o f a n a e m i a . 

v : ; T ? i e s e w o m e n # r e s u f f e r i n g f r o m 
"J. , , ' ^ n l i t r i t i 6 n a l a n a e m i a ' , c a u s e d 
^ j j j . } ^ 4 i a p i y b y l a c ^ o f t h e r i g h t k i n d 

jg>f - f o o d . tn I n d i a , f o r i n s t a n c e , 
1 «*teOfegh r i c h w o m e n e a t a r o u n d 

16 

2 5 0 0 c a l o r i c s a d a y a n d p u t o n 
a n a v e r a g e o f 1 2 , 5 k i l o g r a m m e s o f 
w e i g h t d u r i n g t h e i r p r e g n a n c i e s . , 
p o o r w o m e n e a t a r o u n d 1 4 0 0 
c a l o r i e s a d a y a n d g a i n o n l y 1 , 5 
k i l o g r a m m e s d u r i n g t h o s e c r u c i a l 
n i n e m o n t h s . L i t t l e w o n d e r , t h e n , 
t h a t s u c h w o m e n b e a r t i n y , u n d e r ­
w e i g h t b a b i e s . O n e - s i x t h o f a l l 
b a b i e s w e i g h u n d e r 2 , 5 0 0 g r a m m e s 
w h e n t h e y a r e b o r n a n d 9 5 p e r 
c e n t o f t h e s e t a k e t h e i r f i r s t 
u n c e r t a i n b r e a t h s i n t h e p o o r 
w o r l d , w h e r e t h e y a c c o u n t f o r 
o n e - t h i r d o f a l l i n f a n t d e a t h s . 

V U L N E R A B I L I T Y O F W O M E N 

I t i s n o t o n l y t h e i l l n e s s s u r ­
r o u n d i n g p r e g n a n c y t h a t a f f e c t 
w o m e n , h o w e v e r . . A t l e a t o n e 
p e r s o n i n t h r e e h a r b o u r s s o m e 
s p e c i e s o f p a r a s i t i c w o r m ; o n e i n 
2 0 h a s b i l h a r z i a ; a n d m a l a r i a , 
o n c e t h o u g h t t o b e . o n t h e d e c l i n e , 
h a s m a d e a m a s s i v e c o m q b a c k t o 
g r i p o n e p e r s o n i n s i x i n i t s 
f e v e r s . 

T h e r e i s n o w m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n 
a v a i l a b l e o n t h e h e a l t h o f w o m e n 
t h a n e v e r b e f o r e . I n f a c t , W H O 
r e p o r t s t h a t t h e i r c o m m i t m e n t t o 
t h e a i m s o f t h e D e c a d e f o r W o m e n 
h a s l e d s o m e g o v e r n m e n t s t o s t a r t 
s p o n s o r i n g r e s e a r c h a n d g a t h e r i n g -
s t a t i s t i c s t o d i s c o v e r m o r e a b o u t 
w o m e n ' s p a r t i c u l a r v u l n e r a b i l i t y 
t o c e r t a i n d i s e a s e s . O v e r a 
q u a r t e r o f t h e , 7 6 c o u n t r i e s r e p o r t -

' i n g t o W H O n o w m o n i t o r a l l h e a l t h 
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s t a t i s t i c s o f m e n a n d w o m e n s e p a r ­
a t e l y , a n d 5 4 p e r c e n t c o l l e c t 
m o r t a l i t y a n d n u t r i t i o n f i g u r e s 
s e p a r a t e l y . 

A n d t h e e v i d e n c e i n d i c a t e s t h a t 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n a g a i n s t w o m e n 
b e g i n s a s s o o n a s t h e y a r e b o r n . 
A B a n g l a d e s h s u r v e y f o u n d m o r e 
• g i r l s t h a n b o y s u n d e r f i v e y e a r s 
o l d w e r e m a l n o u r i s h e d b e c a u s e 
t h e y w e r e a l l o c a t e d s m a l l e r p o r t ­
i o n s o f f o o d , a n d t h a t i n f a n t 
g i r l s w e r e 2 1 p e r c e n t m o r e l i k e l y 
t h a n b o y s t o d i e i n t h e i r f i r s t 
y e a r o f l i f e . I n N e p a l t h e • 
p i c t u r e i s s i m i l a r , w i t h m o r e 
m a l n o u r i s h e d g i r l s t h a n b o y s u n d e r 
f i v e y e a r s o l d w i t h w o m e n 5 0 p e r 
c e n t m o r e l i k e l y t h a n m e n t o g o 
b l i n d a s a r e s u l t o f c h r o n i c l a c k 
o f f o o d . O t h e r r e s e a r c h s h o w s 
t h a t , i n s o m e c o u n t r i e s , w h e n 
g i r l s f a l l i l l t h e y a r e l e s s 
l i k e l y t o b e t a k e n t o h e a l t h 
c e n t r e s t h a n b o y s . 

T h e D e c a d e f o r W o m e n s a w t h e 
l a u n c h i n g o f w h a t W H O c a l l s ' t h e 
m o s t o p t i m i s t i c s t a t e m e n t o f . 
p u r p o s e e v e r m a d e b y t h e w o r l d 
c o m m u n i t y ' . I n S e p t e m b e r 1 9 7 8 , 
1 3 4 n a t i o n s m e t a t A l m a A t a i n 
t h e U S S R a n d p l e d g e d t h e i r s u p p o r t 
f o r a w o r l d - w i d e e f f o r t t o , b r i n g . ' 
h e a l t h f o r a l l b y t h e y e a r 2 0 0 0 ' . 
P r i m a r y H e a l t h C a r e w a s t o b e t h e 
k e y t o t h e s u c c e s s o f t h i s e f f o r t . 
T h e p r i n c i p l e s w e r e s i m p l e e n o u g h . 
I f 8 0 p e r c e n t o f a l l i l l n e s s i n 
t h e w o r l d i s c a u s e d b y t h e l a c k 
o f c l e a n d r i n k i n g w a t e r a n d s a n i ­
t a t i o n , t h e n i m p r o v i n g w a t e r a n d 
s a n i t a t i o n w o u l d h a v e t o b e c o m e a 
p r i o r i t y . W i t h m a l n u t r i t i o n a f f e c t ­
i n g o n e i n f o u r p e o p l e a n d m a k i n g 
t h e m m o r e v u l n e r a b l e t o d i s e a s e , 
b a s i c n u t r i t i o n w o u l d a l s o h a v e 

t o b e p a r t o f t h e p a c k a g e . 

S u d d e n l y t h e e y e s o f h e a l t h p l a n ­
n e r s h a v e b e g u n t o t u r n t o w a r d s 
w o m e n : a s c o o k s a n d f f e e d e r s o f 
c h i l d r e n : a s f e t c h e r s o f w a t e r a n d 
f i r e w o o d ; a s c u s t o d i a n s o f c l e a n ­
l i n e s s a n d h y g i e n e ; a s t e a c h e r s o f 
h e a l t h y h a b i t s ; a s p e o p l e w h o b e a r 
b a b i e s , w h o b r e a s t - f e e d a n d w e a n 
t h e m ; w h o c a r e f o r t h e s i c k , t h e 
d i s a b l e d a n d t h e o l d - i n o t h e r 
w o r d s a s a v i t a l r e s o u r c e o n w h o m 
t h e w o r l d ' s h e a l t h d e p e n d s a n d 

w h o s e o w n h e a l t h , : t h e r e ' f o r e , n e e d s 
p r e s e r v i n g , a b o v e a l l . 

F o r t y - e i g h - t o u t o f 7 0 c o u n t r i e s 
r e p o r t i n g t o W H O i n 1 9 8 3 h a v e n o w 
f o r m u l a t e d a n a t i o n a l p r i m a r y 
h e a l t h c a r e p o l i c y a n d a f u r t h e r 
e i g h t a r e p u t t i n g t h e i r e m p h a s i s 
o n r u r a l ' a r e a s . 

M A T E R N A L A N D C H I L D H E A L T H 
A m a j o r a d v a n c e f o r w o m e n , a r i s i n g 
f r o m t h e n e w e m p h a s i s o n p r i m a r y 
h e a l t h c a r e i n m a n y c o u n t r i e s , i s 
t h e i n c r e a s i n g a t t e n t i o n p a i d t o 
p r o v i d i n g b e t t e r c a r e f o r p r e g n a n t 
m o t h e r s a n d ^ t h e i r b a b i e s . M a t j r n a l 
a n d c h i l d h e a l t h ( M C H ) . i n v o l v e s 
p r e - n a t a l c h e c k - u p s , i m m u n i s a t i o n 
a n d a d v i c e - o n ' c h i l d - c a r e , b r e a s t s 
f e e d i n g a n d w e a n i n g f o o d s . F o r t y -
t w o g o v e r n m e n t s r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e y 
h a v e e x p a n d e d t h e i r M C H a c t i v i t i e s 
d u r i n g t h e D e c a d e , w i t h S e n e g a l 
a c t u a l l y r e s t r u c " t . u r i h g i t s , jen±ire 
• M i n i s t r y o f H e a l t h t o i n c o r p o r a t e 
t h i s n e w c o m m i t m e n t . 

. P r o p o n e n t s o f M C H i n t h e U S h a v e 
e s t i m a t e d t h a t - 2 , 7 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s 
s p e n t o n p r e - n a t a l s e r v i c e s w o u l d 
s a v e b e t w e e n t e n - a n d 1 2 m i l l i o n 
d o l l a r s c u r r e n t l y s p e n t k e e p i n g 
p r e m a t u r e , l o w b i r t h - w e i g h t b a b i e s 
a l i v e i n i n t e n s i v e c a S - e u n i t s . A n d 
w h e n - p r e - n a t a l c o n s u l t a t i o n s i n 
P o r t u g a l r o s e e i g h t f o l d - f r o m 
1 9 O O O i n 1 9 7 5 t o 1 5 Q 0 0 0 i n 1 9 8 2 
- m a t e r n a l a n d i n f a n t , m o r t a l i t y 
r a t e s p l u m m e t e d b y 1 2 , 9 a n d 1 2 p e r 
t h o u s a n d r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

W A T E R A N D S A N I T A T I O N 
T h e D e c a d e f o r W b m e n s a w t h e l a u n c h 
o f a n o t h e r m a j o r w o r l d - w i d e i n i t i a ­
t i v e : t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l D r i n k i n g 
W a t e r S u p p l y a n d S a n i t a t i o n D e c a d e 
i n N o v e m b e r 1 9 8 0 . ' W H O e s t i m a t e s 
t h a t , i n t h e d e v e l o p i n g w o r l d 
( e x c l u d i n g C h i n a ) , 2 5 p e r c e n t o f 
p e o p l e i n c i t i e s a n d 7 1 p e r c e n t 
o f t h o s e i n t h e c o u n t r y s i d e a r e 
w i t h o u t s a f e w a t e r t o d r i n k a n d 
4 7 p e r c e n t o f . t o w n - d w e l 1 e r s a n d 
8 7 p e r c e n t o f t h e p e o p l e i n r u r a l 
a r e a s h a v e n o a d e q u a t e s a n i t a t i o n . 

T h e c o n s e q u e n c i e s o f b e i n g w i t h o u t 
_ t h e s e b a s i c a m e n i t i e s a r e i l l 

h e a l t h f o r a l l a n d g r e a t h a r d s h i p 
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BIRTH AND DEATH 
f o r women, who o f t e n have to walk 
long d i s t a n c e s to f e t c h w a t e r . A 
p e r s o n needs around f i v e l i t r e s of 
water a day f o r c o o k i n g and d r i n k ­
i n g , and a f u r t h e r 25 t o 45 l i t r e s 
to s t a y c l e a n and h e a l t h y . But 
the most a woman can c a r r y i n 
comfort i s 15 l i t r e s . Even i f she 
l i v e s near a s t a n d p i p e , t h a t means 
about 15 j o u r n e y s a day w i t h a f u l l 
b u c k e t . S m a l l wonder t h a t an 
e s t i m a t e d e i g h t m i l l i o n c h i l d r e n 
d i e each y e a r of d i s e a s e s t h a t 
might have been p r e v e n t e d by s u f f i ­
c i e n t c l e a n w a ter from a nearby tap, 

Now 26 c o u n t r i e s a r e making a 
s p e c i a l e f f o r t to look i n t o women's 
p a r t i c u l a r needs i n t h e i r a t t e m p t s 
to meet the t a r g e t s of t h e Water 
Decade. 

