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EDIVORIAL NOWES

On October 29, the day Rekayi Tangwena gave the edited interview
printed on pages 2-3 of this issue, armed Rhodesian fascist troops invaded
the Tangwena kroal near Inyange, burning homes, destroying property and
confiscating cattle in a bid to evict the Tangwena peasants from tle land
that has been theirs for many centuries. It has becen the policy of the
various white fascist rulers of Dhodesia since the 1890 occupation of
Zimbebwe to force .fricans off their land and pauperise the pecsants into
cheap labourers for the white mining cnd farming barons. It was on the
basis of this land.--grabbing policy that the land of the Tangwend peasants
wos first decltied’ ‘Turopean’ ond then'sold' to the Homner brothers who
wonted it for their ranching business and for purcly gpeculative purposcs.
The owner of the lznd, the Tangwena pe-.sants, were immediately declarcd
'sguatters' and ordcred to leave. They recfused and have for the past few
years fougut the fascist regime fierccly.

Dut until rccently, the Tangwena peasants fought almost single-handedly,
with little or no active support froﬁ ctier areas of the country, Vith
the introduction of the 1969 Land Tenure Act, under which hundreds of

thousands of pecsants throughkout the country hove been or are threatened

witl eviction on the grounds thcot they are occupying 'European lond',
peasoents from 21l over the country have joined the resistance wmovement and
the result hos been the emergence of a most significant political force in
the Zimbabwe liberation struggle.

From Inyanga, where the Tangwena peasants live, the rcsistonce has
spread to Mutemo DRescrve in the Chipinga aread where foscist troops were
uscd last August to suppress 2 peasant rebellion, Here the local District
Commiseion had to usc such desperat. methods 2s ordering the arrest of a
whole district en mnsse in the hone thdt' this would intimidate the people.
Vvhen the peasants refused to pay fines the DC ron mad ond ordcred armed
police into the villages to round up any cottle in sight. Thesc werc sold
to white ranchers at nominal prices and the money thus '‘raised' was kept
by the DC as fines for the imprisoned peasants. is we are writing, thc
resistance 2t Inyonga and Chipinga is being joined by many people in near-
by districts. The Tangwen2a people have taoken to the mountains to continue
the struggle undcr very trying circumstances.

Farther Uest in the Yedza, Mondoro and Eunyani(Chilimanzi) districts,

le peasants resistcnce has cought on., The situation, 2as our correspondent
pointedly observes,'indicates that the African is nearing the point at which

he con only stand and say,'enough'l,
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Cur immediate task as revolutionaries is to organise more effectively
and give & nationel dimension to the otherwise localised and unco-ordinated
struggle taking place all over rural Zimbabwe. For as long os tliese resistence
struggles are given no clear molitical direction and revolutionary leadership,

the enemy will easily suppress them -~ one ofter the other.
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TANGWENA TICHTS ON

“UESTION; What is the situaxtion 2ot tle present time?

"hat are t'ic feelings of your people”

TANG.ENA: Ve are angry cbout what is happening. This land is ours, and

nov they say it does not belong to /fricans. They erected beacons 2nd

arrestcd the people. They hit 2 pregnant woman, She is still in hospitol

up till now. They crrested the people ond imposed heavy prison sentences.

The people are not afraid of going to jail. They ordered peoplc to Iollow

the orders of the District Commissioncr; but we will discuss nothing with

the DC. As 2 result the DC decided today (October 29) to round up all our

cattle in order to force us to move out of our land. e will not go aaywhere.
The governuent will have to build 2 jail large cnough to take all the

people. Ve won't go to Cende. We wont our property back on this land. It

is the wuropeans :dic came to disturb us, to dectroy our property, to

deprive us of the wealth of our land. This is unforgiveable. These cattle

they are toking cwey .... they trying to provoke us so they con shoot us with

their guns, becausce we cre defenceless.

QUESTION: low nmuch of your resistance is a matter of principle?

