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In the context of the great revolutionary changes

of political, economic, and social character that have
_taken place in our country after Liberation, under

the leadership of the Party headed by comrade
Enver Hoxha, the changes in the social and class
structure of aur society occupy an important place.
The social and class changes of the working class
during the years of the people’s power represent a
victory of major histeric significance in this respect.

On the basis of the teachings of Marxism-Lenin-
ism, the Party and cvomrade Enver Hoxha have
summed up the experience gained during our revo~
lution and socialist construction about the position
and the lcading role of the working class in every
field of life. In particular, this problem was discus~
sed at the Second National Caonference of Social
Studies in 1972 :

Bascd on the teachings of Marxism-Leninism,
the documents of the Party and the Works of com-
rade Enver Hoxha, as well as on the analysiz of the
data accumulated at the centre and in the districts,
this publication is an attempt to present, in a sum-

- marized form, some of the main aspecis ol the so-
cial and class changes that have taken place in the
ranks of our working class, to analysc the trends
observed until new, and to discuss some of the
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pmblems connected with the pmsent and future d,e-
velopment of the working class.
We hope that the study «The Social and Class

- Structure of the Working Class» will enable the
" reader to form. a general picture of the changes that
"have oeccurred amongst the working class of our = |}
country. It can also serve as an inilial faectual and -
-methodologic basis for other studies that may be
-undertaken in this field. L
- Al critical cobservations, recommendations, and
“suggestions by the reader will help to avoid possible
omissions and shortcomings of this book in a future -

publication.

For this study, the Institute of Marxist-Leninist
Studies has collaborated with several district party
_committees and with the General Board of Sta-
‘hstxcs

The study and Albanian edition of this book .

‘being completed prior to the 7th Congress of the
PLA, the very important ideas of the Tth Congress
are not reflected in it.

In «The Social and Class Structure of the
Working Class~ the introduction and parts 1,4,f and
6 were written by Harilla Papajorgji, part 2 by

Teodor Kareco and Fiqri Sheri, part 3 by Edmond-

Lugi and Gézim Mara. Valuable aid was given also
by Veniamin Togi.

INTRODUCTION

The working class is the principal force in the
production of material blessings. It is the most-
progressive and the most revolutionary class of the
society, whose historic mission is to overthrow ca-:
pitalism from its foundations and to destroy it, to:
put an end to any of exploitation of man by man, and
to build socialist and communist society. :

Our Party has  always attached particular
importance to the irreplaceable leading role of the .
working class in the revolution and the construe-
tion of socialism in our country. Like a red thread,
this attitude pervades the entire life of the Party.
«0Our Party,» comrade Enver Hoxha has said, «since -
the day of its founding has devoted its full attention
to the working class because it is the most revolu--
tionary elass of the society, and it will be the'

mainstay of the Party»1,

The experience of more than thirty years of
revolution and socialist construction has convineingly
confirmed the correctness of the Marxist-Leninist -

-+ 1} Emver Hoxha, Works, vol, 5, p. 558
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teachings on this question and cefuted all t!li?ozies
and practiccs based on the bourgeois and revisionist
ideology about the social position and the h.lStl)I'lC
mission of the working class. The great revolutionary
changes that have taken place in the social and class
structure of our working class are the result of the
maternal care of the Party for it and are inseparably
linked with the hegemonic role and the historic
mission of the working class itself. The materials and
the proceedings of the receni plenums of the Central
Committee of the Party of Labour of Albania and the
feachings of comrade Enver Hoxha constitute a
further deepening of the Marxist-Leninist line our
Party follows for the enhancement of the guiding
and leading role of the working class in the whole
“life of our country. =

Although as a result of the backward cconomic
and social condition of the country, the working class
before Liberation was numerically small and insui-
ficiently formed, the Party relied strongly on it.
«The small number of the working class in some
- pountries», comrade Enver Hoxha says, «is no
argument to negate its leading role, because the
strength and the leading role of a class does nat
depend on its numbers. The working class plays its
leading role through its party, which, as the example
of our country demostrates, can be founded and
emerge in the forefront of the revolutionary struggle

8

even when lhe working class is smsall in number and
unorganized»1,

' rer since its foundation our Party, headed by. -
comrade Enver Hoxha, has fought with determina-
tion against the Trotskyite, sectarian and opportunist
views of the anli-parly elements who, under the
pretext that the working class in Albania was nume-
rically small and under developed, oppused tlhe
possibility of the founding of the Party and negated.
its leading role in the revolution. But the Party and
comrade Enver Hoxha insisted that the workers must
form the base of the Party, since no other force
except the workers was able of guiding the people,
of fighting and working wholeheartedly for the
cause of communism, as they did.

During the National Liberation War and in the

: périod, after Liberation, through its Party, the

working class succeeded in overcoming all obstacles
to its leading role, which originaled from the back-"
ward semifeudal agrarian statc of the country, from
thé insufficient development of the working class,
and from its limited degree of organization.

After Liberation, the working class, from a class
oppressed and exploited in the past, seized political
power, became the politically ruling class, carried
cut the socialist transformation of the economy;
became the economically ruling class, carried out
the uninterrupted ideological and cullural revelution;

- it is becoming the ideologically ruling class, thus

ever more consolidating its leading role in the so-
cialist construction of the country. Qur Parly and

1) Enver Hoxha, Report te the 6th Congress of PLA,
p. 222,
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comrade Enver Hoxha have always stressed that in

- the conditions of socialist construction, the wor)cin’g
" class must not confine its activity to work ang pro-
duction only, but in the first place, must guide, direct, -
“econtrol, and ensure the continuity of the socialist

revolution,
On this puint the Party has always kept in mind

the teachings of Lenin and Stalin, who have pointed
- out that even after seizure of Lhe political power, g

there can be no dictatorship of the proletariat and no
construction of socialism without ensuring - the

leading role of the working class and its vanguard,~

the Marxist-Leninist Parfy.

Over that issue our Party has had to wage a bitter i

struggle cspecially against the Yugoslav revisionists,
who by calling for the fusion of the Party into the

National Libcration Front, were actually trying to .

deny the leading role of the working class and its
Marxist-Leninist Party. Our Party has also had to
fight without let-up against a series of lheories and
practices of the modern revisionists with the Soviet
revisionists at the head, which lead to the weakening-
of the leading role of the working class and of its
Narxist-Leninist Party. It has criticized both the
renunciation by the Party of the questions of the

‘direction of the 1life of the country, its political

activity, the organizalion of the state, educaticn ete.,

as well as the reduction of its role to an economic

role alone, which in fact turns the party into a
simple technical and economic apparatus. In reality,

the role of the working class and of the Party in the .
struggle for the construction of socialism, far from -

being phased out or restiricted, as the revisionists

_ claimn and do in their countries, becomes even maore

.8

mportant along with the increase of the tasks and
thei cornple)uty, with the enlarged par tlczpatmn of
the masses in the construction of socialism.

The thirty year-long experience of socialist

. construction has proved that the leading and guiding®
‘role of the working class has cnntmually been

strengthened along with its growth in numbers and-
improvement of quality, with its revolutionary
training and tempering, its active and lively partici--
‘pation in social production, in the direclion, control,

- and defence of our people’s power. The help given

by the Trade Union organization, which is led by the"
PLA has been of particular value in this respect. -

During the years of socialist construclion, cur
working class has increased by more than 24 times
over as against the period immediately before Libe-
ration. Furthermore, in the course of a ficrce class
struggle for the construction of socialism in the
conditions of imperialist and revisionist encirclement,

it has undergone also very important qualitalive -

changes: it has raised its political and ideological level,
has increased its directing and orgamzlng dblllt]t,S,
has acquired the necessary general knowledge and
professional iraining. Spcaking about the develop- -
ment of the working class, comrade Enver Ioxha
has stressed that «...jointly with the development
and advance-of the various industrial branches there
has also been achieved another great victory of his-

g .




toric and decisive importance for the country's
destiny. I am referring to the creation and growti of
the new working class, the pillar of the dictatorship
of the proletariat, the standard-bearer and leader of
the socialist construction in Albania. Today, we have
a working class large in number, ondowed with a
high political and class conseiousnes, and with
wonderful capacities, and lalents. It is becoming ever
more conscious of its role as the class in power»i,
This has enabled our wurking class to stand

always in the forefront of all actions, of the struggle’

and efforts led by the Party against the enemies of
the revolution and socialism, against the hostile
groups and elements that have attempted to over-
throw the people’s power, against the traitors and
the agents of imperialism and revisionism and the
corrupt liberal and opportunist bourgeois and revi-
sionist elements, against the burcaucrats and techno-
crats that try to halt the advance of our socialist re-
volution, A brilliant example of the role, the courage
and the revolutionary activity of the working class
is its rising as onc man, under the leadership of the
Party, against bureaucracy in respense to the appeal
of the Party: «When the working class speaks,
bureaucracy does not speaks.

However, as comrade Enver Hoxha tcaches us,
the historic process itself during which our working
class is formed, the pressure of the bourgeois-revi-

sionist ideology, which is intertwined closely with -

the blemishes inherited from the past in the cons-
ciousness of the workers, with alien conservative and
libcral manifestations, make it necessary for the

1) Enver Hoxha, Reporis and speeches, 1969-70, p. 70,
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working class to continually strengthen its socialist
class consciousness since in this way it will be able
to carry out beiter the hard tasks with }vhmh the-
Party and our development have charged if.

The consolidation of the hegemeonic role o_f our
working class is closely linked with 2 whole series of
measures which the Party has been taking for the
all-around revolutionization-of the country’s life and
which have as their main objective the uninterrup-
ted advance of the revolution on the road lo socialism
and communism, the fraining and tempering of the
new man, the preclusion of all possibilities for the
emergence of revisionism and the restoration of ca-
pitalism. : '

Comrade Enver Hoxha’s ideas on the control by .
the working class over everybody and everything,
the search for the most conerete forms and the most
effective ways of action for their practical applica-
tion are an important contribution to the Marxist-
Leninist doctrine about the role of the working class -
and its control as the class in power in the system of
ihe dictatorship of the proletariat. Workers’ control,
comrade Enver Hoxha tcaches, is the safest means
for the working class to keep the dictatorship of t';he
proletariat in ils hands and to carry out the policy
and ihe programme of its Party. The Party has laid
down the task of strengthening all the three forms
of workers’ control: the control through the Party,
the control through the state, and the direct cqntrol
by the working class itself. The novelty here is the
effective way in which this contrel is carried out an_d
the better combination of the leading and supervi-
sing role of the working class from above — thrqugh
the Party and the proletarian state with its direct

11
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control from below. Everybody is s{lbjéct and must
submit to the worker control: cadres, forums admi- -
nistrations, and commissions down to the workers.

themselves.
To guarantee the leading role of the working

class through its Party, particular attention has been
-and continues to be devoted 1o the preservation and
improvement of the proletarian character of the
party ranks and its leading organs. The swelling of '
the party ranks with workers, who at present make -
up 37.7 per cent of the total membership and oceupy -
first place in it, and the improvement of the compo~ -
through communists
from the ranks of the working class, has streng-.

sition of its leading organs

thened and tempered the Party further. The same
purpose is served by the communists standing in the

forefront of struggle and work, wherever people toil,”
produce, and defend their gains, on the most difficult

fronts of the struggle and work, .
A very effective measure for the strengthening

of the dictatorship of the proleiariat is the bringing

of more workers to the state administration; This is

- direclly linked with the fact that the working class

is in power with us. It is at the same time a form
of worker control arising from the necessity and the
struggle to carry out the line of the Party. The
practical application of this directive has brought
about an increase in the number of workers in the
state organs, in the economy, in the mass organiza-
tions, and everywhere ¢lse, This has revolutionized

.the struggle against bureaucracy and deepened it, .
further strengthening and consclidating the dicta~ = .. 4
torship of the proletariat. The Party has made it =~

12

clear that this }s & broad- front of work, both for |

achieving a deeper understanding of the great sig-

nificance of principle of this directive and for taking-.-
the necessary ideo-political, organizational and prag-1" - :

tical measures to teach and train the workers to carry
out these tasks and meet these responsabilities betler

than anyone else. Comrade Enver Hoxha has long -

set the task of preparing the workers to replace the

cadres in positions of leadership, and of training the -

cadres 1o do the workers’ jobs. This calls for more
efforts to raise the educational level of the workers

and 1o broaden their cultural and technical-profes-.

sional horizon. The combination of learning from the
revolutionary struggle and from school, from the

life and books, has been and remains at the cenlre of

the attention of the Party as regards the cultufal
uplift of the working class, :

- The struggle against bureaucracy, technocraey
and intellectualism is another important front on
which the working class has its authoritative word
to say for the consolidation of the dictatorship of the
proletariat. According to the teachings of the Party
and comrade Enver Hoxha, the essence of this struggle
is the establishment of as correct relations as pos-

-sible among the leading cadres, the apparatuses, the
.working class, and the other masses of the working

people. The Party insists that the officials should
properly carry out the tasks which the working class

and the class dictatorship assign to them. With the

abolition of private ownership and the establishment
of socialist social ownership over the means of pro-
duction, we have created the objcetive material
conditions necessary for a radical change in the re-
lations among the people, turning them into relations

13
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of cooperation and mutual aid. But tRese relations are

not created immediately following the establishment -

of social ownership over the means of production.

An important role in this respect is played by the .
allround work of the Party and the state to prevent

the transformation of non-antagonistic contradictions
that may emerge among them into antagonistic ones.
Otherwise, these relations of mutual aid and coope-
ration may be replaced by relations of oppression
and exploitation. From servants of the people, the
cadres may turn into rulers and autocrats. That is a
lesson we have learned from the negative experience
of, and the retrogressive process taking place in, the.
Soviet Union and the other countries where the revi-
sionist cliques have usurped power.

To avoid these evils, it is necessary to ensure
the systematic ideo-political education of the cadres,
who must master the Marxist-Leninist theory and
be able to consistently apply it in practice. Their
ideo-political education, through theoretical study and
in the school of the working class, will make the
cadres consider themselves as helpers and servants
of the working class and the people and encourage
them to work wholeheartedly in the interests of the
working class. Of particular significance in thi
respect are the measures taken by the Party tof
narrow differences in wages belween cadres and:

workers, to draw the cadres into direct participalion} ’

in production work, to carry out their regular cir-
culation, to make them conscious of their double;
responsibility, beforc their superior organs and thej
mass, the workers’ collective, to reorganize the
school, ete. )

The Party has devoted particular attention to

14
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strengthening the alliance of the working class with
the working peasantry, under the leadership of the
waorking class. This alliance is the foundation of the
dictatorship of the proletariat. The Albanian pe-
asantry, the ally of the working class, says comrade
Enver Hoxha, has always displayed a high revelu-
tionary feeling, a sound judgement on the problems
of the Party, considering lhem as its own, and
fighting with determination for their solution. The
peasantry gave the Party its new working class on
a large scale and the Party trained and educated it

with the Marxist-Leninist ideclogy. ’

The Albanian pcasantry has always regarded the
dictatorship of the proletariat as its own state power,”
since it is the first and the only state power which -
fulfilled its wishes and its age-long dreams, which
gave it freedom and the land, saved it from misery
and backwardness and guarantecd it a rapid pro-
gress in all ficlds on the road to socialism.

In this respect, the orientations of the Party to
narrow at a rapid rate the differentials in income, in
the standard of living and other essential differcnees
between the town and the countryside, the working
class and the peasantry, acquire very great singi-
ficance and importanece. The efforls of the working
class are directed towards the creation of material
prosperity and the altainment of high cultural level
for all. Its ideology does not accept or allow that the.
benefits of socialism should be enjoyed only by a
single class or a particular group of peaple.

Particular attention has been devoted and conti-
nues to be devoted also to the prescrvation of the
purity of the ranks of ithe working class, its homoge-
neily znd integrity, so that people from other classes

15
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"~ or strata are not unduly. reckoned or mcluded in it.

Proceeding from the teachings of Marxism-Leninism
and of our Party about the notion of the «workers

in socialism, only people who participate directly in .. -:1-
the production of material blessings for the society

by working in the producing sphere, as well as those

- who perform tasks directly connected with the proces-
.8es of circulation and services involving the common .-

Jproperty of the entire people have been considered

. in this study as workers, both-in general and .-
according the different economlc branches of the
' economy. 3

The rich expencncc of our revolution and socia- 'Y
_-list construction in regard to the hegemonic role and  §
. the historic mission on the working class is at the .
same time a clear exposure of all the bourgeois and .
revigionisl th:zories and practices widely spread and

zealously carried out in the Soviet Union and thé
other countries ruled hy the revisionist cl iques. I‘g

those _cou cguntnes ‘the working class Has~ long lost ] 1,@,5‘.

political power, theé dictalorship of the proletariat is

transformed into a distatorship of the revisionist new '3
‘bourgeoisie. which_ makes the taw amt fiercilessly
.OPPresses and cxploits the ™ working (:Ia,sg and the

other masses of the working people.
By interpreting the changes that have taken

.Place in the working class of their couniries in an .

ddealist, biased, and one-sided manner and with

.clearly counter-revolutionary intentions, the bour-

geois and revisionisi ideologists, are trying to make
the ranks of the working class as heterogeneous as

.possible, so as to have the working class lose its
integrity and its hegemony in sociely, to «proves

.that the working class is allegedly disappearing and

‘16

to negate the absolute truth that the working class
is the most progressive and the most revolutionany
class the history of mankind has ever known.

Life and the reality are the best confirmation:
of the correctness of the Marxist-Leninist teachings
to the effect that the workine class has been and
remains the decisive leading force in the revolution
for the viclent overthrow of the bourgeoisie in the
capitalist and revisionist countries and for the socia~
list transformation of the society.

The course followed by our Party for the nume-
rical and qualifative growth and development of
our working class, for the uninterrupted streng-
thening of its role in production, in administration,
and in the defemce and the whole life of the couniry
is everyday ever more and better proving comrade
Enver Hoxha’s teaching: «it is of special importance
to the working class that it istelf should understand,
in the first place, not only its role as the decisive
productive force, but also its pohitical role as the
vanguard class in our socicty»Ll

1) Enver Hoxha. Report to the 8th Congress of PLA,
p. 115,
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NUMERICAL GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT
OF OUR WORKING CLASS

1. A SHORT SURVEY AND SOME BASIC CHARACTIE-
RISTICS OF THE NUMERICAL GROWTH OF THE
WOBKING CLASS BEFORE LIBERATION

Prior to the triumph of the people’s revolution,
Albania was a backward, semi-feudal agrarian
country, The first elements of capitalism in Albania-
began to appear in the second half of the 19th and
in the beginning of the 20th century, at a time when
in many countries capitalism had entered its last
phase of development, the phase of imperialism.

The anti-popular Zog’s regime strengthened the

-feudal relations and intensified the exploitation of
workers by landowners and capitalists, and set up
an entire system of plundering the people. It inhi-
bited the economic and cultural development of the
country and kept it in extreme poverty, baekwar-~
dness and ignorance.

With the foreign capitalist powers, with Italian
imperialism, in particular, Zog’s feudal-bourgeois
regime followed an «open doorsw policy. As a result,
[talian capital became gradually the true master of

18
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 Albania’s national economy. It turned Albania into

a semi-colony, a market for its industrial goods and

a source of raw materials, until finally it completed =
. its domination with the military occupation of the

country.

The penetration of foreign capital into Albania
gave a one-sided character to the economy of the
country. The Italian colonialist policy, the pronoun-

- ced survivals of feudalism and the failure to encou-.

rage a national economic policy, caused the country
to Temain virtually without industry. In 1938
Albania had about 300 small factories, whieh, for

‘the most part, engaged in processing agricultural

products, especially flour, oil and tobaceo :
Foreign capital, mainly Italian, took firm posse-

ssion of the oil fields and the chromium, bitumen, |

and copper mines etc. The oil was in the hands of the
Italian company AIPA (Azienda IHaliana Petroli-
-Albania); Italian companies had works, the customs, -
and almost all the foreign trade, under control.
Capitalist relations had partly begun to effect
agriculture. With the fragmentation of big landow-
ners' states and the gradual impoverishment of the
petty farmers, the process of polarization in the
countryside was intensified, the rich peasantry was
born and growing stronger. But it mnever succeeded

in becoming a developed agrarian bourgeoisie. Capi-

talist relations were established mainly in the large
farms owned by Ttalian capitalist companies, which
had dispossessed tens of peasant families and
employed their men as day labourers,

Thus, in Albania before Liberation, the capitalist -

1) History of the BLA, p. 24,
20 |

form of economy was asserting itself in trade, and, -
to somc extent, in industry and agriculture, ton, It
did not succeed in becoming the dominant form of, .
the Albanian national economy. Feudal-bourgeois.
Albania was the most backward country in Europe. _
Industrial and handicraft production made up only
9.8 per cent of the tolal production, while income
deriving from industry represented only 4,5 per
cent of all national income?,

This low level of development has its traces
also in the condition of the working class, What are
some of the main characteristics of the numerical
development of the working class in Albania prior.-to
the liberation of the country?

First, « . . the working class in Albania was very
small and heterogeneous~.2 It numbered only about
15,000 workers3, .

Most workers were employed in small work-
-shops and enterprises, in the mines, in the building
Industry, in the big farms and the other Italian-
owned capitalist companies,

To that number may be added several thousands
of other workers, who owned no means of production
and were obliged 1o sell their labour as farm hands,
as unskilled help to private merchants and the richer
craftsmen or as servants to the rich families of the
towns and villages, etc.

Second, the extreme backwardness of the eco-
nomy and its onesided siructure was reflected also

1) Ibidem, p. 24.

2) Enver Hoxha. Works, vol. 5, p. 556. .

3) Statical Yearbook, «Thirty years of Socialist Alba~
nia» p, 41. ' '

21




in the type of occupation and the éomposition of the
working class itself in the different sectors of the

economy. In 1938, of the population engaged in ma-

terial production, 87 per cent worked in agriculture,
and only 13 per cent were engaged in industry and
in the other branches of the economy!, But even

here the working class occupied a very modest place, -

and its distribution over the dilferent branches of the
€economy was very unequal.

According to some eslimates, which must still
be revised, in 1938 the distribution of workers over
the various branches of economy was as follows?;

‘Light and food processing industry
Mines and oil wells

4,705 ‘workers
2940 »

Agricultural énterprises o 3000
CBuilding 2930
Twamsport e 800
Trade, communal services and oiher
SRCLOTS e 2180
Tatal ‘ 15,610 workers

‘These figures show that nearly half of the total
numhber of workers were employed in the mines and
the small-scale industry that cxisted, while the
remainder werc employed in farming enterprises,
road building, communal services, transport, ete.

Of the total number of industrial workers 4,705,
or about 2/3, were engaged in workshops and facto-

1) History of the PLA, p. 25.

2y Compiled on the basis of data provided by the Sta-
tistical Bourd, published in the «History of Albantaw, 1973
edition, and in «Historical studies» IN© 4; 1865, p. 107,

a2

-

ries of the "lisghf and food processing industry, and
2,730 were employed in the extraction of petroleum,
bitumen, chromium and cooper ore, ete. Great dispro~

portions existed also in the distribution of workers .

among the different distriets of the country. :

Third, there were no important worker concen-
trations, but the process of concentration had already
begun, especially the mining concessions, farming
enterprises, salt works, saw mills, road-building
enterprises, efe., as can be seen also from the follo-
wing figures:

Industrial units grouped wecording to the quv erage
number of workers in 1936-381

in percent

Specific weight

Number of workers of the workers

Industrial units

1-10 60.0 16.0

10-13 17.0 9.0

15-50 17.0 210

50-100 3.0 10.0

100-500 23 23.0
Over-500 0.2 21.0
100.0 100.0

e e ——————

1} The figures were calculated by the authors.
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The above figures show that most of the work-
shops werle either very small, employing fewer than
10 hands each, or such that employed 10-50 hands;
About 60 per cent of the industrial units used pri-
mitive forms of production and, employed less then
10 hands.?

Along with these, larger units began 1o appear.
«With the concessions Zog gave to Italy and the
beginnings of oil, copper and chromium extraction,
the first foundations for a small nucleus of the prole-
tariat were laid. Its bulk consislted of peasants who
fled from starvation in their villages and came to

~ work in construction or road-building ciles in pitiable

conditions of cxploitation by the occupiers and blood-
sucking undertakers»2, About.1600 Albanian workers
were employed in extracting oil and in the auxiliary
sectors of the oil fields®. Public works, followed by
bitumen, chremium and cooper mines, timber works,
etc., represented relatively bigger concentrations of
workers, : :

But just like in the mines, in the few existing
factories and workshops, manual labour was predo-
minant. Motor power was used only in few processes
and o a very limited extent The workshops and
factories in general were built with total disregard to
technical and hygienic requiremonts and with the
narrow interests of their foreign or local capitalist
owners in view.

Fourth, having no possession of the means of

~ production, the working class was subjected to savage

1) History of PLA, p. 24,
2) Eaver Hoxha. Works, vol. 5, p. 556.
3) History of PLA, p. 41.

24

exploitation by foreign or local capitalists. Its
working conditions, the material and social position
were deplorable for the following reasons: 1) low
wages and high cost of living; the wages of the Al-

banian workers ranked lowest in Europe and were -~ -

arbitrarily fixed by the employers; 2) social, class,
and national discrimination in the retribution of
labour; women and children were paid much less.

than men; in the enterprises employing Albanians

and foreigners, the difference of payment was consi-
derable; the Albanian worker was paid several times.
less than his Italian counierpari for the same work; -
3) the Albanian worker had a very long workday,.
12-14 hours as a rule, and was not allowed .the usual
day off; labour legislation and social insurance for
the . workers were practically dead lelters; the
hygienic conditions of work werc the worst imagi-
nable, cspeeially in the mines; the only aim of the
owners was to secure maximum  profits; to these
conditions must be added the cruet and arbitrary
trealment of the workers by the owners and their
administrators; 4) direct and indirect taxalion impo-
sed by Zog’s bureaucratic state system, the plunde-
ring nractice of fines, the arbitrary conduct of offi-
cials, policemen, army officers ete., rendered ¢xtre-
mely hard the life of the workers; 5) the difficult
economic and political situation of the country
favoured the increase of the number of unemployed
cantinually; the free work hands, finding nothing to
do inside the country, were forced to take the road
of emigration which drained the youngest and most -
able forces of the country., :
Fifth, the economic backwardness had broug
in its wake also a marked culiural backwardness.
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About 90 per cent of the working class was illiterate,
with a very low cultural and technical-professional
level. No care at all was taken of the health of the
‘working class and the entire people. They were
constanly threatened by lethal diseases,

In view of these aspects of the situation of our
‘working class prior to the liberation of the Homeland,
We must siress that, owing to the very conditions in
which it worked and fived, our working class was
duly being shaped as a class, the revolutionary
Tighting spirit was being implanted in it more and
more. In its class struggle against the oppressors and
-exploiters il had won a relatively large experience of
organiaztion and struggle for the defence of its own
interests, the interests of the people and of the
Homeland. In connection with this, comrade

- Enver Hoxha has stressed that «. .. the working class

has been the only class of our country which has had
the experience of organizing the struggle against the
exploiting classes and fascismo,

The founding of the Communist Party of Alba-
nia on November 8, 1941 by comrade Enver Hoxha
was the most decisive moment for these features of
the working class to be consolidated and further
developed. «, .. At the call of tha Party, the working
class stood up, rallied round its Party and threw
itself unreservedly in the war to win freedom and
its own rights»1,

With the Party at the head, the working class

. 3ecured its leading role in the struggle for national

and social liberation, mobilized the poor and middle
strate of the town and the country in the National-
. .
-1) Ehver Hoxha, Works, vol, 5, p. 557,
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i ion War, and crowned the popular re\folution
\I:'li?}elrg;l:?::ry. After the triumph of the revaolution, the
country could brecathe frcely; the pt::ople were freed
once and for all from foreign Italian and German'
occupiers and from the local, traitors, the former -
feudal and bourgeois structure was pulled down fr_om -
ils foundations and the new power of the working
class was raised upon its ruins,

2. THE GREAT ECONOMIC AND SOCIAT, TRANSFORMA -
TIONS CARRIED OUT AFTER THE LIBERATION OF
THE COUNTRY AND THE IMPETUOUS GROWTH
OF THE WORKING CLASS

rical growth of wor- After the Libepatmn
kN.ll:lzle tt;:aslsg during 1944~ of the couniry, with tﬁe
-1950 period Party at its head, the
working class was trans-
formed from an oppressed and exploited c]ass'l.nt?
a class in power which took hold of‘the‘ politica
power and the government of the entire life of the
country, its pelilical, economiec, ideclogical, social,
life, ete. o ' .

Right from the time of the N atlonal—leeraho,n
War and immediately after Libcration, the peopl'e S
power and the working class undc_—::rtook and carrle_zd
out a series of profound revolutionary changes in
industry, agriculture, banking, hon_ze :and fpre:.gn
trade, etc. With the socialist nationalization of indus-
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Ary and the other important branches of the economy,

the workers became true masters of the means of
production, an  8-hour work-day was established,
equality between working men and women was pro-
claimed; at the same time measures t0  protect the
workers, to facilitate their work, to create proper
hygienic working conditions, to raise their ideo-poli-
tical, educational, material, and cultural standard,
ete., were introduced,

The newly created palitical, ideciogical, aco-
nomic, and social relations led to a radical change
in the position of the working ¢lass. With every
passing day, deep in the foundations of the workers’
spiritual life were implanted the lofty intcrests and
idesls of the new society, of building socialism, of

. prospering their socialist Homeland, of sceuring the
- uninterrupted growth of the cultural and material

welfare of the people.

Due ta the position it occupies in society, hy its
work, its role and its attitude, the working class is
increasingly becoming an example to be followed, a
power which transmits its expericnce and inspires
the workers of the country to continually temper

_ their revolutionary consciousness and to unilerrupte-

dly deepen the revolution for the construction of
soctalism. The working class is the steel ground-work
of the dictatorship of the proletariat, which leads
the advance of the socialist revolution always forward

in-all the ficlds of social and economic  activity,

which defends the freedom and independence of the
country and all its victories from any internal or
cxternal danger that may threaten it, with a firm

~* hand.
28
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Our working class is continually growing and
developing in quite new social and economic condi-
tions. «The corrcct and decisive economic policy of

the Party, which first carried out the nationalization * .

of the mines, and later, of all the light industry

which existed in our country,~ comrade Enver Hoxha .

has said, «created the premises for the growth of the
working class, which took in its hands the reins of
the country’s economy»1. No doubt, this constitutes a
fundamental feature for the uninterrupted develop-
ment of the working class and for the constant
enhancement of ils rolc under the people’s power, - -
the power of the working class in alliance with the
working peasantry.

Parallel with measures of a deeply revolutionary
character, taken after Liberation to set the country
on the road to the construction of socialist society,
among the economie, ideological. political, social pro-
blems and those concerning the defence of the
couniry, a speciel place was occupied by the task for
the rapid, ali round end harmonious develo;ament' of
the productive forces, consequently, _the numen'cal
growth and development of the working class. With

this aim -in view, the policy of socialist industriali- N

zation of the country was implemented as an objec-
tive necessity for the building of the material and.
technical basis of socialism. «The direct transition
of our country from an economically and technically
backward and semi-feuda! state to the stage of so-

cialist construction, bypassing the stage of developed

industrial capitalism», comrade Enver Hoxha has

1} Enver Hoxha. Works, vol. 5, p. 48,
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%said, «laid before our Party, as one of its most vital
and pressing duties, lhat of creating our industry by
the socialist industrialization and electrificalion of
- the country.»1. :

The Party has always regarded the socialist in-
dustrialization of the country and, as a consequence,
the growth and development of the working class, as
a primary condition for the econsolidation of the pro-
letarian social basis of the people’s power. Withouf
advanced industry, there can be no developed wor-
king class On ihis question, in the very first years
after Liberation, comrade FEnver Hoxha has said,
«This eorreet orientation of our Parly towards the
large-scale development of our industry is a solid
ground from which we must proceed towards socia-
lism. This orientation will strengthen the working
class, will enable it to lead the masses of the people
towards the creation of a better lifes?.

Obviously, the Party has considered the develop-
ment of the working class as an important question
of principle, closely linked with the consolidation of
the people’s power and our entire system of the die-
tatorship of the proletariat. It has been conducting
this process in a conscious manner and with definite

'/ alms in view, never treating it separately, but always
as an objective aim linked with the other duties
concerning the economic and secial development of
the country on the road to socialism.

In all its policy of socialist construction, the
Party has abided by the thesis that the creation of a

1) Enver Hoxha, Works, vol. 5, p. 236.
2} Enver Hoxha, Works, vol. 5, p. 338,
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strong and independent economy calls not only for q.
developed industry, but elso for an advanced agri--
culture, both of which should develop together,

closely linked with each other and with all the other

sectors and branches of our economy and culture.
'The rcliance of the economy on both industry and.
agricullure is rather a permanent duty than & tem-
porary one of a given conjuncture or of an isolated
stage in the social and economic development of the.
country. That is why, after the triumph of the
people’s revolution the conditions which favoured
deep-going revolutionary transformations were crea-
ted in the counstryside as well, sefting it on the road
of sacialism: first, by ereating and developing the
state sector of agriculture, and second, by encoura-
ging the voluntary cntry of the peasants in the-
agricultural cooperatives.

