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EDITORIAL 
Civil Servants Should Play an Active Role in Politics 

Civil servants are part of the community of Zim
babwe that is struggling to consolidate its in
dependence after a long bitter liberation war. Some 
of the people who are now in the civil service took 
part in that war in order to liberate their country 
from colonialism, racism and imperialism. They 
themselves as well as their children are enjoying 
the fruits of independence like everyone else. 

In fact, the civil servants, more than any other in
terest group in our society, should be enthusiastic 
supporters of the new political and social order. In 
the old colonial order civil servants were grossly 
discriminated against. In that regime, it did not mat
ter how intelligent or how well trained an African 
may be — as long as he had a black skin he could 
not be permitted to the high echelons of the civil 
service. The top and middle positions of the civil 
service were reserved exclusively for the represen
tatives of the white minority. Hence at the time of. 
the attainment of independence on April 18,1980, 
there were no African Permanent Secretaries, no 
African Deputy Secretaries, and even no African 
Under secretaries. The highest position an African 
had ever reached was to be a Senior Executive Of
ficer or to be an Inspector of Schools in the Ministry 
of Education. 

In the new political order therefore, we expect the 
civil servants to play an active role in politics. They 
cannot remain neutral. The Government of the 
peole of Zimbabwe has modified the regulations 
which prevented civil servants from playing an ac
tive role in politics. It is now permissible for a civil 
servant to be a member of a political party and in
deed to hold office in village committees, branches, 
district and Provincial committees of political 
parties. 

Many civil servants complain that they are not 
given information by the political parties concern
ing date, place and time of political meetings or 
rallies, and they are not informed of the general ac
tivities of the cells or village committees, branches 
and party districts. However, if the civil servants are 
themselves committed and active members of the 
party at the branch and village levels they will 
automatically know of the activities of the party. We 
are pleased that a number of civil servants are 
members of branches, and village committees of 
the Party. Some of them are active at the district 
levels. These men play a very important role in 
enlightening the population within which they are 

working about Government programmes and 
policies. 

Many Party supporters in the villages and high 
density surburbs complain that some wellknown 
supporters of former colonialist and racist regimes 
occupy key positions in the civil service. Some 
wellknown security agents for former colonialist 
regimes are also holding key positions in the civil 
service. Indeed, many persons who were prominent 
supporters of the Internal Settlement led by Bishop 
Abel Muzorewa are today holding key positions in 
the civil service. While all this is true, it should be 
borne in mind that ZANU (PF) Government is a 
government of reconciliation. At the time of In
dependence, the Honourable Prime Minister and 
President of our Party Comrade R.G. Mugabe an
nounced that supporters of former regimes will be 
forgiven for their past records and activities. But 
however, these persons must reciprocate the hand 
of friendship that has been stretched towards them 
by supporting the new order and the party that is 
responsible for bringing about that new order in 
which they are now enjoying full human rights and 
promotions, to higher posts. They cannot and 
should not spurn the hand that is feeding them. We 
can forgive and we have forgiven but we cannot 
forget the deep wounds of the past which were in
flicted by quislings, sell-outs and collaborators with 
our enemies. 

The new recruits to the party, as well as those 
persons who were active in the minority parties 
before they joined ZANU (PF) should take every ear
ly opportunities to attend the seminars organised 
by the Commissariat at different levels of the Par
ty and different organs in order to acquaint 
themselves with Party policies and programmes. It 
is important that they know the direction or 
"Gwara" of the Party. They should show by their 
actions as well as patterns of participation in par
ty activities, that they have truly embraced and ac
cepted the new order and the policies and program
mes of the Party. They should leave no stone up
turned to learn and be educated about the policies 
and programmes of our Party; People in this 
category should however avoid either boasting 
about their past which is deplorable, or attempt to 
present themselves as more ZANU than ZANU 
itself. Such attitudes only create antagonism and 
friction within the Party organs and should b e ^ 
scrupulously avoided especially by the new 
members. 
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Nyaya: Vashandi veHiiriiinende \a Kiishaiidira 
/vamaton j J tTwc I j iy ika 

V a s h a n d i v e H u r u m e n d e i n h e n g o d z e z v i z v a r w a z v e m u -
Z i m b a b w e i z v o z v i r i k u r w i s a k u s i m b a r a d z a r u s u n u n g u k o 
r w e d u m u s l i u r e m a m a k o r e a k a w a n d a o k u r w i r a r u s u n u 
n g u k o . V a m w e v a v a k u s h a n d i r a H u r u m e n d e i y e n h a s i 
v a k a r w a w o m u h o n d o y o k u s u n u n g u r a n y i k a i n o k u b v a 
m u u d z v a n y i r i r i , r u s a r u r a g a n d a n e u s v e t a s i m b a . A v a 
v a n h u p a m w e c h e t e n e v a n a v a v o n h a s i v a s u n u n g u k a w o , 
s e c h i z v a r w a c h i p ! z v a c h o c h e Z i m b a b w e . 

I d i c h a i r o n d e r e k u t i , v a s h a n d i v e H u r u m e n d e k u p i n d a 
b o k a r i p i z v a r o m u n o m u Z i m b a b w e , v a n o f a n i r a 
k u n y a n y a k u t s i g i r a u p e n y u n a m a t o n g e r w o e n y i k a m a t s v a 
a y a a v a p o . P a n g u v a y o u d z v a n y i r i r i v a s h a n d i y e H u r u -
m e n d e v a k a n g a v a k a t a r i s a n a n e d a m b u d z i k o r e r u s a r u r a -
g a n d a . H u r u m e n d e i y o y o y a k a n g a i s i n a h a n y a n o k u t i 
m u t e m a a i n g e a k a c h e n j e r a k a n a k u d z i d z a z v a k a d i n i — 
k a n a a i n g o v a n e g a n d a d e m a c h e t e a k a n g a a s i n g a b y u -
m i d z w i k u v a n e c h i n z v i m b o c h a p a m u s o r o m u m a b a s a 
e H u r u m e n d e . M a b a s a a p a m u s o r o a y a a i n g e a k a c h e n g e -
t e r w a v a c h e n a b a d z i , n o k u d a r o h a z v i s h a m i s i k u t i 
p a h g u v a y a k a u y a r u s u n u n g u k o m u n a 1 9 8 0 h a p a n a 
m u t e m a a i t u n g a m i r i r a b a z i r e H u r u m e n d e , P e r m a n e n t 
S e c r e t a r y , p a k a n g a p a s i n a m u t e v e d z e r i w e c h i t e m a w e c h i -
n z v i m b o i c h i u y e p a k a n g a p a s i n a k a n a a n o z o t e v e r a w o , 
u y a a n o n z i U n d e r S e c r e t a r y - C h i n z v i m b o c h i k u r u c h a i v a 
n e m u t e m a n d e c h a S e n i o r E x e c u t i v e O f f i c e r k a n a k u t i 
I n s p e c t o r w e z v i k o r o m u b a z i r e d z i d z o . 

N o k u d a r o n o k u u y a k w e r u s u n u n g u k o t i n o t a r i s i r a 
v a s h a n d i v e H u r u m e n d e k u t i v a v e n e c h i n z v i m b o c h i n o -
k o s h a m u m a t o n g e r w o e n y i k a . H a v a t a r i s i r i k u n g o g a r a 
v a s i n a z v a v a n o i t a p a n y a y a i y i . H u r u m e n d e y e v a n h u 
v e Z i m b a b w e y a k a n h a d z u r u d z a m i t e m o i y o y a i r a m b i d z a 
v a s h a n d i v e H u r u m e n d e k u t i v a i t e z v a m a t o n g e r w o 
e n y i k a . l y e z v i n o z v a v a k u b v u m i r w a k u t i m u s h a n d i 
w e H u r u m e n d e a v e n h e n g o y e m u s a n g a n o u y e k u t i a p i w e 
c h i g a r o m u v i l l a g e C o m m i t t e e , b r a n c h , d i s t r i c t n e P r o v i -
l i c i a l c o m m i t t e e y e m u s a n g a n o w a m a t o n g e r w o e n y i k a . 

V a s h a n d i v a z h i n j i v e H u r u m e n d e v a n o t s u t s u r i w a 
c h a i z v o n o k u t i h a v a p i h w i m a s h o k o a k a k w a n a n e m a b a t o 
e z v a m a t o n g e r w o e n y i k a , m a e r e r a n o n e z u v a , n z v i m b o 
n e n g u v a a p o m i s a n g a n o , y e z v a m a t o n g e r w o e n y i k a i n o -
i t w a , u y e z v e v a n o t i i v o / h a v a n y a t s o t a u r i r w i k u t i m i s a 
n g a n o y a m a s e r o ( c e l l s ) m a b u r a n j i ( b r a n c h e s ) n e m a t u n h u . 

( d i s t r i c t s ) i n o f a m b a s e i . A s i h a z v o , k a n a v a n h u a v a v a n e 
c h i d o c h a i z v o k u z i v a m a f a m b i r o e z v i i t i k o z v e m i s a n g a n o 
i y i v a n o f a n i r a k u z v i t s v a g a . T i n o f a r a c h a i z v o k u z i v a k u t i 
v a s h a n d i v a z h i n j i v e H u r u m e n d e i n h e n g o d z e m u s a n g a n o 
w e Z A N U P F . V a m w e v a v o v a n o b a t s i r a b a s a m u m a -
b r a n c h e s . A v a v a n h u v a n o b a t s i r a c h a i z v o k u d z i d z i s a 
p o v h o y e d u k u t i H u r u m e n d e i n o s h a n d a s e i . 

V a n h u v a k a w a n d a v a n o t s i g i r a m a s a n g a n o m u m a r o k i -
s h e n i v a n o t i i v o v a n h u v a i t s i g i r a H u r u m e n d e d z e z v i -
m b w a s u n g a t a n d i v o v a n e m a b a s a a k a k w i r i r a m u H u r u -
m e n d e . I c h i i c h o k w a d i , k u t i v a n h u v a i t s i g i r a H u r u m e n d e 
y a v a M u z o r e w a n d i v o v a n e m a b a s a a k a n a k a m u H u r u -
m e n d e . N y a n g w e i c h i c h i r i c h o k w a d i , a s i v o n g a t i c h e r e -
c h e d z e i k u t i H u r u m e n d e y e d u , i H u r u m e n d e i n o r e g e r e r a . 
A p o t a k a o n a k u z v i t o n g a k u z e r e M u t u n g a m i r i r i w e n j / i k a 
y e d u C o m r a d e R . G . M u g a b e v a k a t a u r a i v o k u t i v a n h u 
v a i t s i g i r a H u r u m e n d e d z e z v i m b w a s u n g a t a v a i z o r e g e -
r e r w a . A s i n y a n g w e i z v i z v a k a t a u r w a , v a n h u a v a v a n o f a -
n i r w a k u d z o r e r a w o r u o k o r w e k u s h a m w a r i d z a n a u r w u , 
n e k u t s i g i r a H u r u m e n d e i t s v a , s e k u t i k u d a i H u r u m e n d e 
i y i i s i n a k u u y a , v a n g a d e n o d z i m w e n g u v a v a s i n a " 
z v i n z v i m b o i z v i . T i n o k w a n i s a k u r e g e r e r a a s i h a t r k a -
n g a n w i z v i r o n d ^ i z v o t a k a p i h w a n e v a t e n g e s i n e a v o v a i t s i 
g i r a v a v e n g i v e d u . 

A v o v a c h a n g o p i n d a m u m u s a n g a n o , n e a v o v a n g a v a i n e 
z v i n z v i m b o u y e v a c h i s h a n d a n e s i m b a m u m a p a t o m a d i k i 
v a s a t i v a p i n d a m u m u s a n g a n o w e Z A N U P F v a n o f a n i r a 
k u s h a n d i s a n g u v a i r i p o n e k u c h i m b i d z a k u t i v a e n d e w o 
k u m i s a n g a n o i r i k u r o n g w a n e C o m m i s s a r i a t m u z v i -
n h a n h o z v a k a s i y a n a - s i y a n a z v e m u s a n g a n o k u t i v a v e 
v a n o z i v i r a z v i n o d i w a n e m u s a n g a n o n e z v i r o n g w a z v a w o . 
Z v a k a k o s h a k u t i v a v e v a n o z i v a G w a r a r e m u s a n g a n o . 
V a n o f a n i r a k u r a t i d z a n e m a b a s a a v o u y e m a s h a n d i r o a v a -
n o i t a m u m a b a s a e m u s a n g a n o , k u t i v a n z w i s i s a u y e 
v a b v u m a c h i r o n g w a c h i t s v a , g w a r a , u y e m a b a s a e m u s a 
n g a n o . V a n o f a n i r a k u d z i d z a n e s i m b a k u t i v a z i v e g w a r a 
r e m u s a n g a n o w e d u . V a n h u v a r i p a c h i n h a n h o i c h i h a v a f a -
n i r e k u v h a i i ' a v a c h i z v i r o v a m a t u n d u n d u p a m u s o r o p e h u -
p e n y u h w a v o h w e k a r e h u n o s h o r e k a , k a n a k u e d z a k u z v i -
r a t i d z a s e v a n h u v a k a k o s h a k u p i n d a Z A N U p a c h a y o . 
H u n u h w a k a d a i h u n o k o n z e r a k u s a w i r i r a n a n e m a k a k a -
t a n w a m u m u s a n g a n o , z v e k u t i h u n o f a n i r a k u n g e h u c h i -
r e g w a z v a c h o s e k u n y a n y a n e n h e n g o i t s v a . 
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Letters to the Editor 
Africa: A Store House for Raw Materials 
Dear Editor 
When observing 'Africa Day ' the people 
of Africa reflect on the fight for freedom 
in which many gallant sons laid their lives 
for the sacred continent. Apart from col
onial dominat ion and subjugation, the 
imper ia l i s t c o u n t r i e s of the west 
plundered the natural resources of the 
continent. Many decades have passed 
since some of the countries of Africa 
gained independence but still the conti
nent is. still considered as nothing more 
than a supplier of raw materials. This is 
why the imperialist countries are taking 
the continent to be of strategic impor
tance. This Intercast is derived from the 
fact that Africa tops the list of mineral 
producing countries. Vast oil and natural 
gas reserves are found and have been 
developed in Libya, Algeria, Angola , 
Nigeria. Western monopolies are bent on 
further exploiting the peoples of the con
tinent while ignoring the needs of these 
people ' s countr ies th rough unequal 
trading pat terns. 

Since the last few years, the USA has 
become the major consumer of African 
manganese, cobalt, plat inum, chromites, 
d iamonds, bauxites and increased oil. 
Particular mention should be made of 
chromium which is used to make 
superhard alloys. This is used for jet 
engines and armoured pjates. It is 
therefore an important corriponent in all 
types of steel. 95 per cent of this 
chromium is located in Zimbabwe and 
South Africa. This is why the United 
States of America and its 'western allies 
have been refusing to impose comprehen
sive and mandatory sanctions against the 
racist South African regime, at the ex
pense of freedom for the people of 
Namibia and South Africa. 

It is very true that without African 
platinum, no jet or even automobiles can 
be manufactured in the west. Modern 
technology reveal that without this impor
tant metal there could be no means of 
converting crude oil into gasoline and 
aviation kerosine. When the former US 
Secretary of State Alexander Haig was 
still President of (United Technologies 
Corporat ion) a leading manufacturer of 
missiles and military aircraft, the former 
Secretary of State said, "Africa is a 
critical resource area, the loss of which 
could bring the severest consequences to 
the existing economic and security 
framework of the wes t . " This is why the 

USA considers Africa a priority towards 
its so-called national security. To this ef
fect South Africa fits in with the im
perialist plans for the future of Africa and 
Southern Africa in particular. While the 
USA considers this region of strategic im
por tance to Washington, the economic 
factor is also linked to the USA im
perialist military and political strategy. 
The countries of the west are now 
prepared to grab the raw materials of 
Africa, hand over fists. The fact that the 
countries of Africa were subjected to col
onialism and have not yet developed to 
make fuller use of their natural resources, 
the imperialist powers are using the long 
established institutions like Banks and 
money lender organisations like the IMF, 
IDB and even private banks to continue 
to plunder African resources and paying 
very little for the raw materials extracted 
from this cont inent . Even the foreign 
policy of the USA on Africa is now 
dependent on the importance of this im
perialist plan. 

Yours, 
Alan Clarke 

National Disciplinary 
Code 
Dear Editor 
As viewed by the workers, it is now eight 
months after the enactment of the Labour 
Relations Act and the arguments by 
bourgeoisie representatives in parliament 
are still fresh in the minds of the work
ing class. Amongst those arguments were 
such remarks like, " the legislation em
phasised the rights of employees but there 
were no fundamental rights mentioned 
for employers" and " the tail will now 
wag the d o g " . 

Given such arguments one would con
clude that the same masters of the 
representatives have found the need to 
change the faces of their soldiers because 
of the different battle fields. In other 
words the tactics which can be applied in 
parliament are different from those tac
tics which one uses outside the parlia
ment , in order to regain the invaded 
territory. 

The class struggle is becoming more 
clearer when one looks back to the In
dustrial Conciliation era only t o discover 
that no employer ever mourned for a 
disciplinary code. It is a fact that during 
this dynasty there was no need for this 
type of code because their judiciary and 
state machinery were comprehensive such 
that workers were exploited and dismiss

ed as the bourgeoisie wished. By introduc
ing a disciplinary code the bourgeoisie 
s tands to gain and the working class will 
stand at a disadvantage because 
(1) the code will only be there to 

d i s c i p l i n e w o r k e r s a n d never 
management . 

(2) the ownership of the means of pro
duction will remain to influence the 
judgements . 

If the disciplinary code is going to 
discipline members of management which 
is very douli(tful it will be a spleiidid j ob 
by bourgeoisie for the first time in the 
history of the world, towards justice. 

It is undisputable that workers con-
siousness has raised significantly during 
the six years of our independence t han the 
time of colonialism which indicates that 
forced laws are not the answers to both 
social and economic problems. During 
the same period of independence the pro
ductivity of an individual worker to the 
average has almost doubled. This is at
tributed to the seminars being organised 
by the Par ty , Z . C . T . U . and the pro
gressive international organizations and 
the effective role of the Labour Relations 
Act. With the continuat ion of this type 
of idiological education we are sure of 
reaping positive results contrary to the-
need of a code. The implementat ion of 
l .L .O . Convent ion 140 will also see 
Z .C .T .U. effectively implement its educa
tion programmes. 

The question which is being raised by 
every concerned worker is what has caus
ed the demand of the disciplinary code 
after six years of independence and only 
eight months after the enactment of the 
Labour Relations Act? . 

Considering the last arguments in 
parliament when the Labour Relations 
Bill was being debated it is clear that the 
employers would want to see a situation 
were the code supersede some of the 
Labour Relations Act Clauses those 
which deal with dismissals. 

Buorgeoisie representatives claim that 
the law is strictly rigid when it comes to 
dismissing unwanted workers. One would 
argue that the employer according to the 
Act still reserves the right to determine 
and recommend a dismissal. He also has 
the right to decide on the profits of the 
company unlike his counterpar t ( the 
worker) . The only burden which he may 
cry against must be that of consulting the 
Ministry of Labour when he wants to 
dismiss an employee. 

One would be justified to conclude that 
those who where defeated in parl iament 
want to regain what they still claim invad
ed territories tooth to nail, their efforts 
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will never l ire a n d their n e o c o m p r a d o r . s 
will per i sh . T h e ir i i ih is, p rof i t s will 
b e c o m e s e c o n d a r y . 

The re is a danger of having dup l i ca t ion 
of laws and codes in s o m e capitalist c o u n 
tries thereby e n h a n c i n g cap i t a l i sm a n d 
weakening the work ing class which has n o 
legal access . 

C o n t r a r y t o g o v e r n m e n t s ta ted policies 
of Scientific Social ism b a s e d on Marx i s t -
Lennis t p h i l o s o p h y we are g o i n g t o 
witness yet a n o t h e r b iased and con fus ing 
code affecting w o r k e r s and no th ing to d o 
with m a n a g e m e n t fal ibil i t ies. 

It i.s my belief that laws or codes shou ld 
supplement idiological educa t ion a n d not 
vice-versa . 

Pas t exper ience has s h o w n tha t in a 
capitalist society like Z i m b a b w e , w o r k e r s 
a r e more d isc ip l ined t h a n their c o u n t e r 
pa r t s desp i te f requent ly falling prey t o 
m a n a g e m e n t p r o v o c a t i o n s . 

I f let to pass the d i sc ip l ina ry c o d e 
would sec i n c o m p a t i b l e with even t h e 
liberal a p p r o a c h to w o r k e r s pa r t i c ipa t i on 
which the bou rgeo i s i e a r e in f a v o u r of, 
workers will not decide p roduc t ion targets 
and the genera l r u n n i n g of t he en t e rp r i s e 
when his fate is not g u a r a n t e e d , o n e m a y 
a rgue . 

As I see it | l i e c o d e will d o n o t h i n g 
m o r e t h a n to d i s a d v a n t a g e the w o r k e r s . 
T h e devil you k n o w is be t te r t h a n the 
devil you d o no t k n o w . 
'Aluta Continua' 
BY Remus Makuwaza 

America 's dirty 
warfare 
D e a r E d i t o r 
Ear ly this year several W e s t e r n a n d 
Af r i can N e w s p a p e r s " ( N e w Y o r k T i m e s 
1 6 - 1 7 . 1 2 . 8 6 ) " I n t e r n a t i o n a l H e r a l d 
T r i b u t e 9 .02 .87 . " N e w Niger ian 14.01.87 
a n d o t h e r s " r e p o r t e d o n the a i d s ex
p e r i m e n t s ca r r ied out by U n i t e d S ta t e s of 
A m e r i c a a n d F r a n c e on h u i n a n be ings in 
Z a i r e . T h o u g h the a l leged a im of t h e 
r e sea rch ca r r i ed o u t t he re is t h e c r e a t i o n 
of an effective cu re for t he killer d i sease . 
It is q u i t e c lear t ha t t he U . S . A . a r e o n c e 
a g a i n using a n A f r i c a n c o u n t r y a n d its 
p e o p l e as a tes t ing g r o u n d t h e way they 
ac t ed be fo re in a n u m b e r of c o u n t r i e s . 

Desp i t e i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r o t e s t s . F o r in
s t a n c e it is widely k n o w n t h a t s imi lar a c 
t i v i t i e s w e r e d i s c l o s e d I L A H O R 
M E D I C A L l . A B O R A T O R 
( P A K I S T A X N ) w h e n P e n t a g o n specia l is ts 
c o n d u c t e d their biological tes ts . Last year 
t he U . S . A . u n d e r the p r e s s u r e of t he 
•Argentine g o v e r n m e n t had s c r a p p e d its 
genes m u t a t i o n s p r o g r a m m e conduc ted in 
that c o u n t r y . T h e c l i a rac te r of t he ex
per iments u n d e r w a y in Kinshasa indicates 
tha t A m e r i c a n s cons ide r A I D S as p o t e n 
tial var ie ty of w a r f a r e , a n d a r e g a t h e r i n g 
d a t a on in fec t iona l pecu l ia r i t i es of t he 
disease , observing an unident if ied n u m b e r 
of de l ibe ra te ly p re - in fec ted by a ids of 
\ i r u s Z a i r i a n s . a n d r e f u g e e s f r o m 

n e i g h b o u r i n g co \ iu t r i e s . 
T h e scope a n d essence of t he cu r ren t 

tests in Z a i r e r e m i n d s us to a great ex ten t 
t he e x p e r i m e n t s of 1945 in .Japan af ter 
a t o m i c b o m b i n g of H i r o s h i m a a n d 
N a g a s a k i . T h e r e the A m e r i c a n s a p a r t 
f rom t rea t ing the \, were testing the 
resul ts o f nuc l ea r exp lo s ions on h u m a n 
hea l th wi th the a im of mod i fy ing a t o m i c 
w e a p o n s . T h u s , it seems t o be clear w h y 
the version of Afr ican origin of A I D S was 
i n v e n t e d in U S A a n d is be ing so wide ly 
publicised by A m e r i c a n s . T h e current a ids 
r e sea rch in Z a i r e wh ich it ivolves i n t e r n a 
t ional infect ion of Afr icans wi th the virus 
m a y c a u s e a w ide scale e p i d e m i c of t he 
killer d i sease in Af r i ca , t h u s , p r o v i d i n g 
A f r i c a n vers ion of A I D S so c o m f o r t a b l e 
for t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . 

T h e a i d s e x p e r i m e n t s in Z a i r e c o u l d 
a l so be re la ted t o t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of 
gene t i c w e a p o n s wh ich cou ld selectively 
affect b l acks o n l y . 

T h e U S A ' h a v e a l legedly c o n c l u d e d a n 
a g r e e m e n t wi th racist S o u t h Afr ica en
visaging the research da t a exchange in this 
field wi th the i r racis t ally. 

A f r i c a n s ta tes s h o u l d reso lu tey press 
the g o v e r n m e n t of Z a i r e t o r e p o r t on the 
essence of the .American research work in 
Kinsl iasa a n d g u a r a n t e e secur i ty of t h e 
n e i g h b o u r i n g c o i m t r i e s b e a r i n g in m i n d 
poss ib le d a n g e r o u s c o n s e q u e n c e s of such 
e x p e r i m e n t s . 

By Mi/fu/ia 

speech of the President are 
quoted below for the benefit 
and information of our 
readers:-
" W e r e c o g n i s e d a t o u r l a s t m e e t i n g 
t h a t o u r P a r t y r e s t r u c t u r i n g a n d r e -
o r g a n i s a t i o n a l p r o g r a m m e w a s s t i l l 
t o b e a c c o m p l i s f i e d I n t e r m s o f i t s 
f i n a l p h a s e s o o u r r e g i s t r a t i o n a n d 
s t a t i s t i c a l e x e r c i s e c o u l d a l s o b e g i n . 
T h e C o m m i s s a r i a t , w h i c h i s t h e 
D e p a r t m e n t o f t h e C e n t r a l c o m m i t t e e 
c h a r g e d w i t h t h e t a s k o f o r g a n i s i n g 
t h e r e s t r u c t u r i n g p r o g r a m m e a n d t h e 
r e g i s t r a t i o n e x e r c i s e , a p p e a r s g e a r e d 
f o r a c t i o n . T h e D e p a r t m e n t h a s 
p r e p a r e d s p e c i m e n s o f r e g i s t r a t i o n 
d o c u m e n t s w h i c h I t w i l l r e c o m m e n d 
f o r o u r a p p r o v a l . 

