


28 PEOPLE’S CHINA

tasks:

(1) It must organize and give leadership to the
workers in rehabilitating the country and developing
production. This is of primary importance to the
interests of the working class. It is also the most
fundamental task of the Chinese trade unions.

In public enterprises, trade unions must do their
utmost to enhance the sense of responsibility among
the working masses who are now masters of these
enterprises. They must encourage the workers to
raise the productivity of their labour, to improve
the quality of their products, and to reduce the costs
of production so that the state may aceumulate more
capital with which to expand production,

In private enterprises, trade unions must cor-
rectly enforce the policy of ensuring benefits to both
labour and capital. The development of production
will inerease the national wealth and speed up the
industrialization of the country, thus creating the
material conditions for transforming present-day
China into a socialist -state.

(2) Trade unions must become the pillar of the
people’s democratic government. They must organize
and educate the masses to support the government.
They must set an example in abiding by the law,
and they must help reform those who do not faith-
fully carry out the laws of the state. They must
stand on guard against sabotage and other disturb-
ances caused by Kuomintang agents.

At the same time, they should gradually select
and send their best cadres among the workers to
take part in the work of the government at various
administrative levels, thus consolidating the leader-
ship of the working class in the government and
gradually overcoming bureaucratic tendencies in
government bodies,

(3) Trade unions must proteet the interests of the
working class and help the workers improve their
livelihood. They must first draw up labour protee-
tion laws, such as a labour insurance law and a
factory law, and then submit them to the Central
People's Government for enactment. In cooperation
with the government’s financial and economie
agencies, they should formulate a nationwide unified
wage system based on “payment aceording to work
done,” thus safeguarding the workers’ minimum
living standards and stimulating production.

At the same time, in public enterprises the trade
unions must oppose bureaucratic misinterpretation
of the state laws, while in private enterprises, they
must oppose excessive exploitation of the workers
by the capitalists in violation of the law. They
must also initiate all possible kinds of medical and
welfare work in order to help the workers solve
their difficulties and better their living conditions.

(4) Trade unions must intensify their educational
work along political, cultural and technical lines.
They must draft concrete measures for providing
the workers with the necessary facilities and op-
portunities for study, requesting the people’s gov-

ernment for assistance in ecarrying out these ﬁ
measures. At the same time, they must strengthen
education on internationalism among workers. They Jk
must help the workers learn about the experiences
of workers in the Soviet Union and about the re- ;
solutions and directives of the World Federation of
Trade Unions, In this way, the Chinese working
class will be a staunch fighter in the international
democratic camp.

(5) In order to carry out the above-mentioned
tasks, the Chinese trade unions must first of all
organize, expand and consolidate their own organiza-
tions, This means that they must overcome all
forms of “closed-door” policies. They must spare
no effort in enlarging trade union membership so
that they will become truly mass organizations, em-
bracing all employed workers in the country.
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In This lssue:

At present, in conformity with the need for
unified nationwide planning in the sphere of political b A -
and economic reconstruction, the All-China Federa- ;&.‘é Ch.na Tackles “er Flnanclal PrOblems
tion of Labour must center its work around the HU - l.
establishment of national industrial unions. It must 2 L f
simultaneously strengthen its leadership over the &} e ; Y an g P el—hS|n
regional trade unions, especially those in large cities, — »

because only through such regional organizations @) 1
can the practical daily work among the rank-and-file

a5l .} - :
. g prises be effectivel - | Sp dy
;:;ntcl;lzdi:'actm ies and other enterprises effectively % g Chlnese Agrlcu ture ln ee
. t Erd s - - -
activ?i;’erseo:rf T‘; s::un(:irie:sistowsu;u:r rres;]uteelyu:i}o: Re hab ll ltatlon

rect the system of discharging one’s duty by

merely making appointments and issuing orders .

from above. Instead, we must carry out elec- Tlen HUO-nung
tions for all trade union positions, and draw all

trade union members into the work of their

organization on the basis of voluntary and class- £ ] C -t l
conscious participation. Thus, the broad masses of New peklng the peop e S apl a
our membership will acquire the realization that '

trade unions are really their own organizations. Only 4 2

in this manner can trade unions gain great prestige -_— Fe| HSlaO-tung
among the working masses and fulfill their colossal

task of organizing and leading the vast working

masses to participate actively in state, economic and

cultural construction.

There are still many difficulties lying across the
path of the Chinese workers’ advance. This is be-
cause China’s revolutionary war has not yet been Editorial:
completed; because all types of reconstruction work
are still in the initial stages; and because imperial- . - .
ism and the remaining reactionaries within ourpcoun.. U- s- 'mperla’IStS Ne Ver Learn
try are still putting up a final struggle, trying to
hamper the liberation of the Chinese people by
means of blockade and destruection.

Nevertheless, we are firmly convinced that the l
Chinese working class, under the leadership of the VO].
Chinese Communist Party and of Chairman Ma 1
Tse-tung, will, with the most resolute, heroic ang February 1, 1950
militant spirit, unite the people of the whole coun-
try in order to surmount these difficulties and ad-
vance steadily toward the goal of Socialism.














































