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PUBLICATION NOTE

Comrade Zhou Enlai was a great Marxist and proletarian revolu-
tionary and an outstanding lecader of the Chinese Communist Party
and the People’s Republic of China. Throughout the long course
of China’s democratic revolution, socialist revolution and socialist
construction, he applied the universal truth of Marxism to solving
China’s practical problems in many fields, such as to building the
Party, political power and the army, work in the enemy-occupied areas
and in our own base areas, united front and diplomatic work, and
economic and cultural work. He made brilliant contributions to the
formation and development of Mao Zedong Thought.

To meet the needs of readers in their study of Marxism-Leninism
and Mao Zedong Thought and the history of the Chinese revolution,
we have edited and are now publishing the Selected Works of Zhou
Enlai, which consist of two volumes. The first volume includes works
before and the second those after the founding of the People’s Republic
of China.

Comrade Zhou Enlai wrote many articles, documents, letters and
telegrams and made numerous important speeches. However, under
the difficult conditions prevailing in wartime, many of these were
lost. We have tried our best to collect those writings and speeches
which are still extant. We include in these volumes the most important
ones, many of which have not been published before.

Writings which were published during Comrade Zhou Enlai’s
lifetime or which exist in manuscript are reproduced here in their
original form with a minimum of changes in language or of corrections
of errors of fact. Records of speeches have been edited. To assist our
readers, editorial and explanatory notes have been provided. Each
editorial note is placed at the bottom of the page on which an article
begins, while the explanatory notes come at the end of cach volume.

Editorial Committee on Party
Literature, Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China

June 24, 1980
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THE CHINESE COMMUNIST PARTY IN THE
PRESENT POLITICAL STRUGGLE

December 11, 1926

Since we are firm in the belief that the present political struggle
has only one goal — to overthrow the semi-feudal forces' and realize
democracy — there are those who wonder why we need an active
Communist Party in addition to the Kuomintang.” They assert that
so long as there is an active Communist Party, there are bound to be
conflicts and an eventual split with the Kuomintang.

Much has been said and written about this problem over the past
three years. The following comments are necessary solely to further
strengthen our present political struggle and to enhance the solidarity
and mutual understanding of the revolutionaries.

1. The national revolution is the common way out for all the op-
pressed classes of China. Nevertheless, in the course of the revolution,
each class has its own aims and, particularly when democracy is in the
process of being realized, each has its own interests to pursue. Since
interests differ, it is natural that the working class and the peasantry,
being the most oppressed, should have the Communist Party, which
works especially for their interests, to serve their cause and be their

In the winter of 1926, as successive victories were being won in the Northern
Expedition and the worker-peasant movement was making rapid progress, the right-
wing forces in the Kuomintang stepped up their counter-revolutionary activities and
aroused sentiment against Kuomintang-Communist co-operation and the worker-
peasant movement. Right opportunists in the Chinese Communist Party, with Chen
Duxiu as their leader, became frightened and, not daring to uphold leadership by
the proletariat, began to yield and make concessions to the Kuomintang right-
wingers. It was in these circumstances that this article was written and published in
issue No. 37 of The People’s Weekly, organ of the Guangdong-Guangxi Committee of
the Chinese Communist Party.

13
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vanguard. A Communist Party serving the workers and peasants and
guiding them onto the path of national revolution will in no way hinder
the Kuomintang in its leadership of the various classes working for
the revolution. On the contrary, both parties will benefit by comple-
menting and supporting each other in their practical work.

2. Though the national revolution is the common aim of all the
oppressed classes, the proletariat is the most uncompromising revolu-
tionary class in the prolonged struggle, while the national bourgeoisie™
is inclined to compromise and the petty bourgeoisie often vacillates.
To achieve national liberation and democracy, the recal goals of the
national revolution, we must rely on the proletariat, together with the
peasants and handicraft workers, to urge the petty bourgeoisie and the
national bourgeoisie forward in an uncompromising struggle against
our enemies. Hence, the Communist Party, which serves the workers
and peasants, works solely to lead their revolutionary forces in promot-
ing the cause of national revolution and to guard against the adverse
effects of the other classes’ tendency to compromise. Such activities
can only benefit the Kuomintang, which is now leading the national
revolution, and enhance its revolutionary character; there is no danger
whatsoever of conflicts or a split. For if there were conflicts, they would
be conflicts between the masses of revolutionary workers and peasants
and a bourgeoisie that was compromising with the imperialist enemies;
if there were a split, it would be a split between an alliance of the
revolutionary left wing of the Kuomintang and the Communists on
the one hand and the right wing that was abandoning the revolution
on the other. Since the Kuomintang is revolutionary and is in the
leading position in the national revolution, it has no reason to worry
about such conflicts or such a split. Moreover, facts prove that since
the May 30th Movement,’ the revolutionary workers and peasants,
and especially the workers, have persisted in their anti-imperialist
position and their strike tactics, and have time and again clashed with
those members of the bourgeoisie who have attempted to compromise
with the British imperialists. Following the assassination of Liao
Zhongkai,” the left wing of the Kuomintang fought in alliance with
the Communists against those involved in the assassination and those
opposed to communism, the Soviet Union and the worker-peasant
movement. Thereupon, many persons who had abandoned the revolu-
tion broke away from the Kuomintang’s ranks. This was not at all
harmful to the national revolution or the Kuomintang; on the contrary,
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the revolutionary forces became more united, and the national
revolution made the progress that we see today.

IT

Having said this, we must still make our position more concrete.

1. The aim of the Communist Party in leading the workers and
peasants in the national revolution is to overthrow foreign imperialism
and the semi-feudal forces in China, and its demands cannot go bevond
the limits of democracy. But when the capitalists suppress the just
demands of workers for some improvement in their standard of living,
or when the landlords rally all the traditional forces to wreck the
peasants’ liberation movement, the Communists must stand with the
workers and peasants and struggle to the end to emancipate them
from their miseries. In striving for democracy, the Communists are
on the side of the workers and peasants and naturally give greater
urgency to their struggles and demands than others do. This is not
overstepping the bounds of the national revolution, but promoting it.

2. As we know, the sole purpose of the national revolution is the
liberation of present-day China; at the same time our revolution is a
component of the world revolution. Therefore, while we agree that the
revolutionary Kuomintang is the leading force in the national revolution
and that members of the Chinese Communist Party must join the
Kuomintang to carry on the common struggle, it does not follow that
the Chinese Communist Party has lost its identity and should no longer
have any independent views. The fact that the Kuomintang has
established an alliance with the Communists and that members of the
Communist Party have joined the Kuomintang shows the close relation-
ship between the two parties and the leading position of the Kuomin-
tang. Hence, the Communists, while supporting the Kuomintang and
the National Government, should nevertheless put forward the polit-
ical and economic demands of the workers and peasants, within the
limits of democracy, and press the Kuomintang government to fulfil
them one after another.

3. It has been our earnest hope that the Kuomintang might be a
revolutionary party without left-right divisions, but things have not
turned out as we wished. The national revolution is being carried out
by an alliance of several classes, and their differences in character, as
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reflected in the Kuomintang, naturally give rise to factions. The Kuo-
mintang right wing has obviously been active in opposing the
Communists, the Soviet Union and the workers and peasants and in
collaborating with the forces of tradition, while its left wing has res-
olutely worked for the national revolution and the realization of
democracy by pursuing the three revolutionary policies of alliance with
Russia, co-operation with the Communist Party and support for the
interests of the workers and peasants. Faced with these diverse
tendencies ever since Dr. Sun Yat-sen reorganized the Kuomintang,
the Communists have consistently joined forces with the left wing
in waging both ideological and practical struggles against the right.
At the same time, the Communists have always hoped that the right-
wingers would fully grasp the meaning of democracy and gradually
turn to the left, and that loyal members of the Kuomintang would all
become left-wingers. This being our position, we have never wanted
to split the Kuomintang, still less to prevent it from becoming wholly
revolutionary.

4. For the three reasons stated above — concern for the interests
of the workers and peasants, the aim of the Communist Party in the
political struggle and the hope placed on the Kuomintang — we must
openly express our views. Marx said, “The Communists disdain to
conceal their views and aims.”” Therefore, in the course of propagating
communism, we must constantly make public our political views. Of
course, under the Kuomintang government, our political views and
criticisms are all well-intentioned; we hope that it will accept them,
for they are fundamentally different from the hostile criticisms and
disruptive propaganda of the imperialists, warlords and semi-feudal
forces. Comrades in the Kuomintang may choose to equate such
well-intentioned criticisms with the rumour-mongering and attempts
to sow discord engaged in by the imperialists and reactionaries.
Or, ignoring the facts, they may consider that those who protest the
illegal acts of government officials and military officers and criticize
erroneous measures taken by the Kuomintang government are libelling
the entire Kuomintang and sabotaging the National Government. [f
so, they will be levelling arbitrary accusations against the innocent.
For example, in recent months there have been several cases of govern-
ment officials and military officers oppressing workers and sabotaging
the peasant movement. When we criticized these law-breakers and
when the workers and peasants made demands, it was in the hope that
the Kuomintang government would punish the guilty parties so that
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its own policy towards the peasants and workers might be upheld.
Even the National Weekly, a publication of the left-wing comrades in
the Kuomintang, has said, “Under the Kuomintang government no
official should fail to assist the peasant-worker movement and to make
it serve the revolution. Our party should certainly not have members
who sabotage or underestimate the peasant-worker movement. The
government under our party should exercise iron discipline in handling
these cases.... It is our constant hope that the party will win the peo-
ple’s confidence and support, but unfortunately, all that these party
members in power have done is to alienate them; how distressing this
is!” “... We are concerned lest the party lose its popular backing or
even be destroyed. This has been the constant worry of the ‘defenders
of the party’. A gradually awakening people cannot be pushed to act
blindly in the name of revolution; still less can we be so hypocritical
as to cheat an organized people with unrealistic promises. No, we
cannot do that to them. At present, when there is an urgent need for
the people to get to know our party, such acts of sabotage will not only
alienate the pcople but help persons like Cheng Geng, whom you
condemn, to come forward and gain popular support. And this will
only damage the party. If you mean to kill all the Cheng Gengs, how
are you going to do it? It would be an endless task. These are the
facts, and they are very disturbing.” How can our criticisms be con-
sidered excessive compared to criticisms as severe as these? In the
past three years all kinds of rumours, fabrications and disturbances
having nothing to do with us have been attributed to Communist
agitation and trouble-making. We have had our fill of that. Comrades
in the left wing of the Kuomintang have also been the targets of many
unjust accusations. What is the point of refuting them? So long as
our revolutionary comrades in the Kuomintang understand the position
from which we make our criticisms and so long as they continue to
struggle, the national revolution will surely triumph in the end.

Finally, let us loudly proclaim;:

All revolutionaries, unite!

All oppressed classes, unite!



ON TAKING PROMPT PUNITIVE ACTION
AGAINST CHIANG KAI-SHEK

April 1927

Guo Moruo has come’ and told us that the wrecking of Kuomintang
party headquarters and of trade union offices in Jiujiang and Anqing
and the slaughter of the people there® were directed by Chiang Kai-
shek himself. There have been almost 400 casualties in the recent mass
killings and individual arrests and executions of Communists in Ningbo,
Hangzhou, Nanjing and Shanghai.” Chiang has closed Kuomintang
party headquarters and trade union offices, dissolved a municipal
government, forced workers to surrender their arms, made a deal with
the imperialists and Chinese bankers to float a loan of ten million yuan,
organized a gang of assassins consisting of hired thugs and agents from
the foreign “concessions”,”” and set up scab unions. He is oppressing
the workers, wooing the bourgeoisie, consolidating his political power
and getting control of sources of revenue in order to be able to under-
mine the allegiance of impoverished left-leaning troops.

If, despite all his acts of betrayal, we continue to be indecisive,
secking to relax the tension by postponing struggle, Chiang will con-
solidate his regime in southeastern China and form cven closer ties
with the imperialists. Massacres have begun in Guangdong."” Chiang
is receiving 15 million yuan from Guangdong and Shanghai regularly
every month. He has expelled Xue Yue," Yan Zhong' and other left-
leaning officers and discharged or arrested all political personnel, thus
causing increasing anxiety among left-leaning troops. Even if the
Wuhan government continues the Northern Expedition and succeeds
in capturing Beijing and Tianjin, Chiang will have consolidated his
regime and many will follow his example; besides, who can be certain

A letter to the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party, also signed
by Comrades Zhao Shivan, Luo Yinong, Chen Yannian, Li Lisan and others.

18
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that the Japanese imperialists in north China will not provoke a direct
clash with the National Government? On the other hand, if the govern-
ment is resolute in taking punitive action and quickly dirccts its troops
to march on Nanjing, then the 2nd Division of the 3rd Army in Anging
can pin down the 7th Army in Wuhu on the southern bank of the Chang-
jiang River, and parts of the 2nd and 6th Armies, which are reported
to have already withdrawn into Anhui, may be used for flank attacks.
The 7th Army has no more than ten thousand men. Chen Tiaoyuan"
has only four regiments, which are still at the front and cannot casily
be recalled. If Wuhu fell, Nanjing would tremble. Only five divisions
arc at the direct disposal of Chiang Kai-shek. And since the dismissal
of Xue and Yan the Ist and 21st Divisions have lost most of their combat
effectiveness and are now stationed in Zhenjiang and Suzhou. De-
moralized by repecated defeats, the 2nd Division is now in Kunshan.
Only the 3rd and 14th Divisions remain in Nanjing; how would they
be able to resist a force sent east against them? Half the 40th Army
has crossed the Changjiang River, and it is by no mecans certain that
all the remaining troops will help Chiang. The 17th Army was seriously
defeated at Yangzhou while sacrificing itself for Chiang. The 14th
and 26th Armics both desire to oppose Chiang. When Nanjing
falls, Suzhou and Shanghai may be captured without fighting. There-
fore, in view of the over-all situation, there should be no further
political relaxation or compromise. A gross error has already been
committed in Shanghai following the uprising. If we again fail to go
forward, our power will be shaken in proportion as the enemy advances
and we retreat, and political leadership will fall entirely into the hands
of the right wing. That will not only dishearten the left wing, it will
also inevitably lead to the total failure of the revolution.

Moreover, there must be a plan for the military work in the South-
east, designations for the army units, persons to take charge and
arrangements for confidential communications, so that the left-wing
officers will have confidence in the central government.'* Please
discuss these matters fully with comrades of the left wing and give
us a reply.



ON FIRMLY ELIMINATING NON-PROLETARIAN
IDEOLOGY FROM THE PARTY

November 11, 1928

Comrades, the various incorrect ideas concerning the Party’s polit-
ical line are, of course, reflections of objective conditions. But their
existence can also be attributed in large measure to the fact that the
Party organization has not been Bolshevized and that much non-
proletarian ideology still persists. The Communist Party of China was
founded after the May 4th Movement' when there was no other
revolutionary political party, the Kuomintang being merely a clique
of bureaucrats and politicians. That was why many petty-bourgeois
radicals and even some bourgeois people joined our Party. Especially
in the period of co-operation between the Kuomintang and the Com-
munist Party, large numbers of petty-bourgeois elements joined. As
a result, the moment the revolutionary situation changed, many Party
members began to waver, became dispirited, or even betrayed the
Party, surrendering to the enemy and giving away comrades. After
the August 7th Meeting,” we raised the slogan “transform the Party”,
resolutely expelled all waverers from our ranks and reorganized the
leading organs. These measures did bring about a stecady strengthening
of proletarian ideology in the Party, and that is how it can become
Bolshevized. But to date, the Party organization still lacks a strong
proletarian base, and much petty-bourgeois ideology still exists. Par-
ticularly because peasants constitute 75 per cent of the Party membership,
there is fertile ground for the spread of petty-bourgeois ideology. To
Bolshevize the Party, it is necessary, first of all, to strengthen the

The fourth part of the “Letter to All Comrades”, published by the Central
Committee of the Party for the purpose of implementing the resolutions of the Sixth
National Congress of the Communist Party of China. This part was drafted by
Comrade Zhou Enlai, who was then head of the Organization Department under
the Central Committee.

20
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proletarian base, while at the same time continuing to transform the
Party organization and especially to combat resolutely petty-bourgeois
ideology. So after reviewing our political line, we must make a thorough
re-examination of mistakes in our organizational ideas.

First, the tendency towards ultra-democracy. In the past there
was a “patriarchal” form of organization in which the rank and file
mechanically obeyed orders from the Party and the lower Party organs
mechanically obeyed orders from the higher ones, so that there was
no life or vigour in Party activities. When the time came to transform
the Party, in many places the pendulum swung the other way, to ultra-
democracy. Party members would choose not to carry out the Party’s
decisions. Party branches would challenge superior Party organs if
the latter issued leaflets without first submitting them to the branches
for approval. Party members felt free to act without the permission
of the Party. This petty-bourgeois conception of unrestrained freedom
can bring about the disintegration of the Party organization or cven
its total collapse. There was also an incorrect conception of equality.
Take money for instance. It had to be distributed with rigid equality,
regardless of the circumstances or the importance of the work. Or
take personnel. The same number of cadres had to be selected from
cach region. This was an even more glaring manifestation of the peas-
antry’s egalitarian mentality, a mentality we must relentlessly eliminate.

Second, a mistaken understanding of the struggle against op-
portunism. The main thing in combating opportunism is to climinate
the opportunist political and organizational lines, but some comrades
indulge in attacks on persons and neglect the criticism of ideas. They
act as if opportunism could be eliminated by striking down a few
individuals! They just don’t realize how deep-rooted opportunism is
or understand that you cannot eradicate it by expelling a few individ-
uals. To be sure, in order to strengthen its own position the Party has
no choice but to expel incorrigibles with systematic opportunistic ideas.
But the main thing is still to criticize all opportunist ideas and ensure
that all the comrades in the Party reach a clear understanding. Only
then can the Party’s political line find a correct orientation. As for
seizing on someone’s weaknesses and exaggerating them because you
have a personal grudge against him, that is even worse: it is the
tactic of a politician, absolutely out of place in a proletarian Party.

Third, disputes caused by personal animosities. Opposition to
opportunism and putschism is extremely important politically, but as
soon as opposition to a particular kind of politics is turned into a
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personal attack, it becomes a muddied dispute involving personal
feelings. To attack another person, or reject criticism from him, or
speculate about his motives all because of personal feelings, without
examining his work and his opinions from the standpoint of the Party,
will create endless Party infighting and is a manifestation of petty-
bourgeois ideology at its worst.

Fourth, the factional tendency. The numerous factions in the Party
at present have been formed on the basis of cither personal likes and
dislikes or clan loyalties. A small minority who lust for power and
aspire to high office make use of these factions to attack their peers
or superiors, resorting to all the cheap, dirty methods of bourgeois
politicians and burcaucrats. This disgusting tendency is damaging to
the Party.

Fifth, the division between workers and intellectuals. It is wrong
to turn the struggle against opportunism into a struggle against in-
tellectuals. Quite a number of intellectuals stand on the side of the
proletariat, even though many waver. And among the proletariat
there are also quite a number who have lost their proletarian ideology
and whose thinking has been tainted by petty-bourgeois ideology.
Failing to understand this, many comrades relax their struggle against
petty-bourgeois ideology and instead concentrate on opposing individ-
uals of petty-bourgeois origin. This tends to divide the workers and
the intellectuals and adds to the disputes within the Party. It reflects
thinking that is still essentially petty-bourgeois.

Sixth, scepticism about the transformation of the Party. This
manifests itself in a lack of enthusiasm for recruiting new activists,
especially those from the working class. It also manifests itself in
persistence in outdated conceptions of organization, so that the Party
can never move beyond the “patriarchal” practice of making appoint-
ments by administrative command. In assigning jobs one trusts only
the few persons with whom one is personally familiar and not the new
activists who have emerged at the grass-roots level, especially worker
comrades. The result of this sort of thinking will be that the Party
organism will degenerate day by day, will never regain vitality and
will never be able to eliminate petty-bourgeois ideology.

Seventh, formalism in transforming the Party. Taking in workers
and peasants is an important way of transforming the Party. But in
applying it many Party organizations fall into the error of formalism.
They just seek out a few workers and bring them in without bothering
to educate them, or they arbitrarily set a percentage figure for the
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number of workers to be included in the leading organs. The only
result of such practices will be that things will still be run by the same
pcople, the intellectuals. Things have even gone to the absurd length
of a secretary-general exercising exclusive power. This procedure
for bringing in workers and peasants is completely meaningless.

Eighth, the mentality of an “employee” of the revolution. The
Party needs only a small number of professional revolutionaries to
take care of day-to-day Party affairs. As for members who work among
the masses, they can have close ties with them only when they work
for the Party without leaving their occupations. Yet there are some
comrades who have a kind of “employee” mentality. They demand
pay for their work; if no money is forthcoming, they won’t do anything.
Some Party workers in the branches demand subsidies too, so as to
have an equal share of the income. This is a serious error.

Ninth, regarding the Party as a relief agency. There are many
comrades who are poor and unemployed and have nobody to turn to.
They look to the Party for a solution to their problem of survival.
They don’t understand that the Party is not a relief organization, that
it works primarily among the masses and not in Party offices. It is simply
impossible for everyone to be assigned a job in the Party office. More-
over, if comrades go on quitting jobs in society instead of seeking
them, the Party will be cut off from the masses — how then will it
organize them and give them leadership?

Tenth, passivity. Many comrades waver in their thinking, and
when they can find no way out politically, or when they see inner-
Party quarrels arising from personal animosities or dissensions created
by factionalists who behave like politicians, they become disheartened
and stop being active. This is petty-bourgeois pessimism in every
sense of the term. Actually, the revolution is daily moving ahead. Once
a Party worker goes deep among the masses to sound out their senti-
ments, he will have no trouble keeping up his spirits. As for the Party
itself, it is alrecady a party of the masses. So long as all the comrades
arc united in resolute struggle, a handful of scoundrels will never be
able to undermine our organization. Passivity is a 1sign of deterioration.

Comrades, the petty-bourgeois ideology we have been talking about
is constantly damaging the Party organization and hindering Party
work. All comrades must strive to climinate petty-bourgeois idecology.

As instructed by the Sixth National Congress of the Party,' the
Central Committee will firmly carry out its resolutions, continue to
actively combat such erroneous tendencies as opportunism and putschism
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and, especially, will eradicate all petty-bourgeois ideology from the
Party. As for disputes within the Party, the Central Committee is
opposed to compromising them and papering them over. We must
firmly eliminate non-proletarian ideology. Only thus can we ensure
that all the comrades in the Party will unite and fight as one in the
spirit of Bolshevism.

Comrades, the Central Committee is determined to go on trans-
forming the Party organization. It will unhesitatingly combat the
tendency of certain comrades to indulge in personal infighting, re-
gardless of their standing in the Party or the quality of their work.
It will not tolerate one jot of petty-bourgeois ideology in the Party.
The Central Committee urges all comrades to take responsibility in
this matter, fight in unity and complete the Party’s Bolshevization.

The Central Committee puts forward the following guidelines for
the united struggle of all comrades in the Party:

First, strengthen the proletarian base of the Party. It is necessary
to expand its proletarian basc organizationally before we can strengthen
its proletarian ideology. The best way to Bolshevize the Party at
present is to go among the industrial workers, set up strong Party
branches in the factories, increase the percentage of workers in
the membership, concentrate our attention on strengthening our or-
ganizations in the country’s industrial regions and instil new vigour
into the Party.

Second, encourage political discussion in the Party and raise the
level of political understanding. Party organs at all levels should make
every effort to discuss all the Party’s political questions and to en-
courage all comrades to express their views freely on political issues.
At the same time we should strengthen political education in the Party
and raisc its theoretical level. This is the positive and correct way to
eliminate petty-bourgeois ideology.

Third, help Party members to find employment. The unemployed
comrades should do what they can to find jobs. Party organs should
help them in this. Those who have no occupational skills should learn
them and make special efforts to get into factories and become workers.
Comrades should help each other to find jobs. We should make Party
members go deep among the people and broaden the Party’s influence
among them rather than let them depend on the Party for a living; at
the same time they should keep it correctly informed of the opinions
of the masses, thereby making it a real party of the masses.
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Fourth, improve the activities of Party branches. Only Party
branches can get deep among the masses, carry on political propaganda
and agitation and organize the masses. Only Party branches can give
flexible leadership in the day-to-day struggles. If the higher Party
organs make general plans that are only bare outlines and issue prop-
aganda documents while the Party branches do nothing, there will
never come a time when the Party and masses are united. To be active
in the Party does not mean merely to listen to political reports and
pay membership dues. The most important thing is to discuss the
political problems of a particular locality and the work to be done
there. Every unit, no matter how small, whether it be a factory, a
school, an army barracks, a village or a neighbourhood, has its own
particular political setting and requires its own particular method of
work. We must become familiar with the actual conditions in each
unit before we can correctly apply Party policy. This is the task for
every comrade as well as for every Party branch. We must fully carry
out this task if the branches are to become the rallying points for the
masses and the Party members the leaders of the masses.



SOME QUESTIONS CONCERNING
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE WESTERN
HUNAN-HUBEI SOVIET AREA

March 17, 1929

When Comrade Lu Dongsheng'’ came at the end of last year, he
brought us your report. We studied it immediately and wrote to in-
form you about the resolutions of the Sixth National Congress'® on our
Party’s general political line, the present situation confronting the
revolution and the main tasks of guerrilla warfare. By now you must
have received the letter we sent back with Comrade Lu.

Your letter of January 17 has been received. We learn that, un-
daunted by difficulties and despite hunger and cold, you have led
the officers and men in courageous armed struggle, mobilized the
masscs on a considerable scale, seized large quantities of enemy
weapons and wiped out several contingents of the reactionary militia.
You were quite right to do all this.

In reply to vour letter, the Central Committee gives the following
instructions.

I. Insurrections. An insurrection is a direct action taken by the
armed masses at the peak of a revolutionary struggle to overthrow
the reactionary class and seize political power. At present, an im-
mediate revolutionary situation does not exist in the country as a
whole. Therefore, armed insurrection by the workers, peasants, soldiers
and the urban poor to seize power is only a propaganda slogan. Of
course, it is not impossible for day-to-day struggles for survival to
grow into armed struggles, or even into insurrections to overthrow
the political power of the landlords and establish Soviet regimes in the

A letter drafted for the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party
to convey instructions to Comrade He Long and the Front Committee of the Western

Hunan-Hubei Soviet Area.*’’
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rural areas. There are cases in which this has happened. Although
Soviet regimes in Haifeng and Lufeng, Qiongya, Wan’an, Huang’an
and Liling have failed,” the progress of the agrarian revolution®™ in
the countryside prompts the peasants to move from day-to-day strug-
gles to armed insurrections. Therefore, instead of preventing the
peasants from undertaking direct insurrectional actions, we should do
our best to lead them in their spontancous uprisings and to help them
expand their armed struggle. In this way they will become increasingly
clear about the idea of overthrowing landlord rule in the countryside
and setting up rural Soviets and increasingly eager to make it a reality.
We should see to it that their struggles are gradually co-ordinated with
urban activities and are led from the cities. Only this kind of peasant
insurrection will be a genuine creation of the masses and, as such, will
be able to persist, mobilize the masses in increasing numbers, gain their
support and establish Soviet political power through direct mass action.

Regarding the mass struggles under your leadership, if the landlords
ruling the countryside have not yet been shaken and become panicky,
but still have a large armed force with which to suppress you and if,
on the other hand., the masses have not yet reached the point where
they are demanding the confiscation of the landlords’ land but are
only asking for small improvements in their everyday life, if they have
not even gone into action to resist usury, exorbitant rents and grain
levies and if they have not yet been broadly mobilized, then such
struggle, even in the form of armed conflict, would still be guerrilla
warfare and not armed insurrection to establish rural peasants’ regimes.
You should be able to make this distinction.

2. Guerrilla warfare. We see from the battles of Jianshi and
Hefeng' that you mobilized the masses, suppressed the despotic
landlords and disarmed the reactionary militia and police. All this
accords with the principles of guerrilla warfare and is correct. But
guerrilla warfare above all requires tight organization and close ties
with the masses. Certain undesirable tendencies that appeared in some
places in earlier guerrilla warfare may recur and should be noted.
First, the tendency towards isolation from the masses, so that the
masses remain totally unaware of the fact that guerrilla wars are meant
to mobilize them for agrarian revolution. Second, the tendency to
destroy cities and to burn, kill and loot. This tendency reflects the
psychology of the lumpen proletariat, and it can jeopardize the growth
of the Party’s influence among the masses in general and even among
the workers. We must spare no efforts to eliminate this mentality in the
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Party. Of course, the Party should give active leadership to the peasants’
struggle to overthrow the landlords and the evil gentry and to weaken
the counter-revolutionary forces. Third, the tendency towards loose-
ness in organization. The main tasks of guerrilla warfare are to imple-
ment the slogans of the peasants’ struggle, to wear down the strength
of the reactionaries and to build up the Red Army. Of course you
understand all this and are working for it. As for the confiscation of
land, the Sixth National Congress has changed the slogan of confiscat-
ing all land to that of confiscating the land of landlords and giving it
to the peasants. You must also take note of this in your work.

3. Party and mass organizations in the guerrilla areas. Wherever
our guerrillas go, Party organizations must of course be set up and
mass organizations expanded so as to promote the mass struggle and
spread our propaganda. But in an exhilarating revolutionary
atmosphere, it’s very easy to make all our organizations public when
some should still remain underground. Once the guerrillas leave, the
organizations collapse. Sometimes, all the revolutionary people are
sacrificed during the ensuing White terror when reactionary troops
comb the countryside. It is as if we were informing against ourselves.
This mistake has been made in guerrilla warfare in many places, so you
must be on guard against it. Wherever they go, the guerrillas must tell
the local Party organs and revolutionary mass organizations to keep
their work secret and be prepared to continue it when the Red forces
are being suppressed under the White terror.

4. Party organizations and Party training in the guerrilla forces.
So long as you feel it facilitates work, it is all right for you to form a
Party branch under the Front Committee to take charge of Party organ-
izations in the army as a whole. Among the troops under Zhu De and
Mao Zedong the Party takes the company as a unit. There is a Party
branch in each company, with Party groups under it and regimental
and battalion committees above it. With a Party organization in every
company, there is Party guidance in times of both peace and combat.
Pecople who have come from the Zhu-Mao area say that they feel this
form of organization is good. You may draw on their experience when
you build up the Party in your own forces. Another thing you should
bear in mind is that Party organizations in the Red Army must be kept
secret. On the question of training, both Party training and Party
discipline reinforce army discipline. Naturally, military training in the
Red Army must not be the same as in the warlord armies, where dis-
cipline is mechanical and maintained by coercion. In our army, Party
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members should win the support of the rank and file by setting good
examples. To ensure this, Party training should be mainly educational,
the Party organization should raise the political consciousness of its
members, and comrades with greater understanding should help those
with less, so that the ordinary run of comrades will observe discipline
of their own accord. In training and educating its members, the Party
should use simple theory and plain facts to enhance their class
consciousness and revolutionary spirit, so that they will not only
strictly observe military discipline themselves but also become models

0

for the other soldiers. Regarding the case of Yang Weifan,” according
to your report, Yang has made quite a number of mistakes, and your
decision to expel him from the Party is correct. However, in training
comrades in the future, special attention should be given to education.

5. The present political situation and the path you should follow.
The conflicts which have been brewing among the different cliques
within the reactionary ruling classes are heating up and are about to
explode into a war between warlords. The Central Committee has
issued two political circulars,” giving the details of the present political
situation and our tactics for dealing with it; copies will be sent to you,
so we will not dwell on this question here. Although the political situa-
tion offers you a good opportunity to expand operations, your forces are
weak and the Party and mass organizations in the western parts of
Hunan and Hubei are still inadequate, so it would be difficult for you
to attempt much expansion at this time. You say in your letter that the
Red Army plans to move to the lower rcaches of the river, the future
target being Changde in western Hunan or Yichang in western Hubei.
This plan is still too ambitious and impractical. At present your
attention should be focused not on capturing big citiecs but on
mobilizing the masses in the countryside to deepen the agrarian revolu-
tion. Therefore your main task remains to expand the guerrilla areas
and mobilize broader sections of the people. You should not attempt
what is beyond your strength (you should especially bear in mind the
strength of the masses, and not just the strength of the armed forces)
by trying to take key industrial and commercial cities.

6. The question of where to expand. Not being fully clear about
the actual conditions in the western parts of Hunan and Hubei, we
cannot tell you specifically into what areas you should carry your opera-
tions. In principle, the best places for guerrilla warfare are those
where rural class contradictions and struggles are the sharpest, where
Party and mass organizations are fairly well organized and where
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supplies are abundant and the terrain rugged. But it is not easy to
find places with all these conditions; you must consider the actual
circumstances and select the places that offer the greatest number of
favourable features.

7. The question of dispatching military personnel. Knowing that
you are short of qualified military personnel, we have long meant to
send you a number of comrades proficient in military work. However,
we have not managed to send anyone yet owing to difficulties in com-
munications and the uncertainty of your whereabouts. Later, when
it becomes possible, we will certainly do so.



HOW TO STRENGTHEN THE PARTY’S
ORGANIZATIONAL WORK UNDER
THE WHITE TERROR

March 25, 1929

In view of the changes that have taken place in Party organizations
throughout the country, the Central Committee has recently made a
decision concerning the Party organizations in Shanxi Province, which
can be explained as follows:

1. During the year and a half since the meeting of August 7,1927."
Party organizations in various provinces have again and again been
destroyed and innumerable cadres have lost their lives under the White
terror. Instances of Party members giving themselves up, informing
against comrades and betraying the Party have gradually spread from
south to north and to Party organs at higher levels throughout the
country. As a result, the Party’s working class foundation has been
steadily eroded, Party organizations have become increasingly divorced
from the masses and cut off from society, and many of those at higher
levels are becoming mere empty shells. Therefore, Party organs
from the Central Committee down to the Party branches, though
still in existence, now function at very low efficiency. And in some
cases, when Party organs above them are repeatedly destroyed,
local Party organs have but one solution: they ask the Central
Committee to send cadres to reconstitute them. In the past,
the Central Committee did send people to the provinces for this
purpose. But not only was it impossible to push the work forward and
establish new contacts, even what had been achieved was gradually lost.
When higher organizations were set up without a sound basis, they were
very easy to detect before they had begun work, and so they were de-

A letter of instruction drafted for the Central Committee and addressed to the
Party Committee of Shunzhi and to Comrade Waang Ming.”
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stroyed time and again. Besides, the existence of these nominal Party
organizations encouraged the erroneous tendency among comrades to
depend on them and ignore mass work at the grass roots. The Central
Committee has therefore decided that only after local organizations are
in place and have made progress in the work in their areas can a higher
organization be set up, and that this must be done by the local units
themselves. From now on, wherever lower organizations have not
begun work or have been destroyed, the main line to follow is that
leading comrades should look for jobs in factories, in the countryside
or in other places, carry on activities among the masses and then
reconstitute old Party organizations or form new ones. It is only on
this basis that Party organizations can be restored or established. If
an organization at the higher level is first set up before the groundwork
has been laid, it will have no solid foundation and will be able to do
nothing but establish personal contacts with a few jobless and socially
isolated comrades who are drawn around it. The greater the number
of such people, the harder it is to restore and build a grass-roots foun-
dation for the Party, and the more the organization is separated from
the masses and cut off from society. Eventually it will exist in name
only and be of no practical value.

2. If we apply this line to Party organs in the North, it becomes
clear that a provincial Party committee for Shanxi is the last thing we
need at present. If it is formed nonetheless, it will inevitably become
an empty shell. In his letter, Comrade Waang Ming suggested dis-
patching a number of cadres to Taiyuan. The result of such a move
would surely be what has been described above. A Party organ at the
provincial level that was only an empty shell would gather around it
many comrades who would cut themselves off from society, and this
would seriously obstruct our work among the masses. Therefore, the
Central Committee has decided that no Shanxi Provincial Party Com-
mittee will be established now, that local work should be resumed and
progress made first and that work in Shanxi will proceed under the
guidance of the Party Committee of Shunzhi.”

Local work should be consolidated first in the key areas, such as
Taiyuan, Yangquan, Jiangzhou, Yuci and the counties in southern
Shanxi east of the Huanghe River (relations with Datong are to be
established by comrades in charge of the Beiping-Suiyuan Railway
arca). The first step is to look for comrades in those arcas who have
social ties and to establish a foundation for Party organizations. During
the initial period after work has been resumed, you should not attempt
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to seek out too many old contacts or new recruits, but should emphasize
quality, making sure that each plays his role. The focus must still be
on industrial workers; in arcas where there are no such workers, you
should try to recruit handicraft workers and farm labourers and im-
poverished peasants in the countryside. As for intellectuals, you must
try to find socially active ones. Those who isolate themselves from
society, are afraid of coming to grips with it and do not make serious
efforts to find jobs will be of no use to the Party, even though they may
have been comrades in the past. The more you admit these rootless
persons, the likelier it is that Party organizations will remain restricted
to a small circle cut off from society. If that happens, no social founda-
tion — no class foundation — can be established for the Party.

If only a few comrades are found in places like Taiyuan and Yuci,
they should begin their inner-Party activities in a Party branch.
Naturally, you should carry out your main work in the light of the last
letter from the Central Committee to Shanxi. You should concern
yourselves with the sufferings of the masses in daily life, arouse their
enthusiasm for everyday struggles, lead them into action and, at the
same time, train our fighters in this arduous work. If in each place we
have comrades who can conceal themselves well among the masses and
lead them in their struggles, even though they are few in number and
there are only one or two workers’ Party branches, these branches will
become the key organizations carrying out the work in Shanxi. A local
Party committee at the county or municipal level can be set up only
after several Party branches are consolidated in a given area. Such a
committee should be established on the basis of several Party branches
that have a mass following and social connections, and most leading
posts at the county or municipal level should be held by comrades
with regular jobs. Only thus can you ensure that the committees
will not be isolated and ineffectual. Where several Party branches
exist but no county or city committee has yet been set up, a com-
paratively strong Party branch may be designated as a special
branch to direct the work of the others. Party committecs of key coun-
ties and cities should give guidance to organizations in neighbouring
counties.

3. From what has been said above, it follows that there is no need
to concentrate in Taiyuan a part of the comrades already in Shanxi.
Even in Taiyuan, all you can do is look for those comrades who have
regular jobs or are determined to find them, and have them restore
Party activities and establish a foundation for Party organizations.
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The Party Committee of Shunzhi should act according to the
instructions in this letter and should write to Comrade Waang Ming
asking him to come to Tianjin for consultation. You should plan at
once to send somecone to make the rounds of the key arcas and find
comrades with regular jobs to resume Party work there. After seeing
this letter, Comrade Waang Ming should proceed immediately to the
Party Committee of Shunzhi for discussion.

You must not neglect the work in the seven counties east of the
Huanghe River.” During the present spring famine, the main struggle
is undoubtedly to expand the campaign to borrow and distribute the
landlords’ grain, but greater efforts should be made to direct that
struggle against the landlords themselves. It is especially important
that the struggle of the peasants should not stop with this campaign or
with the refusal to pay debts, but that it should develop into a con-
tinuous struggle against the landlords. Only when the struggle is
steadily widening in scope and minor victories are continually being
won can the peasant movement go deeper and the agrarian revolution
begin in the North. This is very important, and we hope you will bear
it in mind in guiding the work in the seven counties.

As for the movement to win over soldiers from the enemy side and
the work among bandits and the reactionary militia, we hope you will
also give instructions to the Special Committee for those counties in
accordance with the work plan of the Central Committee.



THE ARREST AND MURDER OF COMRADES
PENG PAIL YANG YIN, YAN CHANGYIT
AND XING SHIZHEN

September 14, 1929

The imperialists and the Kuomintang are always collaborating to
suppress the masses of workers and peasants and massacre revolu-
tionary leaders. Particularly in the sprawling, foreign-dominated
metropolis of Shanghai, tens of thousands of lives have been crushed
under the iron heel of the imperialist gangsters and Kuomintang
warlords since the Incident of April 12, 1927.%° At this very moment,
thousands of workers, peasants and revolutionary fighters are serving
life sentences in the prison in the foreign concessions, Caohejing Prison,
the Public Security Bureau and the garrison headquarters.

With the increasing danger of world war, the continuing war
between the warlords and the growing mass struggles, the imperialists
and the Kuomintang have intensified their collaboration and are com-
mitting greater barbarities against the revolutionary masses and the
Chinese Communist Party, their revolutionary vanguard. Peng, Yang
and the other comrades murdered in a plot hatched jointly by the
imperialists and the Kuomintang were the victims of one such barbarous
attack.

