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Editorial 
Plight of Palestinians in Lebanon: Time for Action 

Since the now so-called "camps wars" started in Lebanon a few months ago more than 5 000 Palestinian men, women and innocent children have been killed. This massacre, which is only the latest of the many horrors Palestinians have suffered at the hands of different elements over the past five years, highlights once again the urgent need to establish a secure Palestinian homeland. The scale of the current killings, which are continuing as the cruel seiges barring entry of relief supplies into the camps take their toll, are worse than the appalling attrocities committed by the Israelis and Christian Phallangists in 1982. 
The crisis facing Palestinians in Lebanon and other parts of the Middle East arises from the denial by Zionists of the national rights of the Palestinian people. This denial of national rights has given birth to the modem Palestinian resistance movement and the emergence of the Palestinian Liberation Organisation (PLO) which is rightly asserting that the long-term solution to the conflict in Palestine must rest on the creation of a secular, democratic state in Palestine, affording equal rights and protection from discrimination to all, whether they be Christians, Jews or Muslims. 
Certain nations, particularly the United States, have tended to portray the Palestinian people, and the PLO, as the obstacle to peace in Palestine. But the fact is that the PLO stand on the need for the creation of a Palestinian state conforms with international thinking as expressed through the General Assembly of the United Nations, Non-Aligned Movement, and other important bodies. 
The PLO's programme seeks to secure the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, which the General Assembly of the United Nations defined in Resolution 3236 adopted in 1974 and Resolution ES-72 adopted in 1980. These referred to the right to self-determination, national independence and sovereignty of the Palestinian people, and the right of the same people to establish their own independent sovereign state. The UN has also endorsed the right of those Palestinians living in exile as refugees to return to their homes and property and for those who 

choose not to return to receive compensation. 
In addition, the UN has confirmed the status of the PLO as the legitimate representative of the Palestinian people, and has afHrmed that the PLO must be involved in any conferences or negotiations concerning the future of Palestine. 
The Zionist response to the PLO and the United Nations proposals has been predictably hostile. Zionists concede no national rights to the Palestinians, and have shown by their actions and declarations the intention to sabotage any plan which endorses the principles of Palestinian self-determination in an independent sovereign state. The United States has been the key supporter of this Zionist stand to obstruct all efforts to secure a settlement based on the legitimate national rights of Palestinians. 
Two aspects of the US-Zionist position are dominant. The first is to block any move towards the creation of an independent Palestinian state. The second has been to devise a series of alternative schemes aimed at excluding the PLO, and thereby denying the Palestinian people an independent and representative voice both in any prelude to the creation of an independent Palestinian state, and in its subsequent administration. 
In the late 1970s, just as the prospects for real progress towards a just settlement to the Palestine question seemed possible, through an International Conference convened under joitit US and Soviet Chairmanship, the Americans produced the Camp David plan. This not only excluded the PLO from any roUt concerning the future of the. Palestinian territories, but also denied other Palestinians any meaningful role. Israel was given veto powers to obstract any plan likely to lead to the creation of an independent Palestinian state, and the accords themselVes spelled out a scheme of "autonomy" similar to the Bantustan system in Apartheid South Africa. 
On September 1, 1982, President Reagan launched America's latest bid to undermine any progress towards Palestinian statehood and self-determination. The plan called for Palestinians living in the West Bank and Gaza Strip to exer-
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cise "self-government" in association with the 
Kingdom of Jordan. 

At its February 1983 meeting in Algiers, the 
Palestinian National Council concluded that the 
Reagan Plan 'Mn manner and content, does not 
meet the established national rights of the 
Palestinian people, since it denies the right of 
return and self-determination, and setting up of 
the independent Palestinian state, and also does 
not recognise the P L O as the sole legitimate 
representative of the Palestinian people." 

These US/Zionist manouevres should be con
demned in the strongest possible terms by all 
progressive people around the world. To ensure 
that these evil schemes do not succeed, Arab 
unity is vital. We therefore call upon all Arab 
nations to unite and give the Palestinians all the 
support they need. The current conflicts in the 
Arab world, in particular the Iraqi-Iran war and 
the insane Amal assaults on Palestinian refugee 

camps in Lebanon, are working to the benefit 
of one side — Zionist Israel. 

There is an urgent need to take concrete steps 
to stop the seige placed on Palestinian refugee 
camps by Amal militiamen. In this connection 
we call upon the Non-Aligned Movement's 
Committee of Nine to convene without delay 
to examine ways and take steps to end the ap
palling massacres of Palestinians now taking 
place in Lebanon. 

We urge the leadership of Amal and Syria to 
heed the call made recently by the Chairman of 
NAM, Comrade Robert G. Mugabe, asking "in 
the name of this common humanity" all those 
with influence on the situation to stop the 
tragedy facing Palestinians in Lebanese camps. 
"In particular, we ask those whose actions have 
resulted in the non-delivery of food, medical 
supplies and other essentials to the camps, to 
refrain from doing so." 

A L E T T E R TO THE E D I T O R 
When a cow stops m i l k i n g , i t is 
taken to the slaughter house. I t is 
high time the U n i t e d States of 
A m e r i c a act correspondingly with 
its "Constructive Engangement" 
Policy for South A f r i c a , its 
"sacred cow". 

This question has arisen a g a i n 
after the publication of a special 
commission set up to look into 
A m e r i c a n Policy with regard to 
racist P r e t o r i a . 

T h e c o m m i s s i o n t h a t w a s a p p o i n t e d 
b y t h e R e a g a n a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
d e c l a r e d i n a s p e c i a l p r e p a r e d r e p o r t 
t h a t t h e " C o n s t r u c t i v e E n g a n g e 
m e n t " p o l i c y h a d s u f f e r e d f a i l u r e . I f 
t h e U S c a n t e l l t h e w o r l d t h a t t h e 
p o l i c y h a d f a i l e d d i s m a l l y , c a n t h a t 
s a m e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n p u r p o s e f u l l y b e 
i n v o l v e d i n t h e p r o p i n g u p o f t h a t 
s a m e r e g i m e i t h a d i n t e n d e d t o p r o 
t e c t f r o m i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r e s s u r e t o 
b r i n g d e m o c r a c y t o S o u t h A f r i c a . 

W h e n t h e R e a g a n a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
w a s p r e s s i n g S o u t h e r n A f r i c a t i S t a t e s 
a n d t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o m m u n i t y t o 
a c c e p t p i e c e m e a l s o c a l l e d c h a n g e s b y 
t h e B o t h a r e g i m e , w h y d i d i t i n f a c t 
d e c l a r e a s t a t e o f e m e r g e n c y a n d a r 

r e s t a s m a n y a s 2 5 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e , w i t h 
m o r e t h a n 2 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e i n c l u d i n g 
c h i l d r e n b e i n g k i l l e d ? T h e p r e s s h a s 
b e e n m u z z l e d a n d j o u r n a l i s t s a r e 
p r i s o n e r s i n t h e r a c i s t r e p u b H c . 

S o u t h A f r i c a , t h e U S " c o w " u n d e r 
B o t h a i s h e a d i n g f o r w h i t e o n l y e l e c 
t i o n s , g i v i n g t h e u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t 

' ' t h e r e g i m e h a s n o t e v e n m o v e d a n 
i n c h t o b r i n g a b o u t w h a t w a s i n t e n d 
e d b y t h e U S p o l i c y o f " C o n s t r u c t i v e 
E n g a n g e m e n t " . T h e B o e r s h a v e n o 

^ . i n t e n t i o n o f s h a r i n g p o w e r w i t h t h e 
b l a c k p o p u l a t i o n . I t h a s n o t e v e n 
m o v e d a n y s t e p i n g r a n t i n g i n 
d e p e n d e n c e t o t h e p e o p l e o f N a m i b i a 
b u t h a s n o w i n s t i t u t e d a p t i p p e t 

^ r e g i m e i n t h a t c o u n t r y . 

W h i l e t h e U S s t i l l s t a n d s b y i t s 
" C o n s t r u c t i v e E n g a n g e m e n t ' ' p o l i c y , 
t h e B o t h a r e g i m e i s e s c a l a t i n g i t s 

. ^ s u b v e r s i v e a c t i v i t i e s a g a i n s t t h e 
S o u t h e r n A f r i c a n i n d e p e n d e n t s t a t e s . 
M a n y p e o p l e n o w s ee t h e t r u t h i n 
w h a t t h e p e o p l e o f S o u t h e r n A f r i c a 
w e r e s a y i n g t h a t " s a n c t i o n s d o a n d 

•*can w o r k " w h i l e t h e U S i s b u t t r e s s 
i n g t h e r a c i s t r e g i m e a n d s u p p r e s s i t s 
A f r i c a n n e i g h b o u r s . 

T h e S o u t h A f r i c a n g o v e r n m e n t h a s 
^ f a i l e d t o f o r c e a n d s i l e n c e a n t i 

a p a r t h e i d f i g h t e r s i n s i d e r a c i s t S o u t h 
A f r i c a a n d N a m i b i a . T h e e m e r g e n c y 
a n d p r e s s m u z z l i n g h a s n o t s i l e n c e d 
t h e p e o p l e i n a p a r t h e i d r u l e d S o u t h 
A f r i c a a n d h a s n o t b e e n a b l e t o 
c o w d o w n t h e f r o n t l i n e s t a t e s s u p p o r t 
f o r t h e l i b e r a t i o n m o v e m e n t s f i g h t i n g 
a g a i n s t t h e r a c i s t r e g i m e . T h e c o n 
t i n u e d a c t s o f a g g r e s s i o n a g a i n s t t h e 
f r o n t l i n e s t a t e s w i l l n o t , d e t e r t h e 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f t h e s e 
s t a t e s t o see a p a r t h e i d d e s t r o y e d . 

T h e a p a r t h e i d r e g i n i e ' s e c o n o m y i s 
i n c h r o n i c p r o b l e m s a n d w h e t h e r t h a t 
w i l l f o r c e S o u t h A f r i c a t o c h a n g e i s 
n o t o n l y a n i l l u s i o n . C o m p l e m e n t e d 
b y t h e c a l l f o r s a n c t i o n s , S o u t h 
A f r i c a c a n n o t d e f e n d i t s a p a r t h e i d 
p o l i c y b y e x p o r t i n g a g g r e s s i o n a n d i t s 
w i l l t o f o r c e i t s n e i g h b o u r s s u c c u m b 
t o i t s s o - c a l l e d m i l i t a r y m i g h t y . , W i t h 
m o r e p r e s s u r e a t h o m e S o u t h A f r i c a 
is n o w t r y i n g t o d i s r u p t t h e e c o n o m i c 
p r o g r e s s o f c o u n t r i e s l i k e A n g o l a , 
M o z a m b i q u e , Z i m b a b w e a n d Z a m 
b i a . I t s c o n t i n u e d s u p p o r t t o b o t h t h e 
M N R i n M o z a m b i q u e a n d U N I T A 

- b a n d i t m o v e m e n t i n A n g o l a s h o w s 
t h a t t h e r a c i s t r e g i m e i s t r y i n g t o 
b r i n g t h e s e r e v o l u t i o n a r y c o u n t r i e s 
o n t h e i r k n e e s . 
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The current wave of struggle in 
South Africa is not reversaWe, it is 
like wind which knows no mountain. 
The fighting forces in both Namibia 
and South Africa are intensifying 
their struggle for justice. 

The Frontline States and the inter
national community have an obliga
tion to support that struggle and if 
possible take drastic measures to pro
tect the peoples of Southern Africa 
from South Africa's aggressive policy 
of destabilisation. 

The people of the Frontline States 

have a right to defend their in
dependence and develop their coun
tries without South Africa's aggres
sion. The people of Southern Africa 
have resolved not to be agents of the 
US in its efforts to protect apartheid 
for its own imperialist intentions. The 
recent announcements by the Reagan 
administration that its forces would 
stage exercises with the renegade 
regime in Kinshasa and establish an 
Arperican base in Zaire is yet another 
crime against the people of the 
region. - ' 

The question which I may ask is 
why the USA is now interested in a 
base in Zaire and Africa? It is the im
perialist plot led by the US to 
distabilize developments in Southern 
Africa and protect its cow, apartheid 
regime in Pretoria. The issue in ques
tion now is can the American and its 
racis t cow defend the evil 
"apar the id" . 

The time has run out for the racist 
and the United States administration. 
The people of South Africa and 
Namibia shall be free. 

AFRICA FUND LAUNCHED 

•, J4|l lit. 

Mr. C t i a i r m a n , y e s t e r d a y w e a d o p t e d t h e t h r e e basic d o c u m e n t s 
t h a t p e r t a i n t o t h e Non-Aligned M o v e m e n t s ' AFRICA Fund. By 
so doing w e f o r m a l l y l a u n c h e d t h a t Fund. The M o v e m e n t of 
Non-Aligned c o u n t r i e s w a s e x p e c t i n g t h i s C o m m i t t e e t o t a k e 
positive a c t i o n in t h a t d i r e c t i o n . The world h a d i t s eyes t u r n e d 
on N e w D e l h i . The p e o p l e of Southern Africa^ h a d high 
l e g i t i m a t e e x p e c t a t i o n s : t h e i r hopes w e r e v i n d i c a t e d . 

Yet, Mr Chairman, is this the time 
for self-congratulations and 
mutual felicitations? By formally 
launching the Fund we have only 
begun the battle. We have thrown 
the gauntlet. This is a challenge 
to ourselves, and to the world at 
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l a r g e . T h e d e c i s i o n h a s b e e n 
t a k e n : t h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n m u s t 
n o w b e u n d e r t a k e n . I n d i a , a s 
u s u a l , h a s g i v e n t h e l e a d . I n d i a ' s 
a n n o u n c e m e n t o f t h e f i r s t o r 
o p e n i n g c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e F u n d 
w a s y e s t e r d a y r e c e i v e d w i t h a c 
c l a m a t i o n . I a m c o n v i n c e d t h a t 
t h e a c c l a m a t i o n w a s n o t s y m 
b o l i c o f s a t i s f a c t i o n . T h a t w o u l d 
a m o u n t t o m i s p l a c e d c o n t e n t 
m e n t a n d s h e e r c o m p l a c e n c y . I 
a m s u r e I n d i a ' s l e a d w a s a c c l a i m 
e d b e c a u s e i t e p i t o m i s e d t h e m i l i 
t a n t m o o d a n d f i g h t i n g s p i r i t t h a t 
p e r v a d e d t h e d e l b e r a t i o n s o f t h i s 
C o m m i t t e e . I m a k e b o l d t o s a y 
t h a t i t d e p i c t e d t h e c o m b a t i v e 
p o s t u r e t h a t I d i s c e r n i n t h e 
M o v e m e n t o f N o n - A l i g n e d c o u n 
t r i e s . L e t t h e p e r p e t r a t o r s o f t h e 
h e i n o u s s y s t e m o f a p a r t h e i d t a k e 
n o t e o f t h i s . L e t t h e i r c o l 
l a b o r a t o r s s e a r c h d e e p i n t o t h e i r 
s o u l s a n d c o m e u p w i t h 
r i g h t e o u s a n s w e r s t o s o o t h e t h e i r 
m u c h s e a r e d c o n s c i e n c e . W e e n 
j o i n t h e m t o a s s o c i a t e t h e m 
s e l v e s w i t h t h i s c r u s a d e f o r 
h u m a n i t y t h a t w e h a v e l a u n c h e d . 
I f t h e y s t i l l h a v e e c o n o m i c , 
j o l i t i c a l o r m o r a l e x c u s e s f o r n o t 
m p o s i n g s a n c t i o n s a g a i n s t t h e 

r a c i s t r e g i m e i n P r e t o r i a , t h e y 
s h o u l d n o t b a l k a t j o i n i n g c o n 
c e r n e d h u m a n i t y ' s v e h i c l e f o r e x -
p r e s i n g c o n c r e t e s o l i d a r i t y w i t h 
t h e v i c t i m s o f a p a r t h e i d ' s a c t s o f 
a g g r e s s i o n a n d d e s t a b i l i s a t i o n . 

M r . C h a i r m a n , t h e Appeal 
w h i c h w e m a d e y e s t e r d a y w a s a 
c l a r i o n c a l l t o t h e e n t i r e m e m b e r 

s h i p o f o u r M o v e m e n t t o f u l f i l 
m o r a l a n d p o l i t i c a l o b l i g a t i o n s 
a r i s i n g o u t o f t h e i r o w n w e l l -
c o n s i d e r e d a n d c a r e f u l l y -
w e i g h e d d e c i s i o n s . T h e Plan of 
Action for the AFRICA Fund 
w h i c h w e a d o p t e d i s o u r 
b l u e p r i n t f o r t h e p o s i t i v e u t i l i s a 
t i o n o f t h e F u n d . I t p r e s u p p o s e s 
s u c c e s s i n t h e r e s o u r c e m o b i l i s a 
t i o n s c h e m e t h a t w e h a v e a g r e e d 
t o . I t i s a r e a l i s t i c a n d s o b e r -
a s s e s s m e n t o f t h e r e a l n e e d s o f 
t h e d o m e s t i c a n d e x t e r n a l v i c 
t i m s o f a p a r t h e i d . I t i s a p l a n o f 
a c t i o n t h a t s t a r t s f r o m a r e a l i s t i c 
a n d s o b e r e s t i m a t i o n o f t h e 
p o t e n t i a l r e s o u r c e s t h a t c a n b e 
r e a s o n a b l y e x p e c t e d t o b e 
m u s t e r e d . A n d l a s t l y , t h e Rules 
of Procedure for Management 
and Operation of the AFRICA 
Fund d o n o t c o n s t i t u t e a r a d i c a l 
d e p a r t u r e f r o m w h a t i s a 
r e a s o n a b l e , s i m p l e a n d f l e x i b l e 
s e t o f p r o c e d u r a l a n d o p e r a t i o n a l 
r e g u l a t i o n s i n t e n d e d t o o b v i a t e 
b u r e a u c r a t i c r i g i d i t y a n d t o e n 
s u r e r e s p o n s i v e n e s s a n d 
e f f i c a c y . 

M r . C h a i r m a n , I w i s h t o a d 
d r e s s m y f i n a l r e m a r k s , a s C h a i r 
m a n o f t h e M o v e m e n t o f N o n -
A l i g n e d c o u n t r i e s , t o t h e e n t i r e 
m e m b e r s h i p o f t h e o r g a n i s a t i o n . 
T h e AFRICA Fund i s t h e i r o w n 
b a b y . T h i s C o m m i t t e e h a s 
d i s c h a r g e d a c r u c i a l p a r t o f i t s 
m a n d a t e . T h e t i m e h a s n o w c o m e 
f o r n o n - a l i g n e d c o u n t r i e s t o a c 
q u i t t h e m s e l v e s o n a n y p o s s i b l e 

try, I would like first of all to thank 
you for accepting my invitation so 
readily, and for thus taking time 
from your no doubt very busy 
schedule. On behalf of the entire 
fraternal people of our country and, 
indeed, on my personal behalf, I very 
warmly welcome you to Zimbabwe. 
The Hon. President Comrade C.S. Banana 
delivering his speech 

i m p u r a t i o n s o f l e v i t y o r c y n i c i s m 
i n t a k i n g d e c i s i o n s t h a t a f f e c t t h e 
d e s t i n y o f m i l l i o n s o f h u m a n i t y . 
I t b e h o v e s u s w h o a r e a s s e m b l e d 
h e r e t h i s m o r n i n g t o g i v e t h e l e a d 
t o t h e r e s t o f t h e N o n - A l i g n e d 
m e m b e r s h i p , i n a s m u c h a s o u r 
C o m m i t t e e ' s C h a i r m a n , I n d i a , 
f u l f i l l e d t h i s r o l e y e s t e r d a y . T h e 
m o m e n t u m s o g e n e r a t e d m u s t 
n e v e r b e a l l o w e d t o d i s s i p a t e . I t 
s h o u l d n e v e r b e s a i d o f u s b y o u r 
c o n t e m p o r a r i e s o r b y p o s t e r i t y 
t h a t w h e n t h e m o m e n t c a m e f o r 
t h e a c i d t e s t o f t a n g i b l e c o m m i t 
m e n t , w e d i t h e r e d o r t u r n e d 
a p o s t a t e . 

M r . C h a i r m a n , a s t h e m o m e n t 
h a s n o w a r r i v e d f o r m e t o b i d 
f a r e w e l l t o y o u a n d t o a l l m y c o l 
l e a g u e s a s s e m b l e d h e r e t h i s m o r 
n i n g , l e t m e t a k e t h i s o p p o r t u n i 
t y f i r s t l y a s C h a i r m a n o f N A M , 
a n d s e c o n d l y a s h e a d o f m y 
d e l e g a t i o n t o e x p r e s s m y u t m o s t 
a p p r e c i a t i o n t o t h e p e o p l e a n d 
t h e g o v e r n m e n t o f I n d i a , a n d t o 
y o u p e r s o n a l l y b r o t h e r R a j i v , f o r 
t h e b o u n t y a n d h o s p i t a l i t y t h a t 
y o u o f f e r e d t h r o u g h o u t o u r s t a y 
i n t h i s g r e a t c o u n t r y . I w i s h a l s o 
t o t h a n k a l l m y c o l l e a g u e s a n d 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d d e l e g a t e s f o r t h e 
f r a t e r n a l a n d f u l l c o - o p e r a t i o n 
a n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t w a s e x 
t e n d e d t o m e a n d m y d e l e g a t i o n . 

L o n g l i v e ^ t h e N o n - A l i g n e d 
M o v e m e n t ! 

T h e s t r u g g l e c o n t i n u e s ! 

TIME RUNNING 
OUT FOR 
APARTHEID 
President Canaan Banana addressed a State Banquet in Honour of 
President Joachim Chissano, during the Mozambican President's first 
official visit to Zimbabwe. Following is the full text of his speech 
It is my great ftonour and pleasure 
to welcome today a Comrade-in
arms and a true friend of the peo
ple of Zimbabwe, the President of 
the People's Republic of Mozam
bique, Comrade Joaquim 
Chissano, his gracious wife and 
their entire delegation. 
On this very joyous occasion, mark
ing your first state visit to our coun-
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I am sure, Comrades and friends, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, you will agree 
with me that President Chissano is no 
stranger to this country and to our 
people. He has been here many times 
already and the latest being January 
this year. Indeed, this is how it should 
be between the leaderships of 
Mo2ambique and Zimbabwe. Our 
two countries and their fraternal 
peoples are twins, one flesh, one 
blood and one destiny. The regular 
exchange of visits, not only between 
the leaders but also among our peo
ple provide constant contact and op
portunities for consultations on mat
ters of common concern and interest. 

However, all gathered here will, I 
am sure, agree with me that, Com
rade Chissano's current visit to our 
country must be and is indeed dif
ferent from earlier ones. Today's visit 
is a very special one, because it is 
Comrade Chissano's very first state 
visit since assuming the leadership of 
the fraternal and sister-country of 
Mozambique. We are singularly 
honoured by your presence in our 
midst, therefore, Comrade President 
and Dear Colleague. At the same 
time, I wish, on behalf of all Zimba
bweans to once again wish you and 
the people of Mozambique great suc
cess in your national endeavours as 
you tackle the tasks of transforming 
your country. Be assured of our total 
support and solidarity. 

Comrade President: I have already 
referred to the oneness of the Peoples 
of Mozambique and Zimbabwe, and 
to our common interests. It was this 
same perception of our common 
destiny that prompted the Govern
ment and people of Mozambique, 
under FRELIMO, to stand firmly 
with us through thick and thin dur
ing our national liberation struggle 
against the minority racist and col
onial opp res s ion . Z A N U and 
FRELIMO freedom fighters fought, 
bled and died together. That is the 
courageous story and lesson of Nyad-
zonya, Chimoio and other sacred 
places in Mozambique and Zim
babwe. The solidarity of the peoples 
of Zimbabwe and Mozambique is 
sacred because it is sealed in the sweat 
and blood of thousands of the sons 
and daughters of our two countries. 

It is not surprising, therefore, that 
since the attainment of our own 
freedom and Independence in 1980, 
the Government and people of Zim

babwe have c o n t i n u ^ to cooperate 
closely with Mozambique in the 
various fields of our common 
endeavour. We continue to work 
together to improve, widen and 
deepen even more our cooperation in 
defence, cultural and economic areas. 
I am happy to note in this regard, 
that a joint Commission has been 
established to provide an effective 
frame work of our cooperation. Our 
two Governments and peoples must 
do everything possible to ensure the 
success of the Joint Commission, by 
maintaining the regularity of its 
meetings and by adopting a serious, 
purposeful and business-like ap
proach during the deliberations of 
such meetings. -

Comrade President, the Govern
ment and people of Zimbabwe follow 
with great encou ragemen t the 
Economic Recovery P rogramme 
which your Government has adopted 
to revitalize and revamp your na
tional economy. We congratulate you 
on this remarkable achievement! The 
successful implementation of the pro
gramme will no doubt depend on the 
successful mobilization of both inter
nal and external suppor t and 
resources. We wish you well in this 
regard as, indeed the successful im
plementation of the programme will 
not only lead to great improvement 
in the living standards of all your 
people, but will also give impetus to 
the cooperation between our " two 
countries. Above all, Comrade Presi
dent, an economically viable and 
strong Mozambique will be of im
mense benefit to the Frontline and 
SADCC spirit, to which we are both 
committed. 

Very unfortunately however, the 
peoples of Mozambique and Zim
babwe have not been and are not be
ing allowed adequate opportunity to 
exploit and reahze the potential of 
their common endeavours to the full. 
Our efforts have been and continue 
to be frustrated by the policies and 
activities of the racist Pretoria 
regime. Having hopelessly and 
dismally failed in its desperate bid to 
stop the attainment of our political 
freedom and Independence, the Boer 
regime has now decided to fight 
agains t the real isa t ion of our 
economic independence and develop
ment. That is what the poHcy of 

regional destabilization, intimidation 
and blackmail has been designed to 
achieve. That is what the recruiting, 
training and sponsorship of criminals 
and bandits in our countries has been 
designed to do . 

These are, however acts of criminal 
desperation by a regime that has been 
roundly condemned and rejected by 
the entire world, as an enemy of 
democracy, social justice and human 
progress. Mozambique and Zim
babwe must continue to stand 
together against the regime's acts of 
state terrorism aimed against our 
peoples, territorial integrity and na
t i ona l sovere ign ty . M o r e o v e r , 
toge ther we fought , died and 
ultimately triumphed in our libera
tion struggles. Together we must con
tinue to be a mighty moral and 
fighting force against our common 
enemy. 

This message must be conveyed to 
the racist regime in Pretoria, as well 
as to its proxies, the RENAMO ban
dits who are bringing so much suffer
ing, misery, destruction and death to 
several parts of Mozambique. Zim
babwe and Mozambique will together 
fight their common enemy until the 
scourge of banditry is completely ex
terminated. This is a fight we dare 
not lose. This is a fight we will win, 
because our cause is a moral one and 
it is just. 

Victory is Certain 
Comrade President, Mozambique 
and Zimbabwe are not alone in the 
struggle against apartheid aggression. 
We have the entire international com
munity on our side, because apar
theid has been condemned and re
jected as a crime against humanity. 
With the exception of a few countries 
in the West, the majority of the coun
tries in the world are now agreed 
about the urgent need to impose 
mandatory sanctions against the 
apartheid regime, as the only remain
ing method of peacefully dismantling 
apartheid. 

Time is running out too fast for the 
intransigent apartheid rulers in 
Pre tor ia . Apartheid-ruled South 
Africa is in turmoil, as the oppress
ed masses of South Africa, men and 
women and even school children, 
courageously resist and reject the ar
chaic order under which they live. No 
amount of brute force and no state 
of emergency laws, no matter how 
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draconian they may be, can save the 
evil regime from self destruction. The 
struggling masses of. South Africa 
and Namibia are assured of victory. 
Zimbabwe, Mozambique and all the 
progressive countries the world over 
are right in supporting the struggHng 
peoples of South Afr ica and 
Namibia. We will intensify this sup
port and our solidarity with ANC, 
the PAC and SWAPO until victory 
is achieved. 

Comrade President, elsewhere in 
the world, we note with equal con
cern the deterioration of peace and 
stabiHty. We are now concerned 
about the situation in the Middle 

.East, where the Palestinians are 
denied their right to establish 
themselves in their own land, and 
where the entire refugee communities 
are facing possible total annihilation 
at the hands of both Zionist enemies 
and fellow Arabs. We are saddened 
by' the continuation of the conflict 
between Iran and Iraq, just as we are 

indeed deeply concerned about the 
dangerous s i tuat ion in Centra l 
America, where Nicaragua's sove
reignty is under constant and severe 
threat from a powerful neighbour. 

We are very concerned, Comrade 
President about the state of world 
peace and security in the prevailing 
atmosphere of deteriorating super 
power relations. We are concerned 
that despite the world's yearning for 
peace, development and progress, 
huge resources are being squandered 
on a senseless arms race. 

Comrade President and my dear 
Brother, let me conclude by saying 
how very pleased I am that you and 
your delegation are visiting us. Your 
visit provides an opportunity for our 
Governments to deliberate over these 
and other matters of mutual concern 
to our respective peoples. Above all, 
it is my most sincere wish that the 
visit should enable you and Madame 
Chissano to relax and rest among 

your own people — the Zimbabwean 
people. We are indeed very honoured 
by your visit. Have a very pleasant 
stay with us. 

M a y I now invi te all ou r 
distinguished guests to join us in a 
toast:-
— to the continued good health and 

long life of our most distinguish
ed guest. President Joaquim 
Chissano and Madame 
Chissano; 

— to continued excellent and most 
cordial relations, solidarity and 
cooperation between the frater
nal peoples of Mozambique and 
Zimbabwe; 

— to peace and prosperity in 
Mozambique; 

— to the success of the hberation 
struggles in South Africa and 
Namibia. 

THANK YOU. 

The President of Mozambique, 
Comrade Joaquim Alberto 
Chissano recently paid his first 
visit to Zimbabwe. He was accom
panied by his wife, Marcelina; the 
Minister of Defence, Comrade 
Alberto Chrpande; Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Comrade 
Pascoal Macumbi; Minister of 
Finance, Comrade Abdul Magid 
Osman; and Deputy Secretary of 
the Central Committee of 
Frelimo, Comrade Jose Luis 
Cabaco. 
The Mozambican delegation also in
cluded Frelimo central committee 
members . C o m r a d e s A u g u s t o 
Macamo, Amour Zacarias Kupela 
and Rafael Benedito Afonso Maguni 
.(Governor of Manica Province) and 
C o m r a d e Salome Moiane the 
Secretary General of the Mozam
bican Women's Organisation. 

We publish below the full text of 
the Mozambican leader's speech 
delivered at a banquet hosted in his 
owner by the ^President of the 
Republic of Zimbabwe Comrade Ca
naan Sodindo Banana: 

Comrade Chissano's visit further cemented the existing relations between our two 
countries; He is seen with the President and First Secretary of ZANU (Pl=̂  Comrade 
R.G. Mugabe and the State President, thje Honourable Comrade, Canaan Banana 

The friendly relations of kinship, and 
the c o m m o n cu l tu re between 
Mozambican and Z i m b a b w e a n 
peoples was shown to us by the in
habitants of Harare, representing the 
whole of the Zimbabwean people, 
from the moment we arrived in this 
country of the heroes of resistance, 
both of past centuries, such as 

Munhumutapa , and against col
onialism and the illegal Smith regime, 
such as Chitepo, Tongogara and J.Z. 
Moyo. 

For us, to be in Zimbabwe is to be 
at home. ' 

We are united by a rich historical 
experience. The land and the people 
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of the mighty Zambezi were united, 
before the period of colonial domina-

i tion, by the Munhumutapa Empire, 
and afterwards by the Gaza Empire, 
to the shores of the Indian Ocean. 

It was colonialism which divided 
us, exploited us and humiliated us. 

We rediscovered our unity and our 
oneness in the process of the libera
tion of our countries. It was in the 
political struggle, and later in the 
arm^d struggle, that we built upon 
our kinship and common suffering in 
the fight for our common objectives. 

Arriving again in this heroic land, 
each glance from a former freedom 
fighter which we receive, every Zim
babwean citizen's face which greets 
us, reminds us of the long marches 
which we have undertaken together, 
since the days of Dar es Salaam and 
Nachingwea in Tanzania, since the 
days in Lusaka and Katete in Zam
bia, crossing the Zambezi to carry the 
flame of the freedom struggle into 
southern Mozambique and into 
Zimbabwe. 

The warm reception which we 
received clearly reflects the deter
mination and the will of our peoples 
to march side-by-side towards a 
future of prosperity, progress and 
peace. 

We have come to the Republic of 
Zimbabwe to reaffirm the validity of 
the principles which have guided the 
relations between our countries. 

These relations have grown up and 
developed in the difficult process of 
the war for peace, a war which our 
common enemies have always forc
ed upon us. 

We declare, comrade and friend 
Canaan Banana, our firm and un-
shakeable determination to con
solidate and develop our friendship 
and solidarity with the Government 
of Zimbabwe. 

The Mozambican people and the 
militants of the Frelimo Party, will 
never forget the innumerable ways in 
which men and women, young peo
ple, elders and children, all honoured 
the memory of our beloved President 
Samora Moises Machel, who died 
tragically, before his time, at Mbuzini 
on the 19th of October 1986. 

The consternation, the revulsion 
and the pain which was felt in Zim
babwe by young people and children. 

President Joachim Chissano: No enemy 
will divide us . 

men, women and elders, convinced 
us that President Samora Machel's 
wish to prosecute the struggle was 
and remains the demand of all oiir 
Zimbabwean brothers and sisters, as 
it is for the whole Mozambican peo
ple. Mbuzini intermingled the pain, 
mourning and tears of the Mozam
bican and Zimbabwean peoples. 

Mbuzini is a cry of revulsion 
against a common enemy. The 
widespread actions of solidarity, the 
demonstrations of repugnance by the 
youth and the women's organizations 
and the trade unions of Zimbabwe, 
during those ill-fated days, will 
always remain in the heart of every 
Mozambican. 

We bring you our guarantee that 
we shall unswervingly carry on with 
Samora's work. 
— Fighting against armed banditry 

and against underdevelopment; 
— Defending the unity and ter

ritorial integrity of our country; 
— Struggling for unity in the region 

against colonialism, racism and 
apartheid. 

In the development process, the pro
blems which we face and the solu
tions which we are looking for are the 
same. 

The People's Republic of Mozam
bique and the Republic of Zimbabwe 
have developed and consolidated 
many exemplary forms of coopera

tion, based on a common political 
desire to satisfy the needs of our 
peoples. 

Even more important than our 
cultural unity and our economic 
Hnks, the fight in defence of our fun
damental interests is the basis and the 
ra ison d ' e t re of our mil i tary , 
economic, technical-scientific and 
cultural cooperation. 

The apartheid regime has ranged 
itself against our common efforts. 

For Pretoria, the accumulation of 
profits for South African ports 
necessarily implies the destruction of 
the ports and railway systems of 
M o z a m b i q u e , Z i m b a b w e and 
Angola. The actions of destabiliza-
tion of the armed bandits, therefore, 
are concentrated on the three vital 
points which provide alternatives to 
the South African ports. 

