|

| TWENTY YEARS
. OF SOCIALISM
Moo

. ALBANIA

TIRANA 1064






TWENTY YEARS
OF SOCIALISM
IN ALBANIA

LS LTD.
RESSIVE BOOKS & PERIODICA!
e 721 GERRARD STREET EAST,

TORONTO 8, ONTARIQ

THE «NAIM FRASRERI- STATE PUBLISHING HOUSE
TIRANA, 1984






CONTENTS

Page
Introduction  ..........n 2 3
The state system in the People’s Republic of Albania ...... 1%

Development of national economy in the People’s Republic
of Albania during 20 YEars «...eee.esescnereieieannenenes 47

Cultural revolution in Albania .

“The raising of people’s welfare in the People’s Republic of

Albania . smnare (108,




INTRODUCTION

None of the figures of speech used by poets is as fitting
to the history of the Albanian as its comparison with Phenix,
the mythical bird, which as often as it was consumed by fire
its own act, rose again from its ashe; and began its life
with renewed vigor.

The Albanians are the descendants of the ancient Illyrians
whose history begins much earlier than the Homeric tales. In
this territory of lofty mountains and deep blue seas, of awe-
inspiring mountain paths and green vales, of age-long forests
and alluvial plains, of precipitating streams and rivers and
the largest lakes in the Balkans, the Illyrians tilled the fields
and set up workshops, built forts and founded cities, carried on
trade and minted coins, built ships and bravely plied nearby
and [ar away seas and oceans during the first milleniun: before
our era. Then they set up their own independent states with
kings and armies, with friends and allies, with slaves and slave-
holders; and then they waged regular wars, at limes to
win at others to lose, at times to conquer at others to defend
themselves. But during the second century before our era,
everything that they had achieved during the thousand vears
of development and progress was crushed to smithereens. Illyria
was vanquished by Rome. The independent states were done
away with and, what is worse, the bulk of the Illyrian people
were subjugated for five centuries and a half by the iron rule of
Rome, which. with its military, political, economic and cultural
potency jeopardized the Illyrian ethnological race itself, Under
the severe punishments for repeated uprisings, as a vesult of
deportations to far away regions as slaves or undesirable ele-
ments and of a wave of Romanization that spread on the
eastern coast of the Adriatic, the Illyrian population had shrunk
into a handul and were writhing under the agony of extermi-
nation &t the end of this long and bitter domination.

In 395 the Roman empire was split into two and the
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territory of Albania, as every one knows, remained within the
boundaries of the Byzantine Empire. The pressure which the
Empire at Constantinople exerted for more than nine centuries
added to the equally harsh pressure of the subsequent set-
tlement of the Slav population in these regions, made it look
as if the ethnical doom of the Illyrians was sealed. But the TI-
lyrians who were always present there, shriveled
on those steep ins and inspiring i
ledges. arnd even in those green vales and hills almost
by the sea, spread again all over the fertile fields,
took part in the uprisings against the Byzantine Empire and
by the end of the XII century laid the foundations of a separate
state. Their state was short lived for it was swallowed up by the
superior force of their neighbors. Albania was run over mnot
only by the age-long Byzantine rulers but also by the Bulgarians,
the Anjou forces and by the Servians. But the Albanians held
their own. Never did their enemies become masters of their
natural fastnesses, and even when they succeeded to penetrate
there, they could hold them but for a short period. Never were
enemy laws and ordinances carried into execution in their
lofty mountain regions. On the contrary, the country continued
to forge ahead with renewed vigor, as if trying to make good
the time lost. Cities were again set on their feet and grew at
an unparalleled rate, fields began to flourish again under cul-
tivation, art and culture started to thrife as never before in
the country, And what was expected to come was not long
in coming, After the middle of the XIV century a series of small
feudal estates sprang up in Albanian territory on the ruins of
the timeworn Byzantine Empire and of the ephemeral Servian
Empire, which as a result of wars, as things go, were fused
into larger feudal principalities which further developments
could not fail to lead to the formation of a common Albanian
state,

Just when the country was swept by the enthusiasm of
this historical process, the Ottoman Turks made their appearance
at the outskirts of Albania. The valiant, never vanquished
population had of course no intension of kowtowing to this
other foreign rule. But plunged into feudal chaos Albania was
ill-prepared for resistance. The Ottoman Turks just walked
over it towards the end of the XIVth century. Anti-Turk
uprisings for liberation soon broke out one after another but,
unfortunately, they were isolated one from the other and they
were led by fastidious chiefs. Hence they did not yield the
results desired.
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But in the fall of 1443, when the gifted captain George
Kastriot alias Scanderbeg, placed himself at the head of
liberation movement the Albanians rose as a body and followed
him. Scanderbeg managed better than any one else in the
middle ages to draw the broad masses of people under his
banner, for none but he succeeded in giving the liberation war
 popular character. This alone can account for the fact, of
which many historians are still skeptical about, that the
Albanians joined the colors of their own free will, as volunteers
not recruits, in order to fight so formidable an enemy as the
Ottoman Turks were during the XV century. This alone can
account for that nearly legendary epic that unravelled itself
on the mountains, dales, plains and castles of Albania for
nearly a quarter of a century, at a time when Central Europe
and the Balkan peninsula had been cbsessed with panic at the
irresistible onslaught of the Turkish crescent. With Scander-
beg at the head the Albanians held the enemy at bay and
defended Europe from an impending invasion, A proof of this
in the twenty-two and more battles of unequal stren
waged in this narrow strip of land and won by the relatively
small number of unarmed Albanians.

Face to face with an enemy whose sources of men and
wealth never went dry, as the Ottoman Empire was, the defeat
of the Albanians, few in numbers, badly equipped and
abandoned by other states, was inevitable. The Turks conquered
Albania at last. A dark period followed for the country after
this defeat. The country suffered innumerable losses in men.
The population was decimated as a result of massacres and
flight to foreign lands in order to escape reprisals, towns werc
razed to the ground whereas whole villages turned to grassy
lands. The Turks enforced their laws and did their uttermost
to force their faith on the remaining population. This attempt
continued for centuries, But the hopes of the Turks to lirk
this country and these people with Istanbul came to naught.

The Albanians offered renewed resistance to this new
danger. The mountains, as usual became hotbeds for {reedom.
Noi even in towns did the Turks have much success. In the
XIX century the Albanians lined up with renewed vigor, in
4 new combative front, in the front of fighting for freedom
with a view to throwing off the yoke of the age-long invader and
10 re-establishing the national, independent stafe, not the
feudal but the democratic state. This period known as the
Albaniar, National Revival makes up one of the most brilliant




pages of the history of this country. The struggle was a hard
one for it was waged not only against the Turkish rulers who were
still too strong for the Albanians but also against the Great
Powers which backed the Turks as well as against the chauvinist
governments of the neighboring countries which abided their
time to chop up Albania once it had cast off the Ottoman yoke.
The struggle was a hard one for it had to curb the power of the
local feuda] chieftains who had cast their lot with Turkey, for
it had to overcome the religious and regional dissensions sown
by the age-long invader. The Albanian democratic and revolu-
ticnary patriots were not intimidated by these hardships but
carried on their heroic struggle by pen and sword till the desired
end of the proclamation of Albania’s national independence
was achieved on November 28, 1912.

The Great Powers did not recognize Albania's mdepen-
dence as the national ion in Vlora had it
on November 28, 1912. After many typical negotiations of
imperialist diplomacy, Albania was recognized on July 29,
1913 as an «independent» state but under the supervision and
warranty of the Great Powers: the country was forced to
respect under all circumstances its neutrality and the boundaries
which had left nearly half of Albania’s territory on the other
side and to accept a constitution elaborated by the Big Powers
and to accept a foreign prince to rule it without asking the
masses of the Albanian people who would submit to that consti-
tution or to that, prince and without consulting with the national
Government at Vlora, which, over and above this was forced
to resign. This was a serious insult to the heroic Albanian
people who had never submitted to the will of foreigners.
But the times were too delicate for an armed protest against
the Great Powers. The international situation was fraught with
risks for Albania, who had hardly ever seen a bright day. It
was springtime when the prince Fiirst zur Wied landed in
Durres in 1914, The world was at the threshold of the First
World War. Negotiations were about to yield their place to
fire-arms. Albania’s sycophants, old and new, hurried to take
advantage of the «control» of the Great Powers and await
the propitious moment to jump on their prey.

Only a few weeks had passed before it became evident
that «international control» meant «international fetters». 15
monﬂ'ns had hardly passed by since the time the Great Powers had

Albania’s lity that they tI violaf




it. The same powers which had guaranteed Albania’s «inde-
pendence» buried it alive. The first to set their foot on Albanian
territory were the Italian army. Almost simultaneously the
Greek troops poured into the country from the south. Then the
Servian, Montenegran, Austro-Hunoarian and French troops
followed suit. The country which had nothing to do with the war
turned into a battlefield. The losses it incurred were colossal.
But the worst came in April 1915. England, France, Crarist
Russia and Italy, four of the six Greal Powers whlch had ‘ugned
on Juy 29, 1913 the the
Albania and had guaranteed its frontiers, the selfsame DoWe'rs
with the selfsame representatives in the very building in Lon-
don where they had signed this document not later than 15
months before, sat down and signed another shameful treaty
whereby Albania’s independence was brought to an end and
Albania’s territory was parcelled out to the neighboring states.

At the end of the First World War Albania’s position
became again critical. The country, terribly devastated by the
war was about to be chopped up and parcelled out to Yugoslavia,
Greece and Italy. At the 1919 Peace Conference in Paris where
the victorious powers met to draw up the new map of the
world, it became evident that Albania had no supporters to
back it up. Albania was occupied by the armies of those powers
which were deciding its destiny. Its hands were tied but its
song did not let the Paris tribunal issue its fatal verdict. A
National Congress meeting at Lushnie, a little town of Albania,
on January 21, 1920 said its «Nol» to the
in Paris. Then from decisions to acts! An uprising broke out
in June 1920 in the most vulnerable spot of imperialist designs
on Albania — in the Vlora region which Rome considered the
Gibraltar of the Adriatic. Through their heroism the Albanian
fighters from towns and countryside overpowered the superiority
of arms of the enemy and compelled the Government at Rome
0 stari negotiations with the Albanian Government and sign
an agreement on August 2, 1920 at Tirana, to withdraw Italian
troops from the occupied regions and to recognize the inde-
pendence and territorial integrity of Albania.

Albania, which escaped perditicn thanks only to the incred-
ible exploits of its sons, set then to work and built its state
and social system, its economy and culture. The democratic
forces, in perpetual conflict with the conservatory and reac-
tionary forces of the country, did their uttermost to lead
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Albania to progress, and . The essi
[orees. en]oyed the suppun of all the people who aspired to be
and to put an end to their
backwardness. Tnumph came with lightning speed for
reactionary forces were toppling to their fall. In June 1924
the bourgeois democratic revolution broke out and scored suc-
cess. A democratic government of a revolutionary pulse was
set up in Tirana with Fan Noli at its head. Albania began to
breathe freely. It was groping its way for a better future. But
the enthusiasm was untimely. The dark forces of reaction
headed by Ahmet Zog and sponsored by foreign powers,
organized abroad, crossed the frontier and entered Albania and
in December 1924 overthrew the government of the June
revolution.

Ahmed Zog ascended to power as President of the Republic,
at first, then from September 1928 as the King of the Albanians
under the name of Zog I. But this is of no primary importance.
It is the policy he pursued, or better still, the results cf that
policy, that are of importance. As President or King Zog was
a dictator, a semi-oriental despot. or as a little Sultan, as he
was sarcastically dubbed in the country. He considered and
treated Albania as a large personal estate of his. The state
treasure was his preferred field for plunder. He liked to be
called a «reformer» but no serious transformations ever took
place except an earsplitting noise about intended reforms for
the progress of the country. Inspite of his pledges to carry
out land reform, so essential to Albania. and though laws were
promulgated, committees were set up and experts wers mo-
bilized, the land owning gentry remained where they had been.
No serious investments were ever made whereas ‘he millions
which were received as loans from abroad were used to build
government palaces and gloomy jails. Freedom of speech and
nf the press and of conscience ylelded thelr place to a regime

police rep: LT . violence,
cnrruphun hunger — this is the plcmre of Zog’s internal policy.

In Zog’s foreign policy the picture is more tragic. He owed
allegiance to the foreign powers who brought him to power,
therefore he pursued the policy of the open door towards them.
In 1925 zlone the Italian capitalists were given a series of
concessions in the field of exploiting mines, banks. trade and
agriculture, In 1926 there was signed in Rome «The Pact of
Friendship and Security~, and in 1927 «The Pact of Defensive




Alliance» in which Italy was given the right of military
intervention in Albania not only when and if this country were
attacked by a third power but also when Zogs regime melf
would be by internal

the dagger was plunged aven deeper. The Gesliad - wate oits
which Were spent for non-remunerative investments, and
inability 1o be paid back at the specified time, placed Albama
under the financial dependence of Rome. The Italian military
missions and the Italian fascist organizers, who spread among
the ranks of the army and of the Albanian administration
accomplished the task of peaceful penetration of Rome. The
result of this policy became soon evident. On April 7, 1939 the
Italian fascist troops attacked Albania, disorganized and betrayed
as it was, and after a short resistance occupied it.

Albania, which had not yet enjoyed in full the fruits of
independent life, seemed again to have been turned to ashes.
The enemy who occupied the country was very powerful, so
powerful as it thought to occupy the whole of Europe with his
northern ally, Hitlerite Germany, by his side. The enemy was
well prepared to poison the conscience of people with his
inhuman fascist ideology. But a still greater evil lay ahead.
Mussolini was obsessed with the idea of repeating Rome’s
older policy of turning the Adriatic into an Italian lake. This
lake idea implied the Ttalianization of the eastern coastline of
the Adriatic, just as Rome once tried to Romanize these regions.
One year after occupation the number of Italian workers brought
to Albania surpassed the number of Albanian workers in the
country. They started to make a survey of the plains of the
country and to draw up plans to remove Albanian peasants into
the remote regions of the hinterland, The towns swarmed with
fascist cultural institutions, Italian enterprises and firms of
various kinds and, at the same time, with numerous Italian
trecops to pursue the policy of aggression against other
states from the territory of Albania.

In order 1w call the attention to the world to his
indomitable strength the head of the Italian fascist imperialism
threatened it from Rome that in union with Nazi Germany he
would build the new order everywhere. In the towns of Albania
the fascists utilized every occasion to display their armed
forces equipped with artillery, tanks, and armored vehicles
accompanied by military planes. But the Sons of the Eagle,
as poets have made it their habit to call the Albanians, lost no
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heart. As a response to their armed forces and fascist demagogy,
they staged anti-fascist demonstrations in town streets filled
with «carabinieri» and even under the very noses of the
highest governmental authorities. The wave of arrests, impri-
sonments and deportations swept the country. But no one was
dismayed. The lofty mountains were always there unshaken
to welcome the freedom fighters. And freedom [ighters were
not long in coming. The first batch of freedom fighters took
up their rifles and betook themselves to these natural fastnesses
in winter 1940 and more of them in the spring of 1941. And
this is the way the armed struggle of patriotic Albanians began
against the foreign fascist invaders.

The mountains became, as usual, the lair of the first
freedom fighters but the places where they came from were
the towns and the villages. These fighters had been workers,
peasants and school children. These bands were few at the
start but those who were waiting to take up arms and join
their ranks were innumerable. The fight was far from equal
On one side there were the enemies armed to the teeth with
the most reactionary circles of the country with them, while
an army lacking arms and organization, armed only with the
love of the country and hatred for the enemy and disdain for
the collaborating traitors in their hearts. This liberating struggle
and this popular army required a manager’s head, an organizer’s
hand, a compass to guide them

The major international political and military events that
took place during the summer and fall of 1941 — the attack
of Hitlerite Germany against the Soviet Union and their rapid
advance deep into the land of the Soviets — brought about
a radical change in Albanian political opinion. The bourgeois
nationalist personalities intoxitated by the untimely successes
of the Hitlerite troops and by the wily promises of the Italian
fascists of making Albania a big state. gave up participating in
the patriotic war and, what is worse, collaborated with the
foreign invader. On the contrary, the patriotic forces, workers,
peasants, young scholars, followed the line of infallible reason-
ing that the more the anti-fascists fought the nearer would be
the day of the collapse of imperialist fascism and, as a conse-
quence, the nearer would the day of the liberation of Albania be.

The Albanian Communist Party, the guiding head of which
th> country stood in greatest need at this historical moment,
sprang from the ranks of these pure patriotic forces in a
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strictly clandestine way, on November 8, 1941, precisely when
\he German Hitlerite armies were fighting in the vicinity of
Moscow, Right from the start the new party expressed in its
program and in its first pamphlets that idea that occupied the
mind and that desire which occupied the hearts of these
workers, peasants and honest intellectuals, namely, an uncom-
promising war against the foreign fascist invaders and, at
the same time, a struggle to build a free, democratic, people’s
Albania, without those despicable eels that had sucked the blood
of the masses of the people, that had betrayed the highest
interests of the country, that had paved the way for the April
7. 1939 occupation of the country by fascists and who were
now collaborating with the foreign fascist invaders.

Right from the start the Albanian Communist Party (now
the Party of Labor of Albania) placed itself in the lead of the
National-Liberation War and concentrated its whole attention
1o expanding, broadening and intensifying the patriotic war. It
enlisted in its ranks all the revolutionary communists and
through them got in touch with the masses of the population
in the towns and on the countryside, in work centers and in
town wards, in schools and in clubs. It came in touch with all
free fighters wherever they were, organizing regular armed
units. Through its guerilla units the Communist Party extended
the armed contest within the towns too. It succeeded in feeling
the pulse of the popular masses and in always being at head
of them better than any one else.

Only a few weeks had passed by when the whole country,
towns and their suburbs, village and roads of communication,
heard the partisan rifle shots resounding with a new intonation
never heard before, and with a revolutionary impulse rever
seen so far. The slogan issued by the Albanian Communist
Party «no compromise with the enemy, total war until victory
is achieved, until Albania is liberated-. became the watchword
of the masses of workers and peasants. Under its leadership
these masses never wavered, neither under the police repres-
sions of the fascists, nor under the punitive expeditions of the
armies of the enemy. The communists stood always in the
vanguard of the National-Liberation War and their daring
exploits surpassed those we read of in legends. They guarded
sacredly in their hearts the Party’s call: «a hero fallen in the
tield of battle a hundred others rise in his place-

Under the leadership of the Albanian Communist Party
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and its staff headed by comrade Enver Hoxha, the National-
Liberation war, strengthened by almost daily successes over the
enemy and his collaborators, became more and more intense.
The sum total of military successes brought about political
successes. In less than a year after the founding of the party
the National-Liberation Front was established with many
nationalist elements taking part in it and, at the same time, the
basis of the new democratic regime was laid which would be
cstablished in the liberated regions and on which independent
Albania would rest. The partisan army turned from bands and
small units to bigger military formations, to battalions. July
1943 saw the formation of the General Staff of the National-
Liberation Army which grew from day to day and scored
success after success. The rush of thousands of volunteers to the
ranks of the patriotic army made it necessary to form larger
army units — the storm brigades.

The events of September 1943 resulted in the replacement
of the Italian troops, which had capitulated, with German
armies. This placed the Albanian National-Liberation War in
a new stage, in the most heroic stage of its career. The new
invaders were stronger and more ruthless towards the partisan
movement. They found here a willingness to collaborate on the
part of all the Albanian bourgeois nationalist elements who
were taken aback by the incredible of the National-Liberation
Army. Two of the major organizations of these trends, the
organization of the so-called «Balli Kombétar~ (=the Nationalist
Front) hurriedly set up by the bourgeois nationalists, and the
.Legality~ party which aimed at bringing the despised King
Zog back to Albania, became the gendarms of the German
invaders, But the attempts of the «Balli Kombétar» and of the
«Legality» parties failed in a very deplorable way. There were
no more people in Albania likely to waver to the extent desired
by the anti-communist demagogy. The Hitlerite commanders
thought at t,he ume that they could master the situation by

military i against the areas
liberated by the partisans. During the 1943-44 winter a number
of German divisions passed through the whole of Albania
spreading fire and sword, clashing arms with partisan brigades
and setting fire to the villages of the country. The same terror
reigned in towns, Membel: o{ «Bnlh Kombétar» and of «Le-
gality» ly in these criminal
actions. After these opersuons the Hitlerite armies and the

0
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Ballist- and «Zogist» bands returned to the towns all worn
out with exhaustion claiming that they had crushed the
Naticnal-Liberation Army. But the partisan army had offered
firm resistance and the lie of the enemy came out. News kept
on coming to the towns and villages that the partisan forces
were growing day by day, that new brigades were being
formed with lightning speed and that these queer partisans were
appearing more often in the suburbs of the towns. Moreover,
the historic Congress of Permeti, made up of delegates gathered
from all parts of Albania met in the liberated town of Permeti
in May 1944 and chose the highest organs of the new Albanian
state. among which the Anti-fascist National-Liberation Com-
mittee  with the attributes of a provisional democratic
government and under the leadership of Comrade Enver Hoxha,
the most distinguished leader of the patriotic war.

Subsequent events marked the apogee of the National-
Liberation War. The Hitlerite armies launched a second major
offensive against the partisan army assisted this time too by
Kuisling. Ballist and Zogist detachments, but this shared the
same fate with the first. The desperate efforts of the English
and American military missions that had come to the regions
liberated by the partisans in order to organize a wide anti-
communist front against the National-Liberation Army, had
no effect either On the contrary, the National-Liberation Front
became stronger and stronger for it was backed up by the
broad masses of people. The National-Liberation Army which
grew from brigades to divisions and to army corps launched
the decisive offensive to liberate the country from foreign
armies and collaborating bands. This triumphal march that led
to the liberation of one town after another reached its culmi-
nation after 19 days of bloody battles in the streets of the
Capital and wound up with the liberation of all of Albania on
November 29, 1944.

On November 29, 1944 Albania did not only win again its
freedom and independence trampled under foot by the foreign
foes but it also won the people’s power which was denied to
it up to this day by the feudal landholders and the capitalist
bourgeoisie. On November 29, 1944 Albania became not only
independent but also a people’s democracy. It is in this double
victory that the basis of present day Albania lies, of Albania
which under the leadership of the very same party, forges ahead
toward socialist edification with confidence in itself.
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THE STATE SYSTEM IN THE PEOPLE'S
REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA

The establishment of the new socialist order in Albania
is the greatest achievement of the people’s revolution, the
heroic long-suffering Albanian people ever attained. It was the
first time in their age-long history that the rule of exploiters
was overthrown and that all power reverted to the working
masses guided by the working class. The establishment of
people’s rule marked a major fundamental turn in the historical
fate of the Albanian people and the beginning of a new stage
in their life. Albania was wrested once for all time from the
imperialist and capitalist system: the Albanian peopie embarked
on the broad and brilliant road to socialism where everything
is done in the name and for the good of the working man.

The people’s regime was born in the heat of baitle of the
National-Liberation War. In its first document in November
1941 the Albanian Communist Party (now the Party of Labor
of Albania) laid before the communists and the Albanian people
not only the problem of national-liberation but also that of the
assumption of political power by the working masses, the strug-
gle for a «free, democratic and people’s Albania-. This idea 100k
concrete form in September 1942 at the historic Conference of
Peza where communists and various anti-fascist patriots had
got together.

It was at the village of Peza, 18 km southwest of Tirana,
liberated by pan'man units that the National-Liberation Front

was formed in which all the patriotic forces of the country
regardless of convictions, regions or faiths would line up to
fight the fascist invaders and local traitors. The National-Li-
beration Front would be led by the General National-Liberation
Council the members of which were elected among communists,

es of the youth,

of the anti-fascist women and so on.
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It was also decided at the Peza Conference that National-
Liberation Councils with members elected by the people should
ba set up throughout the country to carry out their functions
freely in the liberated regions and in a clandestine way in the
regions still writhing under fascist domination. The National-
Liberation Councils had a double function, on one hand to
mobilize people for an armed uprising and, on the cther, to
replace the fascist local organs of the administration and thus
prevent the old feudal bourgeois organs of administration from
coming back to power. The National-Liberation Councils were,
so to say, the nucleus of the new people’s democratic
government pending the meeting of the Constituent Assembly
after the liberation of the country.

The Peza Conference had in this way decided to fuse two
historical processes into a joint revolution — the national-libe-
ration war to achieve the independence of the country and
the people’s revolution to establish the people’s demoeracy in
Albania.

After the Peza Conference, National-Liberation Councils
were set up throughout the country. in towns, and in vl!!azes,
despite the attempts and terror and
of the enemy. They began to exercise their function freely
and regularly in Peza, in Skrapari, Kurveleshi, Cermenika,
Martaneshi, Opari, Mallakastra and other regions. The vitality
and all round activity of the National-Liberation Councils
raised the prestige of the National-Liberation Front both at
home and abroad. This induced the Great Allied Powers — the
Soviet Union, England and the United States of America —
to recognize in 1942 the liberty and independence of Albania
and the right of the Albanian people to decide the regime and
form of govemmem they desmd once the war was over.

The and the
increase of partisan mnks rm:ed the problem of creating a
regular army of volunteers. To this end the General National-
Liberation Council meeting at Labinot on July 10, 1943
decreed the creation of the General Staff of the National-
Liberation Army which at that time numbered nearly 10
thousand fighters in its ranks. This event signalized the
further invigoration of the armed struggle against the fascist
invaders and traitors to the country.

«The statuary laws and regulations of the National-Libe-
ration Councils» were drawn up and passed at the Second
National-Liberation Conference held at Labinot on September
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4, 1943. «The National-Liberation Councils in the liberated
regions» the statute has it, «represent the civil authority of the
country; they are the nucleus of the political power of the Albanian
people», It further states that «after liberation the peoples will
themselves choose the form of government~. The bylaws specify
that the National-Liberation Councils are «the real democratic
organs of the people’s power, that «they are elected in a democra-
tic way» and that the right to elect and be elected is enjoyed by
all persons 18 years of age and above «regardless of political
or religious convictions, provided they are not spies and traitors
to the country:

In occupied districts the National-Liberation Councils
were charged with the duty to use all methods or means to
help the National-Liberation Army, to organize and lead the
struggle of the people against the invaders.

I liberated regions all the former organs of the admini-
stration like the municipalities, the prefectures, the courts of
justice, the police, the gendarmerie and so on «are cancelled
and cease to function...» and they are replaced with the National~
Liberation Councils which «exercise all the administrative,
executive, judiciary and other functions».

After the 1943-44 winter campaign undertaken by the
nazi invaders who had replaced the Mussolinian hordes fol-
Jowing the capitulation of fascist Italy, the struggle became
more acute, The forces of the National-Liberation Army libe-
rated nearly all of the southern region of Albania and launched
a counter offensive throughout the country. At this time and
under these circumstances the Anti-fascist National-Liberation
Congress met at Permeti on May 24, 1944, Nearly 200
delegates took part in the proceedings of this Congress elected
openly or in a clandestine way throughout the country and
representing the whole masses of people who had adhered to
the National-Liberation War: revolutionary communists and
honest nationalists, workers, peasants, intellectuals, men, wo-
men, the youth, fighters of the National Liberation Army, rear
activists and so on.

The Permeti Congress passed a series of acts of historical
significance. It elected the Anti-fascist National-Liberation
Council as the highest legislative and executive organ cf the
sovereignty of the people. The latter appointed on its part _the

tional-Liberation Committee with the attributes
of a D?mocranc Provisional Government.
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The Permeti Congress decided that the question of the
Kkind of regime in Albania should be settled immediately fol-
Jowing the liberation of the country and, in connection’ with,
that ihe return of King Zog to Albania was banned and no
other government formed in the country or abroad would be
recognized except the Anti-fascist National-Liberation Com-
mittee. The Congress also decided to re-examine all political
and economic agreements entered into by the former govern-
ments of Albania and mainly by Zog's government and all
such prejudicial to the ig: of the people
or to the economic interests of the country be declared null
and void.

