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E D I T O R I A L 
Congratulations President Mugabe 

O n 21 July, 1988, His Excellency Comrade Robert 
Mugabe, President of our young Republic was named 
as the wuiner of the Second Annual Africa prize for 

Leadership forthe Sustainable End of Hunger. The announce­
ment was made by Mr. Bradford Morse, Chairman of Africa 
Prize jury, at a global teleconference originating from Lusaka, 
Zambia, and from UN headquarters in New York. 

More than 3 000 Hunger Project participants and other sup­
porters of the future of Africa assembled at 128 sites in 18 coun­
tries to participate in the announcement. The two originating 
sites were linked by two-way te|evision, which was then distribut­
ed across North America, by satellite transmission and learn­
ing channel, cable televisions and premier educational network. 
The programme was seen live across Zambia on the Zambia 
National Broadcasting Corporation. At other sites, from Auck­
land to Geneva, from New Delhi to Munich, from Nairobi and 
Harare to Sydney and London, groups participated in the lar­
gest telephone conference call in Hunger Project history. 

President Mugabe was cited in Mr. Morse's announcement 
for bringing peace and prosperity in Zimbabwe, and for estab­
lishing policies which have made Zimbabwean agriculture "one 
of the most impressive success stories on the continent." 

This international recognition of President Mugabe's leader­
ship talents is well deserved. Under his guidance, our country 
has made tremendous strides since political liberation in 1980. 
This is particularly true for our peasant and commercial farm­
ers. Communal and small farms have since 1980 increased their 
crop revenues ten-fold and extended their share of agricultural 
production from 10 percent to 64 percent. They now receive 
18 times more farm loans than in 1979. 

Public health and education have also vastly improved in Zim­
babwe. Infant mortality rate has dropped in this country from 
121 in 1979 to 76 today. Primary school enrolment has tripled 
and secondary school enrolment increased five-fold. 

President Mugabe is internationally respected as one of the 
intellectual giants of the African continent. He has achieved a 

high degree of social harmony which few could have predicted 
would follow Zimbabwe's violent struggle for independence. 

For winning the Africa Prize, President Mugabe received great 
praise from many statesmen around the world. President Kaun-
da of Zambia, summed up the main sentiments expressed when 
he described Comrade Mugabe as a "gallant freedom flgbter. 
He fought exploitation of man by man, on the basis of deep-
rooted principle." 

In Africa, given the magnitude of the problems which we face, 
exhibiting leadership takes a truly extraordinary degree of 
courage, vision, commitment, dedication and a powerful sense 
of purpose. We in Zimbabwe are fortunate to have a leader who 
has all these qualities. 

We congratulate you. Comrade Mugabe. Well done! 

Another Bumber Harvest 

The Zimbabwe farmers have done it again! It is common 
knowledge that the rains were late in coming last year. The crop­
ping season started with considerable apprehension for fear of 
another drought. When the rains did eventually come, our farm­
ers rose to the occasion. We now have a bumper crop in both 
maize and cotton. 

The late start of the season also meant a late harvest. There 
was therefore great concern by the farmers that the crops would 
not be brought in before the rains. What a blow this would have 
been to the farmers; what an embarassment this would have 
been to our President having just received the coveted prize for 
leadership for the Sustainable end of Hunger. 

Government must be congratulated for rising up to the occa­
sion by mobilising transport (DDF, CMED, RMS, ZNA, ZRP) 
to participate in the crop haulage programme we are now as­
sured that all crops will be in before the rains. 
Well Done Farmers! Well Done Government! • 

LETTERS 
Dumping Toxic Waste in Africa 

The Editor, 
I was shocked and angered to hear that some 
Italian companies are trying to dump dan­
gerous toxic waste in our country Zim­
babwe. Italian companies have dumped dan­
gerous waste in Nigeria. Even more danger­
ous waste has also been dumped in Benin, 
Guinea-Bissau, and other African countries 
with or without their knowledge. This dan­
gerous practice must be stopped forthwith 
by all African countries. ;£ven those that 

have huge debts must never be attracted to 
receive a little bit of money so that they can 
have this dangerous toxic waste dumped in 
their territories, for they will kill future 
generations of African children. 

The European Economic Community 
should also stop their member-states from 
dumping this dangerous toxic waste in Afri­
ca. They must pass in their European Pariia-
ment a humane law that forbids all their 
members from taking waste to Africa. The 
European nations are despising Africa far 
too much. For nearly 400 years they looted 
this continent of its manpower, taking men. 

women and children to America as slaves. 
After the slave trade they colonised us, loot­
ing all our mineral wealth as well as our 
natural resources for another 300 years. 
Now we fought against slavery and we 
fought against colonialism and defeated the 
Europeans. Now they want to kill us by 
depositing their dangerous toxic waste in our 
rivers and in our soil so that future geijera-
tions of African children can be killed. The< 
European Economic Community produces 
30 million tonnes of industrial waste every 
year. Public opinion in Europe does not al­
low them to dump it there without it being 
properly treated. But this treatment is very 
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costly. So, the European businessmen have 
found a new trade of selling this waste to 
African countries at ridiculously low rates. 
In Guinea-Bissau, European and American 
toxic waste has been deposited there while 
paying that government $40 per tonne. This 
price is a fraction of what it would cost them 
to process the waste in Europe and deposit 
it there. I think we must take firm measures 
to stop this new form of human slavery. 

The Organization of African Unity has 
passed a resolution urging African govern­
ments to refiise to receive this dangerous 
waste. But that is not enough. Those govern­
ments that receive this waste should be 
brought before an international court of 
African countries set up in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia. We must try and bring to justice 
those European salesmen and those Africans 
who receive this dangerous toxic waste. I 
appeal to the Non-Aligned Movement to act 
on this matter. 
Yours faithfully 
S.K Murahwa 
Murehwa District 

Why have you not srait us Zimbabwe News 
Issue on Reburial Exercise? 
The Editor, 

We direct this letter to the Department of 

Information and Publicity of the Party, par­
ticularly the person responsible for the dis­
tribution of the magazine "Zimbabwe 
News". 

We put much effort in compiling reports 
on the Reburial Exercise of the fallen ex-
combatants. We sent you the reports which 
were published in the August Issue which 
focussed on the Heroes Reburial Exercise. 
This August Issue has not been sent to Mas-
vingo Province. Why? Is it that we are 
forgotten? 

Please, we need 200 copies of the above 
mentioned Magazine. We also want to read 
our own history on the reburial of our fallen 
heroes. 
Yours, 
C o m r a d e - i n - a r m s 
Masvingo 

Does the Local Community Court not 
want to Hear my Case? 

The Editor, 
I write to seek your help either by pub­

licizing my letter or by advising me on what 
course of action I should take. But before 
doing that, you probably would want to 
know what my problem is all about. Let me 
tell you. 

I am a blind man who works at Jairos Jiri 
Centre in the Mziiikazi High Density Area 
in Bulawayo. I started work in May 1986 
and I managed to save a little money. 

As a matter of fact, I proposed love to 
Miss Ntombi Yeskolo whose father is John­
son Ndebele. Once the woman accepted my 
proposal, I arranged a go-between (munyai) 
to discuss on my behalf the issue of lobola. 
In 1986 the first payment of roora was $30 
and the second in the same year amounted 
to $80,00. I paid $60,00 in 1987. 

Now my problem is that the father of the 
girl is rough. He does not want his daugh­
ter to marry me. The munyai is also threa­
tened. I have decided to take the matter to 
the local community court at Makhandeni 
in Bulawayo because the village court was 
not willing to help. The Community Court 
is also delaying. My question is, does the 
local community court also not want to hear 
my case? It seems pe(^e do not want to help 

those who are blind. Does our legal system 
only cater for those who see? 

Please hear the blind too! I want my wife. 
If the wife is not available, her father should 
give back my money which 1 paid as part 
of lobola. 
Yours, 
The Blind Complainant 
Peter Chemhere 
Mberengwa 

A t Ethiopian Airlines we know that a smile goes 
a long way. On board pthiopian you'll find miles 

of smiles, we like our'passengers to feel at 
home with us. In the air and on the ground, 

our friendly and helpful service has 
earned us our reputation as Africa's 

premier airline. 
4th Floor, CABS Centre, Stanley Ave Harare 

Phone 790705/6 or 795215/6 
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P r e s i d e n t R e c e i v e s t h e 1 9 8 8 A f r i c a P r i z e f o r 
L e a d e r s h i p f o r t h e S u s t a i n a b l e E n d o f H u n g e r 

The Zimbabwe News publishes below in full the speech by His Excellency, the President of the Republic of Zimbabwe, Comrade R.G. :Musabe on the occasion of the Presentation to him of the Africa Prize for Leadership for the Sustainable End of Hunger in New York on September, 15, 1988. 

I personally feel most singularly 
honoured and priviledged to be here to­
day to receive the Hunger Project's 

Second Annual Africa prize for Leadership 
for the Sustainable End of Hunger. It is, in­
deed, with a sense of gratitude and deep hu­
mility that I accqjt this honour. I do so with 
the M knowledge diat this prestigious prize 
is not fob me alone, but is, even more im­
portantly, for the people of Zimbabwe, and 
especially those hard-working and resource­
ful Zimbabweans, our farmers, both large 
and small-scale, commercial and ccmimunal. 

Mr. Chairman, let me begin by also plac­
ing on record my most sincere gratitude on 
record to those members and non-members 
of the Hunger Project who, collectively or 
severally, put my name in nomination for 
this prize and the generous award that goes 
with it. On my own behalf and on behalf of 
my country, I also wish to pay tribute to all 
these persons, honourable men and wom­
en, who have dedicated and invested their 

ideas, dioughts and financial resources into 
tfie establishment of die Hunger Progect. The 
annual Africa Prize for Leadership for the 
Sust ainable End of Hunger's greatest value 
does not so much lie in generous financial 
award, important Aough this is, as in the 
fact that it draws international attention and 
that of Africa in particular, to the sccwrge 
of hunger which ravages many countries 
e^iecially in Sub-Saharan Africa and to the 
inqwrative need for us all to work systemat­
ically towards its elimination. 

The Prize is thus designed to focus inter­
national attention, as well as that of the peo­
ple of Africa, on Africa's struggle against 
hunger, starvation, malnutrition and relat­
ed evils. In addition, it places the spotlight 
on the nature and quality of leadership as 
it relates to agricultural development in 
general and national agricultural policies in 
particular. Yet, in all this, we should never 
lose sight of the people, particularly the 

agricultural producers themselves, for they 
are a key factor in the war against hunger. 
In the case of Zimbabwe, the place and role 
of the previously neglected small peasant or 
communal fanner deserves special mention. 

Agriculture Sector 
I believe that those who have been tempted 
to characterise the modest achievements of 
our agricultural sector in the past eight years 
as a miracle have been inspired by the en­
couraging contriburion of the small 
producers in our Communal Lands. These 
Lands, formerly known as Tribal Trust 
Lands (TTL), were a creation of the colonial 
regime in our country. Tky were a glaring 
manifestation of that regime's racially-based 
and discriminatory land policies. Although 
these lands were the home of most of the 
country's population, their agricultural 
production never — and by design too — 
rose above the subsistence level. Hiese 
Lands were the reservoirs of cheap and 
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semi-slave African labour, which was the 
backbone of the White Settler economy. In 
fact, at Independence, food production in 
these crowded and impoverished areas had 
dropped to below the subsistence level. On 
the other hand, the large-scale commercial 
farming sector had always received maxi­
mum attentioh and preferential treatment 
from the Government. Not only did the 
commercial farmers own large farms in the 
best parts of the country, they also had ac­
cess to credit, fertilisers, extension services 
and marketing facilities. 

Distinguished Guests, such discriminatory 
policies against the African farmers in the 
communal areas were obviously repugnant 
and unacceptable to us as an independent na­
tion. As a Government committed to the 
principles of non-racialism, equality and 
democracy, we had inevitably to address 
ourselves to this situation at Independence 
as a matter of high priority. In tackling this 
daunting task, my Government was confi­
dent that, with imaginative policies, deliber­
ate encouragement and appropriate incen­
tives, the peasant farmers could not only 
produce enough to meet the immediate needs 
of their families, but could also in fact turn 
out increasing amounts of marketable sur­
pluses. Thus, at the very outset, in 1980, 
my Government introduced a rural resettle­
ment programme for our landless peasants. 
This pri>gramme was, however, implement­
ed under the proviso that the land so provid­
ed was to be put to productive use. Govern­
ment also distributed better quality seed and 
fertilizers to the peasant farmers, including 
erstwhile war refugees and displaced per­
sons. We also promised improved market­
ing facilities and better prices for whatever 
surpluses the farmers were able to produce. 

Government Policy 
The farmers' acceptance of Government 
policy and their hard work were quickly and 
generously rewarded. As is now well 
known, the combination of government poli­
cies, hard work on the part of all our farm­
ers, and the heavens' cooperation in bring­
ing good soaking rains all over the country, 
enabled our newly-independent nation to 
realise a bumper harvest in the 1980/81 sea­
son. Most striking was the contribution of 
the communal farmers to this harvest and, 
I might add, to subsequent harvests. They 
realised large surpluses which they were 
eager to sell in order to meet other needs. 
True to its promises, the Government assist­
ed the farmers with the transportation of 
their produce to the market. The farmers 
also fetched good prices for their crops. 

Distinguished and Esteemed Friends, the 
happy results of the 1980/81 season en­
couraged Government in its conviction that 
agriculture, the backbone of Zimbabwe's 
economic development, should be given 
even greater attention in future. Our Tran­
sitional National Development Plan, which 
was promulgated in 1982 placed an ap­
propriate accent on the agricultural sector, 
with even greater emphasis upon the peasant 
producer in the Communal Lands. Having 
themselves tasted the sweet fruits of success 

P l o u g h i n g f o r s o H - s u f f l c l o n c y 

in 1980/81, our farmers were even more de­
termined to produce higher yields. 

The period after 1981, including especial­
ly the 1983/84 season, was seriously affect­
ed by drought. Indeed 1983/84 witnessed 
one of the severest droughts on record. 
Despite the setbacks of the drought, 
however. Government remained totally con­
vinced of the correctness of promoting the 
efforts of peasant fanners and small-scale 
producers as one of the most appropriate and 
effective strategies of rural development. 
Fortunately, the 1984/85 season was good. 
Subsequent seasons, though interrupted by 
the serious drought in 1986/87, were, on the 
whole, satisfactory. This year is, however, 
a particularly good year across the country. 
As a result of the above efforts, the place 
of the peasant producer in ensuring adequate 
national food security has been firmly es­
tablished. Indeed, the peasant farmers and 
small-scale producers' agricultural produc­
tion now accounts for 64 per cent of the na­
tional production. 

War Against Hunger 
Comrades and Friends, the story of Zim­
babwe's modest success in waging its war 
against hunger, starvation, malnutrition and 
related diseases can be told in words and il­
lustrated statistically. This has already been 
done by various analysts and I shall shortly 
return to this aspect. One point needs to be 
emphasised about the Zimbabwe experience, 
however, and that is that the struggle against 
hunger and malnutrition is also a ftmction 
of democracy and equity. Under colonial­
ism, deprivation and hunger existed side by 
side with affluence and opulence. This sit­
uation continues in apartheid South Africa, 
where the oppressed black child's preoccu­
pation is where and when to have his next 
meal while his white brothers' main concern 
is how to find an excuse to skip one of his 
too many meals. 

Zimbabwe's modest victories in the war 
to end and banish hunger are clearly a se­
quel to our other victory over colonialism 
and racial oppression. Independence brought 
with it opportunities for the majority of our 
people to be involved in productive activi­
ties, including Agriculture. National In­

dependence and the new democratic order 
have enabled the introduction of appropri­
ate land reform programmes, which are a 
prerequisite to a successftil agricultural revo­
lution. The phenomenon of dualism, which 
had hitherto characterised the colonial 
agricultural policy, is now being replaced 
by a system deliberately designed to bring 
the peasant and small land-holder into the 
cash economy on terms and conditions 
favourably comparablfe to those of the large-
scale commercial farmer. The idea is to up­
lift, the productive capacity of the peasant 
sector which accounts for 70 per cent of thf 
population, while rationalising and coi 
solidating the large-scale commerci; 
sub-sector. 

' Measures of Stability 
The statutory control of the agricultural 
producer prices and the flexible market in­
tervention have enabled the Government to 
implement some measure of income stabil­
ity in the agricultural sector and to unleash 
a significant level of economic activity in 
the hitherto dormant traditional sector. 

The producer and selling prices of essen­
tial agricultural products are set by Govern­
ment each year after taking account of 
domestic and international demand 
structures. 

This feature of agricultural incentives has 
not only been the awarding of regular price 
increases to the farmers to compensate for 
the changes in the cost of production and 
with a view to increasing output, the policy 
has also been accompanied by bold decisions 
on the part of Government to adjust con­
sumer selling prices and gradually move 
away from a cheap food policy based on 
price subsidies. This strategy has in turn 
enabled Government to sustain its positive 
and 'remunerative price, policy structure 
while ensuring a stable food supply at 
reasonable cost to the consumer, particularly 
the low income groups. 

As earlier observed, the positive result of 
these policies has been rapid increase in the 
contribution of peasant farmers to the na­
tional production figures, household food 
security and to the overall agricultural econ­
omy. For example, the production of key 
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'crops like maize and cotton by the small 
farmers is now almost on a par with that of 
their large-scale commercial counterparts. 
In the year ending 30th September, 1986 
small-scale and communal farmers delivered 
819 000 tonnes or 45 percent of the maize 
grain total compared with 38 000 tonnes in 
the year ending 30th September, 1980. Simi­
lar achievements have been made with cot­
ton. In the year ending February 1987 small-
scale and communal farmers delivered 55 
percent of the total compared to 10 percent 
of the total intake of 1980. 

On a national scale, surpluses have also 
been recorded in beef and dairy products, 
small grains and horticultural products. Milk 
intake by our Dairy Marketing Board, for 
example, increased from 150 million litres 
in 1981/82 to 222 million in 1986/87 result­
ing in a positive impact on nutrition. 

Secure Future 
Distinguished Guests, as is clear from our 
First Five-Year National Development Plan, 
the agricultural sector has a secure future 
in Zimbabwe. Yet there is also much room 
for improvement, including the need to im­
prove yields significantly, particularly in the 
communal sub-sector. To this end, we have 
set up Farming System Research Units in 
order to further understand the farmers' pri­
orities and constraints. We are also continu­
ing with the process of strengthening our ex­
isting extension services. Our researchers 
still observe a big gap between their ex­
perimental plot yields and the theoretical 
potential yields calculated from the amount 
of solar radiation falling on our fields. 

As the grain yields per unit area are in­
creased nationwide, we feel encouraged to 
diversify our agricultural sector to encom­
pass more crops, thus broadening the nutri­
tional base and creating new possibilities for 
rural development and employment. A 
sound agricultural base facilitates the reali­
sation of forward and backward linkages 
with industry. 

Comrades and Friends, while Zimbabwe­
an fanners seem to have been reasotiably 
successful, the Government continues to be 
concerned about the phenomenon of land 
degradation through soil erosion. The rapid 
deterioration in the quality of land is only 
matched by the high growth rate of our 
population. It is clear that a rapidly deteri­
orating resource base will soon be unable 
to sustain a fast growing population, unless 
both trends are arrested. For diis reason, we 
are intensifying our family planning 
programmes. At the same time, we have ap­
plied various resource planning and manage­
ment techniques, including, though currently 
only experimentally, a new model known 
as Holistic Resource Management which, 
we hope, should ensure economic benefits 
and long-term ecological soundness. 

Food Security Efforts 
Mr. Chairman, the people of Zimbabwe 
know that they are not alone in the struggle 
against hunger and starvation. Our efforts 
constitute Zimbabwe's modest contribution 
to the regional, or even continental, food 
security efforts. Zimbabwe, as is known, 
coordinates the Food Security Programme 
of the SADCC regional grouping. In this ca-

• pacity, we commit considerable resources 
towards the development of regional strate­
gies and plans to combat hunger, starvation 
and poverty beyond our national borders. 
In addition, Zimbabwe also subscribes to 
and participates in a number of other region­
al and continental organisations concerned 
with issues of food production and agricul­
tural development. 

This statement cannot be complete without 
reference to the role and contributions of 
friendly governments, non-governmental or­
ganisations, international organisations and 
specialised UN agencies. They have all com­
mitted substantial financial, material, and 
human resources towards the development 
of our food security. Their activities encom­
pass a variety of activities in the rural areas 

including water development and the co­
ordination of the fight against locusts and 
other crop pests. The World Food 
Programme, the FAG and the UN Disaster 
Relief Organisation, to name only a few, are 
well known in Zimbabwe. 1 want to reiter­
ate my country's determination to play its 
part in Africa's efforts to eliminate the con­
tinent's persistent food crisis as urged by the 
UN Programme of Action for African Eco­
nomic Recovery and Development 
(1986-90). 

Africa Food Crisis 
Ladies and Gentlemen, I cannot conclude 
this statement without making reference, al­
beit briefly, to the African food crisis. The 
facts of this crisis are well enough known 
and I need not go into them in any detail. 
We all know of the harrowing pictures of 
haggard women and men and, above all, 
children with bony imitations of normal 
limbs and sunken eyes, all silhoutted against 
a blazing sun and all teetering towards vir­
tually certain death in some remote wind­
swept plain on our continent. Ethiopia, 
Mozambique, Sudan, the entire Sahel region 
and other areas of oû r continent, have be­
come household names around the world be­
cause the television camera has told the story 
of how death from the ravages of hunger can 
be so cruel and painful and yet so common. 
Can we escape responsibility, whoever w6 
are? Can we stand aloof or switch off the 

Z l m b a b w M ' s m o d M t v I e t o r i M i n tti* w a r a g a i n s t h u n g e r a r a f u H y s u p p o r t a d b y 
c M l d r a n 

M o z a m b l c a n m o t h a r s q u a u i n g f o r f o o d 
I n r a f u g a a c a m p s 

offending pictures from our TV screens in 
favour of more acceptable fare? 

We surely ought to say NO to hunger in 
an age of grain mountains and the techno­
logical revolution. 

We surely ought to realise that while food 
handduts bring welcome relief — indeed life 
itself — to the starving, foreign assistance 
programmes ought to be directed towards 
improving the productive infrastructure and 
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capacities of the recipient countries. The 
qnead of deserts is inevitable; it can be 
blocked. The destruction of tropical forests 
and the siltation of rivers are not God-
ordained phenomena; they can, given a 
sense of conunitment on the part of us all, 
be prevented or reversed. Low agricultural 
productivity arising from the use of primi­
tive implements and the absence of techni­
cal know-how should, as we enter the last 
decade of the 20th century, be regarded as 
an unmitigated evil in the perpetuation of 
which we all surely have some share of 
re^nsibility. 

If we remain cognisant of the fact that 
Africa was once violenUy subjugated and ex­
ploited under slavery and colonialism, it cer­
tainly is not too much to ask that, in this day 
of the African political renaissance, the flow 

of economic benefit should be in the reverse 
direction for a change. 

Transfer Technology 
We call on the developed coimtries to trans­
fer the technology that would enable us to 
conquer hunger and mass starvation today 
rather than in some remote foture. We call 
on them to realise that while today the con­
tinent of Africa may be viewed in some 
quarters as a disaster area, we Africans, are 
determined to secure our future and to es­
tablish ourselves as tixnorrow's OHitinent. 
We have already in many places on flje con­
tinent begun the irreversible march towards 
a future of progress, prosperity and happi­
ness for our people. Whilst we have no il­
lusions about the weight of the responsibil­
ity that history has thrust on our shoulders, 
we are nevertheless determined to succeed. 

Those who share the burden with us — the 
Hunger Project among them — make the 
realisation of success even more certain. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, once again as I ac­
knowledge, with humility and gratitude, the 
great honour donft to me by the Hunger 
Project, by way of this prestigious award, 
I must pay a richly deserved tribute to all 
the agricultural producers of Zimbabwe and 
the various relevant agencies of Govern­
ment, for their conunitment, dedication and 
hardwork. As I said at the beginning, this 
Prize is ours together. I call on than and 
on all our people to view this award as a 
stepping stone, indeed an encouragement, 
to yet greater struggles and achievements in 
the fight against imdenlevelq»nent and mass 
poverty and hunger. 

^ Thank you. 

P r e s i d e n t S p e a k s o u t o n t h e P l i g h t 
o f R e f u g e e s a n d D i s p l a c e d p e r s o n s 

H is Excellency, the President, Com­
rade R.G. Mugabe has identified 
South Africa's evil policy of apar-

ttaekl as the root cause of the Southon Africa 
problem of refugees, displaced persons and 
returnees. He was speaking at the Intema-ticHi^ Conference on the plight of Refiigees, 
Returnees and Displaced persons in 
Southern Africa in Norway's capital Oslo 
in August. 

The President said that there are over 
100 000 refugees in Zimbabwe of whom 

70 000 are Mozambicans running away 
from the MNR bandits. He said many more 
are arriving every day and a fifth camp to 
house about 23 000 refugees is to be c^ned. 
Of concern to Comrade Mugabe was that 
the camps are badly crowded. This can 
cause serious health problems. 

Comrade Mugabe also said Zimbabwe is 
ready to receive displaced Arsons. He was 
concerned with the cross-border raids, 
murders, rapes, robberies and destruction 
of property by the RENAMO bandits. 

' 'The bloody massacres by the South Afri­
can backed bandits and the attacks on our 
main access routes," Comrade Mugabe, 
who is also the Chairman of the Non-
Aligned Movement said, "are part of South 
Africa's "total strategy" aimed at making 
Southern African states economically depea-
dent on it and thus politically subservient". 

Speaking at the conference attended by-
Mr. Ide Onmarou (Chairman of the Con­
ference and the Organisation of African Uni­
ty's Secretary General) Mausia Traore 
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( O A U C h a i r m a n ) a n d C d e . K e n n e t h K a u n -
d a , C d e . M u g a b e s a i d t h i s p r o b l e m o f r e f u ­
g e e s w i l l c o n t i n u e a s l o n g a s a p a r t h e i d 
e x i s t s . 

H e d i s m i s s e d t h e v i e w t h a t s a n c t i o n s w i l l 
h u r t S o u t h A f r i c a n b l a c k s as a n e x c u s e t o 
c o n t i n u e s u p p o r t i n g t h e P r e t o r i a r e g i m e . 
" W e i n S o u t h e r n A f r i c a a r e p r e p a r e d t o 
s a c r i f i c e t o d a y f o r a b e t t e r t o m o r r o w ' ' . T h e 
P r e s i d e n t a l s o o b s e r v e d t h a t t h e s e l e c t i v e 
e c o n o m i c s a n c t i o n s m u s t b e u p - g r a d e d i n t o 
f u l l s c a l e b e c a u s e i t i s t h e o n l y p e a c e f u l 
r e s o r t r e m a i n i n g . 

C o m r a d e R o b e r t M u g a b e w e n t o n t o s a y 
t h a t t h e c o u n t r i e s w h i c h c o n t i n u e t o s u p p o r t 
P r e t o r i a a r e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e s u f f e r i n g o f 
t h e v i c t i m s o f a p a r t h e i d . W h i l e t h e S o u t h e r n ' 
A f r i c a n D e v e l o p m e n t C o - o r d i n a t i o n C o n f e r ­

e n c e ( S A D C C ) m a k e s c o m m e n d a b l e e f f o r t s 
t o i m p r o v e a n d r e h a b i l i t a t e t h e r e g i o n ' s d e ­
v e l o p m e n t i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ; S o u t h A f r i c a c r i p ­
p l e t h o s e e f f o r t s t h r o u g h R E N A M O a n d 
U N I T A . I t i s t h u s i m p o r t a n t f o r s o m e 
S A D C C c o u n t r i e s t o d e p l o y m a t e r i a l a n d 
h u m a n r e s o u r c e s t o p r o t e c t o u t l e t s t o t h e s e a . 

S p e a k i n g o n t h e N a m i b i a n p r o b l e m , t h e 
P r e s i d e n t o f t h e R e p u b l i c o f Z i m b a b w e s a i d 
m o r e t h a n 8 0 0 0 0 r e f u g e e s h a v e l e f t 
N a m i b i a t o s e t t l e i n A n g o l a , Z a m b i a , T a n ­
z a n i a a n d B o t s w a n a . A d d i n g , h e c a u t i o n e d 
t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o m m u n i t y n o t b e c o m p l a ­
c e n t a n d b e l i e v e t h a t S o u t h A f r i c a w i l l 
h o n o u r i t s w o r d . " T h e r e g i m e ' s t r a c k r e c o r d 
h a s b e e n c o n s i s t e n t ; w e a r e y e t t o b e p r o v e d 
w r o n g " . , 

T u r n i n g t o Z i m b a b w e ' s e x o e r i e n c e . C o m ­

r a d e M u g a b e s a i d o f t h e m o r e t h a n 2 0 0 0 0 0 , 
t h e f e w r e m a i n i n g o n e s a r e s t i l l m o v i n g t o 
Z i m b a b w e . T h e s u c c e s s o f t h e r e h a b i l i t a ­
t i o n , h e s a i d , h a s b e e n l a r g e l y b e c a u s e o f 
t h e p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n i n Z i m b a b w e . 

O f t h e r e f u g e e s s e t t l e d i n Z i m b a b w e m o s t 
a r e b e i n g p r o v i d e d w i t h e d u c a t i o n a n d s k i l l s 
t r a i n i n g , s o m e a s b u i l d f e r s , c a r p e n t e r s , 
b l a c k s m i t h s , t a i l o r s a n d a g r i c u l t u r a l 
p r o d u c e r s — C o m r a d e M u g a b e a l s o t h a n k e d 
t h e n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i s a t i o n s a n d t h e 
U n i t e d N a t i o n H i g h C o m m i s s i o n e r f o r R e f u ­
g e e s f o r t h e i r v a l u a b l e w o r k . 

T h e c o n f e r e n c e w a s a l s o a t t e n d e d b y t h e 
f o r m e r T a n z a n i a P r e s i d e n t , M w a l i m u J u l i u s 
N y e r e r e a n d A r c h b i s h o p D e s m o n d T u t u o f 
C a p e T o w n w h o i s a l s o t h e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e 
A l l - A f r i c a C o n f e r e n c e o f C h u r c h e s . • 

M u z e n d a U r g e s J o u r n a l i s t s t o D e v e l o p 
E f f e c t i v e C o m m u n i c a t i o n N e t w o r i c s 

T h e V i c e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e R e p u b l i c 
o f Z i m b a b w e C o m r a d e S i m o n 
M u z e n d a , h a s c h a l l e n g e d t h e 

d e v e l o p m e n t a l j o u r n a l i s t t o r e f r a i n f r o m u s ­
i n g t h e s a m e j o u r n a l i s t i c t o o l s w h i c h h a v e 
b e e n u s e d b y a n e x p l o i t a t i v e a n d o p p r e s s i v e 
m a c h i n e r y . 

H e w a s s p e a k i n g a t t h e o p e n i n g o f t h e 
t h i r d C o n f e r e n c e o f J o u r n a l i s t O r g a n i s a t i o n s 
o f S o u t h e r n A f r i c a o n t h e 2 1 s t S e p t e m b e r , 
t h i s y e a r 1 9 8 8 . 

" L a n g u a g e i s a d o u b l e — e d g e d s w o r d . 
I t c a n b u i l d a n d i t c a n d e s t r o y . I t s p o w e r 
s h o u l d t h e r e f o r e n e v e r b e u n d e r r a t e d . I n 

r e s p o n s i b l e h a n d s l a n g u a g e c a n b e a n i n s t r u ­
m e n t f o r a c h i e v i n g d e v e l o p m e n t a n d s o l i d a r ­
i t y . A n d y e t i n t h e h a n d s o f i r r e s p o n s i b l e 
p e o p l e l a n g u a g e c a n b e a n i n s t r u m e n t o f 
d e s t a b i l i s a t i o n a n d c u l t u r a l d o m i n a t i o n . 
T h e r e f o r e , t h e c h a l l e n g e b e f o r e o u r j o u r ­
n a l i s t s i s t o f o r g e a l a n g u a g e a n d s t y l e t h a t 
c a n a d e q u a t e l y e x p r e s s o u r n e e d s , f e e l i n g s , 
a s p i r a t i o n s a n d o u r w o r l d o u t l o o k , " C o m ­
r a d e M u z e n d a s a i d . 

H e t o l d t h e c o n f e r e n c e t h a t t h o s e t o o l s 
h a v e b e e n u s e d b y a n o p p r e s s i v e a n d e x ­
p l o i t a t i v e m a c h i n e r y d u r i n g t h e c o l o n i a l e r a . 
C o m r a d e M u z e n d a w e n t o n t o s a y t h a t t h e 
j o u r n a l i s t i c v a l u e s a n d e t h i c s o f d e v e l o p m e n ­
t a l c o m m u n i c a t i o n s h o u l d b e i n t h e t r a d i t i o n s 
a n d e x p e r i e n c e s c r e a t e d b y o u r s u c c e s s a n d 
s t r u g g l e s . H e a l s o q u e s t i o n e d t h e c o n t i n u ­
o u s u s e o f t h e s e t o o l s i n o u r d e v e l o p i n g s o ­
c i e t i e s t o l i b e r a t e S o u t h A f r i c a a n d N a m i b i a . 

T h e V i c e P r e s i d e n t s a i d t h e c o l o n i a l c o m ­
m u n i c a t i o n i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s w e r e d e s i g n e d t o 
i n s t i t u t e c u l t u r a l d o m i n a t i o n . H e p o i n t e d l a n ­
g u a g e a n d s t y l e as t h e t w o t o o l s u s e d b y t h e 
c o l o n i a l a n d W e s t e r n m e d i a . 

A d d r e s s i n g t h e t h i r d c o n f e r e n c e o f j o u r ­
n a l i s t o r g a n i s a t i o n s o f S o u m e m A f r i c a , 
C o f n r a d e M u z e n d a c a l l e d f o r a r e j e c t i o n o f 
t h e h y p o c r i c y o f t h e a d v o c a t e s o f t h e f r e e ­
d o m o f t h e p r e s s w h o c o l l a b o r a t e w i t h t h e 
P r e t o r i a r e g i m e t o o p p r e s s t h e p e o p l e o f 
S o u t h A f r i c a a n d N a m i b i a . H e u r g e d t h e 
r e p o r t e r s t o e x p o s e s u c h p e o p l e w h o u s e t h e 
c o n c e p t o f f r e e d o m o f p r e s s t o p r o v i d e S o u t h 
A f r i c a w i t h i n f o r m a t i o n a n d m o r a l e n -
c o u r a g m e n t t o p e r p e t r a t e a g g r e s s i o n a n d 
s p o n s o r a r m e d b a n d i t s a g a i n s t t h e F r o n t l i n e 
S t a t e s . 

E f f e c t i v e N e t w o r k s 
P r o g r e s s i v e j o u r n a l i s t s m u s t t h e r e f o r e d e ­
v e l o p e f f e c t i v e n e t w o r k s t h a t c a n e f f e c t i v e ­
l y c h a l l e n g e t h e c o l l a b o r a t o r s a n d t h e a l l i e s 
o f S o u t h A f r i c a ' s d i s i n f o r m a t i o n c a m p a i g n , 
h e s a i d . 

C o m r a d e M u z e n d a , w h o i s a l s o t h e V i c e -
P r e s i d e n t o f t h e R e p u b l i c o f Z i m b a b w e 
c a l l e d u p o n t h e n a t i o n a l j o u r n a l i s t s t o i n d i ­
c a t e w h a t n a t i o n a l c o m m u n i c a t i o n p o l i c i e s 
a r e n e e d e d s o t h a t t h e y b e c o m e p r i n c i p a l a c ­
t o r s i n t h e d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g m a c h i n e r y o f 
t h e i r c o m m u n i t i e s . 

H e s a i d t h e d e v e l o p m e n t a l j o u r n a l i s t s 
m u s t a l s o c r i t i c i s e t h e p o w e r f u l j o u r n a l i s t s 
a n d f o r e i g n m e d i a t h a t h a v e s p o n s o r e d t h e 
m a g n i t u d e o f t h e financial, m a t e r i a l a n d h u ­
m a n r e s o u r c e s o f t h e F r o n t l i n e S t a t e s w h i c h 
h a v e b e e n s w a l l o w e d b y t h e P r e t o r i a r e ­
g i m e ' s d e s t a b i l i s a t i o n m o n s t e r . 

C o m r a d e M u z e n d a a d v i s e d t h e d e v e l o p ­
m e n t a l c o m m u n i c a t o r s t o s e t u p t h e i r o w n 
t r a d i t i o n s t o h e l p t h e m d e f i n e h u m a n s t r u g ­
g l e a n d h e r o i s m . H e s a i d t h e s e j o u r n a l i s t s 
a r e a s t r o n g f o r c e w h i c h s h o u l d fight i n t h e 
s t r u g g l e f o r s u r v i v a l . H e a l s o o b s e r v e d t h a t 
s i n c e i n d e p e n d e n c e , t h e Z i m b a b w e a n j o u r ­
n a l i s t h a s b e e n s t r i d i n g i n t h e d i r e c t i o n o f 
a c o m m i t t e d a n d f r e e p r e s s b y c u t t i n g o f f 
t h e S o u t h A f r i c a n c o n n e c t i o n . 

