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FOREWORD

The Sunday Times of November 23, 1969 contains
two inleresting articles the first is written by David
Leitch a Sunday Times reporter who has been visiting Israel

regularly since 1963 and who is an ardent sympathiser of
that country.

The second is the paper's editorial on events in the
Middle East and Vietnam.

Though we may not entirely agree with some of Mr.
Leitcl’s descriptions — in the interest of objectivily

we still publish the whole article verbatim and

without
comment.

U.A.R. State Information Service



I believe that th: duty of a Jew now, not only as a
human being but as a Jew is to rise as a witness and
be a witness against the things being committed in the
name of Israel, not only because they are wrong but
because they threaten the honour of the Fewish people.”

On October 28, The Times published an  article
by its foreign editor, E.C.. Hodgkin, which was
headlined : “Grim reports of repression from Israel-
occupied lands.” Tt described how Arabs in the
territories which Isracl conquered in 1967 were “heing
persecuted into a new diaspora by the armics and
people of Israel.” The article caused an international
furore. Many instances of repression reported in it
have been strenuously denied by the Isracli authorities.

The editorial operations of The Sunday Times
are quite independent of those of The Times. And
it so happens that more than a week before The
Times’s article appeared, the Sunday Times had
been entirely separately approached by an Isracli
citizen with a disturbing account of conditions in one
of the Isracl-administercd territories the Gaza
Strip. It comes from a long and detailed statement
which he gave us and to which he swore on oath.

The reporter who was chosen to check our
iformant’s statement was DAVID LEITCH. He
has been visiting Israel at intervals since 1963, and
has a deep sympathy and affection for the country and
its people. Now here is his report.

“The Sunday Times” November 23, 1969



only as a human being but as & Jew is to rise as & witness and be & WALNESS
against the things being committed in the name of Isra¢l, not only
because they ere wrong but because they threaten the honour of the
Jewish people,

RN
tnis  week, ON OCTOBER 28, The Times published appeared, the Sunday Times had heen wars He is a highly edu

an article by its foreign editor, E. C. entirely separately approached by amp @3n. and indeed one of
machines—is  gogukin, which was headlined: * Grim  Isracli citizen with a disturbing accnun! f',':"ﬂ:‘u‘fi' vlor:mlm‘
reports of repression from Isracloccupied  of conditions In one of the Israel-

lands.
territories which Isracl conquered in 14

r 1 himsell. who have told m.
It described how Arabs in the  administered territories—the Gaza Strip. swmilar stories. Finaily, th

7 The spirit in which he came to us is sug- :l'“.l-:huihu shm:lfv be -
were *being persceuted into a mew  gested by the sentence quoted above. It (5 UPUKe the masorily of)
he 1+ anti-Communist, has

i their shirt m,..ul diaspora by the armics and people of  comes from a long and detailed statement
renade boys usually harm Israel.” The article caused an inter-  which he gave us and to which he swore
of their compatriots than pagjonal furore. Many instances of repres- — on oath.

s 13'.‘;’{,,,""‘,',';’ e;:’;;’:“:;‘: sion reported ‘in it have been strenuously The reporter who was chosen to check *yjor of the

inefficient—as well as the denled by the Israeli authoritics. our informant’s statement was DAVID conclusive 11

pest—hired guns of modern The editorial operations of the Sunday  LEITCH. He has been visiting Israel at feast, establish o ma

Times are quite independent of those of  intervals since 1963, and has a deep €itse for some kind “ “ !

. _thelr maladroit The Times. And it so happe sympathy and affection for the country it \udiy, AOICE
euvees vave achleved sSSM® than a week before The Times's article  and its people Now here is his report. "

