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Now that we have consicerably incressed the range of distribution
of our magazine in both =ritain and abroad we feel that it is
apvoropriate that we chould, in this issue consicer the very welcome
progress that movements similar to our own arc rzkinp in North fmerice,
within Jewish student bodies -nd most important, within Israel itself.

The present crystzllisation of forces in
producing recurrent crisis mzkes the necessity
journal such &s our own cven rore essential if
-ind of perspective in the frce of the lies and

capitalist press.

the iliddle Tast
of procducing & radical

~—~¢ to preserve some
sistortion of the

v
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JORDAN - SELL OUT

Ve cannot possibly hope to keep you tup-to-date' with what is
going on in the Middle East, we do however hope to procuce special
bulletins to cover rarticulsr crisis.

u=tion in which both

In the Jordan crisis we see & very tragic situ
~tzh zre responsible for
i

Hussein and the leaders of the revisionist El E
the rmurder of thcusands of workers aond their fam es. The El Fatah,
by cctually meking military headcuarters in rciugce comps insured that
meny innocent people would be killed znd Hussein 2n his crezy militazy
commanders made sure that they would crush any resistance by
demonstrating the cost of such resistance DYy thc number of people they
menaged to kill.

The leadership of n, to be

stah have proved themselves ye -
no zlly of the working cless ntly fight
£

t

, while their comrzces wCTre

tiussein's forces the lezadership of Fatah were busy crpi ting and
within days of the start of thc messacre we SIW7 & smiling flrafat shakin
hands with the perpetrators of this crime. The fight contin

within the guerilla movement and against Hussein., It is to be hoped
that =2t last & trucly sociclist leadership will cmerge from this
appzlling background cf mossacre and betrayal.

DELTH OF IN/EGER

While the '2ig Fowers' worry their megalomenicel heads about who
will '£il1l the vacuum' fcllcing Nasser's death, we, on the Left must
worry about who will be able to resist the stronzlehold of Soriet
Imperialism on Egypt and who will be 2Zle to cizpose ~nd destroy the
state capitalist regime that was developing in Zgypt undcr
Abcul Nasser's watchful eye. It is true that the Arcbs have lost 2
great and very powerful leader but they have not lest o man who had th
interests of the Arab pcople at heart. Nasser wos olvays more
intercsted in comination rather than unity.

IF YCU CiMN'T _BEAT 'EM HJICK THEM

- -

The rccent spate of hi jeckings carried out by the Palestinian



- 3 -

terrordst organisation led by George Habash has led many cf us to
further cuestion what remmants of sincecrity can dbec found within
the Palestinian guerilla organisations.

This form of adventurism which they employ cnly serves to show
us their impotcnce rather than strength. Having failed to gain the
mass support of the people they claim to be liberating and having
failed as military units to produce any kind of significant victoriecs
they resort to cowardly acts of terrorism which bring much publicity,
much suffering and little else, Successful and truely sociclist
guerilla groups such as the Vict Cong do not nced to canture the
attention of the world by this gruesome playboy mcthod of terrorising
people with whem they wish to create a revolution. They become militarily
strong Dbecause they have the willing suppori of the mass of the
population behind them. The Palestinian guerillas lacking mass
supnort consequently are militarily impotent and ccn only assert them-
selves in this cowardly manncr,

I. further disturbing cspect of the hijackings was pointed out by
the black militant lecacder Qoy Innis, former chicf of 'CORE' (Congress
of Nlzcial Zguality,) commenting in the Left wing megazinc 'Manhattan
Tribune' on the Hitlerism displayed by the hijackers, he writes,
«+....the segregation of the Jewish passcngers not only vividly
illustrates the irresponsible tcctics of the hijzeckers, but also undcr-
mincs their clzim that their fight is against Zicnism and not the
Jewish people.," DRoy Innis continues: '",...Oncc bcfore the Jews were
left tc stand a2lone, and the injustice was thought to be isolated.

Cur brand of black militancy cannot permit us to stand cside and allow
this to happen without injuring the justice of our own argument.'