Thus, the struggle which we are 
facing in Mozarnbique, in Angola 
and in the south of Zimbabwe, are 
the same struggle. They are battles in 
a war launched against the free 
peoples of our region. 

Apartheid has launched these bat
tles in different forms, trying in vain 
to divide us. 

Only yesterday the illegal regime of 
Ian Smith mingled our blood in the 
bush country of Tete, Manica and 
Gaza, when our country served as a 
rear base in the liberation struggle of 
the Zimbabwean people. 

Today, when the Republic of Zim
babwe is the firm rear base of the 
struggle for the defence consolidation 
of the People's Republic of Mozam
bique, apartheid mingles the blood of 
Mozambican and Zimbabwean youth 
in the bush country of Tete, Manica 
and Sofala. 

History once again calls upon our 
peoples to form a militant unity, so 
that together we may oppose, if 
necessary at the cost of our very lives, 
the apartheid offensive. 

The blood of our heroes in the 
liberation struggle demands the stub
born defence of the ideals of in
dependence, peace and development, 
and calls for the elimination of arm
ed banditry, tool of apartheid and 
imperialism, against the sovereignty 
of our peoples. 

The armed bandits are agents of 
Pretoria for the destruction of our 
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countries, the cultural unity of our 
peoples, and our achievements. 

The only answer to these 
murderers of our people was and 
always will be an unrelenting strug
gle until they are comple te ly 
obliterated, to bring about that tran
quility which the Southern African 
region so badly needs. 

Mozambique and Zimbabwe are 
active members of the Front Line 
States and of the SADCC. 

In the Front Line States, we are 
seeking a political solution for the 
abolition of apartheid and the in
dependence of Namibia. Once again 
we see that Pretoria refuses to accept 
any political solution. They refuse to 
abolish apartheid, and they are op
posed to Namibian independence. 

Thus, Pretoria reveals itself once 
again as the only source of tension 
and war in the region. 

They oppress and massacre the 
South African people, who are 
demanding only equality, freedom, 
justice and democracy. 

By force of arms, the apartheid 
regime refuses to implement the 
United Nations' Security Council 
Resolution 435/78, of which they are 
an integral part. 

Because our cause is just', and 
because the struggle of the South 
African and Namibian peoples, 
under the leadership of the ANC and 
S\yAPO, enjoys international sup
port, we are sure that: 
— We shall celebrate the victory of 

the South African people over 
apartheid in Pretoria; 

— We shall take part in the great 
celebration for national in
dependence in Windhoek. 

We are pleased to notg^lhat the inter
national community is increasingly 
involved in the struggle for the aboli
tion of apartheid. 

The awareness is growing that, just 
as unity of action was the indispen-
sible instrument for the destruction 
of Nazism, various kinds of pressure 
and support for the Frontline States 
are the means necessary to destroy 
the inhuman system of apartheid in 
South Africa. 

In the Organization of African 
Unity, in the Non-Aligned Move
ment, in the United Nations, the Peo
ple's Republic of Mozambique will 
continue to contribute towards the 
elimination of thf causes of global 
tension and war, towards the search 
for peace, understanding between na
tions, and for the economic and 
social progress of humanity. 

Many of you here including 
yourself. Comrade Mugabe, were 
guests in our country during your 
liberation struggle. During your stay 
in our country, the enduring bonds 
of friendship betweien many of us 
were forged at an individual level. 
These personal bonds have served as 
a foundation for the close collective 
friendship between our states and 
peoples. 

Today we are guests in your coun
try. It is a time when the unity bet
ween our two countries is m c e im
portant than ever, when we are strug
gling against a ruthless enemy deter
mined to divide us and then destroy 
us one by one. 

They will not succeed. 
I should like to reiterate my per

sonal belief, the belief of the entire 

Mozambican people, that together 
with you. Comrade President Ca
naan Banana, together with you 
Comrade Prime Minister Robert 
Mugabe, together with the Zimbab
wean people, together with all the 
progressive peoples of the world, we 
shall achieve victory. 

I ask you to join me in a toast: 
— To the victory of the ideals of 

peace, and economic and social 
progress; 

— To peace and the development of 
Southern Africa, 

— To frui t ful and pe renn ia l 
cooperation between the people's 
Republic of Mozambique and 
the Republic of Zimbabwe; 

— To friendship and solidarity bet
ween the Mozambican people 
and the Zimbabwean people; 

— To the health of Comrade Ca
naan Banana, President of the 
Republic of Zimbabwe; 

— To the health of Comrade Janet 
Banana; 

— To the heahh of all present. 

A Luta Contiftua! 
Pamberi neChimurenga. 
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Chissano's Visit to Zimbabwe 
Cemented Friendship Bonds 

Pamberi Nekubatana kweMozambique neZimbabwe 

I n h i s a d d r e s s m a n n m o t h r a l l y t o 
o v e r 6 0 t h o u s a n d Z i m b a b w e a n s 
a t R u f a r o S t a d i u m r e c e n t l y , t h e 
P r e s i d e n t o f F R E L I f V l O a n d t h e 
R e p u b l i c o f M o z a m b i q u e C o m 
r a d e J o a q u i m C h i s s a n o s a i d 
" o u t - s i d e f o r c e s a r e b e n t o n 
d i v i d i n g t h e p e o p l e o f M o z a m b i 
q u e a n d Z i m b a b w e i n o u r j u s t 
s t r u g g l e f o r p e a c e , s o v e r e i g n t y 
a n d d e v e l o p m e n t . " 

T h e P r e s i d e n t a n d F J r s t 
S e c r e t a r y o f Z A N U ( P F ) C o m r a d e 
R . G . M u g a b e a s s u r e d t h e p e o p l e 
a t t h e s a m e r a l l y t h a t t h e r e w o u l d 
n e v e r c o m e a t i m e w h e n Z i m 
b a b w e a n d M o z a m b i q u e w o u l d 
s u r r e n d e r t o M N R b a n d i t s . H e 
s a i d t h a t t h e c u r r e n t w a r i n 
M o z a m b i q u e i s e q u a l l y Z i m 
b a b w e ' s w a r . 

T h e m e s s a g e c o n t a i n e d i n t h e 
s p e e c h e s o f b o t h t h e P r i m e 

M i n i s t e r o f Z i m b a b w e C o m r a d e 
R . G . M u g a b e a n d P r e s i d e n t 
C h i s s a n o w a s r e i t e r a t e d a n d 
d e e p e n e d d u r i n g t h e s t a t e v i s i t o f 
P r e s i d e n t C h i s s a n o t o Z i m b a b w e 
i n M a r c h , 1 9 8 7 . P r e s i d e n t 
C h i s s a n o s p o k e a t a s t a t e b a n 
q u e t i n H a r a r e , a n d t h e n a d d r e s s 
e d p u b l i c r a l l i e s i n R u f a r o 
S t a d i u m ( H a r a r e ) a n d a t M a s v -
i n g o . T h e S t a t e v i s i t w a s a g r e a t 
s u c c e s s . 

" T h e h i s t o r y o f o u r u n i t y i s , 
b o n d e d i n s w e a t a n d b l o o d s i n c e 
o u r l i b e r a t i o n s t r u g g l e s a n d n o 
e n e m y c a n d e s t r o y i t . M o z a m -
b i c a n a n d Z i m b a b w e a n f i g h t e r s 
l o s t t h e i r l i v e s t o f r e e t h e t w o 
c o u n t r i e s . W e d i d n o t o n l y f i g h t 
t o f r e e M o z a m b i q u e b u t f o u g h t 
a g a i n s t b o t h t h e P o r t u g u e s e a n d 
R h o d e s i a n s e t t l e r s . T h i s f i g h t 
w a s f o r p e a c e , j u s t i c e , i n 

d e p e n d e n c e a n d d i g n i t y f o r o u r 
c o u n t r i e s , " s a i d C o m r a d e 
C h i s s a n o . 

I n 1 9 7 5 w h e n t h e P o r t u g u e s e 
c o l o n i a l i s t s w e r e f o r c e d t o s u r 
r e n d e r t o o u r g a l l a n t f o r c e s o f 
F R E L I M O , t h e S m i t h r e g i m e a n d 
S o u t h A f r i c a f o r m e d t h e M N R 
( R E N A M O ) b a n d i t s t o d i s r u p t t h e 
r e v o l u t i o n t h a t h a d a l r e a d y t a k e n 
r o o t i n M o z a m b i q u e , a n d t o s t o p 
t h e a d v a n c e o f t h a t r e v o l u t i o n t o 
f r e e Z i m b a b w e . O u r r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
f o r c e s u n i t e d a n d c e m e n t e d b y 
b l o o d a d v a n c e d t o H a r a r e a n d 
f i n a l l y , t h e e n e m y s u r r e n d e r e d , i n 
1 9 8 0 . T h e b r a i n c h i l d o f t h e s e t 
t l e r s m o v e d t o S o u t h A f r i c a 
w h e r e t h e y s t i l l g e t t h e i r c o m 
m a n d s a n d e q u i p m e n t . 

Z i m b a b w e l i k e t h e R e p u b l i c o f 
M o z a m b i q u e h a d t h i s s a m e b a n 
d i t m e n a c e b u t b e c a u s e o f Z i m -
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b a b w e a n u n i t y a n d s t e a d 
f a s t n e s s , t h i s m e n a c e i s n o w 
u n d e r c o n t r o l a n d w e c o n t i n u e t o 
f i g h t t h e e n e m y s i d e b y s i d e i n 
M o z a m b i q u e . C o m r a d e C h i s s a n o 
s a i d t h a t o u r e n e m i e s w i l l n o t 
d i v i d e u s . 

M o z a m b i c a n s a s w e l l a s Z i m 
b a b w e a n s a r e c o m m i t t e d t o t h e 
l i b e r a t i o n o f S o u t h A f r i c a a n d ^ 
N a m i b i a . T h e p r e s i d e n t o f 
F R E L I M O p a i d t r i b u t e t o t h e 
P R E S I D E N T A N D F I R S T 
S E C R E T A R Y o f Z A N U ( P R ) C o m 
r a d e R . G . M u g a b e a n d t h e p e o p l e 
o f Z i m b a b w e f o r t h e u n f l i n c h i n g 
s u p p o r t b e i n g g i v e n t o M o z a m b i 
q u e d u r i n g t h i s t i m e o f n e e d . T h e 
t w o r e v o l u t i o n a r y f o r c e s a r e 
f i g h t i n g t o g e t h e r i n M a n i c a , 
S o f a l a a n d T e t e P r o v i n c e s o f 
M o z a m b i q u e . C o m r a d e C h i s s a n o 
s a i d t h a t F R E L I M O a n d Z A N U 
( P F ) s h a l l s t a n d t o g e t h e r i n t h e 
f i g h t a g a i n s t t h e r a c i s t s p o n s o r e d 
b a n d i t s o f t h e M N R . 

T h e B e i r a c o r r i d o r w i l l s u r e l y 
b e o p e n t o Z i m b a b w e a n g o o d s , 
w e w i l l u s e B e i r a , N a c a l a a n d 
M a p u t o p o r t s a s o u t l e t s t o Z i m 
b a b w e a n i m p o r t s a n d e x p o r t s . 
T h e o p e n i n g o f t h e B e i r a c o r r i d o r 
w i l l f r e e o u r c o u n t r i e s f r o m 
d e p e n d e n c e o n , t h e r a c i s t p o r t s 
a n d d e s t a b i l i s a t i o n . 

T h e P r e s i d e n t o f F R E L I M O 
C o m r a d e J o a q u i m C h i s s a n o s a i d , 
" T h e s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t r a c i s m i s a 
J u s t s t r u g g l e a n d t h o s e w h o 
s t a n d t o g e t h e r w i t h u s a r e o u r 
b r o t h e r s a n d s i s t e r s . T h e I n t e r n a 
t i o n a l C o m m u n i t y w i l l c o n t i n u e 
t o s t a n d w i t h u s i n t h e O A U , t h e 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s , l i b e r a t i o n 
m o v e m e n t s a n d a l l p r o g r e s s i v e 
f o r c e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e w o r l d . " 

D u r i n g t h e e a r l y 1 9 5 0 s o u r 
l i b e r a t i o n m o v e m e n t w a s f o r m e d 
i n B u l a w a y o a n d Z i m b a b w e w a s 
t h e n o u r r e a r b a s e . 

Zimbabwe is 
IVIozambique's 

Rear-Base 
" T o d a y w e s t i l l s h a r e t h e s a m e 
u n i t y a n d s o l i d a r i t y b e c a u s e i n 
o u r s t r u g g l e w e s h a r e t h e s a m e 
p r o b l e m s , f o u g h t f o r o u r c o u n 
t r i e s t o g e t h e r a n d d i e d f o r o u r 
f r e e d o m t o g e t h e r , a n d Z i m b a b w e 
i s M o z a m b i q u e ' s r e a r - b a s e . " 

" W e a r e t h e r e f o r e t r u l y 
b r o t h e r s a n d s i s t e r s a n d n o 
e n e m y c a n d e s t r o y o u r u n i t y b y 
s a y i n g Z i m b a b w e i s t r y i n g t o n e o -
c o l o n i s e t h e R e p u b l i c o f M o z a m 
b i q u e . T h e l a t e C o m r a d e - E d u a d o 
M o n d l a n e t a u g h t u s t o s a y 
A L U T A C O N T I N U A w h e n h e 
v i s i t e d o u r z o n e s b e f o r e h e d i e d . 
C o m r a d e P r e s i d e n t M o i s e s 
S a m o r a M a c h e l f o l l o w e d t h e 
f o o t s t e p s o f o u r r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
l e a d e r a n d t o d a y w e s a y A L U T A 
C O N T I N U A i n t h e f o o t s t e p s o f 
o u r g a l l a n t P r e s i d e n t C o m r a d e 
S a m o r a M a c h e l , " C o m r a d e 
C h i s s a n o e m p h a s i s e d . 

T h o u g h C o m r a d e P r e s i d e n t 
S a m o r a M a c h e l d i e d i n t h e h a n d s 
o f t h e R a c i s t R e g i m e i n - S o u t h 
A f r i c a , t h e p e o p l e o f M o z a m b i q u e 
a n d Z i m b a b w e l o s t a g a l l a n t s o n 
o f t h e r e v o l u t i o n b u t t h e r e i s n o 
m o r e t i m e t o c o n t i n u e w e e p i n g . 
C o m r a d e S a m o r a ' s r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
s p i r i t l e a d s u s t o g r e a t e r h e i g h t s 
o f o u r r e v o l u t i o n a n d t h e d e f e n c e 
o f o u r s o v e r e i g n t y . A m o n g u s 
h e r e a t R u f a r o a n d i n M o z a m b i 

q u e a r e m a n y S a m o r a s d e d i c a t e d 
t o f r e e o u r c o u n t r i e s a n d t h e 
r e g i o n o f b a n d i t r y , c o l o n i a l i s m 
a n d r a c i s m . T h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
f a m e o f o u r p e o p l e i s l i k e w i n d 
w h i c h k n o w s n o m o u n t a i n . " I t 
w i l l b l o w t i l l f i n a l v i c t o r y . C o m 
r a d e C h i s s a n o s t r e s s e d . 

T h e e n e m y h a s i l l u s i o n s o f 
m i s i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t s o l i d a r i t y 
t h a t i s b o u n d e d i n b l o o d a n d 
n e v e r b e a r t i f i c i a l . T h e r a c i s t 
r e g i m e i n P r e t o r i a i s a d v o c a t i n g 
f o r n e g o t i a t i o n s b e t w e e n 
F R E L I M O a n d t h e i r b r a i n c h i l d 
R E N A M O , w e s h a l l n o t n e g o t i a t e 
w i t h m u r d e r e r s , w e s h a l l n e v e r 
n e g o t i a t e w i t h b a n d s o f b a n d t t s 
b u t w i l l f i g h t t h e m t o t h e e n d . 
C o m r a d e C h i s s a n o a s s u r e d t h e 
g a t h e r i n g . T h e b a n d i t s a r e 
c r i m i n a l s a n d F R E L I M O c a n n o t 
s h a r e p o w e r w i t h c r i m i n a l s , t h e y 
a r e o u r e n e m i e s . It i s o u r d e t e r 
m i n a t i o n t o c r u s h b a n d i t s . T h e 
S o u t h A f r i c a n r a c i s t r e g i m e 
s h o u l d b e w e l l i n f o r m e d t h a t t h e 
p e o p l e o f M o z a m b i q u e , Z i m 
b a b w e a n d S o u t h A f r i c a w i l l m e e t 
i n P r e t o r i a t o c e l e b r a t e t h e d e f e a t 
o f r a c i s m a n d t h e i n s t a l l a t i o n o f 
a d e m o c r a t i c g o v e r n m e n t o f t h e 
p e o p l e , C o m r a d e C h i s s a n o c o n 
c l u d e d . W e w e r e o n e y e s t e r d a y , 
w e a r e o n e t o d a y a n d w e w i l l r e 
m a i n t o b e o n e f o r e v e r . T h e p e o 
p l e o f Z i m b a b w e a n d M o z a m b i 
q u e a r e o n e " . 

A L U T A C O N T I N U A 

"In the continuing struggle Zimbabweans 
wili stand side by side with IMozambicans 
in the defence of their common 
sovereignty" — was the message from 
the two leaders to this massive gathering 
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Comrade Nyagumbo 
on Party Policies 

Programmes 

Spealcs 
and 

"Zimbabwe cannot be a one 
Party State because of some 
provisions contained in the 
Lancaster House Constitu
tion" Comrade Maurice 
Nyagumbo, the Acting 
Secretary for the Com
missariat and Culture has said. 

In an interview with Zim
babwe News, Comrade 
Nyagumbo said, "These con
stitutional provisions compel 
Zimbabwe to be a multi-Party 
state until 1990." He explain
ed that the Bill of Rights states 
that all the 100 members of the 
House of Assembly should 
vote In favour of a one party 
State, which is not possible 
now because of the 20 reserv
ed seats for whites and other 
members from minority 
parties." 

C o m r a d e N y a g u m b o f u r t h e r e x 
p l a i n e d t h a t t h e i s s u e o n t h e 
r e m o v a l o f t h e 2 0 r e s e r v e d s e a t s 
a n d t h e q u e s t i o n o f Z i m b a b w e 
h a v i n g a n E x e c u t i v e P r e s i d e n t 
w i l l b e r e s o l v e d a f t e r J u n e t h i s 
y e a r w h e n t h e r e s t r i c t i n g p r o v i 
s i o n s f a l l a w a y . T h e s e t w o r e l a t e d 
p r o v i s i o n s o n l y - r e q u i r e a t w o 
t h i r d s m a j o r i t y o f t h e H o u s e o f 
A s s e m b l y v o t e s i n f a v o u r o f t h e 
r e m o v a l o f t h e r e s e r v e d s e a t s a s 
w e l l a s t h e v o t e f o r t h e e s t a b l i s h 
m e n t o f a n e x e c u t i v e P r e s i d e n t . 
T h i s i s p o s s i b l e b e c a u s e t h e P a r 
t y a l r e a d y c o m m a n d s t w o t h i r d s 
m a j o r i t y i n t h e H o u s e o f 
A s s e m b l y , C o m r a d e N y a g u m b o 
s a i d . 

I n r e p l y t o a q u e s t i o n o n h o w 
m a n y o f t h e r e s o l u t i o n s a d o p t e d 
b y t h e s e c o n d c o n g r e s s o f 1 9 8 4 , 
C o m r a d e N y a g u m b o s a i d , " P r o 
b a b l y o n l y o n e o f t h e t h r e e m a j o r 
r e s o l u t i o n s a d o p t e d a t B o r -
r o w d a l e h a s b e e r i i m p l e m e n t e d , 
t h e o n e r e l a t i n g t o t h e a d v a n c e 
m e n t o f w o m e n a s r e f l e c t e d i n 
t h e M a t r i m o n i a l C a u s e s A c t " . 
S i n c e t h e 2 n d C o n g r e s s w o m e n 

h a v e n o w b e e n g i v e n e q u a l o p 
p o r t u n i t y a n d t h e r i g h t t o o w n 
p r o p e r t y , t h e r i g h t t o t h e e s t a t e o f 
a h u s b a n d , a n d t h e r i g h t t o 
c u s t o d y o f c h i l d r e n i n a b r o k e n 
m s ^ r r i a g e . " 

A n s w e r i n g a q u e s t i o n o n t h e 
a d v a n c e o f t h e u n i t y t a l k s b e t 
w e e n Z A N U ( P F ) a n d Z A P U , C o m 
r a d e N y a g u m b o s a i d , " T h e t a l k s 
h a v e r e a c h e d a v e r y a d v a n c e d 
s t a g e b u t t h e r e i s s t i l l a l o t t o b e 
d i s c u s s e d a n d t o r e p o r t b a c k t o 
t h e r e s p e c t i v e p a r t i e s o n p r o 
g r e s s a c h i e v e d s o f a r . " T h e s e 
t a l k s s h o u l d b e v i e w e d b y e v e r y 
o n e a s a s t e p i n t h e r i g h t d i r e c 
t i o n f o r t h e f u t u r e o f t h i s c o u n t r y . 
T h e s e t a l k s a r e v e r y c r u c i a l 
b e c a u s e t h e y i n v o l v e i d e o l o g i c a l 
i s s u e s . T h e r e i s a n e e d f o r c o n 
s u l t a t i o n s b e t w e e n t h e l e a d e r 
s h i p a n d m e m b e r s o n p r o g r e s s 
a c h i e v e d . T h e t a l k s c a n n o t b e e x 
p e c t e d t o t a k e a s h o r t t i m e r e a l i s 
i n g t h a t t h i s i s n o t a n e a s y t a s k . 
M e m b e r s s h o u l d b e a w a r e o f t h e ' 
d i f f i c u l t i e s t h e t w o p a r t i e s f a c e i n 
c e m e n t i n g l a s t i n g u n i t y o f p u r 
p o s e . C o m r a d e N y a g u m b o s a i d . 
H o w e v e r , t h e m a s s e s w i l l b e i n 
f o r m e d o n c e a f i n a l a g r e e m e n t i s 
r e a c h e d t h r o u g h t h e r i g h t p a r t y 
c h a n n e l s . 

R e p l y i n g t o a q u e s t i o n o n t h e 
b u s i n e s s a n d i n d u s t r i a l c o m 
m u n i t y c o n c e r n o n t h e o u t c o m e 
o f t h e u n i t y t a l k s , C o m r a d e 
N y a g u m b o s a i d , " T h e r e i s n o 
n e e d f o r t h e b u s i n e s s c o m m u n i 
t y t o s t o p i n v e s t m e n t s a n d i n 
d u s t r i a l e x p a n s i o n b e c a u s e t h e s e 
t a l k s h a v e n o r e l a t i o n t o i n d u s t r y . 
S o w e e x p e c t t h e s e s e c t o r s t o 
c o n t i n u e t o i n v e s t a n d e x p a n d 
t h e i r o p e r a t i o n s r a t h e r t h a n 
w a i t i n g f o r t h e o u t c o m e o f t h e 
u n i t y t a l k s . " 

W h e n a s k e d w h y m a s s 
m o b i l i s a t i o n h a d s t o p p e d s i n c e 
t h e l a s t e l e c t i o n s . C o m r a d e 
N y a g u m b o s a i d , " I t i s t h e l e a d e r 
s h i p o f t h e P a r t y i n t h e p r o v i n c e s . 

The Acting Secretary for the 
Commissariat, Comrade Maurice 
Nyagumbo 

t h e d i s t r i c t s , b r a n c h e s a h d c e l l s 
w h o a r e t o b l a m e b e c a u s e m a s s 
m o b i l i s a t i o n i s n o t r e s t r i c t e d t o 
e l e c t i o n t i m e a l o n e . " M a s s 
m o b i l i s a t i o n s h o u l d c o n t i n u e 
r e g a r d l e s s o f u n i t y t a l k s o r n o t . 
O u r m e m b e r s s h o u l d c o n t i n u e t o 
d o i d e o l o g i c a l w o r k a m o n g t h e 
m a s s e s b e c a u s e t h e r e a r e s o m e 
c a r d c a r r y i n g p a r t y m e m b e r s w h o 
a r e n o t c l e a r o n o u r M a r x i s t -
L e n i n i s t i d e o l o g y , t h e a c t i n g 
S e c r e t a r y f o r t h e C o m m i s s a r j a t 
a n d C u l t u r e s a i d . T h e P a r t y 
m o b i l i s a t i o n t a s k s , p o l i c i e s a n d 
p r o g r a m m e s s h o u l d b e f u l f i l l e d i n 
a l l o u r p r o v i n c e s i n o r d e r t o 
a c h i e v e o u r o b j e c t i v e s . 

O u t l i n i n g h i s m i n i s t r y ' s a c 
t i v i t i e s i n r e p l y t o a q u e s t i o n o n 
c o o p e r a t i v e s . C o m r a d e N y a g u m 
b o s a i d , " A c c e l e r a t e d o r g a n i s a 
t i o n a n d e x p a n s i o n o f t h e 
c o o p e r a t i v e m o v e m e n t i s c o n t i 
n u i n g u n a b a t e d . " T h e P a r t y a n d 
G o v e r n m e n t h a v e i d e n t i f i e d a r e a s 
o f c o o p e r a t i v e v i a b i l i t y w h e r e p r o 
d u c t i o n o f f i n i s h e d p r o d u c t s 
c o u l d b e e s t a b l i s h e d a s s o c i a l l y 
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o w n e d i n d u s t r y . " T h e s e a r e a r e a s 
l i k e G o k w e w h e r e c o t t o n p r o d u c 
t i o n a s a c a s h c r o p i s v i a b l e a n d 
p e o p l e i n t h a t a r e a c a n p r o d u c e 
s e e d o i l , p r o c e s s e d a n d p a c k e d 
i n t h e s a m e d i s t r i c t , t h e o i l c a n b e 
n a m e d a f t e r t h e p r o d u c i n g 
d i s t r i c t l i k e " G o k w e S e e d O i l " , 
t h e b y - p r o d u c t , a n i m a l f e e d c a n 
b e u s e d b y t h e f a r m e r s f o r b e e f 

f o r e m p l o y m e n t , " C o m r a d e N y a g u m -
b o s a i d . 

" S o m e c o o p e r a t i v e s a r e v e r y v i a b l e 
b e c a u s e t h e y p r o d u c e t h e i r I n p u t s 
a n d u s e v e r y l i t t l e b o u g h t f r o m o t h e r 
i n s t i t u t i o n s . H e m e n t i o n e d o n e s u c h 
c o - o p e r a t i v e i n M a n i c a P r o v i n c e 
w h e r e c o - o p e r a t o r s g r o w w h e a t , 
g r i n d i t a n d o n l y b u y y e a s t f o r b a k i n g 
b r e a d . " T h e i r p r o d u c t i s c o m p e t i n g 

C o m r a d e N y a g u m b o s a i d . H e e x 
p l a i n e d t h a t s i n c e t h e m a r k e t w a s 
i d e n t i f i e d i t m u s t b e f u r t h e r 
d e v e l o p e d a n d m a i n t a i n e d . I n d i v i d u a l 
g o a t p r o d u c e r s a n d c o o p e r a t o r s c a n 
f o r m m a r k e t i n g c o - o p e r a t i v e s i n o r d e r 
t o p u l l t h e i r r e s o u r c e s t o g e t h e r f o r 
p r o p e r a d m i n i s t r a t i o n a n d c r e d i t 
f a c i l i t i e s f r o m b o t h a g r i c u l t u r a l 
f i n a n c e i n s t i t u t i o n s a s w e l l a s t h e C o 
o p e r a t i v e D e v e l o p m e n t B a n k w h i c h 

Bread baking has increasingly become a co-operative venture 

p r o d u c t i o n . " W e a l s o h a v e s o m e 
a r e a s i n t h e E a s t e r n H i g h l a n d s 
w h i c h a r e f r u i t p r o d u c i n g a r e a s 
w h e r e t i n n e d f r u i t o r j u i c e c o u l d 
b e p r o c e s s e d . " 

A n s w e r i n g a q u e s t i o n o n w h e n t h e 
P a r t y a n d G o v e r n m e n t w o u l d 
e s t a b l i s h s o c i a l l y o w n e d i n d u s t r y . 
C o m r a d e N y a g u m b o s a i d , " P l a n s a r e 
a l r e a d y o n t h e d r a w i n g b o a r d f o r t h e 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f s u c h I n d u s t r y . T h i s 
i s b e i n g t r e a t e d a s a m a t t e r o f p r i o r i 
t y a n d u r g e n c y . " 

F a r m e r s ' i n t h o s e a r e a s c a n f o r m 
f r u i t c a n n i n g i n d u s t r i e s w h i c h c r e a t e 
e m p l o y m e n t o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r p e o p l e 
w i t h i n t h e s e p r o v i n c e s a n d g e n e r a t e 
i n c o m e f o r t h e c o - o p e r a t o r s a s w e l l 
a s a c c u m u l a t e d e v e l o p m e n t a l c a p i t a l 
f o r t h e i r p r o v i n c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t p r o 
g r a m m e s . S a l e s o f f i n i s h e d p r o d u c t s 
w i l l e x p a n d e c o n o m i c a c t i v i t i e s * b y 
o u r r u r a l p o p u l a t i o n . I t w i l l I n f a c t 
s t o p t h e c u r r e n t d r i f t t o t h e c i t i e s b y 
s c h o o l - l e a v e r s a n d y o u t h s i n s e a r c h 

w i t h b r e a d b a k e d b y w e j l e s t a b l i s h 
e d b a k e r i e s i n I V l u t a r e . T h e c o m m u n i 
t y h a s b e n e f i t t e d b e c a u s e t h e y u s e 
t h e i r r e s o u r c e s , " C o m r a d e N y a g u m 
b o e m p h a s i s e d . 

T h e A c t i n g S e c r e t a r y f o r t h e C o m 
m i s s a r i a t a n d C u l t u r e r e v e a l e d o n e 
o t h e r a r e a w h e r e c o o p e r a t i o n c o u l d 
b e n e f i t t h e c o m m u n i t i e s a s a c c e s s t o 
r e g i s t r a t i o n , a s s i s t a n c e f r o m h i s 
m i n i s t r y a n d l i a i s o n b e t w e e n h i s a n d 
o t h e r m i n i s t r i e s i n r e n d e r i n g 
a s s i s t a n c e a n d a d v i c e t o c o -
o p e r a t o r s p r o g r a m m e s . H e h o w e v e r 
s a i d t h a t b o t h r e g i s t e r e d a n d 
u n r e g i s t e r e d c o - o p e r a t i v e s g e t 
a s s i s t a n c e a n d a d v i c e . 

C o m r a d e N y a g u m b o s a i d t h a t h i s 
m i n i s t r y h a d i d e n t i f i e d a m a r k e t f o r 
g o a t s i n t h e M i d d l e E a s t . F a r m e r s 
a n d c o o p e r a t o r s a r e n o w b e i n g g i v e n 
a d v i c e i n g o a t r e a r i n g . " T h e b u y e r s 
f r o m t h e M i d d l e E a s t a r e p r e p a r e d t o 
t r a n s p o r t a n d s h i p t h e g o a t s t o t h e i r 
c o u n t r i e s a t t h e i r o w n e x p e n s e s , " 

h a s b e e n e s t a b l i s h e d . 
" W e a r e i n t h e p r o c e s s o f h o l d i n g 

d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h o t h e r f r i e n d l y c o u n 
t r i e s w i t h a d v a n c e d t e c h n o l o g y a n d 
e q u i p m e n t f o r h e a v y a n d l i g h t i n 
d u s t r i e s . A t t h e m o m e n t w e a r e l o o k 
i n g a t f o o d p r o c e s s i n g i n d u s t r y a n d 
c o u n t r i e s l i k e S p a i n , G e r m a n y a n d 
S w e d e n s h o w i n t e r e s t i n t h i s f i e l d . 
T h i s s h o u l d n o t b e l o o k e d a t a s a 
s h o r t t e r m p r o g r a m m e b e c a u s e w e 
h a v e - t o t r a i n p e r s o n n e l l i k e 
e n g i n e e r s , t e c h n i c i a n s a n d 
m a n a g e r i a l s t a f f f o r t h e p r o p e r r u n n 
i n g o f s u c h i n d u s t r i e s . W e h o p e t o b e 
a b l e t o t r a i n a c a d r e s h i p o f p e o p l e 
w i t h a b u s i n e s s a c u m e n t o r u n t h e s e 
i n s t i t u t i o n s " , C o m r a d e N y a g u m b o 
s a i d . 

" S o c i a l i s t t r a n s f o r m a t i o n i s n o t a 
s h o r t t e r m p r o g r a m m e , i t t a k e s t i m e 
i n p l a n n i n g a n d i m p l e m e n t a t i o n i n 
o r d e r t o b e e s t a b l i s h e d . T h i s i s a l l i n -
c o p o r a t e d i n t o o u r F i v e Y e a r N a t i o n a l 
D e v e l o p m e n t p l a n . W e h o p e t o 
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e s t a b l i s h t h e b a s e a n d c o n t i n u e t o 
o p e r a t e s i d e b y s i d e w i t h t h e c u r r e n t 
i n d u s t r y t h a t i s o w n e d b y i n d i v i d u a l s 
a n d m u l t i n a t i o n a l c o r p o r a t i o n s . " 

A s k e d w h y t e c h n o c r a t s w e r e n o t 
a c t i v e i n p a r t y a f f a i r s , C o m r a d e 
N y a g u m b o s a i d " S o m e o f t h e m a r e 

v e r y a c t i v e m p a r t y a f f a i r s a n d c o n 
t r i b u t e a l o t i n t e r m s o f t r a i n i n g m i d 
d l e - m a n a g e m e n t p e r s o n n e l a n d t h e 
c i v i l s e r v i c e . T h e y h e l p t o t e a c h a t i n 
s t i t u t i o n s o f h i g h e r l e a r n i n g , 
w o r k s h o p s a n d s e m i n a r s a r e b e i n g 
h e l d f o r t h e c i v i l s e r v i c e , m i d d l e 
m a n a g e m e n t p e r s o n n e l f r o m i n 

d u s t r y . T h e s e s e m i n a r s a n d 
w o r k s h o p s a r e t a k i n g p lacfe e v e r y 
m o n t h s o t h a t w e c r e a t e a c a d r e s h i p 
t h a t i s r e a d y t o f a c e t h e c h a l l e n g e s 
o f s o c i a l i s t t r a n s f o r m a t i o n a n d p r o 
d u c t i o n , " C o m r a d e N y a g u m b o , t h e 
A c t i n g S e c r e t a r y f o r t h e C o m 
m i s s a r i a t a n d C u l t u r e c o n c l u d e d . 