K N O W Y O U R R I G H T S 

MATERNITY LEAVE UNDE« THE NEW LAW 

1. A female employee who i s p r e g ­
nant and b r i n g s to her employer a 
c e r t i f i c a t e from h e r d o c t o r or 
S t a t e R e g i s t e r e d Nurse showing 
t h a t her c h i l d might be born i n 
the next 45 days i s e n t i t l e d to an 
aggregate ( t o t a l ) of 90 days mat­
e r n i t y l e a v e s t a r t i n g from a date 
of her own c h o i c e . 
2 . I f the female employee a g r e e s 
t h a t b e f o r e going on m a t e r n i t y 
l e a v e she w i l l g i v e up her l e a v e 
or v a c a t i o n days which she was 
e n t i t l e d to i n the p r e v i o u s 6 
months, she. must r e c e i v e not l e s s 
than 75% (%) of her normal pay 
p l u s a l l her normal b e n e f i t s from 
her employer and t h i s i s to be p a i d 
i n the u s u a l way and i n the u s u a l 
i n t e r v a l s . 
3. I f the employee was not e n t i ­
t l e d to any l e a v e as above, or i f 
she was e n t i t l e d but does not want 
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or i s u n a b l e t o t a k e s u c h l e a v e , 
she must be p a i d not l e s s than,60% 
of h e r normal pay and b e n e f i t s by 
t h e employer, • 
4. Once you have t a k e n your mater­
n i t y l e a v e w i t h t h e b e n e f i t s a s 
above, you must resume your work 
when the time i s up. I f you f a i l 
t o go back to your normal work and 
w i t h t h e same c o n d i t i o n s as when 
you took your l e a v e ( e x c e p t i f you 
d i e or you a r e f i r e d from your 
work) f o r a . p e r i o d a t l e a s t as long 
as t h e time you were on m a t e r n i t y 
l e a v e , you w i l l have t o pay back 
a l l t h e wages and b e n e f i t s you 
r e c e i v e d from your employer d u r i n g 
your m a t e r n i t y l e a v e . -
5. You c a n n o t t a k e m a t e r n i t y 
l e a v e more t h a n once w i t h i n 2 y e a r s 
You c a n n o t t a k e m a t e r n i t y l e a v e 
more than t h r e e t i m e s w h i l e working 
f o r the same employer. 
6. You a r e e n t i t l e d t o a t o t a l of 
90 days l e a v e (45 days b e f o r e and 
45"days a f t e r t h e b i r t h of your 
c h i l d ) . I f your c h i l d i s born ' 
a f t e r 45 days from the day you 
s t a r t e d l e a v e - say a f t e r t h e 48 
days - your t o t a l l e a v e can be 
extended by t h e same number of 
days - i . e . i n c a s e of 48 d a y s, by 
3̂  d a y s , t o a t o t a l of 9_3 d a y s . But 
you w i l l not be p a i d f o r the e x t r a 
3 d a y s . 
7. I f d u r i n g the b i r t h of your 
c h i l d t h e r e were some c o m p l i c a ­
t i o n s and your d o c t o r or S t a t e 
R e g i s t e r e d Nurse g i v e s a c e r t i f i ­
c a t e to say t h a t you need e x t r a 
days to r e c o v e r , your l e a v e can 
be extended beyond 90 days by the 
number of days s p e c i f i e d by your 
d o c t o r or S.R.N. But you w i l l 
not be p a i d f o r t h o s e e x t r a d a y s . 
8. While you a r e on m a t e r n i t y 
l e a v e , t h e law p r o t e c t s your r i g h t s 
t o your normal b e n e f i t s and what 
you a r e u s u a l l y e n t i t l e d to a t 
work, your r i g h t s to s e n i o r i t y or 
advancement, promotion, your 
p e n s i o n r i g h t s e t c . j u s t as i f 
you had not gone on l e a v e . 
9; Once back to work, you a r e 
e n t i t l e d to a t l e a s t one hour or 
two h a l f h o u r - p e r i o d s d u r i n g ^ 
working hours t o i ^ u r s e / f e e d youj:': 
baby. I f i t i s c o n v e n i e n t f o r 
you, you can combine t h e s e p e r i o d s 
w i t h your t e a b r e a k s and or l u n c h 
b r e a k s to make l o n g e r tlnie f o r 
your s e 1 f , 
lO. I f your employer does not 



The J o u r n a l on S o c i a l C h a n g e and D e v e l o p m e n t i n v i t e s r e a d e r s 
t o s u b m i t c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o t h e o n g o i n g d e b a t e ori t h e S o u t h 
A f r i c a n R e v o l u t i o n , a b o u t t h e r o l e o f d i f f e r e n t s o c i a l g r o u p s 
and c l a s s e s i n t h e s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t n a t i o n a l o p p r e s s i o n a n d 
' c o l o n i a l i s m o f a s p e c i a l t y p e ' , and t h e p r o b l e m s a n d 
p e r s p t , c t i v e a o f t h e Road t o S o c i a l i s m i n S o u t h A f r i t a . 

RETHINKING THE HISTORY OF THE 
SOUTH AFRICAN COMMUNIST PARTY 

by M o e l e t s i Mbeki 

" B e f o r e t h e p a s s i n g o f t h e ( S u p p ­
r e s s i o n o f Communism) A c t , C o n g r ­
e s s , ( i . e . ANC) and t h e Communist 
P a r t y , t h o u g h t h e y had s e v e r a l 
m e e t i n g - p o i n t s ; had b e e n f u n d a ­
m e n t a l l y o u t o f s y m p a t h y . The 
C o m m u n i s t s d e n o u n c e d C o n g r e s s a s 
' b o u r g e o i s r e f o r m i s t ' , w h i l e 
C o n g r e s s r e g a r d e d t h e C o m m u n i s t 
P a r t y a s a f o r e i g n r a c k e t l e d by 
n o n - A f r i c a n s . The (ANC) Y o u t h 
L e a g u e was p r e d o m i n a n t l y a n t i -
Communist, and some o f i t s members 
had e v e n p u t f o r w a r d a_ r e s o l u t i o n 
t h a t a l l C c m m u n i s t s s h o u l d be 

g r a n t you a l l t h e a b o v e r i g h t s , 
h e / s h e i s g u i l t y o f an " u n f a i r 
l a b o u r p r a c t i c e " and i s b r e a k i n g , 
t h e l a w . I f you a g r e e w i t h y o u r 
e m p l o y e r f o r b e t t e r c o n d i t i o n s 
t h a n t h e s e , so much t h e b e t t e r , 
b u t i f h e / s h e r e f u s e s t o g r a n t 
y o u r r i g h t s , . f i g h t f o r them by 
s e e i n g y o u r l o c a l t r a d e u n i o n 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , y o u r ' w o r k e r s ' 
c o m m i t t e e o r y o u r l o c a l l a b o u r 
r e l a t i o n s o f f i c e r . 

e x p e l l e d f r o m C o n g r e s s . B u t t h e 
( S u p p r e s s i o n o f Communism) A c t o f 
1 9 5 0 was s o p a l p a b l y a t h r e a t t o 
A f r i c a n l i b e r t i e s t h a t t h e Y o u t h 
L e a g u e r s d e c i d e d , i n t h e f a c e o f 
some C o n g r e s s o p p o s i t i o n , t o 
c o l l a b o r a t e w i t h t h e C o m m u n i s t s 
i n p r o t e s t i n g a g a i n s t i t . " 
A n t h o n y Sampson; The T r e a s o n Cage: 
T h e O p p o s i t i o n o f T r i a l i n S o u t h 
A f r i c a ; ( L o n d o n , .1958) p. 84. 

To u n d e r s t a n d t h e h i s t o r y ' > a n d 
p o l i t i c s o f a p a r t y o r movement 
i t i s n o t s u f f i c i e n t m e r e l y t o 
r e a d s t a t e m e n t s and d e c l a r a t i o ' n s 
o f i n t e n t by i t s s p o k e s m a n and 
t h e n l a y b a c k s a t i s f i e d - t h a t one 
i s a l e a r n e d man. To g a i n a d e e p ­
e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e . p o l i t i c s 
and h i s t o r y o f a p a r t y , i t i s more 
i m p o r t a n t t o e x a m i n e and a n a l y s e 
t h e ACTIONS Of t h e p a r t y o r move­
ment i n q u e s t i o n -- a f t e r a l l we 
a l l know a b o u t l e a d e r s w h o " p r e a c h 
s o c i a l i s m by d a y w h i l e p r a c t i s i n g 
c a p i t a l i s m by n i g h t 

K a v a n a g h ' s l e t t e r i n • t h e H e r a l d 
( 2 8 - 1 1 - 8 5 ) was a r e s p o n s e t o my 
a r t i c l e a l s o i n The H e r a l d 
( 2 1 - 1 1 - 8 5 ) h e a d e d : W o r k i n g c l a s s 
l e a d e r s h i p i n SA s t r u g g l e : d e b a t e 
r e o p e n e d . . I t h i n k K a v a n a g h i g n o ­
r e d t h e m a i n p a r t o f my a r t i c l e , 
b e s i d e i n s i n u a t i n q t h a t A l e c 
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E r w i n , n a t i o n a l e d u c a t i o n o f f i c e r , 
of the F e d e r a t i o n of South A f r i c a n 
Trade, Unions, F o s a t u , i s an a f f l u ­
ent w h i t e academic who i s a f r a i d 
of the n a t i o n a l i s a t i o n of the 
o p p r e s s e d . 

My a r t i c l e was e s s e n t i a l l y aimed 
at' b r i n g i n g to Zimbabwearis the 
debate now t a k i n g p l a c e w i t h i n 
the growing l a b o u r movement i n 
South A f r i c a . I n s t e a d of e x p r e s s ­
i n g h i s v i e w s on the debate 
Kavanagh c o n c e n t r a t e d on the l a s t 
t h i r d of my a r t i c l e where I had 
t r i e d to s i t u a t e i n i t s h i s t o r i c 
c o n t e x t the debate on whether the 
working c l a s s s h o u l d l e a d the 
s t r u g g l e i n South A f r i c a and i f 
i t does not, what k i n d of a l l i a n c e s 
i t s h o u l d f o r g e w i t h the b l a c k 
b o u r g e o i s i e , p e t t y b o u r g e o i s i e 
and p e a s a n t s . Kavanagh's main 
co n c e r n , on t h e o t h e r hand, was 
to defend the SACP c l a i m i n g , t h a t ; 
t h e r e had been no change i n i t s 
outlook and p r a c t i c e s b e f o r e i t 
was banned i n 1950 and s i n c e 1962 
when it=>issued a new'programme: 
The Road to South A f r i c a n Freedom: 
which remains the SACP's p r o g r a ­
mme today. 
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I n t h e background p a r t of my 
a r t i c l e , I had w r i t t e n t h a t from 
the 1920s up u n t i l i t was banned 
i n 1950, t h e SACP had "argued 
t h a t t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s s h o u l d l e a d 
the s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t m i n o r i t y 
r u l e and t h a t t h a t way c a p i t a l i s m 
would t h e r e f o r e be a b o l i s h e d w i t h 
the o v e r t h r o w of m i n o r i t y r u l e . " 
I had gone f u r t h e r to say t h a t 
s i n c e g.962 the SACP had " s h e l v e d 
t h e i s s u e of s o c i a l i s m and i n s t e a d 
d e c l a r e d t h e SACP's s u p p o r t f o r 
the ANC." Kavanagh took i s s u e 
w i t h my v i e w t h a t the SACP has 

" s h e l v e d " s o c i a l i s m a f t e r 1962. 
He w r o t e : "T,he f a c t s a r e t h a t as 
f a r back as 1928 the S i x t h Congr­
e s s of t h e Communist I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
h e l d i n Moscow c a l l e d f o r ' a n 
i n d e p e n d e n t n a t i v e South A f r i c a n 
R e p u b l i c a s a s t a g e towards a wor­
k e r s ' and p e a s a n t s ' r e p u b l i c w i t h 
f u l l e q u a l r i g h t s f o r a l l r a c e s , 
b l a c k , c o l o u r e d and w h i t e . ' South 
A f r i c a n Communists have never 
d e v i a t e d from t l ^ i s b a s i c p o s i t i o n , " 
d e c l a r e d Kavanagh, a d d i n g : 
" S o c i a l i s m has not been s h e l v e d 
but the n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n s t r u ­
g g l e i s s e e n a c c o r d i n g to acknow­
le d g e d p r i n c i p l e s o-f Marxism-
L e n i n i s m as the immediate g o a l 
and as a s t a g e on the road t o 
s o c i a l i s m i n the c o n t e x t of c o l o ­
n i a l i s m of a S p e c i a l type and the 
n a t i o n a l d e m o c r a t i c r e v o l u t i o n . " 

T h i s i s c o r r e c t ; But what a r e the 
o t h e r f a c t s ? The s i m p l e f a c t i s 
t h a t from i t s f o u n d a t i o n i n J u l y 
1921 but e s p e c i a l l y a f t e r b e i n g 
prodded by the Communist I n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l i n 1^28 to "head the 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y movement of the 
b l a c k masses f o r l i b e r a t i o n ... 
(and) become- the l e a d e r of the 
n a t i o n a l a g r a r i a n r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
movement of the n a t i v e masses" 
the SACP had t r i e d -- w i t h v a r y ­
i n g d e g r e e s of s u c c e s s t o be s u r e 
-- to u n d e r s t a n d the c l a s s f o r c e s 
a t work i n South A f r i c a among both 
the b l a c k s and the w h i t e s and to 
use t h a t u n d e r s t a n d i n g to attempt 
to d e v e l o p c l a s s c o n s c i o u s n e s s 
and c l a s s o r g a n i s a t i o n s among the 
b l a c k w o r k e r s . The 1962 p r o g r a ­
mme on t h e o t h e r hand "emptied" 
the b l a c k community of a l l c l a s s 

• d i v i s i o n s and r e - c h r i s t e n e d the 
b l a c k s as o p p r e s s e d p e o p l e i n 



g e n e r a l . B y t h i s d e v i c e , o r g a n i ­
s a t i o n s o f t h e b l a c k s , a t l e a s t 
t h o s e f r i e n d l y t o t h e P a r t y , b y 
t h e s t r o k e o f a p e n t h e r e f o r e 
l o s t t h e i r c l a s s c h a r a c t e r a n d 
t h u s b e c a m e p e o p l e ' s o r g a n i s a t -

