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THE 35" ANNIVERSARY

OF

The entire Albanian people and their
armed forces celebrated in great re-
joicing one of the most marked events
of the Anti-Fascist National Liberation
War — the 35th anniversary of the
founding of the General Staff, the day
of July 10, which has gone down in
the history of new Albania as the day
of the creation of the People’s Army.

This radiant jubilee found the Al-
banian people, the working class, the
cooperativist peasantry, the people’s
intelligentsia, the women and the
youth, in the fire of their revolutionary
work and mobilization to apply the
historic decisions of the 7th Congress
of the PLA, the tasks laid down by
the recent plenums of the Central
Committee of the Party.

In all the districts of Altania, in
centres of production and work, agri-
cultural cooperatives, cultural and edu-
cational institutions, as well as mili-
tary units, various activities took pla-
ce, such as conferences, competitions,
scientific sessions, sports spartakiads
and solemn meetings dedicated to the
glorious road traversed by the People’s
Army which came to the festivity of
its 35th steel-like
unity around the Party of Labour of
Albania, its Central Committee with
Comrade Enver Hoxha at the head,
politically and militarily prepared, vi-
gilant and ready to accomplish under
all circumstances its sacred mission —
the defence of the Socialist Homeland
and the victories of the Albanian peo-
ple.

On July 9, in the hall of the Opera
and Ballet Theatre, the Central Com-
mittee of the PLA, the Council of
Ministers of the People’s Socialist Re-
public of Albania and the Party Com-
mittee of the Tirana District organized
e solemn conference dedicated to the
35th anniversary of the founding of
the People’s Army.

anniversary in

)

People’s Heroes and Heroes of So-
cialist Labour, workers from the cen-
tres of work and production, coopera-
tivists and members and relatives of
martyrs’ families, soldiers and officers,
representetives of the ministries and
central institution, of mass organiza-
tions, young men and women and cther
guests attended the conference.

The First Secretary of the Central
Commitee of the Party Comrade
Enver Hoxha, the President of the Pre-
sidium of the People’s Assembly com-
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rade Haxhi Lleshi, the Chairman of

the Council of Ministers comrade
Mehmet Shehu and other leaders of
the Party and State were also pre-
sent.

The opening speech was delivered
by comrade Mehmet Shehu.

The speech for the occasion was held
by the Member of the Central Com-
mittee of the Party and the Chief of
the General Staff cf the People’s Ar-
my, Veli Llakaj.

On July 10, the First Secretary of
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the Central Committee of the Party,
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed
Forces of the People’s Socialist Repu-
blic of Albania, Comrade Enver Hoxha,
accompanied by the Member of the
Political Bureau of the CC of the Par-
ty, Chairman of the Council of Mi-
nisters of the PSR of Albania and Mi-
nister of the People’s Defence, Mehmet
Shehu, and other Party and State lead-
ers, met the students and cadres of the

military schools at the Officers’ Unit-

ed High School «ENVER HOXHA~.
Just as the entire Albanian people,
just as all the Armed Forces of the
PSR of Albania, the cadres and Sstu-
dents of the military schools paraded
head high and proud past the Party
leaders and Comrade Enver Hoxha.
After the parade, a great mass rally
at which amidst an

was organized,

undescribable  revolutionary  enthu-
siasm, Comrade Enver Hoxha took the

floor.

The First Secretary of the CC of the PLA
and General Commander of the Armed
Forces of the PSR of Albanig,

Comrade ENVER HOXHA,

speaking before the students and cadres of
the military schools of the 35th anniversary
of the founding of the People’s Army.
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Students and cadres of wmilitary schools

applauding and cheering for the First Secretary of the CC of the PLA
and General Commander of the Armed Forces of the PSR of Albania,
Comrade ENVER HOXHA.



COMRADE ENVER HOXHA

DEAR COMRADES, SOLDIERS AND CADRES OF OUR FEOPLES ARMY,

TODAY, I COME AMONG YOU TO CONGRATULATE YOU WHOLEHEARTEDLY ON BEHALF OF THE CENTRAL
COMMITTEE OF THE PARYY AND ON MY OWN BEHALF ON THIS GREAT CELEBRATION, THE 35TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE FOUNDING OF OUR PEOPLE'S ARMY. JULY 10,1943 IS A MARKED DAY IN THE HISTORY
OF OUR PEOPLE, BECAUSE, UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF THE PARTY AND IN THE HEAT OF THE GREAT WAR
AGAINST THE ENEMIES, THE STEEL-LIKE UNITY OF THE MILITARY FORMATIONS OF THE FIGHTERS OF THE
ALBANIAN PEOPLE WAS ACHIEVED, WHO HAD RISEN, ARMS IN HAND, TO LIBERATE THE HOMELAND
ONCE AND FOR ALL FROM THE HEEL OF FOREIGN OCCUPIERS AND OF THE LOCAL BOURGEOISIE AND
FEUDAL CHIEFS, WHO HAD BECOME THEIR ALLIES.

THIS UNITY OF THE MILITARY FORMATIONS OF THE PEOPLE'S FIGHTERS, WHICH UP TILL THEN WERE
ORGANIZED ONLY IN GROUPS AND BATTALIONS, WAS ACHIEVED UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF OUR PARTY
WITH THE CREATION OF THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE NATIONAL LIBERATION ARMY AND OF LARGER

MILITARY FORMATIONS. THE GREAT IMPORTANCE OF THE FOUNDING OF OUR ARMY

CAN BE BETTER

ASSESSED NOW, AFTER 35 YEARS, WHEN IT IS PUBLICLY KNOWN HOW IT FACED UP WITH SUSSESS TO THE
LARGE INVADING FORCES OF THE ITALIAN AND GERMAN ENEMIES, AS WELL AS THE QUISLING FORCES
WHICH, FIRE-BRAND IN HAND, INVADED EUROPE, SUPPRESSED AND KILLED THE ALBANIAN PEOPLE, BURNT

AND DESTROYED THEIR HOMELAND.

The more the days, the months and the years which
separate us from the day of the founding of our Army,
the more magnificent this great deed of the Party, which,
will be mentioned in history forever, seems and the more
it is appreciated. The organized war for the final libe-
ration of the Albanian people from two-fold oppression,
from the foreigners and the internal enemies, in order
to see this happy day, was crowned with success.

Today we remember with great respect our heroic
comrades who fought with courage and selflessness for
the liberation of the Homeland and with their blood
cemented the foundations of this strong fortress, the Peo-
ple’s Socialist Republic of Albania, we remember with
great respect and profound love the glorious heroes of
the National Liberation War, those who fell in the
field of honour, in the irenches, in the mountains, in the
valleys, and everywhere in our country, who fought
arms in hand and with any other means available in
order to conclude this war with the complete liberation
of the Homeland.

Today our entire people and Parfy are bowing with
boundless gratitude before their sons and daughters who
fell in the field of honour. They loved the Party with
all their heart, because it represenied the wishes, the will
and the great interests of their people, because it knew
how to lead them on the correct road on the basis of
the infallible Marxist-Leninist principles, because it was
able to revive and temper in them the qualities of pa-
triotism, courage and resolve of the Albanian people
through the centuries.

The Communist Party of Albania (today the PLA)
knew how to draw correct conclusions from both the
glorious events and the bitter events of the history of

our people till then, and bore them in mind in the very
difficult moments when it had to struggle through the

storm of the Great World War, which in its savagery

and barbarity has no parallel in the history of man-
Kkind,

Today, after 35 years, when we assess the victories
achieved during and after the National Liberation War,
the great deed of the Party, such as was the creation
of the People’s Army, though small at that time, seems
even more magnificent, Hence, dear comrades, our hearts
swell with great joy today. In this jubilee celebration,
all the hearts of our soldier people are beating with
great love for the Party and of the Army, this Army
which was formed in the mountains, and which com-
prises all the people, old and young, in its ranks.

Times are such that people’s freedom and indepen-
dence and national sovereignty, which are won through
struggle, can be preserved and defended only by main-
taining a disciplined army, imbued with proletarian feel-
ings and with boundless loyalty to the people, the Party
and the socialist Homeland.

The Cenfral Committee of the Party, and I personally,
have constantly followed your progress and successes, as
well as your shortcomings, the obstacles and difficulties
you have come across in the course of yoeur work. You
know that our Party, taking the greatest care of the de-
fence of the country, has adopted all the measures and
made many sacrifices so that the People’s Army is equal
to its high task, so that at any time it meets the needs of
the Homeland, and is capable of defending Albania from
any eventual enemy and whatever the quarter it may
attack it from, from any danger which may threaten it.

Just as we notice great progress in every aspect and
in every sector of state activity, such as industry, agri-
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culture, education, culture and science, we notice the
same in our People’s Army, too.

Proceeding from Marxism-Leninism and its philosophi-
cal base, dialectical and historical materialism, our Party
has guided the progress in all the sectors of the work
and life of our couniry, which have developed in succes-
sive stages. In this process, it has overcome difficulties
and obstacles, it has created ever new possibilities for
everything to go towards further improvement and per-
fection. Actually, we are seeing with satisfaction that, pa-
rallel with the great progresssive transformations which
kave been carried out in our couniry, in the first place
in the education of the new man, in industry, agricul-
ture, education and culture, the same uninterrupted suc-
cesses have been scored in our People’s Army as
well,

Since its founding, the Party and its Central Com-
mittee loved and appreciated the People’s Army very
much, hence their greatest solicitude in the process of
its growth from an <«infant» to a <«man-», with all the
Marxist-Leninist political and ideological merits and qua-
lities, their efforts to equip it with the victorious stra-
tegy and tactic of people’s war, to make it capable of
carrying out its glorious tasks.

The development of our Army in these directions has
followed the rates of development of all the other sectors
of activity of our socialist country, a development which
could not have been realized separaiely and one-sidedly.

in our country progress in all sectors has been fron-
tal, because we have been aware that weaknesses or
delays in one of them, would entail weaknesses and
delays in the other sectors, as well

All our socialist development, hence. not only industry,
agriculture, but also education and culture, as well as
the army, had to advance on the correct line of the Party
and in a balanced and planned manner; it called for
great material and moral efforts to realize this plan with
success in all the sectors without exception.

From the very first days after Liberation, the Party
has taught us that we must build the new and happy
life for the people, i.e., socialism, never for a moment
neglecting the defence of the people, of their victories
attained through blood and sacrifices. The Party has
implanted in our minds and conscience the great idea that
it no case should the construction of the socialist eco-
nemy be divorced from the strengthening of a powerful
people’s army. This is why in our country, parallel with
the whole process of socialisi construction, from the small
army it was in the beginning, the army which had just

emerged from the National Liberation partisan War, our
People’s Army developed into an advanced modern army,
leyal to the dictatorship of the preletariat, armed with
the triumphant military science and our People’s Military
Art.

In the situations created after the war, the Ceniral
Committee of the Party followed with the greatest at-
tention the development of events in the world and
around our country and observed that, though victory
was achieved, our Homeland, new Albania, had to be
rebuilt from its foundations materially, but at the same
time it had to be raised to a higher political, ideologi-
cal and educational level.

In all these stages of development, the Party with its
Central Commitiee at the head, carried our radical posi-
tive transformations in the tempering and education of
our Army, it worked out the theoretical bases and fun-
damental principles of the building and training of the
Feople’s Army as the armed support of the state of the
dictatorship of the proletariat. Military tempering and
education is continuing and it will go on also in the
future. This work will go on also for the reason that
ever new generations, which must master the theory of
the Party, People’s Military Art and the rich experience
of the old cadres, are coming to the army. Along with
what they take from the Army, the youth will bring
into our People’s Army a fresh will, fresh knowledge and
fresh experience. From the great experience of the every
day training, work, struggle and life of our Army, the
Party and its Central Committee constantly draw con-
clusions and make analyses, perfect military art, raise
the sound political level ever higher and see to it that
Marxism-Leninism is implanted in the minds and con-
sciousness of our men.

Comrades,

You the soldiers and officers of our great People’s
Army are the Joyal sons and daughters of this people,
who gave you birth and brought you up, therefore you
must live close to them and together with them, you
must share joys and sorrows with them, you must judge
the successes, as well as the shortcomings of the mo-
ments we are going through with coolheadedness and
with a sense of responsibility.

The Party gives the great People’s Army the sort of
education which a profoundly revolutionary people’s army
of a new type needs. And a profoundly revolutionary peo-
ple’s army like ours, is not an army of barracks, it is
not a conventional bourgeois army. Our Army has an
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entirely different nature, it is an army which defends
the dictatorship of the proletariat, which defends so-
cialism, and not the bourgeoisie and its wealth.

Inspired by the revoiutionary ideas of the proletariat,
our army defends the freedom, independence and sove-
reignty of the people, it stands guard on the genuine de-
mocracy of our working people, and not the «democracy»
of a handiul of capitalists.

Our People’s Army is implementing with success the
task set by the Party for its own political and ideo-
legical education and, in this direction, it has achieved
satisfaciory results., Qur people must never for a moment
overlook the task of their own ideo-political educa-
tion. From the time when they go to school, when they
are in active military service, as well as when they go
over to the reserve service and all along their life, our
people should keep on with their allround education.
Cemrades, wherever you weork and lead, you must work
for your continuous ideological and pelitical uplift. You
must consider education as one of the meost imporiani
duties,

In our Army, as a political army, which is imbued
with and steeled by the Marxist-Leninist ideology, is
implemented the principle of putiing proletarian poli-
tics in command, this means that the ideopolitical factor
has priority over the military one.

This principle will help our Army in its advance
provided all the people see politics, at all moments and
in all its manifestations, from the standpoint of Marxism-
Eeninism. If understood otherwise, the policy pursued in
the army will be erroncous.

A policy viewed from a clear Marxist-Leninist stand-
point, which expresses the reality with truthfulness and
reflects the interests of the working masses, is the only
unerring and just policy which benefits the people and
the construction of socialist society. Qur policy is closely
linked with the materialist Marxist world-outlook, hence,
it is correct. We have achieved these results because in
general, the people understand our ideology, otherwise
our country would not be advacing towards socialism,
but would longsince have been transformed into a capi-
talist couniry, and our small nation would have been
put under the heel of imperialism or revisionism. For all
these reasons, the fact that socialist Albania stands firmly
on its own feet is due to the Party, its correct line,
the Marxist-Leninist ideology and its heroic peeple. We
all must master our ideology, which is a poweriul,

The First Secretary of the CC of the PLA

and General Commander of the Armed Forces of the PSR of Al-
bania, Comrade ENVER HOXHA: accompanied

by Member of the Political Bureau of ihe CC of the PLA,
Chairman of the Council of Ministers and Minister of People’s De
fence, comrade Mehmet Shehu, reviewing the students

and cadres of the military schools.
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active and revolutionary weapon for the revolution trans-
iormation of society. Everyone must strive to master this
ideology, so as to be able to understand correctly the
events, phenomena and processes we have gone, are ac-
tually and shall be going through in the future, Marxism-
Leninism is the only revolutionary theory which illumi-
nates the road of ihe preparation of the socialist revolu-
tion and its successiul carrying ocut.

This means that we must apply Marxism-Leninism
in the conditions of our country, in a creative manner,
and never look upon it as a dogma, because dogma leads
to subjebivisin, diverces theory frem practice.

wae aim of the socialist reveluiion, which iz an objec-
tive law, is to overthrow capitalism and pass over to
secialism. The final objective of the socialist revolution
is the consiruction of the classless society in which the
division of society into classes is no more, the preseni
contrasts between town and countryside, between mental
and physical labour, are ligquidated, etc. every member
of the society takes from material blessings according to
his needs, and a new world-outlook is created among the
peopie, who lead a rican material and cultural life, quite
different{ irom the present. If we consider Marxism-Le-
ninism as the Ieading ideology of the proletarian revolu-
tion, thea we have properly understood the teaching of
our Party, namely, that DRarxism-Leninism is not a
doegma, When our Party says that we should adapt the
great theory of the proleiarian revolution to ouir concrete
conditions, this should no! be understcod as a regression,
as denial of the revolulionary world-outlook of the work-
ing class, or as coniraposition of these conditions to the
proletarian revelution, as the modern revisionists do, but
it shouid be undersicod as a progress which serves the
faithful and creative implementation of our theory in the
concrete terrain, in fhe concrete conditions.

Our theory teaches us that every event, process or
social phenomenon should be viewed and interpreted
from the angle of historical materialism, in irreconci-
lable struggle against idealistic viewpoinis which are
only a philosophical cloak draped around religious
dogmas and comnservative mentality. Idealistic viewpoints,
as expressions of the anti-scientific philosophical world-
outlook of religion and of reactionary classes, have a
host of manifestations, which have existed in centuries
and, which no matter how they have evolved, in essen-
ce. are preserved by capitalist society, which strives by
all manner of means to keep alive these regressive
viewpoints, this reactionary and conservative ideology,
because in this way that scciety prolongs its life and
temporarily hinders the prolefarian revolution, for a
certain time hinders the implementation of the theory
ol the proletarian revolution, Marxism-Leninism.

You comrade soldiers and officers in active or reser-
ve service, must live with the preoccupations eof the
country, must feel yourselves members of the armed
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people, organized in the armed forces for the defence
of the Homeland and the viciories of socialism. Never
imagine yourselves as separated and isolated from the
problems Albania has. Just as the eangineer lives with
the problems of production of his factory or plant, or
the agronomer with the problems of his agricultural
farm or cooperative, so must you be interested in them
to the same degree and never separate yourselves from
the work and concern for the economy. As for the
viewing of problems from the political and ideological
angle, there cannot be two stands: one for the army
and another for the broad masses of the people. The
strengthening of the economy, the construction of so-
cialism and the defence of the Homeland cannot be
separated from each other. Any stand at variance with
this correct stand of our Party would be meiaphysics.
After the reform we carried out in the army, the broad
masses of working people of our country have become all
builders, as well as defenders of socialism, they are
workers, peasants and intellectuals, as well as soldiers
¢l our People's Army.

You, soldiers and officers of the active and reserve
service or those incorporated in the volunteer forces of
popular self-defence, must understand well the need for
the raising of your ideo-political and military level and
make systematic efforts to enrich your political and
ideological knowledge, and link it ever more closely
with people’s military art. Withont this knowiedge, or
having only a smattering of ii, you will never be
good soldiers or good cadres of the Aarmy. you will
never be good workers, good engineers, you will never
be good farmers or good agronomiers, or good vete-
rinary doctors. Therefore, once again, I emphasize the
correct thesis of the Party that in our country everyone
must make constant efforts to master the policy and
ideology of the Parly in order to become a worthy
fighter for our new society. This will enable everyone to
do well or very well the special profession he has learn-
ed in life or at school, or the job the Party has en-
trusted him with, or his duties as a leader. If he sees
his special job in the context of the general tasks the
Homeland is faced with then he will feecl more the
need to delve more deeply and continuously into the
special science he has learned and he fights to put
into practice.

Let us come now to the other task of the Army, its
military education. I can say that the education of our
Army is proceeding on an ascending course towards per-
fection in all directions. This is the outcome of the ca-
reful work of the Party and our pelitical and military
cadres, old and young, who have Dbeen able to properly
implement the orientations of the Party with regard to
the army. Our military cadres have made efforts, they
have performed feats of heroism, have displayed deter-
mination and maturity in taking the decisions of the

ALBANIA TODAY

Party on the best possible masiering of military scien-
ce to the soldiers and, together with them, puiting them
into practice.

I want to stress that military educaiion of the
effectives of our People’s Army is indispensable. Like
any other science, military science, too, is in constant
development. The {echnical-scientific revolution cannot
be exciuded from the Army, on the contrary, it is ne-
cessary and recommendable in order to reach perfection
in every speciality of the army. As anywhere else, in
the army, too, there can be no progress without techni-
cal-scientific revolution. Everything must advance, means
must be perfected, thinking developed, it is important
to pass from the summing up of experience to theo-
retical thinking and the formulaiion ef new, more ad-
vanced, more efficient, more profitable laws.

If we iollow the continuous development and the
metamorphosis of our Army towards progress, towards
the perfection of every one of its branches, we will
notice that many things have changed and, actually,
wo have managed to work out our own people’s mi-
litary art. This people’s military art is based en
the experience of all our past years, from the found-
ing of our army up to day, and it is fthe synthesis of
this experience which is being studied and implemented
by our armymen with success. Marxism-Leninism teaches
us that everything is in progress, therefore, we musi not
regard our people’s military art either as a dogma or
something dead because there may be peopie who think
that we must learn it by heart, that we must not chan-
ge a single comma in iis application in the concrete si-
tuations created; there have also been such people as the
traitor Beqir Balluku with the other traitors Petrit Du-
me and Hito Cako, who planned the iotal destruction
of our people’s military art and its substitution for a
capitulationist art.

We must always be able to transform things in such
a way as to make our Army stronger every day, and
constantly work to improve our people’s military art in
fuil compliance with the orientalions of the Central
Commiltee of the Party.

We arve preparing ourselves militarily for the defence
of the Homeland, of our freedom and independence,
the victories of socialicm, for the defence of our Party.
This is the loftiest task of our Army. We must under-
stand that all I mentioned must be defended from so-
mebody, precizely from the enemies who do not wish us
well, who seek to occupy, enslave us, to wipe out so-
cialism, to liguidate the Parity. Seeing the problem from
this angle, we must always think and understand clearly
that our people’s military art, the education of our
people with this art, their political and ideological edu-
cation, are not am aim in iiseif, they are intended for
a sound vital goal, that is, to enable us to cope with
our eventua! enemies successfully. They are not ima-
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ginary enemies, they are alive, in flesh and blood, active
and aggressive. They may attack us with arms, they
may resort to diversion, they may also try to rot wus
from within. Then, on us falls the fask of coping with
them in the case of an armed attack, or in the case
of attempts at diversion, or ai eroding us from within.
But how shall we cope with them? We shall cope
with them with the means I referred to, and to this end,
we must raise our political and ideological level, we
must also make ourselves strong militarily, we must al-
ways be on our feet and vigilant.

In our efforts to educate ourselves in these directions,
we never lose sight of the enemy, which we must not
underestimate, for it does not sleep, itis in pursuit of de-
finite aims, and is making various efforts and organiz-
ing itself in an all-round manner {o liguidate us, but we,
too, are making efforts on our part, but in the opposite
direction, to defend ourseives from it, te defeat it in
case it attacks us and to win over it. We must make
efforts to see through the policy of the enemies from
the political aspect. Our policy, in this respect must be
wise, cufting and exposing. We must understand that
the ideology of the enemies is an enslaving, idealistic,
conservative, rapacious ideology, therefore we must op-
pese our Marxist-Leninist ideclogy to it, the science which
tights their idealistic and enslaving ideology thoroughly,
we must oppose the ideclogy of the proletariat to it.
The other question is to resist any armed attack of the
enemies and defeat them in war.

In the first two fields of preparation and objectives
we can say that we are superior to our enemies, be-
cause our policy is correct, while theirs is wrong, unjust,
it is an aggressive policy. The ideology of the ene-
mies is condemned by history to failure, while ours is
the ideology of the present and the future. We repre-
sent the proletarian revolution, socialism, communism,
a new society, while ocur enemies represent capitalism
and imperialism, an old society in decay, which, as our
classics teach us, is the last stage of society with anta-
genistic classes. The enemies are doomed to extinction
and destruction through war, nevertheless we must not
underrate the armies and armaments of the enemies,
but we must not overrate them, either. Our Army must
understand these iwo questions well. In the view of our
Party, underestimation or overestimation is always wrong
and causes damage, leads to one-sided stands, whereas
viewing and assessing the weapons of the enemy as they
are, in all the danger they pose, enables us to take
the necessary measures at the proper time in order to
render them ineffective or fto reduce their effect on
our people. Qur objective stand in assessing the ene-
my’s weapons will enable us to use our weapons more
effectively, to blunt and smash the attacks of the enemy.

The local wars the imperialists and the capitalists
have fought against the peoples and countries which they
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have sought to enslave, have confirmed these assess-
ments of our Party. It is common knowledge that in all
these wars of enslavement, the enemies have resorted
to most modern means of war against the peoples. It
is true that the peoples have suffered great damage in
them, but difficulties have taught them te creaie such
possibilities of defence and counter-attack as to fight
oif the apolitical, mercenary forces of the imperialist
aggressors whe have attacked them and defeat them
successfully. This is what will certainly happen again
it they attack our country.

Therefore, our Party always tells you soldiers and
cadres of the army, as well as the entire soldier people
that military questions should be always taken account
of in everyday life, that no one sheuld absent himself
or withdraw, in any case and for whatever reason, from
military training, from the discharge of military duties.

You, the military cadres, have a very important task:
to teach the soldiers of the people our people’s military
art. Bui do not think it is an easy question, do not
think it can be done without efforts, without toil, without
sacrifices and without steel-like discipline.

Qur people’s military art is a living, dynamic art, an
art in development. Our art is the contrary of slug-
gishness, stereotypes, indifferentism, inactivity, passivity
and lack of coordination of all weapons in action. Our
peoples military art preserves and constantly develops
revolutionary dynamism and swiftness of partisan war,
but it cannot be identified with partisan war. Qur ca-
dres and Army, our entire soldier people must understand
this difference well.

It is essential to understand that we shall have fto
stand up to a large army acting according fo tactics
quite different from ours. The tactics and strategy of
the enemy armies are barbarous in their essence and
their objective is to invade our country, whereas our
tactic educates the effectives of our army to be on
the keen lookout and vigilant, and imbues them with
the spirit of counter-aitack to wipe out the enemies.

Therefore, as in evorything else, but more so in the
teaching of military matters, special wisdom is required
in the activity of army officers and cadres, who must
broaden their horizon of knowledge on the problem they
will take up, they must first put it into practice,
themselves, a practice in conditions different from those
of the enemy conironting our army; a practice different
from the strategy and tacfics of the enemy, from the
terrain in which it acts and the weapens which it uses.
If the training and briefing of the army is done like
this then we shall be far from applying a stereotyped
method of teaching.

The defence of our territories against enemy attacks
has very great importance. It is know that for the
assajlant to win the war, his soldiers must set foot on
land, therefore the enemy will try by all manner of
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means to set foet on our territory. On the contrary, the
objective of our strategy and tactics is to stop the enemy
from getting a foothold, that is, to wipe it out bhefore
it penetrates our terrifory, either on our seashore, in
our air space, or in our border area. However, for this
to be done, the Party, the Central Committee and the
General Command have given instructions and taken de-
cisions to prepare the whole territory for war, preparation
to which you must devste exceptional importance,

Further, stopping to consider the tasks emerging for
the further strengthening of the defence of the Homeland
and our People’s Army, Comrade Enver Hoxha, stressed
that these tasks should be borne in mind by all the
people and, especially, the effectives of the Army, who
are continually trained to acquire the abilities needed to
cope with success with the difficult moments which the
Homeland may have to face to.

Therefore, you must apply yourselves zealously to
the study of military art of people’s war in all its
aspects. All the cadres of the army, old and young,
must collaborate closely, master it and bring their daily
rich experience into it, enrich it and advance it to ever
higher peaks.

With this I imply that our army cadres must not
shut themselves up inside the shell of superficial study,
or become slaves to a mechanical application of the
great teachings which are placed at the dispesal of our
army. They must take into consideration that the enemy
shall impose a modern war on us, that we shall oppose
il to the end.

I have emphasized before that our cadres should
get themselves acquainted with the sirategy and tactics
the enemy will resort to in a future war, they should
know the weapons they will bring into use as well as
their effective army, because it they know these, they
will be able to take on t{ime the expedient measu-
res needed to confront the enemy. Therefore, we
must follow the situations developing in the world
most attentively. As our Party has taught and teaches
us every day, situations are revolutionary; in these con-
ditions the existence of imperialism is in danger, there-
fore it prepares for war. The revolution will destroy
world capitalism, but it tries to defend itself by all
means, and its last resort is war, local wars, and after
them, a general world war. One war prepares the other,
one creates new contradictions and deepens the existing
ones, which is in the very bleod of the capitalists anad
imperialists, while a redivision of the world deepens
and sharpens the existing contradictions wuntil it leads
them to world war.

Therefore, we must follow the teachings of the Party
politically, which explain these various developmenis of
international situations. Never must we cherish illusions
about changing situations. This does not mean that we
should not avail ourselves of these situations in order
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to profit from them, because the capitalist and revisionist
states are riddlied with contradictions, which we must
make deeper, but always in favour of the world revo-
lution, in favour of socialism, in favour of our socialist
state. In the capitalist world the exploited classes exist
and are at war with capital. The proletariat is at the
head of these exploited revolutionary classes, side by side
with it stand the poor peasants and the petty-bourgeoisie
of the city.

Then Comrade Enver Hoxha spoke about the inter-
national situation today, the struggle of our Party and
people against American imperialism, social-imperialism,
modern revisionism and reaction.

The positions of our Party on curent international
affairs, as well as on all the other problems of the strug-
gle against American imperialism, Soviet social-imperial-
ism and world capitalism, have been and are clear, they
are unchanged. Therefore, it is our urgent, constant, in-
dispensable and vital task to strengthen these positions,
and we will strengthen them, because we have a strong
Marxist-Leninist Party, with steel-like unity of its ranks,
we have a strong people in unbreakable unity around
the Party, we have now a developed economy, which
provides us the possibility to further develop our pro-
ductive forces and improve the wellbeing of the people
with our own forces, because we have a heroic People’s
Army, educated and tfempered by our glorious Party of
Labour in class battles.

In conclusion Comrade Enver Hoxha said:

Comrade soldiers and officers,

I congratulate you once again from my heart on fhe
great celebration of the 35th anniversary of the founding
of the glorious People’s Army of Albania, I congratulate
you on the successes you have achieved, and call on you
to love the army, to train yourselves intensively and
intelligently in order to make our army invincible, I
rccommend you fo observe regulations, to carry out
instructions, to master our theory of people’s military
art properly, and {to show vigour in practice, to be re-
volutionary, to carry out tactical exercises with intelli-
gence and delermination and not in a mechanical manner.

You must love each other, consider each other friends
in the full sense of the world, and respect each other,
You must also respect your commanders, the cadres whom
the Party has promotfed to these posts in order to make
of you soldiers capable of fighting for a great cause. On
their part, the cadres must also work with the honesty and
selflessness which characterize our people, in order to cap-
ture the hearts of their soldiers. Qur army must be solid,
it must have steel-like and conscious discipline. At any
time the need arises it must be at its fixed posts and
be courageous,

We have been preparing our people to look forward
with great confidence to the construction of socialism,
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ts see the present realities and the possible develop-
ments right into the face. When we have succeeded in
inculcating such a revolulienary spirit into people’s
minds and, hence, also, into our People’s Army, then,
ne dangerous moment will catch us by surprise or
frighten us; on the contrary, it will find us armed not
only with weapons, but also with the undaunfed spirit
which is reguired to achieve victory over any enemy
which will dare to attack our socialist Homeland, it will
find us militarily, politically, ideologically and materially
prepared. Never have the Alpanian people lost their
bearings in difficuli moments, less so can they now, when
our glorious Party is leading us, is educating us, is teach-
ing us, and is preparing us for the wonderful situations
which await us and which we are building ourselves;
it prepares us also for the dangers which might threaten
us, it prepares us for victory.
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Therefore, dear comrade soldiers, students and offi-
cers, forward with great confidence in the Party, in its
line; love it wholeheartedly and defend it unbendingly
in front of all enemies, internal or external. Love for
the Party is shown by properly implementing its di-
rectives, and the implementation of these directives is
realized in full by making a profound study of them
and by making them the bloed and flesh of everyone
who must live with them and fight for them, This is
what it means to love the Party will all the forces
of one’s soul. Such a situation should be created and
continuously tempered in the hearts of our soldier people,
in your hearts, comrade soldiers and officers.

A HAFPY CELEBRATION TO YOU!

I wind up this conversation hailing:

LONG LIVE THE PARTY!

LONG LIVE OUR PEOPLE'S ARMY!

A detachment of military school students parading.
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OPENING SPEECH BY COM

The Member of the Political Bureau of the CC of the PLA, Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the PSR of Albania
and Minister of People’s Defence, comrade Mehmet Shehu, delivering the opening speech at the Solemn Meeting
‘on the 35th anniversary of the founding of the People’s Army.

Comrades,

In these days our people and our armed forces cele-
brate with the solemnity the jubilee of the 35th anni-
versary of the founding of our People’s Army. We come
to this great jubilee with a rich balance-sheet of succes-
ses and victories in the unexampled struggle of our peo-
ple and Party for the construction of socialism and the
strengthening of the defence of our country.

Under the leadership of the Party, the working class,
the cooperativist peasantry, the people’s intelligentsia, our
entire people are at the height of their revolutionary dri-
ve for the implementation of the fasks of the 7th Congress
of the Party, with unshaken confidence in the complete
construction of the socialist society relying on their own
iorces, in hereic struggle to overcome the savage blockade
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and break the concentric encirciement of foreign enemies,
in a tit-for-tat struggle against imperialism and social-
imperialism, modern revisionism and the new opportunism
of old roots. The unity of the people around the Party
and the unity of the Party around its Central Commit-
tee, with the founder of our Party, our Army, our state
of the dictatorship of the proletariat, our beloved leader.
Cemrade Enver Hoxha, at the head, is sftronger than ever.
This unity has weathered every storm which has swept
our country from the founding of the Party to this day, ail
those who wish ill socialist Albania will, as always,
break their heads against the steel-like wall of this
unity.

The founding of the General Staff of our National Li-
beration Army by our Party and Comrade Enver Hoxha
on July 10,1943, in the heat of the heroic struggle of ou.
people against the foreign fascist occupiers, marked the
great turning-point of this struggle which led to the com-
plete liberation of the country from the foreign yoke and
the setting up of the people’s power, relying only on our
forces and without the presence, in any case, of foreign
allied forces on Albanian territory.