Along with industry and agriculture, due atten--
tion was given also to the development of the other
branches of the economy: transport, building, state
trade, etc. '

The program of the Party for the economic:
development of the country was first reflected in
short-term plans, then in yearly plans and then in.
the two-year plan of 1949-1950. Thanks fo the.
Successful realization of those plans, the total indus--
trial production in 1950 was four times higher that -
of the period before Liberation, agricultural produc-
tion increased by 20 per cent, the volume of transport
18-timcs, etc. The development and the strengthening
of the national economy as a whole was accompanied.
by the growth and development of a new working
class, the raising of its class consicousness and its.
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technical-professional standard. The f{ﬂlowing figu-

Tes go to illustrate thesc changes.

Total number of workers in the years 1947-1350!

Year | Workers
1947 43,000
1948 45,000
1949 47,000
1950 33,000

First as to number came the industrial workers,
followed by those of agriculture, building, transport
etc. A characteristic of that period was also the
concentration of the smaller enterpriscs and workers
in comparatively larger enterprises. It was arrived
at within a short time mainly by the merger of
smaller enterprises into larger ones, and by setting
up new enterprises and reconstructing the-existing
ones. This had a positive impact, both from the eco-
nomic and from the political and social point of
view, to the enhancement of the role and increased

" presence of the - working class in the life and the
-€ntire soeial and economic activity of the country.

In this way, the bulk of the working class enga-

ged in industrial production was being concentrated

1) Annual statistics of the PRA — 1861, p. 83.
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in the larger enterprises, as can be seen from tha
following figures: : .

Industrial enterprises grouped according to the S

number of workers employed for the years =

1947 and 1950 in per cent

1947 ! 1950
’ 5 B, | 8 r
i i @
i Grouping of E égm ‘%%Q | EE §§E
o <
workers | R9= | EwE | BYE | RYE
| @53 | agz #28 | g58
10-15 workoers 36 20 —_ —
15-50 - 3.8 10.6 148 25
50-100  » 36.4 13,4 276 85
100-500 = 2346 375 £7.0 45
i{Over 500  » 36 295 10.6 45
100.8 100.0 1008 160.0

The factories with 1-5, 5-10, and 10-15 workers, .
which in 1938 represented over 70 per cent of all
industrial units, were completely liquidated within
a short time. In 1950 about 90 per cent of the work-
ers were employed in enterprises with 100-500 and
over 500 workers. : o

The development of the working class Wwent
through a process of bitter elass struggle. Many
difficulties and obstaclcs, objective and subjective,
internal and exlernal, had 1o be overcome. The
working class, with the Party at'its head, has played
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41 active part in this procéss. At the same time the

Yugoslav revisicnists launched a wide anti-Albanian

. hostile activity by coinmitting various acts of sabo- |

tage, robbing our national assets and products, resor-
ting to various and sundry ways and forms aimed

at the exploitation and the political and economic }

- subjugation of Albania, «The intentions of the Yu-

goslavs were to inhibit the development of the indus-

iry and of the working class and to make our country

conslantly dependent on  Yugoslavias!. But they |
failed ignominously in their intentions thanks to the

vigilance of the Party and our working class, thanks
o th

e exposure of their aims by the Bolshevik Party |

with J. V. Stalin at its head.

Our Party has relied on, and has resolutely and
consistently. put into effect, the Marxist-Leninist
teachings on the role and the historic mission of the
working class in the revolution and socialist construc-
tion. In the course of the great socialist transforma-
:tions, thanks to the great efforts of the Party for the
communist education of the new man, the spiritual
world of the working class underwenl a gradual

- change and was cnriched with the revolutionary

norms and concepts of Marxism-Leninism. In the
‘struggle for the destruction of the old and the
ereation of the new, the idealistic idcology suffered
defeat. The socialist ideology and psychology and the
scientific Marxisi-Leninist world outlook were im-
planted more and more in the spiritual life of the
‘working class, .

o 1} Enver Hoxha. Works, vol. 5, p. 37, (Alb. cd.).
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The impetuous growth of . The program of- the
the working class. in the Party of _thge constru_c_—,.
five-year perieds 1951- tion of socialism g-ntered-,
1975 a new phase w1fsh the
drafting and the imple-
mentation of the five-year plans. In the course of
the five consequtive five-year plan-g. of_ our country,
the program of the Party for the liquidation .U'f the
backwardness inherited from the past and for the

building -of socialist society found its materializa- -~

tion. The Party pursued consistently the course of
socialist industrialization aimed at securing a higher
standard of development of the productive forces,
the developmenti and the deepcning of the tecl}m’cai,
and scientific revolution, a rapid advance in building
the material and technical basis of sociglism, in
building a complex heavy and light mdust.ry,‘
capable of fruitfully utilizing our labour, mateleal,
snd [inancial resources, within the shoriest ime.
possible. . o
Despite the many difficulties of growth, despite
the obstacles set up by internal and external cnemies,
despite the savage pressure and the blockade -of the
imperialists, the Soviet revisionists dnd the o‘ghqr
¢nemies. ihe course of the Party for the md_ustmah-
valion of the country as charted in our five-year
plans was nol altered and is yielding brilliant resulis.
Our country has an . entirely new and complex.
heavy and light industry. An important leap forward,
in quantity and guality, was made by the gene_ral
transition from the small artisan type of production
10 the large-scale industrial production using modern .
teechnique and eguipment. Numerous new bram:hfeg-
have been set up in industry such as in the oil,.
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chromium, copper, h‘on—nickel; chemical, electrie,

engineering industries, in the building materials and --

in the light and food-processing industries. Our so-
cialist industry is playing a leading part in the
extended socialist reproduction and has become an
important factor for the incessant improvement of

- the material welfare and cultural level of the wor-

king masses, for the strengthening of the defensive
capacity and the consolidalion of the technical and
economic independence of the couniry. Advancing
along these lines, our total industrial output in 1973
was 87 times higher than that of the period before

.~ Liberation. Today our industrial production repre - *
sents 83.7 per cent of the total production of indus-

try and agriculture taken together, as compared with
9.8 per cent in the period before Liberation. Our

" industry today provides 45.2 per cent of the national

income, as compared with 11 per cent in 1950.

By consistently pursuing the poliey of relying
on both industry and agriculture, important results
were also obtained in increasing agricultural pro-
duction. The complete embarkment of private
farming on the socialist road helped to overcome the
backwardness and the monoculture and extensive
type of agriculture inherited from the past. Conse-
quently, in 1974, as the population of the country

. doubled, the total agricultural production quadrupled

as against the pre-liberation period.

' Industry and agriculture have developed in
harmony with the other branches of the economy.
Building, transport, and trade, responding to the
need of the people and of the development of the
national economy, have also proceeded at high and
dynamic rates of development.
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As a result, the struéture of the -‘people’{écqnq-
my has undergone important qualitative quanti-
tative changes. From a backward agrarian country, -

Albania bacame an advanced agrarian industrial . L
country and is marching resolutely towards its trans- .- .
formation into an industrial-agrarian country. S

The great victories of socialist construetion that
have been achieved under the guidance of the Party
have brought in their wake also the rapid qualitative -
and quaniifalive development of the working class.
In 1973 its ranks numbered nearly 357,000 workers
who, together with their families, rgpresented over
36 per cent of the country’s population (800,000), as.
compared with 11.2 per cent in 1950. In general, the/
working class develops in a  relatively umfox:m ,
manner in all the districts of the country, and by its’
presence everywhere it exerciscs an cver growing
influence on the political and social life of the people.
This stage of development points out better the role
played by the working class as the decisive factor .
in the growth of the national wealth. Though
representing only 173 of the working popu}amgn, the
working class is responsible for 2/3 of the social pro-
duction and for about 2/3 of the national income at
present.

'Thus, the development of the working class has
made it possible to uninterruptedly strengthen -and
extend its vanguard, its hegemonic and leading role -
in the basis and the superstructure of our society.

In the process of numerical growth of the Woyk-
ing ciass so far several characteristic fealures, Whlf:h
are closcly linked with the economic and _-sqclal_
development of cur country on its road to socialism,
Stand out clearly. '

.




What are some of them? .
a) Our working cluss has develvped ‘ot very

" rapid rates as a direet conseguence of the rapid

development of our economy, in general, and of our
industry, in particular. These rapid development
rates are an expression ol the undisputable superio-
rity of our system over the bourgeois and revisionist
system; they characlerize each five-year plan.

The figures below represent the average annual
rates of increase of the total industrial production in
the four five-year plans in per cent, based on the

1971 prices!:

——— e —
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— R Pk
| ¢ I 8 | 5 L g
Loxs o= ’ T oEa 2r I~ O
L 8= 4 3 2 ! " E & A5
t 5 atin . - b i L = 4 PR
e (2 Mt B &@ e A - PR
| [ - | = R S = ©
- g | o = ol 1 | < S
7 —_ = = e - g —
T ——— . ~— S &8 ™ — o '
Rates of in-
crease ol
total indus-
trial pro-
duciion 22.6 16.9 6.8 12.9

During the first three years of the 5th Five-ycar
Plan the overall industrial production has increased

al the satisfaclory average annual ratc of 10.6 per

cent.
The working class of our country has been and
‘remains a very important factor in the attainment of

1} Annual Statistics «30 ycars of Soclalisl Albania», p. 64.
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these growth and development rates of our socialist
economy.

On their part, the high development rates of the
&conomy account considerably for the rapid growth
0’ the working class itself.

The increase of the number of workers and their
margin of growth from one five-year plan {o the
other can be illustrated by the following f1gurcsf

-} Increase Average_a
| Year E Number of -Dve.r pre- 2.‘:1;;:21{:;(;11
i {  workers ce?;gﬁ; dn Tive-vear
i ’ Plfcmsand“) olan (in
| : - thousands)
11950 55,000 — —
| 1895 98,500 435 8.7
{1960 154,000 355 11.1
110965 204,000 30.0 10.0
'1y70 307,000 103.0 206
1973 356,500 (1970-73) 495 155

. It is obvious that the number of waorkers in ge-
ncral and their vearly growth has increased rapidly
[rom onc five-year permd to the other.

b) The growth of the number of workers condi-
tioned by the practical duties curried out in each
five-year plan, through the ever betiter harmoniza-
tion of the extensive with the intensive mode of
development,

1) Figures are taken {rom various annual statistics ani
Irom 36 vears of Socialist Albania», p. 41.
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. ... In the first stage of.sétﬁ ; conomic basis
AR D - TUng up the econo is
of soc1q11sm the growth of the forces of p;]cll‘:u?t?zl: ;
Was mainly cxtensw.e, with social production incres- |
Slng mainly by setting up new enterprises and by

. increasing the number of workers. Thi
. _ A $ wWas natural,
be[:ause'_ almost everything had to be started fr:?n

prodgctivity Was also ensured.
uring the period under review, thank i
. . 5 - X 2 S to
poﬁ;c_y sthe working class grew more rapidly than ﬁ;}}?s
n? tively smallipopulation of the ecountry, In 1960
_ ;a;cicomgc?rgd viglth 1950, the number of worlkers
'eas v about 100,0 imes
a5 1t mes 1o 100 00,000 or three times as much
‘ The construction of the eco i i
o The co conomic basis of so-
::;lalmm marked the passage 10 a new stage, that of
: et l;:onTplete construction of the socialist society.
til e course of this stage a better harmonization of
e extensive *\jwth the intensive mode of develop-
\‘Een.t was required. The intensive mode of develap-
ent calls for such a lype of development, where

productivity of the existing enterpri
. . : prises and t
Ia}:ziour forees on the basis of the improved Lecﬁniqﬁg
and advanced &phnolngical processes, by further
_zeil:lsgngl the qualification of the workers and impro-
. ving the organization and admini i
people’s e and the administration of the
The more suecessful coordination and har i
zation of the extensive with the u:temgzg Il;izdné‘sm(;
flevelopment could not fail to affect the numerical
growth of workers. Thus, in 1970 the number of
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workers “increased by 163,000, or about twice the
number of 1960. : . B
The growth rate of the number of w_orkera:;-, .
during the decade 1960-1970 was slower than during
the previous decade. The great increase of production

in the period 1960-70 was achieved to a large extent . e .

by raising work productivity. But for that, according
to calculatians it emerges that anly for the industiry
and building sector in the 24 years period (1951-1974)
w¢ would have needed about 460,000 workers more
than we actually had, the number in 1973 being about
337,000. This would have been io the detriment of
the people’s economy in general, and especially to
the detriment of the development of the countryside
and agriculture. That is why, despite the many
difficulties and obstacles, despite the imperialist and
revisionist blockade, our Party pursued a correct’
Marxist-Leninist policy in selecting and harmonizing
the raads of development of the people’s economy.
To cope with the difficulties and obstacles and
lo give a ncw impulsc to the development of the
economy, in the 4th Five-vear Plan (1966-70) alone,
103,000 additional workers, or about 1/3, were added
to the existing total number. In order to continue
the socialist industrialization of the country, apart
from the large enterprises, a number of small and
middle sized ones were also set up. In the 4th Five-
year Plan, particularly, in the framework of the
all-around revolutionization of the life of the eoun-
try and of social produclion, at a time when large
projects with a high standard technique and high
productivity were being set up, quitc a number of
daring initiatives sprang up frum the bosom of the
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'-wofking class to sel u new lines of production,
factories and departmehts. These industrial projects

needed large numbers of workers who came mosl-
ly from the towns where they were substiiubed by
the increasing participation of women in production.

 The Party and comrade Enver Hoxha teach us
that the movement of the working class and the other
working masses for the creation of new lines of pro-
duction, departments and factories, must be encoura-

. ged and sponsored continually. Only in the district

of Tirana during the first three years of the 5th Five-
year Plan, 516 nc wlines of production and depart
ment were set up with an output that compares
Tavourably with that of some of the larger plants
-and factorics of the country. Aparl from that, they
Open new valuable fronts of work for the voung
-forces that fill the ranks of the working class.

In the 5th Five-year Plan the raised work pro-
«duclivity will account for 70 per cont of the total
increase of social production, for 73 per cent of the
Jdncrease of the national income, for 58 per cent of
the increase of the total industrial production, for 90
per cent of the increase of the volume of building-
-installation work ete. Bur for this policy, the number
of workers would not have increased at the rates
mentioned above but much [aster, and thus add a
heavy burden to our natlional teonomy and particu-

Jlarly to ihe countryside,

Frorma what was said so far it emefges, that the
Party has always suited the rapid numerical growth
of the working class ta the principal objeciives of

each stage of our socialist construction. And in

<agreement with these objectives, it has assigned
concrete duties concerning the development of the
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productive fdrces and the growth of the ranks of the
ing class. o ‘
wr)fl‘i:l)l‘lg.4171 important characteristic of the grout}i an_,:
development of the working class, partwulageg:rn :] p
tﬁe recent years, is the growth of the num _
women workers, o )
uomgbanian women have stood out a;_ r? v fe:c‘w(s La;:tt:;
i I * country. e firs
factor in the history of our country. 1
{Eiv:;;ds the liberation and emanlréqtaﬁ‘uo; rcg \:a()lzliig
i i at wor ¢ Pa .
are associated with the great w« Farty e
out | is fi i tional L.iberation A
t in this field during the Nat! _ wa
(\)x:lhen women fought side by side with men agdl?:t
the fascist occupiers and the traitors of the co]q?ic ayl
and consolidated their personality as a great poli
2 cial power. ) .
and ?‘%e drf:laratiOn by law of equal rl.ghtsl Pet;veer:
women and men, the constant ed;{i:atlfe w;;rorgz
i ' r and the political ma -
rried out by Lthe Party and L e
i i rery active menibers,
nizations, in which women are ver b‘m be
’ i : of underrating
struggle against the old concep 2
E\i:sn":ciq s’tghea s%ruggle and ciforts of womerf thclrg_
selves ’to cbilzin their legitimate rights, 'hcf\'e’ Stei?];ly
led the Albanian women to play an 11’1(,1-6"26.1 ey
greater role in the ideological, polilical, social,
:conoraic life of the country. . ] -
uon'(])‘he building of socialism, both in _tq\xtn_.and Lr;
the éonstryside,_ necessitales the pa.rt1_<:1-patmnt o
women on the various fronts of socialist congt;"urs
tion. This is a constant requirement whlilh. kf)mt.a?so
hot only the interesl of the Work.as suc ,f- u -
the interest of the complete emancipation o W(]mth(;
The teachings of comrade Enver Hoxha ‘tf.la.t'«...im*
€mancipation of women 1s an extraordinary o
portant problem linked up with the destinles o
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people, with socialism and communism, and with
the future of our countrys,
activities of the Party, the state and the mass orga~
nization in this field.

It is characteristic that the number of women
workers, during the five-year periods, increased at
particularly high rates much higher than that of the
. numerical growth of the total labour force. This is

clearly shown in the following table which presents
the number of people in working relations with the
state from one period to another, divided according
to the scx.
In thousands

.Worl-:enrs and Difference 1973 from 1960

’ 1960

L4
employees 1973 Inercase of labour [ﬁmee'
—i . foree .
| ] ——

Total nuwmber 2022 2, 7 4
Of these: ! 46"?[ 260.7 28
— Male  _ 150.9 | 275.8i 1249 ' 18
— Female | 1871 135.8 i 36

Jﬁl.ﬁ

1

These figures show that, during the 13 yeax;

period from 1960 to 1973 the ranks of the working

class and other working people have been filled
more with women than with men. While the num-
ber. of women workers during that period shows an
. Increasc of about 136,000, or 3.6 times, the number
of men workers had an increase of 125,000, or 1.8
times over. ) '

) In pursuing this policy, it became pussible to
raise the percentage of women workers from 25.1 in
1960 to about 39 in 1973. _

It is a general characteristic of aur sovialist de—

44

cpe

have guided all the ;

X

velopment that women participate in practically all
the branches and spheres of the economic and social
life of the countiry. Another positive feature is the-
rapidly increasing number of women workers in
some of the smaller districts which had inhereted
great backwardness from ithe past. Today only the
district of Puka or only the Tracfor Spareparts
Plant in Tirana employ more women than were
employed in the whole of Albania before Liberation.

The participation of women in the various bran-
ches of our economy and culture is given in the follo-
wing table: - -

Number of women and their percentage in each
branch or sector as compoered with the
total number of workers in 19731
In thousands
Number of| Number ofi percentage

]
i’ Branches and sectors {workers in|women wor-| of women
! of the economy ‘each bfranch’ kers in each
t N branch;
Total number of wor-

kers
Of these in: 356.5 138.9 394
Industry .. 147.1 62.8 o7
Construction 43.0 4.4 10.2
Agriculture 713 3319 43.8
Transport and 22.0 3.8 13.6
munications S
Trade and storing . 346 21.3 43.0
Communalservices . 135 4.4 324
Education and culturc 5.5 3.3 6.0
Health services = . 3.7 2T 729
Administration 21 95 3.9
Miscellaneous Y4 1.9 25.7

1) The duta are teken from the General Board of Bfa-
tistios,
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As a result of the struggle for the emancipation
of women, of the inlroduction of advanced techni-
que in many processes of production and of the
uplift of lthe standard of qualification, the number
of our economy has marked an evident increase.

Today there is no sector of production in which
the impact of the women workers is not felt. This
is a clear indication of the work done by the Party
to engage as many women as possible in the produc-
tion of material blessings.

Women arve working at present in scetors which

previously were considered us men’s jobs. In the -

hcavy and light industry women represent 42.8 per
ecent of the working force. In the light industey
alone they represent over 70 per cent of the total
number of workers and in some branches like the
textile, paper, and other industries their perceniage
is as high as 75-85 per ceni ete.

Today women can handle modern cquipment
of production, machines, instruments and complex
automatic devices that are used in the above-men-
tioned branches and in all the seclors of our social-
ist economy. This has been achieved thanks to the
great ciforts of the Party for the raising of the
political consciousness and the technical and profes-
sional qualification of women warkers, through a
merciless siruggle against the old conscrvative con-
cepts that «women are incapable-, that «women are
meant to raise children, to work in the kitchen, and
to beauty the houses and many other similar econ-
cepts that have weighed on women for centuries.

The number of women- workers has been in-
creasing in the other sectors of the sphere of pro-
duction, in building, transport, etc.,, with the result
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that the number of women who work in the various:
branches of the sphere of material production has:
n specific weight much higher than thai of women.
who work in the other branches of the economy. -

In the agricultural cnterprises, too, women par-:
ticipate directly not only in all the farming opera--
ilons and stock-raising but also in the mechanical.
sector. In the state sector of agriculture women re--
present 45 per cent of the total number of women.
workers. That shows that a great change has taken.
place in the conscience of women, that they realize:
deeply the importance of their participation in use--
ful work in our socialist sociely.

Very significant is also the fact that after com--
rade Enver Hoxha's speech on  February 6, 1967,
many young girls who graduated from sccondary
schools of general education are breaking with the-
old conservative and bureaucratic coneept that they-
«must work only in the administration or on other-
selected jobs» and are joining the ranks of the work- -
ing class. They have made considerable improve-.
ment on the composition of women workers, parti--
cularly in their general educational standard.

In this way, at the present stage of our socialist
development, when the participation of women in-
production work has become a mass phenomenon, it -
Is necessary to underline what the Party- has stres--
sed, that the role of women in the socialist construc-
tion of the country has become an extremely tmpor--
lant factor. While the working class sets the fone to-
the whnle life of the country, women workers, in.
uddition, stand as vanguerd of the centire mass of
women. They have sel an example to all the women:
of the country, for their readiness and their cons--
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cious efforts in socialist construction, their revoly-:

tionary spirit as well as the modesty and the moral

qualities which they have acquired from the work- -

ing c¢lass.
The increase of labour force with women was one

-of the main sources which accounls for the growth
of the working class at higher rates than the popula- |
tion growth; at the same time it helped to limit the !

drain of manpower upon the countryside,
The participation of women in production work
and, in particular, the filling of the ranks of the

working class with women were not achieved casily |

and without stern class struggle. The Party tackled
this question, too, in a creative and revolutinnary
style. At first it actuated the participation of women
in mass undertakings or voluntary work for the

- reconstruction of the country in which a great amo-~ |

unt of political work was done. It marked the firgt

step towards the participation of women in soeial -

production. A determined struggle was nceded aga-
inst the old reactionary concepts and views which
discouraged participation of women in production
and underrated their abilities at work. A valuable
aid in overcoming these difficulties was given by
those women who had acquired a high level of
political consciousness, particularly, the women who
had passed through the fire of the National Libera-
tion War,

It is worth mentioning also the struggle against
the class enemy, the exproprialed capitalists and

- knlaks, the clergy of every religion, who by means
- of persuasion and contraint, including open threats

and terror, were trying to prevent the participation
of women in production. But the struggle of the
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Party and the attitude of women themselves baffled
all the attempts of the enemies of socialism. - i

A closer investigation of the question of women-- ~.
workers in the light of the present and future dulies:.
laid down by the Party in this field of activity dis- )
closes some new problems that musi constantly be ~
borne in mind in the day-to-day work.

First, it must be pointed out that there are still
manifestations of conservatism which tend to hold
women back within the sphere of activities traditio- _
aally known as «women’s jobs». That is why the
struggle against the division of jobs «for womens
and jobs «for men», as a vestipe of the old social
division of labour, must be deepened and carried
forward. This very concept inhibits the develop-
ment of the productive forces, harms the economic
interests of the country. handicaps the full and all-
-around emancipation of women. In the distribution
of jobs among men and women, distinctions can
be allowed unly when physiological motives and the
protection of the health of mothers come into play.

Second, because of these concepts and some
subjective preferences, the participation of women
in social production work in some branches of the _
economy is not up to the mark. This is observed -
especially in eonsiruction, transport, communal ser- -
vices, etc. These branches have real possibilities to
inerease the participation of women. For this pur-
Pose, apart from the organizational measures aimed
ot improving and facitetating their working condi-
Ions, it is necessary to intensify the ideological and
political work for ruoting out such conservative .
Concepts us «work in construction is man’s works,
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or «the communal services are not suited for

womens, etc.

Third, the concentration of more than 1/3 of '

women workers in industry, as the leading branch

of the people’s economy, is a very positive fact, be-

eause the industrial workers play an  important

guiding role in the whole life of the country. It "
must also be noted that women workers are engaged
not only in the branches of light industry, but also

in those of heavy industry and in the production of

means of production. The general frend is to increa-

se the number of women in the important branches
of industry, such as the engineering, iron-nickel, oil
industries, ete. This proves that women have ae-
quired the necessary skills to operate modern equip-
ment, new, complicated or even automatic machines
and devices used in the various branches of our
socialist industry.

However the indices of the participation of
women in work is low in such branches of heavy
~industry as the cooper, chromium, bitumen, indust-
ry, etc, In these branches, apart from the under-
ground work from which womens arc cxcluded by
law, there are many fronts of work and jobs on
which women can work no worse than men. The
number of women workers can also be increased in
the chemical, oil, wood-processing, paper industries,
et

-Fourth, in some branches and professions the
substitution of men by women presents a special
problem, especially in the districts where the num-
ber of women workers i8 tno small in comparison

3
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with that of the working class. For example, in the
paper factory in the district of Lushnja women re-
present only 31 per cent of the labour force, while
in a similar enterprise in Kavaja they reach over
51 per cent. In the wood-processing enierprise in
Shkodra women represent only 6 per cent of the
workers, as compared with 40 and 50 per cent in
similar enterprises in Elbasan and Tirana. This is
also the case with the «Dinamo», «Enver», «Trakto-
ri-, engineering plants in Tirana which are sttuated
in the same district.

Fifih, the degrec of women workers' qualifica-
tion should be better seen to, since as a result of
wrong concepts and of women’s insufficient techni-
cal and professional level, most of the skilled jobs
arc held by men. The tendency of appointing men
to socalled «cleancr» jobs, for which they are better
paid than the equally skilled women. mus: be fought
at the same Lime as lhe tendency to put women on
jobs of lower qualification that do not correspond
to their technical, professional and cultural level.

The successful solution, as the Party nas point-
cd out, demands, first of all, that these problems are
undersivod polilically and ideologically in depth.
This, on the other hand, calls for intensifed efforts
to raise the educational and technical-professional
level of women and to facilitate their household
chores. «..Material, organizational measuress, com-
rade Enver Hoxha teaches us, «though seemingly
marginal, are an integral part of the development
and strengthening of the socialist economy in gene-
ral, for they create better conditions for their par-
ticipation in production, unburden them of house-
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- enly in 1973.

. attached to both the further development and im-

‘nated against men. In the United States more than

. Albanian Women~, Tirana, 1987, p, 17-18.

-

hold chores and arc far from inefféctive in . all-]

fields.»1

The first steps faken in this direction are sig- ;

nificant. Only the number of public catering units
from 463 in 1950 has reached 2,516 in 1972. The

. turnover of goods in the public catering units has ,'
. increased over tenfold. Today we boast thousands
of masses at the enterprises and in the residential 4

quarters. The use of washing machines, refrigera-
tors and other domestic electric equipment and
utensils is constantly rising. Over 11,600 washing
machines, 4,000 refrigerstors, 2,300 sewing machi-
nes, and 8,300 TV sets were sold to the population

The network of creches, kindergartens, etc. is
extending considerably. In 1973 the number of cre-

‘ches reached 2,287 while their sitting capacity in- E
_creased 61 times against 1950. More than two thirds

of the maintenance cost of the creches is met by
the staie. The number of kindergarlens is over 1620.
But in the future greater attention should be

provement of the functioning of the institutions
concerned in these services, which net only help to
bring up and educatc the children but also create
favourable conditions for the increased participa-
tion of women in uscful social production.

The capilalist countries present quite the ap-
posite picture. Women are exploited and diserimi-

1,000 laws legalize thc discrimination of women in

1) Enver Hoxha. «On Some Aspects of the Probhlem ot

52

oy A

the family, in society, and at work, The a\-?é'rage
wages of the American wdmen workers are onlg‘_-_

58,6 per cent of the average men’s wages. The posi- - .
tion of black women is even worse, their wages =

being 20 per cent lower than those of white women,
which, in turn, are much lowecr than-the men’s -
wages. o

In England the women working in material~
produciion represent 34 per cent of the total labour -
forcc. Only one in ten women earns wages equal
to those of the men, besides, they are the firsi to
be laid off from work. In recent years in Itsly over
one million women have remained unemployed.

Conditions similar to thosc
countries exist in the countries where revisionist
cliques are in power. In these countries thc number,
of housewives is constantly growing, While in our
country women workers represent 83 per cent of
the total number of women, in Poland they repre-
scnt 63 per cent, in Bulgaria 74 per cent, in Hunga-
ry 73 per cent, in USA 40 per cent, in France 43 per
cenl, in the Federal German Republic 52 per cent
eted

In the Soviet Union the number of housewives
and of women doing private work in the small and
middle sized lowns ranges from 2 to 12 times larger
than in the big cities. This is a disguised form of
uncmployment involving milliens of women. In va-
rious cities and regions such as Baikal, North Ural,
etc, with heavy industry predominaling, very few
women find employment hecause of the lack of
B ]

1) Riabushkin T. V., Geletskaya R.A., «Problemi Naro~
donaselenia evropeistih .str'lnah SEV=, p. 50. -
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proper work fronts. Tphc same applies to Poland,
Czechoslovakia and other revisionist countries.

Even when lhe guestion of employing house-
wives in social production is raised, it is considered
only from the aspect of economic advantage. As a
result, in these countries capitalist degeneration has
. led to the practical loss of the victories and rights
that women had won when these counlries were
marching on the road to socialism.

The consistent implementation of the Marxist-

Leninist program of our Party for the complete and -

all-around emancipation of women, which has been
undisputably confirmed by our revoiutionary life
- and experience, acquires parficular significance. It
is an integral part of the program and the general
line of our Party for the complete construction of
the socialist sociely.

d) The rapid growth of the ranks of the working
class, by the broad engagement of men and women
in the sphere of social production, has resulted in
higher rates of ils increase in comparison with the
growth of the population as a whole and of the
other groups of society. Here are some figures:

!i.__. Inerease in time ol:
¥Yecar ‘ the population i the working class
1854 1¢ 1.0
1860 14 3.5
1969 1.7 5.4 :
Pwers 19 L b

This ihcrease was in conformity with the gene-
ral Marxist-Leninist line of the PLA for the social-"
isl construction of the country and for its ali-arourd
ceonomic and social development. The leap made
by the  working class was normal, well balanced,
iiccessary, and was gencerally achieved without draw-
ing excessively from the manpower of the country-
side or out numbering the real needs.

Unlike the capitalist and revisionist countrics,
cur Party has not increased the working class to
the detriment of the countryside, by depopulating
the villages and leaving them in neglect. Thanks
to its solicitude for the harmonious development of
industry and agriculture it became possible to esta-
blish correct relations between the development of
.he working class, on the one hand, and the coope-
vativist peasaniry, an the other. Allthough the work-
ing class shows an increase of 6 times during the
period from 1350 to 1973, the cooperativist peasant-
ry has also increased in numbers during the same
period.

By giving priority to the devclopment of in-
dusiry, the necessary material conditions were gra-
dually ercated far a similarly rapid and harmonious
developmenlt. of the other branches of the economy.
In_this way, industrial production has always bcen
able to supply agriculture and the other branches
of the economy with farming machines and tools,
Sparc parts, chemical fertilizers, pesticides, clectrie
Power, cemenl and other building materials. «The
development and structure of industry», comrade
Enver Tloxha teaches us, «have always been closely
linked with the needs of the other branches of our
€conomy. As a result the balance between  the
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i deirelo'pmeht of industry and agriculture was’ main-

tained, so that industry can serve directly the de-
velopment of agriculture. Procceding on that corfect
and tested road, the development of industry during
the 5th five-year plan will be more closely linked
with the needs of agriculture for its further moder-
nization and intensification»1.

€) Though the growth rates of the working cluss
are high, the rates of the economic and socigl de-

. velopment of the country are even higher.

