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To the First Secretary and President of 
ZANU (PF) Comrade Robert Mugabe and 

Amai Sally Mugabe, we would like to 
express our profound gratitude for your 
clear revolutionary guidance during 1986 
and wish you an enjoyable festive season, 

good health and a prosperous 1987 

4Fi ,.iri m m m •J' ^jr^. S'. m m m m m 
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EDITORIAL 
As we approach the end of 1986, it 
is time once again for our nation to 
talte its annual stock of developments 
and to cast its eyes to the future. 
Without doubt the year now drawing 
to a close will go down in our history 
as one of the most eventful years 
since independence. Not only was it 
characterised by dynamism, increas
ed co-operation and performances 
across many of our socio-economic 
sectors, and vigilance, but it also 
witnessed the most severe challenges 
by forces of apartheid and im
perialism against this entire sub-
region. 

From the packed inventory of 
events which took place over the past 
twelve months, five developments 
stand out. These are: 
(1) the successful hosting of the 

eighth summit of the Non-
Aligned Movement in Harare; 

(2) the launching of our first Five-
Year National Development 
Plan; 

(3) unity talks between ZANU (PF) 
and PF-ZAPU; 

(4) adoption of sanctions against 
racist South Africa by nations of 
the world; and 

(5) the untimdy death of the Presi
dent of Mozambique, Comrade 
Samora Moises.Afachel on South 
African soH. 

NAM Summit 
When the Non-Aligned Movement 
chose Zimbabwe to be both its host 
for 1986 and Chairman for three 
years thereafter, understandable 
doubts were whispered in many 
quarters. Would a country barely six 
years old, still learning the ropes o'f 
high international diplomacy, be able 
to host such a large, prestigious 
gathering involving more th^n 100 
member countries? Did the country 
have the infrastructure, security ap
paratus, commitment and so on, to 
guarantee success for such a mam
moth event? These were some of the 
many questions which were asked by 
friends and enemies alike. 

No one in Zimbabwe had definite 
answers to these questions, having 
had no previous experience. But our 
people have faced supreme challenges 
before and not found wanting. It was 

this which gave our leaders quiet con
fidence that the job could be done, 
experience or no experience. 

In the event the efficient manner in 
which the summit was hosted won 
Zimbabwe and its leader. Comrade 
R.G. Mugabe, much praise around 
the world. Paying tribute to the na
tion for this achievement soon after 
the summit. Comrade Mugabe sum
marised the feeling of every Zimbab
wean when he said: "There has rare
ly been an event capable of 
stimulating such national enthusiasm 
and solidarity between the Govern
ment and the community and bet
ween the public sector and the private 
sector as the recent Non-Aligned 
conference." 

The August/September NAM 
Summit conference itself achieved a 
great deal under the guiding hand of 
its new chairman. Comrade Mugabe. 

"We feel very delighted that for 
the first time in the history of the 
organisations that have something to 
do with us, we have emerged with a 
real viable programme of action, the 

^lAfca fund that was etmtt^ 
^'That is to us the mfî sl i i ^ 

>«chiey«ment of tHls Ccrtm 
There is a bid now by the Non-
Aligned Movement to work vigorous
ly and purposefully to assist us in this 
region — the Frontline states and 
other countries that might need 
assistance — in fighting apartheid, in 
resisting the onslaught of apartheid 
in various ways," Comrade Mugabe 
said at the end of the Summit. 

Having so ably chaired the NAM 
conference, our leader now has the 
heavy burden on his shoulders of en
suring that the programmes adopted 
at the summit are implemented; and 
that the principles behind the move
ment generally are observed over the 
next three years. These principles 
include: 
(1) NAM'S commitment to peace 

4 and disarmament, especially the 
reduction of East-West tensions 
and an end to the arms race; 

(2) the movement's historic support 
for political independence and 
the right of self-determination 
and equality between peoples; 

(3) NAM'S commitment to 
economic equality; 

(4) the movement's desire to combat 
cultural imperialism; and 

(5) promotion of universalism and 
mutilateralism through support 
for the UN as the only major 
organisation for solving conflicts 
and addressing global issues. 
Five-Year National Development Plan 

The launching of our first Five-Year 
National Development Plan, replac
ing the Three-Year Transitional Na
tional Development Plan, was an 
event whose effect will be felt over 
the next five years. The Plan is aim
ed at taking advantage of the upturn 
in our economy and setting growth 
on a long-term basis along a socialist 
path. Only through a well-designed 
comprehensive Plan can Zimbabwe 
restructure and re-orient its economy 
in a way which makes it more respon
sive to the needs of society. 

Accordingly, over and above the 
objective of achieving high and sus
tained rates of growth and develop
ment across the sectors and in the in
terests of all our people, the Plan is 
designed to change the ownership and 
production relations of the structures 
of the existing economy as a strategy 
for creating a national and socialist 
economy. 

ZANU (PF) urges all people of Zim
babwe to support the Plan and to work 
hard to ensure that its objectives will be 
fulfilled. 

ZANU (PF)/PF-ZAPU 
Unity Talks 

Unity talks between ZANU(PF) and 
PF-ZAPU gathered great momentum 
during 1986. Behind these talks lies 
a clear realisation by our leaders that 
without solid unity meaningful social 
and economic development will be 
difficult to achieve. 

ZANU(PF) has always been com
mitted to the cause of peace and uni
ty among all our people. This was 
why our first government after in
dependence included elements from 
PF-ZAPU and other parties. We are 
sure that given the necessary measure 
of sincerity and goodwill on all sides, 
the current unity talks will produce 
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the ttnity which this conntry desires 
and deserves. 

Elements which have refused to 
change ways will lie removed from 
Parliament in 1987 when the twenty 
seats reserved for whites will be 
scrapped. Onr Government is com
mitted to amending the Lancaster 
House Constitution to remove this 
absurd racial feature. 

Adoption of Sanctions 
Against Racist South 

Africa 
After a long campaign by progresave 
forces in Africa and elsewhere, dif-
ferring sets of economic measures 
against Sooth Africa have now been 
adopted by countries of the Com
monwealth, Scandinavia, Australia, 
the United States and other states. 

Most leaders of the world, except 
Britain's Margaret Thatcher and 
Ronald Reagan of America, who we 
condemn for their stand, are now 
convinced that sanctions against 
South Africa should be imposed 
immediately. 

Zimbabwe is committed to im
plementing itpeasures adopted at the 
mini-Commolnwealth summit held in 
London in August, attended by our 
Prime Minister. When we start im-
ptenienting these measures, which 
will include, among other things, cut
ting air links, South Africa is likely 
to retaliate. 

Ail 2Smbabweans must therefore 
heed the warning given by the First 
Secretary and President of 
ZANU{PF), Comrade Mugabe, 
when he said recently: 

"Next year is likely,to bê  a very 
difficult year. We are faced with the 
phenomenon of sanctions which are 
going to be imposed on Sooth Africa 
and because iQmbabwe is going to 
play its part by impodng these sanc
tions, there wflt obviously be reprisals 
from South Africa and so we must 
gear ourselves to that difficulty by 
facing that situation with coun^e." 

We must ail be prepared to work 
long hours outside normal duties and 
be vigilant. 

Untimely Deatli of 
President Machel 

The untimely death of President 
Samora Moises Machal in a plane 
crash on South African soil on Oc
tober 19, 1986, en route to Maputo 
from consultations on the reopening 
of the Banguela line through Angola 
represented apartheid and im-
p^ialism's severest challenge against 
Southern; Africa's peace-loving 
people. 

His tragic death deprived Mozam
bique and its gallant people of a dear ' 
and dedicated revolutionary leader, 
a champion of their struggle for 
freedom and independence and a 
champion for its consolidation and 
sustenance. Comrade Samora's 

dedication to the struggle for a free 
and just Africa, rid of apartheid and 
other forms of oppression and ex
ploitation will always be cherished by 
the people of Africa in particular and 
generally, by the people of the pro
gressive worid who cherish the sacred 
values of freedom, justice and 
democracy. 

Zimbabweans in particular shall 
always have a vivid memory of and 
profound gratitude for Comrade 
Machel's selfless dedication to the in
dependence of Zimbabwe, for even 
as his country was celebrating its own 
independence, he ma^e it clear that 
freedom could not be complete 
without the freedom of Zimbabwe. 

Comrade Maehd's death came at 
a time of increased South African ag
gression and destabilization right 
across this sub-region. 

Our Jncreased involvement in 
Mozambican anti-bandit operations 
should be viewed against this 
background. Zimbabwe's military 
commitment in Mozambique, as 
Comrade Mugabe said at the begin^ 
ning of 1986, "is neither an act of 
charity nor an act merely to Enhance 
Mozambican independence and our 
own, but one which also will help to 
create peace in our region." 

Zimbabwe harbours no aggressive 
designs against its neighbours, a|l of 
whom, except the South African 
apartheid regime, reciprocate in 
maintaining the policy of peaceful co
existence with her. 

Zimbabwe and Mozambique Stand Firmly Together 
The 2nd Secretary and Vice President of ZANU (PF) 

Comrade Simon Muzenda urged Zimbabweans to 
give material support to the patriotic Mozambican 

people fighting banditry and imperialist machinations 
in defence of their sovereignty and national in

dependence. The forces of reaction cut off food sup
plies, close schools and hospitals in order to strangle 
the socialist path chosen by this gallant people. The 

reactionary forces under the fascist Apartheid regime. 
MNR carry out imperialist designs in the region 

together with other bandit movements. Following is 
the speech of appeal by Comrade Muzenda to the 
Zirhbabwe Mozambique Friendship Association, 

recently. 
If anyone ever doubted the oneness between the people 
of Mozambique and Zimbabwe, they only had to witness 

the response of our people to the unparalled tragedy of 
19 October. Every Zimbabwean has mourned deeply the 
loss of our beloved brother and heroic leader, Comrade 
Samora Machel. Every patriotic Zimbabwean is prepared 
to defend Mozambique and Zimbabwe from the enemy. 
Every revolutionary Zimbabwean fakes up the challenge 
proclaimed so eloquently in the funeral eulogy: 

"President Samora 
Here we make the solemn pledge that we shall continue 

your work, that we shall remain.faithful to your exam
ple as a man and as a fighter. 

We swear to defend, with our very lives, every inch of 
land in our sacred country. 

We swear to consolidate still further our national uni
ty, the weapon and tool of victory. 
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We swear that we shall build the nation of your dreams, 
a developed and prosperous country, the socialist 
motherland. 

Your dreams are our dreams. Your struggle is our 
strqggle. 

Comrade President . . . we will never say farewell to 
you. A people cannot bid farewell to its own history. 

Samora lives!" 
Yes, Samora lives iYi our determination to overcome 

the problems facing our two countries. Samora lives in 
our commitment to work together to build a better future 
for all our people. Samora lives in our courage, in our 
sacrifices, in our vision of a peaceful and prosperous 
region, liberated from the scourge of apartheid. 

This hope and this vision is what brings us together 
today to launch two programmes that will help to con
solidate the unity between our peoples. When one of us 
is in need we know that our brothers and sisters will not 
abandon us. Mozambique is suffering now because they 
came to our aid when we were fighting against white set
tler colonialism. We all know the history of how the MNR 
was formed by the Rhodesian regime in retaliation for 
FRELIMO's wholehearted and unwavering support for 
our struggle. Now with the active backing of South 
Africa, the MNR has turried into a monster that has gone 
out of control. The facts are alarming: 

Since 1980 at least 400 000 Mozambicans have died, 
directly or .indirectly, as a result of MNR destabilisation. 
More than half of these were children under the age of 
five. 

Direct and indirect economic losses to Mozambique 
since 1980 amount to a staggering $5,5 to $6,5 billion. 

Over 300 000 primary school children are now depriv
ed of education, their schools having been destroyed or 
closed due to the security situation. 

At least 4 million of Mozambique's 13 million people 
are displaced within their own country as a result of the 
bandits. 

Since 1981 a total of 199 railway workers have been 
killed and 667 wounded trying to keep the trains moving 
supplies to the rest of the region. 

These are only a few examples of the price that Mozam
bique has paid for being a good neighbour to Zimbabwe. 
Now it is our turn to come to the aid of our neighbour. 
Today we launch a famine telief campaign and a scholar
ship fund — both programmes aimed at counteracting 
the bandit offensive. 

A Call for Sacrifice for our 
Mozambican Patriots 

We know that there is widespread hunger in Mozambi
que because the bandits prevent people from going to 
their fields. Seeds, tools and fertilisers are targets for ban
dit attacks. Imagine an enemy so mean that it is prepared 
to starve a people to death. We will never let this hap
pen. While Zimbabwe has a single grain of food to spare, 
it will share it with its neighbour. Today we call on all 
Zimbabweans in the rural areas to put aside some of their 
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surplus maize which will be collected in Provincial 
warehouses. We call on every transporter to come for
ward with their trucks to help carry.the maize to Mozam
bique. And we urge every worker and every student to 
set aside a fixed amount of money each month to pay 
for the petrol or diesel to move the maize to each and 
every corner of Mozambique where it is needed. No, we 
will never let our brothers and sisters starve. 

Nor will we let them be deprived of skilled personnel 
to run their schools, their hospitals, their farms, their 
shops. Just imagine an enemy so brutal that it kills 
children and destroys school books, pencils and paper. 
We are gratified to note that FRELIMO and Mozambican 
povo will never let them succeed. We call on companies 
and individuals to give to the Samora Machel Memorial 
Scholarship Fund to pay the tuition, room and board of 
selected Mozambican students. We also call on Zimbab
wean students to set aside some of their pencils and 
notebooks to send to the Mozambican refugee camps here 
in Zimbabwe. No, we will never let our brothers and 
sisters be deprived of an education. 

The Zimbabwe Mozambique Friendship Association 
is prepared to coordinate these programmes. Already 
several ZIMOFA Provincial Committees have been 
established and more will follow until the whole country 
has been mobilised. Let us take the first steps today. The 
road ahead is still full of obstacles but that has never 
deterred us in the past. Let us make Comrade Samora 
our example and our inspiration. Let us all work together 
to achieve the goals that he laid out for us. The greatest 
tribute we can pay him is to consolidate the unity bet
ween our countries and defeat the enemies of us all — 
racism, tribalism, regionalism and imperialism. 
A Luta Continual 
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Forward with the Liberation 
Struggle in Africa 

Politicise tlie Region's Youtli, 
Uncliain the People and Let 
Socialism be a Reality by The 
21st Century 

'Kasha Kasha!' chanted 15 000 mourners at a Queenstown funeral this week. 'Kasha' represents the sound an AK-47 makes when fired. And there were several imitation wooden, cardboard and plastic AK-47S brandished 

The reasons for Samora Machel's 
death stare at us clearly. It is the 
threat to the independent peoples 
0/Africa, and Southern Africa in 
particular. "Apartheid and 
capitalism." Samora died to rid 
the region of these evils. The 
peoples of the region cannot re
main silent as to what steps to 

take. In 1964, in Dar es Salaam, 
FRELIMO launched the armed 
struggle against Portuguese col
onialism. And today the Southern 
Africa Liberation Committee 
takes the call to renew the process 

of politicisation and mobilisation, 
ur^ y required to control the 
raging madness and terror 
unleashed from the inside of the 
Apartheid regime. Following is a 
statement delivered for the OA U 



Liberation Committee by Horace 
Campbell at a rally in Dar-es-
Salaam in memory of President 
Samora of Mozambique. 
Our meeting today is an act of 
solidarity with the peoples of 
Mozambique and with the families of 
those who lost their lives in the plane 
crash over South African territory on 
Sunday, October 19, 1986. President 
Samora Machel was one of the 
casualties of this crash and this rally 
is to pay tribute to him while girding 
oursdves for the kind of organisation ^ 
and politicisation needed in the final 
push to dismantle apartheid and 
capitalism in Africa. Samora lived 
and died in the struggle for these two 
causes. Our right to speak today has 
been affirmed by the long history of 
freedom fighters in this society. In
deed it was from Dar es Salaam that 
Freljmo launched the armed struggle 
against Portuguese colonialism in 
1964. And it is from this saihe city 
that the Committee takes this oppor
tunity to renew the process of 
politicisation and mobilisation which 
is now urgently required to control 
the raging madness and terror 
unleashed from inside the apartheid 
state. 

It is our view that the best way to 
mourn the tragic passing of Samora 
Machel and our comrades from 
Frelima is to increase our efforts to 
strengthen the fighting forces for 
freedom inside and outside South 
Africa. Samora Machel was a^soldier. 
But he was no ordinary soldier. He 
was a revolutionary fighter in the 
tradition of Giap, Cabral and Che 
Guevara. These revolutionary 
fighters of the Third World will go 
down in the history of the twentieth 
century as combatants who concep
tualised society beyond the destruc
tion and waste of capitalism. Samora 
Machel had been a guerilla Com
mander, he was President of the 
Republic of Mozambique, he was the 
leader of the only party and he played 
a decisive role in the struggles to 
liberate Zimbabwe. To honofir his 
memory our task is to continue the 
work necessary to carry the struggle 
forward to the independence of 
Namibia and to the removal of 
capitalist rule in South Africa. 

The death of Machel must be seen 
and understood in the context of the 
war in Southern Africa. Tho.se who 

are unaware of the full dimensions of 
this war will express surprise andj 
shock but soldiers must be prepared 
to die. However part of the prepara
tion and satisfication must be that 
there are others willing to fight on to 
victory instead of calling for retreat 
or compromising with the enemy! 
Machd's death reflects the despera
tion of those who hold power in 
Pretoria and who fear the full effects 
of sanctions coupled with increased 
support for the freedom fighters. 

South Africa's Desperation 
Throughout 1984 and 1985 the peo
ple of South Africa had given notice 
that the struggle against apartheid 
had reached a dedsive stage. Popular 
power in the streets, in the factories 
and in the black comraunitiK crated 
a new situation inside the; society. 
Popular organs developed such as the 
powerful working class trade union 
— COSATU, the Congress of South 
African Trade Union, the NECC, 
National Education Crisis Commit
tee, the UDF, the United Democratic 
Front along with numerous 
grassroots organisations. The organs 
supplemented the work of the 
freedom fighters of the liberation 
movements laying the foundation for 
a genuine popular alliance to replace 
the minority racist regime. 