TAIGUENIA: Vhen one buys 2 coat he does not proceed to give it away. This

is our lond, our hoac, our heritage. We won't take bribes. lle were herc

long before the Turopears invaded the ~ontinent.

CULSTION: Zow are the African peoplc responding to your activities?

t/hat of the chiefs -~ are they stooges or sellouts?

TANGUEN:: I don't know. /11 I know is we arc fizhting for our rights.

~8 a matter of fact I doubt they are chiefs. Smith may claim they are, but

we rcfer to them o5 thieves and wolves.

QU STION: Uhat obout the education of the children who are being evictied

from their land and forced to 5o elsewhere?
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TANGWENs: If the scliool which exists for the T-ngwenz people is closcd
gestroyed, then the children will have to remain 'uneducaged'. We don't

care for education of the children in this country who have been to

school, the vist are jobless. Some of them have to stealfto survive, '‘hy

then should they be educated®

QUESTION: Last ycar when you spoke at the University(of Rhodesia) y~u

worned .African students of the danger of losing touch with the masses and

their couse. How do you see this donger now?

TANGIENu: The cducated young behave stupidly. We arc daily kicked with
the boots of some of the so-czlled educated young people .... the block
policenen, the C.I.Ds 2nd other collcborators. Is this the purpose of their

education -~ to help oppress the people?

QUESTION: What in your —.e: -3 tle iticzl role played by the District
Commissioners?

TANIGULNL: They 2re oppressors. They hate ifricans and favour people of

their own colour. They are racists.
CUBSTICH: ire you o politician, or do you regard yoursclf as such.

everything good beclongs to them; Good and fertile land they want for

T.NGIENA: Iom not a politicion.I simply want my rights., These Europeans-

themselves, and tiie ..fricons are driven to the riountains.

QUES1ION: The World Council of Ckurches has rucently decided to aid the
Liberation jiovenents in Southern iAfrica. In 2 scnse this inplies
endorscment of violent change in societies where inhustice is the order
of the day. Do you ave any corments?

T.NGUEN.L: We soy these are good people who act with courzge.

QU.STION: Given the specizl injustice of the situation in the country, do
you sce at the moment any alternative to violent change?

TLRGEHL:  Fighting ends suffering.

U.l: Do you scve the eviction anéd resettlenment of thousands of

Jfricans in the rur-l arezss as being a vitol factor in the develepnent

of ..fricaon resistonce in this country?

T.NGUENLA: This question merits serious discussion. If we ignorc it we shall
find that we have ecome no more than oxen to pull wagons with ropees tied
around our nccks. These Doers will lead us by the halter. Tthis is the truth..
.. This skin which God gove us makes it difficult for us in this society;
had he given us a pink skin we would have the guns 2nd may be this country
wouléd Dbe¢ better than it is today. There would be no provocation.
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"LOVELY FOR DBULLIES"

There are thrce Rhodesias, each in its own way unatractive - cxcept
to those in power. There are the arid Tribal Trust Londs where chicfs
ond headmen sweetened by Government pay and handouts nmointain a
traditional authority over pco—le whgynot recognise their real opprcEsors.
There are the great ranches and crchards of the Eurojeans faormers. (nd
trere is Salisbury, wiere the derisive toast of opulent pinkies is
'sanctions are biting' and where the citizens strive to waintain o facade
of respectibility, like a Vimblcdon housewife running a racket.

Dovn near tle dom, a stronger from another tribe and anothier plocc
kept asking the Africon children playing there odd questions about “last
year's gordens'. lLie was pocking 2 stick into the ground among the vegetables.
The ciiildren ron to the missicn scheool. The noster gathered a snall arnmy of
older boys and surrounded the stranger at the dam, fought him ficrcely and
carried him off to the headncn,

The heodman had sent a uessage to my nine,reporting the capture of a
suspected CT+ local -nolice verndcular for o Communist Terrorist. ‘le went
to the don and hel-cd by operative informers, feund the arms ond cowiunition
of good lussion ircke buried in '"last yeor's garden" - a vanished londnark.
Dlissfully unaware of their real oppressors, it was loc2l africans vho
had yrevented tliesce licht automatics from being usced against the Snith regime
which c>uld not survive for another month without the unwitting support
of tiosc who are mockingly colled'the indigencus', They took the str-nger
to Chief Chisunge because he ic the ultimate tribal authority. These
governiicnt sfooges enjoy mony rerks besides the£50 2 nonth they are 2id -
2 landrover, o sbortgun licence and o blind eye turncd to vhat they con
nillt from the tribe.

