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A prime example of the contempt f o r theory endemic i n the B r i t i s h labour movement -
spoken of by Marx and Eng e l s ( e o g « P r e f a c e to the Peasant War i n Germany), must sxorely 
be The C r i t i q u e o f the Erfuir-t Programme of I 8 9 I ; or to be more p r e c i s e t h a t Q - i t i q u e ' s 
near i n a c c e s s i b i l i t y i n English., 

The E r f u r t Programme of the German S o c i a l Democratic P a r t y was adopted i n October 
I 8 9 I a t the E r f u r t Congress to r e p l a c e the Gotha Programme of I875» The e r r o r s i n 
the E r f u r t Programme were c r i t i c i s e d by Engels i n h i s work 'On the C r i t i q u e of the 
Social-Democratic D r a f t Programme of I 8 9 I 0 ' ' (Note 21 i n L e n i n ' s S t a t e and Revol­
u t i o n , Peking 1965=) 

Anyone acquainted w i t h Marxism must be aware of the a t t e n t i o n p a i d t o the German 
labour movement by Marx and Engels throughout t h e i r l i f e t i m e s , due to the f a c t t h a t 
the German Socia l - D e m o c r a t i c P a r t y was the b e s t e s t a b l i s h e d , most powerful , most 
t h e o r e t i c a l , and n e a r e s t to Marxism of any i n the world a t t h a t time. Due to p a r t ­
i c u l a r l y acute c o n t r a d i c t i o n s then p r e v a i l i n g i n Germany as a r e s u l t of i t s con­
c u r r e n t u n i f i c a t i o n and i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n w i t h i n " the c o l l o s s a l remnants o f 
feudal ism o o o o which give our whole p o l i t i c a l p i g s t y i n Germany i t s s p e c i f i c rea:ct-
ionary stamp, ' Marx and Engels regarded the l e s s o n s of the German, labour movement 
as of great Value. However, subsequent B r i t i s h M a r x i s t s e v i d e n t l y do not agree 
w i t h Marx and E n g e l s . But doing so w i t h t h a t p a r t i c u l a r B r i t i s h h y p o c r i s y and/or 
i n s u l a r i t y o f t e n remarked on by the founders o f s c i e n t i f i c s o c i a l i s m , they do not 
openly come out w i t h i t . I n the time-honoured B r i t i s h f a s h i o n , they simply t u r h a 
b l i n d eye to t h e i l - own c o n t r a d i c t o r y behaviour - whereas they pay maximum l i p - s e r v i c e 
to h i s t o r i c a l m a t e r i a l i s m , ;they give minimum s e r i o u s a t t e n t i o n to i t and indeed 
to o b j e c t i v e r e a l i t y i n g e n e r a l , "And when we r e c a l l what importance the E r f u r t 
Programme acqui r e d f o r the whole of i n t e r n a t i o n a l Social-Democracy, t h a t i t bedame 
the model f o r the whole of the 2nd I n t e r n a t i o n a l , we may s t a t e without exaggeration 
t h a t Engels thereby c r i t i c i s e d the opportunism of the whole 2nd I n t e r n a t i o n a l . " 
f L e n i n : S t a t e euid R e v o l u t i o n . ) 

Consider the e a r l i e r "Programme of the S o c i a l i s t Workers' P a r t y adopted i n I 8 7 5 a t 
the Got|ia Congress, where the two p r e v i o u s l y s e p e r a t e German S o c i a l i s t p a r t i e s , the 
Ei s e n a c h e r s and the L a s s a l l e e u i s u n i t e d . T h i s Programme was thoroughly o p p o r t u n i s t 
s i n c e the E i s e n a c h e r s had made c o n c e s s i o n s to the L a s s a l l e a n s on a l l important quest­
ions and had accepted L a s s a l l e a n f o r m u l a t i o n s . Marx and Engels s u b j e c t e d the Gotha 
Programme t o w i t h e r i n g c r i t i c i s m . " ( i b i d , , N o t e 7 ) c Indeed t h i s work of Marx and 
Engels i s w e l l known i n Marxist c i r c l e s , being contained i n many e d i t i o n s of S e l ­
ected Works, B a s i c W r i t i n g s , peimphlets, e t c . However, d e s p i t e the f a c t t h a t . 
* J Engels regarded the E r f u r t Programme and i t s C r i t i q u e as of equal moment (as 



the Gotha Programme) f o r the whole of European Social-Democracy, so much so t h a t 
Lenin quotes e x t e n s i v e l y from i t i n h i s major work, The S t a t e and R e v o l u t i o n , and 
d e s p i t e the f a c t t h a t the complete a r t i c l e i s of no g r e a t e r l e n g t h or d i f f i c u l t y 
them the Gotha Programme C r i t i q u e , as feU- as I can discove. , i t has only been 
t r a n s l a t e d i n t o E n g l i s h in Marx" stp Today i n Fob 1 9 7 a T h i s d e s p i t e 5 0 y e a r s of the 
Communist P a r t y of Great B r i t a i n t o say nothing of i t s p r e d e c e s s o r s or indeed 
successors,. However a t l e a s t the C.P,G = Bo u n t i l the I 9 5 0 ' s , made some r e a l attempt 
a t the development o f M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t theory i n B r i t a i n - the ' r e v o l u t i o n a r y , 
e i n t i - r e v i s i o n i s t " Communist P a r t y of B r i t a i n ( M - L ) makes none: and i s proud of i t J 
From t h i s morass of b l i n d empiricism and economism, obscured by a s c r e e n of r e v o l ­
u t i o n a r y phrase-mongering, must the B r i t i s h a n t i - r e v i s i o n i s t movement be saved. 
Thi s can only come about by e x t e n s i v e a n a l y s i s end s y n t h e s i s of the h i s t o r i c a l • 
experience of the B r i t i s h working c l a s s , and of the p r o l e t a r i a t i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y , 
with e s p e c i a l regard to p o l i t i c a l economy and ideology„ Nothing l e s s w i l l s u f f i c e 
- c e r t a i n l y not the u n d i a l e c t i c a l 'pure p o l i t i c s ' ( a parody of the c o r r e c t p r i n c i p l 
o f ' p u t t i n g p o l i t i c s i n command ' ) , espoused by the p o l i t i c a l manipulators w i t h 
which the movement i s so b e s e t . As Engels p o i n t e d l y expressed i t i n The Peasant 
War p r e f a c e , " . . . c o n s t e i n t l y to keep i n mind t h a t s o c i a l i s m , sincfe" I t has become a 
s c i e n c e , demands t h a t i t be pursued as a s c i e n c e , i . e . , t h a t i t be studied."(em-
p h a s i s added). 

I I E s p e c i a l l y worthy of note i n E n g e l s ' C r i t i q u e , a r e h i s e x p l i c i t r e f e r e n c e s 
to the movement of c a p i t a l i s m from competition t o monopoly, frpm l a i s s e z -

f a i r e to i m p e r i a l i s m , and of the profound s i g n i f i c a n c e of t h i s development f o r 
the woricing c l a s s movement. So much f o r the o p p o r t u n i s t s ' excuse t h a t Marxism 
has to be "'revised' (or 'adepted" as t h e y p r e f e r to c a l l i t now), f o r the p r e s e n t 
c o n d i t i o n s of i m p e r i a l i s m which (they s a y ) Marx or Engels "didn't f o r e s e e . T h i s 
whole l i n e r e s t s on ignorance and d i s t o r t i o n . A c t u a l l y , the tendency of the con­
c e n t r a t i o n of c a p i t a l to monopoly i s expressed throughout C a p i t a l ( a l l Volumes) as 
h i s t o r i c a l l y i n e v i t a b l e . So much so t h a t , the law of c o n c e n t r a t i o n of c a p i t a l i s 
a xfundeunental t e n e t of s c i e n t i f i c s o c i a l i s m . And i f t h a t i s not c l e a r enough , 
( a f t e r a l l few B r i t i s h r e v i s i o n i s t s or indeed a n t i - r e v i s i o n i s t s have r e a d C a p i t a l 
or much of ? n y t h i n g by Marx and E n g e l s ) , L e n i n s a y s i n S t a t e and R e v o l u t i o n : "Here 
( m the E r f u r t C r i t i q u e ) we have what i s most e s s e n t i a l i n a t h e o r e t i c a l a p p r a i s a l 
of the l a t e s t phase of c a p i t a l i s m , i . e . , i m p e r i a l i s m , v i z , t h a t c a p i t a l i s m becomes 
monopoly c a p i t a l ism. The l a t t e r must be exphasised because the erroneous bourgeois 
r e f o r m i s t a s s e r t i o n t h a t monopoly c a p i t a l i s m i s no longer c a p i t a l i s m , but can 
a l r e a d y be termed ' s t a t e S o c i a l ism»' or something of t h a t s o r t , i s most widespread. 
Does not the CPGB l i n e on ' s t a t e S o c i a l i s m ' , v i a n a t i o n a l i s a t i o n not immediately 
s p r i n g to mind i n t h i s context ( v i z , c r e e p i n g S o c i a l i s m v i a W e s t m i n i s t e r ) ? No 
wonder the r e v i s i o n i s t s t r y to w r i t e - o f f L e n i n ' s ^State and R e v o l u t i o n ' by gibber­
ing t h a t i t was w r i t t e n i n the 'exceptional c i r c u m s t a n c e s ' of 191? when L e n i n was 
'preoccupied w i t h v i o l e n c e . ' T h i s l a t t e r i s q u i t e t r u e , s i n c e s o c i a l i s t r e v o l u t i o n 
i s about v i o l e n c e , and i t was c l a s s s t r u g g l e and not c l a s s peace t h a t L e n i n was 
concerned with; i n complete c o n t i - a d i s t i n d t i o n to i h e s e l f - p r o f e s s e d ' L e n i n i s t s ' of 
the CPGBo As for the e x c e p t i o n a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s they t a l k of, these were indeed 
brought about not by any h i s t o r i c a i l f o r t u i t o u s events as t h e s e o b s c u r a n t i s t s would 
have us b e l i e v e , but because, by b r e a k i n g w i t h the r o t t e n n e s s of the 2nd I n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l ( t o which the CPGB has r e t u r n e d ) , Leniri and the B o l s h e v i k P a r t y were 
le a d i n g the masses i n genuine r e v o l u t i o n a r y s t r u g g l e s . IVhat could be more funda­
mental than the f a c t t h a t '"The ( w r i t t e n ) h i s t o r y of a l l h i t h e r t o e x i s t i n g s o c i e t y 
i s the h i s t o r y of c l a s s s t r u g g l e s . . . " ? 
"The communists d i s d a i n to conceal t h e i r Views emd aims. They openly d e c l a r e 
t h a t t h e i r ends ceui be a t t a i n e d o n l y by the f o r c i b l e overthrow of a l l e x i s t i n g 



social c o n d i t i o n s . " ( C o m m u n i s t m a n i f e s t o ) , i^irther, "That f o r c e , h o w e v e r (which for 