Faced with this poptilar alliance the 
South African regime escalated the 
war inside and outside in a continous 
but failed attempt to reverse the tide 
of history. From January 1986 when 
the SADF blockaded Lesotho and 
laid the basis for a coup d'etat to the 
present intensified war inside 
Mozambique the racists unleashed 
war and terror in this the tenth year 
after Soweto and the historic defeat 
of the SADF in Angola. In May 1986 
the South Africans showed their 
desperation and lack of direction 
when they attacked defenceless 
citizens in Botswana, .Zambia and 
Zimbabwe. This cross boarder raid 
took place when the Commonwealth 
Group was in the process of 
negotiating a 'peaceful settlement'. 
The raid was an indication thaj the 
Boers had to be defeated by the 
popular power of tl^e people organis
ed and armed to dismantle the pre
sent despotism of the factory and the 
intolerable conditions of human ex
istence in the slums called townships. 

On the diplomatic and political 
front the focus of international opi
nion and Frontline activity has been 
over the questions of full comprehen
sive and mandatory sanctions against 
the Pretoria regime. Unfortunately 
this call for sanctions had gone out 
without full preparation and discus
sion on the meaning of sanctions. 
Through a process of disinformation 
the leaders of Britain, the USA and 
the Federal Republic of Germany 
argue that these sanctions would hurt 
the peopJe of the Frontline States and 
the blacks of South Africa more than 
it would hurt the regime. However 
the fact is that South Africa is most 
vulnerable to a sanctions package 
which would include; a ban oh 
military equipment and nuclear con
tacts, a ban on oil exports to South 
Africa; a ban on loans and invest
ment to South Africa; a ban on air 
links with South Africa, enforcing 
the ban on cultural, scientific and 
sporting links, a ban on the promo
tion of Tourism to South Africa, a 
ban on import of gold coins, coal, 
iron and steel; and a ban on the im
ports of South African agricultural 
products. 

South Africa has made much of its 
retaliation in the face-of sanctions 
and her aggressive posture had been 
heightened after the clear diplomatic 
success of the Non-Aligned Meeting 
in Harare in September and the clear 
vote by the US Senate in October to 
impose sanctions. For the defense 
planners and South African 
capitalists know that far from hurting 
the Frontline States the South 
Africans would lose over US $1,5 
billion. One recent study shows that 
South Africa wants economic links 
with her neighbours for four reasons: 
(1) It earns a net profit of US 

$1 500m per year from its 
economic dealings with the (FLS) 
Frontline States. 

(2) Economic dependence of her 
neighbours provides a reason to 
argue against sanctions. 

(3) Trade with the neighbouring 
states will become a sanctions 
busting conduit and 

(4) this economic dependence allows 
for the expansion of South 
African capitalism in the region. 

The one state of the region which 
would suffer the most would be 
Lesotho, for she is completely sur-
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rounded by S. Africa. However the 
capital of Lesotho is only 600 
kilometres from Maputo. A conr 
certed airlift would not cost more 
than US $4Gm. per year. For this 
reason the South Africa regime wants 
to remove the governments of the 
FLS and to replace them with those 
willing to oppose or break interna
tional sanctions. The intensified war 
in Mozambique in the past six 
months, despite the Nkomati Accord, 
must be seen in the context of the 
vulnerability of the South Africans. 

break fn^^ffep^«^er - ^ ^ ^ P 
^ ^ p p C . S t a t e s pn t r a m p c ^ ^ ^ 
,* routes through South Africa. 

Of the eight major rail links which 
take goods from Africa outside are 
closed four and are open. (1) The 
Benguela railroad is closed. (2) 
Tazara is open. (3) The Nacala-
Malawi line is closed by the MNR. (4) 
The Beira Nacala-Malawi line closed 
(5) Beira-Zimbabwe open (6) 
Maputo-Zimbabwe — closed (7) 
Maputo-South Africa open and (8) 
Maputo-Swaziland open. Of the four 
major transport lines three operate 
from Mozambique and one from 
Tanzania. It is from this realisation 
that if Tanzania and Mozambique 
would overcome the operational dif
ficulties of her ports no traffic would 
move through South African ports 
and South Africa would have lost one 
of its most important economic lever 
over the FLS. When FLS and 
Mozambique moved to pressure 
Malawi and Zaire to reduce its 
dependence on South African ports 
the South Africans were aware of the 
far-reaching implications of these 
plans. The plane of President Samora 
Machel crashed after President 
Machel, President Kaunda and Presi
dent dos Santos were holding a one 
day meeting on the movement of 
Zairean goods through South Africa. 
Earlier President Kaunda had warn
ed that the USA and South Africa 
had been using Zaire as a supply base 
for the UNITA bandits of Jonas 
Savimbi. 

Samora Machel died in the midst 
of the struggle. Mozambique had suf
fered disproportionately from the 
destabilisation and war against the in
dependence of Africa. Even before 
independence the peoples of this rich 
and underpopulated territory did not 
know peace. After the defeat of the 

Portuguese; the Rhodesians and now 
the South African tried to remove the 
revolutionary independent spirit and 
the promise of socialism of Frelimo. 
Between 1980-1984 the South African 
defence forces and its MNR special 
force carried out destruction, murder 
and plunder in the Mozambican 
countryside. By 1985 over 100,000 
Mozambicans had been killed in a 
war where the South Africans "could 
fight but without the responsibility of 
committing large members of combat 
troops. This is the essence of a new 
,type of imperialist sabotage evidence 
in Mozambique, Angola and 
Nicaragua. In these wars the thrust 
is not only to destroy people but to 
create so much insecurity to break the 
spirit of the people so that they lose 
confidence in their ability to build a 
new society. This kind of war is used 
especially in societies where popular 
guerilla movements supported by the 
people seized power and offered 
alternatives to the former relations of 
exploitation and domination. 

Thus evqn after Mozambique sign
ed the Nkomati Accord in 1984, the 
South Africans continued to direct, 
equip, train and transport the armed 
gangs of the MNR. Malawi became 
the principal marshalling ground for 
the destabilisation operations. The 
State Security Council, the military 
inner cabinet of the racist regime had 
no intention of honouring this ac
cord. But by 1985 Zimbabwe com
mitted troops to guard the Beira-
Zimbabwe corridor thus freeing the 
forces of Frelimo and the Mozam
bican army to fight the MNR. 

For all intent and purposes 
, Nkomati is now dead. The west fail
ed to restrain South Africa even 
though Mozambique honoured its 
side of the accord. The death of 
Samora Machel alerts us to the full 
cost of this war. Hitherto the OAU 
and Isome leaders expressed the costs 
in the staggering monetary terms. 
Between 1980-1984 the costs to the 
FLS was estimated to be US $10 
billion. These costs were estimated in 
terms of direct war damage, extra 
military expenditure, higher transport 
and energy costs, reduced produc
tion, lost economic growth and the 
creation of refugees. Since 1984 the 
costs in 1985 were $4 billion and in 
1986 so far — $4,6 billion. It means 
that up to the present the costs to the 
peoples have been more than US $18 

billion. Joe Hanlon in a study show
ed that the FLS would lose US $3 
billion from sanctions in one year but 
already in 1986 it is clear that the 
peoples have lost $4,6 billion up to 
September. 

These figures are available in 
Europe for the capitalists to plan but 
unfortunately those very states which 
call for sanctions do not prepare their 
people for the political, economic, 
military and social costs of this call 
for sanctions against South Africa. 
Though South Africa has far more 
lose, apart from the monetary costs 
are the costs to the peoples of the 
region. 

The biggest cost has been death, 
hunger and loss of confidence by the 
people of the region. The 
depoliticisation and demobilisation 
of the popular masses strengthened 
South African aggression. IMF 
destabilisation and devaluation of the 
return for labour complemented 
South African aggression in those 
countries which were not directly ad- * 
jacent to South Africa. These ex
periences culminating in the most re
cent escalation of the war must dic
tate what the people must be drawn 
into any programme to intensity the 
war. As the South Africans target 
new strategic targets such as Tazama 
and Tazara progressive forces need to 
elaborate the requirements of the 
struggle so that the war will not re
main the concern of states. 

Uftimately it is the states which will 
be best able to offer the kind of 
military support for the war but the 
support for the freedom fighters can
not only be based on support from 
the states, it has to be rooted in the 
workers, peasants, youth, women 
and pregressive forces from other 
classes. 

It is for these reasons that calls for 
a Pan African force and for sanctions 
must be explained to the people. 
Moreover it should be clarified what 
states in Africa should be allowed to 
participate in the Pan African force. 
It should be remembered that the 
most recent call for a Pan African 
defence force came not from Africa 
but from France to guard Western in
terests in Zaire. This means that the 
people need to be drawn into the re
quirements as they are to be drawn 
into the call for mandatory sanctions. 
For it is the vigilance of the people 
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which will ensure that Western im
perialism will not use these calls to 
seek to take the strategic initiative out 
of the hand of the people of South 
Africa and their armed freedom 
fighters. All the strategic thinkers in 
the West recognise the revolutionary 
situation of Southern Africa. The ex
pressed effort now is how to remove 
the Magnus Malan controlled 
Government of P.W. Botha in a way 
which preserves the rule of capital. 

Through disinformation the 
Western media has already sought to 
divert attention from the real causes 
and effects of the death of Machel. 
In Zimbabwe the youths and students 
have already given one indication of-
the depth of the anger of the people. 
Our task is to be able to control the 
anger so that our energies are not 
dissipated in spontaneous acts of 
grief and vengeance. 

In the first place it is the view of 
the Committee that while we support 
the call for sanctions we recognise 
that sanctions cannot cripple the 
regime and that the call for sanctions 
must be supplemented by intensified 
military support for those fighting in
side of South Africa. Already the 
alternative structures of popular 
power and a people's army have been 
growing in South Africa. 

Apartheid is being dismantled in 
the townships. It remains that the war 
be carried to the factories and to the 
comfortable white suburbs. This is 
the task of our comrades in arms who 
will carry foward the war as the most 
fitting tribute to Samora Machel and 
those who have died in the war to free 
Africa. 

The objective conditions of the 
crisis are clear. What is less clear are 
the subjective elements. How to 
organise the people? What are the 
most adequate forms to repoliticise 
the youths, workers and students of 
the region to intensify the struggle. 
Already the youths, workers and 
students of South Africa have iden
tified the problem beyond the ques
tion of race. They are fighting for de
cent wages, housing, proper and rele
vant education, health and safety 
conditions at work and democratic 
freedom. In all societies of Africa 
these questions are relevant. 

The Alternatives in Soutliern Africa 
Recently before his death President 

Samora Machel called for increased 
military aid for Mozambique to face 
the increased build tip. From South 
African bases in the Transvaal, from 
Malawi and from the sea the South 
Africans continue their plan to divide 
Mozambique and to remove the 
Frelimo leadership. Some states of 
the FLS especially those under IMF 
management and harsh condi-
tionalities equivocated and did not 
seriously consider the grave threats to 
Mozambique. The death of Samora 
Machel provides a challenge td dou
ble our efforts on all fronts, including 
increasing moral, material and 
political support for the peoples of 
Mozambique and the freedom 
fighters of South Africa and 
Namibia. We are either on the offen
sive or we are retreating behind the 
imperialist initiatives of shuttle 
diplomacy and measures to settle the 
question behind the glare of the 
people. 

The Committee calls for vigilance 
and for the people to recognise the 
victories so far even in the face of this 
tragedy. The most profound advance 
is in the growth of popular power in 
South Africa. There the masses, 
coupled with the untiring diplomatic 
efforts of the FLS have isolated the 
South Africans. Where is the con
structive Engagement" of Chester 
Crocker and the bullying tactics of 
the Reagan administration? Where is 
the total strategy of the Malan State 
Security Council? Where is the Con
stellation of States? Instead the 
desperation of the regime has led us 
to the present stage of the struggle. 
Even the big transnational corpora
tions of the USA are fleeing South 
Africa before the struggle there 
threatens capital internationally. This 
week three major transnationals of 
the USA, Coca Cola, General Motors 
and IBM pulled out of South Africa. 
This will lead to further acts of 
desperation by the racist regime. 

The Committee here renews the 
call for vigilance by reiterating the 
principal questions now before us. 
(1) It is now more urgent that the 

UN accepts its responsibility by 
implementing Resolution 435 of 
the Security Council of 1978. 

(2) There should be a complete with
drawal of South African troops 
in Angola and Namibia before 
any election in Namibia. 

(3) There should be no link between 
the independence , of Namibia 

and the presence of the Cuban 
internationalist t roops in 
Angola. 

(4) The Committee condemns the 
US support for Savimbi. This 
support is in fact a way for the 
US administration to give 
military and financial assistance 
to South Africa. Savimbi and 
UNITA does not have the 
military nor logistic capabilities 
to deal with the support offered 
by the USA. 

(5) That the South African regime 
and Western companies should 
pay reparations to the Societies 
damaged by the war 

(6) That the Committee calls for the 
release of Nelson Mandela and 
all political prisoners in South 
Africa and Namibia 

(7) The Committee calls for an end 
to the state of Emergency in 
South Africa. 

(8) That there should be increased 
military, diplomatic, political 
and material support for the 
ANC and SWAPO. 

In summing up our strengths and 
weaknesses we must see the dif
ferences between the short term task 
and the long term goals. Principally 
we should ensure that the present 
desperate war against Mozambique 
does not undermine the independence 
and sovereignty of the society. Now 
more than ever the dictum of Kwame 
Nkrumah is relevent: "No African 
country will be free as long as a single 
African territory is still held under 
colonial rule". i 

Africa and progressive humanity 
need to learn the concrete lessons of 
this tragedy. Samora Machel fought 
colonial and neo-colonial injustice, 
and for this reason Mozambique pro
vided material support for the war 
against Idi Amin. 

In this moment of grief we should 
take courage and organise to defend 
and consolidate the independence of 
Africa tb be better able to withstand 
the imperialist thrust to recolonise 
Africa and to prolong the life of 
white rule in Southern African. There 
is no better way to mourn Samora 
Machel than to organise and educate 
the workers, peasants and youths for 
the final push to victory. 
Do not mourn, organise 
Long live the Mozambican 
Revolution 
Africa must be free 
Foward with the self emancipation of 
the oppressed. 
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Southern Africa After the late 
President l\/lachel 

Cde. D i d y m u s M u t a s a 
S e c r e t a r y for 

E x t e r n a l Affairs 
T h e t r a g i c d e a t h o f t h e P r e s i d e n t 
o f M o z a m b i q u e h a s b e e n t h e 
w o r s t e v e n t i n S o u t h e r n A f r i c a . 
B l a m e f o r i t h a s b e e n p l a c e d o n 
t h e P r e t o r i a r e g i m e . N o o n e e v e r 
t h o u g h t t h a t i m p e r i a l i s m w o u l d 
g o a s f a r a s t o a s s a s s i n a t e a n a 
t i o n a l l e a d e r . T h e d e a t h s t u n n e d 
a n d s h o c k e d t h e f r o n t l i n e s t a t e s 
a n d m a k e s u s w o n d e r w h a t n e x t 
t o c o m e . B u t l i f e m u s t g o o n , 
a l b e i t w i t h o u t o u r l o v e d o n e s . A s 
w e t a k e s t o c k w e m u s t b e v i g i l a n t 
b e c a u s e i m p e r i a l i s m w i l l n o t 
s p a r e t h e l i v e s o f f r o n t l i n e 
l e a d e r s . 

I m p e r i a l i s m h a s g o n e o u t o f 
c o n t r o l a n d A f r i c a h a s s u f f e r e d 
t h e m o s t a n d l o n g e s t a t i t s 
h a n d s . I t s p e o p l e w e r e c a p t u r e d 
a n d t r a n s p o r t e d t o t h e C a r r i b e a n 
a n d U S A a s s l a v e s ; i t s t e r r i t o r i e s 
w e r e o c c u p i e d a n d p a r c e l l e d o u t 
t o o t h e r n a t i o n s a s c o l o n i e s a n d , 
n o w , i n a n e f f o r t t o e n t r e n c h a p a r 
t h e i d u n d e r t h e g u i s e o f s t a r v i n g 
o f f c o m m u n i s m , t h f e y h a v e 
s o u g h t t o d e s t a b l i z e a n y g o v e r n 
m e n t Of m o v e m e n t w i t h M a r x i s t -
L e n i n i s t l e a r n i n g s . T h e w o r s t 
v e s t i g e o f i m p e r i a l i s m i n 
S o u t h e r n A f r i c a i s a p a r t h e i d . I t r e -

, m a i n s t h e r o o t c a u s e o f a l l p r o 
b l e m s i n t h i s r e g i o n . 

B e f o r e t h e f a l l o f P o r t u g u e s e 
E a s t A f r i c a a n d R h o d e s i a i n t o t h e 
h a n d s o f t h e i n d i g e n o u s p e o p l e , 
S o u t h A f r i c a h a d a g r a n d d e s i g n 
o f c r e a t i n g s a t e l l i t e s t a t e s — t h e 
C o n s t e l l a t i o n o f S o u t h e r n A f r i c a 
S t a t e s — e m b o d y i n g t h e B a n -
t u s t a n s , M o z a m b i q u e a n d 
R h o d e s i a . T h i s g r a n d d e s i g n w a s 
t h w a r t e d b y t h e f r o n t l i n e s t a t e s ' 
a s s i s t a n c e t o t h e l i b e r a t i o n 
m o v e m e n t s , t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f 
i n d e p e n d e n t s t a t e s o f M o z a m b i -

Comiade DJdymus Mutasa 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs 

q u e a n d Z i m b a b w e a n d t h e c r e a 
t i o n o f S A D C C . S o u t h A f r i c a h a s 
n o t y e t g i v e n u p t h e i d e a , a n d t h e 
i m p o s i t i o n o f s a n c t i o n s b y t h e i n 
t e r n a t i o n a l c o m m u n i t y c o m p e l s 
S o u t h A f r i c a t o r e s o r t t o t h e s a m e 
d e s i g n u s i n g w o r s e m e t h o d s 
s u c h a s a s s a s s i n a t i o n s a n d h e l p 
i n g t h e M N R b a n d i t s t o b l o c k t h e 
B e i r a C o r r i d o r . T h e b l o c k i n g o f 
t h e c o r r i d o r w o u l d , t h e y h o p e , a t 
b e s t , m e a n t h a t Z i m b a b w e w o u l d 
c o n t i n u e t o c o n d u c t i t s t r a d e 
t h r o u g h t h e S o u t h A f r i c a n r o u t e s . 
A t w o r s t , i t w o u l d m e a n a c h a n g e 
o f g o v e r n m e n t i n M o z a m b i q u e , 
t h e e n c o u r a g e m e n t o f d i s s i d e n t s 
i n Z i m b a b w e . T h i s , a s t h e P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r s a i d , s h o u l d n e v e r h a p 
p e n a n d s h o u l d b e s t o p p e d a t a l l 
c o s t s . 