The analysis of facts shows that from one five-
vear peried to the other the increase of social pro-
duction, in general, and of the national income, in
particular, has been mainly determined by the in-

» - creased work productivity. For instance, if the na-

tional income in 1973 was to be realized by the work
productivity standards of 1950, it would have taken

- more than 2.1 million workers in the producing

sphere, or about as many as the present population
ef the country. ’
Nevertheless, the simultancous solution of the

" numerous problems of socialist construetion in the

difficult conditions and handicaps of growth and in
the conditions of the savage imperialist and revi-
sionist blockade, could not fail to have its effect on
some incorrect proportion or index of social work
productivity in some of the five-year plans.
Therefore, the Party and the government have
laid before the working class important tasks to

- ceaselessly increase work productivity as one among

the fundamental factors for the further strengthen-

1) Enver Hoxha. Reporl to she 6ih Congress of PLA,
73,
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ing of our socialist economy and for the écﬂpomic&l _
utilization of manpower available in buth.th'e town,
and the countryside, Every neglect in this respect
is fraught with negalive economic, political, .a_n'd,._'
social consequences, since it reduces the possibilities.:
of accumulation being increased and the rates of
development of the productive forces guickened. If o
1t had been tolerated, it would have becn necessary ' -
to draw from the villages more workers than are’ .
needed in fact and it would have been more difficult -
to mect the purchasing power of the working p?ople»'
with consumer goods. Being thoroughly acqu_ambed. :
with these queslions, the working cla.ss. is qll'gctly
interested in improving work productivily md1ce:s,, ‘
as a key to the solution of many other economic
and social problems of the present and the futu.re.,
f) The impetuous development of the pI‘OduCtl‘VG'
forces, the setting up of large projects, and t?z:e in-
tensification of the process of concentration in ail’
the branches of the people’s economy have brqught:t
about the concentration of workers in increasingly
lurger enterprises. Alter the first steps towards the
concentration of manpower and production, the:
rcalization of the five-year plans has led to a con~
siderable progress in that direction, which constitu-
tes an important feature of the development of our .
working cluss. B
At preseni the country has reached a stage of
development in which large-scale mechanized pro-
duction, as principal requirement for the building
of the technical-material basis of socialism, is gra--
duclly becoming a distinetive characteristic. With
the passape from one f[ive-year plan to the other,.

§7°



4

“projects have increased not only in number but also’

in size, If the number of industrial projects built
in the Ist Five-year Plan was 150, in the 2nd Five-
year Plan it was 250, in the 3nd 400, etc.

Powerful vlants and combines are under cons-
truction in our country; they are changing the face
©f our socialist Homeland and are making it siron-
ger, more developed and flourishing. Tt is a law of
the socialist revolution that it never marks time or

~ is complacent with what it has already achieved.

«Whal yesterday was an objeclive and today an
-achievement, begins to appear quite insufficient in
‘view of the dulies and new horizons opening up to
‘us. Everything thal is stationary and econservative
is alien to the living spirit of socialism. This applies
Aalsa to our econornic plans which from year to year,
and from one five-year plan to the other become
more and more magnificent..»!. The great projects
thal are being built in the current five-vear plan
for the strenglhening of the technical and material
basis of socialism with the inlernationalist aid of
‘the PR of China are really magnificent in size and
in their technological standard.

As a conscquence of this development, the pro-
cess of workers’ concentration in ever larger eon-

terprises has alse been deepcncd. This is how it
stands in industry:

. 1) Enver Hoxha. Speech at the mass rally heid in Vau
i Dejés with the builders of the «Mao Tsetungn» hydro-power
plant, published in the «Z&ri i Popullit~ on June 4,1976,
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Industrial enterprises grouped according to
number of workers in 1963 and 19731

B v
] ‘, 1963 ! 1973 R NE:
: — _‘_.._l S L St
i e i el i . cq E;
i Worker ]0 g) Workers | © § | Workers 3 i '8

B bped pES
| i ) —_ B - —_ =
it | et i} 117
| 58! Nu- o 152 M) e |5 9ES
1 2% mber A Dz & mber L 5483
! s i ol N o M
Yotal 209 66,941’ 100,0 253 121602 1000 1.8 times
Under 100 53 2,508 3.8 45 1,610 1.3 086 » -
101-200 46 6,865, 10.7 . 38 5,630 46 .8 »
201-500 77 24,847 371 86 29,173 240 1.2 »

13,379 200 95 34,951 287 2.6 »
4172 63 2 10987 81 2— »

1,001-2,500

501-1,000 23 15,119 226 57 3%,231 323 25 »
9
over 2,500 1

In 1973 the enterprises with more than 500

workers represenled over 34 per’ cent of the fotal

number of industrial enterprises and- employed
necarly 70 per cent of the total number of wurkers,
while in 1963 they represented only 16 per cent of
the number of enterprises and employed about 19
per cent of the total number of workers. The degree
of concentration of the workers has been r-alse_d by
increasing the number of enterprises with higher
level of concentration. The above data show that in
1973 the number of industrial workers in gene'ral
has increased 1.8 times while in the enterprises 'w1th
more than 500 workers 2.5-2.6 times. The bigger

1) «80 vears of Socialist Albanias, p, 45,
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enterprises are those that put out the bulk of in" |

dustrial preduction.

A more or less similar phenomenon has taken
place also in the other branches of the people’s
economy. Thus, in the sysiem of the Ministry of

. Construction in 1972 the enterprises with more than
O 509 workers represented 30 per cent of the enter-
. pmses and carried out 4/5 of the total volume of
~construction and production of that system. In agri-

culture, the enterpriscs with more than 3,000 ha of
land represented 27 per cent of all the agricultural
enterprises and cultivated 70 per cent of all the
state farming lands.

. Our working class is interesied in the rational
increase of the degree of socialization of production.
This interest is directly linked with the growing

. organizalional and administrative role it plays in
.. "-the process of the production of material blessings
=< and with the advantages offered by the studied de-
- velopment and intensification of this process. In

the enterprises with a comparitvely high concentra-
tion level there are belter opportunities for improv-
g.d organization of production, for larger mechaniza~
tion, for a wider spread of the experience of ad-
vanced workers, ete. [n these enferprises the work-
ing class is better able to raise its class conscious-
ness, its ideo-political, educational, and cultural
standard more quickly and constantly, to acquire
more professional skills and belter organizational
abilities of leadership. Everyday life is the Dbest

~ testimony of this truth.

The increased degree of concentration and

. Specialization of production is accompanied by hig-

her efficicney, by a tnore rational utilization of the

&0

means and objects of production and of the labour
force in the processes of production and the servis.
ces. In the enterprises of the engineering industry .

that have a volume of production of 50 to 100 mll-

lion lcks, work productivity is 1.5 to 2.5 times over

that of the small factories and mechanical bases -

with a volume of production ol less than 2 million

leks. In the building enterprises with a yearly ca- g,

pacity of 30 to 40 million leks, the volume of cons-.
truction realized for every 1,000 leks in pr‘mcipal
means is 80 per cent greater than in the entreprises

with a yearly capacity of 50 to 10 million leks. In .

agriculture also large-scale produciion proves more
efficient than the small fragmented production.
Despite the satisfactory results achieved in
raising lhe degree of concentration and specializa-
tion of production, it remains a problem which
must be given due attention to in ihe future. It is
not a question of building big enterprises, or of
making the concentration of produciion and man-
power a purpose in ilself. For the implementation
of the principle of self-reliance and the utilization
of our internal resources and possibilities better,
the Party and the government have issued instruc-
tions to cncourage medium and small production,
1o extend and intensify the initiative of setiing up
new production lines, departments and factories
with locally produced materials and equipment,
either in existing enterprises or independently of
them. But it is essential that the pracess of produe-
tion in them should become gradually better orga-
nized, thal il should bypass the stage of artisan and
heterogeneous proaduction and apply the advanced -
technigue and technology. Thereupon they will be
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_ able to raise their degree of concentration, the vo-
Jume of production and work productivity, the ef-

ficiency of production of the small and middle-sized
production lines, enterprises and factories.

g) Man’s work has undergone also deep social
and economic changes aecquiring new qualities and
content. The establishment by law of the right and
duty to work, the eight-hour work-day, the new
Code of Labour which is ammended from time to
time to regulate the relationships in work, includ-
ing the right of paid leave for every worker; the
uplift of the degree of mechanization, and  upon
this basis, the continual laciliti=s al work, especially,
in the more difficult sectors and branches of the
ecuonomy; the insurance and protection of the work-
ers at work, ctc., these are some of the great-vie-
tories that the working class has achieved under
the people’s power.

In our country manpower has ceased being an
object for sale and the labour market has disappca-
red once and for all. Compulsory labour has given
way to [ree labour. The worker is happy in what he
does, he is free to develop his talents, his natural
pifts and his physical and menlal energies, he finds
joy and genuine satistaction in performing his task.

The new characler and contents of work have
given rise to a new socialist attitude towards it. A
clear evidence of this allitude is the conscious par-
ticipation in useful social activities as well as in
any kind of work that serves the inlerest of produc-
tion of malerial blessing and the construction of
socialism.

A radical revolutionary change has been mark-
ed also in the relations of social distribution accord~
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ing to-the socialist principle «from each according
to his abililies, to each according to his works,

which expresses the practical liquidation of the ex-~
ploitation of man by man. ZEgqual pay for equal.
work, regardless of sex, is guaranteed. :

Nevertheless, as the Parly has pointed out, some-
vestiges of the old bourgeois attitude towards work
in the psychology of a section of workers still per--
sist. They have a class character and are expressed
in the tendency to put the personal interest above.
the general interest. These alien atlitudes and ma-
nifestations towards work and social property are-
noxious to, and dangerous for, our social order, for
our Marxist-Leninist idecology and for the very
consciousness of the workers, The constant and
persisteni efforis 1o free the workers of these left-
-overs, their education in the standards of socialist:
attitude towards work and Lhe transformation of -
these standards inte convictions, is an important.
permanenl question,

The foregoing part dealt with some of the more-
important features of the numerical growth and
development of the working class. The other very:
important questions, such as ithe ideo-political, edu--
cational, cultural, and technical-professional level
of the working class, the place it occupics in the-
social structure of the population, the workers, ave-
rage life-span and length of service, cte, will be-
discussed in-the following parts of this study.
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" bour for the ranks of the

II
PRINCIPAL SOURCES OF WORKING CLASS
INCREASE

- 1. SOMF QUESTIONS ON THE SOURCES SUPPLYING THE
: BANKS OF THE WORKING CLASS

The ranks of the working class draw chiefly-

from threc sources: a) rapid povulation growth, b)
employment of the able-bodied peuple, c¢) planned
distribution and re-distribution of manpower among
the various branches of the economy, particularly,
between the town and the countryside,
) In various stages, each of ihese sources has, in
_ turn, had priority over the others, but always being
subordinated to the fundamental objectives of cach
-stage. These sources have been utilized rationally
and in conformity with the general state plan for
the development of the people’s economy.
The problems of the
present and future eco-
nomic development of
. the country are closel
working class linked witxg the Valric)u}sr
aspects of the reproduction of the population in ge-
neral and of the sources of labour in particular.

The rapid population
growth — a source of la-

From this point of view, the problems of the ..
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population growth are not and should not be consi-
dered as the exclusive concern of the organs of .
statistics. They are, in fact, very important pro-
blems, which, in the long run, are interwoven with .
a series of political, ideological, economic, psycholo-
gical, biological, and social factors. In most cases
these factors interact among themselves and influ-
ence each other. The growth of population is linked
with the enlire policy of the Party for the socialist
construction of our country, and man stands in its
centre,

The reproduction of population does not always
proceed al the same rhythm. Various economic and
social factors come into play; they inlervene and
will centinue to intervene in many different ways
and to different extents with the rate of reproduc-
tion of population. Therefore, in order to know the
present and future tendency of the growth and de-
velopment of the working class, we must be well
acquainted with the problems regarding the repro-
duction of population and the sources of labour. Ac-
quaintance with the demographic phenomena is ne-
cessary because these have a gradual, though not
immediate, effeet on the growlh of the ranks of the
working class and the other working people. The
faster the population grows, the fastor the sources
of fresh labaur will grow.

Ours is one of the countries boasting high rates
of population growth. This is connectcd with the
new gconomic and social conditions created after
Liberation. The establishment of the people’s power,
the socialist nationalization of the prineipal means
of production, and the elimination, on this basis, of
the exploitation of man by man, the correct policy
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of the Party for the constant rise of the material
and cultural kevel of the working masses, the un-
ceasing development of the productive forces, ihe
gratuituous health service, facilities for mother and
child, and others, are all important factors contri-
buting fo the rapid growih of the population. Thesc
conditions have given free scope of aeclion to  the
social law of demography and reproduction of po-
pulation.

The rapid growth of the population in the years
of socialist consiruction is illustrated by the follow-
ing figures.

Population in different years

Topulation in

Year Population in thousands / per vent
1939 10404 100.0
1860 121¢,9 11%.2
1960 1626,3 156.3
973 2229,6 220.0

‘These figures show that after the triumph of
the people’s revolution the reproduction of the po-
pulation has undergone impertant positive changes.
From an average annual increase of 1.7 per cent in
the 1923-1938 period, the rate of incrcase has risen
to 3.2 per vent during the years of the people’s po-
wer, and the population has doubled.

More than thirty years of experience of social-
ist construclion have confirmed that the growth of
population has been and remains a principal factor
for the rapid development of the people’s cconomy
and for filling the ranks of the working class with
new contingents.

Besides, the all-around siudy of population and
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al the working age-groups is important to asscss the
growth and development of the working class. It is
well known that the part of the working population
plays the most important role in the economic de-
velopment of the country, being also the mosl dy-
namic, ever in movement, part whose changes and
development depend largely on the process of the
reproduction of population. But it should be noted
that although the increase of the working age-group
of the population depend: on the reproduction of
population in general, these two processes do not
coincide in time. The population growth at a given
stage does not immediately affect the growth of
the working population. The effect may be felt 15-20
years later. This fact must be borne in mind in stu-
dying the process of economic development, for it
is closely linked with the reproduction of popula-
tion. The differences among three main age-groups
of population have been the following:

Groups of populetion under, in, and over
work-tge group for several yearst

In per cent against total

population
Total population divided in three groups
Year )
Under work-age | In work-age?| Over work-age
1950 387 50.7 106
1860 41.1 49.4 8.5
1970 422 EER 8.6
1973 40.9 30.6 8.7

1) «30 years of Socialist Albania» p, 27.
2) Under working age-group fall malcs [rom 15 {0 59
years of age and famales {rom 15 to 54 years. ]
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. These data lead to the general conclusion that
the growth of population, particularly of work age-
group, has been a rcliable source of manpower
which has provided fresh contingents for the ranks
of the working class and other working people.
During the period between 1950 and 1973 the able-
bodied population has shown an increase of 87 per
cent and today it represcnts more than half of the
total number of population. The fact that the gene-
ral population, as well as the able-bodied popula-
tion has almost doubled within a period of 25 vears
is a positive phenomenon witheut precedent in the
other countries of Europe.

It follows that part of the able-bedied popula-
tion does nol join the ranks of working people of the
town and countryside. A large section can begin
work only on having finished the various courses,
secondary schools of general or professional educa-
tion or university studies. From the figurcs of the
above tablc we can draw some other conclusions
about the characteristic features of the development
of population in our country.

— Unlike many other countrics, a comparali-
vely high portion of Albania’s population is under
work-age. From 38.7 per cent in 1950, the age-group
under 15 reached almost 41 per cent in 1973, This
means that from the point of view of its age, our

population is young and dynamic. This is a very -

positive circumstance. The contingents of young

people are a large reserve of labour for the unin- 3

terrupted cultural and economic development of
the country.

- — Another characteristic of our population is
that the number of people at work-age has been
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growing parallel with the population in general,
which has doubled. The number of labour forces
and its specific weight in the gencral population

will contlinue to grow in the future. As the popula--

tion of the country tends to increase, new contin-
sents of work-age groups will be added to it in ever
larger numbers. These forces will favour very
much the development rates of our socialist econo-
my and culiure, the uninterrupted renewal and
growth of the ranks of the working class. Neces-
sarily, their full activation requires the mobiliza-
tion of all the superiorities of our socialist order,
of all the economic and social forces. :

— As data indicale, the able-bodied population
represents about 50 per cent of the total popula-~
tion of the country. In many countries of Europe,
as a result of the reduced birth-rate, the population
is «growing old». The following corroborates it: the
work-age population in Rumania takes up 59 per
cent of the total population, in Bulgaria 58 per
cent, in Yugeslavia b7 per cent, in Italy 58 per cent,
in Grecee 58 per cent, ete. The high specific weight
of the younger part of the population in our country
is an asset for its future devclopment. But this fact
poses the necessity of stepping up the efforts for
the employment and mobilization of the entire
abile-bodied population so that it should be better
and more effectively employed in the socialist
construction.,

These specific features of the dynamic develop-
ment of the population bear directly on planning
the growth of the working class, the cooperativist
peasantry and the other working people. They have
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been usually taken into account in swelling the
ranks of our working class.

+ Despite the natural growth of population, the
working class cannot develop independently from
the development of industry and the other branches
uof the economy. The growth and development of
the working class, as was alteady noled, are also
linked with the other social and cconomic factors.
During the years of people’s power the population
has increased under the conditions of a rapid deve-
lopment of the productive forces, expecially in

. Industry, consiruction, transporl and ihe other bran-

ches of the economy. Il was accompanied by the
rapid growth of the working class. The rapid growth
and development of population in general, and of
the working class, in particular, has been and pre-
mains an essential factor in the gencral rapid pro-
gress of the couniry on the ruad to socialism.

Quite different laws pgovern the demographic
policy of the capitalist and revisionist countries.
Uncertainty about employment and cvervday life,
swelling of the ranks of unemployed, continuous
prices rises, criscs and other phenomena of that
nalure bring about a sharp fall of the birth-rate in
these countries. Capitalist degeneration of the cco-
nomy, lhe spread of bourgecis morality and way
of life in the countrics where the modern revi-
sionists have usurped political power, have intro-
duced to them the laws of the capitalist society in
their policy on population. In many republies of
the Soviet Union anhd in some other revisionist
countries, even the simple reproduction of the po-
pulation cannot be obtained. During the last ten
years in Byelorussia, Lithuania, Estonia, Georgia,
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ete., the population has remained at its 1939 level.
In Czechoslovakia the population from 14.2 million
in 1965 has reachcd only 14.4 million in 1973, while
in the German Democralic Republic the population
in 1973 was 13 million, just at its 1961 levell

The imperialists and social-imperialists concoct
and spread various reactionary «theories» and views
on the population issue. In USA, for instance, the
ruling circles are spreading «theorics» about the
so-called «population boom» in the countries of Asia,
Africa and Latin America, or a «general» halocaust
of mankind»®. In the Soviet Union, although there
is much talk against malthusianism, thcy say that
«the rapid growth of the population is a mill-stone
round the ncck of the developing nationss?.

The essence of these views is in no way dif-

. lerenl [rom the notorious theory of Malthus, who

170 vears ago, when the world's population was less
than one thousand million, proclaimed his theory of
«overpopulation» and the Impossibility of mat-
ching ithe population growth with Lhe increase of
production.

Compared with the time of Malthus’ notoricus
sermons, at present the population of the world has
increased four-fold and, thanks to the effarts of the
broad masses of the people, the material wealth of
society has increased at a much higher rate. Hence,
the causes of unemployment, poverty, chronic hun-

1) «SSSR i zarubjezhnie strani» 1970, p. 25 and «Polish

annual statisties of 1973». .
2) Minuies Ifrom the World Conference on Population,

published in «Zéri i Popullits, Augusl 30, 1974,
3) Minutes from the Waorld Conference on Populaticn,
published in «Zgéri i Popullil», Augusi 30, 1814,
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ger, poor health, ete., in many countries is nat
«overpopulation», as the bourgecis and revisionist
ideologists pretend, but the anti-popular social sys-
tem of exploitation which exisis in many countries
and the hegemonic and plundering policy of the two
super-powers, the USA and the Soviet Union. They
are today the biggest international oppressors and
exploilers, . '

In quite a number of countries, especially  in
the developing ones, despite the growth of the ge-
neral population, their working class is numerically
- Msmall and its growth proceeds at very slow rates.
Apart from the internal economic and soeial fac-
tors, a considerable inhibiting influence in that res-
pect is cxercised by the savage colonial and semi-
-colonial exploitation of the imperialist powers and

of Soviet sucial-imperialism. These couniries are -

s!:ﬂl considered, in one form or another, as the prin-
cipal bases of raw material supplies for the imperial-
ist and revisionist metropolises.

Therefore, the problems of population growth
and the development of the working class in these
countries can find a correct solution in the deter-
mined and uncompromising struggle against the
imperialist, colunialist and neocolonialist oppres~
sors and exploiters, against the two imperialisl su-
perpowers, in the struggle for achicving, consolidat-
Ing and defending their real national independence
the development of their economy and culture, al-
ways relying on their own efforts for their inde-
penc_lent p_olitical, economic, and social development
in line with the national interesls and aspiratlions
of each country,
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Full activation of uble- The drawing in and
bodied population. the fullest and most

effective possible em-~
ployment of all labour sources is one of the prin-
cipal indices of the vitality of a social and economic
order. On the other hand, a social economic order
that fails to fully mobilize and employ the labour
forces inside the country goes to its inevitable de-
gradation, decomposition and ruin.

Qur revolutionary experience of socialist cons-
truction has convincingly demonstrated the superio-
rity of the socialist economic and social order even
in this field.

In our People’s Republic the sore wound of
unemployment has been completely removed along
with all its social and economiec evils. In line with
the rising demand for the development of the pro-
ductive forces, the participation of the able-bodied
population in the various branches of the national
cconomy increased, absorbing all labour sources
created by the intensive reproduction of the count-
ry’s populatiorn.

The obstacles and dilficuliies of growth that
have had to be overcome in this field are quite
familiar. To these must be addced ithe extreme in-
ncrent backwardness of the past, the savage impe-
rialist and revisionist encirclement under which we
have been working for the construetion of social-
15m.,

With the establishment of the people’s power
every cditizen of the People’s Republie of Albania
won his legitimate right to work. It did not remain
a fictitious right, but became a reality. With the
development of the productive forces and thanks

73



to the extensive ideo-political activity carried out
by the Party, an cver incressing part of the popu-
lation was drawn in social production. The liquida-
tion of the exploitalion of man by man and the
education of the new man in a communist outlook
are inconceivable without the active participation of
every worker in social produclion. During the last
25 years, our people’s economy has employed an
additional 500,000 people, most of whom have filled
the ranks of the working class. This addition was
larger than the growth of the able-bodied popula-
tion, The rest has mainly come from the inclusions
of the housewives in social production. .

Thanks to this policy, the number of workers
per 1,000 inhabilants has constantly incrcascd from
one period to another, as can be seen from the fol-
lowing table:

Workens par 1,000 ' Workers per 1,000

Year inhahitants Year | nhabitants
1999 14 1963 109
1950 45 1970 145
1955 7 1973 160

The figures show that during the period bet-
ween 1838 and 1973 the number of workers per
1,000 inhabitants has increased about 12 fold, which
has been made possible primarily by the full acti-
viation of the able-bodied population and by elimi-
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nating the ugly phenomenon of unemployment and
the painful practice of emigration. )

The correct policy pursued by the PLA for the
full employment of the whole able-bodied popu}a-
tion has rendered il possible to increase the active
population, the population actually employed. Gra-
dually, together with the creation of the necessary
conditions, the active population is becoming the
numerically mosf important part of the able-bodied
population, {excluding those who have reached the
age to work but attend the various schools gnd
courses). This can be also seen from the following

figures:

 Specific weight of active po-

Year pulation compared with able-
-bodied population
1950 75,8 per cent
14980 858 »
1970 Y18 »

Compared with many other countries, .A]bania
has the highest perceniage of active population over
the able-budied population. In Bulgaria this index
is 84 per cent, in Hungary and Czechoslovakia 36 per
cent ete., while in many other countries the per-
centage is still lower.

As was alrcady mentioned, the increase of the
active population in our counlry is mainly due 1o the
increased number of working women.

The inclusion of women in social production
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has been one of the principal sources for ihe growth
of the working class and a main factor that accounts
for the rapid increase of the active population as
compared with the general growth of population.
For the correct and prompl solution of these
problems, the Party has laid down the duly to fur-
ther increuse the participation of workers in social

production, to inlensify and deepen the struggle

ageinst petty-bourgeois concepts and attitudes of
looking for easy jobs, and for cosy «corners», which
are carried and spread by particular groups or
individuals; to work more efficiently for the rooting
in of the concept and feeling that one must work
Where the needs of the country, the interest of the
Party, the people and socialist construction, call for.
The objective of all this is that everyone who is able
to work, must make his contribution in the great
cause of socialist construetion within his possibilities.
He must earn his living by his own sweat, always
placing the general interest above his personal
interest. The correct solution of this problem requi-
res rigorous studies and ogranizationa! measures not
only on a national seale, but also in the distriets,
tawns, and villages, and even in enterprises, depen-
ding on the real situation. ,

With the deepening of the general crisis of capi-
talism, in the capitalist and revisionist world the
oppuosite is the case. In these countrics the problem
of chronic unemployment is growing increasingly
more acute. Despite the trumped-up facts, today the
USA has over 5 million unemployed, England sbout
3 million, Japan 1 million and 700 thousand eic.

In a number of capitalist countries, long termy
emigration of manpower has become a very- serious
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social evil. Every year thousands of people leave
their countries in search for work in foreign lands.
The total number of labour emigrants in Europe,
aceording to minimized official statistics, is well
over 19 million. They come mastly from Portug?.l,
Spain, [taly, Greece, Yugoslavia, Turkey. In dif-
ferent countries of the world today there are about
7 million Italian immigrants, which means tl}at one
in every five Italian families has a member in emi-
gration. Ilere are some figures about the emigration
from some countries of Europe.!

Longterm emigration from some couniries
of Europe in 1967-1969

|

|
Nr Country | 1967 1968 ‘ 1969
1. Portugal _ g2500 80500 05,300
2. Spain T 43200 6,100 120,900
3. Greece 42700 30400 43,500

Besides exploiting the labour immigrants to the -
ulmaost, the capitalist use them to bring pressure to
bear on the local working class. Facts prove that
the very countries in which immigration of workers
is largest, have also the largest army of unemplgygd.
This is the case today in the USA, Great Britain,
Germany, cte, _ .

The phenomenon of unemployment, and even
that of emigration, has involved also the revisionist

1) Demggographic annual of the UNO, 1970, pp. 784-807.
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countries and is growing more acute day by day.
The constant degeneration of these countries into
capitalism has long crcated cvery premisis for the
revival of all the phenomena of the capitalist world.
The problem of employing all able-bodied people is
becoming very acute in the countries ruled by the
revisionisl  cliques, where unemployment exists

~ openly or concealed. It has become a disquieting sore

wound.

Unemploymeni assumes varying forms in the
Soviet Union and the other revisionist countries.
Firsi of all, il appears as a gigantic shift of millions
of workers from one republic to another, from one
region to another, from one district to another,
from one enterprise to another. In the various enter-
prises of the Soviet Union every year are removed
20-30 per cent of the workers and employees with

‘the result that each worker loses an average of 17-23

work days a year in search for a new job,

The revisionist propaganda extols the rolc
played by the intensification of wark in releasing
manpower. Behind this they scck to hide the truth
about unemployment, The workers «freed» from an
enterprise constitute that part which in these
countries is refered 1o as labour «excess-, In fact,
the solution they have discovered is typically capi-
talist, since the «freed» workers find new jobs only
after weeks and months of unemployment. Apart
from that, the funds «saved» from the wages of
«freed» workers are shared among the revisionist
administrators and technocratic specialists, who
allegedly contribute more to this «rationalization of
production-. This practice has provoked conflicts
between the discharged workers and the bureaucrats,
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technoerats, and the aristocracy of the working class
inside enterprises.

Another form of dissimulated unemployment in-
the revisionist countries is the cxtremely large
number of women out of work.,

Unemployment in these countries has also
resulled from the indiscriminate dispersal of the
productive forces among the differenl regions and
districts and among the large, medium sized, and
small towns. The number of employed workers per
1,000 inhabitants in the small urban centers is half
as large as in the more developed centres of districts
and regions.

Like in the capitalist countries, in their efforts
to »solves the problem of unemployment, the revi--
sinnists are also resorting to such means as that of
putting their labour for sale on the inlernational
markets. Typical in ihis respeet is the example of
Yugoslavia, which, besides the 400 thcusand unem-
ployed inside the country, has over 800 thousands
workers cmployed in the capifalist countries of
Western Europe who suffer the savage capitalist
cxploitation and discrimination. Poland also has 125
thousand workers ready 1o be sent to the German
Federal Republic.

Planned redistribution of The one-sided deve-
the sources of Jlabour lopment of the econo-
among 1ihe branches of my under the feudal-
the economy bourgeois regime had
caused a great part of

the working population to be engaged in farming.
After the step-by-step implementation of the
Party’s program for the harmonious and all-round
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development of the people’s cconemy, a new, more

advaneced and complex structure of the national eco- |

nomy emerged, with important quantitative and
qualitative improvements. This new structure of the
development of the branches of the economy is &
proof that the country is proceeding steadily towards
the progress and modernization of industry, agricul-
ture, and the other branches of the people’s economy
and of the social and cultural activities.

From an analysis of data it emarges that agri-
culture and the countryside in general have played
an. important role in filling the ranks of the working
class with new elements, But the intensity of this
phenomenon has varied from one stage of soeialist
construciion to the other. The flow of the population
from the countryside to the city to satisfy the needs
of industry, construction, transport etc., for manpo-
wer was more intense in the mid-sixties, but after
this period it has been marking a general fall. The
drop is due to such factors as the higher degree of
mechanization in industry, transport, construction
etc., the increased sources of manpower in the cities
from the natural growth of population, the com-
pletion of collectivization of agriculture in the
mountain zones, the economic and organizational
stregthening of agricultural cooperatives, the narrow-
ing of the gap between the town and the countryside,
as well as the strengthencd discipline in the orga-
nized, controlled and planned transfer of manpower
Irom the countryside to the cities.

It can be said that, as a whole, the mechanical
movement of the rural pepulation and labour forces
to satisfy the needs of the other branches of the
economy has been organized and carried out correc-
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tly, according tu the orientations of the Party to
secure the all-around development of the people’s
economy. Besides providing manpower for the other
branches of the economy, the countryside has also
increased the number of workers engaged in farming.
During the period from 1961 lo 1972, 84,000 hands
were added to agriculture. The rural area today is
inhabited by a population half as many in numbers
as in the first years after Liberation. The buwk of
the working people that live in the villages are
employed in farming, but a seclion of the rural po-.
pulation is engaged in industry, in social and cul-
tural activities, ete.

The departure of farm-hands from the country-
side has been compensated by the iniensification of
agriculiure, which marked a risc in the yields of
agricultural production. The latter increased at
higher rates than the natural growth of population.
The increase of agricultural produciion has more
than equalled the amount of production that the
departed hands would have given, had thev slayed
in the countryside. If agricultural production per
hecad in 1951 is reckoned at 100 per cent, the rise of
production per head in 1972 results about 60 per
cent higher. This rise has been due to a series of
factors, such as: the economic and organizational
strengthening of the agricultural cooperatives, the
raised educational and professional level of the
peasantry, the increased degree of mechanization,
irrigation, the extensive use of chemical and organic
fertilizers, ete.

Although the flow of labour from the country
to the towns and other work centres has slowed down
in comparison with the previous years, and the new
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situation apﬁears to be more stable, the investiga-
tions carried out have shown that the mechanical
movement could have been belter organized and

- disciplined.

The drawing-in of part of the rural hands took
place at a time when a seclion of thc townspeople,
pretending for easier and more convenient jobs,

. avoided the main fronts of material preduction. The

towns have had the possibility to satisfy the needs
of industry and the other branches of the economy

“for manpower better. No doubt, some other reasons

account for ihis, such as failure to employ house-
wives, who for a time were partly left out of social
production because of conservative and patriarchal
customs, old t{raditions, ctc. It was impossible to
break them at once, as was proved by our own
experience. This was to be achieved in the course of
a long and very important process of elass struggle
which still continues today.

Therefore, much remains to be done in the cities
with people who persisl in  maintaining an alien
attitude towards work, who look for casy jobs and
refuse to work in agriculture, construction, trans-
port ete.

Another question is the unjustified and unrully
departure of manpower from some zones and districts,
the more so from ihe mountain regions. This cannot
but affect the development rates of agriculture in
the cooperatives of such districts, the full and timely
discharge of the great duties laid down by the Party
for the further development of agriculture in these
districts.

The implementation of party orientations that
our highlands be made unviolable strongholds

B2

against imperialist and revisionist enemies, makes

it imperative to keep them well populaied, qt.ronger :

and better developed economically.

A convenient form of satisfying the needs oi
mines, saw-mills, consteuclion sites in the neigh~ ~
bourhood of villages has been the employment of
workers from the agricultural cooperatives without
having to transfer their families from the villagcs.
This solution is being improved. In 1969, 70,440
men were employed outside cooperalives while theiz
famtlies continued work in the coopcratives; in 1973
their number rose to 120,000. In these zones and

‘coaperatives, women have played an important role

in raising agricultural preoduction higher. It is
essential that this must noi interfere with the work
of the eooperatives and must also prevent wrong
concepts from emerging and developing. In some
hilly-mountain district, the opinion has becn enter
tained that agriculture is an auxiliary and not a
fundamental branch of the economy, thus overloo~
xing the teachings of our Party.

Another source of supply for the vvorkmg class
is the curtailment from and transfer of part of the
administrative and directing staff io the sector of
production of material blessings, In the: context of
the struggle against bureaucracy, which has been
waged by our Party, this has been an occasional
praclice. But #. must nol be done with campaigns.
The fundamental thing is to prevent the dirccting
staff and office~workers from outnumbering therin-
selves,

Nevertheless, as a resull of bureaucratic and
technocratic pressure, during the recent years the
sdministrative-directing organs and the research and .
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scientific institutes in the capital as well as in the
districts were inflated. The accumulation of thou-
sands of pcople in these levels facilitated the
development of bureaucracy.