Herr D u h r i n g is t h e a b s o l u t e e v i l ) p l a y s a n o t h e r Jrole in h i s t o r y j a r e v o l u t i o n a r y 

r o l e ; t h a t , in t h e w o r d s o f M a r x , it I s t h e midvrife of e v e r y o l d s o c i e t y w h i c h is 

p r e g n a n t w i t h t h e nev/"- ( K n g o l s , ' anti-DuhrinrJ) = 

And as iflfeirx q u o t e s s o a p p r o v i n g l y in c o n c l u s i o n to the 'Poverty o f P h i l o s o p h y ' 

(Karl j'larx's p r i n c i p l e v;ork d i r e c t e d a g a i n s t P . J . P r o u d h o n , an i d e o l o g i s t o f t h e 

p e t t y b o u r g e o i s i e N o t e 5 to I n t e r n a t i o n a l P u b l i s h e r s e d n o ) "Le c o m b a t 6u l a m o r t ; 

la l u t t e s a n g u i n a i r e 6 u I c n e a n t , C ' e s t a i n s i o u e la q u e s t i o n e s t i n v i n c i b l e m e n t 

posee.'"'' (combat o r d e a t h ; b l o o d y s t r u g g l e o f e x t i n c t i o n . It is t h u s t h a t t h e 

q u e s t i o n is i n e x o r a b l y p u t . } 

Of p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t is '.;hat E n g e l n h e i o h a s to s a y a b o u t the v/retchGd n o t i o n s 

t h a t , t h e p r e s e n t l e g a l s t a t u s o f the P a r t y in G e r m a n y i s s u p p o s e d t o b e e n o u g h 

to get tlirough all its d e m a n d s b y p e a c e i u l m e a n s . P e o p l e a r c tcllin<3 t h e m s e l v e s 

and t h e P a r t y t h d t '.the p r e s e n t n o c i e t y is grov/ing into s o c i a l i s m ' , V/ithout a s k i n g 

t h e m s e l v e s \/hether it .".Ustn't a l s o n e c e s s a r i l y grov/ out oi its o l d social c o n s t i t u t ­

i o n , a n d b u r s t t h a t clC. f;,hoj 1 j u s t i \  v i o l e n t l y as t h e c r a b d o e s w h e n it m o u l t s . . " 

B u t , g i b b e r t h e r e v i s i o n i s t s , d o e s n ' t E n g e l s go o n t o s a y : " One c a n i m a g i n e t h a t 

the o l d s o c i e t y c o u l d grov/ peacefullj'^ into t h e nev/ in c o u n t r i e s w h e r e t h e p e o p l e s ' s 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e G h a v e ail che p o w e r c o n c e n t r a t e d in t h e i r o i m h a n d s , w h e r e a c c o r d i n g 

to t h e c c n s t i t u t i c n o n e c a n do w h a t o n e \/ill, a s s o o n a s o n e h a s t h e m a j o r i t y . o f 

t h e p e o p l e w o n o v e r : in d e m o c r a t i c r e p u b l i c s l i k e F r a n c e a n d A m e r i c a , in m o n a r c h ­

ies l i k e in^^ngl a n d , v/here the i m p e n d i n g b u y i n g o f f o f t h e d y n a s t y is t a l k e d o f 

d a i l y in t h e p r e s s , and inhere t h a t d y n a s t y is p o w e r l e s s a g a i n s t t h e w i l l o f t h e 

p e o p l e , " V 

A n d d o e s n ' t E n g e l s a l s o Eiay in t h e 1886 rrci'ace to V o l u m e 1 o f Capital t h a t : 

"...at l e a s t in liuropo, IDngland is t h e o n l y c o u n t r y i/here t h e i n e v i t a b l e s o c i a l 

r e v o l u t i o n m i g h t b e e f f e c t e d e n t i r e l y b y p e a c e f u l a n d legal m e a n s . H o w e v e r ' i h 

their usual l y i n g fashion: t h e y oi:iit t o m e n t i o n t h a t in t h e v e r y n e x t (and lihal') 

s e n t e n c e E n g e l s goes on, to c a y : "He ( M a r x ) n o v e r f o r g o t to add t h a t h e h a r d l y 

e x p e c t e d the E n g l i s h r u M u g c l t ^ s e s to s u b m i t , w i t h o u t a ' p r o - s l a v e r y r e b e l l i o n ' , 

to t h i s p e a c e f u l e n d legal revolution.^' ( p . XIV G l a i s h e r , L o n d o n , 1 9 1 2 ) , T h i s 

it w i l l be n o t e d v;as v;ritten tver t h r e e d e c a d e s b e f o r e L e n i n i^rote in S t a t e ' a n d 

Revolutions ;:'\,.Vin 1871^ '/nen E n g l a n d i/as s t i l l t h e m o d e l o f a p u r e l y c a p i t a l i s t 

c o u n t r y , b u t \/ithcut a inilitarit-t r l i q u e a n d , to a c o n s i d e r a b l e d e g r e e , i/ithbut 

a b u r e a u c r a c y . . , ;iar:c e x c l u d e d E n g l a n d , v/here a r e v o l u t i o n , o v e n a p e o p l e s ' 

r e v o l u t i o n , th3n n e e m e d p o a s i b i e , a n d i n d e e d w a s p o s s i b l e , v/ithout t h e p r e l i m ­

inary c o n d i t i o n of d«?.stroying the 'ready-mcide s t a t e m a c h i n e r y ' . 

T o d a y , in 1 9 1 7 , in t h e e p o c h o f t h e first great imiJerialist v/ar, t h i s q u a l i f i c ­

ation m a d e b y l'l\r:: i s n o l o r g e r valido B o t h E n g l a n d and A m e r i c a , t h e b i g g e s t a n d 

last r e p r e s e n t a t i / e s - in t h e v/hole w o r l d - o f Anglo-Sasson ' l i b e r t y ' , in t h e 

sense t h a t t h e y hR.ve n o m i l i t a r i s t c l i q u e s a n d b u r e a u c r a c y , h a v e t o d a y c o m p l e t e l y 

sunit into t h e all E u r o p e a n f i l t h y , b l o o d y m o r a s s o f b u r e a u c r a t i c - m i l i t a r y i n s t i i -

u t i o n s w h i c h s u b o r d i n a t e e v e r y t h i n g to thtanselves a n d t r a m p l e e v e r y t h i n g u n d e r ­

f o o t . T o d a y , in E n g l a n d a n d A m e r i c a , t o o , 'the p r e l i m i n a r y c o n d i t i o n for e v e r y 

real p e o p l e s ' s r e v o l u t i o n , is the s m a s h i n g , t h e destrniction o f t h e 'ready-mad e 

s t a t e m a c h i n e r i e s ( p e r f e c t e d in t h e s e c o u n t r i e s , b e t w e e n 1 9 l 4 a n d 1 9 1 7 , u p to t h e 

' E u r o p e a n ' , general i m p e r i a l i s t s.tandard)," 

Has t h i s m a c h i n e r y s i n c e b e e n d i s m a n t l e d , or h a s it r a t h e r b e e n e x t e n d e d and con-



isolidatejd, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the subsequent i.orid I . E U * (not to mention the Korean)? 
Has therefore Lenin^s teaching to be dismantled; or on th<v contrary i t s attempted 
refutation - 'The B r i t i s h Road to Socialism'? This programme of the C,P=G.B<. 
(properly c a l l e d the ' B r i t i s h Road to Class Collaboration') i s t y p i c a l of modern 
revisionism round the world, at present centred in the Soviet Union. 

The petty-bourgeois democrats, those sham S o c i a l i s t s who have replaced c l a s s 
struggle by dreams ol c l a s s harmony, even pictured the s o c i a l i s t transformation 
in a dreamy faishion - not as the overthrow of the exploiting c l a s s , but as the 
peaceful' subnissiori o l the jninority to the majority which has become conscious of 
i t s aims. This petty-bourgeois utoj)ia, which i s inseparably connected i v ' i t h the 
idea of the state being above c l a s s e s , led i n practice to the betrayal of the i n ­
terests of the t o i X i r v g ^ c i ^ as was shov.'n, Tor example, by the history of the 
French rievolutioiis of l840 and 1 8 7 I 1 and by the experience of " S o c i a l i s t part­
i c i p a t i o n inJbourgeois cabinets i n England, Fremce, I t a l y and other countries at 
the end b>f thel nineteenth suid the beginning of the tv/entieth centuri-.es. 

" fought a l l Ms l i f e against t h i s petty bourgeois s o c i a l i s m . . . " ( i b i d , p .2 9 ) . 