I n i t s e f f o r t s t o p r o m o t e a p a r 
t h e i d , t h e P r e t o r i a r e g i m e h a s 
e s t a b l i s h e d i t s d e v i l ' s a r m s i n t h e 
f o r m o f M N R a n d U N I T A . T h e s e 
b a n d i t o r g a n i s a t i o n s a r e n o t 
t h e r e b y a c c i d e n t . T h e y a r e t h e r e 
f o r t h e s o l e p u r p o s e o f f r u s t r a t i n g 
t h e s u c c e s s o f t h e M P L A a n d 
F R E L I M O g o v e r n m e n t s s i m p l y 
b e c a u s e t h o s e g o v e r n m e n t s w e r e 
e s t a b l i s h e d t h r o u g h t h e l i b e r a 
t i o n e f f o r t s o f t h e i r o w n p e o p l e , 
a n d t h e i r l e a d e r s , w i t h m u t u a l 
S o v i e t a s s i s t a n c e . T h e s a m e 
g o e s f o r S W A P O . T h e r e i s n o 

v a l i d r e a s o n w h y S W A P O s h o u l d 
n o t h a v e e s t a b l i s h e d a g o v e r n 
m e n t i n N a m i b i a o t h e r t h a n t h a t 
i m p e r i a l i s t s d o n o t w i s h t o s e e i t 
c o m e i n t o b e i n g . O n l y t h e e n d o f 
a p a r t h e i d w i l l e n s u r e s t a b i l i t y a n d 
a S o u t h e r n A f r i c a d e v o i d o f i m 
p e r i a l i s t b a n d i t r y , b e c a u s e , t h e n , 
t h e M N R a n d U N I T A w i l l n o t h a v e 
t h e v i t a l s u p p o r t t h e y a r e g e t t i n g 
f r o m t h e P r e t o r i a r e g i m e . 

Imperialism is anti-
Progressive 

Governments 
M a l a w i h ias n o t s u f f e r e d f r o m e f 
f e c t i v e c o n t r a m o v e m e n t s 
b e c a u s e i t h a s c o - o p e r a t e d w i t h 
S o u t h A f r i c a a n d i m p e r i a l i s m . F o r 
r e a s o n s b e s t k n o w n t o h i m s e l f . 
D r . K . B a n d a r e m a i n e d o u t o f t h e 
f r o r K l i n e s t a t e s a n d b l i n d t o t h e 
s u f f e r i n g o f m a n y o f h i s c o u n 
t r y m e n w o r k i n g i n S o u t h A f r i c a . 

T h e a s s i s t a n c e g i v e n b y t h e 
s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s t o l i b e r a t i o n 
m o v e m e n t s a n d g o v e r n m e n t s i n 
A f r i c a h a s b e e n i n r e s p o n s e t o r e 
q u e s t s b y t h e s e b o d i e s . I m 
p e r i a l i s t s h a v e n o t r e s p o n d e d 
p o s i t i v e l y t o t h e s a m e r e q u e s t s . 
T h e y h a v e w a i t e d t o s e e w h i c h 
s i d e t h e S o v i e t U n i o n s u p p o r t s , 
a f t e r w h i c h t h e y s u p p o r t t h e o p 
p o s i t e s i d e o r c r e a t e a n o p p o s i n g 
g r o u p . T h i s n e g a t i v e , a n t i - A f r i c a n 
a n d a n t i - s o c i a l i s t a t t i t u d e o f t h e 
i m p e r i a l i s t s i s t h e c a u s e o f t h e 
d i f f i c u l t i e s f a c i n g t h e S o u t h e r n 
A f r i c a n r e g i o n , b e c a u s e w h e r e 
t h e s o c i a l i s t s h a v e m a d e o n e 
p o s i t i v e m o v e , t h e i m p e r i a l i s t s 
h a v e t a k e n a n u m b e r o f n e g a t i v e 
a n d b a c k w a r d s t e p s a n d A f r i c a n s 
h a v e s u f f e r e d . T h e e x a m p l e s o f 
t h i s a t t i t u d e a r e e n d l e s s . W h e n 
t h e S o v i e t s h e l p e d M P L A a n d 
F R E L I M O t o f r e e t h e m s e l v e s 
f r o m P o r t u g u e s e f o r c e s a n d n o w 
t h e y p u b l i c l y a i d M N R a n d U N I T A 
b a n d i t s . W h y d i d t h e y n o t h e l p 
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F R E L I M O a n d M P L A 
m o v e m e n t s ? W h y f o r i n s t a n c e d b 
t h e y s o v e r e i g n s t a t e o f A n g o l a . 
W h y d i d t h e W o r l d A n t i -
C o m m u n i s t L e a g u e i n v i t e b a n d i t 
R e n a m o ' s E u r o p e a n R e p r e s e n 
t a t i v e , A r m a n d o G u m b e , t o t h e 
E u r o p e a n C o n f e r e n c e i n L u x -
e m b e r g ? ( S e e New Stateman 30 
October, .1986). W h y i s A m e r i c a 
w i t h h o l d i n g a i d p l e d g e d t o Z i m 
b a b w e ? T h e a n s w e r t o t h e s e 
q u e s t i o n s i s o b v i o u s . T h e y d o n o t 
w a n t t o s e e a s t r o n g a n d f r e e 
S o u t h e r n A f r i c a l e d b y t h e s t r o n g 
m e n l i k e t h e l a t e M a c h e l a n d o u r 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r C o m r a d e M u g a b e , 
t h e P r e s i d e n t a n d 1 s t S e c r e t a r y 
o f Z A N U ( P F ) . 

T h e d e a t h o f C o m r a d e M a c h e l 
w a s n o v i c t o r y f o r t h e i m p e r i a l i s t 
a n d r e a c t i o n a r y f o r c e s . I t w a s 
m e a n t t o d e a l a h e a v y b l o w t o 
M o z a m b i c a n e f f o r t s t o w i p e o u t 
t h e M N R . M o z a m b i q u e w a s n o t 
t h r o w n i n t o t h e s t a t e o f p a r a l y s i s 
w h i c h t h e M N R w a s h o p i n g t o 
t a l < e a d v a n t a g e o f a n d c a p t u r e 
m o r e M o z a m b i c a n l a n d . T h e 
M o z a m b i c a n s b e h a v e d c a l m l y 
a n d w o n d e r f u l l y w e l l a n d h a v e 
s h o w n t h e d i s c i p l i n e t h a t c a n o n 
l y a p p l y a m o n g a s o c i a l i s t l e a d e r 
s h i p . T h e i r e x a m p l e s h o u l d b e 
c o p i e d e v e r y w h e r e i n t h i s r e g i o n . 

L i l ^ e w i s e t h e d e a t h o f M a c h e l 
h a s n o t a n d w i l l n o t s t o p o r s t i f l e 
t h e e f f o r t s o f t h e f r o n t l i n e s t a t e s 
t o w a r d s e r a d i c a t i n g o p p r e s s i o n 
a n d b a n d i t r y i n t h e r e g i o n . C o m 
r a d e M a c h e l h a d b e e n a n i m p o r 
t a n t p a r t o f t h a t m a c h i n e r y . H i s 
s u c c e s s o r , C o m r a d e C h i s s a n o , 
h a s q u i c k l y s t e p p e d i n t o h i s p o s i 
t i o n a n d , t o g e t h e r w i t h h i s 
f r o n t l i n e c o l l e a g u e s , w i l l c o n 
t i n u e t h e n o b l e e f f o r t s o f s t o p p 
i n g a p a r t h e i d f r o m s p r e a d i n g 
n o r t h a n d s o u t h o f t h e L i m p o p o . 
T h e c o l l e c t i v e l e a d e r s h i p o f t h e 
f r o n t l i n e s t a t e s h a s d e m o n 
s t r a t e d t h a t u n i t e d t h e s t a t e s 
s h a l l s t a n d . T h e u n i t y o f t h e s e 
s t a t e s b o r n o u t o f s u f f e r i n g a n d 
s o c i a l i s m i s a c l e a r d e m o n s t r a 
t i o n o f t h e v a l u e o f u n i t y n a t i o n a l 
l y a n d i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y . T h e 
p r e s e i i c e o f a l l f r o n t l i n e l e a d e r s 
a t M a c h e l ' s f u n e r a l w a s a c o n 
c r e t e v i s i o n o f t h a t u n i t y a n d a r e 
a s s u r a n c e o f g o o d l e a d e r s h i p o f 
t h e s e s t a t e s . 

C o m r a d e M u g a b e s a i d w e s h a l l 

f i g h t t o t h e l a s t m a n I n d e f e n c e 
o f o u r h a r d w o n s o v e r e i g n t y . A n d 
s o w e s h a l l . S o d i d M a c h e l a n d s o 
s h a l l t h e b l a c k p e o p l e o f 
S o u t h e r n A f r i c a . 

T h e d e a t h o f C o m r a d e S a m o r a 
M a c h e l w i l l s t r e n g t h e n t h e 
r e s o l v e o f t h e p e a c e f u l p e o p l e o f 
S o u t h e r n A f r i c a t o s t o p t h e h a t e , 
r u t h l e s s n e s s a n d b a n d i t r y 
b r o u g h t t o t h i s r e g i o n b y i m 
p e r i a l i s m . A t t i m e s o n e w o n d e r s 
w h e t h e r w e p r a y t h e s a m e G o d a s 
t h e W h i t e S o u t h A f r i c a n s . 
P e r h a p s n o t b e c a u s e t h e i r g o d i s 
a p a r t h e i d ? S o u t h e r n A f r i c a c o u l d 
b e o n e o f t h e s t r o n g e s t e c o n o m i c 
r e g i o n s i n t h e w o r l d i f t h e m i n o r i 
t y S o u t h A f r i c a n r e g i m e c o u l d 
b e h a v e l i k e r e s p o n s i b l e h u m a n 
b e i n g s a n d n o t a s m a d b e a s t s 
a n d c o - o p e r a t e w i t h i t s o w n 
c i t i z e n s t o e n d a p a r t h e i d . T h e 
r e g i m e h a s s h o w n t h e w o r s t o f 
W e s t e r n C h r i s t i a n c i v i l i z a t i o n — 
a c i v i l i z a t i o n b u i l t o n s u f f e r i n g 
a n d t h e s p i l l i n g o f e n o r m o u s 
q u a n t i t i e s o f i n n o c e n t b l o o d . A 
c i v i l i z a t i o n b u i l t o n t h e o p p r e s 
s i o n o f f e l l o w c i t i z e n s a n d 
t r e a t i n g f e l l o w h u m a n b e i n g s f a r 
m u c h w o r s e t h a n c a t s a n d d o g s . 
I f t h a t i s t h e f o r m o f l i f e t h e y w a n t 
u s t o f o l l o w — t h e t y p e o f g o d 

t h e y w a n t u s t o p r a y — t h e n t h e y 
c a n k e e p h i m , t h a n k y o u v e r y 
m u c h a n d w e s h a l l n o t h e s i t a t e t o 
f i n d n e w f r i e n d s a n d t o c h a r t b e t 
t e r l i v e s f o r o u r p e o p l e . 

O n e w o n d e r s w h e n t h e i m -
p e r i a l i e t s w i l l l e a r n t o b e h u m a n . 
L e t t h e m m a k e n o m i s t a k e . 
S o u t h e r n A f r i c a c o u l d p o s e f o r 
t h e m a s i t u a t i o n w o r s e t h a n V i e t 
n a m . T h e s o n s a n d d a u g h t e r s o f 
t h i s S o u t h e r n A f r i c a n s o i l s h a l l 
b e t h e i r o w n r u l e r s w h e t h e r t h e 
i m p e r i a l i s t s l i k e i t o r n o t . M o z a m 
b i q u e w a s b o r n o u t o f T a n z a n i a 
a n d Z i m b a b w e o u t o f t h e s e t w o 
c o u n t r i e s . T h e w i s d o m o f f o r m e r 
P r e s i d e n t N y e r e r e , t h e c o u r a g e o f 
t h e l a t e P r e s i d e n t M a c h e l a n d t h e 
u p r i g h t l e a d e r s h i p o f P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r M u g a b e a r e a t t r i b u t e s 
t h a t t h e p e o p l e o f t h i s r e g i o n w i l l 
n o t e a s i l y f o r g e t c o m e w h a t m a y . 
M a n y n e w l y b o r n c h i l d r e n s h a l l 
b e g i v e n t h e s e l e a d e r s ' n a m e s t o 
c a r r y i n t o p o s t e r i t y . T h e s u c 
c e s s f u l o c c a s i o n o f t h e N o n 
A l i g n e d M o v e m e n t S u m m i t i s a 
m i l e s t o n e i n t h e h i s t o r y o f 
S o u t h e r n A f r i c a . O u r f r i e n d s 
c a m e , S a w a n d u n d e r s t o o d o u r 
s i t u a t i o n . T h e y w i l l h e l p a t o u r 
t i m e o f n e e d . W e s h a l l o v e r c o m e , 
A l u t a C o n t i n u a l 

The Guillotine strikes at the Press in RSA 
The racist regime in South Africa has 
imposed press censorship oVer news 
relating to the liberation struggle of 
the oppressed, exploited and 
dispossessed in that country. The 
sweeping curbs on news reporting 
comes at a time when the resistance 
movement has announced campaigns 
of positiye action against selected 
targets in the economic war against 
the white oppressors generally. The 
racist deputy minister of information, 
Stoffel van der Merwe, said that the 
curbs cover "all sorts of resistance to 
the government" and added that he 
would not be surprised "if black stu
dent strikes, work stoppages and rent 
boycotts were included in the fairly 
wide regulations to be issued under 
the six-month state of emergency". 

This move, on the part of the racist 
regime, is nothing new and, on the 

countrary, it is the culminating point 
of P.W. Botha's TOTAL STRA
TEGY which was partly to be carried 
out through the mass media which 
had allowed itself to become subser
vient to military control. It may be 
recalled that BOTHA became 
premier,in the wake of a political 
scandal involving the state informa
tion department whose programme 
was based on the slogan "a pro
paganda war in which no rules 
count". The 1978 MULDERGATE 
SCANDAL helped to unveil the 
murky ways of the racist regime. It 
became patently clear at the time that 
the whole social system would be per
manently adapted to the purpose of 
TOTAL WAR when Botha demand
ed the "assistance of the press" to 
achieve his ends. 

One of the fir»t things Botha did 



then was to appoint a six-man com
mission df inquiry into press repor
ting^ on police and defence issues and 
directedit to recommend appropriate 
press legislation. The commission 
proposed "tighter control through 
the cooperation of the press backed 
by sanctions of harsh legislation". 
BOTHA was not satisfied with the 
recommendations and appointed a 
second commission which he charg
ed with a wider mandate to look in
to whether or not the conduct and 
handling of issues by the mass media 
met national needs and interests and, 
if not, how these could be improved. 
The second report recommended en-

. forced controls on local journalists 
through legislation which required 
them to register with a governing 
body which also administered a code 
of conduct. Offending journalists 
coujd be fined or disqualified from 
the profession. However the 
NEWSPAPER OWNERS decided 
instead to establish a newspaper wat
chdog to discipline their own jour
nalists. This is how the MEDIA 
COUNCIL was born. 

Chickens Coming Home 
to Roost 

The BOTHA racist regime followed 
this up by appointing the RABIE 
COMMISSION on security legisla
tion which subsequently recommend
ed to the regime to "prohibit the 
passing of information that may be 
useful to illegal organisations" for 

, the purpose of "Meeting the criticism 
on the disclosure of information 
which could directly or indirectly be 
useful to an enemy". The commis
sion also recommended extension of 
the ability to hold a secret trial where 
the security of the state was affected 
and to include cases which could pre
judice state interests internationally. 
It also recommended that banned 
organisations be regarded as 
HOSTILE and that the state presi
dent be empowered to declare any 
such organisations operating abroad 
as ENEMIES OF THE STATE. The 
rationale behind the proposals was 
said to be "the disturbing aspect of 
the situation brought about by the 
fact thatt there are often reports in 
certain newspapers which could leave 
tile public with an undesirable im
pression of sympathy for hostile 
organisations and their activities". 

" PRESS saw nothing wrong with such 
a blatant piece of censorship and 
made no protest and now the 
chickens are conning home to roost. 
There were already more than 200 
obnoxious pieces of legislation in the 
South African Statute Book when 
BOTHA became racist premier and 
these included 27 which specifically 
made inroads on the freedom to 
publish. The BOTHA regime, 
however, enacted several others 
which actiially put the country under 
martial law. These are: 
The Advocate-General's Act which 
prevents reporting on allegations of 
state corruption; » 
The Petroleimi Products Amendment 
Act which makes it an offence to 
report on petroleum products ac
quired for, or produced in. South 
Africa; 

The National Supplies Procurement 
Act which allows the regime to pro
hibit the disclosure of any informa
tion relating to goods and services; 
The National Keypoints Act which 
-prohibits unauthorised reports of in
cidents occurring at strategic 
installations; 
The Inquest Amendment Act which 
silences the press on 'unnatural' 
deaths of detainees while they are 
under investigation or interogation by 
the police; ^ 
The Police Amendment Act of 1979 
which empowers police and defence 
forces to operate anywhere in the 
world and prohibits newspapers from 
publishing "untrue matters" about 
the armed forces; and 
The 1980 Police Amendment Act 
which places a blanket ban on infor
mation about people arrested or dfe-
tained for security Veasons and for
bids all reports about police or army 
actions against nationalist guerrillas. 