POSSIBLE 
CONSTITUTIONAL 
CHANGES IN ZIMBABWE 
AFTER 18TH APRIL 1987 

In terms of Section 52 of tfie 
Constitution of Zimbabwe, 
Parliament has the power to 
amend, add to or repeal any of 
the Provisions of the said Con
stitution — which is collo
quially known as the Lan
caster House Constitution. 
Apart from what is referred to 
as entrenched clauses which 
will be enumerated below, the 
only major requirement for 
amending the provisions of 
this constitution is that at the 
final vote on the Constitu
tional Amendment Bill in the 
Senate it must receive the af
firmative votes of at least two-
thirds of the total membership 
of the Senate, and in the 
House of Assembly it must 
receive the affirmative votes of 
not less than seventy 
members of the House of 
Assembly. A number of 
amendments to the constitu
tion have been made using the 
above mentioned procedure. 
Most of these were not of a 
controversial nature although 
the white opposition party did 
resist, but the Goyernmeht 
managed to secure the re
quired votes. 

W h e n i t c o m e s t o t h e e n t r e n c h 
e d c l a u s e s i n t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n , 

t h e m a t t e r t a k e s a d i f f e r e n t 
d i m e n s i o n . T h e s e c a n n o t b e 
a m e n d e d u n l e s s c e r t a i n p r o 
c e d u r e s a r e f o l l o w / e d a n d c e r t a i n 
e v e n t s t a k e p l a c e . T h e s e a r e 
d i v i d e d i n t o t w o c a t e g o r i e s a s 
f o l l o w s : -
A . T h o s e c l a u s e s w h i c h c a n 

e a s i l y b e a m e n d e d o n l y a f t e r 
s e v e n y e a r s o f t h e c o m i n g i n 
t o f o r c e o f t h e L a n c a s t e r 
H o u s e C o n s t i t u t i o n t h a t i s t o 
s a y a f t e r t h e 1 8 t h A p r i l 1 9 8 7 : 
a n d 

B . T h o s e t h a t c a n b e p o s s i b l e t o 
a m e n d a f t e r t e n y e a r s o f t h e 
c o m i n g i n t o e f f e c t o f t h e L a n 
c a s t e r H o u s e C o n s t i t u t i o n — 
t h a t i s t o s a y — a f t e r t h e 1 8 t h 
A p r i l 1 9 9 0 . T h e i m p l i c a t i o n s 
o f t h e a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d 
c a t e g o r i e s a r e n o w e x p l a i n e d 
i n d e t a i l . 

I n r e s p e c t o f t h e f i r s t c a t e g o r y f o r 
i n s t a n c e i t i s n o w p o s s i b l e — 
a f t e r t h e 1 8 t h A p r i l 1 9 8 7 t o a m e n d 
o r r e p e a l C h a p t e r V o f t h e C o n 
s t i t u t i o n . T h e S e n a t e c a n b e d o n e 
a w a y w i t h b y s i m p l y a m e n d i n g 
S e c t i o n 3 2 a n d r e p e a t i n g t h e 
w h o l e o f P a r t 2 — t h a t i s t o s a y 
s e c t i o n s 3 3 t o 3 7 . I n a m e n d i n g 
s e c t i o n 3 2 o n e c a n s i m p l y s a y 
" T h e P a r l i a m e n t o f Z i m b a b w e 
s h a l l c o n s i s t o f o n l y o n e h o u s e 
w h o s e m e m b e r s s h a l l b e c a l l e d 
M e m b e r s o f P a r l i a m e n t e t c . I n 
t h i s c a t e g o r y f a l l s a l s o t h e p r o v i 
s i o n o f s e c t i o n 3 8 ( 1 ) ( b ) o f t h e 

Comrade G.M. Chlnengundu, Deputy 
Minister for Local Government and Urban 
Development and ZANU (PF) Secretaiy for 
Publicity and information for 
Mashonaland East Province 

C o n s t i t u t i o n d e a l i n g w i t h r a c i a l 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n . I n f a c t t h e w h o l e 
s e c t i o n 3 8 c a n b e a m e n d e d t o 
m a k e r o o m f o r a U n i c a m e r a l 
L e g i s l a t u r e . M o s t o f t h e a m e n d 
m e n t s t o b e m a d e w i l l b e 
c o n s e q u e n t i a l . 

I n r e s p e c t o f t h e S e c o n d 
C a t e g o r y , h o w e v e r , t h e r e a r e a 
n u m b e r o f s e c t i o n s a n d a w h o l e 
c h a p t e r w h i c h c a n n o t b e a m e n d 
e d , a d d e d o r r e p e a l e d b y m e r e 
s e v e n t y v o t e s i n t h e c a s e o f t h e 
H o u s e o f A s s e m b l y o r t w o - t h i r d s 
i n t h e c a s e o f t h e S e n a t e b e f o r e 
t h e 1 8 t h A p r i l 1 9 9 0 — t h a t i s t o 
s a y b e f o r e t e n y e a r s o f t h e c o m 
i n g i n t o o p e r a t i o n o f t h i s c o n 
s t i t u t i o n — w h i c h i s r e f e r r e d t o 
a s t h e " a p p o i n t e d d a y " . 
R e f e r e n c e i s m a d e s p e c i a l l y t o 
s e c t i o n 5 2 ( 4 ) o f t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n . 
I n s i m p l e t e r m i n o l o g y t h e 
G o v e r n m e n t c a n n o t d o a w a y w i t h 
t h e D e c l a r a t i o n o f R i g h t s — t h a t 
i s t o s a y C h a p t e r I I I o f t h e C o n 
s t i t u t i o n b e f o r e t h e 1 8 t h o f A p r i l 



14 v o i . i a N o . 2 F e b r u a r y 1 9 8 7 Zimbabwe News 

1990, unless all one-hundred 
members of the House of 
Assernbly vote in favour of such 
an amendment, or repeal. The 
same procedure wilt have to be 
followed in respect of the amend
ment or repeal of section 68 or 
paragraph I of schedule 2 which 
deal with provisions relating to 
Public Emergencies, Schedule 2 
Paragraph 2, Section 113 dealing 
with interpretation of terms of the 
Constitution as stated in subsec
tion (3)(a) or (b)(i) and subsection 
(4) of section 52 of the Lancaster 
House Constitution. 

A f t e r 1 9 9 0 h o w e v e r a n y r e q u i r e d 
a m e n d m e n t s t o t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n w i l l 
h a v e t o b e m a d e s i m p l y i n t e r m s o f 
s e c t i o n 5 2 ( 3 ) ( a ) a n d ( b ) ( i i ) o f t h e c o n 
s t i t u t i o n i f t h o s e p r o v i s i o n s w i l l n o t 
h a v e b e e n e a r l i e r a m e n d e d o r r e p e a l 
e d . A l l o t h e r a m e n d m e n t s w i l l t h e n 
h a v e t o b e c o n s e q u e n t i a l s i n c e t h e y 
w i l l n o t b e d e a l i n g w i t h s p e c i a l l y e n 
t r e n c h e d c l a u s e s . I n b r i e f o n e c a n 
s a y t h a t c o m e A p r i l 1 8 , 1 9 8 7 , G o v e r n 
m e n t c a n s t a r t t h i n k i n g a b o u t w h i c h 
s e c t i o n s o f t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n i t m u s t 
a m e n d w h i c h w i l l n o t r e s u l t i n i t n o t 
b e i n g d e f e a t e d b y t h e o p p o s i t i o n p a r 
t i e s i n P a r l i a m e n t w h e n i t c o m e s t o 
t h e f i n a l v o t i n g . I t i s o b v i o u s t h a t i t 
w i l l n o t , b e a n i m p o s s i b l e t a s k f o r 
G o v e r n m e n t t o g e t s e v e n t y v o t e s i n 
t h e H o u s e o f A s s e m b l y a n d T w o -
T h i r d s I n t h e S e n a t e , b u t o n e c a n n o t 
s a y t h e s a m e a s f a r a s t h o s e c l a u s e s 
w h i c h r e q u i r e a l l m e m b e r s o f t h e 
H o u s e o f A s s e r f i b l y t o v o t e i n f a v o u r 
o f a m e n d m e n t s o r r e p e a l t h e r e t o i f 
s u c h a m e n d m e n t s w e r e t o b e i n 
t r o d u c e d b e f o r e A p r i l 1 8 , 1 9 9 0 . 

The Party and the 
Lancaster House 

Constitution 
W h a t d o e s t h e P a r t y — Z a n u ( P F ) 
t h i n k a b o u t t h e p r e s e n t C o n s t i t u t i o n ? 
T h e t h i n k i n g o f t h e P a r t y c a n e a s i l y 
b e d e t e c t e d f r o m t h e s p e e c h e s o f i t s 
l e a d e r s h i p a n d f r o m w h a t w a s s t a t e d 
a t t h e P a r t y ' s S e c o n d C o n g r e s s i n 
1 9 8 4 . 

C o m m e n t i n g o n t h e r a c i a l , n a t u r e 
o f o u r C o n s t i t u t i o n i n V o l u m e L X V 
N o . 1 o f t h e J a n u a r y 1 9 8 4 P a r l i a m e n 
t a r i a n , t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r , C o m r a d e 
R . G . M u g a b e h a d t h i s t o s a y a b o u t 
t h e 2 0 w h i t e s e a t s i n t h e H o u s e o f 
A s s e m b l y : - " W h i l s t w e f o u n d s u c h 
e n t r e n c h e d r a c i a l i s m o b n o x i o u s w e 
c o m p r o m i s e d o n t h i s m a t t e r s o a s t o 
e n d t h e b i t t e r l i b e r a t i o n s t r u g g l e a n d 
t o s e c u r e o u r i n d e p e n d e n c e " . T h i s 
c l e a r l y s h o w s t h e m o o d t h a t e x i s t e d 

d u r i n g t h e i n d e p e n d e n c e n e g o t i a 
t i o n s a t L a n c a s t e r H o u s e , L o n d o n , 
f r o m S e p t e n r \ b e r t o D e c e m b e r 1 9 7 9 . 

T h e p a r t y w a s n o t h a p p y w i t h t h i s 
r a c i a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n a n d i s s t i l l n o t 
h a p p y . G i v e n t h e c h a n c e , t h i s p r o v i 
s i o n c a n b e c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y - d o n e 
a w a y w i t h . I t i s o n l y i m p o s s i b l e t o 
s e c u r e t h e r e q u f r e d v o t e s i n t h e 
H o u s e o f A s s e m b l y t o d o a w a y w i t h 
r a c i a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n a f t e r A p r i l 1 8 , 
1 9 8 7 . T h e p a r t y i s t h e r e f o r e l o o k i n g 
f o r w a r d t o t h i s d e v e l o p m e n t t h i s 
y e a r . 

O n t h e 2 3 r d S e p t e m b e r 1 9 8 6 , i n t h d 
S e n a t e , t h e M i n i s t e r o f J u s t i c e , L e g a l 
a n d P a r l i a m e n t a r y A f f a i r s , D r . E . 
Z v o b g o h a d t h i s t o s a y a m o n g o t h e r 
t h i n g s : - " W e a r e c o m m i t t e d a s i s w e l l 
k n o w n , t o t h e a b o l i t i o n o f r a c i a l 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n , a f j d I c a n s a y i n t h i s 
r e g a r d t h a t t h e r e i s o n l y a f e w 
m o n t h s l e f t f o r r a c i s m t o b e f i n a l l y 
b u r i e d a n d b u r i e d f o r e v e r . . . " O t h e ^ 
S e n i o r m e m b e r s o f t h e P a r t y h a v e e x 
p r e s s e d t h e s a m e s e n t i m e n t s . T h e i n 
t e n t i o n f r o m t h e v e r y b e g i n n i n g a s 
s t a t e d i n t h e P a r t y ' s C o n s t i t u t i o n h a s 
b e e n t o c r e a t e a s o c i e t y w h e r e t h e 
c o l o u r o f o n e ' s s k i n d i d n o t c o u n t . I n 
t h e P a r l i a m e n t a r i a n r e f e r r e d t o a b o v e 
t h e H o n o u r a b l e P r i m e M i n i s t e r , C o m 
r a d e R . G . M u g a b e a g a i n e m p h a s i s e d 
t h i s p o i n t i n t h e f o l l o w i n g w o r d s : - ". 
. . W e a r e a n o n ^ r a c i a l s o c i e t y a n d o u r 
g o a l c o n t i n u e s t o b e o n e w h e r e n o 
p e r s o n i s d i s c r i m i n a t e d a g a i n s t o n a 
b a s i s o f h i s c o l o u r o r r e g i o n . I n d e e d 
I t i s s t r a n g e t h a t t h e B r i t i s h G o v e r n 
m e n t s h o u l d ^ h a v e i n s i s t e d o n a C o n 
s t i t u t i o n w h i c h r i g h t l y o u t l a w s r a c i a l 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ( s e c t i o n 2 3 ) but a t t h e 
t i m e i n s i s t e d o n s i n g l i n g o u t w h i t e 
s e a t s i n t h e S e n a t e . T h e r e c a n h a r d 
l y b e a m o r e d i s c r i m i n a t o r y p r o v i s i o n 
t h a n t h a t 3 p e r c e n t o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n 
s h o u l d t h u s b e g r o s s l y o v e r -
r e p r e s e n t e d " . S i m i l a r s e n t i m e n t s 
r e l a t i n g t o t h e a b o l i t i o n q f t h e U p p e r 
H o u s e — t h e S e n a t e h a v e b e e n e x 
p r e s s e d . I n t h e Hansard o f t h e 2 3 r d 
S e p t e m b e r 1 9 8 6 r e f e r r e d t o a l r e a d y 
V o l . I I C o l . 7 0 0 D r . Z v o b g o a g a i n h a d 
t h i s t o s a y : - " W e a r e a n x i o u s , a s i s 
w e l l known„to a d d r e s s t h e q u e s t i o n 
o f w h e t h e r t o c o n t i n u e w i t h a b i 
c a m e r a l l e g i s l a t u r e o r a s t h e R u l i n g 
P a r t y h a s a l w a y s a r g u e d t o n o w o p t 
f o r a u n i - c a m e r a l l e g i s l a t u r e " 

O n e c a n s e e t h a t t h e P a r t y w a n t s 
a U n l - c a m e r a l l e g i s l a t u r e — t h a t I s — 
i t w a n t s t o s e e t h e a b o l i t i o n o f t h e 
S e n a t e . I n d e e d a t t h e P a r t y ' s S e c o n d 
C o n g r e s s i n 1 9 8 4 a r e s o l u t i o n w a s 
p a s s e d u n d e r w h a t I s c a l l e d " T h e s i s 
F i v e " , c a l l i n g f o r t h e f o l l o w i n g c o n 
s t i t u t i o n a l c h a n g e s t o b e . m a d e . 

T h i s , t t i o u g h n o t m e n t i o n e d i n 
" T h e s i s F i v e " , c a n e a s i l y b e i m p l i e d 

a s d e s i r a b l e . T h e a b o l i t i o n o f r a c i a l 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n i n P a r l i a m e n t . N o t 
P a r t o f " T h e s i s F i v e " : 
( a ) C r e a t i o n o f a E x e c u t i v e P r e s i 

d e n c y . 
( b ) C r e a t i o n o f a U n i - C a m e r a l l e g i 

s l a t u r e . 
( c ) E s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a O n e P a r t y 

S t a t e . 

I t c a n b e a s s u m e d t h a t t h e P a r t y i s 
l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o t h e p e r i o d f r o m 
t h e 1 8 t h A p r i l 1 9 8 7 o n w a r d s . I t w o u l d 
n o t h a v e b e e n p o s s i b l e t o e a s i l y f u l f i l 
t h e P a r t y ' s a s p i r a t i o n s b e f o r e t h a t 
d a t e b e c a u s e o f t h e a f o r e - m e n t i o n e d 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l c o n s t r a i n t s . H o w e v e r 
i t i s p o s s i b l e t o a c h i e v e f i r s t l y t h e 
a b o l i t i o n o f r a c i a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n i n 
P a r l i a m e n t a n d s e c o n d l y t h e c r e a t i o n 
o f u n i c a m e r a l L e g i s l a t u r e a n d t h i r d 
l y t o a l e s s e r d e g r e e a n E x e c u t i v e 
P r e s i d e n c y b u t i t i s a l m o s t i m p o s s i 
b l e ' w i t h i n t h e n e x t f o u r y e a r s t o 
c r e a t e a O n e P a r t y S t a t e b y c o n s t i t u 
t i o n a l a m e n d m e n t s a s t h i s w i l l r e 
q u i r e t h e a m e n d m e n t t o t h e D e c l a r a 
t i o n o f R i g h t s — e s p e c i a l l y S e c t i o n 
2 1 , C h a p t e r I I I . T h e P a r t y m a y 
t h e r e f o r e b e p e r s u a d e d t o d o w h a t i s 
p o s s i b l e a n d l e a s t c o n t r o v e r s i a l b e t 
w e e n 1 8 t h A p r i l 1 9 8 7 a n d 1 8 t h A p r i l 
1 9 9 0 . F r o m 1 9 9 0 o n w a r d s t h e P a r t y 
m a y h a v e t o t a k e a f r e s h l o o k a t t h e 
p r o v i s i o n s o f t h e D e c l a r a t i o n o f 
R i g h t s t o d e c i d e w h e t h e r i t i s 
n e c e s s a r y t o a m e n d o r r e p e a l s o m e 
o f i t s p r o v i s i o n s . C o m m e n t i n g o n t h e 
q u e s t i o n o f a O n e P a r t y S t a t e , t h f e 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r , C o m r a d e R . G . 
M u g a b e h a d t h i s t o s a y i n t h e 
P a r l i a m e n t a r i a n a l r e a d y r e f e r r e d t o 
h a v i n g q u o t e d s e c t i o n 2 1 ( 1 ) o f t h e 
c o n s t i t u t i o n : -

" A t t h e o u t s e t , I m u s t m a k e i t c l e a r 
t h a t I n v i e w o f o u r c o m m i t m e n t t o 
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l G o v e r n m e n t , w e d o 
n o t i n t e n d t o t e a r u p t h i s o r a n y o t h e r 
s e c t i o n o f t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n . W e c a n 
n o t a m e n d t h i s s e c t i o n w i t h o u t t h e 
s u p p o r t o f a l l t h e m e m b e r s o f t h e i 
H o u s e o f A s s e m b l y " b e f o r e 1 8 A p r i l 
1 9 9 0 . " I t I s t h e r e f o r e e n v i s a g e d t h a t ' 
t h e P a r t y w i l J n o t p r e s s f o r a O n e P a r 
t y S t a t e u n d e r a n y c i r c u m s t a n c e s . I n 
f a c t t h i s d o e s n o t a p p e a r t o b e t h e 
t h i n k i n g o f t h e P a r t y ' s t o p l e a d e r s h i p . 
I t I s v e r y l i k e l y h o w e v e r t h a t a d e f a c 
t o o n e P a r t y S t a t e m a y c o m e a b o u t 
b e f o r e t h a t d a t e e s p e c i a l l y i f t h e U n i 
t y T a l k s w i t h Z A P U a r e s u c c e s s f u l l y 
c o n c l u d e d , a n d t h e C A Z c e a s e s t o e x 
i s t b y t h e e n d o f t h i s y e a r ( 1 9 8 7 ) . . 

E v e n I f a U n l - C a m e r a l l e g i s l a t u r e 
w e r e t o c o m e a b o u t , f t w o u l d a p p e a r 
t h a t t h e D e c l a r a t i o n o f R i g h t s w i l l b e 
r e t a i n e d i n t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n a n d i n 
t h i s r e g a r d t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r h a s 
a g a i n i n t h e P a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s t a t e d 
t h a t t h e S e n a t e L e g a l C o m m i t t e e h a s 
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proved a very useful Constitutional 
Watchdog. This Committee 
scrutinizes all types of legislation — 
including delegated legislation to see 
if it does not violate any of the provi
sions of the Declaration of Rights. 
The Prime N/linister stated that in the 
event of a Unicameral legislature 
coming into being consideration 
would be given to having a similar 
cdmmittee having similar powers to 
perform the functions of the existing 
Senate Legal Committee. One hopes 
that it could have even wider powers 
which could be defined when the 
time comes. 

T w o s i g n i f i c a n t s e t s o f i s s u e s 
c o m e t o t h e f o r e . O n e r e l a t e s t o 
t h e c o n d i t i o n s o f t h o s e w h o a r e 
a b l e t o w o r k : h a v e t h e s e c o n d i 
t i o n s i m p r o v e d s i n c e i n 
d e p e n d e n c e ? A r e o u r w o r k e r s 
g e t t i n g b e t t e r w a ^ e s t h a n 
b e f o r e ? A r e t h e y b e t t e r o r g a n i s 
e d t o f i g h t f o r t h e i r r i g h t s ? A r e 
t h e i r r i g h t s r e c o g n i s e d b y l a w ? 
W h a t d e f i c i e n c i e s c o n t i n u e t o e x 
i s t irt t h e l e g a l r e g i m e u n d e r 
w h i c h t h e w o r k e r s ^ w o r k a n d 
s t r u g g l e ? W h a t o r g a n i s a t i o n a l 
d e f i c i e n c i e s c o n t i n u e t o e x i s t 
w i t h i n t h e l a b o u r m o v e m e n t 
i t s e l f ? 

T h e s e c o n d s e t o f i s s u e s 
r e l a t p s t o t h e c o n d i t i o n s o f t h e 
u n e m p l o y e d , a n d t h e m o s t i m p o r 
t a n t q u e s t i o n s h e r e a r e : w h a t i s 

Conclusion 
It must be born in mind that this pro
cess of constitutional change cannot 
be achieved overnight. A thorough 
study and evaluation of the situation 
will have to be made before any con
stitutional changes are effected. 
Some changes may require a general 
election to enable them to be fully im
plemented and others may be of a 
transitional nature awaiting certain 
events to take place before im
plementation in full. H is well known 
that it will not be easy to hold another 
general election within a short period 

b e i n g d o n e t o s e c u r e j o b s f o r 
t h e m ? W h a t k i n d s o f o p p o r 
t u n i t i e s e x i s t f o r t h e m , o r b e t t e r 
s t i l l , w h a t k i n d s o f o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
c a n b e c r e a t e d f o r t h e m ? W h e r e 
d o t h e s e o p p o r t u n i t i e s e x i s t - i n 
a g r i c u l t u r e , i n G o v e r n m e n t a n d i n 
t h e p r i v a t e s e c t o r ? F i n a l l y , w h a t 
a r e t h e s e p e o p l e d o i n g o r a b l e t o 
d o t o h e l p t h e m s e l v e s a n d t h e i r 
f a m i l i e s : A n d a r e t h e r e q u e s t i o n s 
r e l a t e d t o t h e l i v i n g c b n d r t i o n s 
a n d t h e s o c i a l e x i s t e n c e o f t h e 
u n e m p l o y e d : H o w d o e s t h i s s e c -
t i o n . o f o u r p o p u l a t i o n l i v e ? W h o 
a b s o r b s t h e m ? W h o c a t e r s f o r 
t h e m ? W h a t k i n d s o f s o c i a l a b u s e 
a r e t h e y o p e n t o ? W h a t i s b e i n g 
d o n e t o p r o t e c t t h e m f r o m s o c i a l 
a b u s e , o r a l t e r n a t i v e l y , w h a t i s 
b e i n g d o n e t o s a v e t h e m f r o m t u r -

of time because the preparation re
quired for such an event is very 
lengthy. Some people may interpret 
this as reluctance on the part of the 
Party leadership to implement Con
gress Resolutions. This is not the 
case. The leadership, as already 
stated can only do what is possible 
at a given time. It would be correct 
to say however, that the Party cadres 
and the people at large are anxious
ly waiting to see what the Party and 
Government have in store for them by 
way of constituttonal changes soon 
after the 18jh April 1987. 

n i n g i n t o s o c i a l l y u n d e s i r a b l e 
e l e m e n t s i n s o c i e t y ? 

The Development of the 
Working Class Since 

Independence 
W e h a v e c o m e a l o n g w a y f r o m 
t h e o l d c o l o n i a l d a y s o f Chlbaro, 
o r f o r c e d l a b o u r , a d m i n i s t e r e d b y 
t h e s o - c a l l e d R h o d e s i a N a t i v e 
L a b o u r B u r e a u . T h e a r t i c l e w r i t 
t e n b y t h e M i n i s t e r o f L a b o u r , 
M a n p o w e r P l a n n i n g a n d S o c i a l 
W e l f a r e , C o m r a d e F r e d e r i c k M . M . 
S h a v a , e x p o s e d f u l l y t h e e v i l s o f 
t h e c o l o n i a l s i t u a t i o n ; a n d 
h i g h l i g h t s t h e m a j o r a d v a n c e s 
m a d e s i n c e i n d e p e n d e n c e , i n t h e . 
c o l o n i a l p e r i o d t h e I n d u s t r i a l 
C q n c i l l a t i o n A c t , f i r s t e n a c t e d i n 
1 9 3 4 ; d i d n o t r e c o g n i s e , A f r i c a n s 
a s " e m p l o y e e s ! " 

T h e t e r m w a s r e s t r i c t e d t o o n 
l y w h i t e w o r k e r s , w h e r e a s t h e 
b l a c k w o r k e r s w e r e c o v e r e d 
u n d f e r t h e n o t o r i o u s M a s t e r s a n d 
S e r v a n t s A c t . I n o t h e r w o r d s , 
w h a t t h e 1 9 3 4 A c t d i d w a s t o p r o 
t e c t t h e w h i t e w o r k e r s f r o m c o m 
p e t i t i o n f r o m b l a c k w o r k e r s . I n 
1 9 5 9 , h o w e v e r , t h e A c t w a s 
a m e n d e d , a n d t h e b l a c k w o r k e r s 
w e r e f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e b r o u g h t 
u n d e r t h e p u r v i e w o f t h e A c t . 

W e m u s t r e m e m b e r , h o w e v e r , 
t h a t t h e b l a c k w o r k e r s ' r i g h t t o b e 
r e c o g n i s e d w a s n o t g i v e n t o t h e m 
o u t o f m a g n a n i m i t y b y t h e c o l 
o n i a l g o v e r n m e n t . T h e w o r k e r s 
f o u g h t f o r t h i s r i g h t . I t t o o k t h e m 
2 5 y e a r s o f s u s t a i n e d s t r u g g l e 
j u s t t o g e t r e c o g n i s e d , l e t a l o n e 
w i n o t h e r d e m o c r a t i c r i g h t s o p e n 
t o w o r k e r s i n m o d e r n s o c i e t i e s . 
T h e R a i l w a y w o r k e r s ' s t r i k e i n 
1 9 4 5 a n d t h e g e n e r a l s t r i k e >of 

Development of 
the Working Class 
In Zimbabwe Since 
Independence 
There are potentially 2.3 million worl<ers in Zimbabwe. Of these 
approximately one million are in regular employment, ad
ministration, and in the industrial, agricultural, commercial and 
mining sectors, about 700,000 are self-employed in the com
munal areas, and the remaining 600,000 are unemployed. In ad
dition, schools every year turn out about 77,000 students at the 
Form IV level, not to speak of those who leave school at other 
levels. Of these, the country can presently absmb no more than 
45,000 so that every year some 32,000 young men and women 
Join the ranks of the unemployed. 
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1 9 4 8 w e r e t h e c u l m i n a t i o n o f t h i s 
l o n g s t r u g g l e , w h i c h b r o u g h t t h e 
c o l o n i a l g o v e r n m e n t f i n a l l y t o 
t h e i r s e n s e s . I n 1 9 4 8 t h e G o v e r n 
m e n t w a s f o r c e d t o b a r g a i n w i t h 
t h e w o r k e r s i n t h e N a t i v e L a b o u r 
B o a r d s . 

i Workers Rights Now 
Guaranteed 

I B e t w e e n 1 9 4 9 a n d 1 9 6 5 t h e w o r k -
I i n g c l a s s e s , t h r o u g h t h e i r u n i o n s 
I a n d t h r o u g h t h e p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s , 
I f o u g h t n o t o n l y t h e i r e c o n o m i c 
f, b a t t l e s b u t a l s o b r o u g h t t o t h e 

f o r e t h e p o l i t i c a l s t r u g g l e f o r 
1 d e m o c r a c y . N o t s u r p r i s i n g l y b y 
i t h e e n d o f t h i s p e r i o d t h e r e w e r e 
I s o m e u n i o n l e a d e r s w h o w e r e 
i a l r e a d y b e i n g i n f l u e n c e d b y t h e 
I I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o n f e d e r a t i o n o f 
J F r e e T r a d e U n i o n s ( I C F T U ) t o 
I b e t r a y t h e w o r k e r s ' i n t e r e s t s , a n d 
i t h e n a t i o n a l i s t c a u s e . B e t w e e n 

1 9 6 5 a n d 1 9 7 9 , f o r t e n y e a r s , 
si t h e r e w a s b r u t a l r e p r e s s i o n o f t h e 
i u n i o n s a n d t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s 
1 l e a d e r s h i p i n o r d e r t o e m a s c u l a t e 

t h e m a n d t o i s o l a t e t h e m f r o m 
t h e m a i n s t r e a m p o l i t i c a l 
m o v e m e n t s t h a t w e r e n o w w a g 
i n g t h e a r m e d s t r u g g l e f o r 

v p o l i t i c a l i n d e p e n d e n c e . T h e 
w o r k e r s a n d t h e i r c h i l d r e n j o i n e d 
t h e Z A N L A f o r c e s i n t h e i r 
t h o u s a n d s , a n d f o u g h t g a l l a n t l y 
f o r n a t i o n a l i n d e p e n d e n c e . T h e y 
r e a l i s e d t h a t w o r k e r s ' r i g h t s a n d 
n a t i o n a l i n d e p e n d e n c e w e r e t w o 
s i d e s o f t h e s a m e c o i n . T h e a t 
t a i n m e n t o f i n d e p e n d e n c e i n 

IJ A p r i l , 1 9 8 0 w a s a m a j o r v i c t o r y f o r 
fi t h e w o r k e r s , w h i c h m a d e i t p o s s i -
jl b l e t o o p e n a n e w e r a f o r t h e m , 
I a n d t o e s t a b l i s h d e m o c r a t i c 

r i g h t s a n d p r a c t i c e s . S i n c e i n -
i d e p e n d e n c e t h e r i g h t s a n d s t a t u s 
h o f t h e w o r k e r s h a s b e e n e n h a n c -
i e d w i t h e n a c t m e n t o f t h e L a b o u r 
I R e l a t i o n s A c t , 1 9 8 5 a n d t h e i r 

b a r g a i n i n g p o s i t i o n o n t h e f a c -
I t o r y f l o o r i m p r o v e d d r a m a t i c a l l y 

b y t h e i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s a t i o n o f t h e 
W o r k e r s ' C o m m i t t e e . T h e p o w e r s 
a n d s t r u c t u r e s o f t h e s e i m p o r t a n t 

; i n s t i t u t i o n s a r e n o w e n s h r i n e d i n 
, t h e L a b o u r R e l a t i o n s A c t . 

j" A t i n d e p e n d e n c e , h o w e v e r , t h e 
!< G o v e r n m e n t f o u n d t h e t r a d e 
I - u n i o n m o v e m e n t d e e p l y d i v i d e d . 

M o s t o f t h e w h i t e - l e d u n i o n s o f 
s k i l l e d l a b o u r w e r e a f f i l i a t e d t o 
t h e T r a d e U n i o n C o n g r e s s ( T U C ) , 

w h i l e m o s t o f t h e A f r i c a n - l e d 
u n i o n s w e r e a f f i l i a t e d t o o n e o f 
t h e f o l l o w i n g f o u r n a t i o n a l c e n 
t r e s : t h e A f r i c a n T r a d e U n i o n s 
C o n g r e s s ( A T U C ) t h e N a t i o n a l 
T r a d e U n i o n s C o n g r e s s ( N A T U C ) , 
t h e Z i m b a b w e F e d e r a t i o n o f 
L a b o u r ( Z F L ) a n d t h e U n i t e d 
T r a d e U n i o n s o f Z i m b a b w e 
( U T U Z ) . T h u s a t i n d e p e n d e n c e 
t h e r e w e r e f i v e n a t i o n a l c e n t r e s 
w h i c h d i v i d e d t h e w o r k e r s a l o n g 
t h e e t h n i c a n d p o l i t i c a l l i n e s . 

The Workers Unions 
and Government 

T h e n r i o m e n t o f i n d e p e n d e n c e 
b r o u g h t t o t h e s u r f a c e t h e p e n t -
u p g r i e v a n c e s o f t h e w o r k i n g 
c l a s s e s . T h e y r a n g e d f r o m p r o p e r 
w a g e s t o d e m o c r a t i c r e p r e s e n t a 
t i o n i n t h e u n i o n s , b u t b e c a u s e 
t h e u n i o n s w e r e d i v i d e d a n d t h e 
l e a d e r s h i p b u r e a u c r a t i s e d a n d 
d i v o r c e d f r o m t h e r a n k a n d f i l e , 
t h e s e g r i e v a n c e s o f t h e w o r k e r s 
c o u l d n o t b e r e s o l v e d o r c h a n n e l l 
e d t o t h e r i g h t a u t h o r i t i e s . T h e 
G o v e r n m e n t f o u n d i t n e c e s s a r y 
t o i n t e r v e n e . T h e i r r e g u l a r s t r i k e s 
h a d t o b e c o n t r o l l e d , a n d a 
d e g r e e o f o r d e r r e s t o r e d i n t h e 
d i v i d e d l a b o u r m o v e m e n t . U n d e r 
a S t e e r i n g C o m m i t t e e a p p o i n t e d 
b y t h e M i n i s t r y o f L a b o u r , M a n 
p o w e r P l a n n i n g a n d S o c i a l 
W e l f a r e , a n I n a u g u r a l C o n g r e s s 
w a s h e l d o n 2 8 F e b r u a r y 1 9 8 1 , t o 
c r e a t e a n a t i o n a l c e n t r e o u t o f t h e 
e x i s t i n g d i v i d e d c e n t r e s . 
A l t h o u g h t h e r e i s s o m e c r i t i c i s m 
o f t h e w a y t h i s w a s d o n e , t h e r e i s 
n o q u e s t i o n t h a t t h e f o r m a t i o n o f 
t h e Z i m b a b w e C o n f e d e r a t i o n o f 
T r a d e U n i o n s ( Z C T U ) w a s 
h i s t o r i c a l l y a s t e p f o r w a r d . 

O n e o f t h e c r i t i c i s m l e v e l l e d a t 
t h e G o v e r n m e n t i s t h a t i t i s 
b e h a v i n g " p a t e r n a l i s t i c a l l y " 
t o w a r d s t h e " u n i o n s . O n e m u s t 
v i e w t h i s c r i t i c i s m i n i t s p r o p e r 
h i s t o r i c a l a n d p b l i t i c a l c o n t e x t . 
W e h a v e a l r e a d y g i v e n a b i t o f t h e 
b a c k g r o u n d t o t h i s t o h o w t h e 
l a b o u r m o v e m e n t w a s f r a g m e n t 
e d a s a r e s u l t o f m a c h i n a t i o n s o f 
t h e c o l o n i a l s t a t e , i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
c a p i t a l a n d s h e e r p o l i t i c a l o p p o r 
t u n i s m o f s o m e o f t h e u n i o n 
l e a d e r s . T h i s h a d t o b e c o n t r o l l 
e d , f o r t h e r e d i d n o t s e e m a n y 
w a y i n w h i c h t h e l a b o u r m o v e 
m e n t w a s g o i n g t o b e a b l e t o 
r e s o l v e t h e s e h i s t o r i c a l a n d 

p o l i t i c a l c o n t r a d i c t i o n s o n t h e i r 
o w n . T h e s e c o n t r a d i c t i o n s s t i l l 
d o e x i s t , a n d i n d e e d c a n n o t s i m p 
l y b e w i s h e d a w a y , b u t a t l e a s t 
t h e y a r e n o w c h a n n e l l e d i n t o a 
p r o p e r o r g a n i s a t i o n t h r o u g h 
w h i c h t h e w o r k e r s m u s t 
d e m o c r a t i c a l l y r e s o l v e t h e i r d i f 
f e r e n c e s a n d p u t t h e i r h o u s e i n 
o r d e r . 