Much blosd was shed in our land for freedom and
independence. The foundations of the People’s Socialist
Republic of Albania are cemented with the blood of our
immortal martyrs. All the blessings we enjoy today have
their source therein, in the blood of our martyrs. Today
%e bow with boundless respect before the memory of
our martyrs and take the solemn pledge that we will
never allow their blood to be trampled underfoot by for-
eigners and that we will loyally uphold their red torch
and pass it on to sure hands, generation after generatioan,
marching always on the road of the Party, a road fox
which they laid down their lives. May the blood and me-
mory of our gloricus martyrs remain unforgeitable for
ever and ever!

Under the leadership of our Party and under the com-

mand of our General Commander, Comrade Enver Hoxha,
weo are marching in the footsteps of our martyrs for free-

dom. Our Pecple’s Arimy has become the inheritor of the
loftiest and purest revolutionary virtues of our legendary
partisans. It is an invincible force and the loyal and sure
guard of the victories of socialism and the sacred and in-
violable borders of our socialist Homeland. At any time,
it is fully prepared to discharge the sacred task of the de-
Ience of the Homeland and socialism with honour, with
the traditional heroism and determination of the Alba-
nian people and the boundless loyalty of pure and revolu-
tionary communists,

Our Army was born, grew and is being tempered and
sirengthened as a People’s Army. It has its own tactics
and strategy of people’s war worked out by the Party. The
great historic merit of our Party is that it fully carried
out Lenin’s teachings on merging the army with the peo-
ple, on making every soldier a cifizen, and every citizen
a soldier who knows how to use weapons. With us, the
Feople’s Army is the same as the armed people, for this
is how Lenin teaches us, that only the entire revolutionary
and armed people, a soldier people as our people are, are
in a position to defend the achievements of the peo-
ple’s revolution, socialism and the Homeland, with suc-
cess.

We celebrate the 35th anniversary of the founding of
our People’s Army in the conditions of a brilliant inter-
ral situation and in the conditions of a turbulent situa-
tion in the outside world. With the fire-brand in their
hands, US imperialism and Seviet socialimperialism and
their allies with imperialist tendencies are bent on set-
ting the world on fire. Never in the history of mankind
have the arsenals of war assumed such colossal and com-
plex preportions as they have today in the hands of the
war-mongering imperialist and expansionist great powers.
US imperialism and Soviet socialimperialism are the
source of the danger of war, but there are also other he-
gemony-seeking powers which are fanning up the fire
of war and playing with fire. Zigzags and withdrawals
are only temporary for the revolution. The final victory
will without fail go te the world proletariat, to the
freedom-loving peoples of all continents. It is only a ques;-
tion of time. Imperialism, socialimperialism, racism, revi-
sionism, opportunism have only one prospect before them:
the hatred of the peoples, shame and descredit, defeat and
deom. No amount of intrigues, blackmail, war arsenals,
railitary putsches, reactionary alliances, demagogy, money,
espionage, nothing will save them from this inevitable
doom. In history, prospects lic open only to socialism
and communism, and not to the bourgeoisie and reac-
ticn.

Socialist Albania is a strategic objective of high
priority to the US imperialists, the Russian socialimpe-
rialists and the enemies of socialism. The Party of Labour
of Albania is the most irreconcilable ideological opponent
of modern revisionism and world opportunism. But they
can do us nothing, for we are in our Marxist-Leninist
right, in the right of our people and of the cause of all
progressive peoples of the world, the cause of fhe revo-
lution. As long as we have the Party and its correct
Marxist-Leninist line, the steel-like unity of the people
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and the Party and their invincible vitality, our mountains
which have always been the staunchest allies of the Al-
banian people, the sympathy of the true revolutionaries
and the freedom-loving peoples of the world, the enemies
can do us nothing. We have everything we need to ensure
the defence of the Homeland against any enemy.

Qur task is to implement the line of the Party and the
teachings of Comrade Enver Hoxha faithfully, to dig our
pickaxe even more deeply for the complete construction
of socialist gociety, relying only on our own forces, keep-
ing the rifle always ready, constantly vigilent and resol-
ved for work and sacrifice, so that the red banner of
socialism and communism is never lowered or stained,
but kept flying forever aloft with the revolutionary pride
in this part of the Balkans and Europe which is called
the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania.

A View of the Solemn Meeting
on the Occasion of the 35th Anniversary
of the Founding of the People’s Army
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FROM THE SPEECH OF CO

Our People’s Army has been, is and will always be a
revolutionary Army of the dictatorship of the proletariat.
Unlike the bourgeoisie and the modern revisionists, who
try to conceal the class and political characier of their
armies, our Party openly declares that the Army of the
People’s Socialist Republic of Albania is an army of the
dictatorship of the proletariat, an army of the entire
armed people which is led by the Marxist-Leninist Party,
an army educated and tempered with the proletarian ideo-
logy and trained according to our military art of people’s
war. Its soldiers and cadres are the sons and daughters
of the working people, of the liberated workers and pea-
sants, who have common interests and fight for the same
goal, the construction of socialist society and the defence
of the socialist Homeland.

The leadership of the armed forces of a genuinely so-
cialist country by the Marxist-Leninist Party constitutes
a general law, an absolute necessity for them to preserve
and strengthen their revolutiomary class character. The
Party of Labour of Albania has loyally abided by this
principle, comsistently implemented it in all its activity
and waged an irreconcilable struggle against the various
cnemies and any erroneous view or practice in this field.

From its experience and its Marxist-Leninist analysis
of the bitter events which took place in the revisionist
countries where the armies were employed by the oppor-
tunist traitor cliques to carry out the counter-revolution,
our Party has drawn important lessons, just as in all
fields, also in the continuous revolutionization of the Peo-
ple’'s Army. The main lesson is that the weakening of
the leading role of the Party in the armed forces is
franght with the danger of their degeneration, of their
transformation from forces in the service of the revolution
into forces which serve the bourgeois-revisionist counter-
revolution.

The Marxist-Leninist Party gives the army its class
consciousness, educates it with the Marxist-Leninist
world-outlook. The study and mastery of Marxism-Le-
ninism, of the teachings of the Party and Comrade
Enver Hoxha are the necessary condition for the army
to remain always an army of the working class, an army
of the socialist revolution. For this reason the Party
repeatedly emphasizes that a broad-ranging, continuous
and systematic work should be conducted in the army,
among soldiers and officers, as the fundamental com-
ponent part of the whole program for the education
of the army, because man is the decisive factor in the
struggle for the defence of the Homeland. At the same
time, the Party stresses that combat readiness should be
strengthened, the role of weapons and war technology
should never be underrated, because, when mastered and
in the hands of conscious people, they make our army
and defence invincible.

The revisionists, too, make use of the expression, «the
party must lead the army», as a mere slogan. But it is
a demagogical attempt to deceive the masses and lull
them to sleep. All their efforts boil down to the aim
of transforming the army into a tool in the hands of
the cliques in power, so that it may command the par-
ty, oppress the people, defend the privileges of the bour-
gcoisie and implement a bourgeois-revisionist policy.

Our People’s Army was built and modernized in keep-
ing with the teachings of Marxism-Leninism, in confor-
mity with the socialist socio-economic order, the objecti-
ves and tasks of the dictatorship of the proletariat, the
concrete conditions and circumstances in which our coun-
try, encircled by capitalist-revisionist states, exists, Our
Party of Labour has clearly defined the mission, the role
and character of the army of the state of the dictator-
ship of the proletariat. In this field, it has clashed with
various bourgebis-revisionist views on the army, it has
resolutely fought against anti-Marxist theorizations as well

" as the pressure to build, educate and train our army

according to foreign models. The Party has always been
vigilant and consistently waged the class struggle against
all the enemies who have tried to distort its military
line.

The Party uncovered and smashed Koci Xoxe’s gang
which tried by all manner and means to disarm the peo-
ple who had waged the Anti-fascist National Liberation
War, and to place our army under the command of the
Yuvgoslav revisionists. Koci Xoxe wanted to liquidate the
Party in the army and substitute its role for that of the
organs of state security.

The Party has waged another major fight against the
views and activily of the plotters Beqir Balluku, Petrit
Dume and Hito Cako, who in a conscious manner and
with definite hostile aims sought to bring about the de-
generation of the army, in order to stage a counter-
revolutionary overthrow in our country. For this purpose
they tried to undermine the implementation of the revo-
lutionary measures of our Party in the army, displace the
Party from the leadership of the army, replace our revo-
lutionary military art with a revisionist military art, in
general, sabotage the defence of the Homeland. These
enemies not only drew inspiration from the ideology of
the revisionists, but were also linked with the revisionist
states, in whose service they had placed themselves.

The Party with Comrade Enver Hoxha at the head,
the people and the army smashed and condemned these
traitors, saved the Homeland and socialism from a great
danger. The liquidation of the group of Beqir Balluku,
Petrit Dume and Hito Cako and the application of the
revolutionary broom to their hostile activily in the army,
further revolutionized our army, all the structures of our
defence, strengthened the leading role of the Party, the
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Marxist-Leninist education and training of the entire
people.

The Party has continuously fought for the popular spi-
rit and traditions of the partisan army to be strengthened
in our army, for close links to be established between
the cadres and soldiers and between the entire army and
the people.

A characteristic of our army is not imposed disci-
pline, but conscious discipline which stems from the under-
standing of the lofty and noble task and mission of our
soldier and officer, of every member of our armed for-
ces. No other army of the weorld has such broad demo-
cracy as that which exists in cur People’s Army, which
goes as far as the contrcl by the mass of the soldiers on
the training, economic activity, the cadres, commands and
staffs. The soldier of our People’s Army has his persona-
lity and dignity which nobedy can impair, he has his
say and makes himself heard about all problems. Our
democracy does not in the least infringe the discipline,
the compactness and strength of our army.

Our People’s Army is outstanding for its lofty moral
qualities and its healthy communist education. It preser-
ves and develops the best patriotic and militant tradi-
tions of the people and partisan army, which give it
vigour and vitality, valiance and courage. With our sol-
diers and officers, the Party cultivates and tempers ardent
love for the people and the freedom of the Homeland,
boundless devotion to the cause of the Party and com-
munism, deep hatred of enemies and traitors.

The Party also looks upon the army as a great school
for the education of the entire new generation of the
country. Not only does it prepare and train the young
people militarily, develop them physically, but it also
forms them politically and ideologically, educates them
with love of order, discipline and work.

The Party has stressed that the defence of the Ho-
meland is a duty above all duties, a great concern of the
entire people, for the Homeland is not defended by the
regular army alone, but by the entire people. In the
People’s Socialist Republic of Albania the army is consti-
iuted by the entire people. Soldiers, officers and regular
detachments constitute only a small part of our great
People’s Army. Our entire people, militarily organized,
armed and ftrained, always on the alert and ready to
defend their Homeland, are genuine, permanent guards,
in constant combat readiness.

This is a great victory which our people led by their
heroic Party of Labour have achieved. For the first time

in history Lenin’s saying that, «all soldiers should be ci-
tizens and ail citizens soldiers capable of using arms»,
has found its implementation in our country.

A regular standing army shut up in barracks and
isolated from the people is the characteristic of the bour-
geois and revisionist countries, The bourgeoisie sees to
it that the army is kept as much isolated from the peo-
ple as possible, as far from the worries and problems
of the people’s masses as possible, it tries by all manner
and means to manipulate it ideologically and psychologi-
cally, and train it militarily to turn it into a tool to achieve
its domination.

Our Party bases the defence of the Homeland, freedom
and independence on the Marxist-Leninist principle of
self-reliance. This principle is a general law, and not a
temporary policy of changing circumstances. The very fact
that our people are building socialism and defending the
Homeland in the conditions of a savage imperialist-revi-
sionist encirclement makes the implementation of this
principle a vital necessity. The Party has implanted this
correet line deep in the consciousness of every one. The-
refore, with us, everybody, young or old, soldier or
worker, thinks and works for the defence of the Home-
land, keeping the pickaxe in one hand and the rifle
in the other. Relying on their own forces, our people
have achieved brilliant results in all fields of activity.
Qur experience rejects the bourgeois-revisionist concept
that a people small in numbers and a small counfry
cannot live free and independent, and build socialism
without economically, politically and militarily relying
on a great state. It shows that the defence of the Ho-
meland can be secured even without placing oneself under
the umbrella of the great powers and without partici-
pating in military pacts and alliances with the jmpe-
rialist and revisionist states. Our people liberated them-
selves and their couniry without the presence of the
armies of the anti-fascist coalition on their territory.
Life proves that the superpowers and all the imperialists
and revisionists are never inferested in and have never
fought for the defence, the freedom and independence of
the peoples of other countries, but have constantly tried
to subjugate them and turn them into tokens to be bar-
tered.

The question of the defence of the Homeland, of na-
tional freedom and sovereignty, of the preservation of
the independent position of the state in all fields, is of
special importance in the conditions of the present-day
development, when the imperialist superpowers are mak-
ing all efforts to dominate the peoples, while the bour-
geois ideologists, the reactionary theories, try to back
up and justify these actions, to perpetuate imperialist
domination,
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Our Party has resolutely rejected the reactionary
theeries which 1look upon national sovereignty as an
outdated concept, as a source of feuds and wars. Like-
wise, it has exposed the notorious theory of <«limited
sovereignty» propounded by the Soviet revisionists, a
theory which ftries to justify Soviet socialimperialist rule
in other countries. The presence of foreign {roops, be it
under the guise of the socalled «army of the socialist
country», is tantamount to actual occupation, loss of free-
dem and national independence.

One of the main sources of the strength and invin-
cibility of our socialist Homeland has been and remains
thhe steel-like unity of the people around the Party, which
has successfully coped with the incessant threats, pres-
sures and plots of the imperialist and revisionist ene-
mies. The Party and the interests of the Homeland de-
mand that we strengthen this unity ever more, because it
censtitutes the decisive conditions for the triumph of
the revolution, the construction of socialist society and
the defence of the Homeland. Therefore we must always
keep our revolutionary vigilance high against the efforts
of the infernal and external enemies, wage the class
siruggle on the correct road, consistently implement the
orientations and directives of the Party and the teach-
ings of Comrade Enver Hoxha in order to fight against
liberalism, sectarianism and other alien manifestations
which encroach upon the unity of our people around
the Party.

The defence of our country is closely linked with the
economy, with its allround development. It is part and
parcel of all the work of our people for the consiruction
of socialism, of all the activity of the Party and state.
There can never be a strong defence without a strong
evonomy. The better state plans are fulfilled, the more
production is increased, the more the economy is streng-
thened, the stronger and the more invincible the defence
of the Homeland becomes. Therefore the work and
struggle for the sirengthening of the defence capacity of
the country is not limifed to military readiness and
training alone, you must also work and produce with
high productivity and quality, with proletarian discipli-
re and sense of duty, under a sirict savings’ regime.

The Party of Labour of Albania has worked out peo-
ple’s military art, which is based on the Marxist-Leninist
theory, revolutionary milifary science, the experience of
the Anti-fascist National Liberation War of our people
and the revolutionary wars of other peoples. It has faith-
fully implemenfed the teachings of Marx, Engels, Lenin
ard Stalin to the effect that, when setting up a new
army, the proletariat must work out a new military
method and art, a new military science which must
correspond to the new social relations and the new state
organization. Our people’s military art suplies a scienti-
fic answer to the fask of the defence of the Homeland,
the concrete conditions of the special present-day reality
ef our country, the principle of complete self-reliance and
the demands of the people’s war,
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It is based on the principle that not even one span
of our soil should be given up to the enemy. Young and
old are being trained in our country for this purpose, Our
socialist country has taken all the measures so that
Albania is never caught unprepared and unawares.

Comrades,

The ceaseless strengthening of the defence of the
country is closely linked with the situations which are
developing in the world today, with the dangers and
threats menacing the freedom and independence of the
peoples from the aggressive and expansionist policy of im-
perialism, socialimperialism and their allies.

Prompted by their thirst for the domination and
exploitation of the whole world, the United States of
America and the Soviet Union are frenziedly compet-
ing with each other to extend and expand their spheres of
influence, to set up new strategic military bases and
bridgeheads of aggression, to control sources of primary
raw materials and world markets, to hitch countries and
peoples to their war chariots. In different areas they
have stirred up armed conflicts and set up new centres
of tension which threaten to be transformed into great

"wars and set the entire world ablaze. The American im-

perialists and Soviet socialimperialists represent today the
two main pillars of the blood-thirsty imperialist system,
the greatest exploiters of the peoples, the supporters of
the counterrevolutionary and reactionary forces in all
countries. Their strategic aim, which they try to further
by all manner, is to strangle the revolution and the li-
beration wars of the peoples, to destroy socialism, to
perpetuate the capitalist system and colonialist rule.

A result of this expansionist policy is the situnation in
the Middle East, where the Arab people have been rob-
bed of their land and wealth, where the Palestinian people
have been denied the right to have a country, where
Israel, this Ioyal gangster of American imperialism, is
trampling underfoot the sacred rights of the Palestinian
people and the other Arab peoples with unexampled ar-
rogance and brutality.

The superpowers have taken the fire of war to the
entire African continent. With {their intervention and
at{ their instigation, various African countries have been
incited against one another, and the blood of their long-
suffering peoples is being shed to further the interests of
foreigners.

Similarly dangerous and fraught with grave conse:
quences is the situation in the Far East where the su-
perpowers have stirred up various conflicts, like that be-
tween Vietnam and Cambodia.

Typical manifestations of the imperialist policy of the
superpowers are the headlong arms race, which has as-
sumed colossal proportions, and the arms’ trade, which is
one of the greatest sources of superprofits for the impe-
rialists and socialimperialists.

At present, efforts are being stepped up to streng-
then the military blocs and to expand their aggressive
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and counterrevolutionary activity, to set in motion all the
organisms and instruments of war which the superpo -
wers master. US imperialism and Soviet socialimperialism,
along with their aggressive blocs of NATO and the War-
saw Treaty, keep up large military forces. For purposes
6f menace and blackmail, they carry constant and va-
ricus spiels and manceuvres close fo the borders of other
states, while their naval fleets and air forces, stationed in
various areas of the world, patrol and stage demonstra-
tions of force in order to intimidate the various peoples
and couniries. At the same time, suspicious agreements
and alliances are being struck up, behind which are hid-
den new dangers and plots against peace and the security
of the peoples. All this indicates that the two imperialisi
superpowers are feverishly preparing to hurl the world
into a new slaughter.

The international situation is made even more troubl-
ed by the deep and aliround political, economic and fi-
paneial crisis which has the capitalist-revisionist world ia
its grip. This crisis, which has caused a slump in pro-
duction, increased iunflation and millions of unem-
prioyed, has further aggravated the situation of the broad
masses of working people. Finding no other way out, the
imperialist and world capitalism seek their salvation in
the militarization of the econemy and the stepping up of
the further exploitation of working pecple. At the same
time, they have intensified their expansion to the other
countries in order to plunder even more of their raw ma-
terials and to preserve the monopoly trade.

In these conditions, our Party, as always, exposes
with all ifs forces the plans of American imperialism,
Soviet socialimperialism, the bourgeois, revisionist and op-
portunist theories which try to justify the preparations
for a new war. It works with all its forces to further
increase the vigilance and combat readiness of the peo-
ble, t¢ sirengthen the economy in an allround manner, so
as to be able to face up to any danger. We know full
well that our country, which is successfully building so-
cialism, which submits to no foreign dictate or arbi-
trariness, which energetically and fearlessly exposes the
aggressive policy of the imperialist superpowers and their
tools, is an eyesorec to many enemies.
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In the werld today unrestrained demagogy is being
conducted from all quariers to cover up the dangerous
plans and plots, which are being hatched up against the
freedom and independence of the peoples, as well as to
embellish and varnish the hegemonic policy of imperiai-
ism, socialimperialism and the international bourgeoisie,
The US imperialists and the Soviet socialimperialists are
raising a deafening clamour to publicize their alleged de-
sire to ease tension, to carry out general disarmament,
to assist the other couniries to emerge from poverty, to
restrict arms trade, to set up aiomic free areas, to redu-
ce troops in Europe, etc. The aim of all this is to lull
the vigilance of the peoples to sieep, to encourage illu-
sions and hopes, to open the road for expansion and ag-
gression, to keep the people always oppressed and under
their domination.

The policy of the superpowers, the efforts of the bour-
geoisie and reaction to preserve their oppression and ex-
ploitation of the masses of working people come up
against the resistance and the fight of the peoples, of the
revolutionary and progressive forces of the world. They
oppese the dictate and intervention of the great powers
in their internal affairs, they fight to defend their na-
tional sovereignty and assets. The peoples are waking up
to the dangers threatening them from the war-monger-
ing plans of the superpowers and rejecting the imperialist
and revisionist demagogy which seeks to deceive them.

Our people and Party have supported and will go on
supporting the revolutionary and liberation struggles of
the peoples, they have been and will always be in solida~
rity with all those who fight for the freedom and inde-
pendence eof their countries, against imperialism, social-
imperialism and reaction. The masses of our working
pecple condemn any national oppression and capitalist ex-
ploitation, whatever the mask they put on, or the form
under which they appear, they are against any racial
discrimination and discriminatory policy. Our people are
confident that, grave as the situation may be, savage and
dangerous as the intrigues of the imperialists, the revi-
sionists and oportunists may be, the cause of the revo-
lution, of the freedom of the peoples and socialism will
triumph.
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EAGUE OF PRIZREN

ory of the Albanian people

This June the Albanian people duly
commemorated one of the most mark-
ed events in their ancient history, the
Albanian League of Prizren.

One hundred vyears ago, when Al~
bania was still suffering under the
savage domination of the Ottoman
Empire, the «Albanian League» was
founded in the town of Prizren, which
today is part of the Autonomous So-
cialist Province of Kosova in Yugo-
slavia. It included in its ranks re-
presentatives from the different regi-
ons of Albania and the different stra-
ta of the population.

The Albanian League of Prizren was
founded wunder the auspices of the
«Central Committee for the Defence
of the Rights of the Albanian Natio-
nality», which had been set up in Is-
tanbul in 1877 to secure the autonomy
of Albania, the uniting of the Alba-
nian people as a separate nation, and
the defence of the Albanian territories
from the greedy desires of the neigh-
bouring chauvinists, who, taking ad-
vantage of the defeat of the Ottoman
Empire in the Russian-Turkish War,
1876-1877, and with the backing of
the Great Powers, wanted to extend
their domination into the territories
inhabited by Albanians.

The founding of the League was the
outcome of the powerful outburst of
the mass heroism of the people, which
became a reliable support for all its
activity.

Comrade Mehmet Shehu addressing

the rally organized on the occasion

of the burial of the remains

of the brothers Abdyl and Naim Frashéri
in Tirana. Comrade ENVER HOXHA

and other leaders of the Party

and State were also present on the tribune.
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From 1878 to 1881 under the leader-
ship of the Albanian League of Priz-
ren, which was transformed, later,
into a Provisional Government, for
three successive years of legendary
battles which will be remembered
throughout history, the Albanian peo-
ple, displaying incredible heroism, de-
fended the territories of Albania,
which the Great Powers, in mnegotiat-
ing the Treaty of San Stefano with the
Sublime Porte of Istanbul and at the
Congress of Berlin, had decided to
hand over to meighbouring states.

In 1881, however, the Albanian
League of Prizren was savagely sup-
pressed through the coordinated ef-
forts of the Great Powers, the Ot-
toman Empire, and the mneighbouring
Balkan states. As a result a large part
of the Albanian regions were torn
away from the mnational territory. Al-
though put down with fire and steel,
the Albanian League of Prizren left
an indelible imprint on the Albanian
people, and its platform remained the
basis of our whole national movement
until the proclamation of the inde-
pendence of the country on November
28, 1912.

In commemorating this important
event in their history, the Albanian
people remembered with wveneration
their finest sons and daughters, who
gave their lives for the freedom of Al-
bania and the inviolability of its te-
rritories in those stormy vyears; they
commemorated the organizers and
leaders of this movement who gave
their all for the good of the Homeland,
the valiant commanders who led the
legendary battles and inspired all the
Albanian patriots in the fight by their
personal example.

On the eve of the centenary of the
founding of the League, the Presi-
dium of the People’s Assembly, on the
proposal of the Political Bureau of
the Central Committee of the Party
of Labour of Albania, made post-
humous awards of the high order of
People’s Hero to the organizer and
ideologist of the Albanian League of
Prizren, Abdyl Frashéri, the wvaliant

and undaunted commander of the
armed forces of the League, Sulejman
Vokshi, and the wvaliant fighter Mic
Sokoli, who blocked the muzzle of a
Turkish field-gun with his own chest
in order to enable his forces to ad-
vance.

Tens of other patriots were decorat-
ed with orders and medals for their
political activity and dauntless strug-
gle.

On june 10, in the Opera and Ballet
Theatre in Tirana, a commemorative
meeting was organized dedicated to
the centenary of the founding of the
Albanian League of Prizren. Taking
part were people from work and pro-
duction centres, relatives of martyrs
fallen in the wars for the liberation
of the Homeland, veteran patriots from
all parts of the country, working peo-
ple of the central departments and
institutions, working  people of art,
culture and science, leaders of mass
organizations and others. Also taking
part in the meeting were the First
Secretary of the Central Committee of
the PLA, Enver Hoxha, the President
of the Presidium of the People’s As-
sembly, Haxhi Lleshi, the Chairman of
the Council of Ministers, Mehmet
Shehu, and other Party and State
leaders.

Also in attendance were a group
of scientists from the Autonomous So-
cialist Province of Kosova, Kosova pa-
triots, citizens of Albanian origin from
Turkey, as well as compatriots from
the USA, France, Argentine, Rumania,
and Austria. The meeting was attend-
ed also by a delegation of the Com-
munist Party of Spain (Marxist-Lenin-
ist) which was visiting Albania on the
invitation of the Central Committee
of the Party of Labour of Albania.

The meeting was declared open by
the President of the Presidium of the
People’s Assembly, Haxhi Lleshi. The
commemorating address, which was
heard with great interest, was deliver-
ed by the Member of the Political Bu-~
reau and Secretary of the Central
Committee of the PLA, Vice-Chair-
man of the General Council of the De-

ALBANIA TODAY

mocratic Front of Albania, Ramiz Alia.

Finally, a concert with patriotic re-
volutionary items was performed for
the participants.

In the context of the centenary of
the Albanian League of Prizren,
through the good offices of the Govern-
ment of the PSR of Albania, the re-
mains of the organizer and ideologist
of the League, Abdyl Frashéri, were
brought back to the Homeland from
Turkey. Together with the remains of
his brother, Naim Frashéri, our mna-
tional poet, who with his writings, has
educated and inspired entire genera-
tions of fighters and patriots with the
feeling of love of the Homeland and
the Albanian language, they were
placed in the tomb of the Frashéri
family, in one of the most beautiful
places of the capital.

On this occasion, on the 1Ith of
June, a mass rally was organized in
Tirana with the participation of more
than 100,000 people. Among them were
delegations from all over the country,
representatives from Kosova and from
the colonies of Albanians outside the
Homeland, as well as Emin Ereri, the
grandson of the distinguished Albanian
scholar and patriot, the third of the
Frashéri brothers, Sami.

In the central square of the capital,
where the coffins with the remains of
Abdyl and Naim Frashéri were borne
on two gun carriages, the Member of
the Political Bureau of the Central
Committee of the Party and Chairman
of the Council of Ministers of the PSR
of Albania, Mehmet Shehu, addressed
the rally.

His speech was heard with great in-
terest and attention.

Then, the participants, including the
First Secretary of the Central Com-
mittee of the PLA, Enver Hoxha, the
President of the Presidium of the Peo-
ple’s Assembly, Haxhi Lleshi, the
Chairman of the Council of Ministers,
Mehmet Shehu, other Party and State
leaders, foreign guests, and delegations
from all over the country, followed
on foot behind the coffins along the
Boulevard «Déshmorét e Kombit» and
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climbed the hills to the south of the
capital, where the tomb of the Fra-
shért family stands among the trees.
After the burial ceremony scores of
wreaths were piled high on the graves,
which are surmounted by the busts of
the three brothers, Abdyl, Naim and
Sami Frashéri. Among the many
wreaths was that of the CC of the
PLA which was placed by Comrades
Enver Hoxha and Mehmet Shehu.

Also on the 11th of June, in one of
the halls of the Palace of Culture,
the exhibition «The Albanian League
of Prizren, 1878-1881» was opened. At
the ceremony opening the exhibition,
which was attended by many leaders
of the Party and State, the opening
speech was made by Prof. Aleks Buda,
Chairman of the Academy of Sciences
of the PSR of Albania.

On the same night of the 11th of
June the People’s Theatre staged the
drama «Besa e Madhe» (The Great
Oath), with a theme from the years
of the heroic struggle which the Alba-
nian people waged under the leader-
ship of the Albanian League of Priz-
ren.

The National Conference of Studies
on the Albanian League of Prizren,
organized by the Academy of Sciences
of the PSR of Albania in collaboration
with the University of Tirana, was
held in Tirana from 12th to 15th
of June.

The First Secretary of the Central
Committee of the PLA, Enver Hoxha,
the President of the Presidium of the
People’s Assembly, Haxhi Lleshi, the
Chairman of the Council of Ministers,
Mehmet Shehu, other Party and State
leaders, attended the opening day of
the Conference.

Taking part in the proceedings of
the Conference were working people
from all over the country as well as
the group of scientists from the Auto-
nomous Socialist Province of Kosova,
headed by the Academician Ali Hidri,
the Arbéresh professor Francesco So-
lano, head of the chair of the Alba-
nian language at the University of
Cosenza, the historian and publicist

from Turkey Nexhip Alpani, the pro-
fessor from Bulgaria Nikolaj Todorov,
president of the International Society
of Studies for the South Eastern Eu-
rope, the professor from Rumania Mi-
hail Berza, the professors from France,
George Castelan, Christian Gutte and

Alain Duselier, the professor from the
German Federal Republic Klaus Delev

Grothussen, as well as a group of Ko-
sova people related to the families of
the fighters who participated in the
events of the Albanian League of Priz-
ren, citizens of Albanian origin from
Turkey and compatriots from the USA,
France, Argentine, Rumania and Au-
stria.

The Conference was declared open
by the Minister of Education and Cul-
ture, Tefta Cami.

The reports, «The Albanian League
of Prizren and its Historical Roots»
by the President of the ‘Academy of
Sciences Prof. Aleks Buda, «The Al-
banian League of Prizren and its
Struggle for National Liberation and
Unification» by Prof. Stefanaq Pollo,
Director of the Institute of History
at the Academy of Sciences, «The Al-
banian League for the Defence of the
Rights of the Nation in the Years of
the Eastern Crisis» by Prof. Arben
Puto, «The Albanian League of Priz-
ren as a Cultural Factor in the Natio-
by Prof. Alfred
delivered at the Confe-

nal Renaissance»
Ui,
rence.

were

The reports and papers make a pe-
Ders on wvarious aspects of the acti-
vity of the League, including also
those read by the foreign guests. To
this number must be added another
seventy-five papers which were read
to the scientific sessions organized in
the regions of Kukés, Gjirokastra, Di-
bra, Shkodra, and Korca.

Prof. Aleks Buda, President of the
Academy of Sciences of the PSR of
Albania, declared the Conference clos-
ed, among other things saying:

The reports and papers make a pe-
netrating analysis of the political stra-
tegy and tactic of the Albanian League,
bringing into relief the complicated
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and contradictory conditions existing
under the Eastern Crisis of the 70’s
of the 19th century, when the question
of the destiny of the Albanian nation
was raised with particular strength.
In those conditions the Albanian
defined three fundamental
tasks: recognition of the Albanian na-
tion as one and indivisible, the pre-
servation of the inviolability and in-
tegrity of its territories and their uni-
fication into one autonomous or inde-
pendent mnational state, these being
tasks which constituted three tasks
inseparable from one another, and the
realization of which would meet one
legitimate, objective and subjective, de-
mand of the development of the Alba-
nian society.

League

From the work and proceedings of
the Conference it emerged with greater
clarity that the Albanian League oc-
cupies an important 7place in the
Eastern Crisis of the period 1875-
1881. A complete picture and an ac-
curate understanding of the Eastern
Question, as the greatest question of
diplomacy in the last quarter of the
19th century and the beginning of the
20th century, cannot be conceived ex-
cept on the basis of a new evaluation
of the Albanian League of Prizren, of
our mnational movement in general.
The question here is about an evalua-
tion which confronts the simplist treat-
ment of this question by the old bour-
geois historiography, which is guided
by formal juridical considerations to
negate the existence of an Albanian
question as early as that historical pe-
riod. The diplomatic aspect of the Al-
banian League, is, likewise, important
to the completing of the picture of the
scope of the activity of the League,
as a many-sided and complex acti-
vity, which according to an expres-
sion by Comrade Enver Hoxha, is
characterized by «one single line, the

line of the political thinking and
revolutionary action, always in de-
velopment and  ascendant, which

have had as their objective the freedom
of the Homeland, its complete and
territorially unviolated independence».



THE WORK OF OUR MEN
OF RENAISSANCE LIVES O
IN NEW SOCIALIST ALBAN

Dear comrades,
Dear brothers and sisiers, Citizens of Tirans,

This day is a marked day for the Albanian people,
for us who live on the beloved soil of the People’s So-
cialist Republic of Albania and for our Albanian brothers
beyond the borders of the Homeland.

On the occasion of the jubilee of the centenary of the
Albanian League of Prizren, we extend our ardeni greei-
ings to all our Albanian brothers in Kosova, Macedonia,
Montienegro, and all other regions, wherever they live,

After almost a century in foreign soil, mow, on the
great jubilee of the centenary of the Albanian League of
Prizren, the remains of one of the most glorious sons
of the Albanian people, the great patriot and fighter,
Abdyl Frashéri, have been brought back and will rest
forever in the free and flowering land of Mother Alba-
nia, in our sacred soil, here, in the capital of our Home-
land, together with the remains of the great poei, the fiery
hearted patriot, «the Nightingale of Albania», the immortal
Naim.

It is an honour and duty for our generation to show the
greatest respect for the glorious patriots of our National
Renalssance who did so much for the freedom of our peo-
ple and of the Homeland, among whom the Frashéri
brothers: Abdyl, Naim and Sami, shine like perpetual fiery
stars.