The LIBERAL AND FOREIGN The above evidence simply goes to 

show that the employment of censor
ship or sactions against its political 
rivals, and particularly those which 
have been declared HOSTILE 
ENEMIES OF THE STATE, has 
long been part of the brutal weapon 
at the disposal of successive white 
minority regimes in South Africa at 
home and in the neighbourhpod. The 
earlier delay of oil supplies to, and 
withdrawal of railway locomotives 
from, the Republic of Zimbabwe 
easily come to mind, followed by 
blockage of Communications and 
supplies to land-locked LESOTHO 
as well as the recent attempts to app
ly the ̂ aroe tactics on goods and sup
plies to Zambia and Zimbabwe are 
part of the cat-and-mouse game of 
the racist regime in Southern Africa. 

Holding its Victims to 
Ransom 

Internally the racist regime has three 
kinds of laws that serve the sanctions 



pui'pose and hold its victims to ran
som. These are banning and banish
ment laws, those curtailing lawful 
political protest, and laws of deten
tion without trial. The first category 
authorises the regime to ban or 
banish individuals by administrative 
action. There is neither social 
recourse nor legal redress for such 
victims. In the second category we 
find laws shich forbid normal 
political activity and lay down heavy 
penalties for commiting acts aimed at 
fundamental political, economic or 
social change. The third consists of 
laws for the detention of persons 
without trial for interrogation until 
they have satisfactorily answered 
questions put to them by their in
quisitors, if not to put them out of 
circulation politically. The most 
brutal cases of physical and mental 
torture and murder have taken place 
while persons arte held incom
municado under these laws. While 
the racist regime may see these laws 
as instruments to hurt or silence its 
political rivals the Dutch Reformed 
Church in South Africa has finally 
admitted that to raise religious 
arguments in support of apartheid 
and all its known consquences was a 
serious mistake which caused pain, 
sorrow and bitferness. 

The political basis of these sanc
tions laws has not been to stop vic
tims from doing what is basically 
wrong or unlawful but to avoid 
upsetting the master-servant relations 
between black and white. Their pur
pose was to stop what is correct and 
normal in the natural scheme of 

things and there by let white perfidy 
go by default. 

In terms of these laws it is a 
statutory offence to advocate govern
ment based on universal adult suf
frage in South Africa; it is a criminal 
offence to organise forceful persua
sion such as boycott or strike action 
t"o seek social or legal redress; ij. is a 
statutory offence to seek lawful 
change iri the political, economic, in
dustrial or social spheres of life; it is 
unlawful to oppose white domination 
or national oppressidn or local and 
foreign economic exploitation. 

Africans are not allowed to 
disagree with apartheid otherwise 
they are declared commimists and the 
regim^ is empowered to brutally sup
press communism. Those declared 
communists are not allowed to speak 
to other people or with each other. 
They are not allowed visitors and are 
not allowed to visit anyone. They 
cannot leave their homes without of
ficial permission. They are not allow
ed to work and when this is grudg
ingly done they are subjected to a 
whole range of impossible 
conditions. 

A man, whom the racist regime 
declared a CQmmunist, asked for of
ficial permission to seek work f<(>llow-
ing his release from prison. He was 
told, among other things, that he was 
not allowed to work in a factory 
where he had worked before im
prisonment. In order to observe the 
terms of his banning order he asked 
the police to tell him who he could 
work for. He was advised that he 
could work for a building contractor. 

He duly applied for a position m one 
such enterprise and "was hired. He 
was arrested, in due course, while 
working there and was charged with 
violating his banning order. In court 
he was found guilty as charged on the 
ground that he had failed to exercise 
the high degree of vigilance required 
of banned persons, to find out 
whether or not, in terms of the law, 
the premises of his employer con
stituted a factory. 

The internal sanctions programme 
is very extensive. The laws are often 
invoked to prohibit meetings at which 
"more than ten 'natives' are present" 
unless official permission was obtain
ed in advance. To take part in a pro
hibited meeting includes "sitting on 
a stone near the meeting place" as 
one court judgement indicated. The 
officers of the regime are empowered 
to prevent the holding of an 
uiiauthorised meeting and to 
disperse, by force if necessary, those 
who are unlawfully gathered. 

To cause an official to disperse 
unlawfully gathered persons is an of
fence in its own right and the law 
must further brutalise the already 
brutalised. It is unlawful to utter or 
write a subversive statement, that is, 
a statement that is considered subver
sive to the regime's authority or in
tegrity. It is an offence to laugh while 
an officer is questioning you. You 
may be treating him with contempt, 
disrespect or ridicule. It is an offence 
to fail to accord an officer respect or 
obedience. It is an offence to make 
an o/ficial think one is lookingat him 
with scorn or insolence. 

11-Year Old Enemies 
The racist regime takes delight in por
traying itself as the most stable socie
ty on earth in spite of the fierce social 
conflict at home and severe censure 
from abroad. It is able to do this 
through a vicious machinery of legal, 
physical and psychological repression 
which fiagrantly violates the whole 
gamut of human rights and fun
damental freedoms and violently 
denies the people of Azania and 
Namibia their national right of self-
determination. It is in these cir
cumstances that hundreds of 11 to 15 
years old chifdren are being detained 
under the state of emergency impos
ed in June. 1986. That is ^ho why the 
regime i^as now given the MEDIA 
COUNCIL enhanced powers and 
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control over newspapers that operate 
independently of the collaborating 
NEWSPAPER OWNERS. That is 
how Stoffel van der Merwe can 
bluntly say that "the aim (of the 
sweeping curbs on news) is to 
establish a democratic system and not 
a totalitarian one". 

It will be interesting to see how the 
NEWSPAPER PRESS UNION of 
owners and publishers reacts to the 
new curbs on news reporting. The 
press executives agreed three years 
ago to form the MEDIA COUNCIL 
as a self-policing mechanism by way 
of compromise to avoid direct cen
sorship by the racist regime. P.W. 
BOTHA told them recently that their 
disciplinary mechanism "needed 
pepping-up" . The MEDIA 
WORKER'S ASSOCIATION OF 
SOUTH AFRICA, a union of black 
journalists, has reacted by "restating 
its belief that the demands of the op
pressed and exploited are not a co
ordinated revolutionary onslaught" 
and that they themselves are a 
creative and resourceful people who 
will find ways of getting and 
disseminating information. This posi
tion corresponds to that of the Pan 
Africanist Congress (PAC) of Azania 
iĵ  similar circumstances. "We were 
not built by the press and will not be 
destroyed by the press". The ra
tionale behind the slogan was the 
futility of politicking by looking for 
legal and other loopholes to bypass 

After the attainment of our in
dependence, a new informaition 
policy predicated on the national 
policy of reconciliation had to be 
formulated. The major task was 
to democratise all mass com
munication institution and bring 

racial despotism instead of mounting 
programmes of positive action aim
ed at breachjng the chain of white 
domination at its weakest link and 
thus bring about fundamental change 
to the whole social system. 

It is not generally known that the 
GUILLOTINE, as we know it today, 
was invented by a Freijch doctor 
from whom it got its name, who was 
so disgusted by the crude and cruel 
manner in which hisi compatriots 
were executed, that he went against 
his professional code of conduct 
which required doctors'to prolong 
life as much as possible by all means, 
and invented a piece of machinery 
capable of bringing life to the 

communication facilities and ser
v ices to the m a s s e s of the 
people. 

The raison d'etre behind this 
was that all communications 
media had to reflect the new 
order and serve the interests of 

quickest possible end. We cannot 
reform the social system in South 
Africa and can only destroy it but to 
expect the establi^ment to go against 
its own logic is to play their cat-and-
mouse game. The racist regime can 
only finally isolate itself by its draco-
nian measures and, in the present in
ternational mood, it remains to be 
seen what issues of contact and com
munication remain between racist 
South Africa and its friends in the in
ternational community. Our struggle, 
on the other hand, instead of being 
isolated by press censorship; can on
ly gather greater momentum at home 
and abroad. 

communication systems are being com
puterised In the rural areas to facfntates 
smooth flow of information between the 
rural and urban centres. Comrade Nathan 
Shamuyarifa tests the efficiency of one of 
the exchanges in the Gokwe area 

Communication Systems to 
Serv0 National Interests 
T h e i n f o r m a t i o n p o l i c y i n Z i m b a b w e is c o g n i s a n t of t h e c o u n 
try's s o c i a l i s t o r d e r . I t i s o n t h i s s o c i a l i s t t h r u s t t h a t t h 4 ' c o m 
m u n i c a t i o n p o l i c y is c e n t r e d o n . I n h e r a d d r e s s t o t h e P A N A 
c o n f e r e n c e h e l d r e c e n t l y i n Gaborone^, B o t s w a n a r e c e n t l y , C o m 
r a d e N a o m i N h i w a t i w a , t h e D e p u t y M i n i s t e r of I n f o r m a t i o n , 
P o s t s a n d T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s , a n d A d n y n i s t r a t i v e S e c r e t a r y 
i n ' t h e W o m e n ' s L e a g u e o u t l i n e d G o v e r n m e n t p o l i c y o n t h e n a 
t i o n a l m e d i a . F o l l o w i n g i s p a r t of h e r s p e e c h . 



a l l t h e p e o p l e o f t h e c o u n t r y a n d 
ROt s e c t a r i a n o n e s . 

T h e i h i m e d i a t e o b j e c t i v e s o f 
the n e w i n f o r m a t i o n p o i i c y w e r e : 

I) t o r a i s e t h e i e v e l o f n a t i o n a l 
p o n s c i o u s n e s s o f a l i t h e p e o 
p l e o f Z i m b a b w e s o t h a t t h e y 
a r e p r o u d o f t h e i r n a t i o n . T h e 
m e d i a h a s a c r u c i a l r o l e t o 
p l a y i n t h i s p r o c e s s o f c o n s -
c i e n t i s i n g p e o p l e t o b e a w a r e 
o f t h e m s e l v e s , t h e i r n a t i o n 
a n d t h e i r c u l t u r a l e n v i r o n 
m e n t ; 

I I ) t o c o n s o l i x J a t e j o u r i n d e p e 
n d e n c e a n d d e f e n d t h e g a i n s 
o f t h e r e v o l u t i o n ; 

i i l ) t o p o r t r a y t h e n e w s o c i o 
e c o n o m i c o r d e r a n d p r o 
p a g a t e t h e n e w s o c i a l i s t 
I d e o l o g y ; 

i v ) t o r e m o v e v e s t i g e s o f r a c i s m 
a n d c o l o n i a l i s m . 

T h e a i m o f t h e s e p o l i c y o b j e c 
t i v e s w a s t o p r o m o t e r a c i a l h a r 
m o n y , c o - o p e r a t i o n a n d n a t i o n a l 
u n i t y . T h e G o v e r n m e n t w a s c o m 
m i t t e d t o t h e c r e a t i o n o f f r e e a n d 
I n d e p e n d e n t c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
m e d i a , a c c e s s i b l e t o e v e r y o n e 
a n d , o r i e n t e d a n d r e s p o n s i v e t o 
the n e e d s a n d i n t e r e s t s o f a l l s e c 
t o r s o f t h e w h o l e s o c i e t y . I t w a s 
c o m m i t t e d t o t h e f r e e f l o w o f i n 
f o r m a t i o n , w i t h i n t h e c o u n t r y , 
f r e e f r o m a n y b i a s a n d d i s t o r 
t i o n s . I t t h e r e f o r e w e l c o m e d 
c r i t i c i s m o n t h e r a d i o , t e l e v i s i o n 
a n d I n t h e p r e s s f r o m a l l s e c t o r s 
a s p a r t o f d e b a t e a n d d i a l o g u e s o 
n e c e s s a r y t o b u i l d i n g a n e w n a 
t i o n . T h e i m m e d i a t e a n d l o n g -
t e r m o b j e c t i v e s h e r e w e r e : 

i) t o m o b i l i s e p e o p l e t o p a r 
t i c i p a t e i n d e v e l o p m e n t p r o 
j e c t s a n d p r o g r a m m e s ; a n d 

l i ) t o c o m m u n i c a t e G o v e r n m e n t 
p o l i c i e s a n d p r o g r a m m e s t o 
t h e m a s s e s a n d g e t t i n g f e e d 
b a c k t o t h e m a s s e s ' r e a c t i o n 
t o t h e s e . T h e m e d i a h a d t o 

. g e n e r a t e d i a l o g u e b e t w e e n 
t h e G o v e r n m e n t a n d t h e p e o 
p l e . I t h a d t h u s t o b e s p r e a d 
t o c o v e r t h e f o u r c o r n e r s o f 
Z i m b a b w e . 

The Media's Growttv 
D i a l o g u e b e t w e e n t h e G o v e r n 
m e n t a n d t h e m a s s e s o r m a k i n g 
c o m r h u n i c a t i o n s y s t e m s a v a i l 
a b l e t o t h e r h a s s e s m e a n s 
n a t u r a l l y t h a t t h e s y s t e m s h a v e t o 

To be a nurse Is her itope, infoimatton is vHal to futftt tier dasirad goal. The Minister 
of Infwmallon, Posts wid Teteconununicatlons, Comrede Nathan Shamuyartra, accom
panied by his Deputy Comrade Naomi Nhlwatiwa recently toured dokwe to assess 
how welithe niral telephone system Is serving the needs of the people 

i s t o c o n t r i b u t e t o w a r d s n a t i o n -
b u i l d i n g t h e n w e m u s t e n s u r e 
t h a t a m a j o r i t y o f o u r p e o p l e i n 
t h e r u r a l a r e a s h a v e a t l e a s t a 
r a d i o r e c e i v e r . C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
C e n t r e s a r e a l l r i g h t b u t w h a t 
p e r c e n t a g e o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n 
w o u l d t h e y s e r v e ? M a y b e w e 
o u g h t t o b e t h i n k i n g o f v i l l a g e 
r a d i o c e n t r e s . 

g r o w ; t h e y n a v e t o s p r e a d o u t t o 
a l l t h e r u r a l a r e a s t o s e r v e t h e 
p e o p l e t h e r e . I n r e a l t e r m s , 
g r o w t h h a s t a k e n t h e f o r m o f : 
i ) t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f r u r a l i n 

f o r m a t i o n o f f i c e s a n d d e p l o y 
m e n t o f o f f i c e r s t h r o u g h o u t 
Z i m b a b w e ; 

i i ) p l a n s t o e s t a b l i s h c o m 
m u n i c a t i o n c e n t r e s ; 

Hi ) e x t e n s i o n o f t e l e c o m m u n i c a 
t i o n s e r v i c e s i n t o r u r a l a r e a s 
a n d a u t o m a t i s a t i o n o f r u r a l 
e x c h a n g e s a n d p r o v i s i o n o f 
m o r e l i n e s ; 

i v ) o t h e r p r o j e c t s i n t h e u r b a n 
a r e a s t o i m p r o v e t e l e c o m 
m u n i c a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s , e . g 
d i g i t a l i s a t i o n , r e - e q u i p p i n g 
e t c . 

i ^ j ^ a v e r , m o s t o f t h e q j r a l pepf-
e p i e d o n o t ' o w n r a d i o a n d t e l e v i -

^ s i o p s e t s a n d t h e n e a f 4 | i s t 
t e l ^ t ^ o n e r e m a i n s . ~ % o m e 

§ k i l o m e t r e s a w a y . T h i s b e i f l g - ^ h e 
q a s e l h o w e f f e c t i v e c a n t h e l i e w 
i n f o r m a t i o n p o l i c y b e irt . n a t t f m -

^ i k J i n g ? T o w h a t e x t e n t c m i t 
c o n t r i b u t e o n I t s o w n t o t l r f s ^ x -

w i t h o u t p o s i t i v e c o n t r i t j u : 
i i o n s f r o m p o l i t i c i a n s ? ( T h e r t f f a i 
^ r e s s h a s n p t h a d s u c p e s i . ^ 
d ^ s o w e c a n n o t c o n s i d e r f r a 
f4ffifn 

r g i i m e n t h e r e I s t h a t i f o u r p o l i c y 

T h e E u r o p e a n p o p u l a t i o n h e r e 
h a v e n o t g r o w n o u t o f t h e i r c o n 
d i t i o n i n g b y t h e R F r e g i m e . I t i s 
d o u b t f u l w h e t h e r t h e y b e l i e v e 
w h a t t h e y s e e I n t h e p r e s s o r 
l i s t e n t o t h e r a d i o a n d t e l e v i s i o n . 
R a d i o O n e w h i c h c a t e r s t o m o s t 
Of t h e m h a s t r a n s f o r m e d , y e s , b u t 
l i s t e n i n g t o i f o n e c o u l d b e l i s f t e n -
i n g t o a B r i t i s h s t a t i o n . A s f o r 
R a d i o T h r e e , o n e c a n t r a n s p l a n t 
i t i n t h e U S o r U K a n d i t w o u l d f i t 
i n v e r y w e l l . T h e s e m a y b e 
g e n e r a l i s e d o b s e r v a t i o n s b u t 
t h e r e i s t r u t h i n t h e m , t h a t i s , t h a t 
R a d i o s O n e a n d T h r e e a r e n o t 
p l a y i n g t h e r o l e o f r e - o r i e n t i n g 
s o m e s e c t o r s o f o u r s o c i e t y ; t h a t 
i s b e i n g d o n e b y R a d i o T w o , b u t 
t h e r e a g a i n a t t i n n e s i t i s 
p r e a c h i n g t o ' t h e c o n v e r t e d ; 

I n f o r m a t i o n i s v i t a l i n a n y 
d e v e l o p m e n t p r o c e s s a n d m a n y 
o t h e r w i s e s o u n d d e v e l o p m e n t 
p r o j e c t s h a v e f a i l e d . l a r g e l y 



b e c a u s e o f l a c k o f v i t a l I n f o r m a 
t i o n a t c r i t i c a l s t a g e s o f d e s i g n 
a n d i m p l e m e n t a t i o n . T h e s a d p a r t 
o f t h i s f a c t i s t h a t i n m a n y c a s e s 
t h e i n f o r m a t i o n i s a v a i l a b l e b u t 
n o t a c c e s s i b l e t o t h e r i g h t p e o p l e 
i n t h e a p p r o p r i a t e f o r m a t a t t h e 
r i g h t t i m e . 