Comrades Peng Pai, Yang Yin, Yan Changyi and Xing Shizhen
were arrested around 4:00 p.m. on August 24, 1929.” As though
dealing with some formidable enemy, armed policemen belonging to
the imperialist forces and Chinese detectives from the Public Security
Bureau drove several red armoured vehicles to the home of the traitors
Bai Xin and his wife in the western part of Shanghai. After posting
their men inside and outside the lane, they climbed the steps and made

An article published in Red Flag Daily, organ of the Central Committee of the
Chinese Communist Party, August 30, 1930,
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the arrests, proving that they were acting on precise information. They
arrested five persons whose names they had on a list (Comrade Zhang
Jichun® was also taken in along with Peng, Yang, Yan and Xing) but
ignored Bai Xin and his wife. This done, they searched under Bai Xin’s
bed, where they found some revolutionary publications, such as The
Bolshevik, the Red Flag,” and circulars of the Central Committee of
the Communist Party. The five comrades were at once pushed into the
waiting vehicles by the police and detectives and driven straight to the
Xinzha Police Station. Newspapers were forbidden to report the in-
cident, so the masses knew nothing about the arrest of their leaders.

August 25th was a Sunday and the provisional court was not in
session. When the court opened on the 26th, the judge, an imperialist
lackey, and the representative of the Public Security Bureau put up a
show of legal proceedings. The result was a decision to turn the pris-
oners over to the Chinese Public Security Bureau. At the hearing, only
the five arrested comrades were present. Their photos had already been
taken on the day of their arrest, and they were now called by name and
questioned one by one. Obviously, the traitor Bai Xin had secretly
provided evidence of their identity. They were removed to the Public
Sccurity Burcau in the city under guard and in armoured vchicles.
Information concerning the hearing and the transfer of the five appeared
in that day’s evening papers, but their real names were not disclosed.
Their identity was deliberately concealed by the ruling class in order
to forestall strong, direct resistance by the masses.

The five comrades were interrogated that very evening at the
Public Security Bureau, but to no avail. On the other hand, they im-
mediately began spreading propaganda in the house of detention, which
greatly impressed many of the security guards. On the afternoon of the
27th, interrogation was resumed and lasted four or five hours. When it
came to Comrade Peng Pai, someone came forward to give evidence
as to his identity, which Comrade Peng openly acknowledged. Asked to
give his personal history, Comrade Peng spoke impassionedly for over
an hour. He began with his work in the peasant movement in Haifeng
and Lufeng before he joined the Party and continued until he had
described the establishment of Soviets there. When he started talking
about the punishment of counter-revolutionaries in Haifeng and Lufeng,
Comrade Peng Pai addressed the interrogator personally in a loud
voice, saying, “We wiped out countless counter-revolutionaries like you.
There’s no need to ask me any more questions. Take me out and shoot
me.” The interrogator was visibly moved. When Comrade Yang Yin
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was questioned, he too openly admitted his personal record. On
returning to the house of detention after the interrogation, the five
comrades sang The Internationale together, showing their common
hatred of the enemy and affecting all within carshot.

After the second interrogation, the Public Security Bureau was so
afraid something might happen that it moved the prisoners to the
garrison headquarters on the morning of the 28th. That very evening,
an attempt was made on Chiang Kai-shek’s life, and those of his guards
who were under suspicion were taken to the headquarters. All the
people there, from Xiong Shihui” at the top down to those in the
Judicial Section, were in a hurry-scurry. The arrested guards were
cruelly tortured, but though they were covered with blood and their
bones were broken, no one revealed who was behind the attempt.
Because of this incident, the five comrades were not questioned again
for three days (from the 28th to the 30th). They were simply locked up
under heavy guard in the house of detention, their hands and feet
shackled in clanking chains. During these three days, they lost no
opportunity to conduct propaganda among the other prisoners and the
soldiers stationed at the headquarters. When Peng and Yang and the
other comrades touched upon matters close to the soldiers” hearts,
some of them beat their breasts, wept and swore that the Kuomintang
warlords had to be wiped out. At stirring moments in their speeches,
the comrades sang The Internationale and The Song of the Young
Pioneers,”” while the soldiers and prisoners shouted slogans in response,
so that the gloom and despair of the prison were replaced by animation
and militancy. Some prisoners who had turned to robbery out of
poverty were so moved that they declared the only way out for poor
pecople was to follow the Communist Party. Some persons who had
been imprisoned as suspected revolutionaries became even firmer in
their conviction that revolution was the only path. Other imprisoned
comrades remarked that the five were true leaders of the Party and had
sct an example for them to follow. Some people who had long since
heard of Peng Pai rushed to see him when they learned that he was
there. And there were others who had known Peng Pai in the past
and were proud of it.

Once they entered the garrison headquarters, the five comrades
understood that they were to die. Accordingly, most of the letters they
smuggled out of the prison were in fact testaments. They enjoined
their comrades in the Party not to grieve over their arrest but to con-
tinue to work hard for the revolution. They urged important leading
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comrades to take care of themselves for the sake of the Party. They
expressed the hope that the Party would pay more attention to educa-
tion, conducting inner-Party struggles against the opposition faction
so as to teach the whole Party. They also discussed many political
questions during their conversations together. Unfortunately, the con-
tent of their discussions never got beyond the prison walls. They all
talked and laughed cheerfully as if nothing had happened. Comrade
Yang Yin once said with a smile, “Having learned the right way to
live at dawn, one is ready to face death at dusk.” Their last words to
their wives were to encourage them to work hard for the Party.

On the 30th, the provisional court suddenly issued a formal sub-
poena ordering them to appear in court for review proceedings. To go
through this formality, the five comrades were escorted under heavy
guard from the headquarters to the court in the afternoon. Their escort
consisted of a platoon of soldiers, a number of detectives from the
Public Security Bureau, several headquarters adjutants and policemen
from the foreign settlement carrying two sub-machine-guns. The court
held a special session from which the public was excluded. The ques-
tions and answers were merely a repetition of those at the previous
sitting. The statements of the judge and of the imperialist consul and
the lawyer from the forecign settlement police station who were assisting
him were all very vague. None of them indicated precisely what crimes
Peng, Yang and the other comrades had committed. Although the
lawyer for the defence said a few words, neither the judge nor the
others paid any attention. When the final verdict was read out, it was
not even possible to hear it. It was not until the four comrades had
already been shot that an English-language newspaper in Shanghai
published the verdict sentencing them to eight years’ imprisonment.
The judicial review was clearly nothing but a farcical masquerade
staged jointly by the imperialist robbers and the Kuomintang warlords.
They wanted to deceive the masses with legal procedures but were very
much afraid that the masses might learn the truth. Actually, the revolu-
tionary masses had long ago ceased to believe in their damnable laws!
Who knows how many people the imperialists and the Kuomintang
have assassinated or executed on trumped-up charges since the April
12th Incident in 19277 The rivers of blood from the massacres have
already turned the workers and peasants Red. They have but one
thought now: to answer the White terror with the power of mass
struggle, and to hell with the laws!
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After the trial by the provisional court, the five were immediately
sent back to the garrison headquarters under armed escort. On the way
from the courtroom to the prison van, Comrade Yan Changyi raised
his fist and shouted, “Long Live the Communist Party!” The five com-
rades exchanged glances and smiled. Upon arriving at the garrison
headquarters, they were first taken to the house of detention, where a
meal with wine had been prepared for them. The five comrades knew
that the time had come; not one would accept this wretched “charity”.
About an hour later, Comrades Peng Pai, Yang Yin, Yan Changyi and
Xing Shizhen were led off to be executed. The four comrades gave a
final impassioned speech to the soldiers and prisoners before going out
of the prison door singing The Internationale and shouting slogans. The
soldiers and prisoners were choked with tears and even the prison
guards turned their faces away from the scene. The execution was
carricd out secretly right inside the garrison headquarters — an
unprecedented event in Xiong Shihui’s term of office. One can imagine
how much importance the enemy attached to the case and how great
was their fear. The shots which killed the four comrades were heard
faintly by those inside the prison. One prisoner killed a chicken and
offered it in sacrifice to the souls of the dead, so sincere and profound
were his feelings. The four comrades intentionally left behind three
articles of underclothing as mementoes. They are the sole remaining
objects belonging to the deceased. After the execution, the headquar-
ters had their bodies buried secretly so as to destroy the evidence. But
even though the revolutionary masses are unable to sce the remains of
their heroic leaders, their valiant exploits will shine forever in the
memory of the people, a light that can never be extinguished.

After the five comrades were arrested, the Central Executive
Committee of the Kuomintang in Nanjing received a report from the
Shanghai Municipal Headquarters boasting of its success. The Com-
mittee’s telegram in reply ordered Xiong Shihui to carry out the
execution immediately. Since these lackeys were already fully occupied
with the case of the attempted assassination of Chiang Kai-shek, the
execution was carried out with even greater haste than usual.

In present-day China, where class struggle is so intense, in-
numerable revolutionary fighters and leaders have died under the
enemy’s overt and covert attacks. Of course this is incvitable in a
revolution and it is the price we have to pay for success. It takes wave
upon wave of advancing revolutionary fighters to open up the great
road to victory. The death of each revolutionary, whether on the
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battlefield or in the rear areas, has immense significance. The deaths of
revolutionary leaders, in particular, are an imperishable contribution
to the struggle. They inspire millions of hearts, generating a tremendous
driving force and firing the enthusiasm of the entire oppressed people
to sweep forward together towards the flames of revolution. There-
fore, we should not shed tears of sorrow for our martyrs. Rather, we
should carry out their behests with a greater determination born of our
indignation and march straight ahead along the path of struggle
crimson with their blood!

The death of the four martyrs, Peng, Yang, Yan and Xing, is a
tremendous loss to the Chinese revolution and the Chinese Communist
Party. Revolutionary leaders emerge from the masses, tempered through
innumerable struggles and victories. It takes only a few minutes for the
enemy to destroy such revolutionary leaders, but we cannot train new
leaders so fast. Therefore, when the enemy destroys us physically, it
is the most cruel and vicious method of suppressing the revolution. The
only way to counter it is to devote ourselves to intensifying mass
struggle, so that we can eliminate the enemy’s White terror and
massacres, hastening victory in the revolution and the end of enemy
rule. Only thus can we redeem today’s losses! Only thus can we carry
out the behests of the four martyrs! And only thus can we, the oppressed
classes, fully avenge ourselves upon the hated enemy!

The Kuomintang and the imperialists resort to secret intrigues and
underhand methods to attack the revolution and murder its leaders.
Our reply, the reply of the revolutionary people, is different. It must
always be open, undisguised class struggle. This is the weapon with
which we will defeat the enemy. For it is precisely through open
struggle that we will win over the masses. And it is precisely through
the strength of the masses that we can destroy the enemy. The Kuomin-
tang and the imperialist gangsters, with their intrigues and murders, will
be wiped out — exterminated — through this open class struggle, once
and for all.

Fellow workers, pecasants, soldiers, toilers! Fellow revolutionary
vanguard fighters! The revolutionary spirit of the martyrs will never
die! Our efforts will never cease! Let us march forward along the path
stained crimson with the blood of the martyrs! Forward! Forward, to
final victory in the revolution!



DIRECTIVE FROM THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE
OF THE CHINESE COMMUNIST PARTY
TO THE FRONT COMMITTEE OF
THE FOURTH ARMY OF
THE RED ARMY

September 28, 1929

To the Front Committee of the Fourth Army and comrades of the whole
army:

Comrade Chen Yi has arrived™ and given a detailed account of
everything. After studying his oral and written reports, the Central
Committee has decided to give the Front Committec the following
instructions.

THE PRESENT STATE OF THE INTERNECINE WARS
AMONG THE WARLORDS

After the wars between Chiang Kai-shek and the Guangxi warlords
and between Chiang and Feng Yuxiang,” it appeared that the Chiang
clique’s Nanjing government had emerged victorious and that the
bourgeoisie’s political influence had somewhat increased. In reality,
however, the contradictions which led to the fighting are daily inten-
sifying instead of being resolved. As a result, the conflict that was
brewing between the other warlords and Chiang has now broken out
again. The clash of interests among the imperialists has sharpened, as

A letter drafted by Comrade Chen Yi for the Central Committee of the Chinese
Communist Party on the basis of several talks with Comrade Zhou Enlai and a
Central Committee meeting. The letter was read and approved by Comrade Zhou

Enlai. Some passages have been omitted from the letter.
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witness the U.S. imperialists’ aviation contract with China,™ the
British imperialists’ naval agreement with China,” the Japanese im-
perialists’ redoubled efforts to implement their Manchu-Mongolian

36
plan,

and the imperialist powers” military deployments in China. The
Chinese Eastern Railway issue’ was a blatant manifestation of the
imperialists’ concerted plot against the Soviet Union; it was a problem
they had to scttle before plunging into war. The fierce clash among the
imperialists is the main cause of the warlords” interneccine wars. No
real benefit was reaped by the bourgeoisie in the Chiang-Guangxi
warlord and Chiang-Feng wars. Although the feudal forces on one
side were weakened, those on the other came out stronger. That
is the inevitable predicament of the bourgeoisie, which is so weak that
it must curry favour with the feudal forces to consolidate itself. The
attempt of the bourgeoisie to play one feudal force off against the other
not only failed to resolve the contradiction between the two classes but
became another cause of war among the warlords. Faced with the ac-
celeration of China’s drift towards economic bankruptcy and with the
financial needs of their massive armies, the warlords, egged on by the
imperialists, have to scramble for territory and money, and this has
driven them towards war. These three contradictions are the causes
of the warlords” internecine wars which cannot resolve them. On the
contrary, each war only aggravates them. The present warlords’
war against Chiang™ is a continuation of those between him and the
Guangxi warlords and Feng Yuxiang, and now that it has erupted, it
will continue to expand. Without an insurrection by the workers,
peasants and soldiers, there is no way to resolve the contradictions
making the warlords fight among themselves. This we must clearly
understand.

At present, the Chiang Kai-shek clique are holding counter-
revolutionary political power in Nanjing. Recognized by the imperial-
ists, they want to monopolize the “right” to sell out the national in-
terests and, moreover, they want control of finances and of important
munitions factories along the lower reaches of the Changjiang River.
Naturally they bring on themselves attacks from all sides, and a nation-
wide anti-Chiang alliance of the other warlord cliques has come into
being. Aside from Zhejiang Province, which is comparatively united
under the Chiang clique, the other provinces all have anti-Chiang forces.
Chiang’s personal force nominally consists of nine divisions, of which
some were formerly under other warlords. At the same time, members
of the Reorganization Clique™ have been active among Chiang’s troops,
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so there certainly are anti-Chiang elements among them. These are
Chiang’s weak points. But those opponents of Chiang who take the
reformist theory™ of the Wang Jingwei-Chen Gongbo clique as their
banner do not have a power centre. Substantial anti-Chiang forces
are scattered throughout the southern provinces, and apparently the
Reorganization Clique could make use of them, but each has its own
bagful of sinister designs. For instance, Zhang Fakui and Yu Zuobo
both want to take Guangdong Province, but neither wishes to be the
other’s subordinate. The warlord cliques of Feng Yuxiang, Tang
Shengzhi and Zhu Peide all want to take Nanjing and Wuhan, but
their interests clash. In the North, the Yan Xishan and Zhang Xueliang
cliques, recognizing that they cannot rule in Nanjing, have always
wanted to establish the central political power in Beijing and are not,
therefore, very enthusiastic about supporting the Reorganization Clique.
Meanwhile, each clique has some members who have been bought over
by Chiang; the fact that Yan organized his forces on an exclusive basis
has something to do with Chiang’s behaviour. Inside Zhang Xueliang’s
northeastern clique there is a struggle between the new and the old
factions.” Since the deaths of Yang Yuting and Chang Yinhuai,” the
new faction has been much weakened and Zhang Xucliang can no long-
er easily control the old faction, which is loyal to the Japanese imperial-
ists. That is why Zhang is eager to move into areas south of the Great
Wall. After the Chinese Eastern Railway Incident, he was openly at
odds with Chiang. All these facts indicate that the warlords are in-
capable of coexisting in peace and are trying to squeeze each other out.
The Zhang Fakui Incident™ was obviously the opening shot in the
Reorganization Clique’s campaign against Chiang, and it is possible
that the Wuhan war*’ and the Guangdong-Guangxi war against
Chiang may expand and become national in scale. If Chiang wins
temporarily, that will not bring an end to war, which will certainly con-
tinue. If the Reorganization Clique wins, the number of independent
regimes under petty warlords will increase. When warlords fight each
other, it can be for two purposes only: to win counter-revolutionary
political power that will make it easier for them to sell out national
independence and interests, and to seize territory so that they can in-
tensify the exploitation of the workers and peasants. This is true of
both sides, whether they are for or against Chiang. The Party should
adopt a policy of working for the defeat of all the belligerents in the
warlord wars. The mobilization of the masses against the warlords
must be tied up with their day-to-day struggles. The correct way to
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put an end to the fighting among warlords is through worker, peasant
and soldier insurrections.

We should not attach too much significance to the wars among the
warlords, indulging in vain dreams that we can take advantage of them
to undertake large-scale operations and neglecting the many practical
tasks in the day-to-day struggles of the masses. In particular, the Red
Army should never forget the possibility that the enemy may launch
“joint suppression campaigns” against us. Mceting such actions must
be the constant concern of the Red Army, and we must not become
slack and careless just because war has broken out among the warlords
or worried when it comes to a temporary halt. We must understand that
the warlords’ “joint suppression campaigns”™ against the Red Army are
bound to meet with difficulties, that they will often have to be aban-
doned, and that, if anything, they will offer us opportunities for growth.
But we should not on this account ignore the possibility of a joint attack
or be unprepared for a hard fight. Heretofore the Front Committee has
judged the stability of the existing regime by the actions of the warlords
in the neighbourhood of the Red Army. This method of analysis is not
correct. The Front Committee must pay full attention to correcting the
narrow view of those military comrades who think that in the revolu-
tion the Red Army is all that matters. To judge the entire revolutionary
situation simply on the basis of the circumstances in which the Red
Army finds itself is far from adequate and will certainly lead to
mistakes. The three “joint suppression campaigns” carried out by the
warlords against the Red Army so far all had a double significance:
they were joint attacks on the revolutionary forces of course, but they
were also preparations for their own internecine wars, because they had
to get the Red Army out of the way in order to consolidate their rear.
That was true of the joint attack on us by the Hunan-Jiangxi-Guang-
dong warlords and also of the recent attack by the Fujian-Jiangxi-
Guangdong warlords. Of course, when Chiang sent Liu Heding to
Fujian® not long ago, he did it in order to attack Zhu and Mao, but
he also had in mind the elimination of Zhang Zhen." So each faction of
the Fujian army was on guard against the others, and cach tried to
shift the burden of attacking the Red Army onto the others. In face of
the conflicts between Chen Mingshu and Chen Jitang® and between
Chiang and the warlords of Guangdong and Guangxi, the Guangdong
army is hastily pulling its troops out of Fujian. After Zhu Peide lost
his territory in Jiangxi* and Wang Jun® was transferred to Bengbu, Jin
Handing™ found himself isolated in southern Jiangxi. He has now
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joined the Reorganization Clique and for the last few months has been
assuming a defensive posture towards the Red Army. This is the true
picture of the “joint suppression campaign” against us by the warlords
of the three provinces. The Red Army should maintain its spirit of de-
termination, comprehend the situation of the enemy in its totality and
unite with the broad masses to defeat the enemy’s “suppression cam-
paign”. It should never hesitate or hang back merely to avoid losses.
The Red Army has come into being at a time when the reactionary
regime is heading for collapse and the agrarian revolution is making
progress; the vastness of China’s territory is another condition in our
favour, as your previous painful experience has proved. Now we have
the Red Army in the countryside, and later we will have political power
in the cities. This is the characteristic of the Chinese revolution. It is a
product of the Chinese economic base. Whoever has doubts about the
need for a Red Army does not understand the reality of the Chinese
revolution and has liquidationist ideas. If liquidationism is latent in the
Red Army, it will be particularly dangerous, and the Front Committee
must be firm in struggling against it and eliminating it through education.
As the present reactionary regime moves towards collapse and in antic-
ipation of a nationwide revolutionary upsurge, it is correct for the Red
Army to conduct guerrilla warfare mainly on the borders of Guangdong,
Hunan, Jiangxi and Fujian provinces. But we must pay attention to
co-ordinating the Red forces of these four areas. The Red Army should
try to win the support of the masses by actively helping them in their
struggle. With the masses of the people rallied around it, the Red
Army will find it easier to grow and to overcome all its difficulties.

THE BASIC TASKS AND PROSPECTS
OF THE RED ARMY

The basic tasks of the Red Army at present are mainly as follows:

(1) To mobilize the masses in struggle, accomplish the agrarian
revolution and establish Soviet regimes.

(2) To carry on guerrilla warfare, arm the peasants and expand
the Red Army.

(3) To extend guerrilla areas and our political influence
throughout the country.
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Were the Red Army incapable of performing these tasks, it would be no
different from any other troops. In the last two years the Fourth
Red Army has accomplished part of these tasks and has had great
influence on political developments throughout the country. It has
proved that the ruling class is weak in the countryside and that the
revolutionary forces can survive and grow. The tremendous significance
of the Fourth Army cannot be denied, and if it continues to work hard,
it will undoubtedly become one of the motive forces of a national
revolutionary upsurge. Comrades of the Fourth Red Army must un-
derstand the importance of their own work.

Whether or not the Red Army should try to hold on to independent
enclaves in given arcas is a question you are often confronted with.
Until the political power of the ruling class has crumbled and a revolu-
tionary upsurge has occurred, the Red Army should adopt the tactic of
engaging in constant guerrilla warfare. To stay in one area or try to
hold on to some district, secking to maintain an independent regime
there, is not only impossible but certain to result in defeat, as our ex-
perience of political power in the Luoxiao mountain range has taught
us. The case will be different when our political power extends to the
territory of one or more provinces. Then, of course, it will be possible
to build a growing or at lecast a stable base because we will have an
economic foundation adequate for self-support. To sum up, the political
power or guerrilla force in the countryside should be a fighting unit
spreading guerrilla warfare in every direction. Conservatism will end
in failure. On the other hand, the decision to seize political power in
all of Jiangxi Province in one year is also wrong.

THE AREAS IN WHICH THE RED ARMY SHOULD
OPERATE AND ITS STRATEGY

The Red Army should go wherever it is possible for the struggles
of the masses to develop and should help promote such development,
so that local revolutionary struggles may be deepened. If the army
always stays in the border regions between provinces, regions where
no struggle is going on, its political impact will be reduced. We should
push guerrilla warfare where the enemy is weak militarily, or where
White power reigns in the countryside, so as to drive out reactionary
power and mobilize the masses to rise in struggle. Enemy forces that
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are smaller than ours must be resolutely exterminated, or we will not
be able to expand our forces or arm the masses. We must never tolerate
the tendency to conserve strength by watching and waiting for something
to happen. Of course, we should never pit a small force against a
strong enemy in a life-and-death battle, in situations where we cannot
be sure of winning without heavy casualties and the enemy can withdraw
at his leisure without our getting his arms. This reckless approach to
fighting is of no use in guerrilla warfare. But we should never waver
in the belief that we must surround the enemy and capture his weapons
to arm ourselves. The Red Army can never grow without tempering
itself in struggle. If we try to avoid fighting, we will lose many good
opportunities for growth. These are key points concerning the growth
of the Red Army and we should always bear them in mind.

The question of whether to divide or concentrate our forces in war
was once discussed by the Party organizations at various levels in the
Fourth Army. Some erroneous ideas that emerged were that the Red
Army should be divided, that after a division of forces there was
no need to maintain contact and that concentrating our forces would
present too large a target. Whether to divide or to concentrate forces
is only a question of which is more advantageous at a particular time.
The Fourth Army must definitely not be divided into several columns
without any unified chain of command; that would be not to divide
our forces but to disperse them. Neither should it be broken down
into innumerable small, unconnected guerrilla bands. These are both
liquidationist ideas arising from an incorrect evaluation of the politi-
cal situation and from the fear that if the reactionary forces become
stabilized, the Red Army will be wiped out. They reflect a Rightist
inclination to make ecach unit a less conspicuous target and to leave
it to look out for itself. This tendency is most detrimental to the
development of the Red Army and to its political impact on the
country. The main tasks of the Fourth Red Army in this period are
both to engage in guerrilla warfare in order to expand its own forces
and to concentrate its strength so as to implement the Party’s political
slogans and rally the masses in struggle. The division of forces to
carry on guerrilla operations under centralized leadership is a principle
that must not be changed. But when the troops are divided, they must
maintain close contact and co-ordination and guard against being
crushed by the enemy one by one. Over the past two years, the Fourth
Red Army has concentrated its forces to carry on the struggle and
has surmounted all kinds of crises. Such hard-won experience should
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not be taken lightly by any of our comrades. Of course, if we keep
the whole army concentrated for action, it becomes an unwieldy unit
and there arc difficulties in marching, camping, provisioning and so
on. But these are mostly technical difficulties. We must never, on
their account, give up centralized leadership, which is essential, or
ignore the great political influence that a concentrated force has on
the country as a whole.

As for the general question of tactics, those mentioned in the
letter from your committee — advancing in waves, circling and harass-
ing the enemy, and the tactics embodied in the sixteen-character

formula*®’

— should be applied according to concrete circumstances
and should not be sect down as principles. In its two years of struggle,
the Front Committee has acquired much useful experience to draw on,

and the Central Committee need not give rigid instructions.

THE RED ARMY AND THE MASSES

In the past, the Front Committee has neglected the day-to-day
struggles of the masses in the areas reached by the Red Army. The
Red Army is the concentrated expression of our class strength.
Landlords flee at the news of its approach. Under its military protec-
tion, the courage of the masses redoubles. Naturally, they are engaged
in military or political activities, but the Party must never neglect
the many unsolved problems of their daily life. However, the Party
has overlooked this question in the Soviet areas. When passing through
places where the masses have not yet been aroused, the Fourth Red
Army should not only raise political slogans but also look closely
into the daily needs of the masses, and then lead them through their
cveryday struggles for a better life to political and even armed struggle.
The masses themselves need this kind of struggle, not just the mobiliza-
tion of military strength or daring exploits by a few brave people.
Such struggle will unite the broad masses around the Party. We should
lay particular stress on this when helping in the work of the local Party
organizations.

When the Red Army arrives in an area, it should not only make
contact with the local Party organizations, but should also establish
close relations with mass organizations, such as the trade unions and
peasant associations, by holding meetings with them. It should consult
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them and collaborate with them in political work, propaganda and
actual struggles, and not act alone or simply issue orders. Only if
it proceeds in this way can the Red Army spread its political influence
among the workers and peasants and increase their confidence in their
own organizations and the effectiveness of the latter. If the masses
have not set up their worker and peasant organizations, it is especially
important to help them do so.

The Red Army should help the masses to establish and develop
Soviet regimes and to build the foundations of their own political power
through all kinds of struggle. The authority of the peasant associations
must be enhanced; all problems must be taken to them for solution so
as to pave the way for setting up Soviets. For example, all political
proclamations must be signed and issued jointly with the peasant
associations. This will raise their prestige and strengthen the con-
fidence of the masses in their own political power.

The Fourth Army has devoted much effort to mass work. How-
ever, we wish to draw special attention to the following important
points. (1) Investigation must be undertaken in earnest. In the past,
many of the data collected through investigation were left unused
becausc there was no one to compile the statistics. That is a great
pity. The Front Committee should assign somecone especially to do
this work. If well done, it will play an important part in helping us
to understand life in China’s countryside and to take tactical decisions
in the agrarian revolution. (2) Every effort should be made to spread
our propaganda. It should not be confined to the Red Army’s guerrilla
areas; we can send letters to the big cities to reach the masses and
thereby exercise greater influence. (3) Organizations opposing im-
perialism or supporting the Soviet Union, farm labourers” unions and
other provisional organizations that are generally helpful to the rev-
olution are all very important, and every means should be used to
establish them. (4) The suppression of counter-revolutionaries must
be accomplished through mass organizations, so that the work will
have mass significance. This work must be donc more thoroughly.
(5) As for the raising of funds, again the mass line must be followed.
The Red Army should not undertake the task alone. Although at
this point the mass organizations cannot shoulder the burden of sup-
plying the Red Army, it will be helpful to raise funds through them.
Sometimes, the Party and the Red Army may collect contributions
from among the masses when circumstances require it. In particular,
the Red Army should solicit supplies through extensive propaganda



50 ZHOU ENLAI

among the masses, in order to spread its influence. In budgeting
expenditures, we should give consideration to the mass organizations
and consult them on the allocations. Most of the expenditure should
be for mass work and certainly not for the Party apparatus, for that
would breed corruption in the Party. (6) There are still many incor-
rect views in the Fourth Army regarding arming the workers and
pecasants, so this work has not been well done. Good guns arec not
issued to the local forces; all the bad ones are given to the peasants.
This practice separates the masses and the Red Army into two
categories, and it suggests a basic lack of faith in the strength of the
masses. It must be understood that the Red Army and the worker-
peasant armed forces should complement and not cancel each other.
It is true that in some arcas the masses have not yet risen, so it would
be of little use to give them arms. Or if the Red Army does not have
enough guns to go around, it is all right not to give the masses any
for the time being. But when it is necessary to issuc guns, we must
correct the old wrong tendency. Also, it is important to send people
to train the peasant army.

THE ORGANIZATION AND TRAINING
OF THE RED ARMY

1. The question of expanding the Red Army. The expansion of
the Red Army is of the utmost importance to its survival. “Expand
the Red Army” should be a widespread slogan deeply impressed upon
the army and the masses. The line to take in its expansion should
be to seck help from the masses in the course of their struggle. Wher-
ever the Red Army goes, it should call meetings to publicize the im-
portance of its expansion and encourage the masses of workers and
peasants to volunteer. At the same time, if there is a chance to capture
enemy arms, it shouldn’t be allowed to slip by.

2. The class composition and source of the Red Army. The
source of recruits for the Red Army is the vast impoverished peasantry.
It is truc that the impoverished pcasants display a very pronounced
non-proletarian ideology. But the only way to combat peasant ideology
is to build up proletarian ideology and make it predominate. There
is no point in cherishing the illusion that the peasant ideology in the
Red Army can be changed by taking in a large number of workers
right now.
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3. Organization and internal structure. The Red Army is com-
manded by the Front Party Committee. The committee issues calls
in the name of the army headquarters or the political departments.
For the moment this is all right. But when the Soviet areas®™ are ex-
panded, councils of representatives must be convened to establish Soviet
regimes in the border regions of several provinces, and it should be
made clear that the Red Army is under their command. This will
remove the defect of its being just the army of the Party and make
the masses look upon it as their own class army. We need not put
this idea into practice immediately, to avoid producing an organization
in form only. We should wait at least until work expands in western
Fujian, southern Jiangxi and the area along the Dongjiang River, and
joint conferences can be held. So far as the internal structure of the
Red Army is concerned, the most important thing is that it should
facilitate guerrilla activities. The units of command should not be
too numerous, and military organizations and their names need not
be restricted to a fixed form.

4. The Party representative system. The name “Party representa-
tive” should be immediately abolished and replaced by “political
commissar”. The commissar’s responsibility is to supervise administra-
tive work in the army, consolidate political leadership, countersign
orders, and so on. The secretary of the Front Committee may act
concurrently as political commissar in the army, but the political
commissar does not have to be head of the political department.

5. The soldiers” committee. The Fourth Army’s Soldiers’ Commit-
tee has done good work and its organizational line is quite correct.
Its job is to supervise army economy, take part in managing army
life, educate the soldiers politically and work among the masses.
Its relationship to the military organs is that it makes suggestions
through reports but cannot intervene directly. In case of emergency,
the political commissar has the right to disband the soldiers’ com-
mittee. He can attend soldiers’ committee meetings as an advisor.
Although these rules give our soldiers’ committees much greater power
than was enjoyed by those in the Russian Red Army, they are suited
to our own Red Army during the present period of guerrilla warfare.
But it should be noted that there must be limits to democracy in the
army, or it will be detrimental to military operations.

6. Political work. It is all right for corps and columns to have
political departments and for the battalions and companies to have
only political commissars. Their responsibility within the army is to
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take charge of political education and, outside it, to conduct political
propaganda, run local administrative affairs, mobilize the masses to
struggle and help mass organizations.

7. Military training. We must pay special attention to the Red
Army’s military technique and must never yield to peasant ideology,
which is incompatible with strict training and organization. The Red
Army can enhance its combat effectiveness only if it has a high level
of technique and strict training.

8. Democracy in the army. The Red Army is not an organization
like a trade union or peasant association. It is a combat organization
constantly locked in bloody fighting with the enemy. Its command
must be centralized. It is true that we should encourage the soldiers
through political education to act of their own accord, but the principle
of centralized command must not be shaken. Democracy can exist
in the army only under centralized leadership, the extent of democracy
being determined by the circumstances. It should not be without limit,
for that would hamper the consolidation of army discipline.

9. The question of admitting women into the Red Army. We
should encourage revolutionary women to join rural struggles but not
necessarily the Red Army. The Fourth Army has already solved this
problem. At the same time, the army should support the rural women’s
movement.

10. Discipline and punishment in the Red Army. We should see
to it that soldiers maintain discipline voluntarily. The power and
influence of the masses should be used against violators of discipline.
Corporal punishment must be resolutely abolished. The enforcement
of routine military discipline is left to your discretion.

THE RED ARMY'S SUPPLIES AND
THE ECONOMIC QUESTION

1. Obtaining supplies. The chief way to obtain supplies for the
Red Army is to confiscate the property of landlords, but in doing so
we must always follow the mass line, even in times of great pressure.

2. Fund raising. The main thing is not to encroach on the interests
of the workers, peasants and small proprietors. The Fourth Army has
done very well in this regard and its methods can be adopted by
other guerrilla troops.



CENTRAL COMMITTEE 'S DIRECTIVE TO FOURTH RED ARMY 53

3. Collecting contributions. This is one way to raise funds. The
Fourth Army can organize a committee among the masses to collect
contributions, especially from the rich peasants and the small and
medium-scale merchants.

4. Attitude towards small and middling merchants and towards
rich peasants. To carry out the Party’s political programme, facilitate
economic exchange between workers and peasants and further the
interests of the urban poor, it is correct not to confiscate the property
of small and middling merchants in the cities. But we must deprive
them of their political influence. Contributions should be collected
from rich peasants and from small and middling merchants, and care
must be taken lest they turn reactionary.

5. Supplies and other necessities for the Red Army. It is correct
to have abolished pay in the Red Army and to provide only pocket
money and money for food. The problem of obtaining other necessi-
ties can gradually be solved by following the mass line. Of course it
would be fine if the Red Army could manage to supply itself, but
relations between the army and the people will be closer if the latter
see to supplies and contributions.

6. Economic organization. Accounts for the Red Army’s supplics
may be audited by the soldiers’ committees. Expenditures for special
items do not have to be examined by the soldiers” committee, but
in future they should be authorized and audited by the organs of
people’s political power.

PARTY WORK IN THE RED ARMY

1. The Party can retain its present form of organization. The
number of Front Committee members should not exceed nine, and
there is no need to establish a military committee under it. Party
organizations in the army should be kept secret. They can be put in
the political departments. These organs should not have big staffs
but should let the pcople in the mass organizations do as much of the
work as possible. Generally speaking, battalion committees are not
necessary. Party groups directly under the higher Party committee
can be set up in the battalion headquarters. When a battalion operates
independently, its Party branch can be entrusted to direct it. But
that may be left to the Front Committee’s discretion.
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2. The Party’s working line. Insofar as possible, the Party should
try to command the army through the leading Party groups, and not
directly. It should direct military affairs through the army headquarters
and political work through the political department. Later, when
higher-level organs of political power are established, leading Party
groups will be formed to give them guidance. Clear distinctions must
be made between the Party, the military and the political systems.

3. The problem of centralization. All power in the Party is cen-
tralized in the Front Committee as the leading organ. This policy
is correct, and we must not deviate from it. The charge of “patriar-
chalism” must not be used undiscriminatingly to weaken the power
of the leading organ and to serve as a cover for ultra-democracy.
There is no doubt that in dealing with any question the Front Com-
mittee should first take a decision and then refer it to the subordinate
organs for discussion. It will not do to take decisions only after
soliciting agreement from subordinates or to delay decisions while
waiting for their opinions. To do so would weaken the power of the
leading organs at higher levels and have a bad influence on Party life
at the lower levels. It would be the height of ultra-democracy. In
the recent debate in the Party, your committee displayed this weakness.
This was a shortcoming.

4. Communist Youth League groups. The Youth League should
set up groups. The present practice of assigning adults to do youth
work and to form Youth League groups is not good. In the Red Army,
a distinction should be made between Party members and Youth
League members. A Communist Youth League group should be set
up in every company and be led by its Party branch. Youth sections
should be established under the Front and Column Committees
(nominally under the political departments) to plan and direct the
work of the Communist Youth League groups among the young people.
Moreover, wherever the Front Committee goes, it should help with
the local League work.

5. Arguments over organizational matters. The slogan “Let the
Party take charge of everything” is illogical in principle as well as
in practice. The Party only exercises political leadership through the
work of the leading Party group. The present system under which the
Front Committee has command over the army headquarters and the
political department is only provisional. The Front Committee should
not concern itself with everyday administrative affairs, which should
be handled by the administrative organs under the supervision of the
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political commissar. Rather, it should concentrate on giving guidance
to the Red Army’s political, military and economic work and to mass
struggles. The slogan “All work should come under the Party branch”
is correct, but it means that all work should be done through, not by,
the Party branch, and it does not conflict with the Party’s democratic
centralism.

6. Correcting wrong tendencies. These tendencies in the Red Army
include Right deviationist ideas (such as liquidationism, the notion
that the forces should be dispersed, the wish to desert and the desire
to reduce the size of organizations), the belief in ultra-democracy, and
the idea that the Red Army would not be able to survive if separated
from production. All these ideas are wrong and result from our
comrades’ low level of theoretical understanding and the lack of
educational work by the Party. If not eradicated, they pose great dan-
gers to the future of the Red Army. The Front Committee must firmly
weed them out.

7. The question of establishing a special Party committee for the
border areas. When the work of the areas bordering on several prov-
inces can be co-ordinated and jointly directed, a special Party com-
mittee can be organized. At present, there is still no need for it. If
our work expands, the Front Committee can assume the responsibili-
ties of a special committee, report to the Central Committee and ask
it to make appointments. Or a meeting of representatives of the
counties in the border areca can be called to clect the special committee
members.

8. The Front Committee should keep in close touch with the local
Party organizations in areas through which the Red Army passes. It
should hold meetings with them to decide on all local political ques-
tions. Where there is no Party organization, the Front Committee
should do its utmost to help build one in the locality through mass
struggle.

THE QUESTION OF THE RED ARMY’S
CURRENT OPERATIONS

Now that war has broken out among the warlords, the Red Army
should commit all its forces to guerrilla operations for the purpose of
launching mass struggle in arcas between Fujian and Guangdong on
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the upper reaches of the Hanjiang River. When war breaks out
between Chiang and the warlords of Guangdong and Guangxi and
the Dongjiang area is vacated by their troops, the Red Army can go
into Meixian, Fengshun, Wuhua and Xingning to wage guerrilla
warfare, mobilize the masses and help the Red areas to expand. At
the same time, it should seize opportunities to surround the enemy,
capturc its weapons and assemble the Red Guards from these countics
to build a Red Army. If the fighting between Chiang and the Guang-
dong and Guangxi warlords comes to a stalemate, or if it spreads
to the rest of the country, the Red Army can conduct guerrilla warfare
around Chaozhou and Shantou, set up Soviet regimes there and press
on towards the environs of Huiyang. If the troops of the Chiang clique
are defeated, the Red Army should place itself on either side of the
major road between Guangdong and Jiangxi, or along any other of their
paths of retreat, so as to capture their weapons. If the war among the
warlords comes to a quick conclusion, or if the troops of the Chiang
clique win, the Red Army should continue its guerrilla operations in the
Guangdong-Fujian-Jiangxi border areas in order to mobilize the masses.

In all its operations the Red Army should avoid the purely military
approach and maintain close contact with the struggle of the masses.
The Front Committee must also pay attention to guerrilla activities
in southern Jiangxi and western Fujian and keep in close touch with
the Party organizations there, so that these activities can help the
struggles of the Fourth Army and the Dongjiang arca.

This is only an outline. We have had discussions with Comrade
Chen Y1 about details and specific measures, and he will orally relay
them to the Front Committee and to the comrades of the whole army.