" I r a i s e d t h i s v i t a l I s s u e o f P a r t y r e 
o r g a n i s a t i o n a n d r e s t r u c t u r i n g w i t h 
t h e s a m e v i g o u r a n d e m p h a s i s a s I 
h a v e d o n e I n t h e p a s t b e c a u s e , n o w 
m o r e t h a n b e f o r e , o u r P a r t y , w h i c h 
c a r r i e s t h e p r i m a r y b u r d e n o f i n 
i t i a t i n g c o n s t i t u t i o n a l r e f o r m s e n 
v i s a g e d f o r t h i s y e a r a n d t h e n e x t f e w 
y e a r s , m u s t n o t b e f o u n d w a n t i n g . 

Party 
Reorganisation 
and Restructuring 
is Main Tasic for 
1987 — President 
The First Secretary and Presi- months of this year. He refer-
dent, Comrade Robert red to several important issues 
Mugabe, told the Central Com- facing us this year, drought, 
mittee during the meeting held constitutional changes, and 
in Harare on April 10th, 1987 national unity, but returned 
that the reorganisation and again and again to the theme 
restructuring of the Party of reorganisation and restruc-
organs was the main task for turing of Party organs, 
the Party in the remaining Parts of the hardhitting 
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The Party must play its own role in organising the people to withstand the adversity stemming from the drought 

W e m u s t d e m o n s t r a t e a v i a b i l i t y , i n 
t e r m s o f o u r a b i l i t y a n d c a p a b i l i t y , 
w h i c h e n a b l e s u s t o l e a d t h e n a t i o n 
a s w e p r o f e r i t t h a t g u i d a n c e w h i c h 
i t n e e d s f o r i t s c o n s o l i d a t i o n a n d t h e 
s u s t e n a n c e o f i t s s o v e r e i g n t y . T h i s 
y e a r m u s t , t h e r e f o r e , s e e u s c o n c l u d e 
a t a s k w h i c h h a s r e m a i n e d p e n d i n g 
f o r t o o l o n g a p e r i o d . 

" A n a g r e e d a n d w e l l - p l a n n e d 
o r g a n i s a t i o n a l p r o g r a m m e f o r e a c h 
o f o u r n i n e P a r t y p r o v i n c e s m u s t b e 
e x a m i n e d b y t h i s C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e 
i n a g i v e n t i m e c o n t e x t , w h i c h m u s t 
a l s o t a k e i n t o a c c o u n t t h e o r g a n i s a 
t i o n a l m a n p o w e r t o b e i n v o l v e d i n t h e 
e x e r c i s e . I f t h i s e x e r c i s e i s p l a n n e d 
t o s t a r t a t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f M a y , o n e 
c a n h o p e t h a t b y t h e e n d o f 
S e p t e m b e r a l l o r m o s t o f t h e p r o 
v i n c e s w i l l h a v e b e e n f u l l y c o v e r e d . 
A g a i n t h e e m p h a s i s o n a d e f i n i t e 
t i m e - t a b l e i s n e c e s s a r y , w h i l e b o t h 
t h e o r g a n i s a t i o n a l d i s t r i c t a r e a s t o b e 
c o v e r e d a n d t h e p r o v i n c i a l a n d 
d i s t r i c t m a n p o w e r t o b e d e p l o y e d 
s h o u l d b e w e l l w o r k e d o u t a n d a s c e r 
t a i n e d i n a d v a n c e . W h a t I a m t r y i n g 

t o s t r e s s i s t h e n e e d f o r a d e f i n i t e 
s y s t e m a t i c a p p r o a c h t o t h e e x e r c i s e , 
o t h e r w i s e i t w i l l t u r n o u t t o b e 
h a p h a z a r d , i f n o t a c t u a l l y c h a o t i c . 

" A l l C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s 
s h o u l d , a s a g r e e d b e f o r e , b e 
d e p l o y e d i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e 
o r g a n i s a t i o n a l s c h e d u l e o f t h e C o m 
m i s s a r i a t , t h e i r r o l e a n d t a s k s b e i n g 
c l e a r l y d e f i n e d i n a d v a n c e . I a m s u r e 
t h a t t h i s w i d e I n v o l v e m e n t o f t h e 
C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e w i l l b e w e l c o m e 
b y t h e p e o p l e i n g e n e r a l a s I t w i l l a f 
f o r d t h e m a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o m e e t a n d 
i n t e r a c t w i t h t h e i r l e a d e r s . I h a v e n o 
d o u b t t h a t i t w i l l a l s o h a v e t h e e f f e c t 
o f e d u c a t i n g u s f a l l C e n t r a l C o m m i t 
t e e m e m b e r s , n o t o n l y o n t h e s t a n 
d i n g o f t h e P a r t y i n t h e v a r i o u s a r e a s 
o f t h e c o u n t r y b u t a l s o o n a n y o t h e r 
p r o b l e m s f a c i n g o u r p e o p l e . 

Special Production 
Thrust 

" T h i s y e a r , c o n t r a r y t o t h e e x p e c t a 
t i o n s w e c h e r i s h e d l a s t y e a r , w i l l t u r n 

o u t t o b e t h e w o r s t d r o u g h t , y e a r 
s i n c e I n d e p e n d e n c e . T h e c r o p w h i c h 
h a s b e e n m o s t s e r i o u s l y h i t i s n o n e 
o t h e r t h a n m a i z e . I n p r a c t i c a l l y e v e r y 
P r o v i n c e , i f n o t d i s t r i c t , t h o u g h s o m e 
a r e a s a r e m o r e h a r d h i t t h a n o t h e r s , 
t h e r e w i l l b e a g r e a t d e m a n d f o r f o o d , 
a n d f o o d i s n o t j u s t m a i z e , b u t b e a n s , 
n y i m o , v e g e t a b l e s , m i l k a n d m e a t , a l l 
o f w h i c h w i l l b e i n s h o r t s u p p l y . T h e 
P a r t y m u s t p l a y i t s o w n r o t e i n 
o r g a n i s i n g t h e p e o p l e t o w i t h s t a n d 
t h e a d v e r s i t y s t e m m i n g f r o m t h e 
d r o u g h t . N o d o u b t . G o v e r n m e n t w i l l 
c o n t i n u e t o p l a y i t s o w n p a r t b y m a k 
i n g f o o d a v a i l a b l e i n a l l d r o u g h t -
s t r i c k e n a r e a s . H o w e v e r , s i n c e t h e 
r e l i e f p l a n a s c o n c e i v e d i s t o o r g a n i s e 
f o o d - f o r - w o r k p r o j e c t s , t h e P a r t y c a n 
a s s i s t t r e m e n d o u s l y b y , f i r s t l y , h e l p 
i n g i n t h e a c t u a l o r g a n i s a t i o n o f t h e 
p r o j e c t s a n d t h e m o b i l i s a t i o n o f t h e 
p e o p l e o n t h e m , a n d s e c o n d l y , b y 
a s s i s t i n g i n t h e f o o d d i s t r i b u t i o n p r o 
c e s s i t s e l f , w h e r e s u c h d i s t r i b u t i o n 
w i l l b e n e c e s s a r y . 

I t i s p o s s i b l e t o m a k e v i r t u e o f o u r 
n e c e s s i t y o r a d v e r s i t y i f w e s e i z e t h e 
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opportunity offered by the cun-ent en
thusiasm of the rural population to 
engage in food-for-,work projects and 
proceed to organise, district by 
district, communal projects which, 
after completion, will cause an im
provement in rural life. I have in mind 
such projects as road, bridge and 
dam construct ion, brick-making, 
piped water schemes, , paddocHing, 
building of schools and cl inics, and 
any others which are possible in the 
given area. Those who are employed 
on such projects would naturally be 
paid a wage to enable th6m to buy 
food. 

Apart from such projects, there is 
need also for the Party to take a more 
active part than before in helping to 
organise cooperatives and other self-
help pro jec ts . Where water is 
available, the growing of vegetables 
is a definite necessity this year if 
malnutrition is to be curbed. Similar
ly, we must encourage poultries, rab-
bltries and piggeries. Our extensfon 
workers must vigorously set to work, 
so production can be in volumes that 
will benefit not only the producers 
but also a vast area of consumers. 

The year 1987 calls for a far greater 
input of directed energy, that is 
organised and guided labour along 
well-defined production lines, than 
did, perhaps, the year 1986. We have 
to realise that the wages of the com
munal population are by and large 
their earnings from their agricultural 
products. And when these products 
completely fail through some natural 
hazards like this year's drought, then 
the arm of poverty and desperation 
will have struck. I t i s a s if t h e w h o l e 
d r o u g h t - s t r i c k e n c o m m u n i t y h a s , i n 
o n e strol<e, b e e n r e t r e n c h e d w i t h o u t 
p a y a n d r e n d e r e d u n e m p l o y e d . Let us 
think of their plight in terms of food, 
clothing, school-fees and other finan
cial family obligations over a twelve
month period during which they are 
completely deprived of earnings from 
their fields. 

It Is this reckoning which impels 
me to urge you to turn yourselves one 
and all into practical leaders of pro
jects in various spheres of potential 
productive activities. In other words, 
let us, to the extentthat it is possi
ble to do so, provide such program
mes as will enable our communal 
population to earn at least sub
sistence incomes so that the year will 
not be as bleak as circumstances 
suggest. 

work independently of either Govern
ment or other agencies, organisa
tions and entities already operating 
or tasked to operate in the fields 
where productive programmes are 
possible. Whatever the situation 
regarding the initiators of projects or 
programmes, the crucial role in 
mobilising and motivating the people 
to participate in such projects or pro
grammes is that of the Party. The Par
ty is thus called upon to play its 
historic and guiding role in ensuring 
max imum mobi l isa t ion of the 
communities. 

Constitutional Reform 
"Although the year 1987 will go down 
as one of our worst drought years, let 
us a lso remember that from both a 
political and constitutional point of 
view, it is a year during which our na
tional sovereignty will see the unjust 
and undemocratic shackles on it 
finally give way. The Lancaster 
House Constitution, as you know, 
contains a number of entrenched 
c lauses , such a s those providing for 
racial representation and stipulating 
conditions governing the acquisition 
of property, which cannot be amend
ed save by an affirmative vote of the 
total composition of the House. 
Thus , the requirement, to date, has 
been that the House of Assembly, 
composed of 100 members, must 
have a total " Y e s " vote if such 
c lauses are to be amended. However, 
the Constitution also provided that 
this rigidity should have a lasting 
validity of only seven years after 
w h i c h It would be sub jec t to 
amendment. 

"Over and above our constitutional 
ability to amend the entrenched 
c lauses , we shall also be examining 
other aspects of the Constitution 
s u c h as the bicameral versus the 
un icamera l s y s t e m , execu t ive 
presidency, constitutional role of the 
Party, the enhancement of the role of 
members of Parliament, the political 
system that we desire, and simitar 
other issues . 

"Whilst the task to examine possi
ble const i tut ional reforms has 
already been assigned to the Ministry 
of Just ice , Legal and Parliamentary 
Affairs, the Party should remain the 
principal actor and so initiator of 
these reforms. The nature and 
character of the Constitution of the 
Republic of Zimbabwe should now be 
determined by no one e lse but the 
people of Zimbabwe. The people of 
Zimbabwe have thrown their political 
weight behind ZANU as their political 
vanguard. It is, therefore, our political 
responsibility as the Party to give the 

people a Constitution which is an em
bodiment of their own political views 
and aspirations. A political system 
that reflects our political history and 
philosophical beliefs, and which 
should be tailored to Zimbabwean re
quirements and conditions, should 
now become our pre-occupation so 
it can be enshrined in the new Con
stitution we shall be working on. 

" the Party's Central Committee 
must now task its Political and Policy 
Committee to examine, through its 
legal sub-committee, these political-
cum-constitutional questions and 
make recommendations or proposals 
to the Central Committee, which we 
should d i s c u s s in some detail, 
preferably at the next ordinary ses 
sion of the Central or at an extraor
dinary or special sess ion . Once our 
views are clear and synchronised dn 
them as the Central Committee, we 
can then undertake the task of 
educating our people on them. 
Perhaps some aspects might call for 
greater consultation with our various 
communit ies before the Central 
Committee is called upon to debate 
and adopt the proposals, so it can 
have the benefit of the views secured 
after consultation. The exercise is 
quite a mammoth one and no one 
should under-estimate it. Every 
member of the Central Committee 
should be very clear about all aspects 
of the Constitution at the end of the 
day. What this means is that the 
amendment proposals which are 
made regarding the Constitution 
should be thoroughly debated by us 
and simple, but full, explanation 
made for the benefit of those of us 
who do not have sufficient mastery 
of the English language. 

Leaderstlip Code 
"It must be the wish of some 
amongst us that we cease raising 
this.question, because they must be 
finding it embarrassing if not unner
ving. The nature and quality of our 
Social ist principles demand that 
leadership be upright and principled. 
The choice before us is, therefore, 
that we either respect the principles 
of our socialist philosophy or we 
abandon them- and the very 
philosophy on which they rest, and 
hence become ideological apostates. 
Some of us are not prepared for this 
kind of ideological back-tracking, not 
only on the basis of ideological prin
ciple but also in theljelief that those' 
who have been thrust into leadership 
by the people must not take advan
tage of that leadership opportunity to 
a m a s s wealth at the expense of the 
people. 
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"Accordingly, we feel that the 
Code must be strictly adhered to by 
all of us if we still want to serve the 
people honestly and in accordance 
with the ideological principles of the 
socialist philosophy we, as a Party, 
have adopted. This Central Commit
tee must assume its responsibility 
and finally determine the position of 
those of us who have Infringed the 
Leadership Code. Otherwise our 
credibility as leaders is completely 
lost and those who in the past have 
looked up to us for honest guidance 
and leadership will begin to feel 
cheated and disenchanted. I call for 
firmness, for the matter of infr
ingements cannot for ever remain 
undetermined, recurring on every 
agenda of our meetings and 
demonstrating an indecisiveness on 
our part. 

"The mobilisation of our youth in 
accordance with the above-stated 
programmes is an extremely urgent 
matter. The Party must gear itself to 
performing its key role in ensuring a 
successful mobilisation of the youth 
and rendering political and 
ideological guidance in the context 
of the overall training programme," 
he concluded. 

National Service 
"As you are already aware, we are 
contemplating the introduction of 
National Service at the end of this 
year. After seven years of In
dependence, it has surely become 
necessary that we ensure the full 
development of our youth in a man
ner which raises their sense of loyal
ty and dedication to the service of the 
Nation, at the same time as we pro
vide them with some initial mlllitary 
training which can be built upon in 
the future as we contihue to shape 
them into future leaders and 
defenders of our Freedom, In
dependence and National 
Sovereignty. 

"On the military side, a Ministry of 
Defence team has been examining a 
possible programme which, among 
other aspects, will encompass 
military training and have a definite 
duration. 

"The view we hold is that all young 
boys and girls who will have reach
ed Form IV or the "O" Level stage, 
should, at the end of their final year, 
commence a programme of rratlonal 

service lasting a given period, 
perhaps six months for a start. 
Thereafter, they can return to their 
respective educational programmes 
or seek employment.Obviously, the 
programme would, at the beginning, 
not be able to encompass all the 
students who will be yielded by the 
educational system at the end of the 
year. Their training might, therefore, 
haye to be staggered. 

In respect of the youth without 
jobs, Government has been working 
on a more general national youth ser
vice programme which will, when 
estatjiished, provide skills training at 
determined practical levels. Such 
skills would lie in various socio
economic fields and the main objec
tive would be to turn the student in
to an individual who not only can be 
employed on the basis of the newly 
developed skill he possesses but one 
who also has an enhanced self-
reliance capability. The virtues of 
loyalty, discipline, public 
spiritedness, and readiness to assist 
others should be taught. The training 
centres established for the pro
gramme will naturally promote 
socialism through both theoretical 
and practical lessons. 

PAN AFRICANISM 
The basis for Liberation 

Africa Day to the people of this continent reflects the fight against 
colonialism. There is no way one can write or talk about "AfricaDay" 
without reference to African liberation and Pan Africanism in 
particular. 
African mass resistance to colonisation 
dates back to the 19th century when the 
British, French, Belgians and Portuguese 
decided at the Berlin Congress in 1885 to 
share out Africa between themselves, an 
imperialist plan to divide Africa during 
the so-called great rush for colonies, or 
the partition of Africa. 

The founding of the Organisation of 
African Unity in May, 1963 was in pur
suit of African resistance against col
onialism as that of the 19th century. The 
people of Africa though colonised, did 
not accept conquest easily and to 

strengthen this historical phenomenon, 
the OAU was founded as an organisation 
of African independent states' struggle 
against colonialism. 

The people of Ghana (the Gold Coast 
as it was known) like the people of South 
Africa, Zimbabwe, Mozambique and 
many others faced the enemy with great 
determination but were subdued by 
superior weaponry. This did not stop 
them from all forms of struggle and 
resistance. In some cases the struggle for 
the liberation of Africa took a long time 
and in some cases short but difficult 

forms of struggle. Ghana which I have 
made reference to, mass resistance took 
60 years and that country won its in
dependence in 1957 under the leadership 
of Pan Africanist Dr. Nkwame 
Nkrumah. 

Ghana having established itself as an 
independent state under Dr. Nkrumah set 
the precedent to African Liberation. 
Though the struggle in many African 
countries did not take the same form of 
struggle for lil)eration an impetus was set 
to f r ^ the peoples of all lands under col
onial occupation. Pan African 
Movements were already working in these 
countri^ towards a continental front. In 
Southern Africa, for instance, the African 
National Congress represented the 
demands of the People of South Africa, 
Lesotho, Botswana, Swaziland, Zim-
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Oppression of man 
by man is 
Wrong-Nyerere 

babwe, Malawi and Zambia, all territories 
under British colonisation. 

As the struggle intensified, the leaders 
of the Pan African-sub region formed 
authentic nationalist movements to fight 
for independence in their different 
countries. 

"The total liberation of Africa 
under an all African socialist 
government must be the 
primary objective of all Black 
revolutionaries throughout the 
world." 

Prime Minister and latter President of 
Ghana , Dr. Nkrumah set the history of 
that struggle by estabHshing a Journal 
" T h e S p a r k " to urge and propagate his 
views about African Unity against im
perialism, whether in its colonial or neo-
colonialist form, against racialism and 
economic under-development. 

The imperialists were not happy about 
the advance of the African liberation 
struggle and were ready to seek for 
reasons of de-colonisation. The people of 
the Congo now Zaire were engaged in 
struggle under the leadership of one of 
Africa's heroes of struggle C o m r a d e 
Patrice Lumumba . Once the people 's 
government under Comrade L u m u m b a 
was elected to power the imperialist flock
ed to that country like vultures and 
eliminated the Congolese peoples' leader. 
Neo-colonialism surfaced in that country 
under a different form. 

Having drawn lessons from the history 

of colonisation and irrlpenaiism, the 
Organisat ion of African Unity (OAU) 
was founded by African leaders as an im
por tan t instrument of anti-colonial and 
anti-imperialist struggle. This continen
tal established organisat ion made a ma
jor contribution to the elimination of col
on ia l rule on the c o n t i n e n t . This 
strengthened unity among the people of 
Africa in defence of their sovereignty, in
d e p e n d e n c e , i n t e g r i t y as well as 
establishing inter-state political and 
economic cooperat ion. Africa Day is 
therefore a day when the peoples of this 
continent re-dedicate themselves to the 
struggle for which many of our gallant 
sons and daughters died. 

The spectre of l iberation and in
dependence had two facets, the first, by 
which many countries in Africa got their 
freedom, the latter adopted armed strug
gle as a means to independence. This 
brings into mind the Mau M a u of Kenya 
who started their armed struggle in 1952 
and that country became independent in 
1962. Algerians took arms on the 1st of 
November 1954, and indeed the French 
felt t he pinch of that struggle under the 
leadership of Comrade Ahmed Ben Bella 
and the National Front for the Liberation 
of Algeria. 

The French, as imperialist sort to thwart 
the revolutionary spectre of the African 
people by grant ing independence to the 
colonies in the form of Bantustans or ex
ternal colonies a pat tern adopted by the 
Portuguese earlier. In the Cameroons, the 
people were waging a strong resistance to 
French neo-colonialism. In Guinea, the 
masses led by Comrade Sekoue Toure 
resisted the French peace-meal surrender 
and demanded total independence, in 

1958. Pan African views were heard in all 
fora on Africa at the United Nat ions . 
Those of the African leaders like C o m 
rade Jul ius Kambarage Nyerere of 
Tanganyika now Tanzania once delayed 
their own independence to propagate for 
the independence of Kenya and Uganda . 
Through concerted efforts and commit
ment to freedom, the peoples of Africa 
helped each other to free the remaining 
countries still under colonial dominat ion. 

When the Organisation of African Uni
ty was formed there were only 32 indepen
dent African countries. The leaders of 
these countries assembled in Addis 
Ababa-Ethidpia now the sit of the O A U 
with the objectives of enhancing ' the 
liberation of the cont inent . These objec
tives were two-fold. Africa sought both 
political and economic emancipat ion 
from colonial and imperialist subjugation 
and domina t ion , to unite against exter
nal imperialist invasion and suppression. 
The two objectives are inseperable, for 
they complement each other . 

Ethiopia has not been colonised and 
played the role of parent to the leading 
countries like G h a n a , Egypt and many 
others whose leaders deplored colonisa
tion and the quest to seize the opportunity 
to emerge from the first phase of African 
colonisation. This was a realisation of the 
roots of the African peoples whose con
tinent was devided by the imperial powers 
and its borders measured by ruler to 
create seperate colonies for the five col
onialist countries of Europe . 

The formation of the O A U speeded up 
the independence of some.of the remain
ing countries of Africa in that support for 
ihe struggle increa.sed. Many countries in 
West ,East , Equator ia l , Central Africa 



Comrade Josiah Magama Tongorara 

gained their independence in the 60's. The 
remaining Sub Saharan countries remain
ed under settler colonialism. In the former 
Portuguese colonies the colonial power 
sort means and ways of establishing neo-
colonial states by giving them territorial 
status. A form of neo-colonisation ad
vanced by the French to their ex-
territories in the form of COMECON. 

The parent relationship between the 
French colonialists and the newly in
dependent states. The peoples of Guinea 
Bissau, Angola and Mozambique were 
engaged in a vigorous struggle and in the 
70s the Portuguese surrendered power to 
the people. This struggle like that of Zim
babwe got assistance from the OAU 
through the Liberation Committee which 
had been formed in 1964 and its head
quarters based in Dar-Es-Salaam a coun
try that was totally committed to the 
liberation of the continent. Comrade 
Julius Mwalimu Nyerere, became a well 
known African Statesman by his support 
to the liberation movements of Central 
and Southern Africa. 

"In Africa there should be 
no "aliens" all are Africans. It 
is around the African people's 
struggles for liberation and 
unification that African or 
Black culture will take shape 
and substance." 

As the struggle for liberation grew in 
scope in the non-independent countries of 
Africa, the OAU set up sub offices of the 
Liberation Committee to help the libera
tion movements expand revolutionary ac
tions in their countries. African Na
tionalism or Pan Africanism which had 
bred armed struggle saw the intensifica
tion of that struggle in Zimbabwe.. With 
material and moral support from African 
countries and Socialist states, Zimbabwe 
was liberated and ZANU (PF) under the 
leadership of the First Secretary and 
President, Comrade R.G. Mugabe, Zim
babwe took its seat in the OAU as a 
meniber of the organisation. The strug
gle for the freedom of Zimbabwe was not 
an easy one but a bitter and long strug
gle that resulted in the loss of many great 
sons of the African revolution. Among 
them were heroes like Comrade. L. 
Takawira, Comrade H. Chitepo and 
Comrade J.M. Torigogara. 

In celebrating the founding of the 
OAU, Africa Day, the organisation's ef
forts are now concentrated on resolving 
Africa's central problem, that of the 
liberation of South Africa and Namibia. 
The Saharawi Arab Democractic State 
issue is an OAU responsibility and the 
Chad's internal strife. 

The OAU has a duty to Africa's pro-
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blems in political, economic ahd social. 
Through its agencies like the liberation 
Committee, the struggle for the liberation 
of South Africa and Namibia needs the 
commitment of all African leaders of the 
OAU countries and the Frontline States 
to give maximum support and encourage
ment for them to intensify the struggle 
against apartheid. The non-liberated 
peoples of Africa need material, 
diplomatic and moral support for them 
to intensify that struggle and give the 
Botha regime no chance to continue with 
its destaSiUsation policy of the Frontline 
States. To sustain the struggle inside 
South Africa there is need to pull 
resources together with the oppressed 
masses of South Africa and Namibia. 

Africa, through the OAU has become 
a force to reckon with in international 
relations and now that African countries 
make a third of the United Nations body 
gives the OAU a strong position on the 

I international scene. This has seen a grow
ing awareness in Africa of the in
disputable fact that the African peoples' 
true independence demands the preserva
tion of the unity of the newly independent 
countries and the intensification of their 
joint actions'against imperialism, racism, 
neo-colonialism and the plunder against 
the continent's natural resources. 

Stonger Unity 
In a bid to bring together peoples and na
tions with different pohtical and 
ideological systems of development, the 
OAU held a special Committee meeting 
in 1984 and established a Political Securi
ty Council which is charged with taking 
prompt and effective measures to settle 
conflicts among member states, repel acts 
of aggression against its member States 
in word, a kind of collective security body 
on the African continent. Zimbabwean 
patriotic forces are in Mozambique in line 
with this continental protocol and these 
forces deserve to be commended for the 
job they are doing together with Tanza-
nian and Mozambican patriots. The OAU 
and Africa are helping Mozambique in 
the face of South African aggression 
against a member state of the organisa
tion. Pan Africanism has been 
demonstrated by the moral and material 
support being given to contries in Africa 
which have fallen victim of aggression 
from racist South Africa. 

The efforts of the majority of the newly 
independent states and governments is to 
strengthen unity and cohesion in their 
ranks in the struggle for greater political 
unity and for self-reliance. The 20th and 
21st sessions of the assemblies of Heads 
of States and governments held in Addis 
Ababa in November. 1984 and July, 1985 
cementea this resolve, ihis continental 
organisation has since gained a lot of ex
perience, positive to greater unity and ex-

prience in strengthening the relations and 
repeUing imperialist enchroachments on 
the freedom and independence of the 
newly free countries. 