r C o m m u n i c a t i o n m e d i a i n 
•bab#« I s s t i l t a m e d n i n J . j ^ i t h 
. ^ l i m i t e d a u d i e n c e l a r g e l y ^ i ^ u s e 
d f h i g h i l l i t e r a c y a n d d t e t r l b u t t e n 
pnt»blems. A t p r e s e n t o u r o c i H -
j | ) l ^ i c a t i o n m e d i a a d e q u a t i l y 
g j ^ e s t h e n e e d s b f a l j o i r t ^ ^ e r -
c e n t o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n w h o l i v ^ J n 

' T h e g a p s a n d d i s p a r i t y t h e 
d i s t r i b u t i o n o f c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
f a c i l i t i e s a n d s y s t e m s a r e ; 
d e t r i m e n t a l t o n a t i o n a l d e v e l o p 
m e n t . T h e y c r e a t e , a m o n g p e o p l e 
c u t f r o m t h e r n a l n S t r e a m o f i n f o r 
m a t i o n f l o w , s e v e r e d i s a g r e e 
m e n t a n d i g n o r a n c e o f n a t i o n a l 
d e v e l o p m e n t e f f o r t s i n t h e r u r a l 
a r e a s . A c c e p t i ^ ^ n g t h a t t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t o f c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
m e d i a i s n o t o n l y a n i m p o r t a n t 
p r e r e q u i s i t e t o e c o n o m i c 
d e v e l o p m e n t b u t e q u a l l y c r i t i c a l 
f o r s u s t a i n i n g p r o g r e s s a n d 
s o c i a l a n d e c o n o m i c a c h i e v e 
m e n t s , t h e M i n i s t r y o f I n f o r m a 
t i o n , P o s t s a n d T e l e c o m m u n i c a 
t i o n s r e s p o n d e d t o t h e i d e n t i f i c a 
t i o n o f t h i s g a p i n c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
b y c r e a t i n g a s t r o n g D e p a r t m e n t 
o f I n f o r m a t i o n . T h e D e p e t r t m e n t 
v»̂ as c h a r g e d w i t h t h e m a n d a t e t o 
s u p p o r t a n d h a r n e s s a v a i l a b l e 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s y s t e m s t o n a 
t i o n a l s o c i o - e c o n o m i c , c u l t u r a l 
a n d p o l i t i c a l , d e v e l o p m e n t . T h e 
M i n i s t r y i n v i t e d t h e c o m m u n i c a 
t i o n m e d i a s p e c i a l i s t s t o d e v e l o p , 
p r o m o t e a n d d i r e c t a p p r o p r i a t e 
t o o l s t o s o l v e t h e c o u n t r y ' s p r o 
b l e m s , e s p e c i a l l y i n r u r a l a r e a s 
w h e r e c o m m u n i c a t i o n i s a 
d e c i s i v e f a c t o r . 

G i v e n t h e f a c t t h a t t h e b u l k o f 
t h e p o p u l a t i o n l i v i n g i n t h e r u r a l 
a r e a s s t i l l d e p e n d s o n t r a d i t i o n a l 
o r a l c o m m u n i c a t i o n m e d i a , 
p o J i c i e s w e r e d e v i s e d t o 
s y s t e m a t i c a l l y ^ n t e g r a t e t h e t r a d i 
t i o n a l o r a l m e d i a w i t h t h e m o d e r n 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n a n d t e l e c o m 
m u n i c a t i o n s y s t e m a n d c o n 
s c i o u s l y u s e a n d e n c o u r a g e s u s 

t a i n e d u t i i i z a t i o r t ' o f t h e 
w i d e s p r e a d i n t e r p e r s o n a l c o r n -
m u n i c a t i o n m e d i a . 

Handling Development 
News 

F o r t y ( Z I S ) Z i m b a b w e I n f o r m a t i o n 
S e r v i c e o f f i c e r s ( n e w s r e p o r t e r s ) 
w e r e d e s p a t c h e d a n d s t a t i o n e d 

* t s o m e o f t h e r e m o t e s t p a r t s o f 
t h e c o u n t r y . T h e i n f o r m a t i o n o f 
f i c e r s m o n i t o r a n d p u b l i c i s e 
d e v e l o p m e n t a c t i v i t i e s a n d o t h e r 
s o c i a l o r o j e c t s b y g o v e r n m e n t 
a n d n < x i - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i s a 
t i o n s i n t h e r u r a l a r e a s . A f t e r a 
s h o r t t i m e , t h e R u r & r i n f o r m a t i o n 
S e r v i c e h a d s u c c e s s f u l l y 
g e n e r a t e d k n o w l e d g e a n d n e w s 
t o a n d f r o m r u r a l a r e a s a n d h a d 
a l s o i n c r e a s e d t h e e x p o s u r e r u r a l 
d e v e l o p m e n t p r o j e c t s h a v e i n 
n e w s p a p e r s , r a d i o a n d t e l e v i s i o n . 

Comrade Naomi Nhiwatiwa 

T h e t r a d i t i o n a l o r a l c o m 
m u n i c a t i o n m e d i a w a s s u c 
c e s s f u l l y h a r n e s s e d a n d Z i m b a b 
w e a n s t h r o u g h d u t t h e c o u n t r y 
c a n n o w r e a d a n d l i s t e n t o r u r a l 
n e w s i t e m s a p d e v e n t s . U t i l i z i n g 
t h e o r a l t r a d i t i o n , Z I S o f f i c e r s 
h a v e c o n t r i b u t e d e x t e n s i v e l y t o 
t h e f o r m a t i o n o f c o - o p e r a t i v e s , 
c l u b s a n d b o o s t e d l o c a l p a r 
t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f 
s c h o o l s , b r i d g e s , r o a d s , d a m s 
a n d c l i n i c s . T o r e i n f o r c e a n d s u p 
p l e m e n t t h e w o r k o f g o v e r n m e n t 
f i e l d o f f i c e r s , t h e m o b i l e c i n e m a 
u n i t s h a v e a l s o b e e n d e p l o y e d i n 
t h e r u r a l a r e a s . F i l m s c o v e r i n g ^ 
n e a r l y e v e r y a s p e c t o f d e v e l o p 
m e n t i n Z i m b a b w e h a v e b e e n a 
g r e a t s u c c e s s a s a m e a n s o f 

e n t e r t a i n m e n t a n d e d u c a t i o n i n 
t h e r u r a l a r e a s . 

P r i n t m e d i a b y i t s n a t u r e h a s 
c e r t a i n p e r m a n e n c y ; m e s s a g e s 
a n d n e v y s p a s s e d t h r o u g h t h i s 
m e d i u m a r e r e c e i v e d a t a m u c h 
s l o w e r r a t e ' t h a n t h o s e p a s s e d 
t h r o u g h a u d i o m e d i a . P r i n t 
m e d i a , t h c ^ ' o r e . t e n d s t o b e c o n 
s i d e r e d m o r e f^'^:. . r i n g a n d h e n c e 
m o r e I m p o r t .jit. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 
n e w s p a p e r s " a r e n o t r e a d i l y 
a v a i l a b l e i r t h e r u r a l a r e a s . P l a n s 
a r e o n o u r d r a w i n g b o a r d t o 
e s t a b l i s h r u r a l n e w s p a p e r s t o 
e n a b l e a n o r e d e t a i l e d a n d c o n 
c e n t r a t e d c o v e r a g e o f t h e a r e a s 
a t d i s t r i c t a n d p r o v f n c l a l l e v e l s . 

H o w e v e r , t h e p r e s e n t l a c k o f 
r u r a l n e w s p a p e r s h a s n o t 
h i n d e r e d g o v e r n m e n t i n f o r m a t i o n 
o f f i c e r s f r o m p a r t i c i p a t i n g m e a n -
i n g f u i l y I n t h e c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
a c t . i n f a c t , Z I S c o p y i s e x t e n s i v e 
l y u s e d b y Z B C i n i t s n e w s p r o 
g r a m m e s . C o p y i s d i r e c t l y 
t e l e p h o n e d t o Z B C s t u d i o s a n d 
t r a n s m i t t e d l i v e . T h e p r o g r a m m e , 
R a d i o N e w s r e e l I s a h u n d r e d p e r 
c e n t Z I S n e w s p r o g r a m m e . P l a n s 
a r e u n d e r w a y t o t r a i n c o m p e t e n t 
p r o v i n c i a l i n f o r m a t i o n o f f i c e r s i n 
t h e a r t o f r e p o r t i n g l i v e f o r t h e 
r a d i o . A c o n t e n t a n a l y s i s o f r u r a l 
Z t S n e w s s h o w s t h a t t h e r e i s a 
h e a v y e m p h a s i s o n d e v e l o p m e n t 
n e w s , c o - o p e r a t i v e p r o j e c t s , 
a g r i c u l t u r a l s h o w s , o f f i c i a l 
g o v e r n m e n t a n d p a r t y f u n c t i o n s , 
c l u b n e w s a n d s o c i a l e v e n t s b y 
g o v e r n m e n t a n d n o n 
g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i s a t i o n s . 

G e n e r a l l y , t h e g o v e r n m e n t e n 
j o y s c o r d i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h a l l 
p r o v i n c i a l n e w s p a p e r s , i . e . 
Midlands Observer, Masvingo 
Provincial Star, Kwekwe 
Observef^ e t c . I n t h e p a s t t h e r e l a 
t i o n w a s s o g o o d t h a t a n a g r e e 
m e n t w a s r e a c h e d b e t w e e n The 
Herald a n d G o v e r n m e n t w t i e r e 
fhe Herald p r o v i d e d t w o p a g e s 
— o n T h u r s d a y s a n d F r i d a y s 
e a c h w e e k — f o r r u r a l n e w s . T h e 
g o v e r n m e n t e n j o y e d t h i s 
p r i v i l e g e f o r o v e r t w o y e a r s . 
S o m e h o w , t h i s a r r a n g e m e n t h a s 
b e e n d i s c o n t i n u e d , p o s s i b l y a s a 
m a t t e r o f The Herald's n e w p o l i c y 
o f " F a i r T r e a t m e n t " t o a l i n e w s 
c o p y . 

R u r a l I n f o r m a t i o n i s e s s e n t i a l 
t o e c o n o m i c , s o c i a l , e d u c a t i o n a l 



a n d c u l t u r a l d e v e l o p m e n t . A s a 
m a t t e r o f u r g e n c y , d e v e l o p m e n t 
n e w s s h o u l d b e g i v e n s o m e 
p r i o r i t y c o v e r a g e o v e r o t h e r n e w s 
i t e m s . A t p r e s e n t t h i s t y p e o f 
n e w s c a n o n l y b e o b t a i n e d f r o m 
Z I S a s a l l c o m m u n i c a t i o n m e d i a 
i n t h e c o u n t r y d 6 n o t h a v e 
r e p o r t e r s d e p l o y e d i n t h e r u r a l 
a r e a s . 

Daily Papers Shun ZIS 
Copy 

T h e c o m m u n i c a t i o n m e d i a ' s a t 
t i t u d e t o n e g l e c t Z I S c o p y m a y 
s t e m f r o m t h e f a c t t h a t t h e 
f o r e i g n p r e s s h a s , t i m e a n d , a g a i n , 
a c c u s e d Z i m b a b w e a n p r e s s o f 
b e i n g u n d e r g o v e r n m e n t c o n t r o l 
a n d u s i n g i t s f ^ i l i t i e s t o p r o j e c t 
t h e I m a g e , p o i j C i e s , i d e o l o g y a n d 
p r o g r a m m e s o f t h e g o v e r n m e n t . 
A s a r e s u l t t h e c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
m e d i a i s q u i e t l y d i s a s s o c i a t i n g 
I t s e l f f r o m u t i l i z i n g g o v e r n m e n t 
r u r a l ( Z I S ) n e w s i n a n a t t e m p t t o 
e s t a b l i s h i t s e l f a s a " F r e e a n d 
F a i r " m e d i a . 

W h i l e w e a g r e e t h a t r e l a t i o n s 
b e t w e e n t h e p r e s s a n d G o v e r n -
h n e n t s h o u l d n o t b e t o o c l o s e f o r 
p r o f e s s i o n a l r e a s o n s , t h e c o m 
m u n i c a t i o n m e d i a , w e h o p e i s 
a w a r e t h a t i n f o r m a t i o n t o d a y h a s 
b e c o m e a p o w e r f u l i n s t r u m e n t o f 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l t r a d e a n d d i p l o m a c y 

' ^ a n d a l s o i m p o r t a n t t o o l f o r 
c u l t u r a l d o m i n a t i o n . J p U t I s 
t o ^ , n o t e that ,fWe'itiii§ 

a'rfe l u m f n g I n t o prQifitaWeT«(ifer-
p r l s e s whKle«^tfie s a m t r l t r n e laS-
mf t h e i r f u n c t i o n s a s n a t i o n a l 
s e i ^ t e s . ' ; - - : 

T h e s t r a t e g y o f t h e w e s t e r n 
p r e s s p r o p a g a n d a i s t o p r e v e n t 
p r o g r e s s i v e s o c i a l i s t c h a n g e s 
f r o m b e i n g c a r r i e d o u t a n d k e e p 
d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s l i k e Z i m 
b a b w e w i t h i n t h e i r s p h e r e o f 
d o m i n a t i o n . T h e w e s t e r n m e d i a 
i s l i t e r a r y n o t f r e e — m e a n i n g 
t h a t w e s t e r n m e d i a i s b u i l t o n 
a d v e r t i s i n g , d o l l a r s a n d s a l e o f i t s 
s t o c k a n d t h e r e i s b o t h s u b t l e 
a n d n o t s o s u b t l e p r e s s u r e f r o m 
t h e i r G o v e r n m e n t t h a t r e d u c e t h e 
m e d i a f r e e d o m . T h e l a t e H e n r y 
L u c e a n A m e r i c a n m i l l i o n a i r e a n d 
o w n e r o f Time a n d o t h e r 
n e w s p a p e r s a n d m a g a z i n e s , o n c e 
s a i d t h a t t h e m a i n p u r p o s e o f t h e 
A m e r i c a n P r e s s w a s t o h e l p 

c r e a t e a P a x A m e r i c a n a . ' 
Z i m b a b w e G o v e r n m e n t ' s a n d 

t h e c o m m u n i c a t i o n m e d i a ' s g o a l 
s h o u l d b e t h e b e t t e r m e n t ' o f r u r a l 
p o p u l a t i o n , n o t o n l y a s a n 
e c o n o m i c a n d s o c i a l u n i t , b u t a s 
a c u l t u r a l e n t i t y w i t l i t h e p o t e n t i a l 
f o r c o n t r i b u t i n g i n m a n y w a y s t o 
t h e e n r i c h m e n t o f t h e c o m m u n i 
t y t h e y a r e a p a r t o f . C o n s e q u e n t 
l y , t h e r e l a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e c o m * 
m u n i c a t i o n m e d i a a n d G o v e r n 
m e n t s h o u l d r e f l e c t t h e c o u n t r y ' s 
p o l i t i c o - e c o n o m i c r e a l i t i e s . 

T h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n 
v a r i o u s G o v e r n m e n t s a n d t h e 
m e d i a i s a d e l i c a t e a n d c o m p l e x 
o n e . H o w e v e r , t h e G o v e r n m e n t ' s 
p o l i c y i s t o p r o m o t e a n d u p h o l d 
t h e i n t e g r i t y , i n d e p e n d e n c e ar>d 
f r e e d o m o f t h e m a s s m e d i a . I n 
o t h e r w o r d s , t h e G o v e r n m e n t 
b e l i e v e s t h a t t h e r e m u s t b e 
f r e e d o m f o r t h e n e w s p a p e r s a n d 
t h e b r o a d c a s t i n g s e r v i c e s . T h e y 
s h o u l d b e a l l o w e d t o r e p o r t a n d 
r e v i e w t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f s o c i e t y 
a n d t h e G o v e r n m e n t w i t h o u t t e a r 
i n g a p a r t t h e f a b r i c o f s o c i e t y . 
B u t f r e e d o m o f t h e m e d i a i s r e l e 
v a n t t o t h e c o u n t r y ' s s o c i a l a n d 
p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m s w i t h i n w h i c h 
t h e m e d i a h a v e t o f u n c t i o n . I n 
t h i s b r o a d f r a m e w o r k o f t h e s e 
s y s t e m s , t h e m e d i a i n Z i m b a b w e 
p r i n t a n d p u b l i s h a w i d e v a r i e t y o f 
n e w s , e v e n t s a n d c o m m e n t a r i e s 
a s they^ s e e f i t . T h e G o v e r n m e n t 
d o e s n o t i n t e r f e r e w i t h t h e m e d i a 
s e r v i c e s . T h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t 
w e e n i S o v ^ n m e n t a n d t h e m e d i a 
i s m a d e s m o o t h b e c a u s e a l a r g e 
n u m b e r o f m e d i a p e r s o n n e l a r e 
Z i m b a b w e a n s m o s t o f w h o m 
h a v e b e e n t r a i n e d i n t h e c o u n t r y 
a f t e r i n d e p e n d e n c e . T h e y t h u s 
a r e c o n v e r s a n t w i t h t h e . s u p p o r 
t i v e o f t h e G o v e r n m e n t ' s o b j e c 
t i v e s a n d g o a l s . 

Training of Media 
Personnel 

B e f o r e i n d e p e n d e n c e , s o m e c o l 
l e g e s o f f e r e d j o u r n a l i s m c o u r s e s , 
s o m e o f t h e s e c o l l e g e s w e r e t i e d 
t o c o l l e g e s i n f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s , 
e . g . T r a n s w o r l d C o l l e g e . T h e t h e n 
Rhodesia Herald a n d t h e 
R h o d e s i a B r o a d c a s t i n g C o r p o r a 
t i o n o f f e r e d i n - s e r v i c e t r a i n i n g t o 
i t s j o u r n a l i s t s . T h e R a n c h e 
H o u s e C o l l e g e w h i c h w e c a n 

3r̂ nr r i g h t l y s a y w a s t h e f o r e r u n n e r o f 
t h e Z i m b a b w e I n s t i t u t e o f M a s s 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s ( Z I M C O ) o f 
f e r e d a D i p l o m a i n J o u r n f i l i s m . 