"As a national liberation 
organisation the ANC 
does not represent any 
single class, or any 
one ideology" < 

i o n s . " A s a n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n 
o r g a n i s a t i o n , " s a i d t h e 1 9 6 2 
p r o g r a m m e , " t h e A N C d o e s n o t 
r e p r e s e n t a n y s i n g l e c l a s s , o r 
a n y o n e i d e o l o g y . I t i s r e p r e s e n t ­
a t i v e o f a l l c l a s s e s a n d s t r a t a 
w h i c h m a k e u p A f r i c a n s o c i e t y " 
i n S o u t h A f r i c a . B y t h i s c h a r a c ­
t e r i s a t i o n o f t h e A N C , t h e S A C P 
a c h i e v e d m a n y t h i n g s a l l o f w h i c h 
a d d e d u p , i n m y o p i n i o n , t o ^ 
s h e l v i n g " -- o r r e m o v i n g f r o m t h e 
a g e n d a f o r a n i n d e f i n i t e p e r i o d 
-- t h e i s s u e o f c l a s s s t r u g g l e 
a n d t h e r e f o r e o f s o c i a l i s t r e v o ­
l u t i o n i n S o u t h A f r i c a . T h e a b o v e 
c h a r a c t e r i s a t i o n o f t h e A N C i g n o ­
r e d t h e f a c t t h a t S o u t h A f r i c a 
p r o b a b l y , h a d t h e l o n g e s t h i s t o r y 
o f A f r i c a n m i d d l e c l a s s o r g a n i s a ­
t i o n s i n A f r i c a g o i n g b a c k t o 
1 8 8 0 s w h e n I r a b u m b a z a B a n t u , b l a c k 
i n d e p e n d e n t c h u r c h e s , t h e v e r n a ­
c u l a r p r e s s a n d m a n y o t h e r A f r i c a n 
m i d d l e c l a s s o r g a n i s a t i o n s c a m e 
i n t o b e i n g . O t h e r b l a c k m i d d l e 
c l a s s o r g a n i s a t i o n s f o r m e d i n 
t h i s p e r i o d w e r e t h e N a t a l I n d i a n 
C o n g r e s s f o r m e d b y M a h a t m a G a n d h i 
i n t h e 1 8 9 0 s a n d t h e ( C o l o u r e d ) 
A f r i c a n P e o p l e ' s O r g a n i s a t i o n 
f o r m e d b y D r . ' A b d u l r a h m a n s o o n 
a f t e r t h e A n g l o - B o e r w a r . 

W h a t t h e n b e c a m e t h e c h a r a c t e r o f 
t h e n a t i o n a l ^ d e m o c r a t i c r e v o l u t ­
i o n ? " T h e m a i n c o n t e n t o f ( t h e 
n a t i o n a l d e m o c r a t i c ) r e v b l u t i d n 
i s t h e n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n ' o f t h e 
A f r i c a n p e o p l e , " s a i d t h e 1 9 6 2 
p r o g r a m m e . " I t s f u l f i l m e n t i s a t 
t h e s a m e t i m e i n t h e d e e p e s t i n t e r ­
e s t s o f t h e o t h e r n o n - W h i t e g r o u p s 
f o r i n a c h i e v i n g t h e i r l i b e r t y . 

t h e A f r i c a n p e o p l e w i l l a t t h e 
s a m e t i m e p u t a n e n d t o a l l f o r m s 
o f r a c i a l d i s c r i l i i n a t i o n . I t i s 
i n t h e i n t e r e s t s ( a l s o ) o f t h e 
W h i t e w o r k e r s , m i d d l e c l a s s a n d -
p r o f e s s i o n a l g r o u p s t o w h o m t h e 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f g e n u i n e d e m o c r a ­
c y a n d t h e e l i m i n a t i o n o f f a s c i s m 
a n d m o n o p o l y r u l e o f f e r s t h e , o n l y 
p r o s p e c t o f a d e c e n t a n d s t a b l e 
f u t u r e . " 

T o K a v a n a g h , t h e s o c i e t y b e i n g 
d e s c r i b e d a b o v e m a y l o o k l i k e " a 
s t a g e o n t h e r o a d t o s o c i a l i s m " , 
t o m e a n d a c c o r d i n g t o a c k n o w l e d g e d 
p r i n c i p l e s o f M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m , 
t h i s l o o k s l i k e a n o l d - f a s h i o n e d 
b o u r g e o i s d e m o c r a c y o f t h e t y p e 
f o u n d i n W e s t e r n E u r o p e , J a p a n a n d 
N o r t h A m e r i c a . B o u r g e o i s d e m o c r a ­
c y , n o d o u b t , w o u l d b e a g r e a t 
i m p r o v e m e n t o n t h e a p a r t h e i d 

• s y s t e m . I t w o u l d r e p r e s e n t a 
m a j o r r e f o r m , b u t i t w o u l d n o t 
a m o u n t t o a s o c i a l r e v o l u t i o n o r 
e v e n a n e c e s s a r y s t a g e t o s o c i a l i ­
s m . I t w o u l d b e s u c h a s t a g e o n l y 
i f b o u r g e o i s d e m o c r a c y w e r e a c h i e ­
v e d u n d e r t h e l e a d e r s h i p ' o f a 
c l a s s c o n s c i o u s w o r k i n g c l a s s b u t 
t h a t , a s I h a v e a r g u e d , ' i s n o t 
w h a t t h e 1 9 6 2 p r o g r a m m e e n v i s a g e s . 

B e f o r e i t w a s b a n n e d i n 1 9 5 0 , t h e 
C o m m u n i s t P a r t y s a w t h i n g s d i f f e r ­
e n t l y . I t s a w n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n 

. a s e s s e n t i a l l y a n o u t c o m e o f a 
c l a s s s t r u g g l e ; a c l a s s s t r u g g l e 
b y r a i s i n g p r o g r e s s i v e b o u r g e d i s i e , 
s t r u g g l i n g f o r i t s r i g h t s a g a i n s t 
f e u d a l i s m a n d e v e n f o r e i g n d o m i n a ­
t i o n i n s o m e E u r o p e a n c o u n t r i e s . 
X-n t h e R e p o r t o f t h e C e n t r a l 
C o m m i t t e e o f t h e - C o m m u n i s t P a r t y 
o f N o v e m b e r 1 9 4 9 s i g n e d b y t h e 
t h e n g e n e r a l s e c r e t a r y , M o s e s 
K o t a n e , t h e r e w a s n o a m b i g u i t y o n 

^ t h i s s c o r e a s t h e f o l l o w i n g e x t r a c t 
s h o w s ' : N " T h e ; n a t u r e o f ( t h e n a t ­
i o n a l ) s t r u g g l e h a s b e e n a n a l y s e d 
a t l e n g t h b y M a r x i s t w c i t e r s , 
e s p e c i a l l y b y S t a l i n i n t h e e s s a y s 
p u b l i s h e d u n d e r t h e t i t l e " M a r x i s m 
a n d t h e N a t i o n a l a n d C o l o n i a l 
q u e s t i o n . B r i e f l y , s t a t e d , t h i s 
a n a l y s i s l e a d s t o t h e c o n c l u s i o n 
t h a t h o w e v e r m u c h t h e n a t i o n a l 
s t r u g g l e a s s u m e s t h e c h a r a c t e r o f 
a m a s s m o v e m e n t , d r a w i n g t h e w o r k ­
i n g c l a s ' s a n d t h e p e a s a n t r y i n t o 
t h e f i g h t , i t i s e s s e n t i a l l y a 
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s t r u g g l e o f t h e c a p i t a l i s t c l a s s e s 
among t h e m s e l v e s , o n e t h a t i s 
c h i e f l y t o t h e a d v a n t a g e o f t h e 
b o u r g e o i s i e a n d u n d e r i t s l e a d e r ­
s h i p . " T h e s e , a r e t h e a c k n o w l e d g e d 
p r i n c i p l e s o f M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m I I 
The n o t i o n t h a t A f r i c a n n a t i o n a l i s t 
p a r t i e s c a n , o r a r e , p a r t i e s o f 
a l l o p p r e s s e d c l a s s e s i s w i s h f u l 
t h i n k i n g . ^ 

I t was t h i s c h a r a c t e r i s a t i o n o f 
n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n movements t h a t 
so i n c e n s e d t h e ANC Y o u t h L e a g u e 
i n t h e 1 9 4 0 s and s e t t h e two 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s a l o n g " a c o l l i s i o n 
c o u r s e " e s p e c i a l l y d u r i n g 1 9 4 9 - 5 0 . 

I n t h e e y e s o f t h e Y o u t h L e a g u e r s , 
t h e Communist P a r t y — p r o m o t i n g 
a f o r e i g n i d e o l o g y — was w o r k i n g 
t o d e v e l o p c l a s s c o n s c i o u s n e s s 
among A f r i c a n w o r k e r s . T h e e f f e c t -
o f s u c h a c o n s c i o u s n e s s w o u l d be 
t o d i s t a n c e o r a l i e n ^ a t e t h e s e 
w o r k e r s f r o m f o l l o w i n g t h e ANC 
w h i c h t h e Yout/h L e a g u e was i n 
p r o c e s s o f t r a n s f o r m i n g i n t o a 
mass movement. T h i s was w h a t 
c r e a t e d t h e t e n s i o n b e t w e e n t h e 
two o r g a n i s a t i o n . The Y o u t h L e a ­
gue was i n no d o u b t , h o w e v e r , t h a t 
t h e A f r i c a n w o r k e r s w o u l d n o t 
fol,low t h e C o m m u n i s t . 

! 

" S i n c e t h e w o r k e r s i n t h i s c o u n t r y 
a r e A f r i c a n s and s i n c e t h e s e a r e 
o p p r e s s e d p r i m a r i l y b e c a u s e t h e y 
a r e A f r i c a n s a n d o n l y s e c o n d a r i l y 
b e c a u s e t h e y a r e w o r k e r s , i t i s 
c l e a r t h a t t h e e x o t i c p l a n t o f 
Communism c a n n o t f l o u r i s h on 
A f r i c a n s o i l ' , " d e c l a r e d t h e L e a ­
g u e r s , ( S e e A f r i c a n L o d e s t a r , 
o f f i c i a l o r g a n o f ANC Y o u t h L e a g u e , 
T r a n s v a a l • P r o v i n c e , May 1 9 5 0 ) . 

A f a r more i m p o r t a n t q u e s t i o n t h a t 
K a v a n a g h , and t h o s e i n S o u t h A f r i c a 
and i n A f r i c a g e n e r a l l y , who w a n t 
to f o l l o w " a c k n o w l e d g e d p r i n c i p l e s 
of M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m " s h o u l d a s k , 
i s why t h e S o u t h A f r i c a n Communist 
P a r t y , a t one t i m e t h e m o s t d e v e l ­
oped w o r k e r s p a r t y i n A f r i c a , 
t h e o r e t i c a l l y and o r g a n i s a t i o n a l l y , 
was f o r c e d t o r e t r e a t b e h i n d a 
n a t i o n a l i s t movement. T h i s i s a 
v e r y i n v o l v e d ' q u e s t i o n t h a t h o l d s 
manv l e s s o n s f o r many w o u l d - b e 
A f r i c a n M a r x i s t s . " V e r y b r i e f l y , 
i n 1950, t h e Communist P a r t y f o u n d 
i t s e l f , p r e c i s e l y b e c a u s e o f t h e 
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g r e a t I n f l u e n c e i t had b u i l t amojig 
b l a c k w o r k e r s d u r i n g the 1940s, 
w i t h too many p o w e r f u l f o r c e s 
a r r a n g e d a g a i n i s t i t . F i r s t l y t h e r e 
was t he newly e l e c t e d Malan g o v e r r 
ment, the n e o - f a s c i s t p i o n e e r s of 
the a p a r t h e i d d o c t r i n e , who were 
s p o i l i n g f o r a f i g h t w i t h the 
P a r t y i n o r d e r to d e m o n s t r a t e t h e i r 
a n t i-communist and t h e r e f o r e pro-
Western c r e d e n t i a l s t o the c a p i t a l 
l i s t c o u n t r i e s e s p e c i a l l y B r i t a i n 
and t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . S e c o n d l y , 
the B r i t i s h Government, f a c e d w i t h 
the r a p i d d i s i n t e r g r a t i o n of the 
Empire, was p r e p a r e d t o go to any 
l e n g t h to defend B r i t a i n ' s economic 
i n t e r e s t s i n S o u t h e r n A f r i c a . The 
Gommunist P a r t y p r e s e n t e d a v e r y 
r e a l t h r e a t to t h o s e i n t e r e s t s 
b e c a u s e of i t s s u p p o r t from b l a c k 
w o r k e r s . Accord^ing t o the SACP ' s 
newspaper. The G u a r d i a n (29.12.49;, 
the then head of the B r i t i s h s e c r e t 
p o l i c e , Ml5, S i r P e r c y S i l l i t o e , 
was working j o i n t l y w i t h Malan and 
the Americans i n a " c o - o r d i n a t e d 
Empire anti-Communist campaign", 
a p p a r e n t l y , the p r i c e B r i t a i n had 
to pay t h e Americans f o r r e c e i v i n g 
n u c l e a r t e c h n o l o g y . T h i r d l y , t h e r e 
was the t e n s i o n between the SACP 
and t h e ANC i n 1945 the T r a n s ­
v a a l P r o v i n c e ANG went so f a r as 
a d o p t i n g a r e s o l u t i o n c a l l i n g f o r 
the e x p u l s i o n of CommunistsI T h i s 
r e s o l u t i o n however o v e r t u r n e d a t 
a n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e . 