Revolutionary greetings!

The Central Committee



ON THE CAUSES OF THE EMERGENCE OF
A TROTSKYITE OPPOSITION FACTION
IN CHINA AND ITS PROSPECTS

October 1929

The Central Committee’s Circular No. 44 states:” It is true that
we need not exaggerate the political and organizational influence of
the opposition faction™ inside the Chinese Communist Party, but we
certainly must not ignore its activities and the fact that this anti-Party
phenomenon has appeared.

The defeat of the Great Revolution' and the resurgence of a
revolutionary tide were the main causes of the emergence of an op-
position faction in China, while the backward petty-bourgeois “fellow
travellers” who remained in the Party constituted the basis for its
growth. Some people assert that it was the “returned students from
Moscow” who were responsible for the emergence of the opposition,
That is not so; they only served as a catalyst. Now we shall point
out the major objective causes of this phenomenon.

First, in its early period, the Nanjing government tried hard to
introduce the ideas of the Russian opposition faction to China in
order to split the Chinese Communist Party. A Trotskyite faction is
a “treasure” uscful not only to the bourgeoisie in Europe but also to the
ruling classes in China.”
Party of the Soviet Union obstinately clung to its line, the European
bourgeoisie kept a close watch, hoping to use it to split the Soviet
Communist Party and undermine its correct line. In China, Hu
Hanmin,” Dai Jitao™ and Zhou Fohai™ attempted to split the Com-
munist Party by extolling the opposition faction, and the ruling classes
were eager to seize hold of this instrument inside the Communist Party

When the opposition faction in the Communist

A report made at a meeting of cadres of the Party branch directly under the

Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party.
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to annihilate the leadership of the Chinese revolution. Thus the
Chinese political environment is favourable to the activities of an
opposition faction. This is the first objective causc for the faction’s
emergence in China.

Second, the widespread defeatist sentiment ensuing upon the failure
of a revolution inevitably gives rise to many disputes. That happened
in Russia after 1905 and in Germany after the failure of its revolution,
and it also happened in China after the failure of the Great Revolu-
tion.”" After the August 7th Meeting,"” the Chinese Party was fairly
successful in overcoming opportunism at the organizational level, but
the struggle on the theoretical and ideological levels was not completed,
and it was not until the Sixth Congress' that a certain degree of
success was achieved in those regards. However, the various harmful
ideological trends inside the Party and the political trends that had
emerged inside the Party after the failure of the Great Revolution —
opportunist trends in particular — were only waiting for a chance
to revive. This is the second cause of the emergence of the opposition
faction in China and the root cause of the ideological and organiza-
tional collaboration between the opportunists and the opposition
faction in the Party.

Third, even now, the inner-Party life of the Chinese Communist
Party is not yet wholly satisfactory. Although we have eliminated op-
portunism organizationally and admitted more workers into the Party,
we have not yet established sound practices in Party life at the branch
level. Hence, in Party discussions there are often signs of vacillation.
In some branches, the correct line of the Party has not been seriously
discussed by all members, so that the Party’s political line has not
been fully established in the Party organizations themselves. Some
branches are frequently unable to answer a given question according
to the correct line, and this often leads to vacillation. In Shanghai,
some key industrial branches are not consolidated, while others are
not active enough politically. So these branches are active in times of
victory but become demoralized or even collapse in times of
defeat. This shows that the political line has not yet been fully estab-
lished within the organization. Both the opposition faction and the
opportunists can easily turn this defect to their advantage. This is the
third objective cause.

Fourth, after the failure of the Great Revolution, some of those
who had wavered during the period of co-operation between the
Communist Party and the Kuomintang abandoned their work, others
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sank into parochialism, and still others clung to their mistakes. All
this remains unsolved from the organizational point of view. These
pecople always stir up quarrels over petty personal problems, and the
opposition faction, seizing on their dissatisfaction with the Party line,
exploits their unprincipled disputes to carry out anti-Party activities.
This is the fourth objective cause.

Even though there had never been an active opposition faction
before, these four factors made it inevitable that such a faction would
temporarily become active in China. The immediate causes were, of
course, the influence of the students who returned from abroad and
the revival of opportunism.

Turning now to the tactical line followed by the Trotskyite opposi-
tion faction, we can see the following four aspects:

First, their inevitable collaboration with the ruling classes. Members
of the opposition faction have already published articles in New Life.”
In future they will be even more inclined to use the propaganda organs
of the ruling classes to help the latter’s anti-Communist activities. If
they are defeated in their struggle inside the Party, they are bound to
sell out completely to the ruling classes. This is their inevitable future.

Second, their anti-Party line as manifested in their propaganda and
other activities relating to all current issues. In commemorating the
May 30th Incident,” they called on comrades to struggle against the
Party, asserting that this was more important than to struggle against
imperialism. There is not the slightest doubt that objectively they
rendered a service to the enemy. They regarded the August 1st dem-
onstration™ as putschism and displayed a great deal of defeatist
sentiment. Their views revealed their pessimistic, ultra-Right liquida-
tionism.

Third, their tactic of operating inside the Party branch by utilizing
the imperfections in Party life in some branches. Staying in the Party
branches, they try to undermine the confidence of the rank and file; they
especially seek out branches that have suffered defeats in struggle and
use those defeats as an excuse to attack the Party line. When times are
hard, they may put forward ultra-“Left” slogans, such as “confiscate
the factories”, in an attempt to isolate the working class and to lure
the workers away from significant current struggles by dangling before
them the illusion of a future paradise. In dealing with practical
problems, on the other hand, they propose ultra-Right tactics which
will lead workers” Party branches to an impasse and demoralization.
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Fourth, their collaboration with the Chinese opportunists.
Obstinately clinging to their own line, the opportunists can neither go
deep among the masses nor give up the scarch for a new political
programme to cover up their mistakes. The political programme
of the opposition faction is admirably suited to their purposes,
for it helps cover up their past mistakes by putting forward “Left”
slogans while in fact making Right appraisals of the revolutionary
situation and laying down Right tactics. So the opportunists
make use of this programme. Meanwhile, the opposition faction uses
the opportunists to help its own anti-Party activities. Thus the oppor-
tunists and the opposition faction are united — birds of a feather.

In addition, the Trotskyite opposition faction takes advantage of
disputes on trifling issues to invent false charges and engage in slander
in an unprincipled attempt to undermine the comrades’ confidence in
the Party’s leading organs. The only purpose this serves is to help the
enemy defame the revolutionary leadership.

Opposition faction activities have been discovered in Shanghai,
Hongkong and north China. The factionalists keep their organization
secret from the Party. For this very reason it is all the more necessary
to take the matter to the grass-roots units and to see to it that the com-
rades discuss the activities of the opportunists and the opposition
faction and resolutely put an end to them. As some members of the
opposition faction don’t state their views openly, we don’t know who
they all are. Therefore, we must take this matter to the Party branches
and use the opportunity to educate the comrades and to help strengthen
the Party’s correct line. We must ensure that every comrade understands
the necessity of the struggle between the correct and incorrect lines so
that the correct line will be consolidated in the Party. Hence, in addi-
tion to organizational sanctions, struggle in the ideological and theoret-
ical spheres is absolutely necessary — it is a very important means of
consolidating the Party at present.



ON THE WORK IN WUHAN

September 4, 1930

First, in order to formulate a plan for the work in Wuhan we must
know the objective conditions and the trends in the development of
our present work (we no longer have any doubts or disputes on this
matter) and, more important, the subjective conditions too. Your
letters all prove that subjectively we are still very weak in Wuhan. The
total number of Party, Youth League and Red trade union™ members
is less than 300, most of the Party or League branches are inactive,
workers’ organizations in the key industries are extremely weak, and
the work of the Party organs at various levels is to a large degree unco-
ordinated. Even more serious is the fact that the leading organs cannot
get information about the actual conditions of the masses at the grass-
roots level. At a time when we have only hazy ideas about our subjec-
tive conditions, it is utterly impossible to work out a practical and con-
crete plan. That is why Jiang Jun” has written several times expressing
great distress at being unable to learn anything about the conditions of
the masses. The Central Committee wishes to emphasize the following:
if you are ignorant of the actual situation of the masses, not only will
it be impossible to work out a good plan, but the expansion of our po-

In June 1930, under the leadership of Comrade Li Lisan, the Political Burecau of
the Central Committee of the Party adopted a resolution entitled “The New Rev-
olutionary High Tide and Winning Victory First in One or More Provinces”, which
demanded that preparations be made throughout the country for immediate in-
surrections. The second “Left” line thus took shape. At meetings on August Ist and
August 3rd, Comrade Li again called for insurrections in Nanjing and Wuhan and a
general strike in Shanghai and proposed that the Party, the Youth League and the
trade unions be merged into “action committees™ at different levels. Comrade Zhou
Enlai went abroad in April and returned to China in late August of the same vear.
In mid- and late September he attended the Third Plenary Session of the Sixth Central
Committee and was one of the presiding officers. The session put an end to the Li
Lisan line. This is Part I of a directive which was drafted by Comrade Zhou Enlai
before the Third Plenary Session and sent by the CPC Central Committee to
its Changjiang Bureau.
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litical influence and the upsurge in the revolutionary enthusiasm of the
masses you speak of will still be a long way off because of the absence
of the Party leadership and organizational strength without which the
revolution cannot triumph.

Therefore, your first task is to gain a clear idea of the actual living
conditions of the Wuhan workers and their demands (and not only the
demands of the advanced elements; it is most important to take into
account the general demands of the vast backward masses). You
should not confine yourselves to listening to what a small number of
activists and cadres are saying — that what we need now is not talk
about wages but major actions, that the only useful thing at this point
is armed struggle, and so on. It is more important to remember that the
majority of the workers have no one to lead them in their struggles and
have not yet become an organized force capable of action. Even if the
majority of the masses want major actions and not minor ones, we still
cannot say that since they feel this way the revolution will triumph. On
the contrary, we must look at the problem in a different way. We must
understand that while these sentiments on the part of the masses reflect
their hatred of the monstrous White terror and their sympathy for the
growing peasant wars, much arduous propaganda and organizational
work still nceds to be done to turn their hatred into resolute struggle
and their sympathy into a determination to participate in and lead
peasant wars. If the workers have the desire to engage in major actions
but at the same time lack the necessary combat strength and organiza-
tional foundation and, in particular, lack strong leadership from the
Party, major actions are absolutely impossible. To create the necessary
combat strength and organizational foundation, it is not enough just
to mobilize the workers by repeating the Party’s political slogans, and
especially the slogan calling for major actions, that is, for armed in-
surrections. The fact that a few people want armed insurrections is no
indication that the masses are determined to undertake major action.
The majority still “hope that the Red Army will come to Wuhan and
all will be well”, which shows they are weak-willed and rely mainly
on the Red Army. The combat strength and organizational foundation
must therefore be built up gradually through day-to-day struggles,
strikes and demonstrations in line with the Party’s political slogans. It
is absolutely impossible for this combat strength and this organizational
foundation to be created all of a sudden, without the workers having
been steeled in the course of such struggles, strikes and demonstrations.
It is absolutely impossible for the Party to consolidate its leadership
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automatically, without constantly launching and leading such actions.
This must be the fundamental consideration determining your tactics
and work plans. It is our hope that you will bear it in mind,

Second, owing to subjective shortcomings (that you see only one side
of the picture) and to the objective difficulties (that information about
conditions at the lower levels is hard to come by), your statement of
“major Party tactics among the workers at present” rcads more like a
list of general principles. You tend to concentrate on “preparing for an
armed insurrection” instead of considering the practical application of
tactics and working out concrete measures suited to the specific
circumstances in Wuhan. So the measures you have decided upon are
no different from those set forth in the circular of the Central Com-
mittee and are applicable anywhere. We shall now point out the
shortcomings and mistakes in these measures.

Point one. You say: “Only through political mobilization will the
Party be able to win over the masses of workers quickly and organize
an armed insurrection.” Obviously, this statement suggests a dichotomy
between daily struggles and preparations for an armed insurrection.
It overlooks the fact that tying up some of the masses’ political and
economic demands with the Party’s political slogans is precisely the
fundamental way to rally the masses in active preparation for armed
insurrection.

Point two. You hold that the Provincial Federation of Trade
Unions should work out a programme of demands and organize a strike
of workers in all trades in Wuhan and elsewhere. This is definitely
inadequate. A general strike cannot suddenly take place when the
Party has only issued statements and carried on agitation based on a
general programme, without leading the workers’ daily struggles in
various factories and trades and without organizing strikes and dem-
onstrations by different sections of workers. Work among the
unemployed is especially important. At present, particularly in Wuhan
where their number is growing daily, the unemployed will become one
of the principal motive forces in preparing for an armed insurrection.
You should therefore attach more importance to this work.

Point three. You regard “joining yellow unions to win over the
masses” as incompatible with the tactics of wiping out Kuomintang
trade unions. This is not correct. When a Kuomintang trade union has
a mass following, we should join it so as to win over the majority until
it finally breaks down. If it didn’t have mass support, there would be
no need for us to join it. We must not think that because the vellow
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unions are increasingly turning fascist and coming under Kuomintang
control, our basic tactics towards them have changed. That would be
unrealistic, and it might encourage the opportunist idea in ordinary
Party members that the purpose of joining yellow unions in the past
was other than to wipe them out.™

Point four. It is correct to take vigorous action to establish the Red
Vanguard.” However, it will become nothing but a mercenary armed
detachment if, completely divorced from the daily life and struggles of
the workers and unconcerned with organizing the masses, it simply
waits to take up arms for insurrection. It would then become just an
isolated organization far removed from the masses and not their van-
guard. There is evidence that this is happening in Shanghai.

In many of your letters you bring up the question of weapons. If
the consolidation of the Red Vanguard is made to hinge upon our giving
them weapons, it will reduce mass participation and weaken the
determination to seize the enemy’s arms for the overthrow of the Kuo-
mintang regime. In this connection, you must understand the impor-
tance of the work among the labour force in ordnance factories. The
fundamental approach to arming the workers must be to devise ways
of scizing weapons from the cnemy.

Points five and six. You refer to the expansion of the Party and
the Youth League without ever tying it up with actual struggles. There
is a potentially dangerous tendency here. At a time when the Party
and the League arc being energetically expanded in preparation for
armed insurrection, some opportunists may indulge in empty “Left”
deviationist talk of insurrection instead of leading the masses in their
actual struggles. This tendency has already appeared in Shanghai. In
Wuhan you must anticipate the danger and understand that if you
merely talk about armed insurrection, call for major actions and ask
for guns to drill your forces without leading the masses in their daily
struggles — that is, in minor actions — opportunists will join together
and promote “Left” deviationist views.

Point seven. You mention the work of the industrial committee.
But it is important to remember that the industrial committee is only a
provisional organization to bring together Party cadres engaged in the
labour movement to organize Red industrial unions. As soon as these
Red unions and their branches in various factories have been formally
set up and have drawn in the masses, the industrial committee should
be dissolved and turned into a leading Party group and should cease to
exercise direct command, so that the unions at various levels will func-
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tion as independent organizations. The industrial committee is merely
an instrument for promoting the Red unions. Once they are formed,
every effort must be made to help them function independently, and it is
imperative that the Party’s industrial committee should no longer be
allowed to exercise command in place of the Red unions themselves.
In Shanghai the organizational mistake has been made of relegating
the Red unions to a powerless role, so we want to call your attention
to this problem in advance.

Point eight. Your proposal to intensify the struggle against the
Right deviation is correct. However, the danger of the “Left” devia-
tion also keeps recurring in the Party. You should firmly reject the
notion that “Left” deviations are better than Right deviations and that
at the moment we need only worry about the Right, not the “Left™.
It must be understood that the “Left” deviation can obstruct and ruin
the revolution just as the Right can. Of course, at present the Right
deviation is still the main danger inside the Party, particularly among
cadres of longer standing.®

Apart from the eight points you have set forth, there is also the
question of the organization of action committees. The Party and the
Youth League have been merged into the action committees and the
League is no longer an independent organization. This 1s wrong. The
League is a non-Party organization and must be allowed to have its
own independent organization and tasks. The League organizations
at each level join the Party action committees at the corresponding level
in order to shoulder heavier political responsibilities and not to be
merged with the Party. The League should retain its own organiza-
tional structure and system of work. You should correct your past
practice in this regard. It is especially necessary to urge the League to
pay more attention to work among the young people. Transfer of the
League’s staff members to other jobs should be reduced to a minimum.

One of the central problems of the work in Wuhan at present is to
get things going at the branch level. You alrcady know a great deal
about how to do this. The Central Committee wishes to emphasize
that in the recruitment and assignment of cadres you should pay special
attention to the lower levels. Of the many cadres sent by the Central
Committee you can assign the most capable to the branches. Even if
they cannot immediately work in the factories, they should be advised
to lay aside their long gowns and mingle with the workers to help the
Patty members among them organize branch activities. At the same
time, you should rapidly recruit new Party members and new cadres
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from workers active in the struggle and bring them into the leading
organs. So while the Central Committee will continue to send you
competent cadres as you have asked, the most important thing is for
vou to persist in recruiting new cadres from branches at lower levels.

Your opinions about demonstrations are correct. It is unwise for a
few advanced elements to stage demonstrations by themselves, and it
is necessary to prepare for mass demonstrations. It follows that it will
be impossible to organize a general strike or demonstration merely by
calling for an armed insurrection, without paying attention to the
masses’ daily struggles and their partial political and economic de-
mands, without making efforts to expand the Red trade unions and
Red Vanguard organizations through daily struggles and without tying
up every partial demand with the general political demands.

In short, the central defect of all your work plans is that they are
focused on the launching of an armed insurrection and fail to take into
consideration the fact that to prepare for such an insurrection you must
mobilize the greatest possible number of people, so that through struggle
they will organize and steel themselves and come to recognize the
Party’s leadership and accept its slogans. Only in this way can you build
the necessary strength and organizational foundation for mass struggles
and create a strong Party leadership. As for the struggles themselves,
they must move progressively from partial demands to general de-
mands, from day-to-day struggles, strikes and demonstrations to a
general strike. The leading role of the Party, particularly in the present
situation, is to intensify these struggles and tie them up with general
political demands and general actions in preparation for the final de-
cisive battle.

In accordance with this principle, we request that you adopt the
most practical plans and measures for your tasks in Wuhan and make
every effort to get the essential work under way. We propose that in
directing the work in Wuhan you concentrate on railway workers,
sailors, ordnance factory workers, dockers, public service workers,
textile workers and rickshaw-coolies.



THE THEORETICAL BASIS OF
THE LI LISAN LINE

December I, 1930

In order to correct the mistakes of the Li Lisan line, we must
thoroughly expose and criticize it and not just repeat the line of the
Communist International.” It was no accident that the Li Lisan line
came into being. Had there been no basis for the formation of this line
within the Party, it would never have become dominant in the leading
Party organ. We must therefore view its formation in the light of the
following three circumstances:

(1) The historical condition was that certain fundamental
questions were not properly clarified after the Sixth National
Congress of the Party. (2) The proportion of Party members of
proletarian origin was small while that of petty-bourgeois origin
was very large; consequently there were “Left” or Right deviations
in the Party line. (3) Li Lisan’s thinking had met no strong opposi-
tion in discussions.

It was these three circumstances that enabled this line to become domi-
nant in the leading organ.

At the same time, we must also understand the theoretical basis of
the Li Lisan line.

1. Failure to make a correct appraisal of the balance of forces in
the class struggle. The letter from the Communist International stated
that the exponents of the Li Lisan line did not know how to analyse the
objective situation and appraise the balance of forces in the class
struggle. That is entirely correct. We have ample evidence in Comrade
Li Lisan’s articles and reports and in the June 11th Resolution which

Excerpt from a report criticizing the Li Lisan line, which was delivered at a
meeting of cadres of departments under the Central Committee of the Chinese

Communist Party.*'
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he drafted.” When analysing the enemy’s forces, Comrade Li Lisan
always paid attention only to the enemy’s weaknesses and sometimes
cxaggerated them; when assessing our subjective forces, he saw only
our strengths and overlooked our weaknesses. Thus, in its appraisal of
the progress of the world revolution and the Chinese revolution, the
June 11th Resolution held that imperialism and the ruling classes were
impotent and on the verge of collapse, while in its appraisal of the revo-
lutionary forces the resolution exaggerated the growth of the Red
Army, and especially the struggles of the urban workers and their level
of consciousness and sense of organization. Neither appraisal is in
accord with reality. Taken together, they naturally led to an incorrect
assessment of the revolutionary situation. Such is Comrade Li Lisan’s
non-Marxist-Leninist approach to the analysis of problems.

2. Denial of the uneven development of the revolution and an
erroncous conception of revolutionary upsurges. This was apparent in
his appraisal both of China’s problems and of the world revolution-
ary situation. In the Central Committee’s Circular No. 70, there
was a sentence which stated that the Chinese revolution was moving
towards an even development. Superficially, there was nothing wrong
with this statement. But it sowed the sceds of future mistakes. The
report to the Communist International drafted by Comrade Li Lisan
asserted that the development of the Chinese revolution was uneven in
appearance but even in essence. This was a complete denial of the
uneven development of the revolution. Therefore, he was totally wrong
on this point when he argued with Chen Shaoyu® at the meeting of
Central Committee cadres. Comrade Li Lisan held that the outbreak
of the Chinese revolution would inevitably lead to the simultaneous
outbreak of world revolution. On the Changsha Incident,* the Party’s
declaration stated that the outbreak of the Chinese revolution would
inevitably touch off armed insurrections all over the world. Comrade
Li Lisan tried to deny the uneven development of the revolution by
citing the characteristics of the world revolution in its third stage.®
This was his view on both the world revolution and the Chinese
revolution.

By denying the uneven development of the revolution, he inter-
preted a revolutionary upsurge as an immediate revolutionary situation.
One of the resolutions of the Sixth National Congress of the Party'
stated, “In anticipation of future upsurges it is all the more nec-
essary for the Party to take as its present task the preparation for, and
even the launching of, armed insurrections.” This shows that between
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an upsurge and an immediate revolutionary situation there is a process
of development, although the two are not separated by a Great Wall.
However, Circular No. 1, issued after Li’s return from abroad, declared
that with the advent of a new upsurge, the slogan of armed insurrec-
tion should be turned from a propaganda slogan into a call for action.
This already obscured the distinction between a revolutionary upsurge
and an immediate revolutionary situation. Last year the Chinese Party
received the resolution of the Tenth Plenum of the Executive Com-

* which stated that a new

mittee of the Communist International,®
upsurge had begun in China’s revolutionary movement. At the
Jiangsu Provincial Party Congress, I explained this matter and pointed
out that a new upsurge was different from an immediate revolutionary
situation and that although an upsurge had occurred, an immediate
revolutionary situation had still not come into being. This question
evoked no serious discussion in the Political Burcau at the time. Only
minor revisions were made in the documents. This amply testifics to
the fact that the Chinese Party was weak in theory, and this weakness
was conducive to the formation of the Li Lisan line. Comrade Li Lisan
said that the Russian word “noasém” should not be translated as
“upsurge” and that a revolutionary upsurge and an immediate revolu-
tionary situation were one and the same thing. If this were true, then
the statement in the resolution of the Sixth Party Congress that “in a
new general upsurge, revolutionary victory can be won first in one or
more provinces” should be reworded to read, “In a general and im-
mediate revolutionary situation, revolutionary victory can be won first
in one or more provinces.” However, if it were true that there was
already a general and immediate revolutionary situation, why talk
about winning revolutionary victory in one or more provinces first?
Since Comrade Li sees things this way, there is nothing strange about
his theory that victory can now be won in Hunan, Hubei and Jiangxi,
but that Wuhan must be taken first, and that victory in Wuhan would
mark the beginning of a nationwide revolutionary victory. That was
why he suggested that arrangements be made for Chinese residents in
Siberia to return to China, that Mongolia send troops and join a Union
of Chinese Soviets and that the Soviet Union dispatch troops to attack
Japan. Of course, these proposals reflected not only the denial of the
uneven development of the revolution, but also the advent of a sudden
wave of putschism and commandism.

3. An incorrect conception of organization. In explaining organ-
izational matters, Comrade Li Lisan frequently referred to the strength-
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ening of subjective forces. But he did so from a purely opportunist
point of view. In his report to the Congress of All the Soviet Areas,”
he only analysed the objective conditions required for the development
of the revolution and excluded the subjective forces. He said that once
a revolutionary situation took shape, there would be no lack of sub-
jective forces, and he mentioned the May 30th Incident’ and the Wu-
han period by way of example.”” At the August 1st and August 3rd
meetings™ he suggested “strengthening our organization”. But by this
he meant that the revolutionary situation had generally matured and
that the people would rise as soon as they were organized. Therefore,
all we had to do was to issue a call for armed insurrections, including a
fourth insurrection in Shanghai. This was a complete denial of the
fact that organizational strength was one of the prerequisites for the
maturing of a revolutionary situation. In reality, his view would
inevitably lead to the liquidation of the organization. The General
Action Committee would abolish not only the Youth League but in
effect the Party as well.

4. Military opportunist and military adventurist views in the as-
sessment of the struggle and in work assignments. Comrade Li Lisan
has curious ideas about the organization and growth of the Red Army
and peasant struggles. This is partly because he was misled by some
random figures given him by people from the rural areas. But it was not
the root cause. At the August Ist and August 3rd meetings he stated that
when the Red Army attacked Wuhan, the workers would without
question rise in insurrection. Another comrade in the Political Bureau
wrote in Red Flag that we were opposed to relying on the Red Army
alone to take Wuhan but that it would be wrong to think that if the Red
Army drew near to the city, the workers would not rise, for they certain-
ly would. Another of Comrade Li Lisan’s views was based on an antic-
ipated insurrection of the soldiers in Nanjing. He thought that once
the soldiers rose in insurrection, they would surely be able to capture
Nanjing in response to the situation in Wuhan and help to bring about a
general strike in Shanghai. Therefore, he believed that when the Red
Army pressed towards Wuhan, workers there would stage an insurrec-
tion, Nanjing would be captured, and an insurrection would break out in
Shanghai. Meanwhile, Chiang Kai-shek would be defeated in the war-
lord war along the Longhai Railway line and Feng Yuxiang™ would also
be defeated as a result of peasant uprisings in Henan. Then, as the
northern troops moved south, northern defences would be weakened
and the peasants in the North could also begin insurrections. Hence
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his suggestion that Mongolia and the Soviet Union dispatch troops. To
make decisions and arrangements for armed insurrections on the basis
of such an analysis is an expression of military opportunism pure and
simple — of the vain hope that victory can be won simply by
manipulating the conflicts among warlords.

5. The use of Trotsky’s theories to supplement his own theory of
revolutionary transition. Comrade Li Lisan stated in the June 11th
Resolution that the achievement of the first victories in one or more
provinces would mark the beginning of a revolutionary transition. This,
in fact, meant abandonment of the central tasks laid down in the
political programme for the democratic revolution. As a result of his
influence, the resolution on the land question adopted by the Congress
of All the Soviet Areas prematurely stipulated measures for implement-
ing a socialist political programme in the existing Soviet areas.””’



TELEGRAMS RELATING TO THE SMASHING
OF THE FOURTH “ENCIRCLEMENT
AND SUPPRESSION” CAMPAIGN

Januarv-March 1933

I. ELEGRAM OF JANUARY 27

A. Since the battle at Jinxi,” our troops have remained combat-
rcady, manocuvring the enemy and gathering funds and supplies. It
was also for these purposes that our 3rd Army Group moved towards
Guixi. Responding to this, the enemy intends to use his troops near
the Xinjiang River to lure us there and use other troops coming from
Fuzhou to intercept us to the north of Jinxi. However, since he is in
the dark about our dispositions and very much afraid of suffering more
defeats, the troops from Fuzhou are advancing very slowly and staying
well north. The three divisions under Wu, Luo and Zhou™ are now
still near the Xuwan-Liuligang-Lixu line. Our concentrated troops
moved south and within a day reached a point southeast of Jinxi in
a battle-ready posture to attract the enemy. However, having found
out today through reconnaissance that our main forces are not to the
north of Jinxi, the enemy has changed his plan and returned to his
original offensive deployment. He is concentrating the two divisions
under Wu and Zhou in the vicinity of Xuwan, withdrawing Luo’s

In February and March 1933, Chiang Kai-shek assembled 400,000-500,000
troops to carry out a fourth “encirclement and suppression” campaign against the
Central Revolutionary Base Area.’” At that time, the third “Left” opportunist line
with Wang Ming as its chief exponent already dominated the Central Committee.
Wang Ming and others had formulated not only a “Left” opportunist political line
but also an erroneous military line. When the fourth counter-campaign against
“encirclement and suppression” began, Comrade Mao Zedong had already been
forced out of the Red Army. Zhou Enlai, Zhu De and other comrades were at
the front directing operations. Through practice, they came to realize that it was
an error for the Central Committee and its Soviet Area Bureau to have ordered the

12
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division to Fuzhou, and continuing to move his 23rd Division west to
Le’an.

B. We are determined to use these two days to mobilize our troops
to move all the seven or eight hundred sick and wounded south of
Jinxi to the Lichuan areca, where they can be transferred to the rear.
After the enemy’s 23rd Division starts moving west tomorrow or the
day after tomorrow (if Luo’s division also moves west, things will be
better still), we shall have part of our 11th Army carry out a guerrilla
attack on Xuwan and another part feign an attack on Nancheng, so as
to confuse and pin down the enemy. With the 12th Army pinning down
his troops in Shaowu, our main forces will concentrate to cross the
river, make straight for Nanfeng and prepare to wipe out the reinforce-
ments west of the Fuhe River, so as to break through the encirclement
along the river.

C. In view of the enemy’s present circumstances — that is, given
the fact that his two relatively strong “suppression” columns in the
Fuhe River basin are not yet completely organized — our troops could
join forces with the 11th Army on the east bank of the Fuhe River and
try to wipe out the enemy’s main force in mobile warfare. That would
be better than surrounding and attacking Nanfeng, which would expose
our intention of attacking the enemy’s reinforcements. Moreover, the
arca cast of the Fuhe River is large enough and the terrain is especially
favourable. In particular, it is a good place to collect funds and supplies.
The disadvantages are that it is far from the rear area, transport is not
convenient and, more important, the work of Sovietization has not been
done very well in Nanfeng, Guangchang, Jianning and Lichuan. But
our advantages are also the enemy’s disadvantages. More than once the
enemy has sought to engage us in battle by using one of his wings on
the east bank of the river to pin us down and another to intercept us.
However, in all the three battles of Nanfeng, Nancheng and Jinxi,”
we defeated the enemy by a sudden attack of concentrated forces,

Red Army to strike first and capture Nanfeng and Nancheng, two towns heavily
guarded by the enemy. Comrade Zhou Enlai proposed to the Central Committee
and its Soviet Area Bureau the principle of concentrating a superior force to destroy
the enemy forces one by one in mobile warfare. Under the command of Comrades
Zhou Enlai and Zhu De, victory was won in the fourth counter-campaign against
“encirclement and suppression”. The enemy’s 52nd and 59th Divisions and its main
force, the 11th Division, were successively wiped out, and more than ten thousand
rifles were captured. The first eight telegrams here were sent by Comrade Zhou
Enlai to the Central Committee and its Soviet Area Bureau; the ninth was an order

jointly signed by Comrades Zhou Enlai and Zhu De.
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routing or wiping out one of his wings. Therefore, the enemy will not
dare to launch a fierce offensive on the east bank of the Fuhe River
until the organization of his two strong “suppression” columns is
completed. After the last victory at Lixizhao (near Nancheng), we
waited in combat-readiness for a chance to attack at Lichuan, and
after the recent victory at Jinxi we also stayed there hoping for further
opportunities. But because the enemy did not dare to make a rash
advance and held fast to the city defences, we were unable to wage
consecutive battles in mobile warfare and have had to shift from one
place to another. Hence our move from east of Nanfeng to east of
Nancheng and then to east of Xuwan. Taking great pains to find out
the enemy’s precise situation, our troops have advanced steadily towards
the enemy forces, trying to manocuvre them and to win victory in
mobile warfare. We have been well aware of the possibility of an
enemy attack or interception. In our last attempt to move east to
Shaowu to attract the enemy, we withdrew too early because we
feared that other enemy troops might intercept us, and the two enemy
divisions under Wu and Zhou withdrew after having come only half
way to Xiaoshi. This shows that all our tactical decisions are related
to the enemy’s situation, the topography and our task. For example,
if two strong enemy columns have been formed near the Fuhe
River, we will have to change our tactics, or as the 3rd Army Group
now approaching Guixi finds itself in an unfavourable position, we
will also have to change our tactics. In the same way, when the 10th
Army was crossing the river and Zeng, Shao and Tang™ were asking
that the 3rd Army Group also be sent across to attack Guixi, we im-
mediately wired our disapproval.

D. Now that the enemy is making preparations for an offensive
by organizing three “suppression” forces while “mopping-up” forces
hold fast to city defences, we should take the initiative and quickly
shift our area of operation, keeping the enemy on the move so as to
disrupt his preparations. Our move west of the Fuhe River would be
for this purpose. But it should be made clear that, since the campaigns
in Yihuang and Le’an,” the enemy has clung to his city defences with
greater determination. Although some of them are for abandoning
this rigid attitude to city defence, they will do so only if we launch
an attack elsewhere, successfully manocuvring the enemy and annihilat-
ing his forces in field operations. It was our offensive and victories
east of the Fuhe River that made it possible for our independent divi-
sions to enter Chongren twice by sudden attacks. Therefore, once we
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are west of the Fuhe River, we will not be able to get the enemy to
move unless we attack a city, because Nanfeng, Nancheng, Yihuang
and Fuzhou arc all located on the west bank of the river and we cannot
threaten and manoeuvre the enemy by approaching any of these cities
as we can by approaching Fuzhou from the east bank. There are two
disadvantages to attacking a town and annihilating the reinforcements
on the west bank: first, disclosure of our intentions and, second, the
possibility that we may be caught in a pincer attack. Consequently, we
will not be as free as we have been on the east bank of the river. There-
fore, if we cannot start mobile operations on the east bank at present,
we should think carefully before deciding to cross the river. Please
take note of this.

II. TELEGRAM OF JANUARY 30

A. On the night of the 27th, we received reliable reports that the
three divisions under Luo, Zhou and Wu, intending to take advantage
of the fact that our forces were moving south to press us back as far
as possible, had planned to set out for the Jinxi-Zuofang-Langju line
on the 28th and for the Poxu-Huangshidu-Langju line on the 29th. On
the 30th, Luo’s division was to return to Nancheng via Lixizhao, while
the two divisions under Zhou and Wu were to return to Xuwan. On
learning this, our Front Army further concentrated its forces and pre-
pared to wipe out Luo’s division first when the three divisions separated.
However, on the 28th the enemy forces had only reached the Xiaogong-
miao-Xufang-Langju line when Chen Cheng” called off the chase on
the ground that preparations for the “suppression”™ campaign had not
yet been completed. Then on the 29th the enemy forces began to
withdraw. Today the 11th Division returned to Xuwan and Dongguan,
which is west of the river, to await orders, and the 14th and 90th Divi-
sions assembled near Xuwan. The 23rd Division has already moved
west to Le’an and the 5th Division has reached Guixi. The 83rd Division
will arrive in Jiangxi Province after mid-February. As Chiang Kai-
shek arrived in Nanchang on the 29th, he is likely to intensify and ac-
celerate preparations for the offensive.

B. It has become quite obvious that before his dispositions are
completed, the enemy does not wish to advance rashly or divide forces
and risk losing strength. Right now Zhou Zhirou’s division is anxiously
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seeking replenishments; Wu Qiwei’s division is heightening combat
preparedness, and Wu himself has left to see Chiang Kai-shek. In
view of the enemy’s activitics, continuous and bitter fighting seems im-
minent. If we move west of the Fuhe River immediately, we can get
the enemy to move only by attacking the towns. In my earlier telegram
I cited the disadvantages of attacking the towns: first, disclosure of
our intentions and, second, the possibility that we would fall casy prey
to a pincer attack. To these can be added the following: third, the
likelihood of our sustaining heavy losses and casualties; fourth, the
impossibility of raising funds: and fifth, waste of time. If we suffer
these disadvantages on the eve of heavy fighting, fail to take the strongly
fortified towns and then find that we have to fight three divisions of
reinforcements advancing together, we will not only fail to disrupt the
enemy’s dispositions for the offensive but even make it easier for him
to attack us. Hence, as long as we can engage the enemy and finish
him off in consecutive mobile operations on the east bank of the Fuhe
River before his deployments are completed, I am against crossing the
river right now to attack the towns. Even if the enemy does not advance
and attack us for the moment, we can always raise money (200,000
yuan in cash were obtained after the victory in Jinxi) to meet the
cxpenses of the coming big battle, and we can step up the efforts of
the [ Ith Army to Sovietize Jinxi and Zixi so as to tie down the enemy’s
5th and 6th Divisions and prevent them from joining the “suppression”
force. If, because of Chiang’s presence and our being on the east bank
of the Fuhe River, the enemy should immediately penctrate deep into
the Soviet area™
switch to the border of the Soviet area and, with our backs to it, engage
him in a decisive battle.

C. Comrades Zhu and Wang are in general agreement with the
above opinions.” But the Central Committee has repeatedly tele-

to try to intercept us, we would of course rapidly

graphed, urging us to break down the defences of the towns. This is
really at variance with the strategy I set forth in my two previous tele-
grams. And I still hold that wiping out the enemy forces, the main force
in particular, is a prerequisite for capturing heavily fortified towns. Pro-
vided those forces are wiped out, even if the towns are strongly fortified,
the enemy will not be able to encircle us, and we can move freely
around the perimeter and make an assault from the rear. Otherwise,
we will lose our main force and fail to break down the fortifications,
which i1s exactly what the enemy wants. It is hoped that the comrades
of the Soviet Area Bureau of the Central Committee will wire a brief
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reply tomorrow as to whether they agree with the above opinions or
not. After that date I will have to take it upon myself to make a
decision, since present circumstances will brook no further delay. Even
then, the Central Committee is still requested to give policy instructions.

II1. TELEGRAM OF FEBRUARY 7

A, The Soviet Arca Burcau of the Central Committec has ordered
an attack on Nanfeng. Our views with regard to the plan of attack
arc as follows:

(1) At this moment when the enemy’s 8th Division has two regi-
ments stationed at Xinfeng, one being short of the battalion which is
now at Litaxu, we should seize the opportunity to send a part of our
forces to assault Xinfeng, while the main force swoops down on Nan-
feng, crossing the river downstream from Nanfeng to cut off the
enemy’s retreat from Xinfeng to Nanfeng. Since there are only four
enemy regiments stationed inside and around the town, it may be pos-
sible for us to force our way in. While storming Nanfeng, we shall
also dispose a part of our forces on the cast bank of the river facing
Nanfeng.

(2) The main force of the 11th Army will close in on Xuwan, while
a smaller force engages in guerrilla warfare on the river bank opposite
Nancheng to threaten and pin down the enemy. Mecantime, a work
team from the l1th Army will try to Sovietize Jinxi and Zixi. The
21st Army is to press in on Yongfeng. The 4th and 5th Independent
Divisions are to manocuvre south of Yihuang and Le’an,

(3) If the direct attack fails but the enemy troops are driven out
of their defence works outside the city, we will begin digging tunnels
while preparing to strike at enemy reinforcements.

(4) In case these reinforcements arrive before the troops in the
outer defence works have been driven off, we must be ready to strike
at them.

(5) In the event that our efforts to pin down the enemy forces are
of no avail and three or four divisions of the enemy’s reinforcements
approach along the main roads, we will face the danger of getting
caught in a pincer attack if we meet them head-on or of enabling the
enemy forces inside the town and the enemy reinforcements to converge
if we attempt a flank attack. In this case we must shift to other areas
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and attack Yihuang and Le’an instead, so as to keep the enemy forces
on the move and wipe them out in mobile warfare in mountainous
areas. In the mountains it is easy to tie down one part of the enemy
forces while annihilating another, whereas it is very difficult to do so
when they are approaching simultaneously along the main roads.

B. The above dispositions are not rigid; they must be implemented
flexibly when changes occur in the enemy situation or the terrain. If
by chance a spring thaw should make it difficult to wade the river
downstream from Nanfeng, obliging us to make the crossing upstream
instead, our intention would easily be disclosed beforehand and it
would be impossible to cut off the two regiments in Xinfeng. As a
result, the Nanfeng garrison could be increased to six regiments and,
furthermore, the enemy could move his 11th and 90th Divisions towards
Nanfeng in advance to provide support. In that case, it would be still
more difficult for us to effect a direct attack on Nanfeng, and we would
have to change our plan and attack Yihuang or Le’an by passing through
the Soviet area so as to get the enemy forces moving and destroy them
in mobile warfare.