Z I M C O i s t h e f i r s t G o v e r n m e n t 
i n i t i a t e d t r a i n i n g i n s t i t u t e f o r 
j o u r n a l i s t s . W i t h t h e a d v e n t o f i n 
d e p e n d e n c e t h e G o v e r n m e n t 
r e a l i s e d t h a t t h e r e w a s g o i n g t o 
b e a c o l l a p s e o f t h e m e d i a w h i c h 
w a s m a i n l y i n w h i t e h a n d s . T h e 
n e e d f o r a t r a i n i n g i n s t i t u t i o n t o 
t r a i n - j o u r n a l i s t s w a s r e a l i s e d , 
t h u s t h e b i r t h o f Z I M C O . I t i s t h e 
f i r s t i n s t i t u t i o n t o o f f e r b o t h P r i n t 
a n d B r o a d c a s t i n g m e d i a u n d e r 
o n e r o o f . Z I M C O o p e n e d i t s 
d o o r s t o w o u l d - b e j o u r n a l i s t s i n 
A p r i l 1 9 8 1 . 

Z I W C O u s e d c o n t e m p o r a r y 
m e t h o d s o f t e a c h i n g w h i c h m a i n - , 
l y p r e p a r e s j o u r n a l i s t s w h o a r e i n 
the m i d d l e o r j u n i o r l e v e l . T h e 

Journalists a r e t a u g h t m a i n l y the 
p r a c t i c a l s i d e o f j o u r n a l i s m t h a n 
t h e o r a t j c a i . D u r i n g t h e c o u r s e , 
t h e y h a v e t h e m e d i a a t t a c h m e n t , 
w h e r e b y t h e y p r a c t i s e t h e i r s k i l l s 
a t t a c h e d t o m e d i a o r g a n i s a t i o n i n 
u r b a n a r e a s . T h e y a l s o h a v e a 
r u r a l a t t a c h m e n t ' p r o g r a m m e 
w h e r e b y t h e y g o o u t t o t h e r u r a l 
a r e a s t o g a t h e r n e w s ; t h e y then 
p r o d u c e a p r a c t i c e p a p e r — " T / i e 
Sharpener" N e w s p a p e r . 

Th» communication systsm is an integral 
part of rural development, health centres 
too need good telephone systems in order 
to cope with emergences. Above Comrade 
Shamuyarira meets rural health workers 



T h e c u r r i c u l u m i s a l i g n e d t o 
t h e n e w p o l i t i c a l o r d e r . T h o u g h 
p r e s e n t l y u s i n g f o r e i g n o r i e n t e d 
b o o k s t h e I n s t i t u t e f e e l s t h a t 
t h e r e i s a n e e d f o r i t t o h a v e m o r e 
b o o k s w i t h a T h i r d W o r l d c o n t e n t . 
A s h o r t a g e o f c a m e V a s a l s o i n 
h i b i t s t r a i n e e s t o p e r f e c t t h e i r 
p h o t o g r a p h i c s k i l l s . Z I M C O a l s o 
g e t s i n v a l u a b l e s u p p o r t f r o m 
U N E S C O , F r i e d r i c h N a u m a n n 
F o u n d a t i o n a n d I P I w h i c h h e l p 
k e e p Z I M C O a h e a d o f t h e c o n 
t e m p o r a r y t e c h n i q u e s \f 
t e a c h i n g • i n T h i r d W o r l d 
c o u n t r i e s . 

Z I M C O i s n o w g e t t i n g i n t o i t s 

s e c o n d p h a s e w h e r e r e s e a r c h 
a n d d e v e l o p m e n t j o u r n a l i s m a r e 
t o b e h i g h l i g h t e d i n i t s t r a i n i n g 
p r o g r a m m e s . T h e I n s t i t u t e a l s o 
f e e l s t h a t t h e y n e e d t o r e 
e x a m i n e e n t r y r e q u i r e m e n t s f o r 
I t s s t u d e n t s s o t h a t o n l y c a n 
d i d a t e s w i t h a s o c i a l s c i e n c e 
d e g r e e s h o u l d , b e c o n s i d e r e d . 
T h i s , t h e I n s t i t u t e f e e l ^ h e l p s i m 
p r o v e t h e s t a n d a r d o f j o u r n a l i s m 
i n t h e c o u n t r y . 

Z I M C O a l s o h o l d s s e m i n a r s 
a n d w o r k s h o p s f o r m e d i a 
t r a i n e r s . L e c t u r e r s f r o m t h e 
U n i v e r s i t y o f Z a m b i a a n d N a i r o b i 
U n i v e r s i t y a r e i n v i t e d t o p r e s e n t 

p a p e r s a t s u c h w o r k s h o p s . 
T h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Z i m b a b w e 

h a s n o i m m e d i a t e ' p l a n s o f s e t 
t i n g u p a d e p a r t m e n t o f m a s s 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s b u t t h e y h a v e 
n o t r u l e d o u t t h e > o s s i b i l i t y o f d o 
i n g s o i n t h e l o n g r u n . T h e i r 
d e p a r t m e n t o f E n g l i s h ' i n t e n d s , 
h o w e v e r , t o s o o n i n t r ^ u c e m a s s , 
c o m r r i u n i c a t i o n s a s a c o m p o n e n t 
u n i t o f t h e i r E n g l i s h d e g r e e 
c o u r s e b u t t h e y w i l l h a v e t o l i a i s e 
w i t h Z I M C O f i r s t . 

Government Set up Loan for 
Consumer Co-operatives 

T h e G o v e r n m e n t o f Z i m b a b w e 
h a s a l r e a d y s e t a s i d e a l o a n f u n d 
o f $ 1 , 5 m i l l i o n t o p r o m o t e a n d 
s u p p o r t a p r o g r a m m e o f r u r a l 
c o n s u m e r c o - o p e r a t i v e s , t h e 
S e c r e t a r y a n d t h e M i n i s t e r o f C o 
o p e r a t i v e D e v e l o p m e n t , C o m r a d e 
M a u r i c e N y a g u m b o s a i d i n 
N y a n y a d z i w h e n o f f i c i a l l y o p e n 
i n g t h e N y a n y a d z i r u r a l c o n s u m e r 
c o - o p e r a t i v e s h o p . C o m r a d e 
N y a g u m b o s a i d h i s m i n i s t r y 
p l a n n e d t o s u p p o r t u p t o 20 s u c h 
s h o p s b y M a y 1 9 8 7 , s p r e a d o u t i n 
a l l t h e p r o v i n c e s o f t h e c o u n t r y . 

C o m r a d e N y a g u m b o s t a r t e d b y 
d e f i n i n g w h a t a c o n s u m e r c o 
o p e r a t i v e i s i n t h e s e w o r d s . " C o n 
s u m e r c o - o p e r a t i v e s a r e r e t a i l 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s f o r m e d t o s u p p l y 
h o u s e h o l d s a n d t h e g e n e r a l 
p u b l i c w i t h a s u i t a b l e a s s o r t m e n t 
o f c o n s u m e r g o o d s o f q u a l i t y a n d 
a t r e a s o n a b l e p r i c e s , t h u s i n 
c r e a s i n g t h e m e m b e r s ' r e a l i n 
c o m e a n d t h e i r s t a n d a r d o f 
l i v i n g . " 

T h e G o v e r n m e n t s t r o n g l y s u p 
p o r t s t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f s u c h 
c o - o p e r a t i v e s u n d e r i t s s o c i a M s t 
p o l i c i e s , b e c a u s e t h e y r e s t r i a i n 
u n f a i r t r a d i n g p r a c t i c e s o n t h e 
p a r t o f p r i v a t e r e t a i l e r s , a n d p r e -
v e n t t h e m f r o m e x p l o i t i n g t h e i r 
c u s t o m e r s , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e w o r k 

i n g c l a s s . F u r t h e r , p r i m a r y 
s o c i e t i e s u n d e r y o u r u n i o n o w n 
t h e s h o p j o i n t l y , p r a c t i s e 
d e m o c r a t i c d e v e l o p r n e n t b y e l e c 
t i n g t h e b o a r d o f d i r e c t o r s w h o 
a p p o i n t a t r a ( i n e d m a n a g e r a n d 
d e c i d e w h a t i t e m s a r e t o b e s o l d 
i n t h e s h o p . 

I h o p e t h a t y o u w i l l e n s u r e t h a t 
t h i s s h o p w i l l s t a y f o r e v e r b y s u p 
p o r t i n g i t , i n o r g a n i s i n g r e s e r v e 
a n d d e v e l o p m e n t f u n d s a n d e v e n 
t u a l l y u s i n g s u c h f u n d s a s c a p i t a l 
b a s e s f r o m w h i c h y o u c a n i n v e s t 
i n o t h e r c o - o p e r a t i v e p r o j e c t s . 

G o v e r n m e n t h a s a l r e a d y s e t 
a s i d e a l o a n f u n d o f $ 1 , 5 m i l l i o n 
t o p r o m o t e a n d s u p p o r t a p r o 
g r a m m e o f r u r a l c o n s u m e r c o 
o p e r a t i v e s o f w h i c h y o u r s i s o n e 
o f t h e f i r s t s e v e n a l r e a d y 
e s t a b l i s h e d . D e p e n d i n g o n t h e 

, r a t e a t w h i c h t h e d e m a n d o f 
t h e s e s h o p s g o t h r o u g h o u t t h e 
c o u n t r y a n d t h e c a p a c i t y t o 
m a n a g e t h e m , m y m i n i s t r y i s i n a 
p o s i t i o n t o i n j e c t m o r e f u n d s i n 
t o t h i s t y p e o f p r o j e c t , i t i s ^ 
h o w e v e r , p l a n n e d t o s u p p o r t u p \ 
t o 20 s u c h s h o p s b y M a y 1 9 8 7 , 
s p r e a d o u t f r o m B e i t b r i d g e t o 
B i n g a , M u t o k o , N y a n g a a n d G u t u . 

T h e c o r ( s u m e r c o - o p e r a t i v e 
p r o j e c t w a s f a c i l i t a t e d b y t h e 

Cda. Maurice Nyagumbo 
National Organising Secretary 

a v a i l a b i l i t y o f a b o u t 60 m a j o r 
w a r e h o u s e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e e i g h t 
p r o v i n c e s o f t h e c o u n t r y . T h e 
m a r k e t i n g a n d s u p p l y c o 
o p e r a t i v e u n i o n s f a c e s u b s t a n t i a l 
p r o b l e m s o f u n d e r - u t i l i s a t i o n o f 
t h e s 6 f a c i l i t i e s . I t i s t h e g o a l o f 
- t h e p r o j e c t t o u t i l i s e t h e s e l o c a 
t i o n s m o r e e f f e c t i v e l y t h r o u g h 
c o n s u m e r c o - o p e r a t i v e s t o r e s o c 
c u p y i n g a p r o p o r t i o n o f t h e 



availably warehouse space. 
The role of.my ministry is to 

bring about awareness and 
development consciousness, and 
to act as facilitator through ser
vices and financial assistance. 
Further, the nilnistry went into an 
agreement with Farmers' Co-op, 
by which th6 latter would provide 
consulting sisrvices to the 
ministry and,co-operative unions 
Involved, 

Whilst Farmers' Co-op has up 
to now been very generous in 
facilitating the wholesale pur
chase, I would wish to see the 
Central Association of Co
operative Unions (CACU), 
Farmers Co-op and my ministry 
establish a sound central buying 
or co-operative wholeselling 
body. The advantages would be: 
(a) To place large orders for all 

union requirements and then 
handle bulk consignments. 

(b) To obtain good bargaihing 
powers with manufacturers 
because of their bulk orders. 

(c) Transport can be arranged at 
favourable rates, that is, the 
cheapest possible. 

(d) To be In a position to obtain 
a variety of best quality 
goods at reasonable prices; 
at favourable conditions of 
sale because of their bulk 
orders. 

I must not hesitate to warn you 
that the central buying agency or 
co-operative wholesale is big 
business with its own Inherent 
problems. Managerial concerns 
are usually very complex. There is 
greater need for putting into prac
tice modern managerial techni
ques, in respect of; office 
organisation, personnel hiring, 
staff training, purchasing 
methods, marketing manage
ment, financial controls, research 
and development. 

Further, democratic control of 
the wholesale co-operative may 
prove very difficult. At the annual 
general meeting, th6 one member 
one vote system may become 
one co-operative society one 
vote, but very large societies may 
also be allocated votes based 
also on ttieir membership or; 
value of the transactions carried 
out with the wholesale. 

ConswMr Cooperatives am Part of th« Socialist Ttirust to Make Goods Availably to 
iT^wT'Sofn" Devoid of Expioitalion Through Over-pricing Caused B y 

I must emphasize that the rural 
people experience a tougher life 
than we do in urban areas. They 
have very low incomes, and buy 
consumer goods at higher prices 
than we do. This state of affairs 
is unacceptable to a socialist Par
ty's government, and for this 
reason we strongly support con
sumer co-operatives. On your 
part we wish to see you run these 
s^iops efficiently. 

In order, to do so, I have the 
following suggestions you can 
consider for implementation. 
(1) You should treat customers 

kindly in order to attract as 
large a number of customers 
as possible, a large patronage 
of the shop facilitates viable 
business activity. 

(2) You should not always de-
'pend bn borrowed money, 
you should supplement with 
own-capital. Such contribu
tion strengthens the 
members' commitment to the 
co-operative. 

(3) Gash sales should be en
couraged and credit 
restricted as much as possi
ble. Such regular cash flowss 
will enable the co-operatives 
manager to replenish stbcks. 

(4) Avoid supplying goods the 
customers do not want — 
that means emphasis is bn 
convenience goods. 

Co-operatives should ensure 
best quality of products handled; 

there should not be any adultera
tion of goods, exact weigl:its and 
measures should be used in all 
honesty. Efficient service should 
be given all round to suit 
customers' convenience, bearing 
in mind that most customers are 
the owners of the co-operative. 

It is important to observe the 
above because the consumer 
shops can easily fail for various 
reasons. Retail business in itself 
is very complicated, though ap
parently simple to handle. The 
kinds Of goods sold may easily 
deteriorate, go out of fashion or 
spoil leaving the operator with 
losses. Stocks have to be 
replenished periodically and paid 
for frequently before they run out. 
Items handled are often very 
liable to pilfering and weight 
leakages occur, resulting in big 
losses. There is intense competi
tion from private traders, who 
'may be one-owner proprietorship 
or small family concerns suitably 
situated in every village corner 
and run cheaply for long hours, 
making them more convenient to 
customers. 

Government's national plan for 
consumer co-operatives is not 
only going to be confined to the 
present warehouse chain but 
eventually to both urban and rural 
settlements. The form of 
customer stiops would be based 
'on local needs as'mentioned 
above. These may be categorised 
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' a s , t h e g e n e r a l s t o r e s , f o o d s 
s h o p s a n d I n d u s t r i a l g o o d s 
s h o p s . E a c h o f t h e s e I n d i v i d u a l 
s e c t i o n s o f t h e r e t a i l n e t w o r l < 
s h o u l d f o r m p a r t o f a c o 
o r d i n a t e d s y s t e m . 

J ' I n t h e v i l l a g e , t h e r e s h o u l d b e 
I a t y p i c a l g e n e r a l s t o r e w h i c h e n -
\s f o r t h e l o c a l p o p u l a t i o n , i n 
i . p a r t i c u l a r , a r e g u l a r s u p p l y o f 
j f o o d s t u f f s — s u g a r , m i l k , m e a l i e -

m e a l ; a s w e l l a s s t o c k a n d i n 
d u s t r i a l p r o d u c t s l i k e c l o t h e s . 

I „' T h e g r a d e s o f g e n e r a l s t o r e s 
1 u p w a r d s , n o t o n l y i n c l u d e s c o n 

s i d e r a t i o n f o r t h e i r t u r n o v e r a n d 
g o o d s , b u t a l s o t h e a c t u a l f u n c 
t i o n s o f t h e s t o r e i n r e l a t i o n t o 
p o p u l a t i o n a n d s u r r o u n d i n g 
e c o n o m i c a n d s o c i a l e n v i r o n 
m e n t . T h u s , v a r i o u s s i z e s o f 
g e n e r a l s t o r e s a r e r e q u i r e d f r o m 
t h e v i l l a g e , g r o w t h p o i n t , s m a l l 
t o w n t o c i t i e s . 

I n s p e c i a l a g r i c u l t u r a l a r e a s 

l i k e f r u i t - g r o w i n g i n N y a n g a a n d 
C a s h e l V a l l e y , f o o d s h o p s 
e q u i p e d w i t h p r o p e r c o o l i n g 
s y s t e m s b e o r g a n i s e d , a n d c a n 
b e o f v a r i o u s s i z e s . D a i r y a r e a s 
l i k e R u s i t u a n d f i s h i n g t o w n s l i k e 
K a r i b a m a y d e v e l o p s p e c i a l i s e d 
f o o d s h o p s . S p e c i a l f o o d c o n 
s u m e r s h o p s a r e a l s o n e c e s s a r y 
i n b i g c i t i e s , i n w h i c h v e g e t a b l e s , 
f r u i t , g r a i n , p o t a t o e s a n d o t h e r 
v a r i e t i e s c a n b e s o l d . 