Towards the close of the Permeti Congress the occupation
forces of the enemy undertook another big military operation
but with no effect. By the end of August the partisan forces
had iiberated the greatest part of the country. In September
1944 when favorable conditions had been created as a result
of the crushing blows of the glorious Soviet Army to the fascist
axis, when the local organizations of traitors were breaking
up and thrown into confusion, when the warlike spirit and
enthusiasm of the Albanian people had been aroused as never
before, the National-Liberaticn war entered its final stage
and the Natjonal-Liberation Army which numbered in its
ranks nearly 70,000 fighters, launched a general attack for the
complete liberation of Albania.

Over three-fourths of the territory of Albania was libe-
rated and the country was now faced mot only with the
military task of carrying the war to its successful end but also
with political, economie, social and cultural tasks of a free
and independent country. The Anti-fascist National-Liberation
Council held its second meeting in the liberated town of Berat
and turned the Anti-fascist National-Liberation Committee
into a democratic government of Albania. The Anti-fascist
National-Liberation Council adopted the law on elections for the
National-Liberation Council which would take place when
the country had been completely liberated, the law on the
rights and duties of the National-Liberation Councils, accord-
ing to which they were charged to exercise only the functions
of the state power leaving the political functions to the National-
Liberation Front. The Conference adopted at the same time
«the Declaration of Rights of Citizens~, warranting them equality
before the law, freedom of religion, of conscience, of meeting,
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of speech, of association and of the press, of private ownership,
of personal security and the freedom of private initialive in
economic life, the equal rights of men and women both in
political as well as in social activity, the right of secret,equal and
direct ballot, the right to elect and be elected to all citizens who had
completed their 18 birthday with the exception of those deprived
of this right by law, the right to complain against any deci-
sions taken by any organ of the state power, the right to
education and so on. The Declaration banned all fascist and
pro-fascist organizations and prohibited their activity in the
country.

In the programmatc statement the Democratic Government
submitted to the plenary session of the Anti-fasc’st National-
Liberation Council, the elected Premier Enver Hoxha pledged.
on behalf of the government, that it would carry out the deci-
sions of the Permeti Congress.

After the complete liberation of the country achieved on
November 29, 1944, the old state administration ceased completely
to function and a new state apparatus was set up ranging from
the Ministries and central Directorates to the courts of justice
and the police. Elections were held throughout the country
in January 1945 to choose the people’s councils in viliages.
towns and provinces which became the political organs of the
new power in the center and in the outer regions.

The Democratic Government took a series o' important
steps of an anti-imperialist and anti-feudal nature annulling
all agreements that put the country under bondage, confiscat-
ing the property belonging to foreign capital and to the war
criminals, putting the agrarian reform laws in application and
foreign irade under state supervision. Industrial production
and distribution of goods were also put under state control.

bor were also for the first
time in Lhe Country They set the working day at 8 hours and
the workers were entitled to a 15-day paid leave yearly and
so on.

The electoral to choo: the
Constituent Assembly started in Lhe fall of 1945. 90. 02“m of
the citizens enjoying the right to vote went to the polls on
December 2, 1945 and 91.88% of them cast their votes for the
(andldstes of the Nalmnal leersnon Front. The Constituent

in Tirana Albania a People’s
Republic on January 11 1946, whereas in March 14 of the same

18 s




year it approved the Constitution of the People’s Republic of
‘Albania. The Constitution upheld the achievements of the
‘Albanian people attained in the National-Liberation War and
sanctioned the people’s councils as the basic organs of the new
regime.

The new democratic state played a decisive tole in the
whole life of the country right from the start. The tasks of the
socialist revolution started to be carried immediately following
the triumph of the anti-imperialist and anti-feudal revolution.
L‘uung the years 1946 and 1941 all industry and mines were

‘without doing away with private
capitalist production and sefting up a new socialist sector, the
second stage of land reform was reached assuming a socialist
character since it did not only do away with landlord estates
but it dealt a hard blow to tne landed gentry. These measures
laid the way open for agricultural collectivization and for the
socialist tr ion or the countryside.

In the post-liberation period one of the main functions of
the Albanian socialist siate has been and continues to be that
o1 organizing, direcung and developing of the socialist economy
and culwre on tne basis 01 objecuve laws ol socialist production
and culwure, Ihis function assumes special imporiance because
0L tne economic ana cuitural backwardness wnicn Aipania
inherited from the past. It was only under the leadership of
the Party and of the people’s government that Albania could
put an end to its age-long backwardness and embark today on
the sure road to socna.hsm

Another function of the Albanian state is to crush the re-
sistance of the disowned classes who strive to hamper the
progress of Lhe country and turn the wheels of history back-
wards and the defense Ol the humeland l'rorn the attacks of the

urgeoisie and of the reactionaries, The sccialist
state in Albania has successfully carried out other functions
like that of supervising the quantity of work and respecting
the socialist principle of distribution according to work done,
the function of socialist education, the funciion .f close
collaboration with and mutual fraternal aid to the countries
of the sccialist camp, the function of supporting ihe national-
liberation revolutionary movement, the function of the struggle
for peace and socialism

During the period of complete edification of socialist society
the cultural and function
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assummes special significance while the function of repression
becomes more and more lenient and is pointed mainly to the
activities of foreign reaction.

Tre road of the people’s regime has been fraught with
hardship and suffering. But in battle with these obstacles
the Albanian socialist state has grown stronger and stronger.
This is mainly due to the devi of socialist
the growing participation of the working masses in state affairs.
1e masses of people in the People’s Republic of Albania
exercise their sovereignty through the highest organ of the
state — the People's Assembly, as well as through the People’s
Councils. According to the article 5 of the Constitution all the
organs o state power are elected by the citizens and all the
representatives of the people are responsible to their electors
and may be recalled at any time by them. It twns out as a
result of this disposition that this responsibility extends not
only to the acts of the representative himself but also to the
state organ into which he has been elected.

The principle of close link of the organs of state and
administrative power with the broad masses of workers is one
of the most important principles of the functioning of these
organs.

The quintessence of the popular nature of power in the
People’s Republic of Albania lies in the fact that only continu-
ous basis of the whole power, of the entire state apparatus is the
organization and participation of the masses in the management
of state affairs, is the participation in the government of the
country of those classes which had been the object of political

and ruthless in the former

Aeudat -capitalist regimes.
The first steps of the new Republic were characterized
» the participation of the broad masses of people in governing
the country. Right at the start the organs of state power set to
work in raising the popular masses to the level of enabling
them to take active part in running the state apparatus effective-
ly. This system has been carried out and has found concrete
éxpression in the way the state organs are built and in the way
they carry on their work. The participation of the working
masses of the city and of the countryside in Peopie’s Councils,
the large percentage of representatives of these masses in the
highest organ of state power — the People’s Assembly, itself
shows best that the organs of state power are mass organs, are
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direct organs of the masses. Thus, through their representatives
the people participate directly in governing the country and in
directing all its political, economic and cultural life.

In the make up of the state various forms have been set
up to draw the masses of workers in the administration of the
state, forms which have heen perfected all along the process cf
development and consolidation of our state of the people’s
democracy.

The activization of all the people in governing the country
has the of the state organs, has
linked the organs of the masses closer with the masses, has
multipliec their efficiency both in seizing the state problems
and raising them as well as in solving them always in the
interest of bmldmg socialist society. The participation of the
working masses in running the country has made it possible to
find gifted organizers among workers and peasants as well as
to assign them in various posts of leadership in the state appa-
ratus,

The forms of participation of the working masses in
governing the country are many and diverse. Thus, thousands
of workers take part in congresses, conferences and council
meetings called together by the organs of the administration.
as well as in various committees that are set up to help the
organs of state power both at the center and in localities.
Various state problems of economic, cultural and other natures
are brought up and decided upon at these meetings. In addition
to this of special importance are the activities of the various
branches of g in the sector.

A considerable number of workers participate fn’ running
state affairg through the organizations of the masses, the social
organizations (Trade Unions, Union of Workers Youth, the
Democratic Front and other voluntary unions). The Trade
Unions exercise broad powers. According to the article 229 of
the Labor Code, they are entitled to represent the workers in
all state organs and to intervene when the occasion arises to
defend the right of workers. They are entitled to take part in
drafting laws dealing with matters of production, of wages and
salaries, of workers protection and to hear reports from state
organs on these problems. The Trade Unions conclude collective
contracts with various enverpnses uke part in orgmxzxng s0-
cialist i direct ang
pensions, resting homes for workem and Lhenr children, supervise
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’he carrying out of the provisions dealing with work insurance,
take part in proposing candidates for election to the state organs
and carry out all the functions specified in their bylaws. The
working ‘masses take active part in all legislative actions in
our state. The Constitution of the Albanian state itself has been
passed after a detailed study in which all the workers have
taken part. The same procedure has been followed with cther
laws, especially with those of the five-year plang of economic
and cultural development, with the school reform law and so on.
The numerous initiatives of the working masses, inventions
and rationalizations, realization and over fulfillment of state
plans are various forms of the people’s self-government. In
addition to these the country is governed also thrcugh super-
vision as well as committees set up in state enterprises to
improve the work of production, to organize, guard and admi-
nister socialist property and other material wealth, to organize
campaigns against waste and so on.

Our socialist democracy, the participation of the broad
masses of people in running the government of the coumry do
not exempt the of the state s or of
enterprises and i indi
ponsibility. The suggestions and proposals of the orkiats o
improve work are put into execution by the leaders or heads
of institutions or organizations. The organizations of the masses,
the social organizations do not substitute the state or government
organs but help them. The state organs may accept the
proposals and suggestions of the masses of the social organization,
give orders to put them into execution but the responsibility
is all theirs,

As a result of the development and consolidation of tl
Albanian socialist state and of its policy of internationalist
solidarity with socialist countries, of its policy of peace and
friendship with all other countries, particularly with the
neighboring countries, based on the principles of equality, non-
intervention, mutual respect for national sovereignty and
territorial integrity, mutual benefit, on the principles of
peaceful coexistence among states of different social systems,
its authority and influence in the international arena has been
enhanced. Despite the attempts of imperialist reaction to oppose
it, Albania has been a member of the United Nations Organiza-
tion since 1955 and maintains diplomatic relations with more
than 30 states of the world.

22 B




The fundamental law of the People’s Republic of Albania
is its Constitution and all other laws must conform to it.

The first part of the Constitution of the People’s Republic
of Albania speaks of the fundamental principles of our socialist
state.

The first article of the Constitution defines the form of
the Albanian state as a People’s Republic, that is, as one of
the forms of the socialist states of the dictatorship of the proleta-
riat; whereas the second article defines the nature of the state
as a state of workers and laboring peasants. All pewer in the
People’s Republic of Albania belongs to the workers of the
town and of the countryside, represented by the People’s
Councils which make up the political basis of the state.

The economic basis of the Albanian state is made up of
the socialist ownership of the means of production, that is
of the commen property of the people the hands of the
state, and of the property of the cooperative organizations. All
mines and other sub-soil resources, waters, spring fountains,
forests and pasture grounds, industrial enterprises. the means of
air. rail and sea communications, posts, telegraphs and tele-
phones, radio broadcasting stations and banks are commor, proper-
ty of the people. Foreign frade and the management and supervi-
sion of internal trade is also in the hands of the state. The state
directs the economic development of the country. planning it
and taking all measures to fulfil the plans.

On the basis of the article 11 of the Constitution private
property and private initiative in economy are guaranteed but
monopolies, trusts, cartels etc. created with a view to dictating
prices and monopolizing markets to the detriment of national
economy are banned. Land belongs to those who till it. No large
estates can be in the hands of private individuals. Thus, all
doors are closed to capitalist speculation on land in Albania.

The Constitution proc'lalms work as a duty and a matter
uf honour for all citizens in pursuance of the principle «who
not work, does not eat-. All should do what they can and
b« paid for what they do. The chapter on the rights and duties
of citizens concludes the first part of the Constitution. The se-
cond part of the Ct i describes the organization of the state
while third part speaks of the emblem. of the flag and of the
Capital of the country. The Constitution contains 97 articles
all told.

The revolutionary transformations that have taken place
in our country were consecrated in the Constitution of the
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People’s Republic of Albania. Ammendments have been made
to the Constitution of the People’s Republic of Albania to
conform with the consolidation of the people’s democratic state
and witi: the achievements attained in the reconstruction of
the country. One of most important ammendments is that of
the year 1950 where the first article reading: «Albania is a
People’s Republic, in which all the power emanates from and
belongs o the people- was made o read: <The People’s Re-
public of Albania is a state of workers and laboring peasants».

This ammendment defines '.hc class nalu.re of the state
and the major ki’ The number
of citizens in each electoral zone to elect nepmsentat.nves to the
People’s Assembly has been lowered from 20,000 in 1946 to
8,000, This measure has tumed the People’s Assembly into a
a wider platform for the people and has enhanced its authority.
As a consequence of the development of the various branches
of economy ammendments have been made to the Constitution
as far as the number of Ministries, the administration and the
people’s councils are concerned.

The Constitution of the People’s Republic of Albania conse-
crates the rights and prerogatives as well as the real freedoms
of the workers attained in their revolutionary fight under the
leadership of the working class and of the party in power.
The realization of the economic and social reforms of a demo-
cratic character, the elimination of the dregs of feudalism,
the reversal of the old relations in production, the rise and
development of the socialist sector of eccncmy did away once
for all time with exploitation of man by

The whole power of the People’s Repubhc of Albania
belongs to the workers of the town and countryside. ‘Al citizens
are equal before the law and no privileges are enjoyed today
because of origin, position, nationality, race, religion, wealth
or cultural grade.

The cmzens are guaranteed their freedom of speech, press,

eetings, and public
fmedom b comciencn, and of religion, they are guaranteed
of person and i ity of their home and so on.

In the past the woman was not even respected &s a human
being, She enjoyed no rights whatsoever, the state had no
consideration for her whatsoever. She was sold and bought
like cattie, Others decided the destiny she had to meet. She
was economically dependent on her husband, she was his slave.
Fanaticism was another deplorably bad custom to which weman
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had to submit. The woman in former days was debarred from
society and had to yield obeissance in the family. After
liberation she was emancipated. The law prescribed equality
of rights for men and women. In its article 17, the Constitution
< «A woman enjoys equal rights with a man in all fields
o private, political and social life.

Parallel with other rights the citizens are guaranteed the
right to work and this guarantees the material existence of
man anc enables him to develop his personality in a broad
and all round way.

The right of a man to work is guaranteed mainly through
the planned organization of the people’s economy, as a result
of which all crises and p! in Albania are
eliminated.

On the basis of the article 13 of the Constitution work lies
at the root of the social order in the People’s Republic of
Albania.

Work is no longer a day to day toilsome and torturing
burden but a matter of honour and heroism for all workers.
1t is no longer a means to enrich others. The worker now works
for himself, for the society. Work has become a means of
education for all workers.

With a view to determine relations in work, to raise its
efficiency and the welfare of workers and safeguard their
health, a whole system of legislative acts have been passed
in the People’s Republic of Albania, which make up labour
legislation with the Code of Labour as its basis. The Labour
Code is another guarantee for workers and employees. It is
the highest expression of the aims of the people’s regime to
improve the worker’s conditions of work and living.

Inspired by the Stalinist principle according to which <man
is the most valuable asset- the People's Republic cf Albania
devotes special attention to the health and life of workers. Pa-
rallel to limiting the hours of work, providing repose through
yearly, weekly usual and supplementary vacations with pay
for workers the Labour Code obliges the employers organi-
zations to assure hygienic conditions of work under technically
safe devices, like proper ventilation, proper lighting and
cleanliness in work centers, proper protection to avoid machi-
nery accidents, equipment, as the case may be, of workers
with special work clothes free of charge, with slickers boots
and other protective means like eye-glasses, gloves, helmets




and so on In the branches of production likely to cause
poisoning the workers are provided with milk znd othe:
neutralizing means, etc,

Teking into account the physiological peculiarities of
women and their needs as mothers who bring up children, the
law envisages special protection for women workers. It pro-
hibits the employment of women in hard jobs that may impair
their health. Special treatment is reserved to expectant mothers
or mothers who suckle their babes. Mothers suckling their
babes, in addition to the usual leave of absence before and after
childbirth, which may last up to fifteen weeks, are entitled
to interrupt their work in order to suckle their babes withcut
a cut in their pay

Labour legislation affects the young too. First and foremost,
it is prohibited 1o employ children in work before they have
attained 14 years of age. Youngsters from 14 tol6 years of age
are entitled to a 6-hour day's work on equal pay with the grown
ups. Youngsters are also exempted from night work or heavy
work that might impair their health. They enjoy other special
guarantees like prolonged vacations and so on.

All workers and employees without exception are insured
by the state free of charge. As such they benefit from medical
aid, free of charge, receive pecuniary aid for the time they
may be sick, for food and clothing for new born children, for
special diet, for funeral expenses, they receive pensions for
invalidity, old age and so on. On the basis of a law passed by
the People’s Assembly on January 1, 1964, all citizens without
exception receive medical aid of every kind free of charge.

In the socialist system there exist no contradictions be-
tween a worker and the enterprise. Both of them sirive to
achieve the same results — to increase production to improve
the materia] and cultural conditions of the workers. The vanguard
workers, the most outstanding shock workers head the list of
honor at the socialist enterprises.

But in the People’s Republic of Albania there are no
rights without obligations. Thus, the citizens are duty-bound to
guard and strengthen social property, which is the sacred and
inviolate basis of the people’s democracy. the source of power
of the homeland, of the welfare and culture of all workers,
they are duty-bound to defend their socialist fatherland.

trict observance of the law is one of these obligations.
Offlcm]s of the and of the are duty-
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bound to apply these laws to the letter and to make others
observe them in the same way.

Socialist justice, as one of the leading principles of state
activity of socialist democracy, requires that laws should be
strictly and continuosly observed by all the enterprises, institu-
tions and social and cooperativist organizations.

As part of its juridical superstructure, the electoral system
of the People’s Republic of Albania stands on the socialist
economic basis of Albania. This economic basis, with the means
of production in the hands of all the people, who benefit from
its material goods, provides an electoral system purely demo-
cratic.

The electoral system in the People’s Republic of Albania
is made up of the articles of the Constitution, of the electoral
(more precisely, the laws on the election of the People’s
Assembly, of the People’s Councils and of the People’s Courts
of Justice) as well as of the other rules, regulations and acts
which, for one reason or another, are connected with elections.
The Constitution contains the most fundamental norms which
are then elaborated in other juridical acts.

The electoral system of the People’s Republic of Albania
aims at_assuring the sovereignty of the people at elections as
well as between them, that is why the people are not only given
the opportunity to chnuse the person or persons they like but
also to back them up and supervise their work and even to
recall them in case the need arises. The electoral system in the
People’s Republic of Albania aims at safeguarding the inviolable
electoral rights of citizens, at assuring by all means the free
expression of electors’ will, at bringing home to the electors
the political significance of elections and as consequence, the
voluntary participation of all electors at the ballots.

Electoral rights in the People’s Republic of Albania include
the right to elect and the right to be elected, equal for all.
Every citizen who has completed his 18th year of age enjoys
the right to elect and be elected to all elective organs. The
electoral right is enjoyed by all regardless of economic reasons,
sex, social state, religious, cultural standing and so on. It is an
equal right for every elector, man or woman, civilian or military.
has but one vote of equal value with other votes, because elections
are held in electoral zones of equal numbers of people (e. g
every 8000 inhabi elect one to the People’s
Assembly) and because all the representatives enjoy equal
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rights. Our suffrage is direct for the electors vote directly for
their representatives to the village people’s council or to the
people’s courts of justice or even to the People's Assembly.
The method of voting by secret ballot paper in separate cabins
for each individual at the election centers and under the
supervision and concern of the organizations of the masses which
send their representatives to the various committees. and ui
penal sanctions for those who violate the secrecy of the ballot.
assure absolute secrecy in voting.

The organization of elections for all instances envisages a
number of obligations both for the organs of the state as well
as for the political and social organizations of the people. The
voters themselves do nothing on their part to be registered in
the electoral lists. These lists are drawn up for every election
by the competent organs of the People’s Councils and include
all persons who complete their 18th birthday on or before the
day of elections, Excluded from these lists are only the
names of persons who have been deprived of their right to vote
by law (in practice this number has been infinitesimal) as well
as of persons suffering from mental deficiencies. The day of
elections is announced not later than two months prior to
elections, Every elector has the right to appeal to competent
organs as mgh up as to the court of justice for corrections of
eventual mistakes considering the omission of his name or of
any other’s in the electoral list.

The electoral zones which are set up on the basis of the
number of residents assure the equal representation of every
group of residents, The candidates proposed to be elected meet
in these zones with the electors and get acquainted with them
and their needs.

The electoral committees supervise the elections, check
the registration of the candidates, count the number of votes
and announce the results of the voting putting the names of
the representatives elected in the register.

The electoral committees are made up of representatives
of trade and cooperativist unions of the People’s Republic of
Albania, of the Democratic Front, of the youth and women’s
organizations, of cultural, technical and scientific organizations
and of other social organizations of the masses. The electoral
committees include also the representatives of the workers and
employees in enterprises and ministries, of military detach-
ments, representatives of the meetings of peasants in agricul-
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lural cooperatives and villages, the xepmenmuves of workers
p! in state
of the social ions authorized by
their organizations are entitled to attend the numbermg of
votes by the electoral committees. This privilege is also reserved
1o reporters. Thus, elections are guided, supervised and controlled
by the workers themselves.

According to the dispositions of the electoral law the right
o nominate candidates belongs to the social organizations and
associations of workers, to the organizations of the Party of
Labour of Albania, to the Democratic Front, to the Trade
Unions, to the organizations of youth and of the women and to
cultura] organizations. This right may be exercised both by
the central organs of those organizations as well as their organs
in the districts, or divectly in the general meetings cf the
workers and employees in the enterprises, of scldiers in their
detachments, of peasants in their agricultural cooperatives or
in the villages as well as in the meetings of the workers and
employees of the state farms. No taxes, guarantees, bail and so
on are required for nomination of candidates either irom him
or from the organizatfons which propose him. It is enough if
the candidate enjoys the right to election, if the
organization confirms in written its intention of preposing
his candidature as well as if the candidate himself states in writ-
ing that he accepts his candidature for that organ and in the
name of organization proposing him.

At the pre-electoral meetings more names are brought forth
for discussion and approval than the number to be elected. The
pre-electoral meetings are characterized by the spirit of criticism
and self-criticism. The electors there pick out the persons who
really deserve the trust of the electors for that post, the per-
sons most willing and devoted to the service of the people, the
most capable men to carry out the task assigned to them. To
attain this objective the electors at these pre-elects i
discuss at large and in a critical way the activi
representative of the people, of the new candidates and
proposals and suggestions are forwarded by the masses. When
candidates are proposed the electors are not only entitied but
also duty-bound to express their approval or disapproval for
each candidate and if the occasion arises to propose their own
candidates.
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The election day is always on a holiday. Ballots are cast
within the same day from 6 am. to 10 p.m. throughout the
territory of the People’s Republic of Albania. Those persons who
cannot be at the place they have been registered on election
day will be issued a certificate to vote at any voting center in
the Republic. Voting centers are set up in hospitals, for the sick
or the electoral committee of the voting center takes a spezially
prepared ballot box to those who cannot move and they vote
wherever they may be. Invalids who cannot write their ballot
paper themselves are allowed to take a person they may trust
to enter with them in the voting cabin. Those who serve in the
2 under sail at the day of voting can cast their ballot in
nter of voting set up in board the ship they are on.

The candidate who receives one more vote than half the
number of voters registered in the electoral zone is proclaimed
the winner, The result is announced by the electoral committee,
which gives to the winner a certificate. If the majority is not
won the elections are repeated in a two weeks period.

The electoral system in Albania is thoroughly democratic.
The first concern of the legislator is to make it easier for the
elector to exercise his right as a free elector of a socialist state.
This concern and the great activity of the political and social
organizations during the electoral campaign are reflected in the
almost full participation of the electors at the ballot box and
in the fact that the candidates proposed by the workers them-
selves at the meetings organized by the Democratic Front during
the electoral campaign have received nearly all the votes at the
ballot.

The main principles of the organization and activity of
state organs are defined in the Constitution of the People’s
Republic of Albania and they lead to the realization of state
povrer by the people. These principles are at the root of the
other laws,

The highest organ of state power in the People’s Republic
of Albania is the People’s Assembly. Being made up of repre-
sentatives elected by direct vote by the people, the People’s
Assembly exercises the sovereignty of the people in the name
of the people n represents. The activity of the People’s
Assembly aims at carrying out the main functions of direction
and supervision of the people’s democratic state. The sphere
of action here is very broad. It includes practically all the eco-
nomic, political, social and cultura] fields, for there are laws that
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govern the activities of the state and social organs in all fields.
These laws on their part determine the juridical form of the
line pursued by the Party of Labour of Albania in building
socialism in Albania. The Constitution of the Republic recognizes
the leading role of the Party of Labour.

The concentration of all state power in the hands of the
People’s Assembly is a vivid expression of the socialist demo-
cracy of the state system in the People’s Republic of Albania.
All state organs are dependent on the People’s Assembly, a
thing which finds expression in the very wide competence which
the Constitution gives to the People’s Assembly.

The People’s Assembly approves the laws, the state budget
and the economic plans of the Republic.

The People’s Assembly appoints the upper state organs as
the Presidium of the People’s Assembly, the Government, the
High Court of Justice of the Republic, appoints the Attorney-
General and his Deputy-Attorneys.

Legislative power is exercised by the People’s Assembly
alone.

The fundamental principles on which work of the People’s
Assembly is based are defined in the Constitution of the
Republic. They are further developed in the edicts of the
People’s Assembly which contain also the rules of procedure
pursued during its sessions.

The basis of the work system of the People’s Assembly
are its sessions., It holds two regular sessions a year, one
usually in the spring and the second before the end of the year,
This last session approves the state bugdet for the following year.
The People’s Assembly is called in irregular sessions upon the
mitiative of the Presidium of the People’s Assembly or at the
request of one-third of the representatives.

The carrying on of the work of the People’s Assembly by
sessions gives the representatives an opportunity to have a spe-
ic occupation in their daily lives and thus be in continuous
ntact with the people. As a matter of fact, no kinds of activity
and legal profession is unsuitable to the functions of a deputy.
Therefore the representative of the People’s Assembly come
from all categories and from all professions. The make up of
the present legi includes 214 ives among whom
there are workers of industry, of agriculture, of education and
culture, jurists, physicians and so on, 25 of them &

To direct its work in sessions the People’s




at the beginning of each legislative period a presiding commit-
tee made up of & chairman, two vice-chairmen and a secretary.
But up to the choice of this committee the first meeting of
each legislature is presided by the oldest member of the house.
Tradition has it and the bylaws sanction it, thal b=fore
beginning its proceedings the first session of the newly elected
body. ten of the representatives most advanced in years get
together and choose one of their number to preside at the meetings
until the mandaum of the representatives are verified and the
presiding of the People’s has been chosen.
The group of Elders carries on a lively activity taking the
initiative on matters of practical activity of the People’s Assembly,
especially during the first session of every new legislaturc.

The People’s Assembly approve its agenda itself. But tak-
ing into account the time limits set forth in the bylaws for
distributing the draft laws and reports of committees not later
than 24 hours before they are taken up for discussion, the
presiding committee of the People’s Assembly takes steps to
hand to the representatives the necessary material to start work
in their sessions in time. During the sessions the agenda may
be ammended by decision of the People’s Assembly.