Since the mid 70s the threat to peace 
and security has been possed by the ex-
istance of the racist Pretoria regime. The 
OAU has vigorously opposed South 
African expansionism. This has 
strengthened the continent's military and 
political front. Africa's diplomatic front 
has found support fropi the progressive 
forces as well as Non-Aligned Nations of 
the world. 

Since the independence of Zimbabwe 
in 1980, the continental Organisation has 
increased its support to Namibian and 
South African Liberation movements. 
The position held by the Frontline States 
in support of the struggle in South Africa 
and Namibia has an important impact on 
the continent. The United Nations 
Organisation has recognised the OAU as 
the chief spokesman for Africa. African 
nations' voice is heard much louder in the 
UN because Africa represents a third in 
the world body. 

On the military front the OAU 
established a Commission on Defence in 
1963. Though financial constraints 
hamper the formation of a United 
Military Force much ground has been 
covered towards that direction. This joint 

commission has been meeting on a regular 
basis and has put forward very positive 
and constructive proposals for considera
tions by the Heads of States and Govern
ments. On January 26, 1984 represen
tatives of this Commission met in the 
Ghanaian capital Accra. The OAU pledg
ed to use a united force to repel any South 
African aggression against any of the 
Frontline States. Africa sees South 
African aggression as an undeclared war 
on Africa and has through the UN 
demanded the imposition of comprehen
sive economic sanctions against the 
Pretoria regime. It has called on the 
Pretoria regime to withdraw its forces 
from Southern Angola and Namibia. 
Coordinated efforts show that at no dis
tant future the countries of Africa will be 
able to manufacture small arms as a start 
to recommendations of the Defence 
Commission. 

The 9th Defence Commission held a 
regular session in Harare, May 21 to 29th. 
The OAU Defence Commission's meeting 
of Defence Chiefs was opened by the First 
Secretary and President of ZANU (PF) 
Comrade R .G. Mugabe — Prime 
Minister of Zimbabwe. In his opening 
speech which was read on his behalf by 
the Deputy Prime Minister Comrade 
Simon Muzenda, the Prime Minister said, 
"Without peace and security in Africa 

DIVIDED 
WE FALL 
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" S o c i a l i s m c a n o n l y b e 

a c l i i e v e d t h r o u g h c l a s s s t r u g 
g l e . S o c i a l i s t r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
s t r u g g l e c a n o n l y b e u l t i m a t e l y 
e f f e c t i v e i f i t i s o r g a n i s e d a n d 
i f i t h a s i t s r o o t s i n t h e c l a s s 
s t r u g g l e o f w o r k e r s a n d 
p e a s a n t s , " N y e r e r e . 

t h e r e c a n b e n o s u c c e s s i n i m p r o v i n g 
A f r i c a ' s s o c i o - e c o n o m i c s t a t u s . " H e w a s 
m a k i n g r e f e r e n c e t o S o u t h A f r i c a n a g 
g r e s s i o n a g a i n s t t h e F r o n t h n e S t a t e s a n d 
t h e c o n t i n e n t i n g e h e r a l . T h e O A U a s s i s 
t a n t S e c r e t a r y G e n e r a l C o m r a d e 
B r o w n s o n D e d e s a i d t h a t t h e r e c e n t 
e v e n t s i n A f r i c a w e r e a p o w e r f u l r e m i n d e r 
t h a t t h e e n e m i e s o f A f r i c a w e r e w o r k i n g 
d a y a n d n i g h t t o d e n y t h e i n d e p e n d e n t 
c o u n t r i e s o f A f r i c a t h e i r t o t a l f r e e d o m 
a n d s o v e r e i g n t y . T h e r e c e n t b o m b i n g o f 
Z a m b i a a n d Z i m b a b w e b y S o u t h A f r i c a n 
r a c i s t a g e n t s o f d e a t h s h o w t h e n e e d f o r 
A f r i c a ' s n e e d f o r a c o l l e c t i v e D e f e n c e a n d 
S e c u r i t y s y s t e m . 

C o m r a d e E r n e s t K a d u n g u r e , t h e c u r 
r e n t c h a i r m a n o f t h e D e f e n c e C o m m i s 
s i o n o f t h e O A U s a i d t h a t t h e d e f e n c e 
c h i e f s h a d c o m e u p w i t h r e c o m m e n d a -

An OAU Army to reinforce ttie Liberation IMovements must be established 

t i o n s t h a t w e r e i n p r e p a r a t i o n f o r -
M i n i s t e r s o f D e f e n c e o f t h e O A U . T h e s e 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s w o u l d b e f o r w a r d e d t o 
t h e H e a d s o f S t a t e s a n d G o v e r n m e n t s f o r 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s a n d i m p l e m e n t a t i o j i . S o 
f a r t h e s e c u r i t y f o r c e s o f A f r i c a h a v e b e e n 
e x c h a n g i n g t r a i n i n g e x p e r i e n c e o f t h e i r 
d e f e n c e f o r c e s a n d m u c h g r o u n d h a s b e e n 
c o v e r e d e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e F r o n t l i n e S t a t e s 
w h e r e t h e n e e d i s m o s t u r g e n t . 

T h e O A U m i l i t a r y C o u n c i l h a s p u t 

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s t o t h e i r h e a d s o f S t a t e s 
a n d G o v e r n m e n t s t h a t a P a n A f r i c a n 
D e f e n c e F o r c e i s s t i l l t o b e f u n d e d a s a 
j o i n t s u p r e m e c o m m a n d i n A f r i c a a s e m 
b o d i e d i n a s p e c i a l O A U P r o t o c o l . 

A f r i c a D a y i s t h e C o n t i n e n t ' s L i b e r a t i o n 
D a y . 

/ L U T A C O N T I N U A ! 

L O N G L I V E T H E S T R U G G L E F O R 
F R E E D O M A N D I N D E P E N D E N C E ! 

Only a United Africa can conquer, Imperialism, Neo-colonialism, Racism-Africa for the Africans 
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Our Revolutionary gains must be protected at all costs. 

END APARTHEID 
1987 is regarded by some to become tlie most difficult year 
for Zimbabwe, what with sanctions against South Africa, the 
MNRmenace in /{Mozambique and little understanding from big 
powers which establish policies on Africa which are 
diametrically opposed to African goals, expectations and 
aspirations. 

S a n c t i o n s a g a i n s t S o u t h A f r i c a a r e 
l i k e l y t o b e t h e m a j o r i s s u e a n d c o n 
c e r n o f m o s t o f t h e F r o n t l i n e S t a t e s 
a n d t h e p r o g r e s s i v e w o r l d f o r a s l o n g 
a s t h e a p a r t h e i d r e g i m e c o n t i n u e s i t s 
a p a r t h e i d p o l i c i e s i n S o u t h A f r i c a . 
T h e U n i t e d S t a t e s l e g i s l a t u r e h a s 
b o u n d t h e R e a g a n a d m i n i s t r a t i o n t o 
i m p l e m e n t a n i m p r e s s i v e s a n c t i o n s 
p r o g r a m m e a g a i n s t S o u t h A f r i c a . T h e 
C o m m o n w e a l t h c o u n t r i e s t r i e d t o 
e s t a b l i s h a c o m m o n a p p r o a c h t o 
s a n c t i o n s a g a i n s t S o u t h A f r i c a b u t 
c a m e u p a g a i n s t B r i t i s h G o v e r n 
m e n t ' s l a c k o f u n d e r s t a n d i n g w h i c h 
w a s s h a r e d b y t h e o t h e r E E C 

c o u n t r i e s . 
Z i m b a b w e i s c o m m i t t e d t o i m p l e 

m e n t t h e C o m m o n w e a l t h p a c k a g e o f 
s a n c t i o n s . T h e m o s t i n t e r e s t i n g i t e m 
w i t h i n t h e p a c k a g e a p p e a r s t o b e t h e 
c u t t i n g o f f o f a i r l i n k s w i t h S o u t h 
A f r i c a . G i v e n t h e p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t 
F r o n t l i n e S t a t e s w i l l c o - o p e r a t e w i t h 
o n e a n o t h e r i n t h e e n f o r c e m e n t o f 
t h i s i t e m , i t w i l l p o s e a n i n t e r e s t i n g 
s c e n a r i o a f f e c t i n g t h o s e E E C c o u n 
t r i e s t h a t m a y w i s h t o m a i n t a i n a i r 
l i n k s w i t h S o u t h A f r i c a . I f t h e 
F r o n t l i n e S t a t e s a c c e p t a j o i n t e n 
f o r c e m e n t p r o h i b i t i n g t h e u s e o f 
F r o n t l i n e a i r s p a c e t o a n y a i r l i n e s 

Comrade Didymus Mutasa-Secretary 
for Foreign Affairs 
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proceeding to South Africa, and to 
impose penalties for any air iine that 
breaches their accord, this could lead 
to cutting air Units with any air lines 
that proceed to South Africa whether 
or not they violate Frontline States 
air-space. If for instance, British Air
ways were to fly from Nairobi by
passing Frontline States along the 
sea to South Africa, Frontline States 
could ban British Airways flights to 
their own countries. British Airways 
could inevitably retaliate by doing the 
same, and, for instance, stop Zim
babwe Airways flying to Gatwick. In 
my view that would pose an in
teresting situation that would expose 
clearly where their hearts lay and 
their desire to see apartheid continue 
in South Africa. It would show quite 
clearly how ready the British Govern
ment would be to impose sanctions 
against the Frontline States instead 
of doing so against South Africa. 

Some Zimbabweans are of the opi
nion that sanctions will hurt Zim
babwe very severely, particularly if 
South Africa retaliates. That could be 
true but it could affect a very small 
section of the Zimbabwe population, 
the business community, concerned 
with imports and exports. The majori
ty of Zimbabweans who live in the 
rural areas will not be severely 
affected. 

When sanctions were imposed 
against Rhodesia, the contention of 
the British Government that they 
would hurt Africans more than Euro
peans was disproved. Africans were 
comparatively poorer than Rhodesian 
Europeans. They had nothing to lose, 
and fewer, if any, rural people were 
affected by sanctions. Given good 
weather during sanctions period our 
people will be able to have enough 
sadza and meat to feed themselves. 

End Apartheid 
Another essential feature of sanc
tions, against South Africa, that is 
often omitted in discussions is the 
American involvement In the imposi
tion of sanctions against South 
Africa. A very Important section of 
West European business with South 
Africa will be affected. Important 

American firms are pulling out of 
South Africa. The South Africans will 
find it very difficult to live with that 
situation ana will inevitably seek 
alternatives to overcome their dilem
ma. The only alternative available for 
South Africa will be to end apartheid. 
In that case the world would achieve 
its objective. It would be disastrous 
for South Afrjca to do anything else. 
Ohe does not expect the world to 
Stand by and observe South Africans 
using their military might to 'bomb' 
apartheid into being accepted by the 
Frontline States or by the interna
tional community. 

The sanctions programme would, 
of course, be insufficient on its own 
to end apartheid, it would be Impor
tant for the South Africans opposi
tion groups to unite in order to op
pose apartheid effectively within 
South Africa. The South African 
liberation movements supported by 
the international community should 
be encouraged to mount a concerted 
armed struggle against the apartheid 
regime and extend their efforts to en
compass the whole of South Africa. 

Whatever is done against South 
Africa, it would be important to keep 
some doors open for dialogue with 
South Africans and to allow those of 
them who can travel to come to 
Frontline States to engage In 
dialogue and Indeed to allow them to 
experience, that there is better life on 
the other side of apartheid. Indeed 
many of the former Rhodesians now 
calling themselves Zimbabweans and 
living in this country now accept that 
life after UDI is better, more secure 
and peaceful. The same shall apply 
to South Africans no matter how long 
it takes to end apartheid. Many South 
Africans will, as many former Rhode
sians did, look back and ask 
themselves "was it necessary to have 
gone to war to achieye such peace 
and security?" 

When that peace and security is 
achieved 'in South Africa, the MNR 
menace will disappear. The MNR 
bandits will inevitably ask 
themselves the same question. Their 
conscience will weigh much heavier 
than that of the South Africans, 
because the MNR have no cause to 
fight. They are fighting at the com
mand of the South Africans for objec
tives which are beneficial to South 
Africans and certainly not to Mozam
bique. One can harelly Imagine a 
situation where MNR could be able 
to set up a government in Mozambi
que. If that were their objective, the 
only way to achieve it is through 
negotiations with the Mozambican 
authorities. The same must be said 
for the Super ZAPU dissidents. It is 
through unity that their leaders may 
be involved in the government of 
Zimbabwe. ^ 

, So 1987 is likely to be an in
teresting year for Southern Africa. It 
could Indicate the beginning of the 
end of apartheid and hdrald a future 
for South Africa and the Frontline 
States full of promise, prosperity and 
great opportunities for all people of 
Southern Africa. This requires 
tremendous hard work on the part of 
our Prime Minister and the other 
Frontline Heads of States and 
Governments. It requires patience to 
explain to the South African Govern
ment and Its supporters, both 
English and Afrikaans, that the only 
way to safe-guard their interests is by 
removing apartheid willingly than to 
be forced to do so. 

It will require determination, 
courage and selflessness on the part 
of the liberation movements of South 
Africa and the people of South Africa 
to work together In a bid to remove 
the evil of apartheid, it requires great 
understanding on the part of the in
habitants of the Frontline States to 
make sacrifices once and for all for 
the good of South Africa. 1987 must 
be a good year when all these good 
things will happen. 

D.A/.E. M u t a s a 
H a r a r e 

V 

.^1^ .^1^ .^1^ .^1^ .^1^ .^1^ .^1^ 
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The Need For a 
New World 
Information Order 

By N.C.G. Mat hem a 
In their book 'A New Information Order Or Psychological 
Warfare?' A. Gracher and N. Yermoshkin say when a Latin 
American opens his morning paper, eight out of ten stories he 
reads have nothing to do with the problems of his continent. 
They also say six out of ten reports have been supplied by AP, 
UPl, Reuters or Agence France Presse. On television the 
situation is the same. 

T h i s g r i m p i c t u r e I s p r e t t y m u c h 
t h e s a m e i n A f r i c a a n d I n A s i a . T h e 
I n f o r m a t i o n i n d u s t r y i n t h e s e t h r e e 
c o n t i n e n t s , w h e r e t h e m a j o r i t y o f 
m a n l ^ i n d l i n k s , I s s t i l l d o m i n a t e d b y 
t h e W e s t e r n I m p e r i a l i s t w o r l d . T r u e , 
s o m e o f t h e s e c o u n t r i e s ( l i k e Z i m 
b a b w e ) h a v e t h e i r o w n n a t i o n a l n e w s 
a g e n c i e s , t h e y o w n t h e n e w s p a p e r s , 
m a g a z m e s , r a d i o a n d t e l e v i s i o n s t a 
t i o n s . B u t w h a t i s r e a d i n t h e s e 
p a p e r s , w h a t Is s e e n o n t e l e v i s i o n 
s c r e e n s a n d w h a t t h e n a t i o n n e w s 
a g e n c i e s c h u r n o u t o r i g i n a t e i n t h e 
m a j o r i t y o f c a s e s , f r o m t h e i m 
p e r i a l i s t n e w s a g e n c i e s m e n t i o n e d 
a b o v e . T h i s a p p l i e s e v e n t o s t o r i e s 
a b o u t o t h e r d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s , 
a n d s t o r i e s f r o m n e i g h b o u r i n g c o u n 
t r i e s . T h i s Is t h e c a s e e v e n w h e n i n 
A f r i c a w e h a v e P A N A , a n d e v e n w h e n 
d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s h a v e t a k e n 
s t e p s t o w a r d s c r e a t i n g a n e w s a g e n 
c i e s p o o l o f n o n - a l i g n e d c o u n t r i e s . 

I n s u c h a s i t u a t i o n i t i s v e r y c l e a r 
t h a t p e o p l e i n t h e d e v e l o p i n g c o u n 
t r i e s a r e f e d o n I n f o r m a t i o n t h a t i s 
d e s i g n e d t o I m p o s e t h e v i e w s o f t h e 
W e s t o n a n y s u b j e c t o n e a r t h . T h e 
g o a l Is v e r y c l e a r , i t I s t o m a i n t a i n t h e 
s t a t e o f a f f a i r s w h e r e n e w l y i n d e p e n 
d e n t c o u n t r i e s o n l y e n j o y ' f l a g ' I n 
d e p e n d e n c e , n o t e c o n o m i c I n 
d e p e n d e n c e a s w e l l . 

Involve the Media 
T h e m a s s m e d i a d o e s n o t e x i s t i n 
v a c u u m o r i n a w o r l d d i v o r c e d f r o m 
t h e e v e r y d a y l i f e o f p e o p l e , c o u n t r i e s 
h a v e c l a s s s t r u g g l e s , a n d I m p e r i a l i s m 
w a n t s t o e n s l a v e t h e w h o l e w o r l d . 
T h e m a s s m e d i a p r o t e s t s t h e 
p r e d o m i n a n t e c o n o m i c r e l a t i o n s , o r 
a d v o c a t e s f o r t h e d i s m a n t l i n g o f t h e 
p r e d o m i n a n t e c o n o m i c r e l a t i o n s . I f 

t h e e c o n o m y I s d o m i n a t e d b y 
t r a n s h a t i o n a l s , t h e n t h e p r e d o m i n a n t 
i n f o r m a t i o n o r d e r i s t h e o l d o n e . I f t h e 
e c o n o m y I s a p e o p l e o r i e n t e d o n e , 
t h e n t h e p r e d o m i n a n t i n f o r m a t i o n 
o r d e r , w e c a n n o t h a v e a n i n d e p e n 
d e n t n e w s a g e n c y , n e w s p a p e r , 
m a g a z i n e , t e l e v i s i o n o r r a d i o s t a t i o n , 
a n i n d e p e n d e n t j o u r n a l i s t o r e d i t o r . 

T h e w o r l d ' s d i v i d e d i n t o t w o m a i n 
c a m p s — o n e , t h a t o f i m p e r i a l i s m , 
n e o - c o l o n i a l i s m , r a c i s m r e p r e s s i v e 
r e g i m e s a n d c o l o n i a l i s m , t h a t i s , t h e 
r e a c t i o n a r y c a m p , t h e c a m p o f t h e 
p a r t t w o , t h a t o f n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n , 
d e m o c r a c y , e c o n o m i c i n d e p e n d e n c e , 
e q u a l i t y a n d m u t u a l b e n e f i t b e t w e e n 
c o u n t r i e s , a n t i - r a c i s m , a n d s o c i a l p r o 
g r e s s t h a t i s t h e p r o g r e s s i v e c a m p , 
t h e c a m p o f t h e f u t u r e . T h e n e w 
w o r l d i n f o r m a t i o n o r d e r i s f o r t h e 
f u t u r e . It Is a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t i t i s f o r t h e 
e c o n o m i c i n d e p e n d e n c e o f e a c h a n d 
e v e r y c o u n t r y I n t h e w o r l d . 

" T h e C o n g r e s s p o i n t s o u t t h a t t h e 
l O J a n d i t s m e m b e r u n i o n s g a v e c o n 
s i d e r a b l e a t t e n t i o n t o t h e e s t a b l i s h 
m e n t o f a n e w I n t e r n a t i o n a l i n f o r m a 
t i o n o r d e r , i n k e e p i n g w i t h t h e 
b r e a d t h a n d i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e m o v e 
m e n t o f c o u n t r i e s o f A s i a , A f r i c a a n d 
L a t i n A m e r i c a . T h e l O J b e l i e v e s t h a t 
a l l - r o u n d s u p p o r t f o r t h e s e t t i n g u p 
o f a n e w i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n 
o r d e r m u s t b e l i n k e d w i t h t h e 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a n e w I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
e c o n o m i c o r d e r . " A l l t h i s m e a n s t h a t 
o n l y b y f i g h t i n g a n d d e f e a t i n g t h e 
t r a n s n a t i o n a l c o r p o r a t i o n s w i l l i t b e 
p o s s i b l e t o e s t a b l i s h t h e n e w w o r l d 
I n f o r m a t i o n o r d e r . 

T h e f i g h t f o r a n e w w o r i d i n f o r m a 
t i o n o r d e r I s a f i g h t t h a t m u s t I n v o l v e 
g o v e r n m e n t s , t h e n e w s m e d i a , 
p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s , t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s 

a n d I t s o r g a n i s a t i o n s o t h e r m a s s 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s a n d a l l p a t r i o t i c a n d 
d e m o c t r a t i c f o r c e s I n d e v e l o p i n g 
c o u n t r i e s . I n o t h e r w o r d s , t h e 
p a t r i o t i c f o r c e s t h a t a r e f i g h t i n g f o r 
e c o n o m i c i n d e p e n d e n c e m u s t b e t h e 
s a m e p a t r i o t i c f o r c e s f i g h t i n g f o r t h e 
n e w w o r l d i n f o r m a t i o n o r d e r . 

T h e i m p e r i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s n o t o n l y 
c o n t r o l n e w s f i l m s a n d o t h e r p r o 
g r a m m e s . T h e y a l s o c o n t r o l t h e 
t e c h n o l o g y u s e d b y o u r r a d i o a n d 
t e l e v i s i o n s t a t i o n s , n e w s p a p e r s a n d 
n e w s a g e n c i e s . M o s t o f o u r e q u i p 
m e n t c o m e s f r o m t h e W e s t i t I s 
m a n u f a c t u r e d b y t h e s a m e c o m 
p a n i e s t h a t d o m i n a t e d o u r 
e c o n o m i c s . W h a t t h i s m e a n s I s t h a t 
t h e W e s t w i l l d o I t s b e s t t o p r e v e n t 
u s f r o m m a n u f a c t u r i n g t h e e q u i p 
m e n t w e n e e d t o t r a n s m i t a n d 
p u b l i s h t h e s t o r i e s w e w a n t . O u r f i g h t 
f o r t h e n e w w o r i d i n f o r m a t i o n o r d e r 
t h e r e f o r e d e m a n d s t h a t w e f i g h t f o r 
i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n a s w e l l . W e c a n o n 
l y I n d u s t r i a l i s e w h e n w e o w n a n d 
c o n t r o l o u r e c o n o m i e s , w h e n w e 
m o v e a w a y f r o m t h e s i t u a t i o n w h e r e 
w e a r e p r o d u c e r s o f c h e a p r a w 
m a t e r i a l s o r c h e a p p a r t s o f a c a r 
w h o s e o t h e r p a r t s a r e p r o d u c e d i n 
t w e n t y d i f f e r e n t c o u n t r i e s n o n e o f 
w h i c h m a n u f a c t u r e s t h e w h o l e c a r , 
e x c e p t t o a s s e m b l e I t . 

Raise Literacy 
T h e n e w w o r i d i n f o r m a t i o n o r d e r a l s o , 
m e a n s t h a t w e a l s o g o o u t t o t f i e 
c o u n t r y s i d e a n d s m a l l e r t o w n s a n d 
s e t t l e m e n t s . I t a l s o m e a n s w e i n v o l v e 
m o r e t h e w o r k e r s a n d p e a s a n t s I n t h e 
m i n i n g o f t h e e c o n o m y a n d p o l i t i c s 
o f o u r c o u n t r i e s . T h e o l d o r d e r c o n 
c e n t r a t e s o n t h e c i t i e s , t o w n s b i g 
f a r m s , m i n e s , m a n a g e r s a n d l e a d e r s , 
t h a t I s , i t d e a l s w i t h t h o s e a r e a s a n d 
p e o p l e t r a n s n a t i o n a l s a r e o r w a n t t o 
c o n t r o l . T h e o l d i n f o r m a t i o n o r d e r i n 
t h e d e v e l o p i n g w o r i d i s r e p r e s e n t e d 
b y n o n - p a t r i o t i c , s p i n e l e s s a n d r e a c 
t i o n a r y j o u r n a l i s t s a n d e d i t o r s , p e o 
p l e w h o a r e a l w a y s t h i n k i n g o f t h e i r 
m o r t g a g e s , p e o p l e w h o s u p p o r t a n y 
w i n n i n g s i d e , p e o p l e w h o c a n e a s i l y 
b e u s e d b y t h e t r a n s n a t i o n a l s , p e o 
p l e w h o a l w a y s s a y " t h e p a p e r c a n 
n o t e x i s t w i t h o u t a d v e r t s " f o r g e t t i n g 
t h a t t h o s e w h o a d v e r t i s e a r e t h e 
t r a n s n a t i o n a l s . 

O f c r u c i a l i m p o r t a n c e a s w e l l 
a b o u t t h e n e w w o r l d I n f o r m a t i o n 
o r d e r I s t h e u s e l o c a l i n d e g l n o u s 
l a n g u a g e s i n o u r I n f o r m a t i o n I n 
d u s t r y . T h e i m p e r i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s a n d 
t h e t r a n s n a t i o n a l c o r p o r a t i o n s d o 
t h e i r b e s t t o t r y a n d p r e v e n t t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t o f l o c a l l a n g u a g e s . T h i s 
t h e y d o I n o r d e r t o s t r e n g t h e n 
c u l t u r a l i m p e r i a l l s i t i a n d n e o -
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colonialism. As long as we keep on 
writing and transmitting in the 
languages of the former colonial 
masters at the expense of the 
languages of the people, we are really 
sti l l not communica t ing with 
ourselves but with the imperialists. 
Ant i - imper ia l ism, • ant i -neo
colonialism, anti-racism, patriotism, 
democracy and social progress de
mand that we develop our languages, 
the languages of the majority of our 
people. This cannot be done without 
sustained literacy campaigns at the 
end of which there will be no il
literates in our countries. 

Decolonise the Media 
How far has Zimbabwe moved 
towards the new world Information 
order s ince independence? Several 
strides have been made. For in
stance, we have our own national 
hews agency ZIANA, the biggest dai
ly and weekly newspapers are local
ly owned, we are affiliated to PANA, 
and our government and leaders want 
to see an information order that is on 
the side of democracy, patriotism 
and social progress. That is why the 
Prime Minister of Zimbabwe Com
rade Robert Mugabe said in 1981 
" T h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f ' Z IANA 
signifies a step In the continuing 
struggle to decolonise the mass 
media." 

The reality of reporting Third 
World by the western press is well 
known. The domination of news 
by the press corporations in the 
western world is in fact by design 
and a result of existing economic 
relations between the developed 
countries and the developing 
world. But the question arises, 
what is the third world going to 
do to fight for its own survival in 
a world where the developed 
capitalist countries aim to absorb 
and chew the third world. 