I l l j ! Nor can Engels' remark about federalism i n U r i t a i n give (much needed) succ­
our: to petit-bourgeois nationalists! l i k e the I'orkers Party of Scotland. E n g u l B i s 

r discussing'v/hat form of s t a t e Qrganisa,tion i s most advantageous to the proleteu-iat 
prior to s o c i a l i s t revolution. !i£U-x and Angels c l e a r l y spelled out that the 
^greatest advances of bourgeois democracy served as the best springboard for prol-
eteirian revolu'tion ~ aad t h i s federalism Engels describes, i s j u s t such an advance 
- that of bourgeois democracyS I t i s an advance li a r x i s t s would support i f t h e i r 
v/ere a broad popular demand for i t ; to pull the teeth of n a t i o n a l i s t diversion 
and lay bare the basic cor tradiction, that of c a p i t a l and labour. '-.Tiat Engels' 
suggestion absolutely i s not, i s a basis f o r the fi.»tering o f a n a t i o n a l i s t move­
ment • (no matter hoii? heavily cloalted i n pseudo-;i,'>rxist phrases), amongst the working 
tSlass o f IBiritain. I t vms not such a basis \/hen lingels v/rote i n the period of 
flourishing capitalism and s t i l l l e s s was i t the case v/hen Lenin wrote; ^^'In the 
western countries the national movement i s a thing of the distant past. In England 
Frahoev Germany, etc., the 'fatherland' i s a dead l e t t e r , i t has played i^ts h i s t -
ordcdl role,, i . e . the n a t i o n a l movement cannot y i e l d here anything progressive, 
ahyithing that w i l l elevate new masses to a n̂ -̂ economic and p o l i t i c a l l i f e . > 
History's next step here i s not trsuisition irom feudalism or from patriarchal 
savagery to Inational progress, but t r a n s i t i o n from a 'fatherland' that has put-; 
l i v e d i t s day, that i s c a p i t a l i s t i c a l l y over-ripe, to socialist}). (A Caricature 
of Marxism and I'iiperial4,st iiconomism, ^losco^^r, 1 9 6 9 ) . 

Such 'Marxists' as 'develop' and 'apply' ."/arxism by abrogating i t s basic princip­
l e s , are i n fact renegades from, and perverters of marxism. The communist move­
ment w i l l treat them accordingly. 

C. K. liaisel's:, Glas^ow, July 1971 





C r i t i a u e o f t h e E r f u r t P r o a r a m r m e 

i V a n s l a t e d f r o m t h e G e r m a n b y J o h n 3 r i n d e r o 

: ; a r x - E n g o l s v / e r k e , V o l . 22, D i e t z V e r l a g , B e r l i n , 1963• 

( V J r i t t e n b y E n g e l s b e t v ; e e n 15th a n d 19th J u n e , 1891; f r o m t h e m a n u s c r i p t . ) 

T h e p r e s e n t d r a f t d i f f e r s i n a v e r y a d v a n t a g e o u s w a y f r o m t h e p r o g r a m m e a s i t 
h a s b e e n h i t h e r t o s i n c e t h e G o t h a P r o g r a m m e o f l875« *^he c l i n g i n g v e s t i g e s o f 
o u t d a t e d t r a d i t i o n - t o b e s p e c i f i c , t h e L a s s e l l e a n a n d t h e v u l g a r s o c i a l i s t o n e s 
- h a v e b e e n e s s e n t i a l l y r e m o v e d ; t h e d r a f t , f r o m t h e t h e o r e t i c a l a s p e c t , l i e s 
w h o l l y o n t h e b a s i s o f c o n t e m p o r a r y s c i e n c e , a n d c a n a l s o b e a r g u e d o n t h a t b a s i s . 

I t c a n b e d i v i d e d i n t o t h r e e s e c t i o n s : 1= B a s i c t h e s e s , l l o p o l i t i c a l d e m a n d s , 
111. d e m a n d s f o r p r o t e c t i o n o f t h e v / o r k e r s o 

1. B a s i c t h e s e s , i n t e n c l a u s e s . 
I n g e n e r a l t h e s e s u f f e r f r o m t h e a t t e m p t t o r e c o n c i l e t v ; o i r r e c o n c i b l e t h i n g s : 
b e i n g a p r o g r a m m e a n d a t t h e s a m e t i m e a c o m m e n t a r y o n t h a t p r o g r a m m e . I t ' s a s i i 
s o m e o n e w a s a f r a i d o f n o t b e i n g c l e a r e n o u g h b y g o i n g s t r a i g h t t o t h e p o i n t , a n d 
t h e r e f o r e p u t i n e x p l a n a t i o n s w h i c h o n l y m a k e t h e t h i n g v a g u e a i i d s l i p s h o d . I n 
my o p i n i o n t h e p r o g r a m m e h a s t o b e a s b r i e f a n d a s p r e c i s e a s p o s s i b l e . E v e n i f 
t h e o d d f o r e i g n w o r d o r a s e n t e n c e w h i c h c a n ' t b e g r a s p e d i n a l l i t s i m p l i c a t i o n s 
c r o p s u p , t h a t d o e s n ' t m a t t e r . O r a l d i s c u s s i o n i n t h e m e e t i n g s , a n d \ i r r i t t e n 
e x p l a n a t i o n s i n t h e p r e s s , v / i l l d o t h e n e c e s s a r y t h e r e , a n d t h e b r i e f , p r e g n a n t 
s e n t e n c e w i l l t h e n , o n c e u n d e r s t o o d , b e c o m e f i x e d i n t h e m e m o r y , b e c o m e a s l o g a n , 
a n d t h a t w i l l n e v e r h a p p e n t o t h e f u l l e r d i s c u s s i o n s . One s h o u l d ' n t s a c r i f i c e 
t o o m u c h t o t h e c o n c e r n f o r p o p u l a r i t y , n o r s h o u l d o n e u n d e r e s t i m a t e t h e m e n t a l 
g i f t s a n d d e g r e e o f e d u c a t i o n o f o u r v / o r k e r s . T h e y h a v e u n d e r s t o o d m u c h m o r e d i f f ­
i c u l t t h i n g s t h a n t h e s h o r t e s t , s n a p p i e s t p r o g r a m m e c o u l d o f f e r t h e m ; a n d e v e n i f 
t h e p e r i o d o f t h e A n t i - s o c i a l i s t L a w h a s m a d e m o r e d i f f i c u l t a n d i n s o m e c a s e s 
h e l d u p t h e t h o r o u g h e d u c a t i o n o f t h e n e \ / l y r i s e n y o u n g a d d i t i o n a l m a s s e s , t h a t 
w i l l s o o n b e o v e r c o m e u n d e r t h e l e a d e r s h i p o f t h e o l d e r o n e s , nov/ t h a t o u r p r o p a g ­
a n d a m a t e r i a l c a n b e r e a d a n d k e p t v / i t h o u t f e a r o f i n t e r f e r e n c e a n y m o r e . 



I v / i l l t r y to ntake t h i s whole passage sbmewhat s h o r t e r , and i r I can, s e t i t a s i d e 
or send i t on l a t e r , and proceed no\ t o the i n d i v i d u a l c l a u s e s numbered from 1 to 
to. You w i l l f i n d my proposals w r i t t e h onto the d r a f t i n my f i r s t enclosureo (Note: 
now l o s t ) 
Clause I c "The s e p a r a t i o n , e t c . "Mines, p i t s , c o l l i e r i e s " - t h r e e words f o r one 
t h i n g : tv/o should be missed outo I x.'oUld l e a v e " I i i n e s ^ % s i n c e even i n Loxf German 
they're s t i l l c a l l e d t h a t ; and denote e v e r y t h i n g vrith i t s most v/idely used name. 
On the other hand, I v/ould i n s e r t : "Raili/ays ^and o t h e r meanp of t r a n s p o r t . " 

Clause 2» rSere I i/ould put: " I n the hands o f t h e i r p o s s e s s o r s (or t h e i r oxmers) 
are the s o c i a l means of production", and l i k e v / i s e , f u r t h e r on, "Independence.,., 
from the o\mers (or p o s s e s s o r s ) of the iitebns of production", etCo 

That the 'gentry' have a c q u i r e d t h e s e 4;hihgs as " s o l e o^.-ners", has a l r e a d y bp^n 
d e a l t v/ith as under c l a u s e 1, and ckn'"be repe a t e d here o n l y i f one a b s o l u t e l y , i n ­
s i s t s on b r i n g i n g i n the v;ord"tiT6nopoiists"^^ N e i t h e r the o^ v/ord or the ottier 
adds the s l i g h t e s t l i t t l e b i t t o the meaning. Kut anything i n a programme v/hich 
i s s uperfluous only v/ealcens i t : 

'^he n e c e s s a r y means of production f o r the ^ e x i s t e n c e " of the s o c i e t y . " J 

- those a r e j u s t the ones t h a t t h e r e a r e t h e r e a l r e a d y . i3eforq the steam engine, 
v;e got by without i t , novr v;e could no longer do Bo. S i n c e today a l l the means of 
production - e i t h e r through t h e i r , j c o n s t r i t c t i o n or by v i r t u e of the s o c i a l d i v i s i o n 
of labour - a r e s o c i a l means of production , i t f o l l o i / s t h a t t h e s e &ur words ,JEUlly 
adequately express what i s A v a i l a b l e , at; "any moment, c o r r e c t l y eindi/ithout hidden 
nuances. • . 

I f the ending to the b a s i c t h e s e s i s to be l i n l t e d up w i t h the i n t e r n a t i o n a l S t a t u e s , 
then I v;ould p r e f e r a l l t h i s to Happen: t6 "the s o c i a l m i s e r y " ( t h a t ' s Ito. 1.)» 
"to the mentail apathy and the p o l i t i c a l 'depehdence". The mental apathy i s i n c l u d e d 
i n the s o c i a l misery and the p o l i t i c a l dependence i s a f a c t , where as l a c k of p o l ­
i t i c a l r i g h t s I S A RHETORICAL PHRASE OF .PIv'LY mTLATiyE v a l i d i t y , and t h a t s o r t p i 
t h i n g does not belong i n a programme. 