In order to make a detailed study of the drafts presented
1o the People’s Assembly, the latter appoints committees
according to the needs and in the manner specified by the
dispositions of the bylaws. The present as well as the former
legislature plior to this have appointed the following permanent
committees in addition to the auditting cummln,ee the juridical

. the bugdet the committee, the
committee for socla] and cultural problems and the committee
for foreign affairs, The People’s Assembly can set up also
temporary committees for specific matters and it :an  also
increase or decrease the existing committees, it can at any time
dismiss or replace the members of these committees in part or
as o whole. When committees are set up the People’s Assembly
appoints the chairman of each of them while the members of
each committee, choose their own vice-chairman and secretary
The various draft laws introduced in these committees undergo
a detailed study and discussion. The committees often send
their members and various experts to examine on the spot the
activity of the state organs or enterprises connected with the
draft law under study. Useful work in this direction is done
by the budget and economic committees to secure a rise in
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incomes, a lowering of expenditure and sounder work in the
field of social production. The committees may at times set up
sub-committees which are of necessity presided over by a
member of the committee, These subcommittees may call repre-
sentatives who are not members of these committees and spe-
cialists who are not representatives to the People’s Assembly,
o come and work with them. All state organs are obbiged to
give to the committees of the People’s Assembly all the
necessary information and other help in order that these
committees may fulfil their tasks successfully.

The committees express their opinion to the People’s
Assembly through a wrilten report. A copy of this report is
presented in wriling to each deputy not later than 24 hours
prior to the meeting. When opinions in the committee differ the
leport is drawn up by the majority, but the members of the
minority have a right to defend their views at the meeting of
the People’s Assembly.

The laws promulgated by the People’s Assembly pass
through a number of phases.” The initiative to introduce laws
lies with the Presidium of the People’s Assembly, the Govern-
ment, the committees of the People’s Assembly and each
xepre:entatwe A condition which the initiator is required to
fill, is to introduce the draft law in writing, drawn up in the
form of a law and accompanied by an exposition. Only
ammendments to the Constitution cannot be iniroduced by any
representative. In this case initiative can be taken by the
Presidium of the People’s Assembly, by the Government and by
a group of representatives containing two-fifths oi all the
representatives of the People’s Assembly. The draft law is
first taken up by the competent committee and then by People’s
Assembly in a plenary session. The discussion at first is made on
the draft law in principle and the voting is taken on it in
principle. Then every article is taken up and voted upon
separately. Ammendments to the law are voted upon before
the initial draft. Then the fina] vote is taken as a whole. A
final vote is also taken of the ammendments passed during the
discussions. The promulgation of laws is a matter of pure
procedure, The law is announced by the Presidium of the
People’s Assembly and bears the date of its approval at the
session. The Presidium has no right to suspend or put any other
obstacle in promulgating laws.

The Presidium of People’s Assembly is its permanent
organ, It exercises the functions of the collective presidency of
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the state. The Chairman of the Presidium acts in relations with
the outside world but all decisions and decrees are taken col-
lectively in the meetings of the Presidium. The competences of
the Presidium as a head of state, are wide and defined in the
Constitution of the Republic.

The Presidium of the People’s Assembly calls the sessions
of the People’s Assembly; sets the time for elections; decides
on the compatibility of laws with the Constitution, provided
this decision is later approved by the People’s Assembly;
interprets laws; promulgates laws that have been published;
issues decrees (when decrees contain juridical regulations they
are to be introduced for approval at the next session of the
People’s Assembly); exercises the right of indulgence in confor-
mity with the law; awards decorations and titles of honor;
xdhﬂes or denounces mwmatmna] Lreaha except when it deems
it that the C: of such treaties
be made by the People’s Assembly on the proposition of the
Government appoints or recalls the envoys extraordinary and
Ministers Plenipotentiary; receives letters of credentials and of
recall of diplomatic representatives of foreign states, appoints
and recalls the Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces of
the People’s Eepubhc of Albania; between two aessxons of the
People’s A general the
state of war in case oi an armed aggression against the Peuples
Republic of Albania or when this is necessary to fulfil the
obligations arising from the international treaties of mutual
defence against an aggression; on the proposition of the Chairman
of the Government appoints and dismisses ministers between
ions of the People’s Assembly; on the proposition of
of the Government sets up committees in the ranks of
the Government and appoints their chairman: on the proposal
of the Government designates the undertakings of geaeral
importance to the state which should be under direct management
of a Ministry or a government committee; on the basis of the
decisions of the People’s Assembly or on the proposal of the

t people’s on various issues
According to lhe (.onsmunnn the right to approve the state
budget is confined to the People’s Assembly and to it alone,
thus, the competences of the Presidium are limited in this
direction, But the Constitution on the other hand, bas assigned
a series of competences to the Presidium of the People’s
Assembly which it exercises also when the People’s Assembly
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is in session. Thus the task of the Presidium as cuuecme
head of state is brought in line with its responsibility to the
People’s Assembly which appoints and may d:scharge n. at any
time.

The representatives to the People’s Assembly enjoy a series
of rights closely linked with the discharge of their duties as
representatives of the people. The Constitution guarantees to
them parliamentary immunity. In the People’s Assembly they
are entitled to pose questions and summon the ministers and
government to a debate. “The representatives to the People’s
‘Assembly are entitled to a monthly remuneration. to the free
use of all state means of transport and to other privileges.
Having so many rights the representatives to the People’s
Assembly are at the same time conscious of their duty; they
know that the people have trusted them and that this trust
is 1o be rewarded with active and conscientious service to the

ople

According to the article 61 of the Constitution of the
People’s Republic of Albania the Government is the highest
executive authority of the People’s Republic of Albania.

The Government is and by the People’s
Assembly. At the first session of each legislature the head of
the Government hands the resignation of his Government to
the lected People’s £ A of the
Government is put to vote and may or may not be accepted.
When the People’s Assembly accepts the resignation of the
Government, a representative or a group of representatives
propose that a certain person be charged with forming the new
Government which he is going to head. The list introduced by
the new head of Government is discussed in the People’s
Assembly and if it is approved a decision is passed on the
appointient of the new Government.

The Government of the People’s Republic of Albania is a
truc organ of the people as it is appointed by the People’s
Assembly which, on its part, is an organ chosen directly by the
people.

The Government is responsible to the People’s Assembly
to which it renders account for its work. Between iwo sessions
of the People’s Assembly it is responsible to the Presidium
ol the People’s Assembly.

The Government acts on the basis of the Constitution and
of laws and it issues ordinances and supervises their application
and the application of other laws in power.




The Government draw the general economic plan of the
state and the general budget of the state and present them to
the Peopic’s Assembly for approval and supervise their applica-
ticn, they direct the credit and monetary system, take all steps
necessary to secure and defend the constitutional order and the
rights of citizens, direct the general organization of the army,
maintain relations with foreign states, see to it that treaties and
international obligations are observed, they introduce the
projects drafted by them or by each Minister to the People's
Assembly, draw up the internal organization of the Minisiries
and of the set up i
institutions to carry out economic, cultural and national defense
measures.

According to the article 64 of the Constitution of the
Peopie’s Republic of Albania the Government is made up of
the Chairman, deputy-Chairmen, Ministers, the President of the
State Control Commission and the President of the State
Planning Commission.

The head of Government proposes the make-up of the
Government, presides at meetings and directs their activity,
represents the Government both in the country and abroad.

The President of the State Control Commission and the
President of the State Planning Commission are of the same
rank as the Ministers. The Ministers head their Ministries.
According to the article 69 of the Constitution there are 13
Ministries.

The State Control Commission and the State Planning
Commission are of equal rank with the Ministries.

The Ministries direct the work of the institutions,

aterprises and o zati on them.

The activities of each Ministry are directed by the
Minister who examines the most important problems with his
deputy — Ministers, with the leading employees of the Ministry
and with the Ministerial Board.

In addition to the work of directing their Ministries the
Ministers take part in solving all important problems taken up
at the Ministerial Council.

According to the article 68 of the Constitution, the Ministers
issue decrees and instructions, within the bounds of their
competence and conformable to laws, seeing to it that the laws,
decisions and ordinances of the Government are carried out to
ihe letter.
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Speaking about the program of the Government of the
People’s Republic of Albania to the People's Assembly cn July
16, 1962, Premier Mehmet Shehu said: <The program of the new
Government of our People’s Republic, just as that of its
predecessor, consists of carrying out to the letter the line of the
Party to build socialism in our country. to protect the highest
interests of the people, of the homeland and of socialism from
any foe, to defend peace. In its internal policy the program of
the Government aims at carrying out the task assigned by the
IVih Congress of the Party regarding the 3d five-year plan, at
building socialism and at continually raising the welfare of the
people. In foreign policy the program of the Government aims
at consolidating the position of the People’s Republic of Albania
in the international arena, at defending our socialist fatherland
against any eventual danger from outside, at strengthening the
fraternal friendship and collaboration between socialist countries,
at strengthening the unity of the socialist camp on the basis of

the principles of marxism-lenini and o
internationalism, at giving unreserved support to the national-
il a ist struggle of the peoples,

to the revolutionary struggle of the international working class.
to peaceful co-existence with other non-socialist countries and
to strengthening peace in the Balkans and in the world».

is program was enthusiastically hailed by all the Alba-
nian people who have full confidenca in their people’s Govern-
ment.

On the basis of the article 71 of the Constitution of the
People’s Republic of Albania the local organs of state power.
the People’s Councils, together with the People’s Assembly make
up the political basis of the Albanian state.

e inciples of the organi and activity
of the People’s Councils are consecrated in the Constitution
of the People’s Republic of Albania and are further amplified
in the law on the people’s councils of November 26, 1953. This
law is still in force, though slightly ammended during subsequent
vears, The principles on the organization and activity of the
people’s councils specified in the Constitution and laws of the
People’s Republic of Albania, aim at giving the local organs of
state power a truly representativa character, at making the
repeated control of the masses on their activity most effective.
at securing the active participation of these masses in the daily
work of these local organs of state power.

The system of People’s Councils is built to conform to the
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territorial administrative division of the country delineated in
the decision of the People’s Assembly of February 1958 and its
modifications. The whole of Albania’s territory is divided into
counties. The city of Tirana is an administrative unit by itself.
The country is divided into localities and towns. The locality is
an_administrative unit made up of a number of towns and
villages or of a number of villages, or of a number of towns.
Big towns are subdivided into districts.

To correspond to this administrative division of the territory
of the country there are in the People’s Republic of Albania
people’s councils of counties, towns, localities, villages and
districts,

The People’s Councils are elected for a thref-year term
of office by citizens who have reached their 18th vear of age
by direct, secret and general ballot.

Time and again the People’s Councils call meetings of the
electors to whom they render account of the work they have
done. The electors have the right to recall the people’s councils
or any member of the people’s council who has not deserved the
trust of the people in him, before the termination of the three-
year term of office.

The lower People’s Council is dependent upon and renders
account to the People’s Council of superior rank: village,
locality, town and county. The city of Tirana makes an exception
and is of county rank. Thus. there is a double dependence of
the People’s Councils, on the people and on the higher People’s
Council.

The People’s Councils meet in regular periodic sessions
and in extraordinary sessions: the regular sessions are called
by the Executive Committees of the People’s Councils while
they are called in extraordinary sessions by their Exeoutive
Committees or at the request of one-third of their members,
or at the request of the superior People’s Councils and their
Executive Committees or at the request of the higher organs
of state power or of the state administration

The meetings of the People's Councils are valid if there is
a quorum present.

In order to carry on their work the People’s Councils choose
their Executive Committees and various other committees from
their ranks, The People’s Councils carry out most of their work
through their Executive Committees while through the various
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other committees they exercise control over the enterprises,
institutions and within their j

Tt is the duty of the People’s Councils to direct the economic
und cultural life within the territory under their jurisdiction,
io supervise the application of laws, to keep pnblic order. to
safeguard the rights of citizens. to look after the realization of
the economic plan and of the local budget. to choose their exe-
cutive committees, to dismiss them or any of their members
when they fail to fulfill their tasks, to set up permanent as well
as temporary committees. The County People’s Councils and the
Tirana People’s Council are authorized to choose the fudges
and assistant judges of the dictrict courts of justice.

According to the article 73 of the Constitution the People’s
Councils are authorized to issue decrees and ordinances con-
formable to the Constitution and other laws and with instructions
from higher organs of state power. '['he People’s Councils may
apnul the decisions and ordis f the
chosen by them as well as the decﬂlorﬂ and ordinances of the
lower people’s councils.

The Executive Committees chosen by the People’s Councils
are the local organs of authority. There are no executive com-
mittees of people’s councils in villages: The work of the Exe-
cutive Committees in the villages is done by the People’s
Councils themselves.

The Executive Committees of the People’s Councils are
chosen by the latter at their first meeting after elections. The
Exccutive Committees consist of the chairman, deputy-chairmen,
secretary and committee members.

The Executive Committees have their separate departments
and offices, Thus, for instance, they have their department of
industry. agriculture, education etc.

The Executive Committees draw up and send to the People’s
Councils for approval the economic and cultural plans for the
territory under their jurisdiction and supervise their application.
they draw up and send to the People’s Councils for approval
the plan of the local budget and tak= steps to see to it that it
is carried out, they see to it that laws, decrees, decisions and
ordinances of the government and of the other higher organs,
as well as the decisions and ordinances of their own People’s
Councils are carried out and they take steps 1o safeguard
sociahist property and to protect the rights and interests of
the citizens living in their territory.
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Ce i on the People’s
Counak that have chosen them and on the higher executive
committees. The higher Executive Committees direct and
supervise the work of the lower Executive Committees. The
hxghex Executive Committees may annul also the decisions and

of the lower Committe The

Committees of the higher People’s councils exercise supervision
over the activities of the lower People’s Councils, enjoying the
right sanctioned by the Constitution to suspend the execution
of the decision and ordinances issued by them when they are
contrary to law or not in proper form, and they may request
the higher people’s councils to annul them.

The Executive Committees are entitled to issue decisions
and ordinances while the chiefs of the departments and offices
of the Executive Committees to issue orders and instructions.

Justice in the People’s Republic of Albania is exercised
by the Higher Court, the Circuit Courts, the People’s Courts
and the Courts-martial

In their work the courts of justice are in duty-bound
to protect from any encroachment:

a) the social and state organization of the People’s Re-
public of Albania, the socialist system of economy and  socialist
property,

b) ‘the political, work, dwelling rights and the perscnal
rights and interests as well as property rights of citizens.

c\ Lhe rlghts and mwrests guaranteed by law of the state

nterprises, i and other social

nrgumzaﬁans

The courts of justice carry out these duties by teying
penal cases in juridical sittings and by meting out the
punishment specified by law to traitors and criminals as well
by settling conflicts connected with the rights and interests
of citizens, of state institutions, of enterprises, cooperatives
and social organizations.

Tribunals are the same and equal for all citizens regardless
of their social standing, of their wealth, standard of culture.
nationality, race or religion.

They are in isi their i they
pass judgment on the basis of law and pronounce their
sentences in the name of the people. The judges pass sentences
based on the law and on their inner conviction. No person or
organ can interfere and give instructions to judges regarding
the decision they are to take.
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Court sittings are held with doors open except in cases
when it is necessary to guard a state, military or diplomatic

secret, when sexual cases are being tried or when crimes are
committed by children under 16 years of age. In all cases,
however, the decisions must be announced publicly.

All trials are conducted in Albanian, those who do not
know Albanian speak through interpreters.

Another that
character of judges is the fact that they are elected the people’s
judges are chosen directly by the people while the circuitous,
martial and high courts of justice are chosen by organs which
are themselves chosen by the people, namely the People’s
Assembly. Any person enjoying the electora] rights, that is,
any citizen 18 years old and above, can be a judge

The participation of people in trials is determined also
by the fact that the courts of justice examine the cases before
them through a juridical body made up of a judge and two
assistant jugdes who are also chosen by the people.

With the exception of those of the High Court of Justice
al) decisions of the tribunals may be protested within a specified
period of time. Annulment of sentences that have passed the
final stage can only be demanded by the Attorney-General
and the President of the High Court of Justice.

According to the articie 85 of the Constitution of the
People’s Republic of Albania the following tribunals function
in the country: the High Court of Justice, the Courts-martial,
the Circuit and the People’s Courts.

The High Court of Justice is the highest organ of justice
in the People’s Republic of Albania. It is chosen by the People’s
Assembly for a period of four years.

The High Court of Justice supervises the work of all
tribunals, examines complaints and protests against decisi-
ons taken by the Circuit Courts and Courts-martial, it also
takes up and passes on the request of the Attorney-General
or of the Chief Justice of the High Court on issues of breach
of law by sentences that have taken final form.

The High Court of Justice is made up of the Chief Justice,
the vice-Chairmen, the members and assistant-judges with
these boards: for penal cases, for civil cases, for military and
for disciplinary cases.
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The penal and civil boards of the High Court of Justice
take up issues of special importance in session made up of
the Chief Justice or a member of the High Court and two
assistant judges. whereas complaints, protests and requests in
defence of breach of law against sentences that have taken
definite form are taken up in the sittings of three members
of the High Court.

The military board of the High Court may take up cases
of the first instance in a sitting of three members of the military
board. i

The examination of request in defense of legality presented
by the Attorney-General or the Chief Justice of the High
Court against decisions of the boards of the High Court is made
by the pienum of the High Court made up of the Chief Justice.
vice-chairmen and all the members of the High Court. The At-
torney-General also takes part in the plenum and the Minister of
Justice may also take part in it

The Courts-martial are chosen by the People’s Assembly
and between two of its sessions by the Presidium of the People's
Assembly for a three-year term of office. The Courts-martial
are made up of their chairmen, vice-chairmen and assistant
judges. The Courts-martial try only offenses against the state
and crimes committed by army men

The Circuit Courts are chosen by the People’s Councils
of counties under their jurisdiction for a 3-year term of office

The Circuit Court is made up of its chairman. its members
and its assistant-judges and tries penal and civil cases which
the law has left to their competence. The Circuit Court takes
up also complaints and protests against penal and civil sentences
passed by the people’s councils.

The Circuit Court has its penal and civil boards which
try cases in the hrst instance by a body made up of the
court and two tant-judges, whereas the
protests against decisions of the People’s Courts at a smmg
of three members of the court.

The number of Circuit Courts, their seats and territorial
jurisdiction are fixed by the Presidium of the People’s Assembly
on the recommendation of the Ministry of Justice.

he people’s courts of justice are elected by the people
by genelal equal, direct and secret ballot for a three-year
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term of office. They try first inslance cases in sessions of one
people’s judge and two assistant-judges

The number of people’s courts of justice, their seats and
{heir territorial jurisdiction are set by the People’s Assembly
at the proposal of the Ministry of Justice.

The right to propose candidates for people’s judges and
people’s assistant-judges belongs to the worker’s organizations
and associations as well as to the general meetings of workers,
employees. peasants and army men in their centers of work
or of service.

People’s judges render account to the electors for their
work and the work of the people’s courts and may be recalled
at any time by their electors if they have abused their trust.

The Attorney-General’s office is an organ of the People’s

Acsembly. The main duty of this office is the enforcement
of laws and the pmk%lon of state and social orooerty, Guided
by this principle the Attorney-General’s office supervises and
checks if the decisions, ordinances, orders and instructions of
the local state institutions and organs conform to the Consti-
tution, to the laws, decisions and ordinances of the Government.
It supervises the correct and strict application of laws and
other legal dispositions by the local institutions and state
organs. by the <ocial organizations. persons of authority and
ns, supervises the correct and uniform application of
the organs of justice, starts the indictment for penal
uff(‘nw\ and follows it up to all instances in all the courts of
the People’s Government of Albania, supervises, on the basis
of special dispositions, the legitimacy of the acts and the
regular activity of the organs of the Ministry of Interior.

The Attorney-General and his assistants appointed and
recalled by the People’s Assembly, head the office of the
Attorney.

The Attorney-Genera] directs all the work of the office

the People’s Assembly for the work of his office,

The ammeVS of counua the military attorneys and their
by the Attorney-General
to whom thev also vender account for thelr work.

The organs of the office of atforneys are independent
of all local organs and depend only on the Attorney-General.

he organs of the attorney’s office are built on the prin-
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ciple of full centralization. The attorney of higher rank is
entitled to suspend or annul every anomalous act of the
attorney of lower rank. Whereas the principle of democratization
finds expression in the appointment of the Attorney-General
and his assistants by the People’s Assembly.

The attorney has the right to protest against the verdicts
given by the courts of justice within his jurisdiction, The
Attorney-General has the right to present a demand to defend
the law against unappealed verdicts, by ordering, at the same
time the suspension of the execution of the verdict against
which the demand is made.

All the state organs, institutions, social organizations and
citizens are obliged to give the attorney the informations,
explanations and other material he needs if he asks for them.

No one can be held in custody for more than three days
without the approval of the attorney and no one can be arrested
without a verdict of the court or the approval of the attorney.

Attorneys are assisted in fulfilling their functions by the
people’s attorneys who are elected by the people in every
district, village or work center.

Through their work the attorneys help enforce socialist
justice, form socialist conscience among citizens and build
socialism in our country.

All the achievements the Albanian people have attained
in building and strengthening their state of the People’s De-
mocracy are due to the leading and organizational role cf the
Party of Labour of Albania, a party of the marxist-leninist type.

The role of leadership of the Party of Labour of Albania
in the state and social life of the country is recognized by the
Constitution of the People’s Republic of Albania. In the article
21 of the Constitution we read that the party «ds the organized
vanguaud of the working class and of all the laboring masses
in their struggle to build the basis of soclahsm and it is the
nucleus of of all the of the workers,
both social as well as of the states.

The policy of the Party of Labour of Albania is the basis
of existence of the people’s democratic order in Albania. The
Party leads the development of the country along the only
correct path which is based on the objective laws of development
of society, on the teachings of Marxism-Leninism, on the
experience of the fraternal Marxist-leninist parties.
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The Party of Labour of Albania leads the people’s
democratic state within the bounds of the Constitution of the
People’s Republic of Albania. The members of the Party of
Labour of Albania play a leading role in the state organs, for
in choosing their representative to the state organs, the workers
place their trust first and foremost on the members of the
Party of Labour of Albania.

The highest expression of the role of leadership of the
Party of Labour of Albania lies in the fact that the state organs
no decisions of importance without the respective
instructions of the Party. The Constitution of the People’s Re-
public of Albania, the laws on economic plans, acts of legal
importance regarding the electoral system, with the organization
and functions of the local organs of state power etc, were
elaborated and enacted on the initiative and under the guidance
of the Party of Labour of Albania.

The Party of Labour of Albania guides not only the
activity of the state organs but also that of all the organizations
of the masses in Albania, to wit, the Trade Unions, the Union
of the Labor Youth of Albama the Umon of the Albanian
Women, the P i and other of the masses-
This, of course doesn’t mean that these organizations submit
to the Party. The Party guides them by the force of its
authority and prestige.

To make its role of the leadership felt in the life of
the country the Party of Labour of Albania sets up the groups of
the Party in all the elected organs of the democratic people’s state
and in the social organizations. These groups are set up, as
the article 69 of the statute of the Party of Labour of Albania
has it, wherever there are not less than 3 parly members
present. The groups of the party are in duty bound 1o strengthen
the influence of the Party and the application of its policy
among the non-party members, to enforce state discipline, to
fight against bureaucracy, to supervise the carrying out of the
directives of the Party. The party groups are dependent on the
vespective organs of the Party (on the Central Committee of
the Party of Labour of Albania and the Party committees) and
are guided in their activity by the decisions of the leading
organs of the Party,

The organizations of the masses of workers led by the
Party of Labour of Albania, join in the Democratic Front. The
Democratic Front is a powerful organization that links the
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broad masses of people with the Party. Under the leadership
of the Party of Labour of Albania, the Democratic Front
mobilizes the Albanian people in their active fight to build up
socialism in Albania.

United in the Democratic Front around the Party of Labour
of Albania and the People’s Government, the Albanian people
are dead set on overcoming all obstacles, lying in the way to
socialist edification.

..

Twenty years of fice life have shown the vitality and
superiority of the socialist order in our country. The un-
paralleled successes which the People’s Power has scored in
all spheres of life of the country have further strengthened
and turned Albania into a granitic rock on the Adriatic sea-coast



DEVELOPMENT OF NATIONAL ECONOMY IN
THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA
DURING 20 YEARS

November 29, 1944 marked the most glorious victory in
the history of the Albanian people: the complete liberation of
Albania [rom the fascist yoke and from the fierce rule Df the
reactionaries and traitors to the country. The enemies
crushed. A dark epoch in which oppression, exploxtanon.
injustice and ignorance prevailed came to an end and on its
ruins there arose the new epoch of new Albania. There really
came for Albania that epoch which was sung by the great
Albanian poet, Naim Frashéri:

Happy will be he that will live

to see her free!.

The 20-year period of the free life, of the people’s power,
it is the period of the country’s regeneration, of the renewal
development and all-round progress of Albania; it is the period
of the flourishing of the people’s inexhaustible energies, but
recently oppressed and choked by the feudal system that ruled
in the country. Twenty years, a comparatively short period but
full of great events which are linked with the revolutionary
changes in the life of a country and people, social and economic
transformations which led from the overthrow of the exploiting
classes, landlords and bourgeoisie to the building of socialist
society.
Social-economic reforms — an indispensable step
or the country’s development

Before hbemhon Albania was the most backward country
in Europe, with marked vestiges of feudalism. King Zog’s rule
left the country and the people in great poverty. The keys to
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the national economy were in the hands of foreign monopolies
which aimed at colonizi Albania. Thus, commerce, animal
husbandry, forests, mines, agriculture, treasury, posts, maritime
and air communications, etc. were sold to foreign powers
through conventions, concessions and other means. Such compa-
nies as «S.V.EA», «AIP.Ax «ELA.A», «Anglo-Persian Oil»,
«Standard Oil of New-York» and other companies were
exploiting Albania’s wealth. At that time the Albanian people
were suffering, unemployment was high, there were also
cases of death from hunger.

The economy at that time was of a semi-feudal and semi-
colonial nature, It was very primitive and backward. Agricul-
ture relied mainly on hand implements, on wooden plough and
small partitioned production. As regards industry, there could
be no question about it. It existed rather in the form of
handicraft. Even those few workshops that existed were very
primitive. The home bourgeoisie was not concerned at all with
building up an industry, and the less so the ruling regime
Foreign monopolies likewise were not making any investments
as they were getting the raw material from here and processed
it in their own countries. To this miserable situation in the
country’s economy was added the great educational and cultural
backwardness of the people. Over 80 per cent of the population
were illiterate,

War brought great calamities m me Albanian people. In
addition to invaders
and the traitors to the country caused many material damages.
They set fireto the villages and cities, took away hundreds of
thousands of head of cattle, blew up bridges, destroyed roads,
mines and schools. Albania is one of the countries that has
suffered much heavier damages than many other countries,
Thus, in such conditions, the new people’s power was faced
with great difficult tasks concerning the country’s social and
economic restoration. From the very outset (from December 12,
1944 and onwards) a sevies of measures were adopted which
aimed at settling in the first place the agrarian problem (the
principai question of the democratic and anti-feudal revolution)
as well as the democratisation of the country’s life, the
uprooting cf the fascist vestiges, liquidation of the resistance of
the overthrown classes, opening of new horizons for the allround
development of the country, ete.
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Taking into account the fact that one of the rentury-old
aspirations of peasantry, one of their greatest dreams, had
bee:s the seizure of land for which they had fought against the
culing beys and landlords, the People’s Power promulgated on
August 29, 1945 the law on the land reform. Before the
implementation of the land reform 7 landlords owned 14, 554
hectares of land, distributed in such a way as an average of
2,079 hectares of land belonged to every family. 4,713 rich
landlords possessed 91,133 hectares of land, that is 19 hectares
of land per family. The state domains included 50,000 hectares
of land, while 128,961 middle and small landowners had
237,668 hectares of land. 21,544 peasant families did not have
even a span of land. In brief, the latifundists and big landowners
who accounted for the 3 per cent of the peasant farmsteads,
together with the state domains, possessed almost half of the
arable area of that time, while the rest of the land belonged
10 the middle and poor peasantry, which accounted for the 83
per cent of the peasant farmsteads. 14 per cent of the
farmasteads were completely landless. Such a situation shows the
great difference between the peasant groups concerning the
land ownership as well as the marked inequality in the feudc-
bourgeois oppressive and exploiting social order.