S i n c e i n d e p e n d e n c e t h e 
G o v e r n m e n t h a s d o n e m u c h , 
b e s i d e s t h e p a s s i n g o f t h e n e w 
L a b o u r R e l a t i o n s A c t , t o a d v a n c e 
t h e c a u s e o f t h e w o r k e r s i n Z i m 
b a b w e . O n 2 8 M a y 1 9 8 0 , t h e 
M i n i m u m W a g e s A c t w a s p a s s e d 
w h i c h h a s i n c r e a s e d t h e 
m i n i m u m w a g e s o f t h e 
a g r i c u l t u r a l w o r k e r s . T h e s e 
m i n i m u m w a g e s a r e r e v i s e d 
p e r i o d i c a l l y . T h u s , i n J u l y 1 9 8 5 , 
t h e a g r i c u l t u r a l a n d d o m e s t i c 
w o r k e r s ' m i n i m u m w a g e s w e r e 
i n c r e a s e d t o $ 7 5 p e r m o n t h a n d 
t h o s e o f i n d u s t r i a l w o r k e r s t o 
$ 1 4 3 , 7 5 . { T h e r i s i n g c o n s u m p t i o n 
o f b a s i c f o o d s s u c h a s m i l k , 
b r e a d , m e a t a n d m e a l i e - m e a l 
s h o w t h a t m a n y w o r k e r s n o w 
h a v e c o m p a r a t i v e l y h i g h e r 
i n c o m e s ) . 

T h e G o v e r n m e n t a l s o e n 
c o u r a g e d w o r k e r s t o s e t u p 
W o r k e r s ' C o m m i t t e e s i n t h e i r 
w o r k - p l a c e i n o r d e r t o f o s t e r s h o p 
f l o o r d e m o c r a c y a n d t o c r e a t e a 
c h a n n e l o f c o m m u n i c a t i o n b e t 
w e e n t h e w o r k e r s a n d t h e 
m a n a g e m e n t . T o d a y m o s t i n 
d u s t r i a l a n d c o m m e r c i a l e n t e r 
p r i s e s h a v e W o r k e r s ' C o m m i t 
t e e s , a n d a l t h o u g h t h i s s y s t e m , 
l i k e a n y s y s t e m , i s o p e n t o 
p e r i o d i c a b u s e , i t c o u l d b e s a i d i n 
g e n e r a l t h a t t h e W o r k e r s ' C o m 
m i t t e e s h a v e g e n e r a l l y e n h a n c e d 
t h e p o s i t i o n a n d s t a t u s o f t h e 
w o r k e r s , a n d b e c o m e a n e f f e c t i v e 
o r g a n f o r i n d u s t r i a l d e m o c r a c y . 
T h e L a b o u r R e l a t i o n s A c t w h i c h 
p r o v i d e s t h e n e w l e g a l r e g i m e f o r 
t h e w o r k e r s p r o v i d e s , i n i t s o w n 
w o r d s , " g r e a t e r p r o t e c t i o n f o r t h e 
w e a k e r p a r t y " . I n v i e w o f t h e 
h i s t o r i c a l i n j u s t i c e s m e t e d o u t t o 
t h e w o r k e r s , a n d t h e f a c t t h a t t h e 
l a b o u r u n i o n s a r e s t i l l w e a k a n d 
d i v i d e d , t h i s a d d i t i o n a l p r o t e c t i o n 
t o t h e w o r k e r s i s f u l l y j u s t i f i e d . 
T h e A c t a l s o g i v e s t h e M i n i s t e r o f 
L a b o u r , M a n p o w e r P l a n n i n g a n d 
S o c i a l W e l f a r e w i d e - r a n g i n g 
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p o w e r s t o i n t e r v e n e o n b e h a l f o f 
t h e w o r k e r s . 

W i t h i n t h i s b r o a d f r a m e w o r l < , 
t h e A c t s e t s o u t r e g i s t r a t i o n r e 
q u i r e m e n t s f o r u n i o n s a n d 
e m p l o y e r s ' a s s o c i a t i o n s , t h e f o r 
m a t i o n o f e m p l o y m e n t c o u n c i l s 
a n d B o a r d s , a n d a g r i e v a n c e p r o 
c e d u r e w h i c h s t a r t s w i t h a 
L a b o u r R e l a t i o n s O f f i c e r a n d 
e n d s w i t h a L a b o u r R e l a t i o n s 
T r i b u n a l ( w i t h H i g h C o u r t 
p o w e r s ) , a n d f r o m t h e r e a p p e a l s 
t o t h e S u p r e m e C o u r t . 

T h e s e c t i o n o u t l i n i n g t h e f u n 
d a m e n t a l r i g h t s o f w o r k e r s 
g u a r a n t e e s w o r k e r s e m p l o y m e n t 
a n d o t h e r f a c i l i t i e s s u c h a s p r o 
m o t i o n , e t c . w i t h o u t d i s c r i m i n a 
t i o n s o n g r o u n d s o f r a c e , t r i b e , 
p l a c e o f o r i g i n , c r e e d ; s e x o r 
p o l i t i c a l o p i n i o n . I t p r o v i d e s f o r 
p e r i o d s o f n o t i c e a n d t h e e n t i t l e 
m e n t t o f u l l b e n e f i t s f o r a l l w h o 
a r e d i s m i s s e d o r w h o r e s i g n , f a l l 
i l l a n d d i e . 

F o r w o m e n t h e A c t p r o v i d e s 
f o r m a t e r n i t y l e a v e a n d e m p l o y 
m e n t b e n e f i t s f o r w o r k i n g 
m o t h e r s , i n c l u d i n g t h e r i g h t t o 
t a k e o f f o n e h o u r d u r i n g t h e w o r k -
p e r i o d t o f e e d a s u c k l i n g c h i l d . 

L o c k o u t s a r e b a n n e d , a n d c o l 
l e c t i v e b a r g a i n i n g a g r e e m e n t s 
b e t w e e n t h e w o r k e r s a n d t h e 
e m p l o y e r s a r e e n c o u r a g e d , b u t 
t h e M i n i s t e r r e t a i n s t h e r i g h t t o 
s e t m i n i m u m w a g e s . 

T h u s , t h e n e w A c t m a y j u s t l y 
b e r e g a r d e d a s t h e " w o r k e r s 
c h a r t e r " . I t h a s g i v e n t h e w o r k e r s 
l e g a l r i g h t s w h i c h t h e y d i d n o t 
h a v e b e f o r e . I t h a s a l s o g i v e n 
t h e m p r o t e c t i o n a g a i n s t t h o s e 
e m p l o y e r s w h o w a n t t o e x p l o i t o r 
a b u s e t h e m . M o r e i m p o r t a n t l y , i t 
h a s l a i d d o w n c l e a r l y t h e 
m a c h i n e r y f o r n e g o t i a t i o n s , a n d 
b a r g a i n i n g f o r h i g h e r w a g e s a n d 
b e t t e r c o n d i t i o n s o f s e r v i c e . T h e 
r e m a i n i n g q u e s t i o n n o w i s h o w t o 
t r a n s l a t e t h e s e w e l l p r o t e c t e d 
r i g h t s i n t o c o n c r e t e r e a l i t i e s o f 
d o l l a r s a n d c e n t s a n d g o o d w o r k 
i n g c o n d i t i o n s . T h i s i s w h e r e 
r e s p o n s i b l e t r a d e u n i o n i s t s h a v e 
t o p l a y a d e c i s i v e r o l e o f l e a d e r 
s h i p , e d u c a t i o n a n d n e g o t i a t i o n . 

T h e w o r k e r s ' c h a r t e r i n c l u d e s 
t h e r i g h t t o g o o n s t r i k e w h e n a l l 
c h a n n e l s o f n e g o t i a t i o n s h a v e 
b e e n e x h a u s t e d a n d / o r b l o c k e d . 

T h e r i g h t o f w o r k e r s t o s t r i k e a n d 
t o w i t h h o l d t h e i r l a b o u r - p o w e r i s 
t h e u l t i m a t e p r o t e c t i o n f o r t h e 
w e a k e r p a r t y i n c a p t t a l i s t i n s t i t u 
t i o n s s u c h a s w e h a v e . T h e Z i m 
b a b w e a n w o r k e r s m u s t r e t a i n t h e 
r i g h t t o d e c i d e w h e n t o s h i f t t h e 
d i s c u s s i o n w i t h e m p l o y e r s f r o m 
t h e c o n f e r e n c e t a b l e t o t h e f a c 
t o r y f l o o r ; a n d e v e n w h e n t o t a k e 
i t t o t h e s t r e e t s . T h e e m p l o y e r s 
u s e t h e i r p o w e r o f c a p i t a l t o 
c r e a t e s h o r t a g e s o r e v e n t o c l o s e 
d o w n p l a n t s s o a s t o f o r c e t h e 
m a s s e s t o g o o n t o t h e s t r e e t s t o 
o p p o s e t h e S t a t e . T h e o r g a n i s e d 
t r a d e u n i o n s s h o u l d a l s o b e 
p r e p a r e d t o f i g h t f o r t h e r i g h t s o f 
t h e i r w o r k e r s a t e v e r y l e v e l — a t 
t h e c o n f e r e n c e t a b l e , o n t h e f a c 
t o r y f l o o r , a n d e v e n i n t h e s t r e e t s . 

Selff-Reiiance and 
Unemployment 

W i t h t h e i n c r e a s e i n t h e p r o v i s i o n 
o f e d u c a t i o n , a n d t h e s t a g n a t i o n 
o f e c o n o m i c g r o w t h d u e l a r g e l y 
t o e x t e r n a l f a c t o r s a n d d r o u g h t s , 
t h e n u m b e r o f u n e m p l o y e d Z i m 
b a b w e a n s h a s i n c r e a s e d m a r k e d 
l y . I n a n y c a s e , e v e n i f t h e s e 
r e s t r a i n i n g f a c t o r s w e r e n o t p r e 
s e n t , i t i s t h e i n h e r e n t c h a r a c t e r 
o f c a p i t a l i s m t o t h r o w m a n y 
w o r k e r s o u t o f w o r k . I n B r i t a i n t h e 
e c o n o m i c r e c o v e r y i s t a k i n g 
p l a c e a s u n e m p l o y m e n t I s i n 
c r e a s i n g . F o u r m i l l i o n w o r k e r s 
a r e n o w u n e m p l o y e d i n B r i t a i n . 

U n e m p l o y e d Z i m b a b w e a n s 
m u s t l o o k u l t i m a t e l y t o 
t h e m s e l v e s f o r g a i n f u l e m p l o y 
m e n t . M a n y o f t h e a b l e - b o d i e d 
m e n a n d w o m e n c a n e m p l o y 
t h e m s e l v e s i n a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i 
t y , s m a l l - s c a l e e n t e r p r i s e s , p e t t y 
t r a d e a n d c o m m e r c e , a n d l o c a l 
s e r v i c e s . I n e v e r y l o c a l s i t u a t i o n , 
w e m u s t u s e o u r t w o h a n d s a n d 
o u r h e a d t o p r o d u c e t h e w e a l t h 
t h a t w e n e e d t o f e e d o u r f a m i l i e s 
a n d t o m e e t t h e i r n e e d s . 

T h e d a y s o f l o o k i n g t o t h e 
E u r o p e a n e n t r e p r e n e u r t o s i g n 
o n e ' s " s i t u p a " o r l a b o u r c o n t r a c t 
a r e h a p p i l y g o n e . T h e d a y s o f 
b u y i n g a n d s e l l i n g g o o d s m a d e i n 
S o u t h A f r i c a , o r i n o t h e r f o r e i g n 
c o u n t r i e s , a r e a l s o d r a w i n g t o a 
c l o s e . W e h a v e t o p r o d u c e o u r 
o w n g o o d s a n d s e r v i c e s b y e x 
p a n d i n g o u r f l e d g l i n g m a n u f a c 
t u r i n g i n d u s t r i e s i n t h e b i g c i t i e s , 

a n d b y s t a r t i n g o u r o w n s m a l l 
e n t e r p r i s e s i n d i v i d u a l l y o r c o l l e c 
t i v e l y a s c o o p e r a t i v e s i n t h e r u r a l 
a r e a s . 

T h e g o v e r n m e n t i s w i l l i n g t o 
p r o v i d e s e e d m o n e y a n d 
t e c h n i c a l s e r v i c e s t o t h o s e w h o 
w a n t t o h e l p t h e m s e l v e s . T h e p r o 
g r a m m e o f p r o m o t i n g c o o p e r a 
t i v e s e m b a r k e d u p o n b y G o v e r n 
m e n t s o o n a f t e r i n d e p e n d e n c e , 
a n d t h e r e l a t e d p r o g r a m m e s o f 
r e s e t t l e m e n t , a n d t h e g e n e r a l 
d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e r u r a l a r e a s , 
a r e a l t a i m e d a t m a k i n g Z i m 
b a b w e s e l f - r e l i a n t . A l t h o u g h 
t h e r e h a v e b e e n a n u m b e r o f e x 
p e c t e d f a i l u r e s , m o s t o f t h e 
c o o p e r a t i v e s s t a r t e d i n t h e l a s t 5 
y e a r s h a v e b e e n s u c c e s s f u l , a n d 
t h e r e s e t t l e m e n t p r o g r a m m e h a s 
m a d e a s l o w b u t s u r e s t a r t . O v e r 
1 0 0 r u r a l g r o w t h p o i n t s h a v e b e e n 
i d e n t i f i e d a n d t h e y a r e g r o w i n g 
f r o m s m a l l b u s i n e s s c e n t r e s i n t o 
s m a l l t o w n s . T h o u s a n d s o f o u r 
p e o p l e c a n f i n d e m p l o y m e n t f o r 
t h e m s e l v e s a t t h e g r o w t h p o i n t s 
a n d i n t h e c o o p e r a t i v e m o v e 
m e n t , i n s t e a d o f t r e k k i n g t o t h e 
c i t i e s w h e r e t h e r e a r e n o j o b s . 

T h e G o v e r n m e n t s h o u l d e m 
b a r k u p o n l a r g e a n d l o n g - t e r m 
p r o j e c t s s u c h a s C h i s u m b a n j e , 
M w e n e z i a n d t h e Z a m b e z i V a l l e y , 
w h i c h c o u l d e m p l o y m a n y p e o p l e 
a t p r e s e n t , b u t r e g e n e r a t e t h e 
r u r a l a r e a s f o r t h e f u t u r e . A 
n u m b e r o f l a r g e s c a l e i r r i g a t i o n , 
m i n i n g a n d a f f o r e s t a t i o n p r o j e c t s 
a r e c a p a b l e o f g e n e r a t i n g t h e i r 
o w n f u n d s , a n d t h e r e f o r e f i t n i c e 
ly i n t o f o r m u l a e o f l a r g e d o n o r s 
s u c h a s t h e W o r l d B a n k . 
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The First Secretary and President's Biography in Relation to the 21st February Movement 

The President and First Secretary of ZANU (PF) inaugurating the 21st February Movement 

"/ would rather die than give in", is a revolutionary statement. It 
reveals determination and the will to march towards victory undeterred. 

So it is history of The First Prime Minister of Zimbabwe, First 
Secretary and President of ZANU (PF) Comrade R.G. Mugabe. He 
spent ten years of his life in detention, refusing to give in to the set
tler attempts to weaken him and his stand on the hostile socio-econo-
political conditions, then prevailing. He was imprisoned for deman
ding the independence and freedom of the oppressed and exploited 
masses of the people of Zimbabwe. Comrade R. G. Mugabe is a man 
full of admirable attributes that would make great many a son of our 
nation through emulation of these aspects. 
Today he is an international qualities. He is a man who, when he 
statesman of proven leadership takes a stand, "would rather die than 

give m . 
Such is the man who turned 63 

years on the 21st February this year, 
was born of humble stock. His father 
was a carpenter. He was educated at 
Kutama Mission up to Standard VI 
and then after qualifying as a teacher, 
taught at a number of schools bet
ween 1944 and 1954. 

He is an impeccable revolutionary 
who considered education as very im
portant in the execution of both the 
armed struggle and the buil4)ng of a 
nation."His own record reflects this. 
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After his secondary education he 
enrolled at the University of South 
Africa as an external student and 
later won a scholarship for the 
University of Fort Hare in South 
Africa, where he obtained in 1951 a 
Bachelor of Arts degree. He then 
returned to the then Southern 
Phodesia and continued as a teacher. 
He experienced a lot of injustice in 
the pay structure of the colonial 
system, and fought it all the time. 

He earned a Bachelor of Education 
through correspondence before leav
ing to work in Zambia, then Nor
thern Rhodesia. While teaching there 
he received a B.Sc (Economics) 
degree before deciding to^go and 
work in Ghana which had recently 
become independent. During that 
time Kwame Nkrumah's ideas of Pan 
Africanism were among the most 
revolutionary on the continent. These 
ideas helped Comrade R.G. 
Mugabe's political consciousness and 
he thought of going back home to 
fight for his country's independence 
instead of enjoying o thers ' 
independence. 

The founding of the 21st February 
Youth Movement is a recognition of 
Comrade R.G. Mugabe faultless and 
selfless leadership of the struggle. It 
is a warm appreciation of his un
wavering stand on the iR^volutionary 
path. It is an affirmation of the fact 
th^t the struggle must continue to go 
on and that it is the youth who will 
carry on in the footsteps of the pre
sent leadership. It is the present 
leadership that should infuse its 
ideals, for they are noble ideals, into 
the youth and under the guidance of 
the Party, create revolutionaries out 
of the sons and daughters of 
Zimbabwe. 

The patron and matron of the21st 
February movement Baba naMai 
Mugabe play the role of guide of the 
movement, true to traditional norms 
of parents of the movement. 

Members of the 2Ist February 
Movement have therefore been given 
a task to be there whenever heads of 
state from ctther countries visit Zim
babwe. They entertain the leaders 
through song and dance as well as 
learn discipline. 

Even in prison there is freedom, 
freedom to continue the struggle, the 
reason why the racists could not im
prison the indomitable spirit of this 
gallant son of Zimbabwe and his col
leagues. His quest for education re
mained to be filled as he studied suc
cessfully for The Bachelor of Laws, 
Master of Laws, and Bachelor of Ad
ministration degrees from the Univer
sities of London and South Africa, 
while in detention. Even then he 
beheved that without unity the goals 
of liberation would be difficuh to 
achieve. 

But imbedded in his consciousness, 
as he acquired education in prison, 
that had been denied him and the rest 
of the people of Zimbabwe by the 
colonial system, was the burning 
quest for freedom and independence. 
It would be a fn 'tless search for in
dependence without the unity of all 
the progressive forces. While in 
prison he struggled and achieved the 
unity of these forces. It was together 
with them that he journeyed on the 
bumpy road to freedom, with the 
youth of Zimbabwe solidly behind 
him. If at one time he led a na
tionalist organisation fighting for in
dependence, today he leads a nation, 
if at one time he guided the revolu
tionary path of a revolutionary move

ment, today he leads and guides a 
revolutionary movement of workers 
and peasants struggling to defeat 
capitaHsm and imperialism in the 
quest to create a more egalitarian 
society. 

The road to socialism is a long 
road full of trials. Comrade R.G. 
Mugabe brought this nation out of 
exploitation and oppression based on 
the colour of man, he will lead it 
towards a more equitable society bas
ed on scientific socialism, hence it 
falls on the youth to see us follow his 
guideUnes towards this goal. 

Amai Mugabe said when she was 
interviewed by The Herald at the first 
celebration of the 21st February 
Movement, of Comrade R.G. 
Mugabe, "He hardly ever rests 
because he has a feeling of great 
responsibility and love for Zimbabwe 
that keeps his mind constantly tick
ing, thinking of the best way to 
govern this great country." And in
deed the manifestation of this is 
through such national policies in 
education, training, mobilisation of 
the youth for the defence of the 
motherland, and the development of 
our industries for the upHfting of the 
standards of living for the people of 
Zimbabwe. Through hard work and 
the wise leadership of the Prime 
Minister, Comrade R.G. Mugabe, 
Zimbabwe's transformation goals 
cannot fail but be achieved. 

The 21st February Movement is 
therefore an investment of the future 
leadership of Zimbabwe who will but 
follow in the footsteps of its Patron. 
Forward ever, backward never. 
Let socialism be a reality by the 21st 
century. 

K n K U 5S K n K U U K U K 
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The Health of Women 
Workers 
R. Loewenson School of Medicine 
University of Zimbabwe 
Lenin once stated, "The experience of all liberation movements 
has shown that the success of a revolution depends on how 
much the women take part In it." The liberation of women from 
all forms of oppression Is an essential task in the creation of 
a society free from exploitation. Hence, the just struggles of 
Zimbabwean women workers to create a healthy society Is truly 
a revolutionary struggle. 
T h e h e a l t h s t a t u s o f a n y g r o u p 
w i t h i n a s o c i e t y i s a r e f l e c t i o n o f 
t h e i r s o c i a l a n d e c o n o m i c c o n d i 
t i o n s . A n y d i s c u s s i o n o f h e a l t h 
a n d d i s e a s e m u s t t h e r e f o r e b e g i n 
w i t h a c l e a r p o s i t i o n o n t h e s o c i a l 
a n d e c o n o m i c r e l a t i o n s i n t h a t 
s o c i e t y . I n c a p i t a l i s t s o c i e t y , 
t h e r e a r e m a n y c l a s s e s , b u t t w o 
m a j o r c l a s s e s e x i s t , i n a n 
t a g o n i s m t o a n d i n d e p e n d e n c e 
o n o n e a n o t h e r . . . t h e w o r k e r s 
a n d t h e b o u r g e o i s i e . T h e l a t t e r 
e x p l o i t s t h e l a b o u r o f t h e f o r m e r 
t o c r e a t e t h e i r p r i v a t e w e a l t h , t h e 
f o r m e r d e p e n d s o n t h e l a t t e r f o r 
e m p l o y m e n t t o e x i s t . A f i e r c e 
s t r u g g l e w a g e s a r o u n d t h e 
s u r p l u s e s c r e a t e d b y l a b o u r i n 
p r o d u c t i o n . T h e c a p i t a l i s t s p a r t 
g r u d g i n g l y w i t h s u f f i c i e n t t o k e e p 
t h e w o r k e r s a l i v e , w h i l e w o r k e r s 
s t r u g g l e f o r g r e a t e r c o n t r o l o v e r 
t h e s e s u r p l u s e s . T h e p a r t i c u l a r 
c o n d i t i o n s o f e x p l o i t a t i o n , w h i c h 
u l t i m a t e l y a r i s e o u t o f t h e 
c a p i t a l i s t s o w n e r s h i p o f t h e 
m e a n s o f p r o d u c t i o n , e v e n 
c r e a t e s s i t u a t i o n s w h e r e 
c a p i t a l i s t s b i t e i n t o t h e s u b 
s i s t e n c e n e e d s o f t h e w o r k e r s . 
N o t s u r p r i s i n g l y , t h e r e f o r e , 
w o r k e r s w h o l i v e i n p o v e r t y , w i t h 
i n s u f f i c i e n t i n c o m e t o f e e d t h e i r 
f a m i l i e s a n d i n s q u a l i d l i v i n g e n 
v i r o n m e n t s , s u f f e r t h e d i s e a s e s 
o f p o v e r t y . . . m a l n u t r i t i o n , d i a r 
r h o e a , t u b e r c u l o s i s , p n e u m o n i a 
a n d o t h e r c o m m u n i c a b l e 
d i s e a s e s . A t t h e s a m e t i m e , t h e 
b o u r g e o i s c l a s s s u f f e r s t h e 
d i s e a s e s o f a f f l u e n c e . . . 
d e g e n e r a t i v e b o w e l d i s e a s e f r o m 
e a t i n g o v e r r e f i n e d f o o d , o b e s i t y , 
c o r o n a r y a r t e r y d i s e a s e a n d s o m e 
c a n c e r s . 

W h e n l o o k i n g a t t h e h e a l t h p r o 
b l e m s w h i c h a f f e c t w o m e n , 
t h e r e f o r e , i t i s i m p o r t a n t t o n o t e 
t h a t m e n a n d w o m e n w i t h i n t h e 
s a m e s o c i a l c l a s s h a v e a m o r e 
s i m i l a r h e a l t h p a t t e r n t h a n b e t 
w e e n w o m e n o f d i f f e r e n t s o c i a l 
c l a s s e s . 

Women's Double 
Exploitation: 

W o m e n a r e h o w e v e r d o u b l y e x 
p l o i t e d u n d e r c a p i t a l i s m , a n d 
t h e r e f o r e e x p e r i e n c e h e a l t h p r o 
b l e m s a r i s i n g f r o m t h e p a r t i c u l a r 
f o r m s o f t h e i r e x p l o i t a t i o n . I n t h e 
s t r u g g l e o v e r t h e s u r p l u s e s 
c r e a t e d b y l a b o u r , t h e i n c o m e 
w h i c h t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s n e e d 
i n o r d e r t o s u r v i v e i s m i n i m i s e d 
b y u s i n g w o m e n a s f r e e l a b o u r . I n 
Z i m b a b w e i n t h e c o l o n i a l p e r i o d , 
t h e l a r g e l y f e m a l e p e a s a n t r y p r o 
v i d e d t h e f o o d , h e a l t h c a r e , p o s t 
r e t i r e m e n t , s u p p o r t a n d c h i l d 
c a r e f o r m i g r a n t w o r k e r s o n 
f a r m s , m i n e s a n d i n t o w n s . T h i s 
m e a n t t h a t t h e c a p i t a l i s t c o u l d 
p a y b e l o w s u b s i s t a n c e w a g e s , 
a v o i d i n g a l l t h e s e n e c e s s a r y 
c o s t s . W o m e n w e r e d e b i l i t a t e d 
b y l a n d l e s s n e s s , p o v e r t y a n d 
a g r i c u l t u r a l a n d d o m e s t i c l a b o u r . 
T h e i r o w n u n d e r n u t r i t i o n m e a n t 
t h a t t h e i r f o e t u s e s w e r e i n a d e 
q u a t e l y n o u r i s h e d , p r o d u c i n g l o w 
b i r t h w e i g h t b a b i e s w h o w e r e 
m o r e a t r i s k o f d e a t h a n d d i s e a s e . 
W o r k e r s r e t u r n i n g f r o m t h e 
m i n e s b r o u g h t w i t h t h e m t u b e r 
c u l o s i s a n d o t h e r c o m m u n i c a b l e 
d i s e a s e s w h i c h r a p i d l y s p r e a d 
t h r o u g h t h e u n d e r n o u r i s h e d c o m 
m u n i t y . L a n d l e s s n e s s , s o c i a l i n 
s e c u r i t y a n d t h e l a c k o f e m p l o y 

m e n t o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r w o m e n 
f o r c e d m a n y i n t o p r o s t i t u t i o n a s 
t h e o n l y m e a n s o f s u r v i v a l , s o 
t h a t s e x u a l l y t r a n s m i t t e d 
d i s e a s e s i n c r e a s e d m a r k e d l y a n d 
s p r e a d w i t h i n f a m i l i e s . 

T h i s d o u b l e e x p l o i t a t i o n c o n 
t i n u e s t o d a y . I t a f f e c t s b o t h t h e 
p e a s a n t r y a n d w o m e n a s w a g e 
e a r n e r s . A s o n e Z i m b a b w e a n 
w o m a n e x p r e s s e d i t . . . " I h a v e t o 
w o r k h a r d i n t h e f a c t o r y t o k e e p 
m y j o b , a n d t h e n t o w o r k i n t h e 
h o m e t o k e e p m y m a r r i a g e " . 
W o m e n n o t o n l y b e a r t h e c o s t s o f 
r e p r o d u c t i o n o f t h e l a b o u r f o r c e 
t h r o u g h t h e i r u n p a i d l a b o u r i n t h e 
h o m e , t h e y a l s o o f t e n f u n c t i o n a s 
u n p a i d h e a l t h w o r k e r s , l o o k i n g 
a f t e r t h e s i c k , t h e o l d a n d t h e a g 
e d a n d a f t e r c h i l d r e n . 

W o m e n a r e a l s o e x p l o i t e d i n 
e m p l o y m e n t a s t h e m o s t u n s k i l l 
e d l a b o u r , w i t h l i t t l e o r n o 
e m p l o y m e n t s e c u r i t y a n d t h e 
l o w e s t w a g e s . I n ' Z i m b a b w e a n 
W o m e n i n I n d u s t r y ' w o m e n a r e 
s h o w n t o b e e m p l o y e d a s u n s k i l l 
e d o r s e m i s k i l l e d w o r k e r s , o r 
s e a s o n a l e m p l o y e e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
i n t h e f o o d , c l o t h i n g a n d t e x t i l e 
i n d u s t r i e s . T h e y h a v e l i t t l e 
c h a n c e o f p r o m o t i o n . W o m e n a r e 
o f t e n t h e v i c t i m s o f t h e p i e c e 
w a g e i n a g r i c u l t u r e , a r e b r o u g h t 
i n t o s u p p l e m e n t l o w f a m i l y 
w a g e s a s c o n t r a c t l a b o u r a n d a r e 
s o m e t i m e s n o t e v e n r e c o g n i s e d 
a s w o r k i n g , c o m i n g i n t o h e l p 
t h e i r h u s b a n d s c o m p l e t e p i e c e 
t a s k s . T h e y l a c k e m p l o y m e n t 
c o n t r a c t s , a r e n o t c o v e r e d b y p r o 
t e c t i v e l e g i s l a t i o n i n t h e t e r m s o f 
w o r k i n g c o n d i t i o n s a n d a r e n o t 
c o n s i d e r e d f o r p o s t e m p l o y m e n t 
s e c u r i t y . E v e n w h e r e e q u a l w a g e s 
f o r e q u a l w o r k e x i s t s , t h i s r e l e g a 
t i o n o f w o m e n t o c a s u a l a n d u n 
s k i l l e d w o r k u n d e r m i n e s f e m a l e 
e a r n i n g s . T h e w o r k i n g c l a s s 
u n d e r c a p i t a l i s m l i v e s i n 
e c o n o m i c i n s e c u r i t y d u e t o l a c k 
o f a n y m e a n s t o e x i s t o u t s i d e t h e 
s a l e o f t h e i r l a b o u r . T h i s i s i n t e n 
s i f i e d f o r w o m e n , w h o s e l a b o u r i s 
u n d e r v a l u e d , i s u n p a i d i n t h e 
h o m e a n d w h o s e e c o n o m i c w e l l -
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b e i n g i s o f t e n l i n k e d t o t f i e i r 
h u s b a n d s ' e a r n i n g s . 

T h e u s e o f w o m e n a s u n s k i l l e d 
l a b o u r i s p a r t o f t h e p r o c e s s o f 
c a p i t a l i s t i c p r o d u c t i o n . A s p r o 
d u c t i o n i s i n t e n s i f i e d t h r o u g h 
m e c h a n i s a t i o n t o r e a p g r e a t e r 
p r o f i t s , t h e u n e m p l o y e d a n d 
u n d e r e m p l o y e d l a b o u r p o o l 

^ s w e l l s , k e e p i n g w o r k e r s a t l o w 
w a g e s a n d e a s i l y r e p l a c e a b l e . 

A s s u r p l u s e s i n p r o d u c t i o n a r e 
g r a b b e d f o r i n d i v i d u a l p r o f i t , 
s o m e t i m e s e v e n i n c l u d i n g t h e 
a m o u n t n e e d e d f o r w o r k i n g c l a s s 
e x i s t e n c e , w o m e n a r e e i < p l o i t e d 
a s f r e e l a b o u r i n t h e h o m e t o 
m e e t t h o s e c o s t s t h e c a p i t a l i s t 
d e n i e s , a n d a s c h e a p u n s k i l l e d 
l a b o u r i n t h e w o r k p l a c e . 

What Health Problems 
do Women Suffer as a 

Result of These 
Processes? 

T h e g e n e r a l h e a l t h p a t t e r n w h i c h 
a r i s e s o u t o f p o v e r t y h a s a l r e a d y 
b e e n m e n t i o n e d . T h e s e a r e t h e 
d i s e a s e s o f u n d e r n u t r i t i o n , i n 
c l u d i n g a n a e m i a a n d v i t a m i n d e f i 
c i e n c i e s . S e v e r e a n a e m i a , f o r e x 
a m p l e , i s a m a j o r c a u s e o f 
m a r t e n a l m o r t a l i t y i n Z i m b a b w e . 
C h r o n i c f e m a l e u n d e r n u t r i t i o n 
r e s u l t s i n c e p h a l o p e l v i c d i s p r o 
p o r t i o n ( C P D ) , w h e r e t h e p e l v i s o f 
t h e m o t h e r i s t o o s m a l l f o r t h e 
h e a d o f t h e c h i l d . T h i s c a n b e 
f a t a l t o m o t h e r a n d c h i l d i n t h e 
a b s e n c e o f e f f e c t i v e o b s t e t r i c 
s e r v i c e s . 

P o o r e n v i r o n m e n t a l c o n d i t i o n s 
p r o d u c e h i g h l e v e l s o f i n f e c t i o u s 
d i s e a s e , s u c h a s p n e u m o n i a , 
t u b e r c u l o s i s , m a l a r i a a n d 
g a s t r o i n t e s t i n a l i n f e c t i o n . 
M i g r a n t l a b o u r , s o c i a l i n s t a b i l i t y 
a n d e c o n o m i c i n s e c u r i t y u n d e r 
m i n e m a r i t a l r e l a t i o n s , p r o d u c i n g 
h i g h l e v e l s o f s e x u a l l y t r a n s m i t 
t e d d i s e a s e . A d d e d t o t h e e x 
p o s u r e t o i n f e c t i o n , t h e s e r e s u l t 
i n P e l v i c I n f l a m m a t o r y D i s e a s e 
( P I D ) a n d S T D i n w o m e n , w h i c h 
o f t e n p r o g r e s s t o a d v a n c e d 
s t a g e s b e f o r e b e i n g d i a g o n i s e d 
o r t r e a t e d . T h e s e d i s e a s e s n o t 
o n l y e n d a n g e r t h e l i v e s o f 
w o m e n , b u t a l s o t h e i r c h i l d r e n , 
a n d m a y c a u s e i n f e r t i l i t y . W o m e n 
i n Z i m b a b w e , a s i n m a n y 
u n d e r d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s , s u f f e r 

h i g h b l o o d p r e s s u r e ( h y p e r t e n 
s i o n ) , a r e s u l t o f r i s k f a c t o r s i n 
c l u d i n g s t r e s s , p o o r d i e t a n d 
c i g a r e t t e s m o k i n g . 