C. There is a discrepancy between the above dispositions and those
originally outlined in the directive of the Soviet Area Bureau of the
Central Committee. [ understand that it is best to capture Nanfeng,
but to take Yihuang and Le’an and wipe out the enemy’s reinforcements
in mobile warfare would allow us to follow up the victory by putting
direct pressure on Fuzhou. Moreover, it would make it easier for us
to manoeuvre even more flexibly. Do you agree? Or do you still
insist that we should storm Nanfeng at whatever cost and engage the
enemy in a decisive battle, even if three or four enemy divisions should
be approaching along the main roads? Please wire your reply before
18:00 hours today so that we can go into action tomorrow.

D. The Central Committee is requested to take note that, given
the enemy’s present position and the terrain, it is impossible to assault
Nancheng before attacking Nanfeng, Yihuang or Le’an.

IV. TELEGRAM OF FEBRUARY 13

A. Our reconnaissance of the blockhouses at Nanfeng continued
yesterday, and it was found that only those outside the northwest gate
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could be approached and stormed under cover of darkness. After dusk
our army began the attack and engaged the enemy in fierce battle the
whole night, capturing about a dozen important blockhouses, both large
and small. But the enemy still controls some 20 blockhouses outside
the city. They are strategically located and, moreover, have open ground
behind them. The defence works already captured are far from the
town perimeter and there are gun towers on the town wall too. The
majority of the enemy blockhouses were guarded by a squad or a
platoon, and the most important ones by no more than a company.
Yet it took us a long time to capture them, and we had to besiege those
which were strategically located. In the fierce fighting that lasted the
whole night, we captured less than a battalion while losing 300 men.
The 3rd Army Group was the main attacking force, and division com-
mander Peng Ao™ and two regimental commanders were killed in
battle. Though it was raining during the assault, morale was very high.

B. On the 10th, our 11th Army pinned down a regiment of the
enemy’s 8th Division at Xinfeng, and on the 11th our 22nd Army
reached out to Litaxu and cut off its retreat; so only five enemy regiments
were at Nanfeng. Because a blockhouse on the cast bank of the river
was captured by our 12th Army during the night, the enemy regiment
which was on the south bank of the river has withdrawn into Nanfeng
today and cut the pontoon bridge to show its determination to hold
the town and await reinforcements. Reinforcements seem to be advanc-
ing in three separate columns, two divisions from Nancheng, one from
Yihuang and two from Le’an. The enemy’s [Ith Division has already
started moving towards Yihuang.

C. Under the circumstances, we have changed the planned assault
on Nanfeng to a feint attack instcad and have decided to annihilate
the reinforcements first. Our forces are presently massing west of
Nanfeng and, after locating the enemy’s route of march today and
tomorrow, we shall try to clip one of its wings in the anticipated mobile
encounters, destroying its forces one by one.

V. TELEGRAM OF FEBRUARY 15

A. We have received a reliable report that while our troops have
been in Lichuan, the enemy’s deployment has been as follows: the central
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attacking force led by Chen Cheng is being divided into three separate
columns. The first column, under Luo Zhuoying, consists of the 11th,
52nd and 59th Divisions and is assembling at Yihuang and Tangyin;
the second column, under Wu Qiwei, consists of the 10th, 14th and
90th Divisions and i1s assembling at Fuzhou and Longgudu; and the
third column, under Zhao Guantao.* consists of the 5th, 6th, 9th and
79th Divisions and is assembling at Xuwan and Jinxi, with part of its
troops moving to Zixi. The 43rd Division is assembling between Yi-
huang and Le’an as a reserve force. All these columns are ordered to
complete their assembly before the 20th. The 4th and 83rd Divisions
are to serve as a general reserve.

B. Since our troops had been attacking vigorously at Nanfeng,
the enemy assembled his forces sooner than intended, the 11th Division
moving to Yihuang and Tangyin on the 14th of the month and the 52nd
and 59th Divisions starting towards Le’an in order to intercept us
from Dongbei, Huangbei and Xinfengshi; at present, both these divi-
sions are pushing on to Le’an. The second column is moving towards
Nanfeng and the 90th Division reached Dongguan on the 14th. We
have information that the 14th Division has also started to move, but
the 10th Division has not moved yet. The time and place for assembly
of the third column remain unchanged. The 43rd Division is moving
towards Yihuang, where one of its regiments is already stationed, and
it arrived at Gongbei on the 14th. The 27th Division is already assembled
at Yongfeng and Xin’gan.

C. We are now replacing our storming tactic with feint attacks
and are keeping watch on the enemy troops in Nanfeng with a view to
eliminating any reinforcements. It is possible that the enemy may change
his route of attack. Believing that our vigorous attacks on a strongly
fortified town must cause us losses, tire our forces and pin down our
troops, the enemy plans to send reinforcements to intercept us and
mount continuous attacks. He has decided to start his “suppression”
campaign on the 18th.

D. Our army is now assembling its forces in the area west of
Nanfeng and Litaxu, with its back to the Soviet arca. We are stepping
up our feint attacks on Nanfeng so as to induce the enemy to carry out
his “suppression” campaign along the route originally planned. Thus
we will be able to meet his right wing head-on first and wipe it out.

E. In storming Nanfeng, our army suffered more than 400
casualties.
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VI. TELEGRAM OF MARCH 2

A. Our forces have been locked in fierce battle with the enemy
for three days and nights. It would have been possible for us to go on and
rout or wipe out the enemy’s 11th Division on the third day had it not
been for the mountainous terrain, which made it difficult for our forces
to communicate with each other and with headquarters. After we had
wiped out the 52nd Division and the greater part of the 59th Division
on the second day, our troops were not in favourable positions for an
attack on the reinforcements from the 11th Division, so the battle was
not entirely ended yesterday and we continued to eliminate the remains
of the 59th Division. Still, our victory is unprecedented. The three
divisions of the enemy’s second column started to move west yesterday
to provide reinforcement, and they may reach Xinfengshi, Dongbei and
Huangbei today, cutting off our retreat. Thus we might find ourselves
encircled with the battlefield uncleared, the wounded not yet evacuated
and piles of captured equipment stacked everywhere. We will therefore
disengage from the victorious battle today and withdraw towards the
Xiaobu, Nantuan, Dongshao, Shuikou arca to regroup and prepare for
further fighting.

B. Because of our victory, the enemy forces have started to shift
their positions one after another. Besides the 11th and 28th Divisions,
which have arrived at Hekou, the 9th Division is recaching Xingfang
via Nancheng today, and the second column will move via Nanfeng,
Litaxu and Xinfeng to the Yongxingqiao-Raofang line, approaching
Dongbei and Huangbei tomorrow. A part of the third column took
Xiaoshi on the Ist, and today the 5th Division is being shifted to Long-
gudu. The 6th and 79th Divisions have changed their original plan
and will assemble at Nancheng west of the river.

VII. TELEGRAM OF MARCH 4

A. In the past few days the enemy has completely lost the initia-
tive. The three divisions of his second column had originally intended to
move from Xinfengshi to intercept us and cut off our retreat. But
when they learned that the 52nd and 59th Divisions had been wiped
out, they switched to a march on Huangbei. Then, on hearing that
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our forces had already left Huangbei, the 14th Division hastened to
move north to Yankou from Dangkou and Raofang, the 10th and 90th
Divisions stopped at Chongwudu, the 11th Division entered Huangbei
and the 9th Division rushed to Hekou. Today none of them moved.
The 5th Division of the third column was deployved at Longgudu, but
today it has been ordered to return to Nancheng via Yuekou. The
third column has already turned towards Nanfeng, and its advance
guard will be there tomorrow.

B. Yesterday Liu Heding® led a brigade and a regiment of the
enemy Fujian forces into the town of Taining. The 19th Route Army
had Ou Shounian’s division and Zhang Yan’s brigade assemble at
Yong’an on the 3rd to form the right wing while Shen Guanghan’s and
Zhang Zhen’s divisions form the left wing. The right wing is scheduled
to enter Liancheng on the 8th. This deployment was planned before
the battle of Huangbei.

C. The route of the central attacking force commanded by Chen
Cheng has changed. The third column has altered its course and is head-
ing for Nanfeng. The first and second columns (consisting of only
five divisions at present) may press in closer formation to Dongbei,
Huangbei, or Xinfengshi to seek a decisive engagement with our main
force around Dongshao and Hekou, while the third column moves
through Guangchang to Toubei and Dongshanba to cut off our retreat.

D. After our forces are assembled (the lst Army Group is carrying
captured equipment and must pass through Zhaoxie, which is quite a
distance away), we plan to take on one wing of the enemy forces and
destroy it in mobile warfare.

VIII. TELEGRAM OF MARCH 16

A. Two enemy columns from the north, cach comprising three
divisions, have drawn close together and are advancing southeast in
waves and reconnoitring. Today, the 14th Division of the advance
column has reached Xinfengshi, the 90th Division Houfang and the
10th Division Caotaigang. The rear column’s 9th Division has reached
Dongbei, the 5th Division Huangbei and the 11th Division Ancha and
Jiaohu. As for the enemy’s reserves, the 79th Division is in Yihuang
with two regiments in Hekou, the 6th Division is in Fuzhou, the whole
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of Xu Kexiang’s division is in Nancheng and Liu Shaoxian’s division
is in Le’an and Chongren; the rest have not moved.

B. We have ordered the 11th Army to march. By the 18th it can
reach a position northwest of Guangchang to co-ordinate with the
independent divisions and regiments and the local armed forces in
checking and tying down the enemy advance column, which is marching
on Guangchang. Our main force is deployed in readiness to spring
a flank attack on the enemy rear column and wipe out its rear guard
while it is on the move, thereby making it easier for us to destroy the
enemy forces one by one in consecutive operations.

C. Our Front Army began to move yesterday, but is still waiting
for an opportunity to go into action because the two enemy columns
are too close together. However, since this is the decisive battle in
the fourth counter-campaign, we have mobilized and deployed our units
to engage the three enemy divisions with the utmost determination and
readiness for every sacrifice.

IX. TELEGRAM OF MARCH 20

A. You will be briefed on the enemy’s situation in another telegram.

Our 11th Army reached the vicinity of Guangchang on the 18th. Our
plan is that, beginning on the 20th, it will lead the local armed forces
in checking the enemy advance column which is moving towards Guang-
chang and use its main force to cover our right flank from the rear by
preventing the enemy from turning back and sending out reinforcements.

B. We plan to launch a lightning attack on the enemy’s 11th Division
near Caotaigang and Xuzhuang at daybreak on the 21st, wiping it out
at one stroke, and then to mount an assault at Dongbei and Wulipai.

C. Under the command of Dong and Zhu,” the right wing, consist-
ing of the 5th Army Group, the 12th Army and the independent regi-
ments of Yihuang, will attack the left flank of the enemy units at Cao-
taigang and Xuzhuang from the recar at daybreak on the 21st with its
main force and will order part of its remaining forces to hold down the
enemy at Dongbei from the Mount Yaolanzhai side. The planned
manocuvres arc as follows:

(1) On the 20th, the 12th Army (with the two independent regiments
of Yihuang attached to it) is to reach the vicinity of Xiefan by dusk.
On the 21st it is to take a short-cut and ford the river at a suitable
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spot upstream from Houfang, seize positions around Mount Linggeng
and Mount Sanjiaozhai and launch a flank attack on the enemy at
Houfang, Xuzhuang and Mount Leigongsheng. Mcanwhile, it is to
dispatch part of its forces to lead the old independent regiment of
Yihuang to Shibei and Mount Yaolanzhai and engage the enemy forces
at Dongbei in guerrilla warfare. The new independent regiment is to
move to the arca southwest of Xinfengshi, destroy the road running
east-west (so as to prevent the enemy from turning back and sending
in reinforcements) and guard our right flank from the rear.

(2) The 5th Army Group is to reach the vicinity of Duanxi on the
20th and dispatch a detachment in disguise to press close to Houfang
and undertake guerrilla operations. At daybreak on the 21st it is to
skirt Mount Luoma and Mount Pili and attack the enemy forces at
Houfang, Xuzhuang and Mount Leigongsheng.

D. Under the command of Peng and Teng.” the left wing, consisting
of the 3rd and the 1st Army Groups, the 21st Army and the 5th Indepen-
dent Division, is to quickly wipe out the enemy forces around Caotai-
gang at daybreak on the 21st and then launch an assault on the enemy
at Dongbei. Its scheduled manoeuvres are as follows:

(1) On the 20th, the 3rd Army Group is to have a covering force
occupy the Jieshang-Mount Leimu line to provide protection, so that
its main force can reach the vicinity of Dongbianling and Liangxi by
dusk and, moving from southwest to northeast, attack the enemy at
Caotaigang at daybreak on the 21st.

(2) On the 20th, the Ist Army Group is to have a covering force
occupy positions round Sanxi to provide protection, so that its main
force can reach the Daping-Xufang-Zhizhou line by dusk and, moving
from west to ecast, launch an assault on the enemy forces around
Tieshi’ao at daybreak on the 21st, thereby cutting off contact between
the enemy units in Dongbei and Caotaigang.

(3) The 21st Army (under the direct command of Lin®™ and Nie®)
is to have a covering force occupy positions around Wangdu and Shang-
bu to provide protection, so that its main force can reach the vicinity
of Guwangkeng and Qiuping by dusk and, moving from west to cast,
start its offensive against the enemy at Dongbei at daybreak on the
21st.

(4) The 5th Independent Division (likewise under the direct com-
mand of Lin and Nie) will leave Wucheng for Mount Xiushan at dawn
on the 21st and make a feint attack from north to south against the
enemy forces at Wulipai, while guarding our left flank.
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E. The demarcation line between the battle areas for the two wings
runs along the right side of the road from Dongbianling to Dongbei
(the road itsclf comes under the left wing).

F. The 22nd Army will serve as a general reserve. It will remain
where it is on the 20th, and on the 21st it will advance on the left,
following the Ist Army Group. When required, it is to be commanded
directly by Lin and Nie.

G. The Medical Department of the Ist Army Group plans to set
up a field hospital at Changluo. The Medical Department of the 3rd
Army Group plans to set up a station in Xuzhuang and Yinshui. The
rear liaison line remains as provided for in the plan of operations.

H. We plan to move our headquarters to a point near Liangxi
tomorrow (the 21st).



THREE TELEGRAMS RELATING TO
THE XI’AN INCIDENT

December 1936

I. THE NEGOTIATIONS WITH T. V. SOONG
December 23, 1936

1. T. V. Soong, Soong Meci-ling and Jiang Dingwen®*® arrived in
Xi’an yesterday. Chiang Kai-shek hinted to T. V. Soong that he would
reshuffle the government, hold a national salvation conference three
months from now, rcorganize the Kuomintang and approve an alliance
with Russia and co-operation with the Communist Party.

2. Zhang Xueliang,” Yang Hucheng®™ and T held negotiations with
T. V. Soong today.

First, I put forward the six-point proposal of the Chinese Communist
Party and the Red Army:

a. Stop fighting and withdraw the Kuomintang troops to east of
Tongguan.

b. Reorganize the Nanjing government, expel the pro-Japanese
faction and bring in people who are for resistance to Japan.

c. Release political prisoners and guarantee democratic rights.

d. Stop the suppression of Communists, unite with the Red Army
to resist Japanese aggression and permit open activity by the Com-

At the critical juncture when the Japanese imperialists were trying to turn China
into a colony, the Kuomintang Northeastern Army, headed by General Zhang Xue-
liang, and the Kuomintang 17th Route Army, headed by General Yang Hucheng,
made the demand under the influence of the Red Army and the anti-Japanese peo-
ple’s movement that Chiang Kai-shek stop the civil war and unite the country for re-
sistance against Japan. Chiang refused. On December 12, 1936, Zhang and Yang
arrested him in Xi’an. The pro-Japanese faction in the Kuomintang, head-
ed by Wang Jingwei and He Yingqin, prepared to exploit this opportunity to
launch a large-scale civil war, get rid of Chiang Kai-shek and take his place. The
policy of the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party was to oppose a
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munists. (The Red Army is to retain its independent organization and
command. Pending the convocation of a democratic national assembly,
the Soviet areas” should continue to function as usual, but the words
“Anti-Japanese” or “National Salvation”™ may be added to their names.)

¢. Convene a national salvation conference representing all parties,
groups, sections of the population and armies.

f. Co-operate with all countries that sympathize with China’s
resistance to Japan.

We demanded that Chiang Kai-shek accept the above six-point
proposal and ensure its implementation and promised that the Chinese
Communist Party and the Red Army would support him in unifying
China to fight Japan. Soong expressed his personal agreement with
these proposals and promised to relay them to Chiang.

Second, the measures proposed by Soong and the discussion that
followed:

a. Soong proposed that a transitional government be set up first
and reorganized into an anti-Japanese government three months later.
For the present, He Yingqin, Zhang Qun, Zhang Jia’ao, Jiang Dingwen,
Wu Dingchang and Chen Shaokuan® are to be dismissed from their
posts. He recommended H. H. Kung for President of the Executive
Yuan, himself for Vice-President and concurrently Finance Minister,
Xu Xinliu or Yan Huiqing for Foreign Minister, Zhao Daiwen or Shao
Lizi (Shao being recommended by Zhang Xueliang and Yang Hucheng)
for Minister of the Interior, Yan Zhong"” or Hu Zongnan for War
Minister, Chen Jiliang or Shen Honglie for Minister of the Navy, Sun
Fo or Zeng Yangfu for Minister of Railways, Zhu Jiahua or Yu Feipeng
for Minister of Communications, Lu Zuofu for Minister of Industry
and Zhang Boling or Wang Shijie for Minister of Education. We
recommended Soong Ching Ling, Du Zhongyuan, Shen Junru and
Zhang Naiqi” as members of the Executive Yuan. T. V. Soong stressed
that he was only proposing a transitional government which would be

new civil war, settle the Xi’an Incident peacefully and force Chiang to resist Japan.
The Party sent Comrades Zhou Enlai, Bo Gu (Qin Bangxian) and Ye Jianying to
Xi’an as its representatives. Thanks to the arduous efforts of Zhou Enlai and the
other comrades, the Xi’an Incident was settled peacefully. This marked a turning
point in the general situation. The changed circumstances made internal co-operation
possible, and the nationwide war of resistance against Japanese aggression soon got
under way. These three telegrams were sent to the Central Committee of the CPC in
the course of the negotiations. The last two were signed jointly by Comrades Zhou

Enlai and Bo Gu.
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completely reorganized after three months when resistance to Japan was
made official. We agreed in principle, asked Soong to take responsibility
for carrying out the agreement and said that Du Zhongyuan, Shen
Junru and Zhang Naiqi might serve as Vice-Ministers.

b. Soong suggested that Chiang Kai-shek return to Nanjing as
soon as he had issued the order for withdrawal of the troops and that
the seven patriotic leaders’ be released upon Chiang’s arrival in Nan-
jing. We insisted that first the government troops be withdrawn and
the patriotic leaders set free.

c. We proposed that during the period of the transitional govern-
ment, a Northwestern Joint Army should be formed, that the Northeast-
ern Army, the 17th Route Army and the Red Army should establish
a joint committee under the leadership of Zhang Xueliang, that the
committee should make preparations for resistance to Japan by seeing
to it that troops were trained and army units brought up to full
strength, and that Nanjing should be responsible for material assistance.
Soong said that this proposal could be forwarded to Chiang.

d. We said that when Chiang had agreed to the above measures we
would discuss the various problems (the six points mentioned earlier)
with him directly. Soong replied that we should first meet with Soong
Mei-ling. (T. V. Soong and Zhang Xucliang both said that she was
strongly in favour of domestic peace and resistance to Japan.)

3. If you agree to the principles stated above, I will hold direct talks
as a plenipotentiary with Chiang Kai-shek. But you must let me know
your decision as to the conditions which have to be met before Chiang
is allowed to leave for Nanjing. Please reply at once.

II. THE RESULTS OF THE NEGOTIATIONS WITH
T. V. SOONG AND SOONG MEI-LING

December 25, 1936

1. The results of the negotiations with T. V. Soong and Soong Mei-
ling:

a. H. H. Kung and T. V. Soong are to rcorganize the Execcutive
Yuan, and Soong is to take full responsibility for forming a government
satisfactory to the people and for ridding it of the pro-Japanese faction.

b. The two Soongs are to take full responsibility for the withdrawal
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of troops and the removal of the government armies under Hu Zongnan
and others from the Northwest. Jiang Dingwen has already conveyed
Chiang Kai-shek’s written order to cease fire and withdraw troops
(their front-line troops have already pulled back).

c¢. Chiang Kai-shek has promised to release the patriotic leaders
after his return, and we may publish the news in advance. T. V. Soong
is to take responsibility for the release.

d. For the time being, the Soviets and the Red Army can go on as
usual. The two Soongs guaranteed that Chiang would stop suppressing
Communists and would give us material assistance through Zhang Xue-
liang (T. V. Soong pledged to give the amounts that will be agreed
on by Zhang Xueliang and ourselves). When the war of resistance
starts in three months, the Red Army will change its designation, come
under unified command and engage in joint operations.

e. T. V. Soong indicated that no national assembly would be con-
vened but that Kuomintang meetings would be held first to broaden
the government and then a national salvation conference of all parties
and groups would be convoked. Chiang Kai-shek has indicated his
readiness to reorganize the Kuomintang three months hence.

f. T. V. Soong has promised to release all the political prisoners
by batches; he is to confer with Madame Sun Yat-sen on the measures
to be taken.

g. The Communist Party can operate openly once the war of resist-
ance is under way.

h. The government’s foreign policy will be one of alliance with the
Soviet Union and co-ordination with Britain, the United States and
France.

i. Upon his return to Nanjing, Chiang Kai-shek will issue a state-
ment to the nation reproaching himself and will resign his post as
President of the Executive Yuan.

j- T. V. Soong expressed the hope that we would back him up in
his advocacy of resistance to Japan and in his struggle against the pro-
Japanese faction. He asked that we station some person in Shanghai
to maintain secret contact with him.

2. Chiang Kai-shek is ill. When I saw him, he indicated:

a. The suppression of Communists will stop, there will be an
alliance with the Red Army to resist Japan, the unification of China
will be brought about and the unified country will be under his
leadership.
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b. T. V. Soong, Soong Mei-ling and Zhang Xueliang have full
powers to represent him in discussing the solution of all the problems
with me (see above).

¢. When he gets back to Nanjing, | can go there to negotiate directly
with him.

3. T. V. Soong insisted that we trust him. He was willing to assume
full responsibility for implementing the above terms. He requested
that Chiang Kai-shek and Soong Mei-ling be allowed to leave today.
Zhang Xueliang had agreed and was ready to accompany Chiang per-
sonally. Yang Hucheng and we agreed to the terms. But we thought
there should be a political document before their departure. We in-
dicated that we did not agree to Chiang’s departure today, nor did we
agree that Zhang should go with him. But before our note reached
Zhang, he had already left with Chiang Kai-shek, Soong Mei-ling and
T. V. Soong on a flight to Luoyang.

4. Judging from what has happened, there was a real change in
Chiang Kai-shek’s attitude while he was here. He is sincere in dele-
gating matters to T. V. Soong, and Soong is really determined to resist
Japan and make arrangements for the reorganization of the Executive
Yuan. Therefore, although it is regrettable that Chiang was allowed
to lecave and Zhang went with him, things have generally taken a turn
for the better.

5. Our present military dispositions remain unchanged and our
troops are on the alert.

(When he was about to leave, Chiang Kai-shek said to Zhang Xue-
liang and Yang Hucheng, “Up to today, you would have been respon-
sible for the outbreak of civil war; henceforth, it is I who will take
responsibility if it breaks out again. From now on I will never engage
in the suppression of Communists. I admit my past mistakes, but
you must also admit yours.”)

ITI. THE SITUATION AND OUR POLICY AFTER THE
PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT OF THE XI"AN INCIDENT

December 29, 1936

We put forward the following for your consideration:
1. The peaceful settlement of the Xi’an Incident marks the begin-
ning of a new stage in China’s political life. It means:
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a. A halt in the attacks on the Red Army;

b. An end to the policy of concession in external affairs;

c. The formation of a preliminary national united front; and

d. The immediate possibility that the two provinces of Shaanxi and
Gansu can become anti-Japanese base areas.

2. The Xi’an Incident and its peaceful settlement signify a divi-
sion and re-alignment of class forces and, in particular, a process of
definitive division in the bourgeois camp. They are significant because
they have rallied and consolidated the left wing in the bourgeois camp
and discredited the notion that a middle course is possible. But the
process of division is not yet complete, and generally speaking, there
are still three groups — the anti-Japanese, the capitulationist and the
middle. The new changes are as follows:

a. The anti-Japanese forces have been strengthened and at least
partially legalized;

b. A fatal blow has been dealt to the pro-Japanese faction; and

¢. The middle-of-the-roaders are beginning to draw closer to the
left wing (although haltingly and slowly as before, that is, still trying
to retain their middle position).

Our policy should be to combat the pro-Japanese faction, strengthen
the left wing with the Northwest as its centre, and influence and draw
in the middle-of-the-roaders.

3. The government headed by H. H. Kung and T. V. Soong will
be a transitional government. It will follow a relatively hard line on
the question of China’s relations with Japan — the fundamental ques-
tion at present — and will probably take a small step forward on the
question of democracy, but clearly it will continue the old course of
action on many other issues. We should regard it as a transitional
government; in other words, while not in the least relaxing our criticism
of its weaknesses, we should encourage and support its anti-Japanese
tendencies and try to bring about gradual, even if not major, democratic
reforms. Like all transitional governments, it is bound to vacillate,
and therec are various possibilities as to its future. We should combat
every instance of vacillation and push it to become an anti-Japanese
government.

4. Given the circumstances, the movement for the convocation of
an anti-Japanese national salvation conference is of great significance
in terms of mobilizing, arousing and organizing the masses and of bring-
ing about a more favourable turn of events. We should try to co-
ordinate the demand that Nanjing convene a conference on internal
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peace with the people’s movement in favour of such peace. But the
timing of the conference and its success depend on the growth of the
popular movement. This is an important link in the chain of events,
the key factor in strengthening the mass character of the anti-Japanese
united front.

5. Another central link is the consolidation of the Northwest and
its conversion into an anti-Japanese base area and a model united front
area. To accomplish this we must:

a. Formulate and implement a common programme for co-operation
among the three sides and a military plan for the Northwest;

b. Strengthen and transform the forces under Zhang Xueliang and
Yang Hucheng; allow the Red Army to rest and consolidate and to
regularize itself on a new basis; and ensure co-operation and assistance
among the three sides on the basis of mutual respect and interest;

c. Launch and expand mass movements and democratize and re-
organize local governments; and

d. Solve the question of the Hui nationality in Ningxia, Qinghai,
and western Gansu.

6. We should adhere to our position as the organizer and mobilizer
of the nationwide movement of unity for resistance against Japan. On
the one hand, provided there is agreement on resistance to Japan and
struggle against the pro-Japanese elements, we should co-operate with
the left-wingers in Nanjing and win the middle-of-the-roaders over to
our side. On the other hand, we should unite with various groupings
outside Nanjing and, with the Northwest as our centre and resistance
to Japan as our precondition and objective, act as a force pushing
Nanjing to the left.

7. We should transform all Party work, adapting it to the new
circumstances, so that the Party becomes the leader in the political life
of the country. We should:

a. Revive Party work in the big cities and, first of all, among the
working class;

b. Turn the scattered guerrilla units in various places into peasant
self-defence forces, so that they become seedbeds for the peasant move-
ment;

c. Move the Central Committee of the Party to an area where it will
be better able to give leadership to the political life of the entire country;
and

d. Educate and re-educate the cadres.



ANNOUNCEMENT OF KUOMINTANG-
COMMUNIST CO-OPERATION
BY THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE
COMMUNIST PARTY OF CHINA

July 15, 1937

Dear Fellow-Countrymen,

With the greatest enthusiasm, the Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party of China announces to our eclders, brothers and sisters
all over the country that to save our motherland at a time when it is
faced with a most serious crisis and its very fate is at stake, we have
reached an understanding with the Kuomintang on the basis of peace,
unification and united resistance to foreign aggression and have joined
together with them to meet the crisis. This has enormous significance
for the future of our great Chinese nation! For, as we all know, with
our nation facing extreme peril today, it is only through internal unity
that we can defeat Japanese imperialist aggression. Now that the
foundation has been laid for national unity and the basis created for
the independence, freedom and liberation of our nation, the Central
Committee of the Chinese Communist Party salutes the splendid future
of our people.

However, we know that the task of turning bright promise into
reality and creating a new China, independent, happy and free, will
demand tenacious, dauntless struggle on the part of our countrymen
and, indeed, of every patriotic descendant of our common ancestor,
the Yellow Emperor Huangdi. On this occasion, the Communist Party
of China would like to set forth to all our countrymen the gencral
objectives of our struggle. They are the following:

This declaration was drafted on July 4, 1937. It was sent to the Kuomintang by
the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party on July 15 but was not
published by the Central News Agency of the Kuomintang until September 22.
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1. To strive for the independence, freedom and liberation of the
Chinese nation. First of all, it is necessary earnestly and speedily to
preparc and launch a national revolutionary war of resistance, in order
to recover our lost lands and restore our territorial integrity and sover-
eignty.

2. To put democracy into effect and convene a national assembly
to frame and adopt a constitution and draw up a policy of national
salvation.

3. To enable the Chinese people to lead a happy and prosperous
life. Effective measures must first be taken to provide famine relief,
ensure a stable livelihood, develop a defence economy, deliver the
people from suffering and improve their living conditions.

These are China’s urgent needs and they constitute the goal of our
struggle. We are convinced that they will receive the warm support
of all our countrymen. The Communist Party of China wishes to attain
these general objectives by joint effort with all our countrymen.

The Chinese Communist Party is fully aware that in marching to-
wards this lofty goal, we need to overcome many obstacles and difficul-
ties, and that, first of all, we will encounter obstruction and sabotage
by the Japanesc imperialists. To strip the enemy of any pretext for
his intrigues and to remove any misunderstanding among all well-
intentioned doubters, the Central Committee of the Communist Party
of China finds it necessary to proclaim its sincere devotion to the cause
of national liberation. Therefore, it once again solemnly declares to
the whole nation:

(I) that Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s Three People’s Principles being what
China needs today, our Party is ready to fight for their complete real-
ization ;

(2) that we shall give up our policy of encouraging insurrection to
overthrow the Kuomintang regime, call off the Sovietization movement
and discontinue the policy of forcible confiscation of the land of the
landlords;

(3) that we shall abolish the present Soviet governments and call
for the practice of democracy in the hope that state power will be unified
throughout the country; and

(4) that the Red Army will give up its present name and designa-
tion, that it will be rcorganized as part of the National Revolutionary
Army and placed under the Military Council of the National Govern-
ment and that it will be ready for orders to march to the anti-Japanese
front and do its duty.
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Dear fellow-countrymen! Our Party has long since shown in word
and deed before the whole country an open, selfless attitude and a
readiness to compromise for the common good, which have won the
commendation of all. Now, with a view to uniting with the Kuomin-
tang in good faith, consolidating the peace and unity of the whole coun-
try and carrying out a national revolutionary war against Japan, we are
ready to honour forthwith those of our promises which have not yet
been formally carried out — for example, to abolish the Soviet arcas
and to redesignate the Red Army — so that the united strength of the
entire country may be used to resist foreign aggression.

The Japanese aggressors have driven deep into our country and
disaster is imminent. Fellow-countrymen, arise and unite as one!
Our great, ancient Chinese nation is indomitable. Arise and fight
for national unity! Fight to overthrow Japanese imperialist oppres-
sion! The Chinese nation will surely triumph.

For victory in the War of Resistance Against Japan!

For a new China, independent, happy and free!

The Central Committee of the Communist
Party of China



OPPOSE SEEKING PEACE THROUGH
COMPROMISE, PERSIST IN THE WAR OF
RESISTANCE IN NORTH CHINA

November 13, 1937

A. Now that Taiyuan has been lost, the enemy is driving south-
ward. The fighting in and around Shanghai has shifted to Songjiang,
and the Pudong district has been lost. Britain and the United States
have come forward as mediators. The Japanese stipulate four condi-
tions: (1) the designation of the occupied parts of Shanghai as conces-
sion areas;” (2) the granting of autonomy to north China; (3) the grant-
ing of independence to Inner Mongolia; and (4) the abrogation of
China’s fishing rights. As a result, there has been a growing sense
of defeat and a craven desire for peace in Shanghai and Nanjing. The
situation in Shanxi is also critical. Yan Xishan™ will not stir from
his stronghold in the Liiliang Mountains. He stays in Shikou Town-
ship and Xixian County, massing his Officers’ Training Corps, the
“Daredevil” Corps and the Young Vanguards.” He will not come
to Linfen. If he wins victories, he will expand the guerrilla war. If
not, he will retreat west of the Huanghe River. He has left the direc-
tion of the entire operation to Huang Shaohong and Wei Lihuang.™
Huang has already lost confidence. Wei verbally agrees to our posi-
tion on protracted and guerrilla war, but his heart is no longer in Shanxi.
The various armies are all planning to retreat across the river. Chiang
Kai-shek does not seem to be as determined as before in ordering
them to stand fast. As for Liu Xiang,” Yan Xishan hopes that he
will not come to Shanxi to take command. So there is not much hope
of stopping the enemy at Mount Hanxinling, Lingshi County. It is

A telegram sent from Linfen, Shanxi to Comrades Mao Zedong, Zhang Wentian,
Zhu De, Peng Dehuai and Ren Bishi.
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now only a matter of time before the enemy reaches Fenglingdu in his
push southward.

B. Therefore, | propose the following:

1. Oppose seeking peace through compromise and persist in the
War of Resistance in north China. This should be taken as the central
theme of all our mobilization efforts. We should point out that all
thosec who want to rctreat across the river are helping the Japancse
aggressors gain control of north China.

2. Stress guerrilla warfare and try to influence and win over the
friendly forces so that they will act in unison with us. The friendly
forces may be divided into three groups: a) sympathizers, such as the
“Daredevil” Corps and the Officers’ Training Corps; b) those with
whom we have connections, such as the brigade under Xu Quanzhong,
the division under Zhao Shoushan and the army under Sun Weiru;”
and ¢) those with whom we have some contact.

3. Promote extensive guerrilla warfare and train cadres so as to
persist in the War of Resistance. a) The Red Army has already or-
ganized as many as 10,000 people in guerrilla units under its leader-
ship; b) fourteen counties in Shanxi are known to have guerrilla units,
with a total of over 4,000 people; c) the General Mobilization Com-
mittee has organized and is leading 1,000 people.” As far as the
training of cadres for guerrilla warfare is concerned, each military
district should organize its own training corps to absorb young students,
workers and peasants from different regions.

4. Expand the Red Army so as to strengthen the decisive role of
the regular forces (it is in this task that we have been least successful).
Hu Fu has proposed that we increase the number of troops to 100,000
in three months.”™ I agree. I also suggest that we recruit 30,000 in
north China, 5,000 in northern Shaanxi and 15,000 in the old Soviet
areas.”” Would Zhu De, Peng Dehuai and Ren Bishi please give orders
regarding measures for recruiting the 30,000 men in north China? The
local Party organizations and local governments are to co-operate.

5. Unhesitatingly take in enemy soldiers who have been routed and
collect all guns and materials left by them. This work has just begun.
Some results have been achieved on the eastern front, but difficulties
have arisen on the western front due to lack of troops.

6. Strengthen our work in the various military districts. To ac-
complish this in southeastern Shanxi I suggest that Song Rengiong”
and Peng Zhen'’ be sent to take charge there, with the 8,000 men in
the “Daredevil” Corps as their basic force. In southern Shanxi, Peng
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Xuefeng'"' should be given the leading role and made responsible for
the work of the Party committees of the army and the government, so
as to concentrate and co-ordinate the activities of the Party, government
and army.

7. Democratize local government and then extend democratization
to the provincial level.

&. Carry out the Party’s policies for the war zones, organize the
people and launch mass struggles.

9. Intensify the struggle against collaborators.

C. Hu Fu will wire the arrangements concerning Party work.



THE PRESENT CRISIS IN THE WAR OF
RESISTANCE AND THE TASKS TO BE
UNDERTAKEN IN PURSUING THE WAR
IN NORTH CHINA

November 16, 1937

I. THE STATE OF THE WAR OF RESISTANCE
AND THE PRESENT CRISIS

With the fall of Shanghai and Taiyuan, a new crisis in the War of
Resistance is developing. The crisis has two aspects. First, we find
ourselves in an interval between a war of resistance conducted by gov-
ernment forces, a war which is increasingly difficult to carry on, and
a war of resistance conducted by the whole people, a war which has
not yet come into being. Second, both internally and externally there
is growing sentiment in favour of mediation. Let’s make a concrete
analysis.

A. The war situation. The Japanese aggressors have occupied
Shanghai and broken through at Songjiang, and our line of defence has
been pulled back to Jiashan, Suzhou, Kunshan and Liuhe. In north
China, since the occupation of Taiyuan, the enemy forces have been
pressing on a line linking Fenyang, Jiexiu and Zihong Township. And
there are reports that they are also advancing along the Beiping-Hankou
and the Tianjin-Pukou Railways. The Japanese aggressors’ hope is,
after a little regrouping, to compel our main force to withdraw south
of the Huanghe River and then announce to the world that the war
in north China has in the main come to an end and also that they have
taken Shanghai. They would then go ahead with their plan of creating
an “autonomous” north China and a “neutral” Shanghai, splitting off

A specch made at a mass meeting in Linfen, Shanxi. It was published in the
Hankou weekly, The Masses, Vol. I, No. 2.
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the Hui and Mongolian regions and harassing central and south China.
This plan could be carried out under cover of talk of an armistice agree-
ment so as to dupe the other powers and lure collaborators. Tt’s much
more diabolical than open aggression!

B. The international situation. The conference of the Nine-Power
Treaty countries'” has given evidence of the initiative of Britain and
the United States and of the co-operation between them, but they still
have mediation as their central motive. They are reluctant to consider
sanctions, and therefore the tougher Japan is, the more helpless they
become. The main purpose of their mediation is temporary relaxation
— something which can be achieved only at the expense of China’s
national interests. Accordingly, the consular corps in Shanghai is open-
ly engaged in a peace campaign, and Germany and Italy give full en-
dorsement to Japan’s claims. Besides refusing to take part in the con-
ference of the Nine-Power Treaty countries, Japan has put forward its
six demands.'” Britain and the United States have stated that even
if Japan takes a tough attitude and China persists in the war against
aggression, they will keep the conference going and are prepared to
seck out new opportunities for mediation. Such being the position of
Britain and the United States, the Soviet Union naturally cannot act
alone, although it has already given effective support to China both
morally and practically.

C. The military situation. A considerable part of China’s regular
forces has already been used; at the same time, nothing has been done
on a national scale to effect a general mobilization of the people, reform
the armed forces, change strategy and tactics or improve work in the
rear areas. And some of the officers and men are experiencing dis-
appointment and demoralization due to sctbacks in the war, losses
suffered by the troops and the inadequacy of provisions. It will not
do for us to rely on the existing regular forces to carry on a protracted
war of resistance, for their confidence in victory has already been
badly shaken.

D. Mobilization of the people. Over the last three to four months,
the Kuomintang has not loosened its control either over the government
or over the mobilization of the people. To this very day the Kuomin-
tang party headquarters is sticking to the policy of control over the
mobilization work. Control without mobilization is a universal phenom-
enon. As a result, in many big cities, popular movements are even
less active than in the earlier period of partial war. The situation at
the front is not evoking popular response, the rear areas are not getting
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popular support, and it is impossible to organize people’s armed forces.
This is creating compliant subjects for the Japanese and opponents for
ourselves. Defeats in battle are less to be feared than the low morale
of the people! If we lose the people, the situation will be irretrievable.

Owing to these grave phenomena, the sentiment in favour of media-
tion is gradually increasing both internally and externally, which gives
rise to the following dangers:

A. Collaborationist regimes are on the upswing. For example, the
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“Autonomous Administration of North China”,' the “associations for

L

the preservation of order”™ in Shanghai and north China and the “in-

“as well as individual

dependence movement” of Inner Mongolia"
collaborators are becoming more and more active.