Clause 3« The f i r s t sentence must i n my o p i n i o n be a l t e r e d , 

"Under the c o n t r o l o:' the s o l e ojmers'^^ ' 

I n the f i r s t p l a c e , the above, v/hich follov/s, i s an economic f a c t , and i t shoji l d 
be ejqjlained e conomically. The e x p r e s s i o n "Control o f the s o l o ovmers", however, 
br i n g s i n a f a l s e s l a n t , as i f the p o l i t i c a l A ^ l e of those gangs of robbers had 
brought i t about. I n the second p l a c e , t h e s e s o l e ov/nors i n c l u d e not only "cap­
i t a l i s t s and b i g 1 andovmers". (vjhat vras t h e p o i n t of p u t t i n g "bourgeois" a t the 
front of t h a t ? Are they y e t a t h i r d c l a s s o f s o l e ox-ncrs Are the b i g landovmers 

^he^ourgeois" too? I f you are going to s t a r t t a l k i n g about b i g landox7ners,ean v e igaoiE 
/ c o l o s s a l remnants of feudalismi f o r i t i s those v/hich g i v e our whole 
p o l i t i c a l p i g s t y i n Germany i t s s p e c i f i c r e a c t i o n a r y stamp?) Peasants and p e t i t -
bourgeois are' a l s o " s o l e ovmers," a t l e a s t up to the p r e s e n t timef but they are npt 
mentioned i h t h e v/hole progj-Ammb, and t h e r e f o r e p x p r e s s i o n s musi; be used wliich , 
d e f i n i t e l y do not i n c l u d e them'in t h e typ6''of ikole ovmer being t a l k e d about, 

"The acfcumulation of the means of production and o f the v/ealth e x t o r t e d frpm 
the exploited.'' 



8 „ 

T h e »Vealth** c o n s i s t s o f l o m e a n s o f p r o d u c t i o n , 2 o m e a n s o f c o n s u m p t i o i i o I t i s 
t h e r e f o r e u h g r a m m a t i c a l a n d i l l o g i c a l t o spea!< f i r s t o f a p a r t o f t h e v ; e a l t h a n d 
t h e n n o t o f t h e o t h e r p a r t , b u t f r o m t h e t o t a l T . ' e a l t h , a n d t h e n t o c o n n e c t t h e tv/o 
b y a n d . 

" o o . i n c r e a s e s . o o i n t h e h a n d s o f t h e c a p i t a l i s t s a t a g r o w i n g r a t e . " 

What a b o u t t h e " b i g l a n d o v m e r s " a n d t h e " b o u r g e o i s " f r o m a b o v e t h e r e , t h e n ? I f i t s 
e n o u g h t o s a y " c a p i t a l i s t s " h e r e , i t s h o u l d h a v e b e e n o n o u g h f o r a b o v e t o o . B u t 
i f y o u a r e g o i n g t o go i n t o d e t a i l s , t h e n i t \ ; i l l n o t s u f f i c e a t a l l . 

" T h e n u m b e r a n d t h e m i s e r y o f t h e p r o l e t a r i a n s b e c o m e s e v e r g r e a t e r , " 

T h a t i s n o t c o r r e c t , p u t s o b l u n t l y a s t h a t . The w o r k e r s ' o r g a n i s a t i o n , t h e i r 
c o n s t a n t l y i n c r e a s i n g r e s i s t a n c e , v ; i l l p o s s i b l y p u t a c e r t a i n b a r r i e r i n t h e vrny 
o f t h e g r o i / t h o f t h e m i s e r y . u T i a i , h o v / e v e r , c e r t a i n l y \ ; i l l grov; i s t h e u n c e r t a i n ­
t y o f e x i s t e n c e . I v / o u l d p u t t h a t i n . 

C l a u s e 4 . 

^*rhe p l a n l e s s n e s s v / h i c h i s i n h e r e n t i n t h e n a t u r e o f c a p i t a l i s t p r i v a t e p r o d u c t i o n . " 

. . . d e s e r v e s v e r y much i m p r o v e m e n t . I knov/ o f c a p i t a l i s t p r o d u c t i o n a s a s o c i a l 
f o r m , a s a n e c o n o m i c s t a g e : a n d o f c a p i t a l i s t p r i v a t e p r o d u c t i o n a s a p h e n o m e n o n 
o c c u r r i n g o n e xray o r a n o t h e r v / i t h i n t h a t s t a g e . i T i a t d o e s c a p i t a l i s t p r i v a t e 
p r o d u c t i o n m e a n , t h e n ? P r o d u c t i o n b y a s i n g l e e n t r e p r e n e u r , a n d t h a t i ^ p f c o u r s e 
b e c o m i n g m o r e a n d m o r e a n e x c e p t i o n . C a p i t a l i s t p r o d u c t i o n t h r o u g h l i m i t e d c o m p a n i e s 
i s a l r e a d y n o l o n g e r p r i v a t e p r o d u c t i o n , b u t p r o d u c t i o n f o r t h e c o m b i n e d a c c o u n t o f 
many p e o p l e . And vrhen v/e move o n t o t h e f r u s t s , v / h i c h c o n t r o l a n d m o n o p o l i z e i / h o l e 
b r a n c h e s o f i n d u s t r y , t h e n t h a t m e a n s a n . e n d n o t o n l y t o t h e p r i v a t e p r o d u c t i o j r i , 
b u t a l s o t o t h e p l a n l e s s n e s s . L e t " ' p r i v a t e ' ' ' b e d e l e t e d , a n d t h e s e n t e n c e c a n do a s 
i t i s . 

' ' 'The r u i n o f b r o a d l a y e r s o f t h e p e o p l e ," 

I n s t e a d o f t h i s d e c l a m a t o r y p h r a s e , w h i c h l o o k s a s i f v/e i / e r e s t i l l s o r r y f o r t h e 
r u i n o f b o u r g e o i s a n d p e t i t - b o u r g e o i s , I i r o u l d s t a t e t h e s i m p l e f a c t : " \ ; h i c h , b y 
t h e r u i n o f t h e u r b a n £ind r u r a l m i d d l e c l a s s e s , t h e p e t t y b o u r g e o i s e a n d t h e s m a l l 
p e a s a n t s , v / i d e n s ( o r d e e p e n s ) t h e gap b e t w e e n t h e h a v e s a n d t h e h a v e - n o t s . " 

T h e t w o f i n a l s e n t e n c e s s a y t h e s a m e t h i n g t \ ; i c e , I v / i l l g i v e y o u a s u g g e s t i o n f o r 
a m o d i f i c a t i o n i n A n n e x e 1 . ( s e e b e l o w ) . 

C l a u s e 5 ° " o f t h e c a u s e s " s h o u l d b e " d ? i t s c a u s e s " , w h i c h i s p r o b a b l y j u s t a s l i p 
o f t h e p e n . 

" M i n e s , p i t s , c o l l i e r i e s . " - t h e s a m e a s i n 1 a b o v e . 

Glause__6^. P r i v a t e p r o d u c t i o n - a s a b o v e . I v / o u l d s a y ; " t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f c o n ­
t e m p o r a r y c a p i t a l i s t p r o d u c t i o n o n b e h a l f o f i n d i v i d u a l s o r c o m p a n i e s i n t o s o c i a l ­
i s t p r o d u c t i o n o n b e h a l f o f t h e i / h o l e s o c i e t y a n d i n a c c o r d a n c e \ ; i t h a p r e v i o u s l y 
a g r e e d p l a n , a t r a n s f o r m a t i o n , . c r e a t e s , e t c . . . , t h r o u g h v / h i c h a l o n e t h e l i b e r a t ­
i o n o f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s a n d t h e r e b y t h e l i b e r a t i o n o f a l l member s o f t h e s o c i e t y , 
v / i t h o u t e x c e p t i o n , c a n b e r e a l i s e d , " 



Clause 7° ^ would say i t as i n Annexe 1, 

Clause 8 0 I n s t e a d of " c l a s s c o n s c i o u s " , which i s of course a r e a d i l y understeindable 
s h o r t way of s a y i n g i t i n our c i r c l e s , I would s a y i n the i n t e r e s t s o f general cora-
p r e h e n s i b i l i t y and f o r ease of t r a n s l a t i o n i n t o f o r e i g n languages: " w i t h the woi-kers 
who won t h e i r way through to a c o n s c i o u s n e s s of t h e i r c l a s s p o s i t i o n , " o r something 
l i k e t h a t o 

CIause 9o C I o s i n g sentence: "<.<> =putSo»o',' a n d thereby u n i t e s the power o f economic 
e x p l o i t a t i o n and p o l i t i c a l r e p r e s s i o n i n one hando 

Clause 10.. Before " c l a s s r u l e " , "and of the c l a s s e s t h e m s e l v e s " i s missingo Itie 
a b o l i t i o n of c l a s s e s i s our b a s i c demand, without which the economic a b o l i t i o n of 
c l a s s r u l e i s a nonsense. I n s t e a d of " f o r the equal r i g h t s of a l l " , I suggest " f o r 
equal r i g h t s and equal o b l i g a t i o n s o f a l l " , etco The equal o b l i g a t i o n s a r e f o r us 
a v e r y s p e c i a l l y n e c c e s s a r y e x t e n s i o n of the bourgeois-democratic equal r i g h t s , and 
t h e i r i n s e r t i o n t a k e s away the s p e c i f i c a l l y bourgeois tone of the former words= 