Reproductive Health 
Hazards 

W o m e n ' s r o l e i n p r o d u c t i o n a l s o 
r e s u l t s i n h e a l t h h a z a r d s i n 
r e p r o d u c t i o n . T h e n u t r i t i o n a l 
d e m a n d s d u r i n g p r e g n a n c y a r e 
m u c h h i g h e r t h a n n o r m a l . L o w 
w a g e s , h a r d l a b o u r a n d a p o o r 
d i e t d e p r i v e w o m e n o f a d e q u a t e 
e n e r g y s o t h a t t h e r i s k o f a n e m i a , 
p o o r f o e t a l d e v e l o p m e n t a n d a 
l o w b i r t h w e i g h t b a b y i s v e r y h i g h . 
L e v e l s o f i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y i n t h e 
f i r s t y e a r o f l i f e a r e u p t o t e n 
t i m e s h i g h e r i n t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s 
t h a n i n t h e b o u r g e o i s c l a s s , 
w i t n e s s t o e f f e c t s o f m a t e r n a l 
a n d c h i l d u n d e r n u t r i t i o n . I n w o r k 
u n d e r h o t c o n d i t i o n s , h e a t s t r e s s 
p l a c e s a l o a d o n t h e h e a r t , 
a l r e a d y s t r e s s e d b y p r e g n a n c y . 

E x p o s u r e t o t o x i c s u b s t a n c e s 
d u r i n g p r e g n a n c y i s k n o w n i n 
m a n y c a s e s t o a f f e c t t h e f o e t u s . 
T h e r e a r e t h o u s a n d m o r e c a s e s 
w h e r e t h e e f f e c t s a r e a s y e t 
u n k n o w n , e s p e c i a l l y g i v e n t h a t o f 
t h e 7 0 0 0 0 c h e m i c a l s i n i n d u s t r y , 
o n l y a b o u t 5 0 0 h a v e b e e n t e s t e d 
f o r t o x i c i t y . A n a e s t h e t i c g a s e s , 
s u c h a s h a l o t h a n e , h a v e b e e n i m 
p l i c a t e d i n a b o r t i o n i n e x p o s e d 
h e a l t h w o r k e r s . P e s t i c i d e s , s u c h 
a s 2 , 4 , 5 , T , h a v e b e e n s h o w n t o 
p r o d u c e a b n o r m a l f o e t a l d e v e l o p 
m e n t a n d l e a d ( u s e d i n p a i n t , b a t 
t e r y , p r i n t i n g a n d w e l d i n g i n 
d u s t r i e s ) h a s a l s o b e e n i m 
p l i c a t e d i n m u t a t i o n s r e s u l t i n g i n 
d e f o r m e d c h i l d r e n . F o r 
m a l d e h y d e ( u s e d i n t e x t i l e , p a p e r 
a n d i n k i n d u s t r i e s a n d i n 
l a b o r a t o r i e s ) , v i n y l c h l o r i d e ( u s e d 
i n t h e m a n u f a c t u r e o f p l a s t i c s ) , 
c h l o r o p e n e ( u s e d i n s y n t h e t i c 
r u b b e r m a n u f a c t u r e ) , p e r -
c h l o r o e t h y l e n e ( u s e d a s a d r y 
c l e a n i n g a g e n t ) , c a r b o n 
d i s u l p h i d e ( u s e d i n s y n t h e t i c 
r a y o n m a n u f a c t u r e ) a n d m e t a l s 
s u c h a s m e r c u r y , c o p p e r a n d c a d 
m i u m h a v e a l l b e e n f o u n d t o b e 
r i s k f a c t o r s i n a r a n g e o f 
r e p r o d u c t i v e p r o b l e m s , f r o m 
m e n s t r u a l d i s o r d e r s , d e c r e a s e s 
i n f e r t i l i t y , d e f o r m i t y a n d b r a i n 
d a m a g e i n c h i l d r e n , m i s c a r r i a g e , 
s t i l l b i r t h a n d s p o n t a n e o u s a b o r 
t i o n . C l e a r l y t h e l i s t o f r e p r o d u c 

t i v e h a z a r d s i s n o t c o m p l e t e . . 4 
i n m a n y c a s e s t h e h i g h l e v e l s o f 
s t i l l b i r t h a n d i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y d u e 
t o o t h e r c a u s e s , c o u p l e d w i t h i n 
a c c e s s i b l e h e a l t h s e r v i c e s , 
m e a n s t h a t m a n y c h e m i c a l ef -^ 
f e c t s a r e u n d e t e c t e d o r 
u n r e p o r t e d . I n a d d i t i o n , t h e e f 
f e c t s m a y t a k e y e a r s t o b e c o m e 
a p p a r e n t . F o r e x a m p l e , e x p o s u r e 
t o t h e d r u g D i e t h y l s i l b o e s t r o l o n 
l y p r o d u c e d i t s e f f e c t o f c e r v i c a l 
c a n c e r i n t h e s u c c e e d i n g f e m a l e 
g e n e r a t i o n a b o u t 4 0 y e a r s l a t e r . 
G i v e n p o o r s c r e e n i n g f o r 
d i s e a s e s s u c h a s c e r v i c a l c a n c e r 
i n u n d e r d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s , 
t h e s e h e a l t h p r o b l e m s m a y r e 
m a i n u n d e t e c t e d a l t h o u g h c o m 
m o n l y s u f f e r e d . 

R a d i a t i o n ( i n h e a l t h w o r k e r s ^ 
f r o m X r a y s ) c a n r e s u l t i n f o e t a l 
d e f o r m i t y i n t h e e a r l i e s t w e e k s o f 
p r e g n a n c y , s o m e t i m e s b e f o r e t h e 
p r e g n a n c y i s k n o w n . B i o l o g i c a l 
h a z a r d s , s u c h a s r u b e l l a , m a l a r i a 
a n d t o x o p l a s m a a l s o e n d a n g e r 
t h e m o t h e r a n d c h i l d ' s h e a l t h , 
a n d m a y b e c o n t r a c t e d t h r o u g h 
h o s p i t a t a n d d o m e s t i c w o r k . 
W o m e n w h o a r e r e q u i r e d t o l i f t 
h e a v y l o a d s o r t o s p e n d t h e e n t i r e 
d a y s t a n d i n g o v e r m a c h i n e r y o r 
t o t r a v e l l o n g d i s t a n c e s o v e r 
r o u g h r o a d s r i s k n o t o n l y b o n e 
a n d m u s c l e i n j u r y , h i g h b l o o d 
p r e s s u r e a n d h e a r t d i s e a s e , b u t 
a l s o f a c e t h e r i s k o f p r e m a t u r i t y 
o r a b o r t i o n . 

T h i s d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e h e a l t h 
p r o b l e m s f a c i n g w o m e n a s 
w o r k e r s d o e s n o t m e a n t h a t m e n 
d o n o t s u f f e r u n d e r t h e s a m e c o n 
d i t i o n s , n o r t h a t t h e s p e c i a l r i s k s 
t o w o m e n s h o u l d b e u s e d a s a 
m e a n s o f e x c l u d i n g w o m e n f r o m 
c e r t a i n f o r m s o f l a b o u r . I n d e e d , 
m a n y o f t h e s e p r o b l e m s a r e f a c 
e d b y t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s a s a 
w h o l e . H d w e v e r , t h e r o l e o f 
w o m e n i n c h i l d b i r t h i m p l i e s t h a t 
t h e s e r i s k s r e q u i r e a t t e n t i o n f o r 
t h e i r a d d i t i o n a l e f f e c t s o n f u t u r e 
g e n e r a t i o n s . A l s o , a s d e s c r i b e d 
e a r l i e r , b e c a u s e o f w o m e n ' s c o m 
m o n p o s i t i o n a s c a s u a l , u n s k i l l 
e d l a b o u r , t h e y a r e o f t e n e x p o s 
e d t o t h e m o s t r i s k y w o r k i n g c o n 
d i t i o n s w i t h t h e l o w e s t l e v e l s o f 
p r o t e c t i o n . 

The Response of the 
Health Care System 
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The response of the health care 
system needs to be examined to 
see to what extent the social rela
tions which produce disease are 
also reflected in that response. 
The capitalist c lass , whose in
fluence is dominant within the 
organisation of 'Western' health 
care, attempts to draw attention 
away from the s o c i a l and 
economic causes of ill health, by 
placing the blame on the in
dividual. We call this 'victim 
blaming'. Women' particularly 
bear the brunt of this approach, 
as they are cast into the role of 
custodians of their family health. 
Hence the response to child 
undernutrition is to blame it on 
the ignorance of the mother, and 
to painstakingly educate her 
about food habits which she 
already knows but cannot afford. 
Diseases which arise from poor 
environments, such as diarrhoea, 
TB, measles and typhoid, are at
tributed to lack of hygiene or un
wi l l ingness to build better 
facilities. The response is to 
teach family hygiene to the 
mother. Sexually transmitted 
diseases are blamed on.female 
prostitution. The view of STD as 
arising from 'bad behaviour' was 
so seriously held by the previous 
regime that they charged higher 
fees for its treatment as a form of 
punishment. They thought this 
may reduce it . . . but of course 
it did not. 

Even 'overpopulation' is blam
ed on the 'insatiable sexual 
habits' of the working c lass . 
Women are daily harangued 
about reducing their family size 
with contraception, ignoring the 
reasons behind having that size 
of family. The entire burden of the 
unequal distribution of national 
and international resources , 
which makes Africa with a 
population density of 12/km over-
populated, while Europe, with a 
population density of 90/km is 
not, is placed in the laps of 
women in underdeveloped 
countries. 

The social and economic rela
tions which produce this model 
of ill health also produce an 
organisation of health care which 
is dominated by doctors, who 
although they may not be lan

downers or, indust r ia l i s ts 
themselves, see their wealth and 
security as coming from these 
groups. They may not expose the 
real s o u r c e s of ill heal th, 
a l though they use medicaid 
technology to treat the effects 
every day. They may monopolise 
medical knowledge, equitable 
distribution of health care, if it 
conflicts with the interests of the 
social c lass whom they serve. 
They may monopolise medical 
knowledge, so that people will 
not be able to understand or gain 
control over their own health. 
They may hide those aspects of 
the production process which 
cause the ill health of the work
ing c lass. They may use the 
benefits of their technical educa
tion and training in the interests 
of minority of the population. In 
this organisation of health care, 
men often fill the role of doctors, 
while women are cast in the so 
called 'caring' role of nurses, 
where their ability to control 
health care is minimised. It is not 
surprising that only 7% of doc
tors in the most advanced 
capitalist country, the USA, are 
women, while the socialist USSR, 
77% are women. The issue 
however is not only one of sex, 
but of the c lass composition of 
the health profession, and of 
their c lass interests. 

Until health workers who come 
from or act in the interests of the 
working c l a s s control the 
organisation of health care, there 
will continue to 'be a struggle 
both to expose the real causes of 
ill hearth, and to direct the 
resources towards dealing with 
disease. 

The control the bourgeois 
c l a s s has over health care , 
whether in terms 6 f manpower, 
technology, drug distribution or 
fac i l i t ies , often means that 
women bear a large part of the 
costs of health care, either by low 
cost labour to the health sector, 
or by taking on in.the home the 
tasks of care of the sick, disabl
ed, elderly and the young. The 
c o s t s of d i s e a s e at the 
workplace, in terms of disabifity, 
child deformity and mental retar
dation and death are either heavi
ly subsidised by or totally borne 

by women's labour within the 
home. Indeed, as long as women 
continue to perform this work un
paid, and the costs of caring for 
disease is not taken from the 
wealth generated in production, 
employers in industry may see no 
cost benefit in spending money 
on improving the workplace to 
prevent disease. 

In this respect, the Zimbabwe 
Government Health Policy of 
bringing accessible health care 
to all the population merits work
ing c lass support. This is par
ticularly so if it redistributes 
technology, manpower and other 
resources to areas previously 
underserved, such as for workers 
on commercial farms, and where 
it chal lenges the underlying 
determinants of disease by tak
ing environmental and economic 
ac t ion . The thrust towards 
democratising the health service, 
bringing people into greater con
trol over health care and en
couraging popular discussion 
over health issues is a pro
gressive step towards overcom
ing the inherited bourgeois c lass 
dominance in health care. Trade 
Unions should be deeply involv
ed in this thrust towards 
democratic, universally access i 
ble health care. 

Working c lass women need to 
continue the struggle for a more 
socialised and effective coverage 
of maternal and child health. 
Child care, care of the disabled 
and the elderly, food canteens, 
home hygiene should be brought 
under cooperative and public sec
tor control, liberating women 
from these tasks as individuals. 
Antenatal, obstetric and other 
health s e r v i c e s should be 
available to working women at 
times and places appropriate to 
their working hours. Health 
workers at all levels need to be 
more effectively trained to ex
pose and deal with health pro
b lems exper ienced at the 
workplace. This also calls for the 
organisation of health and and 
safety commi t tees at the 
workplace which, with the active 
support of the health profession, 
would further the process of 
monitoring and control of oc
cupational disease. Naturally this 
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i m p l i e s a n i n c r e a s i n g s t r u g g l e t o 
e n s u r e t h a t t h e h e a l t h p r o f e s 
s i o n s a r e c h o s e n a n d t r a i n e d t o 
u s e t h e i r s k i l l s I n t h e i n t e r e s t s o f 
w o r k e r s a n d p e a s a n t s . 

Legal and Technological 
Control of Diseases 

W e h a v e a l r e a d y d i s c u s s e d h o w , , 
u n d e r c a p i t a l i s m , t h e p r o d u c t i o n , 
p r o c e s s i s d e s i g n e d i n t h e i n 
t e r e s t s o f m a x i m i s i n g p r o f i t s . 
D e m o c r a t i c a n d w o r k e r s ' s t r u g 
g l e s w h i c h c o n f l i c t w i t h t h i s p r o 
f i t m o t i v e a r e m e d i a t e d b y t h e 
s t a t e t h e r e b y b r i n g i n g a b o u t 
s o m e l e g a l a n d t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
c o n t r o l o f d i s e a s e s . T h e s c o p e o f 
t h i s a c t i o n r a n g e s f r o m t h e 
e l i m i n a t i o n o f d a n g e r o u s p r a c 
t i c e s ( w h i c h i s r a r e ) , t o t h e 
s u b s t i t u t i o n b y l e s s d a n g e r o u s 
o n e s , s u c h a s t h e s u b s t i t u t i o n o f 
b e n z e n e b y t o l u e n e . H a z a r d o u s 
w o r k p r o c e s s e s c a n b e e n c l o s e d 
6 r i s o l a t e d , m a c h i n e r y m a d e 
s a f e r , a n d v e n t i l a t i o n p r o v i d e d t o 
r e m o v e d u s t s a n d f u m e s . A s a 
l a s t l i n e o f r e a l p r o t e c t i o n , b u t 
o f t e n t h e f i r s t a n d o n l y f o r m o f 
l e g a l a c t i o n , w o r k e r s m a y b e 
g i v e n p r o t e c t i v e c l o t h i n g . A s 
t h e s e m e a s u r e s o f t e n b i t e i n t o 
p r o f i t s , t h e b a t t l e t o o b t a i n s a f e 
t y i m p r o v e m e n t s m a y b e f i e r c e . 
L a w s p a s s e d a r e n o t o b s e r v e d 
w i t h o u t g r e a t v i g i l a n c e o n t h e 
p a r t o f t h e T r a d e U n i o n s . N o t s u r 
p r i s i n g l y , t h e r e f o r e , i t i s i n 
s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s w h e r e t h e 
m o s t s t r i n g e n t s a f e t y l e v e l s e x i s t . 
I n t h e G e r m a n D e m o c r a t i c 
R e p u b l i c ( G D R ) a n d B u l g a r i a , 
m a x i m u m w e i g h t s f o r , l i f t i n g a r e 
s t i p u l a t e d f o r w o m e n , w i t h t h e 
m a x i m u m l e n g t h o f t i m e o f s u c h 
a c t i v i t y . I n t h e U S S R , s a f e t y 
l e v e l s o f c h e m i c a l t o x i n s ( d u s t s , 
f u m e s o r g a s e s ) i n t h e 
w o r k p l a c e s a r e s e t a t s a f e r 
( l o w e r ) t h r e s h o l d l i m i t s t h a n i n 

' t h e U K a n d U S A , w h i l e p r e g n a n t 
w o m e n i n t h e U S S R a n d G D R 
w h o a r e i n o c c u p a t i o n s w h i c h e n 
d a n g e r t h e i r f o e t u s e s a r e s h i f t e d 
t o o t h e r p a r t s o f t h e w o r k p l a c e s 
w i t h o u t l o s s o f p a y o r 
e m p l o y m e n t . 

In Z i m b a b w e , t h e F a c t o r i e s 
a n d W o r k s A c t , t h e H a z a r d o u s 
S u b s t a n c e s A c t , t h e M i n e s a n d 
M i n e r a l s A c t , t h e P n e u m o c o n i o 
s i s A c t a n d t h e W o r k m e n s C o m 

p e n s a t i o n A c t a l l p r o v i d e s o m e 
d e g r e e o f p r o t e c t i o n i n t e r m s o f : 
1 . c o n t r o l o f t h e \ w o r k i n g 

e n v i r o n m e n t 
2 . i n s p e c t i o n o f h a z a r d s a t t h e 

w o r k p l a c e 
3 . d e t e c t i o n a n d c o m p e n s a t i o n 

f o r i n j u r y a n d d i s , e a s e a t t h e 
^ w o r k p l a c e . 

T h e s e a c t s a n d t h e i r r e g u l a t i o n s 
d o n o t a s y e t c o v e r t h e r a n g e o f 
h a z a r d s i n Z i m b a b w e . I n p a r 
t i c u l a r , w h i l e c o m p e n s a t i o n f o r 
i n j u r y a n d a c c i d e n t s a t w o r k i s 
r e l a t i v e l y w e l l o r g a n i s e d , t h e 
d e t e c t i o n , m o n i t o r i n g a n d c o m 
p e n s a t i o n f o r w o r k p f a c e d i s e a s e s 
d o e s n o t c o v e r t h e r a n g e o f p r o 
b l e m s e x p e r i e n c e d . T h i s i s a n 
a r e a , f o r c o l l a b o r a t i v e w o r k b e t 
w e e n t h e t r a d e u n i o n s , g o v e r n 
m e n t a n d h e a l t h r e s e a r c h e r s . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , t h e e n f o r c e m e n t 
o f l e g a l s a f e g u a r d s i s s t i l l w e a k 
i n Z i m b a b w e . I n a g r i c u l t u r e , f o r 
e x a m p l e , r e g u l a t i o n s t o t h e 
H a z a r d o u s S u b s t a n c e s A c t p r o 
v i d e s f o r l a b e l l i n g , s t o r a g e a n d 
p r a c t i c e s o f u s e o f p e s t i c i d e s , i n 
c l u d i n g p r o v i s i o n o f p r o t e c t i v e 
c l a t h i n g . O n m a n y f a r m s , 
h o w e v e r , t h e s e l a w s a r e n o t e n 
f o r c e d a s m a n y w o r k e r s a r e n o t 
a w a r e o f t h e m , f a r m e r s a r e r e s i s 
t a n t t o m e e t t h e e x p e n s e t h e y i n 
c u r , a n d c a s u a l w o r k e r s a r e a f r a i d 
o f l o s i n g t h e i r j o b s i f t h e y p u s h 
f o r t h e i r r i g h t s . I n a d d i t i o n , t h e r e 
i s n o t y e t a n e f f e c t i v e s y s t e m o f 
i n s p e c t i n g f o r a n d d e a l i n g w i t h 
t h e i r i n f r i n g e m e n t . 

T h e b a t t l e t o c o n t r o l w o r k p l a c e 
d i s e a s ^ , b o t h t h r o u g h l e g a l a n d 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l m e , a n s i s n o t o n e 
t o b e w a g e d i n i s o l a t i o n , w i t h i n 
e a c h c o u n t r y . T h e e x p e r i e n c e , 
r e s e a r c h c a p a c i t y a n d p o l i t i c a l 
m o t i v a t i o n o f t h e s o c i a l i s t c o u n 
t r i e s c a n p r o v i d e v a l u a b l e s k i l l s 
a n d i n f o r m a t i o n . I n a d d i t i o n , 
m a n y Z i m b a b w e a n i n d u s t r i e s a r e 
m u l t i n a t i o n a l s , b a s e d i n U S A a n d 
W e s t e r n E u r o p e . T r a d e U n i o n s 
c a n e x a m i n e t h e g a i n s m a d e b y 
w o r k e r s i n t h e i r ^ c o u n t r i e s o f 
o r i g i n t o i d e n t i f y t h e l e g a l a n d 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l c o n t r o l s w h i c h 
h a v e b e e n a p p l i e d t h e r e . T h i s n o t 
o n l y e x p o s e s t h e d i f f e r e n c e s i n 
t h e s a m e c o m p a n y ' s m o d e oT 
o p e r a t i o n u n d e r t h e a d v a n c e d 
a n d u n d e r d e v e l o p e d c a p i t a l i s m , 
b u t a l s o p r o v i d e s a m e a n s f o r 

l i n k i n g w o r k i n g c l a s s a c t i o n 
a c r o s s n a t i o n a l b o u n d a r i e s . 

Changes in the 
Organisation of 

Production: 
F i n a l l y , w e r e t u r n t o t h e p o i n t s 
m a d e i n t h e f i r s t p a g e s o f t h i s 
p a p e r . H e a l t h i s a s o c i a l i s s u e , 
n o t a n i n d i v i d u a l o n e . I t a r i s e s o u t 
o f t h e s o c j a l r e l a t i o n s o f p r o d u c 
t i o n , w h i c h d e f i n e s t h e a n 
t a g o n i s m s b e t w e e n c l a s s e s a n d 
g i v e s o n e c l a s s t h e m e a n s t o e x 
p l o i t t h e other ,^ d e f i n i n g t h e i r u n i 
q u e h e a l t h e x p e r i e n c e s . F o r 
w o m e n w o r k e r s , t h e i r p a r t i c u l a r 
s i t u a t i o n i s d e e p l y e m b e d d e d 
w i t h i n t h e n a t u r e o f t h e s e c l a s s 
s t r u g g l e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y a s t h e y 
o f t e n b e a r t h e h a r s h e s t b l o w s o f 
c a p i t a l i s t e x p l o i t a t i o n . 

A d v a n c e d c a p i t a l i s m h a s p r o 
v i d e d s o m e l e v e l o f s o c i a l w e l f a r e 
t o w o r k e r s a n d c o n t r o l s t h e m^ost 
s e v e r e a n d o b v i o u s f o r m s o f 
w o r k p l a c e d i s e a s e a n d i n j u r y t o 
s o m e e x t e n t . H o w e v e r , t h e 
m e a n s f o r s u c h r e f o r m s a r e d e r i v 
e d t h r o u g h i m p e r i a l i s t w e a l t h , 
a n d t h r o u g h t h e i m m i s e r a t i o n o f 
w o r k e r s i n u n d e r d e v e l o p e d c o u n 
t r i e s . T h e c l a s s i n e q u a l i t i e s i n 
h e a l t h a n d h e a l t h c a r e r e m a i n , 
a n d b i t t e r s t r u g g l e i s a r e f o u g h t 
o v e r e a c h i m p r o v e m e n t i n c o n d i 
t i o n s o f w o r k a n d w o n , i n t h e 
w o r d s o f W a l t e r R o d n e y , o n l y b y 
t h e " o r g a n i s a t i o n a n d r e s o l u t e 
n e s s o f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s . " I t i s 
i n d i c a t i v e o f t h e f a i l u r e o f a d v a n c 
e d c a p i t a l i s m t o s o l v e h e a l t h p r o 
b l e m s t h a t o n e o f t h e g r e a t e s t 
b a t t l e s b e i n g w a g e d i n t h e U K t o 
d a y i s o v e r w o m e n ' s h e a l t h , o v e r 
t h e r e t r e n c h m e n t o f w o m e n 
h e a l t h w o r k e r s b a c k i n t o t h e 
s p h e r e o f f r e e d o m e s t i c l a b o u r , 
o v e r t h e u n e q u a l d i s t r i b u t i o p o f 
h e a l t h c a r e t o t h e d i s a d v a n t a g e 
o f w o r k i n g c l a s s w o m e n , o v e r " 
u n e m p l o y m e n t a m o n g s t w o m e n , 
a n d o f c o u r s e , o v e r t h e g r e a t e s t 
r e p r o d u c t i v e h a z a r d y e t f a c e d , 
t h e e s c a l a t i o n o f n u c l e a r a r m s . 

C a p i t a l i s m p r o d u c e s n o s o l u 
t i o n s t o t h e s e c r i s e s . W o r k i n g 
c l a s s e s a r e g u i d e d b y t h e g a i n s 
m a d e i n s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s s u c h 
a s C u b a , G D R , B u l g a r i a a n d 
U S S R . T h e s e i n c l u d e s o c i a l i s i n g 
d o m e s t i c w o r k t o f r e e w o m e n f o r 



14 Vol.13 No. 2 February 1987 Zimbabwe News 

t h e i r f u l l r o l e a s w o r k e r s , 
e l i m i n a t i n g t h e u n e p l o y m e n t 
w h i c h k e e p s w o m e n o u t o f t h e 
w o r k p l a c e , p r o v i d i n g m a t e r n i t y 
b e n e f i t s , s p e c i a l j o b a l l o c a t i o n s 
a n d c o n t r o l o f h a z a r d s i n 
p r e g n a n c y . T h e y a l s o c o v e r t h e 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f s t r i c t c o n t r o l s 

o v e r g e n e r a l w o r k p l a c e h a z a r d s . 
I n t h e s e c o u n t r i e s , t h e w e a l t h 
c r e a t e d i n p r o d u c t i o n i s u s e d i n 
t h e i n t e r e s t s o f t h e s o c i e t y a s a 

• w h o l e . W o r k i n g c l a s s w o m e n 
c o n f i r m L e n i n ' s w o r d s t h a t t h e 
s u c c e s s o f t h e s o c i a l i s t r e v o l u -

. t i o n ^ d e p e n d s o n h o w m u c h 

w o m e n t a k e p a r t i n i t . . . t h e y a l s o 
c o n f i r m t h a t t h e i r s t r u g g l e f o r 
h e a l t h i s i n e x t r i c a b l y l i n k e d w i t h 
t h e s u c c e s s o f t h e s o c i a l i s t 
r e v o l u t i o n . 

A l u t a c o n t i n u a l 

Land Allocation In 
Communal Areas 
G.M. Chinengundu Deputy Minister of 
Local Government, Rural and Urban 
Development. 

B e f o r e I n d e p e n d e n c e t h e L a n d 
A l l o c a t i n g A u t h o r i t y i n t h e C o m 
m u n a l A r e a s w a s t h e C h i e f w h o 
w o r k e d t h r o u g h t h e H e a d m a n 
a n d t h e K r a a l h e a d s ( M a s a b h u k u ) 
i n t e r m s o f t h e T r i b a l T r u s t L a n d 
A c t N o . 6 o f 1 9 7 9 , s e c t i o n s 1 7 a n d 
1 8 . N o - o n e e l s e h a d t h e a u t h o r i 
t y t o a l l o c a t e l a n d i n C o m m u n a l 
A r e a s ( r e f e r r e d t o a s T r i b a l T r u s t 
L a n d s ) . T h i s s t a t e o f a f f a i r s c o n 
t i n u e d u n t i l t h e T r i b a l T r u s t L a n d 
A c t w a s r e p e a l e d a n d r e p l a c e d b y 
t h e C o m m u n a l L a n d . A c t N o . 2 0 o f 
1 9 8 2 . F r o m t h e t i m e o f t h e e n a c t 
m e n t o f t h e C o m m u n a l L a n d A c t 
i n 1 9 8 2 , C h i e f s a n d H e a d m e n n o 
l o n g e r h a v e a n y p o w e r s t o a l l o c -
c a t e l a n d i n C o m m u n a l A i ' e a s . 
T h e C h i e f s a n d H e a d m e n A c t N o . 
2 9 o f 1 9 8 2 a n d t h e C o m m u n a l 
L a n d A c t r e f e r r e d t o a b o v e d o n o t 
r e c o g n i z e t h e e x i s t e n c e o f a 
K r a a l h e a d — a S a b h u k u — h e n c e 
t h e r e i s n o s u c h l e g a l a n i m a l a s 
a S a b h u k u . 

I n t e r m s o f S e c t i o n 4 o f t h e 
C o m m u n a l L a n d A c t N o . 2 0 o f 
1 9 8 2 , C o m m u n a l L a n d v e s t s i n 
t h e P r e s i d e n t w h o s h a l l d e c i d e 
h o w i t i s t o b e u t i l i z e d a n d b y 
w h i c h p e o p l e . I n t e r m s o f s e c t i o n 
8 o f t h e s a i d A c t , o n l y d i s t r i c t 
C o u n c i l s a r e t h e l e g a l l a n d 
A l l o c a t i n g A u t h o r i t y i n t h e c o u n 
t r y . T h e s e C o u n c i l s a r e 
a n s w e r a b l e f i r s t l y t o t h e M i n i s t e r 
o f L o c a l G o v e r n m e n t , R u r a l a n d 
U r b a n D e v e l o p m e n t a n d e v e n t u a l 
l y t o t h e S t a t e P r e s i d e n t . 

F o r t u n a t e l y e v e r s i n c e t h e 
e n a c t m e n t o f t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n t h e 
M i n i s t r y h a s r e c e i v e d n o c o m 
p l a i n s t h a t C h i e f s w e r e s t i l l 
a l l o c a t i n g l a n d , a n d h a s r e c e i v e d 
v e r y f e w c o m p l a i n t s a b o u t H e a d 
m e n f l o u t i n g t h e l a w . U n h a p p i l y 
n u m e r o u s c o m p l a i n t s h a v e b e e n 
r e c e i v e d f r o m p e o p l e e s p e c i a l l y 
Z A N U ( P F ) m e m b e r s , c o n c e r n i n g 
" K r a a l h e a d s — M a s a b h u k u " ^ s t i l l 
a s s u m i n g l a n d a l l o c a t i n g f u n c 
t i o n s d e s p i t e t h e e x i s t e n c e o f 
D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l s i n t h e i r a r e a s . 

I n s o m e c a s e s D i s t r i c t C o u n 
c i l s a r e c o m p l e t e l y i g n o r e d a n d 
o n t h e i r p a r t t a k e n o a c t i o n a t a l l 
w h e n t h e l a w i s f l o u t e d b y t h e s e 
u n r e c o g n i z e d ' k r a a l h e a d s " . I t c a n 
b e a r g u e d t h a t t h e s o c a l l e d 
k r a a l h e a d s a r e i g n o r a n t o f t h e l a w 
b u t i n t h e m a j o r i t y o f c a s e s t h e y 
k n o w t h e l a w b u t d e c i d e t o t a k e 
t h e r i s k b e c a u s e t h e r e i s m o n e y 
i n v o l v e d i n t h e g a m e a n d u n h a p 
p i l y t h e y a r e s u p p o r t e d b y s o m e 
p o l i t i c i a n s — e s p e c i a l l y t h o ' s e 
t h a t d o n o t b e l o n g t o t h e R u l i n g 
P a r t y . T h e c o r r e c t p r o c e d u r e i n 
t h e a l l o c a t i o n o f l a n d i n t h e C o m 
m u n a l A r e a s i s d e t a i l e d 
h e r e u n d e r f o r t h e i n f o r m a t i o n o f 
a l l c o n c e r n e d : -

O n e w h o w a n t s t o b e a l l o c a t e d 
l a n d f o r a g r i c u l t u r a l a n d r e s i d e n -
t a l p u r p o s e s m u s t a p p r o a c h t h e 
l a n d a l l o c a t i n g a u t h o r i t y — w h i c h 
i s t h e D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l i n t h e a r e a . 
N o r m a l l y p e o p l e g o e i t h e r . t o a 

p e r s o n k n o w n t o h a v e b e e n 
" k r a a l h e a d " . I f t h i s h a p p e n s t h e 
s o - c a l l e d ' k r a a l h e a d " m u s t d i r e c t 
t h i s i n d i v i d u a l t o t h e C h a i r m a n o f 
t h e V i l l a g e D e v e l o p m e n t C o m m i t 
t e e w h o i n t u r n m u s t r e f e r t h e 
p e r s o n t o t h e W a r d C o u n c i l l o r . 
T h e c o u n c i l l o r w i l l t h e n k n o w 
w h a t t o d o f r o m t h e r e . I t m u s t b e 
e m p h a s i z e d t h a t i t i s t h e C o u n c i l , 
a n d n o t t h e C o u n c i l l o r w h o i s t h e 
f i n a l a u t h o r i t y . T h i s p r o c e d u r e 
m u s t b e s t r i c t l y a d h e r e d t o i f w e 
a r e t o a v o i d h a p h a z a r d s e t 
t l e m e n t s i n o u r c o m m u n a l a r e a s 
a n d i f w e a r e t o i m p l e m e n t c o r 
r e c t l y o u r p b l i c y o f v i l l a g i s a t i o n i n 
w h i c h l a n d i n t h e c o m m u n a l 
a r e a s m u s t b e c l e a r l y d i v i d e d i n 
t o R e s i d e n t i a l , A g r i c u l t u r a l a n d 
G r a z i n g P u r p o s e s . 

I n t h e i r f u n c t i o n o f a l l o c a t i n g 
l a n d , h o w e v e r D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l s 
w i l l a l w a y s b e e n c o u r a g e d t o c o n 
s u l t w i t h V i l l a g e W a r d D e v e l o p 
m e n t C o m m i t t e e s . T h e P a r t y 
s h o u l d a l s o a s s i s t i f c a l l e d u p o n 
t o d o s o . T h i s w o u l d b e d e s i r a b l e 
f r o m a s e c u r i t y p o i n t o f v i e w . 
C o u n c i l s a r e b e t t e r p l a c e d t o 
k n o w w h e r e p e o p l e c a n b e 
s u i t a b l y s e t t l e d b e c a u s e t h e y 
h a v e t h e i r N a t u r a l R e s o u r c e s a n d 
H e a l t h C o m m i t t e e s a n d a l s o g e t 
t h e a s s i s t a n c e o f A g r i t e x a n d 
o t h e r l a n d e x p e r t s . T h e l a w m u s t 
b e s t r i c t l y f o l l o w e d i f w e a r e t o 
a v o i d u n n e c e s s a r y d e s t r u c t i o n o f 
o u r n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s . 