Chitsunge wos one of nony who have been sent 2t Government cxpensc
on flattering trips abroad., Loach time I visitced his kraal - not the mnud-
and pole hut nost of his people inhabit but a western style house with an
excellent water supply - I had te sit through his 16mm filn of Iong Long,
Singzapore and Japan., f4And e-ch tine I took gifts of beer, tobacco or a
torch., TFor without the chief's blessing I could get no labour for ny nine
or :vie te keep the labour I head.

Lven so, Chitsunge is reosoconably just, where nany cof the chiefs are
rogues vhosce failings escape official notice because they keep the Dictrict

Connissioner hapyy cbout security in the tribk2l areas,
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“ut, neanwhile, South Lfrican influence 1s greving in Rhodesiz cn
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this is building up antipathy anong the 'indegenous'. I hove spcken to
mony policcien out on FATU(lolice .nti-Terrorist Unit) raztrol, for whon
the mines are logiczl camping places in the Trust Lands. These patrols
cre carried cut on focot and ezch losts about 2 week, mainly in the
Northern borderlond.

The Rhodesian policeren I met really cre British - dedicated,
effic+ At ond stroightforwerd, though they don't fully understznd the
the inplications of their work. Gathering infermotion cbout 211 stron_ers
in the Trust Londs, they flatter the Chiefs ond re scrurulously correct
in their dealings with the 'indigenous'. But the South .ufricca peolice
who zo on T 1U patrols cre different. Generzlly specking they mnke no
attenpt to conceal their contempt for the '"bloody Koffir" and for this
lack of - -sory tact are often conderncd as 'thick Dutchmen' by their
Rhodesizan comrades. Indeed, it was beczausc Scuth wfricons in the Victorico
Falls zrc¢a - where they ore stationed in force - h:d stirred up such
hostility 2mong the loc:l "Kaffirs" that when the airport there w-os
attocked by .frican insurgents this year, the »olice were given no worning
by the locals.

Policc zpeort, few peorle from Sallsbury ever go into the Trust Londs
- cxcept to lock fer semi-precicus stones or to pooch gome. Doing so is
consider.d cccentric, c¢ven reprehensible. But you can drive there, first
along the wcll-snrfoced roads thot run through the European farmlonds, whe
where the fertile volleys are green 2nd hundreds of irrigation sprays
decorate the landscape as with piazza fountains. It is easy here to belicve
in Yabundant Khcdesia ... God's own country ... the Texas of .ifrical,

Dut go onother tenand thire, beyend 2 narrow bridge, 2 sign says:
No entry. Uzuubco Trib22 L-nd. Permission to procced beycnd this
point rust be obtoined from the District Conmissioner at Mrewa', 'ith or
withcut tle DC's permission  7ou will not be 2ble to roceed 2t nore than
10 m.p.h. beczuce the roazd has become =2 trock, narrow, stony and rutted.
Detween hills too rugped for grazing, the ritiful ocreage along the flood
plain of the river is 211 cultivoted.