‘ments, which deal wi
under detention in Israel
mlo much the same ¢

smemcnh and court transc

have selected four exa
which are. in various
typical

t would be possible,
time, to add about 40 mor¢
the following are in them:
sufficient to warrant an inc
These examples all invalve

ounts to torture

or historical reasans
dg nat require emphasis 1
a subject which is highly
tive in Israel. It 1s ha
1 2 belleve that a zovernment |
Gy umiformed schon” oo : » ! op all l\m.hl of huma:e i
el 3 S : - 1S preparcd o make
scurriedipast thie 4 2 s melhods an nstrunfent of p
Are the alie ations true o

n, the evidence
3 _ . ablé 15 enough in lisell 1
an’ 50,000 ¢ . . great concer,
lerratitis, by mesns o : . - The evndence of
12s. 84 hired boys, . > - . 5 5
ntly achieved their : : = - - Lutfieh El Houari
USIERS, 5 I "Curfew time un the Gaza Strip and Arabs are rounded up Iur w.mhmg THE FIRST statement «

from a woman an, 5}1
said. a dumned tough one

oy
easiest 10 contirm Seve
THey 1s 25 neutral health waixer | e 1s of
with cortain 3rea sald that ihey terronis en ere accurate  are  these
Thev say next summer, 3¢en this happe ; st ine the ounts? And do the events
Divan plan har elor. long as they were e ! on of h describe result from oftcial
terrorists. eou v Y2 e first question
terrorst. ild be h

unul thewr legs were

e chataes apainst ot
numeraus being 4 menih
unlawful orzan:

sperately

me similar
eks, but
Nasser could not
witnesses. The.
details They w
by [ own
Altercd throu
and evidently b
On the other h
» o't~5|ural man—he
e




EYE - WITNESS IN GAZA

In Gaza this week, the market price lor grenade
throwers  — men not machines is five Isracli
pounds, or 12s. 6d. At this cut-price wage they function
more days than not. Also more days than not, the
Israeli troops pick them up, their unspent wages still
stuffed in their shirt fronts. The grenade boys usually
harm more of their compatriots than Israclis. They
have cstablished a strong claim to being the most
inefficient — as well as the cheapest — hired guns
of modern times.

Even so, their maladroit manauvres have
achieved something, perhaps even their masters’ aim.
In this they have been abetted by Major-General
Moshe Dayan. His policy of “collective punishment,”
or let us call it reprisal, for that is what he means,
has driven the uncommitted among the Arabs in
Israel - and they did once exist — into the arms of
the 100 per cent, all-or-nothing haters. Between them
they have turned this place, which at best was an
unlovely armpit of the Middle East, into a city as
menacing and as terrified as Saigon after the Tet
offensive.



Here, indifferent Israeli conscripts were  shooting
at heads moving in the windows in the street of
Omar El Mukhtar. Here. when there was a bane,
groups of tiny uniformed schoolgirls scurried past the
town hall like so many terrorised black rabbits,
Private houses were destroyed 1o encourage the others.
and the biggest high school was closed to make an
army camp. Effectively, this Arab town of more than
60,000 was under siege.

The terrorists, by means of their 12s. 6d. hired
boys, have cvidently achieved their aim - ro alienate
the population and their occupiers. There are  con-
sequently Israeli officers there who adduce all Gaza’s
ills to terrorism. They talk of “last sunumer™ with a
certain lyricism. They say next summer, once the
Dayan plan has climinated the terrorists, could  be
as happy.

But was last summer so good ? One obscrver, and
he was there before terrorism  was making  yvoung
soldiers trigger-happy, found conditions unaceeptable
even then. Tt is reasonable 10 ask whether what is
lappening now is a product of what was done then.

He is an observer worth listening 1o because.
apart from anything else, he is an Isracli, by education
and by temperament even a Zionist. This is what he
found.

The first thing was hunger. During his period
of reserve duty on the Gaza Strip, which he described



later as “the most horrific three weeks of my life”
he was approached by Arab children who were happy
o work all day, he says, for leftovers from soldiers’
plates, or cven waste food which the Israeli army
dumps in plastic bags.

During his service he visited two hospitals where
parents, usually mothers, were, according to the staff.
in the habit of stealing food from the meals served
up to their sick children.

This was one of his milder allegations, and one
of the casiest to confirm. Several neutral health workers
in the area said that they had often seen this happen.
Indeed, as long as they were assured their names would

not be cited they said they had come to find it quite
normal.