" T h e o b j e c t i v e o f t h e f e d e r a t i o n i s t o 
c o o r d i n a t e t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f n a t i o n a l j o u r n a l i s t 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s . I t i s a l a n d m a r k i n t h e d e ­
v e l o p m e n t o f p r o g r e s s i v e j o u r n a l i s m i n 
S o u t h e r n A f r i c a , " s a i d C o m r a d e M u z e n d a . 
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T h e F i r s t L a d y O p e n s 
M a g u n j e A g r i c u l t u r a l S h o w 

O f f i c i a l l y o p e n i n g t h e H u r u n g w e A g r i c u l t u r a l Show, t h e F i r s t L a d y , 
C o m r a d e S a l l y M u g a b e u r g e d t h e p e a s a n t s t o t u r n a w a y f r o m t h e t r a d i ­
t i o n a l m a i z e g r o w i n g a n d v e n t u r e i n t o o i l s e e d p r o d u c t i o n w h i c h c a n 
g e n e r a t e m u c h n e e d e d f o r e i g n c u r r e n c y i n Z i m b a b w e . T h e Z i m b a b w e 
N e w s reproduces the full text below > 

I t i s m y p l e a s u r e t o h a v e b e e n a c c o r d e d 
t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o p r e s i d e o v e r t h e o f f i ­

c i a l o p e n i n g o f t h e H u r u n g w e A g r i c u l t u r a l 
S h o w . 

T h i s i s t h e s e v e n t h s u c c e s s i v e o c a s s i o n i n 
t h e p a s t s e v e n y e a r s t h a t t h e e n t i r e c o m m u ­
n i t y o f H u r u n g w e D i s t r i c t , i n v o l v i n g t h e 
a g e d a n d t h e y o u n g , t h e f a r m e r a n d t h e 
s c h o o l c h i l d , h a v e b e e n b r o u g h t t o g e t h e r t o 
d i s p l a y o u r p r o d u c e , s k i l l s a n d s p o r t s m a n ­
s h i p i n a n a t m o s p h e r e o f f r i e n d l y c o m p e t i ­
t i v e n e s s . C o u l d t h i s s p i r i t c o n t i n u e t o p r e ­
v a i l o v e r t h e y e a r s t o c o m e . 

H u r u n g w e d i s t r i c t s t a n d s t a l l i n 
M a s h o n a l a n d W e s t a s t h e b r e a d b a s k e t o f 
t h e p r o v i n c e , a n d i t i s m y s i n c e r e h o p e t h a t 
y o u m a i n t a i n , i f n o t i m p r o v e u p o n , t h i s w o r ­
t h y a n d c h e r i s h e d r e c o r d . I t i s i n d e e d a 
k n o w n f a c t t h a t A g r i c u l t u r a l P r o d u c t i o n i n 
H u r u n g w e h a s , s i n c e t h e a t t a i n m e n t o f I n ­
d e p e n d e n c e i n 1 9 8 0 , l i t e r a l l y p r o g r e s s e d i n 
l e a p s a n d b o u n d s i n t h e s e n s e t h a t , w i t h i n 
t h a t s h o r t p e r i o d , p r o d u c t i o n l e v e l s f o r m a j o r 

' c r o p s h a v e a l m o s t d o u b l e d d e s p i t e t h e a d ­
v e r s e e f f | e c t s o f t h e v a g a r i e s o f t h e r a i n f a l l 
s e a s o n s . T h i s s e a s o n , f o r i n s t a n c e , a n e s t i ­
m a t e d 1 3 0 0 0 0 t o n n e s o f m a i z e a n d 9 6 0 0 
t o n n e s o f c o t t o n a r e e x p e c t e d t o b e d e l i v e r e d 
t o G r a i n M a r k e t i n g B o a r d a n d C o t t o n M a r ­
k e t i n g B o a r d d e p o t s r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

P r o d u c t i o n figures f o r o t h e r c r o p s l i k e o i l ­
s e e d , t o b a c c o , g r o u n d n u t s a n d o t h e r c r o p s 
a r e n o t y e t r e l e a s e d , a l t h o u g h I a m t o l d 
r e c o r d s h a v e a g a i n b e e n b r o k e n . T h e f i g u r e s 
q u o t e d a b o v e d o p r o v i d e g o o d r e a d i n g , n o t 
o n l y b e c a u s e f a n n e r s h e r e a r e s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t 
i n t h e i r f o o d c o n s u m p t i o n r e q u i r e m e n t s , b u t 
a l s o b e c a u s e s u c h m a s s i v e s a l e s e n t a i l a h u g e 
c a s h i n f l o w i n t o t h e d i s t r i c t , t h u s b e t t e r i n g 
t h e l o t o f t h e p e a s a n t r y , a n d u l t i n w t e l y i n t o 
t h e n a t i o n a l f i s c u s b y w a y o f i n j e c t i o n o f t h e 
m u c h n e e d e d f o r e i g n c u r r e n c y t h r o u g h t h e 
e x t e r n a l e x p o r t s a l e s o f t h e s e c o m m o d i t i e s . 

T h e E x t e r n a l W o r l d M a r k e t f o r m o s t o f 
o u r A g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t s h a s g r o w n h i g h ­
l y c o m p e t i t i v e , f a c e d a s i t i s , b y a g l u t o f 
m o s t o f t h e s e p r o d u c t s f r o m o t h e r c o u n t r i e s . 
T o g u a r a n t e e o u r s e l v e s a p l a c e o n t h i s M a r ­
k e t , i t i s t h e r e f o r e i m p e r a t i v e t h a t w e a i m 
n o t o n l y a t m a x i m i s i n g o u r y i e l d q u a n t i t y , 
b u t a t m a x i m i s i n g t h e q u a l i t a t i v e a s p e c t s o f 
o u r p r o d u c t s . 

F a r m e r s i n H u r u n g w e C o m m e n d e d 
C o g n i s a n t o f t h i s s i t u a t i o n , t h e G o v e r n m e n t 

h a s t h u s d e e m e d i t fit, y e a r a f t e r y e a r , t o 
b o o s t t h e p r o d u c e r p r i c e l e v e l s o f t h o s e c o m ­
m o d i t i e s m u c h i n d e m a n d o n b o t h t h e 
d o m e s t i c a n d e x t e r n a l m a r k e t s . T h e s e p r i c e 
l e v e l s h a v e b e e n m u c h m o r e a t t r a c t i v e e s ­
p e c i a l l y f o r t h e p r e m i u m t o p c l a s s g r a d e s , 
n o t a b l y o i l s e e d s . 

F a r m e r s i n H u r u n g w e m u s t i n d e e d b e 
c o m p l e m e n t e d f o r f a v o u r a b l y r e s p o n d i n g t o 
t h e c a l l b y G o v e r n m e n t t o s h i f t e m p h a s i s 
f r o m t h e t r a d i t i o n a l g r a i n p r o d u c t s t o a s i t ­
u a t i o n w h e r e a J b a l a n c e b e t w e e n o i l s e e d 
p r o d u c t i o n a n d g r a i n p r o d u c t i o n i s s t r u c k . 
1 p u t i t b e f o r e y o u t o t a k e u p t h i s c h a l l e n g e . 

I t i s a l s o g r a t i f y i n g t o n o t e t h a t t h e i n ­
t r o d u c t i o n o f f l u e - C u r e d T o b a c c o p r o d u c ­
t i o n i n H u r u n g w e h a s m a d e s i g n i f i c a n t h e a d ­
w a y i n d e e d , b e a r i n g i n m i n d t h e t e c h n i c a l 
i n t r i c a c i e s e n t a i l e d i n i t s p r o d u c t i o n , a n d t h e 
i n f r a s t r a c t u r a l d e m a n d s i t r e q u i r e s . D e s p i t e 
t h e i n f a n c y o f t h e s c h e m e , a n d t h e e r r a t i c 
b u t g e n e r a l l y g o o d r a i n s r e c e i v e d t h i s s e a ­
s o n , t h e F l u e - C u r e d T o b a c c o f a r m e r s h a v e , 
b y a n d l a r g e , w e a t h e r e d t h e i n i t i a l p r o b l e m s 
e n c o u n t e r e d , i f t h e a v e r a g e y i e l d s o b t a i n e d 
a r e a n y t h i n g t o g o b y . A d d i t i o n a l t o t h a t , 
t h e n u m b e r o f n e w f a r m e r s c o m i n g o n t h i s 
s c h e m e c o n t i n u e s t o s o a r . F r o m a n i n i t i a l 
s i x f a r m e r s o n t h e s c h e m e o n l y f o u r s e a s o n s 
a g o , t h e n u m b e r h a s t o d a t e r i s e n t o a t o t a l 
o f fO; a c o m m e n d a b l e a c h i e v e m e n t i n d e e d 
w o r t h o f e m u l a t i o n b y o t h e r d i s t r i c t s . 

I n o r d e r t o k e e p a b r e a s t o f a n y n o v e l t e c h ­
n i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t s i n t h e e v e r — c h a n g i n g 

w o r l d o f F l u e C u r e d T o b a c c o p r o d u c t i o n , 
a n d s o t h a t t h e s c h e m e d o e s n o t flop t e c h n i ­
c a l l y , A g r i t e x h a s c o n c u r r e n t l y l a u n c h e d a 
v i g o r o u s a n d s u c s e s s f i a l S t a f f a n d f a r m e r 
t r a i n i n g p r o g r a m m e . Whose f r u i t s a r e v i s i ­
b l y m a n i f e s t i n t h e y i e l d s a n d q u i l i t y 
o b t a i n e d . 

G r a n t i n g t h a t r a i n f a l l h a s b e e n g e n e r a l l y 
s a t i s f a c t o r y t h i s s e a s o n , t h e c a t c h e d w a t e r 
i s s t i l l i n s u f f i c i e n t t o a c c o m m o d a t e e x c e s s 
l i v e s t o c k , s o m e o f w h i c h m u s t b e d i s p e n s e d 
w i t h t o a c c e p t a b l e a n d s u s t a i n a b l e l e v e l s 
m a t c h i n g o u r r e s o u r c e s . 

I t i s i n d e e d s a t i s f y i n g t h a t G o v e r n m e n t h a s 
n o t o n l y r a i s e d p r o d u c e r p r i c e o f b e e f , b u t , 
i n a n e f f o r t t o a l l e v i a t e t r a n s p o r t c o s t s , t w o 
c a t t l e - s e l l i n g p o i n t s h a v e r e c e n t l y b e e n e s ­
t a b l i s h e d w i t h i n t h i s d i s t r i c t , a n d f a r m e r s a r e 
u r g e d t o a v a i l t h e m s e l v e s o f t h i s f a c i l i t y . I 
find i t p e r t i n e n t t o a d d h e r e t h a t , i n o r d e r 
t o d e r i v e m a x i m u m b e n e f i t f r o m l i v e s t o c k 
s a l e s , f a r m e r s m u s t , p r i o r t o t h e s a l e s , first 
p e n - f a t t e n t h e i r a n i m a l s ; o f c o u ( - s e a f t e r e n ­
l i s t i n g t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e o f t h e i r l o c a l 
A g r i t e x p e r s o n n e l . 

A c u t e S h o r t a g e o f T r a n s p o r t 
W h i l e w e a r e s t i l l o n t r a n s p o r t , i t i s r e l e ­
v a n t t o p o i n t o u t t h a t a l t h o u g h G o v e r n m e n t 
i s s a d l y a w a r e , a n d s h a r e y o u r c o n c e r n o v e r 
t h e a c u t e s h o r t a g e o f t r a n s p o r t y o u f a c e 

d i f f i c u h i e s o n t r y i n g t o f e r r y p r o d u c e t o s e l l -
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i n g p o i n t s , w e n e v e r t h e l e s s c a n n o t c o n d o n 
p i r a t e t r a n s p o r t e r s . Y e a r a f t e r y e a r s i n c e 
1 9 8 0 G o v e r n m e n t h a s q u i e t l y a c c o m m o d a t ­
e d t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f p i r a t e t r a n s p o r t e r s o n t h e 
h o p e t h a t t h e y w o u l d t a k e h e e d a n d o b t a i n 
r o a d s e r v i c e p e r m i t s , b u t i t h a s n o w b e c o m e 
a p p a r e n t t h a t t h e m e s s a g e h a s b e e n f a l l i n g 
o n d e a f e a r s , a n d i t h a s e q u a l l y b e c o m e t i m e 
t o p u t a c l u m p . M e a n w h i l e , m o r e e f f o r t w i l l 
b e m a d e t o l e l i e v e f a r m e r s o f t h i s t r a n s p o r t 
p r o b l e m — t h e first h a v i n g b e e n t h e u p g r a d ­
i n g o f a l l m a i n r o a d s l e a d i n g t o G r a i n M a r ­
k e t i n g B o a r d D e p o t s . F u r t h e r m o r e , I a m 
r e l i a b l y i n f o r m e d t h a t G o v e r n m e n t w i l l s o o n 
r e l e a s e m o n e y t o D i s t r i c t D e v e l o p m e n t F u n d 
f o r a c r a s h p r o g r a m m e t o p a v e r e m o t e a n d 
i n a c c e s s i b l e g r a i n r o u t e s . F a r m e r s m u s t 
e q u a l l y p l a y a r o l e b y m a i n t a i n i n g , u s i n g 
t h e i r o w n r e s o u r c e s , s o m e s u c h r o a d s 
w h e r e v e r p o s s i b l e . 

Need for Irrigation 
N o w t h a t d r o u g h t t h r e a t e n s t o b e c o m e a n a n ­
n u a l p e r m a n e n t f e a t u r e , t h e h a r n e s s i n g o f 
f r e e - f l o w i n g w a t e r t h r o u g h t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n 
o f w e i r s a n d d a m s s h o u l d t a k e o u r p r i o r i t y 
i n o r d e r t o a l l e v i a t e t h e s c a r c e w a t e r 
r e s o u r c e s s o n e c e s s a r y f o r s t o c k w a t e r i n g 
a n d w i n t e r i r r i g a t i o n . I n o t e t h a t t h e c o m ­
m u n i t y o f t h i s d i s t r i c t h a s a l r e a d y t a k e n a n 
i n i t i a t i v e i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n b y b u i l d i n g , w i t h 
t h e i r o w n h a n d s , a t o t a l o f f o u r w e i r s b e ­
t w e e n J u n e a n d D e c e m b e r l a s t y e a r u n d e r 
t h e F o o d - F o r - W o r k P r o g r a m m e . S o m e o f 
t h e s e w e i r s h a v e e i t h e r b e e n w a s h e d a w a y 
o r a b a n d o n e d u n c o m p l e t e d , a n d I w i s h t o 
u r g e y o u t o r e p a i r o r c o m p l e t e t h e m i n t e r m s 
o f s e l f - r e l i a n c e , u n l e s s o f c o u r s e i f t h e 
p r o g r a m m e i s r e - i n t r o d u c e d f o r t h e s o l e p u r ­
p o s e . O n t h e o t h e r h a n d . G o v e r n m e n t , 

t h r o u g h t h e D i s t r i c t D e v e l o p m e n t F u n d , i s 
p r e s e n t l y b u s y s t u d y i n g t h e p o t e n t i a l i t y o f 
e x i s t i n g w e i r s a n d d a m s t o s u p p o r t i r r i g a ­
t i o n s c h e m e s , w h i c h , i f v i a b l e , w i l l r e c e i v e 
ftmding d u r i n g t h i s financial y e a r . T h e c o m ­
m u n i t y w i l l o n l y b e d o i n g i t s e l f a s e r v i c e b y 
t a k i n g a d v a n t a g e o f s u c h s c h e m e s . 

Conservation of Soil 
C o n s e r v a t i o n o f s o i l i s a n a r e a i n t h i s d i s ­
t r i c t t h a t s t i c k s o u t l i k e a s o r e t h u m b . I n s p i t e 
o f t h e l a r g e h e c t a r a g e s o f l a n d p e g g e d b y 
t h e l o c a l A g r i t e x s t a f f , a d i s a p p o i n t i n g l y l o w 
p e r c e n t a g e o f t h e a r e a p e g g e d g e t s t h e n e c e s ­
s a r y c o n t o u r s c o n s t r u c t e d u p o n , l e a v i n g t h e 
t o p s o i l m e r c i l e s s l y e x p o s e d t o t h e s c o u r a g e 
o f m a s s i v e s o i l l o s s t h r o u g h e r o s i o n . W h i l e 
i t m a y b e a c c e p t e d t h a t c o n t o u r c o n s t r u c t i o n 
t h r o u g h t h e t r a d i t i o n a l m o d e o f t h e p i c k , h o e 
a n d s h o v e l i s a n a r d o u s c h o r e , u s e o f t h e e a s ­
i l y m a d e a n d c h e a p o x - d r a w n d a m s c o o p s 
h a s b e e n d e m o n s t r a t e d a t s o m e c o n s e r v a t i o n 
field d a y s h e l d h e r e a n d s h o u l d b e t a k e n - u p 
b y f a r m e r s t o e x p e d i t e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f e f ­
f e c t i v e m e c h a n i c a l c o n s e r v a t i o n w o r k s . 

A n o t h e r a r e a o f c o n c e r n r e q u i r i n g i m ­
m e d i a t e a t t e n t i o n i s o u r f o r e s t a n d v e l d a r e a s 
t h a t a r e g e t t i n g d e n u d e d o f v e g e t a t i o n a t a n 
a l a r m i n g r a t e . I t i s t h u s i n c u m b e n t u p o n a l l 
f a r m e r s t o e n s u r e r e s t o r a t i o n o f t h i s p r & i o u s 
n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e t h r o u g h t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f 
j u d i c i o u s g r a z i n g a n d a f f o r e s t a t i o n 
p r o g r a m m e s . A l t h o u g h I n o t e t h a t s o m e e f ­
f o r t i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n h a s b e e n m a d e a s e v i ­
d e n c e d b y t h e e x i s t e n c e o f v i l l a g e w o o d l o t s 
a n d g u l l y r e c l a m a t i o n s c h e m e s , y o u a r e s t i l l 
a l o n g w a y f r o m c o m p e n s a t i n g w h a t h a s 
b e e n p l u n d e r e d . W e t h e l e g i m a t e f a r m e r s 
s h o u l d a s s i s t G o v e r n m e n t a g e n c i e s i n i d e n ­
t i f y i n g a n d e v i c t i n g s q u a t t e r s w h o h a v e c o n ­
t r i b u t e d l a r g e l y t o t h e p l u n d e r o f o u r N a t u r a l 

R e s o u r c e s . T h i s d i s t r i c t a l o n e a c c o m m o ­
d a t e s a n e s t i m a t e d 1 5 0 0 s q u a t t e r s , w h i c h 
i s b y a l l s t a n d a r d s a n a l a r m i n g p r o p o r t i o n . 
L a n d r e o r g a n i s a t i o n i s a n o t h e r c o m m e n d a ­
b l e m e t h o d t h r o u g h w h i c h w e c a n a d e q u a t e ­
l y c o n s e r v e o u r n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s . G o v e r n ­
m e n t h a s p l a y e d i t s r o l e i n p r e a c h i n g t h i s 
g o s p e l t o y o u , a n d i t n o w r e m a i n s i n y o u r 
i n t e r e s t t o t a k e u p t h e c a l l b y p r a c t i c a l i m ­
p l e m e n t a t i o n , f o r a p a r t f r o m c o n s e r v i n g , 
y o u w i l l s t a n d t o b e n e f i t f r o m t h i s s c h e m e 
b y b u i l d i n g d e c e n t h o u s e s a s a s s i s t e d b y 
G o v e r n m e n t m a t e r i a l l y . 

T o s p e e d i l y p l a n a n d i m p l e m e n t t h e d e ­
v e l o p m e n t p r o g r a m m e s a b o v e o u t l i n e d t h a t 
i s w e i r s , g r a z i n g s c h e m e s w o o d l o t s , g u l l y 
r e c l a m a t i o n s , l a n d r e o r g a n i s a t i o n et cetera 
c o - o r d i n a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e v a r i o u s d e p a r t ­
m e n t s a n d t h e c o m m u n i t y l e a d e r s h i p s t r u c ­
t u r e s b e c o m e s p a r a m o u n t : I t i s , h o w e v e r , 
h e a r t e n i n g t o n o t e t h a t t h e a g r i c u l t u r a l s u c ­
c e s s s t o r y o f H u r u n g w e d i s t r i c t c a n b e a t ­
t r i b u t e d l a r g e l y t o t h i s a s p e c t o f c o o p e r a t i o n 
a i i d c o o r d i n a t i o n a m o n g l o c a l d e v e l o p m e n t 
a g e n c i e s . ^ 

T o j u s t s i d e — t r a c k , I w o u l d l i k e t o t a k e 
t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o i n f o r m y o u t h a t G o v e r n ­
m e n t , a s e v i d e n c e d i n t h e r e c e n t l a u n c h i n g 
o f t h e C h i l d S u r v i v a l C a m p a i g n , i s f u l l y 
c o m m i t t e d t o w a r d s t h e w e l f a r e o f t h e c h i l d . 
T h e C a m p a i g n h a s e v e r s i n c e m a d e t r e m e n ­
d o u s s t r i d e s t o w a r d s t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f t h e 
C h i l d S u r v i v a l F u n d , a n d y o u r s u p p o r t w i l l 
b e l p t o w a r d s t h e a c h i e v e m e n t o f o u r g o a l s . 
F i n a l l y , a n d i n m y c a p a c i t y as C h a i r L a d y * 
o f t h e C h i l d S u r v i v a l C a m p a i g n , I w a n t t o 
m a k e a n a p p e a l t o a l l p a r e n t s t o e x t e n d t h e i r 
g r e a t e s t c a r e a n d l o v e t o o u r c h i l d r e n , a n d 
p r e p a r e t h e m t o b e r e s p o n s i b l e f a t h e r s a n d 
m o t h e r s o f t o m o r r o w . • 

Jock Kay on Agriculture 
R e c e n t l y Z i m b a b w e N e w s c a r r i e d a n 

i n t e r v i e w w i t h t h e D e p u t y M i n i s t e r 
o f L a n d s , A g r i c u l t u r e a n d R u r a l 

R e s e t t l e m e n t , M r . J o c k K a y , o n t h e r e s u l t s 
o f t h e l a s t s e a s o n ' s h a r v e s t a n d o n t h e 
p r o b l e m s t h e f a n n e r s a r e f a c i n g i n t h e i r d a y 
t o d a y w o r k . 
A c c o r d i n g t o M r . J o c k K a y , t h e l a s t s e a s o n , 
i . e . t h e 1 9 8 7 / 1 9 8 8 g r o w i n g s e a s o n w a s a 
m u c h b e t t e r o n e t h a n t h e p r e v i o u s s e a s o n . 
A n o u t s t a n d i n g f e a t u r e o f t h e s e a s o n w a s t h a t 
t h e r a i n s c a m e v e r y l a t e a n d t h i s p r e s e n t e d 
s o m e d i f f i c u l t i e s . H o w e v e r , o v e r a l l t h e s e a ­
s o n d i d t u r n o u t w e l l a n d a l l i n d i c a t i o n s a r e 
t h a t c o t t o n a n d s o y a b e a n s f o r i n s t a n c e a r e , 
h e a d i n g f o r a r e c o r d c r o p ; m a i z e i n t a k e w i l l 
b e m u c h i m p r o v e d a n d t h e q u a n t i t y a n d 
v a l j i e o f t o b a c c o o n o f f e r a t t h e A u c t i o n 
floors i s o u t s t a n d i n g . T h e i m p r o v e d s e a s o n 
a l s o b r o u g h t m u c h n e e d e d r e l i e f o f t h e 
l i v e s t o c k i n d u s t r y w h i c h i s s t i l l i n t h e 
p r o c e s s o f r e c o v e r i n g f r o m t h e d r o u g h t o f 
r e c e n t y e a r s . 

M r . J o c k K a y s a i d m a i z e r e m a i n s t h e m»st 
p o p u l a r c r o p a m o n g p e a s a n t f a n n e r s b e ­
c a u s e i t i s t h e s t a p l e d i e t o f t h e m a j o r i t y o f 
t h e p e o p l e . T h e r e h a s b e e n p h e n o m e n a l 
g r o w t h i n m a i z e p r o d u c t i o n i n t h i s s e c t o r 

s i n c e I n d e p e n d e n c e . H e h o w e v e r , p o i n t e d 
t h a t i t i s t h e p o l i c y o f t h e M i n i s t r y t o e n ­
c o u r a g e t h e g r o w i n g o f c r o p s t h a t a r e s u i t ­
e d t o t h e d i f f e r e n t a g r o - e c o l o g i c a l r e g i o n s . 
T h i s a p p l i e s t o m a i z e a s w e l l . M a i z e i s m o s t 
s u s c e p t i b l e t o d r o u g h t a n d i s n o t s u i t e d f o r 
t h e m a r g i n a l a r e a s w h e r e o t h e r c r o p s s u c h 
a s m h u n g a , r a p o k b a n d e v e n c o t t o n a n d s o y a 
b e a n s c a n d o r e l a t i v e l y w e l l . 

C o t t o n i s a l s o p o p u l a r a m o n g p e a s a n t f a r m ­
e r s b e c a u s e o f i t s i n c o m e g e n e r a t i n g c h a r a c ­
t e r i s t i c a n d i t s r e l a t i v e d r o u g h t t o l e r a n c e . 
A l s o o f i m p o r t a n c e i n t h e p e a s a n t s e c t o r a r e 
s u n f l o w e r s a n d t h e s m a l l g r a i n s , m h u n g a 
a n d ' r a p o k o . W i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f m a i z e 
w h i c h i s a s t a p l e c r o p , t h e p o p u l a r i t y o f t h e 
o t h e r c r o p s i s d i c t a t e d b y t h e l o c a t i o n o f t h e 
p e a s a n t f a r m i n g i n t h e m o r e m a r g i n a l a r e a s . 

Dissatisfaction on Maize Price 
I t i s t r u e t h a t p r o d u c e r s h a v e e x p r e s s e d d i s ­
s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h t h e p r o d u c e r p r i c e o f m a i z e 
a n d t h i s i s o f g r e a t c o n c e r n b e c a u s e m a i z e 
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i s t h e s tap le d i e t . B e c a u s e o f t h e d r o u g h t s 
t ha t o c c u r s o frequently i n t h i s p a r t o f t h e 
w o r l d , i t i s necessa ry t h a t i n a d d i t i o n t o 
p r o d u c i n g s u f f i c i e n t m a i z e t o f e e d t h e n a ­
t i o n , t h e r e m u s t be s u f f i c i e n t r e s e r v e s f o r 
d r o u g h t y e a r s . 

" O n l y l a s t w e e k t h e M i n i s t e r o f L a n d s , 
A g r i c u l t u r e a n d R u r a l R e s e t t l e m e n t a s su red 
f a r m e r s t h a t h e w o u l d b e s e e k i n g t o m a k e 
m a i z e p r o d u c t i o n m o r e p r o f i t a b l e i n t h e n e x t 
r e v i e w o f p r i c e s . I t r u s t h i s a s s u r a n c e w i l l 
e n c o u r a g e f a r m e r s t o c o n t i n u e g r o w i n g 
m a i z e , " h e sa id . 

Transport Ministry Responsibility 
C a b i n e t t a s k e d t h e M i n i s t r y o f T r a n s p o r t 
w i t h t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f c h a i r i n g a t a s k 
f o r c e o f a l l r e l e v a n t p a r t i e s t o l o o k i n t o t h e 
p r o b l e m s t h a t a r e c u r r e n t l y b e i n g f a c e d b y 
f a r m e r s i n m o v i n g t h e i r c r o p t o n j a r k e t i n g 
depo t s a n d c o l l e c t i o n d e p o t s . T h e M i n i s t r y 
o f L a n d s , A g r i c u l t u r e a n d R u r a l R e s e t t l e ­
m e n t i s p a r t o f tha t t a s k f o r c e , 

T h e t a s k f o r c e s t a r t ed o f f b y i d e n t i f y i n g 
t h r o u g h t h e m a c h i n e r y o f A g r i t e x , p r o v i n ­
c i a l A d m i n i s t r a t o r s ' o f f i c e s a n d f a r m e r o r ­
g a n i s a t i o n s areas w h e r e t h e p r o b l e m i s m o s t 
acu te a n d i t i s t o t he se a reas t h a t v e h i c l e s 

a r e d e p l o y e d . T h e t a s k f o r c e h a s n o w b e e n 
d e c e n t r a l i s e d t o e n s u r e t h a t p r o b l e m s a r e 
d e a l t w i t h i m m e d i a t e l y as t h e y a r i s e . O n e 
c a n n o t c a t e g o r i c a l l y say t h a t t h i s n e w s y S ' 
t e m w i l l s o l v e t r a n s p o r t p r o b l e m s . T h e w o r k 
o f t h e t a s k f o r c e , g i v e n t h e g e n e r a l s h o r t ­
age o f t r a n s p o r t , i s t o e n s u r e t h a t a v a i l a b l e 
t r a n s p o r t i s u sed m o s t e f f i c i e n t l y . I n t h e 
m e d i u m a n d l o n g t e r m , a s u b s t a n t i a l i n j e c ­
t i o n o f m o r e t r u c k s i n t o t h e s y s t e m a n d a n 
i r n p r o v e m e n t i n t he r o a d c o n d i t i o n s w i l l p r o ­
v i d e a m o r e l a s t i n g s o l u t i o n . I n a d d i t i o n , 
f a r m e r s s h o u l d a l s o p l a y t h e i r p a r t b y p u l l ­
i n g t h e i r r e s o u r c e s t o g e t h e r t o s ecu re 
t r a n s p o r t . • 

P r o b l e m s a r i d S u c c e s s e s o f S m a l l 
S c a l e C o m m e r c i a l F a r m e r s ( S S C F ) 

The Zimbabwe Broadcasting Corporation had an interview with the 
President of the Zimbabwe National Farmers Union, Comrade Gary 
Magadzire on the role, successes and failures of Small Scale Commer­
cial Farmers on the 17th September 1988. The following is the inter­
view carried out: 

QUESTION: You have 10 000 members u n ­
der the Z N F U and you have been President 
for, I believe, more than nine years. The 
CFU, one of the three f a r m i n g organisations 
usucdly has a system where after two to three 
years they change the presidency, is this not 
possibleAn the Z N F U ? A president for nine 
years advising or leading farmers, seems to 
me a bit too long? 

ANSWER: Y e s , I h a v e b e e n P r e s i d e n t f o r , t o 
be exac t , 1 0 y e a r s . A h ! T h e Z N F U has a 
c o n s t i t u t i o n , a n d t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n c l e a r l y 
states t h a t a P r e s i d e n t s h a l l be p r e s i d e n t f o r 
five y e a r s . B u t , c a n s t and f o r r e - e l e c t i o n a f ­
t e r h i s t e r m o f o f f i c e o f five y e a r s . A n d i f 
he does stand the e l e c t i o n f o r t he second t i m e 
h e m u s t get t w o t h i r d s m a j o r i t y . A n d , t h i s 
i s h o w i t has h a p p e n e d t o m e . 

QUESTION: Do you f i n d that constitution 
useful for your members? Don't you think 
a change of leadership is more acceptable, 
more usefiilfor promoting small-scale com­
mercial farming. 

ANSWER: W e l l , I d o n ' t k n o w w h e t h e r y o u 
i m p l y t h a t t h e l o n g e r y o u s tay t h e m o r e y o u 
b e c o m e a d e t e r r e n t t o d e v e l o p m e n t . ' 
QUESTION: It has been known to happen i n 
quite a lot of organisations, yes. 

ANSWER: Y e s b u t I t i l i n k y o u h a v e t o l o o k 
at o t h e r p r o g r e s s i v e o r g a n i s a t i o n s w h i c h 
c l e a r l y s h o w s o m e advan tage i n t ha t sphere . 

I f I m a y j u s t p o i n t o u t t o y o u t h a t Z N F U 
s ta r ted i n 1 9 2 5 , a n d s i n c e 1 9 2 5 t h e r e h a v e 
o n l y b e e n f o u r P r e s i d e n t s . S o h i s t o r i c a l l y , 
w e h a v e i n h e r i t e d t h a t s t a b i l i t y , I b e l i e v e . 
QUESTION: Comrade Magadzire, one of the 
problems facing farmers is the lack of ade­
quate transport facilities and poor roads. 

how do you think the Government should 
tackle this problem? 

ANSWER: -Yes t h e p r o b l e m o f t r a n s p o r t i s 
c u r r e n t l y t h e h i t o f t h e n e w s p a p e r s , t h e r a ­
d i o a n d e v e r y b o d y e l se , b u t pe rhaps o n e has 
t o p u t t h i s t h i n g i n t o p e r s p e c t i v e a n d r e a ­
l i s e t h a t t h e t y p e o f t r a n s p o r t n e t w o r k t h a t 
w e h a v e i n t h i s c o u n t r y w a s d e s i g n e d i n t h e 
m a i n f o r t h e c o m m e r c i a l a g r i c u l t u r e u p u n ­
t i l i n d e p e n d e n c e . S o , t h e r e f o r e , o n c e t h e 
A f r i c a n sec to r w h i c h i s t h e A f r i c a n a i g r i c u l -
t u r e t o o k shape a n d t h e y a n s w e r e d t h e c a l l 
o f t h e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e S t a t e t o p r o d u c e 
m o r e , t h e r e has b e e n g r e a t e r p r o d u c t i o n o f 
c r o p t h a n w o u l d h a v e b e e n r e s p o n d e d b y the 
a v a i l a b l e t r a n s p o r t a n d t h i s i s w h y w e h a v e 
t h i s p r o b l e m . 

T h e s e c o n d aspect o f i t i s t h a t t h e A f r i ­

c a n a g r i c u l t u r e i n i t s t o t a l i t y has g o t n o 
s t r a i g h t s t a t i s t i c s t h a t c o u l d be u s e d t o de­
t e r m i n e w h a t i s g o i n g t o c o m e i n t h e n e x t 
season . A n d I k n o w t h a t t h e s ta t i s t i ca l o f f i c e 
i s t r y i n g v e r y h a r d t o c o m e u p w i t h s o m e 
f o r m u l a t h a t c o u l d b e u s e d . A n d , t h i s causes 
s o m e p r o b l e m s o f n o f o r w a r d p l a n n i n g as 
t o w h a t w o u l d b e r e q u i r e d i n t e r m s o f t r a n s ­
p o r t r e q u i r e m e n t s . 

I t h i n k l e t m e e x p a n d b y p u t t i n g i t t h i s 
w a y , t h a t b e f o r e i n d e p e n d e n c e w e w e r e 
h a r d l y 1 0 p e r cen t o n t h e c o t t o n p r o d u c t i o n . 
T o d a y w e a r e t a l k i n g o f b e t w e e n 5 0 a n d 5 5 
p e r c e n t a n d t h a t i s 5 5 p e r c e n t o f 3 2 0 0 0 0 
t o n n e s o f c o t t o n a n d t h e r e i s a l o t o f c o t t o n 
t o m o v e . W e a l s o a r e n o w o n 4 8 p e r cen t 
o n t h e m a i z e p r o d u c t i o n . W e w e r e h a r l d y 
5 p e r c e n t b e f o r e I n d e p e n d e n c e . 

" T h a r * I s a l o t o f c o t t o n t o m o v e t o t h o C M B " — C o m r w l * G a r y M a g a d z l r t 
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QUESTION: In fact. Comrade Magadzire 
those are very very good statistics, they read 
like a tourist brochure, its OK to point out 
statistics, but they have not been matched 
by the quality of life within the rural areas. 
She has mentioned the problem of transport. 
If we have produced so much, who is benefit­
ting? If in the end the African farmers are 
actually benefitting, then that success story 
should have been matched by improved 
quality of life in the form of roads, trans­
port systems, even in their own life. I am 
a peasant farmer, well, not a peasant farm­
er, lama simple person and what I am say­
ing to you now as a product of that environ­
ment I know exaaly what is happening there 
because lama peasant by both incliruition 
and up-bringing and this is the truth I am 
telling you. 
ANSWER: Yes, the development of infras­
tructure in niral areas has not matched maize 
production and I don't think you would have 
expected from an agronomic point of view 
that the production pattern should match 
with the infrastructural development, be­
cause it is not possible. But I think, what 
we should be looking at is to take a forward 
planning and say, "This is the trend", and 
our people are so responsive to this sort of 
thing. We should try very hard to make sure 
that we have the infrastructures to carry the 
crops to where they are supposed to go. 
Now, at the moment, we have a problem in 
that there is one ministry that should be do­
ing the infrastructural development and that 
is Local Government. Arid they are doing 
their best but they have some limitations. 
They also have financial limitations and I 
believe that in time, and it is going to be a 
long time, and it will be disappointing that 
to some sectors they would have their in­
frastructures right. 
QUESTION: Comrade Magadzire, my col­
league, Mrs Chigwedere, was talking about 
matching the production pattern and rural 
infrastructural development, you seemed to 
have implied that the time has been too 
short, the production patterns have been 
such that one would not have been able to 
foresee that we would produce so much and 
yet this is precisely what your organisation 
should have been working at — 25 years 
working in production. I think you should 
have had enough economists or you should, 
by now, be aware of production patterns to 
an extent where you would say, "We esti­
mate so much" if I might even propound 
government before harvest actually gives es­
timates. What do they base those estimates 
on and if they should use those estimates, 
why don't they develop the infrastructure in 
rural areas? 
ANSWER: Yes, we do give an estimate, and 
an estimate is just an estimate, and the esti­
mate is based precisely on sound hactarages 
that have been planted with crops and an as-
sijmption of the yield per hectare that is go­
ing to come out of that hectarage. 
QUESTION: It is therefore not just an esti­
mate. Comrade Magadzire 
ANSWER: Well, it is an estimate. 