T h i s l i s t i s Jay no means e x h a u s t i v e 
The p o i n t however i s t h a t t h e 
Communist P a r t y was compelled by 
f o r c e s f a r more p o w e r f u l t h a n i t ­
s e l f to r e t r e a t from the r o a d to 
s o c i a l i s m and i n s t e a d t a k e a detour 
a l o n g the road to'freedom'. The 
f a c t t h a t some pe o p l e decades l a t e r 
c a nnot see t he d i f f e r e n c e between _ 
t h e s e two r o a d s i s e v i d e n c e enough 
how f a r back Marxism has been 
thrown i n South A f r i c a s i n c e Moses 
Kotane's b r i l l i a n t a n a l y s i s of the 
n a t i o n a l q u e s t i o n i n 1949. 

H a r a r e : D e cember 1 1 , 1985. 



A G u i d e t o W o m e n ' s O r g a n i z a t i o n s 
a n d A g e n c i e s S e r v i n g W o m e n i n 
K e n y a c o m p i l e d a n d p u b l i s h e d b y 
M a z i n g i r a I n s t i t u t e , P . O . B o x 
1 4 5 5 0 N a i r o b i , K e n y a , 1 9 8 5 , 3 1 1 
p ^ g e s . 

T h i s m o s t u s e f u l g u i d e i s a r e s u l t 
o f M a z i n g i r a I n s t i t u t e ' s c o n t i n u i ­
n g i n t e r e s i ; i n t h e a r e a o f w o m e n 
i n d e v e l o p m e n t a n d w a s p r o d u c e d 
a s a c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e 1 9 8 5 U . N . 
D e c a d e f o r W o m e n C o n f e r e n c e . -

M o s t o f t h e b o o k c o n s i s t s o f o r g a n ­
i s a t i o n p r o f i l e s , g i v i n g g e n e r a l 
b a c k g r o u n d a n d w o m e n - s p e c i f i c 
i n f o r m a t i o n . T h e i n f o r m a t i o n o n 
t h e v a r i o u s o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n c l u d e s 
t h e i r a d d r e s s a n d c o n t a c t p e r s o n , 
t h e i r o b j e c t i v e s , a r e a o f a c t i v i t y , 
f u n d i n g , o r g a n i z a t i o n a l ' s t r u c j : u r e , 
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s , m e m b e r s h i p a n d 
f u t u r e p l a n s . ^ 

T h e f i r s t s e c t i o n d e a l s w i t h t h e 
K e n y a G o v e r n m e n t C o - o r d i n a t i n g 
A g e n c y f o r W o m e n , v i z . , t h e w o m e n ' s 
b u r e a u , w h i c h i s a d i v i s i o n w i t h i n 
t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f - S o c i a l S e r v i c e s 
i n t h e M i n i s t r y o f C u l t u r e a n d 
S o c i a l S e r v i c e s , a n d i t s c o - o r d i n a ­
t i n g a c t i v i t i e s w i t h o t h e r G o v e r n -
n j e n t M i n i s t r i e s a r e c a t a l o g u e d . 

T h e s e c o n d s e c t i o n c o v e r s N o n -
G o v e r n m e n t a l W o m e n ' s O r g a n i z a t i o n s , 
u n d e r t h e c a t e g o r i e s o f A p e x 
O r g a n i z a t i o n s ( w h i c h a r e n a t i o n a l 
c o - o r d i n a t i n g b o d i e s ) . S p e c i a l 
P u r p o s e O r g a n i z a t i o n s ( w h i c h i n c l u ­
d e , f o r e x a m p l e , t h e K e n y a T r a d e 
U n i o n ' W o m e n , a n d t h e Y . W . C , A . ) , 

( p r o f e s s i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n s , C o - o p ­
e r a t i v e s a n d R e l i g i , p U s O r g a n i z a ­
t i o n s . 

T h e f o l l o w i n g s e c t i o n o n A g e n c i e s 
S e r v i n g W o m e n l i s t s G o v e r n m e n t a l 
A i d A g e n c i e s , U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
A g e n c i e s , N o n - G o v e r n m e n t a l A i d 
A g e n c i e s a n d N o n - G o v e r n m e n t a l 
O r g a n i z a t i o n s i n v o l v i n g w o m e n i n 
d e v e l o p m e n t . T h i s s e c t i o n g i v e s 
a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n o n t h e t y p e • 
o f a i d o r a s s i s t a n c e p r o v i d e d t o 
w o m e n a n d t h e p r o j e c t s t h a t t h e 
v a r i o u s a g e n c i e s s u p p o r ^ t . 

T h e r e i s a l s o a b i b l i o g r a p h y o f 
w o m e n - f o c u s s e d r e s e a r c h i n K e n y a . 
F i n a l l y t h e b o o k i s v e r y i n d e x e d , 
w i t h s e p a r a t e i n d e c e s f o r a c t i v i t y , 
g e o g r a p h i c a l a r e a o f o p e r a t i o n 
w i t h i n K e n y a , a n d o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

T h e g u i d e i s v e r y c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
d o c u m e n t a t i o n o f ' W o m e n i n D e v e l o p ­
m e n t ' i n ' K e n y a , p r o v i d i n g i n v a l u a ­
b l e r e s o u r c e m a t e r i a l a n d a s s i s t a n c e 
i n c o - o r d i n a t i n g a c t i v i t i e s t o 
t h o s e w o r k i n g i n t h e f i e l d a n d t o 
t h e w o m e n o f K e n y a . A s i m i l a r 
g u i d e t o w o m e n ' s o r g a n i z a t i o n s a n d 
a g e n c i e s s e r v i n g w o m e n i n Z i m b a b w e 
w o u l d a l s o b e w e l l r e c e i v e d . 
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The a n s w e r t o t h e s e q u e s t i o n s i s 
s i m p l e and s h o r t . I n A f r i c a , t h e 
b o u r g e o i s f o r m o f d e m o c r a c y h a s 
d e m o n s t r a t e d i t s e l f t o be t h e 
n e a r e s t t h i n g t o a p o l i t i c a l o r g y . 
E l e c t i o n t i m e s t u r n o u t t o be 
o c c a s i o n s f o r mass s u f f e r i n g . The 
p e t t y - b o u r g e o i s p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s 
w h i c h i n c o n d i t i o n s o f n e o - c o l o n i -
a l i s m , e a c h a c q u i r e f i n a n c i a l 
p a t r o n s frotiK,among t h e m u l t i n a t i c n -
a l c o r p o r a t i o n s whose b e h a v i o u r 
i n t h e s e t i m e s i s i d e n t i c a , l t o 
t h a t o f t h e p u n t e r s a t a r a c e ­
h o r s e e v e n t , f i g h t ' d i r t y ' e l e c t ­
i o n s i n w h i c h t h e game a t s t a k e 
h a s no a g r e e d r u l e s . ^ T h e o r d i n a r y 
m a s s e s a r e u s e d s i m p l y a s v o t i n g 
f o d d e r . C a m p a i g n s a r e o r g a n i s e d 
t h r o u g h p a i d g a n g s o f h o o l i g a n s ; 
g a n g - w a r f a r e o f t e n e r u p t s i n w h i c h 
many w o r k i n g c l a s s , p e a s a n t a n d 
lumpen l i v e s a r e l o s t . E l e c t i o n 
t i m e s a r e o f t e n open s e a s o n s o f 
p o l i t i c a l a s s a s s i n a t i o n s w h e r e 
p o l i t i c a l o p p o n e n t s a r e p h y s i c a l l y 
l i q u i d a t e d . B a l l o t b o x e s i n some 
c a s e s a r e f i l l e d w e l l b e f o r e t h e 
a c t u a l v o t i n g commences. Aware o f 
t h i s p r e v a l e n t c h i c a n e r y and 
w i s h i n g ^ o s a t i s f y d e m o c r a t i c 
o p p o s i t i o n a t home, t h e i m p e r i a l ­
i s t s o f t e n s e n d ' o b s e r v e r s ' t o 
t h e s e n e o - c o l o n i a l e l e c t i o n s t o 
c e r t i f y them a s ' f r e e and f a i r ' 
( n o t e t h a t t h e c e r t i f i c & t e i s more 
o r l e s s a f o r m a l i t y w h i c h i s i n ­
v a r i a b l y g i v e n by t h e s e ' o b s e r v e r s ' ) 
The r e c e n t S h e h u S h a g a r i e p i s o d e 
i n N i g e r i a i s n o t an a n o m a l y b u t 
a c l e a r d e m o n s t r a t i o n o f t h e n a t u r e 
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a n d p o s s i b i l i t i e s o f b o u r g e o i s 
d e m o c r a c y u n d e r c o n d i t i o n s o f neo­
c o l o n i a l i s m . T h e s o - c a l l e d 'demo­
c r a t i c a l l y ' e l e c t e d l e a d e r s o f 
N i g e r i a t u r n e d o u t t o be p o l i t i c a l 
c r o o k s who l a r g e l y a c c o m p l i s h e d 
t h e m s e l v e s i n l o o t i n g t h e n a t i o n a l 
c o f f e r s o f t h a t c o u n t r y , s p i r i t i n g 
away l a r g e p e r s o n a l f o r t u n e s t o 

. f o r e i g n i m p e r i a l i s t b a n k s a n d 
l e a v i n g t h e N i g e r i a n m a s s e s ( s t a r ­
v i n g and i m p o v e r i s h e d ) t o f o o t t h e 
m a s s i v e n a t i o n a l ' d e b t ' i n c u r r e d 
on t h e i r b e h a l f by t h e s e ' d e m o c r a ­
t i c ' p o l i t i c a l t h i e v e s . The much 
a c c l a i m e d d e m o c r a t i c s y s t e m i n 
B o t s w a n a h a s b e e n m e a n i n g l e s s t o 
t h e B o t s w a n a w o r k e r s a n d p e a s a n t s 
a s i t s e r v e s o n l y t h e i n t e r e s t s 
o f t h e o l d t r i b a l a r i s t o c r a c y , 
w h i c h h a s m e r g e d i t s i n t e r e s t s 
w i t h t h o s e o f t h e e m e r g e n t p e t t y -
b o u r g e o i s i e b o r n , o f t h e r e c e n t 
i m p e r i a l i s t p e n e t r a t i o n o f B otswana 
w h e r e t h e m u l t i n a t i o n a l s a r e 
e n g a g e d i n a l a r g e s c a l e l o o t i n g 
o f t h a t c o u n t r y ' s r i c h m i n e r a l 
r e s o u r c e s . The m u l t i p l i c i t y o f 
p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s i n S e n e g a l m e r e l y 
e n a b l e s a s m a l l c o m p a c t c o m p r a d o r 
b o u r g e o i s i e t o k e e p a t i g h t h o l d 
on t h e management o f s t a t e a f f a , i r s 
i n t h e i r p r i m a r y i n t e r e s t a n d t h a t 
o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l c a p i t a l , p r i n c i p a l -

, l y o f F r e n c h i m p e r i a l i s m . T h e m a s s e s 
o f t h e S e n e g a l e s e p e o p l e g a i n n o t h ­
i n g e x c e p t p o v e r t y a n d a m i s e r a b l e 
m a t e r i a l e x i s t e n c e . Now, t h e q u e ­
s t i o n may be a s k e d why an a p p a r e n t l y 
open d e m o c r a c y a s t h a t w h i c h seems 
t o e x i s t i n B o t s w a n a and S e n e g a l 
a r e i n f a c t a m e r e f a c a d e m a s k i n g 
c a p i t a l i s t and i m p e r i a l i s t p o l i t i ­
c a l d o m i n a t i o n ? 

The a n s w e r l i e s i n t h e p r o p e r t y 
r e l a t i o n s t h a t e x i s t i n e v e r y 
c a p i t a l i s t s y s t e m . P o l i t i c a l power 
i s d e r i v e d f r o m s o c i a l power and 
s o c i a l p ower i s n o t h i n g b u t t h e 
o u t w a r d e x p r e s s i o n o f t h e i n f l u e n c e 
o f w e a l t h i n any s o c i e t y b a s e d upon 
t h e p r i v a t e o w n e r s h i p o f t h e means 
o f p r o d u c t i o n and s u b s i s t e n c e . T h u s , 
i n t h e s e s c j c i e t i o s ( t h e y i n c l u d e 
t h e p r e - c o i o n i a l A f r i c a n s o c i e t i e s ) 
t h e w e a l t h y u l t i m a t e l y m o n o p o l i s e 
p o l i t i c a l i n f l u e n c e , e v e n among , 
t h e o p p r e s s e d ^ w o r k i n g and w e a l t h 
p r o d u c i n g c l a s s e s . B o u r g e o i s demo­
c r a c y a l l o w s t h e r i c h t o d o m i n a t e " 
and c o n t r o l s t a t e power w i t h o u t 



e v e n t h e n e c e s s i t y o f t h e i r d i r e c t 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n ' i n p o l i t i c s . T h e 
b o u r g e o i s i e s i m p l y e m p l o y a n d r e l y 
o n t h e v a n i t y , d i s p o s a b i 1 i t y a n d 
i n s t a b i l i t y - o f t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l 
p o l i t i c i a n s . 