The working class, under the leadership of the
party organizations, is waging a continuous siruggle
against manifestations of bureaucracy, technoeracy
and intellectualism by doing short work of bureau-
cratic manifestations in our economic and statc admi-
nistration. This is a revolutionary action which helps
the deepening of the revolution and the socialist
construction, the defence of vietories and the conti-
nuation of our march towards socialism, the consoli-
dalion of the dictatorship of the proletariat. The
replenishing of the ranks of the working class with
new contingents from the younger generation calls
for constant care and a well-sludied orpanizational
work. This is achieved through better planning for
the training of the youth according to the specialities
needed in production. Upon graduation, these conti-
gents must begin work immediately in the different
branches of our people’s economy where they are
most needed by the country and the people. It is
necessary to avoid the ocurrence of such eases in
which the Llraining of the young workers results
inadequate.

2. SOME QUESTIONS OF THE FUTURE GROWTH AND
FALLING OF THE RANKS OF THE WORKING CLASS

The dynamic development of the produclive
forces, the uninlerrupted advance towards its trans-

~ formation from an agrarian-industrial country to an
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industrial-agrarian counfry, and in particular the
gradual transition from group-ownership to owner-
ship of the whole people will continuc to be associa-
tcd with the constant numerical growth of the work-
ing class.

In the future, just as at present, the numerical
growth of the working class and the cther working
people is closely linked with a series of factors
such as: the inercased sources of labour, ie. the
growth of the work-age populaiion which can be
drawn into active participation in material produc-
tion and in the sphere of services; the growth of
that part of the national income+ which can be set
apart and used for creating new jobs; the mainte-~
nance of a mast correct ratio between the raising of
work productivity and the numerical growth of
manpower, etc, '

The study of the present trends shows that in
the future the populeiion of ihe country will conti-
nue to grow rapidly; equally rapid will be the growth
of the sources of labour. It is eslimated that in 1980
the population will reach 2 million and 762 thousandX.
This high rate of reproduction in population and
the labour sources will serve as a reliable basis for
the rapid growth of the working class, the cooperati-
vist peasantry, and the other working pcople. This
phenomenon is very favourable for the dynamic
development of our socialist economy and culture,
[t is clear that neither the drain of labour sources
nar the risk of depopulation threaten our country,

1) «The People’s Republic of Albania op the Jubilee of
the 30th Annjversary of the PI.A», published by the Gene-
ral Board of Statistics, Tirana 1971, p, 15. '
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since its economy is constantly rising and is being
developed in a wellplanned and proportionale way.

In view of {hese prospects, the mobilization of
all the available forees in socially useful and efficient
work is a duty of great political, cconomic and social
tmportance. This faces the state organs of the center
and the distriets with the need of studying and
acquiring a deeper knowledge about the labour
sources available for each year and each 3-year
period. Since the population will continue to increase,
from the siudies conducted in this field, it results
that labour sources will also continue v grow faster
than in the past period. The number of the new
forces (the new able-bodied contingents) that will
work in the coming two decades will be 60-B0 per

cent higher than that of the last 20 yearst

: The putting tu work all the new forces of work-
-age population will require the creation of more new
iobs in the town and the country every year. While
in the period between 1951 and 1970 new jobs
¢reated every year averaged 20 thousand, the esti-
mates for the future are 60-70 per cent higher,
Surely, these jobs will be created not only in indust-

' - ry and agriculture, but also in the other branches of

the economy and culture. But it is essential thail in
the future, just us at present, the main bulk of man-
power should be employed in the branches of ma-

terial production. Part of these forces will join the
ranks of the working class.

The numerical growth of the working class in
towns and in village ierritories raises the question
of capital investments that will be needed to open

1) «The Party Road», Gth issue, 1963.
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néw jobs, as well as the question of their rational
any effective utilization. . T
I A survey of our past experience shows that

ifrom one five-year period io the other, the amount -

of capital investments needed for the creation of

cach new job has been growing continually. From -~ "

some estimates, it results that for every new job
created during the 5th five-year peried required 30
per cenl more funds than the average outlay [or
thc same purpose in the 10-year period 1960-1970. The -
rate of increase of the cost of opening new jcbs in
industry is higher than in all the other branches of
the economy, taken separately, and higher than the
average expenses for now jobs of the Republic. And
this is close to reason. While until recently the
workers used simple machines and cquipment, to-
day the standard of technical equipment has gra-
dually risen. Large comhines have been and are
being built, This change has been carried out at &
time when agriculture passed from the usc of simple
hand-plow to powerful tractors, self-propelled com-
bines, etc. The future irend of the expenses ncces-
sary for the opening of new jobs will be conditioned
by various factors, such as: the structure of the new
job (whether the new jobs will be created in the
cxisting branches of the economy or in newly set-up
branches), the standard of technical equipment ne-’
eded for the job, the branches in which more jobs
are crealed (in industry, agriculture, construction,
aor in the branches of the services), etc.

To cover the expenses of creating new jobs,
the Party has recommended to keep a relatively
high rate of accumulation without affecting the
consumplion by the workers. This requircment
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renders more urgent the necessity to raise, and At
the same time, to economize on the funds for invegt~
ments and on foreign currency and to constantly
raise the effectiveness of their utilization. In this
_conneclion, comrade Enver Hoxha has said: «Ours
is a small country, bul vne which has taken upon
itself tasks and objectives for the complete cons-
truction of the socialist society. If we also keep in
mind the well-known political and economic factors
arising from the capitalist-revisionist encirclement,
then the neeessity for that high norm of accumula-
tion which we apply in our country will become
ever clearer, as well as the necessity for the very
large investments which we arc obliged to make,
for. the high rates our socialist construction must
maintain, and the need for a strict all round pro-
gram of cconomizatlion~!. '

To put inte effect these instruciions, we must
fgrther decpen the technical and scientific revolu-
tion for the reconstruction, modernization and ex-
pansion of the existing productive forces, always
relying on our own cfforts. The pursuit of this
policy enables us to cut the average cost of each
newly created job, to sherten the lime needed for
putting into exploilation its productive capacities,
ko raise the volume of production per unit of capi-
tal investment, ele.

To Dbetter achicve these objeclives, the Party
has orienlated that the engineering industry should
embark more widely und courageously on  the
road of the production of machines and other tech-
nical equipment, so that greater suppori is given to

1) Enver Hoxha. Speeches, 1971-73, p. 370,
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the creation of new productive capacities by utiliz-
ing internal resources. .

U Of preat importance in this respect are the
orientations of the Party to open new departments
and to build new factories by relying on our own
offorts. The working class has played and shall
continue to play a vanguard role in this field. But
as a result of bureaucratic pressure, in some cases
it has been observed that new lines have heen creat-
cd only for the sake of sensation and of providing
work posts for some people, regardless of the fact
whether the final product of these new lines is
necessary. On other occasions, new lines of pro-
duction have been created withoul a thorough study
of their econowic advantage. The lenient attitude
towards thesc weaknesses has caused in some cases
the artificially swollen number of workers and em-
ployees. The development and furlherance of this
movement require that, on the basis of our positive
past expcricnce and by avoiding the weaknesses
and shortcomings of the past, we must build new
lines and factories that are necessary for, and ad-
vantageous to, our national econcmy.

In our country, as cxperience shows, social
production and national income have risen very
rapidly. This will bc the trend of future develop-
ment. This, on the other hand, raises the need of
establishing and maintaining better proportions bet-
ween the growth of the social produclion from in-
creased work productivily and the growth of pro-
duction from the mobilization of new sources of
manpower.

During the period befwesen 1950 and 1874 the
increase of industrial production from these two
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sources has been achieved in the following aniou'n '

68 per cent by raising work productivity and 32 per
!

cent by incrcasing labour power. _

This dynamic development implies that, in the
futurc too, in order to defray the expenses for the
creation of new jobs, the siress should be put on
raising work productivity. From this should he en-
sured the greater part of the increase of social pro-
duction and of the national income. Only in this way
is it possible to maintain the high rates of accumu-
Iatw_n, to ensure the syslemaotic rise of the standard
of living and the rapid development of the whale
peaple’s economy.

Our experience of socialist construction has
proved how ungrounded and erroneous is the view
of the modern revisionists who claim that the bro-

. adening of the economic base tends to slow down

the rythm of economic development. According to
their view, cven in a socialist society, thc greater
the development of thc economy and the larger its
proportion, the smaller will be its possibilities to
increase the production and 1o maintain high rates
of development. These are out-and-out anli-Marx-

- 1st sermons intended to justify their betrayal and

their failure in the economic field, to c¢xplain ihe
slow rates or the staguation of the economy in the
countries where revisionist cliques are in power.
The rise of work productivity must be consi-
dered in close connection also with the accelerated
rates for the complete construction of the socialist

© society, beginning with the rales for the construc-

tion of its material and technical base.
As regards the future growth and development
of the working class, more attention should be given

a0
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and better studied efforts should be made in regafd

to the sources from which new labour is obtained.

The Party has orienicted that the new labour.
forces needed for the development of industry, min-
ing and the other branches of the economy should
be raised first of oll in the cities, by engaging all
the reserves Jormed by the natural growlh of po-
pulation and all forces released from particular en-
terprises or the reduction in administrations of
enterprises and other institutions.

At present the towns and the non-farming bran-
ches of the economy, in general, have greater pos-
sibilitics {o replenish the ranks of the working class.
'"hese new forces can come from the natural growth
of population in cities, which have over 800 thousand
inhabitants as compared with about 250 thousand in
1950 and 500 thousand in 1960. Apart from that,
the deepening of the ideological and cultural revelu-
Lion has prepared favourable conditions for a betler

mobilization of the working people of the town, par- -

ticularly of women, for the filling of the ranks of
the working class.- This is a positive circumstance
not only from the economic but also from the ideo-
~political point of view, since at present beller con-
ditions have been created for the working class to
increasc its ranks from its own midst.

This problem requires the intensification of
the struggle against alien tendencies notived among
some townspeople to choosc their jobs inside their
own towns or districts, or to underrate some kinds
of professions or jobs, and against the intellectualist
coneepts of underraling direct work in production.

When a city or a produciion center shows an
increase of labour exceeding the needs of its indust-
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r¥ and the other related branches, from the social
and economic point of view, it is necessary to engage
the surplus lzbour power in agricultural enterprises,
in construction, and to avoid the practice of creating
temporary workshops or unnecessary activities with
the intention of employing it all within ihe city at
any cost. In fact, thanks to the superiority of our
economic and social order and the rapid economic
and cultural development, these is no surplus labour
power in aur Republic, since our national economy
absorbs all available labour sources and offers work
to everybedy for the construction of socialism.

In this vespect, it is of particular importance to
support and encourage the commendable initiatives,
taken by some party organizations, state power or-
gans and mass organizations to send town workers
to the greal projects of the five-year plan, in mines
and saw-mills, or to have them settle temporarily or
permancotly in agriculture. Very significant are also
the initiatives taken by quite a number, of adminis-
trative cadres in the center or the districts who, led
by the example of the communists, volunizered to
work in direct material production, where the count-
ry needs them most and where they can be trained
in the great school of the working class.

This praetlice has sprung from thc well-known
orientalion of the Party that the development, in
the socialist sense, of the national cconomy should -
be conducted by relying with both feet on industry
and agriculture, thus securing a more rapid develop-
ment of the latter in the hilly and mountain regions.,
In this respect it should be borne in mind that the
countryside and agriculture have never had and
will never have surplus labour, that, on the cont-
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¥ riculture offers so many work f.ronts that
;lﬂﬂeagxisting workers and those l.ha_t: will be added
in future can be employed very cfticiently.

Qur Party has upheld the theses, now {ully
confirmed by experience, thal egriculture is one of
the fundomental branches of the economy, and that
its development is closely linked 'wz’th '.the securing
and strengthening of the country’s zndepenfic-nce
and the construction of socialism. }_xny otl:ler inter-
pretation or underation of this  vitally important
problem for the destinies of socialism, whether due
to considerations of momentary econumic gains or
superficially studied actions, is fraught with harm-
ful pelitical and economic consequences fpr the
whole country. Therefure, in regard to this ques-
tion, no breach or violation whatever of the correct
Marxist-Leninist line of our Party can or should be
. r d.
wlex%tf prevent the drain upon the labour sources
of the countryside, it is necessary to’m.ake careful
estimates of the possibilities of increasing the degree
of mechanization in mining operatlon.s, forest ex—
ploitation and saw-mills, in the opening of new
roads through foresi regionsg, in transport, e_tc.

It is also necessaty to draw up and observe the
balance of labour, as a means of valuable .1nf0rma-
tion in the hands of the state and economic organs
in the cenler, the districts, and agricultural coope-
ratives, as a means of finding out how and o what
extent the indices of Jabour respond to the objective
economic laws of socialism, in particular, to the
demands of the law of the proportional, and ]?Iapned
development of the people’s economy. On this issue
comrade Enver Hoxha has laid down the task of
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keeping exact accounts of the state of existing-la~ |
bour in every district and everywhere, of recording
their movements and development, of knowing 1
where they are at present, where some of them ecan
be sent, of keeping records about their age-groups,
qualification, sex, etc,

The balance of labour sources must be an ac-
tive means of discovering the real tendencies that
may occur in the future, of encouraging positive
tendencies and of taking, on that basis, the necessa-
ry steps towards a more correct division of the
available manpower between the cities and the |
countryside, towards raising work productivity and
finding the cerrect solution of many other problems
in that field. :

The future development of the working class
is also linked with the problem of maintaining a
correct ratio between urban and rural population.

The socialist industrialization of the country,
the development of the newly created branches of
the economy and culture have led to the increase
of the urban population and of its specific weight,
The rural population has also increased in number
but its specific weight has diminished. In 1950 the
rural population represented 84 per cent of the total
population of the country and that of the cities only
16 per cent, whereas in 1973 these figures were 66
and 34 per cent respeclively.

The present ratio between the urban and rural
population is an important success of the policy
pursued by the Party in this respect, According to
the orientations of the Party, this ratio must be
maintained in the future with the help of a series
or circumstances and conditions. Thus, the develop~
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ment of industry and agriculture, of the town and
the countryside, will continue at rapld.rates. The.
urban population is producing increasingly larger

numbers of manpower ready to join the ranks of =~ "o

the working class. In the countryside, ap_art from
{farming, other branches and scctors of 1ndus‘Ery,
mining, the social-economic seclors, etc.’, are being
developed. To the achicvement of th}s objective
will also contribute the further narrowing of the
gap belween the town and the countryside, tl_‘le £Co~
nomic and organizational improvements carried out
in agricultural cooperatives, the higher standard of
scientific planning of the development and distribu-
tion of labour scurees.

From what is said so far, it is importapt to un~-
derstand the correct significance of the notions «po-
pulation living in village territory» ~and «fa.mung
population». Not all those who live in the villages
are engaged in farming; some of them are employed
in industrial work, others in the spheres of the ser-
vices or in auxiliary worlk, still others in cultural
and educational activities, etc. But 1l is ess:entzal
that the predominant part of the manpower in the
countryside should be employed in agriculture. This
road of economic and social dcvelopment of the
countryside will also help to carry out the task
of establishing and maintaining a correct ratio }qet-
ween the city population and the population living
in village territory. )

The modern revisionists hold that the migra-
tion of the population from the ct_)untrysuie to th_e
city, regardless of its intensity and 1ts. e_:ﬂect on agri-
cultural production, is alwavs a positive pheno_m'e--
non, which allegedly serves the interests of social
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and economic progress. Because of these anti-Marx-
ist concept today in the Soviet Union and the other
revisionist countries a process of depopulation and
degeneration of the villages is taking place. It is
superfluous to explain here that these views have
nothing in common with Marxism-Leninism and
with the construction of a really socialist society.
They are, in fact, a product born in the capitalist-
revisionist bed.
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III

THE PLACE OF THE WORKING CLASS IN THE
CLASS STRUCTURE OF OUR SOCIETY, ITS
DISTRIBUTION AMONG THE DISTRICTS

AND AMONG THE SPHERES AND
BRANCHES OF OUR ECONOMY

1. THE PLACE OF THE WORKING CLASS IN OUR
CLASS STRUCTURE

Immediately after the establishment of the peo-
ple’s power, the socializalion of the means of pro-
duction and the land reform transformed the eco-
nomic and social structure of our country to the
advantage of socialism. The country’s economy now’
existed in three principal forms: the socialist eco-
nomy, the small-scale production and the capitalist
economy.

The socialist form was comprised of industry
and mining, transport and communications, the
financial system, foreign trade and wholesale home
trade, the agricultural enterprises and cooperatives,
the machine and tractor stations, the forests and the
subsoil wealth. By the end of 1947 it occupied a
dominant position in our economy. Its specific
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gravity represented about 95 per cent of the total
industrial output.

The small-scale production engaged the largest
part of our working population. It included the
small and medium sized peasant holdings and the
private craftsmen who did not employ hired labour.
All these people lived almost exclusively on the in-
come from their own work.

The capilalist form included the kulak economy
in the countryside, the merchants and middlemen,
as well as the private craftsmen and the petty
undertakers who employed hired labour. Its specific
gravily was about 5 per cent of the total ecconomy
of the country. Its activity was mainly concentrated
in the circulation of commeodities. In 1947 private
commeree represented about 80 per cent of the to-
tal volume of retail trade in the country.

To ihese three forms of the economy corres~
ponded three distinet social classcs: the working
class, the working peasantry and the bourgeoisie. The
workers and the working peasantry became the iwo
dominant classes of aur society. After being divested
of its political power and losing its principal means
of production, the bourgeoisie lost also its former
importance. But in the efforts to defend its class
interests it waged a bilter struggle against the
socialist construction of the country and, in this, it
had the supporl.of international imperialism.

The great economie and soecial victories achie=
ved in socialist construction have brought radical
changes to the social and class structure of the
country. '

With the construction of the economic founda-
tions of socialism, the multiform economv of the
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country gradually disappeared and was replaced by
4 single economic system — the system of socialist
cconomy. Slatistic data show that in 1966 the so-
cialist sector accounted for 99 per ceni of the total
industrial produetion, 80 per cent of the agricultu-
ral production, 100 per cent of the wholesale and
90 per cent of the retuil trade. About 90 per cent
of the national incomc accrued from the socialist
sector. Parallel with these changes in ihe economie
structure of the country, similar changes toock place
in the class structure of society.

In his sclentific Marxist-Leninist  analysis of
the economic and social changes that had token
place in our eountry, at the 4th Congress of PLA,
comrade Enver Hoxha pointed out: «The characte-
ristic and lundamental fcature of the class structure
of our country at the present stage is the exislence
of two friendly classes, the working class and the -
cooperativist peasaniry, their alliance under the
leadership of the working class, and the consolida-
lion, on this basis, of the moral and political unity
of all working people»t.

As our revolution advances towards the com-
plete construclion of the socialist socicty, the ranks
of the working class, as is already noted, increase
rapidly causing considerable changes in the social
structure of the country. Consequently, the specifie
weight of the workers has inereased, while that of
the peasantry decreased.

The consolidation of the position of the work-

1) Enver Hoxha. Report o the 4th Congress of the PLA,
Tirana, 1961, p. 38.
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ing class in the social structure is clearly demons-
trated by the following figures:

Social siructure of the country!

B in per cent
Nr. | ‘ 1960 ' 1989 ‘ 1973
!

1. Workess 281 328 36.2
2. Peasants 387 §5.7 494

Of these:

Cooperalivists _ 41.6 55,4 494

Individual farmerst7,l 9.3 -
3. Office workars (in-

telligentsia) 11.3 11.4 14.4
4. Private craftsmen,

afte, 0.9

0.1 -

These figures show that the social structure of
ocur couniry has continually improved in correctra-
tios. From less than 11 per cent of the population
in 1950, the working class was over 36 per cent in
1973. This positive tendeney clearly demoansirates
the growth of the working class and the consolida-
tion of its dominant position in the political, social
and economic development of the country.

Although the big landowners, the feudal lords
and the capitalisis have disappeared as a class long
ago, isolated elements of that class are still living
“and hoping tu regain their «lost paradise~. In open
or underhand ways, as the occasions may present

1) «30 Years of Socialist Albania», p. 28.
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themselves, they make desperate efforts to hit the |
Party and to hinder the socialist eonstruction  of A
our country. That is why the Party and comrade ....'
Fnver Hoxha teach us to be on the look—out, to -
sharpen our revolutionary vigilance and to deal mer~ -
cilessly with all ill-wishers. Of special importance
in this siruggle is the profound study and the im- -
plementation of the teachings of, and duties laid
down at, the 4th, 5th, 6th, and Tth plenums of the
Central Committee of the PLA. S

At present our country has reached a new his-
torical stage, the stage of the complete construction
of a socialist society. The basic tendencies outlined
for this stage consist in the further deepening of
the ideologic and cultural revolution, the more rapid
progress of the productive forces towards the com-
plete construction of the material and tcchnical
base of socialism, the furiher development and
improvement of the socialist relations in production, e
the strengthening and the defence of our socialist ’
Homeland. Upon this basis, new important steps
will be made to unceassingly narrow the essential
distinctions between the working class and the co-
operativist peasantry as well as between those two
classes, on the one hand, and the strata of the intel-
ligentsia, on the other.

From time to time, more ofien in recent years,
4 number of measures have been taken to narrow
the essential distinctions between the two forms of
socialist onwership — the socialist state ownership
and the cooperativist ownership. An important pro-
gress in that respect was made by enlarging the -
agricullural cooperatives and by setting up new - .
higher-type cooperatives with a higher degree of
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socialization of the cooperativist property, bringing
it gradually closer to the type of common ownership
of the entire people. The diffecrences of income
among the workers, cooperativists and the intellig-
entsia have also been continually narrowed. Simi-
larly, the distinctions in their mode of living, their
educational and cultural level as well as their mode
of thinking, are being reduced.

In this way, the present classes that compose
our sociely have taken new positions and have ac-
quired quite new features. The working class, the
cooperativist peasantry and the stratum of the peo-
ple’s intelligenisia have radically altered their posi-
tions and their role in society, and arc rapidly de-
veloping both in numbers and, especially, in quali-
ty. The working class and the peasantry are friendly
classes with common aims and ideals, and are guid'-
ed by the Party and comrade Enver Hoxha, with
wisdom and forsight.

With the Party at its head, the working class is
playing a leading role in The whole life of the
country. Speaking at the 6th Congress of the PLA,
comrade Enver Hoxha said: «It is of special impor-
tance to the working that it itself should under-
stand, in the first place, not only its role as the
decisive productive force, but also its political role
as the vanguard class in our society. With its strug-
gle, stand and example, it draws in behind jt the
whole mass of the rest of the population, induces in
everybody the proletarian spirit, discipline and ecul-
ture in work and lifesl, Freed once and for all from

1) Enver Hoxha. Report to the 6th Congress of the PLA,
p. 113,
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capitalist oppression and exploitation, tempered in
the class struggle, and trained to overcome all in-
ternal and external obstacles and difficullies, our
working class is further strengthening its class cons-
ciousness and is consolidating its characteristics as
a vanguard class which sets the tone 1o all the life
of the country; it has raised its ideo-political, edu-
cational cultural and technical-professional level
beyond comparison.

2, THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE WORKING CLASS
AMONG THE DISTRICTS OF THE COUNTIRY

Another impotrant aspect of the siructural
changes of the working class is its territorial distri-
butien among the various districts and regions of
the country. The distribution of the working class is
a direct consequence of the rational development

-and geographical distribution of the productive for- -

ces, of the development of industry, agriculture and
the other branches of the production of material
production, the development of public services and
the social-cultural life in all the districts of the
country.

The implementation of the poliecy of socialist
industrializalion, has enabled the Party to take
measures for the productive forces and the working
class to be rationally developed and distributed over
the country. The aim of this policy is to insure the
more or less harmonious devclopment of all the
districts, to overcome the pronounced backwardness
the couniry inherited from the past, particularly
in some of the districts to further improve and
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. raise the living standard of the masses of working

pecple and to strengthen the economic capacity and

- the defence potential of the country,

The Party has treated these problems not just
from the economic vantage point, but first as pro-
blems of political and ideological importance. The
presence everywhere of the working cluss has been
and will continue to be considered as an indispen-
sable condition for the diffusion of the class spirit
everywhere, for its influence over the other mas-
ses of people and for the education of the latier in
the qualities of the working class, by increasingly

- Strengthening and enhancing its leading role in the

process of socielist construction.

The numerical growth and development of the
working class in all the regions and districts of
the country has made it possible to secure the or-
ganized and broad participation of all the labour
material and financial resources of the country in
the economic turnover and in the process of ex-
tended socialist reproduction. It has helped to redu-
ce, and will help to completely eliminate in the futu-
re, the essential distinctions between the town and
the countryside, between industry and agriculture,
between the working class and the peasantry,

From the past our country inherited not only
and exiremely low level of development of its pro-
ductive forces but also their disproportionate ter-
rilorial distribution. As a result of their unegual
and spontaneous development during - the feudal-
bourgeois regime of king Zog, even the few exisling
enterprises and workshops were distributed accord.

ing to the capitalist criteria of concentrating them

there where labour was cheapest and the capitalist
104

owners could secure largest profits. Thus,. in 19}3_8 :
about 80 per eent of the total number of industrial.
workers were concentrated in only six of the count-

rv's distriets (Berat, Korea, Durrés, Shkodra, Tirana -
and Viora), while not more than 40 per cent of the

’ 1 i i istricts.
country’s population lived in these same distric
At theysamc time, 6 other most bagkward dlstmqts
(Kolonja, Mat, Tepelena, Skrapar, Pérmet, Tropoja)

emploved only 0.8 per cent of the industri_al workers -
whilc over 13 per cent of the population of the .

country lived in them. The unequal distribution of
the working class in the period before Ll_beratmr} is
also witnessed by the fact that in 1438, in the first
group of § districts, 27 per cent of the pnpulatmn‘
lived in towns, while in the second group the urban
population was very small.

The people’s power attaches special and conti- -

¢l importance to the question of proportionate
S?Si:‘libuti%(;l of the productive forees. Thg I\'Igrx1st—
Leninist principles of the territorial‘dlstmbutlon of
the productive forces have been gpphegl by our Par-
ty in a crealive manner, in kecping with the condi-
tions of the country, its comparatively small sur-
face, its predominanily mountainous character, the
pronounced technical and cultural backwardness
inherited from the past. and thc present s@a.te .of
complete geographical imperialist and revistonist
cneirelement. 4 ‘

The vigorous development of the economy in

all its branches was followed by & more correct

territorial  distribution of th-e_pmdut:tive fnrces._
Every year, hundreds of new signs dot the map of
the Eountry, marking newly built factories, power

plants and high tension lines, newly opéned farm -
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lands, mew cities, the commissioning of new mineral
resources and the opening of new roads throughout
the country. And all this construction work has
been done according to correct criteria and with
considerations of economic benefit. «Nothing has
been built without a definite purpose, without con-
sideration of economic advantage,» comrade
" Enver Hoxha has said, «nothing is built where it
should not, far from the sources of raw materials,
or before securing the raw material locally. This
has avoided to the maximum possible the concen-
tration of industry in few centers, and now not a
single district of the country is without its factory,
withoul indusiry in its territory-i,

On the basis of thiz development it became pos-
sible to gradually overcome the extreme technical
and economiec backwardness inherited from the past.
‘The number of workers increased more rapidly in
the formerly less developed districts than that of
the whole country. Thus in 1972, as compared with
1960, while the total number of workers of the
country doubled, in the district of Fier it increased
three times, in Kruja more than three times, in
Mirdita more than four 1imes, in Tepelena and Ku-
kés 3.5 times, etc. In this way it was possible to
-eliminate the pronounced disproportions that exist-
--ed In the economic development of the past and to
ensure a more uniform distribution of the praduc-
tive forces and especially of the working class in
the districts.

1) Enver Hoxha, Speach at the meeting with the electors
for deputies to the National Assembly, «Zéri i Popullit»,
March 3, 1962.
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This process helped to establish new relations
among the districts and regionms of the country,
including new mineral sources in the sphere of pro-
duction, particularly in the northern parts of the
country which had been much neglected in the
past. This made it possible to set up new industrial
and residential centers in places where there werce
none in the past. In 1938 our country had onlyll_g
cilies, now there arc over 60. Prrenjas, Memaliaj,
Rubik, Maliq, Hoxhara, Kurbnesh, Bulgiza, Ballsh
and many other new towns have been added up ta
our map, while the former towns have complctely
changed their former aspect and have developed
into modern centers thanks to the development of
industry and the other branches ¢f the economy.

This is a concrete expression of the advantages
offered by the rational territorial distribution of
the productive forces and the working class in lhe
framework of the planned devclopment of the peo-
ple’s economy. Speaking about these advaniages,
Engels says: «The prolelariat seizes the social power
and through it transforms the means of production,
taken away from the bourgeoisie, into the property
of the entire society.. From that moment social
production can be carried out. according to a pre-
viously studied plans-1. o

However, important differences still exist in
the various districts concerning the ratio between
the workers and the population, as well as in the
development of the different branches of economy.
In nine of the country’s districts, the relative densi-

1) F. Engels «Anti-Duhring~, 1874, p. 325 (Alb. ed).
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.ty of the working class is 90-110 per 1,000 inhabi-

. tents, as compared with 135, which is. the average
density, and with 190-280 which is the highest
density recorded. Thus, in the districts of Tirana,
Durrés, Berat, Mirdita, Kruja, Vlora the density of
the working class is 220-280 per 1,000 inhabitants,
while in the districts of Pérmet, Dibra, Kolonja,Le-
zha, Mat and Tropoja it is 90-110. Bisedes, these
differences become even more pronounced if only
the industrial workers are taken into consideration,
since in some districts most of the workers are en-
gaged in public services and agriculiure, and com-
paratively few work in industry. This situation rai-
ses a number of problems:

— Differences in the development of the pro-
ductive forces and particularly in the distribution
of industry and the working class among the dis-
-+ bricts will continue to exist in the foreseable future.
This cconomic and social problem is just as impor-
tant as it is hard to solve. Its final solution cannat
be expected either in one year or even in five
years, for it requires a relatively longer period. Qur
experience has proved, however, that the question of
the territorial distribution of the productive farces,
of the coordination among the different branches
“of the economy, particularly of tndustry and agri-
«eulture, arve wvery important and require our coms-
tant attention.

—It is also necessary that the ferritorial dis-
tribution of industry and the other branches of the
economy should be decided upon aecording to sound
political, economic and social eriteria. It must be
said that the central departments do not always
. pay due attention to the said criteria; they do nut
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make thorough studies of labour sources available

in the districts or of harmonizing the industry and .

the other branches of preduction, with agriculture,

etc. Therefore, the indices of the distribution of the =

productive forees, and the working class should be.
reflected continually in both the drawing-up and _
the implementation of five-year plans of our eco-
nomic and cultural development. Such indices may
include, for example: 1) The amount of capital in-
vestments allotted to the various districts, estimated
per 1,000 inhabitants; 2} the degree of harrnoni_za—
tion between the natural growth of the population
and the creation and extension of new fronts of
labour; 3) the degrec of employment of the working
forees in the town and the countryside; 4) the ter-
ritorial distribution of the productive forces, in.ge-
neral, and of industry and the working class, in
particular; 5) the foreseable transformations in the.
structure of urban and rural population, ete.

— For the raiional distribution of the industry
and consequently of working class, the Party pqs
pointed out the necessily of investigating the possibi-
lities of building closer relations betweev_z indusiry
and agriculture, of setting up industry in the re-
mote arews, without interfering with the develop-
ment of industry in the cities and other large inha- .
biled centers. _

This is another problem which requires a spe-
cial attention and more studies.

The setting-up of workshops and industrial
cnterprises for the trecatment of minerals, timber,
building materials, etc. in the remote parts of the
country, near villages and mear the sources of raw
materials, is a commendable experience. It does not
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meaxn that such workshops and enterprises should

- be set up every-where, but only where the necessa-
ry conditions and possibilities exist, where their size -

admits of such technical equipment and specializa-
tion a8 can match up with the demands for in-
crcased output and improved quality of production.
This would create propitous conditions for the

. bettcr employment of the labour forces of both the

town and the countryside, for narrowing the dis-
tinctions ‘between the city and the country, for
improving the living conditions ol the population in

- the countryside, for making more state investments,

and for the creation of more jobs. I is obvious that
this reguires much care and caution, that cvery
exaggeration, which might harm agriculture, should

- he carefully avoided.

— Engineering, industry plays an important role

.in the all-round devclopment of the districts. The

road followed up to now for the concentrated de-
velopment of regions has proved very effective. The
strengthening of the existing bases and their gra-
dual extension over other districts shall coniribute
to the setiing-up of new lines and sectors of pro-
duction in fowns and villages relying on their own
cfforts, shaell strengthen the repair bases and the
production of spare parts, which our people’s econo-
my needs.

The translation into life of the guidelines issued
by the Party and of the objectives determined by
the government regarding these problems will ena-
ble us to consider the numerical growth and the
distribution of the working class in the various re-
gions and districts of the country in close connec-
tion with, and integrated in, all the other econo-
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mic and social problemé, thus securing the gradual
narrowing of the essential differences between the

town and the countryside.