QUESTION: It is useful for plarming. Future 
planning. 
ANSWER: It is extremely useful for Plan­
ning. But you can give an estimate in Janu­
ary to say, "the yields this year, are likely 
to strike 15 000 kg per hactare on cotton, 
and in February, March, you don't get the 
rain and that yield can tumble to 600 kg. So, 
that is why I say it is an estimate. But even 
then, when you know in January what is 
likely to come, it is too late for Government 
machinery, really, to say they put infrastruc-
tural development. I think. Government 
machinery must for all time be on the roll­
ing, and come up with infrastructures, ev­
ery time in anticipation. This is how I would 
like to see it. 
QUESTION: Who is benefiting ? I don't think 
your members are really benefiting. Tell us 
the truth. Who is benefiting from this 
production success story? We are talking of 
a number of years. ' 
ANSWER: Well, the farmer does benefit in 
that you can count. I heard the interviewer 
saying he comes from a communal area, and 
you will be aware that in areas where there 
is greater production of cash crops, there is 
greater development at the moment and the 
question of Govenmient's de-centralisation 
policy has caught up in those areas more 
than those areas where production is low­
er. So its the farmer who is benefiting but, 
lets not forget that benefit is a relative ques­
tion. We should see the life styles of the peo­
ple since 1980. And, I can stand authenti­
cally to say there is change, without any 
shadow of doubt. 
QUESTION: Our estimates particularly those 
from the Ministry of Agriculture have been 
fairly stable over the past nine years. They 
have only been wrong where we have had 
drought. Otherwise, where we have had 
good harvest they have been fairly correct. 
I cannot understand then how we could not 
have planned, accordingly. 

You gave an answer but I am hot satis­
fied with that answer. 
ANSWER: Yes, I respect your dissatisfaction 
but I would like you to appreciate the fact 
that the Ministry of Agriculture's Statistics 
have not been static and they have not been 
stable. 
QUESTION: But, certainly they have not 
been far off the mark Comrade Magadzire. 
ANSWER: Well, we are going to have 
320 000 tonnes of cotton and if you check 
on the statistics it is far higher than what was 
estimated. We expect about a million tonnes 
of maize. If you look on the statistics we 
were looking at about 400 000 tonnes". So, 
in so far as that part is concerned we can­
not say they have been stable and we can­
not say they could be a useful tool to build 
infrastructures on. 1 think I would like to 
reiterate what I said earlier, that infrastnic-
tural development is part of the agricultur­
al and people's development and should be 
an on-going thing not waiting for produc­
tion as such. I think this is where tiie Minis­
try concerned has been caught by the fact 

that the response in terms of agricultural 
production has been far greater than what 
was expected, but, its not as though noth­
ing has been done about it. We have had a 
number of transit depots and receiving 
depots that have been built out in rural areas 
which is alleviating some of the problems 
we are having at the moment. But, I agree 
that that is not enough when the people want 
to market their crops and they want the 
money in their pockets today. 
QUESTION: Comrade Magadzire, there 
have been reports that some resettled farm­
ers are not fiilly using the land allocated to 
them, what are you doing about it? 
ANSWER: My union represents the small 
scale commercial farmers. We do not 
represent the resettlement farms. But, 
perhaps I could just put you to rest and tell 
you that we have taken a deliberate effort 
to co-ordinate and conuiununicate with both 
resettled, communal and ourselves to see 
how best we can help each other, because 
this whole game is a collective effort. It is 
not individualistically connected. 
QUESTION: How strong is the union? On 
the sense that the CFU, they have these com­
modity associations like grain producers, 
piggery associations, maize, cotton etc 
whereas in your own union, the members are 
somewhat weak because they don't have the 
bargaining power that these commercial 
farmers really have through their commodity 
associations, hence, the very little change 
in the quality of their life style, inspite of the 
high production yield? 
ANSWER: Yes, we have started developing 
commodity associations from 1983 and we 
are quite happy with the progress that is tak­
ing place at the moment. Agreed, the CFU 
is stronger, it has got more qualified tech­
nocrats. They could afford it. They have the 
resources to employ those highly qualified 
people. I would tell you quite frankly that 
a number of well qualified people will leave 
and join CFU and that then makes it even 
more stronger. But we in our own way, with 
our meagre resources are doing everything 
within our power to employ University 
graduates, economists, administrators so 
that we can change the methodology of 
agriculture in African agriculture and we can 
see the trend is improving. Before we did 
it was elected members who, of necessity 
did not have any qualifications in agricul-
wre or anything. It was just an election. And 
it made our position far weaker then. But 
now that we have economists, advisors, ad­
ministrators, accountants and sd forth, our 
position is getting stronger and stronger. 
QUESTION: And, your support services to 
your members ? I believe we have had com­
plaints from some farmers in Mashoruiland 
East Province. They are rwt happy about the 
support services you have given them. 
ANSWER: I don't know what you mean by 
support services. 
QUESTION: / am talking about the 
economists you have, the other people you 
have, are supposed to be advising you and 
the farmers or you get people who advise 
those people, the farmers. 
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ANSWER: I t h i n k i t s h o u l d b e a p p r e c i a t e d 
t h a t o u r e c o n o m i s t s o n l y c o m p l e m e n t 
g o v e r n m e n t s e r v i c e s . W e a r e n o t s e t t i n g u p 
a t o t aUy d i f f e r e n t s t y l e o f g i v i n g a d v i c e . W e 
c o m p l e m e n t g o v e r n m e n t s e r v i c e s a n d 
t o g e t h e r w e d o o u r best t o g i v e t h e a d v i c e 
p o s s i b l e . 

M a s h o n a l a n d E a s t , I b e l i e v e , t hose a re t he 
p e o p l e w h o m I m i g h t say h a v e h a d t h e m o ­
n o p o l y o f t h e s e r v i c e s o f o u r e c o n o m i s t s , 
i n t h a t t h e y a r e n o w l o o k i n g a t t h e m e t h o d 
o f m a r k e t i n g vege tab le s f r o m t h a t a r e a , b e ­
cause i t i s o n e o f t h o s e areas w e h a v e ea r ­
m a r k e d as a h o r t i c u l t u r a l a r e a . 

QUESTION: Are you represented on the Cot­
ton Marketing Board or the Grain Market­
ing Board? 
ANSWER: Y e s , w e a r e r e p r e s e n t e d i n a l l 
s t a t u t o r y b o a r d s w h i c h h a v e s o m e t h i n g t o 
d o w i t h a g r i c u l t u r e . 
QUESTION: And your executive members, 
how many a r e farmers or know about 
farming? 
ANSWER: T h e r e i s n o t o n e l eader i n o u r u n ­
i o n w h o i s n o t a f a r m e r a n d , i n f u l l . T h e 
l e a d e r s h i p i s e l e c t e d t h r o u g h p r o d u c t i o n . 
Y o u h a v e t o d e m o n s t r a t e i n y o u r o w n 
p r o v i n c e t h a t y o u a r e p r o d u c t i v e b e f o r e y o u 
c a n be e l e c t e d t o a p o s i t i o n o f l e a d i n g t h a t 
p r o v i n c e a n d i t i s o n l y w h e n y o u ge t t o t h a t 
p r o v i n c i a l l e v e l t h r o u g h p r o d u c t i o n tha t y o u 
ge t i n t o c o u n c i l 

QUESTION: Comrade Magadzire, a r e small 
scale farmers breaking even when you take 
into consideration the high costs of inputs? 

ANSWER: E x c e p t f o r t h e d r o u g h t y e a r s 
w h i c h h a v e a f f ec t ed e v e n t h e best f a r m e r s , 
s o f a r t h e c o m m o d i t y p r i z e w e h a v e a t t h e 
m o m e n t , a t t h e l e v e l o f p r o d u c t i o n t h a t t h e 
f a n n e r s a r e c o m i n g t h r o u g h , t h e y a r e b r e a k ­
i n g e v e n , y e s . 

QUESTION: You a r e Chairman of the j o i n t 
Presidency, that is the j o i n t presidency of 
three fanning organisations. What is 
preventing the final merger? 
ANSWER: T h e r e a r e a n u m b e r o f p r o b l e m s 
tha t c o m e b e f o r e us a n d w e w o r k e d t h r o u g h 

t h o s e w i t h a m o r e p p s i t i v e v i e w t o f m d i n g 
a s o l u t i o n . O n e o f t h e m a j o r p r o b l e m s i s 
t r u s t , a n d t r u s t y o u h a v e t o b u i l d b r i d g e s , 
c o m m u n i c a t e , ge t u n d e r s t a n d i n g a n d t h a t 
o n c e w e h a v e succeeded i n g e t t i n g s o m e , 
t r u s t , w e t h e n f o r m e d w h a t is n o w c a l l e d t h e 
j o i n t p r e s i d e n t s ' c o m m i t t e e . 

T h e f u n c t i o n o f t h e j o i n t p r e s i d e n t s ' c o m ­
m i t t e e is t o l o o k o n t h e t o t a l l i n g o f a g r i c u l ­
t u r e f r o m a bas is o f o n e p l a t f o r m as opposed 
t o t h r e e o r g a n i s a t i o n s d o i n g t h e i r o w n t h i n g . 
I c a n t e l l y o u t h a t t h e p r i c e s a n d n e g o t i a ­
t i o n s o f t h o s e p r i c e s i s n o w j o i n t l y c a r r i e d 
o u t b y t h e t h r e e o r g a n i s a t i o n s a n d w e g o t o 
t h e m i n i s t r y w i t h a j o i n t pape r as o p p o s e d 
t o t h r e e pape r s b e i n g s u b m i t t e d t o t h e 
m i n i s t e r . 

QUESTION: Its amazing Comrade Magad­
zire that everybody is talking about unity 
whether it is p o l i t i c a l level or trade union 
level, its amazing that you people at agricul­
ture you have not done that. Wouldn't you 
say, you yourself as the leader of the small 
scale farmers fear being swarmed by the 
communal farmers and the CFU President 
fears to be swarmed by both the-small scale 
farmers and the communal farmers. Isn't 
that the real problem rather than a question 
of trust? 

ANSWER: N o , i f t h e p r o b l e m w a s o n e o f 
s w a m p i n g i t w o u l d t h e n m e a n t h a t w e h a v e 
n o c l e a r v i s i o n o f w h a t a g r i c u l t u r e w e w a n t 
i n h i s c o u n t r y . I t h i n k i t m u s t b e t a k e n i n t o 
a c c o u n t t h e fac t t h a t a g r i c u l t u r e i s a g r i c u l ­
t u r e , r e g a r d l e s s o f t h e s i z e o f y o u r o p e r a ­
t i o n . A n d t h e p r o b l e m s o f a g r i c u l t u r e , as w e 
k n o w t h e m t o d a y , i f w e t a l k abou t c o m m o d i ­
t y a v a i l a b i l i t y , i f w e t a l k a b o u t i n p u t s , i f w e 
t a l k a b o u t space, w h e t h e r y o u a r e s m a l l o r 
b i g , t h a t p r o b l e m p r e v a i l s t o a l l o f u s . T h e 
q u e s t i o n o f f e a r a n d s w a m p i n g as y o u h a v e 
s a i d , i s b o m o u t o f l a c k o f t r u s t . B u t w e , 
f r o m o u r u n i o n p o i n t o f v i e w a r e v e r y c lea r . 
W e r e a l i z e t h e i m p o r t a n c e a n d re sources t ha t 
a r e w i t h i n t h e c o m m e r c i a l f a r m e r s b u t 
e q u a l l y , t h e c o m m e r c i a l f a n n e r s r ea l i s e t h a t 
o u r r e s i l i e n c e , a n d w e h a v e b e e n a b l e t o 
s t and t h e w a y w e d i d , f r o m 1 9 2 5 t o 1 9 8 0 , 
w e m u s t b e h a v i n g a n i n p u t . A n d w e c a n 
h e l p e a c h o t h e r b y i n t e r a c t i n g a n d c ross p o l ­

l i n a t i n g t h e idea$ , a n d t h i s i s e x a c t l y w h a t 
w e h a v e b e e n d o i n g u n t i l w e a r r i v e d a t t h i s 
s tage w h e r e w e n o w h a v e t h e j o i n t p r e s i ­
d e n t s ' c o m m i t t e e , w h e r e o u r e c o n o m i s t s s i t 
t o g e d i e r a n d t h e y l o o k a t t h e p e r s p e c t i v e o f 
a g r i c u l t u r e r e g a r d l e s s o f t h e l e v e l s . 

QUESTION: Comrade Magadzire, is there a 
possibility of forming a federation or one un­
ion and the others coming in as sub­
committees especially in view of the f a a that 
you say you a r e now sitting together so 
often? 

ANSWER: F e d e r a t i o n has b e e n m u t e d a n d 
s o m e f e e l t h a t i s t h e w a y w e s h o u l d g o , b u t 
I t h i n k w e s h o u l d l e a r n f r o m t h e h e a d o f t h i s 
s t a te . P e o p l e c o m e t o g e t h e r . A f e d e r a t i o n 
m e a n s s ta tus -quo a n d i t m e a n s w e s h a l l o n l y 
h a v e t o m e e t w h e n neces s i t y d i c t a t e s , a n d 
I d o n ' t d i s c o u n t t h a t as a p o s s i b i l i t y , b u t I 
p e r s o n a l l y w o u l d l i k e t o see a o n e f a r m i n g 
o r g a n i s a t i o n . T h a t i s m y p e r s o n a l t h i n k i n g . 

QUESTION: / accept that you have made 
strides but I still feel one could have done 
more and would want to agree with my col-
legue that I think its much more personal in­
terests that a r e blocking the final merger be­
cause I believe farmers want to get together, 
share ideas. Trust farm for example, quite 
a few farmers want to get together and work 
together: work together with government ex­
perts. But it seems you a r e denying them that 
stability. 

ANSWER: W e l l w h e n y o u say y o u a r e d e n y ­
i n g , y o u a r e s u g g e s t i n g ( T h e l e a d e r s ) n o I 
d o n ' t t h i n k t h a t is c o r r e c t m a y I j u s t p u t y o u 
i n t o p e r s p e c t ? ( P l e a s e ) . T h e f a r m i n g c o m ­
m u n i t y i s o n e . B u t t h e q u e s t i o n o f o n e u n ­
i o n has t o be w o r k e d t h r o u g h . S o t h e r e i s 
n o b o d y d e n y i n g a n y b o d y . T h e R e s o l u t i o n s 
t h a t t a k e us t o n e g o t i a t e f o r o n e u n i o n , 
c o m e s f r o m C o n g r e s s e s o f t h e t h r e e 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s . 

QUESTION: This is interesting you say the 
farmers a r e one and yet the leaders are 
working as three, three leaderships per 
group. 

ANSWER: F a r m e r s a r e o n e i n t h a t t h e y w a n t 
t o r e s o l v e t h e i r p r o b l e m s f r o m t h e c o n t e x t 
o f a f a r m e r . A n d t h e f o r m a t i o n o f o n e u n ­
i o n i s w h a t has t o be r e s o l v e d . • 

T/A 
c J H vosuoo (PVT) LTD COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL 
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F o r t h e f i r s t t i m e in Z i m b a b w e 

mhfinder 
VtMKWRS 

Padded tongue Padded collar for 
extra comfort 

Natural soft waxed leather uppers 
and a range of design details 

Heavy duty stitching 
Hardwearing sole with grip tread Comfortable heel height 

W a l k i n g is an e x c e l l e n t 
f o r m o f exerc ise t o 
k e e p f i t and heal thy . 
Pathf inder W a l k e r s 

STYLE NO 7469 

specifically designed f o r w a l k i n g . 
T h e s e shoes a r e rugged, 

durable and part icular ly 
c o m f o r t a b l e . 
%om the fashion house of G&D Shoes, Belmont 

S H O E S 

S T Y L E NO 7580 

Walkers make walking a pleasure 
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National Farmers Association of Zimbabwe 
Reports on Communai Agricuiturai Output 

G p v v m n w n t ancouragM groundnuts production 

T h e r e s u l t s o f l a s t s e a s o n ' s h a r v e s t i n 
Z i m b a b w e w e r e v e r y e n c o u r a g i n g 
e s p e c i a l l y t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n f r o m t h e 

c o m m u n a l f a r m e r s . A p a r t f r o m t h e f a c t t h a t 
n e a r l y 7 5 p e r c e n t o f c o m m u n a l l a n d s l i e i n 
n a t u r a l r e g i o n s I V a n d V w h i c h a r e i l l - s u i t e d 
t o d r y l a n d c r o p p i n g a n d f a r m e r s h a v e t o r e l y 
s o l e l y o n r a i n f e d c r o p s , t h e h a r v e s t 
h o w e v e r , h a s b e e n e x c e p t i o n a l l y g O o d e s ­
p e c i a l l y d u r i n g t h e l a s t s e a s o n a s t h e s e 
f i g u r e s i n d i c a t e : 

Crop Tonnage 
(Thousand) 

M a i z e 8 6 / 8 7 6 3 4 
E s t i m a t e d 8 7 / 8 8 " 7 3 3 

G r o u n d n u t s 8 6 / 8 7 1 0 
E s t i m a t e d 8 7 / 8 8 1 1 

C o t t o n 8 6 / 8 7 1 3 4 
E s t i m a t e d 8 7 / 8 8 1 6 0 

S u n f l o w e r 8 6 / 8 7 1 7 , 5 
E s t i m a t e d 8 7 / 8 8 4 3 

R a p o k o 8 6 / 8 7 3 1 
E s t i m a t e d 8 7 / 8 8 2 8 , 4 

I n a s s e s s i n g t h e p e r f o r m a n c e o f t h e c o m ­
m u n a l s e c t o r , d a t a i s t a k e n f o r t h e a b o v e 
m e n t i o n e d m a j o r c r o p s o f m a i z e , c o t t o n , o i l ­
s e e d s a n d s m a l l g r a i n s . I t i s i m p o r t a n t h e r e 
t o n o t e t h a t p r o d u c t i o n d a t a i s n o t r e a d i l y 
a v a i l a b l e a n d m a r k e t e d o u t p u t h a s b e e n u s e d 
t o r e f l e c t t h i s p e r f o r m a n c e . T h o u g h t h i s d o e s 

n o t m e a s u r e t h e o v e r a l l p r o d u c t i o n w h i c h 
i n c l u d e s r e t e n t i o n s f o r s o m e c r o p s , i t s b e ­
h a v i o u r o v e r a p e r i o d o f t i m e r e f l e c t w h a t 
i s h a p p e n i n g t o o v e r a l l t o t a l p r o d u c t i o n . 

T h e m o s t p o p u l a r c r o p s p r o d u c e d b y c o m ­
m u n a l f a n n e r s i n Z i m b a b w e a s m e n t i o n e d 
b e f o r e i s m a i z e , w h i c h i s t h e s t a p l e f o o d a n d 
c a s h c r o p s l i k e c o t t o n a n d s u n f l o w e r . 
A l t h o u g h g r o u n d n u t s a r e a m o n g t h e h i g h e s t 
p a y i n g c a s h c r o p s , i t i s e v i d e n t b y t h e t o t a l 
p r o d u c t i o n f i g u r e s t h a t f a r m e r s t e n d t o s h y 
a w a y f r o m p r o d u c i n g t h i s c r o p b e c a u s e i t 
i s l a b o u r i n t e n s i v e . T h e o t h e r c o n t r i b u t i n g 
f a c t o r t o t h e l o w p r o d u c t i o n o f g r o u n d n u t s 
i s t h e s c a r c i t y o f t h e s e e d . 

Producer Prices and Transport 
I t i s i n d e e d t r u e t h a t f a r m e r s v o i c e d d i s s a t i s ­
f a c t i o n o v e r t h e p r i c e o f m a i z e . A s a n a s ­
s o c i a t i o n f o r c o m m u n a l f a r m e r s w e f e e l i t 
i s i m p o r t a n t t o m e n t i o n t h a t o u r t o t a l p r o d u c ­
t i o n f i g u r e s f o r m a i z e t h i s s e a s o n i l l u s t r a t e 
t h a t o u r f a r m e r s a r e e v e r i n c r e a s i n g t h e i r 
h e c t a i a g e u n d e r m a i z e . T h i s t h e y h a v e c o n ­
t i n u e d t o d o d e s p i t e t h e e r o s i o n o f t h e 
p r o d u c e r p r i c e s b y t h e e x p e n s i v e i n p u t c o s t s . 
T h e N F A Z w i l l c o n t i n u e n e g o t i a t i n g , o n b e ­
h a l f o f i t s m e m b e r s , f o r a m o r e c o m p e t i t i v e 
p r o d u c e r p r i c e f o r m a i z e b e c a u s e w e r e a ­
l i s e i t s i m p o r t a n c e t o t h e w e l l - b e i n g o f Z i m ­
b a b w e a s a n a t i o n . 

R e g a r d i n g t h e t r a n s p o r t i s s u e , t h e N F A Z 
m a k e s a r r a n g e m e n t s o f m a r k e t i n g f a n n e r s 
p r o d u c e v e r y e a r l y d u r i n g t h e y e a r . T o t h i s 
e f f e c t , t h e H e a d O f f i c e d i s t r i b u t e s f o r m s 

w h i c h c a r r y a l l t h e r e l e v a n t c o n t r a c t u a l d e ­
t a i l s w h i c h w i l l b i n d t h e t r a n s p o r t e r a n d t h e 
f a n n e r t o g e t h e r . T h e r e s u l t a n t o b l i g a t i o n 
w i l l h a v e t o b e f u l f i l l e d b y a l l p a r t i e s . 

T h e c u r r e n t t r a n s p o r t c r i s i s w a s i n e v i t a ­
b l e d u e t o t h e b u m p e r h a r v e s t b u t w h a t h a s 
t e n d e d t o a g g r a v a t e t h e w h o l e s i t u a t i o n i s 
t h e f a c t t h a t q u i t e a v e r y l a r g e n u m b e r o f 
c o m m u n a l f a r m e r s a r e n o t r e g i s t e r e d w i t h 
a n y u n i o n o r a s s o c i a t i o n . T h i s t h e n c a u s e s 
p r o b l e m s b e c a u s e m a r k e t i n g o f t h e i r 
p r o d u c e i s n o t p r o p e r l y c o o r d i n a t e d . W e d o 
w e l c o m e t h e a r r a n g e m e n t b y G o v e r n m e n t 
t o i n v o l v e t h e M i n i s t r y o f T r a n s p o r t i n t h e 
p r o c e s s o f t r y i n g t o t r a n s p o r t f a r m e r s ' 
p r o d u c e b e f o r e t h e r a i n s . 

I n o r d e r t o f u r t h e r i n c r e a s e p r o d u c t i o n b y 
c o m m u n a l f a r m e r s t h e r e i s n e e d t o m a k e 
a v a i l a b l e m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n o n v a r i o u s 
r e s e a r c h c a n i e d o u t a t t h e r e s e a r c h s t a t i o n s 
i n Z i m b a b w e s o t h a t o u r f a n n e r s c a n g r o w 
t h e r i g h t c r o p s u i t a b l e t o t h e a g r o - e c o l o g i c a l 
r e g i o n t h e y r e s i d e i n . 

T h e y m u s t p u t t o o p t i m u m u s e t h e a d v i s e 
g i v e n t o t h e m b y t h e A g r i t e x o f f i c e r s a t t h e i r 
d i s p o s a l . I n o t h e r w o r d s c o m m u n a l f a r m ­
e r s s h o u l d a d o p t t h e m o d e m s c i e n t i f i c 
m e t h o d s o f f a n n i n g t h a t w i l l h e l p t h e m i n ­
c r e a s e t h e i r y e i l d s p e r h e c t a r e . F a r m i n g i n ­
p u t s m u s t b e m a d e a v a i l a b l e t o t h e f a n n e r s 
w e l l b e f o r e t h e r a i n s a n d f i n a l l y t r a n s p o r t 
c h a r g e s h a v e t o b e b r o u g h t d o w n t o r e a s o n a ­
b l e l e v e l s t h a t w i l l l e a v e t h e f a n n e r w i t h a 
r e a s o n a b l e p r o f i t m a r g i n . • 
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A g r i c u l t u r e t o r e m a i n b a c l c b o n e 
o f C o u n t r y ' s E c o n o m y 
Adapted f r o m the " M a n i c a Post" 1 6 / 0 9 / 8 8 

P M s a n t d*llv«rtM t o th« G M B I n e r a a s * 

A g r i c u l t u r e , t h e b a c k b o n e o f Z i m ­
b a b w e ' s e c o n o m y , w i l l r e m a i n the 
d o m i n a n t sec to r i n t h e c o u n t r y , ac­

c o r d i n g t o t h e first F i v e - Y e a r N a t i o n a l D e ­
v e l o p m e n t P l a n . 

T h i s i s b o r n e b y t h e fac t t ha t m o r e t h a n 
7 0 p e r cen t o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n l i v e s i n r u r a l 
a reas a n d t h e i r m a i n s o u r c e o f l i v e l i h o o d is 
f a n n i n g , says t he first v o l u m e o f t h e 
1 9 8 6 / 9 0 p l a n . 

I n a d d i t i o n , t h e g r o w t h o f t he e c o n o m y 
i s l a r g e l y c o n d i t i o n e d b y t h e p e r f o r m a n c e 
o f t h e a g r i c u l t u r a l s ec to r , w h i c h , i n a d d i ­
t i o n t o p r o v i d i n g m o r e t h a n 9 0 pe r c e n t o f 
t h e f o o d r e q u i r e m e n t s o f t h e Z i m b a b w e a n 
socie ty accounts f o r 11 per cent o f t o t a l m e r -
chan i se e x p o r t s . 

D u e t o t he a g r i c u l t u r a l sector ' s d o m i n a n c e 
i n t h e e c o n o m y , g o o d p e r f o r m a n c e o f t h e 
sec tor i n t h e 1 9 8 4 / 8 5 season has l e d t o s i g ­
n i f i c a n t e c o n o m i c r e c o v e r y w h i c h i n r e t u r n 
has m a d e i t poss ib le f o r Z i m b a b w e w e a t h e r 
t h e ef fec ts o f t h e \ V o r l d e c o n o m i c r e c e s s i o n 
a n d t h e t h r e e - y e a r d r o u g h t . 

B e t w e e n 1 9 7 9 / 8 0 A n d 1 9 8 4 / 8 5 , t h e 
v o l u m e o f a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t i o n inc reased 
at a n a v e r a g e a n n u a l r a t e o f 4 , 5 p e r cen t , 
a r a t e w e l l a b o v e the p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h . 

\ O f g r ea t s i g n i f i c a n c e , says the r e p o r t , i s 
t h e r a p i d t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f r u r a l a reas tha t 
has been t a k i n g place s ince Independence as 
a r e s u l t o f d e l i b e r a t e o c h e s t r a t e d G o v e r n ­
m e n t P o l i c y . 

Peasant f a r m e r s h a v e been g r o w i n g i n i m ­
p o r t a n c e i n t h e p r o d u c t i o n o f k e y c r o p s such 
as m a i z e a n d c o t t o n w h i c h h a d b e e n t h e d o ­
m a i n o f la rge-sca le c o m m e r c i a l f a r m e r s p r i ­
o r t o I n d e p e n d e n c e . 

B e f o r e I n d e p e n d e n c e t h e peasant sub-
sec to r s d e l i v e r y o f m a i z e t o t he G r a i n M a r ­
k e t i n g B o a r d n e v e r exceeded 8 0 0 0 0 t o n n e s 
p e r y e a r . 

I n 1 9 8 5 , h o w e v e r , peasant d e l i v e r y t o t he 
G M B a c c o u n t e d f o r a b o u t 4 5 pe r cen t o f t o ­
t a l m a i z e d e l i v e r y t o t h e G M B . D e l i v e r y 
f r o m c o m m u n a l a n d r e s e t t l e m e n t a reas f o r 
1 9 8 5 / 8 6 i s e s t i m a t e d a t 1,7 m i l l i o n t o n n e s 
o r 5 7 pe r cen t o f t o t a l d e l i v e r y . 

I n t he 1 9 8 4 / 8 5 p e r i o d , s m a l l - s c a l e c o m ­
m e r c i a l f a r m e r s , c o m m u n a l f a r m e r s a n d 
A R D A p r o d u c e d 1 5 0 0 0 0 t o n n e s o f c o t t o n , 
o r 4 7 per c e n t o f t o t a l o u t p u t . 

D u r i n g t h e P l a n p e r i o d , a g r i c u l t u r a l o u t ­
p u t i s e x p e c t e d t o g r o w a t five pe r cen t a n ­
n u a l l y . T h i s ^ i s w e l l a b o v e t h e a v e r a g e r a t e 
o f p r o j e c t e d p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h o f 2 , 7 6 pe r 
c e n t . T h i s l e v e l o f o u t p u t w i l l e n a b l e t h e 
c o u n t r y t o i n c r e a s e i t s e x p o r t o f a g r i c u l t u r ­
a l p r o d u c t s b y 6 a n d 7 pe r cen t a n n u a l l y a n d 
a l s o t o i n c r e a s e the p r o c e s s i n g o f a g r i c u l ­
t u r a l r a w m a t e r i a l s . 

I t i s p r o j e c t e d tha t o v e r t h e P l a n p e r i o d , 
e m p l o y m e n t i n t h e sec tor w i l l i nc rease at a n 
ave rage a n n u a l ra te o f 2 , 2 p-.M cent . T h i s w i l l 
o c c u r m a i n l y i n sub-sec tors u s i n g l a b o u r i n ­

t e n s i v e p r o d u c t i o n t e c h n i q u e s s u c h as 
h o r t i c u l t u r e . 

O u t p u t i n c o m m e r c i a l , s m a l l - s c a l e a n d 
c o m m u n a l sub - sec to r s w i l l g r o w a t d i f f e r ­
e n t ra tes . I n c o m m u n a l a n d r e s e t t l e m e n t 
a r e a s , says t h e R e p o r t , o u t p u t i s p r o j e c t e d 
t o g r o w a t a n a v e r a g e r a t e o f 7 t o 8 p e r cen t 
p e r y e a r o v e r t h e P l a n p e r i o d w h i l e o u t p u t 
i n s m a l l a n d l a r g e - s c a l e c o m m e r c i a l a reas 
is e x p e c t e d t o g r o w a t 5 t o 6 pe r c e n t a n d 
3 t o 4 per c e n t r e s p e c t i v e l y o n t h e bas i s o f 
c u r r e n t t r e n d . 

Report 
T h e r e p o r t says tha t m a i z e o u t p u t i s expected 
t o increase a n d s tab i l i se at 3 , 5 m i l l i o n t onnes 
b y 1 9 9 0 a n d w h e a t o u t p u t i s e x p e c t e d t o 
r e a c h 2 7 5 0 0 0 t o n n e s i n t h e s a m e y e a r . 

O f t he t o t a l m a i z e o u t p u t o f 3 , 5 m i l l i o n 
t o n n e s , a b o u t 2 , 4 m i l l i o n t o n n e s w i t h be 
p r o d u c e d b y c o m m u n a l a n d r e s e t t l e d f a r m ­
e r s , w i t h t h e r e m a i n d e r p r o d u c e d b y c o m ­
m e r c i a l f a r m e r s . 

W h i l e p r o d u c t i v i t y i n c o m m u n a l a n d 
r e s e t t l e m e n t areas w i l l h a v e r i s e n b y t h e e n d 
o f t h e P l a n p e r i o d ( 1 , 7 5 t o n n e s per h e c t a r e ) , 
i t w i l l s t i l l be f a r b e l o w t h a t o f c o m m e r c i a l 
f a r m s ( 4 , 7 5 t o n n e s p e r h e c t a r e ) 

D u e t o t h e d r o u g h t w h i c h caused w a t e r 
s h o r t a g e s f o r i r r i g a t i o n , w h e a t p r o d u c t i o n 
d e c l i n e d t o 9 9 0 0 0 t o n n e s i n 1984 . I n 1 9 8 5 , 
because o f g o o d r a i n f a l l , p r o d u c e r p r i c e a n d 
t h e r e - i n t r o d u c t i o n o f t h e i r r i g a t i o n f u n d , 
w h e a t p r o d u c t i o n reached a l e v e l o f 2 1 5 0 0 0 
t o n n e s o f w h i c h abou t 2 0 0 0 0 0 t o n n e s c a m e 
f r o m t h e l a rge - sca l e c o m m e r c i a l s e c t o r a n d 
t h e r e m a i n i n g 15 0 0 0 tonnes from t h e s m a l l -
scale sec to r . 

I t . i s e s t i m a t e d t h a t t o a t t a i n s e l f -
s u f f i c i e n c y , t h e a rea u n d e r w h e a t c u l t i v a t i o n 
s h o u l d be i n c r e a s e d f r o m 4 2 0 0 0 h e c t a r e s 
b y 1 9 9 0 , w h i l e t he ave rage y i e l d is a s s u m e d 
t o r e m a i n at a b o u t 5 t o n n e s pe r hec t a r e says 
t h e r e p o r t . 

T h e p l a n n e d l e v e l o f w h e a t p r o d u c t i o n 
w i l l e n a b l e t h e i m p o r t a t i o n o f w h e a t w h i c h 
i n t h e t w o y e a r s a m o u n t e d t o o v e r 1 0 0 0 0 0 
t o n n e s . 

D u r i n g t h e P l a n p e r i o d , t he G o v e r n m e n t 
w i l l a l s o t a k e m e a s u r e s t o p r o m o t e i r r i g a t ­
e d c u l t i v a t i o n i n c o m m u n a l areas. T h e s e w i l l 
c h a n g e t h e r e g u l a t i o n s t h a t n o w g o v e r n t h e 
n a t i o n a l i r r i g a t i o n f u n d t o m a k e f u n d s m o r e 
r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e t o peasant f a r m e r s . 

C o t t o n p r o d u c t i o n i s expec t ed t o i n c r e a s e 
t o a b o u t 4 6 0 0 0 0 t o n n e s b y 1 9 9 0 o n a n e n ­
l a r g e d a rea o f a b o u t 2 7 5 0 0 0 h e c t a r e s . 
W h i l e t he c o m m e r c i a l s e c t o r i s e x p e c t e d t o 
m a i n t a i n i t s p r e s e n t l e v e l o f p r o d u c t i o n a n d 
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area p l a n t e d o f 170 0 0 0 a n d 7 5 0 0 0 hec tares 
r e s p e c t i v e l y , i t i s p r o j e c t e d t h a t c o m m u n a l 
f a n n e r s , s m a l l - s c a l e c o i m n e r c i a l f a r m e r s 
a n d A R D A w i l l i nc rease o u t p u t t o a b o u t 
2 3 0 0 0 0 t o n n e s . 

I n d i c a t i o n s a r e t h a t a n i nc rea sed q u a n t i t y 
o f c o t t o n l i n t w i l l be u sed l o c a l l y i n t h e t e x ­
t i l e i n d u s t r y . C o t t o n l i n t w i l l r e m a i n a n i m ­
p o r t a n t e x p o r t i t e m , a c c o u n t i n g f o r s e v e n 
p e r c e n t o f t h e t o t a l o u t p u t o f c o t t o n . 

Z i m b a b w e ' s m a i n e x p o r t m a r k e t s a r e i n 
E u r o p e w h e r e n e w s p i n n i n g t e c h n i q u e s a r e 
d e v e l o p i n g finer, s t r o n g e r a n d l o n g e r s ta­
p les t h a n w a s p r e v i o u s l y p r o d u c e d . 

C o n s e q u e n t l y , t h e C o t t o n M a r k e t i n g 
B o a r d a n d t h e r e s e a r c h i n s t i t u t e s w i l l h a v e 
t o be engaged i n d e v e l o p m e n t s w h i c h s h o u l d 
enab le Z i m b a b w e a n f a r m e r s t o p r o d u c e t h e 
r i g h t t y p e o f c o t t o n t o m e e t t h e needs o f cus ­
t o m e r s i n t h e o v e r s e a s s p i n n i n g m i l l s . 

Z i m b a b w e ' s " g o l d e n l e a f , t o b a c c o , t h e 
c o u n t r y ' s n u m b e r o n e e a r n e r o f f o r e i g n c u r ­
r e n c y , has a g o o d p o t e n t i a l f o r f u r t h e r e x ­
p a n s i o n . E x p o r t o f t obacco accounts f o r o n e 
fifth o f t h e c o u n t r y ' s m e r c h a n d i s e e x p o r t s 
a n d gene ra t e s 5 0 p e r c e n t o f Z i m b a b w e a n 
a g r i c u l t u r a l e x p o r t s . 