1

- - — — -

wv.U.J.5. IN REVOLT

The World Unicn of Jewish Students held its Cengress in Arad,
Isrcel, this summer, for the first time at its own Groduate Institute,

T.U.J.5. is the corganising body of the noticnzl Jewish student
unicns and crganisations throughout the “orld. Its Cenzress is held evors
three years tc discuss past, and plan future, activitics, and to lect
a new orld Executive. /ittending thc Congress were scme 150 delegotes
ancd observers from 34 countries,

liany of the pclitical resclutions enccuntcred difficulties, but th-so
which were pcssed accurately reflect the prevailing meod of Jewish
stucents. When thecy were published in the press, bcth Isracli and /nglco-
Jewish rose up in fury and several dencunced 7.7,.7.2. as 'New Lefi! and
as having been conditioned by Arab propaganda. Thiz, however, is not so
much the case as that Jewish students, especially thcse from Eurcope and
the Ztates are as much a product of their campus cnvironment and of
scciety as cther students. They take a stand on Vietnam, Imperialisn,
the hypccrisies of prescnt scciety and so on, Cften they deo this i=n
ccnjunction with other student groups, and oftcn, and this is a grewing
trend, they dc so from a Jewish point of view., It come as 2 shock to
many in the acdult community to find ,U,J.Z. to':ing an independent line
cn many issucs, based on the students' expericnce in the universities
and colleges of the werld, d

Lin example of the ~bove is that the resoluticn supporting 'the just
fight of people fcr socizlism, independence and freedcm apainst any
form ¢f imperizlism'" is ccncluded by an zddendum, vhich states "We hove
tried to take up a pesition according to = purcly Jewish approach,
foced with scme of the most difficult problems -f cur time. Lspiring
tc an egalitarian socicty for everybody , we have used the term
"'sccialism", becausc, priscners of langucge, we orc ctherwise unsble

to describe the concept of an egalitarian socicty,"
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Likewise the rescluticns on the liiddlc Tast ond Zicnism, raflccted
cur cencern that the rights of all peoples to self-detcrminaticon be
respected, including Isrzelis and Palestinians. ‘e know that we zre scuing
to encounter much onposition fxrom cthers, but we feel that if we are tc
be hcnest we have to demonstrate cur strength as an incependent frrce and
stand up for the ideas in which we believe,

MIXE YHINE

-

RADICAL,  ZIONIST [LLIANCE - NORTH JLERICA

(This article has been written by a Canadian ccmrade during a visit to
Britain, we take great pleasure in publishing it os the RZA are engoged
- - - - .‘,. p U = Lt
in similar activities to curselves.)

In June 1979, the founding convention of the Radical Zicnist
I1liance took place in Atlantic City, New Jersey. Scme 90 crganisaticns,
with a combined membership of over 20,000 sent representatives from the
width and breadth cf North fmerica tc this Erst Ccost city.

Mest of these grcups began after the SD3 Crnventicn of Chicago '68 -
just prior tc the revolutionary action there. 4 Middle East rescluticn
supperting the supposedly progressive activities of E1-Fatah was
pushed through, causing a split and the eventual disintegraticn of GDS
in Zmerica. Numerous radicals, former members of 3D3 and SHNCC (Student
Nenviolent Co-ordinating Committee) joined together tc coffer an
alternative to the anti-Zionist left. Fcllowing the excmple of the
radical Black's pride in Lfrican gulture, thesc pecnle bepgar looking
ot their own roots, at Isrzel.

While taking a cr cal lock at present Isrzeli government policies
the Radical Zicnist il :nce sces the necessity for an independent
Jewish State, as well as the rights of all pcoples including the
Palestinians, tc national seli-determination,

- e

o)

Ve aligned curselves with the Nerth imerican branches cf the
Biafrans, Greek students against Fascism, and the Vietnam Mcbilisaticn
Committee. One of our main goals is the radicclisation of the Jewish
community, and the Jewish Establishment - Uncle Jcokes - was confronted
at bcurgeous conventicns and cbscene gaudy temples called synagogues.,

On the campuses, study sessicns were held, to learn the writings
of the socizalist-Zionist thinkers, fcetings with Jyzb students were
arranged in an attemtp to achicve peaceful cc-existence in which the
naticnal rights of both Jew and /Lrab are respected. Lesscns in Hebrew
and Lrabic were started and publications ccnveying the messzape of
revolutionary Zicnism were written,

It is cur belief that revclutionaries should werik where they are
mest effectivc and our place is both in Isrzel and in the Diaspora,
The need tc radicalise Israeli society is an immediate one, and zttempts
are being made tc align curselves with SI/H (Isrzel New Left),

