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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

Mao Zedong and the Chinese Revolution,
1912-1949

Mao Zedong stands out as one of the dominant figures of the twentieth century.
Guerrilla leader, strategist, conqueror, ruler, poet, and philosopher, he placed his
imprint on China, and on the world. This edition of Mao’s writings provides
abundant documentation in his own words regarding both his life and his
thought. Because of the central role of Mao’s ideas and actions in the turbulent
course of the Chinese revolution, it thus offers a rich body of historical data
about China in the first half of the twentieth century.

The process of change and upheaval in China which Mao sought to master
had been going on for roughly a century by the time he was born in 1893. Its
origins lay in the incapacity of the old order to cope with the population explo-
sion at the end of the eighteenth century, and with other economic and social
problems, as well as in the shock administered by the Opium War of 1840 and
further European aggression and expansion thereafter.

Mao’s native Hunan Province was crucially involved both in the struggles of
the Qing dynasty to maintain its authority, and in the radical ferment which led
to successive challenges to the imperial system. Thus on the one hand, the Hunan
Army of the great conservative viceroy Zeng Guofan was the main instrument
for putting down the Taiping Rebellion and saving the dynasty in the middle of
the nineteenth century. But on the other hand, the most radical of the late nine-
teenth-century reformers, and the only one to lay down his life in 1898, Tan
Sitong, was also a Hunanese, as was Huang Xing, whose contribution to the
Revolution of 1911 was arguably as great as that of Sun Yatsen.! In his youth,
Mao profoundly admired all three of these men, though they stood for very
different things: Zeng for the empire and the Confucian values which sustained
it, Tan for defying tradition and seeking Inspiration in the West, Huang for
Western-style constitutional democracy.

I. Abundant references to all three of these figures are to be found in Mao’s writings,
eSpecially those of the early period contained in Volume I of this series. See, regarding
Zeng, pp. 10, 72, and 131. On Tan, see “Zhang Kundi’s Record of Two Talks with Mao
Zedong,” September 1917, p. 139. On Huang, see “Letter to Miyazaki Toten,” March
1917, pp. 111-12.
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Apart from Mao’s strong Hunanese patriotism, which inclined him to admire
eminent figures from his own province, he undoubtedly saw these three as force-

ful and effective leaders who, each in his own way, fought to assure the future of

China. Any sense that they were contradictory symbols would have been dimin-
ished by the fact that from an early age Mao never advocated exclusive reliance
on either Chinese or Western values, but repeatedly sought a synthesis of the
two. In August 1917, Mao Zedong expressed the view that despite the “anti-
quated” and otherwise undesirable traits of the Chinese mentality, “Western
thought is not necessarily all correct either; very many parts of it should be
transformed at the same time as Oriental thought.”? In a sense, this sentence
sums up the problem he sought to resolve throughout his whole career: How
could China develop an advanced civilization, and become rich and powerful,
while remaining Chinese?

As shown by the texts contained in Volume I, Mao’s early exposure to “West-
ernizing” influences was not limited to Marxism. Other currents of European
thought played a significant role in his development. Whether he was dealing
with liberalism or Leninism, however, Mao tenaciously sought to adapt and
transform these ideologies, even as he espoused them and learned from them.

Mao Zedong played an active and significant role in the movement for politi-
cal and intellectual renewal which developed in the aftermath of the patriotic
student demonstrations of May 4, 1919, against the transfer of German conces-
sions 1n China to Japan. This “new thought tide,” which had begun to manifest
itself at least as early as 1915, dominated the scene from 1919 onward, and
prepared the ground for the trtumph of radicalism and the foundation of the
Chinese Communist Party in 1921. But though Mao enthusiastically supported
the call of Chen Duxiu, who later became the Party’s first leader, for the Western
values incarnated by “Mr. Science” and “Mr. Democracy,” he never wholly
endorsed the total negation of Chinese culture advocated by many people during
the May Fourth period. His condemnations of the old thought as backward and
slavish are nearly always balanced by a call to learn from both Eastern and
Western thought and to develop something new out of these twin sources.

In 1919 and 1920, Mao leaned toward anarchism rather than socialism. Only
1In January 1921 did he at last draw the explicit conclusion that anarchism would
not work, and that Russia’s proletarian dictatorship represented the model which
must be followed.’? Half the remaining fifty-five years of his life were devoted to
creating such a dictatorship, and the other half to deciding what to do with it, and
how to overcome the defects which he perceived in it. From beginning to end of
this process, Mao drew upon Chinese experience and Chinese civilization in
revising and reforming this Western import.

To the extent that, from the 1920s onward, Mao was a committed Leninist, his

2. Letter of August 1917 to Li Jinxi, Volume 1, p. 132.
3. See below, in this volume, his letter of January 21, 1921, to Cai Hesen.
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understanding of the doctrine shaped his vision of the world. But to the extent
that, although he was a communist revolutionary, he always “planted his back-
side on the body of China,”* ideology alone did not exhaustively determine his
outlook. One of Mao Zedong’s most remarkable attributes was the extent to
which he linked theory and practice. He was in some respects not a very good
Marxist, but few men have ever applied so well Marx’s dictum that the vocation
of the philosopher is not merely to understand the world, but to change it.

It is reliably reported that Mao’s close collaborators tried in vain, during the
Van’an period, to interest him in writings by Marx such as The 18 Brumaire of
Louis Bonaparte. To such detailed historical analyses based on economic and
social facts, he preferred The Communist Manifesto, of which he saw the mes-
sage as “Jieji douzheng, jieji douzheng, jieji douzheng!” (Class struggle, class
struggle, class struggle!) In other words, for Mao the essence of Marxism resided
in the fundamental 1dea of the struggle between oppressor and oppressed as the
motive force of history.

Such a perspective offered many advantages. It opened the door to the im-
mediate pursuit of revolutionary goals, since even though China did not have a
very large urban proletariat, there was no lack of oppressed people to be found
there. It thus eliminated the need for the Chinese to feel inferior, or to await
salvation from without, just because their country was still stuck in some pre-
capitalist stage of development (whether “Asiatic” or “feudal”). And, by placing
the polanty “oppressor/oppressed” at the heart of the revolutionary ideology
itself, this approach pointed toward a conception 1n which landlord oppression,
and the oppression of China by the imperialists, were perceived as the two key
targets of the struggle.

Mao displayed, 1n any case, a remarkably acute perception of the realities of
Chinese society, and consistently adapted his ideas to those realities, at least
during the struggle for power. In the early years after its foundation in 1921, the
Chinese Communist Party sought support primarily from the working class in the
cities and adopted a strategy based on a “united front” or alliance with Sun
Yatsen’s Guomindang. Mao threw himself into this enterprise with enthusiasm,
serving first as a labor union organizer in Hunan in 1922-1923, and then as a
high official within the Guomindang organization in 1923-1924. Soon, however,
he moved away from this perspective, and even before urban-based revolution
was put down in blood by Chiang Kaishek in 1927, he asserted that the real
center of gravity of Chinese society was to be found in the countryside. From
this fact, he drew the conclusion that the decisive blows against the existing
reactionary order must be struck in the countryside by the peasants.