Plans to Boost the Country's Economy 
T h e g o o d prospects f o r f u r t h e r e x p a n s i o n o f 
Z i m b a b w e ' s t obacco p r o d u c t i o n a r e based 
o n p r o m i s i n g fo recas t s o f w o r l d m a r k e t i n 
w h i c h t h e c o u n t r y s tands firmly as t h e t h i r d 
l a rges t e x p o r t e r w i t h a 1 5 , 4 p e r c e n t s h a r e 
f o l l o w i n g t h e U n i t e d S ta te s , ( 2 2 , 3 p e r c e n t ) 
a n d B r a z i l ( 2 1 , 8 p e r c e n t ) . 

I n a d d i t i o n , t h e Z i m b a b w e a n t o b a c c o 
p r o d u c t i o n is w e l l - o r g a n i s e d a n d is suppo r t ­
e d b y a d v a n c e d i n d i g e n o u s t e c h n o l o g y a n d 
r e s e a r c h . 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e P l a n , t h e G o v e r n m e n t 
w i l l e n c o u r a g e a n d s u p p o r t n e w s m a l l - s c a l e 
t obacco g r o w e r s i n c o m m u n a l a n d r e s e t t l e ­
m e n t a reas . T h e acu te sho r t age o f e x t e n s i o n 
s e r v i c e s f o r t obacco g r o w e r s w i l l be r e m e ­
d i e d d u r i n g t h e 1 9 8 6 - 9 0 p e r i o d . 

T e a a n d c o f f e e a r e i n c r e a s i n g l y b e c o m ­
i n g i m p o r t a n t c r o p s i n t h e a g r i c u l t u r a l sec­
t o r . I n 1 9 8 4 , c o m b i n e d e x p o r t w a s $ 5 5 m i l ­
l i o n o r 3 , 5 pe r c e n t o f t h e t o t a l e x p o r t s . 

T h e r e p o r t f u r t h e r says tha t t h e r e is p o t e n ­
t i a l f o r m o r e d e v e l o p m e n t o f these t w o c rops 
u s i n g l o c a l t e c h n o l o g y a n d r e s e a r c h w h i c h 
m a k e s p o s s i b l e h i g h p r o d u c t i v i t y a n d c o m ­
p e t i t i v e n e s s o n t h e w o r l d m a r k e t . 

B o t h i n d u s t r i e s a r e l a b o u r - i n t e n s i v e , 
p r o v i d i n g e m p l o y m e n t f o r n e a r l y 2 0 0 0 0 . 

T h e sugar i n d u s t r y w h i c h accounts f o r 3 , 9 
p e r c e n t o f t h e t o t a l e x p e r t s w i l l c o n t i n u e t o 
face p r o b l e m s o n t h e w o r l d m a r k e t . T h e 
G o v e r n m e n t w i l l c o n t i n u e s tudies f o r a n e x ­
p a n s i o n o f t h e suga r -based e t h a n o l p r o d u c ­
t i o n w h i c h c a n be u sed b o t h as f u e l a n d a l s o 
as a bas ic c h e m i c a l . 

T w o o t h e r c r o p s f o r w h i c h t h e r e i s r o o m 
f o r f u r t h e r e x p a n s i o n , says t h e r e p o r t a r e 
s o y a beans a n d s u n f l o w e r . S o y a beans a r e 
p r o d u c e d m a i n l y b y l a rge - sca le c o m m e r c i a l 
f a r m e r s w h i l e s u n f l o w e r is g r o w n m a i n l y i n 
c o m m u n a l areas w h e r e i t has a p r o m i s i n g 
f u t u r e . 

T h e l a t t e r c r o p is r e s i s t a n t t o d r o u g h t a n d 
is i m p o r t a n t as a ca sh c r o p . T o m e e t t h e 
r a p i d l y g r o w i n g d e m a n d f o r v e g e t a b l e o i l 
a n d t h e r a w m a t e r i a l r e q u i r e m e n t s o f t h e 
s tock feed i n d u s t r y , t h e G o v e r n m e n t w i l l e n ­
c o u r a g e a n d s u p p o r t p r o d u c t i o n o f these t w o ^ 
c r o p s . ^ 

Z i m b a b w e has p o t e i i t i a l f o r e x p a n s i o n o n 
m a n y o t h e r s a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c e s u c h as 
s o r g h u m , m h u n g a a n d r a p o k o w h i c h a r e 
d r o u g h t - r e s i s t a n t . 

H o r t i c u l t u r a l c rops accoun t f o r a b o u t n i n e 
p e r c e n t o f a g r i c u l t u r a l o u t p u t . A c c o r d i n g t o 
t h e P l a n , these i n c l u d e m o s t l y f r u i t s a n d 
v e g e t a b l e s . D u r i n g t h e 1 9 8 6 - 9 0 p e r i o d , 
h o r t i c u l t u r e w i l l be p r o m o t e d . T h e s t r a t e g y 
i s i n t e n d e d b o t h t o w i d e n e m p l o y m e n t o p ­
p o r t u n i t i e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e y e a r a n d t o i n ­
c rease e x p o r t s . 

H o r t i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t i o n w i l l n e e d b a c k 

u p s e r v i c e s s u c h as " g r e e n h o u s e s " c o l l i n g 
r o o m s , q u a r a n t i n e a n d s u p p l y o f p l a n t 
m a t e r i a l s . T h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f h o r t i c u l t u r e 
w i l l l ead t o e x p a n s i o n o f p a c k a g i n g , c a n n i n g 
a n d o t h e r s m a l l - s c a l e i n d u s t r i e s w h i c h w i l l 
p r o m o t e i n d u s t r i a l d e c e n t r a l i s a t i o n a n d e x ­
p a n d t h e m a t e r i a l p r o d u c t i o n i n d u s t r i e s o f 
e c o n o m y . 

Agriculture — The Base of Economy 
C r o p s s u c h as K i w i s a v o c a d o e s , m a n g o e s , 
p a w p a w s , g r a n a d i l l a s , m e c a d e n i u m n u t s , 
p l i u n s a n d a l m o n d s h a v e grea t e x p o r t p o t e n ­
t i a l . M u l b e r r y c u l t i v a t i o n p r o v i d e s g o o d 
scope f o r e x p a n s i o n , says t h e r e p o r t . 

A c c o r d i n g t o t he 1 9 8 2 - 8 3 census , the na ­
t i o n a l c a t t l e h e r d i s a b o u t 5 , 6 m i l l i o n . 

S m a l l - h o l d e r f a r m e r s , m a i n l y i n c o m ­
m u n a l areas o w n abou t 6 1 percent o f t he cat­
t l e h e r d w h i l e l a r g e scale c o m m e r c i a l f a r m ­
e r s o w n 3 9 p e r c e n t . T h e s i ze o f t h e s m a l l 
h o l d e r h e r d has f l a c t u a t e d r a t h e r d r a m a t i ­
c a l l y i n t h e past . 

T h e r e p o r t says t h a t i t g r e w f r o m a n e s t i ­
m a t e d 1,8 m i l l i o n i n 1 % 5 t o 3 , 6 m i l l i o n i n 
1 9 7 7 b u t d e c l i n e d firstly d u r i n g t h e w a r as 
a r e su l t o f t i c k - b o r n e diseases a n d a g a i n du r ­
i n g t h e e n s u i n g d r o u g h t s o f 1 9 8 2 a n d 1 9 8 3 
w h i c h r e s u l t e d i n t h e d e a t h o f ma iny hea rds 
o f l i v e s t o c k . 

I n v i e w o f t h e fac t t h a t m o s t o f t h e s m a l l 
a n i m a l s a r e o w n e d b y peasan t f a r m e r s , p r o ­
m o t i o n s a n d e x p a n s i o n o f t h i s sub- sec to r 
c o u l d f o r m a n i m p o r t a n t p a r t o f t h e s t r a t e ­
g y f o r r u r a l d e v e l o p m e n t . 

Z i m b a b w e p roduces a b o u t 2 1 5 OCO tonnes 
o f m e a t , m o s t l y b e e f a n d 3 7 0 m i l l i o n l i t r e s 
o f m i l k w i t h a c o m b i n e d v a l u e o f abou t $ 4 2 0 
m i l l i o n . 

T h i s i s a l m o s t h a l f o f t h e t o t a l a g r i c u l t u r ­
a l i n c o m e , says t h e r e p o r t . P a r t o f t h e m e a t 
p r o d u c t i o n is e x p o r t e d a n d i f Z i m b a b w e suc­
ceeds i n e x p o r t i n g t h e p r o j e c t e d 8 1 0 0 
tonnes o f m e a t ( 1 0 0 m i l l i o n ) t o t h e E E C , t h i s 
w o u l d h e l p i n e s t a b l i s h i n g the l o n g - t e r m e x ­
p o r t m a r k e t a n d c o n t r i b u t e s i g n i f i c a n t l y t o 
t h e c o u n t r y ' s ba l ance o f p a y m e n t s . 

D a i r y p r o d u c t i o n , w h i c h is d o m i n a t e d b y 
/ t h e c o m m e r c i a l sub-sector , has m a d e s i g n i f i ­

c a n t p r o g r e s s . M i l k d e l i v e r i e s t o t h e D a i r y 
M a r k e t i n g B o a r d g r e w f r o m 9 8 m i l l i o n t o 
198 m i l l i o n l i t r e s pe r y e a r b e t w e e n 1 9 6 8 a n d 
1 9 8 5 . 

P r o d u c t i o n t r e n d s , says t h e r e p o r t , i n d i ­
ca te t h a t g r o w t h has b e e n adequa te t o ca te r 
f o r t h e p o p u l a t i o n . 

P r o d u c t i o n o f o v e n - r e a d y b r o i l e r s i n t h e 
p o u l t r y sub - sec to r d e c l i n e d b y 9 2 4 0 0 0 o r 
13 p e r c e n t i n 1 9 8 4 c o m p a r e d w i t h 1 9 8 3 . 
T h i s w a s t h e first d e c l i n e i n m o r e t h a n 1 0 
y e a r s a n d w a s a r e f l e c t i o n o f a c c u m u l a t e d 
p r o b l e m s c o n n e c t e d w i t h r i s i n g cos t s a n d 
p r i c e c o n t r o l . 

A c o m p r e h e n s i v e n a t i o n a l p r o g r a m m e 
t h a t focuses o n t h e p r o b l e m s o f h i g h p o p u ­
l a t i o n g r o w t h i n c o m m u n a l areas w i l l b e i m ­
p l e m e n t e d d u r i n g t h e P l a n p e r i o d . 

S u c h a p r o g r a m m e w i l l i n c l u d e s t o c k c o n ­
t r o l , b e t t e r l a n d m a n a g e m e n t a n d de-
s t o c k i n g w h e r e necessary , says t h e r epo r t . • 
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I f t h e H u n g r y c o u l d e a t 
W o r d s . . By Dennis T. Rwafa 

Adapted from Masvingo Provincial Star 16/09/88 

Eight years ago, O A U H e a d s o f States a n d G o v e r n m e n t a d o p t e d the Lagos P l a n 
of A c t i o n . They stated categorically, t h a t m e m b e r states should, as a m a t t e r o f 
urgency, t a k e steps to a d o p t a c o h e r e n t n a t i o n a l f o o d s e c u r i t y programme. 

I t w a s e m p h a s i s e d t h a t n a t i o n a l p o l i c i e s 
m u s t b e t r a n s l a t e d i n t o c o n c r e t e a c t i o n 
s u c h a s e a r l y c o n s t r u c t i o n o f s t o r a g e 

f a c i l i t i e s , c r e a t i o n o f g r a i n r e s e r v e s , i m ­
p r o v e g r a i n s t o c k a r r a n g e m e n t s ^ , b e t t e r f o r e ­
c a s t i n g a n d e a r l y w a r n i n g s s y s t e m s . 

T h e r e w e r e a l s o v e r y a m b i t i o u s r e c o m ­
m e n d a t i o n s l i k e s e t t i n g u p a n A f r i c a n F o o d 
R e l i e f S u p p o r t w i t h a v i e w o f s u p p o r t i n g a i l ­
i n g m e m b e r s t a l e s . 

T h a t w a s i n 1 9 8 0 a n d a s t h e e i g h t y e a r s 
d r a g g e d o n s l o w l y , i t i s i n t r i g u i n g t o n o t e 
t h a t h a r d l y a n y o f t h o s e i n t e l l i g e n t r e c o m ­
m e n d a t i o n s a n d s u g g e s t i o n s w e r e 
i m p l e m e n t e d . 

W h y ? I s i t b e c a u s e t h e r e i s t o o m u c h 
t o n g u e - w a g g i n g a t t h e e x p e n s e o f r e a l w o r k , 
h a r d w o r k a n d s o i l i n g h a n d s ? A B B C t e l e ­
v i s i o n c o m m e n t a r y i n 1 9 8 5 r a n l i k e t h i s : " I f 
t h e h u n g r y c o u l d e a t w o r d s , A f r i c a c o u l d 
r e c o v e r " . 

A n o t h e r e x p e r t , f o r m e r S e c r e t a r y G e n e r a l 
o f t h e O A U M r . E d e m K o d j o , t o l d a g r o u p 
o f A f r i c a n l e a d e r s i n 1 9 7 8 : " A f r i c a i s d y ­
i n g . I f t h i n g s c o n t i n u e a s t h e y a r e , o n l y e i g h t 
o r n i n e o f t h e p r e s e n t c o u n t r i e s w i l l s u r v i v e 
t h e n e x t f e w y e a r s . A l l o t h e r t h i n g s b e i n g 
e q u a l , a b s o l u t e p o v e r t y , i n s t e a d o f d e c l i n e 
i s l i k e l y t o g a i n g r o u n d . I t i s c l e a r t h a t t h e 
e c o n o m y o f o u r c o n t i n e n t i s l y i n g i n r u i n s . 
O u r c o n t i n e n t i s l y i n g o n t h e b r i n k o f 
d i s a s t e r " . 

Alarmist 
O n b a l a n c e , t h e f o r m e r O A U e x e c u t i v e 
s o u n d e d l i k e a n a l a r m i s t g i v e n t h a t w e h a v e 
s u r v i v e d t o t h i s d a y , b u t h i s w a r n i n g w a s 
e s s e n t i a l l y c o r r e c t g i v e n w h o l e p o p u l a t i o n s 
n e a r l y d e c i m a t e d o r m a r g i n a l i s e d b y d r o u g h t 
a n d f a m i n e i n t h e S a h e l r e g i o n . 

T h e G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r i a t o f t h e O A U i n 
t h e i r r e p o r t t o t h e t h i r d A f r i c a F o o d a n d 
N u t r i t i o n C o n g r e s s h e l d i n H a r a r e ( r e c e n t ­
l y ) a p t l y l a m e n t s t h e d e t e r i o r a t i n g f o o d s i t ­
u a t i o n i n A f r i c a . T h e n u m b e r o f m a l -
n o u ( i s h e d p e o p l e i n A f r i c a h a s r e m a i n e d d i s ­
t u r b i n g l y h i g h , a r o u n d 7 0 m i l l i o n , m e a n i n g 
t h a t o u t o f e v e r y s e v e n p e o p l e i n A f r i c a , o n e 
o f t h e m i s c l o s e t o s t a r v a t i o n . 

I t i s t h e r e f o r e i n s t r u c t i v e t o n o t e t h a t A f r i ­

c a n d r o u g h t a n d f a m i n e s w h i c h h a v e , t i m e 
a n d a g a i n , h i t n e w s h e a d l i n e s t h e w o r l d 
o v e r , a r e n o t s i m p l y c a u s e d b y l a c k o f r a i n ­
f a l l , n e i t h e r a r e t h e y s u d d e n n a t u r a l d i s ­
a s t e r s . T h e y a r e t h e e n d r e s u l t s o f a l o n g d e ­
t e r i o r a t i o n i n t h e a b i l i t y o f A f r i c a n s t o f e e d 
t h e m s e l v e s , a d e c l i n e c a u s e d b y m i s t a k e s 
a n d m i s m a n a g e m e n t f r o m w i t h i n a n d o u t ­
s i d e t h e c o n t i n e n t . 

F r o m o u t s i d e , A f r i c a h a s b e e n i n v a d e d b y 
a s w a r m o f c h a n c e r s a n d o p p o r t u n i s t i c p u n ­
d i t s r e a d y t o f l e e c e A f r i c a , b y p r o v i d i n g b o ­
g u s a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s . A s p o k e s m a n f o r t h e 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s O f f i c e f o r e m e r g e n c y o p e r ­
a t i o n s i n A f r i c a s u m m e d i t u p : " A f r i c a ' s 
b i g g e s t p r o b l e m i s t o o m a n y p e o p l e g o i n g 
r o u n d t h e c o n t i n e n t w i t h s o l u t i o n s t o 
p r o b l e m s t h e y d o n ' t u n d e r s t a n d . M a n y o f 
t h e s o l u t i o n s a r e h a l f b a c k e d . S o m e A f r i c a n s 
a l s o d o n ' t u n d e r s t a n d A f r i c a n p r o b l e m s " . 

T h e W o r l d B a n k S e n i o r V i c e P r e s i d e n t , 
E r n e s t S t e m , e c h o e d t h e s a m e s e n t i m e n t s i n 
t h e b o o k " A f r i c a i n C r i s i s " : " W e h a v e 
f a i l e d i n A f r i c a , a l o n g w i t h e v e r y b o d y e l s e . 
W e h a v e n o t f u l l y u n d e r s t o o d t h e p r o b l e m s . 
W e h a v e n o t i d e n t i f i e d t h e p r i o r i t i e s n o r 
d e s i g n e d t h e p r o j e c t s t o f i t " . 

O v e r d r a w n 
L a c k o f e f f e c t i v e s u p p o r t i v e v e l d m a n a g e ­
m e n t s t r a t e g i e s t o c o m b a t f a m i n e ftirther e x ­
a c e r b a t e t h e p r o b l e m s . A c c o r d i n g t o v e t e ­
r a n j o u r n a l i s t s a r i d a u t h o r L l y o d T i m b e r l a k e 
i n h i s b o o k ' A f r i c a i n C r i s i s ' : " A f r i c a h a s 
t a k e n t o o m u c h f r o m i t s l a n d . I t h a s ' o v e r ­
d r a w n i t s e n v i r o n m e n t a l a c c o u n t s a n d t h e 
r e s t f o r m u c h o f A f r i c a i s e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
b a n k r u p t c y ' . 

" A s t h e s o i l e r o d e s , s o d o e s A f r i c a ' s l i v ­
i n g s t a n d a r d s . J u s t a s t h e r u r a l p e a s a n t e x ­
i s t s d a i l y o n a h a n d - t o - m o u t h b a s i s , s o d o e s 
h i s G o v e r n m e n t p l a g u e d b y l o w c o m m o d i ­
t y p r i c e s , h i g h i n t e r e s t r a t e s a n d d e b t s w h i c h 
a r e h u g e i n p r o p o r t i o n t o f o r e i g n e x c h a n g e 
e a r n i n g s " , w r o t e T i m b e r l a k e . 

D u r i n g t h e t h i r d A f r i c a n F o o d a n d N u t r i ­
t i o n C o n g r e s s i n H a r a r e , d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
r e s o u r c e p e r s o n s u n a n i m o u s l y s h o w e r e d 
p r a i s e t o Z i m b a b w e f o r i t s a g r i c u l t u r a l 
p o l i c i e s . 

T h e s e c r e t o f Z i m b a b w e ' s s u c c e s s a s n e t 
f o o d p r o d u c e r i n A f r i c a a n d a n a t i o n e n j o y ­

i n g s u r p l u s e s i s m a i n l y b e c a u s e t h e G o v e r n ­
m e n t a c t i v e l y s u p p o r t s t h e p e a s a n t f a r m e r 
b y m a k i n g a v a i l a b l e c r e d i t f a c i l i t i e s a n d a 
n e t w o r k o f e x t e n s i o n s e r v i c e s a n d r e s e a r c h 
f a c i l i t i e s . 

F o r m e r A g r i c u l t u r a l M i n i s t e r , M r . D e n ­
n i s N o r m a n , m a i n t a i n e d : " N o c o u n t r y ' s 
a g r i c u l t u r a l i n d u s t r y a n y w h e r e i n t h e w o r l d 
c a n o p e r a t e u n l e s s o n e h a s b a c k - u p s e r v i c e s 
a n d s t r u c t u r e s . Y o u ' v e g o t t o h a v e a f a i r l y 
o r g a n i s e d r e s e a r c h s y s t e m , e x t e n s i o n s e r v ­
i c e s a n d financial a r r a n g e m e n t s . T h i s i s 
w h e r e w e h a v e t h e a d v a n t a g e o v e r m o s t 
t h i r d - w o r l d c o u n t r i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e r e s t 
o f A f r i c a b e c a u s e o u r s y s t e m w o r k s " . 

P r e s i d e n t M u g a b e , w h o o f f i c i a l l y o p e n e d 
t h e c o n f e r e n c e , f e l t t h a t p o l i t i c a l c o m m i t ­
m e n t a n d s u p p o r t b y g o v e r n m e n t s a t t h e 
h i g h e s t l e v e l w a s r e q u i r e d tONfacilitate t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t o f c o n c r e t e p l a n s a n d s t r a t e ­
g i e s t o i m p r o v e f o o d a n d n u t r i t i o n i n A f r i c a . 

Dire Straights 
" T h e r e i s c e r t a i n l y n o d e a r t h o f i d e a s o n 
f o o d a n d n u t r i t i o n s e c u r i t y . H o w e v e r , w h a t 
m a y b e l a c k i n g i s t h e t r a n s l a t i o n o f m a n y 
d e c l a r a t i o n s i n t o i m p l e m e n t a b l e p l a n s a p ­
p r o p r i a t e t o o u r c o u n t r i e s ' n e e d s a n d c i r ­
c u m s t a n c e s " , s a i d P r e s i d e n t M u g a b e . 

W h i l e Z i m b a b w e e n j o y s f o o d s e l f -
s u f f i c i e n c y , o t h e r c o u n t r i e s a r e i n d i r e 
s t r a i g h t s , t h u s m a k i n g i t i m p e r a t i v e f o r a l l 
A f r i c a n c o u n t r i e s t o i m p l e m e n t , w i t h o u t d e ­
l a y , t h e A f r i c a n P r i o r i t y P r o g r a m m e f o r 
E c o n o m i c R e c o v e r y ( 1 9 8 6 - 9 0 ) w h i c h w a s 
a d o p t e d a t t h e 2 1 s t e x t r a - o r d i n a r y s e s s i o n 
o f H e a d s o C S t a t e s a n d G o v e r n m e n t o f O A U 
t h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f w h i c h t h e f o c u s o f t h e 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y w a s o n 
t h e C r i t i c a l E c o n o m i c S i t u a t i o n i n A f r i c a , 
h e l d i n N e w Y o r k i n 1 9 8 6 . 

U n l e s s a n d u n t i l g o v e r n m e n t s a d o p t t h e 
p o l i t i c a l w i l l a d v o c a t e d b y P r e s i d e n t 
M u g a b e , a n d u n t i l t h e r e i s a " c h a n g e o f 
h e a r t " b y d o n o r a g e n c i e s a n d g l o b a l finan­
c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s l i k e t h e a r r o g a n t P a r i s C l u b , 
t h e m a l n u t r i t i o n d e a t h - m a r c h p r o c e e d s 
u n - a b a t e d . 

H e a r t h e s a d a n a l y s i s o f o n e r e l i e f w o r ­
k e r i n t h e S a h e l r e g i o n : " S t a r v e t h e c i t y 
d w e l l e r s a n d t h e y r i o t ; S t a r v e t h e p e a s a n t s 
a n d t h e y d i e . I f y o u w e r e a p o l i t i c i a n w h i c h 
w o u l d y o u c h o o s e " . • 
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G w e b i C o l l e g e ' s R o l e i n 
Z i m b a b w e a n A g r i c u l t u r e 
By F i n a l year students M . M a k o m b e , J. M a b h e n a and J. H o f i s i 

G w e b i C o l l e g e s t a f f a n d s t u d e n t s 
w a r m l y c o n g r a t u l a t e H i s E x c e l l e n ­
c y t h e P r e s i d e n t R . G . M u g a b e f o r 

w i n n i n g t h e A f r i c a P r i z e f o r l e a d e r s h i p f o r 
the S u s t a i n a b l e E n d o f H u n g e r . T h e w h o l e 
f a r m i n g c o m m u n i t y , c o m m u n a l , s m a l l 
scale , c o - o p e r a t i v e a i j d c o m m e r c i a l d e s e r v e 
t o be t h a n k e d , n o t f o r g e t t i n g t h e A g r o -
I n d u s t r i e s a n d v a r i o u s R e s e a r c h S e r v i c e s 
w h o g i v e t h e n e c e s s a r y t e c h n i c a l b a c k i n g 
w i t h o u t w h i c h t h e A g r i c u l t u r a l i n d u s t r y 
w o u l d c o l l a p s e . 

I t i s n e e d l e s s t o m e n t i o n t h a t t h e s u c c e s s 
a c h i e v e d s o f a r i s n o t t h e e n d o f t h e r o a d . 
R a t h e r , t h i s c a l l s f o r a l l c o n c e r n e d , f r o m t h e 
p o l i c y m a k e r t o t h e g e n e r a l h a n d i n t h e f i e l d , 
t o f o r g e a h e a d c o - o p e r a t i v e l y i n c r e a s i n g 
p r o d u c t i v i t y t o m e e t n o t o n l y t h e f o o d r e ­
q u i r e m e n t s o f o u r g r o w i n g p o p u l a t i o n , b u t 
a l s o t o b e a b l e t o m a i n t a i n o u r f o o d s e c u r i ­
t y p o s i t i o n i n t h e S A D C C r e g i o n . M o r e e m ­
p l o y m e n t o p p o r t u n i t i e s w i l l b e c r e a t e d a s 
w e l l . 

S t i l l o n e m p l o y m e n t , i t i s e s s e n t i a l t o r e a l ­
i z e t h a t s k i l l e d a n d q u a l i f i e d p e r s o n n e l i s a 
v i t a l c o m p o n e n t f o r t h e s u r v i v a l o f a n y i n ­
d u s t r y , w h e t h e r m a n u f a c t u r i n g , m i n i n g a n d 
i n d e e d a g r i c u l t u r e . G w e b i i s o n e o f t h e t w o 
c o l l e g e s t h a t o f f e r t h e t w o - y e a r N a t i o n a l 
D i p l o m a c o u r s e i n A g r i c u l t u r e . F o r m e r l y a 
g o v e r n m e n t f a r m , G w e b i w a s e s t a b l i s h e d 
i n t o a t r a i n i n g c e n t r e i n 1 9 5 0 . H a v i n g r e a ­
l i s e d t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f a f o r m a l t r a i n i n g , 
t h e f a r m e r s a n d g o v e r n m e n t p u l l e d t h e i r 
r e s o u r c e s t o g e t h e r a n d e s t a b l i s h e d t h e c o l ­
l e g e . U n t i l 1 9 8 0 , t h e c o l l e g e c a t e r e d f o r 
m a l e w h i t e s o n l y . T h a n k s t o t h e n e w 
g o v e r n m e n t , 1 9 8 0 m a r k e d a n e w e r a o n 
e q u a l i t y . E i g h t b l a c k s t u d e n t s w e r e e n r o l l e d . 

W i t h a t w o y e a r f u l l t i m e s t u d y 
p r o g r a m m e fifty p e r c e n t p r a c t i c a l a n d fifty 
p e r c e n t t h e o r y , a d d e d t o a t e n m o n t h p r e -
c o l l e g e p r a c t i c e , a G w e b i g r a d u a t e i s a b l e 
t o v i r t u a l l y t a k e o v e r a l a r g e s c a l e c o m m e r ­
c i a l e n t e r p r i z e a n d r u n i t . T h e c u r r e n t t r a i n ­
i n g s y l l a b u s i s d i v i d e d i n t o f o u r m a j o r d i s ­
c i p l i n e s ; F a r m m a n a g e m e n t , A n i r f t a l H u s ­
b a n d r y , F i e l d H u s b a n d r y a n d A g r i c u l t u r a l 
E n g i n e e r i n g . S e m i n a r s , t o u r s a n d v i s i t s b y 
s t u d e n t s t o v a r i o u s f a r m s a n d A g r i c u l t u r a l 
i n s t i t u t e s a l s o h e l p w i d e n s t u d e n t s " u n d e r ­
s t a n d i n g . E x t e r n a l l e c m r e r s f r e q u e n t t h e c o l ­
l e g e , s o m e o r g a n i s a t i o n s d o n a t e a n d s p o n ­
s o r s t u d e n t s b y m e a n s o f t h e a w a r d s p r e s e n t ­
e d o n t h e c e r e m o n i a l d a y s , t h e D i p l o m a 
D a y . I t i s m a i n l y t h r o u g h t h e f a r m m a n a g e ­
m e n t d e p a r t m e n t t h a t t h e c o l l e g e c o m m u -

n i c a t e s w i t h t h e o u t s i d e w o r l d . E a c h s t u d e n t 
i n t h e f m a l y e a r i s r e q u i r e d t o p r e p a r e a n d 
p r e s e n t i n f r o n t o f s e a s o n e d a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t s , 
a L a n d U s e P l a n n i n g P r o j e c t . I n e v i t a b l y e v ­
e r y s t u d e n t i s m a d e t o m a k e a n i n d e p t h 
s t u d y o f a f a r m s i t u a t i o n . T h i s i n v o l v e s a s k ­
i n g f o r i n f o r m a t i o n f r o m f a r m e r s , t h e A g r i -
t e x p e r s o n n e l a n d v a r i o u s a g r i c u l t u r a l o r ­
g a n i s a t i o n s . T h e i n f o r m a t i o n m a i n l y p e r t a i n s 
t o h o w a s t u d e n t c a n g o a b o u t g a t h e r i n g i n ­
f o r m a t i o n t o c o m e u p w i t h s u g g e s t i o n s a n d 
p r o p o s a l s f o r i n c r e a s e d p r o d u c t i v i t y a n d s o i l 
a n d w a t e r c o n s e r v a t i o n ' r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s . 
S o m e o f t h e p r o p o s a l s m a d e b y t h e s t u d e n t s 
t o t h e f a r m e r s c o n c e r n e d a r e v i a b l e . T h u s 
a t e a m s p i r i t b e t w e e n e x p e r i e n c e d f a r m e r s 
a n d w o u l d - b e f a r m m a n a g e r s i n c r e a s e a n d 
s o d o e s p r o d u c t i o n . 

Practicals 
W h i l e s o m e s t u d e n t s g o b a c k t o f a r m s o n 
h o l i d a y s , a n u m b e r o f t h e m a r e a t t a c h e d t o 
c o m p a n i e s t h a t a r e i n v o l v e d i n a g r i c u l t u r e . 
T h e s e i n c l u d e Z i m b a b w e L e a f T o b a c c o 
C o m p a n y , F a r m e c , T i n t o I n d u s t r y , t h e 
G r a i n M a r k e t i n g B o a r d , t h e A g r i c u l t u r a l 
E n g i n e e r i n g I n s t i t u t e , t h e A g r i c u l t u r a l a n d 
R u r a l D e v e l o p m e n t A u t h o r i t y o n l y t o m e n ­
t i o n a f e w . I t i s t h r o u g h t h i s v i t a l c o ­
o p e r a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e c o l l e g e a n d t h e s e o r -
• a n i s a t i o n s t h a t s t u d e n t s a r e e x p o s e d t o o t h e r 

m a j o r f o c a l p o i n t s l i k e t h e T o b a c c o S a l e s 
F l o o r , t h e l a r g e s t i n t h e w o r l d , a n d t h e 
a g r i c u l t u r a l s h o w . A t s u c h p l a c e s s t u d e n t s 
a r e n o t o n l y a b l e t o d i s c u s s p o i n t s o f i n t e r e s t 
w i t h f a r m e r s w h o a r e a l r e a d y i n t h e field b u t 
a n d e v e n m a d e t o a p p r e c i a t e t h e r o l e a g r i c u l ­
t u r e i s p l a y i n g i n f o r e i g n c u r r e n c y g e n e r a ­
t i o n a n d e m p l o y m e n t c r e a t i o n t h u s t h e n e e d 
f o r h a r d w o r k o n t h e i r p a r t a s f a r m e r s t o u p ­
l i f t t h e e c o n o m y o f t h e c o u n t r y . 

T o t h e s u c c e s s f u l g r a d u a t e s o f G w e b i 
d o o r s a r e o p e n f o r j o b o p p o r t u n i t i e s a s F a r m 
A s s i s t a n t m a n a g e r s , R e s e a r c h t e c h n i c i a n s . 
S a l e s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . P r o j e c t c o - o r d i n a t o r s , 
A g r i t e x o f f i c e r s a r e a l s o b e c o m i n g t e a c h e r s . 
A s w e w r i t e , o u r a i m i s t o b e c o m e f a r m ­
e r s . H o w e v e r , w e s t i l l n e e d t o ftirther o u r 
s t u d i e s t h r o u g h t h e U n i v e r s i t y a n d t h e 
T o b a c c o T r a i n i n g I n s t i t u t e b u t f i n a n c i a l h i c ­
c u p s a r e a s t u m b l i n g b l o c k a n d w e w i l l b e 
g l a d t o t a l k t o a n y b o d y o r o r g a n i s a t i o n w i l l ­
i n g t o h e l p u s financially i n o r d e r f o r u s t o 
a c h i e v e o u r g o a l ^ . 

I t g o e s w i t h o u t s a y i n g t h a t G w e b i h a s n o t 
o n l y g r o o m e d n e w a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t s b u t h a s 
a l s o m a d e l i n k s b e t w e e n t h e w o u l d - b e f a r m ­
e r s a n d t h e p r a c t i s i n g f a r m e r s f o r c l o s e r c o ­
o p e r a t i o n a n d e x c h a n g e o f i d e a s . H o p e f u l ­
l y t h e h i g h s t a n d a r d s s e t b y t h o s e w h o m a d e 
a n d s t i l l m a k e w h a t G w e b i i s t o d a y w i l l b e 
m a i n t a i n e d b y t h e ftiture g e n e r a t i o n s . • 

O w c b l s t a f f a n d s t u d a n u p l a n t i n g t r a a s t o a a t a b U s l i t h a S a m o r a M a c h a l p l a n t a t i o n 
o n t h e d a y t h a l a t a P r a s l d a n t w a s b u r l a d 
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G w e b i A g r i c u l t u r a l C o l l e g e 
By B . M a p h o s a ( P r i n c i p a l ) 

G w e b i i s o n e o f t h e o n l y t w o a g r i c u l ­
t u r a l co l l eges i n Z i m b a b w e w h i c h 
o f f e r t he N a t i o n a l D i p l o m a i n 

A g r i c u l t u r e . T h i s i s a g e n e r a l c o u r s e w h i c h 
inc ludes C r o p H u s b a n d r y , A n i m a l H u s b a n ­
d r y , A g r i c u l t u r a l E n g i n e e r i n g a n d F a r m 
M a n a g e m e n t . 

Brief History 
A l t h o u g h G w e b i A g r i c u l t u r a l C o l l e g e w a s 
s ta r t ed as e a r l y as 1 9 5 0 , i t i s n o t k n o w n t o 
m a n y b l a c k s because i t w a s a c o l l e g e f o r 
w h i t e s o n l y right u p t o N a t i o n a l I n d e p e n ­
dence i n 1 9 8 0 . H e f i r s t e i g h t b l a c k s tudents 
w e r e e n r o l l e d i n S e p t e m b e r 1 9 8 0 . T o d a y , 
e i g h t yea r s a f te r independence a n d as w o u l d 
b e expec t ed , t h e c o l l e g e ' s e n r o l m e n t i s 
p r e d o m i n a n t e l y m a d e u p o f b l a c k s tuden t s 
b u t t h e o t h e r races a r e s t i l l v e r y w e l c o m e 
a n d r e p r e s e n t e d . 

Enrolments 
U p t o n o w t h e c o l l e g e h a d p laces f o r a t o t a l 
o f o n l y 8 0 s tudent^ w h i c h m e a n s t h a t w e e n ­
r o l l e d 4 0 s tudents p e r y e a r f o r t h e t w o - y e a r 
d i p l o m a c o u r s e . T h e s e w e r e a l l m a l e s . 
H o w e v e r r eade r s w i l l b e p leased t o k n o w 
tha t as from S e p t e m b e r 1 9 8 9 , o u r e n r o l m e n t 
w i l l i nc rease t o 6 0 s tuden t s p e r y e a r w h i c h 
w i l l g i v e u s a t o t a l o f 1 2 0 s t uden t s . T h i s 
n u m b e r w i l l n o w i n c l u d e f e m a l e s tuden t s . 
T h i s e x p a n s i o n as w e l l as t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n 
o f w o m e n has b e e n m a d e p o s s i b l e b y a 
U S A I D f u n d e d e x p a n s i o n o f t h e h o s t e l a n d 
t e a c h i n g f a c i l i t i e s w h i c h a r e c u r r e n t l y 
u n d e r w a y . 