N o n - f o o d s h o p s s h o u l d r e p r e 
s e n t a n d r e f l e c t a f a s t d e v e l o p i n g 
e c o n o m y i n a r u r a l s e t t i n g . 
H o w e v e r , w h e r e a g r o v i r t h p o i n t o r 
s m a l l t o w n i s g r o w i n g f a s t , n o n 
f o o d s h o p s m a y b e o v e r t a k e n b y 
c o - o p e r a t i v e c o n s u m e r s h o p p i n g 
c e n t r e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y b e c a u s e 
b o t h t h e f o r m e r a n d t h e l a t t e r 
o p e r a t e u n d e r m o r e o r l e s s 
s i m i l a r c o n d i t i o n s , t h a t i s , i n 
r e l a t i v e l y l a r g e c o m m u n i t i e s t o 
w h i c h t h e i n h a b i t a n t s o f n e a r b y 

s m i a l l e r v i l l a g e s t e n d t o c o m e a n d 
b u y i n d u s t r i a l g o o d s t h e y n e e d . 
T h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f s h o p p i n g 
c e n t r e s r e p r e s e n t a d y n a m i c e l e 
m e n t o f t h e c o n s u m e r c o 
o p e r a t i v e r e t a i l t r a d e i n g e n e r a l . 

F i n a l l y , I w i s h t o t h a n k y o u a l t 
f o r c o m i n g t o t h i s o f f i c i a l o p e n 
i n g a n d t o s e e f o r y o u r s e l f , t h e 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s o f y o u r o w n d e v e l o p 
m e n t t h r o u g h c o - o p e r a t i v e e f f o r t . 
F u r t h e r I t h a n k . I n p a r t i c u l a r , 
F a r m e r s C o - o p f o r t h e i r m a n a g e 
m e n t i n p u t , U S A I D f o r t h e c o 
o p e r a t i v e w a r e h o u s e f u n d t h a t 
h a s n o w b e e n c o n v e r t e d t o 
f i n a n c e r u r a l c o n s u m e r c o 
o p e r a t i v e s h o p s , U N D P / I L O 
techrHcal a s s i s t a n c e a n d t h e 
l e a d e r s h i p o f y o u r u n i o n , a n d 
C A C U w h o h a v e w o r k e d w e l l w i t h 
m y m i n i s t r y t o m a k e t h i s p r o j e c t 
a s u c c e s s . 

International Visits 
Fraternal Relations 

C o m r a d e M o h a m m e d H a m z a , 
of t h e R e g i o n a l L e a d e r s h i p 
( I r a q i P o l i t b u r o ) h e a d e d a 
d e l e g a t i o n which included t h e 
D i r e c t o r a n d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
of t h e W o m e n W o r k e r s a n d 
Youth a n d S t u d e n t s of t h e Ex
t e r n a l R e l a t i o n s O f f i c e in t h e 
N a t i o n a l L e a d e r s h i p of t h e 
A r a b B a ' a t h Socialist P a r t y of 
I r a q . 

V i s i t i n g H a r a r e t h e y h e l d 
d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h t h e P r e s i d e n t 
a n d F i r s t S e c r e t a r y o f Z A N U ( P F ) , 
C o m r a d e R o b e r t M u g a b e , a n d 
o t h e r s e n i o r m e m b e r s o f t h e 

P o l i t b u r o a n d C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e . 
A D r a f t P r o t o c o l o f C o 

o p e r a t i o n w a s d r a w n u p a s a 
b a s i s f o r d i s c u s s i o n , w h i c h w i l l 
b e s i g n e d d u r i n g t h e v i s i t o f a 
Z A N U ( P F ) P a r t y D e l e g a t i o n t o 
B a g h d a d i n 1 9 8 7 . 

I n a m e s s a g e d e l i v e r e d t o t h e 
F i r s t S e c r e t a r y , C o m r a d e R o b e r t 
I V I u g a b e , f r o m h i s E x c e l l e n c y 
P r e s i d e n t S a d d a m H u s s e i n , t h e 
P r e s i d e n t o f I r a q ' s P e a c e P l a n 
w a s s t a t e d a s 

• A P e a c e a n d N o n - A g g r e s s i o n 
T r e a t y m u s t b e s i g n e d b e t 
w e e n I r a n a n d I r a q . 

• C l a u s e s s a f e g u a r d i n g t h e 
S e e u r i t y a n d S o v e r e i g n i t y o f 
t h e t w o S t a t e s m u s t b e w r i t t e n 
i n t o t h e T r e a t y . 

• B o t h P a r t i e s t o t h e T r e a t y m u s t 
t a k e p o s i t i v e a c t i o n t o 
e s t a b l i s h s t a b i l i t y a n d s e c u r i 
t y i n t h e M i d d l e E a s t a n d A r a 
b i a n G u l f . 

• A m u t u a l l y a g r e e d w i t h d r a w a l 
t o t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y r e c o g n i s 
e d b o u n d a r i e s m u s t b e i n 
i t i a t e d b y t h e t w o w a r r i n g 
c o u n t r i e s . 

' A l l p r i s o n e r s o f w a r m u s t b e 
r e l e a s e d . 



Southern Africa: No Theme in German Elections 
) As election rhetoric gatliers 

momentum in preparation for 
January national elections arms 
reduction, East-West, EEC and 
the Middle East seem to be men
tioned often but Southern Africa 
remains co6l. 

This may be an indication that 
sanctions against South Africa 
will not be an election theme on 
Foreign Policy. German political 
parties except the Greens are 
possibly aware that the anti-
sanctions lobby is strong here 
and the Government does not 
seem interested in a sanctions 
package. Brandt has openly call
ed for sanctions but still the topic 
is not on the SPD election agen

da. Recently the Greens were for
bidden by the speaker, Mr. Jenn-
inger to hold an exhibition on 
apartheid but for the Frankfurt 
Rundschau which reported the 
incident, the event was general
ly ignored. An anti apartheid 
press conference on 28 
November and a rally in Bonn on 
29 November aims at throwing 
light on racist South Africa at a 
time when if taken up as one of 
the foreign policy election 
issues, it could focus attention 
against German collaboration 
with South Africa. 

Two German arms firms were 
last year charged for supplying 
arms to South Africa. This week 

a Hamburg firm was charged for 
supplying plans for a submarine 
to South Africa. Cheap coal from 
South Africa which is sold at half 
the world price enables Germany 
to save DM3 billion a year. Ger
man firms and industries make 
billions from South Africa every 
year with supermarkets flooded 
with South African fruits. 

Mr. Strauss the Bavarian 
Premier openly talks of his 
"South African Friends" and 
Bonn holds Buthelezi in high 
esteem. 

West Germany is likely to drag 
behind on the sanction issue. 

PALESTINE VICTORY IS CERTAIN! 
The Palestinian people are waging a vigorous armed struggle against 
Zionism and imperialism. In recognition of this just struggle the United 
Nations set the 29th of November every year as a day of international 
solidarity with the people of Palestine and7heir liberation movement 
the PLO in their revolutionary efforts to regain their motherland. 

The 1st Secretary and President of ZANU(PF) Comrade R G 
Mugabe, the current chairman of the Non Aligned Movement sent 
solidarity messages to Comrade Yasser Arafat, the Chairman of the 
Palestinian Liberation Organisation and to the General Secretary of 
the United Nations. 

To mark this day, in solidarity with the suffering people of Palestine 
the 2nd Secretary and Vice President of the Party, Comrade Simon 
Muzenda delivered the following speech. 
For us in Zimbabwe, solidarity with 
the PLO has deep roots in the past. 
It has its firm foundations in the days 
when our Party, ZANU(PF) was 
itself engaged in the armed struggle 
and the PLO was one of our allies, 
Maniy of us in ZANU(PF) have per
sonally experienced the close friend
ship between ZANU(PF) and the 
PLO which is clearly symbolised by 

the deep friendship of comrades-in
arms which exists between Comrade 
Robert Gabriel Mugabe, the First 
Secretary and President of 
ZANU(PF) and Comrade Yasser 
Arafat, the Chairman of the PLO, 
whom you all know paid us a very 
successful state visit after the achieve
ment of our independence. 

We regard Palestinians, led by the . 

PLO, as comrades-in-arms for many 
reasons. I am sure you are all aware 
that, even though the PLO is still 
engaged in struggle, it has made 
sacrifices to help ZAlSfU(PF) and the 
Government of Zimbabwe in times of 
need. The best examples of this 
assistance are the training they gave 
to some of our cadres and, more 
recently, the PLO's contribution 
towards the 8th Summit of the Non-
Aligned Movement. 

Even more importantly, our 
solidarity with the PLO is based on 
the fact that we both confront the 
same enemy and we have common 
goals of establishing democracy, self-
determination, peace, justice and 
progress for our peoples. We are 
fighting the same enemy because 
Zionist Israel is the closest ally with 
apartheid South Africa, and the two 
pariah states have common policies 
of war mongering towards their 
peace-loving neighbours. 

We are holding this rally at a time 
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when both racist South Africa and 
Zionist Israel have increased their 
acts of aggression against African 
and Arab peoples, respectively. 

Here in Southern Africa, the apar
theid state continues to occupy Nami-
bian territory and its forces are 
violating the territory of the sovereign 
state of Angola. Racist South Africa 
also pursues a policy of destabilisa-
tion against Frontline and other 
neighbouring states. Indeed, We are 
meeting today only a few weeks afto" 
losing an illustrious son of Africa and 
revolutionary leader, Comrade 
Samora Moises Machel whose plane 
crashed on South African soil under 
circumstances which are still under 
investigation. It should be 
remembered that he was coming back 
from a peace mission as part of the 
efforts of SADCC and the Frontline 
States to resist South Africa's 
destabilisation in the region. Mozam
bique today is experiencing increas
ed activities of bandits who are train
ed, equipped and deployed by racist 
South Africa in order to destabilize 
that country. 

Everyday the Pretoria regime 
churnes out lies against FrontUne 
States and hatches plots agairist its 
neighbours in the hope of 
perpetuating its unjust and racist rule 
over the people of South Africa and 
its illegal occupation of Namibia. 

In the Middle East, Zionist Israel 
is pursuing "the same policy of un
provoked aggression and destabiliza-
tion of its neighbours. The situation 
in Lebanon in particular is a source 
of grave concern and calls for action. 

In the last few weeks alone, over 
600 Palestinian refugees have lost 
their lives in a campaign that is 
designed to destroy the PLO. It is 
well known that the vast majority of 
Palestinians support the PLO under 
the leadership of Comrade Yasser 
Arafat. No amount of force and 
blackmail will change that fact, and 
this is why the enemies of the Palesti
nian people have resorted to 
massacres which in the case of 
Lebanon and Beirut are bordering on 
genocide. 

On this auspicious occassion, I 
wish to reiterate our strong condem
nation of these massacres and our ap
peal to the international community 
to take action against the Zionist 
State and its surrogates. 

Zionism and Apartheid are one and the same 
In the Middle East, as in Southern 
Africa, the struggle against Zionism, 
like that against apartheid, is a strug
gle for justice which will continue un
til there is a just solution. Such a 
solution to the Palestinian question 
cannot be found without the full in
volvement of the PLO. All attempts 
to find an alternative leadership to 
the PLO will fail, because the PLO 
represents the true aspirations of the 
Palestinian people. This is why we 
firmly support Comrade Yasser 
Arafat and the PLO in all interna
tional fora. 

We know from ZANU (PF)'s own 
experience that a people's war cannot 

be defeated, as it is a just war which 
will triumph over forces of evil. The 
PLO will also triumph in Palestine. 
Here in Southern Africa, the ANC, 
PAC and SWAPO will also defeat 
the enemy. The sooner this is 
recognized by the Zionist and apar
theid South Africa, the better. _ 

We in Zimbabwe are therefore 
confident that, under the gallant and 
heroic leadership of the PLO, the 
people of Palestine will continue to 
intensify the struggle until they defeat 
the Zionist enemy. 

We are equally confident that the 
days of apartheid are numbered. As 
the ANC and PAC in South Africa 
itself, and SWAPO in Namibia, also 
intensify the struggle, the day when 



apartheid will be no more is drawing 
nearer. Zionism, which the whole in
ternational community has condemn
ed as a crime against humanity, must 
both be wiped from the face of the 
earth. Until that happens, the strug
gle must continue. And, as long as 
that struggle continues, we want to 
assure our friends in the Middle East, 
in Namibia, and South Africa, that 
they can count on Zimbabwe's full 
solidarity. 

Our nation was born out of a 
struggle for justice, a struggle against 
racism, and a struggle against oppres
sion and deprivation. We shall always 
support others who, like tl^e PLO, 
are still engaged in similar struggles. 

I, therefore, wish to conclude by 
reassuring our comrade and dear 
brother the PLO Ambassador Com
rade Ali Halimeh who is here with us 
that we are in full solidarity with you 
in your struggle and we shall remain 
unwavering in our support for your 

struggle. We deeply cherish the 
friendship and solidarity which exists 
between our two peoples, and we 
shall continue to support the PLO 
and Comrade Yasser Arafat as we 
have always done in the past. Our 

struggle is one, and your victory will 
be ours as well. 

A Luta Cohtinua! ?^5*! 

Palflstinlan Ffsedoin Fighters 

/ 



Palestine 
must 
be free 

The Palestinian People have a right to their homeland, and a right 
to decide their own destiny. The armed struggle in Palestine will con
tinue until final victory. These were the words of the PLO Ambassador, 
Comrade Ali Halimeh is his address to Zimbabweans at Gwanzura 
stadium at a joint Rally also addressed by the 2nd Secretary and Vice 
President of ZANU (PF) Comrade S. V. Muzenda. 

Below is Brother Halimeh's speech in full: 
Today is a day of Solidarity 

with the struggling people of 
Palestine. It was a Resolution 
adopted by the United Nations, to 
consider this day as a Day of 
Solidarity, in which all Countries, 
Peoples and Nations, could ex
press their solidarity and support 
with our people who are fighting 
to achieve their national In
dependence and their right to live 
in peace and security, on their na
tional soil in Palestine. * 
Comrades, . 

The Palestinian Question goes 
back to the early days of the 20th 
Century when the imperialist 
power, headed by the British, 
decided in 1917 to support the 
Zionist Movement and their 
leadership, to surrender the 
Palestinian lands to the Jewish 
communi ty and suppor t the 
Zionist dream to establish a na
tional home for the .lewish people, 
at the expense of the national 
rights of the Palestinian people, 
on the national soil of Palestine. 
This conspiracy was designed. 

basically, to expel the Palestinian 
people from their homes, houses, 
farms and their properties and 
bring the Jews from different 
parts of the world and accom
modate thwn in Palestine, at the 
expense of the Palestinian people. 

The British and the Americans 
worked closely towards achieving 
the.se objectives and fought with the 
Zionists and expelled nearly a million 
Palestinians out of their houses to 
different Arab countries and 
elsewhere. 

Self-Determination 
This conspiracy resulted in a tragedy 
which involves nearly five million 
Palestinians suffering from the denial 
of their national identity and the 
denial of their rights for a national 
homeland and a State belonging to 
them. 

The five million Palestinians, to
day live under the rridst difficult cir
cumstances, in different parts of the 
world, and in particular, those who 
live today in different Arab Countries 
are hoping a day will come when they 

return to their homeland, Palestine. 
The Palestinians, for the last 39 

years, are still s t rug^ng to achieve 
their political objectives which are 
based on the reality of self-
determination of the Palestinian peo
ple and the right of return and the 
establishment of a Palestinian home 
on the national soil of Palestine. 

The Palestinians, and for the past 
22 years, are waging a war and since 
the launching of the anped struggle 
were engaged in a bitter struggle with 
the Zionist enemy and in many bat
tles the Palestinian fighters proved 
their capability to fight this arrogant 
enemy and the supporters of this 
Zionist enemy. 

Today, Comrades and Friends, the 
Palestinians are facing one of-the 
most critical periods and one of the 
most dango'ous conspiracies which is 
aimed at the annihilation of the 
Palestinian people inside the occupied 
territories and those Palestinians who 
still live in Lebanon. 

The Palestinians in Lebanon arc 
today facing a war of genocide laun
ched by the Israeli Zionist enemy and 
their agents in Lebanon, the Amal 
Movement which is also supported by 
the Syrian authorities. This war of 
elimination is directed practically 
against the Palestinian Revolution 
and the Palestinian people in.side 
Lebanon who are living there and are 
obliged to live there because Palestine 
is occupied by the Zionists. 



' Vol.17 No. 12 Decembef 1986 Zimbabwe News 

The Palestinian presence in 
Lebanon is only a temporary one. We 
have no desire to live in that part of 
the world forever. It has been used 
only as a bridge to cross over to 
Palestine. We have no plans and we 
will never have any interest in the 
Lebanese territories. Our whole in
terest is to return to our home in 
Palestine. 

The fighting, today in Lebanon, 
was imposed upon us and the inten
tion is to divert our attention from 
fighting the Zionist enemy, and it is 
unfortunate that certain Arab coun
tries are heavily involved in helping 
the Israelis to achieve their objectives 
in preventing the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation and the Palestinian peo
ple from fighting their legitimate war. 

Surrogate States used 
Against Palestine 

Today Syria plays one of the most 
ugly roles in the history of Arab Na
tionalism. It is directing its arms and 
military potentials to kill the Palesti
nian civilians, using certain Lebanese 
elements and the objective is to sup
press this revolution and to eliminate 
the Palestinian Question from its 
roots. We still ask ourselves this ques
tion, comrades and friends, why has 
the Syrian Regime chosen this policy? 
What are the objectives behind the 
Syrian leadership in attacking the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
and helping the Israeli enemy direct
ly and indirectly to liquidate the 
Palestianin Revolution. 

We Palestinian people have no 
answer yet besides the fact that the 
Syrian Regime is heavily involved in 
a conspiracy designed and planned by 
the US to destabilize the Middle East 
Region as a whole and increase the 
American influence in this area and 
by doing so they have to eliminate the 
Palestianian Revolution, 

v^lso, the Palestinian people, to
day, are facing a different kind of 
hostility from the Jordanian Regime. 
The objectives are to break the 
already solid relations between our 
people inside the occupied territories 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation. 

The Jordanian authorities, with 
full cover by the American Ad
ministration and the full mandate of 
the Israeli authorities, is trying to 

override the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation and go ahead with what 
is so called development projects in-
-side the West Bank and Gaza. 

All these attempts are aiming to 
isolate the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation and give more authori
ty and influence to the Jordanian 
King and his Regime to take over the 
West Bank and Gaza and to destroy 
the Palestine Liberation Organisa
tion, which is exactly what the Israelis 
are trying to achieve. 