The c l o s i n g sentence: " o o o a r e united.»<,in t h e i r strugglco»»", I would r a t h e r see 
deletedo I n i t s i n d e f i n i t e n e s s : "which are i n c l i n e d , = =to improve, <, 0 t h e p o s i t i o n of 
the people i n general ( j u s t who i s t h a t ? ) " , i t can embrace e v e r y t h i n g , p r o t e c t i v e 
t a r i f f s a n d i f r e e t r a d e , g u i l d s and l i b e r t y to e x e r c i s e a t r a d e , l a n d c r e d i t , exchange 

i b a n k sjiCorapulsory-ivaccination and p r o h i b i t i o n of v a c c i n a t i o n , a l c o h o l i s m and temp­
erance, e t c , e t c . What the sentence should say i s a l r e a d y t h e r e i n the preceding 
sentence, and when you want the whole t h i n g , and a l s o b r i n g i n a l l the i n d i v i d u a l 
p i e c e s , you don't have to say i t again, 1 mean i t weakens the i m p r e s s i o n . However, 
i f you want the sentence as a t r a n s i t i o n to the i n d i v i d u a l demands, then you could 
say something l i k e : "the S o c i a l Democracy f i g h t s f o r a l l demamds which b r i n g t h a t 
goal c l o s e r " ("Measures emd arrangements" shouM be d e l e t e d as a repetition)<> Or 
e l s e , and s t i l l b e t t e r ; j u s t s a y s t r a i g h t out what you mean, t h a t you have to over­
come the t a s k s the b o u r g e o i s i e f a i l e d to accomplish: I have put a c l o s i n g sentence 
to t h a t e f f e c t i n Annexe 1 , I c o n s i d e r the l a t t e r important, because of my remarks 
i n the f o l l o w i n g s e c t i o n and f o r the m o t i v a t i o n of the suggestions I made there» 

I I , Pol i t i c - a l Demands 
The p o l i t i c a l demands i n the d r a f t have one b i g e r r o r s What r e a l l y should have 
been s a i d i s n ' t t h e r e , I f a l l t h e s e lO demands were granted^ we would c e r t a i n l y 
have s e v e r a l more m e a n s to get the main p o l i t i c a l t h i n g a c h i e v e d , but c e r t a i n l y not 
the main t h i n g i t s e l f . The i m p e r i a l c o n s t i t u t i o n i s , as f a r as the r i g h t s of the 
people and t h e i r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s a r e concerned^ j u s t a r e h a s h of the F^ussiah' con­
s t i t u t i o n of 1850, a c o n s t i t u t i o n i n which the extremest r e a c t i o n i s s e t 6 o ^ j ^ a r a ~ 
graph by paragraph, i n which the government p o s s e s s e s a l l the r e a l power, and the 
chambersido'not even have the r i g h t to r e f u s e t a x e s ; a c o n s t i t u t i o n which, as was 
proved i n ;the p e r i o d of c o n f l i c t , the government c o u l d do what i t l i k e d w i t h . The 
r i g h t s Of the R e i c h s t a g a r e e x a c t l y the same as those of the PrussicUi chamber^ i n d 
t h a t i s w h y L i e b k n e c h t c a l l e d t h a t R e i c h s t a g t h e f i g - l e a f of a b s o l u t i s m , Gn the 
b a s i s of t h i s c o n s t i t u t i o n and the p e t t y s t a t e s allowed to e x i s t by i t , of a 
"federation"between P r u s s i a and R e u s - G r e i z - S c h i e i z - L o b e n s t e i n , of which the one has 
as many square m i l e s as the other has square i n c h e s , on such a b a s i c , t o want to 
c a r r y through the " c o n v e r s i o n of a l l means of production i n t o common property" i s 
obviously s e n s e l e s s . 



1 0 . 
B u t t o u c h i n g o n t h a t i s r i s k y . A c c o r d i n g l y , o n e w a y o r a n o t h e r , t h e p o i n t m u s t b e 
g o t i n s o m e w h 6 r e . H o w n e c e s s a r y t h a t i s b e i n g p r o v e d r i g h t n o w b y t h e o p p o r t u n i s m 
p r e v a i l i n g i n a l a r g e p a r t o f t h e S o c i a l D e m o c r a t i c p r e s s . O u t o f f e a r o f a r e n e w a l 
o f t h e A n t i - S o c i a l i s t l a w , o u t o f t h e m e m o r y o f a l l t h e o v e r - h a s t y u t t e r a n c e s w h i c h 
s l i p p e d o u t u n d e r t h e r u l e o f t h a t l a w , t h e p r e s e n t l e g a l s t a t u s o f t h e P j u ^ t y i n 

, G e r m a n y i s s u p p o s e d t o b e e n o u g h t o g e t t h r o u g h a l l i t s d e m a n d s b y p e a c e f u l m e a n s . 
P e o p l e a r e . t e l l i n g t h e m s e l v e s a n d t h e P a r t y t h a t " t h e p r e s e n t s o c i e t y i s g r o w i n g 
i n t o s o c i a l i s m " , w i t h o u t a s k i n g t h e m s e l v e s w h e t h e r i t m u s t n ' t a l s o n e c e s s a r i l y g r o w 
o u t o f i t s o l d s o c i a l c o n s t i t u t i o n , a n d b u r s t t h a t o l d s h e l l j u s t a s v i o l e n t l y a s 
t h e c r a b d o e s w h e n i t m o u l t s , a s i f G e r m a n s o c i e t y s t i l l d i d n ' t h a v e t o b u r s t t h e 
f e t t e r s o f a p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m w h i c h i s s t i l l h a l f a b s o l u t i s t , a n d h o p e l e s s l y c o n f u s e d 
i n t o t h e b a r g a i n . O n e c a n i m a g i n e t h a t t h e o l d s o c i e t y c o u l d g r o w p e a c e f u l l y i n t o 
t h e n e w i n c o u n t r i e s w h e r e t h e p e o p l e ' s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s h a v e a l l t h e p o w e r e o n e e n -
t r a t e d i n t h e i r o w n h a n d s , w h e r e a c c o r d i n g t o t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n o n e c a n d o w h a t o n e 
w i l l , a s s o o n a s o n e h a s t h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e p e o p l e w o n o v e r : i n d e m o c r a t i c r e p u b ­
l i c s l i k e ; F r a n c e s m d A m e r i c a , i n m o n e u - c h i e s l i k e i n E n g l a ^ t h e i m p e n d i n g 
t ; u y i n g o f f o f t h e d y n a s t y i s t a l k e d o f d a i l y i n t h e p r e s s , a n d w h e r e t h a t d y n a s t y 
i s p o w e r l e s s a g a i n s t t h e w i l l o f t h e p e o p l e . B u t i n G e r m a n y , w h e r e t h e g o v e r n m e n t 
i s a l l - p o w e r f u l a n d t h e R e i c h s t a g a n d a l l o t h e r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e b o d i e s a r e w i t h o u t 
r e a l p o w e r s i n s u c h a G e r m a n y , t o p r o c l a i m s o m e t h i n g l i k e t h a t , a n d w h a t ' s m o r e 
v i r h e n t h e r e ' s n o n e e d t o , a m o u n t s t o t a k i n g t r i e f r j g l e a f f r o m a b s o l u t i s m a n d c o v e r i n g 
y o u r o w n n a k e d n e s s w i t h i t . 

i n t h e l o n g r u n > 
^ u c h ^ p o l i c y ' -a c a n o n l y l e i a d y o u r o w n p a t r t y p e r m a n o n t l y tiatray. Fgr 
/ p u t g e n e r a l , a b s t r a c t p o l i t i c a l q u e s t i o n s f o r w e i r d i n t o t h e f o r e f r o n t , a n d " t h e r e b y 

c o n c e a l t h e p r i m a r y c o n c r e t e q u e s t i o n s , t h e q u e s t i o n s w h i c h p u t t h e t h s e l v e s o n t h e 
a g e n d a a t t h e f i r s t b i g e v e n t s , a t t h e f i r s t p o l i t i c a l c r i s i s . W h a t c a n c o m e f r o m 
t h i s e x c e p t t h a t t h e p a r t y s u d d e n l y , a t t h e d e c i s i v e m o m e n t , i s u n r e a d y , t h a t u n ­
c i a r i t y p r e v a i l s c o n c e r n i n g t h e m o s t d e c i s i v e p o i n t s , b e c a u s e t h e s e p o i n t s h a v e 
n e v e r b e e n d i s c u s s e d . I f s o m e t h i n g s h o u l d r i s e a g a i n l i k e t h e ca;^e o f t h e p r o i -
e c t i v e t a r i f f s , w h i c h w a s t h e n m a d e o u t t o b e a q u e s t i o n w h i c h c o n c e * - n e d o n l y t h e 
b o u r g e o i s i e a n d d i d n o t i n v o l v e t h e w o r k e r s i n t h e s l i g h t e s t , w h e r e t h e r e f o r e e v e r y ­
b o d y c o u l d v o t e a c c o r d i n g t o h i s o w n d e s i r e ^ ; w h e r e a s n o w m o r e t h a n o n e p e r s o n i s 
f a l l i n g i n t o t h e o p p o s i t e e x t r e m e , a n d a s a c o n t r a s t t o t h e b o u r g e o i s i e w h i c h h a s 
b e c o m e p r o t e c t i o n i s t , t h e y p r e a c h t h e e c o n o m i c d i s t o r t i o n s o f C o b d e n and B r i g h t , 
n e w l y s t a u - t e d u p a n d p r e s e n t e d a s t h e p u r e s t s o c i a l i s m - t h e p u r e s t M a n c h e s t e r i s m ? 
T h i s f o r g e t t i n g o f t h e o v e r a l l v i e w p o i n t f o r t h e m o m e n t a r y i n t e r e s t o f t h e d a y , 
t h i s s e a r c h i n g a n d h u n t i n g f o r a m o m e n t a r y s u c c e s s w i t h o u t t a l k i n g h ^ * d o f t h e s u b s e q ­
u e n t c o n s e q u e n c e , t h i s s a c r i f i c i n g o f t h e f u t u r e o f t h e m o v e m e n t f o r i t s p r e s e n t , 
m a y w e l l b e " h o n e s t l y " m e a n t , b u t i s a n d r e m a i n s o p p o r t u n i s m , a n d " h o n e s t " o p p o r ­
t u n i s m i s p e r h a p s t h e m o s t d a i n g e r o u S o f a l l . 