Gorie of the nore enlightened or rore desierate DCs hope thot scheries
to encourage light industries in the Trust L-nds will come to fruition., out
ncne of tiem will believe thot cdequate 2gricultural rclief will cone,
certoinly not for .frican fzrmers. u4l1l the ncney ovailable nust be used
to subsidise tle poor, desper-te tobacco barons, who refuse to diversify

in 2 world changed by sancticns,
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In the Buropean farml-nds lie the grect * ranches of Liebiz and
lluanctsi, the orcharés of Inyanga, the Scbi-Linpopo irrigaticon and the
mighty schenes for development of the lowveld., /hat o gloricus sitvation
for the pink farmers. He is ruled by a former's government - firnly
entrenched, rich, autocratic, openhcond to the blue-eyed few.

llere the foriicrs enjoy = nognificent climcote, with zdoquate water
clweys punped in the right dircections., Here the best of 2r2ble lond is
already sccured cnd - best gift of 2ll- there is an inexhaustible supply
of ccupliant labour with not 2 Wilberforce in sight,

In this idyllic pink wvorld, there is no pretence of multiracialisao,
Here the ..friccns noy build their own huts of mud and poles - downwind
of coursc. For the rewzrd of their l-bour they get 2 bog of mealie-zcl
a week znd two shillings 2 day. Even these warges are readily recovercd by
building & store and "buer-hall on the form.

Salisbury is the Third Thedesia, where the moster live 2nd rlay. To the
purblind, this is thic bezutiful face of the nztion .- ploeid, elegant
perfection itself., Yut why is the place so full of doubts? Of course wc
feel perfectly sccure in our wide :nd l.zndsone strects - so why do we lead
the world in boozc¢ consurpticn chd in the destruction of family lifc., .ad
whotever the journclist may sy, we trully are wmultiracizal- thoupgh we do
have trcuble finding jobs for 80 ..frican(university ) graduates o yeor
and vi¢ do rather rescnt thosce pushy .sisn typist who want the scme wages.

Those terribly embarrassing whores in Manicz2 road have noiniang to do
with us, so pleasc don't c2ll then .nglo-..friccns., and it's cortzinly not
a joke to say:'Thonlk God they don't put up signs saying:"'Right of .duission
Reserved'!, Striving to nointoin - respectable foc2de, Sclisbury rears its
own wall, not only against intrusive black people, but 2lso = ainst the
pocrer pinkies, those whoe arce not in with the big boys ot the top who now
control cverything.

.. miner fricnd of mine worked h-ord in the 2alien bush for eitht niserable
nenths. Only alcchol and ontirism kept lim geing., Dut in the end his truck
was full of scleabic miner-l concentrate, iiith just encugh petrol 2nd water
to reach Salisbury, he drove off happily clong the rocky tracks of the
Trust Land: and then 2long the tar, that is the mark of 'civiliscd!f
Rhodesic.

Seven niles from the end of his journey he was flagged down. His
truck, wiich could not be foultered mocheonicolly, for in the bush o

ZIMB.BWL NIW5, "3iCEILLR, 1970,
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vehicle 1ust ve reliavle, was condenned as an “cyesore', unsuitable for
Salisbury, To the police, it wos sioply 2 mine truck, without the insignia
of any big company on its side§,. drivem by 2 poor 'white' who pribable '
slept with "Zonbezi blodes' anyway.

S0 the truck znd itc load were impounded ~nd the niner who had
naturally got oggressive was offered no 1ift into town. By grovelling to
_uthority, we rescued his load some days loter. But it wos 2 couple of
weeks =nd 2 big bill later before the miner could fgo back to work. TFor
him there was no apyeal. Rhodesiz is 2 lovely rlace for bullies in authority

(E>*vocted from on article written for: the London "OBSLRVER", Iov. 8,170)
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Di.LOGUE OR LCETR.Y..L

Have you seen the Vorster Government's 1968,™ rerort on prisuns?

The re:ort from the horse's own mouth shows an alarmingly high degrec cf
cppression cnd repression of the 15 million black Scuth .fricans. 500,000
rersons (or one in every tiirty South .fricans) were imyrisoned in 1968/9;
187 babies were born im prison(Trhe Geneva Convention forbids the inprison-
ment of pregnant women);25,933 strokes were ~dministered =s corporal
punishment; 340 people cdied in prisen(that is, abcut one every dzy); -nd
84 people were honged in the s2me reriod, mzinly fer political offences.
If cne included tlie many .frican leaders and revoluticnzry militants -
among them Nelscn hondela,liangzliso Sobukwe etc - the r.ccrd that encrges
is 2 s.rdid ¢ne of violence, brutality, inhumanity 2nd crass cruclty
dirccted arcinst the ofricon pecrle.