H a v i n g s t a t e d t h i s , i t m u s t b e 
b o r n e i n m i n d t h a t t h e M i n i s t r y i n 
t e n d s t o e n f o r c e a l l t h e r e l e v a n t 
p r o v i s i o n s o f t h e C o m m u n a l 
L a n d A c t a n d w i l l m a k e s u r e t h a t 
a l l D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l s s t r i c t l y e n 
f o r c e t h e l a w o r f a c e t h e c o n s e 
q u e n c e s . I n t h i s r e g a r d , s e c t i o n 
1 6 o f t h e s a i d A c t w i l l b e i n v o k e d 
t o d e a l w i t h t h o s e w h o f l o u t t h e 
l a w . P o l i c e w i l l b e c a l l e d u p o n t o 
a r r e s t a n d h a v e t h e o f f e n d e r s p r o 
s e c u t e d i r r e s p e c t i v e o f w h e t h e r 
o r n o t o n e i s a m e m b e r o f t h e R u l 
i n g P a r t y . T h i s i s a t i m e l y w a r n 
i n g t o w o u l d b e o f f e n d e r s . 
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COOPERATIVES: A LOOK AT THE INSIDE SET-UP 
How Resetllemmt Schemes are Qassified 
All resettlement schemes are classified according to the mode of organisation. Model A schemes are subdivided into small holdings. There is very little capital inputs by the government and most of the settlers are former communal farmers. More land should be put under cultivation so as to increase grain production 

The models range from A to F. 
Model B is where government ac
quired land is farmed collectively. 
These are collectives and no in
dividual owns a small piece of laiid 
for their use. Here government has a 
lot of capital inputs. 

The C Model of which there are 
still very few of these under the reset
tlement scheme, is when government 
acquired land is subdivided into a 
number of small individual holdings 
but with one or two fields farmed 
collectively. 

The next model, and it is only 
found in Matabeleland, is where the 
government purchases land for ran
ching purposes. Here farmers may 
then move their land into the farm 
and graze individually or they may 
also form a cooperative. The rest of 
the models, JE a n d F are settled by 
master farmers and there is nothing 
to stop them from forming 
cooperatives though in each they also 
work according to the Group A 
scheme. No other farmer except a 
master farmer may settle on these 
models. 

Following is a story by Zimbabwe 
News Staff on cooperatives in 
Mashonaland Central, their problems 
and successes, based on the type of 
resettlement scheme that it is. 

Focus Mashonaland Central 
It is a very simple way of life. But full, 
of hard work. In his overalls Com
rade Maxwell Dema starts the day 
with porridge and tea. Then calls the 
rest of the cooperators with a gong. 
The people assemble at a central 
point, each rea;dy for their duties. 
"Most of us have no training or any 
skills to talk about,"' said the 
Secretary of Kushingirira 
Cooperative, Mt. Darwin, Comrade 
Maxwell Dema. "We started the 
cooperative in 1983, and then it was 
all trained people." 

"Most of these people were train
ed at Ponesai Vanhu Technical 
Training Centre, about 40 kilometres 
due East, but they were not greatly 
keen to ^tay and. do cooperative 
work. They expected an easy life. 
Some of us were trained in 
agriculture, some in building and 
some in metal work. There were 
twenty of us with such skills original
ly who organised themselves after our 
training at the Centre and opted for 
agriculture through cooperatives." 

All have now left short of four. 
Some found jobs in nearby Shamva 
Bindura and Mt. Darwin. 
Kushingirira Cooperative is a group 
B scheme. 

This means that the people have 
common fields, live in a village, 
market the collective produce and 
share the profit according to the" 
hours spent by each worker in the 
fields throughout the period of pro
duction. But at the same time they 
must remember that in order for pro
duction to continue they must plough 
some of their profits back into the 
fields. 

With thirty members, twenty six of 
whom have no skills, Kushingirira 
Cooperative is undergoing numerous 
problems. 

Need for Skills 
Apart from organisational problems 
where the sharing of work is not ac
cording to ability, where there are a 
nuniber of jobs that need skills, like 
renovating the buildings for storage 
of seed potato, there is no one to 
maintain their tractors. They" have 
three and only one is functioning. 

"We have no proper storage 
facilities, no qualified mechanics to 
take care of our workshops of which 
We have none, because we have no 
tools." ' 

Comrade Dema said that the 
Government had promised them a 
big tractor since the land which they 
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with farming inputs in such set-ups. 
Comrade Makana was convinced 

that since the resettlement was started 
in 1982, the yields per individual set
tler have gone higher and higher. 
"This season we have not had much 
rain and it is going to affect our yields 
in maize but not a great deal. As for 
our cotton crop we hope to do better 
than previous years ." The rosy pic
ture he paints is not only for his fields 
but for a number of fields that can 
be seen from the road. 

According to what state of affairs 
in existance in the Group B schemes 
there is waning morale as a result of 
lack or organisational skills mainly 
and lack of proper and adequate 
p lann ing in order to identify 
priorities. 

Communal Farmers 
COMMUNAL farmers in' the area 

, have been seriously hit, by drought 
this year. The situation is similar as 

Cooperative garden-self-help schemes have become the order of the day-ln the 
realisation of socialism 

farm is too hard for the small trac
tors they have. 

" W e have not yet heard from the 
Ministry of Cooperatives since it was 
recently formed and previously it us
ed to be a department so we think 
that because our problems are now 
dealt with at ministerial level, we will 
have therii solved soon, but most of 
our members are threatening to pull 
out as a result of the difficulties 
which we are facing." 

This is a problem which most 
cooperatives are facing. However 
some members blamed the Ministry 
of Cooperatives officials who visit 
cooperatives charged with the func
tion of advising cooperatives on how 
to maintain good books as well as 
teach . them bookkeeping. "They 
come with the attitude of inspectors, 
and do not want to listen to our pro
blems because they say they have only 
come to inspect the-books. They are 
the only people from the ministry we 
see occassionally, so we hope that 
they can take our problems up . 
However there is a great difference 
between this Group B scheme and 
other schemes. The other existing 
scheme is the resettlement scheme 
where the settlers have no activity in 
common but farm individually in 
their own plots. Such a scheme was 
visited by the Zimbabwe News team 
at Umfurudzi west of Madziva Mine 
in the Shamva area. 

A great difference could be discen-
ed as, one drives through the resettle
ment scheme. 

Comrade Peter Makana who is 
also the ZANU (PF) Branch Youth 
Chairman was tending his chickeps. 
"There is great competition here and 
very few lazy people. In fact in each 
village you will not find two lazy 
farmers. Most have prospered and 
bought their own machinery." Bear
ing testimony to this fact was the 
nearby home of a fellow farmer. He 
owns three trucks and two tractors. 
Some own a tractor each but those 
without are helped in ploughing by 
those with, for a fee per hectare. The 
resettlement scheme is surrounded by 
communal lands. The settlers also 
help these farmers with ploughing. 
This has managed to create a good 
relationship of cooperation, which 
has resulted in some commimal 
farmers opting for resettlement, since 
the Government can provide them 

A new scheme has come into ex
istance however and the first of its 
kind, that promises to mushroom is 
the Kufunga Zunde in the Mt. Dar
win a rea . Corn rade P h i l i m o n 
Mukwanya, one of the farmers, 
described how it was organised, " W e 
have two common fields, a maize 
field with forty-five hectares and a 
cotton.field with thirty hectares. Over 
and above this we have our own in
dividual holdings, where individuals 
have varying acreages depending on 
the size of their families, or their 
ability to work. In a five day week we 
spend two days in the communal 
fields and the rest we spend in our 
own fields." There are forty-five 
members in this cooperative. The 
cooperative was started at the begin
ning of the previous year but they 
have become so established that it is 
now so advanced, it seeins the group 
B schemes in the area are in desperate 
need for revamping in order to boost 
the morale of cooperators for better 
levels of production. 

you go from Shamva, Mt. Da:rwin, 
Centenary, Chiweshe and Guruve. 
For many of the yields that have the 
maize crop tussling at fifty centimetre 
level, its a question of late planting. 
"Most communal farmers wait for 
the rains to start then they plough, 
which is a wrong approach," remark
ed one youth cooperative member at 
Nzvimbo in the Chiweshe area. 

However not all of them are late 
ploughers and late planters. For 
many other farmers who probably 
planted early the question is that of 
inputs. While the organised farmers 
can get their fertilisers and chemicals 
in time, communal farmers have to 
compete with organised effort to be 
served too. The Bindura-Mt Darwin 
Cooperative Union based in Bindura 
said that their work was to distribute 
chemicals for cooperative farmers 
and not for communal farmers. 
"Even with this arrangement our 
farmers are talked into ordering iheir 
chemicals th rougi these companies 
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b u t p r i v a t e l y , b u t s o m e h a v e t o 
o r g a n i s e t h e i r o w n t r a n s p o r t , w h i c h 
i s m o r e e x p e n s i v e , b u t s t i l l s o m e 
f a r m e r s o r g a n i s e t h e m s e l v e s i n t o a 
g r o u p a n d o r g a n i s e t h e i r o w n 
t r a n s p o r t f o r t h e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n o f 
c h e m i c a l s . T h i s t e n d s t o d i s r u p t o u r 
s y s t e m , " s a i d o n e o f f i c i a l o f t h e 
C o o p e r a t i v e U n i o n . 

H o w e v e r t h i s d i s r u p t i o n o f t h e 
U n i o n d i s t r i b u t i o n s y s t e m h e l p s t h e 
c o m m u n a l f a r m e r t o o r g a n i s e h i m s e l f 
w i t h o t h e r s a n d p l a c e b u l k o r d e r s 
w i t h 4 h e s a m e p r i v a t e c o m p a n i e s a n d , 
i f h e c a n a f f o r d i t g e t h i s c h e m i c a l s 
i n t i m e . " M o s t c o m m u n a l f a r m e r s 

h e r e w a n t t o b e r e s e t t l e d " s a i d o n e 
o f t h e C h i w e s h s ; D i s t r i c t P a r t y C h a i r 
m a n , w h o h a s o r g a n i s e d a 
c o o p e r a t i v e o n c o m m u n a l l a n d < 
" t h e y d o n o t w a n t t o l e a v e t h e i r 
o r i g i n a l h o m e s f o r t h e y d o n o t w a n t 
t o l e a v e t h e s o c i a l n e t w o r k w h i c h t h e y 
h a v e e s t a b l i s h e d o v e r t h e y e a r s . 
P e r h a p s i t i s b e c a u s e o f t h e R h o d e -
s i a n f o r c e s ' k e e p s o r p r o t e c t e d 
v i l l a g e s w h i c h w e r e e s t a b l i s h e d h e r e " . 

E v e n t h o u g h t h e r e i s l a n d l y i n g i d l e 
i n t h e a r e a , t h e p e o p l e s h u n 
c o o p e r a t i v e s , o r t o b e r e s e t t l e d , w h i c h 
i s l e a v i n g m a n y o f t h e p r e v i o u s l y 

w h i t e o w n e d f a r m s l y i n g f a l l o w 
u n n e c e s s a r i l y . 

F o r m a n y p e o p l e r e s i s t i n g r e s e t t l e 
m e n t o r l i f e i n c o o p e r a t i v e s , t h e m a 
j o r a t t r a c t i o n i s t h e " t o w n s h i p l i f e " 

' e s t a b l i s h i n g i t s e l f a r o u n d t h e p r e v i o u s 
" k e e p " a r e a s b e c a u s e o f t h e e l e c t r i c i 
t y s u p p l y . 

H o w e v e r t h e s e i a r e n o t g r o w t h 
p o i n t s , t h e r e f o r e t h e r e i s n o t a s t r u c 
t u r e d s y s t e m d e v e l o p m e n t , w h i c h 
m a y c r e a t e p r o b l e m s f o r s u c h s t r u c 
t u r i n g i n f u t u r e . M u c h a s t h i s i s s o , 
t h e l i f e o f t h e p e o p l e i n t h e 
M a s h o n a l a n d C e n t r a l h a s g r e a t l y i m 
p r o v e d , a n d h a s a n u p w a r d m o b i l i t y . 

A Revolutionised and Technicai cadre is what is needed for the building of strong Agro-Industrial base 

M M 9 ^ M M 9 ^ M M ^ M ^ ^ 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Sf5 3f5 S9i Sf5 Jf5 Jf^ 3f5 3f» 



18^ Vol.18 No. 2 February 1987 Zimbabwe News 

Youth at the Forefront of the 
Socialist Struggle Focus — Mashonaland 

Central — Youth 

Members of the Youth Brigade learn skills in order for them to contribute to the 
development of their local area 

One of the most striking 
features of youtti activity in 
ttie Mastionaland Centra! Pro
vince 16 the zeal with which 
they are tacl<ling deveiopmen-
tal projects, and their convic
tion that the socialist road is 
the only way towards national 
reconstruction, where all the 
people share the national 
cake. 
T h i s i s i n s p i t e o f t h e t e e t h i n g 
p r o b l e m s w h i c h t h e p e o p l e h a v e 
h a d i n t h e p r o c e s s o f e s t a b l i 
s h i n g c o o p e r a t i v e s , a s m a n y p e o 
p l e , h a v i n g i n t h e b e g i n n i n g 
m i s t r u s t e d t h e s e s o c i a l i s t s t r u c 
t u r e s b e c a u s e o f t h e w r o n g v i e w 
f e d t o ' t h e m b y p u p p e t a n d r a c i s t 
r e g i m e s , t h a t s o c i a l i s m w a s b a d 
a n d a d d e d t o t h a t , t h e a d v a n t a g e 
t a k e n b y s o m e c o o p e r a t o r s w h o 
w e n t i n t o t h e v e n t u r e s w i t h a 
s p i r i t o f s e l f - a g g r a n d i s e m e n t . 
H o w e v e r o t h e r p r o b l e m s f a c e d b y 
t h e y o u t h , l i k e l a c k o f p r a c t i c a l 
a n d m a n a g e r i a l s k i l l s a r e n o w b e 
i n g t a c k l e d , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e 
c o m m u n i t i e s i n o r d e r t o c r e a t e 
e q u a l d e v e l o p m e n t , w i t h o u t l e a v 
i n g s o m e o f t h e s t r u c t u r e s 

i d e o l o g i c a l l y a n d d e v e l o p m e n t a l -
l y b e h i n d . 

W h e n a Z i m b a b w e N e w s t e a m 
t o u r e d t h e p r o j e c t s i t l e f t w i t h t h e 
i m p r e s s i o n t h a t , s t i l l , t h i s i s n o t , 
y e t t h e t i m e t o p a t o u r s e l v e s o n 
t h e b a c k , a s t h e g e n e r a l s t a t e o f 
c o o p e r a t i v e s c a n o n l y b e d e s c r i b 
e d a s b e i n g e n c o u r a g i n g . " 

T h e S i m b a C o o p e r a t i v e , i n 
M a d z i v a , w h i c h w a s s t a r t e d i n 
1 9 8 0 , t o d a y h a s a c o m p l e t e l y n e w 
m e m b e r s h i p . T h e o r i g i n a l 
m e m b e r s h i p a n d l e a d e r s h i p 
s w i n d l e d c o o p e r a t i v e f u n d s a n d 
l e f t t h e p r o j e c t w i t h a d e f i c i t o f 
$ 5 8 0 0 0 . T h r o u g h d i s c u s s i o n s 
w i t h t h e n e w t w e l v e c o o p e r a t i v e 
m e m b e r s t h r e e o f w h i c h a r e 
g r a d u a t e s o f M i e z u A g r i c u l t u r a l 
I n s t i t u t e , t h e M i n i s t r y o f C o o p e 
r a t i v e s c a n c e l l e d t h e d e b t , t o g i v e 
t h e n e w m e m b e r s a n e w s t a r t . 
T h o u g h t h e c o o p e r a t i v e i s 
w i t h o u t a n i r r i g a t i o n s y s t e m , t h e 
c o o p e r a t i v e h a s t w e n t y - t w o h e c 
t a r e s u n d e r c o t t o n a n d t w e l v e 
a n d h a l f u n d e r m a i z e . 

T h e y p u t c o t t o n u n d e r a h i g h e r 
a c r e a g e i n c o m p l i a n c e w i t h t h e 

g o v e r n m e n t d i r e c t i v e f o r m o r e 
c a s h c r o p s . 

I t i s n o t o n l y c r o p s t h a t t h e s e 
y o u t h s h a v e u n d e r p r o d u c t i o n . 
P i g g e r y , e g g a n d c h i c k e n p r o d u o -
t i o n , a r e a l s o s o m e o f t h e a c 
t i v i t i e s t h e y a r e i n v o l v e d i n . T h e 
l o c a l c o m m u n i t y r e l i e s o n t h e 
C o o p e r a t i v e f o r e g g s a n d 
c h i c k e n . 

M e m b e r s o f t h e Y o u t h 
c o o p e r a t i v e , a s k e d a b o u t t h e i r e x 
p e r i e n c e s o f c o o p e r a t i v e w o r k e x 
p r e s s e d t h e i r c o m m i t m e n t t o t h e 
c o o p e r a t i v e m o v e m e n t . " F o r u s 
t o b e s u c c e s s f u l , f o r u s t o b e a b l e 
t o f e e d o u r s e l v e s , h a r d w o r k i s 
n e c e s s a r y . W e a l l g a i n f r o m 
c o o p e r a t i v e w o r k a n d w e c r e a t e 
o u r o w n c o m m u n i t y c l o s e l y l i n k 
e d b y o u r e f f o r t s o f w o r k i n g 
t o g e t h e r " . 

T h e w h o l e p r o v i n c e i s c h a r a c 
t e r i s e d b y a c o m m u n a l a p p r o a c h 
t o c o m m u n i t y d e v e l o p m e n t a l 
i s s u e s . 

A s t h e c o m r a d e f r o m t h e S i m 
b a Y o u t h s a i d , e a c h c o m m u n i t y i s 
b e c o m i n g a f r a c t i o n o f t h e w h o l e . 

B u i l d i n g , A g r i c u l t u r e a n d M e t a l 
w o r k f o r m t h e b a s i c s k i l l s i n t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t a l t h r u s t o f t h e a r e a 
w h e r e s u c h t r a i n i n g i n s t i t u t i o n s 
a s t h e P o n e s a i V a n h u T e c h n i c a l 
C e n t r e a n d C h a m i n u k a Y o u t h 
C e n t r e h a v e p e n e t r a t e d t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t p r o j e c t s , i m p a r t i n g 
s k i l l s a n d s h a r i n g e x p e r i e n c e s . 
R e s u l t a n c y , h a v i n g s t u d i e d t h e 
p r o b l e m s e n c o u n t e r e d b y t h e 
c o o p e r a t i v e s a n d h e l p e d t o f i n d 
s o l u t i o n s t & t h e m , m a n y o f t h e 
y o u t h h a v e a f t e r c o m p l e t i n g t h e i r 
t r a i n i n g g o n e t o f o r m 
c o o p e r a t i v e s . 

H o w e v e r , t h e y b e c o m e d i s c r i 
m i n a t i v e a g a i n s t p r o s p e c t i v e \ 
m e m b e r s w i t h o u t s k i l l s . T h e 
C h a i r m a a o f t h e S i m b a Y o u t h 
C o o p e r a t i v e , C o m r a d e J a m e s 
D e n h a , s a i d , " M e m b e r s o f t h e 
l a s t c o o p e r a t i v e h e r e l a c k e d 
s k i l l s , a n d w e r e u s e d t o d o i n g 
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The Youth and the Community are helping to build schools, hospitals, and other buildings in the urge to develop their area 

things the wrong way, and from 
experience we l<now that working 
with these members creates an 
unhealthy air, where arguments 
on how to go about doing things 
are a normal way of life. This 
retards progress". However the 
ideological correctness of such a 
view is open to interpretation. 

Both the P o n e s a i Vanhu 
T e c h n i c a l centre and the 
Chaminuka Youth Centre run 
ideological orientation lessons 
as compulsory units of the 
educational programme. Accor
ding to Comrade Don Chipango 
the Principal of the Chaminuka 
Training Centre, "Ttiis is to equip 
the students with both the skills 
and political consciousness for 
the students to organise their 
lives correctly, but at the same 
time you cannot conquer two pro
blems at the same time, that of 
training the people who produce 
and that of increasing produc
tion. This is where the ideological 
training comes in to play a signifi
cant role." 

When the Prime Minister, Com

rade Robert Mugabe opened the 
Centre he told the students, "It is 
recognised that for the people to 
achieve their provincial develo
pmental plan trained, they have 
to be fully involved in the projects 
to fullfil the goals of the plan. 
Gone are the days when con
structors have to come from far 

away to const ruct s c h o o l s , 
hospitals, clinics, shops and cen
tres of recreation. Self-reliance is 
now the order of the day. There
fore the need for training. 
Students from youth training 
centres are now involved in the 
building of these structures in 
the area. They are also construc-

Flelds belonging to the Chaminuka Youth Centre — Mt Darwin 
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ting teachers' houses in the 
various s c h o o l s , something 
which they do for no cost at all, 
as they regard it as the practicals 
in their training programme. 

This has helped cement ties in 
the community. Building projects 

have been undertal<en to as far as 
Chiweshe and Centenary. All 
these are coordinated effort? 
towards the achievement of 
socialist goals. Zimbabwe News 
also visited youth projects whose 
members are graduates of these 

r and Chlckeii production is one of the many self-reliance projects in Cooperatives 
Youth projects 

centres, t h e Dzimwe Youth pro
ject in Chiweshe is one centre 
which has managed to conquer 
the problems of lack of technical 
and managerial skills and are in 
fact on top of the situation. 

"Our only problem is that of 
space at the moment as we need 
to expand our fields and we are 
surrounded by rock, and moan-
tains." The most important fact 
however is that all these youth 
fully subscribe to the ideals of 
the Party, ZANU (PF). 

Their revolutionary spirit can 
be s u m m a r i s e d by B e s s i e 
E s s a u ' s words "We are the youth 
and we are engaged in our strug
gle for self-reliance knowing ful
ly well that if we have to fight 
again for our motherland, we wilt 
be ready at any time". Comrade 
Bess ie belongs to a sewing 
cooperative. Alt the youth are 
now prepar ing for the in
dependence celebrations soon in 
Aprit. 

Book Review 
Cooperatives, What About Them? 
By Cain Mathema and 
This is a very simple book on 
cooperatives which gives a 
guideline about what cooperatives 
are all about. Their organisation 
and their function. It has been ap
proved by the ministry of educa
tion as a text book for schools 
where students may learn about 
cooperatives in terms of the 
socialist transformation which is 
Zimbabwe's path. It is not only 
for students however but also for 
groups of cooperatives where they 
can study their strength and 
weaknesses and understand how 
to improve on them. 
Many young people shun cooperative 
worlc because they think it is 
unrewarding and not respectable. 
They see cooperatives only as the 
agricultural cooperative collectives as 
he only form of the cooperatives. 

Irene Straunton 
Mathema and Straunton enlighten 
the reader about what cooperatives 
are all about. They take the reader 
through all aspects of cooperation 
such that the reader is not left behind 
and is aware all the time of what the 
subject is according to his interest. 
The cooperator is a comrade in the 
struggle for the building of socialism 
and self-reliance in our country and 
therefore he is today at the foremost 
of the s truggle to defeat the 
capitalists, imperialists and stop them 
from controlling our economy. 

However any structure should have 
a system in order for it to function 
properly and needless to say for the 
cooperative movement to be suc
cessful and play a revolutionary role 

i it must have definite roles for each 
and every member to play so that the 
team spirit is what creates that suc
cess. One of the most important 
aspects of Zimbabwe's cooperative 

movement that can make or break it 
is the need for skills. Without skills 
it is difficult to see where the success 
of a cooperative can come from. 

Managerial skills, bookkeeping 
skills and practical skills. Some may 
not have trained in the skills but have 
experience, all this need to be noted 
down before a group starts up as a 
cooperative, or joins the cooperative 
movement. 

Mathema and Straunton correctly 
point out that the aim is to eventual
ly control the means of production 
through the building of socialism, 
and create a more fair and equal 
society. 

Cooperatives are an alternative to 
conditions created by capitalism 
which inc lude u n e m p l o y m e n t , 
malnutrition, lack of housing, scar
city of commodities and services. 
They are a socialist reality where the 



being of things is orderly and not 
chaotic as typifies an economy left to 
the mercy of market forces. 

The booklet 'Cooperatives, What 
about them' is therefore calUng upon 
all interested in building socialism 
successfully through membership of 
the cooperative movement to first 
study the structures of what they in
tend to build, to see what skills the 
members have, to identify how they 

can educate each other and pass on 
essential skills like bookkeeping to all 
members of the cooperative so that 
they are able to read and understand 
the accounts of their cooperative. 

It is a booklet which exhausts all 
aspects on cooperatives. Principles, 
interpersonal relations, financial 
management, administration, the 
need for skiUs and skill development, 
in the context of the meaning of 

socialism and Zimbabwe's struggle to 
achieve a more egalitarian, a more 
equal society. 

As such it is therefore recommend
ed reading for students and those 
already involved in cooperative work. 
A Luta Cohtinua — The Struggle 
Continues. 

WORKERS LEARN THEIR 
RIGHTS 

The Mashonaland Central Pro
vince recently organised a one 
week seminar at Mazoe Mine 
to educate mine and farm 
workers on their rights. 
T h e s e m i n a r w a s a t t e n d e d b y 
f o u r t y - t w o m e m b e r s o f w o r k e r s ' 
c o m m i t t e e s f r o m t h r e e m i n e s 
a n d s i x f a r m s w i t h i n t h e M a z o e 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d i s t r i c t . T h e r e a r e 
t w o h u n d r e d l a r g e s c a l e c o m m e r 
c i a l f a r m s a n d m o r e t h a n s i x 
m i n e s i n t h e a r e a . 

T h e m e m b e r o f P a r l i a m e n t f o r 
t h e c o n s t i t u e n c y , C o m r a d e C h e n 
C h i m u t e n g w e n d e i n l i a i s o n w i t h 
t h e M i n i s t r y o f L a b o u r , M a n p o w e r 
P l a n n i n g a n d S o c i a l W e l f a r e 
o r g a n i s e d a n d d e s i g n e d t h e p r o 
g r a m m e f o r t h e s e m i n a r . 

T h e p r o g r a m m e c o n s t i t u t e d 
t h e t e a c h i n g o f m e m b e r s o n t h e 
r o l e o f w o r k e r s a n d e m p l o y e r s ' 
o r g a n i s a t i o n i n l a b o u r r e l a t i o n s , 
g r i e v a n c e h a n d l i n g p r o c e d u r e , 
d i s c i p l i n a r y c o d e s a n d p r o 
c e d u r e , r e a s o n s f o r i m p r o v i n g 
p r o d u c t i v i t y , m e e t i n g p r o c e d u r e 
a n d p r e p a r a t i o n s , i m p o r t a n c e o f 
w o r k e r s ' p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n d e c i s i o n 
m a k i n g , l a b o u r l a w a n d i t s i m p o r 
t a n c e t o w o r k e r s a n d i n d u s t r y , 
i m p o r t a n c e o f h e a l t h a n d s a f e t y 
a t w o r k , i m p o r t a n c e o f g o o d c o m 
m u n i c a t i o n i n i n d u s t r y , c o r r e c t 
r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t h e P a r t y 
a n d W o r k e r s ' C o m m i t t e e s a n d 
t h e r o l e o f t h e T r a d e U n i o n 
M o v e m e n t . 

C o m r a d e M o r k l a r d o f t h e 
M a z o e C i t r u s W o r k e r s ' C o m m i t 
t e e s a i d t h a t w o r k e r s u s e d t o 
b e l i e v e t h a t s i n c e Z i m b a b w e i s 
n o w i n d e p e n d e n t p e o p l e c a n d o 

a n d s a y w h a t e v e r t h e y w a n t 
b e c a u s e t h e y h a v e g o t p o w e r a n d 
t h e s u p p o r t o f t h e g o v e r n m e n t , 
w h i l s t e m p l o y e r s i n t u r n s a i d t h e 
f a r m b e l o n g e d t o t h e m . N o b o d y 
k n e w w h a t r i g h t s p e o p l e s h o u l d 
h a v e , a s m e m b e r s o f t h e w o r k e r s ' 
c o m m i t t e e s a n d t h e P a r t y . 

" A f t e r t h i s s e m i n a r , w e n o w 
k n o w w h a t c h a n n e l s t o f o l l o w i f 
a n y t h i n g h a p p e n s o n a f a r m o r i n 
t h e m i n e s . W e a r e g o i n g t o i m p l e 
m e n t w h a t w e h a v e b e e n t a u g h t 
w h e n w e g o b a c k t o o u r r e s p e c -
t i v e s p l a c e s a n d t h e m a i n t a s k i s 
t o t e a c h o u r m e m b e r s w h o d i d 
n o t a t t e n d , " s a i d C o m r a d e 
M u d i w a . 

T h i s i s o n l y o n e e x a m p l e o f t h e 
m a n y w o r k e r s t h r o u g h o u t Z i m 
b a b w e w h o d o n o t k n o w t h e i r 

r i g h t s a n d i f t h e y d o , a r e i g n o r a n t 
o f w h a t c h a n n e l s t o f o l l o w i n 
s o l v i n g l a b o u r d i s p u t e s . M a n y 
p e o p l e s t i l l b e l i e v e t h a t s o c i a l i s m 
w i l l b e i m p o s e d u p o n t h e m b y t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t a n d t h e P a r t y b u t 
f o r g e t t h a t i t i s t h e p e o p l e w h o 
t r a n s f o r m s o c i e t y . N o c h a n g e 
c a n c o m e o n i t s o w n u n l e s s p e o 
p l e d e v o t e t h e m s e l v e s t o i n 
c r e a s e p r o d u c t i o n l e v e l s i n t h e 
s t r u g g l e t o t r a n s f o r m c a p i t a l i s m 
t o s o c i a l i s m . 

Workers Education 
T h e h o l d i n g o f s u c h s e m i n a r s 
g e a r e d t o e d u c a t e w o r k e r s o n 
t h e i r r i g h t s w i t h i n o u r s o c i e t y 
e n h a n c e s t h e r e v o l u t i o n I n 
Z i m b a b w e . 

S e v e r a l s e m i n a r s h a v e b e e n 
h e l d t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y b u t 
n o n e h a s e v e r b e e n h e l d f o r t h e 
l e s s p r i v i l e g e d . P e o p l e i n m i n e s 
a n d f a r m s a r e t h e b a c k b o n e o f 
o u r e c o n o m y a n d t h e l e a s t p a i d . 

Farm and Mine Workers teach each other their rights 
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T h e n e e d t o e d u c a t e t h e s e 
m e m b e r s o f o u r s o c i e t y w h o a r e 
e x p l o i t e d n e e d n o t b e o v e r e m 
p h a s i z e d . T h e s e p e o p l e a r e w o r k 
i n g f i f t y - s i x h o u r s p e r w e e k . 
S o m e o f t h e m e n d u p c a l l i n g t h e i r 
w i v e s t o c o m e a n d a s s i s t i n e i t h e r 
w e e d i n g o r r e a p i n g . IV Iost i f n o t 
a l l o f t h e m d o n o t h a v e a p e n s i o n 
o r g r a t u i t y w h e n t h e y r e t i r e . T h e y 
a l s o d o n o t h a v e a n y p e r m a n e n t 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n w i t h i n t h e f a r m s 

o r m i n e s b e c a u s e t h e h o u s e s 
b e l o n g t o t h e f a r m e r o r m i n e 
o w n e r . 

" W e u r g e t h e g o v e r n m e n t t o 
b u i l d l o w - c o s t h o u s e s o u t h e r e 
j u s t a s i n t o w n s w h i c h w o r k e r s 
c a n r e n t t o b u y , " s a i d C o m r a d e 
M u d i w a . 

M a n y f a r m e r s i n t h i s c o u n t r y 
r e f u s e t h e i r w o r k e r s t o f o r m 
w o r k e r s ' c o m m i t t e e s o n t h e 

p r e t e x t t h a t t h e y a r e p r o - Z A N U 
( P F ) y e t w h e n p r o b l e m s a r i s e t h e y 
t u r n t o g o v e r n m e n t a n d t h e i r 
l o c a l M e m b e r o f P a r l i a m e n t t o 
c o m e a n d s o l v e t h e i r p r o b l e m s . 
W o r k e r s ' C o m m i t t e e s a r e a m u s t 
i n a l l i n s t i t u t i o n s s i n c e t h e y a r e 
m e a n t t o i m p r o v e e m p l o y e e -
e m p l o y e r r e l a t i o n s . E v e n w h e n 
t h e s e a r e f o r m e d , t h e n e e d t o 
e d u c a t e m e m b e r s o n t h e i r r o l e 
s t i l l r e m a i n s p a r a m o u n t . 

Sanctions — Western Europe Lagging Behind 

The Canadian Premier, IMr. Brian Mulroney with the Prime Minister, Comrade R.Q. Mugabe during the former's visit to Zimbabwe 

Canada's example in understanding the problems of Southern Africa 
caused by apartheid must lead other Western countries to accept and 
act to bring peace and stability in the region. 
One of the major tasks facing the 
African countries particularly 
Frontline States in their campaign to 
mobilise world opinion to recognise 
the evils of the apartheid regime is to 
convince western countries that it is 
in their interest and that of humani
ty to be actively involved in the strug
gle against the racist government of 
Pretoria. 

"The imposition of sanctions 
against the regime by the Frontline 

States need the support of the in
dustrialised world which could pro
vide a greater leadership than the 
Frontline States whose economies are 
fragile", said Mr. B. Mulroney, 
Prime Minister of Canada. 

The stance taken by the govern
ment of Premier Mulroney is a con
crete sign that with the passage of 
time and persistant backing by 
popular action, western governments 
will be obliged to stop collaborating 

with the South African government. 
Trade is one area which SADCC 

member states should reduce their 
dependence on South Africa and in 
1985 Canada imported $110 million 
from the region as compared to only 
$46 million in development projects 
since independence with a further 
$120 million in bilateral projects and 
food aid earmarked for the region 
this year. 

Dependence on South Africa can 
also be reduced by SADCC countries 
by being self sufficient in energy com
munications and transport and to this 
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end, Canada will build a 340 
kilometre power transmission line to 
join the electric grids of Zimbabwe, 
Botswana and Zambia under a $45 
million agreement signed at Victoria 

. Falls by the Prime Minister of Zim
babwe Comrade Robert Gabriel 
Mugabe, President Kenneth Kaunda 
and Dr. Quet Masire with the Cana
dian Premier. 

The new power interconnector will 
enable Botswana to use surplus elec
tricity from Zambia and Zimbabwe. 
These new sources of power will 
reduce Botswana's dependence on 
electricity from South Africa. The 
total cost of the project is estimated 
at $52,6 million with $3.5 million 
coming from Botswana and the rest 
fron) Canada. A Canadian firm will 
be responsible for supervising the 

/, construction of the project expected 
to start this September. This piower 
interconnector is part of Canada's 
assistance to SADCC member States. 

In trying to replace South Africa 
as a major trading partner, there is 
an increase in exports and imports 
between Canada and Zimbabwe. 
Chrome and sugar are Zimbabwe's 
main exports to Canada. 

An exchange programme for pro
fessors was also agreed upon by the 
two leaders during the Canadian 
Premier's visit to Zimbabwe. Under 

the agreement, a faculty of family 
sciences will be established and Cana
dian assistance in business studies of 
$2,1 million was also extended. 

Technological Transfer 
Militarily, Canada has trained 
helicopter pilots for the Air force of 
Zimbabwe. In the development of the 
private sector, Canada allocated $4 
million. She also approved the con
tribution of $3,9 million for the 
establishment of a small milling pro
ject in Zimbabwe. The money would 
help to introduce small electric or 
diesel driven machines to alleviate 
hand pounding of sorghum and 
millet. As a result, Zimbabwean 
farmers would grow more sorghum 
and millet \yhich are drought 
resistant. 