By August 1927, Mao had concluded that mobilizing the peasant masses was

4. Mao Zedong, “Ruhe yanjiu Zhonggong dangshi” (How to study the history of the
Chinese Communist Party), lecture of March 1942, published in Dangshi yanjiu (Research
on Party History), No. 1, 1980, pp. 2-7. /
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not enough. A red army was also necessary to serve as the spearhead of revoluy-
tion, and so he put forward the slogan: “Political power comes out of the barrel
of a gun.” In the mountain fastness of the Jinggangshan base area in Jiangxi
Province, to which he retreated at the end of 1927 with the remnants of his
forces, he began to elaborate a comprehensive strategy for rural revolution,
combining land reform with the tactics of guerrilla warfare. In this he was aided
by Zhu De, a professional soldier who had joined the Chinese Communist Party,
and soon became known as the “commander-in-chief” These tactics rapidly
achieved a considerable measure of success. The “Chinese Soviet Republic,”
established in 1931 in a larger and more populous area of Jiangxi, survived for
several years, though when Chiang Kaishek finally devised the right strategy and
mobilized his crack troops against it, the Communists were defeated and forced
to embark in 1934 on the Long March.

By this time, Mao Zedong had been reduced virtually to the position of a
figurehead by the Moscow-trained members of the so-called “Internationalist”
faction, who dominated the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party. At a
conference held at Zunyi in January 1935, in the course of the Long March, Mao
began his comeback. Soon he was once again in effective charge of military
operations, though he became chairman of the Party only in 1943.

Mao’s vision of the Chinese people as a whole as the victim of oppression
now came decisively into play. Japanese aggression led in 1936 to the Xi’an
Incident, in which Chiang Kaishek was kidnapped in order to force him to
oppose the invader. This event was the catalyst which produced a second “united
front” between the Communists and the Guomindang. Without it, Mao Zedong
and the forces he led might well have remained a side current in the remote and
backward region of Shaanxi, or even been exterminated altogether. As it was, the
collaboration of 1937-1945. however perfunctory and opportunistic on both
sides, gave Mao the occasion to establish himself as a patriotic national leader
Above all, the resulting context of guerrilla warfare behind the Japanese lines
allowed the Communists to build a foundation of political and military power
throughout wide areas of Northern and Central China. '

During the years in Yan’an, from 1937 to 1946, Mao Zedong also finally
consolidated his own dominant position in the Chinese Communist Party, and in
particular his role as the ideological mentor of the Party. Beginning in November
1936, he seized the opportunity to read a number of writings by Chinese Marx-

had found expression in the sociological surveys in the countryside which he

himself carried out beginning as early as 1926. |
In 1938, Mao called for the “Sinification of Marxism,” that is, the modifica-
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tion not only of 1ts language but of its substance in order to adapt it to Chinese
culture and Chinese realities. By 1941, he had begun to suggest that he himself
had carried out this enterprise, and to attack those in the Party who preferred to
translate ready-made formulas from the Soviet Union. The “Rectification Cam-
paign” of 1942-43 was designed in large measure to change the thinking of such
“Internationalists,” or to eliminate them from positions of influence.

When Mao was elected chairman of the Politburo ‘and of the Secretariat in
March 1943, the terms of his appointment to this second post contained a curious
provision: Mao alone, as chainnan,, could out-vote the other two members of the
Secretariat i case of disagreement. This was the first step toward setting Mao

work, and Mao was hailed as the greatest theoretical genius in China’s history
for his achievement in creating such a remarkable doctrine.

In 1939-1940, Mao had put forward the slogan of “New Democracy” and

defined it as a régime in which proletariat (read Communist Party) and bourgeoi-
sie (read Guomindang) would jointly exercise dictatorship over reactionary and
pro-Japanese elements in Chinese society. Moreover, as late as 1945, when the

Communists were still in a weaker position than the Guomindang, Mao indicated

In a position to do things entirely in its own way, Mao would state forthrightly,
in “On People’s Democratic Dictatorship,” that such a dictatorship could in fact
Just as well be called a “People’s Democratic Autocracy.” In other words, it was
to be democratic only in the sense that it served the people’s interests; in form, it
was to exercise its authority through a “powerful state apparatus.”

In 1946, when the failure of Geners] George Marshall’s attempts at mediation

reform, which had beep suspended during the alliance with the Guomindang,
and‘ thereby recreated a climate of agrarian revolution. Thus national and
Social revolution were interwoven in the strategy which ultimately brought
fina] victory in 1949

~In March 1949, Mao declared that though the Chinese revolution had pre-
viously taken the path of surrounding the cities from the countryside, henceforth
the building of socialism would take place in the orthodox way, with leadership
and enlightenment radiating outward from the cities to the countryside, Looking
at the twenty-seven years under Mao’s leadership after 1949, however, the two
mQSt striking developments—the chiliastic hopes of instant plenty which charac-
terized the QGreat Leap Forward of the late 1950s, and the anxiety about the
Corrupting effects of material progress, coupled with a nostalgia for “military

“Ommunism,” which underlay the Cultural Revolution—both bore the mark of
fural utopianism. Thus Mao’s road to power, though it led to tota] victory over
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the Nationalists, also cultivated in Mao himself, and in the Party, attitudes which
would subsequently engender great problems.

Revolution in its Leninist guise has loomed large in the world for most of the .

twentieth century, and the Chinese revolution has been, with the Russian revoly-
tion, one of its two most Important manifestations. The Bolshevik revolution set

revolutionary process in China was in some respects even more remarkable.
Although communism now appears bankrupt throughout much of the world, the
impact of Mao is still a living reality in China two decades after his death.
Particularly since the Tiananmen events of June 1989, the continuing relevance
of Mao’s political and ideological heritage has been stressed ever more heavily
by the Chinese leadership. Interest in Mao Zedong has been rekindled in some
sectors of the population, and elements of a new Mao cult have even emerged.
Though the ultimate impact of these recent trends remains uncertain, the
problem of how to come to terms with the modern world, while retaining
China’s own identity, still répresents perhaps the greatest challenge facing the
Chinese. Mao did not solve it, but he boldly grappled with the political and
intellectual challenge of the West as no Chinese ruler before him had done. If
Lenin has suffered the ultimate insult of being replaced by Peter the Great as the
symbol of Russian national identity, it could be argued that Mao cannot, like
Lenin, be supplanted by a figure analogous to Peter because he himself played

INTRODUCTION

The Writings of Mao Zedong, 1920-1927

The texts from 1912 to November 1920 contained in Volume [ of this edition
shed light primarily on the life and intellectual development of the young Mao.
Though several of the more important documents in that volume emanate from
organizations, such as the New People’s Study Society or the Cultural Book
Society, Mao’s imprint on these bodies was so profound that the views expressed
in them can be taken as corresponding in large part to his own thinking. The
present volume, covering the period December 1920-June 1927, introduces 2
new theme: Mao’s activity as a member of two parties, the Chinese Communist
Party and the Guomindang, neither of which he controlied, though he played an
important role in both. Many of his reports and speeches at this time were
therefore produced within an institutional framework that led him, or required
him, to adapt his own standpoint to the position of the party or parties concerned.
Thus, to the biographical framework of the first volume is added a further dj-
mension: that of “party history.” The constraints of party orthodoxy were not,
however, so rigid during this early period as they subsequently became, and
Mao’s status was sufficiently high to allow him substantial freedom of expres-
sion. In addition, the materials translated here include some texts of a more
personal character. Consequently, despite the changing historical context, there
remains a large element of continuity between this volume and its predecessor.