W h a t n o w a r e t l i e s e t i c k l i s h , b u t v e r y e s s e n t i a l p o i n t s ? 
F i r s t l y . : I f o n e t h i n g i s c e r t a i n , i t i s t h a t o u r p a r t y a n t i t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s c a n 
o n l y c o m e t o p o w e r u n d e r t h e f o r m o f a d e m o c r a t i c r e p u b l i c . T h i s i s 6 v e n t h e 
s p e c i f i c f o r m f o r t h e d i c t a t o r s h i p o f t h e p r o l ^ t a i r i a t , a s t h e g r e a t t ' r e n c h R e v o l ­
u t i o n a l r e a d y s h o w e i d . I t i s u n t h i n k a b l e t h a t c m r ' b e ' s ^ t ' ' p e o p l e s h o u l d b e c o m e m i n i s 
t e r s u n d e r a K a i s e r , t h e w a y M i q u e i d i d . F r o m t h e l e g a l p o i n t o f v i i e w i t s e e m s 
n o w t o b e n o t p o s s i b l e f o r t h e d e m a n d f o r a r e p u b l i c t o b e p u t d i r e c t l y i n t o t h e 
p r o g r a m m e , a l t h o u g h t h a t w a s j u s t a s p e r r a i s s i b l b u n d e r L o u i s - P h i l i p e i n F r a n c e a s i t 
i s n o w i n I t a l y . , B u t t h e f a c t t h a t o n e c a n n o t e v e n s e t o u t a n o p e n l y r e p u b l i c a n 
p r o g r a m m e i n G e r m a n y p r o v e s h o w c o l o s s a l t h e i l l u s i o n i s t h a t i t c o u l d b e p o s s i b l e 
h e r e t o a c h i e v e t h e r e p u b l i c b y g e n t l e , p e a c e f u l m e a n s , a n d ' n o t j u s t t h e r e p u b l i c 
b u t t h e c o m m u n i s t s o c i e t y . 



1 2 .t. 

H o w e v e r , m a n y c a s e t h e r e p u b l i c b i t c a n b e g o t r o u n d . B u t w h a t i n m y o p i n i o n 
s h o u l d a n d c a n b e i n i s t h e d e m a n d f o r t h e c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f a l l p o l i t i c a l p o w e r i n 
t h e h a n d s o f t h e p e o p l e ' s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o A n d t h a t w o u l d b e e n o u g h f o r n o w , 
w h i l e w e c a n ' t g o a n y f u r t h e r = 

S e c o n d l y . T h e r e c o n s t i t u t i o n o f G e r m a n y o O n t h e o n e h a n d , t h e p e t t y s t a t e s m u s t 
b e r e m o v e d - j u s t t r y a n d r e v o l u t i o n i s e s o c i e t y , a s l o n g a s t h e r e s t i l l a r e t h e 
s p e c i a l r e s e r v e d r i g h t s o f B a v a r i a a n d W u r t t e r a b e r g , a n d t h e m a p o f f o r i n s t a n c e 
T h u r i n g i a p r e s e n t s i t s p r e s e n t s o r r y p i c t u r e d O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , P r u s s i a m u s t 
c e a s e t o e x i s t , m u s t b e s p l i t u p i n t o a u t o n o m o u s p r o v i n c e s , s o t h a t t h e s p e c i f i c 
P r u s s i a n i s m c e a s e s t o b e a b u r d e n o n G e r m a n y , P e t t y s t a t e s a n d s p e c i f i c P r u s s i a n 
i s m a r e t h e t w o s i d e s o f t h e c o n t r a d i c t i o n i n w h i c h G e r m a n y i s n o w c a u g h t , a n d t h e 
o n e s i d e m u s t a l w a y s s e r v e ; t h e o t h e r a s a n e x c u s e a n d a r a i s o n d ' e t r e . 

W h a t i s t o r e p l a c e t h i s ? I n m y o p i n i o n , t h e prolet£u-iat c a n u s e o n l y t h e f o r m o f 
t h e s i n g l e a n d i n d i v i s i b l e r e p u b l i c . T h e f e d e r a l r e p u b l i c i s s t i l l j u s t b a r e l y 
n e c e s s a r y o n t h e i m m e n s e t e r r i t o r y o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , a l t h o u g h i t i s a l r e a d y 
b e c o m i n g a h i n d e r a n c e i n t h e E a s t , I t w o u l d b e a n a d v a n c e i n B r i t a i n , w h e r e f o u r 
n a t i o n s l i v e o n t h e t w o i s l a n d s , a n d t h o u g h t h e y h a v e o n e p a r l i e m e n t , t h e y e v e n 
n o w h a v e t h r e e l e g a l s y s t e m s b e s i d e e a c h o t h e r . I n l i t t l e S w i t z e r l a n d i t h a s l o n g 
b e e n a h i n d e r a n c e , b e a r a b l e o n l y b e c a u s e S w i t z e r l s i n d c o n t e n t s h e r s e l f w i t h b e i n g a 
p u r e l y p a s s i v e m e m b e r o f t h e s y s t e m o f E u r o p e a n s t a t e s . F o r G e r m a n y , f e d e r a l i s t ^ 
c a n t o n i z a t i o n o n t h e S w i s s m o d e l w o u l d b e a n e n o r m o u s b a c k w a r d s t e p . T w o p o i n t s 
d i s t i n g u i s h t h e u n i t a r y s t a t e f r o m t h e f e d e r a l s t a t e : t h a t e a c h f e d e r a l i z e d i n d i v i d ­
u a l s t a t e , e a c h c a n t o n , h a s i t s o w n c i v i l a n d c r i m i n a l l e g i s l a t i o n a n d j u d i c a l o r g 
a n i z a t i o n , a n d t h a t , b e s i d e s t h e h o u s e o f p o p u l a r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s t h e r e i s a l s o a 
h o u s e o f s t a t e s ' r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , i n w h i c h e a c h c a n t o n , l a r g e o r s m a l l , v o t e s a s s u c h . 
We h a v e , l u c k i l y , g o t o v e r t h e f i r s t o n e , a n d w o n ' t b e s o c h i l d i s h a s t o b r i n g i t 
b a c k i n a g a i n , b u t w e h a v e t h e s e c o n d o n e i n t h e B u n d e s r a t ( F e d e r a l C o u n c i l ) , a n d 
c o u l d v e r y w e l l d o w i t h o u t i t - i f o u r " f e d e r a l s t a t e " r e p r e s e n t s a t a l l a n y t r a n ­
s i t i o n t o a u n i t a r y s t a t e . A n d w h a t w e h a v e t o d o i s n o t t o r e v e r s e t h e r e v o l u t ­
i o n f r o m a b o v e m a d e i n 1 8 6 6 a n d 1 8 7 0 , b u t t o g i v e i t t h e r e q u i r e d e x t e n s i o n a n d 
i m p r o v e m e n t b y a m o v e m e n t f r o m b e l o w . 

S o , a u n i t a r y r e p u b l i c . B u t n o t i n t h e s e n s e o f t h e p r e s e n t F r e n c h o n e , w h i c h i s 
n o t h i n g m o r e t h a n t h e E m p i r e f o u n d e d i n 1 7 9 6 , p n l y w i t h o u t t h e E m p e r o r , F r o m 1 7 9 2 
t o 1 7 9 8 , e v e r y F r e n c h D e p a r t m e n t , e v ^ r y c o m m u n i t y , h a d f u l l s e l f - a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o n t h e 
A m e r i f c a r i p a t t e r n , a n d w e m u s t g e t t h a t t o o . H o w t h e s e l f - a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i s t o . b e 
a r r a n g e d , and h o w o n e c a n g e t a l o n g ^ ^ r i t h o u t b u r e a u c r a c y , h a s b e e n sho%>m t o u s b y 
A m e r i c a k n d t h e f i r s t F r e n c h r e p u b l i c , a n d e v e n t o d a y A u s t r a l i a , C a n a d f i a n d t h e 
o t h e r B r i t i s h c o l o n i e s . A n d t h a t k i n d o f p r o v i n c i a l a n d c o m m u n a l s e l f - a d m i n i ^ t r a 
t i o h i s f a r f r e e r t h a n f o r i n s t a n c e S w i s s f e d e r a l i s m , w h e r e a d m i t t e d l y e ^ c f a c a n t o n 
i s i n d e p e n d e n t f r o m t h e f e d e r a t i o n , b u t a l s o i n d e p e n d e n t o v e r t h e d i s t r i c t a n d t h e 
p a r i s h . T h e c a n t o n a l g o v e r n m e n t s a p p o i n t D i s t r i c t G o v e r n o r s a n d P r e f e c t s , w h i c h 
i n t h e E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g c o u n t r i e s a r e u n k n o w n a n d w h i c h w e w o u l d w e l c o m e i n t h e f u t ­
u r e j u s t a s m u c h a s w e n o w w e l c o m e t h e P r u s s i a n D i s t r i c t M a g i s t r a t e s a n d P r i v y 
C o u n c i l l o r s , 

N o t m u c h o n a l l t h e s e m a t t e r s s h o u l d c o m e i n t o t h e p r o g r a m m e , I a m m e n t i o n i n g t h e m 
m a i n l y i n o r d e r t o c h a r a c t e r i z e t h e s i t u a t i o n i n G e r m a n y , w h e r e s u c h t h i n g s C c i n n o t 
b e s a i d , a n d t o c h a r a c t e r i z e a t t h e s a m e t i m e t h e s e l f - d e c e p t i o n o f i m a g i n i n g t h a t 
s u c h a s t a t e o f a f f a i r s c a n p a s S o v e r p e a c e f u l l y i n t o t h e c o m m u n i s t s o c i e t y . A n d 
m e n t i o n i n g t h e m a l s o t o r e m i n d t h e p a r t y e x e c u t i v e t h a t t h e r e a r e o t h e r p o l i t i c a l 
q u e s t i o n s o f i m p o r t a n c e t h a n d i r e c t l e g l i s l a t i o n b y t h e p e o p l e a n d t h e f r e e a d m i n ­
i s t r a t i o n o f j u s t i c e , w i t h o u t w h i c h w e c a n i n t h e l o n g r u n g e t b y a n y i m y , C o n s i d -



e r i n g t h e g e n e r a l u n c e r t a i n t y , t h o s e i s s u e s c o u l d from one day t o t h e n e x t become 
b u r n i n g o n e s , and w h a t ' h a p p e n s t h e n , i f we have not d i s c u s s e d them a n d come t o and 
agreement about them? 