* T h e p o i n t i s t h a t f a r f r o m t h e 
b o u r g e o i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s y s t e m 
w e a k e n i n g " t h e p o l i t i c a l p o w e r o f , 
p r o p e r t y , i t i s , o n t h e c o n t r a r y , 
t h e p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i s a t i o n t h e 
b e s t a d a p t e d t o a s s u r e t h e d o m i n a ­
t i o n o f t h e p r o p r i e t a r y c l a s s . 
( M y e m p h a s i s . ) 

T h i s i s t h e r e a s o n w h y t h e p e o p l e 
w h o l i v e i n c a p i t a l i s t s o c i e t i e s 
o f t e n s p e a k o f t h i s t r u i s m -
' M o n e y t a l k s ' : T h i s r e a l i t y b e h i n d 
t h e p r e t e n t i o n s o f b o u r g e o i s d e m o ­
c r a c y e x p l a i n s w h y w h e r e v e r t h i s 
c h a r a d e h a s b e e n a t t e m p t e d a n d 
p r a c t i s e d i n A f r i c a , t h e p o l i t i c a l 
l e a d e r s h i p s i n v a r i a b l y b e c o m e i s o ­
l a t e d f r o m t h e m a s s e s a n d f i n d 
t h e m s e l v e s p o l i t i c a l l y a n d e c o n o m i ­
c a l l y a n s v ; a r a b l e t o a l e s s e r e x t e n t , 
t o t h e l o c a l n a t i o n a l b u s i n e s s m e n , 
a n d , t o a g r e a t e r a n d s c a n d a l o u s 
e x t e n t , t o t h e t r a n s n a t i o n a l c o r p o ­
r a t i o n s . T h e f o r u m s o f p o l i t i c a l 
d i s c u s s i o n , c o n t r o l a n d i n f l u e n c e 
b e c o m e t h e p r i v a t e d i n n e r p a r t i e s 
o r c o c k t a i l p a r t i e s s t a g e d b y 
r e s i d e n t i m p e r i a l i s t s t o w h i c h t h e 
l o c a l i n f l u e n t i a l b u r e a u c r a t s a n d 
l o c a l n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c i a n s a r e 
i n v i t e d a n d e n t e r t a i n e d o n S m i r n o f 
V o d k a a n d W h i s k y e v e r y o t h e r d a y 
o f t h e w e e k . N o w o n d e r A f r i c a n 
c o u n t r i e s a r e r u n b y t h e i r l e a d e r s 
a n d b u r e a u c r a t s o n a p e r e n n i a l 
i m p e r i a l i s t i n d u c e d h a n g o v e r . ' 
B o u r g e o i s P a r l i a m e n t s o r A s s e m p l i e s 
a r e , t h e r e f o r e , i n f a c t b y t h e i r 
d e s i g n a n d n a t u r e , m e r e f o r m a l 
r i t u a l s o f b o u r g e o i s p o l i t i c a l 
a c t i o n . 

T h e i n e v i t a b l e a l i e n a t i o n o f t h e 
m a s s e s i n b o u r g e o i s p o l i t i c a l 
s y s t e m s i n t h e A f r i c a n c o n t e x t 
r e s u l t i n d i r e c t t h r e a t s t o i n c u m ­
b e n t e x e c u t i v e o f f i c e h o l d e r s a n d 
n o r m a l l y l e a d s t o t h e O n e - P a r t y 
s t a t e o r t o m i l i t a r y d i c t a t o r s . 
T h e p o l i t i c a l a l i e n a t i o n o f t h e 
m a s s e s m a k e s i t e a s i e r a n d p o s s i b l e 
f o r a n y p o p u l i s t p o l i t i c a l h a c k t o 
u p s e t t h e n e o - c o 1 o n i a 1 p o 1 i t i c a 1 
a p p l e - c a r t . S i n c e t h e s y s t e m o f • 

g o v e r n m e n t o f n e o - c o l o n i a l i s m i s 
e s s e n t i a l l y b a s e d u p o n t h e c o r r u p t ­
i o n o f t h e A f r i c a n p o l i t i c a l 
l e a d e r s h i p b y i n t e r n a t i o n a l c a p i t a l 
i ' t h a s n e v e r b e e n d i f f i c u l t f o r 
c o u p d ' e t a t o r p u t s c h l e a d e r s t o 
s t i c k c o r r u p t i o n l a b e l s o n t h e i r 
o v e r t h r o w n p r e d e c e s s o r s . B u t s u c h 
i s t h e i n f e c t i o u s n e s s - a n d d y n a m i s m 
o f n e o - c o l o n i a l i s m t h a t n o s o o n e r 
h a v e t h e n e w r u l e r s l e g i t i m i s e 
t h e m s e l v e s i n t o p o l i t i c a l c o n t r o l 
b y c r y i n g ' c o r r u p t i o n I ' d o t h e y 
t h e m s e l v e s i n a m a t t e r o f m o n t h s 
r a t h e r t h a n . y e a r s , b e c o m e c o - o p t e d 
a n d c o r r u p t e d b y t h e s y s t e m . I t 
i s n o t s u r p r i s i n g t h a t o v e r t h e 
y e a r s , i n t e r n a t i o n a l c a p i t a l i s m 
h a s f o u n d i t n e c e s s a r y s o m e t i m e s 
t o f o r e g o a l l a t t e m p t s a t t o y i n g 
w i t h f o r m a l m u l t i - p a r t y b o u r g e o i s 
s y s t e m s ( w h i c h i n s o m e c a s e s t h e y 
f i n d i n e f f i c i e n t ) , o p t i n g f o r 
s u p p o r t i n g p e r s o n a l d i c t a t o r s h i p s 
i n t h e f o r m o f m i l i t a r y j u n t a s l i k e 
t h a t o f M o b u t u i n Z a i r e , o r O n e -
P a r t y d i c t a t o r s h i p s l i k e t h a t o f 
M o i i n K e n y a , N y e r e r e i n T a n z a n i a 
o r t h a t o f K a u n d a i n Z a m b i a , n o t 
f o r g e t t i n g t h e c r u d e p e r s o n a l 
t y r a n n y o f D r . B a n d a i n M a l a w i . 
W h e r e y o u h a v e a f e u d a l m o n a r c h i s t 
r e g i m e s u c h a s . t h ^ t i n M o r o c c o , t h e 
s i t u a t i o n i s m a d e e v e n m o r e i d e a l . 
f o r t h e o p e r a t i C T n s o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
c a p i t a l w h i c h m e r e l y h a s t o s u p p o r t 
a n e x i s t i n g f e u d a l d i c t a t o r s h i p 
w h o s e l e g i t i m a c y d e r i v e s f r o m t h e 
v i c t i m c o u n t r y ' s p a s t t r a d i t i o n s 
o f p e r s o n a l r u l e . 



F r o m t h i s e x p o s i t i o n o f t h e n a t u r e 
o f b o u r g e o i s p a r l i a m e n t a r y d e m o ­
c r a c y a n d i t s p r a c t i c e a n d p o s s i b i , 
i l i t i e s i n n e o - c o l o n i a l A f r i c a , w e 
s h o u l d b e a b l e t o c o n f r o n t t h e 
f o l l o w i n g r e a l i t i e s : 
1 . T h a t t h e d e m a n d f o r " d e m o c r a c y 

i n g e n e r a l " i s a b o u r g e o i s 
d e m a n d o f c a p i t a l i s t e l e m e n t s 
w h o n e e d i t a s ^ u s e f u l a n d 
t r i e d w e a p o n o f b o u r g e o i s p o l i ­
t i c a l d i c t a t o r s h i p . 

2 . T h a t t h e r e a s o n w h y d i s g r u n t l e d 
p e t t y - b o u r g e o i s e l e m e n t s d e m a n d 
b o u r g e o i s p a r l i a m e n t a r y d e m o c r a ­
c y i s s i m i l a r t o t h e d e m a n d 
t h a t e m e r g e n t c a p i t a l i s t s m a d e 
a g a i n s t p e r s o n a l f e u d a l d i c t a t o r ­
s h i p s i n t h e 1 7 t h , 1 8 t h a n d 1 9 t h 
c e n t u r i e s i n E u r o p e . I n t h o s e 
c a s e s , t h e a t t a i n m e n t o f b o u r g -
e o u i s d e m o c r a c y , b e s i d e d o i n g 
a w a y w i t h t h e f e t t e r s o f f e u d a l 
d i c t a t o r s h i p , a l s o , a t t h e s a m e 
t i m e , a t o n c e r e s o l v e d i n t r a -
b o u r g e o i s c o n t r a d i c t i o n s u n l e a ­
s h e d a m o n g t h e b o u r g e o i s b y t h e 
e x i s t e n c e o f a m a r k e t r e g u l a t e d 
c a p i t a l i s t e c o n o m y . W h i l e i t 
s u c c e e d e d a n d s t i l l s u r v i v e s 
t o d a y i n W e s t e r n E u r o p e , i t 
f a i l s i n p o s t - i n d e p e n d e n c e A f r i c a 
w h e r e t h e c o n d i t i o n s o f t h e d o m ­
i n a t i o n o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l m o n o ­
p o l y c a p i t a l o p e r a t e t o n e g a t e 
i t s e f f e c t i v e n e s s . T h i s d i f f e r e ­
n c e i n c o n d i t i o n s i s w h a t o u r 
A f r i c a n p e t t y - b o u r g e o i s d e m o c r a t s 
f a i l t o c o m p r e h e n d a n d t a k e 
a c c o u n t o f . 

3 . T h a t t h e d e m a n d f o r a d e m o c r a t i c 
A f r i c a c a n n o t b e m a d e o n t h e 
b a s i s o f o u r u n d e r s t a n d i n g a n d 
c o n c e p t i o n s o f t h e r i t u a l s o f 
b o u r g e o i s p a r l i a m e n t a r y d e m o c r a ­
c y a s p r a c t i s e d i n W e s t e r n E u r o p e 
a n d o t h e r i m p e r i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s . 

4-. T h a t t h e s l o g a n f o r a d e m o c r a t i c 
A f r i c a m i ^ s t b e b a s e d u p o n a n e w 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g a n d c o n c e p t o f 
' d e m o c r a c y ' t r a n s c e n d i n g a n d 
o v e r c o m i n g t h e m e a n i n g g i v e n t o 
t h a t w o r d b y t h e b o u r g e o i s i e a n d 
t h e i r h a n g e r s o n . I n o t h e r w o r d s , 
t h e d e m a n d m u s t b e o n e f o r p e o ­
p l e ' s d e m o c r a c y b a s e d u p o n s t a t e 
i n s t i t u t i o n s u n d e r w d r k e r s ' a n d 
p e a s a n t s ' p o w e r . T h e q u e s t i o n 
w h i c h t h e n r e m a i n s t o b e a n s w e r e d 
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i s : W h a t i s t h e n a t u r e a n d f o r m 
o f t h e n e w d e m o c r a c y b a s e d u p o n 
w o r k e r s ' a n d p e a s a n t s ' p o w e r a n d 
w h a t a r e t h e s p e c i f i c w a y s o f 
a c h i e v i n g i t ? 

T h i s q u e s t i o n c a n a n d h a s b e e n 
a n s w e r e d h i s t o r i c a l l y i n a p r a c t i ­
c a l w a y . ^ L e n i n a n d B o l s h e v i k s o f 
t h e R u s s i a n r e v o l u t i o n u t i l i s e d 
t h e l e s s o n s o f t h e P a r i s C o m m u n e I n 
s u c c e s s f u l l y l e a d i n g t h e f i r s t 
s o c i a l i s t r e v o l u t i o n o f O c t o b e r , 
1 9 1 7 . U n d e r t h e . e x p e r i e n c e d r e v o ­
l u t i o n a r y l e a d e r s h i p o f t h e B o l s h ­
e v i k P a r t y , w o r k i n g c l a s s p o w e r 
ba«ed u p o n t h e g o v e r n m e n t o f p e o ­
p l e ' s S o v i e t s w a s e s t a b l i s h e d i n 
R u s s i a . T h e S o v i e t m o d e l o f g o v e r n ­
m e n t , t h a t i s , t h e s y s t e m o f g o v e r n ­
m e n t l e a s e d u p o n o r g a n s o f p e o p l e ' s 
p o w e r e n j o y i n g b o t h l e g i s l a t i v e 
a n d e x e c u t i v e p o w e r c a l l e d ' S o v i e t s ' 
e n a b l e d t h e o r d i n a r y w o r k e r s a n d 
p e a s a n t m a s s e s t o t a k e a d i r e c t 
p a r t i n t h e d i r e c t i o n a n d r e s o l u t ­
i o n o f p u b l i c a f f a i r s . T h e c e n t r a l 
n a t i o n a l g o v e r n m e n t o f a s o v i e t 
s y s t e m w a s t h e n f o r m e d o n t h e 
p r i n c i p l e o f d e m o c r a t i c c e n t r c l l i s m 
s o a s t o e n s u r e t h e s e c u r i t y o f 
s o v i e t p o w e r f r o m i n t e r n a l a n d 
e x t e r n a l t h r e a t s , a s w e l l a s i n 
o r d e r t o a c h i e v e e f f i c i e n c y o f 
g o v e r n m e n t a n d e c o n o m i c o r g a n i s a ­
t i o n t h r o u g h c e n t r a l i s e d p l a n n i n g 
o f t h e n a t i o n a l ' e c o n o m y . T h e s o v i e t 
s t a t e s y s t e m h a s b e e n a d a p t e d b y 
a l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y g o v e r n m e n t s u n d e r 
d i f f e r e n t c o n d i t i o n s a n d c i r c u m s t ­
a n c e s o f r e v o l u t i o n t o g i v e a r i c h 
( b u t e s s e n t i a l l y t h e s a m e ) ; v a r i e t y 
o f s y s t e m s o f p e o p l e ' s p o w t e r i n 
s o c i a l i s t E a s t e r n E u r o p e , i n C h i n a , 
V i e t n a m , C u b a , A n g o l a a n d M o z a m b i q u e 
I n t h e c a s e o f M o z a m b i q u e , i t c a n 
b e s a i d t h a t i t w a s t h e t h o r o u g h l y 
d e m o c r a t i c n e t w o r k o f o r g a n s o f 
p e o p l e ' s p o w e r w h i c h h a s e n a b l e d 
t h e F r e l i m o g o v e r n m e n t a n d P a r t y 
t o s u r v i v e t h e b l o o d y a n d b r u t a l 
o n s l a u g h t o f t h e c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t ­
i o n a r y o r g a n i s a t i o n , t h e M N R , w h i c h 
i s b a c k e d b y S o u t h A f r i c a a n d t h e 
i m p e r i a l i s t g o v e r n m e n t s o f t h e 
w e s t e r n w o r l d . W i t h o u t t h e s e o r g a n s 
o f p e o p l e ' s ' p o w e r i n w h i c h t h e 
w o r k e r s a n d p e a s a n t s e x p r e s s t h e 
r e a l i t y o f t h e i r p o l i t i c a l p o w e r , 
t h e F r e l i m o g o v e r n m e n t w o u l d l o n g 
h a v e f a l l e n f r o m t h e c o m b i n e d 
f o r c e s o f m a s s a l i e n a t i o n a n d M N R 
c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n . 