3. THE STRUCTURE OF THE WORKING CLASS
ACCORDING TO THE MAIN SFHERES OF THE ECONOMY

i

Composition of workers The problem of plann—
and working people ac- ing the distribution of
cording to spheres of pro- workers among the
duction — a problem of branches of the sphgre
political and ideclogical of material production
character, and in the non-produc-

ing sphere is very im-
portant both from the theoretical and.prgctic.al as-
pect, because the way in which the distribution of
the labour forces between these two spheres is car-
ried out, the way in which the broad criteria are ap-
plied and the best ratios maintained in this d1;‘ec-
tion. condition to a large extent the harmonious
development of the various branches of the econo-
my, the rational and effective utilization of the
labour sources in society, the rates of cconomic and
social develoment as well as a series of other pro-
blems. This bears directly on the all-round ma-
terial, eultural, spiritual and psychological develop-
ment of working people, whose requirements and
necds are constantly growing and can be met better
through their own well-organized and conscious
wark for the socialist construction of the couniry.
Therefore, on the way labour is distributed among
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these spheres by the society &epends largely the 5

putting in life of these fundamental objectives of
our socialist society,

In viewing the problem from this angle, it is
necessary to form most correct notions about the
role and place each of these spheres of economic
and social developmenl occupies in our socialist
order. The producing sphere comprises such bran-
ches of the economy that create material values, as
industry, agriculture, consiruction, as well as the
branches which upgrade the value of produced
goods, such as transport, the packing and wrapping

" done in trade, the supply of material and technical

facilities, etc. The non-producing sphere, on the

other hand, is comprised of the branches which do |

not directly preduce material values. Such bran-
ches are education, culture, health service, com-
mercial netwark, administration, ete.

The production work expended in industry,
agriculture, construction, etc., directly creates con-
crete material values, the social product which cons-
titules the material base for the existence and de-
velopment of society. The primary necessities of life
are food, clothing, housing, as well as the other

commaodities of daily consumplion. Though not j
_directlly connected with the creation of malerial

values, the amount of work spent outside the sphere
of material production is also necessary and useful

when utilized in a reasonable way and in reasonable

proportions, It plays an important part in raising
the cducational and cultural level of, in facilitating

the work and in the performance of services for, ;‘

the peeple.
Productive work, the growth of productivity of
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labour and the creation of material values are indis-
pensable conditions for the existence and the deve-

lopment of activities in the non-producing sphere. -

That is why, taking into account the place occupied
and the role played by cach of the spheres of eco~
nomic and social development, it is necessary that
the number of workers employed in the branches of
material production and their specific weight should
be superior to and must heve absalute majority over
the working people of the non-producing sphere.
The number of workers in the branches of the pro-
ducing sphere should increase constantly parallel
with their work productivity, because the workers
are the principal and direct factor of producing
material values. Whereas the number of directors,
office workers and other personnel should gradually
diminish.

The progress of the socialist society cannot
even be conceived either without the vigorous de-
velopment of industry, agriculture, construction and
transport, or without the development of cducation,
culture, science and public services. The process of
bringing together and coordinating these iwo sphe-
ves of the people’s economy, giving absolute priority
to the branches of material production, ia a process
ol profound dialectic importance,

The further deepening of the ideological and
cultural revolution as well as of the technical-scien-
tific revolution, the efforts to carry on the socialist
revolution call for trained and skilled working mas-
ses, for qualified cadres, able to handle modern
machineries and apparatuses with which the various
branches of the people’s economy have been and
Will be continually equipped. Therefore, our Party
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and our state of the dictatorship of the proletariat

attach great attention also to education, culture -

_sctence, public services, ete.

The significance of the character of work and
the ratios established in the distribution of workers
between the producing and the non-producing sphe-
res is, in the last analysis, determincd by the cha-
racter and the kind of relations in production.

. In capitalist society productive work is that
from which the capitalist makes profits. The bour-
geois theoreticians and the revisionist ideologists
try to «confirm» the need for a rapid growth of
the number of workers in the non-producing sphe-
re. Behind the mask of so-called mew phenomena
and trends created by the tachnical-scientific revo-
lution and the increased ownership of state mono-
poly-capitalism, they are speculating with a host of
«theories», which have sprung up like so many
mushrooms after rain, on the allegedly select role
of the intelligenisia, particularly of the tcchnical-
scientific type, in production and in the overall de-
velopment of society, trying in that way to negate
the role of the working class in revolution and in
production, to justify the growth and strengthening
of the bourgeois bureaucratic apparatus which op-
presses and exploits the working class and the other
masses of working people.

_ In the ecapitalist and revisionist countries, the
growth of the non-producing sphere is a direct out-
come of the nature and composition of the existing
social order. At the same time, this growth brings

about ihe intensification of the parasitic nature of !

that social order, of the monopoly bourgeoisie and
the other privileged sections. The problem becomes
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maore serious, particularly in the conditions of the
technical-scientific reveolution, in which in order {o
open a work place much more financial and mate-
rial means are required. Therefore, it is easier for
ther bourgeocisie to provide for the extension of the
non-producing spheres, such as those of commerce,
social services, and others, especially when these
require only the employment of low paid workers
and secure profits for the capilalists. It is a general
characteristic that in the capitalist and revisionist
countries, in the bulk of the people engaged in the
non-producing sphere a very important place is
occupied by the slate bureaucratic apparatus, by
the military caste, police foree, cte.

As a result of this development, in these coun-
tries a double tendeney is in play: on the one hand,
the specific gravity of people in the sphere of pro-
duction is reduced, while, on the other hand, the
specific gravily of the people of the non-producing
sphere is inercased. Thus, in the main capitalist

. countries, the non-producing sphere occupies 30-40

per cent of the number of working people. In the
Soviet Union, to quote an example, in the year 1960
the people engaged in the non-producing sphere
(included here are alse the commerce workers) re-
prescnted 20.3 per cent of the total number of peo-
ple in work relations, in the vear 1971 they increas-
ed to 27.6 per cent; in Czechoslovakia the figures
grew respectively from 22.5 per cent in 1960, to 28.6
per cent in 1971; in the German Democratic Repu-
blic from 26.9 in 1960 to 30 per cent in the year
19704, and so on. C

1% «Statistichesxl] Yezhegodniks., Mcscow_ 14972, pp. 4_01—
403, ' o
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Structure of working class - From various analyses

in two spheres of social and many-years’ stu- .

activity dies it emerges that the

revolutionary. line pur- :
" sued by our Party for the construction of the social-

ist society has enabled the general and gradual esta-
blishment of correct proportions between the pro-
ducing and non-producing sphere, both on a national
scale and on the district and regional scale.

Proceeding from the data of the year 1973,
the specific gravity of workers according to the two
spheres of the social activity, is as follows:

Name Specific gravity in per cent
Total number of workers 100
of them:
— In the producing sphere*
{ell told) 84
— In the non-producing sphe-
e 16

The proportions created and the tfendencies
observed to the distribution of workers hetween the
two spheres of the social activity clearly confirm

* Note. In the producing sphere are dincluded the workers
of the bramches of industry, state agriculture, cansfruction,
{ransport and comnmunications and the other branches of pro-
ductive character. In the non-producing sphere are included
the workers of the sector of trade, communal services, edu-

cation and culture, health services, As for the workers of the .

producing activities in frade and the other sectors of the
non-producing sphere, thelr number hes been included in the
number of workers of the producing sphere according to
respective hranches.
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the priority which has been given and continues to
be given to the rapid development rates of the pro-
ductive forees in indusiry, agriculture, construc-
tion, transport of goods, ete.

Parallel with this, the raising of the educational
and cultural level as well as the training of cadres,
the protection of people’s health and the improve-
ment of the services on the part of trade, and the
other living conditions of the pcople have marked
a great step forward both in the town and in the

country. The basis created in these fields hus had and

will have an ever growing impact, in the future, on
the allround development of the country.

A deeper analysis of the said structure and dis-
tribution of the other workers and office workers
among the two spheres of economic activity reveals

the indispensabilily of devoling increased care to the -

following fundamental problems: :

— To harmonize the rates of development of
the producing and the non-producing spheres ever
betler, giving priority to the numerical growth and
activity of the people employed in the producing
sphere. Production and not services, or the non-pro-
ducing sphere, must always take the lead.

In giving priority ip the numerical growth of
the people engaged in the producing sphere, an im-
portant pari is played by the continuocus implemen-
tation of the revolutionary line of the Party for the
construction of the material-technical basis of so-
cialisin at rapid rates, by giving priority to industry,
as the leading branch of the entire people’s econo-
my, and agriculture, as the basic branch; the com-
missioning of more new ecanomic and natural re-
Sources; the construction of large, middle and small-
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scale, projects, the further deepening of the techni-
cal-scientific revolution. These measures lead to the
rapid prowth of the number of workers in the
sphere of production as well as the increase of their
specific gravity in it. This is an indispensable con-
dition for tha successful construction of socialism,
for the uninterrupted uplift of the material and eul-
tural level of the people.

— Taking into account the large number of
people wha are engaged in the non-producing sphere
and the material outlays necessitated by the deve-
lopment of this sphere, it i3 neccssary to increase the
carc for, and to show ever more attention to, it that
its development should proeced in harmony with
the development of the producing sphere and rely
on, and be caped with by, the growth of production
and productivity of labour of the workers in the
branches of material production.

In our country, the branches of the non-produc-’

ing sphere develop from the [unds of socialist accu-
mulation. Qur people pay no taxes or fees. Education
and health services are free of charge for cverybody
in the town and in the country. Under the plan for the
year 1975 only, the expenses far the development of
education, culturc and the health service take up 1/5
of the siale budget.

The incorrect planning and utilization of funds for
for the non-producing sector is of undesirable conse-
guences, because it slows down the development ratcs
of the producing and non-producing spheres. The
Party has always recommcended that these sectors
develop in accordance with the existing conditions
and possibilities and the general needs of the coun-
try, in harmony with the development rates of the
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natiomal cconomy, and with the tasks of raising the
material and cultural level of the working masses; as"
well as this, it has recommended that exaggerated
and inopportune expenditure be fought against. It
may bec neasonable to establish a rule according. to
which, in casc the producing sphere fails to reach the
target of preduction and productivity forseen in the
plan for a given period, the plan of development of
the non-produecing sphere should be modified for the
same period. This does not necessarily mean to cur-
tail the non-producing sphere, but to harmonize it
better with the possibilities offercd by the general
development of the economy.

That is why the economical ‘and rational use of
manpower in the non-producing sphere is o particu-
larly important question. In this respect, first of all,
we must fight the wrong idea, which existed in the
past and occasionally emerges even at present, that
the non-producing sphere can bc treated as a sector
in which work fronts ean be extended withnut esta-
blished criteria and without preliminary <stimates.
Much attention in also required in raising the pro-
ductivity of the workers employed in this sphere.
This can be facilitated by standarization of labour and,
wherever possible, by mechanization of work proces-
ses, by improving the scientific organization of work,
cte. But in the everyday practice, there are cases when
problems coneerning the non-producing sphere re-
ceive much less attention than similar problems aris-
ing in the producing spherc. That is why in some
cases the non-producing sphere employs more person-
nel than is normally necessary, thus raising the ex-
penses for wages and other purposes.

Apart from the negative economic effect, these .
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phenomena cannot fajl o affect the qualitative com- -

position af the working class, since the workers
employed in commerce, who limit their activity to

little more than selling goods, or those employed in .

the communal services, are gradually departing from
direct material production.

—- Particular care and sttention are also meeded
in establishing a correct ratio between workers and
employees, so as not to allow un exuggerated number
of peaple to be included in the personel of an office,
or the swelling of the directing and edministrative
staff in the state organs of the center, the district and
the smaller divisions, since such swellings create con-
ditions favourable to the development of bureaucracy.
Our Party has mercilessly fought bureaucracy and
bureaucratic practices and considers this fight an
important aspect of the class struggle.

However, this is still a problem of the day which
requires much attention and uninterrupted revolu-
tionary vigilance. As a result of the bureaucratic
pressure, in some cases the number of personnel and
the directing and administrative staff at different
points of the state apparatus or the people’s cconomy
has becn inercased in different forms and manners.
After the curtailments of the directing and adminis-
trative staff carried out in 1966 in the enterprises,
the executive committees of the people’s councils and
the central administration, their number again grew
within a very short time. Thus, in 1966 the Ministry

of Agriculture, including the eeniral apparatus, the

agricultural enterprises and the research instilutes
had under its dependence 3,044 people emploved in
its administration; in 1974 their number rose 1o 9,515.
The Minisiry of Construction had under its dependen-

12¢°

ce 2,206 people, but gradually their number- in the.
official personnel and non-oificial employees grew to-. .

5,726, and so on.

This swelling of the personnel results also from
the creation of unnccessary offices, directories over
directories, from the division and fragmentation of
enterprises ete. In 1966 the Ministry of Communica-
tions had under its dependence 30 enterprises and
branches, which in 1974, mainly through fragmenta-
tion, reached the number of 86. The other central
administrations have around themselves also a large
number of institutions, at which a lot of specialists
and other administrative-directing personnel ‘had
been ammassedL

The determined and ceaseless struggle against
bureaucracy is directly linked with the defenee of
the revolutionary character of the dictatorship of the
proletariat. It has been and continues to be waged
not only against the superfluous links and excessive
swelling of the personnel in institutions and directing
organs and links and in services with office workers,
but also against the idealist and individualist outlook

. of cadres and the intelligentsia, against the danger of
their detachment and departure from the bread

masses of the working people, against concepts, ten-

dencics and practices for an easy Jife. '
The Parly teaches us that the active participation

of all working people and the organs elected by them

and especially of the working class in the running of |

the state of the dictatorship of the proletariat should
increase.

It is important to fight with determination ~

1)} Enver Hoxha. Reports and Speeches, 1872-1973, p. 40.
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against burcaueracy, in order to make the masses as
conscious as possible about the discharge of their du-
ties, so that all and everyone should take the respon-
stbility for his own work. This implies that the appa-
ratuscs should not be swelled with wage-earners and
office workers, so that the apparatuses must became
less costly and more manoceuvrable, raising their qua-
lification to the highest degree.

Among other things, these demand thal a)l alien
conservative, bureaucratic, technocratic and libcral
concepts that crop up their heads time and again,
must be broken and thrown away. Some times some
voices are heard saying that, with the develooment of
the economy, with the rapid develupment rates of
the productive forces, jobs have also been increasing,
therefore the increased personnel is only acceptahle
and logical. It is true that development there is. Tt is
an objective dialectic devclopment, but at the same
time we must not forget that in this entire process ol

. brogress, the working elass is also developing. its edu-

cational, cultural {echnical-professional level is being
continuously raised, and as a consequence its directing
abilily is also growing. Thereforc this development
must Icad us towards making the apparatuses simple,
light and handy, and not towards increasing them:
unduly. In regard to this question, we must always
hold in view the great teaching of comrade Enver
Hoxha: «When the class speaks bureaucracy docs not
speak, on the contrary, when the class docs not speak
‘bureaucracy crops up its head»1.

As a conclusion it can be said that the solicitude

1) Enver Hoxha, Reports and Speeches, 1972-1973, p. 37.
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for the correct and high efficiency development of the
non-producing sphere, in the conditions and duc ‘.--to
the proportions it has assumed, creates possibilities
for its future development to be realized wilh less
expenditures and less people. This would help impru—
ve its harmonious development further in relution
with the sphere of muterial production.

4. THE STRUCTURE OF THE WOBKING CLASS
ACCORDING 10 BRANCIIES OF THE ECONOMY

The economic-social development of our country
has been accompanied by important changes in‘thle
detivity of the population, especially in the distribu-
tion of the working class among the various branches
of the people’s economy. The numerical growth and
the distribulion of the working class among the bran-
ches of thc eeconomy follows the general econumie-
social development of the country step by step.

There is a growth in number of the working class
in all the branches of the national economy. It is an
cxpression of the creation and development -o( an
independent people’s economy, with a complex light
and heavy industry, with modern agriculture and -
with advanced culture and science. As a result of this
development, the numerical growth and the structure
of the working class in the main branches of the
people’s economy appears as follows: :
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Average number of workers in the bfmchesmof'the

people’s economy in 1950, 1970 and 1973

(in thousands)

Branches of the ’ 1973 = —
people’s econo- 1950% 1970 | Number of | IB ber-
v o A : i
my and culture . I workers ‘centage-
Total number 82.8 307.0 356.5 160.0
Of these:
In industry 20,7 - 124.3 147.1 41.3.
In construction 17.9 4.4 43.0 121
In agriculture T 72.1 77.3 21.7
In transport and commun 7.0 13.2 22.0 6.1
In commerce and accuul, 9.0 3L8 34.6 .97
In communal services 1.0 10.% 13.5 38
In education, calture,
- health : 10.8 47 9.2 2.5
In administration .8 — 2.1 0.6
Miscellaneous — 56 .7 2.2

The table shows that numerically the industrial
workers occupy the first place {41.3%) as compared
with the workers employed in the other branches of
the people’s economy. If the comparison is made with

¥) For lack of data in 1950, the figures represent the
total number of all workers according to branches, employees.
included. In the seciar of education eulture and the admi-
nistration the number of workers in 1950 results higher than

" in the other years, since particularly in these sectors the

number of officials and teachers is much higher than the
number of workers employed in these gectors. For 18570 and

- 1973 only the number of workers has been recorded. (From .
~ the annual sletistics of 1971, 1972 and 1874).
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the number of cooperativists and agricultural work-
ers taken together, then the workers in industry will
rate second after the workers in agriculture. This
shows that despite the impetuous development of

industry, the basic branch of our economy, in which

the greater amount of social labour is spent, remains
agriculture, which has been developing and moderni-
zed unceasingly. _ _

The important thing is to point out that the part
of the working class ecmployed in industry secures
a higher work preductivity than the workers employ-
ed in agriculture and in the other branches of the
economy. Most of the industrial workers operate
machines and work according to new technologic
Processes.

It is also of fundamental importance to point out
that the greater part {over 85 per cent) of the indug-
trial workers are engaged in direct indusirial activi-
ties, while the remainder arc engaged in construction,
transport and other such activities.

In comparison with the past, the structure of the
workers in industry has undergone a radical change
from the point of view of their distribution among the
various branches of industry. As a result of jche prio-
rity given to heavy industry over the light industry,
production of the means of production {group .A_]
stands for about 60 per cent of the overall industrial
output, wheress the production of consumer goods
gbout 40 per cent. Therefore, in the army of indus-
trial workers the main place, about 6§ per ce_nt, is
taken up by the workers of the o1}, n.:lir_ung, engineer-
ing, electric and chemical, the building materials,
timber and paper industries. The rest is made up of
the workers employed in light and food-processing
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The growth and development of the industrial
workers is, first of all, a victory of great political im-
poriance. The industrial workers, particulerly those
of the heavy and mining indusiries, play a very im-
portant political-social part among the working cluss
for the strengthening and consolidation of the revolu-
tionary features of the working class itself and the
strengthening and consolidation of the dictatorship of
the proletarial. '

In the background of the tasks set by the Party
for the further development of the heavy and light
industries the number of workers in these branches
will continuc to grow in the future, toc. Besides this,
the structure of workers according to the different
sub-branches inside the heavy and lght industrics
will be further improved. Thus, by creating and deve-
loping the branehes of the ferrous and non-ferrous
metallurgy, the deep oil trealment, the chemical in-
dustry, etc., the number of workers in these branches
as well as their specific gravity against the total num-
ber of workers in heavy industry will increase. The
same will take place with the building indusiry and
development of new enterprises of the light and food-
processing industry.

From the data of these last 10-15 years it emer-
ges that the most important growth in number has
becn recorded by the workers of the irrigation sector,
agricullural enterprises, the MTS (machine and trac-
tor stations), and those of the research institutes, who
participate directly in agricultural production or
create the material and technical conditions necessary
for its continuous growth. The first place is occupied
by workers of agricultural enterprises, followed by
those of the MTS, the forestry and the scientifie-
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research institutes, who, reekoned together \I*epresen-
ted ahout 90 per cent of the total number of agricul-
tural workers in 1973. This tcstifies to the extonsion
of the state sector of agriculture, as well as to the
great solicitude of the Party for the sirengthening of
the material and lechnical base of agriculture conti-
nually, and for the spreading of secience in agriculture
ever more bhroadlyt,

The data also how ihal the number of workers
has increased in communications, commerce, commu-
nal services, ete. Thus for example, in commerce the
number of workers has reached about 35 thousand, in’
the communal serviec about 14 thousand. Only dur-
ing the decade 1960-70 another 23 thousand workers
werc added to these sectors and their number has
continued to increase during the five-year period
1971-75. In cvery 55 inhabitants onc is employed in
the irade services.

A penetrating analvsis of thesc facts shows that
we must be much more moderate in the future inere-
ase of the number of workers in these sectors. For it
is not normat for the trade sector to expand too much
unnecessarily or prematurely. It is nof infrequent
that tradeshops are sel up almost in every block of
houses in the cities or in every group of 30-40 houses
in hamlets. This practice has artificially increased the
number of workers and employees in lhe retail trade,
of whom one part must be curtailed. The improve-
ment of the trade, communal and other services can
be achieved, first of gll, by raising the quality of

1) The social-class structure ©of agricultural workers is
treated in detfail im 2 special publication of the Institute of
Blarxisi-Loninist Studies, .1 deals with the problem of the
socvial-class structure in the countryside. )
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‘work, by mechanization of the processes and by ap-
plying better ferms of organization. The concepts and

- practices, observed in many cases, of increasing the

number of workers without criteria, even when only

. & few can do the job pretty well, are harmful.

5. THE STRUCTURE OF TIIE WORKING CLASS
WITHIN ECONOMIC ENTERPRISES

Let us go over now to the consideration of ques-
tions eoncerning the internal structure and the ratio
of workers in economic enterprises.

To raise the efficiency and the importance of
social work, particular attention is also required by
the problems of establishing a structure with a more
correct distribution of workers employed in the cssen-
tial proccsses and those in the auxiliary processes of
service in the economic enterprises. The establish-
ment of correct proportions in this respect and their
constant improvement is such that requires careful
study and planning. It is right here, in the enterprise,
that the real task of establishing eornect proportions
‘between workers and employees, between essential
and auxiliary workers, begins. If correct proportions
are determined and obscrved here, in the basic cells
of social produetion, no doubt, they will be establi-
shed and maintained also in the level of sectors and
branches, indeed, in the whole economy, It is the en-
ferprises which condition the beginnings of this pro-

o cess, therciore, the work to hit the alien bureaucratic

and technoeratic tendencies and manifestations must
be extended over and deepend inside enterprises, fac-
tories and various work-shops, Here are great reservea
for the reduction of the number and better utilization
of workers and working people.
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In the whole economic-productive activity of the
enberprige, the main and decisive role is played by
the workers who are directly employed in production
and, first of all, by those engaged in the main proces-
scs of production. That is why comrade Enver Hoxha
teaches us, «. .. we do not think, as is sometimes the
casc of those who eclaim, that without engineers,
without apgronomists, without these or those high
specialists, we cannot malke headway, the work cannot
go ahead. It is true, and we estimate the role they
play in the development of production, but it must

never be forgotten that the tools and the means of

production and the industrial goods are dircetly pro-
duced by the worker, that grain is direcily grown by
the peasant, the cooperativist, that they are the deci-
sive factors in the production of material blessings.»!

The party organizations and the state organs
have been working to put into elfect this lesson of
the Party and comrade Enver Hoxha. In practice,
however, many cases of incorrect actions arc noticed,
which speak of a lack of deep understanding of the

vital importance these problem carry, of the need for

waging a more resolute struggle against bureaucracy

and technocratism, with the aim of ensuring a fur-

ther growth of the productivity of social work and,
as a result, the improvement of the people’s wellbe-
ing. Here is the origin of the wrong practices obser-~
ved in some enterprises, where one out of 7-9 work-
ers is a supervisor or a technical or economie
employee not directly engaged in production.? This

shows that in thesc enterprises the proportions are.

1) Enver Hoxha. Heports and Speeches, 1969-1970, p. 313.
9) «Z&ri i Popullit+, April 3, 5 and 6, 1975.
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incorrect, The number of the technical, économic and
adminisirative personnel is too high, which accounts
for low productivity of direction work, for fragmen-
tary and insufficient organization of work and for
other manifestations of a bureaucratic nature.

Incorrect proportions cxist in some economie en-
terpriscs also between the workers engaged in the
main processes of production and thosc engaged in
auxiliary dutics and services, There are cases where
one in every 4-5 workers is employed in some auxi-
liary section (in the workshops, the boiler’s transport
ete), or is engaged in auxiliary and service processes
in the main scetors. This proves that in the auxiliary
processes and sectors of production the standares of
mechanization and the indices of productivity are
low, that the norms of work and the criteria of put-
ting workers to these processes have not always been
based on studies and on sound scientific principles.
Therefore, the task has been set that the struggle
against bureaucracy in this field, too, must be waged
uninterrupicdly and closely donnected with the diffi-
culties, confradictions and preoccupalions. This
struggle can put up with neither formalism, nor onc-
sidedness.

Of course, this process develoeps through some
contradictions. An imporiant problem in this respect
is, for example, the size of the sections and depart-
ments of an enterprise. Despite the great successes
achieved in the concentration of production, the
duties lald down for its rapid development and for
the deepening of the techmical-scientific revolution
often encounter the obstacles of obsolele organiza-
tional structures of production and too small depart-
ments and sections, This contradiction can be settled
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by introducing the principles of concentration and
specialization of the production not only on the enter-
prise or the branch lcvel, but also inside the enter~
prises, in order to enlarge and improve their organi-
zational structurc and set them on better scientific
foundations. This constitutes an urgent need to raise
the effectiveness of production, to make more effi-
cient use of labour, to reducc and better employ the
technical-economic and administrative personnel. The
reductions that will be brought about by these impro~
vements in produetion will lead to the growth of the
number of workers engaged dircctly in the produc-
tion of material values, as has been the case in many
workers’ collectives in different enterprises.

From the public discussion conducted in the frame-
work of the intensification of the struggle against
bureaucracy, it emerged that onc of the causes of in-
cr’ea.?ir_mg the number of the technical, economic, and
auministrative personnel has been also the incorrect
and inaccurate division of the working people of en~
terprises into workers and office workers. Thus, for
example, a part of the managment stalf and office
workers, norinists, filers, consigners and many
others, have often been included in the lists of per~
sonnel and have been deseribed as «non-producing
nanpower» or simply as workers, thus arfificially
Increasing the number of workers not directly enga-
god in the production of material goods. That is why
the study and the corrcet application of the relevant
Government decisions adopted recently about a mast
correct division of the labour forces of the enierprises
Into workers and office workers, assumes great im-
poriance in helping us to mend the erros and to esta-

blish correct proportions between workers and the

technical-administrative personnel,
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The reduction of the number of auxiliary workers

in favour of increasing that of the workers engaged
in the principal activities is another problem which
requires constant attention and irealment. In some
branches of production, for example, .in the chemical
industry, auxiliary workers constitute 1/4 of the total
number of workers, The samec is the case in the tim-
ber, paper, and carboard industry, in the enterprises
of construction materials, ete. The comparatively low
standards of mechanization existing in some enterpri-
- ses of those branches makes it necessary to engage a
large number of workers in these processes and
departments. Ilere is a wery broad front of work to

encourage and support the revolutionary initiative

that the workers of many enterprises have taken to
devise and commission various kinds of mechanism,
not only of high standards but also simple mecha-
nisms, which, in all cases, are an improvement upon
manual work. This will help save the labour of auxi-
liary workers, will curtail their number and will rame
work m’oductwﬁ:y

The care for the further impravement of the pro-
portions in the distribution of the workers and other
working people implies the establishment of better
relations in the enterprices as well as in a district or
ministerial level, in the following directions:

1. In the ratio between worker and office worker,
in general, regardless of the fact whether the worker
js listed in the personnel,

2. In the ratio between workers engaged in prin-
cipal sectors and workers employed in auxiliary sec-
tors.

3. In the ratio between the working people
employed in the auxiliary sections and the working
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people employed in the principal sectors (workers.

and office workers taken {ogether).

4. In the ratioc between the workers of the pro-
duction and non-producing spheres, in the latter’
including both the workers and the office workers in- ~

trade, communal services, communications, health
service, education, ele. Other ratios like these can be
studied, too. The Party has pointed out that these
ratios must always be under the particular care and
observation of the party, state and economic organs.
Tt must be considered as an indisputable rule that the
rate of growth of the number of office workers both
in the new and ald enterprises should be much slower
than thatl of the workers.

Likewise, the rate of growth of the number of

vrincipal workers should be faster than that of auxi-
liary workers. At the same time, the number of work-
ers in the principal sectors and departments should
grow faster than that of the auxiliary sectors and
departments.

The distribution of workers and office workers
among the various economic and social spheres of ac-
1ivity has been and continues to be a very important
problem in the political work of the Party for the all-
-round development of the country, The struggle
against bureaucracy, tcchnocratism, and liberalism,
waged suceessfully in our country in the light of the
documents of the 4th, 5th and 6th Plenums of the
Central Cammittee of the Party and the teachings of
comrade Enver Hoxha, shall ensure the maintenance
and further sirengthening of the dominaent role of the
working class in the sphere of material production.
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This is a problem of great principled impoftance and '

constitutes one of the indispensable conditions for the
- working class to kcep and consolidate its position and
its leading role in and control over the whole process
of our socialist construction.
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IV

EDUCATIONAL AND TECHNICAL-
-PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
OF THE WORKING CLASS

1. EDUCATIONAL DEVELOFPMENT OF THE
WORKING CLASS

The great duties of the socialist construction of
the country, the rapid development of the economy,
the coritinual deepening of the ideological and techni-
cal-scientifiec revolution, the systematic uplift of the
material and cultural standard of the working masses,
cannot be conceived and carried out without raising
the general educational and cultural standard of the
people as a whole, and of the working class, in parti-
cular,

The Party has considered and considers the edu-
cation of the broad masses of people and the working
class as one of the fundamental links of our ideologic
revolution. To this problem it has always dedicated
and dedicates a special attention.

The great work of the Party in the field of edu-
cation began in conditions of great educational and
cultural backwardness inherited from the past. Before
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Liberation, more-than 90 per cent of the working clags
was iliterate. The first efforts were mainly conceh-

- -trated on the spread of primary education in breadth

and of the struggle against illiteracy among adults.

- Obligatory primary education was introduced in 1946
_and by 1851 it was sucoessfully applied throughout

the countiry; as a result the number of workers of pri-
mary education increased greatly. Illiteracy was com-
pletely obliterated among the workers aged under
forty. It was a greal viclory which prepared the
ground for a further rise of the educational and eul-
tural level of the working class.

The introduclion of obligatory 7-year cducation
began in 1952. In 1963 the 8-year education became
obligatory and by 1969 it covered the entire popula-
tion of the towm and the countryside. These stages,
through which our obligatory education thas gone, are
a clear expression of the correet policy of our Party
for the raising of the educational and cultural level
of the people. They responded to the requirements
for the continual idcological and political uplift of
the working masses, and were dictated by the ever
growing development of the productive furces by the
rising level of technique and technology of produc-
tion, by the growing demands on thc pari of the dif-
ferent sectors of economic and social activity of the
country.

By proceeding on this road, the number of work-
ers of 7 or &-year education began to grow.

After the 8th Plenum of the CC of PLA for the
further revolutionization of the school, the opening
of tens of part-time 8-year and secondary schools at
work and production centres, in the midst of the
working class, with thousands of workers attending,
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v\ibness to the decisive step taken towards imparting
2'mass character to education. In 1974 the number of
wbrkers enrolled in part-time eight-vear schools res~. -
ched well over 30 thousand. Likewise, about 53 thou-~
sand workers attcnded secondary schoels, without.

interrupting work. Most of them came from the ranks. - -

of the working class. Equally significant is the fact
that 42,800, or about 80 per cenl of these people
atlend part-time professional secondary schools.

Aboul 16,500 student-workers, or about 89 per
cent of the total number of students, are attending’
part-time higher schools.

Apart from the full-time or part-time schools, the
various forms of extra-scolastic education for the
training and qualification of the workers, which cover
all the branches of economic and social activity, as
well as the extensive network of cultural, propaganda
and social communication institutions have been and
are of great help for the raising of the educational,
cultural and professional standard ol the workers.

As a result of the considerable work carried out

by the Party and the thirst for knowledge and edu- =

cation displayed by the working class, nearly 50 per
cent of the workers have been able to complete their
8-year or secondary education, as compared with 26
per cent in 1960. In some industrial branches the
figure has recached 60 per cent, in commerce 55 per
cent, elc, ;
Significant progress has been made alsa in rais-
ing the educational and cultural level of the woman
worker. The specific gravity of the female pupils and
Students in all the schools of the country is about 47
per cent. This is indicative of a generally correct ratio
existing between the two sexes in regard to educa-
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tional level, This is a great success, particularly if w§
{ake into account the fact that in 1945 more than

per cent of women were illiterate. None of our neigh-
bouring countries has such a high female atfendance
of school. In the ranks of the workers, thousands
of women have gone through secondary educa-
tion and can be counted among ithe women workers.
At present about 41 per cent of pupils and students
who attend part-time school are women and & large

number of them are workers.