Before the First Congress of the Chinese Communist Party

Volume I of this edition is subtitled “The Pre-Marxist Period” becayse as of
November 1920 Mao had not yet, despite his Increasingly radical political

l. See below, “Letter to Xiao Xudong, Cai Linbin, and the Other Members in France,”
December 1, 1920 |
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went a step farther, accepting Marx’s materialist conception of history as “the
philosophical basis of our Party,” and explicitly repudiating the anarchist ideas
for which he had previously shown so much sympathy.2

Although the Chinese Communist Party held its First Congress only in July
1921, Mao could refer in this letter to “our Party” as an existing entity because
“Communist Small Groups” constituting nuclei of the Party had been formed in
August 1920 mn Shanghai and in October 1920 in Beijing, and similar groups
would shortly emerge elsewhere. Unfortunately, no writings by Mao himself are
available regarding his role in the process of founding the Party, either in Hunan
or at the national level. In a sense, this is not surprising, since even the Chinese
texts of the key documents from the First Congress have been lost, so that the
Chinese Communist Party has been obliged to retranslate them from English and
Russian versions. It does, however, seem slightly odd that not a single inner-
Party communication signed by Mao should exist for the period of nearly two
years from the late summer of 1920 to the early summer of 1922, though various
sources indicate that he was active at that time in establishing both the Commu-
nist Party and the Socialist Youth League in Changsha.?

The reason may lie in the tentative and informal character of such organiza-
tions in their early stages. Thus Mao’s achievements in establishing the Youth
League in early 1921 apparently consisted primarily in fostering a nucleus of
like-minded comrades within the New People’s Study Society. These efforts are
llustrated by the materials translated in the early part of this volume, document-
Ing Mao’s involvement with the New People’s Study Society? and the Cultural
Book Society.” The political context in which these activities took place was,
however, significantly modified as a result of the changes in the governorship of
Hunan in the latter part of 1920.

In June 1920, the brutal and repressive governor, Zhang Jingyao, had fled the
province after a campaign in which Mao had played a leading part.® Though the
mobilization of public opinion had been a significant factor, Zhang had been put
to tlight in the first instance by military defeat at the hands of former governor

2. See Mao’s “Letter to Cai Hesen,” January 21, 1921, translated below. Regarding his
preference for Kropotkin over Marx in 1919, see Volume I, p. 380.

3. See, in English, Li Jui [Li Rui], The Early Revolutionary Activities of Comrade Mao
Ise-tung (hereafter Li Jui, Early Mao) (White Plains: M. E. Sharpe, 1977), pp. 162—
67. This version has been translated from the first Chinese edition, published in
1957. The third edition of this book draws on a wide range of recently published sources,
and presents a more balanced picture. See Li Rui, Zaonian Mao Zedong (The Young Mao
Zedong) (Shenyang: Liaoning renmin chubanshe, 1991); the corresponding passage ap-
pears on pp. 366-81.

4. See below, in addition to Mao’s letter of December 1, 1920, mentioned previously,
the two reports on the affairs of the New People’s Study Society.

5. See below, “Business Report of the Cultural Book Society” No. 2, May 1921.

6. See Volume I, pp. 457-523 passim, for an abundant documentation in Mao’s own
words regarding this “movement to expel Zhang.”
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Tan Yankal and his trusted subordinate Zhao Hengti. At the time, Mao declared
that Tan and Zhao had “become heroes among their [Hunanese] compatriots.””

Tan Yankai, having resumed the governorship, convened in September a “Hunan
self-government conference™; Mao regarded this as a “manifestly revolutionary

act,” and added that, as a result, Tan’s government was “indeed a revolutionary
gowmment.”8 Mao reiterated this view in a letter of November 25, 1920.° but at
that very moment the rivairy between Tan and Zhao culminated in Tan’s forced
departure and his replacement by Zhao Hengti.

Tan Yankai was a holder of the jinshi degree and a former Hanlin compiler
who had written the signboard for Mao’s Cultural Book Society in his own
calligraphy. Zhao Hengti was in no sense a savage like Zhang Jingyao, but he
was a military man in education and experience (even though he had been
regarded as relatively leftist at the time of the 1911 Revolution). Henceforth,
therefore, Mao was confronted by a sterner and less urbane figure in the
governor’s residence.

On October 10, 1921, Mao participated in the setting up of the Hunan branch
office of the Chinese Communist Party in Changsha. (He had attended the First
Congress as a delegate of the “Hunan organization™ of the Party, but this, as
already noted, may have been somewhat tenuous.)!® As for the Socialist Youth
League, on June 17, 1922, Mao chaired a meeting of the Executive Committee of the
Changsha branch, which adopted a set of regulations, drafted by Mao, for reorganiz-
ing the branch. Three days later he wrote a letter requesting that he be allowed to
serve as secretary, even though he was over the age limit of twenty-eight.!!

Another of Mao’s activities in 1921 that demonstrated significant continuity
with the May Fourth period was the establishment of the Hunan Self-Study
University.'? Even though the name had originally been suggested to Mao by Hu
Shi,'? this institution undoubtedly served as a cadre school for the Chinese
Communist Party. At the same time, the documents concerning it develop
themes prominent in Mao’s earlier writings: the importance of making culture
more widely available to all classes of society, the need to take account of the

7. See the letter dated June 23, 1920, in Volume I, p. 530.
567~86.8 See the proposal of October 5-6, 1920, by Mao and others, in Volume I, pp.
9. See his letter to Xiang Jingyu, Volume I, pp. 595-96.

10. See, in particular, Pang Xianzhi (ed.), Mao Zedong nianpu. 1893—1949 (Chrono-
logical Biography of Mao Zedong, 1893-1949) (hereafter Nianpu) (Beijing: Zhongyang
wenxian chubanshe, 1993), Vol. I, pp. 85, 89.