B e s i d e t h e a s s u m p t i o n of, r e a l p o l i ­
t i c a l power by l o c a l p o p u l a r o r g a n s , 
t h e phenomenon o f p e o p l e ' s p o w e r 
i n c o u n t r i e s a d v a n c i n g t o y ^ a r d s 
s o c i a l i s m ( e . g . V i e t n a m , - A n g o l a 
and Mozambique) and t h o s e a l r e a d y -
e n j o y i n g t h e f r u i t s o f s o c i a l i s m 
( e . g . t h e USSR, GDR, H u n g a r y , . 
B u l g a r i a and C u b a ) , t h e s e p e o p l e ' s 
d e m o c r a c i e s h a v e o t h e r u n i q u e 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s unknown t o t h e 
p a r l i a m e n t a r y t y p e o f b o u r g e o i s 
d e m o c r a c i e s . T h e r e i s , f o ^ e x a m p l e , 
t h e w i d e u s e o f t h e e l e c t i v e p r i n c ­
i p l e . As a weapon o f p o l i t i c a l 
d e l e g a t i o n , t h e e l e c t i v e p r i n c i p l e 
i s g u a r a n t e e d by t h e r i g h t o f e l e -
c i o r s t o ' r e c a l l t h e i r d e l e g a t e f o r 
f a i l u r e t o r e p r e s e n t them ot t o 
p e r f o r m h i s d u t i e s p r o p e r l y . The 
d e l e g a t e s a r e a t t h e same t i m e 
g e n u i n e p e o p l e ' s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
b e c a u s e t h e y a r e c h o s e n f r o m among 
t h e r a n k s o f t h e e l e c t o r ' s t h e m s e l ­
v e s and a r e n o t p o l i t i c a l c a r e e r ­
i s t s m a r k e t i n g t h e i r s k i l l s o f 
p o l i t i c a l m a n i p u l a t i o n . E l e c t i o n 
by d i r e c t and i n d i r e c t means i s 
a l s o t h e m e t h o d o f a p p o i n t m e n t t o 
e s s e n t i a l s f a a t e o f f i c e s . F o r 
i n s t a n c e , j u d g e s i n c l u d i n g t h o s e 
o f t h e h i g h e s t c o u r t s of s t a t e a r e 
s u b j e c t t o e l e c t i o n . 

A n o t h e r u n i q u e f e a t u r e o f d e m o c r a ­
c i e s o f t h e p e o p l e ' s p o w e r , i s t h e 
r o l e a s s i g n e d t o t h e s o c i a l o r g a n ­
i s a t i o n o f w o r k e r s and p e a s a n t s i n 
the/ management o f s o c i a l and s t a t e 
a f f a i r s . P r i n c i p a l among t h e s e i s 
t h e W o r k e r s ' T r a d e U n i o n s and t h e 
C o - o p e r a t i v e Movement o f b o t h t h e 
a g r a r i a n and o f t h e i n d u s t r i a l t y p e . 
The p r o f e s s i o n a l m a n a g e r s i n b o t h 
i n d u s t r y and a g r i c u l t u r e a r e 
a n s w e r a b l e n o t o n l y t o t h e s t a t e ' s 
e c o n o m i c p l a n , b u t more i m p o r t a n t 

\ t o t h e T r a d e U n i o n o r g a n i s a t i o n so 
a s t o s u b o r d i n a t e t h e b u r e a u c r a c y 
t o p e o p l e ' s p o w e r . ' i ^ 

How h a v e t h e f o r m s ' o f and m e t h o d s o f 
e x e r c i s i n g p e o p l e ' s power e m e r g e d ? 
T h i s i s a m o s t m i s u n d e r s t o o d .que­
s t i o n and m o s t b o u r g e o i s s p o k e s m e n 
t e n d t o r e g a r d S o v i e t s o r o t h e r 
s i m i l a r f o r m s o f p e o p l e ' s poweir a s 
e m a n a t i n g f r o m t h e i n d i v i d u a l 
s c h e m e s o f r e v o l u t i o n a r y l e a d e r s 
s u c h a s L e n i n o r C a s t r o . F o r m s o f 
p e o p l e ' s power w e r e and a r e i n t h e 
f i r s t p l a c e c r e a t e d by t h e r e v o l u ­

t i o n a r y a c t i o n o f t h e w o r k e r s i n 
a l l i a n c e w i t h t h e p e a s a n t r y i n t h e 
m i d s t a n d t h i c k o f b a t t l e w i t h t h e 
e x p l o i t i n g c l a s s e s f o r s t a t e p o w e r . 
F o r m s o f p e o p l e ' s power h a v e , t h e r e 
f o r e , b e e n an e x p r e s s i o n o f t h e 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y c r e a t i v i t y o f t h e 
m a s s e s - a s t h e i r d e f e n s i v e and o f f ­
e n s i v e i n s t i t u t i o n s t o f i g h t and 
d e f e a t t h e e x p l o i t i n g c l a s s e s . W i t h 
t:he s u c c e s s o f t h e s o c i a l i s t r e v o ­
l u t i o n s i n t h e s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s , 
t h e s e o r g a n s o f p e o p l e ' s power 
h a v e a c q u i r e d l e g a l e x p r e s s i o n and 
f u r t h e r d e v e l o p m e n t ' i n c o n d i t i o n s 
o f t h e p e a c e f u l c o n s t r u c t i o n o f 
s o c i a l i s m . I n Mozambique, f o r 
e x a m p l e , g r e a t u s e h a s b e e n made 
o f t h e e x p e r i e n c e o f i n s t i t u t i o n s 
o f p e o p l e ' s p o w e r d e v e l o p e d i n t h e 
l i b e r a t e d z o n e s b e f o r e t h e o v e r ­
t h r o w o f P o r t u g u e s e i m p e r i a l i s m . 
I n Zimbabwe, t h e i n s t i t u t i o n s o f 
p e o p l e ' s power d e v e l o p e d i n t h e 
r e a r o f 'the w a r o f n a t i o n a l l i b e r ­
a t i o n and i n t h e s e m i - 1 i b e r a t e d 
a r e a s i n s i d e Zimbabwe, w e r e n e v e r 
g i v e n a c h a n c e and w e r e w i p e d o f f 
by t h e i m p o s i t i o n o f a c o n s t i t u t i o n 
w r i t t e n by and e n f o r c e d by i m p e r i a ­
l i s t b l ackma i 1 a t t h e L a n c a s t e r 
H o u s e C o n f e r e n c e o f 1 9 7 9 . T h i s 
i m p e r i a l i s t c o n s t i t u t i o n i m p o s e s 
a s t r i c t r e g i m e o f c a p i t a l i s t 
p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y o v e r t h e c o u n t r y 
w i t h a b o u r g e o i s p a r l i a m e n t a r y 
d e m o c r a c y t o go w i t h i t . 

The f a c t t h a t i n s t i t u t i o n s o f 
p e o p l e ' s , p o w e r a r e c r e a t e d b y , t h e 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y a c t i o n s o f w o r k e r s 
and p e a s a n t s i s o f c r u c i a l i m p o r t ­
a n c e and r e l e v a n c e t o t h e A f r i c a n 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y s t r u g g l e . I t i s ' t h e 
s h o r t a n s w e r -to t h o s e who f a l s e l y 
a l l e g e a n d t h i n k t h a t r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
i n s t i t u t i o n s fo^r A f r i c a w i l l be 
i m p o r t e d f r o m USSR o r o t h e r s o c i a ­
l i s t c o u n t r i e s . W h i l e A f r i c a n 
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s w i l l b e f o o l i s h 
n o t t o u t i l i s e t h e w e a l t h o f e x ­
p e r i e n c e a c c u m u l a t e d by w o r l d - w i d e 
p r o l e t a r i a n r e v o l u t i o n s , and w i l l 
i n f a c t d r aw on t h a t e x p e r i e n c e , 
t h e a c t u a l f o r m and s u b s t a n c e o f 
p e o p l e ' s power i n A f r i c a w i l l be 
f a s h i o n e d by t h e o p p r e s s e d A f r i c a n 
m a s s e s i n t h e c o u r s e o f t h e i r 
s t r u g g l e t o o v e r t h r o w c a p i t a l i s m 
and n e b - c o l o n i a l i s m . T h i s i s a 
r e i t e r a t i o n o f a s i m p l e g e n e r a l 
l a w o f t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y p r o c e s s . 
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The l o g i c a l s e q u e l to t h e f a c t t h a t 
organs of p e o p l e ' s power i n A f r i c a 
w i l l be c r e a t e d by mass r e v o l - u t i o n -
a r y s t r u g g l e on the c o n t i n e n t , i s 
t h a t genuine, r e v o l u t i o n a r y p a r t i e s 
w i l l be n e c e s s a r y f o r t h i s t a s k . 
L i b e r a t i o n and d e m o c r a t i s a t i o n of 
n e o - c o l o n i a l A f r i c a can o n l y be 
a c h i e v e d through t h e o r g a n i s a t i o n 
of broad A f r i c a n masses s u f f e r i n g 
under the e x i s t i n g s y s t e m . I t has 
a:iso to be r e a l i s e d f u r t h e r t h a t 
even i f the overthrow of n e o - c o l o n -
i a l i s m i n an i n d i v i d u a l A f r i c a n 
c o u n t r y i s a c h i e v e d i n i t i a l l y w i t h ­
out much b l o o d s h e d , t h i s w i l l be 
no g u a r a n t e e t h a t the whole r e v ­
o l u t i o n a r y p r o c e s s i n t h a t c o u n t r y 
w i l l be w i t h o u t s u f f e r i n g and 
bloo d s h e d . E x p e r i e n c e shows t h a t 
c a p i t a l i s t and i m p e r i a l i s t c o u n t e r ­
r e v o l u t i o n knows o n l y the language 
of sabotage and v i o l e n c e a g a i n s t 
regimes of p e o p l e ' s power. I t w i l l , 
t h e r e f o r e , be i n the p r o c e s s of 
b u i l d i n g s o c i a l i s m i n c o n d i t i o n s 
of c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n t h a t the 
organs of p e o p l e ' s power w i t h i n 
the c o n t e x t of a p e o p l e ' s demo­
c r a c y w i l l l a r g e l y be b u i l t i n 
A f r i c a . 

To sum up, the whole of the above ' 
d i s c u s s i o n may be put as f o l l o w s . 
I t i s u t t e r l y wrong f o r genuine 
. A f r i c a n r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s to pose 
the q u e s t i o n o f 'democracy' and 
the f i g h t f o r i t i n A f r i c a m e r e l y 
i n g e n e r a l t e r m s . I t i s a l s o 
t r e a c h e r o u s f o r A f r i c a n r e v o l u t i o n ­
a r i e s to view t h e i n s t i t u t i o n of 
b o u r g e o i s democracy as a ' l e s s e r 
e v i l ' or as a h e l p f u l p r e c o n d i t i o n 
f o r the advance to s o c i a l i s m . The 
i d e a of u s i n g b o u r g e o i s p a r l i a m e n t ­
ary- forms of government i s mis­
p l a c e d and c o n s t i t u t e s a s e r i o u s 
s e l f - d e l u s i o n among t h o s e who seek, 
the r e v o l u t i o n a r y o v e r t h r o w of 
n e o - c o l o n i a l i s m and the c o n s t r u c t ­
i o n of s o c i a l i s m . T h e r e i s , t h e r e ­
f o r e , one c o n c r e t e way (and t h e r e 
must be no s h y i n g away from t h i s ) 
i n which the s l o g a n f o r 'democracy' 
must be put under e x i s t i n g c o n d i ­
t i o n s i n A f r i c a , namely: the 
complete o v e r t h r o w of the neo-
c o l o n i a l s ystem and i t s immediate 
r e p l a c e m e n t by a p e o p l e ' s democracy 
based upon t h e t r a n s f e r e n c e of 
power to the worker and p e a s a n t 
c l a s s e s under t h e l e a d e r s h i p of a 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y w o r k e r s ' movement. 