The Party of Labour of Albania is the loyal bearer of
the banner of the men of our Renaissance. It is the Party
which rafsed this banner to the highest peaks, in the
bloody battles of the most glorious epic of the Albanian
people, in the National Liberation War and the people’s
revolution, for the liberation of the Homeland from any
kind of bondage and oppression, and now in the unexam-
pled struggle, waged under siege and blockade, for the
consiruction of socialism and communism.

The great dreams of the patriots of our National Re-
nalssance became a reality thanks to the correct leader-
ship of our heroic Party, with its glorious founder and
leader, Comrade Enver Hoxha at the head, and thanks to
the blood and sweat of our people. And what has been
achieved in socialist Albania is a thousand times greater

MEHMET SHEHU — Member of the Political Bureau of
the CC of the PLA, Chairman of the Council of Ministers
of the PSRA. Speech delivered at the mass rally organiz-
ed to honour the memory and work of Abdyl and Naim
Frashéri (Tirana, June 11, 1978).

than these greai and immortal pairiots ever dreamed of.
The Albania of Scanderbeg and of the men of gur National
Renaissance, the long-suffering Albania of centuries of
wars, with its soil drenched with the blood of its own
people, the socialist Albania of the generation of
Enver Hoxha, is marching today with the head hold high
and with militant{ step on the high road to socialism and
commuuism, in struggle against all ils enemies, the ene-
mies of all mankind, against imperialism and socialimpe-
rialism, against revisicnism and world reaction, and there
is no force on earth which ean block this friumphant re-
volutionary march and bring it to a halt.

Abdyl and Naim were two of the most brilliant figures
of our National Renaissance, of that revolutionary demo-
cratic epech of great importance in the history of thie Al-
banian pesple, which marked the emergence of our nation
from mediaeval darkness — feudal and imperiallst — on
to the broad road of the armed uprising of the Albanian
peopie for freedom and independence, democracy, light
and education.

The men of the Albanian Renaissance were «outstand-
ing people of progressive ideas, courageous, revolutionary
{itluminists, with a great and ardent love for their coun-
try», they were great thinkers and fighters with pen and
rifle, talented organizers and diplomats. They inscribed on
their banner the unity of the whole people in the strqggle
for the freedom, national independence and territorial uni-
fication of Albania, for Albania’s democratic social pro-
gress. Their line was the line of a blow for blow strug-
gle against all the enemies of Albania with werds and the
pen, with organization and politics, with rifle and upris-
ing, for the salvation of the Homeland, for the freedom
of the people, for democracy and progress.

Like all the genuine patriots of the past, from the
time of our national hero, the great Scanderbeg, our men
ot the Renaissance, were not Individual «heroes», but a
whole pleiad of the true sons of the people, bearesrz of
the finest wvirtues of the people, linked like fiesh to bo-
ne with the people, champions of the loftiest interests
of the people, of their spirit of unyielding resistance to
sny enemy, of their boundless leve of couniry, militant
determination and exemplary vitality. Such were Abdyl,
Naim and Sami, Naum Veqilharxhi and Zef Jubani, Jani

[
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Vreto and Kostandin Kristoforidhi, Pashke Vasa and Je-
ronim de Rada, Koto Hoxhi and Hasan Tahsini, Zija
Prishtina and scores of other distinguished patriots and
fighters of the Renaissance, whom our people remember
with profound love and respect. Glory through the centu-
ries to the immortal men of our Renaissance!

Its profoundly political and liberation character, its
pronounced popular and democratic content, its reliance
on the inexhaustible strength of the people, its revolu-
tionary method of struggle — the armed wuprising, as
the main way to attain the national objectives, its chan-
nelling of all the efforts for the development of the
nstional language and culture into this majn stream as
a means of awakening the masses of the people and rais-
ing them in the liberation armed struggle — these consti-
tute some of the fundamental distinguishing features of
the great movement whick is known a3 «the Albanian
Nsational Renaissancer.

These fundamental features characterize the whole
activity of the Albanian League of Prizren, founded on
June 10, 1878, which represents a glorious culminating
momen$ in the epoch of our National Renaissance. The
Albanian League of Prizren was the product and the di-
rect continuation of the previous efforts made by the Al-
banian people for freedom and independence. It constita-
tes a brilliant epic in the unbroken chain of the herole
struggles 'waged through the centuries by our indomitable
insurgent people, who «blazed their trail through history
sword in hand», always keeping undiminished their burn-
ing desire for freedom, for living masters in their own
land, for their rich language, their brilliant traditions,
their fine customs, and their own inviolable individua-
lity.

The Albanian League of Prizren fought with all its
might to make a reality of the fundamental objectives of
the national movement of the Albanian people: for re-
cognition of the Albanian nation and unification of all
the Albanian territories in a free state, to win the right
te national autonomy from the Ottoman rule, and to
present the partitioning of Albania by the Great Power;
of Europe and the rabid chauvinists of the Balkans.

The League of Prizren and the Albanian pecple, who
united around it in all the regions of our couniry, did

not submit to pressure, blackmail and violence by the im-
perialist Great Powers, but with unprecedented courage
and bravery, rose in revoli and, arms in hand, opposed
the Ofttoman occupiers, the ill-famed Treaty of San Ste-
fano of the year 1878 and the anti-Albanian decisions of
the Congress of Berlin of the same year on the partition-
ing of Albania. The League of Prizren and the Albanian
people fought with courage and heroism against the vile
chauvinistic alms of the neighbouring Balkan monarchies
and thelr barbarous attacks on the Albanian regions.

The battles fought by the forces of the armed people
under the League of Prizren, such as the battle against
Mehmet All Pasha at Gjakova, or the glorious battles ia
defence of the Albanian territory at Plava and Gucia,
Hot, Gruda and Ulgin, the bloody battle of Shtimje, and
countiess others, which continued for three years on end,
and in which our people, with their spirit of mass he-
roism, wrote one of the most glorious pages in the history
of their strivings for their freedom, their land and their
country, will remain unforgettable through the centuries.

The League of Prizren grew into a general national
movement which Included the efforts and the struggle ot
our people in all the regions where the Albanians consti-
tuted a compact whole and the majority of the popula-
tion, in the four vilayeis of that time, Shkodra, Kosova,
Manastir, and Janina. It was not fortuituous that Abdyl
Frashéri and his fellow-fighters chose Prizren as the cen-
tre of the League of the Albanians. Legendary Kosova
has always been a centre of ardent Albanian patriotism,
like all the regions of Albania in the South and in the
North, in the West and in the East. Branches of the Al-
banian League were set up everywhere, while in the li-
berated regions they replaced the Oitoman administra-
tion with an Albanian administration, and the people,
without distinction of religion and region, were all unit-
ed under the banner of the League.

This just, profoundly popular struggle, which was cha-
racterized by the aclive mobilization of all the creative
energles of the broad masses of our people, their ardent
patriotism, and their spirit of mass heroism, brought forth
such outstanding political, and military leaders and per-
sonalities of our nasional culfure as Abdyl Frashéri, Su-
lejman Vokshi, Ymer Prizreni, Pashko Vaza, Thimi Mitko,
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Haxhi Zeka, Iljaz Dibra; it brought forth heroic fighters
and people’s leaders such as Mic Sokoli, Ali Ibra, Shuaip
Spahiu, Isuf Sokoli, Ramadan Zaskoci, Jakup Ferri, Odhi-
se Kasneci (Nesturi), and many others, whose memory
our people hold in deep respect.

The decision of the Presidium of the People’s Assem-
bly to award the title «Hero of the People» to the oui-
standing fighters of the Albanian League of Prizren, Abdyl
Frash@ri, Sulejman Vokshi and Mic Sokoli, as well as the
decoration of many other patriots of that period, is an ex-
pression of the high assessment which our Party and Peo-
ple’s State make of the heroic struggle which these grea!
patriots waged in the interests of the people and the Ho-
meland. It is the high assessment which the Party, the
People’s State and our people make of the League of Priz-
ren itself and its patriotic and revolutionary activity. Glory
to the fighters of the Albanian League of Prizren, who
fought with such courage and heroism for the freedom of
the people, for the Albanian land, for the Albanian nation!

Abdyl Frashéri was the political leader and the ideo-
logist of the Albanian League of Prizren, the keen-minded
diplomat who represented the League with dignity in the
foreign world and insistently defended the interests of
the Albanian nation before the Great Powers, against
the savage intentions of the Balkan chauvinists of carv-
ing up Albania. He was the soul of the League of Priz-
ren and its struggle. It was he who inspired and drafted
its program, and he fought as a tireless activist and
organized the League to put this militant, revolutionary
program into practice. As the principal and the most
consistent representative of the more progressive wing of
the League, Abdyl Frash&éri was the first to issue the call
to the people for the armed uprising, in defiance of the
Ottoman Empire and the Great Powers, only with the for-
ces of the people, in blow for blow struggle with all the
enemies, in order to win the autonomy of Albania from
Istanbul and against the partitioning of Albania by the
chauvinistic monarchies of the Balkans, with the support
of the imperialist Great Powers of Europe.

The Albanian people throughout our national territory
followed Abdyl Frashéri on the road of honour, because
the aspirations of this great patriot were the aspirations
of the people themselves, because the struggle which he
led expressed the loftiest interests of the Albanian people
and the Albanian nation.

The Ottoman occupiers condemned Abdyl Frashéri and
he rotted in prison, but he never yielded to them, and
the people kept him in their hearts and made him immor-
tal. Anfl again it is our people, with the glorious Party
of Labour at their head and masters of their own coun-
try, who today, have brought the remains of their un
forgettable son to rest for ever in our sacred soil, which
gave him birth and to which he dedicated his whole life.
The memory of the great revolutionary patriot, Abdyl
Frdshéri', will live forever!
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Today, while honouring the work and memory of Abdyl
Frashéri, the Albanian people bow with the greatest res-
pect, also, in memory of Abdyl’s brother and close co-
fighter, Naim. The immortal figure and work of Naim
Frashéri, this fiery — hearted fighter of our National Re-
naissance, who burned out his whole life in the service
of the Homeland and the people, will remain engraved
forever in the minds and hearts of the Albanian peopls.

Naim was an outstanding thinker who contributed seo
much to the development of our national culture. He is
our great national poet, who sang so sweetly to the Mo-
therland and the natural beauty of Albania, who sang
with such fire to the freedom and the indomitable pa-
triotic spirit of the Albanian people. Naim put his po-
werful talent and his magnificent literary work in the
service of the greatest and most sacred cause, the libe-
ration af the Homeland and the Albanian people. He was
not a poet of drawing-rooms and the mean and petty
world, he did not sing praises to Sultans and oppressors,
conquerors and blood-suckers, but he sang to the people
and their struggle for freedom, to the bravest of the
brave and our National Hero, who led our people in
thke epoch-making legendary struggle which bears his
name — Gjergj Kastrioti, Scanderbeg. Naim sang to the
pure spirit and feelings of our people, he sang to the
Albanian land, and its inspiring beauty. The work of
Naim was a progressive call to the people to revive thc
glerious traditions and virtues which have always cha-
racterized them, and to take up arms for the liberation
of the country from the foreign yoke.

Naim is the real founder of Albanian literary lan-
guage, of which he had a marked political concept as a
powerful barrier against the danger of foreign cultural
assimilation and as a keen weapon to awaken the na-
tional consciousness of our people in struggle against
their enslavement.

The light spread by Naim never died away, but con-
tinued to light the way of the fight for freedom, the road
of henour and progress, to the generations. His historic
work, as an inseparable part of the great spiritual trea-
sury of our people and a brilliant expression of his crea-
tive genius, lives on and is respected in the new socialist
Albania. The name and activity of the great Naim will
always be a torch blazing eternally in the land of Albania,

The great patriots and fighters of our National Re-
naissance did not live to see the fruit of their work. But,
their toil and the blood they shed were not in vain. The
sceds they sowed struck root and were embodied in the
efforts of the succeeding generations which, following in
the footsteps of their ancestors, kept the traditions of the
fight for freedom constantly alive.

The great uprisings of the years 1910-1912, the heroic
struggles and tireless patriotic activity of Ismail Qemali
and Luigj Gurakugi, Isa Boletini and Ded Gjo Luli,
Cerciz Topulli and Mihal Grameno, Hasan Prishtina and
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hundreds upon hundreds of others, which were crowned
with the historic victory of the proclamation of inde-
pendence on November 28,1912; the unrelenting strug-
gles of the Albanians against imperialist interventions
and invasions; the great peasant uprising of Haxhi Qamili
of the years 1914-1915; the glorious epic of Vlera of 1920;
the bourgeocis-democratic revolution of 1324; the siruggle
of revolutionary democrats like Avni Rusiemi, Bajram
Currl and their comrades, and of the communist groups,
against the tyrannical, anti-popular, anti-national and obs-
curantist regime of Ahmet Zogolli, the armed resistance
to the Italian fascist invasion of April 7,1939 — ail these
things are vivid historical proof that our people have ne-
ver laid down their arms and have never for a moment
ceased their struggle and efforts for national indepen-
dence and liberation.

Our heroic Party inherited, developed and raised these
gioricus revolutionary fighting traditions even higher in
the meost glorious epic of the many cenfuries of the
history of our people, the Anti-fascist National Liberation
War, and it embued them with a new content in its ua-
precedented struggle for the construction and defence of
socialism, for the triumph of Marxism-Leninism and ths
cause of the revolution and the liberation of the peoples.

Comrades,

The great men of our Renaissance, amongst whom the
Frashéri brothers were most outstanding, dreamed, thought,
strove, fought and dedicated their whole lives fo the good
of the Homeland, in order to see Albania, free, beautiful,
prospercus and advanced.

Sami Frashéri, the wise ideologist of our National Re-
naissance and the great scholar and philosopher of those
times, wrote the book «Albania, what it has been, what
it is, and what it will be». In it he spoke about an
Albania of the future, democratic and politically ad-
vanced which, according to him wouild be strong provided
it had the support of the people, about an Albania where
metals would be mined and processed, railroads would be
built and industry and skills developed, where the
swamps would be drained, the land would be irrigated
and agriculture, livestock-raising and fruit-growing would
advance. Sami wanted an Albania free from the darkness
of ignorance, where primary education would be compul-
sory and free of charge, and secondary schools and wuni-
versities would be opened, where the academy of scien-
ces, Institutes of study and printing presses would be sel
up, where the national arf{ and culture would develop,
where the woman would be liberated from the heavy
burden of backward customs and bondage under male do-
mination, and so on. He Issued the call that we must fight
for our rights, for the good of our nation, and said
that «whoever stands in our way and firies to stop our
advance on this sacred road, we must put aside, knock
him down, trample over, and go ahead... We must not
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be afrald of anything, must strive and never stop striv-
ing, till we attain what we want».

«Happy the man who will live to see her a lady»,
wrote Naim Frash@ri about Albania, expressing this ardeni
desire of all the patriots of our National Renalssance.
And here, today, thanks to the leadership of the Party
and the blood and sweat of the people, socialist Albania
has become a <«lady», and what a «lady«! She has be-
come «mistress in her own home», who enjoys the
respect of numerous friends throughout the world and
is not afraid of frenzied enemies. She has become a he-
roic fighter, clad In the red gown of socialism and ce-
munism, who is keeping a firm grip on the rifle and
the pick and forging ahead with youthful courage and
vigour on the road to the complete consiruction of so-
cialist society with her own sweat, and there is no force
on earth that cam stop her on this road. Glory through
the centuries %o our Party of Labour, which is the
worthy successor to the patrists of our National Renais-
sance, the bearer and consistent applier of the ideas and
teachings of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalir, loyal te
the end to the interests of the people, socialism and
communisin!

The men of cur National Renaissance dreamed of an
Albania liberated from the regressive and obscurantist
feudal order. Today, our Homeland is the country where
not only the remnanis of feudal relaiions, but also the
capitalist relations of exploitation of man by man have
been liquidated once and for all, and socialism, the most
progressive order knewn in human history, has triumphed
in both town and countryside,

In power here, and firm as granite, stands the dictater-
ship of the proletariat which guarantees the most com-
plete and genuine democracy for the bread masses ef
working people, with the werking class at the head, and
only for them, which ensures the never ceasing advance
cn the glorious road of the construction of socialism,
and defends the inierests of the pcople and socialism
from any enemy.

The great deed of the Party and people has turned
Albania into a socialist country, where there is only de-
velopment, prosperify, progress, social justice, work, edu-
cation, a happy and joyful life, and consistent struggle
for the compleie construction of socialist society and the
defence of socialism and the Homeland from all ene-
mies.

The happy life we enjoy in socialist Albania has been
achieved through great toil and efforts, through hereic
struggle and untiring work to overcome the countiess
difticulties, to cope with the savage imperialisi-revisionist
blockade, to foil ali the sinister plans of finternal and
external ememies. The great pressure of the deep econs-
mic and financial ecrisis of the capitalist and revisionist
world has had ne negative consequence or impact on our
socialist economy because the people, under the leader-
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ship of the Party, have put their backs into the consiruc-
tion of socialism, by relying on our own efforts.

Our socialist economy is sound and stable. Small so-
cialist Albania is the first country in the world without
taxes, the country which knows no crisis, unemployement,
or price rises, which has laid down in the Constitution
that it accepts no credits or «aid» from any capitalist and
revisionist state.

Our Party has created the new man of socialist so-
ciety with the proletarian world outlook and lofty moral
virtues, who thinks, works, fights and lives as a revolu-
tionary in order te build socialism, to cope with and
smash the hostile encirclement and blockade of imperial-
ism and revisionism, and to defend the Homeland. The
ceaseless march of our socialist revolution wiped the great
evil of religion and backward custems from our socialist
life, opened the doors of the scheols to the people, eman-
cipated the woman, opened broad prospects to the vigo-
rous outburst of the abilities and inexhaustible energies
of the working masses, with the working class at the
head.

The imperialist Great Powers and their chauvinistic
lackeys have not given up their ambitions in regard fto
Albania. Today these ambitions are of the same nature
as those of the time of the men of our National Renais-
sance, if not more savage and diabolical, though in new
conditions. The imperialist superpowers are leading the
world towards war, striving fo set Europe, the Balkans
and the entire world on fire. Modern revisionism has put
itself totally in the service of capitalism and imperialism.
The new opportunism, in fact, has become the most de-
voted ally of US imperialism and the most zealous sup-
porter of the most reactionary and fascist forces of the
world: US imperialism and Russian socialimperialism are
contending with each other for world domination. Their
clamour about détente is demagogy and a disguise. Today,
ithe skies are dark with thunder clouds hanging over
the peoples and continents.

But the world <«moves nevertheless»». It is moving
forward; the advance of the revolution does nof cease.
The peoples are understanding who are their friends and
who are their enemies. The struggle of the peoples for
liberation and against imperialism and neo-colonialism is
mounting. The genuine revolutionaries and Marxist-Le-
ninists are advancing in the teeth of the imperialist-revi-
sionist sterm, placing themselves at the head of the
proletariat and of the working masses in their compli-
cated and fierce struggle against the capitalist system,
which is growing old and cannot escape its death.

On the great front of this decisive struggle of the free-
dom-loving peoples, of the world proletariat, of the ge-
nuine revolutionaries and Marxist-Leninists, of all the
progressive forces against imperialism and socialimperial-
izm, against revisionism and opportunism, the People’s So-
cialist Republic of Albania, occupies a place of honour
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today, as an indemitabie fighter, which is determined to
remain loyal te the end to the cause of the freedom of
the peoples, the cause of the proletariai, Marxism-
Leninism, socialism and communism.

Loyally implementing the correct Marxist-Leninist line
of our heroic Party, in the struggle for the construction
of socialism and the defence of the Homeland, in the strug-
gle against all internal and external enemies, our people
have gained great experience. All the plots of the enemies
against socialist Albania have failed up till now and they
will fail in the fuiure, too. The guarantee of this is the
heroic ieadership of our Party with Comrade Enver Hoxha
at the head, the great vitality of our people and the
steel-like unity of the ranks of the Party around the Cen-
tral Committee, and the people around the Party. In the
face of this unity, every attempt of the enemy has been
smashed to smithereens., Any of owr external enemies
who underrates the strength of this unity and the deter-
mination of our Party and people never to separate thewr
words from their deeds, never to deviate in the slightesi
from the correot Marxist-Leninist line of our Party, is
making a grave error and so much the worse for him.

The great patriots and fighters, whoe fought for the
freedom and independence of our Homeland unspairingly,
yearned for a sitrong Albania, with a «name» in Europe
and the world. They evoked the glorious times of Scan-
derbeg. Pashko Vasa, that outstanding patriot of the Na-
tional Renaissance, whose remains have also been brought
home these days, wrote at that time, «A great lady you
have been, brave men called you mother». Now, the name
of Albania resounds and is heard with respect throughout
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the world. And this is thanks te the correct Marxist-
Leninist line of our Party of Labour in the revolution
and socialist construction, thanks to its consistent inter-
nationalist stand in support of the revolutionary move-
ment and freedom-loving peoples, thanks to the consistent
principled struggle it has always waged against interna-
tional imperialism and neo-colonialism, and first and fore-
most, against American imperialism and Soviet socialim-
perialism, against the forces of reaction, against modern
revisionism and opportunism of all hues.

Whenever the modern revisionists, enraged by the firm
Marxist-Leninist stand of the Party of Labour of Alba-
nia, have extended their ideological disagreements to the
sphere of state relations also, they have suffered defeat
and have covered themselves with shame, while Albania
lias always come out friumphant. The clearest example
of this is the reactionary activity of Nikita Khrushchev
against Albania. Nothing frightens us Albanian commun-
ists, or the Albanian people, because we are in the right,
in the proletarian, Marxist-Leninist right, which iz a
thousand times stronger than the imperialist-revisionist
blockade and encirclement, and the blackmail and the
threats of foreign enemies.

The history of our people is the history of their un-
ceasing struggles through the centuries against savage and
merciless enemies, who have oppressed and exploited
them, murdered and massacred them, in their attempits
to subjugate and liquidate them as a people and a nation.
But the enemies have never been able to achieve their
fiendish purpose. In the fire of those struggles, the lofty
virtues of our people, the revolutionary fighting {raditions
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which have made the Albanian people uncoquerable and
have aroused the sympathy and respect in all the freedom-
loving and progressive people of the world for the Alba-
nian people and their Hemeland, have been imbued in
them,

Our Party of Labour has blended these patriotic, revo-
lutionary fighting traditions of our forefathers together
with socialist patriotism, which has become a powerful
weapon for the education of the present generation and
the generations to come, in the struggle for the ceaseless
flowering of our socialist Homeland and its defence, in
the heroic struggle to overcome any enemy, any encir-
clement and blockade, te always uphold the name and
revolutionary honour of the Albanian people, the Party
of Labour of Albania and the People’s Socialist Republic
of Albania.

Glory to the fighters and heroes who sacrificed their
lives and shed their blood for Mother Albania and for
the good of the Albanian people!

Glory to the eternal memory of Abdyl Frashéri and
Naim Frashéri!

Long live our heroic people, the builders of socialism!

Long live our glorious Party and the beloved leader
of our Party and people, Comrade Enver Hoxha!

Glory to Marxism-Leninism!

About 100,000 working people of the capital

took part in the rally organized

in Skanderbeg Square in Tirana in the context

of the ceremony of the brurial

of the remains of the outstanding patriots

of Albanian national Renaissance,

the brothers Abdyl and Naim Frashéri. A view of the rally.




THE ALBANIAN LEAGUE
A BRILLIANT PAGE
OF OUR HISTORY WRITTE

Dear comrades,

Today, 100 years are complete since the Albanian Lea-
gue was founded in Prizren, it represents one of the most
ovistanding events in our glorious history. It was form-
ed in very complicated and critical situations when the
defence of the legitimate rights of the Albanian nation,
which had been trampled wunderfecof and were being
savagely violated by the Offoman rulers, was raised as
an urgent guestion, when the big imperialist poswers of
Europe and the chauvinist monarchics of the Balkans
were hatching up omincous plans for the seizure of Alba-
nian territories.

Today, with feelings of profound respect and grati-
tude we recall the hercic struggles and efforis of the
Albanian League of Prizren fer the freedom of the Ho-
meland and its unity as a national state, highly appre-
ciating the historic role and consequences of these efforts
for the creation of an Independent Albania. As Comrade
Enver Heoxha has put it, the road and struggle of the
Albanian patriots «was not an easy road, not the road
ot trickery and bending the knee, of fear of and submis-
sion fo the stronger, but the road of clashes with fero-
cious internal and external enemies, both open and dis-
guised, a road forced open by the people with keen po-
litical sightedness and maturity, with the pen and the
rifle in hand, with bloodshed and innumerable sacri-
fices.» (E. Hoxha, Works, Vel. 24, p. 7),

Teday, in celebrating the 100th anniversary of the
League of Prizren, this brilliant page of our history
written in bloed, we recall with profound respect and
honour, the heroism and sacrifices of all those who gave
their all for the national cause and who, in very diffi-
cult and complicated situations, fought with rare valour,
with rifle and pen and with everything possible for their
Mother Albania. We honour with gratitude the memo-
ry of the outstanding leaders who emerged from the
bosom of our people small in numbers but great in
courage, bravery and wisdom. The patriotism, courage
and wisdom of Abdyl Frashéri and Sulejman Vokshi,

RAMIZ ALIA — Member of the Political Bureau and
Secretary of the CC of the PLA, Vice-Chairman of the
General Council of the Democratic Front of Albania.
Speech on the centenary of the Albanian League of Priz-
ren (Tirana, June 10,1978)

Iliaz Dibra and Shuaip Spahiu, Ymer Prizreni and Mus-
tafa Tetova, Daut Borici, Filip Ceka, Selim Coba, Mihal
Harito, Petro Meksi, Dhimitér Kolea, Thimi Mitko, Meh-
met Ali Vrioni, Haxhi Zeka, Odhise Kasneci and other
men of those times originary from all the regions of Al-
bunia, who defended the Homeland in those critical cir-
cumstances, will remain a great example of patriotism
and devotion to the Homeland and people generation
after generation. The heroism of people’s ouistanding
fighters like Mic Sokoli and Ali Ibra, Isuf Sokoli and
Mehmet Beci, Mehmet Gjyli, Jakup Ferri, Ramadan
Zaskeci and many others who put their chests to the
muzzles of enemy guns, will always recall to the present
and future generations that nobody donated our people
their freedom which was won only with their own blood
and struggle.

Our people are commemorating the centenary of the
Albanian League of Prizren in freedom and independen-
ce, in unbreakable unity and linked like muscle to bome
with the Party of Labour. They are commemorating this
great historic event in their revived Homeland, masters
of the country and their own fate, when, guided by
their own Marxist-Leninist Party with Comrade
Fnver Hoxha at the head, they are building their new
life and making the Homeland bloom, when socialist Al-
bania is honoured and respected throughout the world.
They are commemorating this date amidst the drive at
work and great revolutionary enthusiasm to implement
the decisions of the 7th Congress of the Party in all
fields, to advance our industry and socialist agriculture,
education and culture, and to strengthen the defence of
the Homeland.

At this ocutstanding centenary of cur national history,
when we recall with pride the heroic struggle which the
generations of the past have waged for national libera-
tion and wunity, the siruggle which showed the world the
vitality and courage of the Albanian people, their defer-
mination to live free and independent, we send our
greetings to all patriotic Albanians wherever they may
e, our brothers of Kosova, Macedonia and Montenegro,
whe, as an inseparable part of the Albanian nation, are
part of its history through the centuries.



OF PRIZREN -

N IN BLOOD

In the history of our national movement, the Albanian
League of Prizren takes a most outstanding place and re-
presents an important stage of this movement. The
League of Prizren was the first political organization of
all Albania, set up within Albania, and which included
the whole country, an organization which had not only a
national ideological platform and a clearly defined poli-
tical program but also a state organization on a national
scale, its own army, and its own propaganda and cultural
apparatus. It acted as the sole representative of the whole
people, not only within the country but also in relation
with the outside world, foreign governments and interna-
tional organizations. If the other states did not accept it
formally, it compelled them to recognize it on the battle-
field and in diplomatic clashes. It is important that the
League of Prizren presented the question of the free-
dom and independence of Albania as an urgent question
demanding immediate solution, a problem which now, no
one could ignore. It challenged imperialist Europe and de-
monstirated to it that no oppression, no violence, no plot
or intrigue could turn the Albanian people from the road
on which they had set out.

At the time when a great peril threatened Albania,
the partitioning of its territories and the perpetuation of
foreign enslavement, the Ailbanian League of Prizren plac-
ed itself at the head of the whole people and began a
beroic struggle for the defence of the people’s rights. Its
program expressed the fundamental demands of the Al-
banian national movement: recognition of the Albanian
nation as an indivisible whole and respect for the prin-
ciple of nationality, the preservation of the inviolability
and integrity of the national lands and the unification
of the territories of Aibania in a single national state.

The struggle of the League to carry out this program
when Albania not only had no allies, but had many ene-
mies, was truly a heroic undertaking. Only their fiery pa-
triotism, their clarity of mind, their unflinching confiden-
ce in their forces, their spirit of revolt and their high
sense of national pride could rouse, as it did, the Alba-
nians to fight against «the Seven Kings».

As any important event in history, the League of
Prizren was no chance outburst, nor was it the result of
political junctures or the offspring of foreign diplomacy,
as some shallow or anti-Albanian historians claim it to
be. It was the natural result of the internal political,
economic and social development of Albania and had its
reots deep in the centuries-long struggle of our people
for freedom and independence. It did not grow on barren
soil, it was the continuation of the heroic resistance of
the Albanian people against the tremendous storms of his-
tory, it was the consequence of the active efforts of a
fully-formed nation which was fighting for the defence
of its vital interests.

When the Albanian League of Prizren was formed,
Albania had entered the fifth century of its Turkish bon-
dage, which had brought innumerable misfortunes and
sufferings upon the Albanian people. National oppression,
brutal feudal exploitation, the ignorance the foreign oc-
cupier kept our people in, the devastating wars of the
Ottoman Empire, insecurity and anarchy had become un-
endurable. The shaking-off of the foreign yoke was the
most pressing question for our people. The innumerable
uprisings, which had never ceased since Scanderbeg’s {ti-
mes, although they had been defeated or put down through
savage suppression, had always left in their wake an ever
deeper hatred for the foreign rulers, an ever more ar-
dent love of freedom, an ever greater determination to
win., This love of freedom and this hatred for the
enemies which went on increasing from one generation to
another, would one day burst out like a volcano to open
the road to the liberation of the Albanian people and the
creation of their independent state. In struggle for na-
tional existence and liberation, Marx wrote, is also ex-
pressed the national consciousness aiming af the forma-
tion of national states...

The 15th century, as in the other couniries of Europe,
had brought about radical changes in the Albanian
territories. The emergence of new capitalist relations, the
cennections of the various regions among themselves,
merging of local markets into a commwon national market
had created one economic community which, along with
the community of language and territory, had led to the
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The Member of the Political Bureau a

addressing the solemn evening dedicated to the

fermation of the Albanian nation. As a consequence, now
every action of a political, economic or culfural character
assumed nationwide dimensions and clearly expressed
nationai features.

This is also observed in the great people’s upris-
ings of the years 30-70 of the 19th century, which
were directed against the destructive consequences of
the Turkish reforms of the Tanzimat, and in particular
against the corrupt bureaucratic administration which
the Sublime Porte was trying to impose on Albania.
These uprisings clearly reflected the radical change
which had taken piace in the historical process of the
Albanian people. Many of them f{ranscended the regio-
nal boundaries of the former uprisings, established inter-
regional links, and they were not led by the big feu-
dals, but by the petty local chiefs who were more
closely linked with the peasant masses. These uprisings

nd Secretary of the Central Committee of the PLA comrade Ramiz Alia
centenary of the Albanian League of Prizren.

embodied an extremely important idea, that of dis-
tinguishing the Albanian nation from the other nations,
and raised the question of a special treatment of Alba-
nia, as a particular province of the Empire which should
be administered not by Turkish officials but by local
people. All this proved that a nation and a developed
national consciousness already existed in Albania. This
reality was very clearly expressed by one of the out-
standing representatives of our National Renaissance,
Pashko Vasa, in October 1878, when he wrote: «The
censciousness of the Albanian nation revolts against
the very idea of submission.. The present Albanian
League originates precisely from this feeling. The idea
(of its creation) was inspired by nobody, it was born
ir the consciousness of all at the same time, and
nothing could dampen its vigour.. the representatives
(whoe have come) to Prizren.. take their mandate as
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leaders precirely from this national consciousness, and
they obey precisely this national consciousness in their
action as soldiers» («Acts of the Albanian National Re-
naissance 1878-1912», Tirana, 1978, The Memorandum
of October 22nd, 1878, document No. 32, p. 6%).

The League of Prizren, was formed at a f{ime
when the echo of the French revolution and the re-
volutions of 1848 etc., which had shaken Europe, had
reverberated strongly throughout Albania. Many of the
leaders of the Albanian wuprisings and especially the
ideologists of the national movement had been inspired
by the progressive ideas of the time, and had drawn
lessons from these revolutions. There were also countless
Albanjans who had taken part in the anti-Turkish
uprisings which had led to the winning of independence
by the peoples of the Balkans. Now they were all
conscions that such a thing had to be done in Albania,
tco. The progressive ideas of the time found a favou-
rable terrain in the great centuries-old traditions of the
Albanian people, in their struggle for freedom, inde-
pendence and social progress.

A long time prior to the League of Prizren, Naum
Veqilharxhi, Kostandin Kristoforidhi, Zef Jubani, Je-
ronim De Rada, and other ideologists of the National
Renaissance had expressed in their writings the initial
demands of a national character for the unity of the
Albanians without distinction of region or religion, for
the spread of education and culture in Albania, for
economic and social reforms which would set the
counfry on the road of progress.

Thus, all the conditions had been created for the
Albanian National Movement to be raised to a higher
stage and to undertake the greatest and most essen-
tial tasks that had to be solved. Now the need arose
for an organization on the scale of the whole country,
and above all, for a program which would unite the
fighting energies of the people around a single aim.