Perhaps the Non-Aligned Movement is 
the answer to both questions on a new 
and democratic economic order and a dif
ferent information order. Many jour
nalists in the Non-Aljgned countries have 
become obsessed with their profes-

Yes , strides have been made fdv-
ward, the environment has been 
created and is being strengthened to 
have an information order that we will 
use against the old economic and in
formation orders. However, going 
through our newspapers and listen
ing to or watching news and other 
programmes, one observes that we 
still rely too much on imperialist 
n e w s a g e n c i e s , f i lms and 
programmes. 

A study of four of our newspapers 
( T h e H e r a l d , T h e C h r o n i c l e , The S u n 
d a y M a i l a n d T h e F i n a n c i a l G a z e t t e ) 
which I carried out In September 1986 
indicates that more than six years of 
independence 51 percent of stories 
in T h e H e r a l d are foreign stories; the 
pictures is 54 percent in T h e C h r o n i 
c l e and 57 percent in T h e F i n a n c i a l 
G a z e t t e . The S u n d a y M a l l had 31 per
cent (this however does not mean 
that The S u n d a y M a i l isi necessarily 
more informative, this is a weekly 
paper which takes only a few minutes 
for one to go through). 

Coming to foreign news agencies 
we have R e u t e r s , S a p a , A g e n c e 
F r a n c e P r e s s e , A P a n d M P I 
dominating without any question. 
Our own national news agency is 
hardly acknowledged alone. Western 

sionalism at the expense of the politics of 
their coiintries in relationship to educating 
the public in their countries about the 
unequal relations with capitalist coun
tries, about the threat to peace posed by 
the imperialist countries through the 
nuclear war materials, the question of 
development, and about debts. 

To rouse the millions in these countries 
is to generate the strength of the millions., 
it is to bring awareness to them that they 
have the power to effect nuclear disamar-
ment to develop positively from self-
reliance, and to reject debts, since the 
third world, which has been and still is 
exploited, has in fact no right to pay back 
to an imperialist. 

If the millions in these countries come 
out to say "US hands off South Africa, 
hands off Namibia, hands of f Nicaragua, 
hands off Angola, hands off wherever im
perialism is interfering" the imperialists 

Europe is the most popular world 
region in our newspapers followed by 
Africa and North America. There is 
very little news from the socialist 
countries. The stories from other 
developing couhtries are mainly 
political unrest and natural disasters. 
Moving from province to province in 
Z i m b a b w e , M a s h o n a l a n d E a s t 
dominates even though it is Harare 
really. Other provinces are hardly 
mentioned. Government policy is 
genera l ly read about when 
n e w s p a p e r s are reproducing a 
leader's speech. There is very little 
research on each story and very lit
tle is said about workers, peasants, 
cooperatives, social ism, the Five 
Year National Development Plan, 
transnationals aind women as forces 
of social progress,, not prostitutes 
and brewers of kachasu. 

At the end of the day therefore, our 
news media is still serving the old 
economic order and the old informa
tion order. 

The struggle for the new world in
formation order is not easy, it wiilxiot 
be easy. But all non-aligned and 
developing countries must do all they 
can to harness all the forces at their 
disposal to bring the new order 
about. There is no alternative but to 
push on with the fight for a new wortd 
economic order. 

) 

will feel the impact. The role of the media 
should be to awaken the people about 
these practices which are causing 
underdevelopment. The people should go 
into the streets and tell the United States, 
tell Britain, tell all imperialist powers that 
"rescheduling of third world debt" is a 
swear phrase and that as far as the third 
world know, the west owes them bilhons 
and billions of American dollars, which 
they will 'dancel' if they, the imperialists 
denounce themselves as blood suckers. 
International mass media network help 
"muffle" events in the Third World. It 
is no secret that the Western leaders have 
no respect of the Non-Aligned Move
ment, it is therefore conclusive that the 
reason why the western press gives scant 
coverage to issues relating to the N A M 
policies is because of their government 
policy towards the Movement. 

The African continent has formed tbfe 
Pan African News Agency (PANA) for 
precisely, this reason, that she African im
age is ill-portrayed in the west. That there 
was no inter-African news exchange in 
spite of the existance of major news 
agencies. 

The media structures in the third world 
were created by the colonial governments 

The Media and Non-Alignment 
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because, "they were anxious to facilitate 
fast and reliable communications with the 
settler communities and colonial ad
ministration in its attempt to ensure the 
maximum efficiency of the economic 
structures of colonial territbries." (Phil 
Maris, Reporting South Africa) 

The people should know the history of 
these structures in order for them to be 
equipped with information for fighting 
the oppressive structures in their own 
countries. 

The question arises as to why news 
organisations like Reuters, Associated 
Press, United Press International GJPI), 
should have their reports regarded as be
ing more authoritative than a PANA 
story. It is because they have the money 
to reach western capitals earlier than 
PANA copy. In some western countries 
a newspaper may print two or three issues 
a day. 

There is no way in which the debate for 
a New Economic Order can be divorced 
from the debate of the New Information 
Order. -

Because the third world countries may 
not have the resources to compete with 
these media organisations, the niedia in 
the third world, in the Non-Aligned 
Countries should awaken the conscience 
of the Third world people in order to 
create news which would dominate in the 
western capitals, and this would force the 
imperialists to change their stance on the 
third world. Their image of members of 

the Non-Aligned Countries is that of 
trouble causers, discord orientated group 
whose aims threaten their hegemony 
economically, politically and 
technologically over the world which is 
still developing. , 

But who is the West to dictate to the 
Non-Aligned Movement how to make 
policy over issues that concern the West. 
What if the Non-Aligned Movement 
decided to become a military alliance in
stead of the diplomatic one that it is to
day? This arrogance of the West must be 
exposed in ojder FOR THE PEOPLE TO 
UNDERSTAND THAT IN FACT IT IS 
BASED ON THE FACT that the West 
is actually saying to the Third world "we 
plundered you and you can't do anything 
about it ." 

But what are the people in the third 
world, more specifically the Non-Aligned 
Movement countries saying. What is the 
media doing in order to fight this pro
paganda and psychological war? It is true 
that they will for a while not take such 
information to the people about the evils 
of imperialism seriously but the more it 
is beamed to our people the better they 
will become equipped to fight the whole 
imperialist system even through its agents 
many of which are in our midst. 

The three tasks that have always preoc
cupied the NAM decplonisation, i.e. the 
fight against imperialism, racialism, and 
domination of all kinds; disarmament 
and peace; and the struggle for develop

ment are questions that the third world 
media should feature prominantly and 
constantly, in the news papers, 
magazines, radios and television. 

Like any struggle, the anti-imperialist 
thrust, the fight for development, and the 
war against domination cannot be left on
ly to the leaders. The people should 
become aware of this fight which their 
leaders in the Non-Aligned Movement arc 
waging. The media is therefore there to 
render vocal support of all the struggles 
going on in the world today. Apart from 
merely saying in an editorial yes we sup
port the struggles against all evils of im
perialism, the media should help the peo
ple become staunch opposers of the ex
ploitation, domination and subjection. 

It is up to the" people to say, yes, we 
support the anti-imperialist struggles, we 
support the liberation movements and 
here are our works. 

The creation of wealth by third world 
people, for the third world people is an 
ongoing struggle which should be sup
ported, discussed every time, and in situa
tions where there are imperialist obstacles 
the people should be informed about it 
in order for them to know that to defeat 
the problem they only need to push aside 
the nature of the obstacle. This way the 
west will no longer ignore the developing 
world but indeed will give it grudging 
respect. 
The Struggle Continues 

Increase Productivity 
Worlcers Told 
T l i e P r e s i d e n t a n d F i r s t S e c r e t a r y o f t h e P a r t y h a s c a l l e d f o r 
a n i n c r e a s e i n p r o d u c t i o n i n a l l i n d u s t r i e s i n o r d e r f o r t h e l i v i n g 
s t a n d a r d s o f w o r k e r s t o i m p r o v e . I n t h e s a m e a d d r e s s a t t h e 
M a y D a y c e r e m o n y a t R u f a r o s t a d i u m , t h e P r e s i d e n t r e a f i r m e d 
t h e c o m m i t m e n t t o t h e s o c i a l i s t p a t h t h r o u g h M a r x i s m -
L e n i n i s m . H e r e i t e r a t e d t h a t o n l y t h r o u g h s c i e n t i f i c s o c i a l i s m 
c a n t h e w h o l e o f s o c i e t y b e t r a n s f o r m e d a n d b e c o m e m a s s 
o r i e n t a t e d i n s t e a d o f t h e b o u r g e o i s i e i n d i v i d u a l i s m b u i l t b y 
c a p i t a l i s m . 

In his analysis of the Soviet 
Revolution, Lenin emphasised that 
both its victories and defeats taught 
the people great historical lessons. 

The first and fundamental of such 
lessons was that only mass revolu
tionary struggle could improve the 
workers' conditions and secure a 
measure of democracy. i 

It Is therefore Imperatlve t̂o unders
tand the lessons from the President's 
address. The workers themselves 
must become scientific In their 
analysis of the problems beserting 
the country. They must begin to 
understand the reasons for the call 
by the President who not only spoke 
In terms of the material benefits of 
the workers in the event of general in

crease in productivity levels in all in
dustries but also because it is the 
workers who themselves are the 
"custodians of socialist transforma
tion". The workers are at the forefront 
of the national democratic revolu
tion". In a radio broadcast to the peo
ple in 1976 the President spoke on 
the meaning of the revolution and in 
one of the items he said, "The choice 
of the struggle meant the lauching of 
a people's war. This in turn meant 
that the masses were henceforth to 
be mobilised Into fighting and sup
porting a war of liberation behind a 
vanguard revolutionary Party". 

He also continued " . . . the armed 
struggle did not become an end in 
itself but as a means or instrument 
to an end, namely political, 
economic, and social change to bring 



JLimDaDWe J S e W S Vol.lS No. 5/6 June 1987 

1/ 

maximum socio-economic benefits 
to the masses away from selfish and 
racist individualism of the oppressive 
bourgeoisie class." 

Today the struggle is to "bring 
maximum socio-economic benefits 
to the masses. . ." The historical ex
perience of our revolution must be 
taught to the masses so that they 
understand that the basis of the call 
for increasing productivity is not 
necessarily a reflection of the 
material conditions, nor of the ex
ploitative nature of the capitalist 
system but is based deep in our 
historical experience. 

The step by step movement which 
the Party is taking in the realisation 
of scientific socialism should also be 
able to make the worker see all 
classes of society openly as they 
show themselves in their true col
ours, as they reveal their true 
aspirations. 

For the workers to play second fid
dle to the revolution is a revolutionary 
error. But also this is a capitalist 
tendency where the oppression of 
the worker at the working place was 
both a concern of the settler racist 
arm of so-called law and order as well 
as that of the capitalist himself who 
went to great lengths to connive with 
the workers enemy in order to 
safeguard his "place of eating". In 
his doings the capitalist gave inferior 
treatment to the workers while all the 
time enjoying the fruits of their 
labour. During this time, before the 
revolutionary forces triumphed the 
workers confidence and dignity was 
locked in the settler-racist-capitalist 
cupboard until it was unlocked 
violently and set free. Today the 
worker regained his dignity and his 
confidence and proudly proclaims, 
"I'm a worker". 

It is this confidence and dignity, 
which in the national socialist 
transformation the worker will use to 
defeat exploitation of man by man. 

It is the conditions that matter, and 
Only the worker can create the con
ditions necessary for socialist 
transformation. 

Organised and disciplined, the 
Zimbabw^ean worker was challenged 
by the Zimbabwe Congress of Trade 
Unions to shun all negative tenden
cies, like drunkeness, lateness and 
become positive in the national 
struggle to establish socialism over 
capitalism. In the same way as the 

live principles that would develop the 
society and build a new one based on 
the equality of workers and new rela
tions of production. 

In the same way as any economic 
condition has difficulties of attaining 
goals before they have been proper
ly organised into socialist relations 
of production. The Zimbabwean 
economic labour relations are still 
capitalist and therefore their transfor
mation rests on the reality of new 
labour relations. 

Workers, the Working 
Environment and 

Conditions Necessary 
for Increasing^" 

Productivity 
But also the physical, social and 
psychological conditions necessary 
for the worker to work with satisfac
tion are dependent on his role In the 
decision making process of the par
ticular work place. Seven years after 
the attainment of our Independence 
workers are in a far much stronger 
JDOsition than they have ever been in 
understanding the stage of the 
revolution as well as what they need 
to do in improving their conditions 
themselves. It is perhaps the reason 
why the President told the workers at 
the May Day rally that the Govern
ment intends to let workers negotiate 
for the increase of their salaries 

President denounced the wicked 
ways which workers may indulge in 
at the expense of productivity, so did 
Lenin. (Collected Works, Vol. 3 1 , pp. 
1 2 3 - 2 5 ) , "Down with the old social 
links, the old economic relationships, 
the old habits". He promoted a new 
approach to labour based on coilec-

depending on the increase of the 
company's productivity which means 
this calls for the establishment of 
committees or such bodies which, 
monitor the daily productivity levels. 
This means that the worker will be 
more and more involved in the pro
duction process as well as in the 



Vol.18 No. 5/6 June 1987 Zimbabwe News 

decision making aspect of fhe par
ticular process,because there is no 
way in which the Government can 
establish machinery to enable it to 
monitor the productivity of each and 
every company and resultantly 
recommend percentage increase. 

However, this also recognises the 
fact that the workers are increasing- ' 
ly taking a major role in the running 
of both the economy and the 
establishment of scientific socialism. 

The Party being thSvleader of the 
revolution guides the path towards 

the attainment of social ism, and this 
is why Lenin said about the Party, 
"Without a Party of iron that has been 
tempered in the struggle, a party en
joying the confidence of all honest 
people in the c lass in question, a par
ty capable of watching and influenc-

Presidnet Quet Masire arrives at the Trade Fair in the company of the Prime Minister 
Comrade Robert G. Mugabe and President Banana 

Tiie Zimbabwe Inlernuiiondl Trade I air iyH7, ended in Bulawiivo on 
\1ay 9th. The Trade I-air was officiallv opened hy ihe Boiswatia 
President, Comrade Quell Keiiunile .lon.i Masire. In his openin\i 
address, Dr. Masi^e said, "The Ziinf)afy\ve Iniernuiional Trade Tair 
!s the eountry's silop window afid ati iniportani event whie/i ha.s won 
this eountry's industry niueh ;>raise in the re;^ion and iniernaiionaily. " 

This year's trade fair was held at a time 
when the region is facing economic dif
ficulties, because of shortages in foreign 
exchange, drought and destabilisation by 

'racist South Africa. The fair is therefore 
a test of Zimbabwe's economic activity 
in the region and Zimbabwe in particular 
as the countries of Southern Africa are 
preparing to break trade relations with 
Pretoria which has been one of the ma
jor trading countries in Southern Africa. 
Dr. Masire said," The Zimbabwe Inter
national Trade Fair is a display window 
of peace and progress". It goes a long 
way in the marketing of goods and ser
vices for the industrialist and agricultural 
community. 

The objectives of the Trade Fair is to 
promote exports to foreign markets as 
well as buyers from within the region in 
the SADCC and PTA economic group
ings. The Botswana President said that 
there was room for expanded trading with 
his country and has now become the 
country's second largest trading partner. 

Zimbabwe and Botswana are due to sign 
a new Trade agreement. In view of easy 
access to each other's markets, there is no 
doubt that the volume of trade between 
the two countries will increase at a much 
faster rate. 

The intra-regional trade between the 
SADCC countries accounted only for bet
ween 276 and 316 million US dollars in 
the same year. Intra-regional trade thus 
represented only 5 per cent of the total 
exports of SADCC countries, and 4.4 per 
cent of their total imports. This is far 
from satisfactory. 

It is now a matter of record that these 
countries had, in establishing SADCC, 
anticipated correctly the unfolding of 
events in Southern Africa. Whilst it was 
undesirable for these countries to be forc
ed into a s i tuat ion of economic 
dependence on South Africa, it has since 
become clear that the prevailing political 
situation in that country does not augur 
well for regional development, especial
ly once that country is unable to 

Zimb 
Interni 

Trade 
guarantee delivery of goods and services. 

SADCC projects such as the rehabilita
tion programme for the transport and 
communications network is beginning to 

. bear fruit. 
It would be recalled that as early as 

1974 Botswana had wished to take over 
its side of the railway line and it was on
ly when that country was on the threshold 
of doing so in December 1986, twelve 
years later, that new and unexpected 
demands were made. It was only with the 
cooperation of the National Railways of 
Ziiiibabwe that Botswana was able to 
continue to haul goods on the railway line 
whilst making permanent arrangements 
to satisfy all future needs. 

It i§ not only trains that are assured of 
smooth operations, but also air and road 
transport which have improved following 
the opening of the Internationa! Airport 
in Gaborone and the tarmacking of the 
Francistown/Ramokgwebane Road. 

In addition, important joint infrastruc
ture projects in other sectors such as 
power and telecommunications. All these 
developments, support trade and industry 
and play a key role in efforts to realise 
tourism potential. 

Dr Masire said, "We share a very 
beautiful tourist circuit covering Chobe, 
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ing the mood of the masses, such a 
struggle (against the forces and tradi
tions of the old society — (capitalist) 
cannot be waged successfully." 

This is why the President in the 
same radio address sAd on the ques
tion of the meaning of the struggle, 

"By choosing and rallying behind the 
armed struggle the broad masses of 
Zimbabwe had clearly chosen the 
revolution as the sole creator of their 
leadership and the revolutionary 
policies to guide.them In creating a 
new social order." 

The wdrkers should therefore bear 
in mind that they are in the forefront 
of the national democratic stage of 
oiir revolution and that it is only 
through discipline and being organis
ed both politically and ideologically 
can the socialist revolution triumph. 

abwe 
itional Fair 

Machinery by Zimbabwe's Industrialists 

in Botswana, and the Victoria Falls, in 
Zimbabwe and Zambia. For this reason, 
it is natural to plan joint promotional and 
marketing strategies through the 
Bo t swana /Z imbabwe Permanent 
Commission." 

In 1983, the Zimbabwe Tourism Bodrd 
and the Botswana Department of 
Tourism, together with their national 
airlines, launched a joint promotional 
programme involving German, Swiss and 
Austrian tour operators. In addition, the 
SADCC has commissioned a Regional 
Tourism Demand Study which, among 
other things, will look into such areas as 
cooperative advertising, sharing of sales 
offices in Europe and joint production of 
tourism promotional literature. 

Transport and communications links 
between Zimbabwe and Botswana will 
not be complete without the transport and 
harbour networks of Mozambique, Tan
zania and Angola, to facilitate the move
ment of imports and exports respectively. 

The SADCG 
The SADCC Programme of Action has 
placed high priority on the rehabilitation 
of facilities in these countries, funds were 
identified and works started. No sooner 
had the 1980 Lusaka declaration, 
"Southern Africa: Towards Economic 

Eiberation" been made, launching the 
SADCC than South African backed ban
dits began to sabotage Mozambican and 
Angolan transport routes. 

Bandit activities in Mozambique and 
Angola should not be allowed to frustrate 
efforts towards economic liberation. On 
the contrary these bandit activities must 
be thwarted and eliminated. 

Corridor Authority 
Zimbabwe's sacrifice and contribution to 
assist Mozambique in keeping Mozam
bican corridors deserve the support of all 
peace loving nations. Southern Africa 
owes Zimbabwe a debt of honour. Indeed 
many Zimbabwean lives are being lost in 
Mozambique in defence of lifelines. 

The supreme sacrifice that Zimbabwe 
is making is not in vain. It will be recall
ed that the bandits in Mozambique had 
calculated and announced that by this 
time, they would have caused enough 
destruction to render the routes inaccessi
ble to SADCC. 

Comrade Masire said, " I have noted 
with satisfaction that the support which 
we give to the Government of Mozambi
que complements that of the people of 
Zimbabwe." 

I am also encouraged by the popularir 

ty of the share issue of the Corridor 
Authority, an entity whose existence con
firms the unity of the people of Zim-
babwe.against and their determination to 
uproot all colonialism and its attempts to 
reestablish itself in our countries through 
neocolonialist and unrepresentative 
regimes. 

The role Zimbabwe is playing in 
Mozambique reflects the determination of 
the region to assure collective security and 
economic liberation. 

Regional Unity 
The future of our countries is poised on 
a precipice. Having achieved our in
dependence we have grown to learn that 
it takes just as much of a moral commit
ment and effort to safeguard it as it did 
to win it. 

"We have even a much more difficult 
task in this than perhaps many in Africa 
because of the political situation. Our 
responsibility for the future is, therefore, 
quite clear." The Botswana President 
said. 

"We must limit, if not deny oppor
tunities for our enemies to sow seeds of 
dissension to divide our people. Most of 
all we must ensure that our enemies do 
not have the luxury of using our own peo
ple to fight their wars against our own 
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countries." 
It is therefore, imperative that we ac

centuate the positive and harmonise dif
ferences in order to achieve a genuine ac
commodation. National and regional uni
ty and solidarity, respectively, are an in
surance for stabihty and peace without 
which thcfe would be limited prospects 
for positive economic and social develop
ment. The independence of Zimbabwe 
tilted the balance of power in favour of 
the forces of liberation, justice and 
equality and diminished greatly the forces 
of oppression, terror and racism. 

The ideals to which we aspire can be 
realised if our economies are strong and 
our peoples united. I am positive that we 
are on the road to freedom, peace and 
prosperity in our region. 

Zimbabwe has already a foundation of 
a strong economy with the potential for 
food security for all SADCC countries 
and the International Trade Fair bears 
clear testimony to this. 

Machinery by Zimbabwe's industrialists 

South Africa Launches New Attacks Against Frontline States 
Soon after the bogus whites only racist elections South Africa is now 
directing new attacks against the Froniline States spreading its conflict 
across the continent because if has failed to contain it. 

Recently, Comrade Tsitsi Chilizq died when a booby-trapped 
television set brought from Maputo for theANC chief representative 
exploded in a Harare flat and within a week an empty house belonging 
to South African refugees in Harare's Avondale surburb, was fired 
upon by rocket grenades causing superficial damage. 

Prior to the undemocratic and racist 
elections, four innocent Zambian civilians 
were callously murdered by South 
African racist commandos. These are 
signs of a dying horse as they prove that 
Pretoria can no longer reverse the tide of 
the revolution inside South Africa hence 
the only alternative left for Botha is to 
spread it across the continent. 

One example after another shows that 
the racist regime's criminal policy both at 
home and abroad is diametrically oppos
ed to the universal quest for peace, securi
ty, independence and economic stability. 
Apartheid's policy of regional destabilisa-
tion imposes additional burdens on the 

Part of the destruction at No 7 Earls 
Court, Harare where Comrade Tsit^i 
Chlliza was killed by South African 
agencies 



The Minister of State (Security) Comrade Emmerson Munangagwa, briefing the President of ZANU(PF) and Prime Minister 
Comrade R. G. Mugabe at the bombing site at No 7 Earls Court whii$t thia Secretary for Administration Comrade Maurice 
Nyagumbo looiss on 

African States and their peoples. It is an 
abundantly proven fact that the existence 
of the apartheid system is at the root of 
the constant exacerbation of the situation 
in Southern Africa. 

Aggression, occupation and repression 
remain apar theid 's main attr ibutes. The 
Frontline States are perpetually subjected 
to direct and indirect attacks from the 
apartheid regime. This policy of state ter
rorism is approved in imperialist circles 
and is being increasingly aided with un
disguised support . 

In trying to cover the naked act of ag
gression and terror carried out in Zam
bia before the false and undemocratic 
whites only elections, South Africa claim
ed to have killed five armed A N C com
batants whom it alleged were planning to 
infiltrate and disrupt the May 6 elections. 
But according to the Zambian Minister 
of National Guidance, Information and 
Broadcasting Services, Comrade Milimo 
Punabantu those killed wfere watchmen at 
the Zambia -National Provident Fund, 
Mosi-oa-tunya House, including a man 
and a woman at Dambwa Site. Another 
woman was seriously injured and rushed 
to hospital. 

And commenting on the recent blast in 
Harare , the Minister of State (Security) 
Comrade Emmerson Munangagwa, said, 
"This bomb claimed the life of one per-

son, a Zimbabwean, a young girl. This 
is an area for civilians. Th^re is no one 
from South Africa here and there is no 
one f rom t h e A r m y " . C o m r a d e 
Munangagwa went on to say that-such 
acts of terrorism were expected in 
Botswana, Zambia and Zimbabwe after 
the unfair May 6 elections. 

The regime on several occasions has 
claimed that Frontl ine States are allow
ing their terri tories to be used as 
spr ingboards for a t tacks by Sou th 
African freedom fighters. Just before the 
white elections, the regime claimed that 
tracks led from a northern Transvaal 
land-mine blast to the Zimbabwean 
b o a r d e r / a l t h o u g h the g o v e r n m e n t 
vehemently denied the allegation and 
reiterated Zimbabwe ' s stand that while 
the nation opposed apartheid, it has never 
granted bases or transit facilities to the 
freedom fighters. 

The manifest of the crisis of the apar
theid system will not be resolved by 
Botha ' s desperate a t tempt to export the 
S o u t h A f r i c a n conf l i c t i n t o t h e 
neighbouring Frontl ine States on the 
pretext that they are holding ANC bases. 
South Africa has once again seen it fit to 
divert its basic political problems that are 
du? to its fascist policies by directing 
military at tacks covertly and overtly to 
the Frontl ine States. 

N o t long ago the Pretoria regime car
r ied o u t s i m u l t a n e o u s a t t a c k s in 
Botswana, Zambia and Zimbabwe. Botha 
murdered the late President Samora 
Moises Machel whose plane they gunned 
down to disrupt his quest for peace in 
Southern Africa. Millions of Mozam-
bicans' lives have been disrupted by South 
i\frican backed bandit activities. Zimbab
wean nationals w h o should be staying 
with their families are inside Mozambi
que, guarding Zimbabwe's hfe-line which 
is constantly and continuously being 
sabotaged by South African agents so 
that Zimbabwe continues to use the more 
expensive South African p o r t s ^ 

Namibia is still being denied its in
dependence and its territory is still being 
misused as a launching pad for acts of 
sabotage against the legitimate govern
ment of Angola . As in Nicaragua, 
counte r revolut ionary gangs receive 
covert and overt suppor t in Angola , 
Mozambique and other Frontl ine States 
with a view to topple the legitimate 
governments of these states. 