The purpose of the Radical Zicnist Alliance is to co-ordinate
activities on o~ North LAmerican level, for communicotions Letween the
various groups thrcugh o national newspaper, OSpeakers tours are
arranged and ideclogical scssions are held. Still, the Jlliance is
2 loose cne, and mest activity is lcft up to the individual grcups
cn the campuses - in which cach member has an crual saoy.

fis the Arab terrcrist groups gain increased support from within
the college community, and the general level of rearession of the
fascist ilmerican government increases we must crxpose the lies cf the
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former and strengthen the movement as a2 whole to cone with the lotter,
We cannct allow the movement to be compromised by its support of ploney
psuedo-socialist groups.

IMICHAT G/RRLISE

— NECR—"
(imichai is cn the editoricl committee cf the widely read Conadian

; : oy fry © 3.
student paper 'Otherstand'! published by the Committce lox unc1a1.1‘ )
Justice in the liiddle East, He was also instrumental in the mcbilisation
ci radical support fcr the Biafran movement.)

— L —— —— b . -~ v cw wme . - - . - .
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(The following letter was written as a result of an advanced copy of
'Flashpoint! being circulated.)

Dear Comrades,

I fecel that T must write and make several comments on your brief
article 'JORDAN - SELL CUT' in "Flashpoint'" No, 3 ‘utumn, 1970,

If anvone is guilty in Jordan then the blame must be laid first
on the heads of the Jordanicn military regime, on America and also on
Israel. The absurdity of your statement criticising Bl1-Fatah for
setting up headquarters in refugee camps is one that I find tetally
lacking in any socialist analysis, I, mysclf, hive wmany criticisms to
make of El-Fatah but not the one you meke., Since the refugee camnps are
inhabited solcly by Falestinions, then it is there that the nolitical
organisation starts. The military heczdouvarters of the guerilla
orgenisations were situazied eclsewhere,

The military government decided to shell the wrefupee camps
knowing full well that the guerilla organisctions enjoyed the full
support of the people living there. America and Israecl were both
prepared to suppert the military regime. If 2t zny time it looked as
though the guerillas would have succeeded in overthrewing Hussein and
themilitary, both governments hove goie on record as saying military
intervention would be necessary to save the fascist dictatership,

Reports from ¥estern napers prove that many necople both in the
camps and the major towns czctively supp:rt the Lef¢-wing grouns fighting

trocps loyal to Hussein. Here was = classical example of a military
regime attempting to destroy a political organisaticn,

I hope the ceditors of "Flashpoint" will make a deeper znalysis
of the Jordanian situation, I weculd like to contribute in the next

issue to such a discussiocn,

Fraternal greetings,

Comrade David Cedman

- —— .
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Some time ~go i'cshe Machever of Matzpen (ICRI.C.) wrote ~n
interesting ~rticle ~bout the kibbutz movement alled 'Ki butz

S

Puzzle'. Hc rcsed & number cf very important cuesticns for the Neft-
wing comrodes emengst us whe belicve in the mony »esitive vaiues ¢
the cgriculturzl and industrial cemruncs established in Isracl knuia
2s Kibbutzim,

[
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T '"SETTLERS ST/TE! -
_ ZETTLERS ST/TE!

Lzchover starts frem the ¢ssumpticn that the St te of Isracl is
& scttler-stote. He sees the wicked grecedy Zicnist fiends charging
across the berders of this green and pleasant lond leating its wealth

and grabbing its territory for their own cvil purposes, Having
~rrived net enly do they hove the cheel: not e cxzleit the indeginous
Pepulntion but they ~ctunlly su;pest cooperaticn with them. Jormed wit
& peculicr hotch-poteh of absurd Farxist idezls these scitlers aim to
achicve - sccicty built by their own tcil witheut exploitaticn., On the
vay gencral nrosperity is stimuloted throughout the land. The amazing
result is o massimmigroticn by /rabs {rom neighbouring countries inte
oA
L

this hcrrific settlers statc. Bchind the scencs the wvieked Zicnist-
liarxists proceed to establish extensive contacts with their /frab
sccialist comrzdes ¢f the Cormunist and (the truely snci:list)