Entrance Qualifications 
W e r e q u i r e a m i n i m u m o f 5 ' O ' l e v e l c r e d i t 
passes w h i c h mxisX i n c l u d e Sc i ence ( b o t h b i ­
o l o g i c a l a n d i ^ y s i c a l ) . M a t h e m a t i c s a n d E n ­
g l i s h . W i t h t h e v e r y l a r g e n u m b e r s o f q u a l i ­
f i e d candida tes e v e r y y e a r , t h e c o m p e t i t i o n 
e v e n f r o m candidates w i t h ' A ' l e v e l has be­
c o m e v e r y s t i f f . A s a r e s u l t w e t e n d t o e n ­
r o l cand ida tes w i t h b e t t e r sub jec t g rades 
such as A a n d B . I n a d d i t i o n , a n d a f te r selec­
t i o n , e a c h cand ida t e has t o spend o n e y e a r 
o n a n a p p r o v e d f a r m b e f o r e h e / s h e e n t e r s 
c o l l e g e . 

The Course Content 
There are f o u r m a j o r subjec t areas n a m e l y :-
1 . F i e l d H u s b a n d a r y w h i c h i n c l u d e s s o i l 

s c i ence , b o t a n y a n d t h e h u s b a n d r y o f 
v a r i o u s c rops s u c h as m a i z e , s o y a be­
a n s , t o b a c c o , c o t t o n , g r o i m d n u t s , s o r -
g l i u m , field beans, f r u i t a n d vegetab les . 

2 . A n i m a l H u s b a n d r y i n c l u d e s Z o o l o g y , 
A n a t o m y a n d P h y s i o l o g y , b e e f a n d 
d a i r y c a t t l e , p i g s , sheep, goa t s , r a b b i t s 
a n d p o u l t r y . 

S t u d M t t s d a h o m l n g • c a l f d u r i n g a n a n i m a l h u a b i I r y p r a c t i c a l 

3 . A g r i c u l t u r a l E n g i n e e r i n g inc ludes basic 
p h y s i c s , t r a c t o r p o w e r , f a r m 
m a c h i n e r y , s u r v e y i n g , i r r i g a t i o n a n d 
b u i l d i n g . 

4 . F a r m M a n a g e m e n t c o v e r s F a r m 
r e c o r d s . A c c o u n t s , M a r k e t i n g , s o i l 
c o n s e r v a t i o n a n d L a n d U s e P l a n n i n g . 

T h e C o u r s e m i x e s b o t h t h e o r y a n d p r a c ­
t i c e i n e q u a l p r o p o r t i o n s . O u r a i m i s t o 
p r o d u c e a m a n o r w o m a n w h o u n d e r s t a n d s 
w h y a n d h o w t h i n g s h a f ^ n a n d w h o i s a b l e 
t o d o v a r i o u s f a r m p r a c t i c a l s k i l l s w i t h 
h i s / h e r o w n h a n d s . 

Opportunities for Employment 
T h e n a t i o n a l D i p l o m a i n A g r i c u l t u e c o u r s e 
i s f a i r l y b r o a d a n d a l l e n c o m p a s s i n g i n o r d ­
e r t o c a t e r f o r a w i d e s p e c t r u m o f j o b o p ­
p o r t u n i t i e s . I t m u s t be e m p h a s i s e d h o w e v e r , 
t ha t g i v e n t h e present e c o n o m i c c l i m a t e , j o b s 
a r e n o t g u a r a n t e e d . E x a m p l e s o f p o s s i b l e 
w o r k a reas a r e g i v e n b e l o w :-

1 . Extension Service 
A g r i t e x i s a m a j o r e m p l o y e r o f d i p l o ­
m a h o l d e r s w h o w o r k i n t h e p r o v i n c e s 
a n d d i s t r i c t s t o a d v i s e f a r m e r s o n c o r ­
r ec t f a n n i n g p r a c t i c e s . 

2 . Research 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t o f R e s e a r c h a n d 
S p e c i a l i s t S e r v i c e s e m p l o y s o u r d i p l o ­
m a t s as r e s e a r c h t e c h n i c i a n s . 

3 . Agri-business representatives 
T h e s e w o r k f o r c o m p a n i e s w h i c h 
p r o d u c e a g r i c u l t u r a l i n p u t s s u c h as f e r ­
t i l i z e r s , c r o p c h e m i c a l s , v e t e r i n a r y 
m e d i c i n e s a n d f a r m m a c h i n e r y . 

4 . Commercial farming 
M a n y d i p l o m a h o l d e r s w o r k o n t h e 
f a r m s as ass i s tan t m a n a g e r s , m a n a g e r s 
a n d l a t e r o n as o w n e r s o f f a r m s . . 

5 . Project OfHcer 
T h e s e a r e e m p l o y e e s o f a n u m b e r o f 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s i n v o l v e d i n r u r a l d ^ 
v e l o p m e n t p ro jec t s i n t h e p r o v i n c e s a n d 
d i s t r i c t s . 

A l t h o u g h G w e b i A g r i c u l t u r a l C o l l e g e ca­
t e r e d f o r a s m a l l s e c t i o n o f t h e w h i t e c o m ­
m u n i t y f o r o v e r 3 0 y e a r s u p t o 1 9 8 0 , t o d a y 
t h e c o l l e g e has d i v e r s i f i e d b o t h i t s c u r r i c u ­
l u m a n d c l i e n t e l e t o i n c l u d e t h e m a j o r i l y o f 
p e o p l e a n d f a r m i n g s y s t e m s i n Z i m b a b w e . 
W e r e c o g n i s e t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f b o t h s m a l l -
sca le f a r m i n g as w e l l as l a r g e sca le f a r m ­
i n g t o p r o d u c e a s u r p l u s t o feed o u r e x p a n d ­
i n g , u rban p o p u l a t i o n s , a n d t o e a r n t h e c o u n ­
t r y v a l u a b l e f o r e i g n c u r r e n c y . • 
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I 

FOCUS ON 
Mashonaland Central 

A F C I n B i n d u r a — 
P r o s p e c t s a n d P r o b l e m s 

The Agricultural Finance Corporation ( A F C ) is making tremendous 
efforts to alleviate the problems of the commlinal and resettlement 
farmers in Mashonaland Central Province by giving loans which can 
be repaid after selling their produce to the Grain Marketing Board and 
Cotton Marketing Board. 

R e c e n t l y Zimbabwe News h a d a n i n ­
t e r v i e w w i t h C o m r a d e J o s e p h 
N g w e n y a , t h e P r o v i n c i a l M a n a g e r 

o f t h e A g r i c u l t u r e F i n a n c e C o r p o r a t i o n i n 
B i n d u r a o n t h e s u c c e s s e s a n d p r o b l e m s t h e y 
a r e f a c i n g . 

QUESTION: What is the role of the Agricul­
tural Finance Corporation in the Province? 
ANSWER ; O u r r o l e a s a p a r a s t a t a l u n d e r t h e 
M i n i s t r y o f L a n d s , A g r i c u l t u r e a n d R u r a l 
R e s e t t l e m e n t i s t o a s s i s t a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c ­
t i o n b y m a k i n g l o a n s a v a i l a b l e f o r a w i d e 
r a n g e o f a c t i v i t i e s . W e d o s o b y a d v a n c i n g 
l o a n s t o a l l t h e f a r m i n g s e c t o r s . T h e d i v i ­
s i o n w h i c h d e a l s w i t h l o a n s f o r c o m m u n a l 
f a r m e r s i s k n o w n a s t h e S m a l l F a r m C e d i t 
S c h e m e ( S F C S ) . T h e s c h e m e h a s t r a i n e d 
s t a f f t o p r o v i d e s m a l l s c a l e f a r m e r s w i t h 
s e r v i c e s s u i t e d t o t h e i r s p e c i a l n e e d s . 

QUESTION: What type of loans do you give 
to the communal and commercial farmers? 

ANSWER: T h e A F C w i l l c o n s i d e r a p p l i c a ­
t i o n s f r o m f a n n e r s r e g i s t e r e d a s p r o d u c e r s 
w i t h e i t h e r t h e G r a i n M a r k e t i n g B o a r d , t h e 
C o t t o n M a r k e t i n g B o a r d o r w i t h a t o b a c c o 
a u c t i o n f l o o r . B e c a u s e t h e r e i s n o s e c u r i t y 
n e e d e d f o r s m a l l f a r m o p e r a t i o n s , A F C r e ­
q u i r e s a p p l i c a n t s t o h a v e g o o d f a n n i n g e x ­
p e r i e n c e , n e c e s s a r y i m p l e m e n t s a n d s h o u l d 
o c c u p y a p i e c e o f l a n d c a p a b l e o f p r o d u c ­
i n g c r o p s . 

M a n y c o m m u n a l f a r m e r s c a n m e e t t h e s e 
r e q u i r e m e n t s a n d a r e t h e r e f o r e , a b l e t o a p ­
p l y f o r e i t h e r s h o r t - t e r m o r l o n g - t e r m l o a n s . 

S h o n - t e r m l o a n s a r e m o s t l y f o r c r o p • 
p r o d u c t i o n e x p e n s e s , a n d c o v e r t h e c o s t o f 
s e e d , f e r t i l i s e r s , c r o p c h e m i c a l s , c r o p s p r a y ­
i n g e q u i p m e n t , c r o p p a c k a g i n g a n d s o f o r t h . 

S u c h l o a n s m u s t b e r e p a i d b y D e c e m b e r 
3 1 e a c h y e a r a n d b e a r i n t e r e s t w h i c h v a r i e s 
f r o m t i m e t o t i m e . B o r r o w e r s m u s t p r o v i d e 
t h e A F C w i t h a first p r i o r i t y s t o p o r d e r 
a g a i n s t t h e i r c r o p p r o c e e d s . O t h e r m e t h o d s 
o f r e p a y m e n t m a y b e n e g o t i a t e d u n d e r s p e ­
c i a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s . 

M e d i u m - t e n j i l o a n s a r e a v a i l a b l e f o r t h e 

T o b a c c o — a s p a c l a l i s o d c r o p r o q u l r i n f l g o o d m a n a g o m a n t 

p u r c h a s e o f f a r m m a c h i n e r y a n d e q u i p m e n t , 
f e n c i n g m a t e r i a l s a n d t o i m p r o v e w a t e r s u p ­
p l i e s . T h e s e l o a n s a r e p a i d y e a r i y b y i n s t a l ­
m e n t s o v e r a t w o - t o - f i v e y e a r p e r i o d a n d 
b e a r i n t e r e s t a p p l i c a b l e f r o m t i m e t o t i m e . 
L o a n r e p a y m e n t s a r e u s u a l l y m a d e b y s t o p 
o r d e r . ' 

W e a l s o h a v e l o n g - t e r m l o a n s f o r t h e p u r ­
c h a s e o f l a n d a n d f o r i t s d e v e l o p m e n t . 

O n b e h a l f o f t h e G o v e r n m e n t , w e a d ­
m i n i s t e r t h e N a t i o n a l F a r m I r r i g a t i o n F u n d 
( N F I F ) . T h i s i s f o r t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f i r r i ­
g a t i o n i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . 

O u r l o a n s a t t r a c t 1 3 p e r c e n t i n t e r e s t b u t 
t h e N a t i o n a l F a r m I r r i g a t i o n F u n d c h a r g e s 
i n t e r e s t o f 8 . 7 5 p e r c e n t . 

Q U E S T I O N ; Do you have loans to give 
peasants who want to grow tobacco? . 
ANSWER: Y e s . T o b a c c o i s a s p e c i a l i s e d 
c r o p w h i c h r e q u i r e s g o o d m a n a g e m e n t a n d 
w e t h e r e f o r e u r g e t h e p e a s a n t f a n n e r s t o 
l i a i s e c l o s e l y w i t h A g r i t e x o f f i c i a l s . 

Z I M B A B W E N E W S O C T O B E R , 1 9 8 8 

Q U E S T I O N : There is this talk that some 
communal farmers are no longer selling 
their crops direct to the Grain Marketing 
Board or Cotton Marketing Board for fear 
of repaying their loans. Is this sort of atti­
tude rampant in the Province? 

A N S W E R : I t i s a w o r r y i n g p r o b l e m t h a t 
f a r m e r s a r e h a v i n g t o s i d e - m a r k e t i n o r d e r 
t o a v o i d r e p a y i n g l o a n s . W e t h i n k t h i s 
t h r e a t e n s t h e v i a b i l i t y o f t h e C o r p o r a t i o n . 
S h o u l d t h i s t r e n d c o n t i n u e u n a b a t e d , t h e s p e ­
c i a l s c h e m e u n d e r w h i c h w e l o a n t o t h e 
p e a s a n t s i s b o u n d t o c o l l a p s e a n d t h e r e s u l t s 
w o u l d b e t h a t t h e y w i l l b e b a c k t o t h e s i t u a ­
t i o n w h e r e t h e i r p r o d u c t i o n w i l l b e i n s i g n i f i ­
c a n t . T h i s h a s p o l i t i c a l , s o c i a l a n d e c o n o m i c 
i m p l i c a t i o n s i n t h a t t h e r e w i l l b e n o f a r m i n ­
c o m e t o c o m m u n a l l a n d s a n d r e s e t t l e m e n t 
a r e a s . T h i s w i l l f o r c e p e o p l e t o flock i n t o 
t h e t o w n s a n d c i t i e s i n s e a r c h o f w o r k . 

W e c a n , a s a n i n s t i t u t i o n , o n l y p e r s u a d e 
f a r m e r s t o p a y t h e i r d u e s a s t h e r e i s n o t a n ­
g i b l e o r c o l l a t e r a l s e c u r i t y . A t t h i s m o m e n t , 
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w e a r e c o n s i d e r i n g s u i n g s o m e d e f a u l t e r s . 
T h e l o n g - t e r m s o l u t i o n l i e s i n a m o t i v a t e d 
a n d r e s p o n s i b l e p e a s a n t r y w h o a p p r e c i a t e 
t h e consequences o f h o n o u r i n g t h e i r d u e . 
T h i s c o u l d be a c h i e v e d , m a y b e , b y a c o m ­
b i n e d e f f o r t o f G o v e r n m e n t o r g a n s i n v o l v e d 
i n r u r a l d e v e l o p m e n t : c o u n c i l l o r s , m e m b e r s 
o f p a r l i a m e n t a n d c o m m u n i t y l e ade r s — 
c o n d e m n i n g t h e p rac t i ce o f s i d e - m a r k e t i n g . 

T h e c o r p o r a t i o n e n c o u r a g e s s m a l l - s c a l e 
f a r m e r s w h o need l o a n s t o f o r m t h e m s e l v e s 
i n t o g r o u p s o f b e t w e e n 2 0 - 3 0 m e m b e r s . 
E a c h g r o u p s h o u l d se lec t a c o m m i t t e e a n d 
choose a n a m e t o i d e n t i f y i t s e l f . T h e c o m ­
m i t t e e w i l l h a v e a s p e c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f 
d i r e c t i n g t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e l o a n g r o u p a n d 
i f necessa ry , m a k e d e c i s i o n s o n i t s b e h a l f . 
T h e g r o u p i s e x p e c t e d t o a t t e n d m e e t i n g s 
w h e r e m e m b e r s w i l l s u b m i t t h e i r l o a n ap­
p l i c a t i o n s . C o m m u n a l f a r m e r s w h o d o n o t 
j o i n a g r o u p m a y find d i f f i c u l t i e s i n h a v i n g 
a n a p p l i c a t i o n f o r l o a n s accepted . 

T h e c o m m i t t e e i s e x p e c t e d t o e n s u r e t ha t 
a l l g r o u p m e m b e r s use t h e i r l o a n s c o r r e c t ­
l y a n d t o r e p o r t t o t h e A F C s t a f f o n t h e l e v ­
e l o f c r o p p r o d u c t i o n a c h i e v e d b y each 
g r o u p . G r o u p m e m b e r s w i l l m a r k e t t h e i r 
p r o d u c e i n d i v i d u a l l y a n d t h e c o n m i i t t e e 
shou ld ensure that e v e r y o n e w i t h i n t he g r o u p 
m a r k e t s c o r r e c t l y i n o r d e r t o p a y l o a n 
accoun t s . 

I t is p l a n n e d tha t as t h e g r o u p s b e c o m e 
be t te r o r g a n i s e d , t h e c o m m i t t e e w i l l e v e n ­
t u a l l y be ab le t o s u b m i t o n e a p p l i c a t i o n t o 

FOCUS ON 
M a s h o n a l a n d C e n t r a l 

I n a n i n t e r v i e w w i t h Zimbabwe News, 
the D i s t r i c t A d m i n i s t r a t o r f o r B i n d u r a , 
C o m r a d e D C . M u n y o r o , s a i d t h a t h i s 

d i s t r i c t w a s a g r i c u l t u r a l l y e x p a n d i n g w e l l 
despite a f e w p r o b l e m s w h i c h , w i t h t he c o n ­
ce r t ed e f f o r t s o f t h e P o v o , w o u l d be i r o n e d 
o u t soion. 

T h e c a l l b y G o v e n u n e n t t o decrease m a i z e 
p r o d u c t i o n i n f a v o u r o f o i l seeds w a s 
r e c e i v e d w i t h m i x e d f e e l i n g s i n t h e d i s t r i c t . 
S i n c e m a i z e j s t h e s tap le c r o p i n t h i s c o u n ­
t r y , t h e r e i s s t i l l g r e a t e r e m p h a s i s o n g r o w ­
i n g i t . H o w e v e r , t h e r e a r e i n d i c a t i o n s t ha t 
t h e message t o inc rease o i l seed p r o d u c t i o n 
i s g e t t i n g o n t o the p e o p l e as s h o w n b y t h e 
inc reased p r o d u c t i o n o f g r o u n d n u t s a n d 
s u n f l o w e r s . 

T h e r e i s a b u m p e r h a r v e s t i n t h e d i s t r i c t 
t h i s season . I n a l l t h e p laces t h a t t h e c r e w 
o f Zimbabwe News v i s i t e d , t h e c o m m u n a l 
f a n n e r s w e r e b u s y f e r r y i n g t h e i r c r o p s t o 
t h e G r a i n M a r k e t i n g B o a r d a n d t h e C o t t o n 

2 6 

t h e A F C f o r t h e w h o l e g r o u p . T h e c o m m i t ­
tees w i l l t h e n be r e s p o n s i b l e f o r d i s t r i b u t ­
i n g t h e l o a n t o a l l g r o u p m e m b e r s , k e e p i n g 
a r e c o r d o f w h a t each m e m b e r o w e s a n d be 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r e n s u r i n g t h a t m e m b e r s c o m ­
b i n e t h e i r m a r k e t i n g a c t i v i t i e s t o e n s u r e tha t 
t h e g r o u p l o a n i s p a i d i n f i i U . 
QUESTION: Besides the problem outlined 
above, what other problems do you face in 
executing your work? 
ANSWER: F a r m i n g i s b e c o m i n g m o r e a n d 
m o r e o f a s e r i o u s b u s i n e s s w h e r e t h e i n v e s ­
t o r m u s t c a l c u l a t e t h e v i a b i l i t y o f h i s 
p r o g r a m m e s p r i o r t o e m b a r k i n g o n t h e m . 
W e h a v e a n u m b e r o f f a r m e r s w h o a r e n o t 
m a k i n g p r o f i t s . S o m e o f t h e m d o n o t c o n ­
su l t A g r i t e x o f f i c i a l s f o r t e chn i ca l a d v i c e a n d 
g o b l i n d l y i n t o t h e b u s i n e s s . 

QUESTION: Do you think the objectives of 
the parastatal (AFC) are being achieved in 
the Province? 

ANSWER: C e r t a i n l y , w e a r e succeed ing . B e ­
f o r e independence t h e c o m m u n a l l a n d f a r m ­
e r s a n d s m a l l - s c a l e f a r m e r s used t o p r o d u c e 
v e r y l i t t l e . T h e i r p r o d u c t i o n w a s i n s i g n i f i ­
c a n t . A f t e r t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f t h e c r e d i t f a ­
c i l i t i e s , t h e p e a s a n t r y i s p r o d u c i n g 5 0 p e r 
c e n t o f t h e m a r k e t e d g r a i n s a n d c o t t o n . T h e 
c o m m e r c i a l f a r m i n g s ec to r c o n t i n u e s t o 
d i v e r s i f y i ts a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t i o n w i t h o u r 
a c t i v e a s s i s t ance . 
QUESTION: Do you have officers who work 
directly with the people or are you all based 
in Bindura? 

ANSWER: B i n d u r a i s t h e P r o v i n c i a l H e a d ­
q u a r t e r s . W e h a v e t w o b r a n c h e s i n B i n d u r a 
w h i c h i n t u r n c o n t r o l t h r e e o t h e r o f f i c e s i n 
M v u r w i , G u r u v e a n d M t . D a r w i n . T h e A F C 
e m p l o y s c r e d i t assis tants w h o l i v e a n d w o r k 
i n c o m m u n a l areas t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e f a r m ­
e r s . C r e d i t o f f i c e r s a n d t h e i r ass is tants h a v e 
a s p e c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f a d v i s i n g f a r m e r s 
o n h o w t o ge t l o a n s . 
QUESTION: It is also known that communal 
farmers are not interested in taking the Na­
tional Farm Irrigation Fund. Can you com­
ment on this? 

ANSWER: T h e i r r i g a t i o n s c h e m e f u n d has 
n o t b e e n v e r y p o p u l a r w i t h t he c o m m u n a l 
f a r m e r s n o t because t l i e y d o n ' t l i k e i t b u t 
because o f t h e c o n d i t i o n s a t tached t o i t . T h e 
A F C o n l y p r o v i d e s p ipes used t o i r r i g a t e t h e 
l a n d . A n o t h e r G o v e r n m e n t D e p a r t m e n t o r 
d o n o r a g e n c y has t o p r o v i d e p ipes f r o m t h e 
D a m t o t h e i r r i g a t e d l a n d . T h i s s o r t o f t h i n g 
has caused a l o t c o n f u s i o n a m o n g t h e c o m ­
m u n a l f a n n e r s r e s u l t i n g i n t he i r r i g a t i o n l o a n 
s c h e m e b e i n g o v e r l o o k e d . 

QUESTION: You have recently moved into 
this new office block. How do you find work­
ing in such a ntodem building? 
ANSWER: T h i s i s r e a l l y a b e a u t i f t i l b u i l d i n g . 
W e a r e v e r y g r a t e f u l f o r t h e n e w b u i l d i n g . 
W e c a m e h e r e o n S e p t e m b e r 1 , 1 9 8 8 a n d 
s t a r t ed f i i l l o p e r a t i o n s o n S e p t e m b e r 1 2 , 
1 9 8 8 . W e a r e n o w w i t h i n easy r e a c h o f o u r 
f a r m e r s p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e peasants . W e h o p e 
t h i s w i l l i m p r o v e c o m m u n i c a t i o n . • 

A g r i c u l t u r a l P r o d u c t i o n 
i n B i n d u r a D i s t r i c t 

C a s h s h o r t a g a I n h i b i t s ttia p u r c h a a a o f g r a i n h a g s 
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M a r k e t i n g B o a r d . C r o p s have d o n e w e l l par­
t i c u l a r l y m a i z e , c o t t o n a n d s u n f l o w e r s . 

A l t h o u g h B i n d u r a D i s t r i c t is n o t a t o b a c ­
c o g r o w i n g r e g i o n , a f e w c o m m u n a l f a r m ­
ers h a v e s ta r ted t o g r o w b o t h b u r l e y a n d Vir­
g i n i a t o b a c c o . I t i s e n c o u r a g i n g t o n o t e t h a t 
f e w peasants w h o v e n t u r e d in t h i s l u c r a t i v e 
tobacco bus iness h a v e r e p o r t e d h i g h y i e l d s . 
F r o m t h e l o o k o f t h e t h i n g s , it i s h o p e d t h a t 
m a n y peasan t f a n n e r s w i l l , s t a r t g r o w i n g 
t o b a c c o s o o n . 

Problems of grain bags 
C o m r a d e M u n y o r o e x p l a i n e d t h a t m a n y 
peasant f a r m e r s h a v e b e e n u n a b l e t o g e t 
g r a i n bags f r o m t h e G r a i n M a r k e t i n g B o a r d 
because o f f i c i a l s o f t h a t p a r a s t a t a l a r e 
d e m a n d i n g h a r d cash . T h i s has b e e n caused 
b y c e r t a i n f a r m e r s w h o h a v e n o t p a i d f o r t h e 
g r a i n bags g i v e n o n c r e d i t . 

T o s o l v e t h e p r o b l e m , t h e N a t i o n a l F a r m ­
e r s ' A s s o c i a t i o n o f Z i m b a b w e ( N F A Z ) h a s 
r e s o r t e d t o g i v i n g g r a i n bags t o g r o u p s o f 
f a r m e r s w h o i n t u r n c h o o s e a c h a i r m a n t o 
represen t t h e m . T h e r e a s o n f o r u s i n g g r o u p s 
i s m o s t l y t o e n s u r e a c c o u n t a b i l i t y . T h e 
C h a i r m a n i s a c c o u n t a b l e t o t h e G r a i n M a r ­
k e t i n g B o a r d . H e e n s u r e s t h a t e v e r y m e m ­
b e r w i t h i n t h e g r o u p se l l s p r o d u c t s t h r o u g h 
the G r a i n M a r k e t i n g B o a r d o r C o t t o n M a r ­
k e t i n g B o a r d . 

A n o t h e r a l t e r n a t i v e i s t o o r d e r g r a i n bags 
t h r o u g h t h e Co-op U n i o n w h i c h t h e n d i s t r i b ­
u t e t h e m t o m e m b e r s . T h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e 
peasants a r e i g n o r a n t a b o u t t h e s e r v i c e s 
o f f e r e d b y t h e c o - o p u n i o n s . 

O n t h e p r o b l e m o f t r a n s p o r t , t h e d i s t r i c t 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r sa id t h a t t h e y w e r e t i y i n g t h e i r 
be s t t o ease t h e s h o r t a g e o f t r a n s p o r t i n t h e 
D i s t r i c t . " W e h a v e m a d e a v a i l a b l e t o t h e 
f a r m e r s a l l t h e G o v e r n m e n t v e h i c l e s t ha t a r e 
w i t h i n o u r r each . E v e n t h e n , w e a r e n o t cop­
i n g u p . A t t h i s s tage i t is d i f f i c u l t t o t e l l 
w h e t h e r b y t h e e n d o f t h e season e v e r y c r o p 
w o u l d h a v e g o n e t o t h e G r a i n M a r k e t i n g 
B o a r d o r C o t t o n M a r k e t i n g B o a r d " h e sa id . 

H e added t h a t t h e y h a d i n s t r u c t e d t h e c o l ­
l e c t i o n p o i n t s a n d t h e G r a i n M a r k e t i n g 
B o a r d t o o p e r a t e o v e r t h e w e e k e n d i n a n e f ­
f o r t t o bea t t h e o n c o m i n g e a r l y O c t o b e r 
r a i n s . 

I t w a s a l s o d i s c l o s e d t h a t i n d i s c u s s i o n 
w i t h o f f i c i a l s fiwm t h e A g r i c u l t u r a l F i n a n c e 
C o r p o r a t i o n ( A F C ) i t s u r f a c e d t h a t m o s t o f 
t h e peasan ts w e r e n o t r e p a y i n g t h e i r l o a n s . 
T h e l o n g - t e r m s o l u t i o n t o t h i s p r o b l e m is f o r 
t h e A F C o f f i c i a l s t o l i a i s e c l o s e l y w i t h A g r i -
t e x o f f i c i a l s w h o k n o w b e t t e r t h e a g r i c u l ­
t u r a l p r o b l e m s faced b y t h e i J e o p l e i n t h e d i s ­
t r i c t . D e v e l o p m e n t a l s t r u c t u r e s u c h as t h e 
V I D C O s a n d W A R D C O s s h o u l d p l a y a 

m a j o r r o l e i n e d u c a t i n g t h e p e o p l e o n t h e 
i m p o r t a n c e o f r e p a y i n g t h e l o a n s . 

W h i l e t h e $ 1 9 5 p e r t o n n e o f m a i z e w a s 
w e l l c o m e b y t h e p o v o , t h e g e n e r a l f e e l i n g 
a m o n g t h e f a r m e r s w a s t h a t i t s h o u l d h a v e 
been r a i s e d t o m a t c h t h e increases i n i n p u t s . 

Other problems 
T h e r e a r e a n u m b e r o f p r o b l e m s b e i n g c u r ­
r e n t l y f aced b y t h e f a r m e r s i n t h e d i s t r i c t . 
O n e o f t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s i s t h e d e l a y s t i l l be­
i n g e x p e r i e n c e d i n r e c e i v i n g cheques f r o m 
t h e G r a i n M a r k e t i n g B o a r d a i ^ C o t t o n M a r ­
k e t i n g B o a r d . S e c o n d l y , t h e r e i s t h e p r o b l e m 
o f t i l l a g e w h e r e f a r m e r s w o u l d p r e f e r t o use 
t r a c t o r s . A l t h o u g h t h e M i n i s t r y o f L o c a l 
G o v e r n m e n t , R u r a l a n d U r b a n D e v e l o p m e n t 
p r o v i d e d t r a c t o r s ; t h e r e i s ? l o t o f b r e a k ­
d o w n s r e s u l t i n g i n t h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e t r a c ­
t o r s b e i n g g r o u n d e d . 

B o t h t h e c o m m u n a l # i d c o m m e r c i a l f a r m ­
e r s h a v e n o t h e e d e d t h e G o v e r n m e n t ' s c a l l 
f o r c l o se r c o - o p e r a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e n & e l v e s . 
H o w e v e r , o n e o r t w o c o m m e r c i a l f a r m e r s 
h a v e g o n e a l o n g w a y t o e s t a b l i s h b i l a t e r a l 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h n e i g h b o u r i n g c o n m i u n a l 
f a r m e r s . I n o n e i n c i d e n t , a c o m m e r c i a l 
f a r m e r d o n a t e d a b u l l t o a v i l l a g e f o r t h e p u r ­
p o s e o f c r o s s - b r e e d i n g . • 

FOCUS ON 
Mashonaland Central 

C h l p a d z e — A M o d e l o f 
a S u c c e s s f u l C r e c h e 

C h l M r a n M n g a x p o s M i t o pr»«ehool M i r l e h i i i g c x p M l M i c M 

A t a g l a n c e i t i s t h e p e r f e c t p r e > s c h o o l 
p l a y c e n t r e f o r t h e l i t t l e a n g e l s . B u i l t 

o v e r a 1,6 hectares s t r e t ch o f l a n d , C h ^ n d z e 

P l a y c e n t r e i n B i n d u r a i s a spac ious a n d a i r y 
b u i l d i n g f i i m i d t e d t o m a t c h a n y m o d e m p i e -
s c h o o l i n Z i m b a b w e . I t i s b i g e n o u g h t o l o o k 

a f t e r 1 0 0 y o u n g c h i l d r e n b u t has a t t h e m o ­
m e n t o n l y 8 0 . 

T h e c h i l d r e n at t h e C e n t r e , w h o r a n g e 
f r o m t h r e e t o s i x - y e a r - o l d s , a r e b e i n g e x ­
posed t o e n r i c h i n g a n d r e w a r d i n g e x ­
p e r i e n c e s w h i c h f o r m q u i t e a n e x c e l l e n t 
f o u n d a t i o n f o r f o r m a l s c h o o l . P r e - s c h o o l 
e d u c a t i o n f o r m s t h e f o u n d a t i o n o f t h e p h y s ­
i c a l a n d m e n t a l d e v e l o p m e n t o f a c h i l d a n d 
s u c h d e v e l o p m e n t a l a c t i v i t i e s h a v e t o be 
w e l l - o r g a n i s e d a n d c o - o r d i n a t e d . 

C o m r a d e R o b e r t K a m b e w u , t h e s u b u r b 
m a n a g e r f o r C h i p a d z e H i g h - d e n s i t y s u b u r b 
e x p l a i n e d t h a t t h e i d e a o f h a v i n g a c r eche 
w a s as t h e r e s u l t o f t h e G o v e r n m e n t ' s c a l l 
t o i m p r o v e t h e l i v e s o f c h i l d r e n — t h e l e a d ­
e r s o f t o m o r r o w . 

" I n a n e f f o r t t o k e e p h u n d r e d s o f y o u n g 
c h i l d r e n o f f t h e s t r ee t s a n d i n t r o d u c e t h e m 
t o w h a t i s a l m o s t a r i g h t t o t h e i r c o u n t e r ­
p a r t s i n t h e l o w - d e n s i t y s u b u r b s , w e h a d t o 
e m b a r k o n t h i s a m b i t i o u s p r o g r a m m e . T h e 
p r o g r a m m e i s n o w b e g i n n i n g t o p a y d i v i ­
d e n d s " , h e s a i d . 

Staff 
T h e p l a y c e n t r e has a s t a f f o f s i x . T h r e e o f 
t h e s t a f f a r e t e a c h e r s , t w o c o o k s a n d o n e 
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g r o u n d s m a n . T h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e s t a f f has 
been t r a i n e d i n r u n n i n g p r e - s c h o o l s . C o m ­
rade A . M a m b i n g e , w h o i s t h e w e l f a r e 
o f f i c e r o f C h i p a d i e H i g h - d e n s i t y s u b u r b said 
t ha t C o m r a d e D o r o t h y C h i t u m b a , S u p e r v i ­
so r o f t h e c r eche , d i d a n a d v a n c e d c o u r s e 
i n t he r u n n i n g o f p r e - s c h o o l s at t h e E a r l y 
L e a r n i n g C e n t r e i n C h i t u n g w i z a n e a r H a ­
r a r e . S h e c a n t r a i n o t h e r s . T h e c o u n c i l a l ­
l o w s t h e s t a f f t o g o f o r r e f r e s h e r c o u r s e s . 

T h e fee f o r each c h i l d has b e e n r a i s e d 
f r o m $ 6 0 t o $ 1 0 5 pe r t e r m because o f t he 
r i s i n g cos t o f l i v i n g . 

A c t i v i t i e s 
T h e a c t i v i t i e s a re v a r i e d : T h e y a r e m a i n l y 
academic a n d t h e u n i q u e p r e - s c h o o l c o u r s e 
is des igned f o r the d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e c h i l d . 

" W e a i m t o d e v e l o p t h e c h i l d s o c i a l l y , 
e m o t i o n a l l y a n d a c a d e m i c a l l y so tha t he /she 
w i l l be a u s e f u l c i t i z e n t o m o r r o w , " sa id 
C o m r a d e R o b e r t K a m b e w u . 

F o r i n t e l l ec tua l d e v e l o p m e n t , teachers and 
c h i l d r e n m a k e b o o k s a n d o t h e r t h i n g s tha t 
s t i m u l a t e t h e c h i l d r e n ' s m i n d s . P l a y e q u i p ­
m e n t such as j i g s a w puzz les des igned t o h e l p 
t h e c h i l d r e n ' s sense o f i m a g i n a t i o n a t e 
p r o v i d e d . F o r soc i a l d e v e l o p m e n t , t h e c h i l ­
d r e n d o g r o u p w o r k l i k e g r o w i n g c r o p s i n 

. ga rdens o r m a k i n g d r a w i n g s . 

T h e c h i l d r e n h a v e a w e l l b a l a n c e d d i e t . 
T h e s u p e r v i s o r . C o m r a d e D o r o t h y C h i t u m ­
b a e x p l a i n e d t h a t a t t h e 1 0 o ' c l o c k b r e a k , 
f r o m M o n d a y t o F r i d a y , t h e c h i l d r e n a r e 
g i v e n 2 0 0 n i i l l i l i t r e s o f m i l k a n d a s l i c e o f 
b u t t e r e d b r e a d . T h e i r l u n c h i s as f o l l o w s : 
o n M o n d a y t h e y h a v e sadza , m e a t a n d 
vege tab l e s ; T u e s d a y — sadza a n d beans ; 
W e d n e s d a y — sadza , n y a m a a n d p o t a t o e s ; 
T h u r s d a y — r i c e a n d c h i c k e n a n d F r i d a y 
sadza, p o t a t o e s a n d m e a t . A t 3 . 0 0 p . m . 

ChHdran — useful citlmw of tomorrow 

b r e a k t h e y a r e p r o v i d e d w i t h o n e e g g a n d 
m a z o e o r m a h e w u . 

A c h i e v e m e n t s 
A s a r e s u l t o f t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f t h e 
c r e c h e , p r e - s c h o o l c h i l d r e n a r e n o l o n g e r 
seen l o i t e r i n g i n t he s t ree t s . C o m r a d e K a m ­
b e w u e x p l a i n e d f u r t h e r t ha t t h e y h a d l e s ­
sened t h e b u r d e n o n m o t h e r s w h o used t o 
e m p l o y c h i l d - m i n d e r s t o k e e p t h e c h i l d r e n . 
I n a d d i t i o n , t he c h i l d r e n a r e t a u g h t t h e 
h i g h e s t s t a n d a r d o f d i s c i p l i n e . F o l l o w - u p 
r e s e a r c h o n t h e p e r f o r m a n c e o f t h e c e n t r e ' s 
p r o d u c t s s h o w t h a t t h e c h i l d r e n a r e ahead 
o f o t h e r s o f t h e s a m e age a t f o r m a l s c h o o l 
a n d u s u a l l y a r e at t h e t o p o f t h e c l a s s . 