The recent a t tacks clearly prove the 
escalation of the conflict which Botha has 
failed to conta in . During the Z imbabwe-
Rhodesia fake elections, Ian Smith car-, 
ried out several cross-boarder attacks in
t o Mozambique and Zambia with a view 
Of destroying freedom fighters whom he 
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claimed wanted to jeorpadize his efforts 
to put puppets in power. However, even 
after his elections, the war never stopped. 
It was actually intensified because Smith 
had shown his true colours to the rest of 
the world that he would not tolerate to 
see Zimbabwe being run by Africans as 
he had already predicted, that no African 
would rule during his lifetime. But where 
is Smith today? Where are the freedom 
fighters he was fighting against? Where 
are his mercenaries who used to give him 
material and moral support? This proves 
where Botha is going. Imperialists use the 
same strategy of conducting fake elections 
and carrying out cross-boarder attacks to 
mislead the world about the extent of the 
war inside their own territories. 

However, as shown by different ex
amples the world,over, imperialists will 
fail because of the power of the oppress
ed majority which will continue to 
triumph until they free themselves from 
the yoke of bondage. 

Such raids and attrocities being con

ducted by Pretoria are the direct effect of 
not imposing sanctions on the rascist and 
fascist regime. Those who are refusing to 
impose sanctions are direct murderers of 
the Front-Line States ' populat ion. It is 
surprising to note that after such raids, 
condemnat ion comes froiri all over the 
world including those western countries 
which have investments inside South 
Africa who cont inue , to give Pretoria 
more military assistance to carry out such 
cross-boarder attacks. Ironically, western 
countries are the first to send condolence 
messages to African governments con
demning apartheid but when it comes to 
the imposition of sanctions, they totally 
refuse o a the grounds that sanctions will 
jeopardize the already unstable African 
economies. Wha t suffering can the peo
ple of Southern Africa have which is more 
than the lives of their innocent civilians, 
murdered in cold blood. 

It is high time the world communi ty 
should come forward in its true colours 
in suppor t for in ternat ional , peace, 
freedom anfl justice. Because of its 

military might . South Africa has lost 
respect of the territoriaf integrity of^its 
neighbouring states and this underlines 
the destructiveness and aggressive nature 
of the conflict in Southern Africa. All 
progressive forces and peace lovi.ng na
tions the world over should now intensify 
their support for freedom and justice by 
giving more help to South African Libera
tion Movements , S W A P p of Namibia 
and the Front-Line States and to effec
tively implement sanctions against the 
regime of Pik Botha. 

Those who make common cause with 
apar theid regime and its vassals are the 
same aggressive circles whose bellicose 
plans and activities are stocking up ten
sions in the Mediterranean, Central 
America , Middle East, Southern Africa 
and other parts of the world. They do not 
shrink from using blackmail violence or 
boycotts in order to push through their 
aims to intimidate those states wh,ose path 
of development and policies are pro
gressive or man orientated. 

RACIST ELECTIONS WHAT THE PEOPLE SAY 
TAMBO SLAMS SHAM POLL RESULTS 

poU protest sweeps 'ntj^est to Millions strike as ^hite 
SA - ' ^ ^ A N e 

ANC FAVOURED TO WIN ONE-MAN-ONE-
VOTE POLL 

"•relevant IN 



'SA white poll challenge for blacks to back armed struggle' 
White activists launch bid to expose racist poll 

SA elections *are 
I about how whites can stay on top' says Ramphal 

COMMONWEALTH Secretary-General Sir Shridath Ram
phal has said that the whites-only elections in South Africa 
will be nothing but a debate about tactics of maintaining 
white supremacy and re-surfacing the structures of apartheid. 

Boesak dismisses SApoU 
MASS STRIKE BY BLACKS TO PROTEST AT SA POLL 
JOHANNESBURG. 
AS white South Af
rica prepared yester-
tzy for today's elec
tion, up to a million 
workers stayed away 
in protest and at least 
five explosions were 
reported from 
various parts of the 
country. 

SA whites-only election a farce and tragedy 
THE May 6 "whites only" election in racist South Africa has 
been derided by many observers as "a farce", "a circus" and 
"a non-event". The reason? Consider the statistics: the popula
tion of South Africa is nearly 30 million, but only under two 
million voters will take part in the election. The majority of the 
people, the blacks, have no vote. A Ziana correspondent ex
amines the poll as seen from Zimbabwe. 
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Apartheid Robs Black 
Children of their Childhood 

Text of a protest leaflet during the 1976 Soweto sctiool boycott: "Parents, you should rejoice for having given birth to this 
type of child . . . a child who prefers to die from a bullet rather than to swallow a poisonous education which relegates him 
and his parents to a position of perpetual subordination" ^ 

W h e n e v e r a S o u t h A f r i c a n n e w s p a p e r 
r e p o r t s t h a t a 2 - y e a r o l d h a s s p e n t 9 
m o n t h s i n p r i s o n w i t h h i s m o t h e r a n d 
t h a t h e s h o w e d e v i d e n t s i g n s o f 
m a l n u t r i t i o n w h e n h e w a s r e l e a s e d , 
t h a t p a p e r i s c e n s o r e d . T h e s a m e 
h a p p e n s w h e n n e w s p a p e r s r e l a t e 
e v e n t s s u c h a s t h e p o l i c e f i r i n g t e a r 
g a s a t t r u c k s f u l l o f c h i l d r e n . T h i s 
w e e k t h e p o l i c e b u r s t i n a t " T h e 
S t a r " , S o u t h A f r i c a ' s m o s t i n f l u e n t i a l 
p a p e r , t h a t i s n ' t h o w e v e r v o i c i n g 
l i b e r a l o p i n i o n s , t o s t o p t h e p u b l i c a 
t i o n o f a n a d v e r t i s e m e n t a g a i n s t 
d e t e n t i o n s w i t h o u t t r i a l s , a n d a s k i n g 
f o r a n e n d t o t h e s t a t e o f e m e r g e n c y . 

A n o t h e r n e w s p a p e r , t h e " C i t y 
P r e s s " , t h a t i s r e a d m a i n l y b y t h e 
b l a c k c o m m u n i t y , t a l k e d a b o u t 
2 5 0 0 0 p e o p l e , u n d e r w h i c h 1 0 0 0 0 
c h i l d r e n a n d 3" 5 0 0 w o m e n , w h o h a d 
b e e n a r r e s t e d u ^ i d e r e m e r g e n c y 
m e a s u r e s . 

N e w s p a p e r s b e i n g c e n s o r e d , a l l 
t h a t r e m a i n s a r e i n d i v i d u a l 
t e s t i m o n i e s . P h i l i p p e d e M a s u r e , a 
v o l u n t e e r s e n t t o S o u t h A f r i c a b y 

" F r e r e d e s H o m m e s " , h a s c o l l e c t e d 
m o v i n g t e s t i m o n i e s o n t h e r e p r e s 
s i o n a g a i n s t t h e b l a c k - c o m m u n i t y 
a n d i t s c h i l d r e n . 4 0 0 0 y o u n g p e o p l e 
a n d c h i l d r e n a r e s t i l l d e t a i n e d t o t h e 
p r e s e n t d a y w i t h o u t j u d g e m e n t , a c 
c o r d i n g t o t h e c o m m i t t e e c o n c e r n e d 
w i t h t h e r i g h t s o f p e o p l e i n 
c a r c e r a t e d . I n t h e b e s t o f c a s e s t h e y 
w i l l b e r e l e a s e d w i t h o u t e v e n a n e x 
p l a n a t i o n . I n t h e t o w n s h i p s , p o l i c e 
f i r e a t c h i l d r e n w i t h o u t w a r n i n g , 
o t h e r s a r e " d i s c r e e t l y " t o r t u r e d i n 
p r i s o n , h a n g e d b y t h e f e e t a n d p l u n g 
e d i n w a t e r f u l l o f d e t e r g e n t : i t b u r n s , 
i t h u r t s b u t l e a v e s n o t r a c e . 

O l d e r c h i l d r e n a r e n o t a l l o w e d t o 
g o b a c k t o s c h o o l a f t e r t h e y h a v e 
b e e n i m p r i s o n e d , a n d t h e y l o s e a l l 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o f o l l o w t h e i r s t u d i e s . 
R e p r e s s i o n i s a i m e d a t t h o s e y o u n g 
p e o p l e w h o d e m o n s t r a t e i n t h e 
t o w n s h i p s , a v i o l e n t ' g e n e r a t i o n t h a t 
d e f i e s t h e t a n k s o f t h e S o u t h A f r i c a n 
a r m y a n d b u r n s a f i v e t h o s e w h o a r e 
c o n s i d e r e d a s t r a i t o r s a n d 
c o l l a b o r a t o r s . 

B u t t h e v i o l e n c e a l s o a f f e c t s 
y o u n g e r c h i l d r e n w h o h a v e t o r e m a i n 
i n j a i l w i t h t h e i r p a r e n t s o r e v e n 
a l o n e , f o r l o n g m o n t h s , a n d w h o w i l l 
r e m a i n p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y s c a r r e d f o r 
t h e r e s t o f t h e i r l i v e s . 

T h i s b r u t a l i t y i s c o n s c i o u s l y p l a n n 
e d a n d i s p a r t o f a d e l i b e r a t e t a c t i c 
f r o m t h e a u t h o r i t i e s t o i n t i m i d a t e t h e 
b l a c k p o p u l a t i o n a n d a n s w e r t h e i r 
r e v o l t w i t h g r e a t e r v i o l e n c e . 

" F r e r e d e s H o m m e s " h a s d e c i d e d 
t o h e l p t h o s e c h i l d r e n w h o s e 
c h i l d h o o d i s b e i n g s t o l e n b y t h e a p a r 
t h e i d , t h e b r u t a l i t y , t h e r e p r e s s i o n 
a n d a l l t h e u n e q u a l i t i e s o f t h e e d u c a -
t k , o n a l s y s t e m . / I n t h e E a s t L o n d o n 
a r e a , c h i l d r e n h a v e t o w a l k 3 0 k m t o 
t h e i r s c h o o l , b u i l t b y a c h u r c h : t h e y 
a r e n o t a l l o w e d t o c r o s s t h e l a n d 
o w n e d b y w h i t e f a r m e r s . 

T o d e f e n d t h e c a u s e o f t h i s l o s t 
g e n e r a t i o n , " F r e r e d e s H o m m e s " a d ' 
d r e s s e s t h e y o u n g p e o p l e i n E u r o p e . 
T e a c h e r s a r e i n v i t e d t o o r g a n i z e i n f o r 
m a t i o n d a y s a n d d i s c u s s i o n o n t h e 
t h e m e o f a p a r t h e i d a n d 1 5 i n f o r -
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mative sheets vyill be sent to them to 
help them setup such activities in 
the coming spring. 

Solidarity concerts could also at
tract thousands of young people. "A 
linic, contacts, have to be created bet
ween here and there. We'll ask young 
Belgians to write to South Africa, to 
show signs of their solidarity with the 
Black youth: it is important for their 
future that they can feel they are not 
alone." 

On the unavoidable road towards 
reforms, the white regime in South 
Africa, always trying to gain time, has 
just received a good whipping. 

Twenty-seven academics from one 
of the most influential universities of 
the country have indeed overtly 
rebelled against President Botha. 
They are all white, Afrikaaners, and 
teachers at the Stellenbosch Univer
sity, and they have published a state
ment that is bound to have a great im
pact. They voice their worry about the 
stagnation of the reforms announc
ed by the government. They strongly 

Namibia 
The United N a t i o n s Council 
for N a m i b i a a n d t h e Worid 
Organisation's i n f o r m a t i o h 
C e n t r e in H a r a r e organised a 
S e m i n a r under UN auspices at 
Chinhoyi f r o m t h e 11th t o t h e 
14th of M a y t h i s year. 

A f t e r t h e d e l i b e r a t i o n on t h e 
N a m i b i a n I n d e p e n d e n c e ex
tensively, a D e c l a r a t i o n by 
Z i m b a b w e ' s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s in 
Chinhoyi a n d SWAPO, passed 
a d e c l a r a t i o n . 

Z i m b a b w e N e w s 
reproduces t h e D e c l a r a t i o n for 
t h e i n f o r m a t i o n of our r e a d e r s . 
The people of Zimbabwe and Nami
bian liberation movement, SWAPO, 
having seriously deliberated on the 
question of the independence of 
Namibia under the auspices of the 
UN Council for Namibia and the UN 
Information Centre resolved that: 

urge the government to abolish its 
apartheid policy and share the power 
with the black majority. 

This revolt from 27 white 
academics reaches farther than one 
might think. First because the Univer
sity of Stellenbosch is the intellec
tual cradle of the National Party, that 
has formed President Botha who is 
in office since 1948. This is why a 
statement published there means a 
humiliating disavowal for the white 
regime. It also shows, once more and 
in a particularly spectacular way, the 
injier dissensions that weaken the 
National Party. 

When, last January, President 
Botha fixed on € March the date of 
the anticipated elections, he surely 
didn't expect the opposition within 
his own party would come from the 
left and not from the rigfit. 

It is true that the right wing 
reproaches him with the reforms, 
however timid, he took in favour of 
the blacks. But with the passing of 
time, it becomes clear that President 
Botha will also have to count with a 

South Africa ceases and deceits 
actions which include fascist repres
sion of the majority in South Africa 
and Namibia including the detention 
and torture of women and children 
particulary below the age of 12 years. 
The continued murder of civilians 
both in South Africa itself and 
Namibia and the Frontline States, 
such as the recent barbaric ,and 
cowardly killing of innocent and 
defenceless civilians In Zambia and 
Zimbabwe. The continued threats-
and destabilisation of Frontline 
States. The continued illegal ex
ploitation of Namibia's natural 
resources in defiance of decree No. 
1 and the opinion of the international 
community. 

We reject the linkage of Namibia's 
independence to Cuban troops 
withdrawal from Angola, we reject 
and do not recognise the legitimacy 
of the so-called interim government 
in Namibia. We reject and regard as 
of no legal consequence the recent 
"whites only" elections In South 

left wing opposition. 
Some observers even foresee a 

real exodus of personalities who 
believe in deep social and political 
reforms. 

This dramatte loss would probably 
not happen before but well after the 
elections. All those who, within the 
National Party, overtly disagree with 
the government's policy, would stay 
in the majority until they are re
elected. They would leave aftenwards, 
either to Join the left opposition, the 
PFP, or to form a new center-left 
formation. 

Once more. President Botha and 
his regime face a choice they try to 
evade: they have to evolve or run the 
risk to have to dlsappear.iJseless to 
say that a peacefui and progressive 
evolution would be preferable to a 
violent and brutal overthrow in order 
to safeguard the future of South 
Africa. 

Are they going to realize it at last 
in Pretoria? 

\ 

Africa. 
Condemn press censorship, deten

tion without trial, the state of 
emergency, acts of brutality and 
destabilisation. We condemn the 
militarization of the South African 
and Namibian populace."We con
demn increasing racial conflict and 
vigilante activity. W^ condemn the 
exhaustive support given to bandits 
in the region, UNITA in Angola, 
RENAMO in Mozambique, Super-
ZAPU in Zimbabwe. We condemn the 
Reagan Administration's policy of 
constructive engagement and open 
support to South Africa and UNITA 
bandits. We condemn the Western 
alliance for its economic and military 
support to apartheid. We condemn 
the use of Namibian tenritory as a 
dumping ground for nuclear wastes. 

Demand the Implementation of 
resolution 435 without any precondi
tions NOW. The release of all 
political prisoners, the removal of 
press censorship and state of 
emergency. We further demand that 
South Africa ceases and deceasts 
forthwith detention of women and 
children, murder of innocent 
civlllians, barbaric and cowardly acts 
of terrorism against Frontline States. 

Demand that Botha dismantles his 
illegal minority so-called government 
in both South Africa and Namibia and 
give way to democratically elected 
governments so as to facilitate and 

Chinhoyi 
Declaration on 
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guarantee stability, peace and securi
ty in the region. 

Failing which, we call on the UN to 
invoke artjcle Chapter 7 of the UN 
Charter involving nniiitary action 
against the regime besides man
datory economic sanctions. We 
believe South Africa constitutes a 
threat to international peace and 
security. That South Africa is not just 
a regional threat. That Central 
America, the Middfe East and 

Southern Africa are potentially the 
ultimate cause of a third world war 
from which mankind may not survive. 

Maintain that apartheid is a crirpe 
against humanity and therefore that 
Botha and his regime must be 
punished as the criminals that they 
are and expect the international com
munity to intensify its support to the 
just struggle of the peoples of South 
Africa and Namibia. 

In accordance with the revolu
tionary traditions of Chinhoyi, we 
resolve to defend the territorial in-
tergrity and sovereignty of all 
Frontline States and support the 
liberation movements of South Africa 
and Namibia and urge the U.N. Coun
cil for Namibia to sponsor mors 
deleberations of this nature and com
mend their efforts. 

Southern African, Situation and the Church's Role 
(a) Military Take-over 
Mwiy observers have characterized the re
cent situation as a virtual military take
over. Fearing a "revolution" on 16 June, 
1986, the tenth anniversary of the Sdweto 
uprising, aa elaborate netw9rk of "securi
ty" committers has l)een set up by the 
regime in black townsh^JS under the cloak 
of the emergency declaration. These com
mittees are controlled by the military. The 
highest decision-making body in the 
country is the State Security Council 
(SCC) composed of military, intelligence 
and security officers. With the collapse 
of the government-imposed loCal coun
cils, the police is rapidly establishing itself 
as a 'Shadow administration. In a 
desperate attempt to reassert control and 
authority, soldiers have occupied the 
townships and schools. Death squads and 
vigilantes have attacked and bombed 
homes and property of known or 
suspected apartheid opponents. On 
December 11, 1986, President Botha 
tightened the already draconian regula
tions to prevent, what he called a "revolu
tionary onslaught" by the African Na
tional Congress (ANC) during Christmas. 
40 000 - 50 000 people are reported to 
have disappeared since June 1985. 
(b) Torture, Detention and Killings 
SufToing already from malnutrition, lack 
of decent housing and eduqation and 
broken homes, the black children and 
ybuth in the townships have becolne 
specific targets of repressive violence. It 
is estimated that 8 000 children have been 
held since mid-June, 1986, half of whom 
are still under detention. 40% of the de
tainees are between ages 11 and 18. While 
in detention, according to testimonies, 
they are often beaten, physically 
humiliated and tortured with electric 
shocks. A 1986 Cape Town Medical 
Report said that half of the people shot 
in that area in 1985 were shot in the back, 
the youngest being seven year old. In ad
dition, some of the youth have been sent 

to "re-orientation" or brain-washing 
camps where the govemmept is trying to 
wean them from the struggle against 
apartheid. 

These revelations of further atrocity by 
the South African racist regime have at
tracted international outrage. Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu brought them to the at
tention of the Secretary General of the 
United Nations (UN) who was moved to 
issue a strong statement in December 1986 
denouncing such cruel and inhuman treat
ment of children and youth. 
(c) Media Censorship 
Another development that has drawn 
much international publicity is the severe 
censorship on news coverage of the upris
ing and unrest in the country. All reports 
are censored and all news about the 
upheaval is given by the official bureau 
of information. Television cameras or 
newspapers cannot go into the townships 
or any "trouble" area without permission 
nor are they allowed to report army or 
police movements or actions. In fact, it 
is virtually forbidden to publjsh any in
formation on unrest, detention pr so call
ed "security" actions. 
(d) People's Response 
One of the most significant developments 
in the black townships is the loss of 
authority of the South African regime. 
This resulted from the militant strategy 
of the youth who have attacked the coun
cillors and black policemen believed to be 
collaborators. Street and area committees 
have been formed by the people to replace 
the councils. They undertake road 
repairs, lighting, street cleaning and gar
bage collection. They also settle family 
disputes and quarrels and help organize 
vigils for detained children. Rent boycotts 
continue in these townships as do con
sumer boycotts and strikes against shops 
and business owned by the government 
or apartheid supporters. 

Violence has turned ugly in the 

townships;it has inflicted a terrible toll. 
Black vigilantes kill apartheid opponents 
who claim that the police and army either 
support or turn a blind eye against 
murderous activities there. Many black 
leaders including ANC President Oliver 
Tambo have expressed concern about.the 
use of certain types of actions that may 
threaten the solidarity and unity of their 
people. 

Despite difficult circumstances, the op
position to apartheid continues to grow 
among the blacks, the coloureds, the In
dians and some whites. The Congress of 
South African Trade Unions and the 
Congress of Unions of South Africa and 
Azanian Congress of Trade Unions were 
formed in December 1985 and October 
1986 respectively. They have a combined 
membership of about 800 000. Within the 
churches one significant document emerg
ed. Tht'Kairos Document published in 
September 1985 analysed on the basis of i 
theological convictions the volatile 
political situation and challenged the 
churches in and out of South Africa to 
support the struggle for freedom, justice 
and peace in South Africa. A recent docu
ment "Evangelical Witness" calls for the 
involvement of Evangelicals in the strug
gle iot social justice in South Africa. To
day the churches have the only national 
structure which functions effectively in 
providing assistance to the victims of 
apartheid and their families and in serv
ing as a visible rallying point for the strug
gle for liberation and justice. The leader
ship and structure of the other social sec
tors have suffered severely from a 
deliberate government campaign of ' 
weakening and decapacitating their 
institutions. 

Namibia 
On 2 9 - 3 0 April, 1986, the Christian 
Council of Namibia (CCN) convened a 
meeting which included political parties 



a n d g r o u p s a n d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f 
s t u d e n t s a n d w o m e n ' s o r g a n i z a t i o n s . T h e 
m e e t i n g u n a n i m o u s l y a d o p t e d w h a t i s 
k n p w n a s t h e A i - G a m s D e c l a r a t i o n 
w h i c h , inter a l i a , r e j e c t e d , " t h e s u c c e s 
s i o n of P r e t o r i a i n s t a l l e d p u p p e t g o v e r n 
m e n t s o f w h i c h t h e s o - c a l l e d t r a n s i t i o n a l 
g o v e r n m e n t i s t h e l a t e s t c r e a t i o n " , " r e a f 
f i r m e d t h a t U N S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l R e s o l u 
t i o n 4 3 5 i s t h e o n l y p e a c e f u l d e m o c r a t i c 
w a y o f a c h i e v i n g a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y 
r e c o g n i z e d i n d e p e n d e n c e f o r N a m i b i a " 
a n d c o n d e m n e d " a l l t h e o p p r e s s i v e a n d 
i n h u m a n l a w s a p p l i c a b l e i n N a m i b i a , i n 
p a r t i c u l a r . . . t h e T e r r o r i s m A c t o f 
1 9 6 7 " . 

B o t h t h e p e o p l e a n d t h e c h u r c h e s o f 
N a m i b i a h a v e l o n g l i n k e d t h e i r c o n t i n u e d 
r e p r e s s i o n t o t h e d e l a y i n g t a c t i c s a n d t h e 
p e r s i s t e n t r e f u s a l o f S o u t h A f r i c a t o h e l p 
i m p l e m e n t N a m i b i a n i n d e p e n d e n c e u n d e r 
U N a u s p i c e s . F o r e x a m p l e , i n t h e n o r t h 
o f t h e c o u n t r y w h e r e o y e r h a l f o f t h e 
p o p u l a t i o n h v e s , t h e r e i s s i n c e 1 9 7 2 a 
d u s k - t o - d a w n c u r f e w . I t i s a l s o t h e 
p r i m a r y a r e a o f o p e r a t i o n s o f t h e S o u t h 
A f r i c a n a r m y w h i c h m u r d e r , m a i m , r a p e 
a n d d e s t r o y a n d r o b p r o p e r t y a t w i l l . 
A c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y t h e S o u t h A f r i c a n 
D e f e n c e F o r c e r a i d h o u s e s , a b d u c t 
c h i l d r e n t o c o n c e n t r a t i o n c a m p s w h e r e 
t h e y a r e b r u t a l l y t o r t u r e d , a n d a r r e s t a n d 
d e t a i n p e o p l e , h a s d i s r u p t e d f a m i l y l i f e 
a n d t h e e d u c a t i o n o f y o u t h . W h i l e h a r a s s 
m e n t o f c h u r c h l e a d e r s a n d C h r i s t i a n s i s 
a l m o s t t h e r u l e o f t h e d a y , n e w v i o l e n c e 
h a s b e e n c o m m i t t e d o n c h u r c h p r o p e r t y . 
I n J a n u a r y 1 9 8 6 , a b o m b b l a s t d e s t r o y e d 
g e n e r a t o r s a n d p a r t o f t h e b u i l d i n g o f t h e 
O s h u g a m b o L u t h e r a n H i g h S c h o o l a n d 
a r s o n i s t s b u r n e d d o w n t h e o f f i c e s o f t h e 
C C N . B i s h o p J a m e s K a u l u m a o f t h e 
N a m i b i a n A n g l i c a n C h u r c h d e s c r i b e d t h e 
s i t u a t i o n i n h i s c o u n t r y a s " c o n t i n u i n g t o 
b e o n e o f b l o o d s h e d a n d s u f f e r i n g . . . T h e 
w h o l e w a r s i t u a t i o n i s h a v i n g a d e s t r u c 
t i v e e f f e c t o n t h e w h o l e l i f e o f t h e c o u n 

t r y . . . T h e r e h a v e b e e n d e t e n t i o n s o f 
c l e r g y f r o m a l l d i f f e r e n t d e n o m i n a t i o n s . " 

W i t h r e g a r d t o d i p l o m a t i c i n i t i a t i v e s a t 
t h e U N , t h e S e c r e t a r y G e n e r a l t o l d t h e 
C o u n c i l f o r N a m i b i a o n 9 J a n u a r y , 1 9 8 7 , 
t h a t a l l o u t s t a n d i n g i s s u e s r e l e v a n t t o t h e 
U N p l a n f o r N a m i b i a n i n d e p e n d e n c e h a d 
b e e n r e s o l v e d . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , S o u t h 
A f r i c a h a d s h o w n n o s i g n o f d e p a r t i n g 
f r o m i t s p o s i t i o n o f l i n k i n g t h e i m p l e m e n 
t a t i o n o f t h e U N p l a n " t o a n e x t r a n e o u s 
i s s u e w h i c h h a d n o b e a r i n g o n t h e N a m i 
b i a n p e o p l e ' s r i g h t o f s e l f -
d e t e r m i n a t i o n . " H e s a i d t h a t S o u t h 
A f r i c a n ' s i n s i s t e n c e o n l i n k i n g N a m i b i a n 
i n d e p e n d e n c e t o t h e w i t h d r a w a l o f C u b a n 
t r o o p s f r o m A n g o l a w a s " u n a c c e p t a b l e . " 

Frontline States 
T h e F r o n t l i n e S t a t e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y A n g o l a 
a n d M o z a m b i q u e , a n d t h e n e i g h b o u r i n g 
c o u n t r i e s h a v e b e e n v i c t i m s o f S o u t h 
A f r i c a ' s a g g r e s s i o n a n d d e s t a b i l i z a t i o n . 
T h e s e a r e a c c o m p l i s h e d e i t h e r t h r o u g h 
d i r e c t m i l i t a r y a t t a c k s , s a b o t a g e o r 
t h r o u g h a c t i v i t i e s o f i t s s u r r o g a t e s . I n 
t h e s e c o u n t r i e s t h e i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s h a v e 
b e e n d e s t r o y e d : b r i d g e s , r o a d s , h o s p i t a l s , 
c l i n i c s , s c h o o l s a n d f a c t o r i e s . A g r i c u l t u r a l 
a n d d e v e l o p m e n t p r o j e c t s h a v e g r o u n d t o 
a h a h i n c e r t a i n a r e a s . F o r e i g n t e c h n i 
c i a n s , d o c t o r s , n u r s e s a n d t e a c h e r s h a v e 
b e e n k i d n a p p e d o r f o r c e d t o a b a n d o n 
t h e i r w o r k . C o u n t l e s s p e o p l e h a v e b e e n 
k i l l e d o r d i s p l a c e d . I n M o z a m b i q u e , o v e r 
1 0 0 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e a r e s a i d t o h a v e d i e d o f 
s t a r v a t i o n i n 1 9 8 4 a l o n e . I n D e c e m b e r l a s t 
y e a r , o n e U N I C E F s t u d y s h o w e d t h a t 
S o u t h A f r i c a ' s w a r a g a i n s t M o z a m b i q u e 
a n d A n g o l a h a d c r e a t e d i n t h e s e t w o 
c o u n t r i e s t h e h i g h e s t c h i l d m o r t a l i t y r a t e 
i n t h e w o r l d . I n 1 9 8 5 , 1 5 8 , 0 0 0 c h i l d r e n 

d i e d i n M o z a m b i q u e a n d 1 4 1 , 0 0 0 i n 
A n g o l a . 