At a time when our country is going through a
decep revolution in cducation, in many countries of
the world, including somc of thc industrial states, illi-
terary is still a social wound. In Portugal, for exam-
ple, 50 per cent of women cannol read or wrile, in
Italy, two million women use a cross instcad of their
signature, in Spain 75 per cent of women workers arc
employed on simple manual tasks and have no pro-
fessional skill at all.

2. ON THE TECHNICAL-PROFESSIONAIL: LEVEL
OF THE WORKING CLASS AND THE TASKS
EMERGING FOR THE FUTURE

The uplift of the cducational and cultural level
of the working clags has served and will serve dircetly
its everyday and continuous technical-professional
qualification. Obviously, without the respective genc-
ral eduecation, high categaries are impossible for work-
€rs. The research-study data in this field indicate that
workers with necessary education can be qualified
with a period 2-3 times shorter than the period requi-
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red by workers who lack the necessary cducational
level. '

The gualification of the workers im the various
branches of the economy has been going on at rapid
rates, in keeping with the needs of the development
of the people’s economy. Over 55 per cent of the
workers have acquired middle or high professional
qualification level. As a matural consequence, their
love for profession has been growing stronger. The
discrepancies between the workers’ personal category
and the recal category the work-place has continually
diminished, as can be seen from the following figures:

Distribution of workers aceording to their personal
categories and ihe caiegory of the work-place.

In percentage
o Ior all the] For all wor-
workers |kersexclud-
ing the first
| i category

1. Working in sectlons where
personal category corres-
ponds to that of tha job 50 56

2. Working in processes of
category higher than their
personal category 37 25

3. Working in processes of ca-
tegory lower than their per-
sonal category 13 19

Total 100 100

These figures show that about 65 per cent of the
workers {or 75%, if reckoned without the first cate-
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gory) are employed in processes where their perso«na/ 1

category corresponds to, or is higher than, the cate-

- gory of their job. This is a tremendous step forward

achieved through the uninterrupted qualification of
the warkers, :

From some observations it emerges that the num-

ber of workers of the first category in the different:

branches of the economy has fallen by 10-12 per cent

since 1989, while that of the workers of the third.

catcgory has increased by 8-10 per cent. Higher cate-
gories also have shown a rise, In 1971 only the indus-
trial branches employed 48 thousand skilled workers
of the TV, V and VI category. Thus, the growih of the

'num-ber‘ of workers with medium and high categories.
* 1s @ positive feature. This is a correct tendency which

responds to the uninterrupted technical progress and

* the deepening of the technical-scientific revolution,

The rapid building of the material-technical base
of socialism and the adequate technical equipment

- of all the branches of the peoplc’s economy have led

to the birth and devclopment of new professions,
unknown in the past. While in 1947 the law for the
cabegorization of the workers comprised only 85 prin-
cipal professions, of which only 50 were connected
with the operation of machinery. today there are
about 2,000 professions, most of which call for opera-

~ tion of machinery and are connected with new tech-

nological processes. It is another indication of the

- constantly growing professional skills of the workers

in aur country. The workers have been able to master
not only the existing and comparatively familiar pro-
fessions, but have also acquired new professions
belonging {o branches only recently introduced in
our country, such as ferrous and non-ferrous meta~-
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Hurgy, chemical industry (fertilizers and pesticides
for agriculture, caustic soda, pelyvinil chleride, petro-
chemistry, pharmaceutic industry, etc.), engineering,

and clectrothermic industry, professions connected - .-

with the use of weak currents etc.

The ability and efforts of our workers to master
new techniques became more evident during the last
1§ ycars, when they, successfully coping with the
all-round savage imperialist-revisionist blockade, took
over completely the tasts of the foreign specialists in
the different sectors of production, courageously
undertook the designing and consiruction of complex
projects which were to have been designed only with
the aid of foreign specialists; they prospected for and
commissioned new oil-wells, new sources of natural
gas and valuable minerals, thus disproving the pessi-
mistic and hostile forcasts of the revisionists. They
went even further. The high skill of our workers,
their profound knowledge, combined with their poli-
tical and ideological maturity and their socialist pa-
triotism, were forcefully manifested during the move-
mcent for the discovery amd exploitation of internal
reserves and for the building of new factories, de-
partments, lines of production and equipment relving
our own forees.

The Party has set the task of perfecting and car-
rying further the great qualitative transformations
achieved in raising the educational and technical-
professional level of the working class. This is connec-
ted, first of all, with the role and the historie mission
of the working class, with its Party at the head, as
a guiding and directing force of the whole life of the
country. It has fulfilled its mission ever better and,
the more it raises not only its ideo-political standard,
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but also its educational, cultural technical-professio=
nal preparation, the better will it fulfil it in the
future.

The all-round development of our people’s eco-
nomy and the building of the material-technical base
of socialism, require the ever broader use of machi-
nery technique, of new technological processes based
on the continual technical-scientific progress. Buf
these require also a high educaiional level and fur-
ther qualification of the workers and specialists, it
requires people acquainted betler with the technique
of sucialist production, people with rich work expe-
rience and habits.

In this field, however, there slill remain ‘problems
that call for solution, difficulties and contradictions of
growth that must be overcome so that the educatio-
nal and technical-professional level of the workers
can be raised higher and respond to the demands of
the present stagc of the complete construction of our
socialist sociely better. A study of the educational
level of the working class reveals that a considerable

" part of the workers, particularly in the northern dis-

tricts of the country, are still at the elementary school
level or have not yet finished 8-year education. This
Is more frequently noticed among the part of wor-~
kers employed in agriculture, construetion, the com-
munal services, the lumber slations and mining
industry. On the other hand, in many of the newly
created branches and enterprises and in thosc under
construction it is required that the workers have
secondary and even higher education.

But in practice, sometimes it happens that more
office-workers than workers attend part-time schools,
especially higher schools. Besides this, among -those
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who attend these schools some fharbour a wrong con-
cept that once they graduate from secondary or hig-
her schaol they must be placed in office jobs without
fail. The Party instructs that our prelessional and
general secondary schools must root deeply in the
consciomee of their pupils that they are trained for
workers, to work on the different fronts of produciion
and to turn their hands to anything, beginning with
more simple jobs and passing gradually on to more
complicated and more qualified duties. Similarly,
those who graduate from higher schools are not
necessarily to be scured in a post included in person-
nel lists, because they can very well work as masters.
of production or brigade leaders, according to their
speciality, and be paid wages according to the fulfil-
ment of plan or to the place they occupy. In the
siruggle against alien and wrong concepts in that
field, an important role is played by the mass orga-
nizations, partieulary by the trade unions, under
the guidance of the Party.

Despite the great resulis achieved and in the con-
dilions of the deepening of the technical-scientific
revolution, there still exisls a contradiction, continu-
ally attenuated, between the high development rates
of technique, on the one hand, and the relatively low
technical and professional training level of the
workers who use that technique, on the other. This
contradietion finds its concrete expression in the
discrepancy between the average category of work
processes and the average individual category of the.
workers. From the above data about the qualification
of the workers it cmerges that about 37 per cent of
the workers are employed in work places of higher
category than their personal category.
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In some sectors of the economy the situation
appears as follows:!

T ; W
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The less skilled workers (categories I-III) are
more numerous, while those with higher qualification
(categuries IV-V1) are less than necessary. Thus, in
the factories and workshops of the Ministry of Indus-
try and Mining there are 550 low category workers
.. too many, and about 1,300 workers short of required
qualification. In the chemical industry about 60 per
cent of the workers of the lower ¢ategories are work-
ing at processes requiring a higher skill, the industry
of ceramic and building materials about 66 per cent,
and $0 on. The figures show that in these and in other
branches of the economy the situation, in connec-

1} «On some Prohlems of Perfecting Work MNorms and
Qualification of the Workerg», published by the CC of PLA
and the Work and Wages Committee at the Couneil of Minis-
ters of the PR Albania, 1974, p, 63,
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tion with qualification of workers, remains practically
the same. This is accounted for by objective and
subjective factors, _

First, it is connected with the rapid development
rates of the different branches of the economy and
their technical equipment. While a new enterprise
can be buill in 3-4 years, it takes much longer to
train a highly skilled worker. That is why, despite
the accelerated rate of technical-professional qualifi-
cation of workers, it could not mateh in every case
the fechnical and technological development of the
various enterprises and branches of the people’s eco-
nomy.

Second, as a result of the extended reproduction
of labour forces, a tendency is observed, namely, that
the newly employed workers of low qualification
level are much more numerous than the workers who
retire and who, naturally, have a high degree of qua-
lification. This i$ a phenomenon that will continue
o cxercise its influence for some time in the future.
Naturally, the impaet of such factors will gradually
diminish, because the ranks of the working class will
be filled by new people with higher educational level,
which will shorten the period mecessary for their
professional qualification. From some approximate
estimates it can be foréseen that by 1990 over 90 per
cent of the working class will have completed 8-year
or higher education. It will be an important factor for
the further economic and cultural development and
for the ideo-political and technical-professional tern-
pering of the working class and the other working
people. It will enable them to respond to the growing
demands of the complete construction of socialism
ever better. At the same fime, it will help to shorten
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the period necessary for the workers” technical-pro-
fessional training. In this way, the rapid development
rates of the economy and the technique will be more
closely matched by the rates of technical-profession-
al preparation of the workcrs.

Third, this disparity belween the average perso-
nal tategury of the worker and that of the work-pla-
ces is accounted for by some shortecomings of a subjec-
tive nature. Thus, being paid according to the cate-
gory of the work-place or being satisfied with the
amount of income they receive, some workers, do not
show the necessary interest or make no efforts 1o
rajse their qualification level. Being paid according
to the category of the work-place, some workers are
interested, in the first place, to get the practical side
of the profession (work habits) in order to be able
to be up to the processes that are required of them,
and fail to make thc necessary efforts to become
familiar with the work processes and opcrations on
a scientific base.

Some directors of enlerprises, who consider the
problem from a narrow angle, do not always create
conditions favourable for the workers to attend part-
time professional schools or 1o follow courses and
other farms of qualification. ’

To a cerlain extent, this situation is due to shori-

comings observed mow and then in planning the
needs [or new workers in accordance to their spetia-
lities and qualification level. In some new projects
and in the mining and geologic scetars, in forestry
and the branches of seasonal work, the efforts for
raising the workers’ educational and tcchnical-pro-
fessiorial level aré insufficient. As a consequence, the
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‘personal category of the workers in these sectors is

still low.

_ Fourth, it must be pointed oul that a not negligi-~
ble diffcrence between the educational and profes-
sional level of the men and women workers still
exists foday. The old concepts and the conservative
and backward ways of thinking that for a young
woman marriage ranks foremost, whereas schooling
and education are of minor imporiance, have inhibi-
ted her allround emancipation for a long time and
have become an obstacle to raising the educational
and professional standard of women. Although today
these concepts are broken, there remains much to
be done to wipe them ouf completely.

To overcome thc above mentioned obstacles and
the shortcomings noticed it is necessary that every-
body consider the problem of the further raising of
the educational und technical-professional level of the
working class, as the Party ieaches us, as a basic
problem for our socialist construciion, for the gene-
ral economic end social development of the country.
T'o this end, it must be seen in its dialectic unity
with the entire educational work carried out among
the working class. Just as the insufficient ideo-politi-
cal level causes failure of one part of the working
class to correctly understand the need of raising their
educational and professional level, so the low educa-
tional level becomes an obstacle to raising the wark-
ers’ ideo-polilical level. Therefore, a correct political
and ideological understanding is always necessary in
order to' éonsider the problem of educalional upliff
as an integral part of the education and the forma-
tion of the Marxist-Leninist outlook in the ranks of
the working class. For the educational and technical-
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professional uplift of the workers it is necessary to,
bear in mind the following questions. :

Some duties for the educa-  Firsf, in the present
tional and professional up-  conditions, when part of
lift of the working class, the working class has
. not yet completed ele-
mentary or 8-year education, it is necessary to inten-
sify the efforls to have every worker go through
8-year -education.

In discharging this duty, there are cascs of party
organizations which still work with hits and starts.
This is borne out by the fact that during the 1974-
1975 school-year only about 20,000 workers were
enrolled in the 8-vear pari-time schools. In view of
the possibilities, readiness and the needs, today it is
possible to double or even treble that number.

Second, in the present stage, when the degree of
technical eouipment of the cconomy has been raised
and is developing rapidly, when the educational pos-
sibilities of the workers are unlimited, when the high
standards of the technique and technology of produc-
tion require a closer connection between practieal
training and theoretical preparation, it is high time
that the workers have not only 8-year cducation,
but also sccondary education and in some sectors
even a university degree.

Third, in order to attenuate the -contradiction
between the level of advanced techmique and the
relative backwardness of the workers’ gualification,
it is necessary to intensify and improve the work for
the technical-professional training of workers of dif-
ferent categories, particularly the young workers.

Despite the favourable conditions that have been
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created, it must be admitted that the plan: for ihe
qualification of the workers in part-time schools ig
nol always carried out in a satisfactory way. Of .
175,000 workers planned for 1975 only 107,000 or:

about 62 per cent, attended the relative schools. In
some sectors of the economy atfendance was much
lower. In the building enterprises, for example, only’
20 per cent of the number of workers envisaged to-
attend the different forms of qualification did so, in
the communications enterprises only 19 per cent, etc.

Fourth, the work for raising the qualification.
level of working people calls for the adoption of
measures to Improve its planning, by placing its con-
tents on a more scientific basc. In planning the tasks.
of raising the qualification of the workers, it is nece~
ssary, in the first place, to estabklish such rates, which
wilthin a short time, puaraniee the raising of their
technical-professional qualification up to the level
required by the process of production, namely, up
o the average category of the work-places, in keep-
ing with the present and future needs of the enter-
prizes, taking into account also the tasks of prepar-
ing workers for the new projects.

As well as this, it is required that the needs for
raising the qualification of thc workers should be
determined on the basis of continued and detailed
study. These needs will be correctly determined if
the shortcomings, deficiencies and wastes in produe-
tion are recorded according to.the workers’ social
composition, age, seniority of scrvice, qualification and
educational level, etc. The analysis of data divided
n sroups aecording to these criteria will help deter~
mine the lconcrete tasks and measures that must be
taken for raising the qualification of the workers in
harmony with the needs.
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Fifth, it is necessary to raise the standard of {ea-
ching in the wvarious forms of qualification of the
workers. On this ground, it is also necessary 1o incre-
ase the number of low professional part-time schools,
which will guarantece a qualitative rise of the cfforts,
for the workers’ qualification, It is advisable also that
the courses and other forms of qualification be atte-
neded by workers of equal qualification level. The
school programs and textbooks also must be adopted
to these groups. This work must be better program-
med and conducted by the ministries and the other
centfral institutions. The publishing of more hand-
books, technical-professional books and booklets will
be of great help, 1oo. Other forms, such as lectures,
technical and scientific sessions, practical experimen-
tal demonstrations of a mass character, and other,
should become more widespread.

According to the orientalions recently issued by
the Central Committee of the Party, and which have
been embaodied in the relative decisions of the Coun-
cil of Ministers of the RP of Albania in 1976, perso-
nal category, as @ measure of workers’ qualification,
will be replaced by a system of estimating their qua-
lification by their cultural and professional attestq-
tion. This rcform, which is an importanil qualifative
step forward, will make it possible to devote greater
atlention to the problems of the all-round uplift of
the workers’ ideo-political, educational, cultural and
technical-professional level. In this way, the techni-
cal-professional and educational standard of the
warking class will better correspond to the present
stage of economic development and 1o the great
tagks the Party has laid before the working class, as
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the class which guides the economy of the whole
country, as the principal social force of the country.

The successfud carrying on of the ceaseless revo~
lutionization of the life of the couniry, the strengthe-
ning of the Party and its leading role, the consolida-
tion of the dictalorship of the proletariaf, the deve-
Jopment of the socialist revolution further, are closely
connected, as comrade Enver Hoxha teaches us, with
the growth, sirengthening, and uninterrupted qua-
lification of the working class, with the enhancement
of its leading role, under the leadership of the Party,
in the whole life of the country. On the other hand,
tempering and continual improvement of the quality
af socialist production and the high devclopment
rates of the productive forces on the road to the
complele consiruction of socialist society, to a great
extent, are conditioned by, and dependent on, the
cducational and technical-professional level of the
working class.

The transition te the system of assessing the
gualification of the workers by cultural and profes-
sional attestation, together with the decpening of
the technical-scientific revolution, will encourage and
facilitate the process of gradually narrowing the cs-
sential differences existing between physical and
mental work, between work in industry and in agri-
culture,

The system. of cultural and professional atlesta-
tion is based on the present wide extension and decp
penetration of the ideological and cultural revolution.
It wag prepared by the favourable conditions and
large material possibilities of development the Party
and the people’s government have created for the
working class and all the masses of working people
of the country.
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Which are the main features that distinguish the
system of cultural and professional aftestation of the
workers from the former syslem of qualification
according to personal category?

First, the evaluation of the workers’ skill by cul-
tural and professional attestation is based on the
fundamental principle of remuneration according to
the work donec. It is based on the categorization of
the process and place of work and on payment accord-
ing to the category of the work-place. In our coun-
try, every one’s work is estimated and paid according
to its quantity and quality. The attestation of a
worker does mot serve as a basis for his renumera-
tion, it only gives him the right to perform a kind of
work which corresponds to the standard of qualifi-
cation he has reached. That is why the gradations of-
attestation are, to some extent, approximate to the
categories of the work-places of each branch of pro-
duction. Obviously, a complete identification cannot
be cstablished for a number of reasons. Every branch
of production has a number of simple tasks for which
no particular skill is required and, as a result, they
are performed by workers from whom no attestation
is required. On the other hand, as a result of the tech-
nical progress in production and the general uplift
of the tcchnical and educational standard of the
masses of workers, the differences in the evaluation
of the work arc gradually reduced. As a consequence,
in the future, the numbers of categories will gradu-~
ally be reduced to 3-4 instead of the 5-7 categories
that exist today in ithe dilferent branches of the eco-
nomy. Bearing in mind these perspectives, it is con-
sidered appropriate that the evaluation of the work-
ers’ gualification should be made in 3-4 degrees of
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attestation instead of the 6-7 categories used at pre-
sent for the determination of the degree of their qua-
lification. Lastly, the maintenance of a «fragmenteds
qualification, in other words, the maintenance of as
many degrees of attestation as the categories of work~
places, as practice has shown, would have raiscd the
necessity of defining some requirements which are
difficult to distinguish from one category to the other.
This may be one of the reasons for the partiality ob-
served when some workers were raised to categories
which they did not deserve. The cvaluation of the
workers’ skill by cultural and professional attestation
will help to put each worker to tasks that correspond
to his skill and to the possibilities of the enterprise. -

Second, the evaluation of the workers’ skill by
cultural and professional attestation creates a closer
link between the eduecational level and the degree of
professional qualification of the worker. From a look
in the books used 30 far to determinc the workers’
qualification level it is seen that they contain no con-
crete requirements as vegards the educational level |
for every work-place in production. If allowed to per-
sist, this mission would induce the workerm to negleet
their training, thus failing Lo match it with the pre-
sent higher demands and wilh the fasks of future
development of the economy.

That is why the accepted criteria provide that
each wroker is given the degree of attestation that
responds to the personal category he has at present.
The workers over 35 years of age are exempted from
this rule about educational requirements. There will
be differantations also in the educational level for
the high degree of attestation for the workers of cer-
tain professions in mining, geology, oil, saw-mills,
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-construction, agriculture and some other sectors. In
this way, the workers who require a higher degree
of qualification and, in general, the younger workers
must fulfil the requirements regarding the level of
education. This will help climinate the narrow, one-
sided professional training and will enable them fo
aequire a broader and all-round training, in line
with the full use of the new technique and the mas-
tering of modern technology of production.

Third, the new system of evaluaiing the work-
ers’ qualification by cultural and professional attes-
tation represents a set of coordinated eriteria and
requirements, without which it is diffieult to acquire
the general and {echnical-professional culture which
is needed by the worker to meet the demands of the
great socialist production. Seniority of scrvice, edu-
cational standard, technical-professional Jcvel, theore-
tical knowledge and praciical skill cannot be seen as
a mechanical and accidental combination of separate
elements of the overall formation of the worker. They

" are organically linked with each other. According to
the features of each branch of production, of cach spe-
ciality and trade, they must create all the condilions
for the workers to acquire knowledge, skills, habits
and other qualities mecessary for conducling with
suceess the work and the technologic process and for
guaranteeing the highest effecliveness of labour
possible.

Fourth, the objective of the system of evaluation
of the workers’ qualification by educational and pro-
fessional attestation is to unite the requirements for
the proper training of the workers as producers of
material wealth with those bearing on the social posi-
tion and the leading role of the working class, under
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the leadership of the Party, in the whole life of the
country.

The evaluation of the workers’ qualification by
cultural and professional allestation, besides the
above-mentioned demands, includes also demands of
a theoretical-social, orgunizational-economic and ethi-
cal nature.

The above system of evaluation of the workers’
qualification raises the need now to improve consi-
dcrably the content of the work in the elemenlary
professional schools and the other forms of the work-
crs’ training and qualification.

Therefore, the correot and timely solution of the
problems related to the raising of the ideo-political,
educational, and techmnical-professional standard of
the working class has a first rate importance for the
all-around development of the working eclass itself
and the development of our economic-social order on
the road to the complete construction of socialist
saciety.
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COMPOSITION OF THE WORKING CLASS AS |

REGARDS AGE, SENIORITY OF SERVICE,
SOCIAL ORIGIN AND PARTY MEMBERSHIP

Composition of the work-
ing class as regards age
and length of service

The high proportion of
young population gra-
dually joining the sphe-
re of social production
and the impetuous growth of the productive forces
are affeuling the indices of age and length of service
of our working class considerably. The average age
of the workers in the people’s economy is 34 and the
number of workers aged under 35 represents the
majorily of the total number of workers. This is ty-
pical for practically all the branches of our pecple’s
economy. In indusiry, however, the proportion of
younger workers is slightly higher than in the other
branches. In industry the workers aged under 25 re-
present about 26 per cent, in agriculture 32 per cent,
in communications 27 per cent, of the total number
of workers, This difference between industry and the
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other branches of the economy are mainly accoun-
ted. for by the high development rates of industry,
the difficulties of mastering the new technique in
many of its branches, its requirements for relatively
higher level of education, etc.

The dynamic young age of the workers in our
country is closely linked with the high development
rates of our socialist economy, which not only exclu-
de unemployment but also absorb in social production

the bull of the active population, while a small part .

is employed in the non-producing sectors. During
the period 1954-1974, industrial production has in-
creased 13.8 per cent yearly. It is also linked with
the setting up of a number of new branches of in-
dustry, which together with the existing ones and
the new branches created in the other sectors of the
economy, present ever increasing difficulties and
complexities which require increasingly higher stan~
dards of skill and training on the part of the wor-
kers. Apart from this, the young age of the warkers
is also linked with the rapid growth of the popula-

tion in general and particularly of thce working-age -

population (the age-group between 15 and 30 repre-
sents about 28 per cent of the total population).

The young age of the working class is also a
cause for its comparatively short seniority of ser-
vice, which in various branches is about 10-12 years.
Nearly half of the workers have a length of service
of 13-15 years or more.
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Seniority of service of the working class
in some districts

Year 1972
in per cent
. |
Senijority of Q D E ‘: &
service a2 2 ) 3 e o g &3
° > 0 :
&s| E 232 S3& | 532
Total mumber '

_ of workers 1000 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0
Under 5 years 24.9 271 229 25.0 16.8
6-10 years 26.7 19.6 28.0 22.9 22.0
11-14 years 12.0 16.0 154 14.6 127
15-19 years 28.9 285 295 29.4 33.0
Ovor 20 years 7.5 7.8 3.2 v 8.1 15,5

As regards length of service, too, the industrial
workers with seniority under 5 years have a higher
specific weight than the workers of the other bran-
ches of the economy, especially in comparison with
the transport and communications workers. It is also
characteristic that the majority of workers with a

short length of service are very young.

‘The comparatively young age of the workers
and their correspondingly short length of service
should be regarded from iwo poinls of view. First,
it must be admitted that this is the age most likely
to secure a high level of work productivity, to pro-
mote the growth of the productive forees at rapid
rates, to master science and technique. Second, this

circumstance raises some specific problems. For the

formation of the young workers a series of tasks
158

must be carried oul first, such as the constant
moulding and strengthening ef their proletarian poli-
tical and ideologival class conscicusness, the creation
and implanting of class gualities and feelings, the -
acquisition and broadening of the experience in the
managemenl and administration of social production,.
raising the standard of technical and professional
skill, etc. With these problems in view, comrade
Enver Hoxha has said: «Qur working class is compa--
ratively young. We must always bear there facts in.
mind in our work, for only in this way shall we see
the importance of the tasks which the Party must.
accomplish. In our country, the working class, as
such was formed and grew up only afler the Libe-
ration of the Homeland and during the gradual crea—:
tion of our socialisl industey-L

The magnificent victorics achieved in the socia~-
iist construction of the country bear the stamp of the-
creative efforts and the inexhaustible energies of the
working class, in the [irst place. Our working class
has grown and gained strength on this heroic road,.
overcoming many obstacles and difficulties, making
great sacrifices. «Its eonscience and its organization
have been raised to a higher level. The working class
has grown more mature politically and ideologically,
it has become better prepared and more able 1o vope.
with great new tasks, 1o fulfil its role and its histo-
ric mission as an irreplaceable lcading force of the
entire life of the country, which holds in its hands
the political power and the destinies of the coun-
try»? These are the results of the great educative ac-

1) Enver Hoxha. Reports and Speeches, 1967-1968, p. 208.
2) Enver Hoxha, Speech at the Tth Congress of the Alba-
tian Trade Unions, p. 13.
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tivity and the all-round care of the Party for the °

working class.

Young workers in general have good educational
and professional horizons as well as the necessary
real and inclination to master the new techmique;
they support new and progressive initiatives and
take active part in the movement for the revolutio-
nization of production. They bear a large part of the
burden of labour and in many enterprises they con-
stitute the majority of the workers. The young work-
£rs are distinguished for the courage, their revolu-
{ionary efforts and impetus, they are the future of
our working class, its young blood. .

But together with the positive gualitics mentio-

ned, the young workers have a deficiency when com-

pared . with the more aged ones. They must be better
acguainted with the situation and the dark past of
the country before liberation, with dhe struggle and
the difficullies that the working class had to over-
come in the past, with the efforts it had to make to
consolidate its character and its physiognomy as a
class. For this reason, we should work with the young
workers to acquaint them with the past of our work-
ing class. That is all the more necessary because
among the younger workers, in particular, emerge
some manifestations that are alien to the working
class, manifestations that are related not only to their
sacial background, but also, and more particularly
so, stem from the ideological pressure of imperialism
and modern revisionism. Therc are young people

who take life easily, who have simple and narrow
concepts about work and life, who regard work only |

as a means to satisfy some of their personal needs.

Workers harbouring such concepts have weak ties §
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with the problems snd the life in their eiterprise,
they make no efforts to raise their educational and

professional level, some of them even manifest sipna o

of indiscipline at work, ete. -

These problems are the object of the activity of .
the youth arganizations and the trade wnions, under
the leadership of the Party. From the youth organi-
zations, in collaboration with the trade nnions, vahu-
able mitiatives to learn from the working class and’
the older workers have been bern. An increasingly

better organized struggle is being waged against ™ -
alierr manifestations and leftovers in the conscious- -

ness of the young people esvecially after the 4ih,

5th, 6th and 7th Plenums of the CC of the PLA afid - -

the prosrammatic speeches of comrade Enver Hoxha. -

If this younger age-group of workers is consi- = .

dered as the future of the working class, it should
be better known, and greater, continual and differen~
tiated work should be done with it. Relying on the -
mere advanced part of the workers, the ideo-politieal
work among the younger workers should be raised
to a higher level so as to better respond to the tasks

laid down by the Party and comrade Enver Hoxha =

for the revolutionary elass moulding and tempering
of all the workers. In the work for the education of
the young workers, it is indispensable to hold in view
always the teachings ef comrade Enver Hoxha. «Qur
young workers, who have not known capitalist op-
pression, must continually be made eonscious of it
through ideo-paliticat education. They must under--
stand that only now, in socialism, people are able
to raise their heads and straighten their backs, that
under soeialism man can work for the society, eonse-
quently for himself, he is able to fully possess the

-6 161




means of work, to rely freely and with creative cou-
rage on the advanved technique, the new inventions
on the modern seience and culturesi, :

Social composition of the In order to have a com-
working class plete piclure of the

qualitative changes out
working class has undergone, it is also important to
study its soecial composition. The social composition
of our working class reflects the great revolutionary
transformations and thc cconomic-social develop=-
ment of the country during the years of people’s
power, under the leadership of the Party. It reflects
step by slep the changes that have taken place in
the social structure of the counfry’s population dur-
ing the 30 years of Liberation.

In his scientific Marxist-Leninist analysis of this |

problem, comrade Enver Hoxha points out: «A small
part of our working class comes from workers or
small craftsmen who have experienced the oppres-

" sion of the bourgeoisie and exploitcrs. Its other over- -

whelming part comes from peasants or poor town
dwellers who, ton, have experienced feudal-capital-
ist oppression and exploitation»2

From various surveys and the analysis of spe-

cial data it emerges that even in thosc regions where

the number of the workers before Liberation was
cornparatively larger than many other regions of the |
country, the workers of worker origin amount to §

no more than 12-25 per cent, while in the remaining

regions anly 4-6 per cent. Although they represent §

1) Enver Hoxha, Reports and Speeches, 1969-1970, p. 68;
2) Enver Hoxha. Reports and Speeches, 1967-1964, p. 208. k
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a velﬁively inconsiderable number against the totai
number of workers, they embody the most revolu~ -

tionary features of our working eclass, its best {ight~ -

ing traditions, those qualities and virtues that are’
required by the preseni and future development of
our country on the road to socialism. o

The chief place in the social composition ol our
working class is occupied by workers who draw theis
origin from, and have their background in, the poor
strata of the countryside and the town. In some re-
gions, they represent nearly 60 per cent of the total
number of workers, and in most regions it is as high
as 80 per cent. These workers filled the ranks of the
working class in the years after the Liberation of
the country and worked with unpreeedenied courage
and selfdenial during the trying periods of restora-
tion of our economy and culture, the great revolu-
tionary transformations and the; construction of our
socialist society under the savage imperialist and
revisionist encirclement. . :

Speaking of this great number of workers, com-
rade Enver Hoxha has siressed: «A considerable
part of our working class, whether of worker, pea-
sant or town origin, has participated in the Libera-
tion War under the leadership of the Party. Herc in
lies one of the main features of our working class.
The olher greal supplementary tempering is the
whule period of the struggle for the construction of
socialisms!. These are the chief reasons why they
are characterized by a high political maturity and ave
1lf{kod with the Party like flesh to bone, have appro=
oriated and implement its general line resolutely,

1) Enver Hoxha Reparts and Specches, 1967-1968, p. 208.
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" . ties which characterize the working class. Only about

= «, .. This composition of the class in develop- j

U

stand always in the front ranks &f the s{'trugg'le; for ]
'~ the construction of socialism and the defence of vicﬁ

tories achieved. _
e Another guite positive tendency, which iz ab-

-, served in the grawth the ranks of our working class,

. .is the filling of its ranks every day with young - }
warkers of workerbackground. This proves best that, . 3
-° in its present stage, our working class is increasing |§
.. its attitude to reproduce itself. In describing the . ]
characteristics of this very positive process which
is taking place in the midst of our working class,
‘comrade Enver Hoxha has said that the younger
. generation of cur working class cnjoys this good ori~
.~ Ein, which is its valuable treasure. :
o A less important place, in the larger districts
" peaching 15-20 per cent and in the smalles ones 1@-
=16 per ¢ent of the total number of workers, occupy
the workers coming from the middle strata of the - J
countryside and the towns who, by working in the 3§
midst of the working class, have strengthened and §
are continually tempering those features and quali~ 3

-2 per cent is made up of workers drawing thetr 3
- origin from other, rich strata, ete. '

.ment» comrade Enver Hoxha has said, «has brought §

~ with it into its ranks also many petty-bourgecis ve- 3
.. stiges and views, which damage that cohesion, that §
consciousness and discipline of the class which we
"want to create. These vestiges in the consciousness
of the warkers cannot be liguidated without the poli- 4
tical and ideological struggle of the Party, without %

a deep and many sided struggle~! and further com- 3

1) Eaver Hoxha, Roports and Gpeeches, 1967-1908, p. 209. 4
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rade Enver Hoxha continues: «We must héar. inmiﬂ.. |
also that our workers do not only carry over vestix -

ges and preserve thom, but il we do not eliminate -
them, they constantly get other vestiges from society,
if we do not systematicaily educate this society, tog, . -
with the real features of the man of socialist soeiety,
with the class features, with the class ideology, with
the healthy features of our Partysi :

It is true that & part of the working class, parti~ .

cularly those coming from the petty-bourgeois strata -
of the town and the countryside, hold and even
unconsciously carry and cultivate concepts and not-
ions that are alien to our socialist ideology. Among
some svorkers coming from the couniryside or the
private eraftsmen of the towns, various petty-bour-
geois leftovers, such as, for example, contentment
with little, are obscrved; these workers are gtill
subject to the action of feelings of private ownership
and hankering after their personal interests; there
are also tendencies and concepts sgbout working to
easily averfulfilled norms, ctc. These manifestations
are more frequently observed in workers who live in
*he country. Here we must note that most of the
workers (about 75 per cemt) live in towns together
with their families. The others (about 25 per cent)
have their families in thc country. In some of the
smaller regions, like Mat or Puka, nearly 80 per cent
of the workers live In the villages, where they have -
their families. In the district of Kruja that figure is
75 per cent, in Pogradec about 55 per cent, ete. '

_As the Party teaches us, the structure of e
social composition of the working eclass, as well ag
e — e

1) Enver Hoxhe Reports and Speeches, 1967-1969, . 209.
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" its conmections with the countryside, must not serve . }

as a starting-point for its evaluation, but only as a
premise helping us to know it and, on that ground, to
build and deepen the educational work for its con-
tinuous and revolutionary tempering. _
In some enterprises, also working directly in
production are some people from the former exploit-
ing classes, who carry the ncgafive traits and ten-

. dencies of the overthrown classes. The Party has

always instructed that the working class should know
these people well. Towards them the working class
and the broad masses of working people must incre-
ase their revolutionary vigilance still further. Every
political blindness, every opportunist and liberal
stand in this respect can be of very grave consequ-
ences for socialism and the dictatorship of the pro
letariut. :
The social composition of our working class, its

age and comparatively short length of service, as 4

well as the existence of alien manifestations in its

ranks, make it necessary to always bear in mind the {

conclusion of comrade Emver Hoxha that «...we
must take the working class just as it @s. . . and should
make it as if ought to bexl

Therefore, the problems of the deep dialcctical
knowledge of the social origin, age and length of ser-

yice, the problems of the ideo-political, educational ‘.
and lechnical-professional level, and the other pro- §

blems that regard our working class, must occupy an
important and concrete place in the entire educatio-

nal and organizational work that is being carried out 1

1) Enver Hoxha. Reporis and Speeches, 1967-1968, p. 208, ‘1
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among the working class under the leadership of the . -
Party and according to its teachings. :
* All these problems require o special and conti-
nuous attention because they are direclly connected
with the translation into practice of the tasks the.
Party has set for the strengthening of the leading role
in, and the control of the working class over, the who-
le life of the country.
The need for a deep knowledge of thcse pro-

blems is closely linked with another important and - .

vital problem for the Party and the futurc of our -
socialist construction, which is the admission in the
Party of people from the ranks of the working class.
By sending its best people the working class, to the
Party, it conveys to the Party its spirit, determina-
tion, unbending will, iron discipline, revolutionary
zeal, wisdom and maturity as the most revolutionary
class of our society.