P r o b l e m s 
A t p r e sen t t h e y a r e f a c i n g s o m e financial 

p r o b l e m s . C o m m e n t i n g o n t h i s financial 
p r o b l e m C o m r a d e R o b e r t K a m b e w u s a i d ; 
" W e w o u l d h a v e w i s h e d t o r u n t h i s i n s t i t u ­
t i o n t o t h e h i g h e s t s t a n d a r d , bu t because o f 
financial c o n s t r a i n t s w e c a n n o t d o t h e e n ­
v i s a g e d p r o j e c t s " . 

A n o t h e r p r o b l e m t h e y face i s o f s o m e 
m e m b e r s o f t h e c o m m u n i t y w h o d o n o t u n ­
d e r s t a n d o r a p p r e c i a t e t he r o l e o f c r eches 
i n a c o m m u n i t y . S o m e pa ren t s d o n o t e v e n 
a t t e n d m e e t i n g s at t h e c reche . 

S o m e c h i l d r e n d o n ' t c o m e t o t h e c e n t r e 
because t h e p a r e n t s c a n ' t a f f o r d t h e fees . 
T h e r e i s n o t h i n g tha t t h e C o u n c i l c a n d o f o r 
t h e p a r e n t s w h o d o n o t h a v e m o n e y t o s end 
t h e i r c h i l d r e n t o t h e creche . ' • 
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Communal farmers in Makonde 
bracing for a rewarding venture 

T h e c a l l t o i n c r e a s e o i l seed p r o d u c - ^ 
t i o n has b e e n w e l c o m e d b y t h e 
m a j o r i t y o f t h e p e o p l e i n t h e 
M a k o n d e 

D i s t r i c t . T h e D i s t r i c t A d m i n i s t r a t o r f o r 
M a k o n d e , C o m r a d e L . C . S e k e r a m a y i , sa id 
t ha t a l t h o u g h t h e c a l l has been w e l l r e c e i v e d , 
t h e r e w e r e ' c e r t a i n i n h i b i t i n g f a c t o r s . H e c i t ­
e d f o r e x a m p l e d r y a reas w h i c h w e r e n o t 
su i t ab l e f o r c e r t a i n types o f c r o p s . A l t h o u g h 
c o t t o a i s a p r o m i n e n t c r o p i n t h e a r e a , i t 
needs a l o t o f i n p u t s w h i c h t h e c o m m u n a l 
f a r m e r s c a n n o t e a s i l y g e t . 

T h e D i s t r i c t as a w h o l e h a d a b u m p e r h a r ­
v e s t e x c e p t i n t h e M a k o n d e a n d M u p f u r e 
a reas w h i c h e x p e r i e n c e d e r r a t i c r a i n f a l l s . 

C o m r a d e S e k e r a m a i s a i d t h a t a l t h o u g h 

t r a n s p o r t p r o b l e m s w e r e b e i n g e x p e r i e n c e d 
i n t h e d i s t r i c t , t h e c o m m u n a l f a r m e r s w e r e 
a l s o p a r t l y t o b l a m e . 

" E v e n t h e f e w l o r r i e s t h a t a r e a v a i l a b l e , 
t h e y a r e n o t b e i n g u s e d as t h e y s h o u l d be­
cause t h e f a r m e r s a r e n o t c o l l e c t i v e l y o r ­
g a n i z e d . O n o n e o c c a s i o n , a c o m m u n a l 
f a r m e r c a l l e d a t e n - t o i m e l o r r y w h e n h e h a d 
o n l y 15 b a g s . W e t h e r e f o r e u r g e f a r m e r s t o 
b e o r g a n i s e d t h r o u g h t h e i r c o u n c i l l o r s " , h e 
s a i d . 

A t p r e s e n t t h e r e i s a s e v e r e s h o r t a g e o f 
t y r e s i n t h e d i s t r i c t r e s u l t i n g i n a n i m i b e r o f 
l o r r i e s o u t o f t h e r o a d . I n a d d i t i o n spa re 
par t s f o r t h e l o r r i e s c a n n o t b e f o u n d . I n e a r l y 
A u g u s t t h e r e w a s t h e p r o b l e m o f q u e i n g a t 
t h e G r a i n M a r k e t i n g B o a r d . A l o r r y c o u l d 
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spend t h r e e h o u r s i n t h e q u e u e . H o w e v e r , 
t h i s p r o b l e m has s ince b e e n s o l v e d . 

L i k e i n a l l d i s t r i c t s , t h e r e a r e a n u m b e r 
o f c o m m u n a l f a r m e r s w h o a r e d e f a u l t i n g i n 
p a y i n g A g r i c u l t u r a l F i n a n c e C o r p o r a t i o n 
l o a n s . T h e P r o v i n c i a l G o v e r n o r f o r 
M a s h o n a l a n d W e s t , P r o v i n c e , C o m r a d e 
M u d h o m e n i C h i v e n d e has b e e n n o t i f i e d o f 
t h i s p r o b l e m a n d d r a s t i c m e a s u r e s a r e t o be 
t a k e n aga in s t d e f a u l t e r s . I n f u t u r e s u c h 
d e f a u l t e r s a r e n o t g o i n g t o get s o m e l o a n s . 
A g r i t e x o f f i c e r s s h o u l d a l s o be e x t e n s i v e l y 
used i n o r d e r t o e n d t h i s m e n a c e . 

Other difflculties 
C o m m u n a l f a r m e r s i n M a k o n d e D i s t r i c t 
h a v e m a n y p r o b l e m s w h i c h need u r g e n t a t ­

t e n t i o n . T o p p i n g t h e l i s t i s t h e p r o b l e m o f 
d r a u g h t p o w e r . T h e r e a r e v e r y f e w t r a c t o r s 
f o r p l o u g h i n g . 

F a r m e r s i n M a k o n d e a n d M u p f u r e a reas 
w a l k l o n g d i s t ances t o t h e nea r e s t b u s s t o p . 
R o a d s a r e a l s o i n a p o o r state p a r t i c u l a r l y 
i n t h e r a i n y season . A l t h o u g h b a n k i n g f a - . 
c i l i t i e s a r e a v a i l a b l e a t M u r o m b e d z i G r o w t h 
P o i n t , i t i s t h e w i s h o f m a n y f a r m e r s t h a t 
s u c h f ac i l i t i e s s h o u l d be f o u n d i n o t h e r t h r i v ­
i n g bus iness c e n t r e s . 

T h e r e i s a l s o p r e s s u r e o n l a n d p a r t i c u l a r ­
l y i n Z v i m b a a n d C h i r a u areas . R e s e t t l e m e n t 
e f f o r t s s h o u l d t h e r e f o r e b e e n c o u r a g e d i n t he 
t w o a reas . M a k o n d e a n d M u p f u r e l o c a l i t i e s 
a r e f o u n d i n r e g i o n 4 a n d 5 w h i c h m e a n s 

t h a t t h e r e a r e l o w r a i n f a l l a reas . I r r i g a t i o n 
p r o j e c t s h a v e t o be i n t r o d u c e d s o t h a t f a r m ­
e r s d o n o t s u f f e r f r o m s e v e r e d r o u g h t s . 

A l t h o u g h f a r m e r s h a v e been u r g e d t o j o i n 
t h e N a t i o n a l F a r m e r s ' A s s o c i a t i o n o f Z i m ­
b a b w e ( N F A Z ) a n d t h e Z i m b a b w e N a t i o n ­
a l F a r m e r s ' U n i o n ( Z N F U ) , a f e w h a v e 
h e e d e d t h e c a l l . T h e r e a s o n f o r n o t d o i n g 
s o i s m e r e i g n o r a n c e . I t i s h o p e d t h a t 
t h r o u g h a g r i c u l t u r a l s e m i n a r s b e i n g h e l d i n 
t f te d i s t r i c t , t h e f a r m e r s w i l l b e a b l e t o u n ­
d e r s t a n d t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f j o i n i n g a n y 
a g r i c u l t u r a l o r g a n i s a t i o n . 

A c c o r d i n g t o C o m r a d e S e k e r a m a y i t h e 
r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n c o m m e r c i a l f a r m e r s 
a n d c o m m u n a l f a r m e r s i s n o t g o o d espec ia l ­
l y i n b o r d e r a reas w h e r e C o m m u n a l f a r m ­
e r s h a v e b e e n accused o f c u t t i n g fences , 
h u n t i n g w i l d g a m e , k i l l i n g c a t t l e a n d 
t r e s p a s s i n g o n t h e c o m m e r c i a l f a r m s . C a t ­
t l e f r o m t h e c o m m u n a l f a r m e r s h a v e b e e n 
de t a ined b y c o m m e r c i a l f a n n e r s r e s u l t i n g i n 
h e a t e d a r g i m i e n t s . A n u m b e r o f m e e t i n g s 
h a v e b e e n h e l d t o i r o n o u t t h e d i f f e r e n c e s 
b e t w e e n t h e t w o c o n m i u n i t i e s b u t i n v a i n . 

T h e D i s t r i c t A d m i n i s t r a t o r h o w e v e r s h o ­
w e r e d p r a i s e s t o o n e c o m m e r c i a l f a n n e r , 
M r . F r a s e r M a c k e n z i e , w h o is w i l l i n g t o i m ­
p a r t h i s k n o w l e d g e o n p a d d o c k s t o t h e c o m ­
m u n a l f a r m e r s . M a n y c o m m u n a l f a r m e r s 
h a v e w e l c o m e d h i s g e n e r o u s o f f e r . 

T h e D i s t r i c t A d m i n i s t r a t o r c o n c l u d e d b y 
u r g i n g f a r m e r s i n h i s d i s t r i c t t o p a r t i c i p a t e 
f u l l y i n a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t i o n as t h i s was_ 
t h e o n l y w a y t h e y c o u l d u p l i f t t h e i r s t andard 
o f l i v i n g . • 
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I n a w i d e r a n g i n g i n t e r v i e w w i t h t h e 
Z i m b a b w e N e w s , C o m r a d e M a y f o r d 
M a w e r e w h o i s t h e P r o v i n c i a l P o l i t i c a l 

C o m m i s s a r o f Z A N U ( P F ) i n M a s h o n a l a n d 
W e s t P r o v i n c e d i s c l o s e d t h a t d e s p i t e 
p r o b l e m s t h a t t h e p a r t y s t r u c t u r e s a r e e n ­
c o u n t e r i n g i n t h e p r o v i n c e h e w i l l m a k e su re 
t h a t t h e p e o p l e u n d e r s t a n d t h e p a r t y l i n e . 

H i s d u t i e s as a p r o v i n c i a l p o l i t i c a l c o m ­
m i s s a r , a r e t o see t h a t t h e i d e o l o g y o f t h e 
P a r t y , M a r x i s m - L e n n i n i s m — i s i m p a r t e d 
t o the people a n d a l so t o ensure tha t G o v e r n ­
m e n t a n d P a r t y s t r u c t u r e s a r e c o r r e c t l y 
c o - o r d i n a t e d . 

" A s y o u a r e w e l l a w a r e , t h e P a r t y is t h e 
p o l i c y - m a k i n g i n s t i t u t i o n a n d t h e G o v e r n ­
m e n t i s t h e i m p l e m e n t o r . T h i s s o r t o f t h i n g 
has t o be f o l l o w e d i n t h e P r o v i n c e ' ' , he sa id . 

T h e u n i t y a c c o r d b e t w e e n Z A N U ( P F ) 

O n M u l t i - I s s u e s I n 
M a s h o n a l a n d W e s t 

C o n w M t o I t a y f o f d I t a w w r a — U M p i o v l i i -
e l a l p o l i t i c a l c o m m i s s a r f o r 
M a a h d n a l a n d W e s t P r o v l n c a 

a n d P F - Z A P U h a d b e e n w e l l accepted i n t he 
P r o v i n c e . I t h a s l o n g s ince b e e n t h e i d e a o f 
Z A N U ( P F ) t o u n i t e t h e p e o p l e o f 
Z i m b a b w e . 

U n i t y w i l l e n a b l e Z i m b a b w e t o c o n f r o n t 
t h e chaJUenges o f t he c o n t e m p o r a r y s i t u a t i o n 
i n S o u t h e r n A f r i c a . T h e i m p e r a t i v e s o f f i g h t ­
i n g S o u t h A f r i c a ' s d e s t a b i l i s a t i o n c a n n o w 
b e f u l l y t a c k l e d . A l r e a d y u n i t y h a s y i e l d e d 
t h e f r u i t s o f peace i n M a t a b e l e l a n d , w h i c h 
i n t u r n w i l l r e s u l t i n m o r e d e v e l o p m e n t i n 
a g r i c u l t u r e , w a t e r d e v e l o p m e n t , h e a l t h ca re 
a n d o t h e r r e q u i r e m e n t s l o n g c h e r i s h e d b y 
t h e m a s s e s . 

A s a u n i t e d n a t i o n , w e c a n n o w m o r e f u l l y 
a t t e n d t o t h e m o n s t e r o f u n e m p l o y m e n t n o w 
b r e a t h i n g h e a v y f i r e o n t h e y o u n g n a t i o n . 
A p r o p e r l y s t r u c t u r e d a n d m o n o l i t h i c p a r t y 
w i l l be ab le t o r e c e i v e ideas , sugges t ions and 
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? CITY CLOTfflNG FACTORY (Pvt) Ltd 
Manufacturers of: 

47 Craster Road, Soutfaerton, Harare. 

FAX (263 - 4 ) 67752 CITY CLO. 
Bootlegger Men's Jeans and Casual Wear; 

Bootlegger Boys' Jeans and Casual Wear; 
Branson Safari Suits and Trousers; 

Gotcha Ladies' and Men's Denim Jeans; 
Ciclofa Boys' Schoolwear Garment^ 

Specialists in super stone wash and snow washed garments 
Q U A U T Y G A R M E N T S * P R O T E C T I V E C L O T H I N G * S T R O N G - W E A R 

niotie 64338/9 

Siip«r S t r t n g t h 

F U L L Y S A N F O R I S E D 

Sup«r C u t Sup«r Q u a N t y 

F U L L C U T F O R F R E E M O V E M E N T A N D C O M F O R T . 
A L L S T R E S S P O I N T S D O U B L Y R E I N F O R C E D . 

H E A V Y D U T Y F O R L O N G E R U F E . 

EXPORT ENQUIRIES WELCOME 

For Ladies and Gents Outfitters 
and Children's Wear 

We also sell school uniforms 
Phone 63886 56 Manica Street Mutare 

Arcade Chemist 

N O R W I C H 
M U T A R E 

T E L E P H O N E 6 1 b a 8 
6 1 5 1 9 

Stockists of all pharmaceutical, cosmetics 
and toilet requisites.^ Do not hesitate to call also for 

your personal consultation on medication 
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r e q u i r e m e n t s f r o m t h e g r a s s r o o t s , d i g e s t 
t h e m a t h i g h e r l e v e l s a f i d f o r m u l a t e s^ys-
t e m a t i c p r o g r a m m e s t h a t c a n a r r e s t a n d u l ­
t i m a t e l y d t a l e f f e c t i v e l y w i t h 
u n e m p l o y m e n t . 

Intergration Process 
A t t h e t i m e o f i n t e r v i e w . C o m r a d e M a w e r e 
p o i n t e d o u t t h a t t h e i n t e g r a t i o n b e t w e e n 
Z A N U ( P F ) a n d P F - Z A P U h a d r e a c h e d a d ­
v a n c e d s t a g e s . A c c o r d i n g t o h i m , a l l t h e five 
s t age s o f i n t e g r a t i n g t h e t w o p o l i t i c a l p a r ­
t i e s h a d b e e n c o m p l e t e d . " N o w , w e a r e 
w a i t i n g f o r t h e 6 t h s t a g e o r p h a s e w h i c h i s 
t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f t h e u n i t e d p a r t y c a r d s — 
t h e a c t u a l p r o c e s s o f t h e m e r g e r o f t h e t w o 
p a r t i e s " . 

R e w i c o n s t r u c t i o n I n O m a y D i s t r i c t 

I n t h e p r o c e s s o f i n t e g r a t i n g t h e t w o p a r ­
t i e s i n t h e P r o v i n c e , p r o b l e m s h a d b e e n e n ­
c o u n t e r e d b u t t h e P r o v i n c i a l p o l i t i c a l c o m - -
m i s s a r s a i d t h e y h a d b e e n s o l v e d a m i c a b l y . 
T h e m a j o r p r o b l e m w a s o f t r a n s p o r t . N o o n e 
o f f e r e d t r a n s p o r t o r m o n e y f o r t h e i n t e g r a ­
t i o n e x e r c i s e . T h e i n t e g r a t i o n c o m m i t t e e h a d 

t o r e l y o n G o v e r n m e n t t r a n s p o r t a n d a l ­
l o w a n c e s . T h e o t h e r p r o b l e m w a s o n s l o ­
g a n s . B o t h p a r t i e s w a n t e d t o m a i n t a i n t h e i r 
s l o g a n s . H o w e v e r , t h i s p r o b l e m w a s s o l v e d 
a f t e r t h e t o p l e a d e r s h i p o f t h e p a r t i e s h a d i n ­
t e r v e n e d a n d i t w a s d e c i d e d t h a t n e w s l o ­
g a n s f o r t h e p u r p o s e o f n a t i o n a l u n i t , ' s h o u l d 
b e u s e d . 

College 
C d e . M a w e r e w e n t o n t o s a y t h a t m a n y 
y o u t h i n t h e p r o v i n c e w e r e e a g e r l y w a i t i n g 
f o r t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f t h e m u c h - t a l k e d -
a b o u t C h i t e p o I d e o l o g i c a l C o l l e g e . Y o u t h s 
a r e d e s p e r a t e l y i n n e e d o f a n i d e o l o g i c a l c o l ­
l e g e . A l o t h a d b e e n s a i d a b o u t t h i s C o l l e g e 
s o o n a f t e r i n d e p e n d e n c e b u t h e c o u l d n o t b e 
d r a w n t o s a y w h a t t h e i m p e d i m e n t s w e r e i n 
t h e b u i l d i n g o f t h e C o l l e g e . 

O n t h e q u e s t i o n o f t r a n s p o r t p r o b l e m s b e ­
i n g f a c e d b y C o m m u n a l f a r m e r s i n f e r r y ­
i n g t h e i r p r o d u c e t o t h e c o l l e c t i o n p o i n t s , 
G M B a n d C M B , h e s a i d t h e P a r t y s t r u c t u r e s 
h a d t o t a l l y f a i l e d ' o n t h i s p r o b l e m . 

" I t i s t h e d u t y o f t h e T r a n s p o r t D e p a r t ­
m e n t t o c o - o r d i n a t e w i t h G o v e n m i e n t s t r u c ­
t u r e s o n t h i s a s p e c t . B u t n o t h i n g h a d b e e n 
d o n e s o f a r . T h e P a r t y w a s s u p p o s e d t o s i t 
d o w n w i t h G o v e r m n e n t o r g a n s i n t h e 

P r o v i n c e t o m a p o u t s t r a t e g i e s . F r o m t h i s 
m e e t i n g , w e w e r e t h e n s u p p o s e d t o i n f o r m 
t h e C e n t r a l G o v e r n m e n t f o r a s s i s t a n c e , " h e 
s a i d . 

T h e P a r t y a n d t h e G o v e n u n e n t h a v e d o n e 
a l o t t o i m p r o v e O m a y D i s t r i c t i n 
M a s h o n a l a n d W e s t P r o v i n c e w h i c h h a d b e e n 
n e g l e c t e d b y t h e p a s t C o l o n i a l G o v e r n m e n t s . 
T h e D i s t r i c t n o w b o a s t s o f m o d e m s c h o o l s , 
r o a d s , c l i n i c s a n d w a t e r s u p p l y . I n t e r m s o f 
a g r i c u l t u r e , t h e y a r e n o w g r o w i n g a v a r i e ­
t y o f c r o p s , s o m e t h i n g t h e y c o u l d n o t h a v e 
d o n e e i g h t y e a r s a g o . R e c e n t l y a fishing c o ­
o p e r a t i v e w a s s t a r t e d o n t h e s h o r e s o f L a k e 
K a r i b a a t C h a l a l a . 

A c c o r d i n g t o C o m r a d e M a w e r e t h e r e a r e 
t w o P a r t y d i s t r i c t s i n t h e O m a y D i s t r i c t . T h e 
c h i e f s d o a c c e p t t h e i r r o l e a n d a r e p a r t i c i p a t ­
i n g fiilly i n p a r t y p o l i t i c s . T h e o n l y p r o b l e m 
t h e y m e e t i n t h e D i s t r i c t i s o f l a n g u a g e b a r ­
rier. T h e P r o v i n c e i s f o r t u n a t e i n t h a t t h e 
D e p u t y P r o v i n c i a l P o l i t i c a l C o m m i s s a r , C d e 
C h a n d e g e , i s a b l e t o c o m m u n i c a t e v e r y w e l l 
i n T o n g a . 

L a s t l y , a s a p o l i t i c a l c o m m i s s a r h e w o u l d 
l i k e t o s e e p e o p l e k n o w b o t h G o v e r n m e n t 
a n d P a r t y p o l i c i e s a s t h i s w a s t h e c o m e r -
s t o n e o f n a t i o n a l d e v e l o p m e n t . • 

FOCUS ON 
M i d l a n d s 

S h a n d u k o 
C o - o p e r a t i v e 

s e t f o r a 
N e w E r a 

Fifteen w o m e n in M k o b a 9 High D e n s i t y S u b u r b o f 
G w e r u h a v e set up a thriving c o o p e r a t i v e in u n i ­

f o r m a n d soap m a k i n g . They a r e r e a p i n g t h e r e ­
w a r d s o f t h e i r efforts a n d h a v e e v e n w o n t h e sup­

p o r t o f the President's wife. C o m r a d e Sally M u g a b e 
w h o h e l p e d t h e m with t w o e l e c t r i c s e w i n g m a c h i n e s 

S h a n d u k o C o o p e r a t i v e w a s f o r m e d 
a n d r e g i s t e r e d i n 1 9 8 4 . A n e l d e r i y 
w o m a n , Mai M a d ^ m o m b e , w h o i s 

a l s o t h e T r e a s u r e r o f t h e C o o p e r a t i v e t o l d 
Zimbabwe News t h a t t h e r e a s o n s t h a t l e d t o 
t h e f o r m a t i o n o f t h e C o o p e r a t i v e w e r e b a s ­
i c a l l y u n e m p l o y m e n t a m o n g t h e m a j o r i t y o f 
t h e Z i m b a b w e a n w o m e n a n d a l s o t h e d e c i ­
s i o n t h a t h a d b e e n t a k e n b y t h e Z A h f U ( P F ) 
W o m e n ' s L e a g u e o n t h e f o r m a t i o n o f 
C o o p e r a t i v e s . 

" R i g h t n o w Z i m b a b w e i s 

p l a g u e d w i t h u n e m p l o y m e n t 
p r o b l e m s a n d t h i s i s p a r t i c u l a r ­
l y s o a s r e g a r d s t h e p o s i t i o n o f 
w o m e n . Z i m b a b w e i s s t i l l a 
m a l e c h a u v i n i s t s o c i e t y a n d t h e 
o n l y w a y a w o m a n c a n g e t e m ­
p l o y m e n t i s t h r o u g h t h e f o r m a ­
t i o n o f c o o p e r a t i v e s . W e h a d 
t o p u i r o u r r e s o u r c e s t o g e t h e r 
a n d f o r m a c o o p e r a t i v e . W e 
h a d n o a l t e r n a t i v e , " Mai 
M a d a m o m b e s a i d e m o t i o n a l l y . 
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H u m b l e B e g u m i n g 
T h e c o o p e r a t i v e h a d a h u m b l e b e g i n n i n g . 

T h e w o m e n c o n t r i b u t e d a s m a l l a m o u n t o f 
m o n e y t o w a r d s t h e b u y i n g o f t h e i r f i r s t s e w ­
i n g - m a c h i n e . T h e y t h e n w e n t t o M k o b a 
S e c o n d a r y S c h o o l , T a k u n d a a n d K u s h i n g a 
P r i m a r y ^ h o o l s t o d i scuss t h e t y p e o f u n i ­
f o r m s p r e f e r r e d b y the se s c h o o l s . A w e l l -
w i s h e r , a Z A N U ( P F ) W o m e n ' s L e a g u e 
o f f i c i a l a c c o m p a n i e d t h e m t o C h e g u t u ' s 
D a v i d W h i t e h e a d T e x t i l e I n d u s t r i e s w h e r e 
t h e y b o u g h t t h e i r f i r s t c l o t h . 

A t t h e i n i t i a l f o r m a t i v e s tage o f t h e 
c o o p e r a t i v e , t h e c o - o p e r a t o r s w e r e u s i n g a 
f r i e n d ' s h o u s e f o r s e w i n g a c t i v i t i e s . 
H o w e v e r , t h e n e i g h b o u r s s t a r t ed c o m p l a i n ­
i n g o f t h e u n b e a r a b l e n o i s e f r o m t h e 
p r e m i s e s . T h e w o m e n w e r e f o r c e d t o vaca te 
t h e p r e m i s e s . T h e n t h e y a p p r o a c h e d t h e 
G w e r u C i t y C o u n c i l a n d w e r e p r o v i d e d w i t h 
a p lace t o r e n t . Mai M a d a m o m b e h a d t h i s 
t o say a b o u t t h e r e n t e d p r e m i s e s , 

" H a l f a l o a f o f b r e a d i s b e t t e r 
t h a n n o n e . W e h a v e m a n a g e d 
t o k e e p o u r bus ine s s g o i n g i n 
t h i s t w o - r o o m e d h o u s e . T h e 
r e n t o f $ 6 2 , 0 0 p e r m o n t h i s n o 
p r o b l e m t o u s . " 

I n 1 9 8 5 S E D C O ( S m a l l E n t e r p r i s e D e ­
v e l o p m e n t C o - o p e r a t i o n ) , p r o v i d e d t h e m 
w i t h a l o a n o f $ 7 0 0 0 , O O . T h e y h i v e u p t o 
n o w r e p a i d h a l f o f t h e l o a n . 

SpedalisirtkHis of the CooperatiTe 
T h e c o o p e r a t i v e spec ia l i ses i n u n i f o r m a n d 
soap m a k i n g a n d t i e a n d d y e . A g r o u p o f 
f i v e w o m e n i s c o n t i n u a l l y e n g a g e d i n k n i t ­
t i n g j e r s e y s . T h e w o m e n t o l d Zimbabwe 
News t h a t t h e y h a v e p r o b l e m s i n g e t t i n g t h e 
d y e . T h e d y e t h a t i s m a n u f a c t u r e d i n Z i m -

FOCUS ON 
Midlands 

Immunisation — A Success in Zvisluvane 
District 

O v e r 7 3 p e r c e n t o f t h e c h i l d r e n u n d e r 
o n e y e a r h a v e b e e n i m m u n i s e d aga ins t 

t h e s i x - k i l l e r diseases s ince 1 9 8 2 . T h i s w a s 
r e v e a l e d b y d i e c o m m u n i t y N u r s i n g O f f i c e r 
f o r Z v i d i a v a n e , S i s t e r M e k t i l d a C h i m e d z a , 
w h e n she w a s p r e s e n t i n g a p i ^ r a t t h e 
M a n s ^ o n e n t o f H e a l t h S e r v i c e s i n R u r a l — 
D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l a reas W o r k s h o p w h i c h w a s 
h e l d a t t h e Z v i s h a v a n e D i s t r i c t H o ^ n t a l . ^ 
a l s o d i s c l o s e d t h a t a s u r v e y t o e s t a b l i s h t h e 
e£rectiveness o f t h e e x p w M p r o g r a m m e o f 
i m m u n i s a t i o n ( E P I ) w a s h e l d l a s t y e a r a n d 
tha t Zvisfaavane w a s w e l l ahead o f o t h e r D i s -
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b a b w e i s o f p o o r q u a l i t y . T h e r e i s s t i f f c o m ­
p e t i t i o n i n g e t t i n g t h e d y e t h a t i s i m p o r t e d 
f r o m o u t s i d e t h e c o u n t r y . T h e y e q u a l l y h a v e 
p r o b l e m s i n g e t t i n g c h e m i c a l s f o r 
s o a p - m a k i n g . 

O n w h e t h e r t h e y h a v e g o o d m a r k e t s f o r 
t h e i r p r o d u c t s , t h e c o o p e r a t o r s s a i d t h a t 
t h e r e a r e t h r e e s c h o o l s t o s u p p l y r e g u l a r l y 
w i t h s c h o o l u n i f o r m s . H o w e v e r , t h e i r m a j o r 
p r o b l e m i s s t i f f c o m p e t i t i o n f r w n t h e l o n g -
e s t a b l i s h e d e n t e r p r i s e s w h i c h a r e c h a r g i n g 
v e r y l o w p r i c e s . S o a p a n d j e r s e y s h a v e a 
ready m a r k e t i n M k o b a h i g h d e n s i t y s u b u r b . 

Assistance 
T h e G o v e r n m e n t t h r o u g h t h e M i n i s t r y o f 
C o m m u n i t y a n d C o o p e r a t i v e D e v e l o p m e n t 
a n d W o m e n ' s A f f a i r s a r r a n g e d f o r s o m e o f 
t h e w o m e n t o g o f o r s p e c i l i s e d c o u r s e s . A s 
a r e s u l t o f t h i s i n i t i a t i v e b y t h e G o v e r n m e n t , 
2 w o m e n d i d a c o u r s e i n t i e a n d d y e a t M e l -
f o r t f o r a y e a r . O n e c o m p l e t e d a f o u r -
m o n t h s m a n a g e m e n t c o u r s e a t K u s h i n g a -
P h i k e l e l a n e a r M a r o n d e r a . U p t o n o w n o 
o n e h a s a p p r o a c h e d t h e m w i t h s p o n s o r s h i p 
f o r s i m i l a r c o u r s e s . T h e y a r e e a g e r l y a w a i t ­
i n g w i t h o p e n h a n d s f o r s u c h chances to , 
m a t e r i a l i s e . 

Successes and Problems 
T h e a c h i e v e m e n t s t h a t h a v e b e e n r e g i s t e r e d 
b y S h a n d u k o speak f o r t h e m s e l v e s . I t has 
a h e a l t h y b a n k accoun t . T h e c o o p e r a t o r s a r e 
n o w a b l e t o send t h e i r c h i l d r e n t o s c h o o l — 
a t h i n g t h e y c o u l d n o t h a v e d o n e b e f o r e t h e 
^ r m a t i o n o f t h e c o - o p e r a t i v e . C o m r a d e 
S t e l l a M u g a g a r a , w h o i s t h e S e c r e t a r y o f t h e 
C o o p e r a t i v e h a d t h i s t o s ay ; 

" W e c a n n o w h e l p o u r h u s ­
b a n d s w h e r e financial m a t t e r s 
a r e c o n c e r n e d . A g a i n o u r 

d a u g h t e r s w h o w e r e u n a b l e t o 
pass ' O ' L e v e l E x a m i n a t i o n s . 
h a v e n o w j o i n e d u s . T h e y c a n 
n o w s u p p l e m e n t t h e i r ' O ' L e v ­
e l s because t h e m o n e y i s 
t h e r e . " 

L i k e a n y b u s i n e s s v e n t u r e , t h e c o o p e r a ­
t i v e h a s g o t i t s o w n p r o b l e m s . T h e m e m ­
b e r s a r e y e a r n i n g t o h a v e a s e w i n g m a c h i n e 
f o r z i g - z a g s e w i n g c o m m o n l y k n o w n as 
o v e r l o c k i n g s e w i n g m a c h i n e . O f t h e t w o 
m a c h i n e s t h a t w e r e p r o v i d e d b y mat 
M u g a b e , t h e w i f e o f t h e P r e s i d e n t , o n l y o n e 
i s f u n c t i o n i n g . R e p a i r i n g o f s e w i n g 
m a c h i n e s has n o w b e c o m e a c o s t l y bus iness 
i n Z i m b a b w e . T h e s e c o o p e r a t o r s a r e t h e r e ­
f o r e a p p e a l i n g t o t h e p u b l i c f o r d o n a t i o n s 
o f s o m e o l d o r n e w s e w i n g m a c h i n e s . 

A n o t h e r p r o b l e m t h e y face i s o f c o m p e ­
t i t i o n f r o m l o n g e s t a b l i s h e d b u s i n e s s m e n 
w h o s o m e t i m e s l u r e a w a y p o t e n t i a l 
c u s t o m e r s . 

Allowances 
M e m b e r s o f t h e c o o p e r a t i v e o n l y ge t a l ­
l o w a n c e s a t t h e e n d o f e v e r y m o n t h . 
H o w e v e r , w h e n t h e g o i n g gets t o u g h , t h e y 
d o n o t d i s t r i b u t e t h e a l l o w a n c e s . A n y w a y , 
i t i s t h e p o l i c y o f t h e c o o p e r a t i v e t h a t a t t h e 
e n d o f N o v e m b e r o f e v e r y y e a r , t h e y d i s ­
t r i b u t e p r o f i t s e q u a l l y a m o n g a l l the 
m e m b e r s . 

N e w m e m b e r s a r e w e l c o m e p r o v i d e d t h e y 
a r e c a p a b l e o f c o n t r i b u t i n g $ 7 5 , 0 0 as j o i n ­
i n g f e e . 

L a s t l y , S h a n d u k o w o u l d l i k e t o a p p e a l t o 
a l l Z i m b a b w e a n w o m e n n o t g a i n f u l l y e m ­
p l o y e d t o f o r m c o o p e r a t i v e s as t h i s w o u l d 
h e l p t h e m t o s o l v e t h e i r p r o b l e m s . • 

News in Brief 

C l i H d r w i b M M f l t f r e n i l u i m i i i i l s f l t l o n p f O Q n u n n i M 
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t r i c t s i n t h e c a m p a i g n . S i s t e r C h i m e d z a a l s o 
applauded m e m b e r s o f t h e A p o s t o l i c C h u r c h 
f o r c o - o p e r a t i n g i n t h e p r o g r a m m e . S h e s a i d 
tha t she d i d n o t f a c e a n y o p p o s i t i o n f r o m 
m e m b e r s o f t h i s s ec t a n d t h a t t h e y w e r e 
b r i n g i n g t h e i r c h i l d r e n f o r i m m u n i s a t i o n . 

T r a d i t i o n a l m i d w i v e s w i t h i n t h e D i s t r i c t 
w e r e a l s o p r a i s e d f o r c o - o p e r a t i n g w i t h t h e 
D i s t r i c t H o s p i t a l . C o m r a d e C h i m e d z a s a i d 
m o s t o f ' t h e t r a d i t i o n a l m i d w i v e s i n t h e D i s ­
t r i c t w e r e r e f e r r i n g t h e i r e x p e c t a n t p a t i e n t s 
t o l o c a l c l i n i c s f o r r e g u l a r c h e c k - u p s a n d 
t r e a t m e n t s . S h e a l s o s a i d t h e m i d w i v e s w e r e 
a l s o r e f e r r i n g m o t h e r s w h o s e c h i l d r e n w e r e 
n o t i m m u n i s e d f o r i i m n u n i s a t i o n a t t h e 
c l i n i c s . 

S h e f u r t h e r e l a b o r a t e d t h a t E P I w a s v e r y 
success fu l i n t h e d i s t r i c t a n d t h a t ^ f h e i r t a r ­
ge t f o r i m m u n i s i n g a l l c h i l d r e n b e l o w o n e 
y e a r by 1 9 8 9 w o u l d b e a c c o m p l i s h e d a h e a d 
o f s c h e d u l e . 

New Dam for Midlands 

M o r e t h a n 2 0 0 0 0 p e o p l e i n M b e r e n g w a 
D i s t r i c t w h o h a v e e n d u r e d s p e l l s o f d r o u g h t 
f o r t h e pas t t h r e e y e a r s w i l l b e n e f i t f r o m a 
m u l t i - p u r p o s e d a m c o m p l e t e d r e c e n t l y . 

C o m m i s s i o n i n g B i r i D a m 2 3 0 k m s o u t h 
o f G w e r u o n S e p t e m b e r 1 7 , t h e M i n i s t e r o f 
E n e r g y a n d W a t e r R e s o u r c e s a n d D e v e l o p ­

m e n t , C o m r a d e K u m b i r a i K a n g a i s a i d t h e 
G o v e r n m e n t w o u l d e n s u r e t h a t w a t e r 
r e s o u r c e s w e r e e x t e n s i v e l y d e v e l o p e d . 

C o m r a d e K a n g a i s a i d w h i l e p e o p l e w e r e 
h i t b y u n r e l i a b l e r a i n f a l l l e a d i n g t o l o w c r o p 
p r o d u c t i o n a n d u n a c c e p t a b l e p e r c a p i t a i n ­
c o m e , t h e S t a t e w o u l d e n s u r e t h a t u n d e r ­
u t i l i s e d l a n d w a s u s e d p r o d u c t i v e l y . H e s a i d 
t h e G o v e r n m e n t ' s p o l i c y o f e s t a b l i s h i n g 
d a m s i n a l l p r o v i n c e s w a s i n t e n d e d t o i m ­
p r o v e t h e a g r i c u l t u r a l p o t e n t i a l o f a l l 
p e a s a n t s . 