The land reform was carried out very quickly. It was
completed on November 17th 1854. Tt was one of the principal
reforms of the people’s power, fully liquidating big landowners
and eliminating the feudal relations in the country-side.
Important is the fact that this big revolutionary action was
carried out with the broad participation of poor peasantry
under the leadership of the working class, through the poor
peasant committees. The implementation of the land reform
brought about the following results: there were completely
expropriated 8,714 landowners with 54,499 hectares of land and
287.944 olive trees; there were partly expropriated 10,641
landowners with 64,947 hectares of land and 125,259 olive trees.
Religious institutions were deprived of 3,163 hectares of land and
61,024 olive trees while the state domains remained untouched.
There were set up in them the State Agricultural Enterprises
(state farms). The land reform measured and distributed
altogether 320,000 of hectares of land, 474,277 olive trees and
5,923 draft animals. 48,667 poor families and. 21,544 ~landless
families received a total of 155,195 hectares of land, 238,727
olive trees and about 6000 draft animals. Thus the land refcrm
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ropri without the big land , the
beys and religious institutions, partly those that owned over
5 hectares of land, the kulaks as well as all those who did
not cultivate the land themselves.

The people’s power could not leave aside the other problems
of the farmsteads. It camed out a series of measures which
led to the nati of the i
the industrial enterprises (set up during the fascist occupation)
and which were property of foreign capital. In the early days
after the liberation there was confiscated all the property of
the traitors to the country, who had collaborated with the
invaders, there was carried out the state control on production
and distribution in the industrial enterprises, there were
established state prices in the wholesale private trade, trading
of gold was forbidden, the state control was established on
foreign trade, extraordinary taxes were imposed on merchants
that had speculated during the war, etc. During the 1945-
1946 period there was carried out the nationalisation of the
whole industry that belonged to the local bourgeoisie, there
was established the full state monopoly on foreign trade, the
wholesale domestic trade was taken over by the state. Transport,
banks, etc. which were a property of foreign capital, were
nationalised. There were taken over by the state a total cf 90
shareholder companies and foreign capital enterprises. Mines
were also nationalized. Thus, the key sectors in economy, —
industry, transport, banking system, wholesale trade, etc. —
were definitcly taken over by the state. Thus, there came into
being the state sector of economy which had a socialist cha-
racter and served as an economic foundation for the gradual
development of the backward economy on the road of progress.

These essentially revolutionary reforms, which met with
the unammous support of the workmg masses, brought about
the

of the of foreign mono-
polies and the local bourgeoisie, created that indispensable
economic foundation without which the political power should
be endangered and the up-building of socialism could not be
started and finally there came into being socialist relations in
production, such as in industry, commerce, transport, etc,
laying thereby the foundations for a planned economy.
The indispensability of carrying out these reforms was
dictated by the needs and historical conditions  in which Albania
i i after ion, The ion of the
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country had to be done, the wounds caused by the war had to
be healed and the country’s life had to be normalized within the
mmm possible time- And this could not be done without
liquidating the exploiting social order. The people translated
wito reality the reforms and other measures adopted by the
Government, showing a great patriotic enthusiasm.

On the other side the People’s Power aimed at building
up a socialist society. To attain this aim social economic changes
had to be made without fail on socialist foundations, creating
ocialist relations in production in all the sectors of national
conomy, and build up the material and technical basis of
socialism and carry out the technical revolution. This is why
he people’s power acted with so much dynamism and rapidity
ing out a series of reforms of great political and economico-
social importance. Upon the liquidation for ever of the eco-
nomic basis of the classes, and of
exploitation of man by man, the Albanian people started the
work for the building R ik life, developing at an unprece-
dented rate all the sectors of national economy.

New socialist industry — the pride of the P.R.A.
of the people’s power and the Albanian people

The Albanian people had always dreamed of having their
own national industry. In the course of history, alongside with
the struggle for freedom and i . the most
representatives of National Revival, people of a broad outlook
that were concerned with the future of the homeland, have
gone on record for the establishment and development of a
national industry. Of course, this remained only a wishful think-
ing because at that time this dream could not be translated into
reality due to the fact that Albania was a very backward
country; she was under the rule of foreigners and_later of the
feudo-bourgeois cliques which left her in a profound darkness.
Albania’s wealth was exploited by foreign monopclies which
did not even think of setting up here any kind of industry.

Before liberation, in the full meaning of the word, there
could be no question of industry. This sector, within the ge-
neral framework of the entire economy, accounted for only 9,8
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per cent of production. At that time there were in Albania only a
few very small factories and workshops of a local nature,
employing a very small number of workers (in 1938 there
were not more than 3,000 workers all over the country, who
had to work 12-14 hours and more daily) and a very primitive
technique in which the hand-work prevailed. This «industrym
was producing in the first place some consumption items fo
meet the country’s needs, such as macaroni, flour, hides, soap,
cigarettes, oil. Some progress had been made by the oil
industry, but it was entirely in the hands of foreign companies,
Power industry, too, was quite backward. In the year 1938
there were only 18 power stations with a total generating
capacity of 3,200 kws with an annual production of about
2,000,000 kwhs. During the occupation years of 1939-1944, this
capacity rose up to 4,700 kws with an annual preduction of
6,300,000 kwhs. Likewise, there were some very primitive
mines, which were without any i criterion
by foreign monopolies and local owners. Other industrial
branches did not exist.

The heavy rule of various invaders, the preservation of
marked vestiges of feudalism up to Albania’s liberation, the
antinational and anti-popular policy of the ruling classes, the
great ravages caused to Albania by the second world war — all
these bear witness to the fact that, just as in all the other sectors.
in the i sector had been y
great,

On the threshold of the country’s liberation those small
and scarce industrial branches were giving less than 50 per cent
of the 1938 production. As a matter of fact, the situation was
as follows: No mine was functioning, they had been either
blown up or closed, Raw material was lacking — such as coal,
petrol; there wag a lack of other auxiliary materials as well as
many machines. Such was the picture of the so called industry
immediately after the country’s liberation, Thus, in such
conditions, the People’s Power had to start its difficult struggle
for the construction of an ent\rely new industry which could
serve as an for the cf the
other branches of national economy. With regard to Albania
industrialization was an objective historic and economic indis-
pensability. The need for the country’s industrialization was
dictated, in the first place, by the indispensability of strengthening’
tae positions of the working class as a leader of all the working
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masses for the up-building of socialism; secondly, by the need to
produce as many items as possible at home in order better to meet
the growing material and cultural requirements of the working
people: thirdly, by the immediate demand to help in the
socialist transformation of agriculture and, fourthly, by the
national duty to lessen imports as much as possible so that to
put an end to the country’s ds on foreign
Therefore. the People’s Power, since the early days of its
activity, considered the countrys mdustrmhzahon and elec-
trification as a first-rate task.

Of course, at the beginning industrialization started with
light industry, but the People’s Power did not neglect heavy
industry: it even developed it at fast rates. This is because the
material and technical foundation of socialism cannot be built
up only with the light industry. Moreover, without developing
heavy industry Albania’s great riches could not be exploited,
work could not be provided to the labour force, national income
could not be increased nor the purchasing power of the working
masses could grow.

The organisation of new industry required a big and difficult
work, After the taking over by the State of all factories, mines,
etc,, there was carried out their merger into big production
enterprises. Foundations were laid for a planned industrial
production. As a result of these measures, industry managed,
as early as in 1946, to give 96 per cent of the 1938 production,
and in 1947 work began on the basis of annual plans, Important
investments were made so that in 1948 Albania's industrial
production exceeded twofold the pre-war level.

Within the framework of the development of the entire
national economy, the People’s Power mapped out the per-
spective economic plans. Thus, during the years 1949-1950 the
two-year plan was carried out. There were invested in it more
than 4,150,000,000 leks, of which almost 50 per cent in industry.
Proceeding from the pnnmpk that industry constitutes the basis
of the socialist, economic orgamsatxm and that Albania’s transition
from backward tech feudal state, to the
building of socialism, was to be done directly overpassing the
stage of the develcpﬁd industrial capitalism, the People’s Power
undertook the construction of the first big industrial projects.

Under the first 5-year plan (1951-1955) there were set up
and put into operation some 150 factories, workshops or new

53




State or ive i i nterprises. in the
sector of the construction, mining and handicraft Ministry. The
most important industrial projects that were constructed and put
into operation during the first five-year plan period include:
the «Stalin» textile combine in Tirana, the «November 8th-
sugar combine in Korca. the «Nako Spiru» wood-working combine
at Elbasan, the cotton ginning factories at Fieri and Rogozhina,
the «Vasil Shanto» tobacco fermentation works in Shkodra, the
«V. I. Lenin» cement factory in Vlora, the «Lenin» hydro-
power station in Tirana, the rice ginning factory in Vlora, the
tannin extraction factory also in Vlora, ete. During that five-
year plan period cavital investment: reached .17.246.000,000
leks, about half of which were used in the young industry. By
the end of the first five-year plan the industrial production
grew 11 times as compared with the year 1938. and 179 per
cent as against 1950. Under the firet five-year plan Albania was
country into an
agr\culmral-mdustnal one. And for th\s th«re ‘were not required
more than 10 years after liberation.

The first five-vear plan was an historic period in which
the Albanian working peovle learned how to work concrately
for the up-building of socialism. for a planned economic and cul-
tural development and how to manage the national economy
This was the five-year period of the formation of a new. militant
and heroic working class.

The second five-year plan (1956-1960) broucht new victories
to the Albanian people. In the field of industry the main
task of this plan was the develooment especially of mining
industry. the exploitation of new mineral resources. the expan-
sion of power industry. the food and other industries. But the
main feature of industrial production during this period has
been that of development of means of production at faster rates
than that of means of consumption

During the second five-year plan period there was complet-
ed. the construction of and put into operation over 250 impor-
tant economic, social and cultural projects. The most important
among them have been the «Karl Marx» hydrooower station,
the high tension lines with a total length of 400 kms. for the
distribution of electric power to the country’s main industrial
centers, the oil processing plans in the City of Stalin and Cerrik,
together with the pipeline, the Alarupi coal mine, the Kurb-
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nesh copper ore mine, those of iron-nickel at Pishkash and
Cervenake, the chromium ore mines at Tropoja and

the copper concentration factory at Kurbnesh, the brick works
the velvet cloth factory, the glass works in Tirana. the fruit
and vegetable preserve factories, the grape processing factories.
the tobacco fermentation plants as well as many other projects.

During this period there were set up new industrial bran-
ches such as the oil processing industry. the iron nickel and
chromium ore extraction industry. the metal. wood, glass and
ceramics, textile, food and other industries. The extraction: of
oil, coal, chromium, copper and bitumen. the production of
electric power, building materials, etc., were increased also.

The total volume of industrial output for the 1956-1960
period was completed in 4 years and 9 months, that of mining
industry in 4 and a half years, while the level of industrial
production established for 1960 was reached one year ahead of
schedule. At the end of 1960, in less than six months, there was
produced as much as it was produced in 1955, or the 1938

roduction was reached in 1960 in less than 15 days. The «Karl
Marx~ hydropower station alone produces in 3 days as much
electric power as there was produced during one year throughout
Albania, The Tirana city is supplied today with 25 {imes more
power than the whole of Albania was supplied in 1938. If the
1938 industrial development level were to be preserved, to
realize the total production of coal which was realized in 1957,
it would take 64 years, for chromium — 23 years, electric power
— 14 years, etc. As early as in 1957 Albania produced per capita
electric power 18 per cent more than Turkey, coal 4.7 times
more than Ttaly, and nearly 30 per cent more than Greece:
chromium 20 times more ' than Greece, 16 times more
than Yugoslavia, nearly 3 times more than Turkey.
cotton textiles 1,5 times more than Turkey, 25 per cent more
than Greece and 14 per cent more than Yugoslavia.

Taking 1960 as a basis, compared with 1938, the textile
industry production grew 95 times, that of food industry 24
times, coal 78 times, crude oil 6,7 times, wood industry 65 times.
cement 8 times, power 21 times, etc. During the years 1951-1959
the average annual rate of the growth of industrial production
in the Peoples’ Republic of Albania has been 20,6 per cent.
while in Greece 8,8 per cent, in Yugoslavia 11,3 per cent, in
Italy 8,3 per cent, in France 6,3 per cent and in Belgium 2.6
per cent.
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In the year 1960 the industrial production in Albania, as
compared with the pre-war increased about 25 times. To realize
the industrial production of only the first 16 years of the People’s
Power, it would take the Zogu regime, if the 1938 production
level was preserved, 153 years. Important successes have been
achieved also during the first 3 vears of the third five-year plan.
Tn the year 1963 the total industrial output, as against 1938.
grew 30 times. At present the 1938 production is achieved in
less than 13 days. During the month of October 1963 alone, the
total industrial production was 2,9 times larger than the whole
of the 1938 production.

In 1963 the total industrial output was fulfilled, as against
the plan, by 101,3 per cent and was increased by 6,7 per cent
as compared with 1962. According to the industrial branches.
the plan of the total industrial production has been fulfilled
by: power industry — 101,5 per cent, coal industry — 1017
per cent, chromium’ industry, 100,6 per cent, copper industry —
103,5 ver cent, building materials industry 1006 per rent.
wood industry — 101.3 per cent, glass and ceramics industry —
103,5 per cent, clothing and footwear industry — 1035 per cent,
food industry — 102,1 per cent, etc.

Until 1955 Albania occupied one of the last places in the
per capita production of power. In 1938 Albania produced
twice less power than Turkey per capita of the population. In
1962 Albania produced nearly 25 per cent more po-
wer per capita than Turkey. In 1961, as against 1950.
power industry in Albania was increased by 1,081 per
cent, in Greece — 380 per cent, in Ttaly — 238 per cent, in
Yugoslavia — 412 per cent and in Turkey — 375 per cent.

A great success for light industry has been the creation «of
the textile and food industries. In 1938 the small textile
workshops produced a total of about 358,000 lineal metres of
fabrics, or 30 cms per capita of the population. After the
construction of the «Stalin» textile combine (which includes
4 factories: textiles, woolen fabrics, velvet cloth and dying and
where there are working and living as many people as the city
of Gjirokastra counts today) the demand for home-made textiles
was met. The textile industry produces about 27 million lineal
metres of cotton textiles annually. During 1962 there were produ-
ced about 16 Ims of cotton textiles per capita of the population.
The per capita growth rate of cotton textiles in Albania in
1962 as against 1938, has been over 40 times higher, while in
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1,5 times and in Turkey — 22 times. Today Albania pro-
duces 75 times more cotton textiles than before liberation and
about 24 times more than in 1950.

In 1963 the plan of the textile items was fulfilled: in cotton
fabrics — 100.7 per cent, woollen fabrics — 100.1 per cent,
cotton ready-made garments — 107,0 per cent, woollen ready-
made garments — 1115 per cent, knitted goods — 1039 per
cent etc.

After the construction of many new factories, food indastry
too assumed a rapid development In comparison with the year
1938, the per capita production of foodstuffs has grown 17 times,
although during this period the population grew by 35
per cent. In 1962 they produced more than in 1955 per capita
of the population: beer 1,9 litres, sugar about 4 kgs, etc. In
1960, as compared with 1955, the food industry production
grew by 205 per cent.

The 1963 plan was fulfilled with regard to the main
items of food industry as follows: macaroni 101,5 per cent,
sugar 103,5 per cent, liqueurs 100,3 per cent, marmalade 106,5
per cent, vegetable preserves 1079 per cent, fish 100,9 per cent.
butter 105.9 per cent, cheese 100 per cent, etc.

As a result of the large-scale development of industry, new
industrial towns have sprung up in Albania, such as Memaliaj,
Bulgiza, Pishkash, Patos, Maliq, Kurbnesh. Cerrik, Roggodijina,
the Textile-workers Town, ete.

The young Albanian industry ensures about 40 per cent
of the country’s national income as compared with 4,5 per cent
it ensured before liberation, It is capable of playing the leading
role in the whole national economy and serving as a powerful
support for its further development at fast rates.

Big prospects

The third five-year plan (1961-1965) is aimed at transforming
the country from an agricultural-industrial country into an
industrial-agricultural one. This plan will mark a big stride
forward in the building of the material and technical basis of
socialism, in the further development of the country’s socialist
industrialization, first and foremost of heavy industry and
mining industry in particular, as the main link for the deve-
lopment of the other branches of national economy. In compliance

57



with this, the third 5-year plan envisages that in 1965 the total
industrial production will grow by 52 per cent more than in _
1960, of which the heavy industry production or the production
of means of production, will grow by 54 per cent.

In 1965 there will be produced 84 per cent more electric
power than in 1960, and 51 per cent more crude oil. Only the oil
procuction which is envisaged to be extracted in 1965 is equal to
the whole production achieved during the 1951-1956 years. The
total mining industry production will be 49 per cent larger than in
1960. At the end of the current 5-year plan period there will
be produced 46 per cent more coal. The chromium industry
production will grow by 20 per cent more and the copper industry
production will be nearly three times as large as in the year
1960. At the end of the current 5-year plan period there will
be produced about half a million tons of iron-nickel ore.

During the third 5-year plan period there will be completed
the study and designing for the creation of the ferrous metal
industry on the basis of the iron-nickel ore. The light industry
production will be 62 per cent and that of the food industry
43 per cent more than in the year 1960.

The third 5-year plan is the five-year period of large-scale
construction work and investments. Suffice it to mention the
fact that the total investments volume in this period will be
nearly equal to the total volume of investments of the first
and second five-year plans taken together. To accomplish the
tasks laid down for the increase of the industrial and agricultural
products, for the development of transport, for public education,
culture and health, there will be constructed over 400 various
projects. Among the principal ones in the industrial sector are:
the big chemical metallurgical combine at Lag for the production
of blister copper, of 70,000 tons of sulphuric acid. 170,000 tons
of granulated superphosphate and cuprum sulphate to meet the
courtry’s needs, the nitric fertilizer plant at Fieri with an
annual capacity of 112,000 tons, a mechanical works, the bitumen
coking plant in the City of Stalin, paper and cardboard factories,
two cement factories, one of them with a total capacity of
400,000 fons of cement annually, the chromium concentration
factcries, two wood combines, brick factories, shoe factories, the
big «Mao Tse-tung» cotton textile combine in Berat, the copper
metallurgy plant at Kukés, the expansion of «Ali Kélmendi»
food combine in Tirana, etc. During the current five-year plan
period there will bé completed and put into operation the hy-
dropower stations of Bistrica, Shkopet (completed last year and
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called after Friedrich Engels, with an established capacity of
54,000 kws) and a heat power station at Fieri. All these three
power units "will have a total capacity of 100,000 kws. As a
result, the high tension network will be extended by a 3000
km. high tension line and 12 substations. There will be open new
and big coal, iron-nickel and other mines. The construction on
these projects will make possible the creation of new branches
of heavy industry such as electric metallurgy for the production
of iron-chromium and copper, and chemical industry for the
production of ic and nitric fertilizers. By the it
of the chemical and metallurgical combine and nitric fertilizer
plant there will be produced annually 200,000 tong of superphos-
phate and nitrate fertilizers which will greatly help in the
development of agriculture.

The characteristic of the third 5-year plan is that further
industrialization in Albania will be carried out on the road of
transforming Albania into an industrial-agricultursl country,
not at the expense of agriculture and not by making it mark
the time, but by developing it at greater strides.

As is seen, the future of industry, just as that of the whole
country, is bright. The Albanian people, powerfully relying on
their own forces as well as on the internationalist aid of the
friendly countries, in the first place of the People’s Republic of
China, are translating into reality these majestic tasks, overcoming
many difficulties and obstacles on their road.

Socialist transformation of agriculture

To build up the new economy on socialist foundations, the
State power had to adopt a series of measures of a revolutionary
nature, One of these was the land reform as a starting point to
draw agriculture out of backwardness and to open the roads of
its development. It is known that agriculture provides the food
of the people, the raw material for industry, an important part
of national income, etc. But agriculture, in its pre-liberation
conditions, could never meet these requirements.

Before liberation Albania was simply a backward agrarian
country. In 1938 about 88 per cent of the population were
engaged only in agriculture. Agriculture accounted for 92,4 per



cent of the incomes. It had a primitive character. Only 9.6 per
cent of the total area was cultivated, while the rest was left
untilled or was covered with bogs, swamps and bushes. More
than 3/4 of the farm land were meadows, of the 221,000 hectares
of arable land 52 per cent were sown to maize. Grain crops
accounted only for the 95.8 per cent of the cultivated area,
while the other crops such as tobacco, vegetables and potatoes
as well as fodder crops covered only 4.2 per cent. The land
cultivation was carried out through primitive means, with wooden
ploughs. At that time there were only 30 tractors and even
these were property of foreign exploiting companies. The
other agricultural machines were quite unknown. There was
no question, at last, of the use of chemical fertilizers, insectici~
des, etc., for these, o0, were unknown. Nothing was done for
land reclamation. Only 13 per cent of the sown area was under
irrigation (that is 29.000 hectares), whereas the best and most
fertile plains, such as Myzeqe, the plains of Korca, Vurgu and
other plains, suffered from flood waters. As a result of the very
low agrotechnical level the agricultural yields were very low.
It is a fact that, although the grain crops held the largest area
of the fields the people’s bread was never ensured due to low
yields. All this great backwardness in agriculture was a result
of the great dismemberment of the peasant agricultural
husbandry, of the domination of semi-feudal relations and the
wanton exploitation weighing on the shoulders of peasantry.

The peasants, in major part landless, were obliged to rent
the land in very difficult conditions giving to the landowner the
1/3 or half of the quantity of production. Moreover, many taxes
and obligations weighed on peasantry. In brief, such was the
state of agriculture before liberation.

i after the i of the People’s Power
they thought about and acted to draw agriculture and animal
husbandry out of backwardness. to embark it on the road to
progress. \A huge iob had to be done to lift agriculture to the
level of the new demands of the socialist system. From the very
outset, without having carried out yet the land reform, the State
granted a credit of 4 million francs to farmers to ensure seeds.
orders were placed abroad for agriculture machines and
implements. In some regions large-scale actions were launched
for reclaiming the fields. After the land reform this aid was
increased still more and it was manysided — through agrarian
credit, selected seeds, pedigree cattle, fertilizers, insecticides, by
training cadres for agriculture, etc. Thus, during the 1946- 1950
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period the agrarian credit granted by the State to the labouring

try reached 156 million leks. Under the first five-year
plan (1951-1955) it reached 859 million leks or over 5 times
more than during the 1946-1950 period. Under the second five-
year plan the State supplied agriculture with 67.000 tons of
Fected R 00T o T I O e
fruit saplings, 51,000 pieces of various agricultural implements,
4.480 tractors (in terms of 15 HP), etc.

Owing to these measures, agriculture was improved and
embarked on the road of progress. After the accomplishment
of land reform the sown area reached 305,000 hectares or 35
per cent more than in 1938. Other agricultural crops were also
planted such as sugarbeet to supply the sugar industry with
raw material; cotton, also for the textile industry, etc. In 1950
the area sown to cotton, from 280 hectares in 1938 was cxtended
to 15,797 hectares or 52 times more; the tobacco area — from
2,600 hectares in 1938 rose to 4,620 hectares or 177 per cent, and
sugarbeet — to 1,350 hectares. The areas planted with vegetables
and potatoes also grew considerably. Alfalfa, from 1,000 hec-
tares that were sown in 1938, reached 8,600 hectares in 1950.
Due to these changes in the structure of agriculture, the latter
began to assume an intensive character. A great help in this
direction has been furnished also by the Machine and Tractor
Stations (MTS) which became important centers of implementing
the agrotechnique in agriculture.

Collectivization of agriculture

In the conditions of a dispersed individual agricultural
husbsnd.rv the small peasant production was unable to ensure
any visible development of the productive forces in agriculture.
It could not ensure the uninterrupted supply of the urban popu-
lation with consumption goods and of industry with agricultural
vt materils, Therefore, the People's Power raised the problem
of the on socialist that
is of its collect\vlsauan which means the merger of small
farmsteads into big socialist collective farms, This was an historic
indispensability because while industry had advanced at fast
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rates agriculture continued to develop at slow rates. In 1950
the total volume of agricultural produce, in spite of the success-
es achieved, was only 18 per cent largar than that of the year 1938.

To carry out the collectivisation of agriculture was not an
easy job. A large-scale convincing work had to be carried out
with the peasantry, who, after having realized the vital impoi-
tance of the problem, embarked en masse and on a voluntary
basis on the road of collectivisation.

The collectivization went through two important stages.
In the first stage (1946-1955) there were prepared the objective
and subjective conditions for the collectivisation of agriculture.
In the second stage (1956-1960) they passed over to the col-
lectivisation on a broad front and to its full completion. The first
agricultural cooperatives were set up as early as in 1946. By
the end of the year 1955 their number reached 318. This slowness
is explained by the fact that at the beginning the setting up of
cooperatives should neither be sped up nor mark the time.
Moreover, as a beginning, conditions had to be prepared
for the total collechvlzallon of agriculture Alter, 1989
the rate It
complehed in 1959. Thus Lhe multliorm agncultural husbandry
was transformed and instead there was created a single one —
the socialist agricultural husbandry. The economic foundation
of socialism was built up not only in the towns but also in the
country-side. Capitalist economy, the exploiting classes and the
exploitation of man by man were liquidated definitely and for
ever. The victory of the cooperativist order in the country-side
is a great historic victory of the socialist construction; it is a
real revolution both in the economic system of the Albanian
countryside and in the life and conscience of the peasants
themsélves who account for the overwhelming part ot the
country’s population.

Today in Albania instead of about 150,000 primitive small
dispersed farmsteads, there exist 1,165 agricultural cooperatives
with 72,7 per cent of the number of the peasant families and
86,7 per cent of the area in the use of peasantry. They have 64
per cent of the whole animal husbandry of the country. Socialist
agriculture includes today over 88,6 per cent of the Republic's
sown area.

The second five-year plan went down in the Albanian
people’s history as the five-year plan of the triumph of the
socialist revolution in the Albanian countryside, as the five-
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year plan of the carrying out of the re-organisation of agricul-
{ure on socialist foundations and this great historic task was
accomplished one year ahead of schedule by the third Congress
of the Party of Labour of All

As & result of the colléctivisstion of agriculture, the areas
of the cultivated lands were expanded, yields were raised and
the wellbeing of the peasants was improved. The arable area
in 1960 grew by 113 per cent as compared with the year 1955
or more than doubled as compared with the year 1938. At
present, rice alone is sown 6 times more, industrial crops —
over 15 times, etc. As early as in 1959 Albania produced more
than in 1938 of the following items: grain crops — 1,7 times,
potatoes and vegetables — about 3 times, tobacco — about 7
times and cotton — 145 times, ete.

The total agricultural produce is at present 2,4 times larger
than that of the year 1938.