Ever since its found-
ing. our Party of La-
bour has been guided
by the revelutionary principle that a Marxist-Leninist
party must prescrve and inercasingly develop its
character as a party of the working class not only
in its ideology, but also in the class composition of
ifs ranks. As in every other problem, ihe Parly has

irecled the improvement of its class composition in
a conscious, organized manner and on a Marxist-
Leninist scientific basis, never separating it from its
struggle for the development of industry, mining,
agriculture, transport and communications and the
other branches of the national economy. from the -
strugele for the uninterrupted intensification of our
socialist revolution. -

Growth of worker compo-
sition of the Party.
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| Guided by Marxism-Leninism from the very

beginning, our Party was born, grew and was tempe-

. réd s a revolutionary party of the working class.

;- In iis founding, the Party had only 200 members,
- “while the 1st of October 1971, there were £6,980
members and candidates for membership militating
in it8 ranks.

. The Party devoted special care to its composi-
tiom, so that only the best people from the working
class and the other masses of working people should
be admitted and militate in its ranks. Qur Party
was created in the conditiuns of a backwand agricul-

- tural country, im which the working class was very
- small in number and the industrial proletariat was
- almost nonexistent. This accounts for the reasor
* that in the beginning, workers occupied a small pla~

- ce in the social composition of the Party. Some

approximative calculations show that in 1941 the
workers represented about 8 per cent of the stan-
ding membership of the Party?. This was partly due
to the situation inheriled from the communist groups
¢ before the founding of the Party, in which the work-
er element was very limited.
' Recognizing this situation, thc Meeting of the
Communist Groups for the creation of the Party
declared in its resolufion: «If is nccessary that the

ranks of the Party must be immediately strengthe-

ned with fresh forces, with good fighters, workers
and peasants, rceruited {from among the poor of the

towns and the countryside. We must do away once §

* and for all with the sectarian fear of admiting heal-
thy worker and peasant elements in the Party»2

1) National Conference of Social Sludics, 1969.

2) PLA — Principal Documents. Tirana 1871, Vol. I, p. #4.
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With this orientation and with the work carried’.

out during the period 1942-1943 the percentage of

why the First Conlerence of the Party {17-22 March,

1943) laid down the task of intensifying its political -
activity with the workers, particularly in the indus~ .-
trial centers of the country, in the oil region, in the -

Selenica mine, etc. Tt stressed: «We must penetrate
deep among the workers and from them recruit new
resolute members for the Party, we must open the
doors of the Party to the workers, especially today»1.

‘The Party attached importance to the stregthe-
ning of its composition with people from the ranks
of the working class, since it constituted the sociat

and class foundation of the Party, as the most revo~ -

lutionary class of society, and as the class which
through the Party would play the leading role in the
revolution and in the socialist construetion.

At the same time the Party gave the orientation -
that aparl from workers, its ranks should be increa--

sed also with pcople from the other strata of the
town and the countryside, particularly from poor
peasants, who in the ond of 1944 stood for about 50
per cent of the standing membership of the Party.
The rest came from among employees and progressi-
ve intelligentsia.

In this way, during the National Liberation War
the Party inereased thc number of its standing mem-~
bers and strengthened its social composition with

1) PLA — Principal Documents. Tirana 1871, Vol. 1,
D. 138,

i6o

workers in the Party grew from about 8 to about 18 - ..
per cent. But the percentage of workers among the -
other members of the Party was low still. That is .-




the Congresses of the Party and orientations issued
" about admissions to the Party it is stressed clearly -

people coming from the poor strata of s,ocietyiI On
the eve of Liberation, in October 1844, the Party
thad in its ranks about 2,800 members.

With regard to the role and mission that the
working class must accomplish in the satruggle for
the construction of socialism and communism, after
the liberalion of the countiry and the establishment
of the people’s power, our Party, continued consis~

tanily on ils road to increase the number of com-~ ¥

munists from the ranks of the working class. At all

that the majority of those admitted should be from
the production front and, in the lirsi place, from
the working class. In this way, with the growth of

the working class, the Party has increasingly filled §

its ranks with workers, strengthening its class cha-
racter from ihe point of view of its composition.

From one Congress to the other the number of 4

communists from the working class and their place
in the total number of party members and candidates
for membership has grown as follows:

| Second | Third | Fourth | Fifth | Sixth

Congr. |Congr. |Congr. | Congr. | Congr.
(1952) | (1956) ! (1961) ; (1966) | (1971)

Name

Of {hese worker
. members and can-

didates (in %)* 44,418 48,644 B3659 66,327 86.935‘::

Total number of
members and can-

didates 11.6 17.7 29.6 32.9 36.4

_ * These figures are taken from Reporis to the Parly
Congresses by comrade Enver Hoxha.
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It is obvious that from one Congress to the other
the number of parly members and candidaies has
continually increased, but a particular .increase is
seen in the number of communists from the ranks of
the working class. This has also brought about the
constant growth of the spccific gravity of the com-
munists among the workers, so that at the 6th Con-
gress of the PLA they occupied the first place. About
this significant result, comrade Enver Hoxha decla-
red from the tribune of the 6th Congress of the
Party: «It is a great joy and a great victory for the !
Party and all the people that now, for the first time.
in the history of our Party the worker communists
occupy the first place in party membership. At pre-
sent they make up 36.41 per cent of all the commu-_

nist»d. «, ., This fact testifics to the deep love of the

working class for their Marxist-Leninist Party and
their boundless confidence in it. It testifies to the
correct organizational line consistently and resolutely
followed by the Party, which has resolutely upheld
the principle that a party of the working class must
be proletarian not only in regard to ils ideclogy, but.
also in regard to the class composition of its ranks»2,:

On January 1, 1975 the woarkers represented 37.7
per cent of the standing party members.

This growth of the specifie weight of workers
in the standing party members. expresscd in figures,
meansg that their mumber on January 1, 1975 was &
times larger than in 1950. At the end of that period
the overall standing membership has more than

1) Enver Hoxha. Report to the 6th Congress of PLA, p. 180,
2) Thidem, p, 180.
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- ean be seen also in the increasingly greater specifie
... gravity of the workers among the new admissions

ted 353 per cent of the new admissions to party 3
- strengthening the social composition of the Party, of

© 'because it is the most revolutionary class, it leads f

~pillar of the dietatorship of the proletariat.

~ of state power, of the economy and of the mass orga-
- preservation and strengthening of the proletarian

. In 1971 «55 per cent of the members of the plenums ]
-of the parly committees in the distriets, 85.2 per cent 4

'_ ~ zations of the ceconomic enterprises and 86.3 per cent
- of their secretaries, are workers by origin, back- i

12

‘doubled, but in this general growth the Increase . |
with workers has proceeded at a higher rate. This.. |

made from one period to the other. Thas, while |
during the § years 1961-1965 the workers represes-

candidates, in the following 5 years 1989-1973 they §
occupied 41 per cent. This has responded to the
growth of the working class, to the need of further

improving the aciivily and the leading role of the 4
party basic organizations. The working class is the
main supply source of the Party with new members, .

‘the revolution and the building of socialism, it is the

At the same time the Party has shown speﬁal ]
care to increase the participation of workers in the -
directing organs of the Party and the other organs -

mizations. This is connecled with the uninterrupted

class character of the Party and of the other organs.
of the members of the bureaus of the basic organi- 3§

ground or present slatus, It is a very positive and

significant fact that now taking part there are many 4
workers, who even after being elected to these
organs continue their jobs as workers in product-

jame). Comrade Enver Hoxha beaches us that this héa

a great importance, since the tragedy of many for-

mer communist parties, which degenerated inte revi- .~ .

a large number of workers in their ranks, their lead-
ing organs were deproletarianized, were filled with -
various kinds of bureaucratic and technoeratic spe~
cialists, lackeys of imperialism-and the. bourgeoisie,
elements of the ‘new bourgeoisie.

Our Party has waged and wages a determined strug- -

gle against the revisionist views, defending the Le-
ninist principles on party membership to the letter, -
The Soviet-led modern revisionists, in their treache~_
rous efforts to liquidate the Party of the proletariat;
among others, were bant on demolishing its social

~establishing the norms in the Party, which were -

allegedly trampled during Stalin’s time, they reduced-

the requirements towards party members and over-
Tooked: the criteria established by Lenin for admis-
sion. At the 22nd Congress of the revisionist party, -
Khrushchev proposed the anti-Marxist thesis of re-
placing the party of the proletariat with the «party

of the entite people». This thesis, which denies the = ~

class character of the party, was put into practice
and was refleeted in the policy of admission to the
party. :

In the Sowiet revisionist party the pereentage of
hureaucrats, white-collar workers, and technocrats
iz very high. In 1971 about 45 per cent of the stand-
ing membership of the Soviet ravisionist party were

I} Bnver Hoxha, Report to the fth Congress of IE\'LA',,
B. 187. ’

sionism, happened also because, though having quite: .

white-collar workers and intellectuals, bureaucrats _

173

" composition. To this end, under the pretext of re--
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and technocrats, and representatives of the military
caste, and 64 per cent of the delegates to the 22nd
Congress of that party in 1971 were office workers,
Here it must be noted that even a considerable nu-
mber of those who are described as workers are not

really workers, but either belang to the workers’ aris-

tocracy or are office workers and technocrats in-
correctly written down as workers. But what is most
important in the whole question is the line, the ideolo-
gy, the faithfulness 1o the working class and the re-
volution, to the cause of, socialism and communism,

~ which the revisionist party of the Soviet Union and |
~the other revisionist parties have betrayed, by turn- = §

ing into essentially bourgeois and counierr-revolu-
tionary parties.

By enabling the worker communists to occupy

the [lirst place in the Party and to militate actively
in its leading organs, our Party has siruck deep roots
in the working class, which has the historic mission
to stand always at the head of the revolution and
socialist construction.

The 6th Congress of the Party once more set the -

task that «in the future, too, we must fight to in-
crease the ranks of the Party with workers, who
should have priority over all those from the other clas-
ses or strata. Real possibilities for this exist now,

because the working class is rapidly growing and de-
veloping parallel with the development of the eco-
nomy and especially of industry»2.

1) Facts [rom the book «Problems of the Party structures,
Rus. ed. 1971 (article by 8. N. Judin),

2) Enver Hoxha. Report to the 8(h Congress of the PLA,

p. 181,
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The documents of the 6th Congress and the de-
cisions of the CC of the PLA on increasing the nu-
mber of workers in the Party raise some important
problems which must be borne in mind.

Though in some regions the working class is re-
latively developed, the number of workers in the Par—
ty does nat respond to the level of development of
this class or wilth the average number of workers in
the Party in the Republic. Hence the duty of taking’
greater care about admissions to the Party from the
working class, from among the best and most devo-
ted workers in every region, especially in the above-
-mentioned regions,

The implementation of the directive of the Party
about the transformation of the country from an ag-
rarian-indusirial country to an industrial-agrarian
country, and the priority development of some bran-
ches of extraeting and processing heavy industry, wi-
thout neglecting light industry, will create new better
conditions for the numerical growth and the qua-
litative development of the working class. This
creates ‘the conditions for, and raises the meed of,
strengthening the Party with devoted elements from
among the workers of thcse branches of industry, -
always taking into consideration the existing condi-
tions and the future perspeclives.

At the same time, it is necessary to deepen and
lo intensify the activity of the Parly among the
working class within branches even within factories,
plants, and mines, construction sites ete,, ateording
lo the mature and the particular features of each
branch and enterprise. In conformity with the orien-.
tations of the Party, the largest part of members and
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- emerges that, for example, in 1973 over 85 per cent

candidate members of the Party work directly in the §
- sphere of material production. From a rapid survey
of the distribution of the worker communists, it

- ~of them worked in the sectors of industry, constru~ * ;
ction, transport, as well as in the agricultural enter- 3
prises or machine and tractors stations. The commu- = 3§
nists are in the front ranks of the struggle for the %
construction of socialism and ihe defence of the 7§
-Homeland, in the principal sectors, in which the lar- 4
gest part of the working class and the broad masses §

- of working people are to be found. Our Party has- }
fought and will econtinue to fight for the improve~ }§

_ mient of the distribution of its [orces among the

~ “warious sectors, among the cnterprises and ‘inside’-§

. them, in the principal and auxiliary sectors, among §
less difficult and more difficult tasks, in the admi- ;3
nistration and direcily in production, etc. It has 8
fought and will continue to fight against alien ten- 4
dencies noticed in some communists who seek 10 4§
oceupy a cosy corner. Thercfore, even from the ranks
of workers, addmissions to the Party are made, first 3
of all, from among those who are engaged in the prin- §
cipal sectors of production and these who operate 3
machines. This question must be borne in mind well '3
also in regard to the principal place that the commu- i§
nists who work direetly in production or who oppe- 3

- rate machines in the principal sectors should occupy 4
. a8 compared with those who work in auxiliary sectors. ™3

' The Party considers the worker composition and 8

the distribution of the communists among the main

fronts as essential factors for the continual enhan-’
cement of its revolutionary spirit, its leading role, but
¥t has notbeen and cannol be content with these. «Fo
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our Party~, comrade Enver Hoxha points oﬁt in the
report submitted to the 6th Congress of the PLA, «as
all its history shows, the quality of its members, their -

thticql and moral characteristics, their ideological . '
formation and revolutionary tempering, their deter- .-

mination to defend and carry out the lLine of the
Party always and under any circumstances are of de-
cisive importance»?, Therefore, parallel with the ca-

reful selection of thé communists and their distribu- o

tion according to ncods and possibilities, the Party has
always attached and will continue to attach speeial
attention to their education and tempering in the
best revolutionary qualities, luyalty to the cause of
the revolution, socialism and communism, readiness
fo work and fight everywhere they are needed in the
Interest of the Party, the working class, the people
and the Homeland. The class composition and the
quality of the communists, the 6th Congress of the
PLA stressed, dare the fundamental ‘conditions for
the Party to always remain revolutionary,

A great success in extending and strengthening
the Party is the increase of its ranks with devobed
women. At the 6th Congress of the PLA, the women
represented 22.05 per ecnt of the party membership
as compared with 12.47 per cent at the time of the
5th Congress»2 '

But if the participation of the women in the -
Party 'is compared with that of men, or even with
the number of women in work relations, it emerges -
that they occupy a comparatively limited place in the

1) Enver Ilnxha, Re‘porf to the 6th Congress of the PLA,

D. 184,

2) Ibidem, p. 184,
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spirit; and its ceaseless rejuvenation, As was pointed
out already, the average age of the working class in
our country is 34 years, while the average age of the
worker communists (including members and candi-: -
dates) is 37 years. This is normal, objective and na-
tural. But in increasing its ranks with workers, the
Party has set the lask of taking into account also the
ratio communists-workers, according to age-groups.

From a study of this problem it results that in
1970 the age-group between 18 and 35 had one com-
munist. for every 13 workers and the age-group over
36 years had one communist for every 16 workerst.
Taking into account that the important sectors of the
economy like mining, the mineral extracting and
processing industries, the metallurgical, chemical in-
dustries, as well as the newly built large enterprises
will chiefly employ young workers, it results that
better opportunities exist to further improve the
ratio between communists and workers according to-
age-groups. o

From various studies it results that there are
many workexs who have a sufficient length of ser-~
vice and with whom a fruitful work can be done in
view of preparing them for, and bringing them into
the ranks of, the Party. In the disiricts of Tirana.
Korga, Elbasan, Viora and Mirdita, wheré the said
studies were carricd out, the communists with a length
of scrvice up to 10 years were few as compared
with the large number of workers who had a longer’
length of service. A more careful work must be done
also among the workers who have a length of service

- Party and this does not reflect the very important
force and role of the women in the general socialist.
development of the country. This is due 1o known °
reasons, which have been analysed by the Party and
about which it has issued orientations. In 1971 women
communists of worker social status represented 5.69
per cent of the total number of women workers, while
the male worker communists represcnted 12.11 per
cent of the non-Party male workers.

- - Hence the Party set the task that « .. in the fu-
ture, too, we should forge ahead boldly and rapidly in
admitting women to party membership»!. All mate-
rial vonditions to do this have becn created. Women,
in particular ihe majorily of women workers, are

- everywhere in the first ranks of the struggle to put
into life the iasks sef by the Party. But it is necessary -
to show more care and to intensify the educational
waork for the raising of the ideo-political, cultural,
educational and professional level of the masses of
women, in struggle against all inhibiting alien mani-
festations.

.The Party and comrade Enver Hoxha have given
the orientation about increasing still more the nu-
mber of young women in the Party. Likewise, the

_task has been set that workers, and women workers
conseguently, should be given priority over all the
other classes or strata of the population.

The age of the communists, like that of the
woarkers, is of special importance, because it is rela-
ted to the maturity, the freshness and vitality of the 1§
Party, with its creative, fighting and revolutionary 3§

1} Enver Haxha. Report to the 6th Congress of the PLA,

1) Second National Conference of Social Studies, 1672
pp. 183-184, -

cdition,
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above 8 years. This is necessary not only because
‘a large number of workers fall in this eategory, but’
also because these workers consiitute the reserve j
needed to fill the ranks of the workers with longer _.
seniority at work, Careful and well organized work’

- will create conditions to increase the ranks of com-~

. munists from workers with over 10 years’ seniority;

who in general, are more tempered and better formed

" politically and ideologically. This will help to keep

. educational level of the communists and workers is..

the Party always vigorous, young, dynamic and re-
volutionary. : :

: Another problem regarding admissions to -the |
.Party from the ranks of the working class, to which

the Party has always attached special attention, is
the raising of the educational level of ihe communist
workers. The study of this problem shows that the

" an obstacle that must be overcome. This is closely

- connected with the solution of the tasks the Party

has set in the field of the education of the commu-
nists and the masses, especially of the working class.
In this Tespect, it is hecessary that the communists,
and first of -all, workers must be convinced about the
need to raise their educational and cultural level as
a part of their revolutionary education and the for-

 mation of their Marxist-Leninist world outlook. This

crlls for the further improvement and intensification
of the activity of the party organizations among the
working class so that it understands the importance
of broadening its education and culture, -
The solicitude of the Party for the raising th
educational level of the communists must, as a ma-

“tter of course, be closely linked with its care for the |
raising to the educationsal level of the working class, -
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since, as comrade Enver Hoxha has said, «. . . the Par-

ty cannot advance without the masses, just as it

cannot be raised ideclogically leaving the working -
class at a low level. Should this happen, many evils

lie in store for us»1.

The questions discussed above constitute only

a part of the great political, ideological, and organi-

zational tasks which the Party has laid down and .
1s now carrying out with the purpese of increasing

its ranks with elements from the working class.

In all this work of our Party, the fundamental :

thing has been and will continue to be the quality
of its members, their political and moral features,

their ideological moulding and revolutionary temper~ '.
tng, their determination to defend and follow the line - . -

of Party unhesitatingly, ut any time qnd in all cir-
cumstances. Comrade Enver Hoxha teaches us: «Big
numbers do not always show the strength of a party.

But when numbers are accompanied with high qua- e

lity, when more and more conscious elements, who
are ready to carry out the tasks which the Party puts

before them, enter its ranks, people who at all times -

put the general interest above everything, then it is 2

transformed into a colossal force. Such people make

the party invincible, keep it always revolutionary,

vanguard and leading force of the entire societys=.

Y

1) Enver Hoxha. Keports and Speeches, 1967-1968, p. 207,

2) Enver Hoxha. Report 10 the 8th Congress of the PLA,
b. 184. -~
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VI o

THE REACTIONARY CHARACTER OF THE
BOURGEOIS-REVISIONIST VIEWS ON THE
SOCIAL POSITION AND THE ROLE OF
THE WORKING CLASS

. The numcrical and qualitative growth and deve-
lopment of our working class in the years of the peo-
ple’s power, the ceaseless growth and consolidation of
. its leading role in the revolution and in the construc-
tion of socialism represent a creative and concrete im-
plementation of the Marxist-Leninist teachings about
the hisforie mission of the working class by our Par-
ty. The revolutionary directives of our Party about
this question, the great achievements in the develop-
ment of the working class and the enhancement of
its leading role are, at the same iims, @n open expo-
sure of ell the bourgeois and revisionist «theories.
and practices, which deny the role of the working
class. Between the Marxist-Leninist ideology, on the
one hand, and the bourgeois-revisionist ideology, on
the other, an irreconcilable struggle is being waged
over this question. The modern bourgeois-revisionist
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views on the working class are a repetition in new
form of the former reactionary theories which Marx,
Engels, Lenin and Stalin completely frustrated in
their time.

It is known that the idea about the historic mis--
sion of the proletariat as the grave-digger ol capita-
lism and the bearer of new socialist and communist
order was described by V. I. Lenin as the «funda-
mental thing in Marx’ doctrine», as a great revolutio-
nary discovery. V. I. Lenin in his time had to carry
on a great struggle in defence of the Marxist concept
of the notion «worker» and the world historic mis-
sion of the proletariat from the distortions of the
Russian and international reformists and opportun-~
ists, In this struggle, he constructed a complete doc-
trine about the position and hegemony of the prole-
tariat as a class, which became the starting-point of
a correct strategy and taotic of the communist mo- *
vement; which led the latter to great histaric victo-
ries. .

The teachings of the classies of Marxism-Leni-
nism, of our Party and comrade Enver Hoxha point
out very clearly to the correct revolutionary stand
that must be taken in the great polemic of our lime
between the Marxist-Leninist ideology and the bour-
geois-revisionist ideology about the social position of
the working class and its role in society today. These
teachings orientale us in drawing a clear-cut line of
division and in distinguishing the working tlass
from the other classes and strata of society, in
drawing scientific conelusions with proletarian con-
tent from the cxperience of Marxist-Leninist parties
about the organization and development of the re-
volutionary process and the building of socialism, in
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. conducting studies and taking decision,”which wil] -
serve the cause of the working class. :
Of course, the social changes that have occurred
and are occurring today, as well as the development
" of the technical-scientific revolution have exercised
their influence also on the development of the work-
ing class, on the increase of its ranks with naw groups
and strata of workers, on modifying the character af .
labour as a result of its mechanization and automa- 4
tion, on raising the educational level and the techni- o
-cal-professional qualification of a part of the workers,
ete. - - . .
' But apart from thesc changes, life has confir-
med and is confirming the correctness of the Marxist-
~Leninist thesis that the working class has been and
- remains the principal productive force of society, and”
with its Morxist-Leninist Party af the head, it is the .
leading force in the overthrow of the bourgeoisie by 3§
. the proleiarian revolution and in the construction of |
. socizlist and communist society. : BRI
. The bourgeois and revisionist sociologists, philo- 3
sophers, historians and economists, by interpreting - 4
. the changes in the working class in a onesided ide- E
alislic. subjective way, with ulterior counter-revolu- -
tionary aims, with all sorts of frauds seek to «proves
the contrary. In one way or another, they are trying
to make the ranks of the working class as hetero- 3
geneous as possible, with the aim of denying the §
absolute truth that the working class is the most 1
- progressive and the most revolutionary elass history
of mankind has ever known. : : Y
In these circumstances, our Party’s defence of 3
the Marxist-Leninist teachings about the correct me- 3
aning of the notion «workers, shout the social posi- 3
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tion of the working class, about its hegemonic-role in ...
society, taken always in close relation with reality
and with the révolutionary practice, must be consi- -

dered as an important duty of the time.

Speculating: with the "~
effect of the technical- -
scientific revolution an
the social structure of - -
the capitalist society,

) the bourgeois ideologjsts
claim that the working class is allegedly disappearing,
t}lg‘t ‘the capitalist society is being «deproletariani-
zed», ete: To this end, with premeditation, they treat
the worker only as labour pewer employed in ma-~
nual labour and hard physical work for Wh§ch1 no
particular education or skill is required. Typical in
this respect is the view of the French revxsloq;stg
R. Garaudi, who says that «in the age of cybe;nef
ties. .. the functions of manual and mental work
merge together. Consequently, we cannot tspeak.of
working class, but of a collective prgducer, in which
the intellectuals play a determinating role in pro-
duction, in the revolution, and in social progress».
This is more or less what the American bourgeois
philosopher Markuse says, when he claims to be
Marxist, or other bourgeois-revisionist scribblers. .
Thus, ‘they jump to the conclusion that, as a result .
of the technieal-seientific revolution, capita_lism has
been radically changing its nature, that 2
new «technocratic» or «post-industrial» society is
being created, in which the workers have aﬂeged!y
vanished and the intelligentsia becomes the main
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-4 productive force, the cornerstone and- the guiding
factor in the development of society.

Our Parily has refuted these views, which are

- intended to deny the historic mission of the working

class as the decisive force in the development of the

present day society and the grave-digger of capita-
Ilism. «Contirary to the sermons of the bourgeois
and revisionist idcologists,» comrade Enyer Hoxha
stresses, «capitalist society is not heing deproletaria-
‘nized, but, on the contrary, it is being proletarianized
continuously, the weight and the role of the working
class in production is becoming more and more deci-
$ive, it remains the main productive force of society.
. Life shows that the working class only nceds move,
knock off work even for a single day, for the en-
tire bourgeoisie to be shaken and all its institutions
" put in a state of alarm»1. Our Parly has stressed and
continues to stress that the working class has been
and remains the decisive and leading force in the re-

volution, in overthrowing the bourgeoisie by force 3

and in the socialist transformation of society.

P Life and the reality in the capitalist world is the
best testmony that confirmes the correctness of the |

Marxist-Leninist teachings.

First, the bourgeois statistics themselves show §
that despite the incrcasing number of techmicians, 3
engineers and other specialists, the workers consti- .}
tute the overwhelming majority of the active popu- }
lation. Tn the period between 1960 and 1972 the in- §
dustrial proletariat in the capitalist world grew to
116 million strong. This process is developing at rapid §

1) Enver Hoxha. Repori to the 8th Congress of the PLA, §

p. 217. :
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rates in the USA, Canada, and Japan. Today, the
growth of the number of hired labourers is becoming
common everyday phenomenon.

The process of polarization of the capitalist so- '

ciety is being intensified more and more everyday.
Between the 50-ies and the early 70-ies, this process
was associated with the ruin of the masses of labour-

ing peasantry, petty-manufactures and part of the

middle producers of the town and the country. In to-
day’s bourgeois society the increase of the proletariat
is not due exclusively to the expropriation of the petty
proprietors, but also to the reduction to a proletarian
social-economic status of another part of people en-
gaged directly in production, in the services and of

the women. Thus, facts show that even under the
technical-scientife revolution, far from vanishing, the
proletariat, on the contrary, increases in numbers
continually, and its social composition changes every-
day with elements coming from increasingly larger—
strata of the town and. the countryside. Life in the
capitalist ‘world confirms the conclusion of K. Marx
that the proletariat grows with the developmenti of
capitalism and that capitalism eannot exist without
its antipode, the proletariat. «Proletarian, in the eco-
nomic sence of the word», says K. Marx, «means only
a hired labourer, who produces and increases the «ca-
pital~ and who is thrown out into the street as soon
as he becomes useless for the requirements of aug-
menting the value of -Misler capital’i. .

1) K. Marx-F, BEngels, Works, Russian edition, vol. 33,
D. 628, . : :
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~ Second, by falsifying the Marxist coneepts, the
bourgeois and revisionist ideologists in the working §
class include the workers engaged in manual labour -
 exclusively, while in the intelligentsia the various J
categories of skilled workers. But it is known thaf, |
according to the Murxist concepts, inclusion in the |
working class is not determined by the level of quali~ 3
fication, but by the relationship established between
- the working people and the means of pmductwn, by |
their place, and consequently, by their role in the 3
. social organization of labour, by the sources and °
amount of their income. From this point of view, 3
the workers have no claim of ownership over the
means of production. Though they are the main pro- “
ductive force of material wealth, and are directly in~
volved in its production, the workers are deprived
of the right 1o participate in the social organization j
of labour and production and are subJected to savag 7
capitalist explmtatxon In this connection, it is im-"4
portant to hold in view V. L. Lenin’s definition of the .3
notion of «class» in his article «The Great Initiative~ §
in which he writes: «Classes are called .those large ]
groups of people, which differ among themselves by 3§
the place they occupy in an historically determined 3
system of social production, by their relations with 3
the means of production (relations which often are
 given the form and power of law), by their role in
. the social organization of labour and, consequently, 3
- by the way in which they“obtain that part-of social 4
wealth which they possess, and by the size of the3
share they take. Classes are such groups of people, 3§
.. of which one group can appropriate the labour of the §
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other on the ground of the different- posmons ﬂmey
occupy in a given system of social economy»!. -

Hence, the conclusion that in the conditions of

the capitalist society all those who are divested of -
the means of production, who sell their labour to -
the capitalist, who participate directly in productive
work, in the sphere of the circulation of goods, or in
the services, and who create surplus value for the
capitalist are called workers (proletarians). Seen
from this angle, inclusion or not of working people
in the working class does not depend on their quali-
fication level or on the means with which they
work and produce, be they simple or modern tools,
up to mechanized or automatic machinery.

The specific gravity which mental work alone -
occupies in relationship with manual labour cannot
serve as a determining criterion, cither. It is known -
that, as a result of the technical-scientific revolu-
tion and the automation of the processes of pro-
duction, the relatmnc;hxp between purelv manual la-
bour and mental work is changing in favour of the
latter. But this by no means implics that the wor-
kers have ceased being workers or have been tran-
sformed into intellectuals. The intelligentsia of pro-
duection is comprised only by those persons, techni-
vians, engineers or other specialists, who carry out
full or partial organizational and directing funec-

lions in the process of capitalist production; and
their number- is vomparatively limited.
1) V. I, Lenin. Selected Works, Vol. II, p. 921,
139 .