B. Capitulationism is growing. Pro-Japanese elements are becom-
ing active and are proposing direct negotiation with Japan. The pro-
British and pro-U.S. forces are weak and lacking in self-confidence and
arc proposing to negotiate terms through Britain and the United States.
Those who are disappointed with the Soviet Union propose bringing
the war to an end. All these are different forms of capitulationism. But
Wang Jingwei'” has said that persons who advocate peace through
conciliation are traitors, and Chiang Kai-shek has also said that he will
sce the War of Resistance through to the end and that whoever talks
compromise now is a traitor. The government has also instructed the
Chinese delegation that unless the Japanese troops are withdrawn from
China, there is no room for mediation. This is a telling blow to capit-
ulationism!

C. The idea of creating “special areas™ is gaining ground.'” The
“Hebei-Chahar Special Area” continues to exert an influence on the
minds of many people, inducing them to dream of a life of temporary
ease in these areas. Is such a life possible? Absolutely not. On
the contrary, such transitional political set-ups foster collaborators,
demoralize the people and lead to the betrayal of justice. So it is
absolutely necessary to sever diplomatic relations with Japan. Defeats
cannot reduce the Chinesc pecople to subjugation, but the special arcas
can doom the Chinese nation beyond redemption.

D. Defeatist sentiment is emerging. Military failures encourage
the idea that all is lost, that the choice is either to stake everything
on a throw of the dice and put up a last-ditch fight or else to retreat
for self-preservation. Since there is no hope of victory in a last-ditch
battle, the tendency is to favour withdrawing across the Huanghe River
and self-preservation. But is it true that it is no longer possible to
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put up a fight in north China? If so, then withdrawing across the
Huanghe River won’t save anyone’s skin either. Therefore, withdraw-
ing across the river without orders is equivalent to allowing the Japanese
aggressors to take control of north China.

We must struggle to the finish to eliminate all these tendencies and
overcome all these dangers. To this end we must persevere in the
War of Resistance Against Japan. Only when the whole people rise
to resist aggression can the war be continued, and only when we per-
severe in the war can we hope to get help from friendly countries, to
resist any mediation efforts unfavourable to us and ultimately to defeat
the enemy.

II. THE POSSIBILITY OF PERSISTING IN THE
WAR OF RESISTANCE IN NORTH CHINA
AND ITS PROSPECTS

There is a crisis in the War of Resistance and the Japanese invaders
are making every effort to aggravate it. The core of their scheme is
to compel our troops to withdraw across the Huanghe River quickly,
leaving north China in their hands, and then to exploit the situation
to the full. The attack on Shanghai was originally intended as a
diversionary action on a sccondary front, but to their surprise, the
enemy troops suffered heavy losses in the Shanghai battle; they have
closed in on Suzhou and are now advancing on Nanjing. But their
strategic focus is north China and taking it is still their first priority.
Therefore, if the resistance were allowed to end in north China, the
crisis involving the whole war would become extremely grave. What’s
more, it would give the Japanese invaders a breathing spell prior to
further action.

Therefore, if we are to persist in the War of Resistance, the central
task must be to persist in the war in north China. If the war in north
China can be protracted, the Japanese aggressors will have no way of
realizing their whole scheme. Now that Taiyuan has fallen, can the
war in north China be continued? Can it be continued for a long time?
Our answer 1is, it certainly can.

First, the present crisis in the war in north China can be overcome
and a successful counter-attack can be launched, if the central govern-
ment can send competent, fresh troops here, if it can organize an offen-
sive co-ordinating all the battle fronts, if it can change its purely defen-
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sive strategy and tactics by dispatching fresh troops to operate in the
enemy’s rear area and if it can mobilize the masses of the people to join
in the war!

Second, if the above measures cannot be adopted now and the enemy
continues to advance and occupies Fenglingdu, our river port for cross-
ing, in an attempt to control vital spots along the Huanghe River, we
still have a way of carrying on a protracted war in north China including
Shanxi. The conditions favourable to such a war arc as follows:

A. Given its military strength, the enemy cannot control the whole
of north China — not even all the cities, to say nothing of the villages.
They can’t control all the vital railways and main roads either. There-
fore, they will have to use their Chinese collaborators’ troops to hold
many cities and towns, while concentrating their own troops and heavy
weapons on defending important routes of communication and employ-
ing their main strength to fight our forces. That is very good. We
can use guerrillas to wipe out the collaborators, arm the masses, use
part of our lightly-equipped troops to raid and cut off the main enemy
communication routes and to seize their supplies and ammunition, and
use our main forces to seek and wipe out part of the enemy forces in
the mountain areas. All this is entirely possible. Witness the Eighth
Route Army’s recovery of fourteen county seats in enemy rear areas,
its burning of twenty-two enemy planes, its recent recapture of Nan-
huaihua and its defeat of many advancing enemy troops.'”

B. Protracted warfare is also possible in terms of topography. The
ecnemy troops are trained for operations along railways or main roads
but not in mountain areas; moreover, they aren’t familiar with the roads
in our interior. The whole of Shanxi, the western part of Hebei and
Chahar Provinces, and areas bordering on Rehe and Hebei Provinces
are mountainous and eminently suitable for the survival, functioning
and growth of our forces.

C. So far as climate is concerned, no foreigners are as well adapted
as the Chinese; winter and spring are especially hard on the Japanese
troops.

D. Popular support is fundamental. In their aggression against
China, for all their deceptions and enticements the Japanese invaders
are able to buy only a handful of collaborators, while the majority of
the pecople arc suffering materially. Thus, popular resistance is the
primary condition for protracted war. The more the enemy is destruc-
tive, the more awakened the people become in their fight for national
survival.
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E. There has already been an initial expansion of the people’s
armed forces. Their extensive growth in the area bordering on Shanxi,
Hebei and Chahar Provinces in particular will make that area a model
for protracted warfare in north China.

F. The determination of government leaders and the armed forces
constitutes a principal condition for carrying on a protracted war of
resistance in north China. At present, Chiang Kai-shek, Yan Xishan™
and quite a few army units are strengthening their war efforts. We
hope they will go a step further and carry out comprehensive planning.

G. Finally, the fact that the Eighth Route Army is staying on to
fight in north China is also an important element favouring the prosecu-
tion of a protracted war there, because the Eighth Route Army is the
Red Army under a new name and it has long experience in mobile and
guerrilla warfare. It will turn this experience to good account, influ-
ence the friendly forces and organize and lead the masses in waging war.

All these favourable factors ecnsure great potential for a pro-
tracted war of resistance in north China. In the most difficult times,
resistance will mainly take the form of guerrilla warfare in order to
hold on. Though this will go on for some time, the situation will
certainly be different from the one prevailing in the four northeastern
provinces during the past six years. This protracted war will pro-
mote the nationwide War of Resistance and gain the time needed to
organize new army units throughout the country. On the other hand,
the nationwide War of Resistance will give support to the war in north
China, making it impossible for Japan to conclude it and thus furthering
the world campaign to aid China. Therefore, this guerrilla war gives
us prospects for victory. Through a protracted war the guerrillas will
gain strength, arm the masses, recover many cities and towns, disrupt
the enemy’s communication lines, wipe out part of his forces and,
finally, with the participation of fresh forces from the whole country,
we will launch a victorious counter-attack, recover the lost territories
and drive the invading Japanese imperialists out of China.

ITI. THE TASKS TO BE UNDERTAKEN
IN PURSUING

THE WAR OF RESISTANCE IN NORTH CHINA

How are we to persist in the War of Resistance in north China?
This is the question we ought to discuss now. In other words, what
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must we do to carry out a protracted war of resistance in north China?
There are four main tasks:

1. Reform the armed forces. With the continuation of the war
there are fewer and fewer regular armies left. Yet when we go into
battle, we should have well-organized armies. Therefore, it becomes
an urgent task to reform the old armies and organize new ones. The
object in reforming an army is not to change its personnel but to reform
its structure. Hereafter, army units fighting in north China should be
reorganized to adapt to mobile and guerrilla warfare in mountain areas;

3 110

a “triple system should be instituted with guerrilla units, light gear
and supplies, and plenty of communications equipment. Next, a system
of political work must be established and made the lifeline in con-
solidating the army. We should encourage the voluntary observance
of discipline to ensure a close relationship between the soldiers and the
people. Third, we must improve the life of our soldiers. There must
be equality in their political life, the companies must keep open accounts,
the living standards of the soldiers must be raised and unity must be
established between officers and men. Fourth, commanders of the
army units must be given the power to make independent decisions,
so that they can operate independently in separate arcas and have no
fear of remaining behind enemy lines or of being cut off. Fifth, our
strategy and tactics must be changed. We must understand that we
are now carrying on field operations, mobile warfare, and guerrilla
warfare and that the important thing is therefore men and not territory.
Sixth, we must establish rear arcas for the army units and ensure an
uninterrupted flow of supplies from them, so that the troops can exist
independently even under difficult conditions. Thus reformed, the
army will be dynamic, close to the people and revolutionary. Its offi-
cers and men will be able to carry the War of Resistance in north China
through to final victory!

2. Expand the base of the political authority. At present, the
Republic of China has no unified political authority in the whole of
north China; on the contrary, political power belongs to the Japanese
aggressors and their collaborators. The autonomy peddled by the Japa-
nese is a sham, and we should counter it with genuine autonomy, so as to
mobilize the masses and expand the base of the political authority.
At present, therefore, the political authority in north China should be
a local political authority under the National Government. First of
all, it should have a democratic structure; it should unite all the people
in north China who resist Japanese aggression and should welcome
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representatives of all political parties or groups and all military forces
to join in the government and in the task of saving the country. Second,
organizationally, local self-government and self-sufficiency should be
practised at the county level to maintain the legitimate authority of
the Republic of China and should then be extended to the provincial
level. Third, in terms of policy, the programme of resistance to Japanese
aggression should be carried out. We suggest that a policy of national
salvation be pursued in the war zones according to the Ten-Point Pro-
gramme proposed by the Communist Party.""

3. Give free rein to the people’s movements. If this is not done
in north China, the army won’t be able to get new recruits or support
when in battle, and there will be no way to organize people’s resistance
forces. The valiant will be massacred by the Japanese aggressors, the
cowardly will submit, the crafty will become collaborators and unscru-
pulous businessmen and evil landlords will be the first to fly the
Japanese flag and form “associations for the preservation of order”.
If we don’t want to see this happen, we must unhesitatingly spread
propaganda among the masses and mobilize, organize and arm them,
so that together we may rise up and carry on protracted guerrilla war-
fare in north China. The first thing to do is to conduct extensive and
deep-going propaganda work among the masses on resistance to Japa-
nese aggression. Second, we must organize the masses in the trade
unions, chambers of commerce, peasant associations and students’
unions, and draw them into political organizations. Third, we must
mobilize them to struggle for their own interests and to link these
with the interests of the whole nation. Fourth, we must organize them
to participate in military training, encourage them to join the people’s
sclf-defence forces, guerrilla units and volunteers, and draw them into
the regular army.

4. Wipe out collaborators. We must resolutely oppose capitula-
tionism, defeatism and the tendency to accept the establishment of
“special arcas”. This is a prerequisite of protracted war. Only by
opposing the collaborators can we unite the whole people and the whole
army in north China, exert an influence on the whole country and even
the world, persist in the protracted war in north China and win final
victory.



THE NATURE OF THE YOUTH MOVEMENT
AND ITS CURRENT TASKS

December 31, 1937

THE NATURE OF THE YOUTH MOVEMENT TODAY

Let’s talk about the situation facing young people during our war
of resistance.

These are undoubtedly times of great change and struggle, unprec-
edented in history. The enemy hopes to turn all of us, and our chil-
dren and grandchildren too, into slaves without a country. If we are to
survive, we must fight a war of resistance and fight it to the end. These
are fighting times. They cannot be compared to the era of the May
4th and May 30th® Movements or to the Great Revolution of 1925.%
Whereas the struggles in the past were internal and limited political
struggles, we are now fighting a total war of resistance against fascist
aggression by an external enemy. Now is the time for the whole Chi-
nese people — oppressed, ravished, slaughtered, the victims of aggres-
sion — to stand up and fight back. So the situation has completely
changed. When the whole country is in a state of flux, the role of
young people is most difficult and yet most important. Today our
young people can no longer do as they did before — study, find a job,
get married.... They can no longer follow the normal course of life.
With the advent of war they can no longer peacefully pursue their
studies. Of the centres of culture — Nanjing, Shanghai, Beiping, Tian-
jin, Guangzhou and Wuhan — four have already been lost. Most of
the schools in the rear areas have already shut down. Hundreds of
thousands of young people, and particularly our young friends from
the Northeast, have no schools to attend, no homes to return to. They

The second and third parts of a speech delivered at the University of Wuhan.
It was published in Wartime Youth, No. 1, Wuhan.
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drift endlessly and taste the endless bitterness of life. There’s a song
called The Songhua River. To any listener who has known sorrow it
is truly heartbreaking. And yet we should feel proud, very proud. As
voung people we should rejoice that we are living in these great and
turbulent times. It is in such times that we make progress through
learning and grow strong through tempering.

Not only does the present belong to our youth, they also have a
bright future. They should think not only of their own lives but also
of those of their children and grandchildren, of their descendants. The
youth of today should ask not only how to win final victory in the War
of Resistance, but also how to transform China into a free and demo-
cratic republic after victory is won.

Therefore, in our opinion, these are the best of times when looked
at from a positive angle. They offer this generation of youth an op-
portunity to face the challenge and be great and to win a bright future.
Such an opportunity is rare under normal circumstances.

THE TASKS OF THE YOUTH MOVEMENT TODAY

Our youth must not only save the nation in the present struggle for
national survival, but also take up the responsibility of national re-
construction in the future. They have to build the nation as well as
save it, and I think the saying, “The task is heavy and the road long,”
is very appropriate when applied to Chinese youth.

Where should we direct our efforts today? I would like to suggest
four possibilities to our young friends:

First. Enlist in the army. This is the most effective way of saving
the nation. The responsibility for establishing new military units and
filling out the ranks of the old ones falls on the shoulders of our young
friends. In my opinion, a person who cannot defend himself cannot
be a real man. This is also true of a nation. Therefore, it is best to
receive formal military training and be ready at any time to go to the
battle front and fight the enemy.

Second. Take up work in the battle areas. In these areas the
people lack organization. They wander about not knowing what to
do. They want to defend themselves. They want to fight. But
there is no one to give them guidance. We have to go in, organize
them, arm them and lead them in fighting guerrilla war, in supporting



NATURE OF YOUTH MOVEMENT AND ITS CURRENT TASKS 109

the operations of the regular forces, in blocking information, clearing
the fields and sabotaging the enemy’s vital lines of communication.
... We should at least be able to bring about co-operation between the
army and the people so as to hinder the activities of collaborators.

Third. Go down to the countryside. Although we have lost much
territory, there are still large numbers of towns and villages in the
rear areas where, to this day, many people do not know what resistance
to Japan is all about. If we want to continue fighting and increase the
combat effectiveness of the army, we must mobilize the masses to join
the army. We have to reform those methods of mobilization which
have proved inappropriate. Therefore, it is necessary that young peo-
ple with ideals be organized to go directly to the countryside and mobi-
lize the masses, so that able-bodied men will courageously volunteer
to go to the front. In this work we must give preferential treatment
to the families of soldiers fighting the Japanese aggressors. It will be
best if we can get persons with money to contribute money and those
with strength to contribute strength. We must see to it that persons
in the countryside who have money but do not want to join the army
provide for the families of anti-Japanese soldiers, so as to relieve them
of anxiety about the people they leave behind. T believe that in this
way we will be able greatly to reduce friction and achieve co-operation
between the government and the people. Moreover, we can carry out
work in the sphere of self-defence by the people, preparing them to
co-ordinate their activities with the future operations of government
forces.

Fourth. Go to the occupied areas. We must not let the enemy
seize east and south China as easily as they did the four provinces of
the Northeast.'"” Under the ruthless and brutal rule of the enemy we
must arduously temper ourselves, expand our national salvation organi-
zations in secret and covertly arm our oppressed compatriots in prep-
aration for the counter-attack by our regular forces, so that we may
work in co-ordination, one from within and the other from without.

If our young friends were to disperse themselves among the masses
and spread out to every corner of the land, our strength would be
invincible!

Work and study are inseparable. Today our work can develop
smoothly only through constant study. I am convinced that as long
as we are willing, it is possible for us to study anywhere. Each of us
must find an appropriate place where we can study and work and
make the most of our capabilities.
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This doesn’t mean casting aside what we have learned. It means,
rather, adding to what we have already learned, which is the founda-
tion, by bringing theory in line with reality and applying our
knowledge.

The youth movement in China has a most glorious tradition. Faced
with today’s struggle for national liberation, our youth have a great
mission to fulfil.

When we set ourselves to it, we will surmount all difficulties and
dispel all doubts. We are courageous, resolute, hard-working and
rich in understanding. We are the mainstay of the War of Resistance.

Our prospects are bright and full of promise.

Young friends, strive for final victory in the War of Resistance,
for the advent of a new China, independent, happy and free!



POLITICAL WORK IN THE ANTI-JAPANESE
ARMED FORCES

January 10, 1938

[. REVOLUTIONARY POLITICAL WORK,
THE LIFELINE OF NATIONAL REVOLUTION

The lessons derived from two months of fighting in the nationwide
War of Resistance have clearly and urgently placed the importance of
reforming the armed forces to meet the needs of the war before the
whole people and with particular acuteness before the Kuomintang.

The most important factor in reforming the armed forces is the
establishment of a system for doing revolutionary political work. Only
by sctting up such a system among the resistance forces can we enhance
our fighting spirit and unite officers and men, army and people as one
man, with one heart and one mind, so that they will fight to the end
for the freedom and independence of the nation!

In 1924, when the Kuomintang was reorganized in Guangzhou® and
before the National Government was established, the old armed forces
had not yet been reformed nor the revolutionary forces set up. That
is why no decisive victory was won in the fierce battles with the forces
of Chen Jiongming and others in the Dongjiang, Xijiang and Beijiang
arcas and in the south,'” although we had more than 200,000 troops
from Guangdong, Hunan, Yunnan, ctc. taking part in the actions. But
after the graduation of the first class of cadets from the Whampoa
Military Academy'"”

National Revolutionary Army,*”

and the formation of two regiments of the new
a force with these two regiments as
its central components in the Eastern Campaign'” immediately won

An article published in Shanghai on January 10, 1938, in the pamphlet 4 Pro-
gramme for Political Work in the War of Resistance. The exact date of composition

is unknown.
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the warm welcome and help of the people in the Dongjiang area and
was able to capture Chaozhou and Shantou, drive straight through to
the border of Fujian and swiftly annihilate Yang and Liu."® From a
purely military point of view, was it not a miracle that the mere addi-
tion of two regiments, consisting of a few thousand men, should have
been decisive in winning a total victory, while the more than 200,000
troops engaged in a bloody war over the previous twelve months had
been unable to defeat Chen Jiongming? The reason was that these two
regiments were new, revolutionary forces in which political work based
on the revolutionary Three People’s Principles had been carried out.”™
Politically, they were superior to the enemy, and this raised their com-
bat effectiveness and guaranteed unity within the army and between
the army and the people. It was because of this irrefutable fact that
the Kuomintang decided to make revolutionary political work central
to the continued expansion of the new, revolutionary armed forces
and to the reform of the old armed forces. Only in this way was vic-
tory won in the Northern Expedition.'’

The Soviet Red Army was able to unite the workers and peasants
in the midst of ravages and privation and beat back the attacks of the
White Guards and foreign aggressors; the Chinese Red Army was able,
during the past ten years, to unite the people of the Soviet areas®”’
waging ruthless battles; the Spanish Republican Army was able to
unite the people and engage in resolute and protracted struggle against
the invading German and Italian fascist armies and Franco’s rebel
forces — these were all “miracles™.'” And to a large extent they were
made possible by the effective revolutionary political work done in the

in

revolutionary armed forces.

Therefore, we can affirm that political work based on dedication
to the revolutionary cause is the life and soul of every revolutionary
armed force.

Some people say that political work is all empty talk, like a sales-
man’s pitch for a quack medicine. Others say that it just increases
the friction between the higher and lower ranks in the army, making
it more difficult for the officers to lead the men, and that if relations
between the army and the people are “too good”, it will be more dif-
ficult for the army to direct the people.

We must say frankly and honestly that these strictures on political
work arise cither from a failure to understand its true significance or
from conscious opposition to it and reluctance to see the armed forces
revolutionized. When political work turns into mere empty talk, the



POLITICAL WORK IN ANTI-JAPANESE ARMED FORCES 113

fault does not lie with political work as such but with the particular
political worker who is not carrying out true, revolutionary, political
work. To talk idly about the revolutionary cause and the revolution-
ary political programme, while in many ways actually obstructing their
implementation; to call on the army and the people in declarations,
broadcasts and training programmes to participate in the all-out national
war, while actually withholding from the people the right and opportu-
nity to fight and hampering the reclations between people and army
at every turn, even to the point of forbidding the people to give com-
fort to the troops; to harangue the soldiers about the War of Resistance,
calling on them to march bravely to the front, while in fact high-ranking
officers hold back in the face of the enemy or even flee in civilian clothes
— all this is at variance with the revolutionary cause, the revolutionary
political programme and the behaviour of a revolutionary army. And
this kind of political work is nothing but a frill, a joke, or mere claptrap.
It is bound to be empty talk, a salesman’s pitch for a quack medicine.

Political work aims to unite army and people, officers and men and
to maintain links between them on the basis of the revolutionary cause
and political programme. It will be impossible to forge unity inside
and outside the army and to have efficient command over the army
if there is no such supreme principle of uniting in resolute struggle
and self-sacrifice for the country and the people, and if the “higher-ups”
do not offer encouragement and play an exemplary role, but instead
perpetuate the warlord system and the divisive practice of allowing
officers to oppress the men and the army to oppress civilians. And
there will be no hope of the army’s becoming a true revolutionary
vanguard for national liberation.

Some people ask: Isn’t the National Revolutionary Army already
carrying on the political work instituted in the period of the Great
Revolution? To this question, we must once again answer frankly and
honestly that the political organization and regulations that existed
in the armed forces of that period no longer exist in the so-called Political
Training Sections.'"” For a decade now Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s revolu-
tionary Three People’s Principles and Three Great Policies have not
been the content of political work. Can political work without a rev-
olutionary system or content meet the needs of a national revolutionary
army? Over the ten years since 1927, only the Eighteenth Group Army,
that is, the Red Army, has kept up and carried forward political work
with the revolutionary system and content of the period of the Great
Revolution.
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IT. THE TASKS AND CONTENT OF POLITICAL WORK
IN THE ANTI-JAPANESE ARMED FORCES

The fundamental aim of political work in the revolutionary armed
forces is to raisc their fighting spirit, ensure victory and bring about
unity within their ranks and between the army and the people.

The Chinese nation is at a critical juncture; it will either survive
or be destroyed. It urgently needs the fighting spirit of the resistance
forces, their will to carry the war to the end even at the cost of their
lives. It urgently nceds the unity of the army and the pecople in meet-
ing the national crisis and winning final victory in the protracted War
of Resistance. Today we must eliminate any factions still existing in
our armed forces. We must get rid of the notion of preserving one’s
own strength and regarding one’s own troops as a personal possession.
We must do away with all aspects of the warlord system, under which
the lower ranks are oppressed by the higher, the men by the officers
and the people by the army. And we must wipe out the pathological
fear of Japan that is manifested in hanging back, prevaricating, being
reluctant to go to the aid of endangered friendly forces and fleeing at
the mere sight of the enemy. The only way to eradicate all such shame-
ful phenomena is to promote the same revolutionary political work
as in the period of the Great Revolution, so that the armed forces of
the whole country will become truly revolutionary and resolutely carry
the fight for national liberation through to the end.

Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s revolutionary Three People’s Principles and Three
Great Policies must be revived to form the basis and core of the political
work in our armed forces. Every commander, fighter and civilian must
be made to understand and firmly believe that we are fighting the War
of Resistance today for our country, our pcople, ourselves and our
descendants, and for the three great aims of national liberation, the
people’s welfare and their democratic rights. They must be made to
understand deeply the Three Great Policies of uniting with the Soviet
Union, the Communist Party and the workers and peasants and to carry
them out firmly as the only way to make the revolutionary Three
Pecople’s Principles a reality. Only such political work, combined
with the actual implementation of revolutionary policies, can ensure
that the army and the people throughout the country will unite as
one, firmly stand together and, confident of victory, determined to
achieve national liberation, fearing no difficulties or setbacks, submit-
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ting to neither threats nor blandishments and resisting any attempt to
sow dissension, persist in the War of Resistance until final victory.

With the above aim and basis in mind, how should we carry out
our political work? I think that it should be three-pronged, that is,
directed at the army, the civilian populace and the enemy forces.

In the army, our urgent tasks are as follows:

1. We must carry out revolutionary political education among all
officers and men in every unit, propagate the revolutionary Three Peo-
ple’s Principles and link theory with practice. We must see to it that
officers and men acquire a progressive, revolutionary world outlook
and acquaint themselves with international trends, the domestic situa-
tion, the general state of affairs in Japan and the way to win final
victory in the War of Resistance. We must help to greatly enhance
their national consciousness and spirit of self-sacrifice. That is why
political education in the army must be on a par with military training
and must be conducted regularly. The teaching material must be rev-
olutionary in content. To stimulate the interest of the soldiers in
study, full-scale discussions must be set going between commanders
and fighters, difficult points and misconceptions must be patiently clear-
ed up and formalism and ritualism combated. Only thus will we be
able to carry out political education in any profound sense.

2. We must strive to improve the treatment and living conditions
of the rank and file. It must be admitted that the old armed forces
did very poorly in both respects. If we do not strive to improve this
situation as much as possible, we cannot break down the barrier be-
tween officers and men or arouse the fighters’ enthusiasm for battle.
It is imperative to prohibit corporal punishment and the cursing and
striking of the men as well as the pocketing of their pay by officers.
A formal directive should be issued to that effect, placing the super-
vision of all such matters under the political organs. We should set
up the necessary organizations, such as War of Resistance exhibition
centres and clubs, and organize entertainments in order to provide
officers and men with appropriate recreation and sports activities and
to promote literacy among the soldiers. Provisions for the troops must
be guaranteed, the soldiers themselves should elect their mess commit-
tees and attention should be paid to improving their meals. Every
effort should be made to distribute the gifts sent by the people prin-
cipally to the lower-ranking officers and the rank and file, while people
bearing gifts to the soldiers should be allowed to come into close
contact with them. Only thus will the life of the officers and men
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be happy and stimulating. If the work of our political organs is not
closely linked with improvements in the life and treatment of the
soldiers, it will indeed be like peddling quack medicine.

3. We must establish conscious revolutionary discipline within the
armed forces. The discipline and consolidation of a national revolu-
tionary army are founded upon political and national consciousness,
not upon verbal abuse or flogging and other forms of corporal punish-
ment. Unity between army and pecople is founded upon the love of
the people and the protection of their interests by officers and men.
It cannot be achieved by oppressing people, trampling them underfoot
or commanding them to act against their will. Education and per-
suasion should be the chief methods of dealing with those who make
a mistake or break discipline. Disciplinary regulations should not be
applied except when absolutely necessary. This means that voluntary
observance of discipline in a revolutionary army can be achieved only
through adequate political education, mutual trust and understanding
between officers and men and mutual care and consideration between
the army and the people. To promote revolutionary discipline, the
political organs must begin by strengthening political education and
improving the treatment of the soldiers.

4. We must guarantce that orders of a military administrative na-
ture issued by military commanders are carried out. Through the work
of political organs, we must ensure that commanders can rely on the
self-discipline and high level of national consciousness of the lower-
ranking officers and the men, so that all orders they issue in the national
interest with a view to furthering the War of Resistance and to ex-
panding the role of the army and improving its organization will be
executed. The political organs should wage carnest struggles against
any tendency to disobey orders; they will thus educate all officers
and men.

5. All political workers must play an exemplary role. By their
deeds they should set an example ideologically and politically. They
should influence all officers and men by their loyalty to the revolution-
ary cause, their indomitable will and their hard work and perseverance.
They should unite all officers and men by their friendly and unassuming
manner and patient persuasiveness. Only in this way can they heighten
the esteem in which political work is held, help advance it and increase
its effectiveness. All bad habits such as behaving arrogantly, secking
the limelight, indulging in empty talk and leading a life of graft and
corruption must be overcome or eradicated.
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In the localities, our urgent tasks are as follows:

1. We must protect the interests of the people, so that army and
people become as one. Wherever the army goes, it is strictly forbidden
to impress people into its service, requisition their carts, or impose levies
on grain and fodder. Pay fairly for what you buy and do not harass
the people or harm their interests. When it is necessary to get help
from the people, meetings with their true representatives should be
held to arousc and convince them so that they will voluntarily help
the army.

Wherever the revolutionary armed forces go, they must not only
ensure that they themselves do not harass or harm the people, but also
help the people eradicate evils. The political organs of the army must
resolutely protect the interests of the people and relieve their suffer-
ings. Only thus will the people be able to see from their own experience
that the army is their army, fighting in the national interest, and only
thus will the people and the army become closely united.

2. We must organize and arm the people. Wherever the resistance
forces go, the political organs must ensure the people’s right to decide
matters for themselves. They must conduct propaganda, mobilize the
pecople and help and lead them in getting organized and armed. They
must do their work well so that people from all walks of life will be
ready to organize of their own accord associations for resisting Japan
and saving the nation as well as armed forces to fight Japan. Existing
organizations that arc unsuited to mobilizing the masses for participa-
tion in the war and that restrict their actions should be reformed. Their
mass base should be expanded so as to bring the initiative of the people
into full play. Only thus can the strength of hundreds of thousands
of people be co-ordinated with that of the armed forces and all the
needs of the army be met by relying on the people.

3. We must mobilize the people to weed out collaborators. Japa-
nese spy agencies are scattered throughout the country, and traitors are
running wild. In order to consolidate our arcas of military operations
as well as our rear arcas and to heighten the political vigilance of the
troops and the people, the political organs of the anti-Japanese armed
forces must pay attention to mobilizing the masses and co-operating
with them in a movement to extirpate traitors. Being soft towards
the Japanesc aggressors and Chinese traitors is a crime against the
nation. One of the main jobs of the political organs in safeguarding
the war effort is to train the army and the people to stamp out the
activities of spies and enemy agents by determined measures.
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In dealing with the enemy forces, we should:

1. Carry out constant propaganda and agitation. We should seize
cvery possible opportunity to demoralize the enemy forces and thereby
lower their combat effectiveness.

2. Shout propaganda at the enemy troops and scatter leaflets to them
across the firing line, even in the midst of battle. This will cause
wavering in their ranks.

3. Spare no effort to prohibit the maltreatment of prisoners of war.
Treat them well, educate them, explain matters to them and then release
them immediately.

ITT. ORGANIZATION AND METHODS
OF POLITICAL WORK

A rigorous system and a sound organization for doing revolutionary
political work must be set up if it is to be carried out with satisfactory
results. Here the first thing is to get rid of such incorrect attitudes
as neglecting political work and regarding political organs as mere
ornaments to be kept for the sake of appearances.

There must be an independent organizational system for doing
political work at each level in the armed forces, from the highest General
Political Department right down to the company political instructor.
The commander at each level can give guidance to the political organs
at that level, but the lower organs must obey the directions of the
higher. If a political organ has objections to the instructions of the
commanding officer at the same level, it has the right to appeal to the
political organ at the next higher level. The military officers at the
various levels must do everything possible to facilitate political work
at their respective levels and should refrain from either interfering
with or obstructing it. The officers of the political organs at each
level have the right to impeach, before a political organ at a higher
level, any military officer at the corresponding or lower levels who
harms the revolutionary cause or violates the revolutionary political
programme or revolutionary discipline. This is the only way to ensure
that the political organs achicve their aims and fulfil their tasks.

Political workers must be selected and trained with care, because
they have to face such serious tasks and inescapable responsibilities.
To ensure success in political tasks, it is imperative to bring together
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people from every part of the country who excel in doing political work,
continuously train progressive young cadres and send them to work in
political organs in the armed forces all over the country. Any notion
that incompetent persons can be assigned to political work merely to
make up the requisite numbers jeopardizes that work.

Again, because political organs and political workers have to
shoulder such important responsibilitics, they must also pay attention
to the methods of political work. They should adopt a flexible ap-
proach, taking into account the different histories and organizations
of army units, their different customs and composition, the relations
between their officers and men and various complex factors such as the
social, economic and political conditions and ethnic composition of
each region. They must not set political affairs against military affairs
and divorce themselves from reality or from the army and the people.
They must win the trust of the officers and men and that of the people
through patient persuasion and guidance and unite them in waging
resolute struggles in conformity with the revolutionary goal and political
programme.

It is imperative for all armed units fighting in the War of Resistance
to act swiftly and with the utmost determination in carrying out rev-
olutionary political work. Only thus can final victory be won. I
wish to put my humble suggestions regarding this important and press-
ing question before the armed forces of the whole country.



THE PRESENT SITUATION AND THE TASKS
OF THE NEW FOURTH ARMY

March 1939

I. THE PRESENT SITUATION AND THE
ENVIRONMENT OF THE NEW FOURTH ARMY

The War of Resistance is now entering a new stage, and certain
changes have come about in regard to the enemy, ourselves and the
outside world.

1. Three features are obvious in the enemy’s policy.

a. The enemy has determined that his central task is to conduct
mopping-up operations in his rear areas. He is devoting his main
strength — political, cultural, economic, and especially military — to
these areas. Accordingly, there have been no enemy offensives or
thrusts into the hinterland in the last four months.

b. The enemy is giving priority to political measures supplemented
by military operations. By pursuing this policy, he hopes to exploit
the human, material and financial resources in areas under his occupa-
tion.

c. Nevertheless, the enemy will continue the war. His giving
priority to political measures does not mean the end of the war. The
war will never stop until China wins victory or is subjugated. Nor
will the enemy cease his offensives simply because he is conducting
mopping-up operations in the rear.

2. In our own policy, we have shifted the focus of attention to the
enemy’s rear areas. In the new stage, the enemy’s rear will be the
focal point of the War of Resistance, and we shall wage guerrilla war-
fare, implement a new administrative programme and recorganize the

Excerpts from a speech delivered at a conference of cadres of the New Fourth

Army Headquarters in southern Anhui.
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local armed forces in the enemy-occupied areas, in order to contend
with the enemy in the political, economic, cultural and military fields.
In a resolution adopted at the Sixth Plenary Session of its Sixth Central
Committee,"” the Party summed up the experience of last year’s resist-
ance and outlined the work to be done behind enemy lines. When
we stressed that the army, the different political
parties and the whole people should each recognize the importance of

1,464

Wuhan was in peri

working behind enemy lines. All the anti-Japanese political partics
are welcome to go and work with us in places where our Communist-
led troops have the upper hand.

3. The outside world is paying great attention to what is going on
in China,

a. It pays great attention to the areas occupied by the enemy and
the policies he pursues there.

b. It pays great attention to the development of guerrilla warfare.

c. It pays great attention to the political power of the Chinese Com-
munist Party in the guerrilla zones. Everybody wants to see whether
the policies implemented by our Party will violate the interests of other
countries, whether the troops led by the Party can persevere in the
guerrilla zones till final victory, whether these troops can truly frustrate
the enemy in his political, economic and cultural undertakings and
whether they can grow into regular forces, engage the enemy on a larger
scale and emerge victorious.

The situation with respect to the enemy, ourselves and the world
shows that in the present new stage the focus of attention is the enemy-
occupied areas, or east China, that is, the broad region lying east of
the Huanghe River and the Beiping-Hankou and Guangzhou-Hankou
Railways. This is so not only because the castern part of China has
been occupied by the enemy but also, and more important, because
it is the richest and most populous areca in the country and has con-
venient communications, fertile land, an advanced economy and a
high level of culture. This region provides the best example of modern-
ization in China. The western part of China is unquestionably not
as well developed as the eastern, although the Northwest and South-
west can serve as our Great Rear Area. Should east China fall com-
pletely under enemy domination, west China will grow poorer and
weaker and become more endangered with each passing day, and our
difficulties will naturally be multiplied. Meanwhile, the enemy will
be able to overcome his own difficulties by exploiting China’s human,
material and financial resources. We need to be aware of these cir-
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cumstances. They are the environment in which the New Fourth Army
finds itself. It is now operating in this same enemy-occupied eastern
part of China. It is this objective reality that has further raised the
status of the New Fourth Army and made the tasks before it all the
more important.

IT. THE GROWTH OF THE NEW FOURTH ARMY AND
THE WAY TO OVERCOME ITS DIFFICULTIES

The above situation and environment will make it possible for our
New Fourth Army to grow in future. How so?

1. The farther we go behind enemy lines, the more chances we will
have to grow.

2. The more difficult the circumstances, the better we shall be able
to display our capabilities and the better we shall be tempered. We
do not seek to build our strength in comfortable places. Everybody
wants to go there and can survive there. In the main, we should move
into areas where conditions are hard. When an area is difficult and
dangerous, it will be impossible for a large number of Kuomintang troops
and personnel to endure and overcome the hardship, whereas our New
Fourth Army can wage arduous struggles in defiance of difficulties.

3. The more deeply we go among the masses, the easier it will be
for us to create base areas. If we plan to turn places where the New
Fourth Army is operating into basc arcas, we must rely on the masses
there and go deep among them. Only thus can we ensure our devel-
opment.

4. The more complicated the circumstances, the more rapidly our
united front will expand. A characteristic of China’s united front is
its complexity. Only under complicated circumstances will we be able
to create model areas of the national united front.

5. The more competition we have, the greater the progress we shall
make. At the Fifth Plenary Session of its Fifth Central Executive
Committee, the Kuomintang raised the matter of competition. I be-
lieve that we shall temper ourselves better and make more progress
through competition in areas both north and south of the Changjiang
River, particularly through competition with the local governments
and mass organizations south of the lower reaches of the river.

6. The longer we persist, the greater will be our nationwide in-



PRESENT SITUATION AND TASKS OF NEW FOURTH ARMY 123

fluence and our influence on the outside world. We should persist in
guerrilla warfare and create base arecas both north and south of the
Changjiang River, demonstrating to the enemy, to the whole country
and to the outside world that we will never back down or run away.
The fact that guerrilla warfare can be developed in such difficult areas
proves that it can be expanded in China’s War of Resistance in self-
defence.

Although we enjoy favourable conditions for development, difficul-
ties still exist:

1. The enemy keeps changing his policies and military techniques.
We must under no circumstances rest content with our present ability
to repulse attacks. When the enemy suffers setbacks, he will make
changes. He is considering new policies in the military, political and
economic fields. Therefore, although we can overcome today’s dif-
ficulties, we need to consider how to overcome tomorrow’s.

2. Our areas of operation are limited. Conditions in enemy-
occupied areas north and south of the Changjiang River are different
from those in the vast territory of north China. Our activities are
restricted because the enemy has occupied the areas north and south of
the Changjiang River. Furthermore, the enemy will intensify his
efforts to build telephone lines and road networks and to build railways
north of the river, in order to reduce the scope of our operations.

3. The topography and communications are not favourable.

4. The social environment and historical conditions south of the
lower reaches of the Changjiang River are not very favourable to us.

5. We are still weak. Although we have been steeled and toughen-
ed by a year of fighting, we are still guerrilla units.

6. The friendly party and its armies* will not give up the area
south of the lower reaches of the Changjiang River. This is an im-
portant region they will desperately contend for.

How shall we overcome these difficulties?

1. Persist in guerrilla warfare. We must overcome difficulties by
winning battles. Only by winning more and grecater victorics will we
make the friendly party and its armies take us seriously, the enemy
fear us and friendly nations respect us.

2. Uphold the united front. We should expand the united front
so as to counter all enemy slanders and vilifications, and we should
unite with the friendly party and its armies, local governments and the
broad masses around us so as to create a favourable environment for
our work.
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3. Continue to strengthen ourselves. We should expand our forces,
raise our prestige and increase our strength, for only this will facilitate
our work north and south of the Changjiang River.

4. Persist in going deep among the masses. We should make it
known to the masses north and south of the Changjiang River that
we are working for their interests and for national liberation, so that
they will rally around us. We should unite with all pecople, from the
toiling masses to members of the upper strata, provided they are not
collaborators. We should immerse ourselves in hard work among the
masses so as to spread our influence among them.

5. Persist in helping the friendly party and its armies. By helping
and influencing them, we will make them feel that we are friends they
can co-operate with.

These are the fundamental conditions and policies for overcoming
our difficulties. So long as we adhere to such policies, we will be able
to overcome our difficulties in the main. The details will have to be
worked out through practice by our leading comrades at various
levels.