D e s t a b i l i z a t i o n . n o t o n l y w e a k e n s a n d 
c r e a t e s p o l i t i c a l i n s t a b i l i t y i n t h e F r o n t l i n e 
S t a t e s b u t i t a l s o m a k e s t h e l a t t e r 
e c o n o m i c a l l y d e p e n d e n t o n S o u t h A f r i c a . 
T h u s Z a m b i a a n d Z i m b a b w e a r e f o r c e d 
t o u s e S o u t h A f r i c a n r a i l w a y s a n d p o r t s 
t o e x p o r t a n d i m p o r t g o o d s b e c a u s e 
b r i d g e s a n d r a i l f a c i l i t i e s t h r o u g h M o z a m 
b i q u e a r e c o n t i n u a l l y b o m b e d . B e c a u s e o f 
S o u t h A f r i c a ' s a t t a c k s O n L e s o t h o , 
B o t s w a n a a n d M o z a m b i q u e , t h e A N C 
h a s b e e n f o r c e d e i t h e r t o c l o s e i t s o f f i c e s 
o r c u r t a i l i t s a c t i v i t i e s . A t t h e s a m e t i m e , 
r e f u g e e s f r o m S o u t h A f r i c a a r e f o r c e d o u t 
o f t h e t r a n s i t c a m p s I d e a t e d i n t h e s e c o u n 
t r i e s c a u s i n g g r e a t h a r d s h i p t o t h o u s a n d s . 

• A c c o r d i n g t o o n e e s t i m a t e . S o u t h A f r i c a n 
d e s t a b i l i z a t i o n h a s c a u s e d U S $ 1 0 b i l l i o n 
d e s t r u c t i o n t o t h e e c o n o m i e s o f t h e 
F r o n t l i n e S t a t e s . 

A g a i n s t s u c h b r u t a l r e a l i t i e s S o u t h 
A f r i c a h a s i m p o s e d w h a t i t c a l l e d c o u n t e r -
s a n c t i o n m e a s u r e s a g a i n s t t h e F r o n t l i n e 

- S t a t e s . H o w e v e r , s u p p o r t f o r t h e 
F r o n t l i n e S t a t e s i s b e i n g p e r c e i v e d b y t h e 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o m m u n i t y a s c r i t i c a l f o r 
c o m b a t t i n g t h e apartheid r e g i m e . T h e U N 
G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y r e c e n t l y c a l l e d f o r 
m o r e c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o i t s T r u s t F u n d f o r 
S o u t h A f r i c a w h i c h h a s b e e n e f f e c t i v e i n 
p r o v i d i n g e m e r g e n c y r e l i e f f o r r e f u g e e s 
f r o m S o u t h A f r i c a a n d N a m i b i a . T h e 
N o n - A l i g n e d M o v e m e n t h a s e s t a b l i s h e d 
a n A f r i c a F u n d s p e c i f i c a l l y d e s i g n e d t o 
g i v e f i n a n c i a l a s s i s t a n c e t o t h e F r o n t l i n e 
S t a t e s . T h e n i n e - n a t i o n S o u t h e r n A f r i c a 
D e v e l o p m e n t C o o r d i n a t i o n C o u n c i l 
( S A D C C ) i s a t t h e m o m e n t n e g o t i a t i n g 
f o r a l a r g e i n c r e a s e i n a s s i s t a n c e f r o m t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s a s p a r t o f a s t r a t e g y b y t h e 
F r o n t l i n e S t a t e s t o t a k e e f f e c t i v e m e a s u r e s 
t o b e c o m e l e s s e c o n o m i c a l l y d e p e n d e n t 
o n S o u t l } A f r i c a a n d t o b e g i n t o p r o t e c t 
t h e m s e l v e s w h e n t h e y c u t o f f t r a n s p o r t a 
t i o n a r r a n g e m e n t s w i t h S o u , t h A f r i c a . 

tivities of multinationals. Secondly, 
in 1983-84 twenty-one African coun
tries were tilt by severe drought, 
wfiich to some extent resulted from 
the disruption of the ecological 
balance, largely due to neocolonlalist 
practices. In consequence, by the 
mid-80s the total GDP of these coun
tries remained at the level of the 
previous decade, falling by 12 per
cent In'per capita terms. The foreign 
debt reached 80 billion dollars, or 
one-third of GDP. At least 35 million 
Africans suffered from famine in, 
1983-85. 

Evidence indicates Jhat most 
African economies have lost viabili
ty due to both external and internal 
factors. This worries Western 

World Bank's 
"Mini-Baker" for 
Tropical Africa 

T h e p l i g h t o f T r o p i c a l A f r i c a h a s b e e n a t t r a c t i n g m o r e a n d 
m o r e i n t e r n a t i o n a l a t t e n t i o n i n r e c e n t y e a r s . T h e r e g i o n , 
p l a g u e d a s i t i s b y v e s t i g e s o f i t s c o l o n i a l past, s e e m s u n a b l e 
t o c o p e w i t h m o s t o f i t s s o c i a l a n d e c o n o m i c i l l s . 

The crisis there worsened In the tlonal exports, brought about by 
first half of the'80s. One reason was crisis developments irt the world 
a drop in prices of just about all tradi- capitalist economy and by the ac-
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business concerns, too, for if they are 
to operate effectively, the recipient 
countries must retain their ability to 
pay and have a fairly developed bank
ing system, in short, a level of 
development adequate to the re
quirements of multinational com
panies and banks. That, however. In 
no way means development oriented 
to economic • independence. The 
West believes that the required level 
can be achieved by encouraging 
capitalist relations, primarily through 
strengthening the private sector to 
the detriment of state-owned in
dustries, and through public spen
ding cuts, withdrawal of subsidies, 
currency devaluation and greater 
reliance on market forces. 

For all their differences. Western 
countries have succeeded In coor
dinating efforts to promote capitalist 
relations in Tropical Africa. The main 
vehicle of Western strategy Is the 
World Bank, whose role has marked
ly increased in the '80s. It Is acting 
In the belief that African countries 
must restructure their economies 
following Western recipes and with 
Western financial supporti The 1984 
World Bank Report on Tropical Africa 
said that the West would help coun
tries which went ahead with reform. 

Circumstances compelled some 
African countries to launch the 
recommended reforms — at a heavy 
social cost. This caused living stan
dards to decline, blighted prospects 
for economic growth, and, in most 

cases, failed to achieve the original 
aim — a marginal improvement in the 
existing economic machinery — 
because the free-enterprise methods 
applied In the developed capitalist 
natlpns did not work In Africa. 
Outlook remained grim even after the 
drought had ended and coffee prices 
went up and oil prices dropped. 

In this context, the World Bank 
modified its stand, admitting that 
refomns were bound to flounder if the 
West failed to come up with ade
quate resources. This admission was 
made in the latest World Bank report 
on Tropical Africa, dubbed a mini-
Baker plan for the low-income coun
tries of Tropical Africa after the debt 
settlement package proposed by y s 
Treasury Secretary Baker for the 15 
biggest Third World debtors. The 
report concentrates on the 29 coun
tries getting help from the interna
tional Development Association. Its 
main Idea is that to maintain 
economic development adequate to 
population growth In these countries 
until 1990, the West must give more 
effective and greater aid, increasing 
It by 1.5 billion dollars a year — on 
top of the earlier bilateral and 
multilateral commitments. The report 
also says that funds cannot be pro
vided either as direct Investment or 
commercial loans, and that the 
African nations must continue with 
structural reform, assuming that no 

marked deterioration in the terms of 
trade occurs. 

A closer jook at the report reveals 
that the World Bank specially iden
tified this group of countries as 
generally holding little promise at 
least for the next five years from the 
standpoint of the multinationals. It is 
thought necessary to maintain a 
minimum inflow of funds to keep 
these countries within the world 
capitalist system and enable them to 
increase their imports slightly and to 
service their debts. The average in
come countries of Tropical Africa, 
such as Cote d'lvoire and Cameroon, 
are considered more prepared to be 
partners of the multinationals but 
need to go through a long transition 
period of stabilization. 

So, the World Bank wants Tropical 
Africa to carry on with painful and 
largely useless reforms, counting 
just on minimal Western aid and 
possible debt rescheduling, given 
"mutual understanding". The US 
favours an even tougher approach in 
the firm belief that aid must be 
politically motivated and that African 
countries must follow all Western 
free enterprise precepts without a 
murmur. Yet the West never men
tions the need to establish fair prices 
for Africa's traditional exports and to 
achieve a comprehensive settlement 
of the international debt crisis. The 
World Bank report is no exception In 
this respect. 

Co-operatives Urged to Produce Higher Quality Goods 
The need for co-operative products to reach a wider cross-section of the society to boost the early stages of the co-operative movement in this country has been recognised by a departmental store in Harare. 

The First Street OK Bazaars recently offered space to the Ministry of Co-operative Development to be used by co-operatives to display their products on quality basis at national level. 
The first sucli co-operative, Kungwara 
Producer Co-operative Society, wliich 
specialises in homecraft items for t)ie first 
time tliis year started to display tlieir pro
ducts on the 22nd of April this year under 
the agreemoit at no cost. The high qui^ty 

products now openly displayed for the 
public include crotchet tops, dresses, bed
spreads, macrame flower pots and other 
items which used to be sold on display at 
the Avondale Shopping Centre and in die 
streets to passersby and small publics will 

now be nationally and internationally 
recognised by different customers. 

Speaking to Z i m b a b w e N e w s , the 
Chairwoman of Kungwara Co-operative 
Mrs Doreen Machena, said the thirty-two 
member co-operative which started in 
1986 used to get less than a thousand 
dollars per month at their Avondale. 
stand. "But" she emphasised "since we 
started displaying in OK Bazaars on the 
22nd of April, we have so far managed 
to get three thousand dollars because the 
market here is viable." 

Opaiing the display outlet, the Minister 
of Co-operative Development, the Hon. 
Comrade Maurice Nyagumbo thanked 
the OK Bazaars for such^a genuine gesture 
and called on other organisations who 
suppress co-operatives to come forward 
and assist the Co-operative Movement in 
Zimbabwe which, regardless of the high 
quality and attractiveness of their pro-
ductSi find it difficult to penetrate the 
open market which is dominated by 
Monopoly muhinational corporations. 

"A Co-operative may be producing 
very attractive producte but because these 
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p r o d u c t s a r e s o l d f r o m t h e m o s t h i d d e n 
c o r n e r s o f t h e t o w n , f e w p e o p l e w i l l e v e r 
k n o w a b o u t t h e m , " s a i d C o m r a d e 
N y a g u m b o . 

C o m r a d e N y a g u m b o s a i d O K B a z a a r s 
F i r s t S t r e e t , w i l l n o d o u b t a s s i s t t o p u t t h e 
c o - o p e r a t i v e s o n t h e m a p . B e i n g s u c h a 
p r e s t i g i o u s p l a c e a n d b e i n g s o e x p e r i e n c 
e d i n t h e r e t a i l t r a d e , O K B a z a a r s w i l l h e l p 
t o b o o s t t h e l e v e l o f d e m a n d f o r t h e p r o 
d u c t s f o r a l l t h o s e c o - o p e r a t i v e s t h a t w i l l 
h a v e a c h a n c e o f d i s p l a y i n g t h e i r g o o d s . 

C o m r a d e N y a g u m b o u r g e d t h e t r a n s f e r 
o f m a n a g e r i a l s k i l l s t o c o - o p e r a t i v e s . 
" W h a t i s o f i m p o r t a n c e t h e r e f o r e i s t h e 
t r a n s f e r o f t h e s e s k i l l s f r o m t h e s a t u r a t e d 
p r i v a t e s e c t o r t o t h e r a p i d l y g r o w i n g b u t 
s k i l l s s t a r v e d c o - o p e r a t i v e m o v e m e n t s . " 

W h i l e t h e m o v e t a k e n b y t h e O K 
B a z a a r s m a y e c h o a t r e n d i n c o - o p e r a t i o n 
b e t w e e n t h e p r i v a t e s e c t o r w h i c h h a s i n 
t h e p a s t f e l t t h r e a t e n e d b y t h i s s o c i a l i s t 
m o v e m e n t a n d w h i l e t h i s m o v e h e r a l d s 
c o - o p e r a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e C o - o p e r a t i v e 
M o v e m e n t a n d t h e e s t a b l i s h e d b u s i n e s s 
c o m m u n i t y , m o r e s h o u l d b e d o n e f o r 
p r o d u c e r c o - o p e r a t i v e s i n t h e a g r i c u l t u r a l 
s e c t o r . 

S u c h c o - o p e r a t i v e s i n t h e p l a n t a t i o n 
a g r i c u l t u r e f a c e p r o b l e m s o f m a r k e t i n g 
t h e i r p r o d u c e b e c a u s e o f t h e d o m i n a n c e 
b y m o n o p o l y c o m p a n i e s w h i c h r e j e c t 
t h e i r t i m b e r o n t h e g r o u n d s t h a t i t i s o f 
p o o r q u a l i t y e v e n t h o u g h m o s t o f t h e s e 

Quality garments by 
cooperatives. 

Items of Various 
Nature are being 
made, and now can 
reach a wider market 

c o - o p e r a t o r s h a v e b e e n w o r k e r s i n t h e 
t i m b e r p l a n t a t i o n s b e f o r e . 

" A t f i r s t t h e c o - o p e r a t i v e i d e a w a s 
a n a t h e m a t o p r i v a t e c o m p a n i e s , " C o m 
r a d e N y a g u m b o s a i d . " B u t n o w m o r e 
a n d m o r e p r i v a t e c o m p a n i e s ^ r e c o m i n g 
f o r w a r d w i t h d i f f e r e n t w a y s o f a s s i s t i n g 
C o - o p e r a t i v e s . " 

T h e p l a n t a t i o n a g r i c u l t u r e i n d u s t r y 
s h o u l d a l s o f o l l o w t h i s e x a m p l e , i n s t e a d 
o f k i l l i n g t h e i n i t i a t i v e o f c o o p e r a t i v e 
m e m b e r s . W h a t s o m e o f t h e c o - o p e r a t i v e s 
i n t h e C h i m a n i m a n i d i s t r i c t h a v e d o n e i n 
s t e a d , a s a r e s u l t o f d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n 
m a r k e t i n g t h e i r p r o d u c e i s t o f i n d m a r k e t s 
a m o n g t h e p o p u l a t i o n , f r o m t h e r u r a l 
c o u n c i l s , w h e r e t h e y s e l l t h e i r t i m b e r f o r 
c o n s t r u c t i o n p u r p o s e s b u t a t a l o w e r 
r e t u r n . 
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ISRAEL I 
BECAUSE PALES 

An international conference on Palestine under the UN 
aegis will be held soon. Zimbabwe's role as current 
chairman of the NAM and a staunch supporter of the 
armed struggle by the people of Palestine, South Africa, 
Namibia and Western Sahara remains central in resolving 
the independence issues of the oppressed peoples of 
Africa, and the Middle East. 

« Comrade Ibbo Mandaza analyses the role of Zimbabwe in 
the Middle East Question. Below is the full analysis. 
I t s h o u l d n o t b e s u r p r i s i n g t h a t s i n c e 
i t s e l e c t i o n t o t h e C h a i r m a n s h i p o f 
t h e N o n - A l i g n e d M o v e m e n t ( N A M ) 
l a s t y e a r , Z i m b a b w e s h o u l d h a v e i n 
c r e a s i n g l y b e c o m e a v i b r a n t 
d i p l o m a t i c c e n t r e o f t h e w o r l d . E v e n 
b e f o r e N A M , Z i m b a b w e h a d a l r e a d y 
e s t a b l i s h e d a n e x t e n s i v e a n d i n t e n 
s i v e n e t w o r k o f d i p l o m a t i c a n d 
p o l i t i c a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h m o s t o f 
t h e c o u n t r i e s o f t h e w o r l d , w i t h t h e 
n o t a b l e e x c e p t i o n o f s u c h c o u n t r i e s 
a s S o u t h A f r i c a , I s r a e l , T a i w a n a n d 
S o u t h K o r e a . T o d a y , Z i m b a b w e h a s 
6 5 e m b a s s i e s ( p l u s 1 2 i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
o g r a n i z a t i o n s ) o n i t s s o i l a n d i s i t s e l f 
r e p r e s e n t e d a t a m b a s s a d o r i a l l e v e l i n 
2 8 c o u n t r i e s . T h i s i s a f a r c r y f r o m t h e 
s i t u a t i o n w h i c h p r e v a i l e d p r i o r t o t h e 
a t t a i n m e n t o f n a t i o n a l i n d e p e n d e n c e 
w h e n R h o d e s i a h a d o n l y o n e e m 
b a s s y h e r e , t h a t o f S o u t h A f r i c a . 

f i o w e v e r , a n e v e n m o r e i n t e r e s t i n g 
r o l e o f t h i s n e w l y d e v e l o p e d a n d c e n 
t r a l p o s i t i o n t h a t Z i m b a b w e n o w o c 
c u p i e s i s t h a t o f p e a c e - b r o k e r . I n d e e d 
g i v e n t h e o b j e c t i v e s a n d p r o b l e m s o f 
t h e N A M i t s e l f i n t h i s d e c a d e , i t w a s 
e x p e c t e d t h a t Z i m b a b w e w o u l d a s 
C h a i r m a n h a v e t o a t t e n d t o t h e b u r n 
i n g p r o b l e m s o f t h e N A M w o r l d . 
A m o n g t h e s e m a n y a n d c o m p l e x p r o 
b l e m s i s t h e q u e s t i o n o f t h e M i d d l e 
E a s t i n g e n e r a l a n d P a l e s t i n e i n p a r 
t i c u l a r . A n d s o i t i s t h a t Z i m b a b w e 
h o s t e d a n d c h a i r e d t h e S e s s i o n o f 
t h e m e e t i n g o f f o r e i g n m i n i s t e r s o f 
t h e n i n e - m e m b e r n o n - a l i g n e d s p e c i a l 
c o m m i t t e e o n P a l e s t i n e . T h r o u g h 
t h i s i m p o r t a n t m e e t i n g , t h e N A M w i l l 
h a v e p r e p a r e d t h e g r o u n d f o r t h e c o n 
v e n i n g o f a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l p e a c e c o n 
f e r e n c e o n t h e M i d d l e E a s t u n d e r U N 
a u s p i c e s . 

A d d r e s s i n g t h e o p e n i n g s e s s i o n o f 
t h i s n i n e m e m b e r n o n - a l i g n e d s p e c i a l 
c o m m i t t e e o n P a l e s t i n e o n A p r i l 1 4 , 
t h e N A M C h a i r m a n a n d P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r , C o m r a d e R . G . M u g a b e , 
s a i d : 

" T h e C o m m i t t e e o f n o n - a l i g n e d 
c o u n t r i e s o n P a l e s t i n e f a c e s a n e n o r 
m o u s c h a l l e n g e i n s e e k i n g t o e x 
p l o r e , i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h i t s m a n d a t e 
f r o m t h e e i g h t h s u m m i t c o n f e r e n c e 
o f o u r m o v e m e n t a n d w i t h i n t h e 
f r a m e w o r k o f t h e p r i n c i p l e s a n d o b 
j e c t i v e s o f t h e n o n - a l i g n m e n t , w a y s 
i n w h i c h t h e m o v e m e n t c a n c o n s t r u c 
t i v e l y c o n t r i b u t e t o w a r d s t h e p r o m o 
t i o n o f a p e a c e p r o c e s s i n t h e M i d d l e ' 
E a s t " . 

L a t e r , t h e C h a i r m a n o f t h e 
P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n , 
C o m r a d e Y a s s e r A r a f a t , a b l y e x p r e s s 
e d s a t i s f a c t i o n t h a t t h e t w o - d a y 
m e e t i n g h a d b e e n a n i m p o r t a n t N A M 
a c h i e v e m e n t a n d a " p o s i t i v e f a c t o r i n 
t h e e f f o r t s n o w . u n d e r w a y t o c r e a t e 
a f a v o u r a b l e c l i m a t e f o r c o n v e n i n g a 
p e a c e c o n f e r e n c e o n t h e M i d d l e E a s t 
u n d e r U N a u s p i c e s " . 

A c c o r d i n g t o Z i m b a b w e ' s M i n i s t e r 
o f F o r e i g n A f f a i r s , C o m r a d e W i t n e s s 
M a n g w e n d e , t h e a t t e n d a n c e b y a l l 
m e m b e r s o f t h e N A M c o m m i t t e e o n 



Zimbabwe News v o i . i s N o . 5/6 J u n e i 9 8 7 i7 

P a l e s t i n e a t s u c h h i g h l e v e l w a s a n 
e l o q u e n t t e s t i m o n y t o t h e m o v e 
m e n t ' s a c t i v e s o l i d a r i t y w i t h t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , a n d t o t a l c o m m i t 
m e n t t o p e a c e i n t h e M i d d l e E a s t . 

T h e P a l e s t i n i a n Q u e s t i o n i t s e l f h a s 
b e c o m e i n r e c e n t m o n t h s i n p a r 
t i c u l a r m o r e w e l l - k n o w n t o m o s t o f u s 
i n Z i m b a b w e . W h a t w i t h t h e p l i g h t o f 
t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s i n t h e r e f u g e e 
c a m p s i n L e b a n o n ! I n g e n e r a l , Z i m 
b a b w e h a s a c o n s t a n t r e m i n d e r o f t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n s t r u g g l e f o r n a t i o n a l i n 
d e p e n d e n c e i n t h e c h a r i s m a t i c l e a d e r 

" o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n L i b e r a t i o n 
O r g a n i z a t i o n , C o m r a d e Y a s s e r 
A r a f a t ; a n d i n t h e e x i s t e n c e i n H a r a r e 
o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n E m b a s s y . 

T h e P L O A m b a s s a d o r t o Z i m 
b a b w e , C o m r a d e A l l H a l i m e h , h a s 
d o n e h i s b e s t t o p u b l i c i z e t h e P a l e s t i 
n i a n C a u s e ; a n d t h e r e i s p e r h a p s n o 
d i p l o m a t / a c t i v i s t m o r e v i b r a n t a n d 
t h e r e f o r e m o r e e f f e c t i v e a n d p r o m i 
n e n t t h a n C o m r a d e A l l , a s h e i s a f f e c 
t i o n a t e l y k n o w n i n Z i m b a b w e . T h e 
Z i m b a b w e a n m e d i a h a s a l s o p l a y e d 
i t s p a r t i n m a k i n g k n o w n t h e c a u s e 
o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e . T h e r e i s 
n o w a Z i m b a b w e - P a l e s t i n e S o l i d a r i 
t y C o m m i t t e e i n t h i s c o u n t r y , f o r m 
e d s o o n a f t e r C o m r a d e A r a f a t ' s v i s i t 

NOT 

t o Z i m b a b w e i n A u g u s t , 1 9 4 8 . 

Y e t u n t i l t h e s e r e c e n t 
d e v e l o p m e n t s , a n d n o t a b l y t h e m a n 
n e r i n w h i c h Z i m b a b w e a n d t h e N A M 
h a v e c h a m p i o n e d i t , t h e P a l e s t i n i a n 
Q u e s t i o n h a d b e e n s o m e w h a t a 
v a g u e f a c t o r i n t h e p o l i t i c a l c u l t u r e 
o f Z i m b a b w e a n s o c i e t y . I a m n o t s u r e 
a s t o h o w I s h o u l d e x p r e s s i t , b u t i t 
w o u l d s e e m a s i f o u r i n t e r e s t i n t h i s 
s t r u g g l e o f a n o p p r e s s e d m a s s o f 
p e o p l e i s a l m o s t i t i n e r a n t , l e f t t o t h e 
r e a l m o f o f f i c i a l s t a t e m e n t s b y t h e 
l e a d e r s h i p . I f t h i s i s a c o r r e c t i m p r e s 
s i o n , t h e n t h e r e m u s t b e s o m e 
r e a s o n f o r t h i s . 

F i r s t , p e r h a p s , t h e d o m i n a n c e o f 
A f r i c a n n a t i o n a l i s m i n « u r p o l i t i c a l 
c u l t u r e c o n d i t i o n s u s s o m e w h a t t o 
r e c o g n i z e a n d u n d e r s t a n d o p p r e s 
s i o n o n l y i n t e r m s o f t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p 
b e t w e e n w h i t e o p p r e s s o r a n d t h e 
b l a c k o p p r e s s e d . 

I t t h e r e f o r e b e c o m e s d i f f i c u l t t o 
u n d e r s t a n d a n d a p p r e c i a t e h o w p e o 
p l e o f t h e s a m e r a c e — A r a b a n d J e w 
— c o u l d d e v e l o p s u c h a n a n 
t a g o n i s t i c r e l a t i o n s h i p . 