However, what c a n come i n t o t h e programme and s e r v e a t l e a s t i n d i r e c t l y as an i n d i c ­
a t i o n of t h e u n s a y a b i e , i s t h e demand; 

" F u l l s e l f - a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i n p r o v i n e , d i s t r i c t and p a r i s h by o f f i c i a l s e l e c t e d by 
u n i v e r s a l s u f f r a g e . A b o l i t i o n o f a l l l o c a l and p r o v i n c i a l a u t h o r i t i e s a p p o i n t e d 
by ihe S t a t e . " 

Whether i t i s p o s s i b l e some o t h e r way t o f o r m u l a t e programme demands r e f e r r i n g t o 
t h e above-mentioned p o i n t s , you c a n j u d g e b e t t e r t h e r e t h a n I c a n h e r e . But i t 
would be d e s i r a b l e f o r t h e s e q u e s t i o n s t o be d i s c u s s e d i n s i d e t h e P a r t y , b e f o r e i t 
i s too l a t e . 

1 . The d i s t i n c t i o n between " f r a n c h i s e and s u f f r a g e " , and between " e l e c t i o n s and 
b a l l o t s " , i s not c l e a r t o me. I f one i s to. be made, t h i s s h o u l d i n any c a s e be 
more c l e a r l y e x p r e s s e d , o r a t l e a s t e x p l a i n e d i n a commentary accompanying t h e d r a f t . 

2 . " r i g h t of t h e p e o p l e t o a c c e p t o r r e j e c t " what? " F o r a l l l a w s o r d e c i s i o n s o f 
t h e l e g i s l a t i v e body" . s h o u l d be i n s e r t e d , 

5 . Complete s e p e r a t i q n o f c h u r c h and s t a t e . A l l r e l i g i p y s g r o u p s w i t h o u t excep 
t i o n to be t r e a t e d by t h e s t a t e as p r i v a t e a s s o c i a t i o n s . They a r e t o l o s e a l l 
s u p p o r t from p u b l i c funds and a l l i n f l u e n c e on p u b l i c s c h o o l s , (One cemnot a f t e r 
a l l f o r b i d them from founding t h e i r own s c h o o l s , out o f t h e i r own r e s o u r c e s a n d 
t e a c h i n g t h e i r nonsense i n t h e m ) , 

6 . " S e c u l a r s c h o p l s " i s , t h e n t o be o m i t t e d ; i t b e l o n g s i n t h e p r e c e d i n g p a r a g ­
raphs , 

8, and 9° Here I would have m i s g i v i n g s : t h e s e p o i n t s demand n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n o f 1 . 
t h e l e g a l p r o f e s s i o n , 2 . d o c t o r s , 3« c h e m i s t s , d e n t i s t s , m i d w i f e s , n u r s e s e t c , e t c . , 
and f u r t h e r on t h e t o t a l n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n o f w o r k e r s ' i n s u r a n c e i s demanded. Can 
a l l t h a t be e n t r u s t e d t o H e r r v o a ^ a p r i v i ' ? And i s i t i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h 
the above r e p u d i a t i o n o f a l l s t a t e s o c i a l i s m ? ( N o t e : C a p r i v i was I m p e r i a l C h a n c e l l o r 
from 1890-94.) 

10, Here I would s a y : " P r o g r e s s i v e . . , t a x t o meet a l l e x p e n d i t u r e i n S t a t e , d i s ­
t r i c t and p a r i s h , i n s o f a r as t a x e s a r e n e c e s s ^ y t h e r e f o r e . A b o l i t i o n o f a l l i n ­
d i r e c t s t a t e ^ . ^ u T ^ ^ o c a l t a x e s , d u t i e s , e t c . " The r e s t i s s u p e r f l u o u s and i s comm­
entary ^ l i c ? ? wedfens the t h i n g , o r i t , m o t i v a t i o n . 

111, Economic Demands 
On p o i n t 2 , Nowhere more t h a n i n Germany does t h e c o m b i n a t i o n r i g h t a l s o r e q u i r e 
p r o t e c t i o n a g a i n s t the S t a t e . 

The c l o s i n g s e n t e n c e , " f o r t h e c o n t r o l " e t c . , s h o u l d be put i n a s A r t i c l e 4 and 
brought i n t o an a p r o p r i a t e form f b r t h a t . I t s h o u l d be n o t e d h e r e t h a t w i t h 
works c o u n c i l s o f h a l f w o r k e r s and h a l f e n t r e p r e n e u r s we would be c a u g h t o u t . F o r 
y e a r s the m a j o r i t y would a l w a y s be on t h e s i d e o f t h e management, s i n c e j u s t one 
b l a c k l e g among t h e w o r k e r s would be enough f o r t h a t . U n l e s s i t i s made c l e a r t h a t 



12:. i n c a s e s o f d i s p u t e b o t h h a l v e s w o u l d g i v e s e p a r a t e o p i n i o n s , i t w o u l d b e m u c h 
b e t t e r t o h a v e a n e m p l o y e r s ' c o u n c i l w i t h a l o n g s i d e i t a n i n d e p e n d e n t w o r k e r s ' 
council„ 

I w o u l d f i n a l l y l i k e t o a s k b e f o r e I c l o s e t h a t y o u h a v e a n o t h e r l o o k ' a t t h e F r e n c h 
p r o g r a m m e ; a l o t o f i t s e e m s b e t t e r p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r n o o l l l o U n f o r t u n a t e l y t i m e 
d o e s n o t a l l o w me t o f i n d t h e S p e m i s h p r o g r a m m e ; i t i s a l s o v e r y g o o d i n m a n y r e s ­
p e c t s . . ( N o t e : T h e F r e n c h p r o g r a m m e r e f e r r e d t o i s t h a t o f t h e W o r k e r s P a r t y i s s u e d i n 
1 8 8 0 , w i t h i t s i n t r o d u c t i o n b y M a r x . ) 
( A n n e x e t o S e c t i o n l)„ 

l o " p i t s , c o l l i e r i e s " outo ~ " R a i l w a y s a n d o t h e r m e a n s o f t r a n s p o r t . " 
2„ I n t h e h a n d s o f t h e i r o v m e r s ( o r p o s s e s s o r s ) t h e s o c i a l m e c i n s o f p r o d u c t i o n h a v e 
b e c o m e m e a n s o f e x p l o i t a t i o n . T h e e c o n o m i c s u b j e c t i o n o f t h e w o r k e r s t o t h e 
o w n e r s o f t h e m e a n s o f p r o d u c t i o n , i o e , o f t h e s o u r c e s o f l i f e , i s t h e b a s i s o f 
s e r v i t u d e i n e v e r y f o r m : s o c i a l m i s e r y , s p i r i t u a l i m p o v e r i s h m e n t , p o l i t i c a l d e p ­
e n d e n c e , 
3» U n d e r t h e r u l e o f t h i s e x p l o i t a t i o n , t h e c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f t h e w e a l t h c r e a t e d 
b y t h e e x p l o i t e d i n t o t h e h a n d s o f t h e e x p l o i t e r s - t h e c a p i t a l i s t s a n d b i g l a n d ­
o w n e r s - i s i n c r e a s i n g a t a n a c c e l e r a t i n g r a t e , a n d t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f t h e p r o d ­
u c t o f t h e l a b o u r b e t w e e n t h e e x p l o i t e r s a n d t h e e x p l o i t e d b e c o m e s m o r e a n d m o r e 
u n e q u a l , t h e n u m b e r a n d t h e i n s e c u t i t y i n l i f e o f t h e p r o l a t a r i a n s b e c o m e s e v e r 
g r e a t e r , e t c , 
4 o " P r i v a t e " ( p r o d u c t i o n ) a w a y . = <=makeso o o w o r s e , b y t h e r u i n o f t h e u r b a n a n d 
r u r a l m i d d l e c l a s s e s , t h e p e t t y b o u r g e o i s i e a n d t h e s m a l l p e a s a n t s , w i d e n ( o r 
d e e p e n ) t h e a b y s s b e t w e e n t h e h a v e s a n d t h e h a v e - n o t s , i n c r e a s e g e n e r a l i n s e c u r ­
i t y t o t h e n o r m a l s t a t e o f t h e s o c i e t y , a n d g i v e p r o o f , t h a t t h e c l a s s o f o w n e r s 
o f t h e s o c i a l r f t e a n s o f p r o d u c t i o n h a s l o s t t h e c a l l i n g a n d t h e c a p a c i t y f o r e c o n ­
o m i c a n d p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s h i p o 
5 o " i t s " c a u s e s , 
6 o , o a n d t h e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f c a p i t a l i s t p r o d u c t i o n f o r t h e a c c o u n t o f i n d i v i d u a l s 
o r l i m i t e d c o m p a n i e s i n t o s o c i a l i s t p r o d u c t i o n f o r t h e a c c o u n t o f t h e w h o l e s o c i e t y 
a n d a c c o r d i n g t o a p r e v i o u s l y d e t e r m i n e d p l a n , a t r a n s f o r m a t i o n t o r w h i c h c a p i t a l ­
i s t s o c i e t y i t s e l f c r e a t e s t h e m a t e r i a l a n d s p i r i t u a l c o n d i t i o n s , a n d t h r o u g h 
w h i c h a l o n e t h e e m a n c i p a t i o n o f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s a n d w i t h i t t h e e m a n c i p a t i o n o f 
a l l n j e m b e r s o f t h e s o c i e t y w i t h o u t e x c e p t i o n c a n b e r e a l i s e d ^ 
7 , T h e e m a n c i p a t i o n o f t h e v / o r k i n g c l a s s c a n b e t h e w o r k o n l y o f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s 
i t s e l f . I t i s s e l f - e v i d e n t t h a t i t c a n b e f r e e d n e i t h e r b y t h e c a p i t a l i s t s a n d 
b i g l a n d o w n e r s , t h e i r e n e m i e s a n d , e x p l o i t e r s , n o t b y t h e p e t t y b o u r g e o i s i e a n d 
s m a l l p e a s a n t s , w h o , o p p r e s s e d b y t h e c o m p e t i t i o n o f t h e b i g e x p l o i t e r s , h a v e n o 
o t h e r c h o i c e b u t t o f o l l o w t h e r e a r o f e i t h e r t h e l a t t e r o r t h e w o r k e r s , 
8 , , , , w i t h t h e w o r k e r s w h o h a v e w o n t h r o u g h t o a c o n s c i o u s n e s s , o f t h e i r c l a s s p o s i t ­
i o n e t c , 