But the answer is clear from our 
people. Their response is NO to the 
Americans and the Israelis, NO to 
King Hussein and his manoeuvres, 
YES to Yasser Arafat and YES to the 
Palestinian Revolution and the arm
ed struggle. This is the answer to the 
Palestinians inside Palestine today. It 
is also the answer of the people of 
Palestine in Lebanon who are defen
ding the dignity of tfie Arab world. 
They are defending the dignity of 
Arab Nationalism. Our children, 
women and elderly people are the 
ones fighting to defend Arab dignity 
and honour. 

We will never abandon our armed 
struggle. We shall continue to fight 
until our objectives have been 
achieved. 

Imperialists Support 
Zionism 

The Americans are heavily involved 
in this fight against our people and 
the Arab people in general. The 
American Administration is financ
ing the Zionist State of Israel and 
supplying them with military equip
ment and the most sophisticated arms 
and the intention is only to liquidate 
the Palestinian kevolution and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
and the Palestinian people. The 
American intention is to destabilize 
the whole Arab world and dominate 
the whole region. 

The Americans are still encourag
ing the creation of more division in
side the Arab world. They have, 
always been hostile towards the Arab 
Nation and the Arab peoples. 

The credibility of the American 
Administration was and always will 
be an ugly one. Their plots and con-
sipiracies are always designed to 
dominate and suppress the Arab Na
tion. They have always maintained 

the State of Israel and supported 
them against the Arab people and the 
Palestinians in particular. 

The NAM Should 
Intervene on Iraq-Iran 

War 
The Iraq-Iran war is one of our ma
jor problems in our region, and the 
Americans are capitalizing on this 
situation and interfering directly in 
this war and supporting one against 
the other. This shows clearly the size 
of American-Israeli involvement in 
this tragic war. 

We appeal to our brother. Chair
man of the Non-Aligned Movement, 
Prime Minister Mugabe, to help 
minimize the suffering of the people 
in Iraq and Iran. It is high time the 
Iranian brothers accept the Interna
tional Community appeals and put 
an end to this war. It is time the 
brothers in Iran realized that in en
ding this war, they will be con
tributing greatly to the struggling 
people of Palestine. 

Our fight is tough and hard. It is 
very similar to your liberation strug
gle you waged here in Zimbabwe and 
it is also similar to the struggle of the 
South African people, similar to that 
one in Namibia. We are fighting a 
similar enemy which has similar 
structures and nature which is 
Zionism and Apartheid. Zionism is 
a form of racism and the political 
system today in South Africa, is a 
racist system. Both have a parallel 
policy in suppressing the majority 
people, in Palestine and South 
Africa. 

We are also fully aware of the 
nature of the links between the 
Zionist State of Israel and the South 
African racist Regime who are closely 
working on coordinating their 
policies and co-operatingjn the field 
of military industry, which is basical
ly aimed at suppressing both the 
Palestinians and South Africans. 
Palestinian Fight Against 

Jewish Settlements 
Our people inside the occupied ter
ritories are waging a real war with the 
Israeli enemy. It is a daily confron
tation the Palestinian people are 
engaged in, a struggle against the 
Zionist State which is trying to use all 
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its policies to deny our people their 
rights to remain in their own houses. 
They expel students, teachers, in
tellectuals and farmers, they con
fiscate the lands and demolish 
houses. Our people are still resisting 
all these policies and are fighting back 
this arrogant and ugly enemy. Our 
people in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip are waging a war against the 
Jewish settlers to prevent them from 
achieving their ugly objectives. 

Our fight is a long one, but we are 
determined to achieve our goals and 
objectives. We shall never surrender 
our gun. We shall never abandon our 
armed struggle which we believe is the 

only way of achieving our rights. We 
shall always rely on your support here 
in Zimbabwe and seek the support of 
the progressive forces all over the 
world. 

We shall always fight alongside 
with our brothers in South Africa and 
Namibia. We shall fight with all 
freedom fighters in Latin America 
and Asia. We shall continue our fight 
until Palestine is Hberated, until 
Jerusalem is liberated and until the 
Palestinian flag is raised over the hills 
of Jerusalem and every Palestinian 
city. 

We promise our brothers and 
sisters, here in Zimbabwe, that we 

will meet together, in liberated 
Palestine, in which Moslims, Chris
tians and Jews live together, under ^ 
the Palestinian flag. 

We reiterate our profound thanks 
and appreciation for your solidarity 
with the just struggle of our 'people. 
Long Live the Zimbabwe-Palestine 
Solidarity. 
Long Live ZANU (PF). 
Long Live, Comrade Mugabe. 
Long Live The A f r i c a n - A r a b 
Solidarity and 
Revolution until Victory. 

Apartheid 
is 

Doomed 
The A p a r t h e i d r e g i m e should b e 
n e u t r a l i s e d b e f o r e t h e y m u r d e r 
a n o t h e r of our l e a d e r s . The 
r a c i s t s a r e a t t a c k i n g s t r a t e g i c 
t a r g e t s , bridges, f a c t o r i e s , f a r m s , 
a n d a l l i m p o r t a n t e c o n o m i c a n d 
social i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s in order t o 
h a l t t h e Frontline c a m p a i g n 
a g a i n s t t h e ordious r e g i m e . They 
should never b e a l l o w e d t o 
m a t e r i a l i s e t h e i r s c h e m e s 
a g a i n s t us. This w a s t h e m e s s a g e 
by t h e M o z a m b i c a n A m b a s s a d o r 
Francisco C a e t a n o Jose M a d e i r a , 
w h e n h e a d d r e s s e d t h e 
Z i m b a b w e - M o z a m b i q u e Friend
ship Association recently. Below 
follows t h e full t e x t of his s p e e c h . 

It is a joy to serve my country in 
Zimbabwe as its representative. I feel 
overwhelmed that I am not a 
foreigner here. 

Though I have just arrived, I get the 
impression that I have been here for 
a year. This is because of the 
welcoming environment and the at
titude of Zimbabweans towards me 
and Mozambique. This reality is not 
of my making. It was there, it is there, 
and it will be there. If you ask me who 
created it, I will tell you that it was 
Mzilikazi, Lobengula, Macombere, 
Mapondera, Mondlane, Chitepo, 
Samora Machel, Tongogara, Robert 
Mugabe and othera whose memories 
lie deep in our hearts. 

Comrade Francisco Caetano Jose iMadeira Mozambican Ambassador to Zimbabwe 
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There is a secret force that com
pels us together, ttiere is a voice that 
we dare not resist. Something l<eeps 
on telling us that we are not just 
neighbours, there is something 
strong t>etween us, among us, inside 
us. We are brothers, ver/ special 
brothers. We are brothers united In a 
common struggle and destiny. It ex
plains it ail. 

It is the common blood that flows 
in the veins of each of us, it is the 
common flesh that came from the 
same tree. 

It was yesterday when the news of 
the death of President Samora 
Machel was announced and you just 
couldn't take It. You broke into tears, 
you came out of the streets and wept, 
wept for weeks like children whb cry 
before the dead body of their father, 
brother, leader, hero an6 comrade. 
You cried, the whole of Zimbabwe 
cried for weeks and mourned 
SAMORA MACHEL. You cried for 
Samora Machel, you cried for your 
fallen hero who vî as one of us, 
Samora Machel was a man, our man. 

Despite the difficulties that 
Mozambique is passing through you 
wantcid Samora Machel to be iHiried 
properly, and your generosity was 
unlimited. You came forward and 
contributed, through donations. The 
people and Government of Zimttabwe 
put themselves at the disposal of 
Mozambique for whatever was 
necessary to make sure that their 
hero, our hero Samora Machel had a 
proper burial if a man could not fit in 
one contlrtent. I thank you very much 
far this. The people of Mozarhbique 
thank you. You wrote letters, 
messages, poems, and marched in 
vyaves to my embassy to sign con
dolences book. You came crying to 
present your condolences to me and 
my colleagues at the Embassy. Until 
today I am still receiving donations 
and messages from schools, chur
ches, community organs. Govern
ment departments and other public 
and private institutions to cater for 
the expenses of the funeral services 
of President Samora Machei. 

We are here tonight to continue 
the struggle. Samora has died but the 
ideals and objectives he died for are 
still alive In us, our engagement and 
determination to continue the task he 
left is today even stronger. There is 
a lot ahead to be done. 

Samora wanted our region to t>e 
free, he wanted a free world, where 
people could live together in har
mony, regardless of race, colour or 
creed, where the weaith'produced by 
all could be dually distributed. 

where power and its instrument?* 
would be used for the benefit of the 
people. But there are people who 
don't like this. There are people who 
because of their colour feel superior 
and have special rights to steal from 
the working class. These are the peo
ple who killed the nrfan who stood in 
front and told them that they were 
wrong. They killed Samora and they 
will attempt to kill ail others who will 
st^nd in their way. They should never 
be allowed to do such a thing again. 
They should be neutralized in time, 
and we are here to do that. We will 
fight, tonight with our guitars, with 
our drums, with our saxophones, with 
our traditional songs and culture to 
override these enemies of mankind. 
We will fight tonight with our guns, 
with our planes and helicopters and 
crush the enemy. We will tonight 
mobilize the people to contribute 
funds, food, clothes and medicine to 
feed our soldiers, to clothe our 
dispersed brothers to cure the 
weakening deseases that affect 
them. 

We will tonight mobilize our youth 
to, fight forSwnora's dream to die for 
Samora's dream. 

Tt^ racist apartheid regime is the 
cause of instability in our region. This 
is done to gain political and 
economic advantages over us, to 
destabilise our countries and divert 
ail our attention and resources to 
defence and security so as to destroy 
all significant economic and social 
infrastructure in our countries. After 
we have spent all our economic 
resources buying bullets and military 
hardware it can easily transform our 
countries into bantustans and its 
mercy, peripheral satelltes with the 

task of repeating the voice of the 
Boers ail oyer the world, Supplying 
our material and labour force to the 
white minority in Pretoria and market 
for South African manufactured 
^ods. They are aimed at transform^ 
ing us all Into stirrogateis and huffier 
states to protect the stronghold of 
apartheid and minority racist clique 
in South Africa, it is not by accident 
that the main targets of arrned ban
dits are bridges, factories, farms, 
economic and sociaYinfrastructures. 
It is not by accident that t h e bandits 
have no respect for human life and in
discriminately kill defenceless old 
men, women and children. South 
Africa wants them to do that. Those 
are South African instructions. The 
Pretoria minority regime has always 
been engineering squemes to 
destroy us ail. The boers hate us both 
politically and racially, it is very urv 
fortunate that Malawi has allowed 
itself to b̂  used to foster these 
military egemonic and racist objec
tives of the South African Minority 
regime against us. 

For the sake of mankind and 
civilization we should not allow apar
theid to live any longer. Namibia 
must be free; South Africa must b© 
free. Our region must be free from 
South African raids, bombardments 
and destructions. The boers should 
never be allowed to materialize their 
squemes against us. We must stand 
up and fight. We must rise and fight 
to the last drop of our blood. 
- The racist should no longer tie 
allowed to continue to humiliate us. 
Apartheid is doomed. We vvlii defeat 
apartheid. 

A Luta Continual 

• P O E M • 

G-cramp on Apartheid's Throat 
An econonny uncter seige, mutilated 
trapped in the criss-crosses 
o f a p s B t l ^ 
da Gama's ctew 
capped africans with 'good hope' 
ushering a new wind 
'a discovery' of a discovering people 
but they were also discovered 

^ ^ ^ ^ 

they swallowed the san and the kho|•̂ <hoi 
in Vne triceps 
of their guns 
and today we resist toxin shells 
and the phostoxin (that pdsdn our water) 
dislounging and dismantling 
ttie towa^ of apsBtheld 
the revokrtfon is the citaael 
of our freedom By Munodd M a r a r f k e 
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ZIMBABWE - MOZAMBIQUE 

FRIENDSHIP ASSOCIATION 
P O Box 4203 Harare, Zimbabwe 

'SUPPORT AND SOLIDARITY IS NEITHER AN ACT OF CHARITY NOR FAVOUR BUT 
MUTUAL ASSISTANCE BETWEEN FORCES FIGHTING FOR THE SAME AIMS.' 

COMRADE SAMORA MACHEL 

EXPRESS YOUR SOLIDARITY. JOIN ZIMOFA AND SUPPORT: 
• famine relief campaign 
• scholarship fund 
• cultural programmes 
• exchange visits 
• joint research and information projects 

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY! 
• companies and institutions $50,00 
• waged individuals 20,00 
• schools and cooperatives 10,00 
• Minimun wage earners and individual students 2,00 

SEND YOUR NAME, ADDRESS AMD MEMBERSHIP FEE TO: 
ZIMOFA 
P.O. Box 4203 
Harare 

E X E C U T I V E B O A R D : Deputy Prime Minister Cde Simon Muzenda (Patron) Cdes L t - C o l G a z a 
(Chairperson), C Mathema (Secretary), M Nesangano (Deputy Secretary), R Nyathi (Treasurer), Sr J 
McLaughlin (Communications), P r o f R Austin, F C h u n g , M a j - G e n S G a v a , C dos Santos, J Moyo, M 
Munyati, F r E F Ribeiro, A i r Marshall J Tungamirai, C Ushewokunze 
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The Editorial Staff, of Zimbabwe 
News wish all readers a good 

festive season and a prosperous 

Subscription 
Form For 

ZIMBABWE NEWS 

P l e a s e s e n d 
• 12 i s sues ( 1 Y e a r ) Z $ 8 , 4 0 06 i s s u e s ( s i x m o n t h s ) Z $ 4 , 2 0 
• A s u b s c r i p t i o n f o r m f o r o t h e r c o u n t r i e s t h a n Z i m b a b w e t o 
t h e u n d e r m e n t i o n e d p e r s o n : 

N a m e : 
(Please PriMO 

A d d r e s s : 

S i g n a t u r e 
T h e R a t e s I n d u d c P o s t a g e a n d H a n d U n g . 
I e n c l o s e m y c h e q u e / p o s t a l o r d e r f o r t h e a m o u n t i n d i c a t e d a b o v e . 

M a i l t o T h e Sales O f f i c e r / Z i m b a b w e News 
Jongwe P r i m i n g & Publishing C o . 
1 4 Austin Road 
W o r k i n g t o n 

H A R A R E 
Zimbabwe 



GRASSROOTS BOOKS 
Zimbabwe's Progressive Bookseller 

Revolutionary Literature Available From Grassroots! 
The Land question and the fight for freedom by Lenin $2,84 
This collection of Famous articles by Lenin shows with great clarity the problems which confront the peasantry in their struggle 
against capitalist exploitation, against capitalist landowners and against rural poverty, backwardness and misery — for land 
and freedom. It shows that this struggle can only be effectively waged as part of the overall struggle (of the working masses) 
for sociahsm in firm alliance with the working class. 
Imperialism: The Highest Stage of Capitalism by Lenin $1,65 
An essential work by V.L Lenin written in 1916 which is still fresh and relevant today. In it Lenin explains the development. 
of monopoly capitalism and shows the true nature of imperiahsm — as the stage in which capitalism becomes a parasitical, 
decaying system; the stage when capital and power is concentrated in fewer and fewer hands. 
The Communist Manifesto by Marx and Engels $1,20 
Written in 1848 this truly revolutionary work continues to find miUions of readers in every country. The first Communist pro
gramme ever devised, it explains in simple and convincing terms the truth of capitalist exploitation and hypocricy, of 'wage 
slavery' under capitalism and the misery it brings to the working masses. It also points to the communist future of mankind 
and explains scientifically how socialism will be achieved through inevitable class struggle and socialist revolution. 
Fundamentals of Marxist-Leninist Theory and Tactics of Revolutionary Parties $12,56 
Recently pubHshed, this work substantiates the basic tasks confronting all truly revolutionary parties. It shows the dangerous 
course imperialism is taking, especially the massive preparations for war in the west and the criminal acts of the imperialist 
powers against developing countries in carrying out their strategy of neo-colonialism. It convincingly shows the vitality of anti-
imperialist unity in the current period. 
Problems of Africa Today by Manchka $7,18 
An important new publication which traces the process of transition in Africa from national liberation to anti-imperialist and 
anti-capitalist struggle — the struggle for sociahsm. Significant lessons are drawn from the totahty of the African experience. 
A New Information Order or Psychological Warfare? $4,19 
Journalists, writers, media workers and all those interested in the information world will find this book useful. Imperiahsm 
is making maximum mileage out of psychological warfare against the forces of peace and progress. A barrage of half truths, 
cover ups, lies about socialism, distortions and fantasies of all kinds is being hurled at us through the Western mass media. 
To be able to fight your enemy, you must first know your enemy — hence this book. 
What is Philosophy? $3.60 
What is Scientific Communism? $3,60 
What is Surplus Value? $3,60 . 
What is Dialectical Materialism? $3,60 
What is Historical Materialism? $3,60 

A new series of popular political literature called "The ABC of Social and Political Knowledge". These books explain in 
simple language and easy to understand terms exactly what is meant by the science of Marxism-Leninism, in theory and in prac
tice. Excellent for beginners and all those keen to understand about real socialism — its philosophy, ideology, politics and 
economics. 

Wherever you are in Zimbabwe we can supply you! Simply send your order. We send the books to your nearest Post Office 
via the Post Office C.O.D. system. Your Post Office informs you when the books arrive. You pay them, take your books, 
and that's that. 

Prices include sales tax. Prices do not include postage. 
Don't forget Grassroots has a complete selection of all the works of Marx, Engels and Lenin. Also a stock of thousands 

of socialist and progressive books. Whatever your particular interest — from apartheid to Nicaragua, from historical materialism 
to political economy. Grassroots has something for you. Socialist knowledge is real power! Power to struggle for world peace, 
justice and sociahsm. People's power! Come to Grassroots and see a new world in books. Forward with anti-imperialist unity!! 
Visit our shops at:-
"Africa House", 100 Stanley Avenue, Harare. Tel: 792551 
125, Fort Street, (Corner 13th Avenue), Bulawayo. Tel: 67543 
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