The small-scale milling technology 
was first developed by a National 
Research Council Laboratory in 
Saskatchewan with support from 
Canada's International Development 
Research Centre (IDRC). The Inter
national Development Research Cen
tre extensively tested this technology 
over the past decade in twenty five 
countries in Africa, Asia and Latin 
America. The Canadian Premier 
pledged $1,2 million towards Zim
babwe's immunisation programmes. 
The money will be used to purchase 
mobile immunisation units and 

equipment. Canada has contributed 
$35 million towards immunisation 
programme in developing countries 
of the commonwealth and those of 
the Francophone group. 

Since the London meeting which 
decided the commonwealth package 
of economic sanctions against 
Pretor ia , Canada has banned 
agricultural products, uranium, coal, 
iron and steel from South Africa. 

Canada is also refusing to issue 
visas to those applying to visit 
Canada from South Africa. Canada 
believes the Commonwealth Eminent 
Persons Group still has a role to play 
in bringing a peaceful solution to the 
South African crisis. 

All western countries must learn 
from Mr. Mulroney's statesmanship 
of taking the lead in recognising 
Southern African problems and ac
tively participating in the dismantling 
of apartheid. He is prepared to re
main with this stand when he hosts 
the commonwealth heads of govern
ment to be held in Vancouver in Oc
tober this year. 

We should join hands in thanking 
him for his visit to this part of the 
region for it was an important, 
historic and morale booster to the 
Frontline States, anti-apartheid 
movements and all progressive forces 
the world over. 

TANZANIA'S ARUSH DECLARATION: TWENTY YEAR AND AFTER 
"The Arusha Declaration and Resolution is Tanzania's Socialist Transformation Blue Print, which explains the meaning of Socialism and Self-reliance and its relevance to Tanzania. " It was passed at the TANU Party conference held in Arusha in January, 1967, Comrade Karabani, the Tanzanian Minister Plenipotentiary. 

"As soon as the Declaration was 
published all Government and public 
institutions were instructed to imple
ment policies which would make 
Tanzania a Socialist and Self-Reliant 
nation." On the 6th February, 1967, 
all private Commercial Banks were 
nationalised, on each of the suc- Chama Chamaplnduzl has taken further steps to bring the economy of the country 

under the ownership and control 
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ceeding four days further steps were 
taken to bring the economy of the 
country into the ownership and con
trol of the people," Comrade 
Karabani, the Tanzanian Minister 
Plenipo^tentiary told Zimbabwe 
News. 

Since that exciting week, never a 
month has passed without further 
endeavours by the TANU, Govern
ment, public institutions, or in
dividual groups of the people 
themselves, to translate into reality 
the principles and policies outlined in 
the two Arusha Party documents, the 
Declaration and Resolution. "Once 
the exploitative nature of man had 
been changed, the people of Tanzania 
were given a task to build the coun
try. The government had now own
ed the means of production, the peo
ple were resettled in a more planned 
way in what is called Ujamaa 
Villages. The Party, TANU, the 
government and leadership of Tan
zania were criticised by enemies in 
and outside our borders whose ex-

/ ploitative (Marija) exploiting devices 
were affected by the nationalisation 
process," Comrade Karabani said. 

The Tanzanian Government was 
accused of having forcibly moved 
rural populations into encampments. 
This was not the case, in fact when 
the Declaration was announced, the 
masses marched in support of the 
Party decisions. The masses were 
eager to move even further than what 
the leadership had decided." 

How can a government move more 
than 15 million people forcibly. 
Where on earth would Tanzania get 
policemen and army to move such a 
big number of people at one t ime?" 
Comrade Karabani asked. 

TANU as a Party led the people to 
independence, consolidated that in
dependence and implemented the 
wishes of the people, hence when the 
Central Committee of TANU met, 
the masses had been involved in the 
move of arresting the exploitation of 
Tanzania's resources by multina-
tionar companies as well as local 
capitalists. "The masses demanded 
the destruction of the colonial 
economic structure." "The masses 
expectations were the prime factor 
that demanded the nationalisation of 
industry as well as land." 

Comrade Karabani said "the Par
ty and Government invested a lot of 
resources to resettle the rural popula

tion in these well planned settlements 
called Ujamaa Villages. We had to 
provide the services needed by the 
people, piped water, schools, clinics, 
hospitals, Communication and roads 
constructed." The people themselves 
helped build with assistance from 
Central Government. The masses 
worked together in cooperatives and 
developed the spirit of togetherness," 
Comrade Karabani explained. 

Tanzanians who had become in
dependent only six years earlier had 
not yet tested the practical relation
ship of work as masters of their coun
try. The Arusha Declaration gave 
them the power to run the day to day 
affairs of the state and industry. 
"There now arose the question of 
building a cadreship with the business 
acumen. That does not take a short 
time to achieve," said Comrade 
Karabani. In our rup l areas we ex
perienced the same problems because 
like in any society, the human at
titude of self has to be erased and 
replaced by working together as a 
community." The Party under the 
leadership of Mwalimu Julius 
Nyerere taught the masses to work 
together and develop together. We 
had to make people understand 
equality. This involved the provision 
of every necessity to all the people 
regardless of location, rural or urban. 

"We had to fight against the 
renegade attitude towards work and 
community property," Comrade 
Karabani said. In those days some 
people used to say well this is govern
ment property, so there is no need to 
take care and people did as they 
pleased. But the Arusha Declaration 
has a section that deals with supervi
sion at work places. 

Some misguided workers used the 
clause to serve their own interests by 
saying "Usiwe nyapara" . . . Which 
means that no leader in industry or 
civil service shall use command to his 
or her subordinates. This is wrong in
terpretation because this causes a lot 
of loss in terms of production. "Both 
the value for labour and product is 
lost ," Comrade Karabani said. 
TANU, however took the task to cor
rect negative attitude, and now Tan
zania is a different country. The 
peasants and workers are now living 
decent lives. 

"Although houses can be dif
ferent, at least every Tanzanian has 
a decent house regardless of his or her 
location, urban,or rural", Comrade 

Karabani said. "Programmes to ser
vice the rural areas with electricity 
and piped water are being carried 
out ." 

Resettlements: A New Method 
The other sector of our Community 
based on cooperatives had problems, 
because the masses were not very ( 
clear on the running of cooperatives. 
"We tried yet another method, which 
we call Bega KwaBega." This is a se
cond type of resettlement where peo
ple have a community large scale 
farm but own individual plots. 
FamiHes work in community fields 
for a number of days in a week and 
the remainder is devoted to their 
family plots. "This system has paid 
off because food production has in
creased compared to what was being 
produced in Ujamaa Villages", Com
rade Karabani said. 

The marketing of produce is no 
more a problem because the pepple 
themselves have formed marketing 
cooperatives at central points in the 
settlements. Servicing of farm im
plements is no more a problem 
because they are done at central 
points. The government owned large 
scale farms also play a very big role 
in food production because the 
workers are now conscious of their 
duty to the nation. 

Comrade Karabani explained, 
"Since 1975, more than 800 village 
settlements were registered with the , 
central government for proper plan
ning and expansion of cottage in
dustries in all the provinces of the 
country." This helps us to identify 
areas that need urgent attention in 
terms of services as well as com
munication and developinent. In
dustry has beeri expanded and spread 
across the country in an effort to 
minimise the movement of people 
from rural areas to cities. 

The diversification of our industry 
has reached a stage where we can now 
say the country has been developing. 
We now , manufacture textiles, 
footwear, food processing plants like 
the National Milling Corporation 
have been expanded. The National 
Development Corporation now has 
independent parastatals that are 
viable. "The National Bank of Com
merce last year made a lot of profit 
which means that the country has 
finances to invest in both social ser-
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vices as well as industry. We however 
cannot say we have no problems 
because we are part and parcel of 
wofld economic society, we were also 
affected by an economic crisis during 
the 70s and 80s and we also Have had 
mean years when ecological condi
tions forced us to import what we did 
hot have. We were also affected by 
conditions of the international agen
cies like the IMF and others. 
However, we have managed to sus
tain much of the hardships and con
tinue to look to the future more 
determined to make our country self-
reliant. 

Referring to a question on why 
Tanzania has given back some of the 
large estates to private companies. 
Comrade Karabani said that the State 
did not do that but had entered into 
agreements with private organisations 
as partners, the Tanzanian govern
ment commanding a large share. This 
cannot lie said surrendering 
businesses or large farms to prjvate 

companies or multinationals. This is 
a way of developing these large scale 
estates with advanced technology in 
the development of large scale farm
ing and food production. 

It can therefore be said, without 
hesitation, that one result of the 
Arusha Declaration from which Tan
zania now benefits, is that the wealth 
we produce in Tanzania is available 
for use in Tanzania. Exploitative 
forces have been cut, today we have 
no (Nfrija) wealth suckers. The pro
ductive as well as distributive sectors 
of our economy have now been 
transferred into the hands of the 
pubHc, we can now decide what we 
want to build and decide for 
ourselves our priorities," said Com
rade Karabani. 

We have been able'to create in
dustries from our own resources and 
borrowings from abroad to create 
more industries which will serve the 
interests of our people. Soon after the 

Arusha'Declaration there has been an 
expansion of enterprises which use 
local content, our own raw materials. 
For example hardly any cotton pro
duced in Tanzania was made into 
cloth but today Tanzania textile in
dustries produce over 200 million 
meters of cloth. This is as a result of 
diversification from 1975 onwards 
when we had just 8 textile mills. Some 
of our larger factories that were 
established after the Arush a Declara
tion manufacture varied goods like 
farm implements, tyres, fertilisers, 
radios, batteries and bicycles, cement 
works, printing plants and many 
others. Expansions in tobacco and 
shoes factories which we nationalis
ed in 1967 have been carried out. 

The construction of factories has 
not been completed to make Tan
zania self-sufficient in all the day to
day commodities of life, so we con
tinue to estabhsh such institutions 
that will be operational on comple
tion. Comrade Karabani concluded. 

PALESTINIANS IN LEBANON: 
THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES 
T h e s t r u g g l e f o r t h e l i b e r a t i o n 
o f P a l e s t i n e h a s b e e n r e g a r d 
e d a s t h e c e n t r e p i e c e o f Mid
d l e E a s t p o l i t i c s b y m a n y p e o 
p l e a r o u n d t h e w o r l d s i n c e 
1 9 4 8 . R e c e n t m a s s a c r e s o f 
P a l e s t i n i a n s i n r e f u g e e c a m p s 
i n L e b a n o n - b y c e r t a i n A r a b 
e l e m e n t s , however, h a s cloud
e d tJiis l o n g - s t a n d i n g p o p u l a r 
p e r c e p t i o n . 

This article examines the 
plight of Palestinians in Lebanon. 
In particular, it looks at 
Lebanon's socio-political situa
tion, in its historical perspective, 
now and why Palestinians came 
to be in that country, and 
a s s e s s e s the forces now 
threatening their existence. 

The Republic of Lebanon lies 
in Western Asia, bordered by 
Syria to the north and east, and 
by Israel to the south. The coun
try has a coastline of about 
220km (135 miles) on the eastern 
shore of the Mediterranean Sea. 

The Non Aligned Movement is at the fore front of the Anti-Imperialist and Anti-colonial 
struggles. Here the Chairman of the Non Aligned Movement and Prime Minister^)! 
Zimbabwe, Comrade Robert Mugabe holds hands with the Leader of Palestinian 
Liberation Organisation, Comrade Yasser Arafat at the letter's arrival for the 8th Summit 
in Harare 

Its official language is Arabic, 
which is spoken by almost all in
habitants. F rench is widely 

spoken by smal l e thnic 
minorities. About 10 per cent of 
the population are Arab refugees 
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f r o m P a l e s t i n e . T h e m a j o r 
r e l i g i o n s a r e I s l a m a n d C h r i s t i a n i 
t y , a n d t h e r e i s a v e r y s m a l l 
J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y . I n t h e e a r l y , 
1 9 8 0 s i t w a s e s t i m a t e d t h a t 5 7 
p e r c e n t o f L e b a n o n ' s i n h a b i t a n t s 
w e r e M u s l i m s , w i t h a b o u t 4 3 p e r 
c e n t C h r i s t i a n s . T h e p r i n c i p a l 
M u s l i m s e c t s a r e t h e S u n n i a n d 
S h i ' a , w h i l e t h e r e i s a l s o a s i g n i f i -
c a h t D r u z e ( D r u s e ) c o m m u n i t y . 
M o s t o f t h e C h r i s t i a n s a d h e r e t o 
t h e R o m a n C a t h o l i c C h u r c h , p r i n 
c i p a l l y t h e M a r o n i t e r i t e . T h e r e 
a r e a l s o A r m e n i a , G r e e k a n d 
S y r i a n s e c t s ( b o t h C a t h o l i c a n d 
E a s t e r n O r t h o d o x ) , a n d s m a l l 
g r o u p s o f P r o t e s t a n t s . B y t h e 
1 9 8 0 s i t w a s w i d e l y b e l i e v e d t h a t 
t h e S h i ' a M u s l i m s , ( t o t a l l i n g a n 
e s t i m a t e d 1 ,2 m i l l i o n ) c o n s t i t u t e d 
L e b a n o n ' s l a r g e s t s i n g l e c o m 
m u n i t y . T h e c o u n t r y ' s c a p i t a l c i 
t y i s B e i r u t . 

Recent History 
of Lebanon 

L e b a n o n , t h e h o m e l a n d o f t h e a n 
c i e n t P h o e n i c i a n s , b e c a m e p a r t 
o f T u r k e y ' s O t t o m a n E m p i r e i n 
t h e 1 6 t h c e n t u r y . D u r i n g t h e F i r s t 
W a r ( 1 9 1 4 - 1 8 ) , i n w h i c h T u r k e y 
w a s a l l i e d w i t h G e r m a n y , t h e 
A r a b s u n d e r O t t o m a n r u l e r e b e l l 
e d . I n 1 9 1 8 B r i t i s h a n d F r e n c h 
f o r c e s i n v a d e d L e b a n o n a n d , w i t h . 
A r a b h e l p , e x p e l l e d t h e T u r k s . A t 
t h e e n d o f t h e w a r , f o l l o w i n g 
T u r k e y ' s d e f e a t , t h e O t t o m a n E m 
p i r e w a s d i s s o l v e d . L e b a n o n w a s 
a d m i n i s t e r e d b y F r a n c e , u n d e r a 
L e a g u e o f N a t i o n s m a n d a t e ; f r o m 
1 9 2 0 u n t i l i n d e p e n d e n c e w a s 
d e c l a r e d o n 2 6 N o v e m b e r , 1 9 4 1 . 
A r e p u b l i c w a s e s t a b l i s h e d i n 
1 9 4 3 , a n d f u l l a u t o n o m y g r a n t e d 
t o t h e n e w s t a t e i n J a n u a r y t 9 4 4 . 
A l l f o r e i g n t r o o p s l e f t t h e c o u n 
t r y b y D e c e m b e r 1 9 4 6 . 

U n l i k e m o s t A r a b c o u n t r i e s , 
L e b a n o n • i s c h a r a c t e r i s e d b y 
g r e a t r e l i g i o u s a n d c u l t u r a l d i v e r 
s i t y . W h e n t h e r e p u b l i c w a s 
e s t a b l i s h e d , t h e v a r i o u s c o m 
m u n i t i e s a g r e e d o n a d e l i c a t e 
b a l a n c e o f p o w e r a s a m e a n s o f 
a v o i d i n g m u t u a l h o s t i l i t y . T h e u n 
w r i t t e n " n a t i o n a l p a c t " o f 1 9 4 3 
p r o v i d e d f o r a s h a r i n g o f e x 
e c u t i v e a n d l e g i s l a t i v e f u n c t i o n s 
i n t h e r a t i o o f s i x C h r i s t i a n s t o 
f i v e M u s l i m s . It w a s a g r e e d t h a t 
t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f s e a t s i n t h e 

C h a m b e r o f D e p u t i e s ( r e n a m e d 
t h e N a t i o n a l A s s e m b l y i n 1 9 7 9 ) 
w o u l d b e o n a r e l i g i o u s r a t h e r 
t h a n a n i d e o l o g i c a l , b a s i s . T h e r e 
i s a c o n v e n t i o n t h a t t h e P r e s i d e n t 
o f L e b a n o n i s a M a r o n i t e C h r i s 
t i a n , w h i l e t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r i s 
a S u n n i M u s l i m . P o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s 
h a v e u s u a l l y b e e n i d e n t i f i e d w i t h 
p a r t i c u l a r r e l i g i o u s a f f i l i a t i o n s , 
a n d a t t e m p t s t o f o r m n a t i o n a l 
p a r t i e s h a v e m e t w i t h l i t t l e 
s u c c e s s . 

Arrival of Palestinians 
F o r m a n y y e a r s , h o w e v e r , 
L e b a n o n ' s v a r i o u s C h r i s t i a n a n d 
M u s l i m g r o u p s g e n e r a l l y c o e x 
i s t e d i n a s p i r i t o f t o l e r a n c e . B u t 
t h e c o u n t r y n e v e r p a r t i c i p a t e d a c 
t i v e l y i n A r a b - I s r a e l i w a r s w h i c h 
d o m i n a t e d t h e p o l i t i c s o f t h e 
r e g i o n . T h e i n f l u x i n t o s o u t h e r n 
L e b a n o n o f P a l e s t i n i a n A r a b s , 
m o s t l y M u s l i m r e f u g e e s f r o m 
t h o s e w a r s , t i t l e d t h e b a l a n c e b e t 
w e e n t h e r e l i g i o n s a n d l e d t o 
c a l l s f o r a m o r e a c t i v e L e b a n e s e 
r o l e i n t h e w i d e r r e g i o n a l c o n f l i c t . 

T h e a r r i v a l o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s , 
a n d t h e i n d e g e n o u s M u s l i m s ' 
h i g h e r r a t e o f p o p u l a t i o n i n 
c r e a s e , r e s u l t e d i n a p p r o x i m a t e 
l y p a r i t y b e t w e e n C h r i s t i a n s a n d 
M u s l i m s , a n d i t i s g e n e r a l l y 
b e l i e v e d t h a t M u s l i m s c o n 
s t i t u t e d a m a j o r i t y o f L e b a n o n ' s 

p o p u l a t i o n b y t h e 1 9 7 0 s . 
I n 1 9 5 8 t h e r e w e r e s e r i o u s i n 

t e r n a l d i s t u r b a n c e s w h i c h r e a l l y 
s h a t t e r e d t h e e x i s t i n g p o l i t i c a l a r 
r a n g e m e n t s . D o m e s t i c t r a n q u i l i 
t y w a s r e s t o r e d , a n d p e a c e f u l 
c o e x i s t e n c e c o n t i n u e d , w i t h f e w 
i n t e r r u p t i o n s , u n t i l 1 9 7 5 , s i n c e 
t h e n t h e r e h a s b e e n b i t t e r c o n 
f l i c t b e t w e e n t h e v a r i o u s c o m 
m u n i t i e s . T h e r e l a t i v e s t a b i l i t y o f 
L e b a n o n u n t i l t h e m i d - 1 9 7 0 s 
e n a b l e d t h e c o u n t r y t o b e c o m e 
t h e c o m m e r c i a l a n d f i n a n c i a l 
c e n t r e o f t h e M i d d l e E a s t . 
H o w e v e r , t h e b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t o f 
B e i r u t w a s l a r g e l y d e s t r o y e d i n 
1 9 7 5 - 7 6 , a n d i t h a s r e m a i n e d i n 
r u i n s d u r i n g t h e s u b s e q u e n t c i v i l 
s t r i f e . A s a r e s u l t o 1 c o n t i n u i n g 
v i o l e n c e a n d p o l i t i c a l u n c e r t a i n 
t y , L e b a n o n ' s r o l e a s a t r a d i n g 
c e n t r e h a s g r e a t l y d i m i n i s h e d . 

L e b a n o n ' s f i r s t P r e s i d e n t w a s 
S h e i k h B i s h a r a e l - K h o u r y . H e 
h e l d o f f i c e f r o m 1 9 4 3 u n t i l h i s 
r e s i g n a t i o n , a f t e r a l l e g a t i o n s o f 
c o r r u p t i o n , i n 1 9 5 2 . H i s s u c 
c e s s o r w a s C a m i l l e C h a m o u n , / 
w h o a d o p t e d a p r o - W e s t e r n 
f o r e i g n p o l i c y . F o l l o w i n g e l e c 
t i o n s t o t h e C h a m b e r o f D e p u t i e s 
i n 1 9 5 7 , t h e r e w a s c o n s i d e r a b l e 
u n r e s t , m a i n l y a m o n g M u s l i m s 
w h o f a v o u r e d p o l i c i e s o f A r a b n a 
t i o n a l i s m , p a r t i c u l a r l y a c l o s e r 
a l i g n m e n t w i t h E g y p t a n d S y r i a . 

Chatrman of the PLC 
Comrade Yasser 
Arafat addresses a 
joint rally with the 
First Secretary and 
President of ZANU 
(PF) porfirade flobert 
Mugabe. The struggle 
against Zionism 
continues tilt final 
victory 
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B y 1 9 5 8 c i v i l d i s t u r b a n c e s h a d 
g r o w n i n t o a f u l l - s c a l e i n s u r r e c 
t i o n , w i t h M u s l i m a n d C h r i s t i a n 
f o r c e s i n c o n f l i c t . I n J u l y 1 9 5 8 , 
n e a r t h e e n d o f h i s t e r m o f o f f i c e , 
P r e s i d e n t C h a m o u n a p p e a l e d t o 
t h e U S A f o r m i l i t a r y a s s i s t a n c e . 
U S f o r c e s , t o t a l l i n g 1 0 0 0 0 m e n , 
q u i c k l y a r r i v e d i n B e i r u t a n d r e 
m a i n e d u n t i l O c t o b e r , b y w h i c h 
t i m e p e a c e h a d b e e n r e s t o r e d . 
M e a n w h i l e , t h e C h a m b e r e l e c t e d 
G e n e r a l F u a d C h e h a b , c o m 
m a n d e r o f t h e a r m e d f o r c e s t o b e 
t h e n e x t P r e s i d e n t . H e h e l d o f f i c e 
u n t i l 1 9 6 4 , a n d w a s f o l l o w e d b y 
C h a r l e s H e l o u ( 1 9 6 4 - 7 0 ) a n d 
S u l a i m a n F r a n j i y a ( 1 9 7 0 - 7 6 ) . 

A f t e r t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f 
I s r a e l i n 1 8 4 8 , L e b a n o n a c c e p t e d 
t h o u s a n d s o f P a l e s t i n i a n 
r e f u g e e s , m a n y o f w h o m s e t t l e d 
i n c a m p s i n s o u t h e r n a r e a s . T h e 
c o u n t r y a l s o j o i n e d i n t h e p o l i c y 
o f b o y c o t t i n g I s r a e l a d o p t e d b y 
A r a b a n d o t h e r c o u n t r i e s . T h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i s a 
t i o n ( P L D ) , f o u n d e d i n 1 9 6 4 , h a d 
i t s h e a d q u a r t e r s i n B e i r u t , u n t i l 
t h e e v e n t s o f m i d - 1 9 8 2 c a u s e d 
t h e r e m o v a l o f t h e P L O l e a d e r 
s h i p t o T u n i s . 

Pressure on Palestinians 
to Leave their IHomeiand 
I n N o v e m b e r 1 9 1 7 , t h e B r i t i s h 
C a b i n e t ( w h i c n h a d n o l e g a l 
a u t h o r i t y o v e r P a l e s t i n e ) p r o m i s e d 
t h e Z i o n i s t m o v e m e n t " t h e 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t i n P a l e s t i n e o f a N a 
t i o n a l H o m e f o r J e w i s h p e o p l e . " 
T h e p o p u l a t i o n o f P a l e s t i n i a n 
A r a b s i n 1 9 1 8 s t o o d a t 6 4 4 0 0 0 , 
w h i l e t h a t o f n a t i v e P a l e s t i n i a n 
J e w s a n d r e c e n t i m m i g r a n t s w a s 
6 5 0 0 0 . . 

P a l e s t i n e w a s p l a c e d u n d e r a 
B r i t i s h a d m i n i s t r a t i o n f r o m 1 9 2 2 
w h i c h w a s c o m m i t t e d t o e n c o u r a g 
i n g J e w i s h i m m i g r a t i o n a n d s e t t l e 
m e n t o n t h e l a n d , a s par t o f t h e ino-
p l e m e n t a t i o n o f t h e B a l f o u r 
D e c l a r a t i o n : T h e P a l e s t i n i a n s , 
a w a r e o f t h i s a t t e m p t t o c o l o n i s e 
t h e i r c o u n t r y , r e b e l l e d . F a c e d w i t h 
t h i s c h a l l e n g e , t h e B r i t i s h a d 
m i n i s t r a t i o n s u d d e n l y b e g a n e f 
f o r t s t o l i m i t J e w i s h i m m i g r a t i o n . 

T h e s l a u g h t e r a n d p e r s e c u t i o n 
o f J e w s u n d e r t h e N a z i s g a v e 
f r e s h s y m p a t h y t o t h e Z i o n i s t 
m o v e m e n t ' s c l a i m s . I l l e g a l 

J e w i s h i m m i g r a n t s f l o o d e d i n t o 
P a l e s t i n e . B y 1 9 4 8 P a l e s t i n i a n 
X r a b s n u m b e r e d 1 3 8 0 0 0 0 p e o 
p l e ; w h i l e t h e p o p u l a t i o n o f J e w s , 
m o s t l y i l l e g a l i m m i g r a n t s , h a d 
j u m p e d d r a m m a t i c a l l y t o 7 0 0 , 0 0 0 . 

I n O c t o b e r 1 9 4 7 t h e G e n e r a l 
A s s e m b l y o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
r e c o m m e n d e d d i v i d i n g u p 
P a l e s t i n e . T h i s g a v e t h e J e w s 
( w h o c o n s t i t u t e d o n l y o n e t h i r d o f 
t h e t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n ) a r o u n d 6 0 
p e r c e n t o f t h e l a n d , i n c l u d i r i g t h e 
m o s t f e r t i l e a r e a s , l e a v i n g t h e 
p o o r e r a n d s m a l l e r p r o p o r t i o n o f 
P a l e s t i n e t o t h e n a t i v e P a l e s t i 
n i a n p o p u l a t i o n . 

W h i l e t h e B r i t i s h w e r e s t i l l i n 
c o n t r o l , c i v i l w a r b r o k e o u t i n 
P a l e s t i n e . B y t h e t i m e t h e B r i t i s h 
w i t h d r e w i n M a y 1 9 4 8 , 9 6 0 0 0 0 
P a l e s t i n i a n A r a b s - h a d b e e n m a d e 
h o m e l e s s r e f u g e e s . W h e n t h e 
f i g h t i n g c e a s e d t h e Z i o n i s t s w e r e 
i n c o n t r o l o f a n a r e a o n e t h i r d 
l a r g e r t h a n t h a t a l l o c a t e d t o t h e 
J e w i s h s t a t e , u n d e r t h e U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s p l a n . T h e s t a t e o f I s r a e l 
w a s p r o c l a i m e d a s a J e w i s h s t a t e 
i n P a l e s t i n e . 

I n M a y 1 9 4 9 , a s a c o n d i t i o n o f 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s ( U N ) m e m b e r s h i p , 
I s r a e l u n d e r t o o k t o i m p l e m e n t a 
U N r e s o l u t i o n c a l l i n g f o r 
d i s p o s s e s s e d P a l e s t i n i a n s t o b e 
g i v e n t h e c h a n c e o f r e t u r n i n g t o 
t h e i r h o m e s . A f t e r a c h i e v i n g 
m e m b e r s h i p , a n d f o r t h r e e 
d e c a d e s s i n c e , I s r a e l r e f u s e d t o 
i m p l e m e n t t h i s r e s o l u t i o n . 

I n O c t o b e r 1 9 5 6 , a f t e r m a k i n g 
a s e c r e t a g r e e m e n t w i t h B r i t a i n 
a n d F r a n c e , I s r a e l a t t a c k e d E g y p t 
a n d o c c u p i e d G a z a a n d t h e S i n a i 
P e n i n s u l a . H o w e v e r , I s r a e l w a s 
f o r c e d t o w i t h d r a w t o t h e 1 9 4 8 
b o u n d a r i e s f o l l o w i n g s t r o n g 
d i p l o m a t i c p r e s s u r e f r o m m a n y 
c o u n t r i e s . A l l t h e s a m e , I s r a e l 
c o n t i n u e d t o e m p l o y t e r r o r t a c 
t i c s a g a i n s t n e i g h b o u r i n g A r a b 
s t a t e s , c u l m i n a t i n g i n t h e v i r t u a l 
d e s t r u c t i o n pf t h e v i l l a g e o f S a m u 
i n t h e W e s t B a n k i n N o v e m b e r 
1 9 6 6 . 

I s r a e l a g a i n o c c u p i e d G a z a a n d 
S i n a i i n J u n e 1 9 6 7 . W h a t w a s l e f t 
o f P a l e s t i n e a n d e v e n p a r t o f 
S y r i a w a s s e i z e d a t t h e s a m e t i m e 
t o " t e a c h t h e A r a b s a l e s s o n " . 
H a l f a m i l l i o n P a l e s t i n i a n A r a b s 
w e r e m a d e h o m e l e s s . 

T h e f o u r t h A r a b - I s r a e l i w a r 
b r o k e o u t i n O c t o b e r 1 9 7 3 w h i c h 
r e s u l t e d i n f u r t h e r o c c u p a t i o n o f 
A r a b a n d d i s p l a c e m e n t o f P a l e s t i 
n i a n s . S i n c e t h e I s r a e l i i n v a s i o n 
o f t h e W e s t B a n k a n d G a z a S t r i p 
a r e a s o f P a l e s t i n e i n 1 9 6 7 , t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n e c o n o m y t h e r e h a s 
b e e n s y s t e m a t i c a l l y a t t a c k e d , 
u n d e r m i n e d a n d m a n i p u l a t e d b y 
t h e o c c u p a t i o n f o r c e s . T h e I s r a e l i 
g o v e r n m e n t h a s r u t h l e s s l y e n 
f o r c e d t h e u n d e r - d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
t h e P a l e s t i n i a n e c o n o m y a n d 
r a d i c a l l y a l t e r e d p r o d u c t i o n , 
d i s t r i b u t i o n a n d e m p l o y m e n t , i n 
o r d e r t o c r e a t e P a l e s t i n i a n 
d e p e n d e n c e i n I s r a e l . T h e r e a r e 
t w o p u r p o s e s t o t h r s : t h e b o l s t e r -

Palestlnians demonstrate against camps' seige outside Syrian HQ in Beiruit 
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Palestinian women 
carrying bags of food 
ask Amal gunmen to 
lift camps' blocl(ade 

i n g o f t h e c r i s i s - r i d d e n I s r a e l i 
e c o n o m y a n d t h e c o n t r o l o f t h e 
p o p u l a t i o n o f t h e o c c u p i e d t e r 
r i t o r i e s — a f o r m o f c o n t r o l t o a c 
c o m p a n y t h e g u n s o f t h e o c c u p y 
i n g a r m y a n d Z i o n i s t s e t t l e r s . 

T h e s e a r e s o m e o f t h e 
p r e s s u r e s w h i c h h a v e b e e n f o r c 
i n g P a l e s t i n i a n s t o l e a v e t h e i r 
h o m e l a n d t o s e e k r e f u g e i n 
n e i g h b o u r i n g c o u n t r i e s . G i v e n 
t h i s b a c k g r o u n d , t h e q u e s t i o n 
n o w b e i n g a s k e d , i s : w h y a r e 
P a l e s t i n i a n s b e i n g v i c t i m i s e d i n 
L e b a n o n b y p e o p l e w h o s h o u l d 
b e g i v i n g t h e m e v e r y a s s i s t a n c e 
t o f i g h t t h e c o m m o n e n e m y , 
I s r a e l ? 

T h e s e a r e s o m e o f t h e 
p r e s s u r e s w h i c h h a v e b e e n f o r c 
i n g P a l e s t i n i a n s t o l e a v e t h e i r 
h o m e l a n d t o s e e k r e f u g e i n 
n e i g h b o u r i n g c o u n t r i e s . G i v e n 
t h i s b a c k g r o u n d , t h e q u e s t i o n 
n o w b e i n g a s k ^ d i s : w h y a r e 
P a l e s t i n i a n s b e i n g v i c t i m i s e d i n 
L e b a n o n b y p e o p l e w h o s h o u l d 
b e g i v i n g t h e m e v e r y a s s i s t a n c e 
t o f i g h t t h e c o m m o n e n e m y , 
I s r a e l ? , 

Forces Behind 
Massacres of 
Palestinians 

W h e n t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s b e g a n 
t h e i r e x o d u s i n t o L e b a n o n t h e y 
w e r e w e l c o m e d b y p r o g r e s s i v e 
e l e m e n t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y a m o n g t h e 
M u s l i m c o m m u n i t y . F o r m a n y 
y e a r s t h e s e e l e m e n t s f o u g h t 

s i d e - b y - s i d e w i t h P a l e s t i n i a n s 
a g a i n s t t h e I s r a e l i e n e m y , r e a l i s 
i n g t h a t t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s t r u g g l e 
c o u l d n o t b e s e p a r a t e d f r o r r i t h e 
s t r u g g l e f o r p e a c e a n d t e r r i t o r i a l 
i n t e g r i t y o f a l l c o u n t r i e s i n t h e 
r e g i o n . 

H o w e v e r , t h e p r e s e n c e o f 
P a l e s t i n i a n g u e r i l l a g r o u p s , a n d 
t h e c o n s e q u e n t I s r a e l i r e p r i s a l s , 
c a u s e d s e c u r i t y p r o b l e m s f o r 
s u c c e s s i v e L e b a n e s e g o v e r n 
m e n t s a n d l e d t o f r e q u e n t 
C a b i n e t c r i s i s . A s t h e y e a r s w e n t 
b y L e b a n e s e s o c i e t y b e c a m e i n 
c r e a s i n g l y s p l i t o v e r t h e q u e s t i o n 
o f s u p p o r t f o r t h e P a l e s t i n i a n 
g u e r r i l a s ( f e d a y e e n ) . F o l l o w i n g 
t h e e x p u l s i o n o f t h e fedayeen 
f r o m J o r d a n i n J u l y 1 9 7 1 , t h e 
b a s e s i n L e b a n e s e r e f u g e e 
c a n r i p s b e c a m e i n c r e a s i n g l y i m 
p o r t a n t t o P a l e s t i n i a n g u e r r i l a 
g r o u p s . T h e i r o p e r a t i o n s a g a i n s t 
I s r a e l i n t h e 1 9 7 0 s w e r e m e t b y 
b r u t a l r e p r i s a l s , w i t h t h e v i l l a g e s 
o f s o u t h e r n L e b a n o n , i n p a r 
t i c u l a r , s u f f e r i n g d a m a g e a n d 
c a s u a l t i e s a s a r e s u l t o f I s r a e l i 
r a i d s a n d s h e l l i n g . 