A l t h o u g h t r e m e n d o u s p r o g r e s s h a d b e e n 
m a d e i n s o m e p r o v i n c e s , l i m i t e d f u n d s a n d 
s h o r t a g e o f m a n p o w e r w e r e i n h i b i t i n g f u r ­
t h e r d e v e l o p m e n t o n t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f 
d a m s . 

T h e d a m w h i c h h a s a h o l d i n g c a p a c i t y o f 
3 , 2 m i l l i o n c u b i c m e t r e s w a s c o n s t r u c t e d b y 
t h e G o v e r n m e n t w i t h a G r a n t f r o m t h e 
N e t h e r l a n d s . I t w i l l b e u s e d f o r i r r i g a t i o n 
a n d f i s h i n g . P e o p l e f r o m M a t a g a a n d C h i n -
g o m a w i l l b e t h e m a j o r b e n e f i c i a r i e s o f t h e 
p r o j e c t . 

Efforts to Save River from Siltation 

S e v e n d i s t r i c t s m o s t o f t h e m u n d e r 
M a n i c a l a n d P r o v i n c e , f e w f r o m M a s v i n g o 
P r o v i n c e a n d t h e M i d l a n d s h e l d a m e e t i n g 
a t B i r c h e n o u g h B r i d g e . T h i s w a s t h e t h i r d 
m e e t i n g h e l d a t t h i s s a m e v e n u e i n o r d e r t o 

s a v e S a v e R i v e r f r o m s i l t a t i o n . 

T h e s e d i s t r i c t s w h i c h i n c l u d e C h i k o m b a 
C o u n c i l w e r e a d v i s e d b y m e m b e r s f r o m 
A g r i t e x a n d N a t u r a l R e s o u r c e s B o a r d t h a t 
p e o p l e s h o u l d s t a y s o m e d i s t a n c e s f r o m t h e 
b a n k s o f t h e r i v e i " a n d a l l d e v e l o p m e n t s 
a l o n g t h e S a v e R i v e r a n d i t s c a t c h m e n t a r e a 
s h o u l d s t o p . T h e m e e t i n g a g r e e d t h a t e v e r y 
C o u n c i l a n d i t s A g r i t e x o f f i c i a l s s h o u l d 
l a u n c h a n a w a r e n e s s c a m p a i g n t o i t s p e o ­
p l e o n t h e p r o g r a m m e o f S a v e t h e S a v e 
R i v e r f r o m h u m a n d e s t r u c t i o n . T h e l o c a l 
M e m b e r o f P a r l i a m e n t o f ^ u h e r a . C o m r a d e 
K u m b i r a i K a n g a i , s t r o n g l y a d v i s e d t h e D i s ­
t r i c t C o u n c i l s t o s t a n d firm o n t h e s a v i n g o f 
t h e m i g h t y S a v e R i v e r . • 

Resettlement in Full Swing 

T w o D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l s i n t h e M i d l a n d s 
P r o v i n c e h a d g o o d n e w s f r o m t h e C e n t r a l 
G o v e r n m e n t . T h e i r p e o p l e w e r e t o b e r e s e t ­
t l e d i n M a n g o n i E s t a t e w h i c h d i v i d e s t h e t w o 
C o u n c i l s — T a k a w i r a a n d C h i k o m b a . 
C h i k o m b a h a d p r e v i o u s l y s e n t 3 5 0 p e o p l e 
a n d n o w i t i s g o i n g t o s e n d 1 6 5 f a m i l i e s . 

T h i s h a s b e e n v e r y g o o d n e w s f o r t h e 
P r o v i n c e p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e t w o d i s t r i c t s . O n 
t h e f o u r f a r m s a c q u i r e d b y t h e s t a t e , i t i s u n ­
d e r s t o o d t h a t f a m i l i e s w i l l b e r e s e t t l e d o n 
M o d e l B s c h e m e w h i c h i s f o r c o - o p e r a t i v e s . 
T h e c o - o p e r a t i v e s w i l l b e f o r d a i r y a n d 
r a n c h i n g . • 

W h a t ' s d o n e a t N g u b o y e n j a 
J a i r o s J i r i C e n t r e i n B u i a w a y o ? 

FOCUS ON 
Matabeleland Noith 

T i M l a t a C o m r a d * J a l r o s J i r i , M B E , M A 
( H o n s ) , F e u n d a r U f a P r a s l d a n t o f t h a 
J t f r o a J i r i A s a o c t o H o n — 2eth J u n a 1 9 2 1 
— 1 2 t h N o v a m b a r , 1 9 8 2 

T h e J a i r o s J i r i C e n t r e b e g a n i t s w o r k 
i n t h e y e a r 1 9 5 9 w i t h t h e c l o s u r e o f 
t h e M a k o k o b a W o r k s h o p s w h i c h 

h a d s t a r t e d i n O c t o b e r , 1 9 5 2 . f r o m a v e r y 
s m a l l b e g i n n i n g w i t h l o t s o f d i f f i c u l t i e s . 

T h i s C e n t r e a t t h a t t i m e a c c e p t e d a l l t y p e s 
o f h a n d i c a p p e d o f a l l a g e s a n d t h e m a i n a c ­
t i v i t y w a s t r a i n i n g a n d p r o d u c t i o n o f b a s k e t s 
a n d l e a t h e r c r p f t g o o d s . 

T h e r e w a s a l s o a s c h o o l f o r b o t h b l i n d a n d 
d i s a b l e d , a t y p i n g c l a s s a n d a s e c t i o n f o r t h e 
d e a f t a u g h t b y M i s s G r a c e B e r r y m a n . 

M r . N k o s e n y e K u m a l o , o n e o f t h e first 
i n s t r u c t o r s i n l e a t h e r w o r k w a s h e a d o f t h e 
l e a t h e r s e c t i o n w h i l e M r . J . J i r i w a s t h e first 
G e n e r a l M a n a g e r a n d P r i n c i p a l O f f i c e r . H e 
w a s a m a n w i t h a v i s i o n f o r t h e d i s a b l e d a n d 
b l i n d . 

M r . K w e n d a a n d M r . Z h a r a r e w e r e a s ­
s i s t a n t a n d S e c r e t a r y r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

L o c a l s u p p o r t f o r t h e w o r k o f t h e A s s o c i ­
a t i o n w a s g r a d u a l l y i m p r o v i n g . M r . J i r i w i a s 
t o p r o v e t o a l l C o u n t r y m e n t h a t t h e d i s a b l e d 

p e o p l e c a n b e p r o d u c t i v e a n d r e s p e c t a b l e i n 
w h a t e v e r w a y . T h i s e a r n e d h i m t h e n a m e 
" T h e B u l a w a y o S u p e r S a m a r i t a n ' , o r t h e 
' P o o r m a n w i t h a b i g h e a r t f o r h i s 
f e l l o w m a n . " 

D r . H u g h A s h t o n w a s C h a i r m a n o f t h e 
S o c i e t y , a t t h a t t i m e k n o w n a s t h e J a i r o s J i r i 
S o c i e t y f o r t h e D i s a b l e d a n d B l i n d . 

M a n y d o c t o r s a n d s u r g e o n s f r o m t h e N e w 
M p i l o H o s p i t a l t o o k p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t i n t h e 
n e w v e n t u r e . M a n y b l a c k l e a d e r s e n ­
c o u r a g e d t h e S o c i e t y t o c a r r y o n w i t h t h e 
g o o d w o r k a h e a d a l t h o u g h l i t t l e p r a c t i c a l o r 
financial s u p p o r t w a s f o r t h c o m i n g . T h e r e 
w a s a l o t o f g o o d w i l l a n d e n c o u r a g e m e n t f o r 
t h e w o r k f r o m m o s t o f t h e p e o p l e . 

A C r a f t S h o p i n t h e G r a n d H o t p l B u i l d ­
i n g s w a s t h e m a i n o u t l e t t h r o u g h w h i c h t l j e 
p r o d u c t s w e r e s o l d t o r a i s e f u n d s f o r t h e r u n ­
n i n g a n d r e - e q u i p m e n t f o r t h e t r a i n i n g 
w o r k s h o p s . 

M a n y p e o p l e v i s i t e d t h e n e w e s t a b l i s h ­
m e n t t o s e e t h e m e a n i n g o f t h e S o c i e t y ' s a p ­
p e a l s . T h e L a t e F o u n d e r P r e s i d e n t , M r . 
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Jairos Jiri, soon established an administra­
tion office in the Grand Hotel Building leav­
ing Mr. Stephen Kwenda as Manager of the 
Centre. The new offices were opened for the 
purpose of fund raising in the country and 
abroad. 

The new Jairos Jiri Centre of Nguboyen-
ja, Buiawayo, has now been turned into a 
training institution for all those disabled peo­
ple of trainable disposition who will have 
gone through first primary or elementary 
education or Secondary and Higher Educa­
tion and who are between the ages of 16 and 
25, males and females. In this new environ­
ment all the trainees are resident boarders 
at the Centre. Non residents are accepted. 

Hundreds have gone through this centre 
into employment or self-employment after 
training. The Centre created a new hope and 
encouragement to the disabled to face the 
world with determination. 

Those who have not been lucky to be em­
ployed in ordinary commerce or industry 
have found sheltered employment at the 
Centre. This is however not encouraged so 
it turns to be encouraging institutionaliza­
tion of disabled people. Some of their han­
dicap is such that there are a number of 
difficulties making them need assistance all 
their lives. 

At present there are 172 young men and 
women in the training section and about 225 
in the production or sheltered enq>loyment. 
Of this total 71 are residents while the re­
mainder live outside the Centre. 

Those trained are also encouraged to form 
co-operatives or assist in fonning these. 

The training takes the form of skills train­
ing and ada{>tive skills. All the new trainees 
are selected by an Admission panel. 

The following are the most common 
courses done in two to three years:-
• Tailoring, 
• Carpentry/Woodwork, 
• Small Ei^ines and Refrigeration Repair, 
• Electronic Rq>airs, 
• Bookkeqting/Secretarial Skills, 
• Leather Woric/Leatter Ciafl, 
• Cane Work, Weaving and B a s k ^ , 
• Art Drawing, Sign Writing and Design, 
• Metal Work - Welding. 
• Telei*onist — Receptionist and 
• Sisal and Mat making. 
Disabled trainees learn to develop good 
work habits which include taking good care 
of tools and equipment and others. 

Special Services 
The centre offers other special services be­
sides the basic skills training for the disa­
bled. Most of the work listed below is done 
by trained disabled people and new ones are 
serviced and maintained or made at the 
Centre. 
Provision of: 

Wheelchairs, 
Calipers, 
Hearing Aids, 
Walking Aids, 

Eye classes and 
Other prothetic Aids 
and Limps. 

Sheltered Work 
There are certain disabled people who are 
unable to get employment in ordinary indus­
tries and other commercial undertakings 
who have been given some kind of sheltered 
employment. 

They are engaged in contract work j,iven 
to the Centre by local factories and indus­
tries. Most of them work at the Centre while 
living outside. The work involves a variety 
of activities easily done by seated people. 
Such work is both therapeutic and remuner­
ative leading to financial independence. 
Many of them are wheelchair-bound all their 
lives. ' 

The Trainees and Clients 
The disabled trainees and inmates of the In­
stitution come from all over the country. 
They come each year with a common goal 
to be better citizens and neighbours in ord­
er to contribute in their own way in the de­
velopment of the Nation and Country. 

They learn that love, understanding, toler­
ance and team work are the norms of 
progress and social life. 

In their varying disabilities; blind, deaf, 
crippled and so on, they all know that these 
disabilities are not inabilities to do better 
work for the progress of mankind. They in­
herited the late founder Mr. Jairos Jiri's 
motto that, "where there is a will there 
should be a way, with the leadership and 
guidance of the Almighty." 

The deaf are not dumb or mute but un­
derstand all the instructions and work as well 
as can be expected. 

Most of these will have been attending 
their primary rehabilitation at one of the 
Centres of the Jairos Jiri Association scat­
tered round the country before coming to 
this special/finishing point. They pay a token 
boarding fee of $225,00 per year which is 
subject to review by the National body. This 
can be paid in temily instalments of $75,00 
or in full for the whole year. 

There is a Trainees Representative body 
whose aim is to advise in the whole task of 
making the institution a success story. 

Many of the trainees spend months and 
even years in hospital having corrective sur­
gery and then months doing physiotherapy 
^[Leaming to walk and use their remaining 
or usable limps.) Someone with a heart has 
to care. 

The staff members of the Jairos Jiri Centre 
— ^t the Nguboyenja Centre both present 
and past are drawn to their service by the 
magnetic desire to serve mankind. The Ad­
ministrators, Secretaries, Training Officers, 
Boarding Masters, Production Officers, In­
structors, Nurses, Physiotherapists, Super­
visors, Finance Officers, Cooks, Adult 
Literacy Teachers, Security Officers, 
Groundsmen, Public Relations Officer. 

These are only a sampling of the varie­

ties of the person who make up the Jairos 
Jiri Centre Staff. Their contribution to the 
progress, their competence and commitment 
make life more hopeful to all the clients in 
the institution. 

Many of the staff members are disabled 
or were former trainees of the institution. 

Sporting and Social Entertainment 
A start has been made in bringing a variety 
of sporting and social activities at the Centre. 

These include football, volley ball, skit­
tles, tug of war, netball, mini soccer, draft, 
table tennis, swimming and many others. 
The Centre has two television sets and ra­
dio sets in the hostels. 

There are several choirs and there is also 
a set of Marimba Band: The Choir and the 
Marimba Band have played at many public 
functions including the television 
prpgramme — Mvengemvenge. 

There is a very strong Girl Guide Move­
ment at the centre and Scouts Movement has 
been formed as well. 

There are two Sporting Clubs at the 
Centre where the aim is to improve on the 
inmates social life. 

Friends 
The Centre as a Charity Organisation relies 
on Public support for the success of its work 
and activities. 

The General public is behind the work. 
The Centre is in need of support in order 

to have the project and programme 
successful. 

The Branch Committee of volunteers 
works hard to help with fiind raising and 
administration. 

Local authorities and the Government give 
grants towards the running costs but more 
is needed to make it a real success. 

Volunteers are welcome to work in speci­
fied areas to ensure a bright ftiture for the 
disabled, blind and we need you and all. 

The Branch is still fund raising and do­
nations can be sent to:-
P O Box 7018 
Mzilikazi 
BULAWAYO 

T h e E d i t o r w i s h e s 
t o i n f o r m r e a d e r s 
t h a t t h e y a r e f r e e 
t o o p e n d e b a t e i n 

t h e c o l u m n T a l k i n g 
P o i n t a n d o n t h e 

L e t t e r s p a g e . 
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FOCUS ON 
Matabeleland North 

A n i n v i t a t i o n t o t h e first m e e t i n g o f 
t h e S o u t h E a s t B r a n c h o f t h e 
B u l a w a y o D i s t r i c t ( b o t h n e w l y 

f o r m e d T a s k F o r c e s t ruc tu res ) w a s d e l i v e r e d 
b y hand t o res idences a n d f l a t s i n t h e s o u t h ­
eas t e rn q u a r t e r s o f t h e c e n t r a l a r e a o f t h e 
C i t y o f B u l a w a y o r e c e n t l y . T h e r e a r e f o u r 
B r a n c h T a s k F o r c e s i n t h e B u l a w a y o 
D i s t r i c t . 

B e i n g so d i r e c t l y a n d e x t e n s i v e l y c a n ­
vassed , m o s t n o n - P a r t y r e s iden t s w e r e i m ­
pressed b y t h e v i g o r o u s o r g a n i s a t i o n o f t h e 
B r a n c h . T h i s i n i t i a l i m p r e s s i o n d i d n o t e x ­
tend t o ac tua l a t tendance at the m e e t i n g . T h e 
t h i r t y - s t r o n g a u d i e n c e w h i c h a s s e m b l e d a t 
t h e B e i t H a l l , M i l t o n J u n i o r S c h o o l , 
B u l a w a y o , o n t h e 4 t h A u g u s t , s e e m e d t o b e 
c o n f i n e d t o P a r t y o f f i c i a l s a n d C i v i l S e r ­
v a n t s , t h o s e a l r e a d y c o m m i t t e d t o t h e sup­
p o r t o f G o v e r r u n e n t p o l i c i e s a n d u n d e r t h e 
d i r e c t i o n o f t h e t w o m a j o r i t y Z i m b a b w e a n 
p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s . 

I n the c o l d dusk o f t he e v e n i n g , t he w a r m ­
l y w r a p p e d a u d i e n c e sat u n d e r t w o b e n i g n 
pho tog raphs o f t h e E x e c u t i v e P r e s i d e n t o f 
the R e p u b l i c o f Z i m b a b w e , C o m r a d e R . G . 
M u g a b e , a n d t w o s o m b r e p o r t r a i t s o f 
c o l o n i a l i s t s C e c i l J o h n R h o d e s a n d A l f r e d 
Be i t . 

T h e M e e t i n g c h a i r e d b y C o m r a d e I v y M a -
hanya ( and i n B u l a w a y o i t has b e c o m e m o r e 
usual f o r w o m e n t o f i l l t he p o s t o f C h a i r ­
pe r son) s t a r t ed w i t h t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f t h e 
D i s t r i c t a n d B r a n c h T a s k F o r c e o f f i c i a l s , 
w h o m a d e a d e t e r m i n e d e f f o r t t o o b e y t h e 
s l o g a n - i n s t r u c t i o n s a p p r o v e d b y t h e P o l i t ­
b u r o a n d C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e T a s k F o r c e s . 
T h e t w o gues t speake r s , m e m b e r s o f t h e 
P r o v i n c i a l T a s k F o r c e s t a r t l ed t h o s e a s s e m ­
b l e d b y g i v i n g n o n - P a r t y g r e e t i n g s , w h i c h 

N e w P a r t y S t r u c t u r e s 
i n M a t a b e l e l a n d N o r t h 
By M . McCosh 

t h e y j u s t i f i e d at Q u e s t i o n T i m e b y s a y m g 
t h a t t h e m a k i n g o f a n y s l o g a n caused 
d i s s e n s i o n . 

Merge the Masses 
C o m r a d e F . R . W a n i w a , Z A N U ( P F ) V i c e -
C h a i r m a n o f t h e M a t a b e l e l a n d N o r t h 
P r o v i n c e , m e m b e r o f t h e P r o v i n c i a l T a s k 

• F o r c e , o p e n e d h i s speech w i t h t h e s t a t e m e n t 
t h a t t h e r e w a s n o n e e d t o s t ress t h e i m p o r ­
t ance o f t h e U n i t y A c c o r d . 

H e r e v i e w e d t h e h i s t o r i c a l a l l i a n c e o f t h e 
t w o m a j o r i t y p a r t i e s a f t e r t h e f o r m a t i o n o f 
t h e P a t r i o t i c F r o n t i n 1 9 7 6 , a n d t h e a t t e m p t s 
t o c o - o r d i n a t e t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y a r m i e s , 
Z A N L A a n d Z I P R A , i n t h e L i b e r a t i o n 
S t r u g g l e . S p e a k i n g o f t h e p a r t i c u l a r p o l i t i ­
c a l d i v i s i o n s i n M a t a b e l e l a n d a f t e r I n d e p e n ­
dence 1 9 8 0 , C o m r a d e W a n i w a e x p l a i n e d i n 
d e t a i l t h e n e g a t i v e , d i v i s i v e r e s u l t s o f t h e 
d u a l - P a r t y c o n f r o n t a t i o n , w h i c h r o b b e d 
Z i m b a b w e ' s w e s t e r n , P r o v i n c e s o f t h e 
" f r u i t s o f I n d e p e n d e n c e " 

T h e f a i l u r e t o f o r m a O n e P a r t y S t a t e lead 
t h e masses i n t o p o l t i c a l c o n f u s i o n c a u g h t as 
t h e y w e r e b e t w e e n t w o P a r t i e s b o t h p ro fe s s ­
i n g a n i d e n t i c a l i d e o l o g y . L a c k o f c l e a r p o ­
l i t i c a l d i r e c t i o n i n e v i t a b l y l ed t o t h e c i v i l d i s ­
obed ience c a m p a i g n a n d a l l the c r i m i n a l h o r ­
r o r s o f b a n d i t r y . Re f t i gee s fled f r o m b a n d i t -
d o m i n a t e d areas d e s r u p t i n g t h e G o v e r n ­
m e n t ' s d e v e l o p m e n t p l a n s , a n d c a u s i n g t h e 
s e c u r i t y f o r c e s t o b e u s e d as a p o l i c e f o r c e . 

T h e N a t i o n as a w h o l e w a s a f fec ted b y t h e 
p o l i t i c a l d i v i s i o n s w h i c h w e r e m o s t o b v i o u s ­
l y e v i d e n c e d i n M a t a b e l e l a n d . 

T h e T a s k F o r c e s ' d i r e c t i v e w a s t o " m e r g e 
t h e m a s s e s " . T h e d i r e c t i v e p r o c e e d e d f r o m 
b o t h t h e P r e s i d e n t o f Z A N U ( P F ) a n d t h e 
L e a d e r o f P F - Z A P U af te r t he r a t i f i c a t i o n o f 
tfie U n i t y A c c o r d at the Congresses o f d i e t w o 

m a j o r i t y P a r t i e s h e l d d u r i n g A p r i l , 1 9 8 8 . 
A l t h o u g h t h e t w o P a r t i e s w e r e n o t o f e q u a l 
n u m e r i c a l s t r e n g t h n a t i o n a l l y , t h e T a s k 
F o r c e m e m b e r s h i p , f r o m P o i i j b u r o t o 
B r a n c h , w a s j o i n t l y c o m p o s e d o f e q u a l n u m ­
b e r s f r o m Z A N U ( P F ) a n d P F - Z A P U . 

E n d i n g h i s speech. C o m r a d e W a n i w a e m ­
p h a s i z e d t h e C e l l - m a k i n g f u n c t i o n o f t h e 
B r a n c h T a s k F o r c e s . T h i s , he s a i d , w a s es­
s e n t i a l t o t h e success fu l i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f 
t h e U n i t y A c c o r d . 

S t a t i n g t h a t n o l o c a l p o l i t i c a l p r o b l e m w a s 
m o r e i m p o r t a n t t h a n t h e a t t a i n m e n t o f N a ­
t i o n a l U n i t y , C o m r a d e E d s o n N c u b e , P F -
Z A P U C h a i r m a n o f M a t a b e l e l a n d N o r t h 
P r o v i n c e , c o n c u r r e d w i t h t h e i s sues r a i s e d 
i n t h e l o n g speech o f C o m r a d e W a n i w a . H e 
added t h a t t h e P r e s i d e n t o f Z A N U ( P F ) a n d 
t h e L e a d e r o f P F - Z A P U w e r e t o be c o n ­
g r a t u l a t e d o n t h e i r j o i n t p o l i t i c a l w i s d o m i n 
l e a d i n g t h e masses t o u n i t y a f t e r o n l y e i g h t 
y e a r s o f I n d e p e n d e n c e . A n e x a m p l e t o t h e 
w o r l d o f p o l i t i c a l m a t u r i t y ! 

T h e t w o P r o v i n c i a l l e ade r s a n s w e r e d 
m a n y q u e s t i o n s a l l c o n c e r n e d w i t h s l o g a n s 
a n d t h e n e w P a r t y C a r d s . I n t h e m a i n seg­
m e n t t h e a n s w e r s t o b o t h q u e s t i o n s l a y i n 
f o l l o w i n g t h e d i r e c t i o n o f t h e T a s k F o r c e 
C e n t r a l C o i r t m i t t e e l e a d e r s h i p a n d a c t i n g 
w i t h firm a n d s teady d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 

A f t e r t h a n k i n g t h e p r i n c i p a l s p e a k e r s . 
C o m r a d e I v y M a h a n y a , C h a i r p e r s o n , s a id 
t h a t h e r B r a n c h T a s k F o r c e w o u l d h o l d p r i ­
v a t e w e e k l y E x e c u t i v e m e e t i n g s a n d f r e ­
q u e n t p u b l i c o n e s . S h e u r g e d t h o s e p r e sen t 
t o b r i n g t h e w o r k o f t h e T a s k F o r c e t o t h e 
n o t i c e o f t h e i r i m m e d i a t e n e i g h b o u r s . 

T h e m e e t i n g e n d e d w i t h t h e s i m u l t a n e o u s 
s i n g i n g o f t h e N a t i o n a l A n t h e m i n t h e t h r e e 
m a j o r l a n g u a g e s . • 

FOCUS ON 
Matabeleland North 

A p o l i t i c a l C h o i r 
e m e r g e d I n 

M a t a b e l e l a n d 
N o r t h 

T h e M a t a b e l e l a n d N o r t h Z A N U ( P F ) 
C h o i r w h i c h r e c e n t i y w o n a T r o p h y 
a n d a p r i z e i n H a r a r e i n a S i n g i n g 

C o n t e s t i n w h i c h 7 3 c h o r a l a n d T r a d i t i o n a l 
G r o u p s p a r t i c i p a t e d w a s f o r m e d f o l l o w i n g 
t h e s i g n i n g o f t h e U n i t y A c c o r d b e t w e e n 
Z A N U ( P F ) a n d P F - Z A P U . 

T h e C h o i r w h i c h has p e r f o r m e d i n v a r i ­
o u s n a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s a n d at c e r t a i n occa ­
s i o n s t o e n t e r t a i n f o r e i g n d i g n i t a r i e s v i s i t ­
i n g M a t a b e l e l a n d N o r t h P r o v i n c e i s c o m ­
p o s e d o f 4 0 w o m e n d r a w n f r o m t h e W o m ­
e n ' s L e a g u e s o f t he t w o P a r t i e s . T w e n t y a r e 
f r o m Z A N U ( P F ) w h i l e t h e o t h e r t w e n t y a r e 
ft-om P F - Z A P U . T h e S i n g i n g G r o u p has t w o 
leaders , M r s M a n z i n e f r o m Z A N U ( P F ) a n d 

M r s M l o y i f r o m P F - Z A P U . 

C o m r a d e M a n z i n e sa id tha t t h e c h o i r w a s 
f o r m e d t o c e m e n t t h e u n i t y a m o n g s t t h e 
W o m e n ' s L e a g u e s o f t h e t w o P a r t i e s . " W e 
s i n g s o n g s o f U n i t y a n d p r a i s e o u r l e a d e r 
C o m r a d e R . G . M u g a b e f o r t h e j o b h e has 
d o n e w e l l t o u n i t e a l l Z i m b a b w e a n s " she 
s a i d . 

T h e Z i m b a b w e T r a d i t i o n a l m u s i c i a n s 
h a v e b e e n i n t e g r a t e d i n t h e n e w g r o u p . 

" T h e g r o u p i s b e c o m i n g a v e r y p o p u l a r 
e n t i t y t h a t i t h a s b e e n i n v i t e d t o m a n y occa­
s i o n s " , s a i d C o m r a d e M l o y i . • 

Z I M B A B W E N E W S O C T O B E R , 1 9 8 8 3 5 



FOCUS ON 
Matabeleland North 

U n f a i r t r e a t m e n t — C a u a e 
f o r C o n c e r n f o r t h e D i s a b l e d 

S amson Mudhimba is disablea. He can­
not see. Like other blind people, he 
had a skills training at the Jairos 

Jiri Centre in Bulawayo. 

Like many blind persons, he feels he has 
been unfairly treated by society especially 
in the field of employment. This is a cause 
for concern for him in particular and the 
other disabled in general. 

Samson says' 'the blind people are not ac­
cepted for jobs. We are skilled, we know 
the job like anybody else. We are strong. 
Blindness or not seeing does not mean that 
the blind man is unknowledgeable". 

The blind complainant is asking the 
Government "to help us to get jobs in the 

government or private sector" because "we 
can and we want to contribute to the social 
and economic devel(^ment of our country.' * 

Blind Samson also said that if the govern­
ment cannot offer employment to the blind, 
"we can say we are not independent". 

His second problem concerns money 
given from the Social Welfare Department. 
"We filled forms to get $50,00 but instead 
of this amount we receive $30,00 monthly. 
Where does the other amount ($20) go? We 
are worried about this and also of the fact 
that that which we receive is often delayed. 
Can we be informed of the problem?" he 
asked. 

Comrade Samson thanks the people of 
Bulawayo for respecting the blind. "If I get 

lost, they come to assist me. Long live the 
people of Bulawayo!" He also urges 
Bulawayo residents to ensure that the blind 
people do not fall in the canals. 

Samson disclosed that he is a singer. "If 
there is anyone or people interested in sing­
ing, please I want to join hiih or them. I can 
also compose songs/ ' 

To those who may want to contact Sam­
son Mudhimba: His business address is: 
Jairos Jiri Association 
PO Box 7018 
Mzilikazi 
Bulawayo 

Home Address: 71298 Lobengula West 
Bulawayo 

FOCUS ON 
Masvingo 

T a k a l t a M%mrm C o - o p g i v o s l i o p o t o t h i 
L . o e a i l W o m o n I n M M V l n g o D i s t r i c t 

E tina Mushanyuki is a Community 
worker stationed in Mugabe Ward 
15 in Masvingo District. She tells 

of Takaita Njere Co-operative which she 
says is the hope for the local women who 
are its members. 

Takaita Njere engages in dressmaking. It 
was started by 30 women in 1987 after each 
contributed $20,00 as capital share while 
two of the members contributed two sew­
ing machines. 

"With the two Sewing machines and 
members' fuiancial contributions, the group 
started operations at Gwanha Business 
Centre where they rent a House for $10,00 
a month. The house they rent belongs to one 
of the members," reported the Community 
worker. 

Information reveals that though the Co­
op is not yet registered, normal meetings as 
in every co-operative are held to discuss the 
problems facing the members. 

Comrade Etina explained further that the 
co-op is potentially viable because the mem-

C o m n K i * e t h i a M i n h a n y u k i — C o m m u ­
n i t y W o r k a r i n M u f l a b * W a n t 1 8 toi 
M a a v l n s o 

bership is really determined to succeed. 
' 'They see the project as a source of hope'' 
she said, adding that "Right now they have 

$1 400,00 in their bank account and $900,00 
in the current account from which they draw 
to buy clothing materials in Masvingo es­
pecially from N. Richards and Whitehead 
Wholesalers." 

Ministry's Assistance 
The Ministry of Community Development 
and Women's Affairs financed Mrs Mam-
wadi, the Secretary of the Co-op, to train 
in Retail aî d Management. She has complet­
ed part I of the Six-parts course. The same 
Ministry also plans to teach the co-operators 
sewing, cutting and design. It is 
on-the-job-training. 

Plans 
The group aims to expand their activities. 
They need mor6 sewing machines and a 
place to build a house for sewing. The Mas­
vingo Council, to which they applied, for­
tunately provided them with a place. 

The problem now is lack of money to 
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f i n a n c e t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n . M e m b e r s h a v e o p t ­
e d f o r f r u i t a n d v e g e t a b l e s e l l i n g i n o r d e r 
t o r a i s e f u n d s f o r t h e b u i l d i n g . T h r o u g h t h i s 
e x e r c i s e , t h e y m a n a g e d t o r a i s e $ 1 8 0 , 0 0 . 
T h e y a l s o t h i n k o f f i n a n c i a l d o n o r s f o r t h e 
c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e s e w i n g h o u s e , f o r b u y ­
i n g f e n c i n g m a t e r i a l s o f t h e g a r d e n , t h e 

w a t e r i n g c a n s a n d t h e s i n k i n g o f t h e 
b o r e h o l e . 

A t p r e s e n t , t h e y u s e c l a y p o t s t o f e t c h 
w a t e r f r o m t h e r i v e r t o i r r i g a t e t h e i r v e g e t a ­
b le ' s . N a t u r a l R e s o u r c e s B o a r d o f f i c i a l s n o w 
f o r b i d t h e s e c o - o p t e r s t o f e t c h w a t e r f r o m 

t h e r i v e r . A l i t t l e d a m o r b o r e h o l e w i l l h e l p 
t o w a r d s s o l v i n g t h e i r p r o b l e m . O n c e t h i s i s 
o v e r c o m e t h e m e m b e r s w o u l d w a n t t o a c ­
c o m m o d a t e t h e i r c h i l d r e n i n t h e c o - o p e r a t i v e 
p r o j e c t p a r t i c u l a r l y s c h o o l - l e a v e r s t o e n s u r e 
t h e i r a s s i s t a n c e a n d p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n s o c i a l 
a n d e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t . • 

FOCUS ON 
Masvingo 

N y a j e n a D i s t r i c t : Z o r o g w i W o m e n ' s 
C o - o p e r a t i v e A s p i r e s f o r S e l f - R e l l a n c 4 
C o m m u n i t y - b a s e d S o l u t i o n s t o P r o b i a 

a n d 

F o r m e d i n 1 9 8 4 b y 4 8 l o c a l w o m e n , 
Z o r o g w i c o - o p e r a t i v e i n N y a j e n a 

m a k e s u n i f o r m s t o s a t i s f y t h e n e e d s o f t h e 
l o c a l s c h o o l c o m m u n i t y . 

A c o u n c i l l o r f o r N y a j e n a W a r d 3 0 , w h e r e , 
t h e c o - o p i s f o u n d , a n d a l s o a s c h o o l t e a c h e r 
a n d i n s t r u c t o r i n s e w i n g , C o m r a d e F u n g a i 
M a z a n i s a i d t h a t t h e c o - o p e r a t i v e m e m b e r s 
c o n t r i b u t e d m o n e t a r i l y t o b u y c l o t h i n g . 

S h e s a i d t h a t s h e c o n t r i b u t e d h e r o w n s e w ­
i n g m a c h i n e a n d a d d e d , " A t p r e s e n t w e 
h a v e t h r e e m a c h i n e s d o n a t e d b y t h e o r g a n i ­
z a t i o n f o r t h e C o l l e c t i v e C o - o p e r a t i v e s o f 
Z i m b a b w e ( O C C Z I M ) . " 

OCCZIM also gave the co-operators six 
bundles of cloths, four tapemeasures, four 
p a i r s o f s c i s s o r s , f o u r b o x e s o f s o f t p i n s a n d 
t e n r o l l s o f s e w i n g c o t t o n . 

Aim 
" W i t h t h i s l i t t l e m a t e r i a l b a s i s , w e m a n a g e d 
t o e s t a b l i s h o u r c o - o p e r a t i v e , t h e o b j e c t i v e 
b e i n g t o m a k e c h e a p e r u n i f o r m s f o r o u r 
s c h o o l c h i l d r e n a n d t o h e l p t h e l o c a l c o m ­
m u n i t y t o m e n d t h e i r c l o t h e s a t a f f o r d a b l e 
p r i c e s . T h i s c o l l e c t i v e p r o j e c t a l s o a i d s u s 
i n c r e a t i n g s e l f - e m p l o y m e n t i n t h e r u r a l a r e a 
s o a s t o g e t m o n e y t o s u s t a i n o u r f a m i l i e s , " 
s a i d C o m r a d e M a z a n i . 

S h e c o n t i n u e d s a y i n g t h a t " t h r o u g h o r ­
g a n i s e d c o l l e c t i v e w o r k , w e m a n a g e d t o 
r a i s e $ 1 0 0 0 , 0 0 w h i c h w e b a n k e d . " 

B e s i d e s s h a r i n g a l i t t l e m o n e y t o b u y s o a p 
a n d s a l t , Z o r o g w i W o m e n ' s C o - o p e r a t o r s 
h e l p t h e i r h u s b a n d s b y s e w i n g t h e i r t a t t e r e d 
s h i r t s a n d t r o u s e r s . 

" O u r g r o u p a s p i r e s f o r s e l f - r e l i a n c e a n d 
c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d s o l u t i o n s t o o u r l o c a l 
p r o b l e m s . W e e a g e r l y l e a r n s k i l l s i m p a r t e d 
b y o r g a n i s a t i o n s s u c h a s t h e A s s o c i a t i o n o f 
W o m e n ' s C l u b s o f Z i m b a b w e b a s e d i n H a ­
r a r e . T h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e 
M i n i s t r y o f C o m m u n i t y D e v e l o p m e n t a n d 
W o m e n ' s A f f a i r s r e g u l a r l y s e n d p e o p l e t o 
t e a c h u s t h e b a s i c s k i l l s i n s e w i n g . " C o m ­
r a d e M a z a n i w e n t f u r t h e r : 

" A g r i t e x , H e a l t h o f f i c i a l s , L o c a l G o v e r n ­
m e n t o f f i c e r s a n d t h e L o c a l H e a d m a s t e r s 
t e a c h a n d a d v i s e u s t o o . " 

C o m r a d e F u n g a l M a z a n i ( l e f t ) — C o u n c i l l o r f o r N y a j e n a W a r d 3 0 

Setback 
T h e c o - o p e r a t i v e i s n o t y e t r e g i s t e r e d . T h e 
w o m e n a r e s t r u g g l i n g t o g e t i t l e g a l i z e d . 