Yt it is to the men ond women responsible for this criminal record
thot bourhet-Poigny of the Ivory Cozast and others like him are opvealing
for atdialopue’.,

Sone of theses sco-called ..friczn leaders have signed military pccts
with France, tleir former colonial m-cster, which has in turn set un o
special unit ¢f the French army to keep thesc purrets in power. f1his
specizl specitcl unit &f the French arny is now engaced in con attempt to
suppress the popular struggle cf the people of the Chad Republic against
neo-colonialgsn. How these puppets want a2 ‘dialogue' with ocur cppressors
in order to w*ite-wash tlieir French moster's lucrative(Z200 million in

the last ten years) arms trode with Pretoria.

iouphet-Foigny, Bongo, Tsiranzna and company hove tied their
ZIMD.BWE NEUS,DECEIRLER, 1970.




¢
cconcriies to the nctivnzl ecoenomycf France. The richk cocoa and pzlm oil
products tle peasants of the Iv.ry Cozst, the minerzls of Gzabon, znd the
znin2l cnd 2gricultural preducts of lalagosy 2re sold teo France under o
neo-colonicl treaty signed 2t Yoonde in 1963 -nd recently renewced. The
former colonies izve remained 2 vast market for French [ ods znd o scurce
of raw uatericls for its monufacturing industries. This neo-cclonial
relaticnship in the nilitory and eccnonmic fields explzains the anxiety of
Houphcet- cigny and those of his like to support France znd its trading
partners like fouth ..frica. The proposals of 2 dialogue are no ueore than
on 2ttempt to z2dvance the frontiers of neo-colonialisn znd to c.moufloge
French ihpericliearn.

Other non-TFroncophone puppets like Karmuzu 3anda, Leabua Jonatian of
Lesotho have guickely cchoed llcuphet-Boigny's c¢:11 for surrender bucause
they 2re directly under South .frica's orbit. Lecbu~ Jonathan was rejected
by Lis own pecrle 2t the genercl elections held last year. Both e ~nd
Danda cannot balance their budgets without official handouts from Dritain
ond Iretoria and what is cven riore sipgnificant, the woages sent boek to
fielawi 2nd wescthio by labeurers recruited by Dandz cond Jonathon for Scuth
!frican gold -incs.

Forward-looking ..frican stotes hive joined in roundly ccademn2ation
of the idea of o dialegue ond 2 surmit with racist oprrressers, pointing
out thet this hes been tried before without success. The ..,18,C. of South
sfrica invitcgu%hcsc rocist Doers to 2 notioncl coaventicn three times in
the 1950s with/success. Instead their leaders were thrown into jail.
bunerous U.H, resolutions hove fallen on deaf enrs, and the 1969 ‘Lusako
Monifesto! was turned down with derision,

Significontly, the c2ll for a diclogue is nade by those puprets who
have never agreed to sup ort the 0....U's .frica Liberation Cormittee ond

hise whe f2il to understond the n~ture of the antogonistic sscicl forces
at work in Southcrn _frico, Systematic change hos never come about cs 2
result of 'diclogue’ unless the 'chonge' desired is the sort they have in
Holawi and !'Franchorhone' ..friczs where rich Tlacks and rich vhites gang-up
agzinst black peasants and workers under cartolism or ‘rrivate enterprise't,
Ferbop fouphet-Doipny m his supporters envisage from their dinlogue with
the raciste an arrangement under whick bLlzck stooges in Southern .. frica will
evolve into 'En lish' pentler¢n as blocks in certczin parts of ..frico have
been turncd into proud' Frenchmen',