IIT. THE STRATEGY, GUIDING PRINCIPLES AND
TASKS OF THE NEW FOURTH ARMY

I shall deal with four problems:

1. The arcas for development.

There are three principles that should guide us in choosing the areas
for our development behind enemy lines south of the lower reaches
of the Changjiang River:

a. Move into areas where there is a vacuum.

b. Move into areas that are dangerous and establish new zones of
operation there.

c. Move into areas with only enemy and puppet troops, arcas that
attract rclatively less attention from the friendly party and its armics
and where they have not been active. Thus friction can be reduced
to the benefit of the War of Resistance.

In the light of the experience we have gained in the three years

of guerrilla warfare,™

we are of the opinion that in fighting the national
enemy it is entirely possible to establish guerrilla base areas north
and south of the Changjiang River. As long as we are able to go deep

among the masses and carry on guerrilla warfare skilfully, we will pre-
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vent the enemy from gaining control of the entire region in spite of his
tight blockade.

2. The operational principle.

Considering the tasks of the whole nation at the new stage as well
as the conditions of the region in which the New Fourth Army finds
itself, the main principle guiding it in its operations is still to carry on
guerrilla warfare. We should make a new cffort to study, develop
and perfect guerrilla tactics in the light of the special features of the
region in which we operate. We should not employ the same guerrilla
tactics as in north China, nor should we merely copy the experience of
the past three years of guerrilla warfare. We should have greater
flexibility and mobility, disappearing and reappearing still more unex-
pectedly and changing our tactics still more frequently.

3. The work of building the army.

The principle is to build a strong army, or in other words, first, it
should be an army of high quality, second, it must expand. We must
not ignore quality, for our recruits are limited in number. We should
see to it that one fighter can play the role of ten and one cadre the role
of a hundred. We cannot become regular forces by skipping the nec-
essary intervening steps, for success will not come about overnight.
Cadres are of decisive importance in the building of a powerful New
Fourth Army. Only with sufficient numbers of competent cadres can
we carry our work forward. The New Fourth Army has to make a
great effort in this respect, because our cadres at present are inade-
quate militarily, culturally, technically and politically, and we must take
pains to train and educate them.

It is very important to learn military techniques, particularly night
fighting and hand-to-hand combat. We should also learn specific skills
that are essential in guerrilla warfare, such as vaulting barbed wire to
attack an enemy stronghold, or swimming with rifles to make a raid
on the enemy. Later on, we will attack the enemy on the Changjiang
River to destroy his transportation lines, so mastery of the special skills
needed in conducting guerrilla warfare on the river will be of great
significance to the development of our guerrilla units. In addition, we
should learn how to use explosives. Scaling city walls is another basic
skill we should master. While keeping up guerrilla warfare, we should
encourage sports activities.

To guarantee success in the building of the New Fourth Army, we
must engage in political work. We must consolidate the Party’s leader-
ship in the Army and preserve and carry forward our fine traditions.
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4. Political and economic struggles against the enemy.

Our central task in the past was to get our guerrilla units to assemble
and move speedily to the front line and then to the rear of the enemy
for operations. We have accomplished that task. Now we must
wage arduous political and economic struggles against the enemy. He
has adopted a policy of giving priority to political measures supplement-
ed by military operations in order to exploit the resources of the occu-
pied areas. This being the case, we shall have plenty of work to do.
We must:

a. Try our best to destroy the enemy and puppet regimes, sab-
otaging those that can be sabotaged and overthrowing those that can
be overthrown.

b. Ensure the restoration of our anti-Japanese political power. We
should do our best, in co-ordination with local self-defence forces, to
help the localities re-establish and protect the organs of anti-Japanese
political power behind the enemy lines. We should also assist the local
mass organizations in their work.

c¢. Weaken the morale of the enemy troops in every possible way
so that their anti-war feeling will run high. Thus, they will be reluctant
to face battle and will refuse to fight fiercely in the final decisive
moments.

d. Bring about the disintegration of the puppet troops. As the
enemy has great difficulty in transferring more troops from his home-
land to China, he is trying to make up for his lack of manpower mainly
with puppet troops, hoping to use Chinese to subdue Chinese. There-
fore, we should place a high priority on bringing about the collapse
of those troops. While trying to wipe them out militarily, we should
try to undermine them politically, so that the enemy will not feel safe
about using them.

e. Make use of puppet troops, “associations for the preservation of
order,” etc., as agents inside the enemy camp to gather intelligence and
keep us informed. Later on, when the time is ripe for us to mount
attacks from the outside, they can co-operate with us from the inside.

f. Cut the enemy’s vital communication lines. This will have not
only a military but also a political and economic impact.

g. Blow up the enemy’s mines and factories.

h. Blockade the enemy’s commercial activities.

1. See to it that the banknotes issued by the enemy are not used in
our arcas.
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j- Study means of developing our own economic strength in the
midst of guerrilla warfare. For instance, we should find ways of doing
our own spinning and weaving to meet our own needs, as there is plenty
of cotton south of the lower reaches of the Changjiang River.

k. Organize and train the masses and do all we can to help improve
their literacy and political awareness, so that they will gradually attain
a higher level politically, militarily and culturally. This is the way to
strengthen the ability of the localities to govern themselves.

1. Develop local self-defence forces so that self-defence units
simultancously participating in production can be transformed into full-
time guerrilla units.

m. Try to win over the members of the Green Band and the Big
Sword Society."”” We should study these organizations and try to win
them to our causec through political work.

n. Improve the living conditions of the people appropriately. Land-
lords who have gone over to the enemy side must not be allowed to
return to collect rents.

0. Resolutely eliminate collaborators. We must be prudent in this
work, because there are double agents working among the puppet troops
and in the puppet governments.

p. Strengthen our propaganda work. We should give the greatest
publicity to our victories and promptly refute the enemy’s false prop-
aganda. When the enemy puts up a notice, we should post one of our
own to exposc his deceptions. This work is very important and brooks
no delay. From now on, our political department should listen to the
enemy’s broadcasts in order to work out counter-measures.

q. Institute underground work in large cities.

I can only put forward these main points for your consideration
and discussion. There is an enormous amount of work for us to do in
waging political and economic struggles against the enemy. This work
is exceedingly important, no less important than fighting the enemy
with guns. What I have said is very superficial; I have only touched
on some lessons from the past and a few problems of the present. I
hope that all the political personnel of the New Fourth Army will
work together, provide more concrete material and suggest more con-
crete measures. In this way we will demonstrate that our New Fourth
Army can not only conduct exemplary guerrilla warfare but, at the
same time, carry out exemplary political work and achieve exemplary
successes in political and economic struggles against the enemy.



ON BUILDING A STRONG AND MILITANT PARTY
ORGANIZATION IN THE SOUTHWEST

January 1942

The present political situation demands that we should be on the
alert for changes and make the southwest Party organization stronger
and more combat-ready so as to put into effect the policy the Central
Committee has formulated for us, that is, to work underground for
a long period, accumulating strength and biding our time.

The conditions for building a strong and militant Party organization
arc as follows:

1. We must turn the five thousand Party members into staunch and
competent underground cadres who maintain their ties with the masses
and are skilled at influencing them and urging them forward.

2. We must sct up onc sound Party branch, or indeed scveral
parallel ones, in all major units (factories, schools, villages or big
government offices) where the masses are concentrated. It is necessary
to maintain the contacts which the Party organization or its individual
members have established in the major departments or government
offices (such as administrative departments, mass organizations, busi-
ness firms and communications and economic institutions).

3. We must help the leading bodies of the Party gain the capability
and confidence to exercise leadership independently. They must not
be afraid of making mistakes, and when they do, they should be able
to face and correct them. They must be good at appraising situations,
employing the right tactics and devising different methods of work so
that the Party’s policies are embodied in each specific work assignment

From December 1941 to January 1942, the Southern Bureau of the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of China held a conference in Chongqing and summed
up the work of the previous two years. At the end of the conference, Comrade
Zhou Enlai made a speech, from which this section on the tasks before the south-

west Party organization is taken.
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(the reorganization of a unit, the examination of the records of cadres
and Party members, the struggle against enemy agents, education in
underground work, and so on).

4. We must consolidate the Party ideologically and organizationally
so that the southwest Party organization will be turned into a truly and
totally underground party, maintaining ties with the masses.

5. We must familiarize oursclves with the various important group-
ings, especially their history, policies, personages and activities. First
and foremost, we must acquaint ourselves with both the normal activities
and the emergency measures of the central and local Kuomintang au-
thorities, and those of their secret agencies in particular.

6. We must see to it that we go to work wherever masses of people
are found. The method should be the same as that followed in our
day-to-day activities. The first thing needing to be accomplished is
to gain access to the Kuomintang, the Three Pecople’s Principles Youth
League,™
operatives in the villages and all the important administrative depart-
ments, so that we can implement the Party’s policy of resisting Japanese
aggression and achieving democracy and progress.

7. We must be good at co-ordinating work among the upper strata
with work among the lower, open work with underground work, public
propaganda with secret propaganda and contacts outside the Party with
contacts inside. But co-ordination does not mean exposure.

workers’ organizations, legal organizations in schools, co-

When all these seven points are implemented, our southwest Party
organization will become strong and militant and will be prepared to
go into battle the moment the opportunity arises.



ON THE RELATIONS BETWEEN
THE CHINESE COMMUNIST PARTY
AND THE KUOMINTANG
FROM 1924 TO 1926

Spring 1943

After co-operation was established between the Kuomintang and
the Communist Party, with the help of the Communist Party of China
Dr. Sun Yat-sen again set out upon the road of revolution as the rep-
resentative of the bourgecois democrats. At the First National Con-
gress of the Kuomintang in 1924, he accepted the manifesto drafted
by our Party, which transformed his Three People’s Principles into
the new, revolutionary Three People’s Principles.*”

At that time, the Kuomintang relied on us not only ideologically,
to revive and develop its Three People’s Principles, but also organiza-
tionally, to set up its headquarters and expand its membership in the
provinces. It was with our help that the Kuomintang was able to
extend its influence and the influence of the Three People’s Principles
among the masses of workers, peasants and of the petty bourgeoisie.
After the reorganization of the Kuomintang, it was thanks to the efforts
of our Party that the workers’ and peasants’ movements grew rapidly
throughout the country. And it was thanks to the work of our com-
rades that provincial organizations of the Kuomintang were established
and expanded. Most of the leading members of the Kuomintang in
the provinces at the time were our comrades, such as Dong Biwu'”
and Chen Tangiu'” in Hubei, He Shuheng' and Xia Xi'” in Hunan,
Xuan Zhonghua'® in Zhejiang, Hou Shaoqiu'’ in Jiangsu, and in the
north, Comrade Li Dazhao,” Yu Shude'” (then a Communist), and
Comrades Li Yongsheng,” Yu Fangzhou,”' and others. It was our

An address delivered at a study session of the cadres of the Southern Bureau

of the Central Committee of the Party in Chongqing.
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Party that drew the revolutionary youth into the Kuomintang and it
was our Party that enabled it to establish ties with the workers and
peasants. Members of the Kuomintang left wing predominated in
all its local organizations. The places where the Kuomintang expand-
ed most rapidly were precisely those where the left-wingers were in
the dominant position and where there were the largest numbers of
Communists. When Dr. Sun Yat-sen departed for the north,"” our
Party organized a countrywide Campaign of All Circles for a Na-
tional Assembly,
assembly were established in a number of places, as were similar asso-
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and associations for the convocation of a national

ciations of women’s circles (since Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s statement on the
convocation of a national assembly did not clearly call for participation
by women). That was how Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s departure for the north
got the backing of the masses and how his influence and that of the
Kuomintang were able to spread farther north.

Quite naturally, in the circumstances then prevailing, the Kuomin-
tang was divided into different factions and different interpretations
of the Three People’s Principles emerged. At the time of the reorgani-
zation of the Kuomintang, the fiercest opposition came from persons
like Feng Ziyou and Xie Chi,"™ who were representatives of the com-
prador bourgeoisie™ in Guangdong. They were sharply denounced
by Dr. Sun Yat-sen and expelled from the Kuomintang. It is not sur-
prising that they were the first to oppose and sabotage the reorganiza-
tion. This was because Guangdong was a British imperialist sphere
of influence, and as the revolution developed there, it inevitably aimed
at British imperialism and was thus bound to clash with the interests
of the province’s comprador bourgeoisie, which depended on British
imperialism for its very existence. The fact that Feng Ziyou and his
like were the first to break away when the revolutionary forces were
gaining ground in Guangdong fully shows the regional character of
China’s comprador bourgeoisie.

After the death of Dr. Sun Yat-sen, the Western Hills Clique
publicly opposed the Kuomintang’s making revolution."” They broke
away and formed an independent organization. They hurled abuse
at the Kuomintang in Guangdong and at Mr. Liao Zhongkai of the
Kuomintang left wing, saying that Guangdong was being turned red,
but in general they did not oppose Chiang Kai-shek. The Kuomintang
right-wingers published a newspaper in Hongkong and worked openly
to split the Guangdong Kuomintang. Their tactic was to attack Liao
Zhongkai while trying to bring Chiang Kai-shek over to their camp.
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And they were quite right in their estimate of Chiang. Even when
the revolution surged ahead with full force throughout the country in
1925, these right-wingers remained opposed to it.

The most dangerous of them was Dai Jitao.” Although he, too,
signed his name to Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s testament, outwardly opposed
the Western Hills Clique’s attempt to split the party and stood for
preserving the unity of the Kuomintang, in reality he was plotting to
penetrate the Kuomintang in Guangdong and bring about a split from
within. He greatly developed the negative aspect of Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s
thought by writing The Philosophical Foundation of Dr. Sun Yat-sen'’s
Doctrines and The National Revolution and the Kuomintang, both of
which emptied Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s doctrines of everything revolutionary.
He talked volubly about Confucian orthodoxy and claimed that the
orthodox teachings of Dr. Sun Yat-sen were inherited from the emperors
Yao, Shun, Yu, Tang, Wen and Wu, the Duke of Zhou and Confucius.
From Shanghai to Guangdong and back, he would hold forth emotion-
ally on Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s doctrines to anyone he met. He went and
spoke at the Whampoa Military Academy, attempting to create a
split." On April 24, 1925, shortly after his speech at the academy a
right-wing organization, the Society for the Study of Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s
Doctrines, was founded there.” Sun Fo was another right-wing
"7 He was a bourgeois double-dealer who was actually opposed
to revolution while appearing at times to favour it. During the War
of Resistance, he has continued his duplicity. He would sometimes ad-
vocate democracy, whereas his notion of democracy was actually what
was embodied in the May 5th Draft Constitution of the Kuomintang.'*

On the surface, the centrists of the Kuomintang co-operated with
us and favoured revolution, but they were not sincere in their co-
operation. On the contrary, they were always guarded in dealing with
the Communist Party and always put restrictions on it. Their repre-
sentative was Chiang Kai-shek. In reality he co-operated with the
right-wingers and was the protector and organizer of the right-wing
forces. Under the prevailing conditions, he could be considered to
belong to the centre for a short while, but later he openly turned to
the right.

And now let me describe how the Whampoa Military Academy
came to be founded. Before 1923, of the troops under Sun Yat-sen’s
control only the First Division, commanded by Li Jishen, was more
or less revolutionary."” This division was originally under Deng

leader.

s 140

Keng’s' command, and Zhang Fakui,'"' Ye Ting.”” Deng Yanda'”
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and indeed Chen Cheng” were all officers from this division during the
period of the Great Revolution.*" The founding of the Whampoa Mili-
tary Academy should be regarded as the result of Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s
military defeats. During the 1911 Revolution' he had launched two
movements, one to win over the New Army and the other the secret
societies.'™ After the 1911 Revolution his activities gradually centred
on winning over the warlords, which ended in repeated defeats for him.
This taught him a lesson. And so, with the help of the Soviet Union
and the Chinese Communist Party, he came to see the importance of
building a revolutionary army, and accepting a proposal by the Soviet
advisor, he reached a decision in 1923 and formally opened the Wham-
poa Military Academy in 1924, appointing Chiang Kai-shek its com-
mandant.

How was it that Chiang Kai-shek got close to Dr. Sun Yat-sen and
won this appointment? In the first place it was thanks to Chen Qimei'”
that Chiang gained access to Dr. Sun. Ever since Chen Qimei began
his political career, he had been a follower of Dr. Sun. For example,
when Dr. Sun organized the Chinese Revolutionary Party,"" he asked
all who wished to join to put their thumb-prints on the text of the

"7 who came

oath, Many people, like Hu Hanmin® and Wang Jingwei
of scholar-burcaucrat families, refused to do so, and Huang Kegiang'’
was even more vigorous in his objection. But Chen Qimei was the
first to take the oath and put his thumb-print on the text. That was
how Chen Qimei won the trust of Dr. Sun Yat-sen. Chiang Kai-shek
was one of Chen Qimei’s disciples and thus came to Dr. Sun’s favour-
able attention. Another important reason for Dr. Sun’s confidence
in him was that he had taken a gamble on the Yongfeng Warship'™
Incident. In 1922 Chen Jiongming bombarded the President’s head-
quarters and drove Dr. Sun Yat-sen away.'” After boarding the Yong-
feng, Dr. Sun was locked in a stalemate with Chen Jiongming for over
fifty days. Chiang Kai-shek, who had suffered a business failure on
the Shanghai Stock Exchange, saw his chance in this incident, made
a special trip from Shanghai to the Yongfeng and pledged to share life
and death with Dr. Sun. Thereafter the two of them became quite
close. Even today Chiang Kai-shek still capitalizes on this incident
as proof of his being a loyal follower of Dr. Sun Yat-sen; he cites his
stay on the Yongfeng as evidence that he went to the aid of Dr. Sun
in his hour of neced. After establishing relations with the Soviet Union,
Dr. Sun sent Chiang Kai-shek on a mission there, since Deng Keng
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and others were unable to leave Guangdong; later on he appointed him
commandant of the Whampoa Military Academy.

When he first took charge of the academy, Chiang Kai-shek was
outwardly in favour of revolution, but in fact he was ideologically
opposed to communism and the Soviet Union and insincere in his co-
operation with the Communist Party. Once, when the Soviet advisor
put in a few words on behalf of the revolution, Chiang took offence
and left for Shanghai in a huff. The Whampoa Military Academy
then had an enrolment of 600, most of whom were left-leaning youths
sccretly drawn in by our Party from the provinces. There were 50
to 60 Communist Party and Youth League members among the cadets,
about 10 per cent of the total. Chiang Kai-shek was on guard against
them and put restrictions on them. Even then the warlord mentality
was already developing in him. He put Wang Boling, a man held in
utter contempt by all, in charge of discipline and training."™ He only
gave jobs to his own lackeys. He could not tolerate Deng Yanda,
a man with some self-respect who refused to toady to him, while he
had great trust in He Yingqin, the No. 2 lackey, recommended to
him by Wang Boling. All the detachment commanders in the Wham-
poa Military Academy were his own men. Once | appointed a few
left-wingers as detachment commanders, and he was so displeased
that he withdrew the appointments. In dealing with his staff, his
method was to create conflicts which he could exploit and manipulate,
to have progressives watched by reactionaries, left-wingers pinned down
by opponents of the left wing, and those who believed in communism
kept in check by anti-communists. For example, since the commander
of the First Division was He Yingqin, he appointed me — Zhou Enlai
— Kuomintang party representative. Since Wang Maogong,"” Com-
mander of the Second Division, had come to be regarded as a “left-
winger” because he was close to Wang Jingwei, Chiang would on no
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account accept my recommendation of Comrade Lu Yi"™" of our Party
to be party representative in that division but appointed someone who
belonged to the right wing instead. Since Tan Shuqing, commander
of the Third Division, was a right-winger, he appointed Comrade Lu
Yi party representative there. In February 1925, before the First East-
ern Campaign, the Association of Young Soldiers'™ was founded at
the Whampoa Military Academy; to counter it, Chiang lost no time
in following Dai Jitao’s scheme to split the Kuomintang and in April

sct up the Society for the Study of Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s Doctrines.
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In the Kuomintang in Guangdong at that time, the centrists were
in the minority while the left-wingers constituted the overwhelming
majority, Liao Zhongkai was a Kuomintang left-winger. As he came
of an overseas Chinese family and had relatively few ties with the
comprador and landlord classes at home, he displayed more of the
traits of the progressives in the national bourgeoisie. With regard
to the Guangzhou Merchants’ Corps Incident, he was in favour of
resolute suppression from the very beginning.” After the outbreak of
the Guangzhou-Hongkong strike, he sympathized and sided with the
workers.” He also stood with us in supporting and promoting the
peasant movement, which was making headway in Guangdong. Al-
though at times he was prone to waver in political struggle and was
somewhat afraid of the strength of our Party and of the workers and
peasants, his political career during his final days did him credit. He
respected the opinions of the Soviet advisor, but he had a mind of his
own and held independent views. He was a staunch representative
of the left wing of the bourgeoisie.

Wang Jingwei, on the other hand, reflected the weakness of the
bourgeoisie. When he was still a revolutionary, he could expound
the views of our Party and of the Soviet advisor and he functioned
very well as a mouthpiece. Hu Hanmin was ideologically a right-
winger whose basic position was that of the landlord class. even
though he would sometimes compromise with the left. Thus, it was
he who most strongly advocated compromise at the time of the Mer-
chants’ Corps Incident, and he knew the truth about the assassination
of Liao Zhongkai.® As a matter of fact, Tan Yankai'® was also a
right-winger, but where his own interests were concerned, he would
sometimes take a position close to that of the left wing, because he
wished to build up his own strength in face of the daily expansion
of Chiang Kai-shek’s military strength. Zhu Peide'”’
close to Wang Jingwei and sometimes to Chiang Kai-shek. Cheng
Qian'* also drew close to Wang Jingwei because he wanted to expand
his own forces. But these people were invariably afraid of the masses.
The reason why they didn’t stand in open opposition to the masses
in Guangdong was that the mass movements there had not directly
affected their own interests. Once the mass movements began to make
headway in their native provinces of Hunan, Hubei and Jiangxi, their
real opposition to the masses was exposed.

Following the May 30th Movement in 1925, the worker and peasant
movements made unprecedented progress throughout the country.’ In

was sometimes
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our Party Comrade Mao Zedong was representative of those who were
able to realize from these movements that the revolution was develop-
ing into a revolutionary peasant war and that this was the over-all trend.
He took over the job of running an institute to train cadres for the
"* and made an investigation of the peasants’ land
problem, a study which resulted in the publication of some twenty
pamphlets. Trainees from this institute were later sent to Hunan, Hubei
and other places to launch a massive pecasant movement,

The rapid progress of the revolution that year started a panic among

the middle-of-the-roaders in the Kuomintang. After the First Eastern
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peasant movement

Campaign,'” the armed rebellion of Liu Zhenhuan and Yang Ximin
was suppressed. Already at the time of the Shaji Massacre'™ we could
sce that Chiang Kai-shek was wavering, frightened as he was by the im-
perialists. In June 1925 the central headquarters of the Kuomintang sent
word to the Whampoa Military Academy to participate in the demon-
stration in Guangzhou. I dispatched two battalions from the army and
one battalion from the academy for the purpose. Later, when Chiang
Kai-shek heard of this, he was very displeased, for he was against the
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demonstration itself. After Liao Zhongkai’s assassination, Chiang dis-
' Ostensibly he was opposing
the right wing and showing he was revolutionary, but actually he was
trying to grab power in his own hands. Since Hu was then acting
Commander-in-Chief and Xu was a veteran in army circles, their con-
tinued presence would have made it impossible for Chiang to rise either
in the army or in the government.

At the time of the Second Eastern Campaign'” in October 1925,
the peasant movement in Haifeng and Lufeng led by Comrade Peng
Pai® was already in full swing. The self-defence forces of the peas-
ants had occupied the county seat even before the arrival of the troops
and had elected a brother of Comrade Peng Pai as county magistrate.
When Chiang Kai-shek arrived, he found himself a guest rather than
the master; this, of course, could not but arouse his fear of the mass
movement. In particular, in the Whampoa Military Academy the
Association of Young Soldiers grew much larger than the So-
ciety for the Study of Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s Doctrines. Communists
became Kuomintang party representatives in two of the three divisions
and seven of the nine regiments, and the Communist Party had organi-
zations in companies, platoons and squads. Besides, political depart-
ments were established in the armies. Seeing the growth of the rev-
olutionary forces, Chiang Kai-shek wavered even more and attempted

missed Hu Hanmin and Xu Chongzhi.
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to impose restrictions. Accordingly, in the course of the Eastern Cam-
paign in November 1925, he called a joint meeting of military and polit-
ical cadres above the company level, openly stated that his Whampoa
Academy would allow of no splits and asked to be informed of the
names of all Communists in the academy and in the army, as well as
the names of members of the Kuomintang who had joined the Com-
munist Party. [ stalled by saying that since this was a matter con-
cerning the two parties, I must ask the Central Committee for instruc-
tions. Later, in a private conversation with me, he went a step further
and said that to ensure unity in the Whampoa Academy, Communists
should withdraw either from the Communist Party or from the Kuo-
mintang and the academy — adding hypocritically that he hoped it
would not be the latter.

That was right on the eve of the Second National Congress of the
Kuomintang. I came back to Guangzhou from Shantou and discussed

the matter with Comrade Chen Yannian,'®

Secretary of the Party Com-
mittee of Guangdong and Guangxi, and Borodin,'
had been sent by the Soviet Union to Guangdong to work in the Kuo-
mintang and the government. The policy we decided on was to strike
at the right wing, isolate the centre and expand the left wing. We
planned that at the congress we would openly expel Dai Jitao, Sun Fo
and others from the Kuomintang and elect to the Central Executive
Committee fewer middle-of-the-roaders and more left-wingers, ensur-
ing that one-third of its members would be Communists and that the
left wing would have an absolute majority. In the army, as things
then stood, Chiang Kai-shek’s First Army had only three divisions.
The First Division was commanded by He Yingqin and the Second
by Wang Maogong, who was close to Wang Jingwei, then a Kuomin-
tang left-winger. And the First Army was the only one belonging
to Chiang. So we planned to deal a counter-blow at Chiang Kai-shek
by withdrawing all Communists from the forces under his command

the advisor who

and co-operating with Wang Jingwei to form a bipartisan army. I
carried this plan back to Shantou, where I was to wait for its approval
by the Central Committee and then put it formally to Chiang at once.
Since left-wing delegates were predominant in the Second National
Congress of the Kuomintang, our plan was sure to succeed. After a
long wait, however, a telegram came from the Central Committee dis-
approving the plan. What was even more regrettable, the Central
Committee had gone so far as to enter into full negotiations with Dai
Jitao in Shanghai, had invited him and others to return to Guangdong
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and, in order to get the right-wingers to return, had even wired Guang-
zhou to postpone the congress for a month to await their arrival. In
short, they had adopted a policy of complete concession to the right
wing. Thus, Sun Fo returned to Guangdong as representative of the
right wing and Chiang Kai-shek got the backing he needed. Mean-
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while, the Central Committee appointed Zhang Guotao'™ as the secre-
tary of the Party fraction at the congress. He said that heretofore we
had dominated the left wing and that we should now form an inde-
pendent Communist wing distinct from the left wing and let the latter
stand on its own. In the clections, big concessions were made to the
right wing. As a result, among the thirty-six members of the Central
Executive Committee there were only seven Communists, barely more
than one half of what we had planned for. Kuomintang left-wingers,
counting even persons like Zhu Peide and Tan Yankai, numbered only
fourteen, while the right-wingers and middle-of-the-roaders numbered
fifteen. The right-wingers Sun Fo, Dai Jitao, Hu Hanmin, Wu Chao-
shu and Xiao Focheng were all elected. Among members of the Cen-
tral Supervisory Committee, the right-wingers had an absolute majority.
Since the two committees of the Kuomintang often held joint sessions,
a situation was created in which the right wing was strong, the centre
emboldened and the left wing isolated. And this was the first im-
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portant concession that Chen Duxiu, ™ as a Right opportunist, made to
the right wing and the middle section of the Kuomintang. It was a
major political concession.

Events after the congress further isolated the left wing. At the
conclusion of the congress Borodin returned to the Soviet Union,
General Galen,'”

and the majority of Communists on the Central Executive Com-

the Soviet military advisor, went to join Feng Yu-
xiang,”
mittee also left, so that Wang Jingwei even asked us whether he could
still count on our help. Just at this point Chen Duxiu was hospitalized,
and in the absence of the General Secretary there was a lack of leader-
ship in the Central Committee. In addition, Comrade Chen Yannian
had to go to Shanghai for an emergency meeting. The right-wingers,
on the other hand, were returning to Guangdong one after another.

* and Chen Lifu' returned to Guangzhou in January

Zhang Jingjiang'
and February 1926 and, in collusion with Chiang Kai-shek, sowed dis-
cord between the Kuomintang and the Communist Party. That was
the ultimate cause of the Zhongshan Warship Incident of March 20.

Such was the general political situation prior to the incident.
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The March 20th Incident was created entirely by Chiang Kai-shek.
On February 5, he dismissed Wang Maogong, making his first show
of strength to intimidate Wang Jingwei. He wired me to return to
Guangzhou. Seecing that he had the closest dealings with the right-
wingers and sensing something suspicious in his demeanour, I reported
to Comrade Zhang Tailei." The then Soviet advisor underestimated
the gravity of the situation, taking a major problem to be a minor one
and brushing it aside as a mere trifle. And since Comrade Chen Yan-
nian returned to Guangzhou from Shanghai only a day or two before
March 20, he did not handle the matter quite properly either.

Comrade Li Zhilong was then the captain of the warship Zhongshan.
He discovered that Chen Zhaoying, commander of the Humen Fortress,
was engaged in smuggling and reported the fact to Wang Jingwei.
Chen Zhaoying was Chiang’s man, and naturally he complained to
Chiang. Chiang Kai-shek, supported by the right-wingers, took ad-
vantage of the opportunity and created the March 20th Incident, spread-
ing the tale that the Zhongshan planned to bombard the Whampoa
Military Academy and that the Communists intended to throw him
out. He ordered the arrest of Li Zhilong, imposed a curfew on
the town of Whampoa, set a watch on the division party represent-
atives and on the Soviet advisor, encircled the Soviet Consulate and
disarmed the worker pickets of the Guangzhou-Hongkong strike. He
also placed me under house arrest for a day. In collaboration with
the right wing, Chiang dealt blows at Wang Jingwei and attacked the
Communist Party, baring his teeth to the revolutionary forces. At
the time, Tan Yankai, Cheng Qian and Li Jishen all bore grudges
against Chiang, and Zhu Peide and Li Fulin'® wavered, while all the
armies wanted to test their strength against him. Had it been the
policy of the Central Committee of the Party to make a strong counter-
attack, doubtless things would have gone differently. But a policy
of continued concessions was adopted instead. Believing that Chiang
wanted to create a split and failing to realize that he was not yet strong
enough to risk doing so, the Central Committee told him this was all
a misunderstanding. Again he took advantage of the opportunity and
immediately released those arrested, saying that he too took it as a
“misunderstanding”. This was the second important concession that
Chen Duxiu, as a Right opportunist, made to Chiang Kai-shek. It
was a major military concession.

To explain the “misunderstanding”, the political committee met
for one hour at Wang Jingwei’s bedside. Wang Jingwei, Tan Yankai
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and the Soviet advisor all made courteous apologies, but Chiang didn’t
say a word, thus taking a morally superior position and scoring a major
political success. Following that, Wang Jingwei “disappeared” and
the left wing of the Kuomintang was at a loss what to do. As we
did not make a powerful response to Chiang Kai-shek’s attack on
the revolution, his position was further consolidated, and he then turned
to strike at the right. He arrested Ouyang Ge,'" passed over Chen
Zhaoying and ignored Gu Yingfen'” and Wu Chaoshu. After the
March 20th Incident, Hu Hanmin had returned to Guangdong to try
his luck, but now he had to leave again and, by coincidence, he arrived
in Hongkong on the same boat with the “missing” Wang Jingwei.
Chiang Kai-shek struck at the left to win the support of the right and
then struck at the right to show that he was a revolutionary. Those
were his methods — the treacherous, ruthless methods of a gangster.
After that, Chiang actually became a Kuomintang right-winger. He
took advantage of the situation to disband the Association of Young
Soldiers and the Society for the Study of Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s Doctrines
in Guangdong and to force Communists out of the First Army of the
National Revolutionary Army and the Whampoa Military Academy.
More than two hundred and fifty known Communists withdrew from
the Kuomintang and the First Division, including Comrade Jiang Xian-
yun,'” a student of whom Chiang Kai-shek was particularly proud
and who was the first to declare his withdrawal from the Kuomintang.
There were only thirty-nine who withdrew from the Communist Party,
Li Mo’an being the first." After that, the First Army was thoroughly
demoralized and its combat capabilities were drastically weakened.

The concessions that Chiang Kai-shek obtained from the Com-
munists, thanks to Chen Duxiu’s opportunism, allowed him to consoli-
date his position politically and militarily. Then he launched an offen-
sive against us in the form of a Bill on the Regularization of Party
Affairs, which was introduced on May 15 at the Second Plenary Session
of the Second Central Executive Committee of the Kuomintang. The
sole purpose of this bill was to bring pressure to bear on the Commu-
nists. It included the following provisions:

(1) When members of other political parties joined the Kuomintang,
the parties concerned should teach them that the foundation of the
Kuomintang was the Three People’s Principles formulated by Dr. Sun
Yat-sen and that they must not doubt or criticize him or those prin-
ciples.
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(2) When members of other political parties joined the Kuomin-
tang, the parties concerned should submit a list of their names to be
kept by the President of the Central Executive Committee of the Kuo-
mintang.

(3) When serving as executive members of high-level Kuomintang
headquarters (e.g., the Central Headquarters and the provincial or spe-
cial municipal party headquarters), members of other partics who joined
the Kuomintang should not hold more than one-third of the total secats
of the said headquarters.

(4) No member of another political party who joined the Kuomin-
tang should serve as director of any department of the Kuomintang
Central Executive Committee.

(5) Members of the Kuomintang should not hold any meetings on
party affairs in the name of the Kuomintang without the permission of
the party headquarters.

(6) Members of the Kuomintang should not belong to other political
organizations or take part in activities of a political nature without
the permission of the highest party headquarters.

(7) All directives issued by other political parties to their members
who joined the Kuomintang should be approved beforehand by joint
Kuomintang-Communist meetings. In case of emergency, when there
was no time for prior approval, such directives should be subject to
subsequent approval by a joint meeting.

(8) Members of the Kuomintang should not join any other party
before getting permission to withdraw from the Kuomintang; once
they had withdrawn to join another party, they should not be readmitted
to the Kuomintang.

(9) Any member of the Kuomintang violating the above provisions
should have his membership cancelled at once or should be subjected
to due punishment in keeping with the degree of the offence.

As matters then stood, it still would not have been hard to smash
this offensive by Chiang Kai-shek if we had only had a correct policy.
Since his troops were numerically inferior and all popular movements
were wholly under our leadership or that of the Kuomintang left wing,
he still didn’t dare make a complete break with us. However, the
Central Committee of our Party, persisting in an opportunist policy,
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sent Peng Shuzhi'” and Zhang Guotao to lead the Communist Party
Group at the Second Plenary Session of the Kuomintang Central Execu-
tive Committee. The Party fraction met and discussed whether to

accept or reject the Kuomintang’s Bill on the Regularization of Party
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Affairs. Peng Shuzhi quoted Marxist classics at length to prove it
unacceptable. But when asked what we should do, he had no answer
except that we should discuss the matter. When others came up with
suggestions, he again quoted the classics at length, saying that this idea
wouldn’t work and that idea was wrong. The discussion went on for
seven days without result. Then Zhang Guotao adopted a very dis-
honest tactic and asked all present to sign in favour of acceptance
of the bill. Thus a third important concession was made. [t was a
major concession on party affairs.

As a result, Chiang Kai-shek, the right-winger, gained the greatest
advantage. He promoted Zhang Jingjiang, who was really a puppet
in the hands of Chen Guofu,'” to the presidency of the Central Execu-
tive Committee. Chiang himself became the Director of the Organi-
zation Department and concurrently the Director of the newly estab-
lished Military Department. The Organization Department was
actually run by Chen Lifu. Several directorates (of the Departments
of Propaganda, Peasant Affairs, etc.) that we had previously held were
given up. Thus the right wing became predominant organizationally,
and we lost all our positions as far as party affairs were concerned.
Using their positions, Chen Guofu and Chen Lifu recruited right-
wingers in the provinces. In north China they relied on the Great
League of Ding Weifen and Wang Faqin'” and bought over the West-
ern Hills Clique. From then on the struggle between the left and right
wings hecated up in the local headquarters of the Kuomintang as well.

In spite of the triple victory Chiang Kai-shek had won politically,
militarily and in party affairs, it was still possible to retrieve the situa-
tion. Had we launched a strong counter-offensive, Chiang Kai-shek’s
right-wing force could have been beaten. For even at that time there
were only six divisions under his direct control. Of the eight armies,
only one was his. The party representatives were Comrade Li Fu-
" in the Second Army, Comrade Zhu Kejing'” in the Third
Army, Luo Han'
and Comrade Lin Boqu
tinued to make crucial mistakes in his opportunist leadership during
the Northern Expedition.

chun
(still a Communist at the time) in the Fourth Army
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in the Sixth Army. But Chen Duxiu con-

Militarily, we were absolutely certain of success in the Northern
Expedition.'"” We had a detailed plan, and General Galen guaranteed
that Wuhan would be taken before the Double Tenth Festival.'™
Before setting out, General Galen asked me to seek direction from the

Central Committee as to whether we should assist Chiang Kai-shek
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in the course of the expedition or try to weaken him. How should
this political problem be resolved? I went to Shanghai and reported
to the Central Committee. Chen Duxiu said that we should call a
meeting and discuss the matter. (He was modest this time because
he had been criticized by the comrades and attacked by the Kuomintang
for an article opposing the idea of a northern expedition despite the
changing political situation. He had written this article while in
hospital without making any investigation of the facts.) At the meet-
ing, Zhang Guotao was again the acting chairman, and there was no
real discussion, just his cursory remarks to the effect that our policy
in the Northern Expedition was both to oppose and not to oppose
Chiang Kai-shek. Therefore, we had no clear policy for dealing with
Chiang during the expedition and right up to the time of the Third
Plenary Session of the Kuomintang Central Executive Committee. The
result was that objectively we helped him and enhanced his position.
However, the troops under his direct control were unsuccessful in
battle. The First Army and the 17th Division were the first to be
defeated at Niuhang, then Wang Boling’s troops were wiped out in
their attack on Nanchang, and Wang and Miao Bin'"
This was an ignominious defeat for Chiang. But Chen Duxiu, the

were captured.

opportunist, did not recognize this and went on making mistakes.



GUIDELINES FOR MYSELF

March 18, 1943

1. Study diligently, grasp essentials, concentrate on one subject
rather than seeking a superficial knowledge of many.

2. Work hard and have a plan, a focus and a method.

3. Combine study with work and keep them in proper balance
according to time, place and circumstances; take carc to review and
systematize; discover and create.

4. On the basis of principles, resolutely combat all incorrect ideol-
ogy in others as well as in myself.

5. Insofar as possible, make the most of my strengths and take
concrete steps to overcome my weaknesses.

6. Never become alienated from the masses; learn from them and
help them. Lead a collective life, inquire into the concerns of the peo-
ple around you, study their problems and abide by the rules of dis-
cipline.

7. Keep fit and lead a reasonably regular life. This is the material
basis for self-improvement.

Written at Hongyan in Chongqing during the rectification movement.
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MESSAGE OF SYMPATHY TO
DR. DWARKANATH S. KOTNIS’ FAMILY

March 22, 1943

Dear Friends:

On behalf of the Eighteenth Group Army and the Chinese Com-
munist Party, | extend to you our deepest condolences on the death
of Dr. Kotnis." Dr. Kotnis has made an immeasurable contribution
in rendering help to the army and people where they needed it most —
in the Wutai mountain region behind enemy lines in north China.

In 1938, on instructions from the Indian National Congress, Dr.
Kotnis joined the Indian medical team that it sent to China. He
arrived in Yan’an and entered the guerrilla areas of north China in
1939. He worked in many places in north China before finally settling
down in the Wutai mountain region to become the late Dr. Norman
Bethune’s*™ successor. He was the director of the International Peace
Hospital until he died. All his Chinese comrades loved and respected
him. By carrying out the loftiest of tasks in the anti-Japanese guerrilla
base areas and giving fraternal care to the sick and wounded soldiers,
he saved the lives of many soldiers fighting the Japanese aggressors
who had invaded our motherland, and he saved many pecople from
becoming permanently disabled. We have benefited immensely from
his work, and we will never forget it.