Animal husbandry, too, developed at a fast rate. Under the
second five-year plan, for example, the number of cows grew by
30 per cent, of sows — 59 per cent, poultry — 32 per cent, bees
— 56 per cent, etc. The production of milk increased by 41 per
cent, meat — 59 per cent, wool — 47 per cent, eggs — 60 per
cent, etc.

In 1963 the total agricultural production was 37 per cent
larger than in 1960 or 235 per cent larger as compared with the
year 1938, The average production per capita of the popalation
was last year by 39 per cent larger than the average agricul-
tural production per capita of the population in 1938. In
1963, as compared with the year 1962, the total agricultural
produce grew by more than 8,0 per cent. There were produced
in excess: grain crops — 1,2 per cent, rice — 72 per cent,
cotton — 32 per cent, tobacco — 53 per cent, sugar-beet —
20 per cent, distichous barley — 44 per cent, vegetables — 21
per cent, beans — 68 per cent, etc. The olive production in
1963 was about 4 times larger than the average production for
the 1945-1962 years.

During the year 1963 agriculture was provided with some
900 tractors in terms of 15 HP. As compared with 1962, in 1963
agriculture was supplied in excess with: seeds — 32 per cent,
cultivators — 62 per cent, plows — 7,7 per cent, grafted saplings
75 per cent, insecticides — 9.4 per cent, etc.

For the realization of land reclamation projects the State
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has invested within 10 years about 113 billion leks, while the
4id in the form of agrarian credit for the agricultural cooperatives
has been nearly 5 billion leks. During the second five-year
plan aione there were reclaimed 17,000 hectares while there
was cultivated a total area of 71,000 hectares of new land,
43,000 hectares were improved and the area under irrigation
reached 135.000 hectares or 150 per cent as compared with the
year 1950 and about 5 times more than in 1938.

An important role in the development of socialist agricul-
s played by the MTS (Machine and Tractor Stations). Their
motive force has increased with every passing year. From 10
MTS with 60 tractors (in terms of 15 HP) in 1947, today we
aave 28 MTS with 7.100 tractors (in terms of 15 HP). Owing to
the increase at fast rates of the number of tractors, Albania
has achieved brilliant results in the increase of the number of
tractors for every 1,000 h tares of cultivated land. Thus as
carly as in the year 1959 Albania had for every 1,000 hectares
of arable land 5,1 physical tractors, while Yugoslavia — 3,9,
Spain — 21, Portugal — 19 and Turkey — 1,7 hectares of
arable land.

The volume of mechanized work has grown more than 5
time as against 1955, whereas the tractor park grew 3 times.
Today Albania, compared with the sown area, has more me-
chanized means than Greece, Yugoslavia and Turkey.

The State agricultural enterprises, too, (SAE) which were
set up as early as in 1945 and which are socialist enterprises of
the highest type in agriculture, play a great role in the develop-
ment of agriculture, They, with their modern technique, with
their highly mechanized agricultural work, give an abundant
production and help industry with raw material, they supply
the agricultural cooperatives with selected secds, saplings,
pedigree animals, etc. We have at present 31 state agricultural
enterprises.

The volume of work accomplished by the machine and
iractar stations and the agricultial enterprises during the year
1963 grew by 18 per cent as compared with the year 1962. The
stataiagiugtl el Wterrlssd! (MO Ml J0CAD: TavelSa barerl
to the state in excess: rice — 26 per cent, cotton — 94 per cent,
sugar-beet — 16 per cent, vegetables — 5.6 per cent, potatoes
—113,0 per cent, beans — 142 per cent, olives — 99 per cent,
olive tree saplings — 93 per cent, vine saplings — 49 per cent,
milk 1 per cent, wool 73 per cent, etc,
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The successes achieved in the field of agriculture are «
cjear proof showing that socialist transformation is the only way
1o take agriculture out of its backwardness. These successes are
+ sound foundation for its future,

What do figures show for the future?

The third 5-year plan envisage that the total volume of
the agricultural production, during the five years taken together,
should grow by 48 per cent as compared with the second five-
year plan period. By the year 1965 the total volume of the
Lgricultural and live-stock production will be 72 per cent larger
{han in the year 1960, with an average annual growth of 11,5 per
cent. The main task of agriculture during the third 5-year plan
period is the growth of the production of bread grains. the ever
better satisfaction of the people’s needs with foodstuifs, the
provision of industry with raw material and the expansion of
exports. The cultivated area will reach 515,000 hectares or 88
per cent more than in the year 1938, some 63,000 hectares of
new land will be tilled, the irrigated area will reach 200,000
hectares or about 7 times more than in the year 1938,

Under the present 5-year plan the production of bread
grains will grow by 95 per cent, cotton — 65 per cent, tobacco
— 112 per cent, sugar-beet — 75 per cent, vegetables — 113 per
cent, potatoes — 100 per cent, the live-stock production will
grow by 59 per cent and the production of fruits and grapes by

- 90 per cent. In the year 1965 the machine and tractor stations
and the agricultural machinery of the State Agricultaral
Enterprises will accomplish a volume of work by 93 per cent
larger than in the year 1960. The number of tractors (in terms
of 15 HP) in 1965 will reach 9,000 or 11 per cent more than in
the year 1960.

During the cwrrent five-year plan period the number of
heads of all kinds of live-stock as well as their productivity will
grow in order to meet better the needs of the population and
industry. As against 1960, in 1965 the number of cows will
grow by 23 per cent, sheep — 20 per cent, goats — 19 per
cent, sows — 33 per cent, poultry — 90 per cent and bees
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— 55 per cent. The average yield per cow will reach 1100
kilograms of milk for the whole of the Republic and 3000
kilograms for the state agricultural enterprises. The meat
production will grow by 34 per cent, milk — 58 per cent, wool
— 44 per cent, butter — 37 per cent, eggs — 81 per cent, etc.

This plan provides also for the development of fruit-
growing. There will be planted 3,700 000 olive trees, 1 million
citrus fruit trees, about 7,700,000 vines, over 6,800 hectares of
vineyards, 8,500,000 fruit trees. From 40.000 hectares under
fruit trees, olive trees and vines in 1960, the area under such
trees reach about 71,000 hectares in 1965. In a more distant
period, up to the year 1980, the number of olive trees will grow.
still more, up o 10 million, of which 7 million will be in
growing olive trees
will be grantad by the State an average yearly credit of 50
million leks to increase the number of olive trees. In addition,
the number of citrus fruit trees will also increase.

Under the current plan the agricultural cooperatives and
peasantry are expected to produce 83 per cent of the bread
grains, 86,6 per cent of the cotton, 99,7 per cent of the tobacco,
91 per cent of the milk and 91 per cent of the meat, and other
items which are to be produced throughout the Republic. The
state investments in the agricultural sector for the land recla-
mation and irrigation projcets, for the mecaanization of agricul-
ture, the agricultural constructions etc. reach 10,568,000,000 leks

r 3 times more than during the previous five-year period.

Agriculture will be supplied with more selected seeds,
about 5 times more chemical fertilizers, with 4 times more fruit
tree saplings, etc. In the year 1965, as compared with the year
1960, the value of the total agricultural produce per every 100
hectares of farm land will grow from 1,900,000 leks {0 3,100,000
leks. While the main production for every 100 hectares will
grow as follows: grains 77 per cent, meat 28 per cent, milk 50,7
per cent etc.

Once agriculture yielded a little productivity in agricul-
tural crops. For example, maize 5-6 quintals per hectare, wheat
still less. But by the end of the third five-year plan period the
per hectare yield will be as follows; wheat 13,6 quintals, maize
14,6, rice 285, cotton 12,5 quintals, tobacco 8,0, sugar-beet 244,
vegetables 145,0, potatoes 1000, etc.

These data show great solicitude displayed by the People’s
Power for the future of socialist agriculture, They bear witness
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at the same time to the further consolidation of this sector
which in these 20 years of iree life has undergone great revolu-
tionary changes on the road of prosperity and socialism.

Great unprecedented impetus in the construction

Prior to the second world war the situation concerning the
dwelling houses in Albania had been miserable. In general the
Jow mud houses were predominani in towns whereas hutsin
the countryside. To this situation were added also the great
damages caused by the war. From the data given by the
American economist D. Ozep, a professor at the Washington
University, it follows that Albania is one of the countries which
culfered more damages than some other countries. During the
<econd world war, according to the per capita of the population,
Albania was damaged 6 times more than Britain, 4 times more
than Italy, about twice more than France, etc. In the big
material damage, the main weight is represented by the dwelling
houses. The German and Italian fascist invaders burned down
in villages and towns 62,475 houses.

After liberation the people and the State Power set to
the work to liquidate the aftermath of war in all directions. The
housing problem was also the main task in construction. During
the 1945-1949 period there were repaired more than 9,000
dwelling houses and there were built up 1,100 dwelling flats.
Suring the first 5 years after liberation, through the credits
granted by the State Bank, the population built for themselves
22,000 dwelling houses.

During the 5-year plan periods the rate of construction of
dwelling houses grew considerably, During the years 1945-1962,
for instance, the State Power constructed 28,000 dwelling
apartments. During the years 1961-1962 alone there were cons-
tructed as many dwelling apartments as there were built up
during the years 1951-1955. During the first 5-year plan period
there were built up by the State as many dwelling houses as
could be housed in them the population that had in 1962 the
towns of Berat, Lushnja and Saranda taken together; while
during the second five-year plan period there were constructed
so many as to house in tnen the popula'ion that had in the
year 1962 the towns of Korca, Fieri, Erseka and Delvina taken
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together. Finally, with the constructions that have been carried
out during the last 10 years there would be enough buildings
to house the population that had before liberation four of the
country’s largest towns — Shkodra, Vlora, Korca and Elbasan.
During the same period there were built up in villages more
than 47,000 new houses. Through credits the State has provided
the possibility to the town dwellers to construct dwelling houses
for themselves. During the second 5-year plan period —there
were built up by the population itself over 90 per cent more
dwelling houses than during the first 5-year plan. During the
years 1961-1962 alone there were built up by the population
itself about 12,000 dwelling houses. In this way the aspect of
the towns and villages of Albania has changed and continues to
change entirely at an accelerated pace.

It has been calculated that the investments made after
liberation, would be realized by the Zog regime, proceeding
with the 1938 rate, during more than 530 years, that is by
the year 2470. This is a clear proof of the majesty of the his-
toric socialist period, in which, according to the words of Marx,
~one day will be equal to twenty years».

Under the third 5-year plan there will be constructed
20,000 of dwelling apartments. Practically, the population will
receive about 4,000 apartments every year or about 13
ments for every work day as against 7 under the second
five-year plan, With the construction of these apariments it
will be possible to house some 100-120 thousand working people
and every year it will be possible to construct a town in which
t live about 20-26 thousand inhabitants, that is there will be
constructed one town like Elbasan every year.

Under the third 5-year plan there will be constructed as
many dwelling houses as to house in them the population that
had in 1962 the towns of Durrés, Elbasan, Berat, Pogradec,
Patos and Krujé taken together. For the construction of dwelling
houses there will be spent 6,500,000,000 leks or 75 per cent more
than during the second 5-year plan period.

This picture shows how the Albanian towns and villages
are being renewed and embellished every day with more new
constructions, projects of the new socialist life. Tt shows the
great solicitude of the State Power for man,
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Development of socialist trade

fter liberation domestic trade was socialized and the
State monopoly was imposed on foreign trade. Thus, there
ame into being the wholesale and retail State trade. Possibilities
vere created to fix unified prices for the entire Republic.
There came mm bemg also the oooperauve sector in trade,
he

B e cooperauves brought together the efforts
of the peasants to animate the goods circulation the
countryside and the town, creating thereby a suitable form
for the consolidation of the economic ties between the work-
ing class and the labouring peasantry. They became an important
link in organizing collective trade in the countryside. Towards
the end of the vear 1955 more than 80 per cent of the peasant
farmsteads were members of the consumer cooperatives. The
consumer cooperatives expanded their activities by - processing
and agricultural products, especially for the

Socialist trade ded
with the growing demands of e populahon The private sector
narrowed ever more. The small private merchants gradually
embarked on the road of socialist transformation being included
almost all of them into the trade collectives, which help in
supplying the market. In 1960 socialist trade sold to the popu-
lation more than in 1955 of the following items: bread — 83
per cent, fats — 72 per cent, sugar — 77 per cent. cotton textiles
—- 41 per cent. woolen textiles — 59 per cent, shoes — 92 per
cent. etc. The level of the trade service. technique and culture
has considerably grown,

In 1963 thn plan of the retail trade turnover in socialist
commerce was fulfilled by 101;8 per cent, by the construction
industry enterprises — 101 per cent, by the consumer coopera-
tive organisations — 100,4 per cent, etc. As compared with the
year 1962, the retail trade turnover in socialist trade grew by
6,7 per cent, and there were sold in excess to the population: fats
9 per cent, milk 4 per cent, cheese 13 per cent, sugar 7 per cent,
macaroni 18 per cent. rice 10 per cent. wine 13 per cent. beer
6 per cent, vegetables and potatoes 24 per cent, soap 9 per
cent, cotton textiles 33 per cent, knittings 35 per cent, socks
21 per cent, shoes 23 per cent. etc.

The People’s Republic of Albania is maintaining broad trade
relations with more than 25 countries in the world and with-many
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international trade organisations and firms of various countries.
The volume of foreign trade has constantly grown. Last year,
for example, the foreign trade turnover, as compared with the
year 1962, grew 12 per cent, exvorts 17 per cent and imports 9.5 per
cent. The People’s Republic of Albania has the largest volume of
trade exchange with the socialist countries. This of course is
due to the very nature of socialist economy. Thus. about 90 per
cent of the total volume of the imports and exports in 1963 was
carried out with the soclalist countries. The volume of gocds
exchance with these countries has grown with every passing
vear, Thus for instance with the People’s Republic of China
the exchange volume grew 5.4 times more than in the vear
1960 and over 20 per cent more as compared with the year
1962. With the Socialist Republic of Czechoslovakia in 1963 the
goods exchange grew 43 per cent more than in 1960 Trade has
developed in satisfactory way also with other socialist countries.
such as the German Democratic Republic, the Rumanian Peonle’s
Republic. th Bulgarian Peovole’s Republic, the Korean People’s
Democratic Republic, the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. the
Republic of Cuba.
For the first time in 1963 trade agreements were conclu-
ded with some other countries. such as France, Pakistan, Gui-
nea, Maly. Morocco. Algeria. ete.

In the future this sector too, will develop alongside with
other sectors of national economy. Thus, for instance, the total
volume of goods turnover for ther socialist trade in 1965 will
reach 30.800,000,000 leks or 38 per cent more than in 1960. The
total volume of the goods turnover for the five year of the third
5-year plan taken together is almost equal to the volume of the
goods turnover realized during 10 years of the first and second
5-year plans taken together,

The supply of the population with mass consumption goods
in 1965 will increase as follows in comparison with the year
1960: bread — 18 per cent, flour — 6 per cent, fats — 68 per
cent, meat 83 per cent, fish — 124 per cent, potatoes — 122 per
cent, vegetables — 40 per cent, milk — 113 per cent, sugar —
126 per cent, rice — 118 per cent, soap — 44 per cent, cotton
fabrics — 61 per cent, woolen fabrics — 53 per cent, various
footwear items — 113 per cent, cement — 117 per cent, bricks
— 163 per cent,

The sodnllx; trade sector plays a great role also in export.
The volume of exports in 1965 will be 50-55 per cent larger
than in.the year 1960.

70



The socialist market has shown a great superiority to the
capitalist private market.

Communication — important sector of socialist
economy

One of the most backward sectors in the past was that of
communication. It is natural that this sector, too, in Albania
suffered great_damages dunng the war. Thus, here, too, the
work had to be start m the bezinning. Motor-car parks
were set up with the wstionaliaed, vehleles 7A¥ 4 recir e
there were reconstructed the demolished bridges and roads.
Communication was restored. The state imported large numbers
of motor-vehicles to come with the numerous tasks of the coun-
try's reconstruction and construction.

From the early years after liberation the Albanian vouth
undertock great actions, such as the construction of the Tirana-
Durrés-Elbasan railway, the Kukés-Peshkopi main road, the
Milot-Ulzé «Road of Light», efc. These and many other actions
were successfully carried out. Hundreds of kilometres of railroad
(built up for the first time in Albania) and ordinary roads
corrected the country’s different centers greatlv facilitating
thereby the circulation of the population and goods.

The work for the extension of the roads, for their asphalt-
ing continued at fast rates. Likewise the network of motor-
vehicles grew considerably. In the year 1955, for instance, the
automobile transport carried out work of 135 million ton-
kilometres and transported about 400,000 tons of goods. Under
the first 5-year plan there were asphalted 165 kilometres of
roads, the big Durrés port was supplied with mechanized means
of loading and unloading, etc. During the second five-year
plan period for the maintenance of the road network there were
spent some 700 million leks, there were asphalted about 190
kilometres of national roads and there were opened about 290
kilometres of new roads.

Facts are such that today the motor transport in less than
& days accomplishes that work which was accomplished by the
motor transport during the entire year of 1938, while the sea
transport carries out the 1938 work within nearly two days.
In the year 1960 we had a bigger transport capacity than in
the year 1955 in the following measure: trucks 88 per cent,
towing over 5 times, buses 71 per cent, taxis 170. per cent, rail-
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way goods transport 111 per cent and passenger railway trans-
port 8 per cent, sea transport 265 per cent. Sea transport carries
out at present more than 10 per cent of the transnort of goods
of the Republic’s import-export, We must always bear in mind
that we completely lacked a trad- fleet. It was created and
developed only after the country’s liberation and effects today
long distance sailings linking Albania with the outside world.

Likewise, to increase the air links with the outside world
a modern airport was constructed near Tirana. equipped with
all the necessary means for the flights.

Communications. too. have gone ahead: their service
has been broadened and improved being equipped with mo-
dern apparatus and setting up new telegraphic lines. Albania
has now 5 radio-stations as against 1 in 1938, and a new po-
werful radio station is under construction which will be put
into operation by the end of the third 5-year plan.

In 1963 the transport plan for passenger per km. was fulfilled
by 109 per cent, for tons per km. 1029 per cent and for the
number of passengers 117.3 per cent. As compared with the vear
1962 the volume of work in tons was 4.1 per cent larger than
and in passengers 21.4 per cent. The plan for the internal sea
transport was fulfilled in ton miles 104.9 per cent. The foreign
sea tranipmt fulﬂﬂed the plan by 106.7 per cent

i field are great. They
have cantnbuted to f.he lurthe'r consolidation of this sector and
they are a sound foundation for its broader development. Under
the third five-year plan there have been adopted such measures
as to help in developing of all kinds of transport, and the
material and technical basis will be strengthened, etc. Thus
the velume of the transport work in 1965. as compared with the
year 1960 will grow for the automobile transport of the Mi-
nistry of Communications by 41 per cent, the railway transport
— by 105 per cent and the sea transport by — 2,2 times.
Always in comparison with the year 1960, by the end of the
current five-year period the capacity of trucks will increase by
21 per cent, the tow-trucks by 96 per cent, while the sea fleet
will increase its tonnage twice as much. Last year the new Voré-
Milot railway line was built up and put into operation, and
according to the forecasts work may be launched in view of
the construction of another line — the Elbasan-Pishkash line
which later may be extended to Korga. In view of the expansion
of the motor-road network and its improvement during the
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third five-year plan period it has been envisaged to open 400
kms of new roads, to improve and asphalt 300 kms of streets,
expand the luggage-van, locomotive and other parks. Although
the railway transport is only at its initial stage (there were no
railways before liberation) today it accounts for more than 14
per cent of the total volume of the land transport and by the
year 1965 it will represent 19 per cent of the entire land
transport.

The sea transport, too, has further developed. New boats
ure added to the merchant fleet reaching the total tonnage by
the end of the third 5-year plan 18.500 tons. The sea transport
under the third five-year plan grows by 124 per cent or 42
per cent in the internal sea transport and 130 per cent in the
external sea transport. At the same time the big Durrés port
is to be extended, the loading and unloading mechanization
is to be further modernized to handle at the same time 16
ships and other sea means, and a new shipyard for the metal
ships repair is to be constructed.

In this way. transport progress will be an important factor
for the further development and consolidation of national
economy.

Handicraft on the road of progress

Handicraft in Albania is of long standing. The Albanian
people have traditions in the artistic hand-work. We produce
carpets, silver objects, silk items, various articles of mass
consumption and for export, which are wellknown also abroad.
But the conditions of craftsmen in the past were always bad
because nobody was concerned with them. The country’s eco-
nomic on forei resulted in an ive deve-
lopment of concurence and in that the home products remained
unsol

The possibilities of development and progress of this sec-
tor were created only after the country’s liberation, when the
old production relations were upset and new relations were created
on socialist foundations. Only in the conditions of the socialist
construction of the country, when the whole national econsmy
was being transformed into a socialist economy, only then became
possible to talk about transforming the little production of
goods into a big socialist production.

After the great economic reforms which were carried out
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immediately after liberation, a special interest was taken also
in handicrafts which had to be collectivized in order to over-
come the backwardness and to make its valuable contribution
to the consolidation of national economy. Thus, by the end of
the year 1946 there had been set up 48 handicraft cooperatives
of different trades such as tailors, shoemakers, silver-smiths,
joiners, copper-smiths, shiri-sewers. tinkers and others. At the
beginning, these cooperatives were small, lacking experience,
they had scarce and primitive means of work. But later they
became stronger, they were expanded and increased their
preduction, Their task was to increase the production vclume
in order to meet the needs of the pooulation, to increase as-
sortiments and especially the items for the countryside, broadly
to exploit the raw materials, etc. These and many other tasks
were successfully accomplished. Thus under the first 5-year
plan there was achieved a considerable growth of production.
As compared with the year 1950 the production grew by 59
per cent more. During this five-year period, in addition to
other articles, the handicraft cooperatives produced 239 articles
which formerly were imported from abroad. Such are the
glass products, the aluminium and tin utensils, kitchen-ranges,
white pottery products, toys for children, agricultural imple-
ments, etc.

Under the second 5-year plan the tasks of handicraft were
still greater. This plan was fulfilled 9 months ahead of schedule.
By the end of 1960 the production volume grew by 19,2 per
cent more than envisaged by the 5-year plan. The a
annual growth from 159 per cent envisaged by the plan, was
fulfilled by 188 per cent. Under this 5-year plan, as compared
with the year 1955, the handicraft produced in excess: pieces
of furniture 4 times, fabrics 8 times, footwear 2 times, cotton
and woolen readymade garments about 3 times, rolled tin pro-
ducts, over 2 times, etc.

In the year 1963 the Central Union of Handricraft Coopera-
tives fulfilled its production plan by 103 per cent. As a result,
mass consumption products and the artistic pmdum for exnort
during 1963
pmduced 200 kinds of new goods as compared with 142 envisaged
by the plan,

The third 5-year phn provides for a further 1m:muse by

the of the mass goods.
Thus the total production volume will grow, as eumpared
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with 1960. by 166 per cent. The production of carpets will grow
more than 5 times, ready-made garments more than 2 times,
fabrics 2 times, various basket-making articles more than 10 ti-
e, etc. The production of shoes and sandals and of many
other articles will ~considerably grow. The filigree artistic
products and other items which are in great demand for export
will also be increased.

Thus, the handicraft sector. too, actively contributes to
the satisfaction of the needs of the working masses for different
goods which are indispensable in the daily life. It is an integral
part of national economy which is developing and becoming
ever stronger on the road to socialism.

e e

To present somewhat summarily the progress of the Alba-
nian economy during these twenty years of fres life as well
as its bright prospects, these few pages are insufficient. Howev-
er, they clearly show what Albania was, what it is at present
and what it will become in the future. Such a tremendous
progress as the one made by the Albanian economy in such
a brief period is absolutely incomparable, This is because the
socialist system_has shown its great superiority and that this
superiority is clearly seen everywhere in Albania which has
greatly changed. This superiority is finally seen in the figures
and facts which speak for themselves



CULTURAL REVOLUTION IN ALBANIA

To embark on the road of building the socialist soclety,
after the establishment of the workmg people’s power,
it was indispensable to start the country’s socialist industrialisa~
tion, the socialist transformation of agriculture and the carrying
out of socialist revolution in the field of ideology ard cultu

e more backward a country will be when the people
assure the possibility of development on the new socialist
road and the graver the inheritance from the past is, the more
difficult becomes the realisation of the above tasks. Precisely
in such conditions was Albania 20 years ago.

But during 20 years of free life the Albanian peole have
achieved such successes as clearly testify to whai can the
working people do when they are masters of their own destinies.
A really brilliant page of these successes are the achieve-
ments in the field of cultural revolution

L The tasks of cultural revolution in the
People’s Republic of Albania and the conditions
in which their realization began

From the very outset our cultural revolution was faced
with the following main tasks:

[0 exert a direct influence on the emancipation of the
people from darkness and ignorance bequeathed by the past,
to become the principal means in making the education and
culture the all country’s spiritual and cultural wealth, a property
of the working peopie.

To become a powerful means for the release of the work-
ing people’s energies and capabilities which were suppressed
in the past and for a broad development and thriving of talents
from the rank and file,

To influence the general rise of the educational and cul-
turel and technico-professional standards of the working people
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and, together with this, the raising of the level of their political
and social conscience, ensuring thereby also two of the indis-
pensable foundations for the raising of labour productivity.

To create the new people’s intelligentsia, issued from the
fold of the working people, large in number and of different

profiles, forged in the spirit of loyalty towards the interests
P the working people, willing to serve without reservation the
common cause of the people.

To promote the radical change of the content of the spiritu'\]
and cultural life of the people, the creation of a new cultu
national in form and socialist in content, the realisation of the
socialist education of the young generation as well as of the
whole werking people.

These numerous and difficult tasks had to be carried out
in conditions of a grave economic and social backwardness
from the past, and especially in conditions of a marked
and educational backwardness. In Albania, the capitalist
relations were interwoven with the feudal relations. Capitalism
not only was comparatively new, but also weak _and slightly
developed. The fundamental tasks of the democratic-bourgeois
revolution were not solved. Under such circumstances there
were not put forward to be settled even those educational and
cultural tasks which the developed capitalist countries in Europe
had already settled in g..nmal Such tasks were the liquidation
of illiteracy, the r ion of the primary
the establishment of a complete school system with its main
links, the creation of a minimum network of cducational and
cultural insti and of a necessary of
tsia, etc.

Albania was the country of a mass illiteracy. In the last year
of the pre-war period, during the 1938-39 school year, more
than 80 per cent of the country’s population were illiterate, In
with a majority of peasant pepulation especially in the
mountainous regions the number of illiterates reached even to
90-95 per cent of the population. Over 90 per cent of the po-
pulation in countryside were illiterate. The same situa-
ation existed also among women. There were villages with
aundreds cf inhabitants whese not a single woman could read
and write, and only two or three men were able to do so.

Miserable was also the situation of the primary education.
in the 1936-39 school year there existed only 643 elementary
schools attended by 52.024 pupils. During eighteen years of a
more or less stabilized life of the Albanian State, from the year
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1920 up to 1939, there were not added more than 120 elemen-
tary schools. In the 1938-39 school year elementary education

the country only one third of the chil-
dren of the respective ages, while in villages only one fourth.
In that year there existed elementary schools only in 529 villages
or in 20 per cent of the countryside.

Tn towns the elementary education was a five-year one, while
in villages, alongside with a few five-year schools there existed
also many schools of four or three classes. The village children

that finished those schools, even if they liked to, they could not
follow their studies any further as they were not admitted
because they had not an adequate cducauon Pratically, they were
scheols without an outlet.