Moshe Dayan, Israel’s famous Defence Minister,
said himself last spring in a recorded interview that
hunger conditions in some parts of the Gaza Strip
were unacceptable, and bad for Israeli prestige in
the world. But there is no source, apart from this
unofficial one, for the method which occupying forces

are reported to have used last summer against the
uccupicd.

He saw, and heard from fellow soldiers, how the
authorities treated Gaza Arabs, months before Israeli
officials began to talk about “environmental, or
neighbourhood punishment.”
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The first approach involved arbitrary curfews of
the kind recently used as a reprisal against terrorism,
in the village of Beit Sahor, near Bethlehem, among
other places. The inhabitants are forbidden to leave
their  homes for almost the whole 24 hours; they
can go out to get food and water for perhaps two
hours a day. As Arab homes in Gaza are usually tiny,
have no sanitation or running water, and are some-
times shared with livestock, this is a severe punishment.

This witness says that such curfews were imposed
against small villages at random, even when there
had been no acts of terrorism. When there were
terrorist incidents in the area he claims the reaction
of his unit was “much tougher.”

In the tougher cases. the same  curfew rules
applied, but only the women were kept indoors.
The men were driven into the desert in trucks and
sometimes beaten up on the way. When they arrived
At an isolated spot they were divided according o
age into two groups. They were then forced to squat
on their haunches in the sun under guard for several
hours he savs for as long as eight hours at a time.

There were also harsher measures, which the
witness says were conmmon knowledge among soldiers
serving on the Strip this summer. but which he never
witnessed himself, [He says that during a coffec party
in his tent (the Israeli army is dry) half a dozen
soldiers told him the best way to combat terrorism



was ta bind suspects tightly with  electric wire on
arms and legs. and leave them in the sun.

These were not young soldiers telling tall stories.
he savs. but mature reservists chatting unemorionally.
without even much interest  which was the single
thing that made the deepest impression on him). He
also says they reported beating Arab men on the
shins with the butts of automatic weapons, some-
times until their leas were broken.

How accurate are these accounts ? And do the
events they describe result from official policy ? The
first question is desperately hard to answer. Many
Arabs around Gaza have told me similar stories in
the last weeks, but even President Nasser could not
call them good witnesses. They were vague on details.
They were carried away by their own rhetoric ‘even

filtered through an interpreter) and evidently biased.

Omn the other hand. an Arab professional man
he is under such pressure that T cannot even say
which profession gave a similar account. And this
was. also largely confirmed in the course ol a series of
extremely guarded  conversations with international
workers in the area. most of whom are concerned.

above all. to avoid offending the occupying authorities.
Morcover they arc frankly terrified that any
statement of theirs will be used to prevent them from

continuing all kinds of essential services.
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All of these witnesses. some of whom have spoken
at first hand. and others only through hearsay. must
he treated with some reserve. But the Israeli soldier,

I believe. is in a different category.

He is not only a Jew: he is a devoted onc. He
has served in the Israeli army during two wars. He is
a highly educated man, and indeed onc of some
distinction in his profession. He knows people, Israelis
like himself, who have told me very similar stories.
Finally, this witness, who, it should be said, is unlike
the majority of dissident sources in Tel Aviv in that
he is anti-Communist, has gonc so far as to swear a
detailed statement which is in the possession of The
Sunday Times.

The evidence is by no means conclusive. Tt does,
at the very least, establish a prima facie case for some
kind of independent inquiry. And it is not the only
evidence.

The next set ol statements, which deal with
Arabs under detention in Israel, fall into much the
same category. They have been obtained from both
Arab and Israeli lawyers and, via access to defendants’
statenments and court transcripts, [ have selected four
examples which are, in various ways, typical.

It would be possible, given time, to add about
40 more. But the following are in themselves sufficient
to warrant an inquiry. These examples all involve
what amounts to torture.

I



For historical reasons which do not require
emphasis this is a subject which is highly sensitive in
Isracl. Tt is hard to believe that a government based
on all kinds of humane ideals is prepared to make these
methods an instrument of policy. Are the allegations
true or not ? Again, it scems that only an independent
group could decide. But, again, the evidence avail-
able is enough in itself to cause great concern.