************* 

The E d i t o r 

Could you please allow me a i r my 
views through your magazine, on 
the question of the "Honour" of 
National Heroes. 

Why are our National Heroes only 
given the "Honour" of being a 
hero a f t e r t h e i r death and not 
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before, so that they can a l s o 
know of the honour? I pe r s o n a l l y 
thinic i t ' s wise for people con­
sidered national heroes to be 
given the honour when they are 
s t i l l a l i v e . And, what c r i t e r i a 
does one have so as to be given 
the honour? I thought the l a t e 
Deputy M i n i s t e r of Education 
Comrade T s i t s i Munyati as f i r s t 
woman ( A f r i c a n ) senator and her 
co n t r i b u t i o n during the war of 
l i b e r a t i o n , should have been given 
the honour. The same with Comrades 
J i n x , Mutuma Ruth Nyamurowa, N j i n i 
Ntuta, John Mataure and Leon Baron 
who passed away r e c e n t l y . I t 
sounds to me as though Heroes Acre 
was b u i l t for men only and for 
that matter blacks o n ly. 

I would a l s o l i k e to think i t 
should have been proper Comrade 
E d i t o r , for the a u t h o r i t i e s to 
have a c t u a l l y exumed the mass 
graves i n Mozambique, Zambia, 



A n g o l a a n d B o t s w a n a f o r r e b u r i a l 
a t t h e H e r o e s A c r e ^ a n d w e s h o u l d 
b e t a l k i n g o f t h e t r u e " U n k n o w n 
S o l d i e r " w h e r e a l l o u r p a r e n t s 
w o u l d b e g o i n g t o t h e A c r e w i t h 
f u l l v i g o u r a n d c o n f i d e n c e t h a t 
t h e i r s o n s a n d d a u g h t e r s w e r e a l s o 
h o n o u r e d f o r t h e r o l e t h e y p l a y e d . 
R i g h t n o w C o m r a d e E d i t o r , t h e r e 
i s r e a l l y n o s i g n t h a t t h e a u t h o ­
r i t i e s s e e o r r e a l i s e t h i s p o i n t 
a n d o n e w o n d e r s i f i t i s n o t . i m p ­
o r t a n t t o g i v e t h e s e f a l l e n c o m ­
r a d e s a d e c e n t b u r i a l i n t h e 
l a n d o f t h e i r b i r t h . 

F a i r P l a y V a k o m a n a P a k u s a r u d z a 
M a g a m b a E d u . 

C a n a a n B.M. M h l a n g a 
A V O N D A L E 

D e a r S i r 

R E : S O M E T H I N G I S T H E M A T T E R W I T H 
OUR C O - O P E R A T I V E S 

n o t t h a t t h e t o t a l p r o f i t l e s s a n 
e x p a n s i o n r e s e r v e s h o u l d b e a p p r o ­
p r i a t e d a m o n g m e m b e r s ? 

A n o t h e r s u r p r i s i n g p h e n o m e n o n i s 
t h a t m a n y c o - o p e r a t i v e s c l o s e l y 
c l u s t e r e d e n g a g e i n t h e p r o d u c t i o n 
o f h o m o g e n e o u s c o m m o d i t i e s a n d 
e x p e c t t o s e c u r e a v i a b l e m a r k e t 
w i t h i n t h e s a m e a r e a l A s , a r e s u l t , 
w e h a v e a s i t u a t i o n o f e x c e s s 
s u p p l y t h u s d e p r e s s i n g p r i c e w i t h 
a c o n s e q u e n t e f f e c t ' o f r e d u c i n g 
t h e i n c o m e s o f c o - o p e r a t i v e s . W i t h 
r e f e r e n c e t o p e r i s h a b l e s l i k e 
v e g e t a b l e s , w h i c h s o o n g o b a d , o u r 
r u r a l c o - o p e r a t i v e s s u f f e r g r e a t 
l o s s e s b e c a u s e o f l a c k o f e f f i c i e n t 
t r a n s p o r t t o f r e i g h t t h e s u r p l u s 
t o a r e a s w h e r e t h e r e i s d e m a n d . 

S i n c e t h e c o - o p e r a t i v e m o v e m e n t i s 
t h e o n l y f e a s i b l e m e a n s t h r o u g h 
w h i c h w e c a n a c h i e v e o u r s o c i a l i s t 
g o a l . G o v e r n m e n t i n t e r v e n t i o n i n 
t h e d i s t i b u t i o n , o r g a n i s a t i o n a n d 
f o r m a t i o n o f c o - o p e r a t i v e s i s 
n e c e s s a r y . A c l o s e r e s e a r c h s h o u l d 
b e l a u n c h e d i n v a r i o u s r e g i o n s t o 
d e t e r m i n e w h a t t y p e o f c o - o p e r a t ­
i v e s s h o u l d b e e s t a b l i s h e d i n e a c h 
r e g i o n . T h e s t u d y w i l l r e v e a l t h e 
f o l l o w i n g d a t a : 

( 1 ) W h a t t y p e o f c o - o p e r a t i v e s 
s h o u l d b e e s t a b l i s h e d i n t h i s 
r e g i o n , - a g r i c u l t u r a l , c l o t h i n g 
e t c . 
( 2 ) - I f i t i . s a g r i c u l t u r a l o r c l o t h ­
i n g , s h o u l d t o m a t o e s o r s c h o o l u n i ­
f o r m s b e p r o d u c e d ? 

( 3 ) I s t h e t y p e o f a v a i l a b l e m e a n s 
o f t r a n s p o r t s u i t a b l e f o r t r a n s ­
p o r t i n g t h e s u r p l u s t o o t h e r 
r e g i o n s f o r m a r k e t i n g ? 
{ ^ ) D o e s t h e l o c a l r e s e r v o i r o f 
l a b o u r h a v e t h e s k i l l i f n o t , h o w 
c a n t r a i n i n g r e s o u r c e s b e o r g a n i s e d 
( 5 ) W h a t i s t h ^ a t t i t u d e o f t h e 
c o m m u n i t y t o w a r d s t h e p r o d u c t i o n 
t h e y h a v e , b e e n s u g g e s t e d t o p u r s u e . 
( 6 ) H o w m a n y c o - o p e r a t i v e p r o d u c t ­
i o n u n i t s c a n b e e s t a b l i s h e d i n 
t h i s r e g i o n ? 

T h e a b o v e i n f o r m a t i o n w i i 1 h i g h ­
l i g h t s u c h i m p o r t a n t f a c t s a n d t h e 
q u a n t i t y o f c o - o p e r a t i v e t r a i n i n g 
o f f i c e r s t o b e t r a i n e d a n d d e p l o y e d 
i n e a c h r e g i o n t o g i v e g u i d a n c e t o 
t h e m a s s . 
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I s h o u l d t h i n k t h e r e i s s o m e t h i n g 
w r o n g w i t h o u r c o - ^ o p e r a t i v e s . T h e 
d a w n o f a m o v e t o w a r d s a s o c i a l i s t 
s o c i e t y c a m e a l o n g w i t h i n d e p e n d e ­
n c e i n 1 9 8 0 , i n Z i m b a b w e . B u t i t 
l o o k s o u r c o - o p e r a t i v e s a r e n o t 
e x p e r i e n c i n g a n y g r o w t h a t a l l . 
P r e s e n t l y t h e o r g a n i s a t i o n a n d 
f o r m a t i o n o f c o - o p e r a t i v e s d o e s 
n o t o b s e r v e t h e p r i n c i p l e o f 
c o m p a r a t i v e a d v a n t a g e w h i c h i s i n 
f a c t a n e x t e n s i o n o f t h e p r i n c i p l e 
o f s p e c i a l i z a t i o n ; 

O n e w o u l d b e s u r p r i s e d t o f i n d 
t h a t d i s t r i c t C o - o p e r a t i v e s i n 
C h i v i , a v e r y d r y r e g i o n , e n g a g e 
i n g r e e n s m a r k e t g a r d e n i n g . A l ­
t h o u g h t h e s e g a r d e n s a r e e s t a b l i ­
s h e d n e a r l a r g e r e s e r v o i r s , t h e 
s o i l i s o f t e n u n s u i t a b l e f o r t h e 
v e g e t a b l e s g r o w n t h e r e o n . T h e 
r e s u l t i s p o o r y i e l d s a n d a t o t a l 
d i s c o u r a g e m e n t t o m e m b e r s . T h u s 
s o m e m e m b e r s g i v e u p t h e v e n t u r e . 
T h e o r g a n i s a t i o n l a c k s m u c h t o b e 
d e s i r e d . E a c h m e m b e r h a s a s h a r e 
o f t w o o r m o r e b e d s f r o m w h i c h t o 
m e e t t h e n e e d s o f t h e f a m u l y . H o w 
c a n a c o - o p e r a t i v e o r a n y b u s i n e s s 
v e n t u r e e x p a n d i f i t h i s w a y ? I s i t 



T o d a t e , o u r - c o - o p e r a t i v e s l a c k 
d i r e c t i o n . A l t h o u g h t h e A d u l t 
L i t e r a c y C a m p a i g n h a s b e e n a 
s u c c e s s f u l e x e r c i s e , i t h a s n o t 
d o n e e n o u g h t o i n j e c t a c o - o p e r a ­
t i v e a t t i t u d e i n a b i g g e r p e r c e n t ­
a g e o f o u r p o p u l a t i o n . P r o b a b l y ^ 
t h e m a j o r s n a g i n h i b i t i n g t h e 
g r o w t h o f o u r c o - o p e r a t i v e s i s t h e 
l a c k o f w e l l t r a i n e d c o - o p e r a t i v e 
a d v i s e r s / o f f i c e r s . 

E c o n o m i c s S t u d e n t 

R E N I A S M T A T I 

po€_m 
T H A T M A K E S S E N S E M Y S O N . ' .'J I J 

T h e r e w a s a m a n m y s o n . 
T w o w e e k s a g o I t h i n k . 
D i d ' n t h e l o o k w e l l f e d m y s o n , 
H i s s k i n b l a c k a s t h a t , p o t y o u 
s e e t h e r e , 
A n d g l i s t e r i n g w i t h f a t , 
I w o n d e r e d w h y w e c o u l d n ' t c a t c h 
h i m ? 
Y e s , c a t c h h i m a n d m e l t h i m i 
M e l t h i m i n t o g r e a s e ! 
M e l t h i m i n t o d i e s e l l 
T o b r e a k t h e m o n o t o n y o f b o i l e d 
a n d s a l t e d v e g e t a b l e s . 
T o g r e a s e t h e w a t e r p u m p . 
T o r u n o u r p r o m i s e d t r a c t o r . 
T h a t ' s w h a t w e n e e d d o w n h e r e . ' 
Y e s , t h a t ' s w h a t w e n e e d I t h o u g h t 
H i s c o l l o r d u g i n t o h i s n e c k . 
L i k e a p l o u g h i n t o s o i l , 
I n t h o s e f i e l d s ' d o w n t h e r e . 

B u t y o u s e e m y s o n , ' 
Y o u h a v e t o s t r u g g l e ! 
S w ^ a t : 
B r e a k y o u r b a c k , 
• F o r t h e p l o u g h t o d o s o ! 

A n d a l l h e d o e s , I t h o u g h t . 
I s s t r u g g l e t o f i t a c o l l a r 
a r r o u n d t h a t n e c k . 

N o o l d e r t h a n y o u r e l d e s t b r o t h e r . 
A t t h e m o s t I ' c o u l d s a y h e w a s 
b o r n i n , . 
A f t e r t h e w a r . H i t l e r ' s w a r . 
W h i c h t o o k a w a y m y o w n b r o t h e r ! 

A s h e s p o k e h i s w h o l e b o d y 
v i b r a t , e d . 
L i k e a n o l d g r i n d i n g m i l l . 
A n d a s h e r a i d e d h i s a r m s t o 
s h o u t s l o g a n s , 
T h e \h b e n e a t h h i s a r m s 
f l u t t e r e d . 
F l u t t e r e d l i k e a f l a g . 
A n d y o u c o u l d s e e t h a t h e d i d i t 
W i t h g r e a t d i f f i c u l t y ! \ 

H e u s e c 5 s o m e o f t h e w o r d s , f 
S o m e o f t h e w o r d s y o u ' v e j u s t J 
m e n t i o n e d c a p i t a l i s m , I 
s o c i a l i s m , i m p e r i a l i s m , ' 
b c p u r g e o i s i e , w o r k e r s , p e a s a n t s , I 
. . . t h e E n e m y . 
W e t o l d h i m t h a t h i s l a n g u a g e 
w a s b e a t i f u l . 
B u t e v e n t h e n w e s t i l l w a n t e d t o 
k n o w w h a t h e m e a n t ? ? 