However, such a situation and rate of development of

was id by Zog's regime and its
repmsemames as normal. It was consldered in the rulivg circles
that 500 elementary schools were enough for the one million po-
pulation of Albania. Thus, this had to be the maximum limit
which would plunge the Albanian people into perpetual illiteracy
and ignorance.

Still more miserable was the situation of the middle edu-
cation. The unfinished middle education was never raised as a
serious problem. There were set up a few five and six grade
schools as well as some professional schools which opened and
closed from time to time, had different terms, were unstable
and often did not impart the necessary education to follow the
higher course of the middle school, thus being they, too, schools
without an outlet. Finally, this degree of education was reduced
to the lower courses of middle schools of general and profes-
sional education. Of such schools, state and private ones toge-
ther, there were, in 1938-39, only 11. Concretely, in the 1938-39
school-year the Jower courses in 11 middle schools were attended
by only 4,619 pupils.

The fact that the division of pupils in schools of general
and professional education staried aiter graduation {rom ine
elementary school speaks for itself. As a unique general edu-
cation, the people’s childnn could at the most acquire only five-
year elementary educatio

During the school- year 1938-39 there were attending the
higher course of the 11 middle schools of the country only 1696
pupils. In addition to the gymnasiums there were only 3 pe-
dagogical middle.schools, 1 technical school and 1 commercial
school.
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The pre-school eduamon had mot been organised. There
only 2

existed tens. The
adults without qmmng their jobs not only did not exist, but
the problem of its creation, was not yet thought of.

Likewise, there was not thought of even the question of
higher education in the country. During the 1938-39 school year
only 61 students, enjoying state scholarships. were following
their higher studies abroad. That year Albania had altogether
380 higher education speuahss of whom only 45 engineers,
oniy 35 agronomists, etc.

In the school-year 1938-39 Albania had 58.500 Dupﬂa and
students all told. Thus, approximately out of every 18 in!
bitants ol the country only one attended school regularly There
were in all 1,640 teachers, pedagogues and nurses.

But even such a situation of the middle education scared
Zog's regime and its representatives. Although Albania was
covered by the illiteracy and ignorance they tried several times
to threaten the country with the bugbear of the alleged over-
production of intellectuals.

It is understood that in such a situation there could not be
a question of organizing the education on a sound state national
basis. Concession given in the field of public education to fo-
reigners and the Roman Catholic clergy to open private middle
schools, boarding-schools and other educational institutions,
were exploited by them for their own imperialistic and reac-
tionary aims.

Especially scarce was woman’s participation in public

n. During the 1938-39 school year there were cnly

irls (31,6%) out of 52,024 pupils attending the elementary
schools: in the lower courses of the middle schools of general
education out of 2563 pupils only 723 (28.2%) were girls, and
in the higher courses of those schools only 20 (2,4%) cut of 817
pupils were girls. In the middle technical professional education
there was not a single girl. And even in the middle pedagogical
education the total number of pupils included more boys than
girls (377 boys and 298 girls).

Still more miserable was the participation of the village
women in public education. The village elementary schools were
attended by a total of 30,542 pupils, of whom only 6,782 (22.2%)
giris. There were many village elementary schools which were
not attended by even a single girl. There was no question of
village girls attending schools of higher learning.
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The network of cultural institutions in the past was
very limited. In 1938 there existed in Albania only five sm
libraries, two museums, no profession theater. only 16 prit
cinemas, which had principally commercial aims,
there was not a single cultural institution. Publications,
were very much limited.

Throughout the counm there did not exist a single
tution or center of scientific studies.

the war, of course education and culture could n
grow and develop, they were only damaged. g

This is the heritage Albania received from the past
regards the situation of the institutions and educational
cultura] network immediately after liberation at the end
1944,

But we must not forget the other aspect of the matte
In the field of culture and education, too, the Albanian peopls
inherited also powerful patriotic, democratic and
traditions, created during history, during their struggles an
efforts for independence and freedom, for land and bread, for
light and education.

The Albanian people are an ancient people with an ancient
culture. Bui the successive invasions hindered their developm

invader waged a ruthless assimilating struggle against the Alb
nian people and their national culture to such an extent
they prohibited the learning of the Albanian language,
publication of Albanian books, the opening of Albanian schoo
ete.

The Albanian people, however, were not subdued:
struggled and won, This struggle is known in the hmtury ni
Albania also by the name of National Revival. The national reviv=
ers blazed the path of national education and culture and they dld
it through war and blood-shed, through sacrifices and
They created the powerful traditions of our national edumﬂm
and culture, They created the traditions that the Albanian school
should serve as a cradle of patriotic and progressive ideas.
These traditions were constantly fostered in the freedom-loving.
and patriotic spirit of the Albanian people, in their natwnd.
potentiality and vitafity, in their good customs, in all
features formed during the multi-century struggles.
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All these powerful traditions, despite the miserable si-
uation which we inherited, were a source of inspiration and
firm support for a regenerated people, masters of their own
4 Liimies, who st to the constructive peaceful work with all
their energies.

1. The principal achievements of cultural revolution
and some of their characteristic features.

After the country’s liberation the Albanian people he-
roically struggled to defend and consolidate the achieved
gains and sel 1o a constructive peaceful work with all their
energies guiding themselves by the militant slogan «FHold a
pick in one hand and a rifle in the other~. As regards the
constructive peaceful work the principal guiding slogan at
the beginning was: «More food, more culture for the people».

The problem of the quick and broad development of
education and culture was raised as one of the greatest pre-
sent-day problems, Of course, at that time there existed two
possibilities, two paths of development. The first path, was
the path of the so-called «normal and gradual development-
to ensure «quality», gradually to ensure qualified educational
cadres, etc the second path, was that of a revolutionary
development at an accelerated pace, giving priority in the
carly period to the ion of education, b; ini the
roads of ncrmal development with those of accelerated de-

specially by i the  training  of
educational cadres both in normal and accelerated roads.
The Albanian people chose the second road, which was a
revolutionary socialist road. Only on this road they could set-
tle the vital issue of the rapid development of education and
culture.

Thus, the ecarly years after liberation were years of an
impetuous development in the field of public education, To
show this, suffice it to mention a very characteristic example.
During the 1945-46 school-year theve existed 1,097 elementary
schools, One year later, in 1946-47 their number rose to 1,609,
So within a year the number of elementary schools increased
by 512, almost as many as there were opened during the
entire existence of the independent Albanian State until 1938-
9. And it must be said that these 512 schools were all newly
built schools in villages by the state expenditures as well as
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by the material contributions and voluntary work of the
population itself. During that year the number of elementary
school teachers increased also by 543, which is equal to one-

third of the entire educational staff that Albania had in 1938-

39. For the 1946-47 school-year, there were trained through
accelerated courses some 500 young teachers from the ranks
of boys and girls students who had graduated only some mid-
dle school classes. Scrvice as a teacher in the countryside
became a patriotic duty for the middle school boys and
girls.

The 1946 public education reform

But problems in question were greai and numerous. The
question was that the whole of the public education was to
be organized on sound socialist foundations. For this purpose
the 1946 educational reform served as a basis

On August 1946 the People’s Assemblv passed the Law
on the Public Education Reform in the People’s Republic of
Albania. This law established the educational system in its
whole structure all its links and degrees, pre-school education,
general and professional education for adults; it established
the structure of the general education school with its 11-year
term and its basic links — the 4-year elementary and the
T-grade education as incomplete middle education. Directions
were given for drafting of new programmes and textbooks
and for radical scientific and ideological changes in the field
of pubhc education and its content.

1946 educational reform and the comprehensive
mmuj& adopted for its implementation paved the way to
the radical of public ed: The most im-
porrant measures which made this democratization possible
were the following:

of the general

the begmmng of the four-year elementary education and the
opening of prospects for the future realization of the unique
T-year education;
— Provision of free education to all children of the people
for all school categories and the abolition of any kind of
sciioo] taxes in all educational levels.

— Realization of the unique character of the school through
the unique 7-grade schools and the general education or
professional middle schools, and through the liquidation of
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schools without outlets and the free passage from one school
degree to another, the
competitions, etc.

— Reduction of the middle school term — from 13 to 11
years as 4 more convenient and advantageous term also within
The general state and social framework, and for the working
parents.

— The wide spreading of the school network, aiming, in
it powbh cases, at opening schools there, where children are.
Gradual establishment of a broad network of state
boarding schools and a broad system of scholarships for chil-

dren of working people, especially for peasants’children.
This educational reform sanctioned also a series of other
democratic and socialist principles of public education, such
the full state character of the school, its full secular
acter, full equality of both sexes in the field of public
educa\‘.mn full national character of the school, right to edu-

of a new people’s, democratic school with a socialist contert,
basing its teaching and educational activities on the socialist
ideology, on modern science and pedagogy, on the needs and
\nieresis of the working people and socialist society.

Liquidation of illiteracy in Albania.

But however solid the new foundations of the public cdu-
cation system might be, the cultural revolution could not el
bark on the road of its realisation without liquidating illi-
leracy from among the masses of youth and adult population.
‘Albanian people well understood Lenin’s teachings that
sm cannot be built with illiterates.

In fact, the fight against illiteracy started as early as
during the national-liberation struggle in the partisan detach-
ments and in the liberated villages and areas. On the threshold
of the country’s liberation the leader of the Albanian pecple
Enver Hoxha issued the slogan «No illiterate in new demo-
cratic Albania». After the liberation it became one of the
most principal militant slogans mobilizing the entire people.
After the liberation the illi
the biggest state actions of that time. Anti-illiteracy courses
were set up everywhere: in villages, town quarters, industrial
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enterprises, economic, administrative and cultural institutio;

mines, agricultural enterprises, military detachments, construc-
tion sites, etc. Later, in the last stage such courses were set
up also at schools. These courses were directed, in addition
to teachers, also by other working people, government emplo-
yees, grown up school pupils, etc.

The fight against illiteracy in Albania went through two
main stages. The first stage included the years 1945-43 when
a big job was done to clarify and persuade the illiterate people
that they should enrol themselves to attend courses and learn,
and effectively organize anti-illiteracy courses, io draw up
plans and teaching programmes for them, to compile textbooks
and to appoint and prepare the persons that would direct them,
During this stage, placing this problem on the road to its set-
tlement through the work of the educational organs and teach-
ers of social organisations. as well as relying on the desire
and enthusiasm of the population itself, it became possible-
for over 119,000 illiterates including 50.000 women, to learn
reading and writing.

However, these rates of liquidating illiteracy had to be
accelerated. The year 1949 witnessed a radical turning point
in this sense. On September of that year. the People’'s Assem-
bly approved the «Law on obliging the citizens o learn how
to read and write-. All men and women up to the age of 40
years old who were illiterate must attend anti-illiteracy courses.
On November 1949 there was organized a national conference
for the liquidation of illiteracy. There was set up also a Cen-
tral State Commission under the Council of Ministers.

On this basis the liquidation of illiteracy was proclaimed
a big and planned state action. The first five-year plan
(1951-55) provided for the task to liquidate illiteracy
the people within the age envisaged by the respective
Thus a still more systematic and organized fight began, direct-
ed by the educational organs, schools and teachers.

Courses were opened in any place where more than 10
illiterates could. be registered. The illiterates of the isolated
groups (of 2, 3 or 4 persons) and who had not attended before
regular anti-illiteracy courses were taken voluntarily under
patronage by individual persons.

The programmes of anti-illiteracy courses were urique.
In addition to reading and writing, people were also acquiring
some elementary knowledge about arithmetic, history, geo-
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graphy and natural history. Tn towns, classes began on Septem-
ber 1st and continued for 9 months, lasting 3 hours, 3 times
o \week. In villages, for reasons of agricultural jobs during
the summer season, classes used {o begin on October st and
continued for 6 and a half months, accomplishing 12 school-
hours a week.

As a result of such an organisation at thé end of the
first five-year plan. during the 1955-56 school-vear illiteracy
ated in Albania among the people upto 40 vears of
ate people of more advanced ages learned also later
on to read and write, Altogether upward 345,000 persons at-
{ended courses and liquidated illiteracy.

Many of those who finished anti-illiteracy courses attend-

&

ed schools for adults and strengthened and increased their
knowledge. Facing the danger of returning of many illiterate
people who finished anti-illiteracy courses to their previous

‘onditions if they did not exercise in reading and writing,
reading groups were set up at schools and on the initiative cf
“ocial organisations, and a great importance was attached to
{he creation and extension of evening elementary schools for
adults, These forms of work are still continuing especially in
villages.

‘The final soiution of the elementary education problem.

It was u great and difficult problem for a country in
which three fourth of the population was made up of peasan-
iry, where only one fourth of the pupils were attending the
clementury schools in villages, and where schools existed only
in one fifth of the villages. To realize the elementary edu-
cation all over the country, thousands of schools, several thou-
nd of teachers and other means were needed. The work
became more difficult because Albania was a country with an
in ¢ i configuration with small,
scattered and thinly populated villages.

However, without settling this problem there could not
be question about carrying out the complex tasks of the cul-
tural revolution.

Alongside with the anti-illiteracy courses, during the
national-liberation struggle, on the initiative of the village
national-liberation councils and teachers and population, ele-
mentary schools were also opened. This explains the fact
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ﬂ-a* |m|redlatelv after the end of the war, during the 1
chool-year 928 elementary schools functioned in Albani;
as against 643 during the 1938-39 school-year, although it
known that many schools were closed, damaged and
during the war. This fact clearly shows that the people’s thirst
for education was now freely and impetuously manifested.

In August 1946, together with the educational reform,
there was approved the law on general and compulsory ele-
mentary under which ele became
cnmpulso’v for all children, boys and glrls from the age of
compelling to aﬂend the elementary school even the
chllc n of 8, 9 and 10 vears of age who had no education. In
accordance with this law it was allowed that the application
of school obligation be postponed to three years in small villa-
ges where schools did not exist. With the suplements made
later this law was effectively carried out in Albania.

In the 1945-47 school-year the elementary education inclu-
ded. along with all the children of the towns, also all the
children of 7, 8, 9 and 10 years of age of the villages where
schools were open. The number of pupils grew considerably:
from 77,240 in the 1944-45 year to 134524 in 1945-47

The number of elementary schools increascd from year
to year expanding to all the country’s regions and villages.
at the beginning, in the bigger ones with more than 300 inha-
bitants and, gradually, also in the smaller ones.

The pupils were obliged to attend school when their re-
sidences were at a distance of 3-4 kms from the school. Thus,
many village schools had to be opened- even there where
the pupils were few. For this reason, alongside with the ele-
mentary schools with 4 or more teachers. there were set up
#nd still exist schools with three. two and one teacher, some-
times a single feacher leading two or four classes at the same
time,

Due to such forms the
to all the corners of Albania, even to the most d)smnt moun-
tain villages.

During four or five school-years (from 1946-47 to 1950-
51) tha problem of v was cet-

"The following table shows the growth of the elemen-
tary education during the period of its expansion and realisa-
tion all over the country; it is compared with the 1938-39
school-year:
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Schools |  Pupils | Teachers
| i

643 52,024 1349

928 54,360 1743

1097 77,240 2069

1609 134,524 2612

1751 151,817 2772

1'-)45 49 1909 162,437 3729
1949-50 1970 164,781 3930
950-51 2023 150,819 4028
2212 151,908 4362

2481 218 487 6716

T achools include now all the children of respective
ages. with very rare exceptions of highlanders’ children living
in distant houses. This question is now being discussed and
its solution being prepared, by drawing these few hundreds
of chilaren into boarding schools.

Realisation of the compulsory general 7-year education.

A country building up socialism and striving for a compre-
hensive economic and cultural progress, no matier how much
backward it may have been in the past, umnot be_content
confining itself to general
f Iays down the task of reslizing also. the compuisory. general
incomplete middle education as a unique system for the people’s
children, after the completion of which they may follow the
general or professional middle education, the lower technico-

i i pprentices they may get prepared

pr
to go directly to work.
From the very first stage of the development of the cul-
tura] 1ew]uuon, when the main problems in educatzon were
the of the ion and the
of illiteracy, the development of T-year oducation started like-
wise, During the 1945-46 and 1946-47 school-years there were
set up the unique 3-year schools, from the fifth Lo the seventh
grades, that is the lower course of the middle school. The esta-
blishmeny or decentralization of these schools made it pos-
sible to open such schools also in sub-prefecture centers. in
small towns and village centers, in a word even there where
no compiete middle schools existed. Beginning with the 1947-
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48 school-year, ~the unique schools were merged with the
mentary schools thus forming the unique 7-grade schools.

The following table shows the growth of this category
education in the early years after liberation, as compared wif
the 1938-39 school year:

School-year Schools |  Pupils | Teachers
1838-39 11 4619
1946-47 34 6305
1947-48 107 12180
1948-49 146 15812
1951 222 23890

Practically, in the 1951-52 schoul year the unique 7-gra

r majorily of children
in towns whereas in villages there were opened 140 seven-
grade schools. At this time the elementary education probl
had beer, fully resolved. Thus the transition to the compulsory
general 7-grade education became possible.

Ir 1852 the People’s ed the i
law, under which all children of 7 up to 16 years old ‘were
obliged to attend the 7-grade school when such schools exis-
ted at a distance of 4-5 kms from the place of residence of the
children. In towns the general compulsory 7-grade education
was put into application immediately. as early as in the 1952-
53 school-year, whereas in villages. this was done gradually
alongside with the opening of new schools.

The realization of the 7-grade education was a still more
difficult action, especially as regards the question of providing
teachers, premises and school equipments and also on account
of the backward mentality of a part of village parents who
for some time thought that the 8-grade education was super-
fluous tc their children especially to their daughters. A lot
of difficulties were caused also by the mountainous geographic
configuration and the comparatively slight density of the popu-
lation in mountain areas as it was necessary to open ceven-
grade schools even there where 15 pupilsand sometimes even
less. for the fifth class were ensured.

However, through a persistent all-round work it became
possible for the 7-grade education also to expand to the whole
country. The following table shows its growth during several
school-years:
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School-year Schools Pupils Teachers

222 23890 946
255 30261 1061
400 42882 2168
686 93523 4316

During the 1963 school-year throughout Albania the fifth
forms of the 7-grale and 8-grade schools included 85 per cent
of the pupils who finished the fourth grade of the elementary
school, while in villages only 77.3 per cent

Creation and P of the

A country wanting to develop quickly all the economic
and cultural branches, embarking on the road of industrializa-
tion, needs qualified workers and specialists and technicians
of all the profiles. The satisfaction of these needs requires
also the organization of the professi i

In-the Tirst:stage after Tiberation' there ~were & up’ inaky
accelerated courses, with and without quitting jobs, by various
ministries and economic enter Beginning with the 1948-
Efifashob]-yeer, on “iHe!‘bislsi ot" 18 unique 7-grade general
education there began the creation and extension of a network
of middle schools of the professional education of main bran-
ches. The following table shows the growth of the professional
middle education comparing it also with the 1938-39 school-
year:

I
School-year Schools Pupils i Teachers
i |
1938-39 [ T R 7Y
1048-49 13 1995 190 *
1957-56 30 7111 37
1963-64 31 14399 685

(*) This figure comprises the teachars of all the secondary schools, since
this year's official statistics have not separated the number of the seconda-
ry vocational schools.
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An important place in the professional secondary edu-
cation system is held by the pedagogical secondary school
which train teachers.

Alongside with many professional middle pedagogical
agricultural schools there exist also professional middle
of other profiles: industrial-technical, mining and oil, technolo
gical. economic, construction, medical polytechnicum, artistie
lyceum, a special physical culture school, ete. This way, Al-
bania has been able to ensure the training of middle tecl
cians of the main profiles for all the economic and cultural
branches.

The professional middle education could be expanded
so much because alongside with town children, these schools
admitted also many village pupils. For this purpose, the State
has made and is making available numerouvs scholarshins to.
peasantry. Suffice it to recall that during the 1953-64 school-
year 649, of the total number of pupils in professional middle
schnoh er]nved state echolar;h‘pn

e lower t i i

was aleo organized on sound foundancms In addition to the .
work that is being done in this direction within various eco-
nomic enterprises and institutions, beginning with the 1950-
51 and 1951-52 school-years there were set up the labour reserve

ls for industry, agriculture. construction. communica-
tion. commerce, public health, etc. At the beginning these
schools admitted both pupils having finished seven-grade schools
and pupils comparatively erown up who had not finished
the T-grade school. Later, when the situation was stabilized,
these schools began to admit only pupils having “inished the
7-grade school. These schools, depending on the branch for
which they prepare qualified workers, are 1-3 grade schools.
The pupils finishing them have the possibility to acquire a
full middle education by attending evening or correspondence
middle schools for adults.

Development of secondary edncation

In the early period aﬁ.er “beraﬂon whm the creation
of middle although
the number of pupils increased alsu m the middle schools of
general education, for a time the number of <chools did not
grow. Later, when the network of the professional middle
education was stabilized and the need arose to ensure students
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for higher education, then the impetuous growth of the middle
general education began. Here follows a table showing this

process:

School-year Schools ! Pupils | Teachers
| |

Now there exist general education middle schools in all
district centers, at new industrial settlements, in centers of
many _inhabited localities and populated villages.

Middle education has now greatly expanded. Here follows
a table which shows the development of the general and
professional middle education for several years.

| | ]

School-year Schools Pupils | Teachers
1936-39 11 1696 30
1948-49 20 3192 190
1957-58 59 11983 627

1963-64 95 28206 1442

Now the schools of general or professional education are
being attended by the overwhelming majority of youth and
girls in towns and also by a good part of village youth. In the
1063-64 school-year there were enrolled in Albania’s middle
schocle 645 per cent of the pupils who finished the 7-grade
schools; while from villages only 49 per cent.

Creation and development of higher education

Higher education in this country developed entirely from
the beginning. As early as in 1946 the two-year pedagogical
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institute opened in Tirana, beginning the training of tea
for the unique 7-grade school. But our country needed
merous cadres with higher education. In the [lirst years
part of these cadres was trained abroad with stute stipe
mainly in the Soviet Union and in the other European socia
coun . But to meet the country’s needs, higher educa
had to be organized without fail at home.

In 1951 there were opened the higher pedagogical i
tute, a higher agricultural institute and the higher polyt
nical institute. In 1952 there were opened also the higk
medical institute and the higher economic institule, i
there was set up the higher juridical institute. In 1957 all
institutes of higher learning, with the exception of the
cultural cne, were merged and formed the State Unive
n( Tirana which has 7 faculties, training higher cadres fo
pecialities. Later there was opened also the State music
mnsexvaluly the higher drama school and the higher instit
of fine arts as well as another two-year pedagogical i
tute in the town of Shkodra.

In this way. after having created her higher education,
Albania is able today to train specialists with higher education
of broad profiles for the main economic and cultural brancl
The following table shows the increase of the number
students in Albania:

Total number of day, |
School-year evening and corres-
| pondence students.

1936-39 —

1947-48 62
1951-52 376
1953-54 1147
1957-58 3351
1960-61 6703

1963-64 12165

The expansion of higher education has taken place with’
so much impetus that every year have been and continue to
be cnrolled at higher schools all the students graduating from
the general middle education schools some of those graduating
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m the professional middle schools and many others coming
from production jobs and administration. Such a large-scale
attendsmce of higher school has been made practically possible
“he means of stipends accorded to students by the state.
Suffice it to that during the 1963-64 school-year 715 per
cent of the students have studied with state stipends.
In the year 1962 there were in Albania 68 students in
10,000 inhabitants — quite a high index. During the 1963-64
school-year the number of students in Albania has been 7

fron

7 times
higher than there were pupils in the country’s middle schools
during the 1938-39 school-year.

The creation and development of education for adults

This category of education was created from the beginning
and started to take a concrete shape as early as during the
1946-47 school-year.

The evening elementary school in the country has been
and remains a two-year school. In the course of the two years
it gives to the working people the programme of the elemen-
tary school. The evening and correspondence —seven-grade

jo-year courses at the beginning and later they
became 3-year schools like the day-schools

The cvening and correspondence middle and higher schools
have had and continue to have, as a rule, terms equal to
those of the respective day schools or one more year.

The adult working people attending evening and cor
pondence schools, by special government provisions and de
sions. enjoy many facilities such as leaves during the examina-
tion period, reduced working hours during the cour: c. ete
Thus, for instance, in order to attend regularly the 7-grade ard
middle schools the working people have leaves of three hours
a week during the working hours (6 hours are granted to women
with children having no other persons in their families to take
care of them), to pass examinations at evening elementary and
7-grade schools they are given leaves of 10 calendaric days, at
the evening middle schools — 15 days, at correspondence middle
schools — 20 days, those attending higher schools — 6 hours a
week from their weekly job, and 20 days to pass annual examina-
tions (for correspondence courses 30 days) and many = other
facilities for consultations, lodging, and for some categories also
the payment of daily expenses.
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During the 1963-64 school-year 56,758 pupils and students
have attended schools without quitting their jobs.
Creation and development of new intelligentsia
The development of all links and categories of educa

tion mentioned above ensures conditions for the creation of
a new intelligentsia from the midst of the working people,

higher education of some of the main specialities.

Specialities 1938 1962

1) Engineers 45 1322

2) Agronomists 35 834

3) Physicians 102 613

4) Othe: speclahsls 198 4311
Total 380 7130 '

At present the textile combine in Tirana alon- counts
more engineers than did the whole of Albania in the year
1938.

In 1962 Albania had 19,264 specialized cadres with middle
and higher education, of whom 12,134 with middle education
and 7,130 with higher education, in addition to thousands of
other technicians and specialists who have not complete
thelr studies, but who have a rich experience and are studying.
to acquire the respective education.

D of pre-school

This category of education, too, has been created almost from
the beginning to lighten the burden of working women in upbring--
ing ad educating their children, as well as to promote soci
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tion in the socialist spirit, and it has expanded at fast
g m on the table below

Children in

School-year | Kindergartens Ther | Educators
58-31 23 2434 40
136 10002 224
330 17148 700
ues -64 450 24036 1111

A general review of the development of education

During the 1963-64 school-year all the categories of the
Albanian schools were regularly attended by some 400.000
students. This means that 2 out of every 9 of the country’s
inhabitants regularly attend school. This is a very high index
snowing the big leap realized within twenty years in'a coun-

where, before liberation, only 1 out of every 18 inhabi-
tants attended school.

uring the 1963-64 school-year the teaching and pedago-
gical staff of all school categories reached the figure of 14.600,
g times more in comparison with the pre-war period.

The number of girls attending school has increased consi-
derably. From the total number of 408,717 students or 171,367
of them or 42 per cent are women.

In the capital of Albania, Tirana, more than 50,000 pupils
and students, are attending schools, e. g one of every three
inhabitants or as many as there were throughout the country
in the school year 1938-39.

This great development of education in quantity and breadth
has been coupled also with a gradual improvement of the quality
of teaching and instructive work in the schools, by the qualifica-
tion and perfection of the teaching cadres, by the enriching of
the educational and material basis. All of these things have
rendered possible to achieve an all-round socialist education of
the younger generation in the Albanian schools.

Development of art and culture

During the same pericd there has been set up also a broad
network of cultural and artistic institutions in towns, in indus-
trial establishments and in villages.
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In 1938 there did not exist a single professional theate
while in 1963, 23 such theaters were functioning, of whi
were drama theaters, 15 variety theatres. an Opera and
Theater, a Puppet Theater for children, a Folk Songs and Dan
Ensemble, and an Army Song and Dance Ensemble. In all the
troupes 700 artists are working.

In Tirana alone there exist 7 artistic troupes: the O
and Ballet Theater. the Pecple’s (drama) Theater, the State Va
ty Theater (containing the core of the future circus), the
dier’s Variety Theater, the Children’s Puppet Theater and
song and dance ensembles. The cities of Shkodra, Durrés,
basan, Vlora and Korga have two theaters each: drama
vaciety theaters

In the year 1962-63 the artistic trouses gave 3,048 perfor
maaces which were attended by 984.930 spectators.