Z1-3zath Parties. 3y 2 stronge ccincidence these Jrab sccinlists were
scon nearly 211 murdered by the pregressive /roi: Shicks whe were
strivins tc build a 'frce Polestine' wherc the freedom tec exploit would
be 2 paramount 'ecivil right!',

The preceeding cynicism sceems to be the only methsd dy which cne
cen denl with the cintradictory statements of the anti-Zicnists and
taeir allics who pzint ~ rest peculingy Picture of the Yishuv (Jewish
settlers in Palestine) ot the turn of the century -na up te 1948, /s
they fzil to understand the vhcle sccial nnd noliticenl sackground of the
pericd they thezcfore fril to ~prreciate the truc nature of the :ibbutgz

wvhich was ccsteblished ot this time,

[ As I S BN > 2 P TNt -
Lty o) C. e 2 T.a_ “re \! A IV.’J .
e ————

. . . T 4

Jews in Eastern Europe were not, as Mrchuver sugpgests '"foced with
& choice between twe competing ideas and politicrl ren~ds - Socislism
ond Zionism.! The Jewish socialists found o neced to express their
scciclist principles wherever they fcund thermsclves, In Palestine the
neecs of socinlism were, for tacticnl reasons Cifferent from the neceds
ci the sccinlist movement in Sastern Burope, Sfirstly, the necd t- build
#nc dcevelop a state under extremely unfovourable con'itions oo rise

€ 3

te the need for consider~ble scli-sacrifice o .
way of dcing things weuld hrve been t= explecit the indepine
ponulation (many of whom were Jews) and then nov: in te =

benefits of this exploitaticn, The method chosen wes ridically
different. number of coiwnes were established the nrinciples of

Lonl

vi3
vhich were sccinlistic. Yhcy were & practiczl answe= to very nesitive
end pressing needs. Folestine -t the turn of the century was net a
land which wecs 'profitable!' to scttle but the <csirc to create a
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Jewish homeland made consicderations of profitability irrclevant. (In
dircct contrast te real scttler states where profitability by
definition is the prime ccnsideration). The undoubtable self-sacrifice
and devction of these early chalutzic (pioncering) scttlers who
organised their lives on socialistic lines was the mcin ferce
responsible for the creation of a relatively prospercus strte,

FRCiZ Z/CH [CCORDING TO ¥I7 .2ILITY .ND TC E..CH
‘CCCZDING TG HI; NEED

The principles cof the organisation of the kibbutzim ncw, as then werc
that its members should lead a collective life, that is to say collect-
ivity at 211 levels - collcctive labour, education, centertainment,
eating, scrvice facilities ctc, Management is uncdcertaken by a system
ci rotation, the idea of this is to prevent the existcnce of a
burcaucratic structure controlling the kibbutz, Inevitably certain
members tend to assume leadership roles mere frecuently than cthers, .
The important foct of mancgement however is that the meanzgers do not
have the status accorded to them that they would hove in capitalist
society. The principle of 'from all accerding to his ability, to all
according to his need', can trucly be seen to be in operation, There
is no money in circulation, The kibbutz familics and individuals reccive
all they recuire according to the resources of the commune., Necedless
to say kibbutz society is not perfect and therc ~re many tensions and
prcblems which the kibbutz mevement will have to resolve but its

success &s a mommunistic unit is, so far, unrivaled anywhere else in
the world.

Far from being 'a right load cof zombies!' os 'Free Falestine' cnce
described kibbutz members, they tend to be, on the whcle, the most
»rogressive and cnlightcned clements in Israe11 5001ety. The kibbutz
kids (this possage concerns impressions I received from Kibbutzim
of thc Kibbutz /irtziFederation, although these conclusions may well be
generally applicable) are less prone to the chzuvanisiic influences
which are all tcc apparent in kids from the towns., They must be obout
the only kids in the VMiddle East who are given, as o mctter cf ccurse,
an cducaticn in the essentials of Marxism and cre actively cenzaged in
prcjects to lecarn more zbout, for example, thec pcoples struggles in