The evidence of Lutfieh El Houari

The first statement comes from a woman and, 1t
should be said, a damned tough one. She is called
Lutfieh El Houari, she is 25, and she was arrested in
August this year in Ramallah.

The charges against her were numerous : being
a member of an unlawful organisation and attempted
murder were the most serious.

According to her prosecutors, and their case has
not been contradicted with any conviction, on June
3, 1969 the second anniversary of the outbreak of
the Six-Day War - she and four girl-friends despatched
a bottle of poisoned whisky to some Palestinian Arabs
whom they regarded as collaborators.

She confessed to most of the charges against her,
but on November 4 before a military court in Ramal-
lah, her lawyer claimed that her statements had been
extracted through torture and fear. This is what she
says happened :
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She was taken to Beit Shemesh and interrogated
for 15 days. During this period she was kept in
solitary  confinement, with both wrists and [eet
handcufied. She says her interrogators, threatened her
with the same punishment that she had received a
vear carlier while under administrative arrest.

Then, she says, she was put in the same cell as
a group of Jewish prostitutes mostly from the Yemen.
I'hey attacked her and were encouraged to do so
by the guards. She claims that during her solitary
confinement she was prevented from using the lavatory,
which was particularly painful for her as she was
convalescing from an operation for appendicitis  at
the time of her arrest.

She also claims that police or soldiers she is noi
sure which) threatened that her house would be
blown up unless she conlessed. Eventually she did,
but the house was blown up anyway. Miss Houari
has given many more details of her alleged ill-treat-
ment to her lawyer, who has made an official protest,
so far without response.

The evidence of ichak Ali El Marari

Ichak Ali ¢l Marari was arrested on NMarch 7,
1969, in Jerusalem. After two months of interrogation,
during which he claimed he had no access either to
his wife or his lawyer, he was charged with being a
member of an illegal organisation. Interestingly,

13



though he is still in prison, the charges against him
were dropped on June 6. 1969.

He says, and I have seen his statement, that he
had been so maltreated during the interrogation
period, that the marks would have been visible in
court.

His story, which is similar to that of many others,
tells of being beaten on the hands with a strap, and
of being denied water and medical treatment until
he had made a full confession.

In his statement. which his lawyer sent on
September 15 this year so far without reaction
to Isracl’s Attorney-General, the Minister of Defence,
and the Minister responsible for police, he names a
police chiel’ inspector ‘he is called Marcus) who
directed the interrogation.

On the same date his lawyer, again to no effect,
requested an independent medical examination and
access to the prisoner’s medical files. These are prob-
ably casily available because, alter his interrogation,
Mr Marari was ireated in the prison hospital ai
Ramleh.

He says his most serious injury was a head wound,
and he also complains of defects in vision as a result
of his treatment during interrogation, and recurring
headaches.

His case is particularly interesting because,



unlike most detainces who allege torture, there seems
to be no convincing evidence, or indeed evidence of
any kind, that he was involved in terrorist activities.

He admits a connection with a nationalist front
organisation, but says he was only concerned with
aiding the families of people who had been arrested.
He may. of course, be lying, but unless there are
statements suggesting the contrary, to which I have
not had access, there appears to be no hard evidence
against him. This does not mean under the system of
administrative imprisonment which is now widely
used that there is anything to prevent his remaining
in prison for an indefinite period.

The evidence of Abhdullah Yusuf Oduan

Similarities can be found in the story of Mr
Abdullah  Yusuf Oduan. The allegations of torture
methods arc much the same, though he names three
different interrogators.

Mr Oduan is, I understand. a Communist Party
member, though this is not an offence in Israel, which
has two Communist partics with parliamentary
representation. By a nice international irony, he has
already served a long period in a Jordanian prison
for being a Communist.

He says the Israclis acquired his Jordanian files
when they occupied the West Bank, and picked him
up as a result. He also says that Israeli interrogators
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assured him they would do a much better which
in this context means more brutal - job than their
counterparts in the Hashemite kingdom. Through
his lawyer, on September 11 of this vear, he submit-
ted various allegations of ill-treatment to the relevant
authorities. By the middle of November, there had
been no response.