These requirements were realized by the Alba-
nian League of Prizren which took in hand the lead-
ership of the whole movement and extended organiza-
tionally over the whole of the Albanian territories,
uniting the activity of the masses of the people with
the national ideas.

The Albanian League of Prizren was formed at
the time of the Eastern Crisis of the years 1875-1881.
This crisis served to spark off the outburst of the
great people’s hatred accumulated through the cen-
turies for the foreign occupiers as a danger signal
which brought the masses of the people to their feet
to defend their country, their nation and their life
from the plots which the Great Powers were hatching up.

Objectively, the possibilities existed for coopera-
tion between the peoples of the Balkans against their
common enemies. But this did not take place, and
not through any fault of the Albanians. Although Mon-
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tenegro and Serbia declared war on Turkey for the
sake of the liberation of their oppressed compatriots
and their national unity, they also aimed to annex the
greater part of the Albanian territories. Thus, the so-
lution to the Eastern Crisis, which had begun with the
people’s anti-Ottoman uprisings in the Balkans, suffered
its first distortion through the chauvinism of the
neighbouring countries. Meanwhile, the intervention of
the imperialist Great Powers of that time gave this
Crisis another direction to the detriment of the Albanian
people and in the interests of the expansionist aims of
these powers. This began with the Treaty of San
Stefano and the Congress of Berlin and ended with
the further bargainings at the expense of the Albanian
people which led to the partitioning of Albania in 1913.

Under the Treaty of San Stefano, whole Albanian
regions were handed to the Balkan Slavonic states. The
Greater Bulgaria which was created at this time in-
cluded Kumanova, Kacanik, Tetova, Kércova, Gostivar,
Dibra, Struga, Peshkopia, Pogradec and Korca. Serbia
received part of the Sandjak of Prishtina down to the
outskirts of Mitrovitsa, while Gucia, Plava, Vermosh,
Kelmend, Hot, Gruda, Tivar and Ulgin were handed
to Mentenegro. As can be seen, here we are not dealing
with some restricted and disputed peripheral zone, but
with the seizure of a large part of the Albanian terri-
tory.

The consequences of the imperialist policy of the
Great Powers and especially of the chauvinist poli-
cies of Russia, Serbia and Montenegro were very grave
to Albania. The forcible expulsion of tens of thousands
of Albanians from the northern regions of Kosova by
the Serbian armies showed the Albanian people what
fate awaited them with the implementation of the San
Stefano Treaty and the decisions of the Congress of
Berlin. Precisely in these years, the governments of
Serbia and Montenegro initiated that policy of the
violent mass expulsion of the Albanians from their
lands, a policy which had as its objective the denatio-
nalization of the Albanian provinces. Even after 1913,
when, by decision of the imperialist powers, half of
the Albanian territories were given to Serbia and Mon-
tenegro, this policy was never changed. Indeed, it was
further elaborated and perfected, assuming monstrous
forms such as those which were put forward in the
ultra-chauvinist program of the Serbian politician V.
Chubrillovich who advocated the forcible deportation to
Turkey and the physical elimination of all Albanians
who were left under the Yugoslav monarchy.

These were the dramatic concrete circumstances of
those years which gravely affected the feelings of our
people and led to the outburst of the irresistible po-
pular revolt and a general movement for self-defence.

The Albanian League which was founded in Pri-
zren on the 10th of June, 1878, a 100 years ago foday,
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was created to cope with this situation, when the
Albanians, as the folk song says, took the oath, «either
victory or death», The participation in it of represen-
iatives from all the different regions of the country,
and the powerful support given to it by all social strata,
the peasants, the highlanders, the ordinary people of
the towns, showed that with the forming of the League
of Prizren, a very important historic event had occur-
red in Aibania. At the head of it was the ardent
patriot, Abdyl Frashéri, the outstanding ideologist of
the Albanian national meovement and an indomitabie
fighter fer the rights of Albania, who was known
both in the South and the North and enjoyed the
great trust of the people as a champion of the supreme
interests of the nation.

* * %

In the difficult conditions when Albania was alone
and encircled by enemies who {threatened it from all
sides, the League was faced with very important and
complicated tasks, which required courage and boldness
just as much as they needed wisdom and diplomacy. It
had to fight on many fronts simultaneously under the
pressure of the time which could not wait, and of
events which demanded an immediate reaction.

The Albanian League of Prizren has the great merit
that it defended the Albanian nation when the ene-
mies were seeking to deny its existence. Right from
the start and during its whole existence, the League
waged a great struggle to make clear not only to the
Great Powers which had gathered in Berlin, but to
the whole of European public opinion, that the Alba-
nians consfituted a completely formed nation in itself,
which had an ancient history, its own language and cul-
ture, which had made its own conftribution to European
civilization, which had resisted every aggressor and which
had never surrendered to foreign occupiers.

Whole volumes can be compiled with the memo-
randa, lefters and protests sent from all over Albania
to the Congress of Berlin, with newspaper articles and
other documents which acquaint world public opinion
with the Albanian question. «The Albanians,» Abdyl
Frashéri declared, «have preserved their Homeland, their
nationality, their languange and customs by repelling
the attacks of Rome, Byzantium and Venice in the
barbarian times. How is it possible to allow a nation so
valiant and so closely linked with its soil to be sacrificed
in this century of knowledge and civilization...?» («Acts
of the Albanian National Renaissance, 1878-1912», Me-
morandum of the Albanian League to the Powers
Sig.aatories to the Treaty of Berlin, document 43, p. 83).

In a memorandum signed by 500 people, which was
sent from the city of Shkodra to the Congress of Ber-
lin on 13th of June, 1878, it is said: «Whether Catho-
lic, Orthodox or Moslem, the Albanian hates the Tur-
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kish rule as much as he hates any other foreign rule...
We are not and do not want to be Turks, so we oppose
with all our forces anybody who would endeavour to
make us Slavs, Austrians, or Greeks. We do not wani
to be anything but Albanians («Acts of the Albanian
National Renaissance, 1878-1912~», Tirana 1978 pp. 21, 23).

This struggle for the Albanian nation at that time
had very great principled and practical importance. The
imperialist Great Powers and their clients in the Bal-
kans, with the objective of using the Ailbanian territories
as a token to be bartered in their negotiations, denied
the ecxistence of the Albanian nation, its culture and
history, denied the existence of the national consciousness
of the Albanian people and presented their struggle as a
struggle of a number of divided tribes. There were
those whe said that an Albanian people did not exist
at all, that Albania was just a geographical expression.
But the emperors of Europe, the Sultan of Turkey, and
the Kings of the Balkans soon realized the sign:ficance
of this geographical expression. They were compelled
te send in even their fleets and troops against it and
to suppress the armed resistance of the Albanian people
who did not submit to their decisions.

The echo of these reactionary views can still be
heard even today, from certain foreign historians and
publicists, who in order to deprecate and disparage the
efforts of the Albanian people for their rights, even
now, a 100 years later, present the struggle of the
League of Prizren as the struggle of a number of
divided Albanian tribes. Their insistence on historical
injustices and distortions is intended to underrate the
importance of the struggle of the Albanjian nation
which has never fought to occupy the territories or to
violate the rights of others, but which, throughout iis
whole existence, has been in struggle to defend its own
home and rights which the others denied and have
seized.

The struggles of the Albanians for the recognition
of their nationality, to stay on the land where their
forefathers were born, for the Albanian language and
culture, for the preservation of their national traditions
and individuality, have never harmed anybody and have
never violated the rights of any other nation or people,
and the evoking of these struggles and efforts, which
fills the hearts of all Albanians with justifiable pride
over the patriotic tasks of our people, dees not harm
anybody apart from those who have still not freed
themselves from anti-Albanian chauvinism and from de-
fending ithe injustices which have been inflicted on
Albania,

We remember and make a high estimation of the
great and all-sided struggie of the Albanian League
of Prizren for recognition of the Albanian nation and
for the implementation of the principle of nationality
in the solution of the Albanian question, not only as the
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descendants of those who, in these critical years raised
their voices and took up arms to defend the sacred and
inviolable rights of the Albanian nation, but also as
mililant Marxist-Leninists to whom the struggle for free-
dom, independence and national sovereignty is insepa-
rable from the struggle for socialism.

The Albanian League of Prizren saw the recog-
nition and affirmation of the Albanian nation as closely
linked with the question of the state political organi-
zation, of a mational, political administrative organi-
zotion which would ensure the self-government of Alba-
nia. The League expressed this progressive political
thought, which reflected the historical development of
the Albanian nation, in its demand fer the formation
of a single Albanian national and autonomous state
within the framework of the Otfoman Empire as a first
step to go over to complete separation as soon as
favourable conditions were created.

The demand for the autonomy of Albania, which
would unite all the Albanian lands in a single wunit,
was put forward in the first acts of the League and
was developed and elaborated in a consisient manner
assuming a broader and more profound meaning in
the heat of the war against the chauvinist neighbours
and the Ottoman rulers. Through its General Council
convened at Prizren in November 1878, the League
brought to the attention of the Sublime Porte and the
Furopean Powers the common will of the nation for
the creation of a single vilayet out of four vilayets,
in which the Albanians made up the largest and most
compact part of the population, with a single centre
in the middle of Albania, with Albanian administration
and with a general assembly which would implement
reforms wuseful for the country.

In the Assembly of Gjirokastra, which met in July,
1880, with representatives of all the Albanian regions,
a further step was taken with the putting forward of
the demand for the formation of an Ailbanian Govern-
ment and the separation, in fact, of Albania from the
Turkish Empire. The program drafted in Gjirokastra
testifies to the fact that the demands of the League for
the simultaneous solution of the problems of the pre-
servation of territorial integrity, the union and unifica-
tion of Albanian territories and an autonomous national
government of the country, responded in full to the
desires and aspirations of the Albanian people, to the
ideal of the Albanian national movement.

The League of Prizren fought for such a single,
undivided, autonomous Albanian state. It rejected and
condemned as anti-Albanian actfivity all the projects
of the Great Powers for the socalled settlement of the
Albanian gquesfion through the formation of separate
autonomous units based on provincial or religious divi-
sions, behind which were hidden the interests of Euro-
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pean and Balkan foreign powers to keep the whole of
Albania under their domination.

It is the historic merit of the League and an ex-
pression of its courage that, relying on the voluntary
military forces which had been raised on its initiative
and which had the support of the population, without
awaiting the Sultan’s approval, it implemented autono-
my in practice, gradually replaced the Turkish civil
and military administration, exercising its own complete
power in the northern and eastern regions of Albania
and especially in the vilayet of Kosova. In the other
regions, the Otitoman administration remained formally,
but in practice it was paralysed. The League was not
afraid to undertake the historical responsibilities which
the time imposed, and it demonstrated this very well,
when, at the end of 1880, in Prizren, in agreement with
Abdyl Frashéri and other representatives of Southern
Albania, the Central Committee of the League pro-
claimed itself the Albanian <«Provisional Government»,
with Ymer Prizreni at the head.

Echoing these events, the great ideologist of the
National Renaissance, Sami Frashéri, wrote to Jeronim
De Rada that «the League of Prizren saw the necessity
of uniting Albania and making it one autonomous, and
eventually, even completely independent country, according
to the situation. Thus, the League assumed the name
of Provisional Government and expelled the Turkish
governors from all the vilayet of Kosova and from
Prizren, Gjakova, Tetova, Dibra and other regions».

Although it existed for only a short time, the crea-
tion of the Provisional Government had great importance.
It was a proof of the abilities of the Albanian people
to govern the country themselves, to organize an in-
dependent state, the existence of which all the enemy
propaganda tried to deny. On the other hand, with the
constitution of the Central Committee of the League
as a Provisional Government, the Albanian people de-
monsirated thatthey were smashing not only the will of the
Sultan bui also the internafional norms and rules which
the Great Powers established in their chancelleries.

The radical representatives of the League and of
the Albanian National Renaissance did nof, in general,
regard the formation of an autonomous natienal state
and its break-away from the Ottoman Empire as a
mere administrative and formal act, but as a furn
which would open the road to the independent economic,
social and cultural progress of the country. In the
views and activity of the leaders of the League patriot-
ism and democratism were undivided.

Independent Albania, in the view of the outstand-
ing ideologist of the National Renaissance, Sami Fra-
shéri, who also represented the progressive Albanian
opinion of the time, would not need either kings or
princes, who would suck the blood of the people. Alba-
nia, Sami wrote in the beginning of 1881, would be
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governed by a sort of democracy, whese form it would
not hire from the other countries, but would find in the
Albanian people themselves, in their own traditions.
These ideas on the future organization of the Albanian
state were further developed in his famous work, «Alba-
nia, her past, her present and her future», which later
became the complete platform for the entire national
movement.
* % *

The struggle for the preservation of the territorial
integrity of the Homeland is one of the most brilliant
aspects of the Albanian League of Prizren. In the face
of the grave danger threatening Albania, at a time
when the Sublime Porte had capitulated to the Great
Powers and was bringing pressure to bear on the Alba-
nians to have them surrender their regions to the neigh-
bouring states, the League took in hand the defence
of the couniry, in opposition to and against all. With
arms and through diplomatic channels the League op-
posed the unjust decisions of the Congress of Berlin,
denounced these decisions as a <«historical and moral
crime» and expressed its determination <«to refuse to
release an inch of ground of the mother soil», and fo
fight to the last drop of bloed to defend ii. «Any alie-
ration of the border made without our Kknowledge...
would be invalid, and without the participation of
the leaders of Albania we shall not accept the release
of even an inch of our territory», the League declared.
But when the Great Powers of Europe took no notice of
this solemn warning, Abdyl Frashéri addressed them
with the words which remain historical, «Your work
with the Treaty of Berlin is over, our work as Alba-
nians begins from this day».

The Albanian people, led by the League, wrote
glorious pages of heroism in the fight in defence of
Plava and Gucia, Hot, Gruda and Ulqin, those Alba-
nian regions with which the Great Powers sought to
placate the greed of King Nicholas of Montenegro. This
was a war which was waged in defence of the inte-
rests of the whole Albanian nation and the integrity
of its territory, a war which showed the world that
the Albanians would never surrender to the expansionist
aims of anybody.

As Comrade Enver Hoxha has said, <«Unforgetta-
ble will remain the legendary batiles of fthe Albanians
who for three years on end bravely defended Plava
and Gucia, Hof, Gruda and Ulgin, thereby unprecedently
challenging the Western Powers which had decided fo se-
parate them from Albania» (E. Hoxha, Works, vol. 24, p. 11).

The struggle for Plava, Gucia, Hot, Gruda and Ulgin
aroused the whole of Albania. An enfire people stood
Lehind the highlanders of the North and the thousands
of volunteers from the other regions who rushed {o
their help. A special contribution to this struggle was
made by the people of Kosova, who, at the first call,
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under the leadership of the League, rushed to the tren-
ches to defend the borders of the North. The united
sirength of the Albanian people smashed and defeated
the repeated attacks of Montenegro and forced the Great
Powers to amend their unjust decisions several times.

To defend the territorial integrity of the Homeland,
the Albanian people had to fight single-handed also to
face the united fleet of the Great Powers of Europe
which sealed off the Albanian coast and undertook to
impose the plundering decisions of the Congress of
Berlin by means of violence. The Albanian people had
to fight the Ottoman armies of Dervish Pasha, the forces
of Montenegro and the continuous political and mili-
tary pressures of the Serbian and Greek meonarchies.
Through their armed struggle and at the cost of their
own blood, the Albanian people prevented the tearing
away of Plava, Gucia, Hot, Gruda and Caméria, bui
they lost a part of the north-eastern regions of Kosova
which remained under Serbian rule and the cities of
Tivar and Ulqin which were annexed by Montenegro.

The volunteer army led by the indomitable fighter
Sulejman Vokshi put up unprecedented resistance and
displayed rare valour in the fight against the many
armies which Turkey sent fo Albania to destroy the
League. The League replied to the violence of the Sublime
Ferte which sought to force the Albanians to give up
their armed resistance in defence of the integrity of the
Homeland and to secure its autonomy with the armed
uprising.

The people’s struggle against the innumerable forces
of the Turkish Marshal, Dervish Pasha, which took place
most fiercely in Kosova, Dibra etc.,, where the main
cities were liberated one after the other, testified to the
unbent will of the Albanian people to defend their rights
to existence as a nation, and their immense love of
freedom and independence.

The bloody battles fought by our Kosova brothers
in Spring 1881 further raised the glory of the Albanian
ration. The 40 Turkish battalions were faced by 4,000
Albanian insurgents led by the outstanding intfrepid
fighters Sulejman Vokshi, Ali Ibra, Mic Sokoli, Bajram
Rama, Sefé Kosharja, Smail Hyseni, and others. The
volunteers fought innumerable battles against the Ottoman
hordes, such as the battles of Slivova, Shtimja, Caraleva,
Dule, Suhareka, Plava, Gucia, and so on. The blood of
the Albanian pecple was shed in torrents to defend the
land of their forefathers, the freedom and honour of the
IHomeland.

The enormous Turkish armies suppressed the Alba-
nian uprising, destroyed the League, devastated and
drowned the country in blood. However, they proved
unable to suppress the insurgent spirit and love of
freedom of the Albanian people. This determination and
confidence in the future is beautifully expressed in those
hard times for Kosova by a folk song which runs: «Sur-
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prised, Dervish Pasha asks: /My God, where have the
people gone?/ — There they are, in the mountains which
ciouds touch, Be sure, you will meet them again».

* % *

The creation of the Albanian League of Prizren and
its fight for autonomy and for the defence of the territo-
rial integrity of the Homeland against the biggest coa-
lition of enemies which could be created at that time,
once again brought out the great truth that the Albanian
people have made their own history. Facing our small
people stood great forces, the Oitoman Empire, the Great
Powers of Europe and the neighbouring chauvinist mo-
narchies. The alternatives were either Albania would be
crushed under the «heavy ruins» of Turkey or be cut up
by the chauvinist neighbours, or the people must rise
to their feet and fight with confidence in their own
strength to save themselves from the enemies and the
great dangers which were threatening them. <«Albania’s
salvation or perdition depends on the Albanians,» Sami
Frashéri wrote at that time (Sami Frashéri, «Albania,
her past, her present and her future-», Tirana, 1962, p. 65).
And the Albanians chose the road of honour and glory.
The people rose to their feet and fought for their rights
through to the end.

The League of Prizren and its leaders had firm con-
fidence in the vitality of the people, in their ardent love
for the Homeland and freedom, in their resolve to resist
the storms of history. The experience of the struggles for
freedom convinced them that the only road to the auto-
nomy and territorial integrity of the country was their
reliance on the forces of the people.

The League of Prizren and the events unfolding in
the 1878-1881 period enabled the people to grow better
aware of the dangers threatening our country and lay
bare the anti-Albanian policy of the big European powers
and the chauvinist states of the Balkans. The bitter
results brought about by the political, diplomatic and
military combinations of these powers did away with
illusions and vacillations and proved that freedom and
independence could be achieved by the Albanian people
themselves.

The Albanian League of Prizren represents one of the
highest peaks of our Renaissance which Comrade
Enver Hoxha has described as «a revolutionary democratic
epoch of great importance» (E. Hoxha, Reports and
Speeches, 1967-1968, p. 368). If gave the struggle for
territorial integrity and autonomy an advanced, patriotic
and democratic content. The very demand for the elimi-
nation of the Turkish yoke and the formation of an
independent national state was an important democratic
measure because, as V. I Lenin points out, in any na-
tional struggle of «an oppressed nation, there is a general
democratic content aimed against oppresion» (V. I. Lenin,
Collected Works, Vol. 20, p. 471).-
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The masses of the people and their representatives
in the committees of the League, constituted the most
resolute force which impelled the League and its most
consistent leaders to undertake radical political and mili-
tary actions for the defence of the integrity of the
Homeland and the autonomy of Albania, to paralyse the
vacillations and treachery of the feudal land-owning and
clerical elements who supported the Turks.

From the very beginning, as early as its first As-
sembly, the League was composed of many rank-and-file
elements of the people, about whom Pashko Vasa wrote:
«These representatives were neither chiefs nor influential
people. They spoke on behalf of the Albanian people
because they themselves were the people,... they returned
into the fold of the people from which they had emerged
and try as you would to find them today, you will not
find them, for you cannot see or catch hold of them»
(«Acts of the Albanian National Renaissance, 1878-1912.»
The October 22nd memorandum. Document 32, p. 67).

The political, ideological and military activity of
the League awakened and tempered the political con-
sciousness of thousands wupon thousands of Albanian
peasants, highlanders and people of the cities who, for
three years on end, waged a courageous and determined
struégle against many powerful enemies.

But along with this, and this is more important, the
League achieved the unity of the Albanian people on a
national scale and disclosed the vitality of this unity.
It waged a resolute struggle to overcome religious di-
visions, tribal and regional peculiarities and made great
eftorts to unite all the masses around the national ideal.
From its very beginning it treated the question of national
urity as the sole fundamental basis for the realization
of its program and as a condition for the defence of
the Homeland and victory over the enemies. It is because
the idea of unity complied with the loftiest interests of
the Homeland and represented the aspirations of the
broadest masses of the people, it is because it repre-
sented the most powerful and most reliable weapon
which the Albanian people could oppose to their enemies,
that many acts of solidarity and mass heroism without
precedent in Albania up to that day, burst out.

This national unity displayed its vitality in the most
difficult moments during the years 1878-1881 in the
struggle in defence of the borders in the North and
the South when, from the centres of both Northern and
Southern Albania simultaneous protests were dispatched
to the Great Powers, when aid was raised and volunteers
gathered in Central and Southern Albania to be sent to
the North, when the population of Kesova and Shkodra
displayed their readiness to send in volunteer forces to
defend the borders of the South.

The sound organization of the League itself which
united in ifts ranks Gegs and Tosks, Moslems and
Christians, served 1to strengihen national unity. Through
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a dense network of committees and branches, the Cen-
tral Commiitee of Prizren maintained ties with all the
regions and directly led the masses of the people who
had risen to their feet in the face of the danger of the
partitioning of the Homeland. Powerful hotbeds and
among the main centres of the League were those regions
which had become the objectives of the expansionist
plans of the chauvinist Balkan monarchies, Kosova, Dibra,
Shkodra and the northern highlands, Gjirokasira etc.
Thus, the League created a broad front of the patriotic
forces of the nation, a unity which left its indelible
mark on the political thinking and practical activity
of the national movement right throughout the later
period.
4, *® % %

The patriotic and democratic spirit of ithe Albanian
National Movement in the period of the League of Priz-
ren made itself felt with special force in the artistic-
propaganda literature of the time which received a new
impulse from the fire of the fight for freedom. The
founding of the Society of Lefters in Constantinople in
1879; the creation of the alphabet of the Albanian lan-
guage and the publication of Albanian school-books
imparted a great impulse to the spread of the study
of Albanian language and helped «the activity of the
League,... its work for the strengthening of the brother-
heed of the Albanians and the union and revival of
Albania,» as Sami Frashéri said.

The literary and journalistic creativeness of the out-
standing men of letters, of the great patriots Sami Fra-
shéri, Pashko Vasa, Naim Frashéri, Jani Vreto, Thimi
Mitko, Jeronim De Rada, Koto Hoxhi etc., had the same
importance and value as the armed strugglie. Through
their immortal work in the service of the Homeland
they have deserved the high appreciation the Party
and Comrade Enver Hoxha have made of them as «emi-
nent men of progressive ideas, courageous revolutionary
illuminists who had a great and ardent love of country»
(E. Hoxha, Reports and Speeches, 1967-1368, p. 369).

The League of Prizren marked a new stage in the
development of the national democratic culture. It had
a direct influence on the solution of a series of pressing
questions which had to do with the ’developmént of
this culture, such as the defining of a unified alphabet,
the development of the national school, the extension
of ‘various literary, publicistic, pelitical and educational
literature. The upsurge in this period of Albanian writing,
artistic and political literature, journalism and translation
shows the very great importance which the cultural factor
had parallel with the pohtlcal diplomatic and military
factors.

The League gave a fresh impuise to the development
of national literature and socic-political thinking, and
laid solid foundations for the future, too. As early as
the days when the League was fighting its military bat-
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tles, the problem of the Albanian language was raised
and considered as the pivot of the national movement,
as the factor which cemented the unity of the spiritual
life of the nation, as the expression of the originality
of national culture and a weapon in the struggle for
freedom and independence.

Increased interest in the magnificent values of peo-
ple’s culture, folklore, in particular, better acquaintance
with the ancient traditions and the history of the people,
flourishing artistic literature and the vigorous outburst
of oral creativeness, inspired by the ideals of patriotism
and freedom, testify to the great influence exerted by
the ideas and activity of the League for the progress of
national culture.

The ideologists of the League and of the Renais-
sance considered the struggle for the national and de-
mocratic character of culture as an important factor
to win freedom and independence, to preserve and con-
solidate the individuality of Albanian national life, to enhan-
ce and strengthen the national consciousness of the people.

A great merit of the League of Prizren and all the
leaders of our National Renaissance was the way in
which they faced up to and solved the preblems arising
from religion in Albania in favour of the national cause.
Experience proved the great damage which religious
fanaticism and divisions, which were exploited by the
foreigners to hinder the development of the movement
for national liberation, had inflicted and were inflicting
on the country. Unlike any other Balkan country, in Alba-
nia none of the religions, or the three of them together
could serve the cause of liberation and be transformed
into a banner of liberation.

Rising above religion, above religious fanaticism
and divisions, a thing which was by no means easy in
the time of which we are speaking, the ideologists of
the League and the Renaissance launched the militant
slogan that Albanian’s religion is Albania. This very
correct and progressive stand strengthened the unity of
the Albanians, regardless of their religious attachments,
in the struggle for freedom and indepéndence.

The ideology and the political thinking of our Re-
naissance, backed up also by the experience of the mi-
litary, political and diplomatic batiles waged by the
League, illuminated the perspective and the objectives of
our movement for national liberation up till the victory
of independence.

Although the Albanian League founded at Prizren had
a short existence, the great epic which it wrote gave a
new further impulse to the national movement of our
people. Its importance is not measured by the time it
lived, but by the major influence it exerted on _the
subsequent battles for freedom. At the key moments,
when the Albanian people again came up agamst the
hostile attitude of the Great Powers and the chauvinistic
neighbouring circles, they relied on the patriotic ideas of
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the Albanian League, on its political, organizational and
military experience.

Its platform worked out in the fire of the liberation
struggle, which envisaged the preservation of territorial
integrity and the formation of the independent Albanian
state, remained the basis of the program of the Albanian
National Movement during the whole period up to the
28th of November, 1912.

With the proclamation of independence and the for-
mation of the independent state of the 28th of November,
1912, to which the League of Prizren made a great con-
tribution, the National Assembly of Vlora, headed by the
great patriot Ismail Qemali, met one of the fundamental
demands of the League. But in the extremely complicated
international conditiens when the Balkan War had broken
out and the Albanian {territories had once again fallen
prey to the rapacious ambitions and acts of occupation
of the neighbouring monarchies, the other fundamental
task of the League, the preservation of the territorial
irtegrity of the Homeland which had been seriously
dismembered, remained unsolved.

Time has raised the League of Prizren to the pedestal
of the glorious history of the Albanian people. Its lofty
patriotic spirit, hatred for oppression, boundless love of
freedom, its unyielding stand against any foreign pres-
sure or interference, its desire for knowledge and progress
and unshakable confidence in its own forces, which were
displayed so majestically in the years of the aciivity of
the League of Prizren, were embodied In and became
an inseparable part of the character of our people. These
outstanding features were enriched in content and raised
to a higher level in the heroic epoch of the National
Liberation War and the construction of socialism, when
our country, under the leadership of the Party with
Comrade Enver Hoxha at the head, became truly free
and independent, when our socialist Homeland became
strong and prosperous,

Comrades,

The heroic past of our people and iits siruggles for
freedom and independence are a great source of inspi-
ration to this day for the construction of socialism and
the defence of the Homeland.

Great tasks lie ahead of our people, the realization
of which will strengthen the country and make it flourish
further, will enrich the material and spiritual life of
our people even more. The Party calls on all, workers.
cooperativists and intellectuals, to work with all their
forces and in a lofty patriotic and revolutionary spirit
in order to constantly increase industrial and agricultural
production, to carry forward the t{échnical-scientific re-
volution, to develop the socialist culture further, to in-
crease vigilance and strengthen the defence of the Home-
land.

OQOur country is working and living in a world where
savage forces are trying by all means- to hinder its
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further advance. In such conditions, ever deeper under-
standing and implementation of the great revolutionary
principle of self-reliance is a guarantee to face up to all
threats and promote the socialist construction in Albania.

Relying on their own forces, our ancestors stood up to
many and various difficulties and enemies. The material
and spiritual forces of the Albanian people in the past
bear no comparison with those of the present. Now they
are masters of their own fate, they are led by a heroic
Marxist-Leninist Party, tested and tempered in the great
class battles against internal and external enemies, they
possess a developed socialist economy, an invincible
national defence. There is no storm which can shake this
bastion of socialism, which has become dear to all Alba-
nian patriots, anywhere they live in the world, and
which enjoys the support and sympathy of the peoples
and revolutionaries of all countries.

The unity of our people to realize their ideals has
played a decisive role in the long and difficult struggle
of our people for national freedom and the creation
of an independent state. The spirit of wunity and pa-
triotism, which our people have always kept alive, as-
sumed a new content and rose to a higher degree during
the years of the National Liberation War, and especially
in the period of socialist construction. It has been one
of the fundamental factors in the victories our people
have scored in the defence of the Homeland and the cons-
truction of the new life, in coping with successive block-
ades and blackmail of the enemies against our country.

In the conditions of the imperialist-revisionist encir-
clement and under various pressures brought to bear by
old and new enemies upon socialist Albania, the conso-
lidation of the compaciness and unity of our people
around the Party is an extremely important task of
every cifizen and patriot. The steel-like unity is a gua-
rantee for the defence of the Homeland and the vic-
tories of the revolution, for marching always ahead, with
sure steps and head high on the correct Marxist-Le-
ninist road, on which cur Party is leading us.

In celebrating the centenary of the Albanian League
of Prizren, in honouring the heroic efforts of our fore-
fathers and their great contribution to the struggles
for the freedom and independence of the Homeland, we
realize even more clearly the dangers which stem foday
from the aggressive and chauvinist policies of the super-
powers, from the dangerous plots and manoeuvres of the
bourgeoisie and reaction.

The international situation today is complicated and
troubled. It is fraught with dangers and surprises. Hotbeds
of tension have been created in many regions of the
world and new conflicts have been stirred up. These
fires have been kindled and fanned up by the US im-
perialists and Soviet socialimperialists, who do not he-
sitate to commit any crime to satisfy their selfish ex-
pansionist interests. The -two superpowers, in contest
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with each other, are interfering brutally in the Middle
East to divide the Arab peoples and to sabotage their
liberation struggle, to defeat the just cause of the Pa-
lestinian people, and to perpetuate the Israeli occupation of
Arab territory, in order to put this rich and strategically
important region under their imperialist domination.

US imperialism, Soviet social-imperialism and their
neo-colonialist allies have hurled themselves with un-
precedented fury upon Africa in order to extend their
plundering grip. It is the policy and activity of these
insatiable wolves which is causing the bloodshed of the
beoples of this long-suffering continent, in the Horn
of Africa, Angola, Zaire and the Sahara. It is this po-
licy which is encouraging the racists of Southern Afri-
ca to oppress and massacre the peoples of Azania,
Namibia, and Zimbabwe.

A result of the policy of the imperialist super-
powers, their plots and intrigues is the fratricidal con-
flict between Vietnam and Cambodia, are the reactio-
nary coups d’état which are occurring one after another
in many countries of Latin America, Asia, or Africa,
the increase of military bases in foreign countries, the
headlong armaments race, and so on.

There is no end to the crimes of the superpowers.
Their interference in the internal affairs of the peo-
ples is carried out openly, with unheard of arrogance,
their efforts to exercise their dictate in world affairs
and to limit the state sovereignty of nations have
assumed monstrous proportions. The clouds which are
hanging over international life today are heavy with
the danger of war, which the US imperialists, the
Seviet social-imperialists, the international bourgeoisie
and all reactionaries united with them want, are pre-
paring for, and are inciting.

That is why the Party teaches us that we must
always be vigilant. The enemies of the peoples and
socialism are ferocious and perfidious, be they US
imperialists, Soviet social-imperialists, or various bour-
geois or revisionist reactionaries.

In order to deceive and confuse the peoples, to
open the way to imperialist expansion, efforts are
being made in many directions to present black as
white, to present enemies as friends. The demagogy
of the US imperialists and the Soviet socialimperialists
to present their aggressive actions and brutal inter-
ference in the lives of the peoples as concern for
the peace and security of nations, is notorious.

But now the peoples are running up against
another propaganda, as demagogic as it is unrestrained,
they are encountering counter-revolutionary theories and
theses which play the role of opium to anaesthetize
the revolutionary spirit of the people. One of them
is the socalled theory of «three worlds». This theory
wants to replace Marxism-Leninism with oppertunism.
It advocates that the proletariat and the peoples should
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unite with the bourgeoisie and imperialism, should unite
with olassical reaction and known fascists, should even
unite with the devil himself allegedly to defend na-
tional independence. Hiding behind the threat of the
hegemonism of Soviet social-imperialism, which is a
savage and continuous threat, the theory of <«ihree
worlds» demands of the peoples that they must not
make any move, that they must not struggle against
US domination, and the oppression and exploitation
of old colonialists, but must maintain the status quo,
the existing dreadful situation. The preservation of the
status quo is in the interests of various imperialists
and to the detriment of the revolution and the li-
beration struggles of the peoples.