H e g o t a n n o y e d w i t h u s . 
A n g r y , r e a l l y a n g r y . 
H e s a i d h e i s h o u l d h a v e k n o w n 
b e t t e r . 
T h a t h e w a s c o m i n g t o a d d r e s s i d i o t s 
A n d a s h e s a i d s o , 
H e p u l l e d o u t a b o t t l e f r o m h i s \ 
p o c k e t , 
A s m a l l f l a t b o t t l e , ' 
A n d h e d r a n k f r o m i t . 
S t u f f t h a t l o o k e d l i k e u r i n e . 
H e s c r e w e d u p h i s f a c e a s h e d i d s o ' . 
A n d I s a i d t o m y s e l f , 
" W h a t e v e r h e i s d r i n k i n g . 
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I hope i t i s u r i n e i n d e e d . 
Because that'-fe what he r e a l l y 
d e s e r v e s " . 
Then he charged through the g a t h e r i n g 
L i k e a wounded b u f T a l o , 
Knocking over Ambuya Chokwadi as he 
d i d so. 
He made f o r h i s c a r . 
And w i t h a c l o u d of d u s t b e h i n d him. 
D i s a p p e a r e d : 

Now t h a t you've e x p l a i n e d my son. 
E x p l a i n e d what t h o s e words r e a l l y 
mean, 
I t makes s e n s e . 
I t makes s e n s e why he got, annoyed. 
I t makes s e n s e why he got annoyed 
and 
I n s u l t e d u s . 
T h a t makes s e n s e my son. 

BY. M.C. HALIMANA 

29/09/85 HARARE. 

ILO C o n v e n t i o n s on Women Workers 
as of 23/10/84 

No. I l l : 

No, 100: 

No. 3 : 

No. 103: 

No. 4 : 

No. 4 1 : 

D i s c r i m i n a t i o n (Employ­
ment and O c c u p a t i o n ) 
1958 107 r a t i f i c a t i o n 

E q u a l r e n u m e r a t i o n 
105 r a t i f i c a t i o n s 

1951 

M a t e r n i t y p r o t e c t i o n 
1919 28 r a t i f i c a t i o n s 

M a t e r n i t y p r o t e c t i o n 
( r e v i s e d ) 1952 27 
r a t i f i c a t i o n s . 

Night work (women) 1919 
59 r a t i f i c a t i o n s 

Night work (women) 
r e v i s a l 1934 37 
r a t i f i c a t i o n s 

No. 45: Underground work (women) 
1935 87 r a t i f i c a t i o n s 
i n c l u d i n g Zimbabwe 6/6/80 

No. 89: N i g h t work (women) r e v i s ­
ed 1948 62 r a t i f i c a t i o n s 

No. 156: Workers w i t h f a m i l y r e s ­
p o n s i b i l i t i e s 1981 
3 r a t i f i c a t i o n s 

No. 158: T e r m i n a t i o n of employment 
1982 not y e t i n f o r c e 
( o n l y r a t i f i e d by Sweden) 
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FACTS 
AND FIGUftES 

The number of unemployed in 
America has exceeded eight million, in 
Britain three million and in France 2.5 
million. The total number of un­
employed in the capitalist countries 
has exceeded 35 million. 

The US has not ratified 30 of the 40 
important international treaties on 
human rights. Among them is the UN 
International Convention on the Sup­
pression and Punishment of the Crime 
of Apartheid. The US opposed that 
convention from the very beginning 
saying that apartheid should be com-
batted not by law, but by contacts, 
dialogue and persuasion. Washington 
continues its policy of constructive 
engagement with Pretoria consoli­
dating the regime of apartheid with in­
vestments, trade and secret supplies 
of military equipment, and defending 
it in the UN from international sanc­
tions that could precipitate the col­
lapse of the shameful dictatorship. 

Twenty-one million people in in­
dustrialized capitalist countries 
members of the EEC - are illiterate. 

Rape, kidnapping and murder are 
an everyday occurrence in Chile, 
where the/ US-backed fascist regime 
came to power in September 1973. 
After the coup General Pinochet dealt 
with 15,000 Chileans. Half a million 
people were imprisoned, sent to con­
centration camps, arrested and 
trotured. More than 2,000 were 
reported missing. 

Nearly a thousand Black Africans 
were killed in South Africa last year as 
a result of military and police repres­
sions. Thousands of people were im­
prisoned after the introduction of a 
state of emergency. Four per five 
prisoners vvere tortured. Despite world' 
public protests the racist authorities 
executed poet Benjamin Motoise, who 
fought against apartheid. 

« « « « « » ' • « # « 

The names of some 300.000 
Americans are in the electronic files of 
the CIA. It spies on a great many 
"dangerous" citizens. 

/ Extracted from the book by ex-
director, of the CIA Stapsfield Turner, 
"Secrecy and Democracy: CIA in the 
Transition Period"/ 

Eleven thousand killed, five thou­
sand wounded, three thousand kid­
napped and 250,000 refugees - these 
are but some of the results of the 
undeclared war waged on Nicaragua 
by the US-hired counter-revolutionary 
mercenaries. The total damage is 
estimated at over 1.5 billion dollars. 

l i a D R l A M Q H i HAMBA 
KAHLE 

"Ayasaba, amabhulu; Ayangena, ayaphuma, ayadidizela." (They are afraid, the government's people; they come in, they go out, they dither, trembling.) 
BY MARY RAYNER On July 20, 1985, this soft but 
poweif ul song had welled up from 
the crowd pf mourners gathered 
to bury four young men. A month 

earlier, Matthew Goniwe, a charismatic 
38-year-old teacher and community 
leader and three companions had failed 
to return home after attending a political 
meeting in the Eastern Cape city of Port 
Elizabeth, their burnt and mutilated 
bodies were found sevwal days later. 

Noone amongst the 35,000 people 
assembled in grief and anger doubted 
who murdered these men. Goniwe, Fort 

' Calata, Sparrow Mkhonot, and Sicelo 
Mhlawuli had struggled with passion and 
dedication against a system which had 
impoverished and:«fiseSlfKW(:*BSiEŜ  
j ^ I ^ . Who wpuld have an interest in 
desttc^hg^ them m d their future 
but a government driven by the results of 
its own catastrophic policies to impose 
, martial law, ironk^y, on the very day of 
^he funeral. 
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One person who had no doubts on this 
score was Nonyama-zela Victoria Mx-
enge. Addressing the mourners, she de­
nounced the killings as an act of cowar­
dice. And, like many others, she returned 
home from the funeral with a fwster con­
taining the legend: "Stop Aparthdd Kill­
ing!" Two weeks later she was brutally 
shot and axed to death by four hooded 
assassins. 

Since the revolt of the South African 
townships began in Sqjtanber 1984, 
amidst continued economic deterioration 
and moimting international condenlna-
tion of apartheid, the South African 
regime has acted with unrelmting force 
against its opponents. Unresti^ned 
police and military violence has become a 
frightening daily reality for the majority 

. of South Africa's pe<H>le. The death toll 
by the end of October this year had climb­
ed to at least 825. The police have admit­
ted that two-thirds of the casualties were 
shot by state security forces. 

A reign of terror has settled over the 
townships, affecting thousands of men, 
womai and chiklrai. Typically, its vic­
tims have been dragged out of their 

ip the early morning hours, 
lulted and taken away to 

police stations and seaet detention 
centers. From January through 
November 1st this year, 7,509 people 
were detained, a scafc of political arrests 

unprecedented since the State of 
Emergency in 1960. A majority of those 
detained have been under 25-years of 
age. Reports reaching international 
human rights groups describe beatings, 
death threats, electric shock treatment 
and other forms of tortiu-e being used 
systematically against detainees. 

The object of this wave of repression 
apparently lies in the regime's determina­
tion to ci\ish the grassroots democratic 
movement which has been sweeping the 
country since the eaily 1980s. Iii par­
ticular, it seems determined to breal^one 
of the most important organized sources 
of opposition, the United Deniocratic 
Front (UDF). Formed as art umbrdla 
organization in 1983, by 1985 the UDF 
encompassed 600 affiliated political, 
community, labor, youth, women's and 
religious organizations across the coun­
try. 

By September 1985, forty-seven out of 
eighty UDF office-holders had been de­
tained, put on trial or murdered. Thirty-
eight of its leading members are on trial 
for high treason. One of its most active 
affiliates, the Congress of South African 
Students(COSAS) was declared an illegal 
organization this past August and has 
been the target of a particularly vicious 
and relentless harassment campaign by 
government agents. Five hundred former 
members have been detained. Fifteen of 



the twenty-seven people whom human 
rights groups know to have "disap­
peared" between March and June this 
year were COSAS activists. I n this spiralling cycle of resistance and 

repression, Victoria Mxenge made 
clear choices. As a black woman, she 
belonged to the most oppressed class 

within South African society. Her com­
mitment to fight for an end to institu­
tionalized racism and the exploitation of 
black workers brought her additional 
hardships. 

For nine years, Victoria had to endure 
the loneliness of an enforced separation 
from her husband, who had been 
sentenced in 1964 to a term of imprison­
ment on Robben Island, the maximum 
security prison for black dissidents, for 
his support of the newly banned African 
National Congress (ANC). 

In the latter 1970s, she had left her 
work as a nurse and joined her husband's 
law firm, which specialized in defending 
Mwduals arrested under South Africa's 
security laws. By 1981, she had qualified 
as a lawyer and became a junior partner 
in the firm. It was in the same year that 
Griffiths Mxenge's mutilated body was 

found dumped in a stadium outside Dur­
ban. 

Victoria was shocked, not only by his 
death, but by the horrifying nature of his 
injuries. His throat had been slashed, his 
stomach ripped open and his ears almost 
cut off. The rest of his body bore multiple 
stab wounds. 

Despite this appalling event, and the 
conspicuous failure of the police to in­
vestigate it, Victoria Mxenge took over 
her husband's law partnership and his 
work defending prisoners held on 
political charges. She represented 
families in cases considered so politically 
sensitive most lawyers shied away from 
them. 

At the same lime, she became active in 
a number of grassroots organizations 
whose emergence have become critical 
hubs of opposition politics in the 1980s. 
In the last year of her life, she was an ac­
tive member of the Natal Organization of 
Women, an executive member of both 
the Natal branch of the Release Mandela 
Committee, and the Natal regional com­
mittee of the UDF. A s the climate of repression inten­

sified, Victoria continued to act as 
legal counsel for the growing 
number of her jailed friends and 

political comrades. In the weeks just prior 

to her death, she gathered vital evidence 
which would be used in the trial of sixteen 
leading members of the UDF who had 
been charged with treason. In the indict­
ment, the State claimed that the UDF, 
and four of its affiliated organizations to 
which the defendants belonged, had con­
spired with the outlawed ANC and South 
African Communist Party to overthrow 
the government by violence. All of the 
defendants' activities, however peaceful 
in nature, were construed as furthering 
the cause of these proscibed organiza­
tions. The impact of a conviction for 
treason, a capital offense in South Africa, 
would be to make all non-violent 
methods for bringing about a political 
order based on freedom and justice 
criminal. 

On the night of August 1st, Victoria 
Mxenge left her office accompanied by a 
friend, the Rev. .Mcebisi Xundu, the 
Natal Chairman of the UDF. Her staff 
had been alerted to the existence of a 
"death list" which was in circulation. 
Fearing for her safety, they insisted she 

Credit: Nathaniel Jones, Southern Afri­
ca Project, Lawyers' Committee for 
Civil Rights Under Law. Reprinted with 
permission from "Yearninii to Breathe 
Free." 

never travel alone to and from work. As 
Victoria stepped from her car outside her 
home in Durban's Umlazi township, four 
burly and hooded men emerged from the 
shadows. .Xundu remembers how Vic­
toria screamed and ran before they shot 
her down and split open her skuU. 

A wave of anger spread through Dur­
ban's township at the news of her 
murder. Thousands of students took to 
the streets in protest. Violent clashes 
erupted between UDF supporters, the 
police and armed, right-wing vigilantes. 
Within 24 hours thirty-two people had 
been killed. 

The mood of anger and militancy was 
visible at Victoria Mxenge's funeral on 
August 11. Speaker after speaker referred 
to her work, bravely carried out in the 
face of increasing government harass­
ment and undaunted by the brutal slaying 
of her husband five years earlier. And 
there were explicit calls for armed 
resistance. "Now we are going to fight," 
declared Steven Tshwete a regional leader 
of the UDF. "If we have to shoot to get 
our liberation, then we are going to shoot. 
If we have to liberate ourselves with the 
barrel of a gun, then this is the moment ." 

In late August, dozens of activists in 
the Durban area were detained, the Rev. 
Xundu amongst them. In October, the 
Mxenge family home was petrol-
bombed. Her children had already been 
taken into hiding, following continued 
threats against them. 

Victoria Mxenge's assassination was a 
tragic blow, not only for her three 
children, now doubly bereaved, but for 
all South Africans struggling to keep alive 
the vision of a nonracist and just social 
o r d e r . T h e t ragedy was further 
underscored by Victoria's lifelong com­
mitment to non-violence. In the face of a 
regime unresponsive to the morality im-
licit in non-violent tactics, the majority of 
South Africans are being pushed to em­
brace an armed solution in their struggle 
for freedom. 

Mary Rayner, a doctoral candidate in 
South African History, spent thirteen 
months in South Africa. She is currently 
working as an intern with the South 
Africa Project of the Lawyers'Commit­
tee for Civil Rights Under Law in 
Washington. 

A previous version of this article ap­
peared in Iris: A Journal About Women, 
ni4 Fall 1985 (Women's Studies, Univer­
sity of Virginia). 

The opinions expressed in this article 
are solely those of the author. 
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