T h e r e i s a l s o t h e h i s t o r i c a l f a c t t h a t 
Z i o n i s t I s r a e l w a s e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1 9 8 4 
o n t h e l a n d o f P a l e s t i n e , b y m a k i n g 

t h e p e o p l e o f P a l e s t i n e h o m e l e s s 
t h r o u g h t h e c o m b i n e d e f f o r t s o f 
Z i o n i s m a n d i m p e r i a l i s m u n d e r t h e 
a e g i s o f B r i t a i n a n d t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 
o f A m e r i c a . 

T h e P a l e s t i n i a n q u e s t i o n i s a k i n t o 
a n y c o l o n i a l q u e s t i o n — t o t h a t o f 
Z i m b a b w e , N a m i b i a o r S o u t h A f r i c a . 

S e c o n d , i t i s ^ ^ h a p s t h e 
p r e v a l e n c e o f t h e C h r i s t i a n i d e o l o g y 
( a n d i t s O l d T e s t a m e n t c o n c o m i t a n t ) 
t h a t h a s c a r r i e d a n d m a i n t a i n e d t h e 
e u l o g y o f I s r a e l a n d t h e I s r a e l i t e s t o 
a l e v e l a n d d e g r e e e n o u g h t o c o n f u s e 
a n d d i s g u i s e t h e d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n 
B C a n d A D . 

T h e p o i n t i s s i m p l y t h a t t h e c o m 
b i n a t i o n o f t h i s C h r i s t i a n i d e o l o g y 
a n d i m p e r i a l i s t i n t r i g u e h a s h e l p e d t o 
h i d e p a r t l y a n d t e m p o r a r i l y t h e s a d 
p l i g h t o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e . 

A s a n o n - Z i o n i s t J e w , I s a a c 
D e u t s c h e r , e x p l a i n s : " T h e r e s p o n 
s i b i l i t y f o r t h e t r a g e d y o f E u r o p e a n 
J e w s , f o r A u s c h w i t z , M a j d e n e k , a n d 
t h e s l a u g h t e r s i n t h e g h e t t o , r e s t s e n 
t i r e l y o n o u r W e s t e r n b o u r g e o i s 
' c i v i l i s a t i o n ' o f w h i c h N a z i s m w a s t h e 
l e g i t i m a t e , e v e n t h o u g h d e g e n e r a t e , 
o f f s p r i n g . " 

" Y e t I t w a s t h e A r a b s w h o w e r e 
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Palestinian mother hugs her siege-starved child 

made to pay the price for the crimes 
the West committed towards the 
Jews. They are still made to pay it, for 
the 'guilty conscience' of the West is, 
of course, pro-Israeli and anti-Arab. 

"And how easily Israel had allow
ed itself to be bribed and fooled by 
the false 'conscience money' . . ." 

This brings me to the third point, 
namely the extent to which the 
Zionist smear of anti-Semitism is be
ing used extensively and in
discriminately against all those who 
disagree with Zionist policy. In other 
words. If you express revulsion at 
Zionism — as we all should, then it 
is assumed you hate anybody who is 
either Jewish or of Jewish 
background. 

We have many good citizens in our 

country who are of Jewish origin; and 
a number have striven for justice and 
freedom as much in this country as 
anywhere else in the world. 

But there are among them some 
who are Zionist in outlook, even if 
they don't fufly realise it. Zionism is 
not only the belief that the Jews are 
a special category of people; and this 
is why the United Nations equates 
Zionism and racism. 

But also, Israel IS because 
Palestine IS NOT: Israelis are where 
they are because Palestinian Arabs 
have been evicted from their 
ancestral homeland, replaced by per
sons imported from a hundred 
foreign lands. 

British historian Arnold Toynbee 
said in May 1961: "Zionism and anti-

Semitism are expressions of an iden
tical point of view. The assumption 
underlying both ideologies is that it 
is impossible for Jews and non-Jews 
to grow together into a single com-
rriunity and that therefore a physical 
separation is the only practical way 
out. 

'The watchword of anti-Semitism is 
'Back to mediaeval apartheid'; the 
Watchword of Zionism is 'Back to the 
mediaeval ghetto'. All the far-flung 
ghettos in the world are to be 
gathered into one patch of soil in 
Palestine to create a single con
solidated ghetto there". 

Lastly, the justice of the Palesti
nian cause has perhaps been partly 
hidden from us by Israel's succes
sion of victories against the Arabs; in 
1948, when the Arabs were at log
gerheads with one another; in 1956, 
when the Arabs had become far less 
divided; in 1967, when the Arabs had 
formed a common front; and in 1974, 
by which time the Arab and Palesti
nian cause had become fairly 
acknowledged throughout the world. 

"Paradoxically and grotesquely", 
writes Isaac Deutscher, "the Israelis 
appear now in the role of the Prus
sians of the Middle E a s t . . . Just so 
did the Prussians a century ago 
defeat all their neighbours within a 
few years, the Danes, the Austrians, 
and the French. The succession of 
victories bred in them an absolute 
confidence in their own efficiency, a 
blind reliance on the force of their 
amis, chauvinistic arrogance, and 
contempt for other peoples . . . " 

But Israel is only a "feeble parody" 
of Prussia. For the Israelis are sur
rounded by Arabs. More than that, 
the Palestinians are waging an in
creasingly intensified struggle, with 
the support not only of the Arabs but 
the progressive world as a whole. 

The Germans have summed up 
their own experience, says 
Deutscher, in the bitter phrase: "You 
can drive yourself victoriously into 
the grave!" This is what Israel is do
ing, indulging in the false confidence 
that it will always receive the colossal 
financial aid it now receives from the 
United States and world Jewry. 

As in Southern Africa and in the 
Middle East: victory and liberation is 
inevitable. But why the waste of time 
and human lives when history would 
inform us better? 

It is our hope, therefore, that the 
peace conference on the Middle East 
will soon be convened under the 
auspices of the UN; and that this will 
form an important basis for the at
tainment of national independence 
by the Palestinian people. 
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Zvimhingamupinyi 
Zvemadzimai Anoshanda 
Vana amai vanoshanda 
vanosangana nez-
vimhingamupinyi zvakawanda 
chaizvo. Chekutanga vana 
amai ava vane mabasa 
akawanda chaizvo — mabasa 
aya anoti kuzvara vana, kukud-
za vana vacho nekuchengeted-
za misha. Zvino pamusoro 
pemabasa aya akakosha saiz-
vozvo, vanoendazve kubasa 
kuitira kuti mhuri dzavo 
dzivewo neupenyu 
hwakakwirira. 

C h i m h i n g a m u p i n i c h i k u r u 
c h e m a d z i m a i a n o s h a n d a n d i c h o i c h o 
c h i n o n y a n y a k u u y a k a n a v a i n e n h u m -
b u , n e a p o v a n e n g e v a c h a n g o b v a 
k u s u n u n g u k a v a n a . T i n o o n a k u t i 
n g u v a y a v a n o p i w a k u t i v a z o r o r e — 
m w / e d z l m i t a t u — i n g u v a d i k i c h a i z 
v o . K u t a k u r a m w a n a m u d u n f i b u 
k w e m w e d z i m i p f u m b a m w / e n e k u z o z -
v a r a k w a c h o c h i n h u c h i n o t a m b u d z a 
c h a i z v o . V a m w e v a n a a m a i v a n o t o z -
v a r a k a n a v a c h e k w a m a t u m b u . Z v i n o 
k u t i v a b v a v a n g o d z o k e r a k u b a s a , 
v a c h i k u r w a d z i w a n e z v i r o n d a i z v i 
c h i n h u c h a k a o m a z v i k u r u . A s i t i 
n o o n a k u t i p a m u s a k a p e k u t i z v i n h u 
m u z v i t o r o u m u z v a v e k u d h u r a , u y e z v e 
n e c h i d o c h a v o c h e k u d a k u b a t s i r a 
v a n a b a b a , v a n o n g o s h i n g i r i r a 
z v a k a d a r o . H a t i s i k u t i z v e d u n g u v a i y i 
m w e d z i m i t a t u y a k a i p a . A s l 
z v i n g a d e r o z v i r i n a n i c h a i z v o k u t i a v o 
v a n o k w a n i s a z v a v o k u d z o k e r a 
k u m a b a s a a v o m w e d z i . m i t a t u i y l 
y a p e r a , v a n o d z o k a z v a v o , a s i a v o v a s -
i n g a k w a n i s i v o m b o g a r a z v a v o k u m b a . 

C h i m w e c h i m h i n g a m u p i n i z v e 
c h e m u d z i m a i a n o s h a n d a n d i c h o 
c h e k u s i y a v a n a v a c h e c h e k u m b a . 
H o n g u , H u r u m e n d e y e d u i n o b v u m i r a 
v a k a d z i v a n o y a m w i s a k u t o r a " h o u r " 
r i m w e m a s i k a t i k u n o y a m w i s a 
m w a n a . I z v i z v i n h u z v a k a n a k a c h a i z 
v o . A s i , v a k a d z i v a z h i n j i h a v a n a 
m o t o k a r i d z e k u f a m b i s a n a d z o , 
u y e z v e n z v i m b o d z a v a n o g a r a d z i r i 
k u r e n e n z v l m b o d z a v o d z e k u s e v e n z a . 
S a k a k a z h i n j i " h o u r " i r i r i n o p e r a a m a l 
v a s a t i v a t o m b o s v i k a k u m b a k w a c h o . 

C h i m h i n g a m u p i n i c h e k u f a m b a i c h i 
c h i n o b v a c h a t o n y a n y a k u n e t s a , k a n a 
v a m w e v a n a v a r i p a m a z o r o r o a v o 
e c h i k o r o , k u n y a n y a k a n a v a n a 
v a n o g a r a m u m a ' b o a r d i n g s c h o o l s 

Madzimal ve mumaHofis 

v o u y a . A m a i v a n e n g e v a c h i f a n i r a 
k u s i y a v a o n a k u t i v a n a v a c h a d y a 
c h i i k o m a s i k a t i u y e z v e n e k u o n a k u t i 
m u m b a m a s a r a m u c h i r a t i d z i k a 
z v a k a n a k a h e r e . H o n g u m a m w e m a d -
z i m a i v a n e v a s i k a n a v a n o s h a n d a , a s i 
a v o v a s i n a , z v i n o b v a z v a t o n e t s a 
c h a i z v o . 

K w o c h i z o i t a z v e , k a n a b a b a v a c h i n -
j w a b a s a r a v o , a m a i - v a n o f a n i r w a w o 
( p a c h i v a n h u c h e d u ) k u e n d a u k o 
k u n e n g e k u c h i e n d a b a b a . D z i m w e 
n g u v a i z v i z v i n o i t a k u t i m h u r i i d i m -
b u r w e n e p a k a t i — a m a i v a s a r a 
m u H a r a r e — b a b a v a v e k u B u l a w a y o . 
Z v i n o , k a n a m u m b a m u i n e v a n a , 
h a c h i s i c h i n h u c h a k a n a k a , k u t i b a b a 
v a v e k w a v o — a m a i w o k w a v o w o 
s e k u t i k u t i v a n a v a k u r e z v a k a n a k a , 
v a n o f a n i r w a k u g a r a n e v a b e r e k i v a v o 
p a n z v i m b o i m w e c h e t e . Z v i n o 
p a n e n g e p a k a d a i a p a , v a m w e 
v a n a b a b a k a n a v a n z i n g a v a c h i n j e 
n z v i m b o d z a v o d z e k u s e v e n z e r a , 
v a n o b v a v a d a k u e n d a n a a m a i — i z v i 
d z i m w e n g u v a z v i n o k o n z e r a k u t i a m a i 
v a s i y e b a s a r a v o — v o b v a v a n o g a r a 
p a m b a v a s i s i n a b a s a . 

Z v i n o k a n a a m a i v a g a r a p a m b a , 
d z i m w e n g u v a m a r i y a b a b a 
h a i c h a k w a n i s i k u t e n g a k u d y a 
k w a k a n a k a m u m h u r i . V a n a v o t a n g a 
z v i n o k u r w a r a n e z v i r w e r e z v e k u s h a y a 
k u d y a u y e z v e z v e k u p f e k a z v a k a n a k a . 
Z v i n o m u n y i k a m u n o i t w a z v e m u s h a n - , 
d i r a p a m w e , H u r u m e n d e d z a c h o 
d z i n o b v a d z a t s v a g i r a v a n a k u d y a 
k w a k a n a k a . 

S a k a t i n o o n a k u t i v a n a a m a i 
v a n o s h a n d a v a n e b a s a c h a i z v o . 
V a n h u v a s h o m a v a n o z w i s i s a k u t i 
k u t s v a g a m i r i w o y a k a s i y a n a 
p a m a z u v a a k a s i y a n a c h i n h u 
c h l n o n e t s a s e i . V a n a a m a i n g u v a 
d z e s e v a r i k u b a s a v a n e n g e 
v a c h i f u n g a k u t i " z v i n o m a n h e r u a n o 
m h u r i y a n g u i c h a d y a c h i i ? " . S a k a 
v a n a a m a i , n y a n g w e z v a v o v a n e n g e 
v a r i k u i t a r i m w e b a s a , v a n e n g e 
v a c h i f u n g a z v e m h u r i d z a v o . ' Z v i n o 
m a z u v a a n o m i t e n g o y e z v i n h u 
z v e k u d y a y a k w i r a . S a k a d a m b u d z i k o 
z v i n o r a v e r o k u t i m a r i y o w a n i k w a 
k u p i k u t i m h u r i d z l r a m b e d z i c h i d y a 
z v i n h u z v a d z a i s i d y a k a r e . 

N y a n g w e z v o , z v i n h u z v i z h i n j i 
z v a k a o m e r a m a d z i m a i a n o s h a n d a , 
H u r u m e n d e y e d u i r i k u i t a z v a k a w a n 
d a c h a i z v o k u b a t s i r a m a d z i m a i . 
M i t e m o m i z h i n j i c h a i z v o y a k a p a s i s w a 
k u i t i r a k u t i u p e n y u h w e m a d z i m a i 
h u v e n a n i . K a r e m a d z i m a i a i s e v e n z a , 
a p o v a i i t a n h u m b u v a n g a v a s -
i n g a p i h w e n g u v a y e k u z o r o r a . U y e z v e , 
k a r e v a k a d z i v a i s h a n d a m a b a s a 
a k a f a n a n a n e e v a r u m e , v a i p i w a m a r i 
s h o m a . I zv i z v a k a r a m b w a z v e k a r e 
n e H u r u m e n d e y e d u . H u r u m e n d e 
y e d u y a k a b v a y a i s a m u t e m o w e k u t i 
v a r u m e n e v a k a d z i v a n o i t a b a s a 
r a k a f a n a n a v a p i w e m a r i y a k a f a n a n a . 
C h i c h e m o c h e m a d z i m a i m a z u v a a n o 
n d i c h o c h e m u t e r o u y a u n o n z i " I n 
c o m e t a x " . V a k a d z i v a n o t e r a m a r i 
y a k a w a n d a c h a i z v o . A s i z v e , a p a 
H u r u m e n d e i r i k u t a r i s a n z i r a d z e k u t i 
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Madzimai vezve Utano 

izvi zvipere. 
Saka Hurumende Iri kuita zvinhu 

zvakawanda chaizvo kubatsira vakad-
zi vanosevenza. Bato rezveutano riri 
kuita basa chaizvo mukudzivirira vana 
vadiki kubva kuzvirwere 
zvemhetamakumbo nezvimwe 
zvakadaro. Pamusoro paizvozvi, 
rimwewo bato rakamirira vakadzi riri 
kukuchidzira chaizvo kuti vana vas-
ingaendi kuchikoro vaende kuzvikoro 
zvevacheche zvinonzi "maNursery 

Schools", izvi zvinobatsira kuti 
mwana achengetedzeke apo amai 
vake vanenge vari kubasa, uye 
zvinopawo avo vakadzi vanenge 
vasina mabasa chekuita. Pari zvino 
zvikoro izvi zvinopfuura zvuru zviviri. 
Vaha vanoenda kuzvikoro izvi vanop-
fuura makumi maviri ezvuru. 

Pamusana pekuti vanaamai va
noenda kubasa vanosangana nez-
vimhlngamupini zvakwanda 
zvakanaka Izvo kuti vanababa vapote 

vachibatsirawo mudzimba umu. 
Mazuva aya ekuti amai ngavabike, 
ngavanyaradzfe vana, akapfuura. Kana 
amai vachimukawo kuenda kubasa, 
baba vanofanirawo kuziva kuti amai 
munhu wenyama saka vanoneta. 
Saka apo amai vanenge vari kubika, 
vanababa vanofanirwa kubatsira 
nekutamba nevana, kana kugezawo 
mapoto nezvindiro zvinenge zvashan-
diswa. Mudzimwe nyikadzakafanana 
neAmerica, Britain, Denmark 
neSweden,\a vanobikawo 
zvekudya uye nekugeza ndiro. 
Kugeza kana kusunga mwana mitam-
bo ibasa rinoitwawo nanababa. 
Kunyika inonzi Italy, amai kana 
vanebasa rakati kwirirei, baba vanob-
vumidzwa kubva kubasa vachienda 
kumba kiinochengeta mwana. 

Mazuva atiri aya, mazuva anoda 
kuti vanababa navanaamai vabat-
sirane muzvinhu zvese, semabat-
sirirano aiitwa mumazuva ehondo. 
Zvinhu hazvidzokerl mumashure, 
saka naizvozvo isuwo nepfungwa 
dzedu ngatienderere mberi. Tine rom-
bo rakanaka chaizvo nokuti 
Hurumende yedu, ihurumende in-
oteerera kuzvichemo zvedu. Isu 
vakadzi tine basa rakakura chaizvo 
rekudzidzisa varume vedu kuti kana 
tichivakumbira kuti vatibatsire, 
hakuzi kuti tinoda kuvatonga, asl kuti 
tinoda kuti zvinhu zvifambe: 

Current Situation in 
• Central America 

Recent events in Central America have shown that Reagan's interest in the region is mainly due to his fear of widespread revolution, indeed his fear of true democracy. 
His administration liave suddenly realiz
ed that the Third World are not a bunch 
of poor countries where raw materials can 
be cheaply obtained in exchange for some 
hand-outs of economic and technical aid. 

The Third World is acquiring a new 
meaning, and current intervention of 
USA in Central America, has helped to 
reassess it. One of the main contributions 
of the Non-Aligned Movement has been 
to bring together the revolutionary forces 
of the Third World to share their aspira
tions with other nations and to present a 
common front to capitalist domination. 

Confronted with such a formidable 

tnreat the USA's foreign policy during the 
last decades can be summarized in two 
simple principles; 
1) Crush every people's revolution 

wherever it may be found. 
2) Protect any reactionary outburst no 

matter where it is found. 
International aid for development pro
grammes, arms sales, negotiations for 
peace talks, military bases, are all based 
on those two principles. 

Central America, offers an ample op
portunity to study in detail how that 
policy operat«"<! 

It is true that Central America and the 
Caribbean region haVe always attracted 
the attention of the United States due to 
the proximity to their national borders, 
constituting the so called USA's 
backyard. Trading in the area has been 

an exclusive American privilege. Political 
interference has also been very common. 

A special situation has emerged during 
the last thirty years. The presence of 
Soviet influence is only an excuse or a 
cover up for more specific objectives. The 
US do not act in the region to combat 
communism but to liquidate one after 
another every single revolution. 

Two revolutions were singled out in the 
notorious Santa Fe document: Nicaragua 
and Grenada. The latter was crushed in 
1983. The former continues being the 
main hub around which the whole USA 
policy in Central America revolves. On 
one hand Somoza's Nicaragua had been 
up to 1979 the most convenient ground 
from which the regional strategy of com
plete domination was co-ordinated. 

On the other, Somoza was overturned 
by the people of Nicaragua, an unex-
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pected result in USA's monitoring of 
political changes in the region. 

The military, economic, informational 
and diplomatic fronts have all been com
bined to topple the Sandinista govern
ment of Managua. About 35 000 people 
have died, of which 11 000, were 
children, and more than US$2 800 million 
has been wasted in the attempt. A group 
of neighbouring countries in dire need of 
co-ordinated efforts to solve their 
developmental problems, have been forc
ed to oppose each other in a fratricidal 
war ipstigated from above. 

The Central American Conflict 
CENTRAL AMERICA is a well defined 
region comprising six small countries 
spread over the ithsmus that joins North 
and South America. Five of these coun
tries, Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, 
Nicaragua and Costa Rica formed a 
political unit in the past before attaining 
independence from Spain in 1821. They 
also constitute the main area where the 
USA-Central American conflict is taking 
place. Panama had been joined to Col
ombia till the beginning of this century. 

During the first years of independence 
these countries experienced frequent 
changes of government and military 
coups. Later they had successive periods 
of extreme liberal or extreme conservative 
rule. Their economies are strongly depen
dent on agricultural exports with a share 
of more than 50 per cent. Half of the 
population are employed in this sector. 

The gulf between the rich and the poor 
is extremely high, widespread poverty is 

ATLANTIC 
OCEAN 

MANAGUA 

COHT-ARICA 

otten miermmgiea wiin immense lor-
tunes, the fruit of well established ex
ploitative relations of production. 

The majority of the 23 million people 
living in the region have a capital income 
not above $200 while the riches are cpn-
troUed by a few families well protected 
and connected to powerful multinational 
American corporations. 

THE ALLIES when the USAs lost 
their hegemony in the region after the fall 
of Somoza it was to be expected that a 
new state platform would be sought 
among the three main allies: El Salvador, 
Costa Rica and Honduras. These three 
countr ies received in 1986 
US$1 500million not exactly to alleviate 
the problems of the poor, but to keep the 
alliance working in favour of the US 
strategy, the complete demolition of any 
revolut ionary struggle in Cen t ra l 
America. One of the allies had to supply 
that platform. 

El Salvador was the first choice. Dur
ing the 70s the country had been ruled by 
military and repressive governments 
which indulged in continuous violations 
of human rights, while the peasants were 
deprived of their land. A facade of wealth 

was created with the American assistance 
but the structures of inequality remained. 

The liberation was started in 1980 by 
a coalition comprising five revolutionary 
groups, the FMLN/FDR. For 1987 Presi
dent Napoleon Duarte has been promis
ed $180 million to frustrate the guerilla 
efforts for a peaceful solution. However 
given the extraordinary development of 
the popular movement and the ineptitude 
of the ruling classes, it appeared that El 
Salvador was busy enough with its inter
nal problems. 

Costa Rica came next. It was im
mediately discovered that a country 
without a well trained army was not 
suitable. The country had always been 
under constitutional rule until 1948 when 
a revolutionary junta was established and 
the army abolished. In spite of its ap
parent neutrality it had always been a 
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United States ally. Siding with USA has 
forced Costa Rica to deny support to 
Nicaragua. In 1984 she received $180 
million from the United States, conce-
quently all decisions on the future are 
taken from Washington and a force of 
1000 US soldiers are mantained in the 
country. Although its militarization has 
been stepped up during the last few years 
the country was in no ways fit for USA 
strategical plans. 

Honduras, the third ally, was, then, 
considered. It was in the centre of the 
region. It had borders with Nicaragua, El 
Salvador and Guatemala, the three war
ring countries. 

Till 1980 Honduras has always been 
governed by dictators and by the military. 
Robert Suazo Cordoba was elected that 
year but the military retained control, the 
USA Ambassador, in Tegucigalpa being 

Novemter Deconber June June 
1981 1982 1985 1986 

THE COST OF MAINTAINING 
THE CONTRAS 

(mln. dollars) 

the most powerful man in the country. 
Honduras would be in complete bankrup-
cy if it were not for US'A continuous 

assistance. It would need the GNP of two 
years to pay its foreign debt, its 
dependence-on United States and the con
trol of the economy carried out by a few 
American multinationals. Have won 
Honduras the nickname of a " t rue 
banana republic," its main export being 
indeed bananas. It has been practically 
rented out.to USA for some economic 
benefits. 

P rob lems immediately arose as 
Salvadorian and Honduran soldiers were 
to be trained together. The Pentagon 
missed a very important fact: many years 
of war between the two countries had 
created great animosity and not all scores 
had been settled. 

Another element of discord has been 
a growing intolerance of the people to the 
presence of US soldiers in the country. 
The Honduran people were disgruntled 
by the arrogance and heartless behaviour 
of the foreigners. This brought the US 
plans into disarray and new alternatives 
had to be provided. 

What about Guatemala? After 30 years 
of dictatorial regimes, the country could 
now improve its international image. 
President Cerezo, a Christian Democrat 
elected in 1985, could be directed and 
assisted to modernize the economy and 
to assuage the plight of the poor peasants, 
offering an opportunity to the small 
business men and giving to the country 
an appearance of peace. The URNG 
(Revolutionary Union of Guatemala) has 
been fighting since the 1970's to topple 
the ilegal regimes and to defend the rights 
of the people. No concerted regional plan 
could be possible on the basis of a regime 
which was held in international disrepute. 
The army had to be seen firmly acting to 
exterminate the guerrillas. A counter-
insurgency plan carefully drawn by Israeli 
advisers should be carried out in every 
detail. 

Guatemala could then strengthen the 
US attempts to isolate Nicaragua and to 
weaken the position of the Contadora 
Group. Cerezo was supposed to assume 
a " n e u t r a l " ' posture towards the 
Nicaraguan problems. 

"Active neutrality" was the name of 
the new policy, only that it did not work, 
Nicaragua has not been isolated but 
strengthened due to the high quality of 
Sandinista diplomacy. Cerezo has stated 
that he opposes "any foreign military in
tervention in the region" (Newsweek, 
February 1987). 

Obviously such a departure from the 
lines established in Washington have 
sparked an immediate reaction. The 
amount of military aid allocated to 
Guatemala has been slashed by 60 per 
cent from $5 million to $2 million. The 
difference between "foreign military in
tervention" and "foreign military a id" 
rests to be explained. 
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The Sandinista Revolution 

Such a co-ordinated plan of action involv
ing millions of dollars, requiring full in
tervention of the CIA, resulting in a 
" c o n t r a g a t e " menacing to engulf Presi- * 
dent Reagan and his closest advisers, and 
spreading all over the globe from Tel-
Aviv to Pretoria, such a machinery of 
counter revolution and conspiracy must 
have a well recognised and dangerous 
enemy. The enemy are the revolutionary 
people of Nicaragua. This is Reagan 's 
fear that the Sandinista revolution may 
succeed and be turned into a beacon of 
hope for other revolutionary movements 
in Central America, South America and 
the rest of the Third World . 