Dr. Kotnis is a symbol of the friendship between the great Chinese
and Indian nations and a shining example of the Indian people, who
are taking an active part in our common struggles against Japanese
militarism and world fascism. His name will live forever in the hearts
of the two great nations to whom he dedicated his life.

We share your grief at this loss to all freedom-loving mankind.

Pleasc accept our warmest respects!

Zhou Enlai

Published on Match 22, 1943 in the New China Daily, Chongqing.
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HOW TO BE A GOOD LEADER

April 22, 1943

I. The definition of a leader

Any cadre may at some time have to take up the work of leader-
ship, and very likely he is already doing such work. Therefore, the
work of leadership concerns leading cadres at all levels, whether the
lower, middle or upper.

Among the staff members at Hongyan and Zengjiayan'” there is
only a difference in the kind of work each does, but no distinction
is drawn between the leaders and the led, still less between cadres and
non-cadres. Although some comrades working at Hongyan and Zengjia-
yan and in the office of the New China Daily are not directly shoulder-
ing the responsibilities of leadership, they are in fact leaders.

Il. The stand a lecader should take

A leading cadre must proceed from the standpoint of the Party
in everything he does. But this is only a general statement. More
specifically, a leading cadre should have the following qualities:

1. A firm Marxist-Leninist world outlook and a revolutionary out-
look on life;

. Devotion to principle;

. Faith in the strength of the people;
. Dedication to study;

. A tenacious fighting spirit; and

[= NNV, N SRR US|

. A high sense of discipline.

ITI. The leaders and the leading organizations

1. Collective leadership and leadership of each level by the next
higher level — unified leadership, centralization and democracy (dis-
cussion and division of labour).

The outline of a talk to cadres of the Southern Bureau of the Central Committee
of the Chinese Communist Party, originally entitled “Outline of a Talk on Leader-
ship and Review of Work”.
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2. Individual responsibility and individual leadership — this is
especially needed in the Great Rear Area and is by no means negated
by collective leadership.

3. Direct personal intervention and decision from above — this is
not the usual practice but one employed under special circumstances,
or to set an example.

IV. What is correct leadership?

I shall now elaborate on the three points Stalin once made:

1. Decisions made must be correct. First, leaders should evaluate
the situation and anticipate possible changes, seeking out the character-
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istics of a given place at a given time. Second, they should relate
all this to the general task of the Party and determine the tasks and
policy for a given period. Third, in line with this policy, they should
formulate slogans and tactics appropriate to the current situation.
Fourth, they should then work out realistic plans and instructions.
They should do all this through in-depth investigation and study of
actual conditions, linking up the results with Party tenets and principles.

2. Correct decisions must be implemented. First, leaders should
organize discussion of ways to implement the plan and carry out
instructions. Scecond, they should carefully sclect capable persons and
put them in charge of the plan’s implementation. Third, they should
organize efforts to realize the Party’s plan. Fourth, they should per-
sonally take part in the implementation so as to set an example. By
so doing, they can discover through practice whether the Party line
and tactics are correct or whether they should be modified.

3. There must be reviews of the actual implementation of the deci-
sions. Methods of making such reviews: (a) we must note tangible
results of work rather than promises; (b) we must not merely look at
plans on paper, but inquire whether tasks are being performed
conscientiously or only perfunctorily; (¢) we must pay attention to
content rather than to form and examine whether a decision is really
being correctly carried out or is being distorted; (d) reviews should not
only be conducted from top to bottom, but also from bottom to top;
(e) reviews should be systematic and regular; and (f) leaders should
personally participate in reviews.

As Stalin has said, leaders must maintain close ties with the masses,
and the experience gained by both leaders and masses must be synthe-
sized. Only thus can there be correct leadership.

V. The tasks of leaders
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Comrade Mao Zedong says that the tasks of leaders consist in using
cadres well and implementing policies. This is true. Breaking them
down, I think, they are as follows:

1. Leading cadres should pay close attention to ideological and
political leadership. This requires that they constantly raise their own
ideological level and strengthen their own political training. We ask
our comrades to concentrate on the following: (a) placing emphasis
on important matters; (b) sharpening political vigilance; (¢) raising their
theoretical level; (d) intensifying ideological struggle both inside and
outside the Party; and (e) actively publicizing the policies and achieve-
ments of the Party.

2. Leading cadres should give careful thought to organizational
leadership. Once the political line 1s laid down, organizational work
decides everything. We draw our comrades’ attention to the follow-
ing points: (a) organizational leadership should be raised to the level
of political leadership; in other words, all kinds of work should be put
on a principled basis and connected with political tasks; (b) all organi-
zational and day-to-day work should serve to guarantee the fulfilment
of the Party’s political tasks and the realization of its work plans; (c)
importance should be attached to the Party’s day-to-day lecadership,
so that Party organizations stay close to the grass roots and their work
becomes even more concrete; (d) Party organizations and the masses
must be mobilized to strive to surmount all difficulties; and (e) we
should combat all forms of opportunism (such as perfunctoriness,
empty talk, arrogance, bureaucracy, formalism, and red-taped rou-
tinism), corruption, degeneration, etc.

3. Prudence should be exercised in selecting cadres and assigning
work. This is also part of organizational work, but it can be taken
up separately. Both political qualifications and work competence are
indispensable criteria for selecting cadres, but political trustworthiness
takes precedence. Stalin once pointed out the harm done to the Party
when people made appointments not in accordance with principle. He
said that such persons were followed by a large “entourage” wherever
they went and that they employed only those whom they regarded as
their “own” men.'"” In one of his reports on the rectification move-
ment,””" Comrade Mao Zedong, too, criticized such persons for being
“dishonest”. That was the failing of those “imperial envoys who rushed
everywhere”. Given a cadre’s political trustworthiness, it is still im-
portant to use him properly (in the light of the time, place and circum-
stances).
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4. Work should be reviewed. The performance of working per-
sonnel and the implementation of the work plan must be reviewed.
As Stalin has said, the objectives of the review are: first, to get to
know the qualifications of the cadres; second, to determine the virtues
and defects of the executive apparatus; and third, to determine the

" Some

virtues and defects of the tasks or instructions that are set.
leaders think reviews of this sort are likely to expose their own weak-
nesses, marring their prestige or shaking their self-confidence. This
is incorrect. Leaders enhance their prestige by correcting their mis-
takes, not by covering them up, and by immersing themselves in hard
work, not by bragging and boasting. Confidence will only be strength-
ened and not weakened through the correction of mistakes. It is
only those who are vain and concerned with face-saving who fear the
exposure of mistakes.

5. Go among the masses. The leaders should not only educate
the masses but should also learn from them. The reason is that the
leaders’ own knowledge is incomplete and their experience insufficient.
Leading positions in themselves cannot bestow knowledge and ex-
perience, so it is essential to go to the people and draw experience
from them. We ask that comrades: (a) get close to the people, main-
tain contact with them, and to some extent become one with them;
(b) heed the voice of the people; (c) learn from them; and (d) educate
them instead of tailing behind them.

VI. Leading the masses and befriending them

1. The masses are not to be led in the same way as Party members.
The way we lead the masses and the attitude we take towards them
should not make them feel that we are exercising leadership.

2. The basic method of leading the masses is persuasion, and def-
initely not command. Only in situations when it is necessary and
when the majority agree while a minority still do not, may we compel
the minority to carry out the decisions of the majority.

3. The lcaders themselves should play an exemplary role in giving
leadership to the masses and befriending them.

4. When necessary, leaders should ignore insults hurled at them.

5. Leaders must never underestimate the role they play or the in-
fluence they exert, and must work prudently and cautiously.

VII. The art of leadership

According to the art of leadership as expounded by Lenin and
Stalin, leaders should not run too far ahead of a movement, nor should
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they lag behind. Rather, they should grasp the key task and push the
movement forward.

According to the art of leadership as expounded by Comrade Mao
Zedong, they should take into account the over-all situation, think in
terms of the majority and work together with our allies.

VIII. Work methods

1. Examine theoretical tenets and principles in the course of strug-
gle;

2. Determine and review policies in the course of concrete work;

3. Improve work in a revolutionary spirit;

4. Promote democracy and encourage criticism and self-criticism;
and

5. Employ mainly persuasion and not administrative fiat. Resort
to orders only in emergency situations.

IX. Work style

1. Lenin’s style of work consisted of:

Russian revolutionary sweep; and

American efficiency.

2. Comrade Mao Zedong’s style of work consists of:

The modesty and realism of the Chinese pcople;

The simplicity and industriousness of the Chinese peasant;

The love of study and deep thought of the intellectual;

The flexibility and cool-headedness of the revolutionary soldier;
and

The tenacity and staunchness of a Bolshevik.

3. Combat all forms of opportunism manifested in day-to-day work.
At present, we must especially combat perfunctoriness, empty talk,
arrogance, formalism, routinism and all acts which sabotage the fine
traditions of the Party and army.



SPEECH AT A MEETING OF WELCOME
IN YAN’AN

August 2, 1943

Comrades, thank you for your welcome. In the three years of my
absence, I have actually done too little. But during this period, many
big changes have occurred in China and abroad, and our Party has
made enormous progress in many respects. We saw this all the more
clearly when we were outside.

On the international scene, beginning with the fascist catastrophe
visited upon the continent of Europe after the surrender of France,'”
we saw the treacherous attacks launched by Hitler’s Germany against
the Soviet Union;"” we saw the surprise attacks launched by the Japa-
nese marauders against Britain and the United States in the Pacific;"

5

we saw fascist fifth columns'” running rampant all over the world
except in the Soviet Union. At the same time, we witnessed the
heroic deeds of the Soviet Red Army and people rising up under the
leadership of Stalin in resistance to Hitler’s onslaught, and we saw
their zeal for production. From the battles for the defence of Leningrad
and Moscow to the battle of Stalingrad,'” from the counter-offensives
of the first two winters to the counter-offensive of this summer, their
splendid victories have won the praise of the entire world. We also
saw the formation and development of the Allied front to resist fascist
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aggression: from the proclamation of the Atlantic Charter™ by Roose-

velt and Churchill and the conclusion of the Soviet-British alliance
and the Soviet-U.S. agreement'™ to the signing of the 26-power pact"™
in Washington; from the successful counter-offensive launched in North
Africa by the Allied forces of Britain and the United States to the
landing in Sicily. We also witnessed the birth and growth of the

worldwide struggle against fascist domination: from the development

Published on August 6, 1943 in the Liberation Daily, Yan’an.
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of the anti-fascist guerrilla war in the occupied countries of Europe to
the emergence of the anti-fascist strikes and demonstrations in Germany
and Italy; from the formation of the French Committee of National

to the founding of the National Committee of “Free Ger-
many”;"” and from the restoration or recognition of the legal status

Liberation'”’

of the Communist Parties of the United States and India to the arrival
in Yan’an of Comrade Okano Susumu, lecader of the Communist Party
of Japan."” Over the past three years, the anti-fascist war of libera-
tion waged by the Allied countries has passed from crisis to safety, from
defeat to victory and from passive defence to active attack. This change
was mainly due to the two years of Soviet resistance and to the three
offensives waged by the Soviet Red Army and people. It was also
due to the victory won by the Allied forces of Britain and the United
States in North Africa and their operations in the South Pacific, to
the massive production of the United States and the war mobilization
of the Allied countries and to China’s perseverance in the War of
Resistance, particularly the development of its guerrilla war behind
enemy lines.

With the fall of Mussolini*” and the dissolution of the Fascist Party
in Italy, fascist domination in the world has begun to crumble where
it is weakest, and world fascism is heading for extinction. The dawn
of victory in the worldwide anti-fascist war is in sight, and the fascists
and their fifth columns, rampant for a time, are drawing closer to their
doom day by day. Do we not see the Italian fascists at the end of
their road? Do we not see Germany’s fifth column in Italy scurrying
for cover? They are living examples for the adherents of fascism
throughout the world and to those in China as well!

Domestically, in the past three years, we have remained in a stale-
mate in the War of Resistance Against Japan. During this period,
some people have thought that, with first the Soviet-German war and
then the Pacific war breaking out, the Japanese aggressors would attack
either India or the Soviet Union, with no time or strength for mounting
further attacks on China. Hence, they have been passive in resisting
the Japanese aggressors, thus hinting that the Japanese shouldn’t strike
at China; and they have been active in opposing the Communist Party,
so as to nudge the Japanese into diverting their troops to attack the
Soviet Union. The pity is that, however ingenious the stratagem, the
Japanese aggressors have not entirely fallen for it. They have their
own policy. Although they heartily approve of passivity in resisting
them, you still haven’t surrendered or laid down your arms, so whenever
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there is a respite or the need to strike at China they will do so. They
approve even more heartily of active opposition to the Communist
Party, but you haven’t gone all out to “suppress the Communists” and
arc unable to “annihilate the Communists”, and they still have to use
more than half their own troops in China to conduct campaigns to
“tighten public security™”
up” operations against the Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies.

In the past three years, other people have thought that with the
outbreak of the Pacific war, if the United States and Britain could not

in their rear areas and carry out “mopping

defeat the Japanese aggressors very quickly, they would try hard to
help China, and China would reap the benefit without lifting a finger.
Facts have certainly shown that the United States and Britain could
not defeat the Japanese aggressors very quickly. As for their assist-
ance to China, it’s true that we’ve all been eagerly looking forward
to it, but they too have been hard pressed to produce enough. They
will first send help to those troops that are actually fighting in the war
and to those places where fighting is effective, and they will surely
think twice before helping troops that are hesitant in battle and divided
in purpose. Moreover, since Wu Kaixian went from Nanjing to
Chongqing.,”™ the secret agents of the two sides have worked hand in
glove, and yesterday the Japanese aggressors even broadcast their terms
over the radio to induce capitulation.”™ This cannot but give rise to
misgivings in the friendly Allied countries.

Over the past three years, still others have thought that you would
win the war by dragging it out. But the enemy won’t allow you to
do that even if you want to. It’s obvious that they will try to solve
the China problem before the fall of Hitler, or at least before the de-
cisive battle in the Pacific. And the fall of Mussolini is the main reason
for the recent open attempt to induce capitulation. But apart from
that, the domestic situation won’t permit you to drag the war out either.
How is it possible to raise the morale of the soldiers when a considerable
number of troops are not sent to the front to engage in active combat?
How is it possible to heighten combat effectiveness if the system of
military service is not improved and the troops are not given higher pay?
How is it possible to avert bankruptcy if financial and economic
policies are not changed and bureaucrat-capital is not abolished, if cor-
ruption brings no punishment, and hoarding is not e¢liminated? How
is it possible to maintain peace and stability in the rear areas during the
War of Resistance if the people are denied freedom and their life is
not improved, if labour productivity is not raised, if bureaucracy is not
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eliminated and if the oppressive policy of discriminating against people
outside one’s own circle is not abolished? If all this is not changed
or done away with, how will it be possible for China’s War of Resist-
ance to drag on until victory? Our answer is, victory requires not
dragging on but fighting! Not passive but active resistance! Not
internal division but unity! Not political oppression but democracy!

In the past three years, there have even been some people who have
thought that, despite the rottenness in internal affairs, the War of Re-
sistance could be maintained until victory if only the secret police were
strengthened. But the goal of the War of Resistance is to achieve
national liberation and democracy, not to consolidate a fascist system
of secret police. Strengthening the secret police will only pave the way
for domination by the fascist Japanese militarists; it definitely will not
pave the way for victory in China’s War of Resistance.

Since the ideas prevalent among the Kuomintang authorities for
the past three years are all wrong, is there still a way of achieving
victory in China’s War of Resistance? Our answer is, yes, there is.
We must look to the Shaanxi-Gansu-Ningxia Border Region!'” We
must look to the Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies and to the anti-
Japanese base arcas behind the enemy lines! We must look to the
Chinese people! We must look to the genuinely anti-Japanese parties
and armies! We must look to the Chinese Communist Party, and
particularly to our Comrade Mao Zedong!

Spcaking of the War of Resistance, the Eighth Route and New
Fourth Armies have operated behind enemy lines for the past three
years without ever receiving arms and ammunition, food, clothing,
medicine or medical equipment from outside. Depending solely on
the people and their own efforts, they have been fighting year in year
out, maintaining these strategic anti-Japanese base areas and tying down
more than half the enemy troops in China. In the face of these achieve-
ments by the Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies even the enemy
is obliged to admit that they are the staunchest and most formidable
force resisting Japan. Is not such an anti-Japanese force worthy of
emulation by all other Chinese troops willing to resist Japan? Are
not all those who want to attack and get rid of this force a pro-Japanese
fifth column?

So far as democracy is concerned, in the last three years our Party
has promulgated its administrative programme in the border region
and other base areas. It has put into practice the “three thirds system
based on universal suffrage and implemented democratic decrees pro-
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tecting the rights of person and property and political rights. It has
carried out a rural policy of reducing rent and interest charged by the
landlords, encouraging the payment of rent and interest by the peas-
ants and effecting a reasonable distribution of financial burdens. It has
implemented its labour policy by instituting the ten-hour day, suitably
improving the workers’ standard of living and raising productivity, has
introduced the systems of voluntary military service and people’s militia,
and has applied correct financial, economic, cultural and educational pol-
icies. Subject to the principle of respect for our sovereignty and observ-
ance of our laws and decrees, it has allowed all foreigners to work for
the resistance against Japan or to conduct entrepreneurial, cultural and
religious activities in the border arcas. Our policies have cnabled the
base arcas to become self-sufficient with ample supplies of food and
clothing. Are not such border areas and base areas worthy of emula-
tion by all other localities in China that genuinely wish to put democracy
and Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s Three Pcople’s Principles into practice? Are
not all those who want to attack and get rid of such arecas fascists who
oppose democracy and the Three People’s Principles? All parties and
armies genuinely resisting Japan, all patriotic fellow-countrymen, must
surely be dissatisfied with the Kuomintang authorities for their continual
vacillation with regard to the War of Resistance, for their erroneous
internal policies, and particularly for their double-dealing policy of
opposing the Communist Party while at the same time taking part in
the War of Resistance. And they will surely be ready to befriend the
Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies and form an alliance with them,
to draw on the experience of democratic government in the border
region and other base areas, and especially to form a genuine united
front with the Chinese Communist Party.

Therefore, in the past three years, all the Chinese people and all the
Allied countries have been faced with these questions: In China, which
armies are active in the War of Resistance? Which armies are passive?
Which areas practise democratic government? Which areas do not?
They all have clear answers in their minds. And not only in their
minds: these answers have been publicly expressed both in China and
abroad.

At this point, we must mention the great progress made by our Party
in the last three years. During this period, it has achieved more and
greater successes than in the previous twenty years. Domestically,
our Party has twice averted the crisis of a civil war (by exposing the
intrigue in the Southern Anhui Incident™ and the recent plot to attack
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the Border Region™). It has persisted in the most arduous guerrilla
warfare behind enemy lines, toughened the leadership of the Eighth
Route and New Fourth Armies and reinforced support to the anti-
Japancse basc arcas. By so doing, it has strengthened the morale and
the will to resist of the people in the enemy-occupied areas and kept
alive the hope for and confidence in victory of the people in the Great
Rear Arca. Internationally, not only has our Party foreseen the march
of world events of the past three years and pointed out that world
fascism is sure to be defeated and the democratic countries are sure
to triumph; it has also made it clear to the Allied countries that the
Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies, led by the Chinese Communist
Party, and their base areas are the only ones that are really carrying
out counter-offensives against the Japanese aggressors at key points on
the mainland. As far as the Party itself, the army and the Border
conducted by our
Party has yielded unprecedented results in ideological remoulding. The
policy of “better troops and simpler administration” has led to the
consolidation of our strength. Unified leadership has brought about

Region are concerned, the rectification movement*”

political unanimity and the campaign to “support the government and
cherish the pecople” has resulted in the solidarity of the Party, the
government, the army and the people. The movement to develop pro-
duction has set a fine example in self-reliance; and, lastly, the examina-
tion of the records of cadres has led to the unprecedented consolidation
and unity of the Party. How has all this come about? It has been
brought about by the whole Party, by relying on the strength of the
people, by rallying under the leadership of the Central Committee and,
most decisively, by rallying under the leadership of Comrade Mao
Zedong.

At many critical junctures and on many key questions during the
past three years, Comrade Mao Zedong’s leadership and instructions
have ensured that our Party did not in any way lose its bearings or
take the wrong course.

Nothing offers clearer proof than the march of events of the last
three years. All those who opposed or were sceptical about Comrade
Mao Zedong’s leadership or his views have now been proved utterly
wrong.

The twenty-two years of our Party’s history have proved that the
views of Comrade Mao Zedong through the Party’s entire history have
developed into a sinified Marxist-Leninist line, that is, the communist
line of China!
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Comrade Mao Zedong’s orientation is the orientation of the Chinese
Communist Party!

Comrade Mao Zedong’s line is the Bolshevik line in China!

Comrades, shouldn’t we be proud to have such a Party? Shouldn’t
we be proud to have such a leader? But some anti-Communists in the
country have clamoured shamelessly for the abolition and dissolution
of the Chinese Communist Party. Aren’t they the fifth column of the
Japanese aggressors and the collaborators? And they have chosen this
very moment to make this demand openly. They deliberately spread
the idea that since the Communist International has been dissolved,”
communism is no longer applicable to China, that the Chinese Com-
munist Party has lost its backing and that the Party ranks will split.
Will anyone believe such nonsense?

Is it true that communism is not applicable to China? The uni-
versal truth of Marxism-Leninism is applicable to the whole of man-
kind and it can change the world. How can China be an exception?
The anti-Communists talk such nonsense because they are afraid we
will use the magic mirror of Marxism-Leninism to show them up for
what they are — a fifth column — before the Chinese people. They
talk such nonsense because they are afraid we will use the Marxist-
Leninist world outlook to explain to the Chinese people the political,
economic and social realities of China and show them the real truths
of the Chinese revolution. We must warn the anti-Communists: Not
only is communism applicable to China; through its application and
development by Comrade Mao Zedong, the leader of our Party, it has
been integrated with China’s national liberation movement and the
vital interests of the Chinese people — it has become rooted in Chi-
nese soil. Whoever attempts to shake it is courting self-destruction.

Has the Chinese Communist Party lost its backing? True, in the
course of its birth and growth, the Party received much guidance and
help from the Communist International, but the Party’s real support
has come not from the Communist International but from the Chinese
people. The Chinese Communist Party has grown out of the working
people of China; it exists in the midst of the Chinese people. Ours
is a mass Party. It has a membership of 800,000 and an army of
500,000,and it has formed ties of flesh and blood with nearly 100
million people in the course of the actual fighting. The Chinese nation
needs it, the Chinese people need it. Who can abolish and dissolve
it? We must warn the anti-Communists: Not only will the Chinese
Communist Party not be abolished, it will exist for a long, long time!
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With world fascism heading for its doom, it is not the Chinese Com-
munist Party but China’s fascist secret police system that should be
abolished and dissolved.

Are the ranks of the Chinese Communist Party going to split? Day
in and day out the anti-Communists dream that our Party can be split
into factions just as they themselves are split, and so they have fabri-
cated all sorts of slanders and rumours to try to do us harm. But our
Party organization is united, it is based on ideological belief, class
consciousness and revolutionary tempering and is cemented by a con-
scious self-discipline. It can in no way be split into factions like the
Kuomintang, which is completely lacking in unity. True, quite a few
mistakes have been made and there have been quite a few erring
comrades, but it is precisely through the struggles to oppose and rectify
those mistakes that our Party has matured and become unified ideo-
logically and consolidated organizationally. Those who are willing
to correct their mistakes will naturally return to the Party’s correct line.
Those who err time and again and are not willing to correct their mis-
takes will naturally be spurned by the Party. Were not Chen Duxiu'
and Zhang Guotao'®
Party? But when they were expelled from the Party for refusing to
mend their ways, they were unable to split the Party; on the contrary,
the Party became more consolidated. In the past three years, through
the rectification movement and the examination of cadres’ records, our
Party, under the leadership of Comrade Mao Zedong, has consolidated
its unity to a degrec never before known. We must warn the anti-
Communists: far from splitting as a result of your rumours and slan-
ders, the Chinese Communist Party will be even more vigilant, more
united and more consolidated in the face of your intrigues and sabotage!
In our opinion, the more arduous the War of Resistance becomes, the
better the revolution will develop. The split will occur not in the
Chinese Communist Party but elsewhere. Cases of this sort have oc-
curred in history time and again.

In connection with the dissolution of the Communist International,

among the founders of the Chinese Communist

one thing must be made especially clear, that is, the Chinese Com-
munist Party will solve the problems of the Chinese revolution still
more independently and with an even greater sense of responsibility.
We are determined to carry the War of Resistance through to the
end. We believe that we can drive the Japanese aggressors out of
China only by relying on our own strength. Passive resistance and
double-dealing policies will surely lead to abandoning the war effort
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half-way and expose us to the perils of compromise and capitulation.
Furthermore, only by active resistance will we merit foreign aid and,
in co-ordination with the Allied countries, bring about victory.

We uphold national unity. We are still prepared to continue con-
sultations with the Kuomintang and work together with them to elim-
inate the grave danger of civil war and solve the existing problems.
Such consultations, however, must be held in a spirit of sincerity, on
an cqual footing and on the basis of mutual concessions. There must
be no heightening of friction while negotiations are going on, no
manoeuvring of troops while messengers are going back and forth, no
demands for the abolition and dissolution of our Party while there is
talk of unity. And let no one in the Kuomintang conceive of
Kuomintang-Communist co-operation as Kuomintang-Communist inte-
gration and hope to achieve it through coercion; that would lead not to
unity but to civil war.

We uphold democracy and progress. We still hope that the Kuo-
mintang authorities will change their erroneous internal policies and
truly implement Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s Three People’s Principles. We are
ready to co-operate, on the basis of democracy, with all other anti-
Japanese parties and forces so as to persevere in the War of Resistance
and promote progress.

That is the policy of our Party!

Comrades! I am back. Under the leadership of Comrade Mao
Zedong, I will continue to carry out this policy and fight for it to the
very end!
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August 16, 1943

[. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Ever since the formation of the Anti-Japanese National United
Front and the beginning of the War of Resistance, there has been a
lack of understanding both inside and outside the Party, both at home
and abroad, of the essential nature of the rule of Chiang Kai-shek’s
Kuomintang, that is, the rule of the big landlords and big bourgeoisie.
It was Comrade Mao Zedong who pointed out before the War of
Resistance that Chiang Kai-shek’s Kuomintang was wavering and pas-
sive and who stated in the carly stage of the war that it was concilia-
tionist and two-faced. Today he has gone further and pointed out that
it 1s fascist. All these insights have been historical clarifications of
epochal significance. Therefore, I would now like to discuss Chinese
fascism.

I must take up a few queries first.

Someone may ask: Why didn’t we say earlier that Chiang Kai-shek’s
Kuomintang was fascist, rather than wait until now? Our answer
is that before the War of Resistance our policy was focused on winning
the Kuomintang over to the resistance, so we emphasized that it could
change and that it had a revolutionary aspect. At that time it was
enough to point out that it was wavering and passive. In the early
stage of the anti-Japanese war, our policy was focused on persuading
it to join in a protracted war of resistance and total resistance, so we
stressed protracted war, unity and progress, and opposed capitulation,
splitting and retrogression. This required a deep understanding of
the conciliationist and dual character of Chiang’s Kuomintang. Now
it is playing a smaller and smaller role in the resistance and a greater

A draft of a speech; some passages in Part V have been omitted.
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and greater reactionary role. Furthermore, Chiang has written the book
entitled China’s Destiny. If this is allowed to go on, it is bound to
lead to defeat in the War of Resistance and the rekindling of civil war.
Therefore, we must publicly reveal the fascist essence of the Kuomintang
today. We did not lay so much stress on this in the past because it
hadn’t gone so far as it has now, and not because there were no fascists
in it.

Another may ask: Since Chiang Kai-shek’s Kuomintang is fas-
cist, how is it that it can put up resistance to Japan? Our answer
is: Comrade Mao Zedong tells us that Chiang’s is a comprador-feudal
fascism. Because of its comprador aspect, when the Japanese imperial-
ists invaded China, the Kuomintang could rely on other imperialists
in resisting the aggressors, and it played a revolutionary role, riding
the wave of popular concern for national salvation. But at the same
time it has a feudal aspect, so now that the Allied countries are gradual-
ly coming to pay more attention to the War of Resistance waged by
the Chinese nation, it relapses into its former mode of thinking. It
wishes to restore the ancient ways and opposes everything foreign, thus
playing a reactionary role. It is precisely because it represents the big
landlords and the big bourgecoisie that it always opposes, fears and
oppresses the people, and its resistance can never be thoroughgoing.
The proletariat and its political party must win and consolidate leader-
ship in the national democratic revolution and must never tail behind
the big bourgeoisie. Comrade Mao Zedong warned us on this point
at a Party conference of the Soviet arcas™’ before the anti-Japanese
war.””’

Then still another may ask: Since fascism means national aggression
and since Chiang Kai-shek’s Kuomintang is resisting the Japanese
aggressors, why do we call it fascist? Our answer is that this is exactly
why Comrade Mao Zedong calls it Chinese fascism. National aggres-
sion is one of the characteristics of fascism, but not the only one.
Chinese fascism has all the characteristics of fascism pointed out by
Georgi Dimitrov in his report™® except that of national aggression. Both
in the past and at present, Chiang Kai-shek’s Kuomintang has launched
ruthless attacks on the people, on the working masses. It has even
unleashed civil war to suppress the revolution and introduced rampant
reaction and counter-revolution. It has thus become the arch-enemy
of the whole Chinese people. It is only because China finds itself in the
position of a colony or semi-colony that the Chinese big landlords and
big bourgeoisie are powerless to invade other countries. Isn’t their
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treatment of China’s own minority nationalities based on the sense
of superiority inherent in Han chauvinism and on the traditional notion
of a “vassal nations” policy.”” Even in foreign affairs, are there
not people in the Kuomintang who advocate a greater Chinese federa-
tion which would include Annam, Thailand, Burma, Korea and even
the Malay Archipelago? Georgi Dimitrov once said: “The development
of fascism and fascist dictatorship itself assumes different forms in
different countries, according to historical, social and economic con-
ditions and owing to the national peculiarities or the international po-
sition of a given country.” Stalin also said long ago that the emergence
of German fascism must “be regarded as a symptom of the weakness
of the bourgeoisie, of the fact that the bourgeoisic is alrecady unable to
rule by the old methods of parliamentarism and bourgeois democracy,
and, as a consequence, is compelled in its home policy to resort to
terroristic methods of rule”.”’ In a certain sense, we can also apply this
to the rule of China’s big landlords and big bourgcoisic. We may say
that Chinese fascism is the open terrorist rule of China’s big landlords
and big bourgeoisie, that is, rule by Chiang Kai-shek’s Kuomintang and
bureaucrat-capital through special agents.

Then again somecone may ask: This being the case, why opposc only
the reactionaries inside the Kuomintang and not the Kuomintang as a
whole? Why call only for the abolition of fascism and not for the liqg-
uidation of the fascist chieftains? Our answer is: because the pro-
British and pro-American big landlords and big bourgeoisie represented
by Chiang Kai-shek’s Kuomintang still have a dual character, and they
have not yet reached the point of being purely reactionary. Since their
banner of resistance has not yet been furled, the Kuomintang can still
exert influence on certain persons, though their number is daily dimin-
ishing. Nor has it yet dared to call for fascism openly. (It has not yet
dared to acknowledge its true nature publicly, not only because the
War of Resistance is still going on, but also because China’s big land-
lords and big bourgeoisie are too weak to assert their independence.)
Therefore, we oppose only the reactionaries inside the Kuomintang,
and not those Kuomintang members who are willing to resist the
Japanese and who favour democracy. Moreover, we hope they will join
us in opposing the reactionaries. Therefore, we advocate liquidating
only fascism and hope these Kuomintang members will get rid of
fascism of their own accord and truly put into practice the revolu-
tionary Three People’s Principles advocated by Dr. Sun Yat-sen.*” And
we call for the disbanding of the fascist secret police only and not of
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the Kuomintang organization as such. Since the big landlords and big
bourgeoisie are becoming more openly fascist every day and have even
published the book, China’s Destiny, advocating the extremely recac-
tionary view that the Communist Party should be liquidated, we must
draw attention to the nature of Chinese fascism and emphasize the
danger it presents. This will be not only a warning and an education
for the Chinese people, and first and foremost for the Party, but also
a most practical ideological lesson helping to rid the Party of any
tendency to capitulate to the big bourgeoisie.

Yet again, someone else may ask: Since this is how things stand,
does the fascism of Chiang Kai-shek’s Kuomintang have an ideology,
historical roots, a programme, tactics, an organization and activities?
Our answer is: yes, it has. We are going to take them up now
under separate headings.

II. THE IDEOLOGY OF CHINESE FASCISM

Waving the banner of the War of Resistance and the Three People’s
Principles, Chinese fascism nevertheless has its own idecology.

Chiang Kai-shek’s philosophical thought is characterized by
extreme idealism. He is very fond of quoting the old saying, “The
mind of man is restless, prone to err; its affinity to what is right is
small. Be discriminating, be single-minded in the pursuit of what is
right, that you may sincerely hold fast to the Mean.”'" At the same
time, he emphasizes the role played by the “mind” and gives an
extremely idealist interpretation of Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s remark: “If I
believe something to be feasible, I may one day bring it to pass, although
it may be as difficult as removing a mountain or drying up a sca. If I
believe something to be unfeasible, T will never achieve it, although it
may be as easy as turning my hand over or breaking a twig.””” Chiang
wanted to eliminate the Communist Party, so he posed as if he believed
that “without sincerity nothing would be achieved”,’” and stated with
a heavy heart that if he could not resolve the problem of the Chinese
Communist Party, he would not be able to close his eyes even in death.
In fact, this is something he can never achieve because he is lacking in
the virtue of sincerity. Although he had acknowledged the legal status
of the Border Region in his Lushan interview’" and despite the fact
that it had been approved by the 333rd session of the Executive Yuan,
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in reality he wanted to eliminate it and revoked the approval on his
own authority. This is an example of his insincerity — as long as he
can achieve what he wants, he does not cven bother with sincerity.

Chiang Kai-shek advocates a philosophy of “action first”.?"” Its core
is having the people blindly obey him and carry out his orders without
knowing what they mean. When Chiang was following a policy of
non-resistance, he demanded that the pecople accept his internal
pacification policy rather than resist Japanese aggression. In the
early period of the War of Resistance, he wanted the people to blindly
follow his policy of partial resistance. Now he wants the people to
blindly follow his passive resistance to Japanese aggression but active
opposition to the Communists. In fact, as early as the civil war period,
it was his boast that if he failed in the suppression of the Communists,
he would commit suicide to make atonement to his fellow-countrymen,
but he has never been true to his word. When he failed, he was going
to punish everyone who was cven remotely connected with the
enterprise, but he himself was never punished.”® Before the War of
Resistance, he also boasted that, provided he had upwards of 600,000
genuinely revolutionary troops who would strictly obey his orders and
operate under unificd command, there could be no doubt that with his
brilliant tactics he could defeat these little Japanese bandits. But when
the Japanese attacked Shanghai on August 13, 1937, although the
troops who were strictly obeying his orders numbered more than
600,000 we never saw any sign of his brilliant tactics for defeating
the Japanese. Now that the number of his own troops — thosec who
strictly obey his orders — is considerably greater than 600,000, he
stands ready to collaborate with Japan. It is apparent that his
philosophy of “action first” is not only an idealist philosophy for
keeping the people in ignorance, but also a braggart’s philosophy, a
gangster’s philosophy, no different from Hitler’s.

To build morale, Chiang Kai-shek emphasizes “independence and
self-reliance”. In fact, because of the comprador aspect of his nature,
he relies on foreign power, and he is anything but independent; the
feudal aspect of his nature sometimes leads to xenophobia, but that is
not the same thing as national self-reliance. He stresses sincerity, but
he is totally insincere. From the earliest Kuomintang-Communist co-
operation®” to the present co-operation in the fight against Japan, he
has been insincere with regard to the Soviet Union, the Communist
Party and the people, that is, to the revolution and the War of Re-
sistance. When he talks about sincerity, he means that others should
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follow him with blind devotion, while he hasn’t a shred of sincerity
in his dealings with others.

In his ethical teachings Chiang emphasizes an abstract morality
based upon the Four Principles and Eight Virtues.’'” But as soon as
we get down to realities, we find that he and the ruling group under
him have completely abandoned the Four Principles of “propriety”,
“rightcousness”, “honesty” and “honour”. They deprived Madame
Sun Yat-sen of the freedom of residence; they deprived Lin Sen,
Chairman of the National Government, of the right to convalesce; they
are anti-Soviet and anti-Communist although they have had assistance
from both the Soviet Union and the Communist Party; and they
oppress the people although the people supported them. The whole
government indulges in hoarding and speculation and is riddled with
corruption, yet no one is punished. Those who work with the enemy
and betray the country or who trade in contraband and pocket the
soldicrs’ pay likewise go unpunished. What sensc does it make to talk
about national loyalty and filial piety when you are cowardly in re-
sisting Japan but take the lead in waging a civil war? How can you talk
of benevolence and love when people are driven to the battlefield by
your officials and are forced to rise in revolt? How can you utter a word
about faithfulness and justice when the War of Resistance has been
going on for six years and you’re still collaborating with the Japanese
aggressors, and when war has been declared against Germany and
couriers are still being exchanged with that country? How can you talk
about pecace and harmony when you incite Japan to attack the Soviet
Union and your planes are bombing civilians in revolt? Obviously, these
idealist moral principles of his are all hypocritical. But he tries to use
them to befuddle people and get them to practise the virtues of loyalty,
filial piety, benevolence, love, faithfulness, justice, peace and harmony
towards his Kuomintang, so that he can oppress and attack the masses
more freely.

Chiang Kai-shek’s conception of history is a rag-bag of feudal
ideology centring on a return to the ancients; it reflects the traditional,
all-pervasive ideology of the exploiting class. In his China’s Destiny,
Chiang writes, “On the basis of Confucius’ teachings, Mencius arose to
draw a distinction between justice and utility and between rule by
power and rule through virtue.... He refuted the tecachings of Yang
Zhu and Mo Di and rectified the hearts of the people. He thereby laid
the foundation for the orthodox school of thought which has enjoyed
an unbroken line of development in China over the past thirty centu-
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ries.” That is why he made much of the study of Collected Essays on
Government Affairs of the Empire and Chen Hongmou’s Five Treatises
on Moral and Educational Subjects.’”

Chiang Kai-shek’s conception of the nationalities is Han chauvin-
ism, pure and simple. He calls the Mongolian, Hui, Tibetan and Miao
nationalities merely “frontier inhabitants” and refuses to recognize
them as nationalitics. So far as his actions are concerned, he practises
racial discrimination and oppression.

Chiang Kai-shek’s conception of the state is a one-party dictator-
ship of the big landlords and big bourgeoisie or, more precisely, a new
one-man dictatorship — a fascist rule by secret police — under the
facade of a national state and a government by the entire people. The
recason for this is that the more he senses the weakness of the big
landlords and big bourgeoisie, the less he dares adopt bourgeois-
democratic methods, or even one-party rule, and the more he resorts
to terrorism, the rule of secret agents and one-man dictatorship.

Chiang Kai-shek’s conception of war is that armed strength decides
everything. It is a combination of the warlord ideology common in
modern China (the traditional ideology of the Hunan and Anhui
warlords, Zeng Guofan, Hu Linyi, Zuo Zongtang and Li Hongzhang)*"”
and Napoleon’s thesis of unification by force of arms. This is why we
call it the “new warlordism”, or “new autocracy”. Because he attaches
importance to military power alone, he thinks it impossible to mount
resistance to Japanese aggression independently and looks to foreign
aid. He openly declares: “[Japan] can take all of China’s coastal arcas
and all regions contiguous to inland waterways not within ten days,
but within three days, regardless of where they are — in the west, not
just Chongqing, but even Chengdu; in the south, not just Guangdong,
but Wuzhou and Yongning.” “If they [meaning the Japanese] issue
the order, it will actually take them only three days to capture all of
China’s vital regions and subjugate our country.” And again: “What
have we got to fight them with? We have neither weapons nor the con-
ditions for war operations: our cconomy, cducation, politics — is any onc
of them up to operations against a modern country?” Therefore, his
national policy concerning the War of Resistance has long been based
on the assumption that “the Soviet Union is the target of [Japan’s]
army and Great Britain and the United States arc the targets of its
navy. If Japan wants to swallow China, it must conquer Russia, gobble
up the United States and defeat Britain.” But now that Japan,
having neither conquered Russia nor gobbled up the United States, has
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thrown its might against China, he has become worried, passively
resisting while preserving his strength for a civil war on the one hand
and standing ready to collaborate with Japan on the other. As he
places great stock in military strength, he sticks to the idea of internal
unification by force of arms and stands for “rule by the military”.
During the eighteen years of his rule, from the Incident of March 20,
1926, to the present, hardly a single year has gone by when he was
not fighting a war of some sort, and not a single hour when he was not
planning civil war. First there was the Incident of March 20 before the
Northern Expedition, and after the expedition there was the split
between the rival governments in Nanjing and Wuhan and then co-
operation between the two.” During the civil war there were wars
both inside and outside the Kuomintang. During the War of Resistance,
there have been military operations against the Communist Party and
against other forces not his own.