Vietnam, the Cuban revolution and in general zbout the international
situaticn,

THT SCCIO-FOLITIC/L CONTEUT

To turn to the socio-pclitical centext in which the kibbutz
operates, it is {irstly necessary to contradict cne cften cuoted
misconception which is cited again by Machocver., He states that
'according to MAPAM (The Socialist-Zionist Party) ideclogy the
kibbutzim arc the vanguard of the prolctariat ... 2and ... that socialism
will only come thrcugh the proliferaticon of kibbutzim', This concept
has becen discarded by i7 P/} for many yczrs and the nrcslem arises
vecause M/F.M and cther Isracli Socialists have nct fcund any
satisfactory ideal to replace this absurd concept. They are, still
scarching for the answers tc the following cucqt1cns; a) what is the ’
role of the kibbutz mcvement existing within a capitalist scciety?

b) what is the place of the kibbutz in the building of the socialist
reveolution?

It is, in my opinion, perfectly correct aos Ilachover suggests to
tate that the kibbutz accommodates rather than challenges the
capitalist system. The evidence lies in the fact that despite the
anta_onism cf the Right-wing in Isrzel the kibbutz continues to
flourish in the midst of o capitalist society., The kibbutz have not as
IMochover further suggests 'undergene a capitelist development whereby
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they suivive on hired labour, The fact is that in 211 kibbutzim cof
the Kibbutz 4rtzi (MAPAL) federation it is strictly forbidden fcr
any onc Kkibbutz to emplcy more than 47 to 5% hired labcur in a
productive capacity, most employ far less., /i small minority of
cther kibbntzim do employ mere than 57,

=
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RCVOLUTION/RY POTENTILL

The kibbutz is a basically healthy institutien becouse it ha

macde its members create 2 revolution in themselves., Corannal living
and the communal discipiine which goes with it, the ¢ nesete practice

cf & communistic existence makes thcse who arc invelved =2~ than o .7e
crmchair reveluticnaries. This is neot o trucly social::’ istence «s
its practise is confined to relatively small and iscls!o ! o mmunities,
Tc undcrestimate the potential of these communitics is ¢ o -teading

s it is to class them sclely as some type of militarista. o - e

nent. Those who Lave made = revcolution from within themselves c.c 1ikely
to> be the most dedicated revelutionories and will have much to offer as
2 rvesult of their practical experience of 2 fcrm of communistic living,.
The foct that a large percentage of Israel's most active sccialist
revcelutionaries ceme from Ribbutzim tends to beor this thecory out.

Cver znd abcve 2ll of this kibbutz members find themselves in a: unigue
position in which to engage in revolutionary activity. Living in
ccmrrunities where they are proctically self-sufficient and have partial
ceatrel of o key sector of the economy, they can cngage in revolutionary
activity without having their means of subsistance cut coff cor their

work curtailed by a materinlly more powerful fcrce. One dees not want
to engage in revelutionary activity from a pesition oi weakness,
ultimately cnly force and the cxeréise of power will moke the
revaolution, It wculd be <ifficult te create = more dedicated and

secure reveluticnary cell in any cther way than this. (Incidentally,
there are now 2 small number ~f urban kibbutzim whc are pessibly in on
even better positicn than the rural kibbutz to cchiceve this end.)

The prcblems involved in this concept revelve arcund the basic
vrcblems of physical isclation from the base -f the revelution (i.e.
the prcletariat) and the very real preblems of finding cncugh time to
run the commune which alcne is a2 bloedy difficult job an? engage in
this kind of revoluticonary activity, Kibbutz members nre not an
'elite' class as Machover states, It is true thot they cannot properly
bc called middle-class or working class becruse their relatiensin the
sphere of producticn are cdifferent frcm thecse focund in a capitalist
society. They are in fact ¢ new pecular (i.e. diffcrent) type of
class, It may even be said that this crcation of o new sct of
econcmic relaticnships has the cffcct of evoding true class
solidarity, but as the kibbutz movement =21lthough influential is
numcrically small, this is not a2 seriocus threat. I <o not suggest
that the kibbutz sheuld meoke the revoluticn to likercte the working
class ¢r any similar nornscnse, I merely state thot they sre in a
unigue positicn tc contribute resources to the revoluticnary movement.
They will cnly truely becocme part ¢f that movement when their
interests arec identical tc¢ thcse of the working class, I am not
really very sure how this cculd happen.