Nicaragua is now celebrating the 25th 
Anniversary of the FSLN (The Sandinista 
Front for the Liberation of Nicaragua) . 
The F rom named after former guerrilla 
Augusto Cesar Sandino, assassinated in 
1934 by Somoza ' s orders, was set up in 
1962 to overthrow a son of the dictator 
who killed Sandino, and to eradicate 
poverty, hunger, disease, ignorance and 
unemployment . The rural areas of Nor
thern Nicaragua became the first opera
tional zone. During the 70s the FSLN 
became a full fledged guerrilla movement 
and in June 1979 it announced the for
mation of a provisional junta of National 
Reconstruction. ^ 

In July the same year Managua fell and 
Somoza resigned. About 50 000 people 
had died during the revolution. 

The government and the people join
ed hands in the national task of rebuilding 
their country . The G N P grew at a rate of 
10,7 and 112 000 jobs were created. 
Economic resources were reverted to 
develop the social sector. Land previously 
owned by Somoza, his high command 
and his partisans were confiscated to 
create communal lands which were soon 
producing 16 per cent of the gross pro
duct of the sector. This Reagan could not 
tolerate. In 1981 he started to set up 
military preparations to attack Nicaragua 
using former somocista guards who 
became known as " c o n t r a s " , leading to 
the scandalous sales of arms to Iran and 
the covert financing of operations which 
were not fully approved by Congress. 

Peace Initiatives 
Washington views that "Nicaragua con
stitutes a serious threat not just to US 
security but also to its ne ighbours" , has 
been used as a lame excuse for US in
tervention in the region. The risk of a 
regional confrontation involving the US, 
Cuba and other American countries in
creases with every new violation of 
Nicaraguan sovereignty. 

Nevcnhcless the. Sandinisia govern
ment has opted for peaceful solution at 
the negotiating table while resisting with 

President Daniel Ortega-Leader of the Sandinista revolution 

a well organized popular army any ag
gressive act from neighbouring Honduras 
and Costa Rica or directly from the US 
as in the case of Hasenfus. 

Numerous paths have been opened to 
solve the crisis by peaceful means . 
Dialogue with the other four countries in 
the region has been a step in the right 
direction. As a member of the United Na
tion, of the NAM and of multiple world 
organizations Nicaragua has sought inter
national support from those organiza
tions including the International Court of 
Justice at The Hague. 

Contadora 
Nicaragua accepted the peace proposals 
of the Coiuadora group in 1984. The 
following provisions were included. 
1) Arms should not be further introduc

ed into the region. 
2) Foreign military advisors should be 

eliminated. 
.1) Military, political or financial aid to 

subversive or terrorist activities 
should be discontinued, 

4) The traffic of arms to groups that 
seek I D destabilize the Centra l 
American go\ 'ernments should be 
halted. 

Surprisingly enough a document which 
was originally instigated and approved by 
the US, was now considered as 
a) transitor>, because it was only useful 

unt i l "better i n i t i a t i ve s w e i e 
propounded. 

b) irrelevant because (he conflict was no 
concern of other Latin American 
countries. 

c) incomplete as it did not consider 
nidre pcrmanenl solutions as the 
creation of a Central Aniertcan 
Parliament, the streugtlicning of true 
democrat ic processes as those of 
Cosia R-ica and Hondiiras , and the 
need o t 'd ia logue u i ih ihc counter
revolution. 

d) redundant as a new plan, the Con-
starrican Plan, had been proposed 
e n c o u n t e r i n g m o r e progress ive 
solutions. 

The Secretary General of the United Na
tions Javier Perez deCvellar visited Cen
tral America in January to provide sup
port for the efforts of Con tado ra within 
the framework of the resolutions of the 
Secur't:, Council and General Assembly. 
He also "expressed the disquiet and con
cern of the international community 
regarding the situation that still persists 
in Central America and the desire of all 
countries that a peaceful settlement be 
f o u n d " . 

Lobbying in the European capitals to 
obtain a consensus favourable to the US 
during the EEC-Central America — Con
tadora' meeting on the 10th February in 
Guatemala , did not work. A political 
communique issued on the occassion 
stressed the Con tadora solution, ad
vocating, for international dialogue and 
condemning interventionism in any possi
ble form. 

Conclusion: 
The success of the Sandinista Revolution 
in Nicaragua is an issue that trascends the 
national borders of that country. It is not 
only that the people of Nicaragua need 
peace to employ themselves in the 
reconstruction of the country. It is not on
ly that Central America is turning into a 
replica of South East Asia in the 70s with 
all t he - h o r r o r s of the V i e t n a m 
Conflagrat ion. 

What is happening in Central America 
is the concern of every single Third World 
count ry . We arc being crushed in those 
countries, the hopes of a better life for 
I he Third World proletariat are being 
Foinidered there. If the Sandinista suc
ceed, we sticceed with them, because that 
is only another focus where the liberation 
of the Third World is being effected. 
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US Policy: After Sanctions, 

WHAT? 
Adopted from tlie Southern Africa Report 

By Mike Flestiman & Jim Cason 
S i x m o n t h s a f t e r c o n g r e s s 
r e p u d i a t e d " c o n s t r u c t i v e e n g a g e 
m e n t " a n d i m p o s e d l i m i t e d 
e c o n o m i c s a n c t i o n s a g a i n s t S o u t h 
A f r i c a o v e r a. P r e s i d e n t i a l v e t o , U S 
p o l i c y t o w a r d e m b a t t l e d s o u t h e r n 
A f r i c a r e m a i n s c o n t r a d i c t o r y a n d 
c o n f u s e d . T h e b e d r o c k o f U S p o l i c y 
t o w a r d t h e r e g i o n , t h e a s s u m p t i o n 
t h a t " i n S o u t h A f r i c a t h e w h i t e s a r e 
h e r e t o s t a y " * h a s b e e n s h a k e n b y 
n e a r l y t h r e e y e a r s o f b l o o d y b l a c k i n 
s u r r e c t i o n i n t h e t o w n s h i p s . 

S h a k e n t o o i s c o n s e r v a t i v e 
h e g e m o n y o v e r t h e p o l i c y m a k i n g p r o 
c e s s . T h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , I n t h e p e r 
s o n o f A s s i s t a n t S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e 
C h e s t e r C r o k e r , l a r g e l y s e t t h e a g e n 
d a o n U S p o l i c y t o w a r d S o u t h a n d 
S o u t h e r n A f r i c a u n t i l S e p t e m b e r 
1 9 8 5 , w h e n t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i m p o s 
e d i t s o w n l i m i t e d s a n c t i o n s t o h e a d 
o f f s t r o n g e r C o n g r e s s i o n a l 
m e a s u r e s . B u t w i t h p r e s s u r e m o u n 
t i n g a t h o m e d u r i n g t h e e l e c t i o n y e a r 
a n d f u e l e d b y t h e I n c r e a s i n g r e p r e s 
s i o n i n S o u t h A f r i c a , C o n g r e s s f i n a l 
l y r e v o l t e d — p a s s i n g i t s o w n l i m i t e d 
s a n c t i o n s p a c k a g e l a s t O c t o b e r . 

B u t i f t h e W h i t e H o u s e I s n o l o n g e r 
m a k i n g p o l i c y , n e i t h e r i s C o n g r e s s . 
T h e o l d p o l i t i c a l c o n s e n s u s b e h i n d 
c o n s t r u c t i v e e n g a g e m e n t h a s n o t 
b e e n r e p l a c e d b y a n e w o n e . I n s t e a d , 
a b a d l y d i v i d e d U S r u l i n g c l a s s h a s 
s c r a m b l e d t o f i l l t h e v a c u u m w i t h a 
h o d g e p o g e o f c o n t r a d i c t o r y a n d c o n 
f u s i n g p o l i c y I n i t i a t i v e s a n d 
s t a t e m e n t s — a l l I n t e n d e d , 
s o m e h o w , t o p r e s e n / e U S i n t e r e s t s I n 
t h e r e g i o n a n d m a n t a i n W e s t e r n 
p o l i t i c a l a n d e c o n o m i c c o n t r o l o f t h e 
s o u t h e r n h a l f o f A f r i c a . 

* A n u m b e r of R e a g a n A d m i n i s t r a 
tion policy m a k e r s h a v e p a r a p h r a s e d 
t h i s s t a t e m e n t , but t h e q u o t e is f r o m 
a 1984 i n t e r v i e w w i t h t h e n U.S A m 
bassador t o South A f r i c a H e r m a n 
N i c k e l . 

Shultz commission 
report 

N o w h e r e a r e t h e d i v i s i o n s i n t h e 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t m o r e v i s i b l e t h a n i n 
t h e P r e s i d e n t i a l c o m m i s s i o n ' s r e p o r t 
o n U S p o l i c y t o w a r d s S o u t h A f r i c a 
s u b m i t t e d i n J a n u a r y . T h e c o m m i s 
s i o n w a s e s t a b l i s h e d b y S e c r e t a r y o f 
S t a t e G e o r g e S h u l t z a t t h e e n d o f 
1 9 8 5 a s p a r t o f t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s 
e f f o r t s t o f e n d o f f c o n g r e s s i o n a l a c 
t i o n a n d r e b u i l d g " b i p a r t i s a n s h i p " 
b a d l y b a t t e r e d b y p u b l i c o u t r a g e o v e r 
W a s h i n g t o n ' s " t i l t " t o w a r d a p a r t h e i d . 

T h e s t a r t i n g p o i n t f o r t h i s e f f o r t a t 
a n e w c o n s e n s u s w a s t h e a s s e r t i o n 
t h a t " t h e A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s s t r a t e g y o f 
c o n s t r u c t i v e e n g a g e m e n t h a s f a i l e d . " 
T h e y n o t e t h a t " t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
a c o h e r e n t , s u s t a i n a b l e , b i p a r t i s a n 
p o l i c y t o w a r d S o u t h A r i c a h a s b e e n 
h a m p e r e d b y d i s a g r e e m e n t s i n t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s o v e r s t r a t e g y a n d 
t a c t i c s . " 

M o s t o f t h e c o m m i s s i o n m e m b e r s 
c o n c e d e t h e n e e d f o r s a n c t i o n s — 
" s t r o n g s i g n a l s o f t h e t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s ' r e j e c t i o n o f a p a r t h e i d " — a n d 
e v e n c a l l o n t h e p r e s i d e n t t o e n l i s t 
E u r o p e a n d J a p a n I n a " m u l t i l a t e r a l " 
p r o g r a m o f s a n c t i o n s s i m i l a r t o C o n 
g r e s s i o n a l p a c k a g e . S h o u l d P r e t o r i a 
s t i l l r e f u s e t o n e g o t i a t e w i t h t h e 
b l a c k o p p o s i t i o n t h e c o m m i s s i o n c a n 
e v e n c o n t e m p l a t e a f u l l t r a d e e m 
b a r g o — i n c l u d i n g s a n c t i o n s o n g o l d . 

T h e c o m m i s s i o n a l s o h a s t h i n g s t o 
s a y a b o u t U S p o l i c y t o w a r d t h e 
r e g i o n , n o t i n g t h a t " e f f o r t s t o b u i l d 
p o s i t i v e r e l a t i o n s w i t h b l a c k l e a d e r s 
i n S o u t h A f r i c a h a v e b e e n s i g n i f i c a n t 
l y d a m a g e d b y t h e f a i l u r e t o d e l i v e r 
a l o n g p r o m i s e d s e t t l e m e n t i n 
N a m i b i a a n d t h e d e c i s i o n t o p r o v i d e 
m i l i t a r y s u p p o r t f o r J o n a s S a v i m b i ' s 
U N I T A i n A n g o l a . " B u t t h e y s t o p 
s h o r t o f r e c o m m e n d i n g a c u t o f f i n . 
a i d t o S a v i m b i , u r g i n g o n l y t h a t " t h e 

P r e s i d e n t t a k e n o t e o f t h e c o m p l i c a 
t i o n s f o r U S p o l i c y i n S o u t h A f r i c a 
c r e a t e d b y U S m i l i t a r y a s s i s t a n c e t o 
U N I T A . " 

A l t h o u g h t h e c o m m i s s i o n w a s e x 
p l i c i t l y c h a r g e d w i t h r e a c h i n g a 
" b i p a r t i s a n c o n s e n s u s o n U S p o l i c y , " 
t h e y p r o v e d u n a b l e t o a g r e e a m o n g s t 
t h e m s e l v e s . T h r e e o f t h e t w e l v e c o m 
m i s s i o n e r s , f o r m e r U n d e r s e c r e t a r y o f 
S t a t e L a w r e n c e E a g l e b u r g e r , G e n e r a l 
M o t o r s C h a i r m a n R o g e r S m i t h a n d 
J o h n R . D e l l e n b a c k , d i s s e n t e d f r o m 
t h e m a j o r i t y o n t h e q u e s t i o n o f s a n c 
t i o n s . " I n t e n s i f i e d s a n c t i o n s , 
w h e t h e r u n i l a t e r a l o r m u l t i l a t e r a l , 
c a n n o t s e r v e a s t h e c o r n e r s t o n e " o f 
a n e w U S p o l i c y t h e y a r g u e . " I n d e e d , 
t h e e v i d e n c e s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e c o n 
t e x t o f a g r o w i n g e c o n o m y t h a t S o u t h 
A f r i c a h a s t h e g r e a t e s t l i k e l i h o o d o f 
r e s o l v i n g i t s b a s i c p r o b l e m s . " T h e y 
u r g e d t h a t t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s " t u r n 
a w a y f r o m w h a t w e a r e c o n v i n c e d 
w o u l d b e a w a s t e f u l a n d c o u n t e r 
p r o d u c t i v e c o n t i n u e d c o n c e n t r a t i o n 
o n s a n c t i o n s . " 

Implementing 
sanctions 

F a r f r o m s e t t l i n g t h e d e b a t e o n s a n c 
t i o n s , t h e A n t i - A p a r t h e i d A c t o f 1 9 8 6 
h a s o n l y d e e p e n e d d i v i s i o n s w i t h i n 
t h e r u l i n g e s t a b l i s h m e n t . W i t h i n 
w e e k s o f t h e b i l l ' s p a s s a g e , t h e a d 
m i n i s t r a t i o n b e g a n t o s a b o t a g e t h e 
s a n c t i o n s b y w r i t i n g l o o p h o l e s i n t o 
t h e e n f o r c e m e n t r e g u l a t i o n s . T o g i v e 
j u s t o n e e x a m p l e , a l t h o u g h t h e 
l e g i s l a t i o n e x p l i c i t l y b a n s u r a n i u m 
i m p o r t s f r o m S o u t h A f r i c a a n d 
N a m i b i a t h e a d m i n i s t r ' a t l o n h a s 
d e c i d e d t h a t u r a n i u m d e s t i n e d f o r r e 
e x p o r t i s e x e m p t . 

I n M a r c h t h e P r e s i d e n t v e t o e d a 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l 
s a n c t i o n s p a c k a g e p a t t e r n e d a f t e r 
t h e U S l a w . T h e v e t o d r e w a n a n g r y 
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c o n d e m n a t i o n f r o m R e p u b l i c a n 
S e n a t o r R i c h a r d L u g a r , a k e y 
s t r a t e g i s t o f l a s t y e a r ' s s u c c e s s f u l e f 
f o r t s t o w a t e r d o w n t h e s t r o n g s a n c 
t i o n s p a s s e d by t h e D e m o c r a t i c c o n 
t r o l l e d H o u s e o f R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s * 
T h e v e t o , L u g a r p o i n t e d o u t , ' w a s I n 
d i r e c t o p p o s i t i o n t o a c l a u s e i n t h e 
a c t r e q u i r i n g t h e P r e s i d e n t t o c o o r 
d i n a t e i n t e r n a t i o n a l s a n c t i o n s 
a g a i n s t P r e t o r i a . I t a l s o c o n t r a d i c t e d 
a k e y r e c o m m e n d a t i o n o f t h e a d -
m i n i s t r a t i o n s ' s o w n c o m m i s s i o n 
r e p o r t . 

I n l i e u o f c o n c r e t e s t e p s t o 
d i s t a n c e t h e U .S . f r o m P r e t o r i a , t h e 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s e e m s t o h a v e f a l l e n 
b a c k o n t h e t r a d i t i o n a l d e v i c e o f 
r h e t o r i c a l c o n d e m n a t i o n o f a p a r 
t h e i d . E a r l i e r t h i s y e a r i n G e n e v a t h e 
S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t l a u n c h e d a n u n 
p r e c e d e n t e d a t t a c k o n t h e B o t h a 
g o v e r n m e n t ' s h u m a n r i g h t s r e c o r d . 
O n A p r i l 2 , t h e ^ S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t 
i s s u e d a r e p o r t , r e q u i r e d u n d e r t h e 
C o n g r e s s i o n a l s a n c t i o n s p a s s e d l a s t 
y e a r , t h a t w a s h i g h l y c r i t i c a l o f I s r a e l i 
v i o l a t i o n s o f t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l a r m s 
e m b a r g o a g a i n s t S o u t h A f r i c a . 
W a s h i n g t o n h a s a l w a y s p r e v i o u s l y 
l o o k e d t h e o t h e r w a y w h i l e 
J e r u s a l e m p r o v i d e d n u c l e a r 
w e a p o n s , a v i a t i o n a n d m i s s i l e 
t e c h n o l o g y t o t h e B o t h a g o v e r n m e n t . 

B u t i f t h e S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t h o p e s 
t o a v o i d s l a p p i n g P r e t o r i a b y s c o l d i n g 
t h e m t h e y a r e n o t g e t t i n g m u c h h e l p 
f r o m t h e r i g h t . In r e c e n t m o n t h s , c o n 
s e r v a t i v e a c t i v i s t s h a v e b i t t e r l y a t 
t a c k e d s u c h S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t i n 
i t i a t i v e s a s S h u l t z ' s m e e t i n g w i t h 
A N C p r e s i d e n t O l i v e r T a m b o a n d a i d 
t o M o z a m b i q u e , a n d a c c u s e d 
C r o c k e r o f s e e k i n g t o b l o c k m i l i t a r y 
a i d t o S a v i m b i . I n F e b r u a r y r i g h t - w i n g 
a c t i v i s t s j e e r e d a R e p u b l i c a n 
P r e s i d e n t i a l h o p e f u l w h o s u p p o r t e d 
s a n c t i o n s a g a i n s t P r e t o r i a , a n d v o w 
e d t o m a k e s u p p o r t f o r t h e S o u t h 
A f r i c a n g o v e r n m e n t a l i t m u s t e s t o f 
c o n s e r v a t i v e o r t h o d o x y . 

Confusion in congres 
T h e s i t u a t i o n t o t h e l e f t o f t h e a d 
m i n i s t r a t i o n J s n o l e s s c o n f u s e d . 
W i t h f u r t h e r a c t i o n o n s a n c t i o n s 
u n l i k e l y u n t i l a f t e r t h e f i r s t a n n i v e r 
s a r y o f t h e s a n c t i o n s b i l l t h i s f a l l . 
C o n g r e s s h a s f o c u s e d m o s t o f i t s a t 
t e n t i o n o n t h e F r o n t L i n e S t a t e s . I n 

t h e D e m o c r a t i c c o n t r o l l e d H o u s e , f o r 
e x a m p l e , b i l l s t o p r o v i d e e c o n o m i c 
a i d t o t h e F r o n t L i n e S t a t e s w e r e 
s l a s h e d 5 0 p e r c e n t . C o n g r e s s h a s 
f a i l e d t o l i f t t h e b a n o n a i d t o Z i m 
b a b w e a n d t h e p u b l i c s e c t o r i n 
s o c i a l i s t I V I o z a m b i q u e , a n d m a y w e l l 
p a s s l e g i s l a t i o n i m p o s i n g c o m 
p r e h e n s i v e e c o n o m i c s a n c t i o n s 
a g a i n s t A n g o l a . 

I n d e e d , o v e r t h r o w o f t h e A n g o l a n 
g o v e r n m e n t m a y b e t h e o n e s o u t h e r n 
A f r i c a n o b j e c t i v e t h a t U . S . 
p o l i c y m a k e r s c a n a g r e e o n ^ I n l a t e 
M a r c h , t h e p o w e r f u l c h a i r m a n o f t h e 
H o u s e W a y s a n d M e a n s C o m m i t t e e , 
D e m o c r a t D a n R o s t e n k o w s k i , t r i e d t o 
p a s s a n A n g o l a s a n c t i o n s a m e n d 
m e n t t h r o u g h h i s c o m m i t t e e . C o n 
g r e s s i o n a l l i b e r a l s w e r e s l o w t o r e a c t 
a n d o n l y a f t e r s o m e q u i c k p r e s s u r e 
w a s m o b i l i z e d d i d B l a c k C a u c u s 
m e m b e r C h a r l e s R a n g e l p e r s u a d e 
R o s t e n k o w s k i t o d r o p t h e m e a s u r e s . 
C h a n c e s o f p a s s a g e o f a n t i - M P L A 
m e a s u r e s a r e g o o d i n a C o n g r e s s 
t h a t l a s t y e a r r e f u s e d t o d e b a t e t h e 
m e r i t s o f R e a g a n ' s c o v e r t m i l i t a r y a i d 
p r o g r a m t o t h e S o u t h A f r i c a n - b a c k e d 
A n g o l a n r e b e l s . T h i s y e a r t h e r e a r e 
a l r e a d y t w o a n t i - M P L A b i l l s b e f o r e 
C o n g r e s s . T h e r e i s e v e n a p r o p o s a l 
t o e x p a n d a n d m o d e r n i z e a n a i r s t r i p 
i n s o u t h w e s t e r n Z a i r e t h a t i s a l r e a d y 
b e i n g u s e d b y t h e C I A t o p r o v i d e 
w e a p o n s t o S a v i m b i . 

R e a g a n h i m s e l f c i t e d U S a i d t o 
S a v i m b i i n d e f e n s e o f h i s g l o b a l 
c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y s t r a t e g y d u r i n g 
h i s c r u c i a l M a r c h 1 9 p r e s s c o n 
f e r e n c e o n t h e I r a n / C o n t r a a f f a i r . T h e 
1 9 7 5 C o n g r e s s i o n a l c u t - o f f o f a i d t o 
S a v i m b i , R e a g a n s a i d , w a s " t h e m o s t 
r e c e n t e x a m p l e p e r h a p s w h e r e t h e 
C o n g r e s s h a s t u r n e d o n t h e P r e s i 
d e n t . " A n d a s a r e s u l t " T h e y h a v e a 
c o m m u n i s t g o v e r n m e n t n o w . " 

I n s h o r t t h e r e ' s b o t h g o o d n e w s 
a n d b a d n e w s a b o u t U S p o l i c y t o w a r d 
S o u t h a n d s o u t h e r n A f r i c a . T h e g o o d 
n e w s i s t h a t t h e s t r e n g t h o f p o p u l a r 
r e s i s t a n c e i n S o u t h A f r i c a h a s s h a t 
t e r e d t h e R e a g a n a l l i a n c e w i t h 
P r e t o r i a a n d p u s h e d U S p o l i c y s l i g h t 
l y t o t h e l e f t . I n t h e w r e c k a g e o f t h e 
o l d p o l i c y t h e r e a r e o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r 
f u r t h e r c h a n g e s . 

T h e b a d n e w s i s t h a t U S p o l i c y i s 
s t i l l b e i n g d e b a t e d w i t h o u t r e f e r e n c e 
t o t h e r i g h t o f p o l i t i c a l a n d e c o n o m i c 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n t h a t b e l o n g s t o 
t h e S o u t h A f r i c a n m a j o r i t y . T h e 
d e b a t e a m o n g t h e p o w e r s t h a t b e i s 
n o t o v e r a n e w d e f i n i t i o n o f U S i n 
t e r e s t s i n s o u t h e r n A f r i c a b u t h o w 
b e s t t o p r o t e c t t h o s e i n t e r e s t s i n t h e 
c u r r e n t c r i s i s . 

P r o f o u n d c h a n g e s i n U S p o l i c y 
t o w a r d s o u t h e r n A f r i c a w i l l p r o b a b l y 
h a v e t o a w a i t a c h a n g e i n t h o s e 
p o w e r s t h a t b e . 
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YOGHURT C H I C K E N 

Ingredients: 
1 M e d i u m s i z e c h i c k e n c u t i n t o 8 p i e c e s . 
1 s m a l l c a r t o n o f n a t u r a l y o g h u r t . 
2 o n i o n s f i n e l y c h o p p e d . 
3 c l o v e s o f g a r l i c c r u s h e d . 
2 h e a p e d t a b l e s p o o n s o f c u r r y p o w d e r . 
2 t a b l ^ s p o o n s o f t o m a t o p u r e e , 
o n e q u a r t e r c u p o f o i l . 
1 c u p s t o c k o r w a t e r . 

Method: 
H e a t o i l u n t i l h o t t h e n a d d o n i o n s a n d g a r l i c . W h e n s l i g h t l y g o l d e n 
a d d c h i c k e n p i e c e s a n d f r y u n t i l t h e c h i c k e n i s s l i g h t l y b r o w n . A d d 
t o m a t o p u r e e a n d s t o c k , t h e n a d d c u r r y p o w d e r a n d s a h . S i m m e r u n 
t i l c o o k e d s t i r r i n g o c c a s i o n a l l y . 

W h e n t h e c h i c k e n i s t e n d e r a n d c o o k e d a d d Y o g h u r t . T h i s d i s h c a n 
b e e a t e n w i t h s a d z a , r i c e o r p a s t a . 
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7IWITBA 
IMPORT AND EXPORT INTERNATIONAL 

(PVT.) 
LTD. 

61 JULIUS NYERERE WAY 

P . O . B O X 4 0 4 8 , H A R A R E 
P H O N E 7 0 7 5 7 0 , 7 9 3 4 7 0 . 

We are major suppliers of: 
School Stationery 
School Furniture 
Office Equipment 
Hardware 

Do not hesitate to call on us! 



If you're starting to look 
like this, w e suggest y o u 
look in o n . . . 

H A R A R E 7 0 6 8 0 4 
B U L A W A Y O 6 6 9 9 1 

When y o u choose your clothes from Eric 
Davis, you know you're choosing from what is 
probably the best and most comprehensive 
range of quality menswear in the country. 

All the leading manufacturers are 
represented...and there is always a selected 
range of exclusive and individual fashions 
available. 



AFRICA'S YOUTH 
LEADERS OF TOMORROW 
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