B e s i d e s s e w i n g , c o - o p e r a t o r s h a v e s t a r t ­
e d v e g e t a b l e g a r d e n i n g b u t t h e r e i s a 
p r o b l e m o f w a t e r . S o a b o r e h o l e i s n e e d e d . 

S o m e m e m b e r s a b s e n t t h e m s e l v e s r e g i ^ 
l a r l y w h i l e o t h e r s w a n t t o s h a r e t h e p r o c e e d s 
o f c o - o p e r a t i v e w o r k e a r l y . A f e w a r e l a z y . 
T h i s s l o w s d o w n t h e p a c e o f c o - o p e r a t i v e 

d e v e l o p m e n t . I f m o r e s e w i n g m a c h i n e s w e r e 
a v a i l a b l e , t h e m e m b e r s w o u l d b e a b l e t o i n ­
c r e a s e t h e v o l u m e o f t h e i r o p e r a t i o n s . T h e 
c o - o p e r a t o r s w e l c o m e a n y k i n d o f a s s i s t a n c e 
i n o r d e r t o s e c u r e m o r e s e w i n g m a c h i n e s . 

A t p r e s e n t , " w e a i m t o b u i l d a b i g h o u s e 
f o r o u r s e w i n g a c t i v i t i e s . B r i c k s a r e a l r e a d y 
m o u l d e d b u t w h a t l a c k s i s a f u n d t o s e c u r e 
a b u i l d e r . $ 3 5 0 0 0 , 0 0 w o u l d b e e n o u g h t o 
f i n a n c e t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n , t o b u y o t h e r b u i l d ­
i n g m a t e r i a l s a n d t o s i n k a b o r e h o l e " s h e 
c o n c l u d e d . . • 
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I 

R u r a l s e l f -
e m p l o y m e n t 

c r e a t i o n 

n o r d e r t o c r ea t e s e l f - e m p l o y m e n t a n d 
p r o v i d e s e r v i c e s ' t o t h e s u r r o u n d i n g 
c d m m u n i t y five r u r a l m e n a n d t h r e e 

y o u t h s f o r m e d a c o - o p i n A p r i l t h i s y e a r t o 
e m b a r k o n b r e a d - b a k i n g at N y a h o m b e R u r a l 
S e r v i c e C e n t r e n e a r T o k w e B r i d g e i n M a s v i -
n g o P r o v i n c e . 

T h e C h a i r m a n o f T a s v u n u r a B a k e r y c o ­
o p e r a t i v e C o m r a d e C h e n j e r a i B e v h u r a r e v ­
e a l e d t h a t t h e V i c e - C h a i r p e r s o n w h o o n c e 
w o r k e d f o r C h e z i y a B a k e r y i n M a s v i n g o be­
f o r e b e i n g e x p e l l e d i s e x p e r i e n c e d i n 
b r e a d - b a k i n g . 

" W e t ^ a d v a n t a g e o f h i s e x p e r i e n c e i n 
b r e a d - b a k i n g , a n d w e w e r e a b l e t o c r ea t e 
r u r a l s e l f - e m p l o y m e n t f o r o u r s e l v e s " s a id 
C o m r a d e C h e n j e r a i . S o t h e o n e t r a i n e d 
m e m b e r t eaches o t h e r s h o w t o b a k e b r e a d . 

W i t h $ 3 0 0 , 0 0 dona ted b y t h e o w n e r o f t he 
b u i l d i n g i n w h i c h t h e c o - o p e r a t o r s b a k e 
b r e a d , t h e y b o u g h t t w o bags o f f l o u r a n d 2 0 
l i t r e s o f c o o k i n g o i l , s u g a r a n d s a l t . S o f a r 
these r u r a l b r e a d - m a k e r s h a v e succes s f i iUy 

s u p p l i e d b r e a d t o t h e l o c a l c o m m u n i t y o f t h e 
N y a h o m b e R e s e t t l e m e n t S c h e m e , t o b u s i ­
ness p e o p l e f r o m D a r e , G o r o r o , R a z i , 
C h a s i y a , T e n d e , M u s v o v i , S h o n g a m i t i a n d 
s o o n . 

B r e a d o u t p u t w o u l d be i n c r e a s e d p r o v i d ­
e d a c c o m m o d a t i o n a n d e l e c t r i c i t y p r o b l e m s 
a r e r e s o l v e d . 

A t p r e s e n t , t h e m e m b e r s o f t h e c o ­
o p e r a t i v e a r e l o o k i n g f o r a s tand u p o n w h i c h 
t o b u i l d a b a k e r y . I t i s h o p e d t h a t t h e R e s e t ­
t l e m e n t o f f i c e r C o m r a d e P . M a d z i k a n d a w i l l 
d o h i s best t o secure a p i e c e o f l a n d f o r t h e 
c o - o p e r a t o r s w h o h a v e a l r e a d y c o m p l e t e d 
s o m e f o r m s w h i c h w e r e sen t t o H a r a r e f o r 
a p p r o v a l . T h e m e m b e r s a r e a l s o s e e k i n g 
f i n a n c i a l a s s i s t a n c e f r o m t h e n o n ­
g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s a n d g o v e r n ­
m e n t . G o v e r n m e n t o f f i c i a l s d e a l i n g w i t h c o ­
o p e r a t i v e s Sihould assist i n f a c i l i t a t i n g l e g a l i ­
z a t i o n o f t h e c o - o p t h r o u g h w h i c h t h e m e m ­
b e r s i n t e n d t o c r e a t e a n d e x p a n d r u r a l e m ­
p l o y m e n t o p p o r m n i t i e s . • 

FOCUS ON 
M a s v i n g o 

P r egnan t w o m e n f r o m the s u r r o u n d i n g 
r u r a l a reas a r e sub jec ted t o u n h e a l t h 
c o n d i t i o n s at N g u n d u G o v e r n m e n t 

C l i n i c b u i l t i n 1984 at N g u n d u G r o w t h P o i n t 
i n t he C h i v i D i s t r i c t i n M a s v i n g o P r o v i n c e . 

A Zimbabwe News r e p o r t e r v i s i t e d t h e 
c l i n i c r ecen t ly . T h e nurses w o r k i n g t h e r e r e -
fiised t o be i n t e r v i e w e d s a y i n g i t w a s agains t 
g o v e r n m e n t r e g u l a t i o n s t o d i sc lo se a n y i n ­
f o r m a t i o n r e l a t i n g t o t h e i r w o r k w i t h o u t per­
m i s s i o n f r o m t h e i r s u p e r i o r s . H o w e v e r , per­
m i s s i o n w a s g r a n t e d t o cha t w i t h a n u m b e r 
o f expec tan t m o t h e r s a t t h e c l i n i c . 

No cotton, no light and soap 
T h e first i n t e r v i e w e e w a s M r s K e r e s i n a 
C h i s a s a w h o c o m e s f r o m t h e a r e a n e a r 
G o r o r o S c h o o l . S h e c a m e t o t h e c l i n i c o n 
the 13 th o f Sep tember , h e r n i n t h m o n t h . S h e 
sa id she w a s g l a d t h a t t h e l o c a l n u r s e s d o 
t h e i r best t o t each t h e l o c a l c o m m u n i t y o n 
F a m i l y P l a n n i n g , o n f e e d i n g c h i l d r e n w i t h 
d i f f e r e n t k i n d s o f f o o d a n d o n h e a l t h 
p r o b l e m s b u t she w a s d i s a p p o i n t e d w i t h t he 
c o n d i t i o n s u n d e r w h i c h t h e y l i v e d a t t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t c l i n i c . 

' ' W h e n w e g i v e b i r t h , w e a re n o t supp l i ed 
w i t h c o t t o n . >ye k n o w w e are e n t i d e d t o co t ­
t o n b u t w e a r e n o t g i v e n . T h e r e s u l t i s t h a t 
s o m e t i m e s t h e r e is a h o r r i b l e s m e l l o f b l o o d 
i n t he w a r d . " , 

T o w o r s e n t h e p l i g h t , t h e r e i s n o s h o w e r 
o r e n o u g h w a t e r t o w a s h a f t e r g i v i n g b i r t h . 
T h e w a t e r w h i c h i s u sed t h e r e i s g o t f r o m 
t h e t ape . I t i s c o l d w a t e r w h i c h i s n o t g o o d 

A p a l l i n g C o n d i t i o n s a t 
N g u n d u G o v e r n m e n t C l i n i c 

f o r m o t h e r s a n d bab ies . W h e n m o t h e r s g i v e 
b i r t h , babies a r e t a k e n h o m e u n w a s h e d ; t h e y 
a r e w a s h e d a t h o m e because n u r s e s d o n o t 
h a v e adequa te p l ace s . 

A n o t h e r w o m a n w h o r e fused t o b e n a m e d 
s a i d t h a t t h e r e a r e n o l i g h t s a t t h e c l i n i c a n d 
" w e l i se candles . I f o n e does n o t h a v e a can ­
d l e , i t i s a p r o b l e m . . . Y o u h a v e t o g i v e 
b i r t h i n d a r k n e s s " . 

A r e a l p a r a d o x ! I s n ' t ? W h e r e t h e r e a r e 
e l e c t r i c i t y i n s t a l l a t i o n s r i g h t o n t h e c l i n i c 
p r e m i s e s ! T h i s i s a s e r i o u s p r o b l e m w h i c h 
s h o u l d b e add re s sed t o b y t h e r e l e v a n t 
M i n i s t r y . 

T h e G o v e r n m e n t s h o u l d a l s o d o s o m e ­
t h i n g t o p r o v i d e soap f o r m o t h e r s a t t h i s c l i n ­
i c . T h e soap i s f o r w a s h i n g g o v e r n m e n t 
sheets . A t p resen t , pa t i en t s b u y soap t o w a s h 
t h o s e sheets y e t i n o t h e r g o v e r n m e n t c l i n ­
ics i t i s n o t s o . 

No phones, maternity clothes, beds 
and medical staff 

T h e m e a n s o f c o m m u n i c a t i o n i s v e r y p o o r 
because t h e r e i s n o p h o n e . W h e n a m o t h e r 
i s a f f ec t ed b y p r e g n a n c y c o m p l i c a t i o n s , 
nu r se s use p h o n e s o f t h e l o c a l b u s i n e s s m e n . 
S o m e t i m e s pa t i en t s h a v e t o w a i t m a n y h o u r s 
b e f o r e a n a m b u l a n c e a r r i v e s t o t a k e t h e m 
t b M a s v i n g o T o w n w h i c h i s 9 5 k i l o m e t r e s 
a w a y . I f t h e a m b u l a n c e a r r i v e s v e r y l a t e , t he 
l i f e o f t h e m o t h e r i s e n d a n g e r e d . 

C a n ' t t h e g o v e r n m e n t d o s o m e t h i n g t o i n -
s t a l a p h o n e t o save l i v e s o f t h e m o t h e r s . 

p a r t o f t h e masses w h o p l a y e d a c r u c i a l r o l e 
i n t h e w a r of l i b e r a t i o n ? T h e c o n t r i b u t i o n 
o f t h e r u r a l masses t o o u r n a t i o n a l i n d e p e n ­
d e n c e i s u n d i s p u t e d ! 

U p t o n o w , e x p e c t a n t m o t h e r s a t N g u n ­
d u d o n o t h a v e m a t e r n i t y dresses ; t h e y use 
t h e i r t a t t e r e d c l o t h e s w h i c h t h e y b r i n g f r o m 
t h e i r r u r a l h o m e s . T h i s i s a h e a l t h h a z a r d 
b o t h t o t h e m o t h e r a n d c h i l d . 

T h e s i t u a t i o n i s aggrava ted b y l a c k o f beds 
f o r s i c k m o t h e r s . T h e r e i s o n l y o n e b e d 
w h i c h i s s h a r e d b y a l l t h e m o t h e r s , t o g i v e 
b i r t h . I f say five w o m e n g e t l a b o u r p a i n s a t 
t h e s a m e t i m e , t h e o t h e r f o u r h a v e t o g i v e 
b i r t h o n t h e floor; u s u a l l y o n the m a t s w h i c h 
t h e y b r i n g f r o i p t h e i r h o m e s . 

A t o t h e r g o v e n u n e n t c l i n i c s o r h o s p i t a l s , 
t h e r e a r e n u r s e s a n d w o r k e r s t o w a s h preg­
n a n t m o t h e r s b u t at N g u n d u C l i n i c n o o n e 
d o e s t h a t . M a y b e i t i s because o f s h o r t a g e 
o f s t a f f ! S o i t i s u p t o t h e l o c a l M e m b e r o f 
P a r l i a m e n t ( H u n g w e ) t o d o s o m e t h i n g t o 
b r i n g t o t h e a t t e n t i o n o f t h e g o v e r n m e n t t h i s 
N g u n d u h e a l t h p r o b l e m . 

Unhealthy accommodation. 
T h e e x p e c t a n t m o t h e r s w h o c o m e t o N g u n ­
d u G o v e r n m e n t C l i n i c t o g i v e b i r t h a r e e x ­
p o s e d t o u n h e a l t h y c o n d i t i o n s . T h e y s l eep 
o n m a t s w h i c h t h e y sp read u p o n t h e c e m e n t 
floor o f t h e t w o b u i l d i n g b l o c k s w i t h n o w i n ­
d o w panes . A t n i g h t , t h e y a r e m e r c i l e s s l y 
b i t t e n b y m o s q u i t o e s . T h e y a re i n d a n g e r o f 

(Continued on next page) 
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M a s v i n g o Y o u t h s w e l c o m e t h e U n i t y 
a g r e e m e n t a c h i e v e d b y Z A N U ( P F ) 

a n d P F - Z A P U a n d w i l l d o e v e r y t h i n g t o 
sa fe -gua rd i t . 

I t i s t h e U n i t y A c c o r d w h i c h has m a d e i t 
p o s s i b l e f o r t he i n t e g r a t i o n t a s k f o r c e s t o 

ApiMlling conditions at Ngundu 
Governmont ciinic 
(Continued from page 31} 

m a l a r i a . I t i s s o m e t i m e s c o l d o r h o t depend­
i n g o n t h e p r e v a i l i n g w e a t h e r . 

A v i s i t o r w o u l d e a s i l y n o t i c e a l o t o f flies 
h o v e r i n g u p o n t h e f o o d a n d l i t t l e p o t s 
b r o u g h t b y t h e m o t h e r s f r o m t h e i r h o m e s . 

M o r e o v e r , t h e p r e g n a n t m o t h e r i s n o t a l ­
l o w e d t o c o m e w i t h s o m e o n e t o c o o k a n d 
t a k e c a r e f o r h e r . I t i s t h i s c l i n i c ' . s r e g u l a ­
t i o n w h i c h m o t h e r s d o n o t u n d e r s t a n d . " W e 
d o n o t f a v o u r t h i s r e g u l a t i o n because i f w e 
b e c o m e s e r i o u s l y s i c k , w e need s o m e o n e t o 
h e l p c o o k f o r u s , " t h e y a r g u e . 

I t i s h o p e d t h e g o v e r n m e n t , p a r t i c u l a r i y 
t h e M i n i s t r y o f H e a l t h w i l l i m m e d i a t e l y d o 
s o m e t h i n g t o r e c t i f y t h e a p p a l l i n g s i t u a t i o n 
at N g u n d u G o v e r n m e n t C l i n i c . • 

News in Brief 
t a c k l e t h e first t a s k o f c r e a t i n g P r o v i n c i a l 
T a s k F o r c e s t o a stage o f r e g i s t e r i n g c e l l / v i l ­
l age g r o u p s . T h e s e g r o u p s a r e a t p r e s e n t 
w a i t i n g f o r t h e n e w m e m b e r s h i p ca rds a n d 
t h e e l e c t i o n o f c o m m i t t e e s . 

Security 
T h e s e c u r i t y s i t u a t i o n i n t h e five d i s t r i c t s o f 
M a s v i n g o i s s a t i s f a c t o r y e x c e p t i n t h e 
C h i r e d z i D i s t r i c t w h i c h is o f t e n d i s t u r b e d 
b y t h e S o u t h A f r i c a s p o n s o r e d M N R 
b a n d i t s . 

S o m e t i m e i n J u n e t h i s y e a r , t h e Y o u t h s 
o f M a s v i n g o h e l d a m e e t i n g w i t h S e c u r i t y 
o f f i c e r s f r o m t h e P a r t y H e a d q u a r t e r s a n d 
w i t h s o m e f r o m t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f N a t i o n ­
a l S e c u r i t y . T h e y e x p l a i n e d t h e s e c u r i t y 
p r o b l e m s . S i n c e t h e n t h e s i t u a t i o n i n C h i r e d ­
z i h a s i m p r o v e d . 

Heroes Day 
T h o u g h a t t e n d a n c e w a s n o t s a t i s f a c t o r y , a l l 
d i s t r i c t s i n M a s v i n g o c e l e b r a t e d t h e H e r o e s 
D a y . O n t h e day i n q u e s t i o n , 5 4 he roes w e r e 
r e b u r i e d i n B i k i t a , ' 1 1 i n M w e n e z i , 4 5 i n 
C h i r e d z i , 8 6 i n C h i v i , 7 7 i n Z a k a a n d i n 
M a s v i n g o D i s t r i c t 9 . I n G u t u , t h e r e m a i n s 
o f 4 1 7 h e r o e s h a v e b e e n l o c a t e d a n d t h e y 
a r e y e t t o be r e b u r i e d . 

Unemployment 
M a s v i n g o , l a c k i n g i n i n d u s t r i a l d e v e l o p ­
m e n t , i s o n e o f t h e d e n s e l y p o p u l a t e d 
p r o v i n c e s i n t h e c o u n t r y . T o t h a t e n d , t h e 
l e v e l o f u n e m p l o y m e n t i s v e r y h i g h . I t a f ­
fec ts t h e Y o u t h s . 

S m a l l - s c a l e y o u t h p r o j e c t s c a i l n o t c rea te 
e n o u g h j o b s o r a b s o r b m a n y p e o p l e . M a s ­
v i n g o Y o u t h s h o p e t h a t t h e N a t i o n a l S e c r e ­
t a r y f o r Y o u t h t o o k n o t e o f t h e i r needs d u r ­
i n g h i s v i s i t . 

Training and Culture 
Y o u t h s i n M i s v i n g p w o u l d l i k e t o s i n c e r e ­
l y t h a n k t h e N a t i o n a l S c h o l a r s h i p C o m m i t ­
t ee f o r g r a n t i n g s c h o l a r s h i p s t o s o m e P a r t y 
Y o u t h s t o s tudy ove r seas . S e v e n students a r e 
a l r e a d y b e n e f i t i n g f r o m these s c h o l a r s h i p s . 

H o w e v e r , a l o t o f y o u t h r o a m t h e s t ree ts 
o f M a s v i n g o t o w n s a n d G r o w t h P o i n t s be­
cause s o m e d o n o t h a v e ' O ' l e v e l passes. 
T h e c o u r s e s o f f e r e d at s o m e i n s t i t u t i o n s a r e 
n o t adequa te so t h e y o u t h s f ee l t h a t i t w o u l d 
b e b e t t e r t o e s t a b l i s h i n M a s v i n g o P r o v i n c e 
m o r e t r a i n i n g co l l eges t o ca ter f o r t h e needy 
y o u t h s p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e areas o f b u i l d i n g , 
c a r p e n t r y , c o - o p e r a t i v e m a n a g e m e n t , b o o k ­
k e e p i n g a n d so o n . ' • 

B i t t e r A b o u t N o n - p r o m o t i o n 

I n A p r i l t h i s y e a r , w e p u b l i s h e d i n t h e 
Z i m b a b w e N e w s S p e c i a l I s s u e a r e p o r t 
o n t h e p r o b l e m o f i n t e g r a t i o n a n d p r o ­

m o t i o n e x e r c i s e o f t h e e x - c o m b a t a n t s , (see 
page 2 6 ) . 

T h e D i r e c t o r o f P r i s o n s sa id t h e e x e r c i s e 
has b e e n v e r y s l o w d u e t o a s h a r p d r o p i n 
the p r i s o n p o p u l a t i o n . A c c o r d i n g t o a r e p o r t 
b y C o m r a d e C h a r l e s M a n z i n i , t h e D e p u t y 
P u b l i c R e l a t i o n s O f f i c e r ( P r i s o n S e r v i c e ) , 
the 1 9 8 0 genera l a m n e s t y d r a s t i c a l l y reduced 
the p r i s o n p o p u l a t i o n f r o m 2 2 0 0 0 t o a b o u t 
5 5 0 0 . T h i s , he s a i d , m u s t h a v e b e e n t h e 
r e a s o n f o r r e t a r d i n g i n t e g r a t i o n o r p r o m o ­
t i o n o f e x - c o m b a t a n t s . 

Embittered Ex-combatants Speak out 
Some ex-combatants who have been lucky 
to be integrated i n t h e Prison Service hold 
d i f f e r e n t v i e w s r e g a r d i n g t h e i r p r o m o t i o n . 

" C h a n c e s o f p r o m o t i o n a r e v e r y s l i m , " 
said C o m r a d e X , a 3 0 - y e a r o l d e x - c o m b a t a n t 

s t a t i o n e d i n B u l a w a y o . T h e r e a s o n s f o r n o t 
b e i n g c o n s i d e r e d i n p r o m o t i o n a r e that m o s t 
o f t h e e x - c o m b a t a n t s a r e n o t i n a p o s i t i o n 
t o k n o w m o s t o f t h e t h i n g s , t h e y a r e b a r r e d 
b y " t h e o l d g u a r d s i n t h e s e r v i c e " . A c c e s s 
t o a d m i n i s t r a t i v e issues o r s t a f f i s l i m i t e d be­
cause " W e h a v e l o w r a n k s " h e s a i d a d d i n g 
t h a t " I h a v e t h e l o w e s t r a n k i n t h e p r i s o n 
s e r v i c e . " 

C o m r a d e X has " O " L e v e l s a n d says i s 
a w a r e o f t h e m a i n obs t ac l e s t o t h e p r o m o ­
t i o n o f e x - c o m b a t a n t s n a m e l y , t h e y h a v e 
l o w e r r a n k s , a d m i n i s t r a t i o n does n o t expose 
t h e m t o o f f i c e w o r k becaus^ i t a r g u e s t h a t 
t h e y a r e t o o j u n i o r t o b e i n o f f i c e s a n d t h e 
s e n i o r s m o s t o f w h o m s e r v e d i n t h e c o l o n i ­
a l r e g i m e s a r e j e a l o u s a b o u t t h e y o u n g ac­
t i v e e x - f i g h t e r s . 

Experience 
C o m r a d e X w h o s e C h i m u r e n g a n a m e w a s 
B e e w e n t t o M o z a m b i q u e i n 1 9 7 7 f r o m 
w h e r e h e w a s sent f o r m i l i t a r y T r a i n i n g i n 

S y r i a i n 1 9 7 9 . I n t h e s a m e y e a r , h e o p e r a t ­
e d i n T e t e from w h e r e h e w e n t t o M a r y 
M o u n t A s s e m b l y P o i n t i n 1 9 8 0 t o w a i t f o r 
i n t e g r a t i o n i n the Z i m b a b w e N a t i o n a l A r m y . 

H e w a s d e m o b l i z e d i n 1 9 8 2 . F r o m 1 9 8 3 
t o 1 9 8 4 h e w a s s t u d y i n g ' O ' L e v e l b y c o r ­
r e s p o n d e n c e . H e sat f o r t he e x a m i n a t i o n i n 
1 9 8 5 . I n 1 9 8 6 , he j o i n e d t h e P r i s o n S e r v ­
i c e a f t e r t r a i n i n g at C h i k u r u b i . H e s t u d i e d 
t h e P r i s o n A c t , P r i s o n r e g u l a t i o n s a n d P r i ­
s o n S t a n d i n g O r d e r s f o r s i x m o n t h s b e f o r e 
he w a s pos ted t o B u l a w a y o i n O c t o b e r 1 9 8 6 . 

" W e h a v e g o t t h e p o t e n t i a l a n d i d e o l o g y 
b u t W e a r e n o t g i v e n chances o f p r o m o t i o n . 
W e a l s o h a v e e x p e r i e n c e g a i n e d i n t h e b u s h 
d u r i n g t h e w a r . " 

I t i s a fac t t h a t t h e P r i s o n S e r v i c e needs 
p e o p l e w i t h m i l i t a r y e x p e r i e n c e b u t t he o l d 
g u a r d s d o n o t c o n s i d e r o u r e x p e r i e n c e i n 
w a r . S o t h e y c o n s i d e r t h e e x - c o m b a t a n t s as 
n o t h i n g . 
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Other Reasons for non-promotion 
C o m r a d e W i s a n o t h e r e x - c o m b a t a n t s w h o m 
w e h a d a c h a n c e t o i n t e r v i e w . B o m i n 1 9 6 0 . 
C o m r a d e W w e n t t o M o z a m b i q u e a n d 
s t a y e d a t C h i b a w a w a i n 1 9 7 7 . 

I n 1 9 7 9 , h e w a s s e n t t o u n d e r g o m i l i t a r y 
t r a i n i n g i n S y r i a . I n O c t o b e r o f t h e s a m e 
y e a r , h e w a s s e n t t o M a v h o n d e b y t h e M i l i ­
t a r y T r a i n i n g D e p a r t m e n t t o b e c o m e a n i n ­
s t r u c t o r . T h u s , h e c o n t i n u e d t o t r a i n o t h e r 
c o m r a d e s t i l l 1 9 8 0 , t h e y e a r i n w h i c h h e 
w e n t t o C h i t u n g w i z a A s s e m b l y P o i n t . I n t h e 
s a m e y e a r , h e w a s i n t e g r a t e d i n t h e 5 t h 
B r i g a d e ( G u k u r a h u n d i ) . I n 1 9 8 3 , h e w a s 

- d e m o b i l i z e d . H e a n d o t h e r d e m o b e e s 
f o r m e d a c o - o p e r a t i v e ( D o n C a r l o s C o n ­
s u m e r C o - o p e r a t i v e ) w h i c h w a s t o o p e r a t e 
i n C h i t u n g w i z a . H o w e v e r , t h e c o - o p d i s m a l ­
l y f a i l e d i n 1 9 8 5 a n d o n 2 n d M a y 1 9 8 6 C o m ­
r a d e W j o i n e d t h e P r i s o n S e r v i c e a f t e r s i x -
m o n t h s t r a i n i n g a t C h i k u r u b i . 

D i s s a t i s f i e d 
C o m r a d e W i s d i s s a t i s f i e d b e c a u s e o f n o n -
p r o m o t i o n i n h i s p r e s e n t e m p l o y m e n t . 
A m o n g r e a s o n s f o r n o n - p r o m o t i o n a r e t h e 
c o m m o n m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g b e t w e e n t h e 
f o r m e r g u a r d s a n d e x - c o m b a t a n t s , l a c k o f 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f e x - c o m b a t a n t s i n t h e s e n i o r 
p o s i t i o n s i n t h e p r i s o n s e r v i c e . T h e h i g h e s t 
r a n k o f e x - c o m b a t a n t i s t h a t o f t h e P r i n c i p a l 
P r i s o n O f f i c e r . U n l i k e i n t h e A r m y a n d t h e 
P o l i c e , n o e x - c o m b a t a n t i h t h e P r i s o n S e r v ­
i c e h a s b e e n i s s u e d w i t h a L i b e r a t i o n M e d a l . 

" T h e m o s t d i s a p p o i n t i n g t h i n g i s t h a t t h e 
o l d g u a r d s w h o s e r v e d i n t h e c o l o n i a l s y s ­
t e m s t i l l c o n t i n u e t o p u t o n M e d a l s o f 

Grinding Mills to Spread 
to growth Points 
by J. Ngwenya 

C hiriciieiia, successful in running 
businesses in Harare and 
Bulawayo, has decided to embark 

on big business — The Milling Project 
whkh is aiming to serving people in the 
rural areas. 

The ambitious businessman has plans 
to fanport Grindtaig Mill Equipment worth 
over one million dollars. 

R h o d e s , t h e R h o d e s i a n m e d a l s t h e y w e r e 
g i v e n d u r i n g t h e c o l o n i a l d a y s ! " s a i d C o m ­
r a d e W . 

I t i s r e a l l y d e m o r a l i z i n g t o n o t e t h a t m a n y 
C o m r a d e s c a r r i e d o u t t h e m i s s i o n g i v e n b y 
t t ^ P a r t y ; t h e y h a v e d o n e C o m p a n y B a t a l -
l i o n C o m m a n d e r C o u r s e s a n d D i p l o m a s i n 

f I ^ h e s i s t e r s a n d n u r s e s o f H i g h f i e l d 
I P o l y c l i n i c s h o u l d b e c o m m e n d e d f o r 

A. d o i n g a g o o d j o b o f t r e a t i n g p a t i e n t s 
n i c e l y a n d l e c t u r i n g t o t h e m e v e r y m o r n i n g 
o n s i x c h i l d k i l l e r d i s e a s e s : m e a s l e s , t u b e r ­
c u l o s i s , d i p h t h e r i a , w h o o p i n g c o u g h , t e t a ­
n u s a n d p o l i o . 

O n e o f t h e S t a t e R e g i s t e r e d N u r s e s , S i s ­
t e r M u r a s h i k i s a i d , w h i l e l e c t u r i n g t o o u t ­
p a t i e n t s o n e m o r n i n g : 

" I t i s o u r d u t y a n d t h e d u t y o f a l l p a r e n t s 
t o p r e v e n t d i s e a s e s a n d s i c k n e s s e s i n o r d e r 
t o s a v e t h e l i v e s o f o u r c h i l d r e n . W e c a n d o 
i t b y b e i n g c l e a n e v e r y t i m e . I f a c h i l d b e ­
c o m e s s i c k o r i s a f f e c t e d b y m e a s l e s , s o r e 
e y e s , d i a r r h o e a , t a k e i t t o t h e n e a r e s t c l i n i c 
o r h o s p i t a l f o r m e d i c a l t r e a t m e n t . " 

A p a r t f r o m t e a c h i n g t h e s y m p t o m s o f 
m e a s l e s , t h e H i g h f i e l d P o l y c l i n i c n u r s e s d i s ­
c o u r a g e s u p e r s t i t i o n . " W e w a n t t o s a v e t h e 

The Managing Director of Shirichena 
Group, Comrade Reuben Zemura said 
that the Milling Equipment will be dis 
tributed to various Growth Points 
throughout the country. 

"We shaU mstaU Grinding Mills in 
Kezi, Nkayi, Murdiwa, Phuntree, Jotsho-
lo, Binga, Gokwe, Shurugwi, Mbereng-
wa, Gutu, Chivi, Chirumanzi, Wedza, 
Chlweshe, Rusape, Chipmge and so on," 
he said. 

Comrade Zemura further said that,the 
Shiricliena Group will draw people from 
various districts to undergo trainfaig m the 
operation of the Grinding Mills so that 

S y r i a , C h i n a e t c y e t t h e s e a r e n o t 
c o n s i d e r e d . 

I t i s t h e w i s h o f m a n y , i f n o t a l l t h e e x -
c o m b a t a n t s t h a t " s o m e o f o u r y e a r s a b r o a d 
a n d i n t h e s t r u g g l e s h o u l d a l s o b e c o n s i d e r e d 
a s y e a r s o f e x p e r i e n c e f o r p u r p o s e s o f p e n ­
s i o n a n d p r o m o t i o n i n e m p l o y m e n t . " • 

l i v e s o f c h i l d r e n . I t i s o n l y t h e s c i e n t i f i c 
m e t h o d s o f t r e a t m e n t t h a t c a n e f f e c t i v e l y 
c u r e d i s e a s e s , " s a i d S i s t e r M u r a s h i k i . S h e 
p o i n t e d o u t t h a t s o m e c h u r c h e s f o r i n s t a n c e 
t h e A p o s t o l i c F a i t h , p r e a c h t h a t c h i l d r e n 
s h o u l d n o t b e i n j e c t e d b u t " w e a l l k n o w t h a t 
G o d h e l p s t h o s e w h o h e l p t h e m s e l v e s " . S o 
t h e p a r e n t s s h o u l d b e a d v i s e d t o h e l p t h e m ­
s e l v e s b y b r i n g i n g t h e i r c h i l d r e n t o t h e c l i n i c 
o r h o s p i t a l t o b e t r e a t e d o r g e t i m m u n i z e d . 

I t i s t h e d u t y o f t h o s e p a r e n t s w i t h a 
k n o w l e d g e o f h y g i e n e t o t e a c h t h e i r n e i g h ­
b o u r s . H e l p i n g e a c h o t h e r i s g o o d b e c a u s e 
i t s a v e s h u m a n l i f e . I n a d d i t i o n , p a r e n t s a r e 
r e s p o n s i b l e p e o p l e w h o s h o u l d t a l k t o o r 
t e a c h t h e i r c h i l d r e n o n w a y s o f a v o i d i n g t h e 
s p r e a d o f d i s e a s e s . 

T h e H i g h f i e l d P o l y c l i n i c n u r s e s a r e u r g ­
i n g p a r e n t s t o c o m m u n i c a t e w i t h t h e i r chjX-
d r e n , t e a c h i n g t h e m o n S e x u a l l y t r a n s m i t ­
t e d D i s e a s e s ( S T D ) a n d o n A I D S . • 

they will work in their respective locali­
ties. "This would also serve as employ­
ment creation," he added. 

It is hoped that the proUons of the peo­
ple bi the rural areas will be eased in that 
they will bring their grain crops for 
processing at low cost. Sorghum will also 
be processed. People in urban areas will 
no doubt benefit from the Milling Project 
in getting better quality mealie-meal. 

Apart from creating employment for 
some people in their respective areas, the 
project will of course enhance the quali­
ty of life of the people in those areas — 
a health advantage. • 

H l g h f l e l d P o l y c l i n i c — O c c a s i o n a l 
f r e e l e c t u r e s t o O u t p a t i e n t s 

FREELANCE E N G I N E E R I N G 

• Manufacturers of woodworking Machinery 
• Fitting and Turning 
• Mecfaanical Engineering 

THE 'A' TEAM 
P . O . Box 2 5 6 M u t a r e Phone 6 3 5 2 0 
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Slyli- N.v KC; o57S 
Such a comfortable feeling. 

I s n t 'A g r e a t . W h e n y o u c a n p u t y o u r f e e t u p 

a n d r e l a x . K n o w i n g y o u ' v e g o t t h e w i n n i n g t i c k e t . 

A n d y o u j u s t c a n t l o s e . S u c h a c o m f o r t a b l e feeling. 

J u s t l i k e w e a r i n g G r a s s h o p p e r s . 

Grassho 
S W )I-S 

the Fashion House of G & D Shoes, Belmont-

WORSE THAN 
A SHORTAGE. . . 

We reluctantly present our illustrated guide to 
guarding your remaining stocks of drive-belts. 

While every effort is being made to secure 
forex for raw materials, we regret to advise that 
back-orders for Wedge-, Vee- and Fan-Belts 
have reached 300 000. 

The problem is made worse by a chronic 
imbalance in demand for different sizes; which we 
hope to rectify before all your mining and industrial 
machinery and vehicles grind to a halt. 

Until then — guard those spare belts with your 
life! 

4 RUBBERS ALLIED 
PRODUCTSl^^Teo 

P.O. Box 8034, Belmont, Bulawayo, Zimbabwe Tel . 72544,/5, 70680 , 72556 , 71282/3 



FGRCA3iiniG i CMGntiOVv iCuAY 
I s s e l s i s c o m m i t t e d t o t h e a d v a n c e m e n t , d e v e l o p m e n t a n d i n v o l v e m e n t o f o u r 
e m p l o y e e s , o u r c o m m u n i t y a n d o u r n a t i o n . W e a t I s s e L s h a v e p r o v e d , t h r o u g h 
o u r a c h i e v e m e n t s , t h a t t h o u g h w e b e l o n g t o a T h i r d W o r l d c o u n t r y , w e h a v e 
F i r s t W o r l d s k i l l s c o m m i t t e d i n o u r s u p p o r t o f G o v e r n m e n t ' s a i m s a n d 
o b j e c t i v e s t h u s p r o m o t i n g c o m m u n i c a t i o n a n d c o - o p e r a t i o n a t a l l l e v e l s 
w i t h i n o u r c o m p a n y . W e e m b r a c e t h e e n g i n e e r i n g , m i n i n g e a r t h - m o v i n g a n d 
r a i l d e m a n d s o f o u r c o u n t r y a s w e l l a s t h e n o r t h e r n S A D C C s t a t e s . T e c h n o l o g y 
i s c o m p e t i t i v e p r o d u c t i v i t y , a n d p r o d u c t i v i t y i s a m a t t e r o f d e p e n d a b l e s e r v i c e 
w i t h p e r f o r m a n c e , t h a t i s w h a t c o u n t s . 

K h a m i R o a d H . I . S . , B u l a w a y o , Z i m b a b w e , P . O . B o x 2 1 9 9 , B u l a w a y o . P h o n e : - ( B | 6 9 0 1 1 . T e l e x : - " I S S E L S " 3 3 3 1 Z W 
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