1. See below, “To Shi Fuliang and the Central Committee of the Socialist Y outh
League.” June 20, 1922, These events are also summarized in Nianpu, Vol. 1, pp. 95-96.
) I2. See below, “Statement on the Founding of the Hunan Self-Study University” and
“Outline of the Organization of the Hunan Self-Study University,” August 1921: and

Admissions Notice of the Hunan Self-Study University,” December 1921,

I3. See Mao’s letter of March 14, 1920, to Zhou Shizhao, Volume I, p. 506, where it is

Stated: “Mr. Hu Shizhi coined this term.”
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students’ individual natures, and the value of self-reliance and of developing a
“strong personality.”

Mao Zedong as a Labor Organizer, 1922-1923'4

As late as December 1921, Mao stated that education was his chosen lifelong
vocation.!> Meanwhile, however, he had also become involved in the labor
movement. In earlier years he had come into contact with the workers through
the night school he organized for them in 1917.'° In August 1921, he was named
head of the Hunan office of the Secretariat of Chinese Labor Organizations, set
up by the Chinese Communist Party at its First Congress.!” Despite the objec-
tions of Sneevliet, the representative of the International, the First Congress had
adopted a sectarian and closed-door policy, ruling out cooperation with other
parties and organizations and making even membership in the Party itself secret.
The Labor Secretariat was thus particularly important as a channel through
which Communists could enter into contact with the working class.

Once again, as in the case of the Party, there are no writings by Mao himself
relating explicitly to the activities of the secretariat until the summer of 1922. In
November 1921, at the request of the anarchist labor leaders Huang A1 and Pang
Renquan, Mao contributed an article to the organ of the Labor Association they
had organized a year earlier expressing his sympathy for it.!® Mao had sought to
maintain good relations with these two men and to work with them despite
1deological differences. Writing 1n their paper, he stressed that the purpose of a
labor organization was “not merely to rally the laborers to get better pay and
shorter working hours by means of strikes,” but that it “should also nurture

14. On this phase of Mao’s career, see Lynda Shaffer, Mao and the Workers. The
Hunan Labor Movement, 19201923 (hereafter Shaffer, Mao and the Workers) (Armonk,
N.Y.: M. E. Sharpe, 1982); L1 Jui, Early Mao, passim; and Angus W, McDonald, Jr., The
Urban Origins of Rural Revolution. Elites and the Masses in Hunan Province, China,
1911-1927 (hereafter McDonald, Urban Origins) (Berkeley: University of California
Press, 1978), pp. 142-217.

15. See below, “Answers to the Questionnaire Regarding Lifetime Aspirations for
Members of the Young China Association,” December 1921. (Mao had belonged to this
organization since December 1919.)

16. See the materials in Volume 1, pp. 143-56.

7. For a recent and well-documented account of the First Congress, see the introduc-
tion to Tony Saich (ed.), The Origins of the First United Front in China. The Role of
Sneevliet (Alias Maring) (hereafter Saich, Origins) (Leiden: E. J. Bnll, 1991, 2 vols.),
pp. 52-69. The 1924 M.A. essay of. Chen Gongbo, a founding member of the Party,
remains an important source for the materials adopted at the Congress. See Ch’en Kung-
po, The Communist Movement in China, edited with an introduction by C. Martin Wilbur
(hereafter Ch’en, Communist Movement) (New York: Columbia University East Asian
Institute, 1960). |

18. See below, “My Hopes for the Labor Association,” November 21, 1921.
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class consciousness.” He added that unions required effective organization, so

a5 to avoid “too much dispersion of authority.” At the same time, he refrained
from any mention of Marxism and from more explicit criticism of anarchist
VIEWS.

Many sources state that by late 1921 Mao had succeeded in persuading Huang
and Pang to join the Socialist Youth League, and Sneevliet believed this to be
true.'? The two labor leaders were, however, executed by Zhao Hengti in January
1922 because of their role in mobilizing the cotton workers for a strike.20 The
governor proceeded to dissolve the Labor Association and close down its news-
paper, effectively putting an end to its activity.

On May Day of 1922, Mao wrote an article in which he first laid down the
apparently benign principle of the right of the workers to the “full fruits of their
labor” and then added that “of course” this right could be exercised “only after
Communism is put into effect.” He went on to warn the employers that the fate
of Russia’s “capitalist class and nobility” might await them.?!

The Second Congress of the Chinese Communist Party in July 1922 gave a
new impetus to participation in the labor movement. On this occasion, a resolu-
tion was adopted concerning “The Labor Union Movement and the Communist
Party.””?? This document explained that the difference between the Communist
Party and the labor unions was that the Communist Party was an organization of
proletarian elements endowed with class consciousness, while the labor unions
were organizations of all workers, regardless of their political views. Thus the
Party was the brain and the unions were the body. In order to impose its leader-
ship, the Party should set up strong groups in labor unions created by the
Guomindang, the anarchists, or Christian organizations.

Mao himself, for reasons that remain obscure, did not attend the congress, but
for approximately nine months after it was held he devoted himself, for the first
and only time in his career, primarily to work in the unions. He did so in the first
Instance as head of the Hunan Office of the Secretariat of Chinese Labor Organi-

zations, and the present volume contains a substantial number of documents to

19. See his article, originally published in May 1922, reprinted in Saich, Origins, p. 747.

20. Regarding the course of the strike at the First Textile Mill and the execution of
Huang and Pang, see McDonald, Urban Origins, pp. 157-65, and Shaffer, Mao and the
Workers, pp. 4748, 54-57. See also below, the record of discussions between representa-
tives of Hunan labor organizations, including Mao, and Governor Zhao, December 14,
1922, and the notes thereto.

21. See below, “Some Issues That Deserve More Attention,” May 1, 1922.

22. For the text, see Zhonggong zhongyang wenjian xuanji (Selected Documents of the
Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party) (hereafter Central Committee Docu-
ments) (Beijing: Zhonggong zhongyang dangxiao chubanshe, 1989), Vol. 1 (1921-1925),
Pp. 76-82. A complete English translation can be found in Tony Saich, The Rise to Power
of the Chinese Communist Party. Documents and Analysis, 1920—1949 (hereafter Saich,
Rise to Power) (Armonk, N.Y.: M. E. Sharpe, 1995), Doc. A.16, pp. 50-54.
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which he put his name in that capacity.23 In November 1922, building in part on
the foundation laid earlier by the Labor Association of Huang Ai and Pang
Renquan, Mao and others established the All-Hunan Federation of Labor Orga-
nizations. At the first meeting of that organization on November 5, 1922, Mao
was elected head or general secretary (zong ganshi). Thus he had henceforth two
bases for his activity among the workers.

All of the texts written or signed by Mao in 1922-1923 must, of course, be
interpreted in the context of the overall development of the labor movement.4 In
June 1922, the office of the Labor Secretariat in Shanghai was closed down by
the authorities of the International Settlement. In the same month, Wu Peifu,
following his victory in the war against Zhang Zuolin, restored Lj Yuanhong to
the presidency, and recalled the “Old Parliament” of 1913. Wu also declared
himself in favor of attaching labor-protection legislation to the new constitution
which the parliament had been asked to draft 25 The Labor Secretariat there-
upon transferred its headquarters from Shanghai to Beijing, both to escape
repression and to take advantage of the relatively favorable situation in the
North, and proceeded in July 1922 to draft the “Petition for a Labor Law”
translated below. These circumstances serve to explain the moderate tone of
the document.