A considerable part of the theaters, and in the first pla
the variety theatres, give about half of the number of
performances in villages.

At the same time at the work establishments, villag
schools and military detachments and everywhere there
set up thousands of artistic collectives of art amateurs,
forming regularly for the public.

Such an increase of the troupes and arti

litcrature and arts. In literature, especially in poetry,
Albanian people have inherited distinguished valucs and well
known poets. After liberation, alongside with poetry an impes
tus was taken also by those literary genres which were f
merly developed comparatively less such as prose, (siort sto
and novels) drama and comedy. For the first time there were
developed the complex musical genres: operas, ballets, s
phonies, the first operstias. A large-scale deveiopment W
assumed also by the fine arts. Writers and artists ~losely
necled themselves with the people. The young /lbanian a
developed and continues to develop on the basis of soci
ideology and the method of socialist realism.
Cinema, too, has become a means of educatio:
tured recreation. Instead of 17 cinemas that existe
in 1963 there functioned 38 cinemas, in addition
halls under the economic enterprises and agricultural .
ratives, and in addition to the ambulant cinema appacatus
The «New Albania~ film studio has been set up longsince-
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qadition to_chronical and documentary films, it has produced
A several featwre films.

The network of cultural institutions has spread all over the
Instead of 5 State libraries and 2 museums that
isted in 1938, there functioned in 1963, 23 State libraries

X6 museums, in addition to thousands of small libraries
and iuseum comers set up by the economic enterprises,
icultural cooperatives, schools and various institutions.

B For the first time cultural institutions were set up near
the working centers. Thus in 1963 there were 22 clubs and

institutons the working people have the possitility to read
books, to listen to various concerts, speeches and lectures and
1o participate in different circles to develop their talents, to
view exhibitions, etc.

A great development has been assumed by the spreading
of book and press and other propaganda means. While in
1938 there were published 6 newspapers with a mass monthly
eirculation of 222,800 copies, in 1963 there were published
13 newspapers -with a circulation of 2,681,708 copies; instead
of 15 reviews with a .nonthly circulation of 22.500 copies there
were published 31 reviews with a circulation of 105,000 copies,
instead of 61 books with a total edition of 183,000 copies there
were published 573 books with an edition of 3,687,000 copies;
instead of 3,000 radio sets, in 1963 there were 70,913.

Development of Albanian science

In the field of science the work started from the begin-
ning because in this field there was inherited nothing, with
the exception of a certain tradition of Albanological —studies
in the field of linguistics and history. The organized scientific
work began from the first year after liberation, especially
when the Institute of Sciences was set up in 1947. This work
assumed a further impetus when higher schools were opened
and especially with the creation of the University, into which
the Institute of Sciences and the other institutes of higher
learning were merged.

he biggest scientific research and work ceniers in Albania
are in the State University of Tirana and in the higher Agricul-
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tural Institute. The scientific work there is carried on by
chairs, laboratories and different stations and it is presented
on the numerous scientific bulletins which are published
these two institutions. Within the State University there exis
as a separate institute, the Linguistics and History t
which is engaged on Albanological studies. At present
center of the Albanological studies has been definitely tra
ferred from abroad, where it was formerly, to Albania.
wag clearly shown also by the Albanological conference wh
took place in November 1962 and which was attended also
foreign scientists,

In the recent years there have been founded also off
scientific institutions such as the Industrial Research Institut
the Geological Research Institute and the Institute of
History of the Party of Labour of Albania. A scientific
work is being carried on also by the Hydrometeorologic
Board and by the Central State Archives as well as by
study bureaus and groups under the government departs
institutions and various economic enterprises.

The young scientific cadres are trained also through work
n 1983 there were 68 scientific pedagogiml workers having
scientific title of «docent», 64 with the scientific degree:

«candidate of sciences», 13 with the scientific title of «professes
In view of the training of new scientific cadres there exis
also ihe institution of «post-graduate courses created

the higher schools. In 1963 the course was followed, quittin
the jobs, by 148 post-graduates. Now there is being organiz
also a post-graduate course quitting the job.

On some peculiarities of our cultural revolution.

It must be pointed out first of all that the cultural
lution in Albania has been developed in close connection
the ideological revolution and as an integral pari of it bein
powerfully based on socialist ideology, on Marx'st-Leninis
theory and on the healthy national traditions. The new Albanis
culture is socialist in content and national in form. It has co
into being and was developed in struggle with the influence
of foreign imperialistic and cosmopolitan ideology and the deg
nerated and bastard culture based on these ideologies-




sible the consequences of _the heavy backwardness inherited
from the past and to meet the requirements wh;ch, under
these conditions, are laid down by the country’s socialist cons-
\uction. This fast rate is seen in many directions, in the
e flement of the elementary education problem within a five-
Jear period, in the liquidation. of illiteracy within a decade,
I ihe simultaneous development of all the branches of
public education, in the creation and development at the same
time of all the types of cultural institutions, etc.

Another important peculiarity is also the simultaneous
development of the cultural revolution in its main directions,
in breadth and depth, in quantity and quality, but with a
marked domination of the first direction. It is self-understood
that from the quality viewpoint the situation of education
and culture is still relatively backward in comparison with
the extension and great quantitative growth. Thus, for instance,
our school, despite its great expansion and' development, has
still some qualitati as insufficient pro-
gress of school-children and students in their studies and a
certain detachment of learning from life, which has been
inherited from the old school. The same thing may be said also
of the other sectors. This phenomenon, too, is conditioned by
the inheritance from the past and by the difficulties of the
times, difficulties of growth and expansion.

Finally, the cultural revolution in Albania has developed
and continue to develop with big material and financial
expenditures. In addition to the usual budget expenses there
may be mentioned here also specific expenditures conditioned
by the need of fast rate development, of stimulating such a
development as well as by the geographical —configuration,
mountainous in general, and the comparatively slight density
of the population. These kinds of expenditures are made in
granting scholarships, in opening schools in living centers
where there are few pupils and where their education becomes
costly, in creating artistic institutions in small towns and
centers and for their upkeep, etc.

But all these expenditures are indispensable. They are
inhereni in a socialist society which makes of education and
culture a real property of the people. It is precisely for this
reason the expenditure for education and culture hold a very
important place in the State budget- In Albania, in 1964 these
expenditures account for 11,7 per cent of the budget.
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IIL Prospects of further development of cultural
revolution

Now that the Albanian people have entered the period of
the complete construction of socialist society, the forging of
ew man and further deepening of the ideological and cultural
revolution come to the forefront.

Just as until now. in the future, too, the cultural revo-
Jution will develop in both directions — in breadth and depth.
But the relationship between these two directions will begin
to change. A characteristic of the new stage willbe a more accen-
tuated development in depth and quality, the further streng-
thening of the socialist content of the ideological and cultural
front. At the same time there will continue also a development
in breadth, the quantitative growth. And even in comparison
h the past period, this growth in many directions will be
still greater, 2

New prospects of development have opened to the people’s
education, In June 1963 the People’s Assembly approved the
Jaw «On the reorganisation of public education in the People’s
Republic of Albania». Prior to the passage of this law, for
three years in succession, a broad public discussion developed
about education problems on the basis of the theses published
by the Central Committee of the Party of Labour of Albania
and the Council of Ministers of the People’s Republic of
Albania «Concerning the close connection of school with life
and the further development of the people’s education sys-
tem»,

After the 1946 education reform, this law, this reorganisa-
tion. was another great education reform in n
of development. The principal aim of this reform
mentation of the principle of connecting school with life and
work in all the links of the education system. At the same
time it is aimed at the all-round qualitative strengthening of
school, the all-round strengthening of socialist education as
well as at further raising the cultural and education] standards
of the whole population and especially of the younger genera-
tion.

Under the new law, rrom the compulsory general 7-grade
education they will pass to the compulsory 8-grade general
education. This passage for the fifth classes was effected parti-
ally during the 1963-64 school-year and will be completed
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with the beginning of the 1964-65 school-year. For the other
“lasses the passage will be made gradually, from year to year.
The new 8-grade school will indeed be an incomplete middle
school of general polytechnical education which will give the
students also the necessary training for life and work, it will
turn them out to life more grown up and more matured. The
4th Congress of the Party of Labour of Albania which took
place in 1961 laid down the task that the B8-grade general
compulsory education within this decade, until 1970, should
expand throughout the entire country and include all the chil-
dren of respective ages.

On the basis of the 8-grade school there will be set up all
the other categories of schools — the lower technico-profes-
sional education, general and professional middle education,
the middle schools for working people without quitting their
jobs.

In all the categories of schools, including here also the
general education middle schools and the higher school, the
pupils and students, depending also on the profile of their
training, will engage also in useful social activities, physical
work and production work, they will be educated in the spirit
of the love for work.

In addition to the 8-grade schools the network of iniddle
schools has to be extended also. It has been envisaged that by
the end of the current five-year period (in the 1965-66 school-
vear) their number will be about 100, but it is apparent that
this figure, too, will be exceeded. Now there are being opened
full middle schools of general education also in big populated
village centers, The number of students of the professional
middle education and of the higher education will grow consi-
derably. By the end of the current five-year plan in the day
higher education schools alone there will be more than 7,000
students. In the education for adults without quitting jobs
there will be an increase both in the number of schools and
pupils

The number of cadres with higher education, too, by the
end of the current five-year period will reach 9,700, while the
number of middle technical cadres will reach 25,700.

In 1965 in the industry and mining sectors there will
be one specialist with middle and higher education cut of every
five workers, one agronomist with higher education for every
600 hectares of land, and one technician with agricultural
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middle education for every 330 hectaresof land, one physician
for every 1600 inhabitants ot the population.

‘hese growt]
cesses will take place aLso in aJ.l the other secwrs There wa!.l
be an extension of the activities of artistic institutions as
well as of the network of the village cultural institutions, aim-
ing at the creation of cultural centers even in most distant
mountain villages. The number of all kinds of publications
will considerably grow.

The scientific research work will develop also in other
sectors and directions. Alongside the promotion of Albanolo-
gical studies, and and stu-
dies will be made also in the field of technical and natural,
economic, medical, juridical, pedagogical and other sciences.
The Central Comminee of the Party of Labour of Albania and
the Government of the People’s Republic of Albania have laid
down the task of working out a 10-15 year plan for the further
development of sciences,

Literature and arts are developing on the right path.
Alongside with the developed genres that have a tradition,
genres comparatively younger are thriving and will apparently
thrive also in the future. Such comparatively younger genres
are the novel and shorts stories, drama and comedy, opera and
ballet, sculpture and picture, feature film, symphonic music,
light music, etc.

While Albania has now overcome and in certain directions

surpassed many advanced countries as regards the number of
schools, teachers and students per capita of the population,
and the number of artistic performances and published books,
per capita, with regard to the percentage of budget expendi-
tures in the field of education and culture, etc, without speak-
ing of the very fast rates of development of these sectors,
she is smvmg to overcome those countries also with regard to
the v and cultural of the entire po-
pulauon She has embarked on this road and will reach also

is aim.
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THE RAISING OF PEOPLE'S WELFARE IN THE
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA

On November 29, 1944, there occured the greatest turmng
point in the hlswry of the Albamsn ‘people. The om regime
eharacterized by
class, was done away with iozevet and the basu fnr the edifi-
cation of a new social order was laid. The regime of people’s
democracy was founded, a new state was created, and thus
the century-old dream of this long-suffering people was rea-
lized.

Through the measures and economic reforms achieved du-
ring the years following the liberation of the country the

the of the economy
were brought about, unemployment and exploitation of man by man
were wiped out and the people took their destiny into their
own hands, thus winning their freedom and their rights in
all the fields of economic, political and social life.

Great successes have been achieved during these twenty
years: a modem mdusf.ry has been created, Lhe socialist

of has been and the
cultural revolution realized. The people are building their own
prosperous life, socialism.

O poverty and star-
‘vation, 1gnoranoe and diseases were inseparable companions to
the people in the past regimes. Terror of war, reprisals, rob-
bery, murdering and its other losses caused to the people and
their property made their life still worse.

The eve of liberation found the country in a distressing
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situation; the people could not procure even their daily bread
and lived dipped into the feudal darkness.

As a result of the submission of the country to the Italian
imperialism, the economy was dominated and purloined by the
foreign capital, who dlsposed of the key positions, such as
mines, banks, foreign trade,

The very low level of lhe country’s producing forces in
the past was expressed in the first place by the lack of mdumy
The industrial production during that period made up onls
9,8% of the global production. Industry represented only 4507
of the nationa] income,

Agriculture was very backward and primitive too. Feudal
and semi-feudal relations dominated the life of the village.
About 319, of the tilled area was owned by the big land-pro-
prietors who made up only 3%, of the peasant families; 83%
of the whole peasantry owned only 60,4, of the total area of
land, 21,500 peasant families were landless. Farm work was carried
with hand tools, Consequently, although Albania was an agri-
cultural country, it did not produce even half of the corn crops
necessary to supply people’s demand in grain.

Immediately after the liberation the state of the people’s
democracy took over the task of rebuilding the new order of
things, aiming at the improving of the life of the people. The
revolutionary programme of the party and of the government
rendered enthusiastic the large masses of the people, who rushed
forward into a colossal work to implement this majestic pro-
gramme, Within a few years great changes were brought about
in the fields of economy and culture.

The people was convinced from life itself that the people’s
power principal task was the improvement as early as possible
of the working masses material and cultural conditions, which
is the fundamental law of socialism.

To reach this goal as early as possible, since the first
months after liberation, there were nationalized and declared
people’s property, banks, mines, factories and all transport
means. The estates of the high trading and speculative bour-
geoisie were confiscated and have become people’s property.
Foreign concessions were put to an end. The debts of the
peasant-folk and of the working people were sponged out,
thus delivering them from the speculators and usurers who
had sucked their blood. Foreign trade became a state mono-
poly.
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The socialist sector of eeonomy e created, which brought
about  p for and  proportional
development  of the counLrvs economy. The revolutionary

I

therly expanded. On January 11, 1946 Albania was proclaimed
people’s Democratic  Republic. ~Through their  struggle
the people buried the old regime of the feudals and bour-
geoisie, smashed out from the root the oppressing apparatns
of the ruling classes and et up the regime of the people’s
democracy, as one of the forms of the proletariat drlxmrshlp,
which, for the first time in their history. assured t> the
banian people all the democratic rights and liberties, and
mercilessly crushed out the attempts of the internal vanquished
and expropriated enemies, as well as the plots of the imperial-
isis and their agents.

In this way the ruling power, from an oppressive and
exploiting instrument to the prejudice of the people, was trans-
formed by our people’s revolution, into an instrument in the
hands of the people in order to crush out and eliminate capi-
talism and exploitation of man by man.

Since 1946, through the great economic and social reforms,
there were successfully performed the duties concerning the
phasis of the democratic bourgeois revolution and our country
entued into the phasis of the edification of the foundations of
S0

ia

Tharks to this new policy possibilities were created for
the development of our economy according to plan: The eco-
nomy began to be restored. New ways of communications were
opened, the first railway in Albania was constructed, schools,
factories and sanitary institutes were set up, agriculture and
livestock breeding expanded, etc.

The agrarian reform, which was achieved during the first ycars
after the liberation marked the first revolution in the so
economic relations of the village. It has completely eliminated
feudal relations in production, it has liquidated the class of
landowners, it has gratuitously given land to the working pea-
sants. The agrarian reform limited, and then through measures
and the ulterior the difi i
concerning peasantry, which has existed along the centuries
and according to which a difference was made between the
rich and the poor. In consequence of the agrarian reform the

ing peasant, for the first time, became master of his land
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and began to work and produce for his own account, to procure '
his food and live better to improve his economlc, social and
‘cultural it a direct he agrarian re-
form, 70,211 iamlllﬁ took 172,659 ha of Lmd 474,227 olive-
trees and 5,929 beasts of burden, etc.

Another victory, which had a decisive importance in the
&tabhshment of new mlatmns m the v)l]age in matters of
, which sue-
cessfully ended in 1959. Cullectlvlzatmn of agriculture consti-
tutes the second revolution, the most revolutionary turn im
the social economic relations in the village. Instead of a
little individual economy parcelled out, there was creaf
great socialist production, which gave full possibility to the
rapid growth of the countryside. The socialist transformaf
of agriculture in the village made possible the liquidation of
the exploitation of man by man, the liquidation of agrarian
stoppage, which at the time of private property domination was
a big social sore. In harmony with the new economic ard social
conditions, the contradiction between the private character of
preperty in agriculture and the social character of industrial
property , and thus the basis of socialism
‘was laid in the village, too. The establishment of socialist rela-
tions in production resulted in the fact that the distribution of
goods was made in the interest of the cooperativist peasantry
and all the people.

The process of distribution in the village is improving more
and more. The state has taken such measures as the carrying
out of the statute type of the agricultural cooperatives, the
construction of a right system of accumulation, the ~onstruction
of a right system of imposts and taxes, the incre.zse of accu-
mulation prices, the annulment of duties and taxes in arrears
and other measures of this kind, which have increased the
quantity of production and incomes of the peasaniry.

The distribution and redistribution of social products played
an active part in the improvement of the economic, social
and cultural situation, If we estimate to 100 the average of the
real income per capita of the peasant population in 1950, in
1962 this average reaches 165 and in 1965 it will reach 199.
In 1955 peasantry paid imposts and taxes in cash and in pro-
duction ammounting to 2 billion and 116 million leks, in
1961 they paid only 874 million leks, that is to say two and a
half times less. Before the liberation the peasants handed over
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up 0 45% of the amount of grain produced, while now they
sell to the state at fixed prices about 25 percent of it.

The substitution of the small agricultural production by
the great socialist ion created it it
for the development of the productive forces and for the mul-
tilateral progress of the village. The victory of socialism in
the village strengthened even more the alliance between the
working class and peasantry, it modified the very nature of
the working peasantry and instead of the individual peasantry
a new class — the cooperativist peasantry was brought up,
and new relations were established between the town und
the village. Those were relations of cooperation and mutual
help between two friendly classes of common interests.

Socialist industry has given and continues to give a
great help to the village. From the liberation up to the end
of the second five-year plan the state invested 8 billion leks
for drainage works, while during the third five-year plan
(1960-1965) the state will spend for the same purpose another
4 billion leks. The result of all these drainage was the reclaiming
of large areas of land in the Myzeqeja, Maliq, Vurgu, Thumana,
etc. marshlands and lagoons, heretofore permanent sources of
malaria that shortened the life of the peasant-folk, now are
wransformed into fertile lands. The land under cultivation has
increased from 292,000 ha in 1938 to about 500,000 ha im
964 and irrigation possibility has increased 6.8 times for the
ne period.

The state has also given a great help to the village espe-
cially in mechanization of agricultural works. In 1933 there
were in all 30 tractors while in 1964 their number has increased
to 7026 the autocombines which were wholly unknown before
the liberation count now 443.

In 1962 compared to 1950, agriculture was supplied with
move selected seeds — 2.6 times more, chemical fertilizers
over four times, insecticides — 8,3 times more, animal
drawn agricultural implements — over four times. Only in
1963 the peasantry received 1,381,000,000 leks as loans.

A great help was also given to peasaniry by the state
agricultural enterprises through their progressive examples,
agrotechnical advice, their specialists at the disposal of the
countryside, ete.

he economical assistance which wes given to the pea-
saniry and the tireless work they themselves have done in
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order to assure better and happier davs, have brought aboug
an evident progress in the village life.

ing the years of people’s power the educational and
cultural level of the working masses in Albania has risen in
an incomparable way.

To prove the backwardness of the people in the past, it
suffices to say that 80 per cent of the population at that time
were illiterate. Two thirds of the children were doomed to
remain illiterate, too. The foreign invaders and the dominang
classes were interested in keeping the people in ignovance and
darkness in order to oppress and purloin them more easily.

After the liberation education and culture becanie proper-
ty of the masses. In 1955 illiteracy in Albania was done away
with for all the people up to fourty years of age. Since the
liberation of the country primary education became obliga=
tory and now the eight-year school is obligatory, also.

Prior to the liberation of the country there werc only 643
elementary schools and 11 secondary schools, whereas there
were no cultural, artistic or professional institutes, while
now there are 2481 clementary schools, 686 seven-year schools,
98 secondary schools and 7 high institutes of learning, besides
the State University of Tirana, frequented by more than 9000
students. In 1964 alone there were graduated 749 high cadres,
or 2 times more than the total number of all high cadres
existing in 1938.

A wide network of different pedagogic schools have been
set up to prepare as rapidly as possible teaching cadres and
today the country boasts of a whole army of 13,000 teachers,
of whom only 1600 are inherited from the past. Now the city
of Tirana alone has more teachers than there were throughout
Albania in 1938.

During the school-year 1963-1964, there were registered
in all the schools 400,000 pupils and students. Only in higher
schools there were registered 12,165 students.

All the expenses are met by the state. Education in PRA
is given fre= of charge. Schools are equipped with all kinds
of didactical means and the necessary texts are very cheap.
The state allots considerable funds for the education of
orphans awarding scholarships. In order to make things easier
for pupils snd siudents, the state has opened _everywhere

nd boarding: Is, where the n fact
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pay only a part of the value of their food and of the other
expenses, which are met in greater part by the state,

For those who don’t have the possibility to frequent day-
schuols, the state has set up other ways so that they may
their qualification and get the necessary education. Only
during the years 1955-1960, more than 130.000 workers attend-
ed lectures or other sorts of specialized courses obtaining
the title of qualified workers. Workers and functionaries can
continue the evening-schools or pursue their studies through
correspondence courses without interrupting their work. Work-
ers atlending evening-schools work with a reduced schedule
undergoing no reduction in their salary. They enjoy the right
of a special paid leave so that they may prepare their examina-
tions and the leave varies according to the kind of school they
attend, and it may be even of a period of 45 days, besides
the usual and complementary leave. Besides these favours
they enjoy Dther facilities, too, with the purpose that all of
them may get the ibility to get the
During 1963- 1964 56,758 workers inscribed ~themselves to
evening schools or to correspondence courses.

Cultural institutions were opened for the first time. In
1963 there were 22 culture-clubs and palaces and 29 culture-
houses for the town workers, 587 recreation and reading rooms
in working centers. There are now in our villages more than
1300 homes and hearths of culture, more than 5300 artistic
troupes with more than 53.000 amateurs, 860 libraries with a
total of 450,000 books, ete.

Only during the first thirteen years since the liberation
of our country there have been printed more books than
were issued in Albania during the last centuries, {rom the
publication of the first book in the Albanian language. The
statistics show that in 1938 there have been printed 61 books
and in 1963 — 577 books. It is important to remark that they
are sold at very low prices so that every one may buy them.

In 1938, there were only five puplic libraries, and in
1963 23 of them.

Whereas in 1938 there were merely six newspapers with
a circulation of 2,702,000 copies, now the number of newspa-
pers has reached to thirteen with a circulation of 32,885,000
copies. The number of periodicals has also greatly increased.
They numbered 15 in 1938 with a circulation of 340,000 copies
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as compared to 33 with a circulation of 1,243,000 copies
in  1960.

In 1938 there were only two museums whereas now there
are eighteen of them.

There was but a professional artistic institution in 1945
which disposed of 632 seats; it gave 24 shows for 12,930 spec~
tators attending them, while in 1963 they became 23, with a
capacity of 6748 places, gave 3048 performances with about
1,000,000 spectators attending them.

There were 17 cinema-halls in 1938 with 4800 seats, where
3560 shows were presented having an attendance of 561,200 spec-
tators; in 1963 the number of cinemas reached to 75, with 19,554
seats and there were given 39.905 shows with 7,426,047 specta-
tors attending them.

The price of the entrance-tickets is extraordinarily low;
at 5 leks are sold the tickets for children at the puppet theatre,
20 Jeks are enough to attend a picture-show, 15 to 25 leks is.
the price of a ticket at the theatre, 20 to 50 leks costs an
enuance ticket to the Opera, etc.

The same can be said of sports. There were in all 23
sport groups in 1938, whereas in 1961 their number rose to
1469 etc.-A sport ticket to a foot-ball match costs only 10
to 50 leks.

In the People’s Republic of Albania a particular impor-
tance is given to people’s health, which is considered as the
most precious thing. For this purpose, a wide network of state
institutions were created for the defence of health and life,
which assure to the population gratuitously all sorts of sani-
tary services, The organization of sanitary services on a new
basis in the People’s Republic of Albania has brought about
the rise of the level of these services and the improvement
of people’s health, Medical assistance which includes medical
visits at home and in work centres, the admission to a hospital,
the treatment with all sorts of medicaments, the necessary
medical treatments, food and medical service in all its forms,
is given gratis to all workers, functionaries and to their fa-
milies, who are admitted to hospitals, maternities and to other
sanitary institutions. In conformity with the Law N. 3783, dated
December 17, 1963, regarding sanitary service and free medical
assistance by  the state, medical assistance is given free of charge
to all the population, urban and rural, regardless of the fact
if they are or not in work relations. Medical aid such as medi-

-
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caments ete. is gratuitously given at home to all children up
to one year of age.

There are now in Albama 134 times more health institu-
tions than before the 1 i r 171 health i with
10759 beds. In 1963 there were gwen medical treatment in
hospitals 167804 patients. In 1938 there were 102 physicians
while in 1963 there were 754 or one physician to 2334 inhabi-
tants. The number of medical cadres with secondary education
inereased 18 times comparing with 1938.

Thanks to the draining of marshes and swamps and other
mensures tending to fight mosquitoes, malaria, of which half
of the population suffered before, has been liquidaled in time.
Malaria cases are to-day extraordinarily rare. Syphilis, an
old painful scourge of the Albanian people, has almost disap-
pearcd form our vocabulary thanks to positive measures taken
after the liberation for the elimination of the hotbeds of the
discase and for the recovery of the infected persons. Tubercolo-
sis, another disease greatly spread before as a result of the
bad economlcal situation and of an unbecoming living of the

is now very . The fight against tuber-
L()l(}ds with uptodate methods, th,e impmveme'nt of work and
living conditions, the adoption of multilateral prophylactic and
curative measures have made possible the decline in a great
measure of this disease from year to year.

One of the preventive measures against disease is the
periodical control of workers which is organized in work cen-
ters by the sanitary organs and by the Trade Unions. Such a
conirol includes and exa-
minations as well as complete laboratory analysis.

In order to protect the population against the epidemic
diseases, have been
against typhoxd fevers, diphteria, varicella and other contagious
sickness,

For the purpose of safeguarding the health of the work-
ers and to make their life easier, the state has provided refec-
tories, dietetic dininghalls, prophylactoriums and night sana-
toriums. Here the workers get food, sleep, get all the neces-
sary treatments, paying but 30%, of the expenses, while all
the other services are free of charge. In the dietetic halls
set up at work-centers and in towns, for example, for three
meals a day for a period of twenty five days the worker pays
about 1100 leks, while this really costs to the state 5014 leks.
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The state has spent considerable sums of money for
and cultural activities. Only during the second five-
the state has spent 22 billion and 500 million leks or 14
more than during the first five-year plan. In comparison wlé
1962, the expenses in this field dunng 1963 have been 8.3

the State budget, which is equal to 7,856 million leks M
denotes an increase of 10,19/, comparing with 1963
The improvement of living conditions and the measures
taken for the defence of people’s health have given satisfactory
results and this is perfectly reflected in the prolongation of
people’s life. Whereas in 1938 the average life span was 38
years and three months, in the year 1960-1961 the average wi
84 years. During 1963 the natural increase of the populati
was 39, more than in 1962
More care is given to the defence and improvement of
people’s health during the third five-year plan by improving
in a radical way public hygiene, prophilaxy, medical service
and all the sanitary institutions by giving more medical as-
sistance to the population and taking care so that the health
of mothers and children may be better protected.
During the third five-year plan twenty hospitals, fi
maternities and nine new sanitary centers will be built
the existing institutions will be greatly enlarged. The number
of beds will increase 337, and the number of places in o
will increase 449/, as compared with the period prior to 1961.
Tn 1965 there will be a physician for every 1600 inhabitants.
In the third five-year plan the expenses of the state tor
social and cultural sectors will be 659, greater than durlng
the second five-year plan.