The theory of «three worlds», which even -claims
to be the strategy of the revolution, in fact, is an
anti-Marxist counter-revolutionary theory. It preaches
to the workers, the proletariat of various countries and
the working masses that they must give up the re-
volution because, it alleges, the time has not yet come
for the revolution, It denies the hegemonic role of the
Droletariat in the revolution. Contrary to the Marx-
ist-Leninist class criteria, it considers the forces of the
blackest right-wing reaction as its allies, and even
calls it a victory when the representatives of the Right,
even the most extreme Right, come to power in dif-
ferent countries,

The theory of «three worlds» is an anti-people
theory. Contrary to the vital interests of the peoples,
contrary to Lenin, who described the incitement to war
as a crime, because the peoples pay for war at the
cost of their own blood, instead of making efforts to
defeat the imperialist plans for war, the pseudo-theory
of «three worlds» is encouraging world war, fanning
up the arms race between the two superpowers even
further, as though this race, the production of neu-
tron bombs and the increase in the war budgets of
the military blocs will be the salvation of the world.

The theory of «three worlds» advises the peoples
to rely on US imperialism, the views of which it pro-
claims as «in common with, or the same as», its own
preachings. What the views of US imperialism are,
the peoples know very well. The US imperialists are
rabid anti-communists, defenders of the capitalist and
neo-colonialist system, gendarmes in the pay of inter-
national reaction. They have always fought and are
fighting now with everything they have to destroy so-
cialism, to strangle the revolution, and enslave the
peoples. The ordinary people, everywhere in the world,
cannot fail to ask: Is the theory of «three worlds» united
with these views and this strategy of US imperialism?

This theory poses as a champion of the defence of
the national independence and sovereignty of the peo-
ples, but in practice it unites with their enemies. The
theory of «three worlds» does not regard the struggle
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for freedom, national independence and sovereignty of
the peoples of the socalled «third world» as a cons-
tituent and indivisible part of the revolution, but as
a field which can be exploited for temporary, pragmatic
aims. This stand is not in favour of the people’s so-
vereignty and liberation struggle, it serves the preser-
vation of all the imperialist injustices which are a
burden on the peoples. With this opportunist and anti-
Marxist preaching of unity with US imperialism, the
international big bourgeoisic and reactionary cliques,
allegedly for the sake of the creation of a united front,
which is as absurd as it is unrealizable, the theory of
«three worlds» not only undermines the revolution which
it negates, but also the cause of the peoples’ indepen-
dence which it claims to defend. When it is recom-
mended that the Pentagon and NATO, Wall-street and
the oil sheikhs, the generals of the Wehrmacht and the
Japanese militarists, Strauss and Mobutu should take
part in this front, the peoples have no difficulty in
seeing it as the anticommunist and colonialist front
against which whole generations of revolutionaries and
patriots of all countries have been fighting and pouring
out their blood for scores of years.

In its stand towards reactionary cliques and the for-
ces of the Right, the theory of «three worlds», which
poses as anti-revisionist, is on the same line as Carrillo,
who speaking in the Spanish Parliament about the new
Constitution, demands that the monarchy must be de-
fended, and rejects demands for the establishment of the
Republic. It is on the same line as the Italian revisionists
of Berlinguer who are the most ardent defenders of the
beurgeois order and its apparatus of police oppression.
The pseudotheory of «three worlds» is at peace with
these revisionists.

Following this course, some day it may be reconciled
with Soviet revisionism. This theory has proved that
whoever follows a pragmatic, anti-Marxist pelicy, adapt-
ed to passing circumstances, before long will be des-
cribing as his friends those who he cursed as enemies
up till yesterday, just as Nikita Khrushchev did.

Our Party has fought and will continue to fight to
unmask both the aggressive policy and demagogy about
peace of the US imperialists and Soviet social-imperia-
lists, and the false theories which undermine the cause
cof the revolution and the peoples’ liberation, such as
the theory of «three worlds». In regard to theories
about the «mnon-aligned world», they are nothing but
lies and deception, which are not worthy of any special
attention, because the events which are occurring day
by day in the world are refuting them.

Freedom and independence, socialism and the revo-
lution can be successfully defended and carried forward
only by fighting courageeusly and with determination
against all enemies of the proletariat and the peoples,
against imperialists, whether US or Soviet, whether old
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or new imperialists, against revisionists of all shades
and reactionaries of all countries, against all those who
are deceivers of the peoples and proletariat.

As Comrade Enver Hoxha strongly stressed at the
“ih Congress of the Party, our Party is solid for, and
gives its sincere and unreserved support to the struggle
which the different peoples are waging today to defend
their freedom and independence from the aggressive
aims of US imperialism, Soviet social-imperialism and
other imperialism, to all those who are fighting against
racism, colonialism, neocolonialism, and other forms of
national enslavement. The Albanian people strongly con-
demn any foreign interference in the internal life of
the peoples, any attempt of the imperialist, revisionist
and reactionary forces to restrict the sovereignty and
hinder the emancipation of nations.

The policy of our Party and socialist State is for
normal relations and friendship with all those countries
and states which respect the principles of sovereignty
and non-interference in the internal affairs of others.
In particular, we always desire to have good neighbourly
relations, friendship and exchanges in the fields of trade
and culture with the neighbouring countries, without
violating one another’s sovereign rights

A hundred years ago our forefathers, through the
Albanian League of Prizren, challenged the united ene-
mijes of the Albanian nation. This challenge was an
expression of the determination, valour and courage of
the Albanian people to fight in any circumstance, if
necessary, against all enemies, for their rights, for free-
dom, for independence and for national unity. Today,
free and independent Albania which is led by a heroic,
far-sighted, Marxist-Leninist Party, headed by the belov-
ed son of the whole Albanian people, Comrade
Enver Hoxha, is marching confidently on the road of
socialism and stands proud and unflinching, facing the
enemies of our country, of the revolution and Marx-
ism-Leninism. If can stand this way because it is inspired
by boundless confidence in its own strength and the
strength of the people, in the strength of triumphant
Marxism-Leninism, in the triumph of the revolution
and the future of socialism. The Albanian people and
the Party of Labour have never threatened anybody, they
have never been afraid of anybody either. There is no
force in the world, no threat, no blackmail, no blockade
or pressure which can turn our people and Party from
the road which they have chosen, from the struggle
for the great cause of communism.

Long live the centenary of the Albanian League of
Prizren!

Long live the freedom-loving, brave and patriotic
Albanian people!

Long live the Party of Labour of Albania with
Comrade Enver Hoxha at its head!

Glory to Marxism-Leninism!
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In an atmosphere of extraordinary
enthusiasm, the 8th Congress of the
Women’'s Union of Albania was held
in the ancient city of Durrés, now
the largest seaport of the country.
The holding of this Congress, which
coincided with the 35th anniversary
of the founding of the Women’s Union
of Albania, is a marked event not
only for the women but also for the
entire people of Albania. In socia-
list Albanig, women occupy an equal
place with men in all fields of life.
That is why the proceedings of the
8th Congress of this militant organi-
zation were followed with
by the entire people.

The Congress took place at a time
when the women of Albania, like
the entire Albanian people, have mo-
bilized all their eneré%es to put into
prdctice the decisions of the histo-
ric 7th Congress of the PLA, which
marked d very important moment in
the history of the Party and of the
Albanian people. The decisions of the
Congres'éf clearly defined the road
which the Albanian Ppeople will follow
to complete the construction of so-
cialist society in Albania in the dif-
ficult conditions of the savage impe-
riglist-revisionist

interest

encirclement.

The 8th Congress of the Women’'s
Union of Albania set the tasks which
the Organization faces for the mo-
bilization of women on this
and concretized

course
clearly.
This was apparent from the Congress
agenda, which included:

1. Report «On the role of the woman
in the socialist construction and on the
activity of the Women’s Union of Al-

them more

Comrade ENVER HOXHA

at the 8th Congress of the WUA,
where he was met with cheers
and ovations by those present.

bania between the two Congresses.
The tasks emerging for the imple-
mentation of the decisions of the 7th
Congress of the Party of Labour of
Albaniar.

2. klections to the central organs of
the Women’'s Union of Albania.

Attending the Congress were about
1,400 delegates from all the regions
of the country as well as many invited
guests and wveteran members of the
organization, ’

The First Secretary of the PLA,
Comrade Enwver Hoxha, the chairman
of the Presidium of the People’s As-
sembly, Haxhi Lleshi, the chairman
of the Council of Ministérs, Mehmet
Shehu, and other leaders of the Party
and State, attended the proceedings
of the Congress.

Taking part in the Congress were the
delegation of the Women's Union of
Vietnam, headed by Le Thy Xuyen,
Vice-President of this Union; the de-
legation of the revolutionary women
of Britain, headed by Diana Bunian;
the delegdtion of the révolutionary
women of Brasil, headed by Cecilia
Costa; the delegation of the women of
the People’s Republic of Benin, headed
by Philomena San Sue Suamu; the de-
legation of the revolutionary women
of Greece, headed by Victoria Papa-
dhopulos; the*delegation of the revo-
lutionary women of Germany; the de-
legation of the revolutionary women
of Iran; the delegation of the revolu-
tionary women of Italy, headed by
Elena De Rocco; the delegation of the
Union of Democratic Women of Japan,
headed by its President Shigeko Mo-
rita; t?‘ie‘ delegation bf the revolutio-
nary women of Canada; the delega-
tion of the Women’s Union of the
People’s Front of Chile, headed by
Isabel Jerino; the delegation of the
National Union of Women of Mali,
headed by the secretary of the admi-
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nistrative affairs of this Union, Hana
Dialo; the delegation of the revolu-
tionary women of Mexico, headed by
Leonora Velasques; the delegation of
the Women’s Union of Palestine, head-
ed by Fatma Bernauey; the del“ega“—
tion of the Union of the Anti—fdscist
Revolutionary Women of Portugal,
headed by Ester Musnic, member of
the National Council of this Union;
the delegation of the People’s Union
of Women of Spain, headed by Lu-
cila Arago Carrion; the delegation of
the Women’s Union of Tanzania, head-
ed by Hatidja Selimin; the delegation
of the Women's Section of the All-
African Congress of Azania, headed
by Elisabeth Sibeyko; the friend from
Belgium Elian Vogel Polsky, professor
at the Free University of Brussels;
as well as the friends from France,
Anique Misquate, directress of the
Montrouge Institute of social studies
in Paris, and Paule Lejeune, professor
of literature at the University of
Rouen; the delegation of the Women’s
Section at the African National Union
of Zimbdbwe, headed by Teuray Ropa,
secretary for the problems of wbmen;
the Albanian compatriots residing m
the United States of America and Fra-
nce, Vangjelia Theodosi and Melpo-
meni Mértiri.

The opening session of the Congress
was also attended by Reg Birch, Chair-
man of the Communist Party ef Bri-
tain (Marxist-Léninist) and Dorothy
Birch, member of the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of
Britain (Marxist-Leninist), who were
staying in Albania on the invitation
of the CC of the PLA, as well as
the foreign delegations, which on the
invitation of the Central Council of
the Trade Unions of Albania parti-
cipated in the celebrations organized
in Albania on the 25th of May, Afri-
can Freedom Day.



46 o 4 (41), 197§

The Alternate Member of the Poli-
tical Bureau of tne CC of the PLA,
Lenka Cuko, declared the Congress
open.

The report of the General Council of
tne Women’s Union of Albania, «On
the role of the woman in the socialist
construction and the tasks emerging
for the implementation of the deci-
swons of the 7th Congress of the Party
of Labour of Aloania», was submit-
ted to the Congress by Vito Kapo,
President of the Women’s Union of
Albania.

The member of the Political Bureau
of the CC of the PLA, Kadri Hazbiu,
read the message of greeting which
Comrade Enver Hoxha addressed to
the 8th Congress of the Women's
Union of Albania on behalf of the
Central Committee of the Party.

The hall of the Congress resounded
for minutes on end to the enthusiastic
applause and cheers of thousands of
participants for the Party of Labour
of Albania and the leader of the Party
and of the entire Albanian people,
Comrade Enver Hoxha.

Discussions of the report of com-
rade Vito Kapo followed.

The delegates from all over the
country, from the industrial combines
and big construction sites, from plants
and factories from agricultural coope-
ratives and army units, from cultural
and scientific institutions, activists of
the organization of the Women's
Union of Albania, conveyed to the
Congress the words of all the women
of Albania, expressed, once more, from
the tribune of the 8th Congress of the
Women’s Union of Albania their pro-
found gratitude to and boundless love
for the Party of Labour of Albania
and Comrade Enver Hoxha, who with
their correct and farsighted policy, li-
berated the Albanian woman from
the two-fold oppression and exploita-
tion, showed her the road towards
her allround emancipation and deve-
lopment and created the concrete con-
ditions for her to advance on this
road. The delegates also expressed the
determination of all the women of
Albania to preserve and strengthen

the steel-like unity of all the people
around the Party more and more, and
to put into practice the teachings of
the Party and Comrade Enver Hoxha
on every fromt, at work and in life,
in production and in the family, and
above all, to put into practice the
instructions of the Party and Comrade
Enver Hoxha to bring up a younger
generation educated with sound mo-
ral norms and revolutionary feelings,
with boundless love for the Homeland
and confidence in the victory of so-
cialism and communism.

The delegates to the Congress re-
ceived with applause the warm mes-
sages of greetings by the foreign de-
legates who attended the Congress on
the invitation of the General Council
of the Women’s Union of Albania and
expressed to them the ardent feelings
of solidarity of all the women of
Albania with the just struggle of the
women and girls of all countries of
the world against capitalist-revisionist
oppression and exploitation and for
their emancipation.

The warm words of the foreign de-
legations, full of love and respect for
the Party of Labour of Albania and
Comrade Enver Hoxha, the high as-
sessment they made of the successes
achieved by the Albanian women in
all fields of life, and their approval
of the correct road towards further
emancipation on which the Albanian
women have advanced, roused the re-
volutionary enthusiasm of the delega-
tes to an even higher level.

The messages of greetings addressed
to the Congress by many organizations
and friends of socialist Albania, for
whom it was impossible to take part
in the Congress,
with enthusiasm,

The greeted by a
group of youth, boys and girls from
the city, who, putting into practice the
instructions of the Party, have gone
to the countryside to work for a pe-

were also received

Congress was

riod of three years or perhaps per-
manently, to help in the development
of agriculture and the raising of the
level of the willage, thus making a

fine contribution to narrowing the dif-
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ferences which still exist between town
and countryside.

Then the Congress went on to the
second point on the agenda; «Election
of the central organs of the Wo-
men’s Union of Albania», The Con-
gress elected the General Council of
the organization  consisting of 157
members. At its first meeting, the Ge-
neral Council elected Vito Kapo, Pre-
sident of the Women’s Union of Al-
bania, and she delivered the speech
closing the Congress:

«1'he proceedings of this Congress,»
she said among other things, «were a
brilliant manifestation of the steel-like
unity of the women of Albania around
the Party and its Marxist-Leninist line,
of their boundless love for our glo-
rious Party and its beloved leader
Comrade Enver Hoxha, of their pro-
found gratitude for everything which
the Party and Comrade Enver Hoxha
have done for the benefit of the en-
tire people. The Congress demonstrated
the political and ideological maturity
of the Albanian women, the rise in
their revolutionary consciousness, their
preoccupation with the major problems
of the country; it demonstrated that for
the woman there are no loftier inte-
rests than the interests of the Home-
land, the people and socialism. When
they spoke here about oil and steel,
about bread grain and the defence of
the country, about education and cultu-
re, about science and art, about the
education of children and so on, the
delegates were thinking of the progress
and happines of our socialist Homeland.

Our Congress displayed a lofty re-
volutionary spirit. It showed that the
women of our country live with the
situations and understand them, that
they are fighting with determination
to break the imperialist-revisionist
blockades and encirclement, to cope
with its ideological aggression, to wage
the class struggle on all fronts and
in all fields correctly.

We, comrade delegates, spoke here
of that high
which our woman has attained, of that
real equality which our socialist system
has ensured for her,

level of emancipation



A view of the presidium of the 8th Congress of the WUA.

It is a marvellous thing to see what
great enthusiasm the 8th Congress of
the Albanian women has aroused
throughout the country. This is the ex-
pression of the truth that the problems
of the woman and of her emancipation
are more and more becoming the pro-
blems of our whole socialist society.
The Party created this wonderful rea-
lity which gives us support and multi-
plies our efforts for the coming battles.

The Congress was concluded with
the singing of «The International»
which echoed from the hearts of the
thousands of women present.

During the four days of the proceed-
ings of the 8th Congress of the
Women’s Union of Albania, the at-
mosphere of enthusiasm was mani-
fested everywhere in the country and
especially in Durrés. For four days on
end the squares and the streets of the
city resounded to the songs and dan-
ces of thousands of children, who ce-
lebrated the International Day of Chil-
dren. Wherever they went, the dele-
gates were surrounded with the love
and joy of the citizens of Durrés.
Many of them took the delegates and
the foreign guests to their own homes

where they spent pleasant hours in
heartfelt friendly conversation.

In honour of the delegates, on the
final day of the Congress, a grand con-
cert was given in the summer theatre
of the citty, and this was another ma-
nifestation of the strength and vitality
of the Albanian people in general and
of the women in particular.

For the foreign
uttended the

Women’s Union of Albania was given

delegations which
8th Congress of the
a dinner in «a

which passed very

warm and cordial atmosphere.




MESSAGE OF GREETING O
ENVER HOXHA TO THE 8"
WOMEN’S UNION OF ALBA
OF THE CC OF THE PARTY

To the 8th Congress of the Women’s Union of Albania

Dear comrade delegates,

The whole of Albania is following the 8th Congress of the Women’s Union of Albania, this important
event in the life of the country, with great interest and joy. The banners of the victories with which
you come to your Congress are the fruit of the efforts of all the women of Albania, of all our people, to
realize the program of the Party for the complete emancipation of the women and our whole socialist
society.

It is a special pleasure for me, on behalf of the Central Committee, the whole Party and on my own
behalf, to greet your comrades, all the heroic women of socialist Albania, and to wish you success in work
and the proceedings of the Congress. Let the voice of our woman and girl fighters burst forth at your
Congress, let their opinion and their determination to carry forward the cause of our socialist revolution
and socialist construction be expressed with full force.

Your Congress is a vivid testimony to the thorough-going and wide-ranging revolution which has
taken place in the life of the Albanian woman. You, yourselves, who have come from the construction
sites of new precjects, from the flourishing plains, from the mountain areas or from the cities, reflect the
magnificent reality of our country, the new woman liberated from oppression and exploitation, the
woman worker and fighter, educated and cultured, who takes part not only in production, but also in run-
ning the state and the Party, you reflect that complete equality and lofty dignity which socialism has given
the woman.

The Party feels a special joy when it sees that the women of Albania have achieved that high level of
emancipation for which it has worked and fought since the very first days of its founding. In the woman, the
Party found that indomitable spirit of our people which, for centuries on end, resisted oppression and ex-
ploitation, it found those lofty virtues which would make them unflinching fighters in the war; in the
woman the Party found that force which the Homeland needed for the construction of new Albania. In
countless deeds the woman of our country has always displayed her great love of and boundless devotion
to the Party, because in the Party she saw the genuine leader which would make her great dream
come true, which would make her free and equal, honoured and respected in society. Therefore, when
the Party issued the call, the Albanian woman rose courageously in the National Liberation War, in the
struggle to destroy the old state power, to smash its laws and canons, to wage the class struggle consis-
tently, to build sccialist society and establish new norms and customs of proletarian morality.

The victories achieved in these struggles were cemented with the pure blood of the finest daughters
of our people. To the Party, the people and our Homeland, the glorious heroines Mine Peza and Qeriba
Derri, Bule Naipi and Persefoni Kokédhima, Marta and Prena Tarazhi, and all the women and girls
whom our history has ranked alongside the outstanding fighters of this country, will always remain beloved
and unforgettable.

From the heights we have attained, the glorious road that the Alban‘an woman has traversed, can be
seen clearly. It is the road of the struggle for the socialist revolution, without which there would have
been no genuine liberation and emancipation of society, hence, of the woman, in our country. This road
has been and remains a school of incalculable value for the woman of socialist Albania today and for
all generations to come. It shows what the proletarian revolution is capable of doing for the woman and
the woman herself is capable of doing for the revolution, when she is led by the Marxist-Leninist Party.
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The emancipation of the Albanian woman, one of the greatest victories of the socialist revolution
and one of the most important achievements of our Party, assumes ever greater proport.ons when we see
the situation of the woman in the capitalist and revisionist world. There, too, there is talk about the eman-
cipation of the weman, but this is only a propaganda slogan, because in reality, in that unjust and in-
human society, the woman, more than any one else, is used as a commodity and is subjected to merciless
exploitation. The women are among the first victims of the serious consequences of the economic-finan-
cial crisis, they are thrown out on the street, they are the mosi oppressed and disregarded section of
society. _

The Party appreciates the great role which the militant Organization of the Women’s Union of Albania
has played in the successes achieved. During the 35 years of its existence it has loyally carried out the
tasks entrusted to it by the Party for the education and mobilization of the masses of women. Therefore,
dear comrades, strengthen your broad organization even further, increase its rsle in order to defend and
advance the victories already achieved, in order to consolidate and raise the emancipation of woman to a
higher level.

Comrade delegates,

The 7th Congress of the Party laid down a great program of work and siruggle for the allround de-
velopment of the country on the road of socialism, relying as always on our own forces. This program
cannot be realized successfully without the active participation of women, without their revolutionary
struggle. The Party calls on the woman to work, because without her production wiil be unable to
advance, it calls on her to keep a firm hold of the rifle, because without her the Homeland cannot be
defended, it calls on her to raise her Marxist-Leninist educational, cultural and technical-professional
level because without this the personality of the woman cannot be raised, it calls on her to participate
in the running of the country because without this there’can be no development of socialist democracy.
The Pariy is firmly convinced that as always, the Albanian woman will fulfil her tasks, will be, as
always, in the front ranks of the struggle for socialism.

Our whole society, the worker and cooperative farmer, the engineer and technician, the officer and
soldier, are interested in the problems you will discuss at your Congress and tasks you will undertake, be-
cause shoulder to shoulder with their women comrades, they are building their country and making it
prosper, breaking the imperialist-revisionist encirclement, overcoming the economic blockades and ideolo-
gical pressure, carrying forward the socialist revolution.

Our society is also greatly interested in the noble mission of the woman as a mother, in the great role
she plays in the raising and education of children. Qur country has a wonderful younger generation, loyal
to the Par(y and the people. This is also the great merit of the Albanian mothers, who bring up and
educate their children to be like them as regards bravery, courage and patriotism, so that they outdo them
as regards knowledge and the ever greater stridesthey will take on the brilliant road of socialism. The
women of our country have implanted love for the Party and the Socialist Homeland in the hearts of the
youth, they fight to make the families nests where eagles are reared, where boys and girls are inspired
to serve socialism in the lowlands and the mountains, in the factories and on the construction sites, at
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school and in laboratories, wherever the Homeland needs them most. This is a vital question for the
present and the future of the socialist Albania.

The people and the Party are conscious that the whole society must make even grea?er efforts for
the ceaseless emancipation of the woman, so that she is placed completely in the role which belongs to
her as a great revolutionary force for the construction of socialism and the defence of the Homeland, so
that both in men and in women, all the old remnants, mentalities and prejudices are eradicated, so that t.he
expressions of liberalism and conservatism and the bourgeois-revisionist influences, which sometimes hin-
der the woman from displaying all her values and abilities, are combated. The Party is certain tha? the
Party organizations and the organizations of the masses, the state and economic organs, the educational
and cultural institutions, the entire working people will all fight together to carry the emancipation of the
woman from victory to victory.

Dear comrade delegates,

The situation in the world today is turbulent and fraught with great dangers and threats to the
freedom and independence of the peoples. The bourgeoisie, imperialism, especially US and Soviet impe-
rialism, the revisionists and opportunists of all hues, are striving in every way to suppress the revolt
of the masses and strangle the revolution, to undermine the liberation struggle and enslave all countries.
The superpowers and their followers are invoived in a headlong armaments race and are preparing to hurl
mankind into a new war. They are inciting conflicts between different peoples and nations, brutally inter-
fering in their internal affais, hatching up plots against the freedom and sovereignty of the peoples.

These situations, which are developing in the world and which are changing continuously, must be
followed with the greatest attention by all, so that we are always ready and prepared to cope with any
danger that may threaten our Homeland. They make it essential that we raise our revolutionary vigilance
higher, steel the unity of the people around the Party more and more, and ceaselessly strengthen the
defence of the Homeland. All of us, men and women, must work tirelessly to develop and strengthen our
socialist economy, to fulfil all the tasks of the 6th five-year plan to the letter, to make the life of our
people and our children more beautiful and more prosperous.

By fighting and working for the construction of socialism, the women of new Albania will uphold
and develop the spirit of proletarian internationalism that characterizes them, will be beside the progres-
sive women who are fighting for their emancipation and rights, and beside the peoples who are fighting
for their national and social emancipation.

The beautiful city of Durrés, where your Congress is being held, is a city renowned for its patriotic
and revolutionary traditions. It has a talented working class, an ancient and developed culturfa.
May these traditions and the enthusiastic atmosphere of the people of Durrés be another source of inspi-
ration for the successful proceedings of vour Congress.

Under the leadership of the Party, with its ideals in mind and heart, throw yourselves, comrades,
with fresh vigour into the battles to realize the tasks of the 7th Congress of the Party, fight like reso-
lute revolutionaries to raise the glory of the socialist Homeland even higher.

LONG LIVE THE HEROIC WOMEN OF ALBANIA!

LONG LIVE THE MILITANT ORGANIZATION OF THE WOMEN’S UNION OF ALBANIA!
LONG LIVE OUR GLORIOUS PARTY!

GLORY TO TRIUMPHANT MARXISM-LENINISM!

ON BEHALF OF THE CC
OF THE PARTY OF LABOUR OF ALBANIA
ENVER HOXHA

Tirana, June 1, 1978
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«The 8th Congress of the Women’s Union of Albania
is taking place with the historic decisions of the 7th Con-
gress of the Party of Labour of Albania and the further
analysis of its important theses by the latest plenums of
the Central Committee of the Party of Labour of Albania
and by Comrade Enver Hoxha personally, as its basis.

Educated with the teachings of the Party and Comrade
Enver Hoxha, the Albanian women express their unsha-
keable determination that, shoulder to shoulder with the
entire people and under the leadership of the Party of
Labour of Albania, they will pour cut all their energies
to ensure the successful construction of socialism, the pro-
tection of the victories of the revolution, the defence of
Marxism-Leninism and face up courageously to all the
waves and storms from whichever quarter they come,
consistently implementing the principle of self-reliance
and smashing the savage imperialist-revisionist blockade.

The reality of socialist Albania is a living testimony
to the correct line laid down and foilowed by the Party
for the emancipation of women, too. This reality shows
to what unprecedented heights the Party and Comrade
Enver Hoxha, for whom our hearts beai with unbounded
love and gratitude, have raised the Albanian woman
and what brilliant prospects they have opened to her
further advance».

From its content and impsortance, comrade Vito Kapo
continued, the emancipation of the Albanian woman is
an inseparable part of all the radical political, econo-
mic and social transformations which have changed
the whole appearance of our society and which give her
unshakeable confidence in the present and the future.
The great advance in the life of the woman is a prac-
tical proof of the superiority of the socialist order, of
the transforming power of the life-giving ideas of
Marxism-Leninism and the correctness of the line of the
Party.

It is the right and duty of the generation which went
through the National Liberation War to remind the youn-
ger generation of our couniry of the facts about how the
Party started its work among women, what difficulties
it had to overcome and what methods were employed to
arrive at the present stage. For centuries on end, the
societies with exploiting classes had kept the Albanian
woman in the miserable plight, had left her illiterate
and shut within the four walls of her home. But the
Party had faith in the strength and vitality of the Alba-
nian woman, whose burning desire for freedom neither

the centuries of oppression nor religious obscurantism and
backward customs had kilied. In the difficult conditions
of the exploiting orders, she contributed, together with
the whole people, to the struggle for freedom and inde-
pendence, for the defence of the land, the language, the
pation and the family. That is why the Party turned
to the Albanian woman, with full confidence in her
worth and creative strength. It carried out a greai deal
of work among the masses of women to help them un-
derstand the need to link the struggle for national libe-
ration with that for their own social liberation.

The Albanian Antii-fascist Women’s Union carried out
wideranging revolutionary activity to educate the women
and mobilize them in the war, to destroy the old, to
sweep away the ruins and build the new. The activity
ol the organization was successful because it was guided
by the correct line of the Party, which embodied the
loftiest virtues of our people, their fiery love of freedom
and independence. The entire process of the destruction
of the old and the construction of the new, on the road
of the formation of our new woman was never for a
moment separated from the major problems of the re-
velution. On the basis of the teachings of the Party and
under its leadership, the Anti-fascist Women’s Union of
Albania and the other militant organizations of the mas-
ses, prepared the women for the National Liberation War
and made them participants capable of acting both on
the front and in the base area of this war, just as later,
they prepared them and involved them in the struggle
and work for the socialist construction of the country.
Thus the experience of the struggle for the emancipation
of the Albanian woman is clear evidence that the rights
and freedoms of women can be ensured only under the
leadership of a Party which is enlightened by the immor-
tal Marxist-Leninist ideology and which applied it con-
sistently.

Rapid rates of socialist construction are a distinguish-
ing feature of our couniry. The rate has been even higher
in our march towards the attainment of full equality bet-
ween woman and man in all spheres of life, in production
and social activities. Like the torrents which pour down
from the mountains and make the plains fertile, the
women and girls poured into factories and construction
sites, into field brigades, fruit-growing and live-stock
raising brigades, into local and national mass actions,
into schools, courses and laboratories. Today, it is no
longer a question of a handful of women, but of an
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entire army of emancipated women, politically and ideo-
logically educated and professionally skilled, of a mass
of women who militate everywhere, the same as the
men, in all the political and social activity of the coun-
try, in the affairs of the state and the economy, in
educational life and creative scientific work, in the field
of culture and art.

In our country, the participation of women in pro-
ductive social work 1s, on the whole, considered as a
problem solved. This Is a great victory of our socialist
system, which ensured their personality at work, in so-
ciety and the famlly, their economic independence, their
educational and professional uplift, and won recognition
for the real worth of women.

The road followed for the emancipation of the Alba-
nian woman under the leadership of the Party, has con-
firmed the teaching of the great Lenin that just as the
woman needs the revolufion in order to liberate herself,
the revolution needs the creative strength and revolu-
tionary energy of the woman in order to triumph and
advance, Many incontestable facts, the entire life of the
Albanian woman and our society, have demonsirated
the indispensability of indissolubly linking the struggle
for socialism with the struggle for the emancipation of
the woman, they show that the more socialism gives the
woman, the more the woman gives socialism in return.
The new Constitution, our second socialist Constitution
which sanctions the victories achieved so far and opened
up even more brilliant prospect to the woman and our
entire people, endorses the emancipation of woman on a
more extensive scale and at a qualitatively higher level.

The road of the emancipation of the Albanian woman
is an original experience of historic value. It speaks
of the outstanding contribution of the Party of Labour
0f Albania and Comrade Enver Hoxha, personally, to
the allround theoretical elaboration and practical solu-
tion o this problem in the spirit of Marxism-Leninism.
The emancipation of the Albanian woman is one of the
most glorious deeds of our Party, which has always
treated the problem of woman as a major problem of
the Party, as a problem of the entire society, as a pro-
blems which can be solved only when it is linked with
the revolutionary struggle of the peoples for national
and social liberation, when it is linked with the struggle
of the proletariat and of the masses of working people
under the leadership of the proletariat for the victory of
the proletarian revolution and the construciion of so-
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cialism. The history of our couniry will record the revo-
lution carried out in the life of the Albanian woman,
the struggle for her emancipation, as one of the most
outstanding deeds of the new Albania, a deed which has
been inspired, organized and led by the Party of La-
bour of Albania with Comrade Enver Hoxha at its head.
The Party teaches us, however, that the role of women
and the Women’s Union of Albania in our socialist so-
ciety is constantly increasing, both in the struggle for
the further emancipation of women and on all the
other fronts of the socialist revolution. The experience
of the struggle of the emancipation of the woman in
Albania and the great contribution the woman is making
in the socialist revolution refute the preachings of the
Soviet revisionisis and the opportunists of every hue
that allegedly the revolution needs the forces and ener-
gies of women only in its initial steps, while later
they should allegedly give up fheir organized struggle,
stand aside from the fundamental problems of the de-
velopment of social life, and return to the home. As a
resuli of these preachings the Iniernational Federation
of Democratic Women has turned into an instrument
which hinders the development of the revolutionary mo-
vement{ of the masses of women.

From the experience of our country regarding the pro-
blem of the complete emancipation of woman, on the
basis of the teachings of the Party, the analyses and
summing-up it has made, we think it necessary to stress
here, at this Congress, some fundamental conclusions
which have great theoretical and practical importance for
raising the struggle of the Women’s Union of Albania
and the contribution of the Albanian woman on all the
fronts of socialist constructien te a higher level.

First, in spite of the great achievements which have
been made in our couniry, the struggie for the emanci-
pation of women continues and will continue till commun-
ism. The compiete emancipation of women is a leap
forward which takes place within the context of the so-
cialist revolution and through the class struggle. The
Women’s Union of Albania and the broad masses of
women together with all the people, take and will con-
tinue to take an active part in this struggle, through
their Marxist-Leninist attitudes, coping with the all-
round powerful pressure which the imperialist-revisionist
encirclement exerts every day upon our country, both
directly, and by seiting in motion the internal enemies,
the remnants of the past, the alien customs and rites,
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in an effort to bring about the degeneration of our
people and undermine the work of socialism in Albania.
Ir this struggle we must sharpen our vigilance against
any enemy and act in a united front, men and women,
boys and girls both against conservafism and against li-
beralism, both against the hangovers of the tendency of
man to domination and the hangovers of the tendency
of woman to subjugation.