23. The first of these, translated below, “Petition for a Labor Law and a General
Outline for Labor Legislation,” July 1922, is signed by him using this title, together with
the overall head, Deng Zhongxia, and the heads of the four other regional offices in
Shanghai, Wuhan, Guangdong, and Shandong.

24. The standard work on this topic is that of Jean Chesneaux, Le mouvement ouvrier

chinois de 1919 a 1927 (hereafter Chesneaux, Mouvement ouvrier) (Paris: Mouton, 1962).
It is complemented by a useful research guide, Les syndicats chinois 1919—1927 (Paris;
Mouton, 1965), containing a chronology, a list of the principal workers’ organizations by
province (including those for Hunan), and 31 texts in Chinese, with French translations.

Saich, Origins, also contains a great deal of information about the Communist Party and
the labor unions, in the form of Sneevliet’s notes and correspondence regarding events as

they took place. |
25. In the text of the petition, Wu Peifu is referred to by his zi, Ziyu,
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slavery, the petition spoke rather of “Justifiable self-defense” of the workers, to
which they had been forced by “problems between labor and capital.”

Though the language of this petition was relatively moderate, it served as the
vehicle for a campaign that played a significant role in raising the political
consciousness of the workers. A telegram of September 1922 almost certainly
drafted by Mao declared that the movement to establish a labor law “now rever-
berates throughout the land.”?¢ Here “the establishment of a worker-peasant state
in Soviet Russia” was characterized as “a model for all other countries in the
world,” and the parliamentarians were warned that if they did not act quickly to
pass the proposed labor law, they would no longer be recognized as representing
the will of the people.

Mao Zedong was involved at this time in the affairs of many different
unions.?’ Texts emanating from a large number of these are included in the
Tokyo edition of Mao’s works, but there are réasons to believe that in many

ever, that his name can legitimately be attached to the materials of the Masons’
and Carpenters’ Union, the Guangzhou-Hankou Railroad Workers’ Union, and
the Typesetters’ Union translated below.

The texts for the last four months of 1922 date from a time when, broadly

conducted, with Mao’s participation and guidance, a number of victorious
strikes. The long and detailed account of negotiations held in December 1922
between labor leaders and the provincial authorities reflects this favorable cli-
mate. In it, Governor Zhao Hengti himself, while defending the execution of
Huang and Pang, declared his intention of “protecting all workers,” and even
went so far as to state that socialism might be realized in the future, though it
could not be put into practice today.28

Looking back on the period from late 1922 to early 1923, in his own retro-
Spective overview of July 1923, Mao listed ten strikes, nine of which were
“victorious or semivictorious,” while only one ended in defeat.2% That one defeat
was, however, of crucial and decisive importance and helped usher in a whole
11€W era in the history of the Chinese revolution.

In the spring of 1922, an agreement had been concluded between the Secretar-

27. For details regarding the labor movement in Hunan and Mao’s role in it, see Li Jui,
Early Mao; McDonald, Urban Origins; and Shaffer, Mao and the Workers.
- 28. See below, “The True Circumstances of the Negotiations between the Representa-
tves of Various Labor Organizations and Provincial Governor Zhao . , . December 14,
1922. On this occasion, Mao signed in his capacity as a representative of the All-Hunan
Federation of Labor Organizations, rather than on behalf of the Labor Secretariat,

29, See below, Section D of “Hunan Under the Provincial Constitution,” July 1, 1923,
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munist Party in June 1922 as a “comparatively progressive militarist,”3% and at
about the same time, Wu called (as already noted) for labor-protection legisla-
tion. From Wu’s point of view, the Communists could be useful in undercutting
the influence of his pro-Japanese rivals of the Communications clique on the
railroads, from which he derived revenues to maintain the Zhili army and finance
his plans to unify China. In the autumn of 1922, during the first rail strikes, Wu
Peifu had required the management to adopt a conciliatory attitude. In January
1923, when workers on the Beijing-Hankou line announced their Intention of
forming a General Union of the Beyjing-Hankou Railway, which would be an
amalgamation of the various local rail workers’ clubs, Wu decided, however,
that things had gone too far. He announced the prohibition of the inaugural
meeting, which was to take place in Zhengzhou, and when the meeting was held
nonetheless on February 1, he sent troops to break it up.

As a result, a full-scale strike of railroad workers was called on February
4. The workers demanded punishment of the troops involved in the action,
dismissal of some railroad managers, and pay increases. On February 7, 1923,
Cao Kun in Beijing, Wu Peifu in Luoyang, and Xiao Yaonan in Wuchang sent
troops to attack the strikers. Thirty to thirty-five workers were killed and many
more were seriously wounded.3!

This incident, which became known as the F ebruary 7 Massacre, was an
Important turning point in the political situation, as well as in the history of the
labor movement. It occurred at 3 crucial stage in the reorientation of the Chinese
Communist Party’s attitude toward the Guomindang, which had been going on

Duxiu and other leaders of the Chinese Party and urged on them the advantages
of cooperating with the Guomindang, and even of Joining it. Fearful that such
tactics would compromise their independence, the Chinese rejected this formula,
which became known as the “bloc within.” Thereupon, Sneevliet traveled to

Moscow, presented a detailed report on the situation in China to the Executive
Committee of the Communist International in July, and was given formal written
Instructions from the International endorsing his idea of working within the

30. See Section 2.1 of the “Manifesto of the Communist Party of China” adopted by
the Second Congress, in Ch’en, Communist Movement. p. 118.

31. Accounts of these events in Mao’s own words appear below in the telegrams to
Xiao Yaonan and Wu Peifu of February 20, 1923, and the first and second open telegrams
in support of fellow workers of the Beijing-Wuhan Railroad, dated February 1923. For a
detailed discussion of the policy of cooperation with Wu Peifu, the relations between Wy

and Sun Yatsen, and disagreements about this matter in Moscow, see Saich, Origins, pp.
119-64, and Chesneaux, Mouvement ouvrier, pp. 272-78, 299-303.

P L I IF . I | PP
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Guomindang. Meanwhile, at its Second Congress in July, the Chinese Commu-
nist Party had abandoned its earlier sectarianism and decided on 2 policy of
cooperation with the Guomindang, but the Chinese leaders still rejected the idea
of actually joining the rival Nationalist Party. Armed with the document from
Moscow, Sneevliet convened a Plenum of the Central Committee at Hangzhou in
August, and forced the acceptance of the “bloc within” by the Chinese Commu-
nist Party.3?

