
Jerusalem 
" El Kuds Al Sharif 

" T h e R o c k o f F a i t h " 





J e r u s a l e m ' s i m p o r t a n c e a n d i t s p l a c e i n I s l a m 

''Glory be to H i m , who c a r r i e d H i s servant by night 
f r o m the H o l y Mosque to the F a r t h e s t Mosque, 
the precincts of which we have blessed, 
that we might show h i m some of O u r signs. 
H e is the A l l - h e a r i n g , the All-seeing." 

T h u s , i n t h e n a m e o f G o d , t h e M e r c i f u l , t h e C o m p a s s i o n a t e , d o e s t h e H o l y K o r a n 
r e f e r t o t h e m i r a c u l o u s j o u r n e y m a d e b y t h e P r o p h e t M o h a m m e d f r o m M e c c a t o 
J e r u s a l e m . H e p r a y e d t h e r e a n d r e c e i v e d d i v i n e i n s t r u c t i o n s a b o u t t h e f o r m s o f p r a y e r 
a n d o t h e r o b s e r v a n c e s . L a t e r h e i s r e p o r t e d b y h i s c o n t e m p o r a r i e s a s s a y i n g t h a t a f t e r 
t h e H o l y M o s q u e o f M e c c a , t h e m o s q u e a t J e r u s a l e m w a s t h e n e x t t o b e e s t a b l i s h e d . 

F r o m t h i s c a n b e s e e n i n e l e m e n t a l f o r m , t h e v a l u e a n d i m p o r t a n c e o f J e r u s a l e m , 
n o t o n l y t o A r a b s w h o l i v e w i t h i n A r a b i a a n d P a l e s t i n e b u t a l s o t o M o s l e m s a l l o v e r t h e 
w o r l d . M o h a m m e d w a s b o r n i n 5 7 1 A . D . i n S o u t h e r n A r a b i a . B y t h e t i m e h e w a s a 
m a t u r e m a n , h e h a d b e c o m e d i s i l l u s i o n e d w i t h t h e s o c i e t y w h i c h s u r r o u n d e d h i m — 
e v e n a s f a r n o r t h a s D a m a s c u s . L i k e o t h e r p r o p h e t s b e f o r e h i m , h e s a w h o p e f o r t h e 
f u t u r e o f t h e c o m m u n i t y o n l y i n a d i s c i p l i n e d l i f e , a n d b y r e c o g n i t i o n a n d w o r s h i p o f 
t h e o n e t r u e G o d b y i t s i n d i v i d u a l m e m b e r s . 

H e h a d s t a r t e d p r e a c h i n g i n 6 1 2 A . D . B e s e t b y e n e m i e s , s u f f e r i n g b i t t e r l y , h e s l o w l y 
g a i n e d s u p p o r t w h i l e v o w i n g t h a t h e w o u l d b r e a k d o w n t h e i d o l a t r y a r o u n d h i m i n 
d u e t i m e . A f t e r t e n y e a r s , h i s f o r t u n e s c h a n g e d a n d t h e t r i c k l e o f c o n v e r t s b e c a m e a 
f l o o d , a s m i l i t a r y v i c t o r i e s f o l l o w e d d i p l o m a t i c a d v a n c e s . H i s d e a t h i n 6 3 2 A . D . l e f t h i s 
f o l l o w e r s , m o s t o f w h o m w e r e p o o r a n d u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d , w i t h a n e w d i g n i t y . 

I s l a m w a s o n t h e m a r c h : b r i n g i n g w i t h i t s b e l i e f i n A l l a h , a p e r s o n a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , 
w e l f a r e f o r d e p e n d a n t s , a n d a c o d e o f s o c i a l j u s t i c e h i t h e r t o u n k n o w n i n A r a b i a . 
T h e s e , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e r i t u a l o f d a i l y p r a y e r s w e r e t o r e m a i n t h e b a s t i o n s o f t h e F a i t h , 
w h i c h M o h a m m e d h a d p r e a c h e d , u p t o t h e p r e s e n t d a y . 

F l u s h e d w i t h t h e s u c c e s s o f t h e i r c o n s o l i d a t i o n o f A r a b i a , i t w a s i n e v i t a b l e t h a t t h e 
A r a b s s h o u l d b e a t t r a c t e d t o t h e f e r t i l e a n d s t r a t e g i c l a n d s o f S y r i a a n d P a l e s t i n e . 
T h e e m p i r e s o f B y z a n t i u m a n d P e r s i a w e r e e x h a u s t e d b y l o n g a n d b i t t e r w a r s b e t w e e n 
t h e m s e l v e s , a n d i n 6 3 7 A . D . J e r u s a l e m w a s s u r r e n d e r e d t o t h e C a l i p h O m a r a n d 
C h r i s t i a n s a n d J e w s w e r e a l l o w e d t o r e m a i n . 



Jerusalem, the Holy City 



Omar built a wooden mosque to mark the place of Mohammed ' s arrival in 
Jerusalem during his night journey to Heaven from Mecca, and another mosque 
near to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre by which he had prayed. 