The confribution of the struggle for the complete
emancipation of woman is connected also with the exis-
tcnce of cerfain distinctions and inegqualities among wo-
men themselves, as well as between women and men.
Marxism-Leninism teaches wus that the elimination of
all class distinctions is a historical task which is solved
during the whole period of the transition from -capital-
ism to communism. An inseparable espect of this is the

elimination of the inequality of swoemen and the ensuring
of their complete emancipation. This task is being casri-
ed out gradually and successfully in eur socialist coun-
try. Therefore, Comrade Enver Hoxha instructs us that,
«just as we are fighting to close the gan of the economic
distinctions between town and countryside, in the same
way we must also close the gap of distincticas in the
relations between men and women, so as to ensuve their
complete equality, not only in law, but alse in rea-
lity».

Second, experience shows that in our socialist system
the problem of women becomes the concern of the whole
society. All the links of our system of the dictatorship
of the proletariat and the levers of the Parfy can and
must help the masses of women to prepare themselves ever
better politically and ideologically for the fulfilment of



ALBANIA TODAY

their mission as citizens, working people, solidiers, mothers
and regulators of family life.

Third, just as in the past, the organization of the Wo-
men’s Union of Albania, led by the Party, will work in
the future as the lever of the Party for the training,
education and mobilization of the masses of women in
the struggle for the solution of all the problems of the
revolution and the socialist construction of the country.
It is understandable that in the initial stage of the re-
velution, the Party directed the Women’s Union of Alba-
ria to devote special attention to the work among wo-
men on account of the grave situation in which the
oppressive regimes had left them. Now that really great
progress has been achieved in the emancipation of wo-
men, in carrying on the struggle in this direction, the
Women’s Union of Albania, along with the other orga-
nizations of the masses, must work even harder to in-
crease the contribution of women in all the fields of so-
cialist construction, in order to activate the masses of
women more and more in the solution of the main
problems which face the Party and our socialist so-
ciety,

The uninisrrupted development and strengthening of
our econcmy, as well as the successful fulfilment of the
6tk five-year plan, powerfully relying on our own for-
ces, requires a great:r, more total mobilization of the
forces and energies cf the revolutionary Albanian wo-
man, of her knowledge and creative spirit. The active
participation of women in the socialist construction of
the country has grown continuou.ly. Women constitute
47 per cent of the total workers of iue country. A distin-
guishing feature of the period that divides us from the
“th Congress of our organization is the more rapid in-
crease of the number of women at work in compari-
son with the increase of the total number of the workers
of our country. Thus, as against 1952, in 1977 the total
number of workers grew by 23 per cent, while the
number of women workers grew by 26 per cent.

Today the Albanian woman has put her shoulder to
tke wheel in every kind of work, wherever the interests
of socialism need her. Her participation has extended to
aimost all branches of the economy. Women are now
working with success in such important branches as
metallurgy, the chemical industry, in oil processing and
ore enrichment, in the engineering and electric indus-
tries, and many branches and sectors which, because of
the high cultural and professional levels required there,
were formerly considered as exclusively men’s jobs. In
the automatized and mechanized departments and work
processes which require high precision, women and girls
make up 30 per cent of the total number of workers.
The number of women employed in these branches has
increased more than three-fold as against 1960. The total
number of women in the agricultural cooperatives has
increased and in the state farms their number has almosi
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doubled. The effectiveness of the work of women in the
scctor of agriculture has also increased appreciably.

In the 6th five-year plan the women of our coun-
try see the brilliant prospects which are opened up
before our socialist Homeland, and they have mobiliz-
et all their strength to achieve the targets at all
costs.

We rejoice at the fact that today women and girls
make up 30 per cent of the total number of the inno-
vators and rationalizers of the country, as against 20
per cent in 1960. A large number of women have
equipped themselves with profound scientific knowledge
and have a high technical-professional level, which ena-
bles them to be active in the most varied sectors of
the economy, science and culture, and ¢o take part in
studies of economic benefit and in the application of
them.

The splendid results achieved by many women com-
rades and collectives are the result of the synthesis of
their creative thinking, their advanced experience, their
lefty communist consciousness, their mastery and prac-
tical application of scientific and technical knowledge,
and of the perfect organization of production and its
scientific management»,

«The unprecedented revolution in the field of edu-
cation and culture», comrade Vito Kapo continued, «which
has been carried oui in the glorious epoch of the Party
in our socialist society, has had a very profound effect
especially on the life of the Albanian woman. The very
broad participation of the woman in all the links of
the educational system and in the whole cultural life
of our socialist society, as well as the positive, revolu-
tionary trend of develepment of these phenomena in the
future, have been and are, one of the fundamenial means
of the allround emancipation of the woman, for the en-
hancement of her personality and social dignity, for the
increase of her knowledge and capabilities, for the con-
tinuous enrichment of her spiritual world, for the cease-
less increase of her contribution on all fronts of the
construction and defence of our socialist Homeland.

Today, our whole country has been iransformed into
a great school. The ever greater mass participation in
the people’s education system at all levels has led to
the colossal success that every day, over 700,000 pupils
and students, 47 per cent of whom are women and girls
sit regularly at their school desks. In a country in which,
ouly four decades age the woman was mercilessly op-
pressed by the savage laws of feudalism and capitalism,
the church and Moslem Law, today over 51 per cent of
the students of the part-time secondary schools of tihe
educational system are girls. This is a magnificent achie-
vement, a brilliant result of the Marxist-Leninist policy
of our Party. We take pride in the fact that in our coun-
try 444 per cent of the studenis attending higher stu-
dies are women and that 42.4 per cent of the work-
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ing people with secondary and higher schooling are
women.

The allround cultural development of girls and women
is realized in unity with the continuos raising of their
educational level.

We need only mention that in the amateur artistic
movement alone, in which hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple participate, about 55 per cent{ of the participanis are
girls and wemen. Today, the Albanian women and girls
are courageously mounting the stage and are making
with great successes their debut in the fields of the literary,
artistic, scientific and other creativeness. This is a very
important indicater of the flowering of their communist
personality.

«The successes achieved in the formation and temper-
ing of the new Albanian woman», comrade Vito Xapo
said, «have also led to her promotion to leading posts.
Teday, we have many women comrades performing top-
levei duties in the Party and siate, at the centre and
the base. There are women comrades who are members
oi the Central Committee of the Party of Labour of Al-
bania, the Political Bureau and the Council of Minisiers
or first sccretaries of the Pariy Committees in the dis-
tricts and chairwomen of ihe executive committees, ma-
nagers of big economic enterprises, agricultural cooperati-
ves and various educational and sociai-cultural institu-
tions, etc. Nevertheless, the Party lays down emphati-
cally that there are possibilities in the direction and more
must be done, net only because the number of women
who take an active part in preductive social work is
great, but also because with their political-ideological
maturity, their experience at work, educational level,
qualification efc., they have all the possibilities to carry
out any duty of responsibility the Party entrusts to them.

All that has been said is the finest testimony to the
enhancemeni of the political and ideological consciousness
of women and the society as a whole, to the place and
great role of woman in the ceaseless development of
the socialist revolution in our country.

The raising of the political and ideological cons-
ciousness of women to the level we see today has not
been easy.

In this siruggle the organization of the Women’s
Union of Albania has played an important role to implant
sound ideological convictions in fhe masses of women
and to fncrease their class consclousness, to ensure the
most active possible participation in the great struggle
the Party is waging, at the head of the people, for
the construction of socialism and the strengthening of the
defence capacity of the Homeland, in the conditions of
the savage imperialist-revisionist encirclement. It has
striven to put all its politcal and ideological activity
completely, and as well as possible, in the service of
the great problems which arise from the revolution, the
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stage achieved in the construction of soclalism, as well
as of the tasks laid down for the complete emancipa-
tion of women and the whole society.

The organizations of the Women’s Union have based
their ideological and political work on the Marxist-Le-
ninist ideology, the materials of the Party and the works
of comrade Enver Hoxha, which are the ideological
nourishment of our whole pesple. They are our mosi va-
lvable asset, by means of which the consciousness of
women is moulded, their personality is raised and they
become capable of serving the people and the Homeland
ever better.

Finding its piace and tasks in the common front of
the idco-political work of the mass organizations, the
Women’s Union of Albania, has implanted in every wo-
man the conviction that socialism is the deed of the mas-
ses. Along with the gradual rise in the idco-political cons-
ciousness of women, their active participation in the
political-social life of the country has also increased. The
word of woeman is heard everywhere powerfully. Women
and girls make up 27 per cent of the standing member-
ship of the PLA and 29.4 per cent of all those elected
to its varieus forums., In the representative organs of

‘the People’s State Power they constiinte 33.2 per cent of

the deputies to the People’s Assembly of the People’s
Socialist Republic of Albania, and 44 per cent of the
members of the people’s counciis. Likewise, 41.2 per
cent of those elected to the directing organs of the orga-
nizations of the masses and 30.7 per cent{ of the mem-
bers of the High Court of the PSR of Albania are wo-
men and young women, Exercising along with men the
rights sanctioned by law the women have greatly extend-
ed their direct participation in running the country.

Dear comrades,

In socialist Albania, a harmonious relationship has
been established between the active participation of the
woman in work and in social and political life and her
role in the family.

The raising of the political consciousness of women to
that level that they link all their duties in work and
society with the situations in which our country exists,
has strengthened our socialist family, has increased the
mothers’ joy and the children’s happiness.

The participation of the woman in production and
political and social work, the raising of her political,
ideological, educational and cultural level, along with all
the political and social transformations carried out in our
country, have strengthened our family morally, diminished
its economic function, strengthened its function of the
reproduction of life and its educational function for all
its members.

Today, thanks to our socialist order, to the allround
progress of the couniry and the care for the life of
mother and child, our Albania, which on the eve of libe-



ALBANIA TODAY

ration had only 1,040,000 inhabitants, now has more then
2,513,600 inhabitants. The average life span has increas-
ed to 68,2 years as against 38 years in 1938. Albania
kas the highest rate of increase of the population and the
lowest death rate in Europe. Of course these are the re-
sult of the general line of our glorious Party with
Comrade Enver Hoxha at the head, which has placed the
care for the free man of the socialist society above every-
thing. Many countries in the world talk about human-
ism, but at the same time, with unprecedented cynicism,
they suppress and exploit the people and compel them to
live in dire poverty and this they justify with the ex-
cessive increase of the population. There is true hu-
manism in Albania, which demonstrates with facts that
our territory can feed many more people, just as the
whole world has room and wealth for the entire natural
increase of the population. The aim of the clamour of
the bourgeois propaganda in the capitalist and revisionist
world about the so-called «democratic freedom of abor-
tion», is to divert the attention of women from the so-
cial contradictions and evils of the capitalist system, to
conceal their real cause, the capitalist law of maximum
profits, which is the source of the destruction of the
family, its degeneration and the degeneration of all other
social relations.

The socialist transformations and the participation of
women in production and political and social work have
greatly stepped up the educational function of the family
and have strengthened its socialist character.

The bourgeoisie and the revisionists are exalting the
rele of the mother in the education of children in order
te justify the withdrawal of women from social produc-
tive work, which has now become a general phenome-
non among them. But, thanks to their 34 years of expe-
rience, the working women of Albania declare from their
Congress that productive and political and social work
bas not hindered them, but, on the contrary has helped
them a great deal, to perform their role as natural edu-
cators in the family and its influence has been such that
the entire family performs its educational function better.
By bringing into the family the matters of great concern
to their work and society, the working, cooperativist or
intellectual women, have made it a real centre of edu-
cation. Not only have these stands removed the woman
from the sphere of idie gossip and rumours, from
quarrels and conflicts which might arise in the family as
a result of the foolishness of an empty life, but they
have also largely overcome that sentimentality which
leads to the fulfilment of every childish whim or desire,
however unreasonable.

Yesterday the Albanian mothers held their heads high
when their sons or daughters took up the rifle and went
to the mountains to fight for freedom. Today the young
mothers of Albania, educated with the teachings of the
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Party and as acitive participants in productive work and
pelitical and social activity, consider it an honour when
their sons or daughters go as volunieers to railways
construction sites, the great projects and the couniryside.
For all these things our mothers are proud, and the chil-
dren, the younger generation of our country, who are
carrying forward the banner of the revolution, are happy,
because only in this way can our progress be guaranteed
and our reliable and prosperous future be secured.

In the future, too, the Women’s Union of Albania
will make its continuous contribution to ensure that the
tfamily becomes more and more a centre of the revo-
lutionary education of the younger generation and all its
members>,

Then, comrade Vito Kapo said that the Women’s
Union of Albania bases itself firmly on the principled
Marxist-Leninist foreign policy of the People’s Socialist
Republic of Albania and supports the revolutionary de-
mocratic movements for the emancipation of women eve-
rywhere in the world.

After mentioning the most important international
events and the correct stand of the PSR of Albania, in
this connection Vito Kapo said:

«Dear comrades,

The problem of the liberation and emancipation of
women remains an acute problem in the world today.
The masses of women are growing ever more conscious
that the struggle for their own liberation and emanci-
pation is inseparable from the struggle for national and
social liberation.

By taking part in concrete actions to oppose the sa-
vage oppression and exploitation by the ruling classes,
the broad masses of women and the people are awaken-
ing, are seeking a way out and becoming more exten-
sively involved in the battles of the class struggle. The
struggle of working women for their rights, for work,
eaual pay and higher wages, against the domination of
the superpowers, against monopoly and neo-colonialist
capital, makes their democratic and revolutionary mo-
vements for emancipation even more powerful.

Women constitute that section of the working peo-
ple, which suffers mosi under the capitalist system,
which is subjected fo savage discrimination within this
system. HMidden behind the glossy facade of luxury,
through the pages of magazines and on the cinema
and television screens, in which film <«stars» are adver-
tized as though they were market commodities, lies the
tragedy of the millions of working women and girls,
immersed in poverty and ignorance, worn out by heavy
teil that brings fabulous profits to the capitalist ow-
ners.

The bourgeois and revisionist constitutions boastfully
proclaim the «equality» of women at a time when their
most elementary rights are being trampled underfoot.
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«Eguality» only in words and inequality in deeds, «eman-
cipation» in appearance and oppression and humiliation
in fact — this is the reality in bourgeois and revisionis}
society. There are innumerable obstacles which make it
impossible fer working women to gain the necessary
schooling or professional qualification; the gates to
science or to leading positions in the state administration
are closed to them. Those women who endeavour to
overcome the narrow lmits of the humliliating norms
of bourgeois morality, which sanctions the inequality and
inferiority of woman, come up against a thousand legal
and administrative obstacles of the exploiting order
which sanction the discrimination of the woman in law.
Even in the couniries meost developed from the indus-
trial viewpoint, the woman has not yet won the right
to equality with man in work and to receive equal pay.
In Britain, for example, which is one of the developed
capitalist countries, the women receive only 60 per cent
of a man’s pay for the same job. The situation is the
same in the WUSA, France and elsewhere. The over-
whelming majority of women can be employed only
ir ungualified jobs., Over 60 per cent of the illiterates
in the weorld are women; in Europe, for example, In
some countries such as In Xialy, about 60 per cent of
the women have only elementary schooling or none at
all.

In the conditions when the capitalist and revisionist
svstem is in deep crisis, in order to disguise the growth
of unemployement which hits the working women first
of all, the old and new bourgeoisie is lauding the regres-
sive process of the return of women to the home, while
its hack journalists try to present these processes as So-
mething which allegedly is in keeping with the «natu-
re» of women, who are predisposed to bear children, to
engage in kitchen work, and fo go to church. The bour-
geoisie welcomes the increase of the ranks of unemploy-
ed women as a way to step up the competition on the
labour market, in order fo lower the cost of labour
power and incresse the scale of the economic expleita-
tion of the working people. The reiurn of the women
to the home is advantagecus to the bourgeoisie, alseo,
because it isolates the women from the revolutionary and
democratic social movements and Impedes the growth
of their political and ideological consclousness, splits their
forces and weakens their organization. Therefore, the
women of the capitalist and revisionist couniries are
expressing their opposition to these regressive processes,
and protesting against unemployement and their in-
creasing inequsality.

Aware of the colossal force which the masses of work-
ing women constitute for the proletarian revolutior, the
ideclogists of the bourgecisie, the revisionists and the re-
formists, are spreading all sorts of reactionary concepts
and theories, the aim of which is to alienate the women
from the correct road of the struggle for their libera-
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tion and emancipation, by trying in most refined ways
te channei the movement of the women info directions
which suit the interests of the ruling classes. All sorts
o! feminist and neo-feminist organizations, which are
guided by reactionary bourgeois, revisionist, and eleri-
cal ideas, also serve the same aims. By means of these
ideas they are trying to disrupt the women’s movement,
by putting into circulation slogans, which are as absurd
as they are dangerous, about the «liberation of the fe-
male sex from the male sex», the «emancipation of wo-
men from the burden of children and the family», the
«cultivation of feminity and sex», and other such slogans.
To shift the attention of the women from the struggle
against the bourgeois order, the ideologists of these or-
ganizations preach the destruction of the family, the
abandonment of children, total disregard for every moral
standard.

They are trying to turn the struggle of women for
equal rights with men and, in general, for their eman-
cipation, into a siruggle between the sexes, into a strug-
gle within the bosom of the family.

Regardless of their demagogy about the «emancipa-
tion of women~», the Soviet revisionists, thelr satellites
and the other revisionists, also, are pursuing essentially
the same aims as the reactionary bourgeois theoreticlans.
With the slogan of «reduced hours of work and reduced
pay» for women, they are irying to disguise the growth
of unempioyement and the degree of expleitation which
are inevitable conseguences of the restoration of capi-
talism in these countries. But the false propaganda of the
revisionists, which justifies the policy of the driving of
women out of employment, cannot hide the bitter reali-
ty of the sirengthening of the economic dependence of
the wite on her husband, of the ligquidation of her
rights, of her return to her former situation of do-
mestic and social slavery.

The Khrushchevite revisionists are carrying out fe-
verish prepaganda and activity on an international scale,
also, to impose the slogans and spirit of bourgeois pacif-
izm of «peaceful coexisience», of the «lowering of ten-
gion», of the «complete and general disarmament» and so
on, on the women’s movement, at a time when the su-
perpowers are organizing bloody wars of aggression, de-
veloping the arms race, and contesting for spheres of
influence all over the world.

In order to mislead the masses of the women and to
alienate them from the democratic, anti-imperialist and
revolutionary movements, the Soviet revisionist are mak-
ing use of the Women’s International Democratic Federa-
tion. In placing itsel in the service of the Khrushchevite
revisionists, this organization degenerated, violated the
principles sn which it was founded and is playing a reac-
tionary, counter-revolutionary role. Following the line
which the revisionists imposed on it, the Women’s Inter-
national Demecratic Federation has made unprincipled
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compromises with the feminist organizations, government
and non-government, national and international organisms,
which inhibit and oppose the development of the move-
ments of women for their emancipation. Their «coopera-
tion» extends even to the Vatiean, this cenire o¢f me-
diaeval obscurantism, this ferocious enemy of the eman-
cipation of woman.

We rejoice at the fact that an ever growing number
of national organizations of wemen all over fhe world, as
well as outstanding progressive activists, are carrying
out activity independently of the Women’s International
Democratic Federation, which has placed itself under the
orders of the modern revisionisis, and are leading the
struggle of the masses of women for their rights, against
oppression and exploitation, against the policy of Inter-
vention and blackmail of the imperialist and social-impe-
rialist superpowers.

In lmplementing the teachings of the Party of Labour
of Albania and Comrade Enver Hoxha, the Women’s Union
of Albania has devoted constant attentien to the streng-
thening and extension of the ties of friendship with the
revolutionary and progressive organizations of women and
with their outstanding activists all over the world. We

Congress of the WUA.

have good reiations of collaboration with many national
and regional organizations, as well as with well-known
activists of different couniries, The Women's Union of so-
cialist Albania is in favour of extension of these ties.

The participation in our Congress of delegations from
countries as well as the many messages of greetings which
we have received frem the women’s organizations of ma-
ny other countries, are a powerful expression of these
ties and the reciprocal support beiween the women of
Albania and the women of these countries. They are a
great encouragement for us in our further struggle for the
cemplete construction of socialist society in our country.
Ve greet our sisters fighiing everywhere in the world and
wish them ever greater successes in their activity, which
has the genuine emancipation of women as ifts objec-
tive,

The women of Albania will always fight with determi-
nation against the common enemies — US fimperialism
and Soviet social-imperialism, the big bourgeolsie and
reaction, modern revisionism, reformism, opportunism, and
will always stand on the side of the peoples who are
fighting for freedom, democracy, progress and social-
Ism»,




COMMUNIQUEE
ON THE MEETING OF THE
FIFTH PLENUM
OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE
OF THE PLA

Tirana, June 28, ATA, follows the communique on the meeting of the 5th Plenum of the
Central Committee of the PLA:; On June 26 and 27, 1978, the 5th Plenum of the Central Com-
mittee of the Party met under the chairmanship of the First Secretary of the Central Commit-
tee of the PLA, Comrade Enver Hoxha. It examined the report of the Political Bureau of the
Central Committee «On the work done for the implementation of the decisions of the 5th and 6th
Plenums of the Central Committee of the Party of the year 1974 and the tasks laid down by the
7th Congress of the Party for the further strengthening of the defence of the country», deliv-
ered by the Member of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee and Chairman of the Council
of Ministers of the PSR of Albania, comrade Mchmet Shehu.

After extensive discussion of the report, the Plenum of the Central Committee unanimously
approved it and took the respective decisions.

Finally, in drawing the conclusions from the proceedings of the plenum, the First Secretary
of the Central Committee of the PLA, Comrade Enver Hoxha, spoke about the important tasks
facing the Party and the people to further strengthen the defence of our socialist Homeland.

THE 5th PLENUM
OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE PARTY
OF LABOUR OF ALBANIA

Tirana, June 27, 1978



ANNOUNCEMENT
OF THE ALBANIAN TELEGRAPHIC
AGENCY

The Albanian Telegraphic Agency is authorized to
annotnce that on the %th July, 1978, through a note
presented to the Embassy of the People’s Socialist Re-
public of Albania in Pecking, the Government of the
People’s Republic of China anngunced its decision to im-
mediately suspend all aid and payment of civil and mi-
litary credits to Albania, to leave a number of very
important projects incomplete and to withdraw all Chi-
nese specialists working in Albania.

With this unilateral and arbitrary action, the Chinese
governinent has taken a conscious and premeditated step
to worsen relations between the two countries, to da-
mage the econemy of socialist Albania and its defen-
ce potential. This hostile act fills the Albanian peo-
ple with indignation and profound anger. This act
will be condemned also by the fraternal Chinese
people.

The people of the People’s Socialist Republic of Al-
bania have nurtured pure feelings of love and respect
for the Chinese people. They have defended the People’s Re~
public of China courageously in the meost difficult mo-
ments through which it was going, and they have sin-
cerely fought fer a true and internationalist friendship
between the two countries. Whereas, by violating the
agreements concluded officially between the two sides
with the arrogance of a great state, by kicking off every
principle of Marxism-Leninism and proletarian internatio-
nalism, the Chinese Government and its leaders consciously
act to break and destroy this friendship. The suspen-
sion of all aid and the withdrawal of the specialists from
Albania, also, reveal the hypocrisy of the Chinese leaders
in their previous stands towards socialist Albania, they
also reveal the character of the granting of these
aids.

To justify its anti-Albanian act and te conceal the
real causes which led it fo take such perfidious act,
which will mest certainly be condemned by the entire
public opinien of the world, in its note the Chinese
Government presents trumped up arguments, and charges
the Albanians with ingratitude. The Albanian Telegraphic
Agency is informed that the Government of the People’s So-
cialist Republic of Albania will reply to the Chinese note
irn due time and will acquaint the public opinion of the
world with documented facis so as to enable the peoples

to judge for themselves and to become convinced that
Albania is in its right.

The suspensien of China’s the economic, civil and
military aid to Albania, and the withdrawal of Chi-
nese specialisis from Albania stem from the adop-
tion by the People’s Republic of China of the big power
course, from its deviation from the scientific theory of
Marxism-Leninism, from its raprochement to and collabo-
ration with imperialist and reactionary forces in the
world, from the renunciation of aid to and support for
the revolutionary and liberation forces on the interna-
tional arena. The leadership of China conditions its eco-
nomic collaboration with our country by the acceptance
on the part of Albania and its submission to ifs anti-
Marxist policy. The Party of Labeur of Albania and
the Albanian Government have made efforts to solve the
disagreements which existed between our two parties
on the Marxist-Leninist road, but the Communist Party
of China and its leaders have refused such a road.

Such actions as the suspension of aid, the withdrawal
of specialists, and so on, which the Albanian people
have experienced before with the Khrushchevite revi-
sionists, cannot succeed in Albania. The pressures and
blackmail, whatever be their nature, to bring our Party
and people to their knees, have mot had and will never
bave any success. They have been furned into defeats
to their authors.

Pressures and blockades cannot drown the voice of
socialist Albania, they will never compel the Albanian
pecple to renounce their correct Marxist-Leninist stands,
can never alienate them frem the fight against imperialists
and revisionists of all shades.

Under the tested leadership of the Party of Labour
of Albania, with Comrade Enver Ioxha at the head,
the Albanian people, now hardened to chauvinistic and
imperialist methods which innumerable enemies have
used against it, will face up to and overcome wifh suc-
cess all obstacles, will win new victories, constructing
the complete socialist society with their own forces.

The Albanian people, under the leadership of their
Party of Labour, will continue to fight on this course,
and are convinced that they will always enjoy the sup-
port of all freedom-loving peoples and revolutionaries
of the world.



MESSAGE

TO THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE
OF THE REVOLUTIONARY
COMMUNIST PARTY OF CHILE

Dear comrades,

The untimely death of the belov-
ed Comrade David Benquis, one of the
main founders, organizers and leaders
of the Revolutionary Communist Par-
ty of Chile, caused us immense grief.
In these moments of deep sorrow for
you, as well as for all the Chilean
Marxist-Leninist comrades, we express
you our sincere condolences,

Comrade David Benquis, as a
Marxist-Leninist leader, dedicated all
his revolutionary energy and capabi-
lilies to the construction and temper-
ing of your Revolutionary Communist
Party as a Marxist-Leninist Party, as
the vanguard of the Chilean proletariat
and people in the struggle against the
fascist dictatorship and capitalist ex-

Tirana, June 2, 1978,

ploitation, for national and social libe-
ration and the triumph of socialism
in their Homeland. Our Party recalls
with respect Comrade Benquis, as an
unflinching fighter against U.S. impe-
rialism and Soviet socialimperialism,
which jointly exploit the peoples, as a
Marxist-Leninist revolufionary against
modern revisionism and opportunism
of all hues.

Comrade David Benquis has been
not only an ardent fighter for free-
dom, independence and socialism in his
Homeland, but also a proletarian in-
ternationalist, supporter of the revolu-
tionary movements of the proletariat
and the oppressed peoples and of the

Santiago

unity of the world Marxist-Leninist
movement. We will always preserve
alive the memory of our respected
Comrade David Benquis, who also nur-
tured a sincere love for our Party of
Labour and the Albanian people.

We express our conviction that at
these moments of grievance for the
loss of its leader, Comrade David Ben-
quis, the sister Revolutionary Commun-
ist Party of Chile will further streng-
then its ranks and will always carry
forward the revolutionary struggle for
the triumph of Marxism-Leninism in
Chile, for which he fought with deter-
mination and courage during all his
life.

First Secretary

of the Central Committee of the Party of Labour of Albania

ENVER HOXHA




THE COMMUNIST PARTY

OF

DAHOMEY FOUNDED

«Flame», the central organ of the
Communist Party of Dahomey, reports
in its first issue, the founding of
this new Marxist-Leninist Party on
the African continent.

The Communist Party of Dahomey,
as is stressed in the editorial of the
newspaper «Flame~», devoted to this
event, was born as an objective neces-
sity of the class struggle, of the social,
economic and political conditions in
Dahomey. 1t was founded on the anvil
of the protracted class struggles in the
country, courageously and resolutely
overcoming all difficulties, overcoming
the various obstacles set up by reac-
tion in collusion with international im-
perialism, in struggle against the ma-
nifestations of revisionism, reformism,
spontaneity, negligence of the role of
the Party, sectarianism, etc. It reso-
iutely relies on the immortal princi-
ples of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Sta-
lin,

In its programme, which has been
published in this issue of the newspa-
per «Flame», the Communist Party of
Dahomey, making an analysis of the in-
ternal situation, describes Dahomey
as a «new colony of French imperialism»
and also stresses that this country <«is
a target of the fierce rivalry espe-
cially between the two superpowers,
the USA and the Soviet Union». For
this, the program says, the Com-
munist Party of Dahomey, combating
French imperialism, fights and will
{ight at the same time against the two
hegemonic superpowers, US imperial-
ims and Soviet socialimperialism. The
Parfy does not separate the resolute
struggle against these external enemy
forces from the struggle against local
reaction, the bureaucratic and com-
pradore bourgeoisie and the remnants of
feudalism, which back up imperialism.
It sees in the working class of Da-

homey, though few in numbers, «the
leading class in the revolution» which
will exercise its leading role «through
its Party, the Communist Party of Da-
hcmey>». At the present stage, the
Party lays down as its major objective
the fulfilment of these fundamental
tasks: the political unity of the people
around it, the arming of the masses
and the setting up of a liberation army,
the destruction of the apparatus of
the existing neo-colonialist state and
ite replacement with a new apparatus
of the people’s dictatorship directed
against the pro-imperialist classes and
strata.

The program says that <«both US
imperialism and Soviet socialimpe-
rialism represent to the same extent
the number 1 enemy of the interna-
tional proletariat and of the peoples.
You cannot rely on one to fight the
other». Likewise, it is stressed that
«one cannot rely on the other impe-
rialist, and revisionist powers either,
because they are linked with aggressi-
ve pacts and treaties, some with the
USA, some with the Soviet Union.
They suppress the peoples of various
countries of the world, actively fight
against the revolution and socialism. We
must fight against them too». The Com-
munist Party of Dahomey refutes the
preachings of the «theory of the three
worlds» for alliance with West Euro-
pean imperialism and US imperialism
to allegedly combat Soviet socialimpe-
rialism.

In assessing the international si-
tuation, the Communist Party of Da-
hcemey relies on the profound analysis
the great leaders of the international
proletariat, Lenin and Stalin, have made
of our epoch, it relies on the four
fundamental contradictions clearly de-
fined by them, which it considers as a
guide «to define all strategy and tactics
of the Party of the proletariat». Bear-

ing in mind these four fundamental
contradictions, the program of the
Communist Party of Dahomey says
that the socalled «theory of the three
worlds» is a new formula of «peaceful
coexistence» of Khrushchev, It prea-
ches conciliation between the work-
ing class and the bourgeoisie. The
Communist Party of Dahomey calls for
a resolute fight against this new dan-
ger, a fight with the same vigour
against US imperialism and Soviet so-
cialimperialism. It declares that it
«warmly backs up the Party of Labour
ot Albania and its leader Comrade
Enver Hoxha for the resolute and
principled struggle they wage to de-
fend Marxism-Leninism and proleta-
rian internationalism, as it has been
defined and applied by Marx, Engels,
Lenin and Stalin».

The Founding Congress of the Par-
ty of Dahomey sent a message to the
CC of the PLA and Comrade
Enver Hoxha., This message reads
in part:

The Founding Congress of the CP
of Dahomey, hails the victories of
the dictatorship of the proletariat in
the PSR of Albania.

The Founding Congress of the CC
of Dahomey resolutely supports the
just struggles of the PLA with Com-
rade Enver Hoxha at the head in de-
fence of the purity of Marxism-Le-
ninism against all the tendences of re-
visionism, to preserve the unity of the
international Marxist-Leninist com-
munist movement and to develop ge-
nuine proletarian internationalism, to
defend and strengthen the dictator-
ship of the proletariat and forge ahead
with the complete construction of so-
cialism in Albania. These just strug-
gles inspire the communists of Daho-
mey, who are determined to scale all
heights and encourage our working
class and our people.



THE COMMUNIST PARTY

OF NEW ZEALAND REAFFII

 MS

ITS BASIC LINE AND POLICY

Statement of the National Committee of the Party

In its issue of May 2,1978, the news-
paper «People’s Voice», the organ of
the Communist Party of New Zealand,
publishes the statement of the National
Committee of the Party under the title
«the Communist Party Reaffirms its
Basic Line and Policy», which says:

The Marxist-Leninist Communist
Party of New Zealand once again af-
firms its view that the basic contra-
diction in New Zealand, a developed
capitalist country, is that between the
working class and the capitalist class
headed by the monopoly capitalist sec-
tion. Consequently the working class
faces a directly socialist revolution.

Any attempt to try to insert an iter-
mediate stage between capitalism and
the dictatorship of the proletariat is
opportunism and revisionism. The
adoption of a line of an intermediate
stage of national democratic, people’s
democratic, or anti-imperialist, revolu-
tion, however correct for many coun-
tries of Africa, Asia and Latin Ameri-
ca, is nothing but class collaboration
in regard to developed New Zealand.
It means collaborating with one’s
«own» capitalist class, uniting with this
class who are thoroughly pro-impe-
rialist, and sowing the illusion among
the working class and the masses that
their exploiters and class enemy are
really their friend and ally, willing
to fight under the leadership of the
working class and its Party for libe-
ration from imperialism! And this
when New Zealand history shows that
the national capitalists back imperial-
ism to the hilt! Such a line in relation

to New Zealand is reactionary bour-
geois nationalism, pure and simple, it
is a thorough-going betrayal ¢f the
basic interests of the working class.

Such in fact is the revisionist line
which E.TF.Hill and the other oppor-
tunist leaders of the Communist Party
of Australia (M-L) are trying to im-
pose on the Party and the working
class of New Zealand through crude
Khrushchev-type interference with its
internal affairs and by means of in-
triguing and conspiring with a tiny
gang of local anti-Party conspirators.
These are being exposed at the present
time.

The Communist Party of New Zea-
land, stresses the statement of the Na-
tional Committee of this Party, follows
a consistent line of revolutionary class
struggle in New Zealand for the aim
of establishing the dictatorship of the
proletariat.