Despite this decision and a Comintern directive of January 1923 ordering
them to “remain within the Guomindang,3? some Chinese Communists contin-
ued to resist the idea of joining the rival party. On the whole, the February 7
Massacre, by underscoring the weakness of the emerging Chinese labor move-

cant victories in Hunan, Mao himself pointed out in conversations with Sneevliet
that in the country as a whole, no more than 30,000 workers, out of a total of 3
million, had as yet been organized in a modern way. The two main factors in the
political situation were, in his view, military force and the influence of the
foreign powers. Mao was, according to Sneevliet’s notes, “at the end of his Latin
with labor organization” and was so pessimistic that he saw the only salvation of
China in-diplomatic and military intervention by Russia.34

Nevertheless, not everyone in the Chinese Communist Party drew the same
conclusions from the February defeat, and there was a sharp confrontation be-
tween partisans and adversaries of Sneevliet’s policy at the Third Congress of
the Chinese Communist Party, June 1220, 1923, where the matter was finally
settled. Zhang Guotao, the principal opponent of working through the
Guomindang, wrote in his memoirs that Mao Zedong had originally been on his
side during the debates at the Third Congress, but that Mao later shifted his
position and accepted the line of the International.?> This seems unlikely in view

It is true that in this text, Mao did not explicitly refer to participation by
Communists in the Guomindang. At the Third Congress, he did call for this step.

32. The literature on these historical questions is extensive. The facts are summed up
On the basis of the most authoritative documentation by Saich in Origins, pp. 87—-120.

33. For the text, see Saich, Origins, pp. 565-66.

34. See Saich, Origins, pp. 44849 and 589-9().

35. The Rise of the Chinese Communist Party, 1921-1927. Vol. 1 of the Autobiogra-

p_hy of Chang Kuo-t’ao (hereafter Chang, Autobiography) (Lawrence, Kansas: The Univer-
Sity Press of Kansas, 1971), pp. 299-312. |

o 36. See below, “The Foreign Powers, the Warlords, and the Revolution,” April 10,
23.
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The issue is of such central importance that it seems appropriate to reproduce
here the full text of Sneevliet’s notes on Mao’s remarks.

1. Whether Guomindang cannot develop 1s a question.

2. No bourgeoisie revolution is possible in China. All antiforeign move-
ments were (are) carried on by those who have empty stomach, but not
bourgeoisie.

3. Bourgeoisie cannot lead the movement. National revolution cannot appear
when capitalist class in the capitalist countries 1s not overthrown. There-
fore national revolution in China must be after the world revolution.

4. Expects the international cooperation i China, a period of peace will
come, then capitalism will develop very rapidly, Chinese proletariat in-
crease a great quantity.

5. Guomindang is dominated by petty bourgeoisie. He believes petty bour-
geoisie can for the present time to lead. That is why we should join
Guomindang.

6. We should not be afraid of joining.

7. Peasants and small merchants are good material for Guomindang,?’

Thus, at the Third Congress, Mao unequivocally endorsed the policy of join-
ing the Guomindang in order to pursue the “national revolution.” Turning aside
from his activities in the labor movement, he threw himself beginning in the
spring of 1923 into the struggle to mobilize the Chinese people against the
domination of the warlords and their imperialist backers under the Guomindang
banner. This by no means implied that he had lost interest in social revolution,
but it did involve the temporary sacrifice or attenuation of certain goals 1n order
not to offend the Party’s nationalist allies.

The exact date on which Mao joined the Guomindang i1s unknown. Chen
Duxiu, Li Dazhao, and Zhang Tailei had joined on September 4, 1922, im-
mediately after the Hangzhou Plenum.?® It seems likely that Mao had done so
before the Third Congress.?® In any case, immediately after the Third Congress,
Mao was a member of the Guomindang, for it was 1n that capacity that on June
25, 1923, he signed a letter to Sun Yatsen, together with Chen Duxiu, L1 Dazhao,
Cai Hesen, and Tan Pingshan. The main burden of this communication was that,
in order to oppose and overcome the “feudal warlords,” the Guomindang must

37. Saich, Origins, p. 580. Spelling, capitalization, and Romanization in this passage
have been changed, and obvious grammatical errors corrected. In a few instances, clumsy
or incorrect modes of expression have been let stand, to avoid imposing one interpretation
of Sneevliet’s possible meaning.

38. See Sneevliet’s notes 1n Saich, Origins, p. 338.

39. See Li Yongtai, Mao Zedong yu da geming (Mao Zedong and the Great Revolu-
tion) (hereafter Li Yongtai, Mao and the Great Revolution) (Chengdu: Sichuan renmin
chubanshe, 1991), pp. 156-57.
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establish a new-style “centralized national-revolutionary army” to fight them.4°

This letter thus signals a turning point in Mao’s discovery of the role of military
force in the Chinese revolution.

Mao Zedong and the United Front, 1923-1924

Following the Third Congress of the Chinese Communist Party, Mao was elected
to the Central Executive Committee and to its standing organ, the Central Bu-
reau. He also became secretary of the Central Executive Committee and head of
the Organization Department. One further point that should be raised about
Mao’s line at this time concerns the extent to which he had already turned his
attention, in June 1923, to the peasantry as a force which might prove more
effective than the workers. The Manifesto of the Second Party Congress in July
1922 had declared that China’s 300 million peasants were “the most important
factor in the revolutionary movement,” adding that, when this great number of
poor peasants joined hands with the workers, the victory of the Chinese revolu-
tion would be assured.*! Mao, as already noted, had been absent on that occa-
sion. Subsequently, Chen Dux1u had stated in a report of November 1922 on the
tactics of the Party: “The working class movement in the economically backward
countries of the East cannot achieve its revolutionary tasks unless it is assisted by
the poor peasant masses.”4?

On May 24, 1923, the Comintern had dispatched a directive to the Third
Congress of the Chinese Communist Party devoted in large part to the peasant
question. This document did not reach Shanghai until July 18, well after the
proceedings of the congress had ended, but it obviously carried weight in subse-
quent discussions within the Chinese Communist Party. The directive from Mos-
cow asserted that the national revolution in China could be successful only if it
was possible “to induce the fundamental mass of the Chinese population—the
pcasant small holders—to take part in it.” Thus, “the central question in our
whole policy is the peasant question.” Consequently, the Communist Party, as
the party of the working class, must strive to bring about an alliance between the
workers and the peasants by promoting the confiscation of large estates and the
djstribution of the land among the peasantry. “It goes without saying,” the direc-
tive added, “that leadership must be vested in the party of the working class.”
Drawing from the recent strikes the conclusion not that the workers’ movement

Wwas weak, but that it was strong, the Comintern ordered Chinese comrades to
turn their Party into “a mass party of the proletariat.”™3