Stath 'monopoly capitalism The other «aréum"ent»‘ ]

and speculations on the that allegedly stale
position and role of the monopoly capitalism is

- working class in suciety a phenomenon which
leads to the «deprole-.

tarianizalion~ of the present-day capitalist so-
ciety is completely groundless. According to the

bourgeois and revisionist 4ideologists, in a capitalist °

society nationalization leads to a stage in which
society undergoes a process of «deproletarianization»,
since the working class; allegedly becomes «copro-
prietor» and «co-director» with the capitalists. With
such sermons, they endeavour to convince people

that allegedly now there are no more proletarians 4
and capitalists, whereas production is destined for §
- the «general welfares, ¢
The spread of state monopoly capitalism, espe- ;

cially after the Second World War, i3 a phenomenon

that has been occurring in all the capitalist countries,
but more partlcularlv in the Industrialized capitalist 1

countries. A series of important sectors of the eco-
nomy have passcd to the hands of the capitalist state
in the TUFSA, Britain, the German Federal Republic,

France, Italy and some other countries, The capi- |
talist state tries to play an active part in, and to ;
have direct influence over, the solution of the various J
economic and financial problems in favour or the
capitalist exploiting class, whose domination it re- 3
presents and defends by violence and every other 3
means. The bourgeois state, serving the interest of }
the capilalist, endeavours to tone down, however -3
- slightly, the basic contradictions between labour and |
capital, between the social character of production §
and the private capitalist form of appropriation. '
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Theredore, capitalist nationalization dees not prove
at all what the bourgeois and revisionist ideologists
are trying to propagate, namely that, thanks to state
monopoly capitalism, the present capitalist society
has changed fundamentally, that it is acquiiring al- -
most socialist features which eventually should
allow it to be transformed into soeialism(!). One
of the preachers and champions of these ideas is. .
also Géorges Marchais, General Secretary of the -
French revisionist party, in whose view, capitalist
nationalization is a «decisive form» «By affceting the
vital sectors of the economy», he says, «nationaliza-
tion becomes the base, the starting: point of an evo-~
lution that will lead to secialism»1,

In his time, ¥. Engels refuted the opportunist
and revisionist ideas, aceording to which the trans-
fer of certain sectors of production to the hands of
the capitalist state should be regarded as a measure.
al a socialist character. Tn ridiculing these views,
Engels writes, «If state monopoly of tabacco is so-
cialism, then Napoleon and Metternich should be ine-
vitably included among the founders of socialisma2.
Further, he continues: «The present-state. whatever
its form, is by its very nature a capitalist machine,
the state of capitalists, the ideal colleetive capitalist..
The more productive forces it appropriates, the more-
complete will be its transformation into a collective
capitalist and the greater becomes the number of
people it will cxploit. The workers will remain hired
labourers, proletarians»®.

1) Géorges Marchais. The Democralic Challénge Paris,
1973, pp. 52-54.
2} F. Engels Anh—Duhrmg Tirana, 1974 p 317.
3} Ibidem, p. 318.
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Life itself in the capitalist countries shows, the

. opposite of the bourgeois economists’ affirmation.
_-Regardless of the existence and the spread of the
. different forms of state capitalism, regardless of the

sale of shares even to the poorer strata of the po~ -

_ ) pulation, or of the socalled «consumers societys, the

working class in the capitalist countries remains just 3

as it was in the past, deprived of ownership over

the means of production, and the capitalist order re- §
mains as it was, an order of oppression and expleita- -

tion. Figures show that toeday in the USA only 3 per

‘cent of the workers’ families buy or are in possession 3
of some shares, which represent a meagre 0,2 per. 3
cent of the total value of shares. But the income
accruing from these shares and from the wages of 3

these workers, who own such shares, are insufficient

- to guarantees the strictly minimum standard of liv- 3§
ing. In summing up the present phenomena of capi- 3
talism, at the 6th Congress  of the PLA comrade
Enver Hoxha has said: «Despite the changes. that §

- have taken place in the contemporary capitalist

world. the working class is stripped of any kind of

ownership over the means of production, of its ma-
nagement organization and aim. The socalled «con- |
sumers» sociely is created not to meet the needs of ¢

the working people, but to intensify their exploita-

tion and to multiply the profits of the capitalists.!,
The distortions about the nature of the capita- °

list order have reached a point where some of the

bourgeois ideologists have ceased to cdll the canita-
lists by their real name, because they are allegdly 2

1) Enver Hoxha. The 6th Congress of the PLA, Tirana

1971, p. 218,
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giving up the direct administration of the enter-

_prises. According to them, the management has passed

over to the hands of the technocratic administrators,
who act on behalf and in the interests of society.
On this, ground, they speak also about a «revolution
of management~. In fact, this is no case of revolution
at all. Irrespective of the persons who administrate
the property, the capitalist remain owners and mas-"
ters of the means of production. The profils find
their way into their pockets. The managers arc noth-
ing but deputies, representatives of the capitalists,
and carry ouf to the letter the orders and wishes of
their masters. The administrators of the property
are themselves capitalisis, who make profits and ob-
tain privileges from their position and appropriate
a part ol the surplus profit created by the workers.
The separation of «funetional- capital from «owner-
ship= capilal does not change the nature of the ca-
pitalist system, which is based on the exploitation
of man by man,

In the capitalist countries, the process of con-
centration of capital in the hands of a small group
of owners, mainly members of the financial oligar-m. .
chy, is being deepend. In the US 500 monopoly com- -
panies produce almost 50 per cent of the Lptal
amount of goods, and manage the same amount of
services. About one per cent of the American share-
-holder companics appropriate about 70 per cent of
the profits created by the unpaid labour of the
workers. _

The strengthening of monopolies, the concen-
tration and centralization of capital in the hands of
few owners, the large-scale utilization of the bud-
getary funds and the state monopely capital for the
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henefit of the biggest capitalists, refute the theory

of «co-ownership» and «democratization of-admini-
-, stration» of the capitalist economy, and, as a conse- -
quence, the sermons about the «deproletarianiza-
tion» of the capitalist society. Today’s capitalism, -

irrespective of the forms that bourgeois ewnership
acquires, remains just as it was in the-past, a social

- “arder based on the divigion of labour from the mears

of production, an order with economie, political and
ideological interests diamelrically oppused between
the bourgeoisic as the class in power, on the one

hand, and the proletariat as an exploited and oppre-- V

ssed class, on the other.

Technical-scientific inte- Another variant of ‘the
Higentsia and the work- bourgeois  «theories»
ing elass which pursues the sa-

me objectives and has
assumed widc-spread popularity in the economic and
sociologic literature of the capitalist world is the
socalled «technocratic intellectualist theory~. Accor-

ding to this «theory», the present technical-scienti- 4
" . ~fie revolution increases the specific- weight and en-
- hances the role of the technical-scientific intelli- A
gentsia so much that it becomes a «new class» which -3
supposedly gives only a marginal role to both the

working class and the bourgeoisie, and takecs over
ail the running of the country. The preachers of that

wtheory» try hard to convince the people with such 3
affirmatjons that capitalism today is undergoing im- -3

portant changes, that the place of old capitalism ‘is
being occupied by the w«new industrialized society»

or the «post-industrial society», or the «cybernetic ;
-alectronic’ sociefy~.-In all the above definitions. the 3

~
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word «capitalism» is omitted deliberately. In this so--
ciety, its theoreticians claim, it is allegedly impossi-
ble for the financial plutocracy to rule any more, .
but it will be ruled by intelligent scientists, skilled -
in intellectual technology. With this, an allegedly-
new type of relations of production is being created, - -
which is characterised by intcllectualization of all
social relations. It is said that the overwhelming
majority of the people will be employed in the ser--
vices or in intellectual jobs. The working class will,
as & consequence, cease to exist as a clasy. This bour-
geois chorus is joined by some of the revisionist
ideologists, whu openly declarc that the bearers of -
the present — day class consciousness are the me- .
mbers of the socalled «new working elass», compo-
sed of engincers, technicians, highly skilled workers
and office workers.! S
Many bourgeqis and social-demecrat ideologists
declare that «a new epoch~ has begun in the history
of mankind, in which the classes are disappearing.
According to them, in the «modern technoeratic so-
ciety» there is no room for class struggle, since
allegedly it was no more a question of exploiters and .
exploited, but only «consumers- of material wealth.
Arnong others, such ideas are preached by the ideo-
logists of West German imperialism. The' notorious
German Christian-democrat L. Erhard holds that
under the technical-scientifie revolution the West _
German society has allegedly overcome class contra-
dictions, it is no longer comprised of classes and so—

1) Problems :of Peace and . Socialism, Russian edition,

1969, ‘Ismie i; p. 40.

185




cial groups; it is fundamentally cooperativist, that
is, based on the intercsis and the collaboration of
all groups. Erhard calles it a «formed society»,

It is not difficult to see the absurdity of these
concepts of the bourgeois and rcvisionist sociologists
about the dying away of classes and the class strug-
gle, about the substitution of the role of the working
class by the technical-scientific intellegentsia, which

they consider as the principal of productive force

and the only promoter of social progress, the first
driving force in the development of modern socie-
ty(").

In point of fact, despite the changes which it
has undergone in number, composition, qualification
and in ils rule, the inlellegentsia remains always

an intermediary stratum, a very heterogeneous mass |

on account of its role in the capitalist economic-so-

cial life. Lacking economic independence as a class, 3
it cannot possibly be a politically independent force, 73
can never realize in practice the role and the historic

mission of the proletariat. Only that part of the in-

telligenisia which joins the working class and accepts -
its leadership can play a progressive role by dedica- 4

ting itself to ihc cause of the proletariat.

The spread of the views mentioned above da- ]

mages the workers’ revolutionary movement. The
views that the intelligentsia and the siudents are

independent and principal forces in the revo- |
lution, comrade Enver Hoxha pointed out at the §
6th, Congress of the Parly, creale confusion among 3
some untested militants and in various sfrata of tha
people, particularly among the students and the §
young intellectuals. Therefore, the Marxist-Leninist }
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parties justly cxpose these views and reveal tifir
anti-scientific and ecounter-revoluticnary character?.
Despite the consequences of the technical-scien-
tific revolution in social relations, in the status of
classes and social sirata, in the political superstruc-
ture, they have never led and shall never lead to the
transformation of the capitalist society into a quali-
tatively different type of society. There are changes
that take place in the context of the bourgois order;
but"which do not affect the foundations and the
economic and political domination of the bourgeoisie.
) It is true that the technical-scientific revolution
brings in its wake a growth of the specific weight
and the raising .of the level of the intelligentsia. This
is connected with the fact that science today has
become a force dircctly involved in production, so
much so that not only industrial production, but all
the other sectors of the economy and eulture cannot
advance without relying on science. The struggle for
maximum profits and competition, force the capita-
lists and the capitalisi states to make investments
for the development of science and technique. The
number of people who, before beginning work in pro-
duction, must graduate a certain school determined
by the needs of capitalists, is increasing.

. But this does not testify to the «deproletaria-
nization» of today’s capitalist society allegedly in
favour of a «new class», of the intelligentsia. As
always, the basis of capitalist production rests on
wage earners, who, in their majority, are but partly
or completely unskilled,

1) Enver Hoxha. Report to the 6th Congress of the PLA,
Tirana 1971, p. 218, :
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the technical-scientific: revolution and the new phe-

. -‘nomena that have occurred and are occurring in the
capitalist economy have not affected at all the na--

ture of the capitalist order, which in essence remains

over the means of production, has remained inviola-

ble. The exploitation of man by man alsa persists, -
and the intensity and degree of exploitation grows. -

Profit is the motive force of capitalist production.

The ever gtowing concentration of production and 3
the strengthening of the monopelies, the enrichment .
of the bourgeoisie and the deterioration of the condi- 3
tions of the proletariat, competition and anarchy in 4
- production, economic crises and chronic unemploy- |

ment have always been and remain typical phenome-

na and fellow-travellers of capitalism. That is acco- 3
unted for by the essentially unchanged nature of the "2
_political foundations of the present-day capitalist or~ 3
-der. The state power is still as it used to be, a se~ 4
vere bourgcois dictatorship, serving the big mono- }
poly bourgeoisie, against the working class and its
revolutionary - movement. In order to exploit the }
working class and the other masses of working peo~ 4
ple, the bourgeoisie does not give up its economic §
and political power willingly. Our revolutionary Mar- 3
xist-Teninist theory teaches us that ihe basic crite- '}
ria to judge and determine the nature of an econo-
mic and social order are the economic and political
. foundations of that order and not its technigue and |

technology. -

Proceeding from a scientific analysis of the pre-
sent.capitalist realily, comrade Enver Hoxha has j
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TN Thus. the capitalist reality shows clearly ‘that - 3

~ 3

 as it was when Marx and Lenin analysed it. The §
econoric basis of capitalism, the capilalist ownership - 3

stressed: «The ideologists of the monopely boui-
geoisie are striving to make the working people beli-
eve that the technical and scientific revolution-which
is being carried out in the world today is allegedly re--
‘moving the ills of capitalism, that it is reforming if,
liquidating the classes and the class antagonism; and

replacing the capitalist owners with the technocratic -

administrators: On this basis they declare that the
old capitalist system of exploitation, the class strug=

gle- and- the need for proletarian revolution have =

been overcome. In reality, behind the socalled «in-
dusirial society» or «technocratic society» there lies
hidden the brutal oppression of the working people
by the capitalist monopolies and the state monopoly
capitalism»1. That is why there is noc moPe question
of «deproletarianization» of modern capitalist so-
ciety, because the polarization and proletarianization
of this society is being deepened more and more.

The working class has Many bourgeois and re-
been and remains the formist sociologists, fine
most revolutionary class ding it difficult to deny -
of society :
: , working class, have in-
vented a deceitful variant according to which the
working class is allegedly being bourgeoisied, that it
is being infegraded into the capitalist system and
that, econsequently, it no longer presents a revolu-'
tionary class. o
. In the view of ' these bourgeois and revisionist
ideologists, the problems of modern capitalism can
best be solved by the bourgeois state and other in-

1) Envar Hoxha, Speeches, 1969-1978, p. 7'2:73.
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stitutions of the bourgecoisie. The French sociélogist
A. Aron says that increased work productivity, the
rationel utilization of machinery and the improve-

ment of the organization of production will «auto- .

matically» wipe out the class distinetions in the
«Western industrialized society». The American
bourgeois ideologist H. Marcuse atlempts to «prove»

- that the proletariat is being «bourgeoisicd-, that it

has lost ils class and revolulionary features and «has
definitely been integrated into the system an ma-
intains a negative attitude towards the need for ra-
dical transformationss.

It is a known fact that in some industrialized ca- 1
pilalist countrics the monopoly bourgeoisie, by means = .

of high wages and rewards and particularly by

intense ideological indoctrination, suceceds in corrup~ - J

ting a section of the workers, creates the socalled
«workers’ aristocracy», which becomés the advocate
of the bourgeois interests in the ranks of the prole-

tariat and its revolutionary movement. But the . §

«workers’ aristocracy» represents only a bare mino-

rity of the working class. And il is precisely this ~ F’
- workers’ aristocracy», and not the working class |

which has been bourgeoisied and is being integrated
into the capitlalist system, As for the working class,
thanks to its struggle for better working and living
conditions, in various capitalist couniries they are

given some crumbs only to be more savagely exploi- .f

ted afterwards,

Les us refer lo some facts which reveal the rea-
lity in the capitalist countries. In the industrislized . §

capitalist countries including the USA {without men-

tioning here the othcr capitalist states), many se- j
ctions of workers live in poverty, in the true sense 3

of the word. They have difficulties in housing, they
lack sufficient food and clothing, they do not get any
medical help, and have no possibility to recieve ade-
quate education, ete, The American government ii-
self has admitted thal 45 million Americains, i.e.,
about 1/4 of the population, are poor. Of these, 30 mi-
llion «are ridden by stark poverty-., And this does

not refer only to negrocs or other coloured people,

since about 2/3 of these 30 millon are whites!. About
8 million men, women and children are so poor that
they subsist only un charity provided by the «philan-
thropic funds». Thus, even in the USA poverty is a-
mass phenomenon. This phenomenon is mere acute
if considered in the framcwork of the entire world
capitalist system. More than 1/3 of the population of
the capitalist world, which lives mainly in Asia, Af-
rica, and Latin America, not only uses very-prlml-
tive work tools and is being exploited in different
ways by the imperialist powers, but also it suffers
from hunger, epidemic dlseases, illiteracy, etc. .

Nevertheless, here, it is necessary 1o throw light
on another poinil of principled importance. The pro-
letariat is the most revolutionary class not only be-
cause it is besel by poverty and misery. In ecapitalism
that fate is shared by millions of petty farmers and
the other poor masses of the city. These social groups
and strala, however, are not and cannot be a more
progressive force than the prolctariat. The revolutio-
nary, and therefore, more progressive character of the
proletariat is conditioned by many other no less im-
portant causes and circumstances.

The proletariat is divested of ownership over

'1) Data from «Economic notes», June 1968. .
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s the means of production and 1§ economically forced ' '

-tion except its chains.

L

+* spectives before it; it has its own political staff, its -
- revolutionary party, which leads it in the class strug- 4
gle against’ the oppressors and exploiters. From the -4

- class struggle against ihe bourgeocisie, and through :

- class the decisive force in the contemporary social

to~work for its wages on.the property of the capitas: - ;
list. K. Marx has said that «the worker belongs to 4
the capitalist, just like the inanimate work toolsw,” 3
For this reason, the proletariat, as Marxism-Le- -
ninism teaches us, has nothing to lose in the revolu- -

The proletariat is also associated with the most:.
advanced form of production, with large-scale in-
dustrial production -which provides great opportuni-
tes for the workers to unite and get better organized.
It'is the carrier of the new relations which are esta-
blished in production after the socialist revolution
is carricd out. ) :
~ The proletariat has its.own scientific theory,
Marxism-Leninism, which opens new paths and per:

very moment of its birth the proletariat, wages the - ?

this struggle, it is rallicd and organized as a class in
itself, becomes conscious of its fundamental interests, ¢
that is as K. Marx and F. Engels put it, the proleta-
riat is transformed from «a class in itsélf» to «a class
for itself»,
- All'these factors and many others, make the pro-
letariat the most revolutionary leading foree in the <
struggle for the overthow of the capitalist order and.- 4
for the victory of communism. Comrade Enver Hoxha
teaches us: «The conditions that make the working

development, the leading force in ‘the struggle for
202

the revoluhonary transformation of . the, capltahst::.-, -

world, have not change’in the least»!:
Llfe is :the best testimony of the correctness of

these Marxist-Leninist teachings, the most convineing. .| .

argument- against all the «theories» of the bourgeois -

- and reformist ideologists, who are trying to convince
people that the revolutionary spirit of the working

class in ‘the capitalist world is declining, that it is
being extinguished, ete.

The strikers’-movement in the capitalist -world, -
the demonstrations of the working class, the number-

‘of participants in them, are ever inereasing and have - -

become more intense. In thé strikes and demonstra-
tions, together with the working class, other strata
of the population are taking part. Only in 1973, 40 mi-
llion people went on strike, The strikes and demostra-
tions in the capitalist countries are assuming a pro-

nounced political character, since through them the

masses of working people, and especiailly the working
class, besides putting forward their economic, social, -
and cultural demands, realise over more clearly that
behind the bourgeoisie and its interests stands the

capitalist state. In the foundations of this struggle lies, .

first of all, the contrast between labour and capi-
tal, a contrast that is béing deepened more and more.
Comrade Enver Hoxha has emphasised: «Even in’
the countries which are presented by the bourgeois
propaganda as «zones of eternal class peacer», severe
hattles are going on bétween the working people and -
capital: Even here, the gocial-democratic myth about
«8qeial .'evolution» and about theé possibility of crea--

1 Enpver Hox.ha Report to the 8th Congress of the PLA )
Tirana 1871, p. 218." . .
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ting the general welfare under the capitalist system
was broken to pieces»!, '

The bourgeois «theories~ about the diminishing
role and revolutionary spirit of the working class
are and continue o be joined by the modern revisio-

nists of every colour. The revisionists need such -

«theories» and views to justify, among other things,
the opporiunist programs they have prepared for
their parties in econnection with the socalled «peace-
ful road of fransifion to socialismsw, «parliamentary

. sacialism», «democratic socialisms,

The Soviet modern revisionists and their follo-
wers, by embracing and putting beyond doubt the
theory on the productive forees, which has been de-
nounced by Marxism-Leninism long before, deny
the role of the conscious factor, the leading role of

. the working class and its revolutionary party in their

struggle against the bourgeoisie. They preach that
the changes that have taken place and are taking
place in the . world in consequence of the technical-
-scientific revalution have allready changed or are
changing the nature of capitalism, by strengthening
the «socialist elements», in it. They are also spreading
such anti-Marxist sermons that allegedly the socialist
transformation of society can take place peacefully,
through reforms, without need for the proletarian
revolution. ‘
Another technoeratie and intellectualist view in
the revisionist countries is one according to which
in some of the industrialized capitalist countries «a
new bloc» of the people of manual or mental labour,

1) Enver Hoxha. Report io the 6th Congress of the PLA,
Tirana 1871, p. 211, . - : :
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in which the working class and the intellegentsia are
placed on the same footing, has been allegedly crea-
ted. As for the backward countries, they attribute
the role of the force capable to bring about the revo-
lutionary transformalion of society either to the na-

tional bourgeoisie or io the various non-proletarian -

strata like the petty-bourgeuisie, the intelleetuals and
the non-Marxist parties.

These downright anti-Marxist from, are very
harmful to the warld revolutionary movement, becau-
se they create pacifist delusions and ideological confu~
sion in the minds of the working class and the other
working masses, particularly, when we bear in mind
that the revisionist partics are still exercising a not
negligible influence upon a considerable part of the
working class of the capitalist world. Therefore, the
exposure and denouncement of the anti-Marxist

- views and theses of these partics is one of the prin-

cipal duties of the Marxist-Leninist forces in the ser-
vice uf the cause of the working class and the socia-
list revolution.
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. THE WORKING CLASS IN THE REVISIONIST

COUNTRIES AND THE REACTIONARY
CHARACTER OF THE ANTI-MARXIST
VIEWS ON ITS POSITION AND
" ROLE IN SOCIETY

The Soviet revisionists and the other revisio-

~ nist cliques in power are trying by all sorts of de-

magogical manners to deny the proletarianization of

.....

revisionist cliques are raising a noisy propaganda 4
about allegedly the means of production in the revi-
- slonist countries being social property, administe-

red by the state on behalf of the workers, as the Sa-

‘viet revisionists claim, or administeréd directly by
“the workers, as the Yugoslav revisionists do. In both _

cases the working class is deprived of ownership
over the means of production, which-apart from the
name have nothing socialist in thom. In faet, in the
Soviet Union and the other revisionist countries, the

-~ means of production are in the hands of the new bo~

urgeoisie, while the working class, being completely
divested of the means of production, has been trans-

" formed into a purchasable market commodity.

With the bourgecis degeneration of the party

- and the state, the counter-revolutionary process assu- -
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med wide-spread propurtioﬁs- in the. politiéﬂ- éhd

" ideological superstructure and the economic basis of -

" these countries. Following sensational proclamation

a series of anti-socialist economic reforms, which pa--

- ved.the way for the re-establishment of capitalism
in the entire economic and social life, were put into
- effect in the revisionist countries.” The organization

- and administration of production in the economy of -

‘the revisionist countrics, like that of the capitalist

- countries, is chiefly imtended to squeeze maximum

- _profits.
In .these condilions, though -awnership over the
means_of production is «socialist» in name, it is de~
void of any true socialisl contents and has become

- & capitalist ownership of a particular type. The pre-

sent Soviet state, as a capitalist state, is administra-
ting the means of production on behalf and in the in-
. Interest of the revisionisl bourgeoisie, continuing

to oppress and exploit the working class and the

- other masses of the working prople. The Soviet bour-
geoise, by seizing the reins of the statepower and

tHe key positions of the economy, uses them to obtain -

- privileges ‘and capitalist profits for itself. In this
way, the soeial polarization is sharpened more and
the gap which separates the working class and the

- masses of the working people from the bourgeoisie
is growing wider. Renumeration according to work is

- practically replaced by the system of capitalist wa-
-ges which allows the revisionist bourgeoisie to ap-~

- propriate the toil and sweat of the masses of the
working people, to secure an income ten times hig-

* her than the workers.

Irx these circumstances, those who actudlly rule
and make the law in the revisionist countries-are




the new bourgeoisie, the bureaucrats and techno-
crats, with the revisionist-capitalist party and state
at the head.

In the Soviet Union and in the other revisionist
countries, the Marxist-Leninist teachings -about the
rale and mission of the working class in the revolu-
tionary transformation of society have been abando-
ned. The theses of the modern revisionists about

«the party of the entire people» and «the state of the

entire people~ are clear expressions of these changes.
Therefore, though the revisicnist propaganda speaks

‘of the leading rule of the working class in the coun-

tries where the rvevisionist cliques are in power, in.
reality, in fact, it does not playsuch a role. It is known
that the working class can play this role only when
it is guided by the Marxist-Leninist party, when
it holds the state power and controls the life of the
country through its party and the state of the dicta-
torship of the proletariat. Buf, as comrade Enver

Hoxha teaches us, in the cases when the party and

gtate are not in the bands of the working class but
are turned into tools of the revisionists to defend and
consolidate their political, economic and military
domination, there can be no real leadership of the

working class. «The socialist and communist dis- }

guises in which they garb their state and their party
are merely to deceive the people, because the cha-
racter of the state or the party is not delined by the

labeles they bear nor by their social content alone, §
but first and foremost by the policy pursued, whom j
- does it serve and for whose benefit it is-1. i

p. 235,
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1) Enver Hoxha, Report to the 5th Congress of the PLA. k-

'In ofder to support the process of the restoration

- of capilalism in the Soviet Union and the uther re-
visionist countries, intellectualist and technocratie -
- concepts have assumed broad extension. They are

‘meant to justify the liquidation of the leading ro-.

"le of the working class and its substitution with the
“role of the new bourgeois ruling class composed of

the bureaucratized and beurgeoisied strala of tup'
‘functionaries and intellegentsia,
. The revisionist «theories» on thijs prablem can be‘

;dmded into two main groups. The first group de- °
- fends and propagates the thesis that in the socialist
' order 'the distinctions belween workers and peasants,

on the one hand, and the int telligentsia, on the other,

~are not class distinctions but simple occupational dl-

‘fferences between different social strata of «pre-
ducer-workers- wha, a3 & result of the division of the
various branches of production, arc engaged in diffe-
rent kinds of work. They claim also that the produ-
cing intelligentsia has all the features of the work-
ing class. Therefrom they jump to the conclusion:
win workers — taking into account all their soeial-
economic and social-political peculiarities —- zre in-
cluded the workers of manual work and the people
of mental work in the branches of material produc-
tion and circulation of goods, who work in enterprises
and institutions that are property of the whole peo-
ple»! If this definition holds good, then the ranks of
the working class exiend extremely, become very_
heterogeneous, including all people of mental work
in the respeetive spheres of social production. Thus,
for example, in the ranks of industrial workers are

1 «.Vobrosi filosofi~, 3rd issue, 1967, p. 31

4 —8 - _ 209




included technical—engineering staff, scientific-rese-
arch and administralive personnel ¢f the industrial

enterprises, and others. This is also how they cal-
culate the number of workers of the agricultural en-

terprises, in which they include agricultural workers,

agronomists, -the veterinary doctors, the .zogtechni-

-cians, and all the other working peop]e engaged in

J

agricultural enterprises.
In this way, thc new bourgeoisie, which has

- usurped the power in the Soviet Union and ihe other
revisjonist countries, in other words, the bureaucrats,

the «apparatchiki», the technucrals, and the other
«specialists», who occupy the dominant positions and

have filled up the executive apparatuscs in all fields,

now claim that they are workers or peasants, indeed
even the most advanced, the best prepared section of
the working class and the pcasantry. They govern
and hold sway over the people by speculatmg with
the name of the working class, which in these coun-
tries has become a simple subdued and explmted

productive force.
In facl, these «theories» of the revisionist socio-

logists are not new, They are borrowed from the bo-~

urgeois ideologisis togeLher with their theory of
«social stratification»d. ,

1) According io this theory, society is divided into strata.
These divisions are based on the diffsrences of the educa-

tional, cultural, and technical-professional level, sex, place

of habitation, etc. The aim of the theory of social sirati-
fication is o refute the Marxist-T.eninis| criteria of divi-
sion of the people into classes, to disiort the iruth sbout
the class structure of the present capitalist society, to deny
the law of Lhe class siruggle,
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tatives of that theory commonly IE’fCI‘ to the known
itheses of K. Marx, who, in order to discover theme-

chanism by which the capitalists create the surplus.

value, writes that for that purpose they try to exploit
both the manual and mental workers in the sphere
of production and circulation. The wage earners-are
forced into selling their labour to the capitalists.

- This thesis of K. Marx, they claim, applies also ™ -

the definition of the notion of «worker> even in the
socialist society. In fact, K. Marx did not indend
this thesis to define the mgmflcance of the notion of

Tn give credibilily to their views, the 1epresen— ;

;

«worker» in the capitalist society, but to discover -

the mechanism of the creation of surplus value dnd
capital. From the class angle, K. Marx regards the
intelligentsia as a separate social siratum, which, un-
der all orders, serves the class in power, and not

4s a group within the ranks of the working class.”

The segond group of revisionist ideologists de-
fends and propagates the thesis thatl in as much as in

the socialist order there arc ne such social classes .

that one should appropriate the labour of the other,
vonsequently it is impossible to speak of the existence
of 'classes and class struggle.

First of all, it is nccessary here to siress that

in the Soviet Union and the other revisionist cour-<

tries (though much is spoken and wrilien about the
obliteration of classes and exploitation of man by
mman). in faet, capitalism has been re-established and
is being consolidated and socialism is out of guestion..
The exploitation of the working closs, the peasantry.
and the other masses of the working people by the.
revisionist bourgeoisie is growing duy by dawy in most.
different ways end forms. As well as this, the diffe-

atL




.deepened.

On the one hand the working ciass is continually
growing with people from the cities and the coun-
try. In the Soviet Union in 1939, the working class

pulation. In 1958 it reached closc to a half, or 49.5

people in work relations. At the same time, the new
its'runks being comprised of bureaucratic elements

of the armymen, the aristoeracy of the working class,

- this new exploiting class, -which ix muedsingly ac-
- of workers and peasants, are growing ever . more

visionist suciclogists about the obliteration of ex-

withstand the trial of practice. -
They arce equally anti-scientific in theorv too.

{ - - and utilize them with ulterior tendencmus aims.
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" rentiaton and polarization of the classes is also being

S

v represented 1/3 or 33.5 per eent of the working pok-

per cent, while the figures for 1971 show that the
workjng class represented about 53 per cent of the .

bourgeoisie is also growing in strength and numbers,
of the party and the state, technocrals, and the caste
. and others. The antagonistic contradictions, betwegen:
LTI quiring the features of the hourgeoisie, and the mass’ :
©acute. In these conditions, the «lheories~' of the re-= .‘

ploitation of man by man and the liquidation of clas- §
ses in the countries where ihey are in power cannot 3

~'In order to support their hostile views, the revisio- .J
nists refer to the known thesis of Lenin that «so- y
clalism is the liquidation of classes-. According to 3
the revisionists, as soon as exploitation of mun by 4
man is eliminatéd and the economic basis of socia- 3
lism is built, the classes and the class struggle auto- §
-matically cease to exist. IL is not difficult to under-
stand that the revisionists distort the Leninist theses

“When Lenin says, «socialism is the liqui&ation- of
classes», he means the exploiting classes but not
classes in general. Marxism-Leninism teaches us lthat

to build the classless communist socicety, it is not su- .
fficient -to eliminate only exploitation of man by °

man, but all the members of the society must be pla-
ced on an equal footing regarding the means of pro-

duction and the appropriation of material and cultu- -

ral values, the essential difference hetween workers,
peasants, and the intelligentsia, as regards the social
organization of labour, the amount of income and the
way il is procured, the mode of living, their outlook,
their psychology, cte., must be overcome.

All these revisionist distortions are intended to -

juslify the reliance of the revisionists on the bure-
aucratic and technocratic elemenis and on the aristo-
cracy of the working class, as well as on the mili-
tary caste, which constitute the social and class foun-
dation of the revisionist partics and their bourgeois
dictatarships, in order to enable them to explait and
oppress the working class. In his stern criticism and
exposure of these anti-Marxist views, comrade
Enver Hoxha says: «. ..
the society are the working class, the cooperativists,
We must never forget this, otherwise, we involunta-
rily create the erroneous idea that these are created

by the intelligentsia alone, a «new class», as is the- :

case of the Soviet Union and of all the other ceun-
trics where the revisionists make the law»l

All these reveal clearly the great importance
of the uncompromising struggle that our Parly and

1) Enver Hoxhd. Speecnes 1969-70, p. 313,

the basis of production for .-

i
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comrade Enver Hoxha are waging over these pro-
blems against modern revisionism in defence and
for the affirmation of the Marxist-Leninist; teachings,

in general, and of the Marxist-Leninist thesis on tha
leading role of the working class guided by ifs party,
“for the successful carrying out of the revolution and
' the construction of socialism, in particular.
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All state power in the People’s Socialist
Republic of Albania derives from and
belongs to the working people.

The working class, the cooperativist
peasantry and the other working people
exercise their state power through the
representative organs as well as directly.

The representative organs are the Peo-
ple’s Assembly and the people’s councils.

No one else apart from the organs
expressly defined in this Constitution can
exercise the sovereignty of the people and
any of its attributes in the name of the
People’s Socialist Republic of Albania
(Article 5 of the Constitution of the Peo-
ple’s Socialist Republic of Albania).
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