The evidence of Abdel Rahim Gaber

A fully paid-up 100 percent, terrorist, Abdel
Rahim Amin Gaber made similar allegations. He is
serving a life sentence for terrorist activities, including
planting a bowb at a bus station in Tel Aviv in 1968.
Presumably he knew the risk. and was prepared 1o
pay the price.

He claims to have served a longer period ol
solitary confinement than maost of the other prisoners
whose files T have secn.

But. if one can believe the statements prisoners
make. there is little distinction between the treatment
of an avowed terrovist. and a suspect. A lawyer. an
Israeli who handles many of these cases, says that
experience suggests 80 per cent, of the prisoners arc
tortured during interrogation il what they say is truc.

But is it ? Prisoners, Conmunist Party members,
men who have been picked up off the street after a
grenade has gone off, are clearly not the best witnesses
of their own expericnces. Unfortunately, given the
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present system, what thev say cannot be verified, or
contradicted.

Almost all allegations cover the period immedia-
tely after arrest. The suspect has not yet graduated
to the comparatively enviable status of prisoner
that is, someone detained inside an official Israel
prison with certain rights.

I have heard complaints about prison standards
but, compared with those levelled against police and
military intelligence during the interrogation period
after arrest, they are too trivial to he worth repeating.

The prevailing system makes it particularly hard
to check. The legal code which covers Arabs in the
occupied areas, and within Isracl as it existed before
the six-day war, is so superlatively illiberal that those
on the receiving end have alnost nothing on their
side. Anyone can be arrested, restricted 1o a4 certain
area and kept in prison for an indefinite period
without any charge. The authorities can give them
access to outsiders, or they cannot. Tt depends on
how they feel.

The system is disgraceful. For the British, who
feel moral indignation when brought face-to-face with
an approach apparently so alien, the only reaction
is outrage. It is, however, worth bearing in mind
that the British themselves are responsible for the
system.

It is based, very largely, on the 14 chapters and
170 articles of the 1945 Emergency Defence Laws
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which the British introduced under their mandate
to deal with Jewish terrorism. Stern though the
provisions werc. they failed. Passionately, though
Isracli jurists condemned them at the time as a
contradiction of the most fundamental principles of
justice, they have. with certain amendments, been
carefully preserved.

The best objective witnesses of what is going on
inside Israel’s detention centres are members of the
international committee of the Red Cross. For various
reasons, they cannot say what they believe is true.
one way or the other. II' they confirm bad stories they
provide Arab propaganda. If they deny them. the
Israelis will exploit their statements.

As Israel refuses to accept the provisions of the
Fourth Geneva Convention apply to the occupied
territories, Red Cross delegates have no access to the
police stations or detention centres where prisoners are
kept after arrest. Neither can they see prisoners-in
solitary confinement.

If their representatives decide torture charges are
justified-their criteria are physical marks on a prisoner-
they make a report. These reports are strictly secret.
Fhey are not published because they would prejudice
the job which Red Cross delegates, within strictly
defined limits, arc at present permitted to do.

Many observers believe that the Israelis, if they
wish to demonstrate the strength of their case, should
cither give the Red Cross more facilities, or let some
other unbiassed group look for themselves.
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Confronting the
world’'s conscience

WE DEVOTE MOST of these two pages today to
an examination of the war in Vietnam. On another
page we carry the result of a long inquiry into the
conduct of Israeli soldiers occupying the Gaza Strip.
Neither of these subjects makes palatable reading.

Both are concerned with the casualties of war, and
the inhumanities to which civilians are exposed by
an occupying Power. The situations are different in
many respects What Pinkville and Gaza have 1n
common, however, 1s that they are real occurrences
which cannot be overlooked as irrelevant minutiae
in a grand ideological conflict

The stories are published 1n a spirit of inquiry
rather than partiality. It 1s necessary to say this
because both the Middle East and Vietnam arouse
such intense opposing commitments that reporting
of either arena tends to be twisted by readers into
an expression of bias. Some pro-Israelis and some
pro-Americans find it difficult to read any relevant
material without seeing evidence of a hostile plot
against them. But we are neither anti-Israeli nor
anti-American. Still less do we publicise horror for
horror's sake. These are significant events which
need to be honestly confronted.
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