Chiang Kai-sheck’s conception of political partics is to have all the
parties and groupings in the country dissolved into his Kuomintang
and Three People’s Principles Youth League.*” He openly states: “The
Kuomintang is the artery of our nation and the members of the Three
People’s Principles Youth League may be likened to new blood
corpuscles.” And again: “The Chinese nation is able to exist only so
long as the Kuomintang exists. Without the Kuomintang, there would
be no China today.... In a word, China’s destiny hinges entirely on
the Kuomintang.” Hence, he says, “all adults should join the Kuo-
mintang and all youths the Three People’s Principles Youth League.”
What a blatant exposure of the idea of one doctrine, one party, and one
leader! Yet he still has the effrontery to declare: “As for the different
ideologies and organizations in the country, not only do I have no in-
tention of obstructing them, but I even hope they will grow and
succeed, so long as they don’t set up separate regimes, oppose the
revolution, organize armed forces or undermine the resistance, and so
long as they really work in the interests of the state and nation and
revolutionary reconstruction.” I will not specak of the Chinese Com-
munist Party and the armed force and Border Region under its
leadership, for they are carrying on the resistance and are a revolu-
tionary organization, armed force and political regime. But why is it
that other political parties, which possess neither armed forces nor
political power, do not enjoy an iota of freedom and, far from “growing
and succeeding”, are subjected to oppression everywhere? Isn’t it true
that even some groupings inside the Kuomintang, in particular that of
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Madame Sun Yat-sen, which sincerely follows Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s Three
People’s Principles, enjoy no freedom either but are subjected to op-
pression? Both the Kuomintang and the Three People’s Principles
Youth League belong to Chiang and have long since ceased to be the
Kuomintang reorganized by Dr. Sun Yat-sen, or the Kuomintang under
which there was freedom of thought and various political groupings
coexisted.

Chiang Kai-shek’s view of the people is that they are just beasts
of burden. That is why he stresses Confucius’ remark, “The people
may be made to follow a course of action, but they should not be brought
to understand it.” He wants the people to obey his words and abide
by his law so that he can exploit and rule them at will. So for all his
talk of “democracy”, the Kuomintang’s power reigns supreme and
democracy has long since ceased to exist. The consultative councils at
the various levels, the new county system,”* etc. are all just showpieces
designed to deccive people. To go one step further, it is not even party
power that 1s supreme, but military power, the power of the secret
agents.

Finally, Chiang Kai-shek’s economic thought is also that of the
semi-feudal and semi-colonial landlord and comprador classes. On
the one hand, he prates about a planned economy aimed at industriali-
zation, while on the other, he is longing for the utopian “great
harmony” described in the Book of Rites.” Under the guise of the
Principle of Pcople’s Livelihood, in effect he preserves the most back-
ward and reactionary feudal and comprador economic thinking, that is,
the concept of an agricultural China and industrialized foreign countries.
Not only is this thinking incapable of solving the economic problems of
the people, it is bound to bankrupt China’s economy even further; the
people’s life will become still harder, and it will become still more dif-
ficult for the Chinese nation to extricate itself from its colonial and semi-
colonial economic status.

In Chiang Kai-shek’s ideology as outlined here, we can discern
only Chinese fascism, and no tracc of the revolutionary Three People’s
Principles set forth by Dr. Sun Yat-sen. The idealist views and
negative elements in Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s thought have been developed
by Chiang and have become his own ideology. But Dr. Sun’s thinking
also included some rational elements and quite a few revolutionary
views, especially in his later years when he drew close to the Commu-
nist Party, adopted a number of measures from the Russian revolution
and turned his Th ree People’s Principles into the revolutionary Three
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People’s Principles. Chiang Kai-shek’s doctrine is of quite another
order and is nothing but China’s brand of fascism.

IIT. THE HISTORICAL ROOTS OF CHINESE FASCISM

The fascism of Chiang Kai-shek and his ruling clique has its own
historical sources. Chiang always prides himself on being a disciple
and student of Dr. Sun Yat-sen, but he has long since departed from
the right course. He turned traitor once, and now he has again
betrayed Dr. Sun’s revolutionary Three People’s Principles.

Comrade Mao Zedong has pointed out that China’s fascism is a
comprador and feudal fascism. To be specific, it is a combination of
bureaucrat-capital (that is, the capital, land, and tools of production
are concentrated in the hands of a handful of bureaucrats and financial
magnates) and a secret police system. In Chiang Kai-shek we have
a mixture of warlord, stockbroker and underworld boss. His thinking
is an agglomeration of all forms of reaction — past and present,
domestic and foreign.

Let us take a look at Chiang Kai-shek and his ruling clique. Chiang
himself comes from a feudal family. When the Revolution of 1911'%
broke out, he started as a platoon leader under the warlord Zhang
Zongchang.” and on orders from Chen Qimei'” he arranged the
assassination of Tao Chengzhang,
leader in Zhejiang, and thus stole the fruits in the recovery of Zhejiang
by the revolutionary forces. Dr. Sun was successful because he had been
able to bring together his revolutionary party, the New Army and the

** a revolutionary political party

various secret societies. But by their gangster acts, Chen Qimei and
Chiang Kai-shek created a split in the revolutionary party at its very
inception. At the same time they laid the foundation for the gangster
politics which they have dealt in ever since the 1911 Revolution and
which grew out of the alliance of the big landlords and big bourgeoisie
with the underworld gangs of Shanghai, all under the protection of the
imperialists.

From 1917 to 1920, Chiang Kai-shek, Dai Jitao™ and Chen Guofu'”
joined forces in stock market speculation. Later this tradition was
carried on by H. H. Kung, T. V. Soong and others. Then this compra-
dor clique gradually became the nucleus of the group that has ruled
China for the last twenty years. [t is true that when he was in Guang-
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dong, Chiang Kai-shek opposed the Guangdong compradors who
served British interests. But right from the beginning, Dai Jitao and
Chen Guofu, who stayed behind in Shanghai, opposed Dr. Sun
Yat-sen’s Three Great Policies of alliance with Russia, the Communist
Party and the workers and peasants. And no sooner had Chiang arrived
at the lower reaches of the Changjiang River than he threw himself into
the embrace of the big bourgeoisic of Jiangsu and Zhejiang Provinces
and took the lead in calling for opposition to the Soviet Union, the
Communist Party and the workers and peasants. So Chiang has never
really recognized or carried out the Three Great Policies set forth by
Dr. Sun Yat-sen.

Although Chiang Kai-shek organized the Whampoa Military
Academy and directed the Northern Expedition, he retained his
warlord mentality and his love of speculation after he “joined” the
revolutionary ranks. Even in the course of his study tour in the Soviet
Union, what he really admired was not the Russian revolution but
Napoleon’s Russian expedition. In the carly days of the Whampoa
Military Academy, he opposed the Soviet advisor. When he got arms
from the Soviet Union, he began to shout that the Third International®
was the nerve-centre of world revolution and that China should follow
its instructions. But not long afterwards, on March 20, he gave orders
to surround and attack the residence of the Soviet advisor in Dongshan,
Guangzhou. To educate the cadets at the academy, he did not teach
them revolutionary strategy and tactics, but first of all Zeng Guofan’s
and Hu Linyi’s Quotations on Military Affairs™ and The Life of Napo-
leon. He led troops in the Eastern Campaign and was soon competing
with Xu Chongzhi for control of territory. His expulsion of Wang
Jingwei was a further instance of warlordism. He led the troops on the
Northern Expedition but expelled people outside his own circle in the
various armies and created his own private troops. Thus, even before
the split between Nanjing and Wuhan he was already thinking and
acting like a new warlord. Nonetheless, so long as he was in the
revolutionary ranks, he still had to wave the revolutionary banner in
order to exploit the strength of the people and expand his own forces
and influence. But as soon as he went over to counter-revolution, he
became a butcher of the people. And the clique he was leading followed
his every step.

The ten years of civil war showed us this warlord, stock broker and
underworld boss in action. Whether he was dealing with struggles and
wars inside the Kuomintang or with the “suppression of Communists”,
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he employed the same methods. What’s more, he learned new fascist
tricks from Germany, Italy and Japan. Over the past ten years he has
sent a number of Whampoa students to study there and has invited the
German general Von Seeckt, the Berlin police commissioner Blomberg
and other German secret agents to teach.

From the Xi’an Incident™ to the sixth year of the resistance he has
given a recally marvellous conjuring performance. While we must not
forget the revolutionary side of the dual character of the big landlords
and big bourgeoisie in a semi-colonial country as represented by Chiang
Kai-shek, still less should we forget their other side, the reactionary
side. And he is becoming more and more experienced in playing his
reactionary role. With the experience of a decade of civil war behind
him, he has been brazen enough to wage a partial civil war in the
present War of Resistance. At the same time, when he was sure which
way the wind was blowing, he could also deliberately make a show of
restraint. But we should not be taken in by him. There is nothing pro-
found about him once we strip off his disguise. The best way to counter
his action is to follow Comrade Mao Zedong’s revolutionary dual
policy;”” adhere to the principle of waging struggles on just grounds,
to our advantage and with restraint; and adopt the method of tit-for-
tat struggle.

IV. THE POLITICAL PROGRAMME AND
TACTICS OF CHINESE FASCISM

Although Chiang Kai-shek loudly propagated the Three People’s
Principles, he never sincercly carried out the Three Great Policies in
the period of the Great Revolution, and he ignored them completely in
the period of civil war. At the beginning of the War of Resistance,
when he advertised a programme of armed resistance and national
reconstruction, he was simply deceiving people.” He interpreted the
articles of the programme as opposing total resistance, opposing com-
munism and opposing democracy and implemented them in that way.
As a result, he produced not a programme for resistance and national
reconstruction in accordance with the Three People’s Principles, but a
programme of fascism.

We may sum up Chiang’s programme in the following twelve
points:
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1. Carry out passive resistance, while preparing for a compromise
with Japan;

2. Betray Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s Three People’s Principles, embrace
German-Italian-Japanese fascism, oppose Soviet socialism and reject
British and U.S. liberalism;

3. Work in collusion with the enemy and oppose the Communists
in order to sabotage the War of Resistance; make use of foreign aid to
fight a civil war;

4. Clamp down on the activities of the minor political parties, bully
and humiliate the minority nationalities, ignore the difficulties of Chi-
nese nationals abroad and turn a blind eye to the sufferings of victims
of natural disasters at home;

5. Rely on military power, get rid of people outside one’s own circle,
build up the secret police and usurp the power of the Kuomintang;

6. Trample on the rights of the people, deprive them of their
freedoms, make use of the hao-jia [mutual-surveillance] system'™ and
impose dictatorship;

7. Rely on bureaucrat-capital to monopolize the economy, en-
courage commercial speculation and disrupt industrial production;

8. Issue unlimited amounts of paper currency,” raise prices of
commodities, monopolize the people’s means of livelihood and exploit
labour power;

9. Concentrate the ownership of land at the expense of the peo-
ple’s food supply and press-gang able-bodied men for military service
at the expense of the labour force;

10. Allow corruption to go unchecked, increase taxes and levies,
wink at trade in contraband and carry out arbitrary searches;

11. Ban books and persccute scholars, corrupt young people,
threaten and cajole, and destroy moral integrity; and

12. Violate law and discipline, debase the national morality, wreck
the culture and ruin the nation.

Of course this programme of Chinese fascism is not openly pro-
claimed and will never even be publicly admitted. Yet it is being
carried out nonectheless, article by article, item by item and, if anything,
goes further than these 12 points. This duplicity reveals the weakness
of Chinese fascism as well as its shamelessness and cowardice. How
can Chiang Kai-shek’s Kuomintang lead the War of Resistance to
victory when carrying out a programme like this? Without a doubt, it
will lead China to splits, disintegration, chaos and collapse. It will
lead the War of Resistance to defeat.
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We Communists uphold resistance, unity, democracy and progress.
We will never allow the War of Resistance to fail. As Comrade Mao
Zedong has pointed out, we must strive for leadership. We must first
expand and strengthen our own forces before we can give strong
leadership to others, prevent the middle-of-the-roaders from wavering,
isolate the die-hards and firmly press ahead with our anti-Japanese
Ten-Point Programme'' and our administrative programme embody-
ing the “three thirds system”.”"

So far as the tactics of Chinese fascism are concerned, they are
applied flexibly, according to the general orientation of its programme
and the dual character of that section of the big landlords and big
bourgeoisie represented by Chiang Kai-shek’s Kuomintang.

Towards Japan the fascists pursue a policy of alternating fighting
with cajoling in the hope of entering into an advantageous compromise.

Towards Britain and the United States they alternately coax and
threaten them in the hope of getting their aid with which to pursue the
civil war.

Towards the Soviet Union, they blow hot and cold, hoping that the
U.S.S.R. will contain Japan, thus making it casier for them to resolve
domestic strife in their favour.

In dealing with local forces and the minor political parties, they
combine threats and inducements in an attempt to sow dissension,
isolate us and thus destroy their opponents one by one.

They treat national capitalists, enlightened landlords and senior
members of the Kuomintang now well and now badly in order to de-
termine whether or not these persons are loyal towards the ruling
group.

They publicly suppress — and privately seduce — progressive men
of letters, intellectuals and students, so as to alienate them from us and
make them oppose us.

They keep a close watch on the toiling masses of workers and
peasants and obstruct all their relations with us.

Finally, as for their attitude towards us, everything is aimed at
eliminating us, though their tactics may vary from soft to tough. But
the soft tactics are only a temporary expedient and never mean a change
for the better; at the very same time they are preparing the next tough
move. At times when toughness doesn’t work, they can temporarily
soften up a bit. Now take the different periods. In the civil war period,
Chiang Kai-shek took a hard line, imposing war on us, arresting our
people and killing without mercy. Around the time of the Incident of



174 ZHOU ENLAI

September 18, 1931, however, he supplemented this hard line with certain
soft tactics, such as the policies of inducing our people to recant and
planting agents inside our ranks. Since the start of the War of Resist-
ance, he has ostensibly turned to unity, but he engaged first in veiled
strife, then in open struggle. Chiang Kai-shek’s Kuomintang has
changed its tactics from restricting and corroding the Communist
Party to attempting to liquidate us. Its policy of using secret agents is
well adapted to the different tactics adopted in these three periods. If
we fail to recognize the consistency with which Chiang Kai-shek’s
Kuomintang has opposed the Communist Party, we will not be able to
maintain keen vigilance and carry on appropriate struggles against it.
At the same time, if we fail to recognize the changes in its anti-Com-
munist policy, we will not be able to analyse and understand it correctly
and deal with it according to differing circumstances.

V. THE ORGANIZATION AND ACTIVITIES OF
CHINESE FASCISM

Chinese fascism is organized. The fascist organization was nurtured
inside the Kuomintang and then usurped control of the party; it was
nurtured inside the Three People’s Principles Youth League and then
gained control of the League; it was nurtured inside the army and then
began to rule the army. It is an organization of sccret agents.

It consists of three branches:

The first branch — the CC Clique'™ — is inside the Kuomintang.
It existed in embryonic form in 1926 and after the defeat of the Great

461

Revolution™ in 1927 it was formally established with the Bureau of In-
vestigation and Statistics of the Kuomintang Central Headquarters as its
core and seat of power. There are bureaus and offices of investigation
and statistics from the central to the local levels. The power of the CC
Clique, that is, the power of the secret agents, envelops the whole party,
reaching into the country’s administrative and educational systems, into
some of the construction and communications institutions, certain
financial and tax offices and banks (e.g., the Bank of Communications
and certain privately owned banks) and into relief organizations,
overseas Chinese associations and women’s organizations. It has a grip
on the cultural and propaganda institutions, including the publishing
industr y, and the top priority of its propaganda policy is to combat the
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Communist Party. The budgetary party expenditure of the Kuomin-
tang for fiscal year 1943 is 284 million yuan, the bulk of which will be
spent on party activitics by the sccret agents. And this figure does not
include special expenses.

The second branch is inside the Three People’s Principles Youth
League. Its predecessor was the Fu Xing Society which has become the
organization of sccret agents inside the League. The Fu Xing Socicty
existed in embryonic form in the Society for the Study of Dr. Sun Yat-
and the Alumni Society of the Whampoa Military
Academy.” It was founded as the Li Xing Society after the Incident
of September 18, 1931 and later took the name Fu Xing. It was
incorporated into the Three People’s Principles Youth League at the
beginning of the War of Resistance. The special task force and the spe-
cial training course under the leadership of Kang Ze™"
and it became the core of the secret agent unit inside the league.

sen’s Doctrines'*

were added,

The third branch is inside the military system, in the Political
Training Section and the Bureau of Investigation and Statistics of the
Military Council. There are a number of military secret agents in the
Political Training Section under He Zhonghan, and even the officers
hate them. The Bureau of Investigation and Statistics of the Military
Council was founded by Dai Li in 1932, In the early period, it was a
secret agent group of the Fu Xing Society under him; now it has be-
come a full-fledged branch on its own. It is enormous, and it has many
employees and a very large budget. The bureau itself is divided into
departments, under which there are district offices, stations, groups and
squads. Its tentacles reach far and wide. Under its control it has the
intelligence officers at the various levels, who are directly under the
sccond office of the Military Command Department of the army; the
commissioners of investigation and statistics in the military organs; the
supervision and instruction group in the border region; the Peace Pres-
ervation Department, from its head and the chief of its third section
down to intelligence personnel at the grass-roots level; and the
civilian and military police throughout the country (except for
a few provinces). The entire tax collection system of the coun-
try is supervised by its anti-contraband units and inspection de-
partments. The communications institutions are controlled by its
supervisory departments and supervisory centres. The intelligence
agents among diplomatic personnel both at home and abroad, including
military attaches, are all under its administration and are sent out on
its recommendations. It has customs officials and secret agents
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throughout the national economic structure. Work in the enemy-
occupied and puppet arecas is under its control. It is also responsible
for planning military actions and intelligence work to disrupt our army
and the areas under our control. These last activities are carried out
in parallel to those of the CC Clique.

From all this it can be seen that China under the Kuomintang has
become a country ruled by secret agents. Morcover, the Kuomintang
secret agents have ties with the special agents of Japan and of the
puppet governments. Both in their organization and in their activities,
they are utterly reactionary, evil, and ruthless.

But, after all, the world is changing. World fascism is moving to
its doom and Chinese fascism is no exception. China’s resistance will
be victorious in the end; the Chinese people have their own path to
liberation. For all the efforts of Chiang Kai-shek’s Kuomintang to keep
China on the road to fascism, the Chinese people will get to know the
Chinese Communist Party and accept its leadership and education,
shake off the influence of Chinese fascism, avoid its traps and take the
road to a bright future.

China will never succumb to fascism!

China will become a New Democracy!



ON THE SIXTH CONGRESS OF THE PARTY
March 3 and 4, 1944

Comrades, we have all been studying the problem of the struggle
between two lines for half a year or so. When discussing the documents
“"we had many disputes, and
heated ones too, over how to evaluate the Sixth National Congress of
the Party.” It was a thought-provoking debate. Never has thinking in
our Party been so emancipated as it is now. This is the result of the
rectification movement led by Comrade Mao Zedong; it marks a great
advance in our thinking.

of the period of the Great Revolution,

I took part in the work of the Sixth Congress and was one of those
bearing major responsibility. Naturally, it might be expected that I
would have a somewhat clearer understanding of it than others. [ feel
that in studying the Sixth Congress we should both look at the historical
facts and adopt the method of thinking employed in the rectification
movement today. Otherwise, it will be impossible for us to draw
correct conclusions. Of the facts about the Sixth Congress, there are
some I no longer remember very clearly and others I have already for-
gotten. There are now nine other comrades in Yan’an who took part
in the congress and I have talked with some of them. But we haven’t
all sat down together to compare notes. My talk will consist of six parts.
First, I shall give the facts. If something was correct, I shall say it was
correct, and if it was not, I shall say that too. I'll leave the conclusions
to the end.

I. THE NATURE, TASKS AND PROSPECTS OF
THE CHINESE REVOLUTION

It may seem superfluous now to speak about the nature of the Chi-
nese revolution. Comrade Mao Zedong has already said in his articles

A report delivered at the Central Party School in Yan’an.

177



178 ZHOU ENLAI

“The Chinese Revolution and the Chinese Communist Party”, “On
New Democracy”, etc., that the Chinese revolution is an anti-imperial-
ist and anti-feudal bourgeois-democratic revolution carried out by the
masses of the people under the leadership of the proletariat. At the
time of the Sixth Congress, however, this was a serious problem. What
was meant by the nature of the revolution? What was it that determined
the nature of the revolution? These questions were still unanswered in
those days. It was only later that we came to understand that the na-
ture of a revolution is determined by its tasks and not by its motive
forces, which was something new to us at the time. Actually, the
Seventh Enlarged Plenum of the Executive Committee of the Com-
munist International® had already affirmed that the Chinese revolu-
tion was a bourgeois-democratic revolution, and the idea had already
been put forward as far back as the Second National Congress of the
Party.”” The Chinese revolution was a bourgeois-democratic revolution
and yet it was nccessary to opposc the bourgeoisie. This was hard to
understand at that time; although the 1905 Revolution in Russia™ was
a similar case, we had not studied it carefully. Besides, both the com-
rades who had returned from Sun Yat-sen University in Moscow™* and
those who had returned from Western Europe had neglected theory
and therefore were not clear about the nature of the revolution. This
may seem quite elementary now, but it was a serious problem in those
days. No sooner had we learned of the proceedings of the Ninth En-
larged Plenum of the Executive Committee of the Communist Inter-

1*** than we had to leave to attend the Sixth National Congress.

nationa
Comrade Stalin had a talk with us before the congress. He dealt
mainly with two questions, the nature of the Chinese revolution and the
ebb and flow of a revolution. Citing Russia’s February Revolution™*
as an example, he pointed out that the Chinese revolution was a bour-
geois-democratic revolution and not a socialist revolution or a “per-
manent revolution”. Only then did we come to understand this
question.

Before the Sixth Congress, however, the Chinese Party as a whole
failed to understand it. From its Second Congress to its Fifth Congress
inclusive, the Party had indeed recognized that the Chinese revolution
was a bourgeois-democratic revolution. However, according to the op-
portunist views of Chen Duxiu, a bourgeois revolution had to be led
by the bourgeoisie and not by the proletariat, which should only assist
the bourgeoisie; the proletariat should “carry the sedan-chair” for the
bourgeoisie, but not seek leadership in the bourgeois revolution. Chen
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Duxiu held that by helping the bourgeois revolution to succeed, the
proletariat would win freedom and the eight-hour day and could carry
out its own prolectarian revolution later. In essence, this view was
characteristic of old democracy. It was the view of bourgeois revolu-
tionaries in Western Europe in the 18th and 19th centuries. Because
it was adopted in studying the Chinese revolution, the problem of
leadership remained unsolved for a very long period. There was much
controversy at the time over the question of joining the Kuomintang.’
Some held that we should join, and this was correct. But it was
wrong to think that the sole purpose of joining was to help the Kuomin-

* was against joining the Kuomin-

tang. In the beginning Zhang Guotao'
tang, and later he held that at least the industrial workers should remain
outside. He didn’t understand that when the masses of workers and
peasants entered the Kuomintang, they could help reform it and win
leadership in it. At the Fourth National Congress of the Party, Peng
Shuzhi'” held that leadership automatically fell to the proletariat, that
it was an “automatic leadership”, so there was no point in the prole-
tariat’s striving for it. This shows that he didn’t see that the bourgeoisie
was fighting to seize leadership. So when Chiang Kai-shek launched an
anti-Communist attack on March 20, 1926, after the Second National
Congress of the Kuomintang, we were totally unprepared. By the
time we in China heard what had happened at the Seventh Enlarged
Plenum of the Executive Committee of the Communist International in
the winter of 1926, the bourgeoisie had already turned traitor. It wasn’t
until its Fifth National Congress that our Party recognized that leader-
ship had to be won by struggle and criticized the idea of “automatic
leadership”. But then the method used to win leadership was to put
up posters everywhere and shout slogans calling for the secizure of
leadership. This was mere empty talk, without real significance.

Then there was the question of a non-capitalist future for the
Chinese revolution. There was controversy in the Communist Interna-
tional on this question too. The Trotskyites held that in the Wuhan
period*” it was necessary to organize Soviets, turn the trade unions
into organs of political power and overthrow the Wuhan government.*
This meant that they wanted to transplant to China the Russian ex-
perience in carrying the February Revolution forward to the October
Revolution. But Comrade Stalin and the majority of the comrades in
the Communist International held that we should try to scize leadership
in the Wuhan government, rather than splitting with it immediately.
Notwithstanding the opposition of Comrade Stalin, the Trotskyites
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presented their views for discussion at the Eighth Plenum of the Execu-
tive Committee of the Communist International.”™ At that time, M. N.
Roy, an Indian, and Jacques Doriot, a Frenchman,”” who had both
worked in China, agreed with the Trotskyites. Although Chen Duxiu
didn’t openly concur in the views of the Trotskyites, he asserted that
the resolution of the Communist International was wrong. Neverthe-
less, he failed to organize the workers and peasants for a showdown
with the Wuhan government. Later, after betrayal by the Wuhan
government, the Trotskyites held that the Chinese revolution was a
socialist revolution, a view which influenced Chen Duxiu.'® The
Communist International sent B. Lominadze to China.”” Lominadze
held that there was a “permanent revolution” in China and that although
the current revolution was a democratic one, it would develop directly
into a socialist revolution. He said that there had been an alliance of
four classes during the Guangzhou period,”" of three classes during the
Wuhan period, and of only two classes, namely, the working class
and the peasantry, during the Nanchang Uprising.” There had been
no intermissions or stages, and if things continued to advance, there
would be a socialist revolution. This view was a kind of compromise
with the Trotskyite view; in essence, it was Trotskyite. The enlarged
session of the Provisional Political Bureau in November 1927 ac-
cepted this position and maintained that although a socialist revolution
had not yet come into existence, continued progress along the existing
course would lead to one. The views of B. Lominadze had thus in-
fluenced some of our Party members.

There were several reasons for the failure to understand that the
Chinese revolution was a democratic revolution. First, there was lack
of clarity about what was meant by the nature of a revolution and what
it was that determined it. Second, in the history of the Chinese Party
this question had never been clarified theoretically. Third, international-
ly there was the influence of the Trotskyites and of views conciliatory
with theirs. All these problems needed to be resolved at the Sixth
Congress and the congress did resolve them correctly. But why did
the resolutions deal with the matter so briefly? Because there had
already been propaganda in the Party to the effect that the Chinese revo-
lution at its present stage was bourgeois-democratic in character and
that it would be wrong to think of it as a socialist revolution or a
“permanent revolution™,

Turning to the tasks of the revolution, we must consider them in
relation to the nature and motive forces of the revolution. The tasks
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were to oppose imperialism and feudalism and to establish the demo-
cratic dictatorship of the workers and peasants. In the discussions of
this problem it was asserted that the democratic dictatorship did not
exclude, but definitely included, the petty bourgeoisie. In fulfilling the
twin tasks of opposing imperialism and feudalism through such a
dictatorship, the basic forces we had to rely on were the workers and
peasants. The regime would be anti-bourgeois, but it would not eliminate
capitalism. This definition of the nature and tasks of the revolution was
basically correct. But it was not so clear-cut as the formulation made
some time later by Comrade Mao Zedong when he said that the
Chinese revolution was a bourgeois-democratic revolution against im-
perialism and feudalism waged by the broad masses of the people
under the leadership of the proletariat. This stage of the bourgeois-
democratic revolution would be very long. According to his analysis,
the old-democratic revolution in China began with the Opium War™
and the new-democratic revolution began with the May 4th Movement.
The ten objectives of the Chinese revolution® as set forth by the
Sixth National Congress of the Party constituted the Party’s programme
for the stage of the democratic revolution. It was not yet possible to
produce a detailed Party programme consisting of two parts, a maximum
programme and a minimum programme. By coincidence, the Com-
munist International passed its own programme at the time, which was
adopted by our Party as its maximum programme. The ten major
objectives of the Sixth National Congress became the Party programme,
its strategic tasks, for the period of the democratic revolution.

As strategic tasks, there was nothing wrong with the ten major
objectives. As tactical tasks, however, some were not quite appropriate.
For example, the first one — to fight against imperialism — was correct.
The second — to confiscate enterprises and banks owned by foreign
capital — was also correct. Tactically, however, it might not be necessary
to use coercive methods of confiscation. The fourth objective was to
overthrow the Kuomintang warlord government. Of course, during
the present period of the War of Resistance Against Japan, this will
be passed over. But it goes without saying that in the course of the
new-democratic revolution, the Kuomintang government must be over-
thrown if our victory is to be complete. Victory in the new-democratic
revolution is a victory of the masses of the people, and the Kuomintang’s
one-party dictatorial regime cannot possibly continue to exist. The
fifth point concerned the Soviets. Whether or not the name was ap-
propriate, the Soviets were councils of representatives of workers and
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peasants and hence were different in principle from the parliaments of
the bourgeoisie. Lenin said that a Soviet regime might be feasible not
only in capitalist countries, but also in colonial countries.”™ Comrade
Mao Zedong took over this idea and developed the system of pecople’s
congresses in China. Under this system there is a single, unified polit-
ical power and not one where legislative and administrative powers are
separated.” The “three thirds system”" we practise today is a system
of pecople’s congresses at various levels, and it is genuine democracy.
As for the eight-hour day it is a strategic goal. In the Border Region
today, we still follow a ten-hour day, but that is a tactical necessity.
So far as the distribution of land to the soldiers is concerned, in the
past it was regarded as something very difficult to carry out, but today
it has been realized in Nanniwan. With regard to uniting with the
proletariat of the world and with the Soviet Union, it was of course a
shortcoming not to have mentioned the oppressed nations also. But
basically speaking, there were no big mistakes in the ten major objec-
tives. And at the forthcoming Seventh Congress, there will probably
not be any major changes. These objectives are not limited to the
period of the War of Resistance Against Japan, because the war is
only one stage in the democratic revolution.

Let us turn now to the question of a non-capitalist future. The
Sixth Party Congress made a decision in principle on the question of
the transition from a bourgeois-democratic revolution led by the pro-
letariat to a socialist revolution in the future. The transition would
depend on whether or not we had superiority in strength and on the
way things developed in the course of the revolution. We should
therefore guard against impetuosity. These views were entirely different
from those later expressed by Comrade Li Lisan.’ He held that as
soon as there were victories in one or more provinces, the revolution
could be turned into a socialist one. Comrade Mao Zedong dealt
with this question very clearly in his article “Introducing The Com-
munist”.

But the resolutions of the Sixth Party Congress on the nature,
tasks and prospects of the Chinese revolution also had a shortcoming.
That is, they did not reflect a clear understanding of conditions in
China. The Ninth Enlarged Plenum of the Executive Committee of
the Communist International had already pointed out the problem of
the uneven development of the Chinese revolution. The Sixth Congress
of the Party should have been able to study concrete ways of dealing
with this strategic problem, but it didn’t do enough. What were the
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conditions in China? The country was semi-feudal and semi-colonial,
and agriculture played the predominant role in its economy; it had a
vast territory, abundant resources and a large population; the classes
at either end of the social spectrum were small, while the intermediate
classes were large.* Politically, it was characterized by national
disunity and fighting among warlords, and historically, there had been
incessant peasant wars such as the uprising of the Taiping Heavenly
Kingdom." If the congress had made an analysis of these facts, it
would have been able to draw the conclusion that the Chinese revolu-
tion was essentially an armed revolution against armed counter-revolu-
tion. Lenin, Stalin and Mao Zedong have all been of the view that
the colonial question resolves itself into the question of peasant wars.
Given China’s uneven political and economic development, it is possible
for peasant revolutionary wars to go on for a long time. In those days,
we didn’t understand this. We didn’t relate the unevenness in political
and cconomic development to the question of pcasant wars, and we
failed to appreciate fully the protracted nature of the Chinese revolution.

II. THE MOTIVE FORCES AND CLASS RELATIONS
IN THE CHINESE REVOLUTION

At the time of the Sixth Congress there was a new alignment of
classes. The imperialists and the warlords were counter-revolutionary
and the bourgeoisie had split off and gone over to the side of counter-
revolution. During the Great Revolution, the national bourgeoisie had
and had been partly revolution-
ary in character. After the defeat of the revolution, Chiang Kai-shek
collaborated with the imperialists and the comprador bourgeoisie,*

been against the northern warlords™

worked hand in glove with the four big southern banks of the Jiangsu
*and slaughtered revolutionary workers and
peasants in Shanghai and Guangzhou.’* In view of the situation, the

and Zhejiang tycoons™

Ninth Enlarged Plenum of the Executive Committee of the Communist
International pointed out that there were three counter-revolutionary
forces at the time, namely, imperialism, the feudal forces and the bour-
geoisie. There was also division in the ranks of the revolution. The
urban petty bourgeoisie vacillated. Some of them went over to the side
of the Reorganization Clique™ and the “third party”.”” By the same
token, within the Party, some members deserted, some hesitated, others
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were driven to desperate acts. So the main forces the revolution had
to rely on were the workers and peasants. Of course, the petty bour-
geoisie was not excluded. The Ninth Enlarged Plenum of the Executive
Committee of the Communist International said that there was a radical
polarization in Chinese society and that the middle strata were vacillat-
ing. In his report to the Central Committee sent from the Jinggang
Mountains,”® Comrade Mao Zedong also pointed out that the main
forces to be relied on were the workers and pecasants. The ad-
vanced workers were then the main force behind the revolution in
the cities. The ordinary workers, who formed the majority, were
somewhat afraid. In the rural areas too, there were peasants who
were afraid. And so was the urban petty bourgeoisie (the small pro-
prietors, small businessmen, students, etc.). While the Sixth Party
Congress did not advocate the abolition of capitalism, it regarded the
bourgecoisic as counter-revolutionary. It was correct to rely mainly on
the workers and pecasants. We could not look upon the urban petty
bourgeoisie as the main force of the revolution, or we would have
created ideological confusion. But the Sixth Congress didn’t have a
clear understanding of the urban petty bourgeoisie. Although acknowl-
edging its revolutionary role, the Sixth Congress regarded only the
workers and peasants as motive forces of the revolution and excluded
the petty bourgeoisie. It wrongly took the fact that certain upper petty-
bourgeois elements joined the hostile bourgeois forces as evidence that
the entire petty bourgeoisie had betrayed the revolution. Thus it made
a tactical mistake.

The Sixth Congress did not make an analysis of the forces on the
side of the counter-revolution. In particular, its assessment of the na-
tional bourgeoisic was different from that of the Ninth Enlarged Plenum
of the Executive Committee of the Communist International. The Ninth
Enlarged Plenum had held that there were contradictions among the
counter-revolutionaries which could be exploited. The Sixth Congress
reversed this view and held that although there were contradictions
among them, since they were all anti-Communist, it was impossible
to exploit these contradictions. This view was wrong. Comrade Mao
Zedong says that to regard the enemy as a monolithic bloc is an approach
characteristic of “closed-doorism”. In fact, the Nanjing government
was a government of the big landlords and the big bourgeoisie. There
were opposition forces — a “third camp” — which were dissatisfied
with the big landlords and the big bourgeoisie. This third camp was
not a middle force vacillating between the bourgeoisie and the prole-
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tariat (which would have been impossible under the conditions then
prevailing), but an opposition force within the camp of the ruling
classes, a force opposing the government, In the beginning, there was
the Reorganization Clique of the Kuomintang, but later that clique
entered the Government; then there were such representative figures
as Shi Liangcai and Yang Xingfo.” Originally, Chiang Kai-shek
and Wang Jingwei planned to go to Nanjing together in March or
April of 1928, but the Guangxi warlord clique was against Wang
Jingwei. Wang was forced to stay in Shanghai, where he opposed the
Guangxi warlord clique and Hu Hanmin. At that time, the contradic-
tions between Chiang Kai-shek and Wang Jingwei were not evident,
but they did exist. Comrade Mao Zedong’s analysis was correct.

The Sixth Congress’ analysis of class relations in the rural areas
was basically sound. But it was not so clear as that of Comrade Mao
Zedong. The resolutions of the Sixth Congress stated that while calling
for the confiscation of all land held by the landlords, we should not
deliberately intensify the struggle against the rich peasants, but that
when farm labourers struggled against rich peasants, we should stand
on the side of the labourers (this was different from the intensified
struggle against the rich peasants which appeared later). The resolu-
tions, however, went no further in their analysis of the small landlords
and rich peasants.

During the Great Revolution, there were four revolutionary classes:
the proletariat, the peasantry, the petty bourgeoisie and the national
bourgeoisie. In the stage of the new-democratic revolution, there are
differences among these four classes. The proletariat is the leading
class, the workers and peasants are the basic revolutionary forces, the
petty bourgeoisie wavers and the bourgeoisie has a dual character,
sometimes taking part in the revolution and sometimes opposing it.
During the Great Revolution, some bourgeois figures with comprador
leanings, namely, the right wing of the Kuomintang in the early period
of Kuomintang-Communist co-operation, joined in with the hope of
gain. They must not be regarded as motive forces of the revolution.
The Chinese national bourgeoisie was revolutionary during the struggle
against the northern warlords. But it was weak and had ties with
imperialism and the feudal forces.

The Wuhan government was not a government of the workers,
peasants and petty bourgeoisie. Representatives of the landlords and
the bourgeoisie, such as Tan Yankai,™ Sun Fo™ and Tang Shengzhi,™
were seated in the government. And Wang Jingwei also represented
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the bourgeoisie. At that time, we should have directed our efforts
towards turning the Wuhan government into an alliance of the workers,
peasants and petty bourgeoisie; those efforts might have succeeded.
The Communist International® regarded the Kuomintang as a class
alliance with a left wing, a centre, and a right wing. The right wing
was the big bourgeoisie, the centre was the national bourgeoisie, and
on the left were the workers, pecasants and petty bourgeoisie, including
our Party. But the opportunists in our Party excluded us from the
left, calling us the Communist wing. They did not seek to reform the
Kuomintang from within and to win leadership in it in accordance
with the instructions of the Communist International.

Let me take a few typical figures for our consideration.

(1) Hu Hanmin.” He was an out-and-out rightist. His thinking
was that of the comprador class. While in Guangdong, he strongly
opposed the workers and peasants, he was against the peasants’ organiz-
ing armed forces and stood on the side of the machinists’ union
Among the high-ranking officers under
him were Wu Tiecheng,”™ Ma Chaojun’ and Gu Yingfen.'” It was
who had had Liao Zhongkai assassinated,’

251

against the masses of workers.
his cousin, Hu Yisheng,™
and he knew it.

(2) Chiang Kai-shek. During the Great Revolution his thinking
was mainly comprador-bourgeois. Yet we do not deny that he did
have some national-bourgeois ideas. At the time of the First National
Congress of the Kuomintang in 1924, his national-bourgeois tendencics
were stronger and he belonged to the centre. But even then he had
connections with the landlords and the comprador bourgeoisie. During
the period from the Second National Congress of the Kuomintang to
the April 12th Incident, when the masses were rising in action, Chiang
Kai-shek opposed the Communists. By the time of the Incident of
March 20, 1926, he had already shifted his position over to the side
of the big landlords and the big bourgeoisie and had become a new
rightist, and his inspiration was Dai Jitao.”” After the April 12th In-
cident,” he became a counter-revolutionary, representing the big land-
lords and the big bourgeoisie, though he still made a show of national-
bourgeois reformism in order to deceive people.

(3) Wang Jingwei. During the Great Revolution, his thinking was
mainly bourgecois, and although sometimes appearing to be very left,
he did not agree to confiscating the land of the landlords and was
wary of the workers and peasants. In 