. The gencral principles laid dcwn »s being ~onlicable te the
kibbutz may well have scme relevance for other ccmmunes in cther
countries but is mcrely cmmhasised in Israzel bDecouse it is here that
the commune movement is bigger than in cny cther part of the world,
i.t the moment many kibbutz members are still deluded by the thought
that they are building a socialist revelution merely by living a
communal life but many kibbutz members have prcjpressed in their
thinking and are urgently re-examing their position, certainly the
time has alsc come for the more bigoted of our cnti-Zionist friends
to re-examine their oftcn very facile opinicns of the kibbutz.

Cte-hen Vines
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THE LIBYAN CONCL/VE

The mceting of /rab hcends of state in Libya
earlier this ycar wos apparently more
united than was rfencrally assumed., The
unifying factor? Not Israel but concern
cver the growing strenth of the terrorist
groups.

DFFLP LINKS YITH GRCUFZ IN ISR.TL?

iccording to the Lebanese weckly "E1 Zi'n~4a",
Naif Hawatme's Democcrotic Fopular Front for
the Liberation of Palestine group which is alrccdy in contact with
I‘atzpen (known here as ISILC.) is now seeking conncctions with SI/H
(The Israel New Left Group), Haolam Hazeh (anti-rovernment psucdo-
socizlists) and Rakah the pro-Moscow section of the Communist party.

CIA LID TO ZNTI-ZIONIST ORG/INIS, TIONS:

in article by Julien Landen in the 'Jerusclem Tost' reveals the
amazing amcunt of money poured in by the C.I,A, to such crganisaticns
as the Inti-Zionist '/merican Friends cf the iliddle Zast!'., He also
describes how Nasser was put into power by the C.I./., and was wholly their
pawn throughout his early yecrs of office. His 'liberstion' frem the
C.1./. was facilitated by the fraternal protection of the Sovict Uniocn,

FRIENDE OF THE “"ICKED SZTTLERS ST/.TE:

/v comrade from the Radical Zionist Alliance in /Zmerica made
contact some time ago with Eldridge Cleaver whc told him, among other
things, that he had always Deen impressed by the woy in which the Jews
had cstablished the State ¢f Israel and that the Jewish way of solving
the so-called Jewish problem carried many lesscns for the black people
who cnly now were beginning to realise thot you c~nnot wait for another
<suschwitz to galvanise people.into common action ond that radical
incependent a~ction by whose in whese interestc it was to act was the
cnly way in which both the Jews and ttz black pconle could libercte
themselves.

Incidentally, Eldridge Cleaver is not alone in his support of the
establishment of a Jewish Scate., Ho Chi-linh on o visit to Paris
shoertly after the liberation of his own country, mct David Den-Gurion
(then head cf the Jewish /gency) and expressecd the hopce thet the Jewish
state wo.ld scon come into being and said that the Victnomese people
wished it every success,

LIREFLT [GLIMN IN COLLUZICN "ITH N/STER:

The International Herald Tribune reported on 27th Jusust that ilrafz
has yet again made 2 trip to Cairo, nfter sceinz Nasser's right hand .
man Mohammed Hassein Heikal and the great man himself Lrafot apparcntly
cecicded that the U.7. Peace Froposals did nct invelve 2 'scll-cut! of
the Palestinian people. It is gocod to sce thot other Left-wing d
comrades are denouncing Jlrafct and his like for their betrayal of the
Palestinian Left, something we have constantly emphasiscd, The
'Socialist Torker's' (20/6?70) report of /frafat's handling of the
situation in Jordan during June, for example is a welcome sign of this
'Will the real Mr, irafat please stand up'. Supporters of the
El Fatah group are most evasive in their propaganda about the history
of their leader Yasser Arafat el-Husseini. Thic is understandable, he
is related as his (little, if ever used) last n-me reveals to Haj
imin al-Husseini the former Grand 1'ufti of Jerusalem aond Hitler's
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Lhonchmon in the Middle East., He was bern in Coire not Jerusalem as
his propagandists clzim. it University in Cairo he had very close
links with the extreme Right-wing Muslim Brethren. During the Second
World ar he was to be found in Berlin - did his revered relative send
him there as Hitler's advisor on l'iddle Cast matters? understandably
this is not a subject which irzfat is keen tc discuss, Only in 1957
did /rafat become involved in the Falestinian cruse, at this time he
was living among the Falestinian emigrees in Kuwzit and the Persian
Gulf, an clite and pros erous group with little more to o than nurse
their nationzl grievances., 'Comrade'! LArafat reclly has had ~ good
Socialist upbringing.