Omar laid down the principle of freedom of worship and established the rights of 
all communit ies in Jerusalem, which persisted th roughout the period of Moslem rule. 

"The Caliph proclaims protect ion to the people of Eilia (Jerusalem) and guaran
tees full security to their lives and proper ty , their churches and crosses, their sick 
and healthy and all their co-religionists. Their churches shall not be converted into 
dwellings, neither shall they be demolished nor their precincts or crosses violated. 
There shall be no compulsion in mat ters of religion and none shall be persecuted or 
discriminated agains t ." 

Abdul-Malik Ibn Marwan—"Pr ince of the Believers"—began the building of the 
Dome of the Rock in 685 A.D. , and finished it in 691 A .D. It is a shrine of infinite 
beauty and craftsmanship, bringing together under its golden dome a combinat ion of 
arts and materials, whose mixture would sound inconceivable, if the reality was not 
set out for all to see. The shrine is built over the place from which the miraculous 
ladder of light rose up to conduct M o h a m m e d to the Heavens. 

In 688 A.D. Abdul-Malik started the construct ion of the great mosque , Al Aqsa . 
incorporating within it the modest wooden building set up by Omar . It was finished 
by his son, Walid in 705 A .D. In passing, it is worth mentioning that it was 
during Walid's reign that the great Arab empire reached out to the Atlantic, as far east 
as China and north to the Black Sea; while Europe was sunk in its Dark Ages of 
economic and spiritual poverty. 

Each successive ruler embellished the buildings, added to them or erected 
shrines, pulpits and arcades within the Noble Sanctuary Al H a r a m al Sharif, and 
restored and reconstructed damage done by ear thquakes until 1097 A .D. when 
Jerusalem was captured by the Crusaders. 

After the liberation of Jerusalem in 1187 A . D . by Salah-ed-Din (Saladin), 
massive repairs were carried out and beautiful mosaics and inlays were fitted to the 
Dome of the Rock. He brought the superb cedar wood minbar from Aleppo, which 
Nur-Ed-Din had made in 1186 A . D . in anticipat ion of the restorat ion of Moslem 
authority in Jerusalem, and installed it in Al Aqsa mosque. 

There it remained until the Al Aqsa mosque was severely damaged by fire in August 
1969 A.D. 

With the incorporation of Jerusalem into the O t toman empire, Suleiman I I — " T h e 
Magnificent"—rebuilt the walls of the city and carried out extensive work in The 
Haram. Particularly fine were the elaborate tiles with which he decorated the outside 
of the Dome of the Rock, which were recently restored by the Jo rdan Government in 
1962. 

To the holy city of Jerusalem came pilgrims; students of theology; myst ics; 
philosophers and pious men—and women—of the Jewish and Christ ian faiths. Under 
Moslem rule, they enjoyed communa l au tonomy and freedom of worship. The 
liberation of the city by Salah-ed-Din brought a revival of these communit ies even 
while parts of Palestine remained under Crusader control . 



T h i s s i t u a t i o n c o n t i n u e d u n t i l t h e 1 9 t h c e n t u r y w h e n t h e " " p o g r o m s " " i n E a s t e r n 
E u r o p e h e l p e d t o c r y s t a l l i s e t h e d e s i g n s o f t h o s e J e w s w h o s o u g h t t o e s t a b l i s h a 
p o l i t i c a l e n t i t y i n P a l e s t i n e . T h e p o l i t i c a l m a n o e u v r i n g s a n d w o r l d - e n g u l f i n g w a r s , w h i c h 
b u r s t o u t o f E u r o p e d u r i n g t h e first h a l f o f t h e t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y e n m e s h e d P a l e s t i n e , 
n o t o n l y i n f u r t h e r m i l i t a r y t r a f f i c , b u t i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l d e a l i n g s o v e r t h e h e a d s o f t h e 
i n d i g e n o u s A r a b p o p u l a t i o n . 

T o d a y , t h e H o l y C i t y o f J e r u s a l e m , p a c k e d w i t h h i s t o r i c b u i l d i n g s a n d a s s o c i a t i o n s 
o f g r e a t r e l i g i o u s c o n c e r n t o M o s l e m s a l l o v e r t h e w o r l d , l i e s i n a s t a t e o f u n e a s y 
t e n s i o n . E a c h d a w n t h e s u n ' s r a y s a r e c a u g h t a n d flashed b a c k a c r o s s t h e c i t y a n d o v e r 
t h e d u s t y h i l l s f r o m t h e G o l d e n D o m e o f t h e R o c k a n d t h e S i l v e r D o m e o f A l A q s a 
m o s q u e l i k e s i g n a l b e a c o n s f r o m a b e l e a g u e r e d c a m p . E a c h s u n s e t s e e s t h e b u r n i n g 
r e f l e c t i o n s o f f a i t h a m i d t h e s u r r o u n d i n g g l o o m . 

The hiirning oj At Aqsa. 21 Aiii^iist 1969 
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