T h e c o n t i n u i n g v i o l e n c e i n v o l v 
i n g t h e fedayeen a n d I s r a e l i 
f o r c e s l e d t o i n c r e a s e d t e n s i o n 
b e t w e e n P a l e s t i n i a n g u e r r i l a s 
a n d m e m b e r s o f t h e P h a l a n g i s t 
P a r t y ( t h e P h a l a n g e s L i b a n i s e s , 
a l s o k n o w n a s a l - K a t a ' e b ) , a m i l i 
t a n t r i g h t - w i n g M a r o n i t e C h r i s 
t i a n g r o u p , f o u n d e d a n d l e d b y 
P i e r r e G a m a y e l . P h a l a n g i s t a n d 
P a l e s t i n i a n f o r c e s c l a s e d i n J u l y 
1 9 7 4 , w i t h t h e P h a l a n g i s t s 

d e m a n d i n g t h a t t h e L e b a n e s e 
G o v e r n m e n t s h o u l d c o n t r o l 
g u e r i l l a a c t i v i t i e s . 

A n i n c i d e n t i n A p r i l 1 9 7 5 l e d t o 
m o r e s e r i o u s f i g h t i n g b e t w e e n 
P h a l a n g i s t s a n d P a l e s t i n i a n s i n 
B e i r u t . T h e c o n f l i c t c o n t i n u e d 
a n d q u i c k l y d e v e l o p e d i n t o f u l l -
s c a l e c i v i l w a r b e t w e e n t h e 
r e l i g i o u s c o m m u n i t i e s , w i t h t h e 
" N a t i o n a l M o v e m e n t " o f l e f t - w i n g 
M u s l i m s ( i n c l u d i n g P a l e s t i n i a n s ) , 
l e d b y K a m a l J o u m b l a t t o f t h e 
P r o g r e s s i v e S o c i a l i s t P a r t y , i n 
c o n f l i c t w i t h c o n s e r v a t i v e C h r i s 
t i a n g r o u p s , m a i n l y t h e 
P h a l a n g i s t m i l i t i a . T h e u n d e r l y i n g 
r e a s o n f o r t h e w a r w a s t h e w i d e 
l y h e l d b e l i e f t h a t t h e p o p u l a t i o n 
b a l a n c e , w h i c h f a v o u r e d C h r i s 
t i a n s w h e n t h e a l l o c a t i o n o f 
p o l i t i c a l a n d a d m i n i s t r a t i v e p o s t s 
w a s a g r e e d i n 1 9 4 3 , h a d s h i f t e d 
i n f a v o u r o f M u s l i m s , w h o t h u s 
f e l t u n d e r - r e p r e s e n t e d . A l s o , t h e 
M u s l i m s i d e n t i f y w i t h t h e A r a b 
a n d I s l a m i c w o r l d , w h i l e t h e 
C h r i s t i a n s l o o k t o w a r d s t h e 
W e s t . 

Assad's Role 
B e f o r e H a f e z A s s a d b e c a m e 
P r e s i d e n t o f S y r i a t h r o u g h a c o u p 
i n 1 9 7 1 , P a l e s t i n i a n s u s e d t o 
r e c e i v e a l o t o f s u p p o r t f r o m 
D a m a s c u s i n t h e i r s t r u g g l e 
a g a i n s t I s r a e l . 

S i n c e t h a t t i m e , h o w e v e r , t h e 
r o l e A s s a d h a s p l a y e d i n t h e 
p o l i t i c s o f t h e r e g i o n h a s 
c h a n g e d . 

A s s a d h a s a l w a y s r e g a r d e d 
L e b a n o n a s S y r i a ' s b a c k y a r d ; 
S i n c e t h e e a r l y 1 9 7 0 s h e h a s i n 
t e r v e n e d i n L e b a n e s e p o l i t i c s 
w i t h o u t r e s e r v a t i o n . H i s L e b a n o n 
p o l i c y h a s b e e n b a s e d o n t w o 
p r i n c i p l e s . F i r s t , h e h a s c o n c e n 
t r a t e d o n i d e n t i f y i n g a n d b a c k i n g 
t h o s e L e b a n e s e f a c t i o n s w i l l i n g 
t o m a i n t a i n a s i t u a t i o n o f i n 
s t a b i l i t y i n w h i c h n o o t h e r 
p o l i t i c a l f o r c e c a n a s s e r t a d o m i 
n a n t i n f l u e n c e . 

S e c o n d , w h e n h i s L e b a n e s e 
a l l i e s h a v e f a i l e d h i m , o r h a v e 
c h a n g e d t h e i r a l l e g i a n c e , ( h e h a s 
b e e n w i l l i n g t o i n t e r v e n e d i r e c t l y , 
i m p o s i n g W s w i l l b y v i r t u e o f 
S y f i a ' s , m a s s i v e l y g r e a t e r m i l i t a r y 
r e s o u r c e s . 

T h e p a t t e r n w a s s e t i n t h e e a r -
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l y 7 0 s . T h e n , w i t h L e b a n o n ' s 
p o l i t i c a l c r i s i s d e e p e n i n g , A s s a d 
a l i g n e d h i m s e l f w i t h t h e 
" n a t u r a l " a l l i e s o f h i s B a a t h 
( " r e s u r r e c t i o n " ) P a r t y — t h e n a -

y t i o n a l i s t f o r c e s o f t h e L e b a n e s e 
I M u s l i m C o m m u n i t y a n d t h e i r 
! P a l e s t i n i a n a l l i e s . 

^ S y r i a p r o v i d e d f i n a n c e , a r m s 
\d t r a i n i n g f a c i l i t i e s f o r t h e 
t M u s l i m s a n d c l o s e l y i d e n t i f i e d 

w i t h t h e L e b a n e s e N a t i o n a l 
M o v e m e n t l e d b y K a m a l 
J u m b l a t t , t h e D r u z e l e a d e r a n d 
f a t h e r o f W a l i d J u m b l a t t , p r e s e n t 

I h e a d o f t h e D r u z e P r o g r e s s i v e 
S o c i a l i s t P a r t y . 

W h e n c i v i l w a r e r u p t e d i n 1 9 7 5 , 
S y r i a b a c k e d t h e L e b a n e s e N a 
t i o n a l M o v e m e n t a n d t h e P a l e s t i -

, n i a n s . B u t w h e n t h e M u s l i m 
a l l i a n c e t h r e a t e n e d t o d e f e a t i t s 
e n e m i e s a m o n g t h e C h r i s t i a n 
r i g h t i s t m i l i t i a s , A s s a d m a d e a n 

j a b r u p t a b o u t - t u r n . 
! T h i n k i n g t h a t a v i c t o r y f o r t h e 
1 M o v e m e n t ^ m i g h t r e s u l t i n a 

d e c r e a s e o f i t s i n f l u e n c e , t h e 
I - A s s a d r e g i m e s e n t 4 0 0 0 0 t r o o p s 

a c r o s s tt»e b o r d e r t o a i d f o r c e s o f 
I t h e R i g h t . 

F o r m a l l y , A s s a d h a d t h e b a c k 
i n g o f L e b a n o n ' s P r e s i d e n t a n d 
t h e A r a b s t a t e s f o r h i s " A r a b 
D e t e r r e n t ' F o r c e " a n d i t s s u p p o s 
e d a i m ' o f b r i n g i n g p e a c e t o t h e 
c o u n t r y ' s w a r r i n g f a c t i o n s . B u t 

' o n c e i n s i d e L e b a n o n ' s b o r d e r s 
h i s s t r a t e g y w a s c l e a r — t o 
d e s t r o y t h e L e b a n e s e N a t i o n a l 

, M o v e m e n t a n d e n s u r e t h k t n o 
s i n g l e g r o u p c o u l d d o m i n a t e t h e 
L e b a n e s e p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m . 

It i s i n t h i s c o n t e x t t h a t t h e 
b r u t a l m a s s a c r e s o f P a l e s t i n i a n s 
h a v e o c c u r r e d i n L e b a n o n . 

Z / m f c a f t i v e A/ews r e c e n t l y , i n t e r 
v i e w e d t h e P L O a m b a s s a d o r t o 

y Z i m b a b w e , C o m r a d e A l i H a l i m e h , 
o n t h e D a m a s c u s r e g i m e ' s r o l e i n 
P a l e s t i n i a n a f f a i r s . 

" S i n c e A s s a d t o p p l e d t h e 
I g o v e r n m e n t N o o r A l d i n a l - A t a s y l 

i n 1 9 7 1 P a l e s t i n i a n s h a v e n o t 
b e e n a l l o w e d t o m o u n t a s i n g l e 
o p e r a t i o n a g a i n s t I s r a e l f r o m 
S y r i a n s o i l . 

" A s s a d h a s a l w a y s b e e n 
> h o s t i l e a g a i n s t P a l e s t i n i a n s . T h i s 

h o s t i l i t y m a n i f e s t e d i t s e l f e v e n 
I ^ , b e f o r e h e b e c a m e P r e s i d e n t . F o r 

The funeral of three youths killed trying to get food into Bourjel-Barajneh 

e x a m p l e , w h e n 2 0 0 0 0 P a l e s t i 
n i a n s w e r e b e i n g s l a u g h t e r e d i n 
J o r d a n i n 1 9 7 0 i t w a s A s s a d w h o 
b l o c k e d a s s i s t a n c e w h i c h S y r i a 
w o u l d h a v e g i v e n t o i t t o s a v e t h e 
s i t u a t i o n . A s s a d w a s t h e n S y r i a ' s 
D e f e n s e M i n i s t e r , " s a i d C o i j i r a d e 
H a l i m e h . 

C o m r a d e H a l i m e h r e v e a l e d 
t h a t w h e n t h e I s r a e l i a r m y i n v a d 
e d L e b a n o n i n 1 9 8 2 w i t h t h e a i m 
o f w i p i n g o u t P a l e s t i n i a n s , 
A l g e r i a o f f e r e d t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s 
U S $ 2 0 m i l l i o n w o r t h o f S o v i e t 
a r m s . N o r t h a h d S o u t h Y e m e n , a s 
w e l l a s S u d a n , o f f e r e d t o i n 
t e r v e n e . T h e s e m o v e s w e r e b l o c k 
e d b y t h e D a m a s c u s r e g i m e . " I n 
t h e f i g h t i t s e l f , S y r i a , w h i c h h a d 
h i g h l y s o p h i s t i c a t e d S o v i e t 
w e a p o n s , o n l y - o f f e r e d t o k e n 
r e s i s t a n c e . A s s a d w a s m u c h 
m o r e i n t e r e s t e d i n s e e i n g t h e 
P L O c r a s h e d . " 

T u r n i n g t o t h e p r e s e n t c r i s i s i n 
L e b a n o n , C o m r a d e H a l i m e h s a i d 
s i n c e t h e " c a m p s w a r " s t a r t e d a 
f e w m o n t h s a g o m o r e t h a n 5 0 0 0 
P a l e s t i n i a n n h e n , w o m e n a n d i n 
n o c e n t c h i l d r e n h a v e b e e n k i l l e d . 
" 8 0 0 0 0 m o r e h a v e b e e n d i s p l a c 
e d a n d o f t h e 1 2 r e f u g e e c a m p s 
i n L e b a n o n , 6 m a j o r c a m p s h a v e 
b e e n c o m p l e t e l y s u r r o u n d e d b y 
t h e A m a l M i l i t i a m e n a n d 4 h a v e 
b e e n c o m p l e t e l y d e s t r o y e d . " 

A s k e d w h y A m a l , w h i c h i n t h e 
p a s t w a s a c l o s e a l l y o f t h e P L O , 
s h o u l d n o w b e t a k i n g a r m s t o 
f i g h t P a l e s t i n i a n r e f u g e e s C o m 
r a d e H a l i m e h b l a m e d A s s a d . 
" W h e n A m a l w a s f o r m e d i n t h e 

e a r l y 1 9 7 0 s r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n 
t h a t o r g a n i s a t i o n a n d t h e P L O 
w e r e v e r y g o o d . I n d e e d t h e n a m e 
A m a l , w h i c h m e a n s ' h o p e ' , w a s 
g i v e n t o t h a t o r g a n i s a t i o n b y P L O 
C h a i r m a n A r a f a t . A m a l a n d t h e 
P L O u s e d t o f i g h t s i d e - b y - s i d e 
a g a i n s t I s r a e l i f o r c e s i n S o u t h e r n 
L e b a n o n . R e l a t i o n s c h a n g e d 
w h e n t h e f i r s t A m a l L e a d e r , A r a l 
M u s a S a d r , d i s a p p e a r e d i n L i b y a 
a n d N a b i h B e r r i t o o k o v e r . B e r r i , 
u n d e r t h e c o n t r o l o f t h e S y r i a n 
r e g i m e , t u r n e d A m a l a g a i n s t 
P a l e s t i n i a n s . S y r i a d o e s n o t w a n t 
t o s e e a n i n d e p e n d e n t P a l e s t i 
n i a n s t a t e a n d w i l l u s e a n y o n e t o 
c r u s h u s . " 

Palestinian refugees stream out of 
Rashldiyeh^ near Tyre, during break in 
siege 
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WHICH ROAD TO TAKE 
N a u k a , a S o v i e t p u b l i s h i n g 
t t o u s e fias i s s u e d a booH e n 
t i t l e d " E c o n o m i c D e v e l o p 
m e n t P c o b l e m s F a c i n g The 
C o u n t r i e s of S o c i a l i s t O r i e n t a 
t i o n " w r i t t e n by a g r o u p of 
s c i Q . n t i s t s o f t h e P a t r i c e 
L u m u m b a P e o p l e s ' F r i e n d s h i p 
U n i v e r s i t y . 

The authors say that the national 
liberation revolutions in a number 
of the newly-free countries have 
paved/the way for transition to 
socialist revolutions there. The 
road of social ist orientation 
meets the best interests of their 
peoples since it creates oppor
tunities for ridding them of ex
ploitation, for rapid progress, and 
for raising the working people's 
living standards. 

The agrarian reform is one ma
jor democratic measure in the in-

^terests of the people. Its strategic 
goal is cooperation of farmers, 
the setting up of a public sector 
of the economy, and thereby rais
ing the agricultural output. This 
in turn is of great importance for 
the industrial development. 
Therefore, the elimination of pre-i 
capitalist productive relations in 
the countryside is a must if an in
dependent economy is to be 
created. 

These transformations are 
launched, as a rule, with the na
tionalisation of land. T h u s , 
following the revolution in Algeria 
2,7 million hectares of land were 
nationalised, 4 000 hectares 
became state property in Angola, 
and so did 1 500 plantations and 
companies which had belonged 
to the colonizers in Mozambique. 

Second in importance after the 
nationalisation of land is the 
cooperation of farmers. Coopera
tion is deemed most important in 
the countries of socialist orienta
tion. For instance, the motto of 

the rural social and economic 
transformations on Madagascar 
is "Agrarian Reform without 
Cooperation Is S e n s e l e s s ! " In 
Tanzania about 13 million farnners 
moved to the "ujamaa villages". 
And in Mozambique there were 
1 352 "communal villages" in 
1982 with a total population of 
1 807 000 (from 50 to 11 000 
families in each village). 

Highly mechanized state farms 
are being established. They in
troduce new agricultural crops. 
The programme documents in 
such countries assign the state 
farms and plantations a leading 
role in agricultural production. 

The government renders vast 
assistance to the cooperative 
movement. In Eth iopia the 
agricultural and industr ia l 
development branches of the 
State Bank grant the coopera
tives credits for a term of 15 years 
demanding no guarantees. In 
Congo, the National Agricultural 
Credit Fund allocated 300 million 
African francs for the purpose in 
1981 alone. 

The book says that in their 
social and economic reforms the 
countries of socialist orientation 
are supported by the Soviet 
Union and other socialist coun
tries. By the early 1980s Soviet 
assistance to Ethiopia's public 
sector included the construction 
of a tractor plant, setting up 15 
repair serv ice s ta t ions for 
agricultural machinery, and the 
building of more than 30 
warehouse facilities, agricultural 
elevators and refrigerating plants. 
Ethiopia has begun developing 
10 000 hectares of virgin land 
with Soviet assistance. Mean
while agronomists, zootechni-
cians, machinery operators and 
other specialists are a^so being 

trained. 
The writers of the book also 

analyze several possible solu
tions to the food problem, a most 
important and difficult issue fac
ing the developing countries. Ac
cording to FAO, no less than 150 
million Afr icans suffer from 
hunger. This is because agricul
tural exports in these countries 
are single-crop in nature, in
herited from the colonial ist 
epoch. The major reason for this 
is the neocolonialist policies of 
the former "parent states". The 
solution of the food problem is 
greatly aggravated by the fact 
that the Western powers use 
food shipments as a tool for 
political pressure and blackmail. 
In accordance with its Law No. 
480 the US, for example, has been 
granting food aid since the 1950s 
only to those Afro-Asian and 
Latin American countries which 
toe its political line. 

The book e x p o s e s the 
bourgeois theories of the ap
pearance and aggravation of 
political cr ises. For instance, 
BVitish 19th century economist T. 
Malthus said that some "super
fluous population" is'appearing 
in the world, unable to get either 
jobs or food. This is triggering a 
brutal struggle for existence, or 
"war of all against all" — a "law 
of nature", he said. Meanwhile 
Professor R. Milliken (American) 
declared that the world's popula
tion should be reduced by 90 per
cent to make life "replete and in
teresting" for the remaining 10 
per cent. 

The authors of the book feel' 
that the food crisis in the Afro-
Asian and Latin American coun
tries can only be overcome 
through reorienting their 
economies (agribulture included), 
to A non-papitalist road. 
(APN) , 

m i m 
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Africa and Asia: Conditions for Successful Industrialisation 
By professor Mai Volk 
Developing countries pin great 
hopes on industrialisation. In the 
1975 Lima Declaration adopted at 
their insistence, the 2nd General 
Conference of the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organisa
tion (UNIDO) solemnly affirmed 
its strong belief in the role of in
dustry as a dynamic instrument of 
growth, indispensable for ensur
ing the rapid economic and social 
advancement of developing conn-
tries, especially those least 
developed. Accordingly this con
ference determined as a global 
task the enhancement of the 
developing countries' share of 
world industrial production at 
least to 25 per cent by the year 
2 000^ and the securing of a 
possibly more even distribution of 
industry across the developing 
nations. 

The significance of this task is due 
to the fact that by the time of adop
tion of this Declaration developing 
countries, representing 70 per cent of 
the world's population, accounted 
for only 7 per cent of world industrial 
production. 

Over the past time, great successes 
have marked the industrialisation of 
developing countries. Modern in
dustrial plattts have risen up and 
whole manufacturing areas have ap
peared in Latin America, Asia and 
Africa. Some of the developing coun
tries have turned into exporters of 
finished industrial goods. The process 
of industrialisation is very uneven, 
though: only about ten new industrial 
states, with about 80 per cent of the 
developing world's total manufactur
ing output, stand out. But, on the 
other hand, few countries are now 
left that haven't been touched by in
dustrialisation in somci degree or 

The development of 
Industry and Agriculture 
should be enhanced so as 
to ensure a solid Agro-
Industrial base and 
therefore reduce 
dependence on the 
Western capitalist 
metropolis Africa and 
Asia: Conditions f«i^ 
Successful 
Industrialisation 

Other. Industrialisation determines 
the important positive shifts in 
economics and the social sphere: a 
growing n u m b e r of indus t r i a l 
workers, technicians and engineers 
whose skill, outlook and cultural 
background are significantly higher 
than illiterate peasants, and who are 
familiar with the modern practices of 
production; a possibility for all-
round updating of production and 
the achievement of economic in
dependence; and a higher rate of 
overall economic growth. 

But the dark, sides of industrialisa
tion also show up . They not only 
complicate the very process of in
dustrial development, but also cause 
definite negative consequences in the 
society as a whole . Thus , in
dustrialisation in a number of 
developing countries, has begun to 
assume a militaristic character: 
they're building industrial plants that 
turn out modern types of weaponry. 
Already 30 developing countries 
operate plants manufacturing various 
kinds of today's combat equipment. 
With more Third World modern in
dustrial plants, dependence on world 
capitalist centres in the technological 
field, that is on supplies of spare parts 
and some types of materials and com
p o n e n t s , on foreign technica l 
specialists' services and on scientific-
technical information, increases. 
Many of the industrial plants built in 

developing countries are the proper
ty of foreign capital and are sub
sidiaries of transnational corpora
tions. Profits from their operation 
are appropriated by the foreign 
owners: they are not used for 
economic deve lopmen t or the 
satisfaction of the social needs of the 
people. Increasing dependence of 
developing countries on external 
markets for their manufactured 
goods leads to increased dependence 
on the trade policy pursued by 
Western nations. The production 
capacity of a number of plants re
mains constantly underutilised, and 
this is one of the reasons for their low 
profitability or even unprofitability. 

Ever louder voices can be heard 
among Western economists that ac
cuse the developing countries of be
ing overenthus ias t ic abou t in
dustrialisation and urge them to shift 
the emphasis on to the development 
of agriculture and to cover the re
quirements in manufactured products 
with impor ts from industrially 
developed states. They erroneously 
divide the single national economy in
to supposedly rival branches, where 
as industry and agriculture in a ra
tionally organised economy are close
ly related and their development is 
mutually conditioned. This is why in- ^ 
dustrialisation should be backed with 
the appropriate development of 
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agriculture if it is to be successful. 
Economic ties between industry and 
agriculture, which form an integral 
agro-industrial complex in which 
agriculture produces food and basic 
stock for industry, as well as pro
viding a market for industry's goods, 
make up the core of a sound and nor
mally func t ioning e c o n o m y . 
Regulating these ties with the help of 
a rationally organised system of 
commodity-money relations can en
sure the success of the industrialisa
tion of those branches of the 
economy which are directly oriented 
towards the agricultural sphere. 

As far as heavy industry, including 
that producing capital goods, is con
cerned, herf^the main condition for 
success is the strengthening and ex
pansion of the state sector and the 
establishment of firm, reciprocally 
advantageous economic ties between 
the state and private enterprise with 
the latter drawn into vigorous activi
ty in the national interest of economic 
and social deve lopment and 

'enveloped by the system of state 
planning. 

Successful industrialisation is im
possible without the subjection of the 
foreign enterprises on the territory of 
developing countries ^to national 
economic policy, the .^fevention of 
their activities that are detrimental to 
the interests of economic and social 
development and the establishment 
of effective state control over them. 

Consequent ly , successful in
dustrialisation calls for major socio
economic changes in different 
spheres of society, and also a restruc
turing of international economic rela
tions that would ensure the obser
vance of developing countries' in
terests and enable them to attract ex
ternal resources for development on 
an equal, fair and mutually beneficial 
basis. 

The experience of Afro-Asian 
states' industrial development shows 
that a variety of organisational and 
economic forms, such as nationalis
ing particular enterprises and bran
ches of the economy, creating mixed 
companies and using contracts and 
subcontractor relationships on a large 
scale, can be used to achieve the in
dustrialisation goals. It is essential 
jthat all these diverse forms should be 
filled with a social content ensuring 
the subordination of private interests 

to national and guaranteeing the 
observance of the principles of social 
justice. 

For successful industrialisation 
developing countries need to create 
their own scientific-technical base 
closely associated with the world and 
scientific-technical potential on a 
basis of equality. Modern science and 
technology should be converted from 
a tool of enhancement of the 
dependence of developing countries 
and their exploitation by transna-

tional corporations into a powerful 
force harnessed to the national in
terests of social progress. Also coupl
ed with this is the need to bring up 
national skilled personnel who would 
not only possess high professional 
qualifications and an ability to master 
the latest technology, but would also 
exhibit high moral qualities, loyalty 
to their own people and be free from 
the spirit of greed and the bourgeois 
world outlook alien to the traditions 
of Afro-Asian civilisation. 

We are pleased to introduce ournew range of Hungarian goods to 
the ZimbabweMarket at the following recommended retail prices. 
Sparkplugs - Full range $3,04 Inc. tax 
Horns - 12V and 24V $33,02 inc. tax 
Flasher units - 12V and 24V landing soon 
Filters -Z81,Z84,Z151,Z153,Z74,Z68A- landing soon. 
For your nearest supplier and trade enquiries 
phone 736639/40/41 or write to: 
Mashonarand Parts Distributors, P.O. Box 1023, Harare. 
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Aquino and the Philippine Rebels 
By Comrade H.M.R. Farinya 

Why r e b e l s , are t h e y n o t s t r u g g l i n g for a j u s t c a u s e ? " The trafic lights flickered, and a roaring stream of cars moved away 
from the city centre. 
Taka had a quick glance at his watch. His bus was not moving fast 
enough. He was supposed to lead the discussion at a ZANU (PF) study 
group due to start at 5.30p.m. The main topic in the agenda was the 
situation in the Philippine islands and the revolutionary struggle against 
capitalist domination there. 

f 

Other comrades would also be 
rushing to the same meeting. The 
South African struggle, the war in 
Namibia and in Western Sahara, the 
Palestinian issue and the Central 
American issue had all been discuss
ed. The party had always shown a 
true revolutionary stand by suppor
ting the liberation struggle of other 
people. They had also assisted the 
Zimbabwean struggle specially dur
ing the war. 
J Now we Hved in comfort and we 
tended to grumble almost about 
everything. We even called this 
obligation of meeting once a week an 
excessive demand. How important it 
was then, to refresh our memories 
with the deprivations and misfor
tunes of millions and millions around 
the world. 

The chai rman welcomed the 
members and explained how confus
ed he was at the contradictory nature 
of news oiT the Philippine situation as 
reported in the media. 

First of all one could detect a 
deliberate attempt to have Aquino 
pron^oted as "the most popular head 
of state in the world today" (USA 
senator Solarz, Time 1.5.87). 

Even in Zimbabwe every single 
news broadcast had to include Presi
dent Corazon Aquino. The Herald 
had followed suit in the international 
campaign to over-cover the Aquino 
phenomenon . What about the 
" p o v o " the 54 million Filipinos who 
were the real news makers in that 
country? 

Taka was then asked to offer a 
more balanced view of the situation 
in the Philippines and a more 
satisfactory account of the revolu
tionary struggle. "Please do not start 

like in the news: 'President Corazon 
Aquino of the Philippines has said to
day . . . ' " Added the chairman 
laughing . Taka moved to the 
blackboard and drew a triangle. 

"This is how the conflict surfaces: 
See these three points: the army at the 
top, overlooking the whole situation. 
Then the people, the exploited pro
l e t a r i a t , the u n e m p l o y e d , the 
peasants, the fishermen at the bottom 
forming the base of the triangle 
toge the r with the N a t i o n a l 
Democratic Front and the New Peo
ple's Army . " 

" N o place for Aquino" , said 
somebody jokingly. 

"You are right, but we have to 
place her somewhere. Her place 
should be in the middle of all these 
conflicting forces, in isolation, in the 
centre of the triangle. Notice that the 
line joining the people and their 
struggle contains the historical base 
of the Philippine nation the only ade
quate foundation for a people's 
democratic government, for the 
security of the country, for a new 
economic social and political order. 
Nevertheless this is completely 
forgotten, and attempts are made to 
desintegrate it. 

ARMY 

PEOPLE REVOLUTIONARY 
STRUGGLE. 

Now see what would happen if 
Aquino would leave her position in 

The President reviewing honour-guard 
troops in Manila 

the centre and would move towards 
the base, in the direction of the peo
ple and their struggle. Suppose she 
would initiate an adequate land 
reform or move into the private sec
tor and try to localise foreign control 
of the economy. Suppose she would 
start negotiating with the guerillas, 
not to ask them to throw away their 
weapons but to invite them to join the 
government forming a coalition from 
where they could defend the interests 
of the people. 

What would happen? She would 
run away from the military and that 
would be disastrous for her. The ar
my would immediately destabilize her 
government and produce a military 
junta to rule the country according to 
their demands. 

"Move Aquino.closer to the top, 
towards the military and she would 
lose the popularity that she now 
enjoys". 

"You are telling u s " said a young 
man from the crowd " that all the 
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problems in the Philippine islands are 
'power' problems. You have made no 
reference to the class struggle. What 
about the economic base?" 

"You are r ight?" Taka said. 
"The conflicts that surface due to the 
confrontations belween the top of the 
triangle and the base are only the 
result of a deeper contradiction that 
does not appear in my diagram." 

Let me explain how it all began. 
The Phillipines are 7 000 islands 
covering 300 000 sq. km, much less 
than the area of Zimbabwe. Never
theless with a population of 54 
millio/i their density of 180 per sq. 
km, or nine times greater than ours. 

This is the only Asian country 
which was colonized by the west 
without having achieved a central 
government of their own or an elite 
culture which would have helped to 
unite the whole population. Each one 
of the successive colonial powers left 
its imprint till independence was 
granted in 1946 leaving the people 
with no clear direction. Dependence 
on foreign powers, namely United 
States and Japan, has been the main 
trait of the 40 year old nation. No 
wonder that the only two trips of 
Cory Aquino so far out of the Philip
pines have been to Washington and 
Tokyo. 

The islands had been successively 
occupied by Spain, United States and 
Japan. Different guerilla movements 
had opposed the different invasions 
till the huks were exterminated soon 
after independence. 

Marcos took over in 1965 and his 
21-year-old dictatorship had the ap
pearance of another form of foreign 
domination. The economy was con
trolled by 116 transnational copora-
tions most of them based in the 
United States. Only 2 per cent of the 
total population (about 70 rich 
families) had access to 75 percent of 
the main sources of production, the 
land and the capital. The linkage bet
ween the elite and the transnational 
was well established. 

Meanwhile about 85 percent of the 
local population lived in a feudal 
society with the following character
istics: , 
a) Abundance of cheap labour and 

uncertain agricultural develop

ment. Consequently widespread 
unemployment, reaching more 
than 50 percent in the cities. 

b) About 70 percent live under the 
poverty line while malnutrition in 
the rural areas affect 80 percent 
of all children. 

c) Such natural resources as gold 
and wood are processed outside 
the country and sold back in the 
Phillipine as imported manufac
tured products at very high 
prices. 

d) The land is gradually passing to 
the ownership of a very small 
minority while the peasants 
become workers without land. 

These were the results of the so call
ed "New Society Movement" , the 
Party headed by President Marcos. 
The poeple did not want to be dic
tated the-type as society they wanted. 
In 1968 the communist party was 
organised and the following year a 
bitter and continuous struggle started 
with the inception of the New Peo
ple's Army. Today the NPA has 
reached 64 of the 74 provinces and is 
comprised by some 20 000 men and 
women. Some of them know nothing 
else but the war and are not ready to 
give up unless substantial changes for 
the total population are effected. 

In 1976 an umbrella organisation 
embracing 12 different groups of 
students, trade unionists, women 
groups and communist activists, was 
formed, the National Democratic 
Front (NDF). 

Meanwhile a liberation movement 
which envisages the succession of the 
i)«oslem population of the South was 
formed. The Moro National Libera
tion Front presses not only for the 
legitimate social and economic rights 
of the banqsa-moro population but 
also for complete independence as a 
separate nation. 

"Now you tell us, T a k a , " said the 
chairman "which are the prospects of 
a lasting peace in the Phillipines with 
Aquino or without A q u i n o ? " 

"Well, in my opinion a lasting 
peace is impossible without lasting 
structural changes that secure for the 
majority of the people a place in 
society. Lasting peace cannot be ob
tained by a ceasefire because the 
question is not primarily military. 
The question is not about guns but 
about the people who hold them. 

Negotiators were very quick asking 
the guerillas to surrender their 
weopons. At no time were they of
fered a power base in government, an 
equal p ace from where to decide the 
future of the people. 

Here is where Aquino will prove 
totally inadequate. Her, religious 
education jn an Atnerican convent 
and her 13 years as treasurer of her 
family's immense wealth will make 
her highly unsympathetic with the 
communist guerillas. She will not be 
able to discover that the main issue 
is not a coalition with the marxists 
but a coming together with her own 
people from whom she will get 
greater support than she now gets 
from the United States and Japan. 

The army has clearly shown that 
they are not ready to negotiate. Apart 
from three different attempts to over
throw the new President staged by 
different dissenting military groups, 
clear signs of no reconciliation were 
given during the ceasefire. On the 23 
of January 12 people were killed and 
nearly 100 wounded as troops fired 
volleys on 10 000 left wing farmers 
surging towards the presidential 
palace demanding land reform. 

Ten days later, as 20 milHon 
Filipinos were flocking to vote for a 
new constitution no shots were fired, 
but the military presence and the 
fresh memory of the peasants killed 
served as strong warning against any 
coalition with the left. 

The chairman thanked Taka for 
his enlightening information. More 
questions were asked and the discu-
sion was later focused on the crucial 
issue " n o revolution without the peo
ple" . Is there not a danger of the 
revolution being hijacked by foreign 
interests and the army as in the 
Philippines, calling Aquino's reform 
a revolution, or may be by the elite, 
the civil servants, or even the party? 

Taka 's study group continued well 
into the night studying our own situa
tion in Zimbabwe. Are our peasants 
and workers fully involved as they 
were during the war? What are we 
fighting for today? How far has-our 
revolution gone when a large segment 
of our population, especially in the 
rural areas, has remained "stuck with 
the socio-economic injustices and im-
blances of our colonial p a s t " 
(Mugabe, 1980)? 
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* POETRY * 

Tungamirai Vakadzi veZimbabwe 
Tungamirai Nyika vakadzi veZimbabwe 
Sungirirai vana kumusana mufambe 
Dare reupenyu norufaro zvino rarira 
Wasara mushure wasarira rufu. 
Penyai senyenyedzi mupunze zarima pasi 
Bwibwinyai sezuva vana vaone nzira 
Pepetai uipi vana vashaye hosha 
Kwekweredzai varume vabude munungo. 
Kwinyai sokunge mvumba vakadzi veZimbabwe 
Tandanisai varume vabude mudzimba 
Bvutai mikombe yedoro vaite basa 
Hapana chingavakwe nomukombe wedoro. 
Vadzimai ndimika vatinhi venyika yedu 
Munotitinhira kugova rainofura 
Kunodya dzimwe nyika uswa hwebumharutsva 
Mukasara shure hapana angaitinhe. 
Tungamirai nyika kumwenje worufaro 
Parapatikai pose pamunenge muri 
Pana katsono bate, pane penzura bate 
Kuti isu tose titevere tisingatye. 
Wasara wasara, kunopona vanokwakuka 
Vanokambaira vanourukwa navamwe 
Vanonanaira vanoora vari vapenyu 
Vakakotsira vanosara vave voga. 
Nyatsoumbai vana vakadzi vomu Zimbabwe 
Vanopinda mujahwe vasina mafemo 
Vanongwiririka vakasimba sorunhare 
Vano unhu hwomene hwakapinda muropa. 
Ndizvo 2vatinochemera vakadzi ve Zimbabwe 
Zvokuti mutikakate tiri mumujahwe 
Tirege kuwana dzamira nemhuru mombe 
Tichiva rudzi gotwe muwasara-wasara.' 
M. Mutsonziwa 
Secretary — Women's League 

n n n n n n n u n n n n n 
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