40. See below, the translation of extracts from this text.

41. Central Committee Documents, Vol. |, p. 113.

42. See Saich, Rise to Power, Doc. A.18, p. 58.

43. For an English text, see Saich, Origins, pp. 567-69. The translation of the extracts

quoted here has been revised on the basis of the Russian original in P. Mif (ed.), Strategiya
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At the Third Congress, Mao spoke up forcefully regarding the importance of
the peasant movement. His remarks attracted such attention that he was one of
two delegates appointed to draft the brief resolution regarding the peasants
adopted at the congress. This document called on the Party to “gather together
small peasants, sharecroppers, and farm laborers to resist the imperialists who
control China, to overthrow the warlords and corrupt officials, and to resist the
local ruffians and bad gentry, so as to protect the interests of the peasants and to
promote the national revolutionary movement.”#

At this time, Mao had as yet no direct experience of organizing the peasants,
so the resolution was rather abstract and general in character.® His language
during the debates at the Third Congress was more concrete and forceful. Zhang
Guotao summarizes it as follows in his memotrs:

[Mao] did point out to the Congress that in Hunan there were few workers and
even fewer Guomindang and Chinese Communist Party members, whereas the
peasants there filled the mountains and fields. Thus he reached the conclusion
that in any revolution the peasant problem was the most important problem.
He substantiated his thesis by pointing out that throughout the successive ages
of Chinese history all rebellions and revolutions had peasant insurrections as
their mainstay. The reason that the Guomindang has a foundation in
Guangdong is quite simply that it has armies composed of these peasants. If
the Chinese Communist Party also lays stress on the peasant movement and
mobilizes the peasants, it will not be difficult to create a situation similar to
that in Guangdong.4¢

Several well-documented works published recently in China reproduce verba-
tim much of this paragraph, as it appears in the Chinese version of Zhang’s
memoirs, changing only one or two characters.*’ In substance, Zhang’s account
1s clearly regarded as accurate.

If we compare Mao’s remarks regarding relations with the Guomindang and

i Taktika Kominterna v Natsional 'no-kolonial’noi Revolyutsii na Primere Kitaya (The
Strategy and Tactics of the Comintern in the National-Colonial Revolution, on the Basis of
the Chinese Example) (hereafter, Mif, Strategy and Tactics) (Moscow: Institute of Interna-
tional Economics and International Politics, 1934), pp. 114-16.

44, See below, “Resolution on the Peasant Question,” June 1923.

45. For a similar judgment by a Chinese scholar, see Li Yongtai, Mao and the Great
Revolution, p. 282.

46. Chang, Autobiography, p. 309. The translation has been modified to correspond
more closely to the Chinese version, cited in the following note.

47. Compare Zhang Guotao, “Wode huiyi” (My Memoirs), Chapter 6, Ming bao Vol.l,
no. 10, October 1966, p. 79, with Zhongguo Gongchandang huiyi gaiyao (A Summary
Account of Chinese Communist Party Meetings) (hereafter Party Meetings) (Shenyang:
Shenyang chubanshe, 1991), p. 21; Ma Yuqing and Zhang Wanlu, Mao Zedong gemingde
daolu (Mao Zedong’s Revolutionary Way) (hereafter Ma and Zhang, Mao’s Way) (X1’an:
Shaanxi renmin chubanshe, 1991), p. 51; and Li Yongtai, Mao and the Great Revolution,
pp. 281-82.
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his comments on the peasant Problem, there appears 'fo be.a certain contradiction
petween the optimism .of his call to “create a situation similar to that in
Guangdong” by mobilizing the peasants,.and the pessimism of his conclusion,
noted by Sneevliet, that no successful national revolution will really be possible
:n China until after the overthrow of the capitalist class in Europe and America.
His article of April 1923, already cited, suggests an answer to this dilemma. On
the one hand, Mao argues, “there is no way in which the various influential
eactions within the country can be made to unite at present.”” But “in the future, . . .
the most advanced Communist faction, and the moderate Research clique, intel-
lectual faction, and commercial faction, will all cooperate with the Guomindang
to form a great democratic faction,” which will ultimately triumph over the
warlord faction, though perhaps only in eight or ten years. Thus, in the short run,
the imperialists will remain strong and will keep the warlords in power. But in
the long run, reaction will stimulate the growth of revolutionary thought and
action on the part of the people, and thus lead to its own negation.48

The idea that extremes engender one another, and in particular that oppression
leads to revolt, is highly characteristic of Mao’s thinking. In his article of 1919,
“The Great Union of the Popular Masses,” he wrote: “Our Chinese people pos-
sesses great inherent capacities! The more profound the oppression, the more
powerful its reaction. . . .”* In similar vein, Mao concluded his April 1923
article with the argument that reaction and confusion would surely lead to peace
and unification. This situation, he argued, “is the mother of revolution, it is the
magic potion of democracy and independence.” As to how, and how rapidly, this
potion would do its work, Mao’s ideas shifted repeatedly during the four years of
the “First United Front” between the Chinese Communist Party and the
Guomindang.

Mao Zedong’s first contribution after the Third Congress was a long article,
already cited, reviewing the situation in his native province.’® This contains
much concrete information but little in the way of ideas. The piece he published ten
days later is far more provocative and has been the subject of some controversy.

On June 13, 1923, while the Third Congress was in session, Cao Kun, leader
of the Zhili clique and military governor of the northern provinces, forced the
resignation of President Li Yuanhong with the intention of supplanting him. In
the end, it took Cao until October to achieve this goal and required the payment
of bribes of 5,000 yuan each to the members of the Old Parliament, specially
reconvened for the purpose, to persuade them to elect him. Meanwhile, the
reaction of public opinion to his action was extremely hostile, and the Shanghai
General Chamber of Commerce, at an extraordinary meeting on June 23, “de-

[r—

192‘;8. See below, “The Foreign Powers, the Warlords, and the Revolution,” April 10,

49. See Volume I, p. 389. .
50. See, below, “Hunan under the Provin?ial Constitution,” July 1, 1923,
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clared its independence,” with the goal of establishing “merchant power.’»!

It was in this context that Mao published his article of July 11, 1923.52
Hailing the declaration of the Chamber of (Commerce as “the first instance of
merchant involvement in politics,” Mao went on to assert that “because of histor-
ical necessity and the trend of current realities, the task that the merchants should
shoulder in the national revolution” was “more urgent and more Important than
the work that the rest of the Chinese people should take upon themselves.” The
merchants, he argued, suffered more from the “dual oppression of the warlords
and foreign powers” than any other segment of the population. The merchants
themselves, he declared, must unite, for the broader their unity, “the greater their
strength to lead the people of the entire nation.” At the same time, he added that
only a closely knit united front Including not only the merchants, but also the
workers, peasants, students, and teachers of the whole country could assure the
victory of “the great enterprise of revolution.”