P

Being that in Albania the means of production belong to
the working people and the exploiting classes are liquidated, it
follows that production develops in the interest of workers, in.
the interest of the whole people. Therefore the fuifillment of
the material and cultural needs of the people in continual in-/
crease becomes the principal goal of production.

Under the conditions when the material goods are produced
by the working people, directed and administrated by the
state on their behalf and on their account, they cannot be used
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for some other scope, but for the interest of the collective
owners, that is to say, for the interest of the toiling people.

Such a measure has naturally incited the expansion of the

creative initiative of the large masses of the people and aims
at the improvement of production.

The socialist order awakened among the working masses
new energies and talents, forged an army of cadres in all the
sectors, gave rise to movements and great initiatives, to large
social movements.

The fact that the workers are working for themselves has
given to an enthusiasm and to a great emulation in work,
Swhich has become a method of work and a way to step up ever
more forward in all the fields of life. More than 15,000 propo-
sitions were made by the innovators during 1962.

In the socialist emulation are participating not only indi-
vidual workers, but also teams, brigades, whole sectors and big
‘enterprises. In 1963 the number of shock workers reached over
7500, from whom 1000 won the title of socialist worker. The
different sectors of economy number to-day over 1330 brigades
with more than 12.800 participants and over 5000 workers who
are struggling to win the title of shockworker of socialist
work.

All these facts indicate that the workers are ‘nterested in
the increase of the material goods, for this is directly related
with the further improvement of their life conditions.

The quantity of material goods produced by the entire
national economy increases with every passing day.

The socialist forms of economy and sﬁcmhst rela?,\ons in
the field of the
country.

In 1960 the socialist sector of economy realized about 90°%
of the national income, The socialist sector represents more
than 999, of the entire industrial production, 1009, of the
wholesale trade, more than 959, of retail trade, more than 80%
of the global agricultural produce.

On the sound basis of the new relations in matters of pro-
duction springs forth the i
forces, the entire
1963 in the People’s Repubhc of Albania the global mdustr'al
production increased 30.4 times in comparison with 1938. What
was produced during the whole year of 1938 is now produced
in less than thirteen days. The global industrial produstion
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per capita in comparison with 1938 has increased 18 times
1963, or 5.1 times in reference to 1950. New branches
been created in industry and the third five-year plzm (msx,
1965) will mark a new step forward in the creation of the mat
rial and technical basis of socialism.

The increase of il and il
assured a sensible improvement in the material conditions of
the working classes. The volume of the circulation of goods
1960 has been about 23 billion leks or 94%, more than in 1955,
while the increase of the circulation of goods per inhabitant
has been 66.8%, during the same period.

In 1960 socialist trade has sold to the people more than in.
1955: bread 83%, fats 72%,, sugar 77%, cotton goods 41%,, wool-
en goods 597, shoes 92¥, etc. In comparison with 1962, in
1963 the circulation of retail trade in socialist trade in
6.7%. Thus the populzf.ion has purchased more: fats 9%, milk
49, cheese 13%,, beer 6%, sugar 7%, macaroni 18%, shoes

230/, etc. In comparison with 1963, in 1964 the population will
purchase more: cotton goods — 10.5%, sugar — 9.2%, fats —
5,1%, ete.

In comparison with 1963, in 1964 the supply of the popu=
lation will increase regarding foods and industrial goods. Cot-
ton goods will increase in a proportion of 10.5%, knitting —
26.1%, shoes 33,7%, furnitures and fittings — 52,4%. Foods such
as sugar will increase in a proportion of 9,2%, fats — 5.1%,
rice — 8,7%.

In the course of 20 years there have taken place 10
ductions of prices of consume goods in a value of 8,741,000,000
leks. In 1963 the prices were lower than 1938: for bread 18.7
per cent, rice 18,4, beans 20.5, oil 24,5, cheese 16.5, sugar 13.7,
soap 33,6, kerosene 52,7, fabrics 18,4, woolens 15; shoes 5.4.

The third five-year plan (1961-1965) will mark a further
material improvement for the people. The industrial produe-
tion will increase 52%, the agricultural produce 72% as com-
pared with 1960. The volume of the circulation of goods in
1965 will reach at 30,800,000,000 leks or 38% more than i.u
1960. The real wages of workezs and functionaries will in
260/, and that of peasantry 35%. The number of workers am!
Tunctionaries will increase 26%.

During a period of ten years, that is from 1950-1960, the
have been built dwelling houses with a capacity to lodge a

population equal to that of the towns of Shkoder, Durres,
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Korga, Vlora and Elbasan before the liberation taken together.
With the rhythm of that time, three hundred years would have
peen needed to the anti-popular regime of Zog to construct those
puildings. The monthly rent of these houses is very low; it is
not even equal to the salary that the average worker earns in
a day and a half of work. Thus, for example, for a flat made
up of two rooms, a kitchen and other annexes such as the

bath-room ete. the worker does not pay more than 250-260 leks
a month. In 1963 the state has built 3421 flats for the workers.
As a result of new buildings there are created new towns like
Maliq, Tserrik, Patos etc.

From 1945 to 1963 there were built by the people them-
selves over 93,000 living houses and 85,000 of them by the
peasantry.

The entire volume of constructions realized in 1938 is now
achieved within six days; during 1961-1965 alone the state
will build a volume of constructions equal to that realized
during the fifteen years from the liberation up to the end
of 1959,

The state has opened considerable credits 1 workers.
Only during the second five-year plan workers and functiona-
ries have obtained long-term credits to build dwelling- houses
of their own for a sum of 311 million leks, while the peasantry
has taken from the state for the same purpose 194 million
leks.

The improvement of the material standard of the workers
is also evidenced by the existence of large deposits in Saving
Banks. In 1950 the amount of such deposits was 38.8 million
leks and in 1963 1489.9 million leks.

One of the most important signs for the raising of the
workers’ welfare is the growth of the national income. Whereas
in 1938 the national income was 11 billion and 163 million
leks, in 1956 it reached 29 billion and 78 million leks, being
thus 1709, greater than in 1938; always in comparison to the
year 1938, in 1960 it increased over 4 times and in 1963 5 times,
while the revenues per inhabitant compared to 1938 have
increased in 1950 — 144.0%, in 1955 — 217%, and in 1961
— 276Y%,

The rational use of the national income in harmony with
the economic conditions has assured the continuous increase
of the industrial and agricultural production, of the national
income and of the volume of circulation of consummer’s goods
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with more accelerated rhythms than the growth of the I
population. During a period of thirteen years (1951-1963), whi
the annual average increase of the population has been

2.9%), the annual average increase per inhabitant of the
dustrial production was 13.2%, the agricultural ploduoe 3. “/
the national income 6%, and the circulation of goods in
trade 9%.

The development of agriculture has also given the pos-
sibility o the peasantry to increase their real income. Here,
100, the increase came about at a more rapid rhythm than um
of the growth of the rural population. Taking as a basis the
year 1950, the real income of the peasantry was in 1982 850
Per capita greater, whereas in 1965 it will be nearly 100%y
higher or doubled. Thus the level of the economic, social and
cultural standard of living of the peasantry has risen incom-
parably to the past.

The national income is not created, as in capitalism, as a
result of the exploitation of the working masses, but is assured
through the work of the toiling folk liberated from exploitas
tion and is a matter concerning all of them In our system of
people’s are created for
the continuous and rapid increase of the national income. Thus,
curing the second five-year plan the national income was
increased 48%, while during the third five-year plan the
increase will rise to 56%.

The distribution of the national income is carried out in
conformity to a plan, in the interest of assuring an enlarged
socialist reproduction and a continuous growth of popular welfare.
The further redistribution of the national income is essen
accomplished through the State budget which is the funda-
mental financial plan of the country.

The State budget for 1964 foresees the increase of reve-
nues respectively to 5 and 5.2% with a surplus of 200 million
leks.

The State budget for the year 1964 reflects the peaceful
work accomplished by the Albanian people in order to fulfil
the plans of the socialist society. This rises from the just policy
pursued by the Party and the Government. It is imbued by
the great aim leading to the impetuous development of eco-
nomy and culture, and, on this basis, to achieve the welfare
of the people, It is a concrete plan, for it relies essentially upon
the great creative work of the labouring masses. It suffices to
say that 87.6%) of the revenues, that is 26 billion and 139
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smillion leks will be secured by the socialist sector of the peo-
ple’s economy, whereas the imposts and taxes paid by the po-
pulation make up only 2,3% of the incomes, that is, a very
hegligible part of the budget’s revenues.

The budget are also 1 by the
concern shown for the development of our people’s economy,
for which are allotted 17 billion and 119 million leks or 57,79
4f the global sum of expenditures; 7 billion and 856 million
leks or 26.5% of the entire expenditures are reserved for the
soclal and cultural sector, for the defence of the country —
9,5%, for state administration 25% and for miscellaneous
expenses 3 8%.

The improvement of the people’s welfare is also fully ex-
pressed in the democratic rights which the large masses of the
people have won and enjoy.

Thus, immediately after the liberation of Albania all the
old enslavmg legislation previously in power was as a rule
abrogated since it made up an obstacle to the development of
the new social and economic relations established in our libera-
ted country.

The old laws of the past which assured but privileges to
a minority, to the feudal bourgeois class, aiming at the safe-
guarding of their interests, were burried together with the
regime which had enacted them. Thus the old legislation was
replaced by the new laws, which were now people’s laws as
a consequence of the fact that the working class took the power
into their hands.

Based on the ituti which is the i
of the new society, there were successively enacted different
laws concerning all the fields of life.

Paralle] to the winning of democratic liberties and of
other rights, the workers are guaranteed above all the right
to work, which is the warranty for the material existence of
man and for the possibility to develop his own personality.

The exercising of this right is guaranteed to the workers
by the planified organisation of economy, and this has rightly
€liminated every economic crisis and disoccupation in the
People’s Republic of Albania and has become a source of
people’s welfare. Work constitutes to-day the basis of the
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social order in the People’s Republic of Albania. I{ has ceased
to be what it was before, a heavy burden and a daily torture,
fhe means of exploitation. On the contrary, work is to-day a
cause of honour and heroism, a civil duty for every ci
capable of working. In People’s Republic of Albania th
is done in conformity with the principle <who doesn’t work,
doesn’t eat» and «every one according to his ability, to every
one according to his works.

The basis for the creation of the juridical relations of
work is labour contract, that is, the freely reached agreement
between the parties concerned in order to perform a work in
accordance with the profession or the speciality that each one
has, in a fixed place and against an indemnity, which varies
from the quantity and the quality of the work done.

In order to guarantee to the workers their rights, the
increase of the oufput at work, their welfare and to wholly
safeguard their health, an entire system of legislative acts,
whose basis is the Labour Code, has been set up. This is the
highest expression of the concern displayed by the party and
the people’s power for the improvement of the life and work
conditions of the people.

The Labour Code which regulates all work relations
between the workers on one hand and the state, cooperatives
and social enterprises, on the other hand, is one of the greatest
victories of the working class. In it are reflected the new so-
cialist relations at work, springing forth with the establishment
of the people’s democratic regime in our country.

In conformity to law, the workers are guaranteed the
eight hour workday. For some categories of workers who are
at hard jobs or harmful to health, or intellectual work, the
normal daily period of work is reduced to 7 or 6 and even 5
hours, without any reduction of their salary. Supplementary
work is allowed in extraordinary cases, and according to0
definite rules and always upon the authorization of the Trade
Unions. As supplementary work is always heavier to the
worker, it is paid with a rise in salary, which may reach the
double pay the worker gets for the normal working period.

Besides the weekly holiday and the official holidays, the
workers and the functionaries enjoy a yearly paid leave. A
great number of workers, that is those who are at hard jobs,
enjoy also a supplementary paid leave, some time as long as
26 working days a year. In order to have the holidays enjoyed
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40 the maximum, the state has built apposite rest homes in
the most attractive and picturesques spots of the country,
where the workers and their children pass very pleasant and
joyful days enjoying every comfort and plenty of food.

The number of the workers, of the functionaries and of
their children who go to pass their holidays in the rest homes
is increasing with every passing year. While in 1950, 3682
workers and functionaries and 4283 pioneers went to these
houses of rest, in 1963 passed their holidays in them 12,698
workers and 12772 pioneers. For the maintenance of these
houses of rest last year were spent 103,577,000 leks, while
for 1964 a fund of 104,000.000 leks is allotted. Only for the
rest-house of the workers at Durres there will be spent during
1964 a sum of 16,000,000 leks and for the rest-home of the
pioneers — a sum of 16,300,000 leks. Whereas the food and
lodging of a worker at the rest-house costs to the state 4200
leks, the worker pays only up to 1000 leks for the whole
period of time he passes there, which amounts to less than one-
fourth of the expenditure. In the health resorts set up for
sick people (T.B.C.), the sick worker pays but 1250 leks for
the twenty-five days he lives there, while the state spends
9700 leks. For his child, the parent pays only 800 leks, hile
the expenses reach the sum of 5900 leks.

Following the principle that «man is the most precious
capital~, the Labour Code and other complementary juridical
regulations set a particular value to the health and the life of
workers. Thus no engine can be set going without securing
first the appropriate technical means of protection against
i unless the worker himself disposes of a relative licence
of bility and unless he has previously taken the relative
instructions for its use. For all sorts of job that may harm his
health, as at the dampy places, the worker is gratuitously
equipped on the part of his enterprise with special working
outfits, with defence means such as anti-gas masks, boots,
gloves. etc. In those branches of production where there is
the risk of poisoning, the workers receive free of charge milk
and other antidotes, in filthy places the worker gets washing
soap gratuitously, ete.

In the past regimes the woman enjoyed no rights at all
and she was held in no esteem whatever by the state. In
many places of Albania women were sold and bought the
same as cattle, Her fate was decided by others, she depended
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economically wholly on her husband and was but a slave of
the latter. Fanaticism was another terrible custom, to which
the woman was compelled to submit. There was a double op
pression on women: as a class and
human being. Six thousand of partisan women psmclpnfgd
the war of national liberation with arms in their hands, .
while fighting side by side with men, they showed ho
greatly they were interested in the state affairs. Woman h

y’ become an active participator on the daily struggle
an inexhaustible source of strength, and this because she
occupies a place of honour and of importance in the Peop
Republic of Albania.

Woman is equal to man in all the fields of private,
litical and social life (article 17 of the Constitution). W
before the liberation only 668 women took part in produ
today over 61,000 of them are in work relations with the sts
and with other organizations, over 120,000 are members '
agricultural cooperatives

Women not only became social activists, but from
ranks there came out also women able to direct many sectors
of our country’s life: they took over tasks of responsibility in
-econnmics, in the people’s administration organs, from the fune-
tion of a leading squad and sector responsible up to that of
factory director and cooperative chairman, from deputy in th
People’s Councils to deputy at the People’s Assembly. Now,
besides 25 deputies at the People’s Assembly, three women are.
vice-ministers, members at the High Court of Justice, about
700 are judges and assistant judges, 54 are directresses u
«economic enterprises and of cultural institutions, 7 are ch
man of agricultural cooperatives, 390 vice chairmen, brigadier
and accountants. Over three thousand of them are dec
with medals and Work orders. Twenty five women have W
the title of «Heroine Mothers».
In Albania women constitute 26.4% of the labour fq
and about 48% of those work in the agricultural cooperati
Women working in the Health sectors make up 66.3%, in
— 43.6%, in teaching — 42.6%, in handicrafts — 40.4%,

To make the participation of women at work easier,
State has opened a sufficient number of créches and
gartens. In 1938 there were only 23 kindergartens with
children and in 1963 their number was increased up to
with 24036 chi
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Créches and kindergartens are cpened near the work and
production centers and disseminated in many. localitics. Only
at .the «Stalin» textile Combine at Tirana there exist more
than 11 créches and kindergartens with a capacity of more
than 1000 seats. Only during 1961, the Management of this
Combine has spent for their maintenance 35 million lcks, while
the parents’ contribution corresponded to 28% of the expen-
ditures effected. Such a thing happens because parents who
take their c}uldren at créches or at kindergartens pay but a
small part which varies from 20-35%. The sum of money paid
in this case depends from the average monthly pay the parents
earn and from the number of family members they have to
support. Thus, parents with many children pay only 715 leks
for the child sent to the créche, For day kindergartens the
payment is lower, it varies from 455 to 1500 leks per child.

Since one of the principal means for the emam.lpanon of
women and for the development of her personality is the
raising of her standard of education, the doors of schools, are
wide open to her. Whereas before liberation 94% of the women
were illiterate, in 1955 illiteracy was eliminated among all women
under the age of fourty. In Albania are attending primary and
seven-year schools more than 132,542 girls while in 1938 there
were only 18,206; 9168 girls frequent secondary and profes-
sional schools while there were in all 377 in 1938. More than
11,326 girls and women attend evening schools and courses
with correspondence. The number of women who are acquir-
ing a profession and continue their education is continually
growing.

A particular attention is paid to all working women. Law
prohibits the employment of women in those branches and
professions which are hard and harmful to their health. To
pregnany women or to those who have a sucking child, sup-
plementary work or night work is prohibited. Women of this
category cannot be charged with a duty outside thei work-
center without their own assent. They have the right to go
and give milk their child after every 3-4 hours of work and
this absence from work does not effect their pay. Women
enjoy a leave for pregnancy and birth which, according to
circumstances, may last from thirteen to fifteen weeks, before
and aiter birth; they enjoy other rights, too, concerning trans-
fering, leaves, work insurances, etc.

Labour laws concede a particular attention to youth, espe-
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<ially to those under-age, who are under eighteen years old.
To protect their health and to assure them a minimum of cul-
ture, it is prohibited to take them into work under the age of
fourteen, For the under-age ones, 14-16 years old, the daily
work schedule is reduced to six hours without any reduction
of this salary. The same as the girls, under-age are prohibited
to do any extra work out of the normal working time, to
work by night or to do hard jobs which harm their health,
The under-aged under sixteen years old enjoy an annual paid
leave double that awarded to the full-aged persons.

The Labour Code envisages all the rules regarding admit-
tance to employment, payments, transfers, the cancelling of
‘work contracts, indemnities, etc. For the solution of conflicts
which may arise between them and the administration board
in the rapacxty of employ rork there
are i 't ca work-center,
composed of m\presenfahv& of the Trade-Union committee
and of representatives of the enterprise. According to simple
and democratic proceedings they resolve the conflicts in the
spot and this is a great facility for workers. In this way they
are protected in every way by the law from any sort of ar-
bitrary acts.

As a consequence of their being at work, all workers and
‘functionaries are insured and thus benefit from the State So-
cial Insurances.

Social insurances are characterized by the large number
of persons who profit by them. Workers and functionaries are
not the only ones to benefit from social insurances; the mems=
bers of artisan enterprises, of farm cooperatives, members of
the fishing cooperatives, members of the bar, soldiers under
obligatory military service, pupils of schools, of professional
ccourses, students of high schools etc. independently of their
nationality, benefit from the insurance funds.

Another characteristic is that the enterprises acting as

* employer are compelled by law to insure their workers and
pay in their contribution to the social insurances, which
fixed at one per cent of the salary. But independently from
depositing or not the apposite part of social insurances, inde-
pendently of gains or losses the enterprise may incur, the work=
ers always enjoy their rights in regard to social insurances.

Social insurances have a large sphere, for they include
different sorts of assistance and material benefits.
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The level of social insurances is high and such a thing
has a great influence in the increase of worker’s real

Finally‘ the social insurances stand to the soialist prin-
ciple «to each one according his work» since the kind of work,
the salary that the workers get, the seniority at work unin-
terruptedly etc. exercises an influence over it.

Besides the gratuitous medical assistance which includes
the medical visit, the admission and treatment in sanitary
institutions, réhabilitation at work ete., that now, as we have
already said, are enjoyed without exception by all the ~people,
the soclal insurances include in the first place assistance in
money in case of sickness or for other reasons which tempora-
rily make the worker unable for work. This assistance in
money, which is conceded since the day that begins the inepti-
tude,” continues till the full recovery or until invalidity is
declared, is given in reward to seniority at work in an unin-
terrupted way in percentage on the average wages of the worker
which reaches till 859, of it. For miners who work under-
ground the assistance in money is equal to 95% of his wage
and in case of accidents the miner gets 100% of his average
wage if he does not continue to work.

The worker gets an assistance in money not only when he
is unable to work, but also when his child or some other of
his family is sick and is obliged to remain at home in order
to take care of him. Assistance in money is also given by the
social insurance in case of quarantine, when the worker for
reasons of illness, gets transfered to some other work or works
with a reduced pay and for this reason is paid less than before,
when he goes to a watering-place, etc.

The woman worker or functionary is paid by the social
insurance during all the period of her leave of pregnancy and
birth, During this leave the woman gets till 95%, of her ave-
rage wage.

The worker or the functionary who becomes father, inde-
pendently if his wife is or not in work relations, gets immedia-
tely an indemnity for the birth of the child in the proportion
of 2800 leks. Besides the immediate assistance in money the
parent receives from the state a compensation for his or her
children, For mothers with many children the parent also
receives another immediate indemnity of 1000 leks when the
-third child is born, while for the fourth one or more the mother
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gets a monthly compensation which increases with the increase
of the number of children.

Social insurances accompany man from birth to death.
This even in case of death of the worker itself or of some mem-
ber of his family the social insurances pay the expenses for
the burial. For the worker himself 3000 leks are given while
for the death of a member of his family 2000 leks are awarded.

Besides the assistance of the social insurances. law fore-
sees different kinds of pensions. Thus the worker who gets
old and has fulfilled a minimum of seniority at work has the
right for a pension of old-age. Women get a pension at the
age of fifty five, when they have at least fulfilled ten years
of work while her husband has the same right when he ful-
fils twelve years and a half of work and has the age of sixty.
This concerns easy jobs or common ones, while for hard work,
as is the case of the work done in mines under ground then
the people receive a pension when they have fulfilled twenty.
years of work and at the age of fifty. The proportion cf the
pension is conceded in percentage on the wages, and this after
that a fixed minimum of pension is guaranteed. The pension
for cld age cannot be less than 3300 leks. The worker is in-
sured when he also becomes an invalid. That is why he receives
an invalidity pension for all the period of time during his new
situation remains unchanged. The invalidity pension depends
from the group of invalidity to which the worker belongs.
For invalidity caused from accidents at work the pension is
higher and is conceded independently from seniority at work.

For some categories of workers such as teachers, artist
etc. the pension of old-age is accorded in more favourable
conditions and is called pension for service seniority.

Workers and functionaries are not the only ones to be
personally insured, but such a measure is also extended to
the members of their family. The latter receive a family pen-
sicn when they are under age, in advanced age or unable for

they are, the higher is the pension. In the family pension, in
like manner with other sorts of pensions, there is a ininimum
of pension for ane member, for two, for three or more mef

Whlle the subsidies from social insurances are fixed by
the councils of social insurances which are selected by the
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workers themselves in centers of work, pensions are fixed by
the commissions of pensions, in which take part workers, ac-
tivists of the Trade Unions; such a fact demonstrates that
workers take part in the administration of their own affairs.

The State spends every year billions of leks for social in-
surance and pensions. Thus in 1963 only for ineptitude to
work a sum of 215,514,000 leks was paid, for pregnancy-
birth — 95,125,667 leks, for birth of children 62,523,643 leks
etc. The state has spent only for the pensions a fund of
596,891,141 leks.

The most massive organization of the working class are
the Trade Unions which have the right of state and wocial
control as regards the application of labour legislation. The
exercise of those important functions on the part of Trade
Unions organizations is justified not only by the necessity of
applying laws and strengthening legality, but also because
such a fact constitutes an evident proof that real democrazy
exists in Albania. Trade Unions have continually struggled
for the defence of legality which has to do with the respect
of workers rights, since the latter know, that the a‘pplh_ahnn
of the laws is with the of
nary legality which is one of the most mdxspemablg condi-
tions for the increase of people’s welfare, for the raising of
workers material and cultural level, for a multilateral social
and state reinforcement and for the guarantee of the edifica-
tion of socialism.

In the socialist sector of the economy, Trade Unions don’t
have any reason to fight against exploitation, against the
admirnistration of the enterprises. To-day they collaborate in a
friendly manner with the directorship of the socialist enter-
prise in order to resolve the problems of production, whose
increase is influential in the improvement of workers standard
of  living To-day the interests of the workers and those of
the administration of the enterprise, that is the state, cannot
be. at variance. Between them have been established relations
of collaboration and of mutual assistance, both parties are
interested in the increase of production, for production is no
more a matter of private enrichment but goes to the best
advantage of the workers themselves, to the advantage of all
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and this for a good reason that the State, in his capacity of
representative of workers is master of the principal means of
production and administrates them in the interest of people,
it has no and cannot have interests which may be the reverse
of those of the working masses, that is to say of the entire
people.

The Trade Unions play an important part in the prnblem
of wages, in the improvement of work conditions, in the fix
tion of norms, in the professional and cultural education of
the workers, in the stipulation of collective contracts etc. They

part in the solution of work disagreements, they orga-
nize the social contro] in refectories and shops, they take part
in the introduction of candidates for elections in the organs of
the ruling power, they administrate the state social jnsurances
and the pensions, the rest-home, the dietetical halls etc.

The Trade Unions control the application of the Labour
Code in order that the workers may work in the rost con-
venient conditions with regard to hygiene and be protected at
work against all sorts of risks. For that purpose they have the
right to enter freely in all the work places in order to control
work conditions and the standard of living of workers, who are
members of this same organization. Labour inspectors, who are
dependent of Trade Unions have the right to fine the trans-
gressors of the regulations concerning technical security and
hygiene in work centers. They may ask for suspension of work
when they ascertain that machinery or work places are not
secured against risks.

In matters of transfers, of lodgement’s distribution etc.
the directorship of the enterprises cannot take any decision
witkout the approval of the Trade Unions. As regards to
questions which are directly connected with labour and living
conditions of the workers, the government itself, according to
article 230 of the Labour Code, cannot take any decision with-
out taking previously the opinion of the Central Council of
Trade Unions.

Young people have also their organization which is the
Albanian Youth's Union of Labour, and reunites all the young
ones and takes care for the defence of their interests. Youth’s
organization is performing a great work in training up youth
with a communist education, in making them able and con-
scientious workers, and in contributing thus to the prepara-
tion of the new man, in doing of youth a great and able strength
for the achievement of its tasks in the edification of our new
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society. Youth is everywhere at the head of great constructive
actions. This organization pays a special attention to the pro-
fessional and cultural progress of youth, for its progress at
work so that the youth may become worker’s vapguard.

A great part is also played by the women’s organization
in the People’s Republic of Albania. It has assembled around
her all the women of towns and villages who are or no in
work relations. This organization is performing a great work
by attracting masses of women to production, by contributing
to the cultural and professional progress of women, to the
growth of her authority and by assuring her places with
responsability.

Women’s Union of Albania has made possible the increase
of women’s participation to production and to social works
in all the fields of the country’s activity, the further growth
of her contribution in this direction, the promotion of her part
as mother, and has made her the powerful foundation of our
socialist society. WUA fights fanaticism.

All the organizations of the masses, which were created
by the free will of their members, have become powerful levers
of the Party and schools for the communist education.
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