(Informctiéon for this column has come from many sources - we should
like to than in particular, Yedion Bulletin and the ".J.C, Press survey).

i —

FCR  KING AND COUNTRY

In the Zmerican magazine 'Time' for November, 1968, King Hussein
was reported as saying; "If I don't rule this country, then I shnll

burn it", The world is now witnessinpg the horrifying fulfilment of
this threat,

—— -

T/R1I7 LLI AT RE/DING

Tariq £1i vas recently invited to Reading University by the
Spartacus League. I5/G comrades were very pleased to hear him denounce
Zl-Fatah as racist and criticise the Fepular Semocratic Front for the
Liberation of Falestine (th= most Left-wing of the Talestinian guerilla
groups) for its failure to recognise the Jewish right for dLational self-
determination in the Middle East. /s far as we know this is the first
time a prominent member of the Fourth International has macde statements
such as these.

. ————

ISAG TORUM

The first mecting of Israel Socialist J.cticn Croup this yea
was attended by over cne hundred people. The subject of the mecting
was 'What Price Socialism in %t_e¢ Middle mast'!, The two main speakers
were; Solly Marcus, chairman of the British scction i, /) (United
orkers' Farty) and Peter Hellyer, member of the executive of the
Palestine Solidarity Campaign. It was wellcoming to see that

discussions about the iMiddie East could take place cn an intellectual

level rather than the usual 'slanging match' level which is evident in
most other universities,




(In reprinting this letter we cxpress our solidarity with SIAH and its
vork in Israecl)

Dear Israel Sccialist fction Group, f

“le would like through this letter to introducec you to the aims and
activitics of SI/H, a new radical movemcnt in Isrecel that is struggling
te counter the wave of right wing opinion thet hos swept the country
with 2lmost no resistance since the Six-Day war., The initials SLLH
stand for ‘Israeli New Left! (Smol Israeli Hadash) and -t the same time
is a word signifying 'Dialoguc'. "We hope by this to cxtend our
dialoguc te leftist groups abrond as well,

Siah emerged as 2 political movement subsccuent to the merger of
Vepam with the Labour Tarty which left a vacuum where leftist
opposition should have becn. 'e are nct, howcver, @ political party.
Cur original membership was drawn from Mapam cdiscidents, but has since
attractced following amongst students f{rom a varicty of political brck-
grounds, who felt the urgency of halting the process of creeping
anncxation, the abrogation of primary democratic rights in the detain-
ment without trial of suspected terrorists; students who are repelled
Dy the growth cof chauvenism, the deterioratiocn c¢f sccirlist ideals and
other ugly phenomena of the current Isracli scene haove found their way
to our group. Notwithstanding the wile number cf issues, our group
cnjoys only o modest following in the universitics which are centres of
rcaction in this country., On the othcr hand our activity among high
schocl students is mecting with growing success.

Siah upholds the principle of statehood for the Jewish people.
It views Zionism as the tcol cf liberation for zll Jews whose identity
is threctened or vho arc otherwise oppressed. Granting the principle
of self-determination to the Jewish people, we consider, by the same
tcken, the Palestinian desire for a state to e fully justified. It is
crucial fcr us that our right to exist as a nation dees not conflict
in the context of the creation of a vicble and sovercign Palestinian
state. /Although Israel connot impose any solutiocn on the
Palestinian people, we must foster the cfforts cof thc Palecstinians to
define themsclves as a people with the right to notionhood. lcereover,
the initiative raust ccme from Isrzel due to its position of strength,
Te reject the Fatah solution of one state with cultural and religious
rights for Jews, secing in this a perfect parsllel to the Greater
Israel Movement which is willing to grant such rights te the Arabs
within the borders of an expanded Israeli state,

In our view, the way to a general pcace in the l'iddle East lies,
in the first place, in the scttlement cf the Palcstinian preblem and
the end to the suffering of the Palestinian rcfugecs. “'e do not
underestimate the role of the major powers in shaping events in the



Middle Zast, but ucither do we accede to the oversimplified analysis
that cquntes Israel with imecrican Imperialist forces whose function is
to retard and arrest the nower of the oppresscd ncoples of the third
world. Giah identifies with the nspirations of the third world in its
struggle against 2ll imperialism, Soviet or /merican.,

