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We wish to b u i l d a new Zimbabwe, but t h i s quest w i l l be f r u s t r a t e d 

u n l e s s we have an e d u c a t i o n a l system t h a t i s f i r m l y o r i e n t a t e d t o 

wards the t r a n s f o r m a t i o n we seek. To change Zimbabwe we must f i r s 

change the e d u c a t i o n a l system. 

Robert Mugabe 

27 August 1981 
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I N T R O D U C T I O N 

T h i s c o l l e c t i o n of papers o f f e r s d e s c r i p t i o n s of, and hopes for, p ro
grammes of education i n Zimbabwe and other n a t i o n s ccMnmitted to so
c i a l i s t development. I t has been prepared t o s e r v e e s p e c i a l l y those 
t e a c h e r s and a d u l t educators i n Zimbabwe and Southern A f r i c a c h a l 
lenged to change both themselves and the e d u c a t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e i n 
which they work. The changes r e q u i r e d are rooted i n c o l o n i a l h i s 
t o r y . Where p a s t e d u c a t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e s favoured a few, education 
i n the New Zimbabwe must be designed to meet the needs of the r u r a l 
masses; where e d u c a t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e s were developed on e x t e r n a l sup
port, they must now be s e l f - r e l i a n t through p r o d u c t i v e work; where 
e l i t i s t a t t i t u d e s l e d people to d e s p i s e labour and s u s p e c t co-opera
t i o n , education f o r the New Zimbabwe must be designed to f o s t e r c o l 
l a b o r a t i o n and a z e a l f o r p r o d u c t i v e labour 

T h i s i n t e r n a t i o n a l seminar h e l d i n Harare i n August-September 1981 
o f f e r e d examples from Zimbabwe and o t h e r n a t i o n s of ways of imple
menting these t h r e e s i g n i f i c a n t changes: 

1 c l a s s a n a l y s i s towards a mass l i n e 

1 1 economic a n a l y s i s towards e d ucation 
with p r o d u c t ion 

1 1 1 a t t i t u d i n a l a n a l y s i s towards a co
o p e r a t i v e labour based s p i r i t 

Readers of these papers w i l l make t h e i r own s y n t h e s i s . 
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