ZIMB.BVE NZIS, DECENDUR, 1970,
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Progressive ..fric-n lecders should hive no illusicn zbout the forces ot
work in Southern ..friczi The British want to arm Preteoria fellowin: the
lead cof France, 2nd the United States Gowernrent has already Zgrecd to
sell certzin minds of a2ircrzft to South .frica, i giving scerios thought
to the sugpestiion for ¢ Scuth utlontie Trecty Organisaticn bascd on
Scuth ..frica as an extention of EJTO. These "lestern innerialist powere
are deteriined to zrm Scuth ..frica to the teeth znd help it to dcfend
inpericlist intercsts - econonmic, political =.nd strategic. They cre brazenly
using scme ..frican states tc promote o fovourable climote towzrds the
racist/copitalist regines of Southern ..frica in order tc pave the w:;pthcir
designs to proteet and succour them. If the louphet Doigny sell-out proposcal
were original, it would hove been nade ot the time of the O...U, Sunrit
in ..Adis or at tbhe¢ rocent Nen-.ligned tumntit in Luscoka.

~uest in obdjan?

Vorster may z2lrendy be frezning of the vrospect f beins a gucest in
Louphet-2oi ney*s lururicus ralace in wbidjon, but progressive ..frica nust
insist on hoving no 'dizlosue! with zany one in secuth frica vxcepl the true
revoluti nary rooresontotives of the peeple therc, Mangaliso Sobukwe ond
Nelson liondele.

4 st =4t 2S hd e rhL S
LONG LVIE THE REPUBLIC CF GUINE.

The chocli news of the invasion‘of the Republic of Cuinea by lurcpeon
2nd 'nigper! nercenaries reached wgg our November i-sue hod gone to the
rress. ..s of this writing the masses of the Cuincan people under the
leadership «f Selou Tourc have resclutely rallied behind the resistance
and irperinlist -organised murcencries were either in captivity or dead.
.11 senuine cati-ioperialists -nd revoluticnaries in ..frica must learn fron
the Guinean cxrericnce.

It wos only two years 2o that the same irpericlist killers now
attenpting to «v rthrow the Suincan reorle were coupght in the Congo and
derorted - 2live in what wust surely be one of the most naive deals ..frican
dirlomacy has ever acconrlished. ..fter years of murder, plunder and rope in
the Coago these merconcries who shiouled have been tricd for murder and put
before firing scuad, were frecd on yarer ascurances of their internction:l
irperialist cmployers thet they would never o2gnin be permitted to coue back
te frica.

ZIMB.BWE NLWS, DbuCL: DR, 1670,
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It is the hope of the whole ufircan peorle that never ogain nust
these foreipgn criminals be 2llowed to leave this continent 2live. Vhy
should we be keen to prove our humcnity where our people are being nurdered,
raped and rplundered by inperialist agents?

inother important point: It is a shane that after so nany years of
the 0..,U,, .frica should still be unable swiftly to organise 2 joint
force in 2id of 2 sister state whose territory has been invaded Ly foreign
agents., iy should Guinea have to ask for assistance of tlhe imperialist
-dominated U.ll., when the armies of ..fricc are idling? It is surcly high
time the .fricon people orpgonised themselves into o strong revolutionary
force copotle of csaisting effectively any rart of the continent that
may foll yprey to imperialist zpgression, For,what has happrened to Guinca
could be repeatcd elsehwere, unless the imperialésts cre shown that we
ifricans 2re capable of 2 little more that emrty talk.

Finally, we nust salute the peorle of Cuinex and their leaders for
having proved to 211 of us thot it tokes both orgonisation and revolution-

ary militance to win oand rafeguard independence 2nd freedom

AT k23 b bk r R RS R ERFTRAR TR AR %

"The noin reason why our rivals ZLNU are gradually gaining ground in
the struggle for pover in on indepcendent Zimbabwe is their discerning
choisc of impartizl, loyzl, strong 2nd disinterested 2llics. They hove
chosen friends who have nade o greater contribution to nationcl liberation
and social emancipaticn of the working masses of «frica, .sia and Latin

-nerice, v eesess Isihlonpu Szabantu by ZAPU LAfrican Students Union.
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