Internationally it unites with the
working class of the developed capi-
talist countries in the revolutionary
struggle for socialism and against im-
perialism and capitalism, particularly
against the two imperialist superpow-
ers, the biggest world exploiters, US
imperialism and Soviet socialimperial-
ism. It fights both in theory and in
practice to unite the working class of
New Zealand with the struggle of the
oppressed peoples for liberation irom
imperialism and their internal reac-
tionaries. It fights also for the widest
unity between all peoples against super-
power domination and drive to world
war.

The Communist Party of New Zea-
land develops its line in conformity
with proletarian internationalism and
its own practice in revolutionary class
struggle. It wages consistent struggle
for strict adherence to the basic prin-
ciples of Marxism and the correct re-
lations between fraternal parties which
includes non-interference in the in-
ternal affairs of the other parties. We
held that the solutions to the pro-
blems of the revolution in each country
have to be solved by the revolutionary
workers of that country.

In the present developing crisis of
capitalism in New Zealand and abroad,
the imperialist bourgeoisie are seeking
to smash the Communist Party of New
Zealand because it is in the forefront
of the struggle in defence of the basic
interests of the working class and the
mass of the people. The imperialists
are being aided by a small gang of

petty-bourgeois elements within the
Party.
However, the rank-and-file of the

Communist Party of New Zealand, to-
gether with non-Party supporters, have
stood firm to defend the Party. In doing
so, they are defending basic Marxist-
Leninist principles. It is this firm stand
on principle that will ensure both the
defeat of the revisionist conspiracies
against the Communist Party of New
Zealand and the further strengthen-
ing of the Party ideologically, politi-
cally and organizationally, stresses the
Statement of the National Committee
of the C.P.N.Z in conclusion.



IMPORTANT MARXIST-LENINIST

DOCUMENT OF THE COMMUNIST

PARTY OF NEW ZEALAND

«ZERI I POPYVLLIT>

The statement by the National Com-
mitee of the C.P. of New Zealand on
May 22, 1978, which was published
yvesterday in our press, in which it
reaffirms its basic line and policy, is
an important Marxist-Leninist docu-
ment at a significant moment in the
life of the revolutionary vanguard of
the New Zealand proletariat.

In conformity with the teachings of
Marxism-Leninism, applied in the con-
crete conditions of New Zealand, the
statement affirms that the N. Z. work-
ing class today faces the task of the
socialist revolution and that the
C.P.N.Z. consistently adheres to the
line of the revolutionary class struggle
for the establishment of the dictator-
ship of the proletariat. Rejecting the
preachings about an intermediate stage
between capitalism and the dictator-
ship of the proletariat, which, in the
conditions of New Zealand, as a de-
veloped capitalist country, would mean
abandonment of the revolution and
class collaboration with the local bour-
geoisie, who are allies of imperialism,
the National Committee of the C.P.N.Z.
in its statement sternly condemns these

preachings as opportunism, revision-
ism, pure reactionary bourgeois national-
ism, and utter betrayal of the fun-
damental interests of the working class.

On the international plane, the sta-
tement of the National Committee of
the C.P.N.Z.
Marxist-Leninist internationalist line,
the line of solidarity and unity with
the revolutionary struggle of the work-
ing class of the capitalist countries
for socialism and against the exploiting
bhourgeois order and imperialism, with
the struggle of the oppressed peoples
to liberate themselves from imperial-

also reaffirms a clear

ism and the reactionary local regi-
mes, with the struggle of the revolu-
tionary forces and freedom-loving peo-
ples against the two biggest enemies
and exploiters, American imperialism
and Soviet socialimperialism, against
their aims for domination of the world
and their
world war.

The statement is clear evidence that
the C.P.N.Z insistently upholds correct
internationalist relations between sis-
ter parties, on the hasis of unwaver-
ing lovalty to the princinles of Marx-

preparations for a new

ism-lLeninism of equality and non-in-
terference in one another’s internal
affairs and the right of each party to
solve the problems of the revolution
in its own country without external
pressure or interference, according to
the universal precepts of Marxism-Le-
ninism, its own revolutionary expe-
rience, and the concrete conditions of
the country.

The Party of Labour of Albania, the
Albanian communists, fully support
these correct, revolutionary Marxist-
Leninist positions of the sister C.P. of
New Zealand and give their full back-
ing to its resolute struggle against
revisionist plots which are intended to
divert the C.P.N.Z. from the revolu-
tionary road, to bring about its dege-
neration and destruction. The Party of
Labour of Albania expresses its deep
conviction that such plots against the
sister C.P. of New Zealand will end
in ignominious defeat, as they have
done in the past, and wishes the Party
success in its revolutionary struggle
and work for the further ideological,
political, and organizational strengthen-
ing of its ranks.

«ZERI 1 POPULLIT» — Organ of the CC of the PLA



INTERNATIONALIST RALLY
IN CANADA

The newspaper <«People’s Canada
Daily News», organ of the Communist
Party of Canada (Marxist-Leninist),
reports that on 30th April, 1978, an in-
ternationalist rally was organized in
the city of Montreal. The rally, which
was attended by more than 3,500 peo-
ple, was organized by the Communist
Party of Canada (M-L).

Messages of greetings were sent to
this rally from a number of Marxist-
Leninist communist parties or groups
and national liberation movements of
various countries. The Central Com-
mittee of the Party of Labour of Al-
bania, also, sent a message of greet-
ngs.

The Chairman of the Communist
Party of Canada (M-L), Hardial Bains,
delivered a speech in which he under-
lined the importance of this rally to
the communist (M-L) movement in
Canada, the Canadian proletariat and
the strengthening of the international
Marxist-Leninist communist move-
ment.

When the message of greeting from
the Central Committee of the Party
of Labour of Albania was read, says
the newspaper, all present rose to

their feet and applauded vigorously.
They also applauded the messages of
greetings from the representatives of
the Communist Party of Spain (M-L),
the Communist Party of Portugal (Re-
constructed), the Revolutionary Com-
munist Party of Chile, the Workers’
and Peasants’ Party of Iran, the mes-
sages and greetings sent by a number
of other Marxist-Leninist parties and

national liberation movements from
various countries.
The newspaper <«People’s Canada

Daily News» writes that both in the
greetings read by the representa-
tives of the participating parties and
movements, as well as in the messages
which were read there, the successes

Marxist-Leninist
and organization
its own coun-

achieved by every
communist party
which is fighting in
try for the cause of the revolution and
socialism, are considered to be the
common victories of the international
proletariat. They stressed that unity
of the internationalist Marxist-Leninist
communist movement cannot Dbe
achieved except by resolutely oppos-
ing modern revisionism and opportun-

ism of all shades, by firmly denounc-

ing the anti-Leninist theory of «three
worlds» as a counterrevolutionary
theory, which is a complete revision
and falsification of Marxism, a coun-
terrevolutionary strategy, against the
interests of the proletariat and the op-
pressed peoples, against the revolution
and socialism. The various messages
of greetings express determination io
defend the purity of Marxism-Leninism
and strengthen proletarian internatio-
nalism, to support the correct Marxist-
Leninist assessment that the two sup-
erpowers, US imperialism and Soviet
socialimperialism, today are the big-
gest and most aggressive enemies his-
tory has ever known. They represent
the chief enemy of socialism and the
freedom and independence of the na-
tions, the greatest force defending the
system of oppression and exploita-
tion.

Among other activities a film on the
7th Congress of the PLA was shown
and publications from the literature of
the PLA and other sister parties we-
re distributed to those taking part in
the rally.

The manifestations closed with the
singing of «The International-.



IMPERIALISTS

HANDS OFF VIETNAM

«ZERI I POPULLIT>

THREE YEARS HAVE GONE BY SINCE THE PEOPLE OF VIETNAM WON
THEIR GREAT VICTORY OVER THE US IMPERIALIST AGGRESSORS AND
THEIR DESPICABLE LACKEYS. THIS OPENED THE WAY TO THE REALI-
ZATION OF THE LOFTY NATIONAL ASPIRATIONS OF THE WHOLE
PEOPLE, BOTH IN THE NORTH AND IN THE SOUTH. UNITED VIETNAM
SET TO WORK FOR THE PEACEFUL CONSTRUCTION OF THE COUNITRY.

THE US IMPERIALISTS DID THEIR UTMOST TO BREAK VIETNAM,
TO PUT THIS COUNTRY UNDER THEIR NEO-COLONIALIST DOMINATION
AND TURN IT INTO A FORWARD BASE FOR AGGRESSION AGAINST
OTHER PEOPLES OF ASIA, THE WHOLE MILITARY, ECONOMIC AND PO-
LITICAL POTENTIAL OF US IMPERIALISM WAS USED TO BRING THE
HEROIC VIEINAMESE PEOPLE TO THEIR KNEES AND SUBJUGATE THEM.
OVER ¢ MILLION AMERICANS TOOX PART, DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY,
IN THIS UNPRECEDENTEDLY BARBAROUS ADVENTURE.

The United States of America spent the lives of millions of their finest
more than 145 billion dollars, dispat-  sons, poured out all their material and
ched the most <«outstanding» gene- spiritual energies on the altar of viec-
rals of the Pentagon, the most highly tory, and the couniry was burned and
trained soldiers, the most modern seaved by fire and steel in the bloody
weapons and the most deadly poisons, war. On account of all these sacrifices
to Vietnam. One after another, the and this heroism, on account of this

US Presidents, Eisenhower and Ken-
nedy, Johnson and Nixon, invented
and employed all their strategies and
«doctrines», implemented the policies
of «Americanization» and <«Viethami-
zationr, the tactics of «scorched earth-
and their diplomatic trickery, but it
all ended in ignominious defeat.

The Vietnamese people opposed the
ferocity, barbarism and trickery of US
imperialism with their ardent patriot-
ism, with their unflinching determi-
nation to fight with their steel-like
will to win. The sacrifices which the
people of Vietnam made and the he-
roism they displayed in the struggle
imposed on them by the imperialists,
are without precedent. They sacrificed

«ZERI I POPULLIT» — Organ of the
CC of the PLA.

great and glorious contribution they
have made to the struggle of all other
freedom-loving peoples who have risen
against the aggressive policy of the
imperialists, the Vietnamese people
enjoy the admiration, honour, respect
and sympathy of all the peoples of
the world. He who has no respect and
gratitude for these superhuman sacri-
fices must be condemned.

The Albanian people, educated by
their Party of Labour with Comrade
Enver Hoxha at the head, gave their
sincere support to and backed to the
hilt the liberation struggle of the Viet-
namese people against the US impe-
rialists and their lackeys. They whole-
heartedly hailed their heroic victories
and expressed unwavering confidence in
the triumph of their just cause. Our peo-

ple, like all the other peoples who
were in solidarity with the anti-impe-
rialist and liberation struggle of the
Vietnamese people, hoped that they
would be able to enjoy and consoli-
date the victories achieved at such cost
of blood and sacrifice, to live free and
build their socialist homeland in peace.

But the conflicts created and the
armed clashes on the Vietnamese-
Cambodian border, stirred up by the
foreigners, which have already cost
the lives of many victims, disturbed
the work of peaceful construction
which had just begun in Indochina.
All the friends of Vietnam, among
whom are the Albanian people, obser-
ve with regret that instead of being
solved in the spirit of friendship, un-
derstanding and mutual interest, the
Vietnamese-Cambodian disagreements
have become even more complicated as
a result of foreign interference.

The Party of Labour of Albania has
clearly expressed its viewpoint and
stand in regard to this conflict. The
editorial of «Zéri i Popullit» of Ja-
nuary 5 this year, on the border in-
cidents between Cambodia and Viet-
says that the stand of the
Albanian people has been and is that
the two neighbouring countries and
peoples, who have fought together
against imperialism and the same ene-

nam,

mies, should cease any action which
infringes the lofty interests of the re-
volution and the freedom of the two
nations, and should resolve their dis-
agreements on the road of friendly
talks. We remain convinced that this
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can be achieved through joint efforts
and good will.

However, instead of becoming pea-
ceful, because of new imperialist plots
and intrigues of the superpowers, the
situation in that zone is deteriorating
and becoming ever more acute. An
atmosphere which augurs no good has
been created around Vietnam. The
freedom-loving peoples of the world
are worried about the new events that
are taking place, but they are con-
vinced that the Vietnamese people,
who have brilliant militant traditions
and an indomitable spirit, will cope
with and overcome the new dangers
and difficulties that have been creat-
ed for them.

That the progress of Vietnam on its
road of independent development and
peaceful construction should be hind-
ered, is a violation and offence to
the conscience of all peoples, of all
those who love freedom and respect
the independence of nations, the right
of each country {o dacide its own af-
fairs for itself.

Opposing viewpoints on various ques-
tions may exist between the neigh-
bouring countries but we hold that
this should not be any reason to
create and incite conflicts, and that
the just and correct road to settle dis-
agreements is that of talks. To seek
to settle the issues by imposing the
views of cne side through political,
economic pressures, etc.,, is something
that must be condemned. This is a
practice which the peoples have long
ago rejected.

Vietnam has its own political and
ideological views. That is its own af-
fair. But we defend the rights of the
people of Vietnam, the principle that
each people decides the fate of its
own country itself, without outside
interference. No one has the right to
exert pressures and threats on them.

Those who choose such methods and
refuse to sit at the table to discuss
the solution of disagreements which
may arise between neighbouring coun-
tries, are not in the right. They are

the weaker in their arguments and
are the culprits. Therefore, if anyone
thinks he can impose his views and
aims by means of pressures and black-
mail, he can be certain that the Viet-
namese people will not accept this
and that no free people will appro-
ve it.

Following the victory over US im-
perialism and the reunification of the
country a new epoch began for the
Vietnamese people, that of efforts to
heal the many grave wounds from
the war, the period of reconstruction
and socialist transformations. Now, no
one has the right to interfere in their
internal affairs, to impede the solu-~
tion of these tasks and to create dif-
ficulties for them. No one should
meddle in how Vietnam solves its
own problems, how it handles the mat-
ters over which it is sovereign.

When pressures are exerted on Viet-
nam and efforts made from out-
side to dictate to it how it should
act and what it should do in its
own country, everyone understands
what is hidden behind the glogans
and fine words, «we support the free-
dom and independence of the peo-
ples», «we give disinterested aid», «we
respect the rights of nations» etc.,
which the imperialists use unsparingly.

Now, the Vietnamese people are faced
with new great difficulties. But they
have never been afraid or given way
in the face of difficulties and pres-
sures. They have learned to resist
them resolutely and overcome them,
no matter how great they may be
and from what quarter they may come.
Now, as in the past, they enjoy the so-
lidarity and sympathy of all the free-
domloving peoples, and all the progres-
sive forces. Those who stand loyal to
proletarian internationalism consider it
their duty to assist and support the
Vietnamese people against the intrigues
of big powers and all those, who
willingly or otherwise, support these

powers.

ALBANIA TODAY



THE «THEORY

OF THE NON-ALIGNED

WORLD»

AND THE «THEORY
OF THREE WORLDS»
UNITED IN DEFENCE
OF THE IMPERIALIST
STATUS QUO .cons s rorvsurr.

The theories of the «non-aligned world», the «three worlds»,
the «free world» and all the other bourgeois and revisionist «worlds» have
the one aim, not to assist the peoples to find the road of genuine

anti-imperialist, revolutionary struggle, but to set

them on a false trail, harmless to imperialist domination.

IMPORTANT EVENTS HAVE BEEN TAKING PLACE RECENTLY IN
AFRICA AND ELSEWHERE, SAYS THE ARTICLE. THE ATTENTION OF
WORLD OPINION HAS BEEN CENTERED CN THE LONG-SUFFERING
AFRICAN CONTINENT, SWEPT BY THE FLAMES OF VARIOUS CON-
FLICTS WHICH THE SUPERPOWERS ARE INCITING AND FANNING
UP WITH ALL THEIR STRENGTH. THERE IS FIGHTING IN THE OGADEN
AND ERITREA, FIGHTING IN CHAD AND TEE SAHARA, FIGHTING IN
ZAIRE AND ANGOLA, TORRENTS OF BLOOD ARE FLOWING IN RHO-
DESIA, SOUTH AFRICA AND S.W. AFRICA. DAY BY DAY THE GIANT
ANTONQOV RUSSIAN AIRCRAFT UNLOAD MERCENARY SOLDIERS IN
EAST AND WEST AFRICA, AND THE GIANT HERCULES AMERICAN
AIRCRAFT TRANSPORT THE FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION AND THE
SOLDIERS OF THE KING OF MOROCCO TO THE EQUATOR.

Ministers from Britain, West Ger-
United States and else-
back and forth

all over Africa in an

convince the insurgent peoples of Zim-

attempt to
many, the
babwe, Namibia and Azania to sur-

where are rushing

«ZERI I POPULLIT» — Organ of the
CC of the PLA

render their weapons Lo the white ra-
cists,

The imperialists of the East and the
West are quarrelling, screaming ac-
cusations at each other about «interfe-
rence in Africa», «expansionist aims»,
«disturbing the international balance»,
ete. ete. The old and new superpowers,
the old colonialists and the neo-colo-
nialists who have just begun to stretch
out their tentacles, are all rushing to
declare themselves defenders of the
peoples and champions of peace in Af-
frica. And under cover of all this dea-
propaganda and cunning de-
being inundated
with arms and

fening
magogy, Africa is
with foreign troops,
munitions, with experts and advisers,

diplomats and preachers.
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A united front has been created in-
cluding everyone from the old colonia-
lists and United States imperialism to
the Soviet socialimperialists and others,
for the purpose of undermining, strang-
ling and extinguishing the struggle
of the African peoples. All these powers
are firying to preserve their colonial
domination or to seize dominating po-
sitions on this continent from one
another. To the imperialist powers,
anything which might hinder the in-
dependent, economic, political and so-
cial development, anything which
might drown the African people’s as-
pirations for social progress and
genuine democracy, anything which
violates and denies their vital inte-
rests, is fine. No morality, either the
religious morality which they profess
or the bourgeois morality to which
they are devoted, stops them from
torturing the black people of South
Africa and Rhodesia, from killing the
poor peasants of Ethiopia, Zaire or An-
gola and plundering the African oil, cop-
per, uranium, iron and phosphate in the
most insatiable and barbarous way.

Proceeding from that old imperialist
principle of divide and rule, the co-
lonialists have left the new African
states a legacy of an endless number
of border, ethnical, nationality, and
other problems. Now the American
imperialists, the Soviet socialimperia-
lists and the others are exploiting the
situation to set one people against the
other and to hinder their uniting in
the struggle against foreign and local
exploiters. The imperialists and neo-
colonialists are mounting a great pro-
paganda campaign to incite feelings
of hatred amongst African countries,
to stir up old jealousies and set off
new conflicts for narrow nationalist,
tribal, racial or traditional ends. They
are unsparing in the arms, instructors,
advisers and specialists, they send to
teach the African peoples how to fight
and kill one another better.

In many African countries today,
continues the article in «Zéri i Popu-

llit», it is the powerful capitalist and
imperialist states which are making
the law, which are propping up many
of thes local ruling cliques, which are
directly dependent on them and which
they install or remove, or even Kkill,
as their own interests dictate. It is
these anti-national, anti-popular reac-
tionary cliques, real gendarmes of
neo-colonialism, which guard the inte-
rests of the foreign capital invested
in Africa, which defend the banks
and subsidaries of multi-national com-
panies, which guarantee maximum
profits for the
which keep the people under oppres-
sion and in darkness, so that they
will not see how they are being fleec-
ed and plundered by imperialists and
colonialists.

But nothing * can
awakening of the peoples of Africa,
their struggle for freedom and in-

foreign monopolies,

now stop the

dependence, for political and economic
rights, their struggle for full sovereign-
ty over their national resources and
assets and for their own culture and
traditions. Neither the white merce-
naries and imperialist weapons, dol-
lars and rubles, nor the crucifixes of
missionaries and the defeatist theories
which are being exported wholesale
to this continent from all over the
world, can prevent the re-birth of
Africa. And neither can those cliques,
sold out to imperialists and colonia-
lists, prevent this re-birth, however
zealous they may be in their merciless
Today, the freedom and
emancipation of the African peoples

betrayal.

is a major demand of the time. The
ominous forces of retrogression may
make desperate efforts to hinder it,
but the wheel of history will conti-
nue to roll forward as relentlessly as
ever.

Neither the so-called theory of the
«non-aligned world» which is being
propagated with extraordinary zeal by
the Yugoslav revisionists, nor the
«theory of three worlds» can save the
reactionary cligues, which are gover-
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ning many countries of this continent,
and the imperialist and neo-colonialist
domination in Africa. The theory of
the «non-aligned world» and that of
«the three worlds», comprise a two-
headed monster, created by the im-
perialists to deceive the peoples and
to assist the in difficult
situations. The political and ideological
platform, which the inventors of these
two theories advocate, is a strategy
to preserve the status quo, to wean
the African peoples away from the
right road of the revolutionary and

imperialists

liberation struggle, in order to defend
the imperjalist domination and neo-
colonialism in Africa, as well as in
other regions They
have come to the aid of the big im-

and continents.

perialist powers, the former colonia-
lists and the new neo-colonialists,
to hinder the economic, political and
social development of the peoples.
The advocates of the <«non-aligned
world» are trying to spread the il-
lusion that it is possible to create a
movement with neutral countries, in-
dependent from the military blocs of
the United States of Ainerica and the
Soviet Union, which could exert pres-
sure on the superpowers, to convince
them by logic to abandon their ex-
pansionist policy and with their hands
on their hearts to share the wealth
of the world in a fair and rational

manner. Therefore, they say, there
should be the minimum resistance te
their policy, as little as possible

struggle and revolutionary action to
defend the rights of nations, as little
as possible effort to lay down a clear
line  of demarcation between the
friends and enemies of the peoples.
According to them, what is needed is
the maximum number of internatio-
nal conferences and seminars, the ma-
ximum number of meetings and theo-
retical debates, the maximum number
of concessions, to convice the Ame-
ricans and Russians that they must
not «align» the world. Let us beg the

American, British, French, German,
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Belgian and other monopelies, to as-
sist the economic, cultural and other
progress of Africa, Asia and Latin
America, out of their good will and
the kindness of their hearts, they say.

This <«non-aligned world» is like a
dream, but a dream which the impe-
rialists and revisionists, the neo-colo-
nialists and capitalists are adverstising
noisily, to keep the peoples wrapped
in illusions and to divert their atten-
tion from the dreadful reality in which
they are living.

Daily practice, when even the reac-
tionary ruling cliques are presenting
themselves as «non-aligned», as «anti-
«popular»,
«progressive» and even <«socialist»,
chows that the whole theory of the
«non-aligned world» is a great fraud,
designed to blunt the vigilance of the
and divert them from real

imperialist», «democratic»,

peoples
struggle against imperialism, and espe-
cially the {wo superpowers. What sort
of <«non-alignment» is it when even
those countries in which oppressive
counterrevolutionary anti-popular re-
gimes, linked with a thousand visible
and invisible threads with world im-
perialism and its military, economic
and financial structures, etc., are in
power, proclaim themselves and are
accepted as <«non-aligned»? It is well
known that many states which ad-
vertise themselves as «non-aligned»,
while not formally members of NATO,
the Warsaw Treaty or any other mi-
litary bloc, have committed themsel-
ves completely to one or the other
superpower or to the two of them, as
well as to the other big capitalist
and imperialist powers, through a se-
ries of treaties and official operative
agreements.

How can the theory of the «non-
aligned world> or that of «three
worlds> be considered theories which
fight for the liberation and emanci-
pation of peoples oppressed and ex-
ploited by imperialism, which oppose
the interference of the superpowers
in the internal affairs of other coun-

tries, which are for defence of the
independence and sovereignty of na-
when they take under protec-
cri-

tions,
tion and consider as allies such
minals and hangmen as Mobutu, Bo-
kassa, and others like them who are
savage enemies of their own peoples
and vile lackeys of imperialism? How
can those who sell the interests of
their Homeland, who turn to whoever
gives or promises the most, who are
with the socialimperialists today and
with the Americans tomorrow, or vice
versa, be defended and proclaimed he-
roes of the struggle against the two
superpowers, as the «theory of the
non-aligned world» and the «theory
of three worlds» require?

It is by no means accidental, con-
tinues «Zéri i Popullit», that the chiefs
of American imperialism like Carter,
the Soviet socialimperialists and re-
presentatives of other imperialist
powers, express their warm and en-
thusiastic support for the advocates
of mnon-alignment. This shows that
their slogans initiatives are ad-
vantageous to and in the service of
imperialism to maintain its

and

world
hated domination over the peoples, in
the service of the various reactionary
pro-imperialist oppressor cliques which
are ruling over these peoples.

All the hollowness, demagogy and
falsity of the defenders of the theories
of the <«non-aligned world» and the
«three worlds», is immediately ap-
parent when they come up against
concrete events such as those in Af-
rica. On every occasion, they have
always taken the side of the imperia-
lists and neo-colonialists, have sup-
ported their intervention and have
become apologists for reaction. Let
us take the events in Zaire.

It is difficult to determine exactly
what occurred in Shabah, who are
these Katangese gendarmes and those
who caused the disturbance, where
did they come from and where did
they go? The imperialists of the West
and the East are making mutual ac-
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cusations, while trying to cover up the
truth. Others, who pose as the great-
test friends of Africa, came out openly
on the side of American imperialism,
took Mobutu under their protection
and hastened to support the dispatch
of foreign military expeditions to in-
tervene in Shabah. But the question
arises, does the whole of Zaire consti-
tute one state, as Belgian imperialism
decided and as American, French and
other imperialists have accepted? Are
there ethnical, nationality, and other
problems of this nature there? Have
these problems been properly settled?
«theory of three
worlds> these problems are to be set-
tled not by the people of Zaire, to
whom they belong, but by the Foreign
Legionnaires and African Spahis.

The theories of the <«non-aligned
world», the «three worlds», the «free
world» and all the other bourgeois
and revisionist «worlds» have the one

According to the

aim - not to assist the peoples to find
the road of genuine anti-imperialist,
revolutionary struggle, but to set them
on a false trail, harmless to imperia-
list domination. They are intended to
preserve the present status quo, the
troubled situation of oppression, creat-
ed by the old and new colonialists, by
deceiving the peoples that they are
allegedly non-aligned, and so
on.

However, the peoples of Africa and
the sound revolutionary forces cannot
believe in the theories of the non-
aligned world or the three worlds,
which day by day are demonstrating
in practice whom they serve. The peo-
ples cannot trust those reactionary
cliques who are in the service of
foreigners. At the head of various Af-

free,

rican states there are people who are
really concerned about the good of
their peoples, who are sincerely trying
to set their countries on the road of
pregress. But various pressures are
being exerted on them, from within
and without, especially by the zealous
supporters of <«non-alignment» amnd
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the «theory of three worlds», who are
trying to impose on them the views
and ideology of submission to impe-
rialism and to lead them into the
many traps which the old and new
colonialists are setting for them.
There are also realistic leaders of
a number of African states who are
striving to strengthen the unity of the
African peoples and states against im-
perialism and neo-colonialism and
against any interference in their infer-
nal affairs. These leaders cannot fail
to enjoy the support of all the free-
dom-loving and progressive forces of
the world. But such leaders are op-
posed, both by the imperialists and by
the advocates of the <«non-aligned
and the three
worlds», who describe them as radi-
cals and consider them undesirable.
However, the African peoples already
have long struggle

world» «theory of

experience  of

against foreign oppressors and their
various lackeys and know how to dis-
criminate between those who truly
defend them and those who betray
them. It is not for us to say how such
statesmen should act, but their good
intentions must be defended. Every
people knows how to make its own
judgement of the good and the bad
intentions of its own leaders, and they
have always defended the good aims,
just as they have fought the bad ones.

The present day developments on the
African continent, says the article in
«Zéri i Popullit» in conclusion, prove
that, if there is not resolute struggle
against all the imperialists, old and
the American imperialists, the
Soviet socialimperialists and the others,
if there is not consistent struggle
against the local reactionary cliques
in the service of imperialism and neo-

new,

colonialism, if the different opportu-
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nist theories, such as that of the «non-
aligned and the theory of
«three worlds» are not unmasked, there

world»

can be no genuine sovereignty and in-
dependence, no correct economic and
social development and no democracy
and progress. The right road, which
the situation requires, for the peoples
of Africa and other zones, where im-
perialism and neo-colonialism prevail,
is that of resolute, organized resistan-
ce against the political, economic and
military interference of the imperia-
lists, against their dangerous plots and
intrigues and against the deceptive
ideologies and the demagogy which
the foreign powers spread. The fate
of the African peoples is in their own
hands. The whole of progressive world
opinion is with them. The Albanian
people have been and will always be
resolutely in support of the fraternal
African peoples.
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PEOPLES ASPIRE
TO A REAL
DISARMAMENT

THE TENTH

INTERNATIONAL SITUATION IS

SPECIAL SESSION I3 CONVENED AT A TIME WHEN
CHARACTERIZED BY MANY CONTRA-

DICTIONS AND GREAT CONFRONTATIONS, AT A TIME WHEN GRAVE
AND TURBULENT SITUATIONS EXIST IN THE WORLD, AND WHEN
NEW EXPLOSIVE ELEMENTS ARE GATHERING.

THE LARGE ARSENALS OF ALL KIND OF ARMS WHICH THE TWO

SUPERPOWERS AND OTHER
LATED, THEIR HEADLONG

IMPERIALIST POWERS HAVE ACCUMU-
ARMAMENT'S

RACE, THE PERFECTING OF

CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS AND THE PRODUCTION OF NEW WEAPONS,
AS WELL AS ALL THEIR OTHER PREPARATIONS FOR WAR, ARE SOME

OF THE MOST FLAGRANT

MANIFESTATIONS OF THE GRAVE

EXPLO-

SIVE SITUATION WHICH EXISTS TODAY IN THE WORLD AND CON-

STITUTE
TUATION.
Today the two imperialist super-
powers, the WUSA and the Soviet
Union, are the greatest and most

savage enemies of the peoples, pea-
ce and real security. They are the
biggest militarist powers of all time,
the main forces of world reaction,
and the principle source of war and
aggression. Both when the two im-
perialist superpowers rival and when
they collaborate, they are equally
dangerous, to the same degree and
the same extent.

War is in the very nature of im-
perialism and social-imperialism, and
in order ito carry out war and ag-
gression, they invent{ and preduce co-
lossal amounts of arms of all kinds,
they maintain large standing armies,
build up huge naval and air forces;
they make ceaseless efforts for the
consolidation and perfecting of their
military complexes as well as the

NATO and Warsaw Treaty military

From the speech of ABDI BALETA,
Albania’s representative, at the 10th
extraordinary session of the UNO’s
General Assembly. S

A FACTOR FOR THE FURTHER AGGRAVATION

OF THE SI-

blocs. We think that in these condi-
tions, it is important that the peo-
ples should be told the truth as it
stands, that the problems of disarma-
ment should be presenied as they
stand, viewed from the angle of the
defence of the interests of the peo-
ples and the freedom-loving sovereign
countries, to stop the imperialist pow-
ers and the other opponents to real
disarmament from their
speculation with the aspirations of the
peoples and from lowering the vigi-
lance of the peoples before they
bring their weapons inte action. Al-
though it is several decades since
the end of the Second World War,
wars and aggression in the world have

continuing

not ceased, and ever larger amounts
of weapons have been used against
the peoples.
Never before have the efforts of
the imperialists and the socialimpe-
rialists to transform our planet into
a depot of destructive weapons and
into a base of war been so great as

today. The American and Sovief oc-

cupation troops are still stationed in
a number of Eurepean countries and
they have no intention of withdraw=
ing. On the contrary, in the {talks
which have been going on in Vienna
for many years now, the two super-
powers are continuing their bargaining
to legalize the stationing of their
troops in Europe. At a time when so
much clamour is being raised about
«disarmament>» and «detente», the Eu-
ropean peoples have the right to pose
the question: why do they speak only
of the reduction of American or So-
viet armed forces in Europe and not
of their leaving Europe altogether?
Why are the two imperialist super-
powers and their aggressive blocs or-
ganizing and intensifying their mili-
tary manoeuvres of an offensive cha-
racter? Any attempt at justifying these
superfluous and can
These manoeuvres

manoeuvres is
deceive no one.
have always been the prelude to war
and aggression. They are organized to
prepare war, to launch aggression even
when, for the sake of form and ce-
remony, observers are invited from the
opposing side to follow them.

The socialimperia-
lists speak a great deal about the

imperialists and
horrors of nuclear war in order to
intimidate the peoples, to break their
will to fight and resist. They wuse
nuclear blackmail so as lead the atten-
tion of the peoples away from the dan-
ger posed by conventional weapons, to
make them accept the existence of these
weapons as the which
can be tolerated in the present cir-

least evil
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cumstances, as well as to stop them
from rising against aggressive wars
which are fought with conventional
weapons. If so far the
superpowers have not wused nuclear
weapons, this does not mean that they
will not use them some day.
Atomic bombs are not
for decorative purposes, but conven-

imperialist

produced

tional weapons should not be neglect-
ed and forgot, either.

It is precisely by using such wea-
pons that the imperialist powers have
been fighting barbarous and destruc-
tive wars today. Indeed, they prefer
these arms to use them in local wars
and aggressions.

..When it comes to the quesiion of
the preservation of the nuclear mo-
nopoly or their superiority in other
kind of armament, when it comes to
misleading and frightening the peo-
ples, the USA and the Soviet Union

find their common language and
declare that the talks are ad-
vancing.

When it is to their interest to jus-
tify the increase of their arsenals of
war, they do not hesitate to accuse
one another of obstructionist attitude,
of sabotaging the process of disarma-
ment, and each declares loudly that
it cannot permit its interests fo be
damaged and the balance of arms
to be tipped to its detrimendt.

We see these double tactics also
here in the proceedings of this ses-
sion.