Efforts have been made to explain away these clear statements regarding
merchant leadership of the revolution as referring merely to the fact that the
Chinese revolution was in its “bourgeois-democratic stage.” Such an argument
can scarcely be sustained. There remains the problem of exactly how Mao under-
stood the united front of all democratic forces at this time. His article appeared in
the context of a special issue of the Communist Party organ Xiangdao, edited by
his close friend Cai Hesen. The introductory piece by Chen Duxiu, entitled “The
Beijing Coup d’Etat and the Guomindang,” asserted forcefully that only the
Guomindang could save the country at this juncture and called on the
Guomindang to “arise and take command of the Citizens, to carry out the revolu-
tionary movement.” The article on “The Beijing Coup d’Etat and the Laboring
Class” hailed the merchants for “raising the banner of resistance,” and called on
the workers to support them as the only way to take vengeance on the warlords
for the February 7 Massacre.53 Maring, too, summing up the problem of the
relations between the Chinese Communist Party and the Guomindang in the
aftermath of the Third Congress, declared that the demands of the Chambers of
Commerce were “pure revolutionary demands.””54

Thus Mao Zedong was not the only one in the Chinese Communist Party

1. On the reaction of the Chamber of Commerce, see Marie-Claire Bergere’s chapter
in the Cambridge History of China, Vol. 12, pp. 782-83.

52. See below, “The Be1jing Coup d’Etat and the Merchants.” ,

53. Chen Duxiu, “Beijing zhengbian yu Guomindang” (The Be1jing Coup d’Etat and
the Guomindang), Xiangdao zhoubao (The Guide Weekly) no. 31/32, July 1 1, 1923, pp.
229-30; “Jingren,” “Betjing zhengbian yu laodong jieji” (The Beijing Coup d’Etat and the
Laboring Class), /bid., pp. 234-35. |

54. See Saich, Rise to Power, Doc. A.20, p. 65.
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though the petty bourgeoisie' could do so “for the present time,” had been §1}fﬁ-
ciently struck by the drama'flc gesture of the merchf:lnts to mo@ify .that position.
Though he would never again write of the co_mmerc:lal' bourgeoisie In quite these
terms, there i1s no reason to assume that his enthusiasm at the time was not

The two letters of September 1923 translated here reflect the dual nature of
Mao’s political activity at this time, in the Chinese Communist Party and in the

The remaining text of 1923 is a poem addressed to his wife, Yang Kaihuj.58
This is the only item for the whole period from 1922 to 1927 that is of a purely

personal character, Two other poems, written in 1925 and 1927, though they

express Mao’s feelings, do so in terms of his political aspirations. This one,
deploring a lovers’ quarrel that had led to estrangement between Mao and Yang

Kaihui, is of particular poignancy because of their fina] separation following the

defeat of the revolution in the summer of 1927 and Yang Kaihui’s execution by
the Guomindang in 1930

.In October 1923, a new Soviet émissary, Michael Borodin, had arrived in
China as adviser to Sun Yatsen and the Guomindang. Three months later his

2

f”ffortﬁ bf)re fruit in the form of a new-style Guomindang, reorganized on Lenin-
ISt principles, which held its first congress in January 1924, At this gathering,

Mao spoke on a number of occasions and was elected an alternate member of the
Centra] Executive Committee.® We have included in this volume all of Mao’s

[ —

35. See below, “The British and Liang Ruhao” and “The Cigarette Tax,” both pub-

hsh;d In The Guide Weekly on August 29, 1923,
Se - See below, “Reply to the Central Executive Committee of the Youth League,”

Plember 6, 1923,
57. See below, “Letter to Lin Boqu and Peng Sumin,” September 28, 1923.

De 38. See below, “Poem to the Tune of ‘Congratulate the Groom,’ » probably written in

Ceémber, .
59. See below, the extracts from the minutes of the Congress for the sessions of

January 20, 25, 28, and 29, 1924,
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contributions, even when the substance of what he said was not of great interest,
because they are part of the record of his political career. On J anuary 20, Mao
urged that the congress approve in principle the organization of a new govern- |
ment in opposition to that of Cao Kun in Beijing, rather than arguing about the |
precise name for the revolutionary government. On J anuary 25, he once again 35
pressed for a vote in order to get on with the proceedings. On January 28, |
responding to a demand that Guomindang members be barred from joining any ;
other party, Mao intervened in favor of the view, put forward by Li Dazhao and
supported by Hu Hanmin, that Communists who entered the Guomindang would in |
any case be bound by its discipline. No special restrictions need therefore be applied |
to them, and Mao demanded once again that a vote be taken to settle the point.

On January 29, Mao made statements of greater substantive interest. He op-
posed the establishment of a specialized Research Department because, he de-
clared, “its basic idea is to separate application from research. This, however, is |
something that our party, as a revolutionary party, cannot do.” On the same day, |
Mao opposed the call for a system of proportional representation in future parlia- j
mentary elections. “Our party,” he argued, “being a revolutionary party, should
adopt measures conducive to the revolution, but reject those detrimental to revolu-
tion. The proportional representation system is detrimental to the revolutionary party |
because once a minority gets elected they will have the power to sabotage the |
revolutionary cause. . . . Once freedom is given to the opposition party, it will put the |
cause of revolution in great danger.” The chairman of the meeting, Lin Sen, sug- |
gested that proportional representation conflicted with Sun Yatsen’s view that peri- |
ods of military government and of political tutelage must precede the period of
constitutional government, and the proposal was put aside until the next congress. |

After the congress, Mao attended the first four meetings of the Central Party |
Bureau. At the fourth of these, on February 9, 1924, he put forward several
resolutions for discussion. The main thrust of these was that the available funds
should not be used only for party offices at the central and provincial levels |
(which were “hollow offices’), but should be channeled to the city and xian |
offices and the district offices (which were the “real party offices”). The city, |
xian, and district offices, he argued, were “the most decisive organs by which
our party directs the activities of party members.” And among the cities, re- |
sources should be concentrated on the tmost important ones, where circumstances
were most favorable.®® This insistence on “real” offices, rather than empty bu- |
reaucratic formalism, was to remain characteristic of Mao.

Working with the “Center-Left” Guomindang, 1924-1925

In mid-February, Mao left Guangzhou to take up a position with the Shanghai :
Executive Bureau of the Guomindang, with a mandate from the Central Commit-

60. See below, “Fourth Meeting of the Central Party Bureau of the Chinese "}i
Guomindang,” February 9, 1924, |
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ree of the Chinese Communist Party. At the first meeting of the Shanghai Bu-

reau, which took place on February 25, 1924, Mao was appointed secretary of
the Organization Department and acting head of the documents section of the

Secretariat, 10 which.capacity he kept the .minutes of this and subsequent meet-
ings.6! Since he retgmed the posts. to whlcl_l he had been elected at the Third
Congress of the C?unese Commu‘mst Party in the previous year, he was called
upon to exercise simultaneously important responsibilities in both parties. Bal-
ancing the objectives and the susceptibilities of the two groups of comrades did
not always prove an easy task.

In March 1924, Mao Zedong attended a plenum of the Central Committee of
the Communist Youth League in Shanghai. According to the memoirs of the
representative of the Youth International at the time, S<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>