In thc absence of peace, Eizh sees its main functicn as mobilizing
the Isracli public against prcsent government wolicies, rather than
cevoting its cnergics tc the long ranpe cobjectives cf Socialism, Cur
belief is that once pecace is achieved, the time will be ripe for Jcws
and /lrabs together to bring about the socialist revelution, The
tecchnological pgap existing between the Israeli and Jrab worid is a
further obstacle to cooperation in the sphere of socialism, one that
will require time to overccme,

/i5 an 2ction group, Sizh is turning into the focus cf znnexation
ophosition, During the past few months we have distributed pamphlets
protesting the policy of bombing within the heort of Egypt, the
rejection of the Goldmann mission and the policy of administrative
detenticn and blowing up c¢f houscs. ™e participated in = demonstration
sponscred by The Pecace and Zec urity bMovement (a broad apolitical group
for peace with which we arec =ffiliated) against thc government's
rejection of Goldmann and in 2 general demonstration against the new
government formulation of who a Jew is. 7e curselves initiated 2 serics
of demenstrations, the most successful being this /pril's march toward
Hebron protesting the government decision to build 250 housing units as
part of a proposed Jewish settlement in Hebron., This act culminated
in a vicicus attack by pclice forces who attempted to tecch us the
lesson of dissent in the manner of their ccunterparts in Paris, Berkcley,
Chicago and wherever voiccs are raised in defiont cpposition. This show
of brutality took place in front of Golda Meir'!s rcsidence. The level
cf tclerance in this country is painfully lcw, Dissent is ecoucted with
subversion, Consecuently cight cf our people ~re now zwaiting trial
for participating in that demcnstration., We fecl, ncvertheless, that
this last demonstration gained us valuable supbort in some sectors of
the nation and enhanced our cause,

e hope this lctter has given you an idea of who we are and the
nature of our movement. Moreover, we would like to establish
contact with ycu ond hope to hear frem you.

Yours sincerely,

N/OMI ERTECTLIK
SI/H,

New Isroeli Leit,
I 0.2, 117160,
Tel=Aviv,

P Israel.



- 13 - . )
FL,.OHEB/CKF./GCE - FL/SHB.CKFP/GE - FLASHBACKP.GE -~ TFL/SHB/CKF:GE -

'Flashpeoint' is published by:
Israel Socialist Jcticon Group (Reading University)

411 communications to the Zditor:-
Stephen Vines,
Sibly Hall,
Redhatch Drive,
Earley,
Reading, RG6 20W

«-{ATIZLES LARE VELCOMED

'flashpcint'is also available frcm:

LEEDS UNIVERSITY - Robert | arkless.
LIVERFCCL UNIVZRSITY - filan Lbremscn

LZE - Denis Braham, #/lan Israel, Dave Rose,
M: NCHESTER. UNIVERSITY - Dave Allard, Dave Tomlinson
{INGSTON POLYTECHENIC - Stuart Sclomcns
HULL UNIVEPSITY - Sam Cranston

LETCESTER UNIVZRSITY - Paul Silvertown
GLASGO™™ UNIVERSITY - Maurice Stone

ESSEX UNIVEPFSITY - J. Bustin

B/RTS' HOST: Y.L (3tudents) - Robert Davis
OXFORD UNIVERSITY - through RISE Club

CITY OF LONDON POLYITECHNIC - Murray Sweet
BERKSHIRE COLLEGE COF EDUCATION - from ISAG

Ve already send copies to organisaticns abrcad and are prepared to extend
our distribution in this field.

SIGNED ARTICLES DC NOT MECESE/RILLY REFRESENT THT VIEYS OF ISAG.

ISLG BOCK SERVICE

IS/.G has managed to obtain literature on the Middle East (and related
topics) from many scurces - most of these pamphlets and bocklets are
FREE, The Middle East monthly 'New Outlook' can also be obtzined at the

reduced price of 2/6d. (usual yrice 4/6d.) for students who subscribe
thrcugh us,

Of special interest is the pe-published bock cof /i, S. /lrnoni (former
editor of the imerican radical magazine - the 'Mincrity of One') called
"Rights and Wrongs in the Arab-Israel Conflict."

-
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