The imperialist superpowers and the
reactionary forces, which carry on
with their game. are feverishly seck-
ing to create the psychosis of fa-
tality. They pretent that every na-
tion. every counfry, especially the
small ones, have no other alternative
except that of geoing under the «de-
fence» umbrella of one or the other
superpower, or relying on one impe-
rialism in order fo oppose the other,
of linking themselves to one military
aggressive bloc in order to escape
falling in the hands of the other. The

imperialist superpowers avail them-

selves also of some ideas, which are
being widespread today, in order to
weaken the struggle of the peoples.
The propagators of these ideas want
to convince the peoples of the so-
vereign countries that is is not to
their interests to irritate the super-
powers, but to pursue a policy of ba-
lance between them, to suit their ac-
tions to the created by
the imperialist superpowers, to adapt
themselves to the political and diplo-
matic game whick fhe superpowers
are playing. But one cannot fail to
forget that the history of Europe and
of the other regions of the world is
full of examples which bear {estimony
to the fate that awaits all those who
pin their hopes on such policy. The
aggressors have often unleashed their
wars of aggression under the pretext
of the preservation of <«balance» or
the «re-establishment of balance».

The aggressive military bloes of
NATQO and the Warsaw Treaty are the
two chief pillars on which the stra-
tegy of the two imperialist super-
powers, the USA and the Soviet Union,
has its base for the extension of their
domination and hegemony over the
whole world and for their prepara-
tions for a new world war. Today they
constitute the same great danger to
the freedom and independence of the
peoples. ¥t is a very significant fact
that precisely when the sectien of di-
sarmament of the UNO is holding ifs
proceedings, the aggressive blocs of
NATGO and the Warsaw Treaty meet
to discuss armameni, preparations for
war.

junctures

Is this not an open challange to this
very session and to the idea of dis-
armament? In our opinion, any illu-
sion connected with the character and
the activity of these aggressive blocs
is fraught with very dangerous con-
sequences.

We hold that all efforts at masking
or prettifying the aggressive nature
of NATO and the Warsaw Treaty, to
justify and encourage the

thening of the military potential of

streng-
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one or the other bloc and their
preparations for war against the peo-
ples, must be rejected.

..The initiatives taken to create the
so-called peaceful zones or zones free
of nuclear weapons
of the globe, or the ideas about the
transformation of the Balkans into such
a zone, do mnot avert the danger
threatened by wars and weapons. The
very fact that the imperialist super-
powers support encourage the
creation of such zones, as islands of
peace in the midst of the large ocean
of armaments, testifies to the fact that
their ultimate aim is to lull the vi-
gilance of the peoples into sleep.

The socialimperialists
try to present as inconceivable the
idea that the small peoples and coun-
tries can live free and independent
without the economic and military
support of a great state. Such concepts
must be refuted with resoluteness.
History has clear testimony that when
the peoples are determined to rely on
their own forces and on the militant
solidarity among themselves they can
succeed to face up to and even fo
inflict defeats on their enemies, how-
ever great they be, however powerful
they seem. In order to cope with suc-

in various parts

and

imperialists,

cess with the aggressive policy and
imperialist and neo-celonialist inter-
ference. sound mnity and real solida-
rity of the freedom-loving peoples
and countries, and neot false solidarity,
are needed.

The preachings of the theoreticians
of «three werlds» about indiscriminate
unity of the real anti-imperialist forces
with the pro-imperialist, reactionary and
fascist forces, indeed even with Ame-
rican imperialism, sabotage the strug-
gle of the peoples against their ene-
mies, the two imvperialist superpowers,
the USA and the Soviet Union. When
disarmament comes up for discussion,
the question is raised: Who impedes
real disarmament? Do conditions exist
today to solve the problem of dis-
armament. and what should be done
to create them? If is a fact that dis-
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armament seems to be an unrealizable
dream.

We think that armaments and the
armament’s race is on the constant in-
crease, not because principles are lack-
not that insufficient documents
and resolutions on disarmament are
drafted, not because mankind has
been lacking in wisdom to understand
the danger of weapons.

The real causes are quite different.
Arms, the armament’s race, the pre-
parations for war are the product of the
policy of the imperialist powers, they
are the concrete expression of the in-
tentions of imperialism and socialim-
perialism for the extention of their
domination ail over the world.

Therefore, in our opinion, it would
be utopian to think that the impe-
rialist powers, in the firsi place the
USA and the Soviet Union, can take
real step towards disarmament.

if they accept, demagogically,
some small ilimitation of armaments

ing,

any
Even

or reduction of the armed forces, or
the production of
some new weapon, this does not affect
their military arsenal, does not lessen
their dangerous nature.

the suspension of

Peoples aspire to a real disarmament.
The interests of the peoples require
that the reactionary theories and slo-
gans, that the imperialist and reac-
tionary powers of any stamp are
spreading in order to justify their
wars of aggression and their prepa-
rations for a new world war as well
as their intenfions to stir up or to
unleash this war, should be rejected.

The leader of the Albanian people,
Comrade has stressed:
«When you are determined to live
free and stand ready to fight, then
the blackmail is knocked back, sirength
is revived, the people’s courage mounts,
and it is difficuit for the aggressor to

Enver Foxha,

attack you.. The important thing is
that the peopies should not fall into
tatalism, become passive observers and
pe caught unawares; they must be
prepared for the worst and fight to
preveat it from occurring».

i'he PSR oif Albania is determinediy
against the armament of the impe-
rialist powers. According to our opi-
nion, before thinking of the possibi-
liity of taking real and serious steps
towards real disarmament, it is neces-
sary to create a minimum of indis-
pensable conditions,

In the first place it is Important to
liguidaie the military blocs oi NATO
and the Warsaw Trealy, to have the
Americans and Soviets withdraw their
troops from Europe and from the other
continents, to put an end to the mi-
litary manoeuvres of the two impe-
rialist superpowers and their blocs,
to desiroy all the military bases of
American imperialism and Soviet so-
ciaiimperialism in the worid and fo
drive their naval fleets from the Me-
diterranean, from the other seas and
oceans,

It is in the interests of peace and
securily in the Medifterranean that the
countries of the Mediterranean basin,
which have foreign military bases in
their own territories, should liquidate
them and give no port facilities fo
ithe naval fleets of the two super-
powers which touch their ports for
repose, suppiies or for so-called friend-
ly visits.

Concession of air corridors and port
facilities to the 2ir and naval forces
of one or the other superpower is
the cause of danger to the freedom
and independence of the people of that
country as well as to the peoples of
the neighbouring countries...

The Soviet socialimperialists dream-

ed of transforming Albania into a
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navai base and our ports into cenires
of thier warships against our neigh-
bours and the other friendiy peoples
of the Mediterranean, Bui tae Alba-
nian govesumeatr, standing  dirm  in
the face o/ biacwmaii and threais, re-
jected with decermination all these at-
tempis and did not permit the foreig-
ners to estabissh themselives on the
Aibanian lana, T'ne Constitution ef the
PSR of Albania cieariy and expliciily
consecrates that «the establishment of
military bases and the stationing of
foreign troops in the ferritory of the
PSRA is prohibited».

This vital principle expresses the
complete sovereignty of the country
ever its own territory.

This constituiional norm is also an
expression oi the  principled and
iriendiy internationalist policy follow-
ed by Albania with the ebjective that
its territory should never under any
circumstances be utilized for aggres-
sions against the neighbouring peoples
and countries.

With this action, it has given and
gives its medest contribuiion to the
defence of peace and security in the
Balkans, the Mediterranean and Eu-
rope. The PSR of Albania has taken
measures for the defence of its own
freedom and independence.

The Albanian people are determined
to face up to the enemies, who have ag-
gressive intentions against their coun-
try, with and with all
means.

The steel-like unity of the people
around the PLA, a real Marxist-Lenin-
ist Party, with Comrade Enver Hoxha
at its head,
day and constitutes the guaraniee for

the defence of the victeries achieved,

courage

is strengthened day by

for the advance towards the construc-

tion of socialism.
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THE BROAD WORKING MASSES OF LATIN AMERICA
OPPOSE THEIR EXPLOITATION
BY THE LOCAL CAPITALISTS AND THE FOREIGN MONOPOLIES

— «PUNA~», organ of the Central Council of the TUA —

The «c¢lass struggle against
the savage capitalist oppres-
sion and exploitation in the
countries of Latin America
is assuming ever broader pro-
portions. The broad working
masses of these countries are
raising their voice of protest
with ever growing strength
against the savage exploita-
tion to which the local capi-
talists subject them, against
the plundering of the natio-
nal assets by the foreign mo-
nopolies, and in the first
place, by the American ones.
This finds its clear expres-
sion in the constant growth
of the number and propor-
tions of the strikes, the de-
monstrations and protest ma-
nifestations in which an ever
larger number of working
people of these countries is
taking part. They opposed
not only the oppression by
the local capitalists but also
by the foreign monopolies
which make fabulous profits
from the toil and sweat of
the workers and from the
exploitation of the natural
wealth of these countries. A
characteristic of the stern
class struggle is the fact that
it is going beyond the limits
of economic claims, a thing
which has aroused the wor-
ries of the officials of the
various reactionary regimes,
who have sold the interests

of their
foreign
strikes

own countries to

capital, Powerful
and demonstrations
have bheen organized in the
recent times in  Colombia,
Brasil, Nicaragua, Guatemala,
Salvador and other countries.

A stern class struggle di-
rected against the savage ca-
pitalist oppression and exploi-
tation has flared up in Co-
lombia. Among the nume-
rous strikes and demonstra-
tions organized in the various
cities of this Latin-American
country, is included also a
general strike in which 500,000
people took part.

Ever stronger grows also
the class struggle of the
broad working masses of Bra-
sil, which oppose the efforts
of the capitalist owners at
saddling them with the heavy
burden of the crisis. Although
the military clique there has
declared the strike to be
against the law and liable to
condemnation, the revolt of
the Brasilian working people
has burst out with renewed
strength. It is directed against
the savage capitalist oppres-
sion and exploitation, against
foreign capital, in particular,
which has the main branches
of the economy of this coun-
try under its own control. In
the recent times, more than
45,000 workers of the ditfe-
rent machine building com-

panies, which are controlled
by {toreigners, have gone on
strike. They protest against
the savage exploitation to
which they are subject in
the branches of foreign com-
panies. At first, the strike
involved only the workers of
the Swedish machine building
company, only to take on
larger proportions with the
participation in the strike of
the workers of the other
great companies such as
«Ford», «Chreysler», «Volks-
waggen» and «Mercedez Benz».
This is one of the largest
strikes ever organized in Bra-
sil  during the last ten
years.

Broad were the proportions
of the strike movement also
in Guatemala where the
working masses have become
the object of intolerable op-
pression and exploitation.
More than 3,000 workers of
the electrical services went on
strike recently, leaving the ca-
pital of this country and the
region about without power
supply. They were protesting
against the laying off of many
of their fellow workers as
well as against the efforts
of the -capitalist owners at
imposing on them a number
of humiliating conditions
through the new contracts.

The extension of the class
struggle in Latin America



clearly indicates the increase
in the consciousness of the
broad working masses of
these countries, which have
been and are actually the
object of the greed of capi-
talists. But the Latin-Ame-
rican working people are be-
coming ever clearer about the
fact that in order to win
their rights they must never
cease their struggle, on the
contrary they must escalate it
further against the reactio-
nary anti-popular regimes and
against the penetration of fo-
reign monopolies. Facts have
shown and continue to show

that the reactionary regimes
are tools in the service of
the local bourgeoisie and the
foreign capital, and that no-
body among them ever wor-
ries about the living condi-
tions of the broad masses of
working people, on the con-
trary, they resort to all avai-
lable means, be it even vio-
lence, in order to hold them
under check. This helps to
tfan the hatred of the broad
masses of working people
against these reactionary re-
gimes, and boosts the deter-
mination and courage of these
masses to carry the struggle

THE TWO SUPERPOWERS —
CHIEF SUPPORTERS OF REACTIONARY REGIMES

Commentary by the Albanian Telegraphic Agency —

The American imperialists
and the Soviet socialimperial-
ists are the chief supporters
of reactionary regimes. They
provide these regimes with
large military and economic
«aid», with the objective of
propping up these regimes,
and together with them of
realizing the neo-colonialist
oppression and exploitation.

The amount of this aid
varies according to the de-
gree of the loyalty of one
reactionary clique or the other
with regard to the super-
powers. By strengthening the

reactionary regimes militarily,
they secure not only the con-
tinuation of the all-round
plunder and robbing of the
countries where these regimes
are in power, but, on the
other hand, they use them
also to asggravate the situa-
tion in the surrounding re-
gions, in order to create tur-
bulent situations and to stir
up conflicts in these re-
gions, which serve as pre-
texts for the open interferen-
ce of the USA and the So-
viet Union. This is clearly
evident also from the recent

for their rights

through to
the end. With the demands
of the working people of La-
tin America where reactiona-

ry cliques hold sway, going
beyond economic limits, the
direction of their struggle
against the system of oppres-
sion and exploitation, the
class contradictions between
labour and capital has be-
come sharper. In this deter-
mined and uncompromised
struggle against the bourgeoi-
sie and its oppressor police
apparatus the proletariat is
further temperd for the fu-
ture class battles.

conflicts in the various zones
of Africa, where the interfe-
rence of the superpowers and
of the other imperialist pow-
ers, as well as the role of the
reactionary regimes which
play the game of the super-
powers, have aggravated the
situation.

One of the chiefs means of
«aid» of the US imperialists
and the Soviet socialimperia-
lists to the reactionary regi-
mes is given in arms. By
supplying various armaments
to these cliques, they instigate
them into massacring the peo-
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ples on which they rule, into
putting down the national li-
beration wars, as well as into
urging them against the other
neighbouring countries. Seen
in this aspect, both the Ame-
rican imperialists and the So-
viet socialimperialists have
become the bizgsst arms
dealers. The American impe-
rialists alone envisage to sell
13.2 billion dollars worth of
armaments this year. Inside
a period of the last ten
vears, the Soviet socialimpe-
rialists have sold armaments
amounting to a value of 20.6
billion dollars. This amount
of armaments is on the con-
stant increase and this year
it will reach record figu-
res.

There where rivalry for he-
gemony between the two
superpowers is fiercer, the ef-
forts for economic and mili-
tary penetration are on the
constant rise. In the zone of
the Middle East, for instance,
the superpowers have in-
creased their arms trade with
the reactionary regimes and
with the sionist Israeli aggres-
sors to broader proportions.
The American imperialists
have supplied Israel with most
modern means of war of
American make. Similarly, in-
creasingly larger supplies are
given to Saudi Arabia, Jor-
dan, and other countries. In
the recent times, the Ameri-
can Congress approved the
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proposition by Carter for the
sale of new modern means of
war to Israeli, among which
ultramodern American air-
craft ¥F-16, F-15 telecommand-
el missiles, and other arms
are included. According to the
affirmations of the American
press, the Americans have
sent and continue to send
the bulk of the stock of arms,
which they sell abroad, to
the Middle East. During the
last 15 years, the American
military aid to Israel amounts
to a value of mo=e than 9
billion 509 million dollars and
is foreseen to further in-
crease. Proceeding from the
same expansionist aims and
ambitions, the Soviet social-
imperialists are also endea-
vouring to preserve and even
extend their positions in the
Middle East. They offer large
military aids to the ractio-
nary regimes. Meanwhile, the
Soviet socialimperialists have
given military «aid», reaching
the 3 billion 500 million dol-
lars to African countries in
the recent times. On their
part, the American imperia-
lists, provide the racist regi-
mes of South Africa and Rho-
desia, where they have great
economic and strategic inte-
rests, with large military
aid.

Through the military aid,
the American imperialists use
the racist clique of Foster and

Smith to further their im-

perialist intensions. On the
other hand, these regimes
serve also as means of pres-
sure on the neighbouring Af-
rican countries, which are de-
termined to develop their na-
tional economy and to streg-
then their independence.

In their rivalry, the Ame-
rican imperialists and the So-
viet socialimperialists endea-
vour to extend their influen-
ce also over other zones. This
creates grave situations, which
weigh heavy on the peoples.
Therefore, the various peo-
ples of the world are ever
more clearly seeing into the
fiendish and anti-national cha-
racter of these «aids», which
are nothing else but new
shackles which tie them hand
and foot. In many countries,
the broad working masses
have stood on their feet to
oppose and turn down the
«aids» offered by the impe-
rialist superpowers, the USA
and the Soviet Union. On the
other hand, they are building
up their faith and strengthen-
ing their determination to
organize their armed struggle
against the reactionary anti-
popular cliques and the in-
terference by the imperialist
superpowers. It has already
burst out in a series of coun-
tries in which reactionary re-
gimes are in power, such
as in South Africa, Rhodesia,
Thailand, the Philipines, East
Timor, and other countries.
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«ENRICHMENT>» OF THE BREZHNEV DOCTRINE
OF «LIMITED SOVEREIGNTY>»

«ZERI 1 POPULLIT»

There is no region and
country of the world where
troubles, conflicts and intri-
gues are stired up, and where
misery and ignorance, which
are cultivated by neo-colonial-
ism, prevail, in which the
presence of the Soviet social-
imperialism, alongside Ame-
rican imperialism, in rivalry
with the latter for domination
and hegemony, is not noticed.
Many are the doctrines which
the ideologists of US imperia-
lism, the presidents of the
USA, have created in the
years, in order to sanction
this savage activity against
mankind., For many years
now, these doctrines have
been bhorrowed also by the
ideologists and chiefs of So-
viet socialimperialism. Mean-
while, these doctrines, dug
out of the files of the darkest
forces of history, are being
«enriched» and are being
adapted to the ever-growing
appetite of both Washington
and Moscow.

In this same manner, the
doctrine of «limited sove-
reignty», which with its birth
sanctioned the ignominious
fascist-type aggression against
Czechoslovakia by Soviet so-
cialimperialism, has now
more than its original <«va-
lues». The ideologists and
chiefs of Kremlin are ever
more openly spreading it
boyond the borders of the
countries of Eastern Europe,

giving it planetary propor-
tions. Just as the American
imperialists, who endeavour
to sanction their presence
and expansion in the various
countries and zones of the
world under the label of «the
defence» of the socalled
«free world», the socialimpe-
rialists of Moscow, also, on
their part, seek to justify
their expansionist policy and
their hegemonic intentions. In
this manner, next to «social-
ist community», the Soviet
socialimperialists are extend-
ing «limited sovereignty» over
the regions which they des-
cribe as <«close» or «closer»
to them, from the territorial
standpoint. On the basis of
this division, they endeavour,
for example, to justify their
interferences and rivalries
with American imperialism
for the domination of the
Middle East. On this occasion,
they mention the «interests»
of the Soviet Union and con-
nect them with the «present
and future development of
events in this region, which
is» much closer to the So-
viet Union than to the Unit-
ed States of America. «This,»
say they, with the cynicism
and overbearing of the big
state, «must not he ignored
by anyone.» We see the same
imperialist policy pursued
ever more blatantly also with
regard to the countries and
regions of the Gulf. The Mos-

cow propaganda trumpets
overtly that «the Soviet Union
cannot remain indifferent to
the situation that develops in
this region, which is situated
so very close to its Southern
borders». The right of the
sovereign countries, the free-
dom and independence of the
peoples, their will and right
to resolve their problems
themselves, without foreign
interference, to chose the road
of their development and to
determine their own destinies,
carry no value at all for the
Soviet socialimperialists, just
as for the American imperia-
lists. They reduce everything
into  «geographical expres-
sions» related to the state
borders of the Soviet Union,
placing everything to the de-
pendence of the geographical
distance from the Soviet
Union and the United States
of America, which, in turn,
is interpreted according to the
Great Russian interests. On
the Dbasis of these criteria,
which find their only parallel
in the mnorms of fascists
«rights» of relations among
states, the Soviet socialimpe-
rialists officially declare the
limited state sovereigniy of
the countries and peoples of
various regions, describing
them as mere tokens to be
bartered in their dealings and
rivalry with American impe-
rialism. This course of action
is adopted not only with a
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view to occupying military,
economic and political posi-
tions in certain territories, but
also with a view to getting
control and occupying the
oceanic and maritime areas,
regardless of the fact that
these areas may lie thousands
of miles away from the So-
viet Union and have no con-
nection whatsoever with its
land.

Just as the Hitlerites in the
days gone by and as Ame-
rican imperialism today, So-
viet socialimperialism accom-
panies this hegemonic and ex-
pansionist policy with all sorts
of theories, essentially racist
and wholy imperialist, on
«its role and mission in the

world», Now, it divides the
peoples into «big» and
«small», which consequently

entails unequal roles in the
development of society and
the history of mankind, the
former are supposed to lead,
and the latter are supposed
to have been borne only to
be led by, the former are
presented as «creators» and
superior, the latter as being
unable of creating, and so on.
These theories are extended
also over the political field
as well as in the spiritual
and economic field. Thus, for
example, according to the
Great Russian revisionist
theoreticians, it is the duty
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of the «great peoples, crea-
tors... to guarantee the hap-
piness and flowering of all
the countries of the planet,
to improve life in the world».
If we add to these the decla-
rations of the chiefs of so-
clalimperialists, according to
which «the destinies of the
peoples depend on the per-
spectives of the Soviet-US re-
lations», it grows clear who
are those «great peoples» and
what it hidden behind the
nice words attributed to them.
According to the doctrinarians
of the Kremlin, it is they
who now give «the only pos-
sible direction through which
progress and the conditions
of work for every single state
and for the whole community
of the world can be guaran-
teed». In this discriminating
logic, the world, the states, the
peoples are left with no al-
ternative other than that of
blindly following the Soviet
socialimperialists, of obeying
them and of submitting to
them with slave-like gratitude.

The peoples cannot fail to
see and assess the danger
threatening them both on the
part of American imperialism
and Soviet socialimperialism.
They can no longer remain
passive or fall into fatality
in the face of the treats and
blackmail by these <«young
masters» of the world. The

peoples are gowing ever more
conscious of it that the two
imperialist superpowers, the
USA and the Soviet Union,
are equally dangerous to their
freedom and independence,
to the revolution and wsocial-
ism, therefore they refute also
the anti-Marxist preachings
of the new opportunists of
the theory of «three worlds»
who advocate reliance on US
imperialism, on the aggres-
sive NATO Dbloc and on the
reactionary and fascist regi-
mes. Everyday facts testify to
the growing opposition which
American imperialism and So-
viet socialimperialism and the
aggressive blocs of NATO and
the Warsaw Treaty are com-

ing up against everywhere
in the world, regardless of
the fact whether they are

presented as the saviours of
«western civilization», or go
under the pseudo-Marxist
cloak of «internationalism».
They are increasing their vi-
gilance in the face of the
schemes and plots of these
arch-enemies of mmankind,
these «modern» criminals,
who show their rotten ato-
mic teeth; they are joining
forces to put them to the
straight-jacket, in order to
impose their own will, the
only sovereignty, the only su-
preme law they obey, on the
enemies.
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ANZUS — MILITARY PACT )
WHICH OPPOSES THE INTERESTS OF THE ASIAN PEOPLES
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«LUFTETARI», organ of the Ministry of People’s Defence of the PSR of Albania

Numerous facts increasingly
testify to it that, in its rivalry
with Soviet socialimperialism,
American imperialism is
exerting all its forces with a
view to strengthening its mi-
litary, political and economic
presence in Asia to the de-
triment of the freedom, na-
tional independence and so-
vereignty of the countries and
peoples of this continent. It
is common knowledge that,
just as in any other region of
the world which has great
riches and strategic impor-
tance, in Asia too, this ri-
valry for spheres of influence
and hegemony between the
two Imperialist superpowers,
the USA and the Soviet
Union, which are also the
two greatest exploiters and
international gendarmes, the
most dangerous enemies of all
the peoples of the world, is
on the ascendant. With all
the blows it has been de-
alt at, the USA is continu-
ing to maintain its very strong
positions in this region, and
seek with every means to
strengthen them. Not without
definite intentions, the Ame-
rican Secretary of State, Vens,
declared that the interests of
the USA in Asia are import-
ant and of long duration.
Similarly, Soviet socialimpe-
rialism, on its part, is trying
to increase its penetration and

to extend its influence on this
continent. To carry into ef-
fect these expansionist and
aggressive intentions, both
the TUSA and the Soviet
Union have long since gone
headlong* on an all-round
onslaught against this region.
Their naval fleets are prowl-
ing the waters of the Indian
Ocean, they are setting up
new military bases, and are
enlarging and consolidating
the existing ones. Through
its envoys, Vens, Brown, Mon-
dale, the USA has begun to
intensify the activity of the
military alliances such as
SENTO, ASEAN, and ANZUS,
whereas the Soviet Union,
under the high-sounding name
of «collective security in
Asia», is endeavouring to
create other military pacts,
as instruments of their policy
on this continent. The un-
interrupted reciprocal visits to
and from Moscow and Dehli
are clear testimony to this.

It is a known fact that the
military pact of ANZUS, just
as those of NATO, SENTO,
SEATO, was created at the
instigation of American im-
perialism many years ago as
a military instrument in the
hands of Washington for the
realization of its imperialist
intentions towards the Paci-
fic Ocean and the Far East.
With the SEATO growing

bankrupt and the strong
blows it was dealt at in
Southeast Asia, American im-
perialism began to extend the
sphere of the activity of this
military pact not only to the
Pacific and Oceania, but also
to the Indian Ocean. In the
course of his visit in Austra-
lia, the Vice-President of the
USA, Mondale, expressed it
openly, declaring that «the
sphere of the activity of
ANZUS does not end within
the Indian Ocean». These in-
tentions are clearly expres-
sed in two directions: on the
one hand, in ‘the milita-
ry strengthening of ANZUS
through the supply of mo-
dern means of warfare to the
members countries of this
bloe, through the setting up
of military bases in them, and
through their ever growing
involvement in various mili-
tary manoeuvres, such as was
the case of the naval manoeu-
vres carried out a month ago
in the Pacific Ocean with the
participation of Canada, Au-
stralia and New Zeland, on
top of the United States; on
the cther hand, in the in-
tentions of Washington +to
consolidate the fies of mili-
tary collaboration between
ANZUS and ASEAN, which
is another pact in Southeast
Asia, which under the mask
of economic purposes, links
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up Indonesia, Thailand, the
Philipines, Malay and Singa-
pore with a view to oppres-
sing the revolutionary and li-
beration movements of the
peoples of this zone.

The activation of the Asian
policy of Washington demon-
strates that American impe-
rialism, in its fierce rivalry
with Soviet socialimperialism,
needs an ever more complete
involvement on the part of
the reactionary regimes of this
continent in the agressive
plans of the Pentagon, plans
which are directed against the
freedom and independences of
the peoples.

With a view to covering up
its aggressive intentions, Wa-
shington endeavours to jus-
tify and to present its in-
creassing military presence in
Asia as a factor of «peace>

and «stability», as a factor
of «balance» in this zo-
ne. Soviet socialimperialism

makes the same demagogical
statements, as well. However,
both superpowers cannot co-
ver up their fiendish schemes.
The strengthening of military
influence directly serves the
plans of the two superpowers
for hegemony and expansion,
it serves their efforts to con-
trol the strategic routes and
the natural assets situated in
this region. It is enough to
mention that almost one
fourth of the export of the
USA is earmarked for the
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Asian markets, whereas the
direct American investments
rhade inside of one decade
(1965-1975) have increased
from one to five billion dol-
lars.

The Soviet socialimperialists
are also motivaded by the
same expansionist interests in
their efforts to penetrate
this zone. Through «aids» and
«credits>, they endeavour to
win the support of these
reactionary regimes, with the
ulterior aim of helping them
suppress the true national li-
beraticn movements and to
create the conditions for the
exploitation of the Asian peo-
ples. Obviously, their inten-
tions clash with the interests
of the USA, which cannot
make the slightest concession,
and, on their part, resort to
all means, even to force, in
their efforts to preserve and
consolidate their hegemonic po-
sitions in Asia. As well as this,
the efforts for the strength-
ening of ANZUS are the
direct result of this fierce
American-Soviet rivalry, at a
time when this bloc is lite-
rally in the hands of Ame-

rican imperialism, Therefore
the peoples sharpen their
vigilance, intensify their

struggle to weaken and des-
troy the base of the aggres-
sive forces. They are aware
that they must link their
struggle against the super-
powers also with the strug-

gle against the lackeys of the
superpowers till their final
destruction, because only in
this way can they cut the
predatory claws of imperial-
ism, socialimperialism and
world capital. The very fact
that in Thailand, Malay, the
Philipines, Indonesia, Iran,
India, Australia and elsewhere,
the peoples are intensifying
their struggle against their
regimes in power shows that
they do not discriminate bet-
ween the internal enemy from
the external enemy.
Speaking of this problem
at the T7th Congress of the
PLA, Comrade Enver Hoxha
emphasizes: «The imperialists
and socialimperialists have
as their close allies the reac-
tionary bourgeoisie of each
country 'where they exercise
their influence. They use these
allies to do their dirty work
and wield the whip on their
behalf, so they feed and arm
them to have them ready as
a striking force in a world
conflagration and against peo-
ples who rise in revolution
against their internal and ex-
ternal oppressors. Therefore,
these forces cannot be se-
parated from one another.
Without combatting the one,
you cannot combat the other,
without combating the inter-
nal reactionary force until you
have overthrown it, you can-
not combat the external ene-
my, you cannot prevent war».
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THE CHILDREN — VICTIMS
OF SAVAGE CAPITALIST EXPLOITATION

— «PUNA», organ of the Central Council of the TUA —

In the various bourgeois
and revisionist countries even
the children are subjected to
savage capitalist exploitation.
From their earliest years they
become acquainted with the
savage oppression and ex-
ploitation of the owners who
employ their slender young
arms, too, to increase protits,
as well as with hunger and
poverty. The graver the crisis
grows, the more deeply these
countries become bogged down
in it, the more the savage
capitalist exploitation is in-
tensified, and the heavier the
burden of oppression. In-
numerable facts speak of the
intolerable difficulties of life
for millions of children in the
USA, Italy, Spain, Portugal,
India, the Soviet Union, Po-
land etc., for whom the bour-
geoisie ensures a future of
ignorance, poverty and suf-
fering. Millions of children go
hungry, are left in the dark-
ness of ignorance and at the
mercy of various diseases and
epidemics, which take their
lives at an early age. As a
result of dire poverty, there
are 600 million hungry -chil-
dren in the world today who
are forced into the savage
mechanism of capitalist ex-
ploitation, or to beg in the
streets.

According to the western
press, every day hundreds of

chidren become «professional»

beggars in the streets. In ma-
ny capitalist countries, 300
out of every 1,000 infants,
die. The process of «selection»
continues throughout the
whole of their short lives,
when they become vietims of
accidents at work, various
diseases, and the intensifica-
tion of the exploitation and
starvation. According to UNO
statements, 45 million chil-
dren up to 14 years of age
work in the same dificult con-
ditions and under the same
tension as adults in the ca-
pitalist countries. The owners
of the wvarious US industrial
enterprises or the landowners
alm to employ as many chil-
dren of 10-12 years of age as
possible in certain jobs. This
is done for many reasons.
The children are treated sa-
vagely, they are beaten, com-
pelled to work long hours and
are paid only a quarter of
what adults get for the same
work., If one of them dares
open his mouth in protest,
he 1is threatened with the
«law» and is forthwith laid
off and replaced with another,
who is compelled to sacrifice
himself in order to feed his
family. In the USA, 25 per
cent of the work force in
agriculture is made up of chil-
dren the majority of whom
are coloured.
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In Italy, apart from their
very difficult living condi-
tions, children find the doors
of schools closed to them be-
cause of the high school fees,
the high cost of school books
and the lack of schools. More
than 500,000 Italian children
have no possibility at all to
attend school and thus are
not enrolled. They roam the
streets of the various -cities
hunting for work or begging.
Those who find jobs are paid
only a quarter the wages of
other workers. In the province
of Milan, alone, the number
of children, who are exploited
in an unscrupulous manner
in the agricultural =zones,
amounts to more than 100,000.
Many among them become ill
or suffer accidents at work.
In Spain, too, hundreds of
thousands of children aged
under 14 years old are worked
to the bone for their daily
bread and live in dire po-
verty. Their pay is only one
third to one fifth of the pay
of other workers for the same
work.

Not only are children sub-
jected to merciless exploita-
tion but they are bought and
sold like any other ordinary
commodity in the capitalist
market. This is going on in
West Germany, Italy, South Ko-
rea and other countries. There
are special agencies which are
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expert in «solving» the pro-
blem of buying and selling
children, because they have
links with the maternity ho-
mes. Frequently, young mo-
thers are told that their child
died at birth, whereas, in
fact, their infants are sold
in the child’s market. Prices
vary according to the colour of
the skin, sex, etc. In the USA
there is even an international
agency for the sale and pur-
chase of children. One such
agency is that directed by
Stanley Michelman. Recently
this «honest» businessman has
pocketed 173,000 dollars earned
from the sale of children that
he secured from the mater-
nity homes. During the last
ten years, the South Korean
trade in child slaves has
sold 31,000 children to the
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USA, thus realizing profits
that amounted to 72,900,000
dollars. The future of these
children is clear. They end up
as servants of the bourgeoi-
sie, mercenaries, etc., thus,
remaining despised all their
life and slaves to the dissipat-
ed tastes and desires of the
bourgeoisie.  Through  this
despicable traffic, the inter-
national capitalists also en-
sure a supply of girls for their
brothels.

These are only some aspects
which reflect a part of that
bitter capitalist reality of the
life of the hundreds of mil-
lions of children. This illu-
strates the really inhuman na-
ture of this rotten decaying
system, which is utterly cor-
rupted and unjust, The <«hu-
manism» talked about so

pompously by the bourgeois
ideologists, that allegedly cha-
racterizes the capitalist way
of life, is simply a fraud to
hide the bitter truth. The rea-
lity is quite different. The
struggle of the broad work-
ing masses against this deplo-
rable and intolerable situa-
tion shows this. In the strikes,
demonstrations and protest
rallies and in all the activi-
ty of the struggle of the
broad masses of working peo-
ple against the bourgeoisie
and its system of oppression
and exploitation the con-
sciousness of the working peo-
ple and their determination
to demolish this power of
barbarous oppression and ex-
ploitation to its very foun-
dations, is rising.
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