9 , o , o p u t s , , , a n d t h e r e b y u n i t e s t h e p o w e r o f e c o n o m i c e x p l o i t a t i o n a n d p o l i t i c a l 
r e p r e s s i o n o f t h e w o r k e r s i n o n e h a n d . . 
1 0 , , . c l a s s r u l e a n d t h e c l a s s e s t h e m s e l v e s , a - i d f o r o q t i a l r i g h t s a n d e q u a l o b l i g ­
a t i o n s o f a l l w i t h o u t e t c . , v o t i n g , ( a n d d e l e t e d ) . I n i t s f i g h t f o r , , , h u m a n i t y , 
h o w e v e r , i t i s h e l d b a c k b y t h e b a c k w a r d p o l i t i c a l s t a t e o f G e r m a n y , I t h a s f i r s t 
o f a l l t o w i n s p a c e t o m o v e i n , t o r e m o v e m a s s i v e v e s t i g e s o f f e u d a l i s m a n d a b s o l -
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u t i s m , i n s h o r t , t o t a k e o n t h e t a s k f o r w h i c h t h e G e r m a n b o u r g e o i s p a r t i e s w e r e 
a n d s t i l l a r e t o o c o w a r c l l y o I t h a s " a l s o , a t l e a s t a t t h e p r e s e n t , t o i n c l u d e i n 
i t s p r o g r a m m e d e m a n d s w h i c h i n o t h e r d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s t h e b o u r g e o i s i e i t s e l f 
h a s a l r e a d y a c c o m p l i s h e d . 

J u l y 1971» 

NOTE: I n c l a u s e 7 a b o v e , t h e w o r d s f r o m " c h o i c e b u t " o n a r e i n p e n c i l , a n d r e p l a c e ; 
. . . e i t h e r t o c l i n g o n t o t h e l a t t e r o r t h e m s e l v e s s i n k d o w n i n t o t h e p r o l e t a r i a t , 
a n d t h u s b e e i t h e r a n o p p o n e n t o r a t a i l t o t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s . 

L i t t l e a t t e n t i o n w a s p a i d t o E r i g e l s ' p o i n t s o f t h e f o r m u l a t i o n o f t h e f i n a l v e r s i o n 
o f t h e E r f u r t P r o g r a m m e . C o n s e q u e n t l y ^ t h e e s s e n t i e i l n a t u r e o f t h e s t a t e a s t h e 
i n s t r u m e n t o f c l a s s d o m i n a t i o n b y t h e r u l i n g c l a s s , a n d i n p j u - t i c u l a r , o f t h e f e u d a l -
a b s o l u t i s t n a t u r e o f t h e G e r m a n E m p i r e y o k e d t o P r u s s i a n i s m , w a s f a t a l l y o v e r l o o k e d . 

T h e r e s u l t s o f s u c h o p p o r t u n i s m w e r e d r a m a t i c a l l y d e m o n s t r a t e d i n I 9 l 4 , %;rhen t h e 
\ i r h o l e S e c o n d I n t e r n a t i o n a l ( f o r w h o s e g e n e r a l l i n e t h e E r f u r t P r o g r a m m e w a s a m o d e l ) , 
a b a n d o n e d p r o l e t a r i a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m ( w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f t h e B o l s h e v i k s a n d sora"-
i n d i v i d u a l s e l s e w h e r e ) a n d w r e t c h e d l y w e n t o v e r t o " t h e i r o w n " i m p e r i a l i s t b o u r g e o i s ­
i e s . . ' 

T h e i r r e j e c t i o n o f t h e M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t t e a c h i n g o n t h e s t a t e - e v e n w h e n g e n u i n e 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y s o c i a l i s t s a s L u x e m b o u r g a n d L i s b k n e c h t - s h o w e d , b y t h e i r o w n a n d t h e i r 
f o l l o w e r s d e s t r u c t i o n , t h a t d e f e a t i s c e r t a i n u n l e s s t h e e x a c t r o l e o f t h e s-tete i s 
f u l l y g r a s p e d f r o m a i ' I a r x i s t s t a n d p o i n t a n d i t i s o r g a n i s e d a g a i n s t o n a L e n i n i s t 
p r i n c i p l e . 

T h e f o l l o w i n g i s E n g e l s ' l e t t e r t o K a u t s k y ( 2 9 t h J u n e , 1 8 9 1 ) a c c o m p a n y i n g E n g e l s ' 
c r i t i c i s m s o f t h e d r a f t E r f u r t P r o g r a m m e ; t h e s e c r i t i c i s m s w e r e n o t p u b l i s h e d u n t i l 
. 9 0 1 . 

" I h a v e e s c a p e d h e r e f o r a f e w d a y s a s t h e w o r k d r i v i n g i n u p o n me w a s g e t t i n g t o o 
m u c h . I w a s h a p p i l y i m m e r s e d i n g r o u p m a r r i a g e w h e n t h e P a r t y P r o g r a m m e d e s c e n d e d 
u p o n me d e m a n d i n g t o b e d e a l t w i t h . I n i t i a l l y , 1 w a n t e d t o c l a r i f y t h e i n t r o d u c t ­
o r y p a s s a g e s ( d e a l i n g w i t h a p p r o a c h a n d p r i n c i p l e s ) , b u t l a c k o f t i m e p r e v e n t e d me 
f r o m d o i n g t h i s . A l s o I c o n s i d e r e d i t m o r e i m p o r t a n t t o a n a l y s e t h e p a r t l y a v o i d a b l e 
a n d p a r t l y u n a v o i d a b l e d e f i c i e n c i e s i n t h e p o l i t i c a l s e c t i o n , a s t h i s a l l o w e d me t h e 
o p p o r t u n i t y o f r e a l l y a t t a c k i n g t h e m i l k - s o p o p p o r t u n i s m o f Vor^^^^u•ts ( S D P ' s o f f i c i a l 
d a i l y p a p e r ) a n d a t t h e o p t i m i s t i c , r i g h t e o u s a n d r o s y n o t i o n o f t h e f r e e ' g r o w i n g 
o v e r ' o f o u r f i l t h y m e s s i n t o ' s o c i a l i s t s o c i e t y ' . S u b s e q u e n t l y 1 h a v e h e a r d t h a t y o u 
a v e p r o p o s e d a n e w i n t r o d u c t i o n t o t h e m ; s o m u c h t h e b e t t e r . " 
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J O H N L E S L I E : T h e P r e s e n t P o s i t i o n o f t h e I r i s h Q u e s t i o n ( 1 8 9 4 ) l O p 
J A M E S C O N N O L L Y : T h e N e w E v a n g e l l O p 

M a r x a c h a s L e n i n e a c h a s l e P A D R A I C 0 C O N A I R E ( a g u s s c r i b h n e o i r i e i l e ) 7-|-p 
T u a i s c e a r t n e h E i r e a n n a g u s a n G h a e d h i l g .. .. .. - l O p 

B 8. I C O B O O K S , 
1 0 A t h o l S t r e e t , 
B E L F A S T , B T 1 2 4 G X 
N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . 

A d d 1 0 % o f t o t a l l i t e r a t u r e o r d e r f o r p o s t a g e ( m i n i m u m 3 p ) . 
( S p e c i a l r a t e s f o r o r d e r s f r o m o u t s i d e U n i t e d K i n g d o m . ) 

U n d e r £2 l i t e r a t u r e o r d e r - n o n e 
£2.00 t o £15 " " - 1 0 % 
O v e r £15 " " - 1 5 % 

S p e c i a l r a t e s f o r B o o k s h o p s , 

L o n d o n : B 8, I C O , 
1 3 8 L o r d s h i p R o a d , N 1 6 OQL 

B e l f a s t : B 8. I C O B o o k s , 
1 0 A t h o l S t r e e t , B e l f a s t 1 2 

N. W a l e s : B & I C O , 
3 0 b H o l y h e a d R o a d , B a n g o r , C a e r n s 

D u b l i n ; A t t h e p r i n t e r s : I r i s h C o m m e r c i a l O f f s e t , 
2 6 E s s e x Q u a y , D u b l i n 8 
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