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CHAPTER ONE

STRENGTHENING OF THE STATE OF PEOPLE’'S
DEMOCRACY AND THE BEGINNINGS OF THE
BUILDING OF THE ECONOMIC BASE
OF SOCIALISM

1. The Triumph of the People’s Revolution and the
New Ratio of Class Forces

On November 29, 1944, with the triumph of the
Anti-fascist National Liberation War and the people’s
revolution, a new page was opened in the history of the
Albanian people. Albania was liberated from the fascist
occupation, and for the first time in their history, the
Albanian people gained genuine national independence.
They overthrew the power of the exploiting classes, of
big landowners and the bourgeoisie, who had linked
their fate with that of the fascist occupiers, and simulta-
neously established the people’s state power. As a conse-
quence, Alpania broke away from the world capitalist
system.

During the National Liberation War the unity of
the popular masses in the National Liberation Front
around the Communist Party of Albania, led by its
founder Comrade Enver Hoxha, had been greatly
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strengthened. This unity was the main factor which
made possible not only the successful defence of the
victories of the National Liberation War, but also the
further continuation of the people’s revolution for the
construction of a new social order, which would ensure
the genuine liberation of the working people from op-
pression and exploitation.

However, although the new people’s power, which
had been established step by step during the Anti-
fascist National Liberation War in every region libera-
ted from the enemy, now extended throughout the
whole territory of Albania, the situation in the country
was not fully stabilized. The forces of reaction, which
had been routed militarily and politically, had not been
completely liquidated.

A small part of the population was still under the
influence of the forces of reaction. The influence of the
bajraktars and the Catholic clergy was still active, espe-
cially in certain zones of the North. This influence was
fostered not only by the imperialist propaganda, but
also by the activity of bands of fugitives, made up
mainly of the remnanis of the reactionary organiza-
tions, Balli Kombétar and Legaliteti, which had colla-
borated with the occupiers.

The strengthening of the internal situation, the
struggle against the bands and the work of convincing
and educating those strata of the population which
adopted an ill-disposed or indifferent stand towards the
new reality in Albania, was an urgent major task for
the people’s state power.

The conditions were favourable for the accompli-
shment of this task. The Communist Party, which had
succeeded in raising the people in the liberation war
and setting up the revolutionary regular army and the
new people’s state power, was the sole leading and orga-
nizing force in the country. Despite the efforts made not
only by the open enemies of the revolution, but also
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by disguised enemies, the ambitious and carot_\ris.t‘ anti-
Party elements that had managed to penetrate the top
organs of the Party in order to undermine its authout}r
and leading role, the Communist Party enjoyed very
restige.

grea%g thegother hand, from the time it was created
during the war the new people’s S_Late power was not
simply a revolutionary democratic du‘:te?torf;h p; but com-
prised the dictatorship of the proletariat in 1t5;bembr_y0_
This was made possible because the National lecratlop
War was transformed into a thorough-going pecople’s
revolution which, under dhe leadership of the (?qm—
munist Party, was directed also against the exploiting
classes which were the political and social support of
the occupier. The rapid development of events, the
further change in the ratio of class forces in favour
of the working class and the working masses, 1ed_ to the
rapid development of this embryonie form. So, with th’e
complete liberation of the country, the new peoplges
state power, which was established thr-oug.‘h.ou‘r. Alb.ama.
began to exercise the functions of the dlctatorsh;p of
the proletariat, in the form of the state of people’s de-
mocracy.

The popular character of the state power a_nd the
leading role of the Communist Party were the main fac_:-
tors which ensured that the people’s, democratic, anti-
feudal and anti-imperialist revolution was carried
through to the end in the economic, social and cultural
fields, too, developing further, immediately and without
interruption, into a socialist revolution. : ;

terif?er the main strategic aim of the Ant.lifasa(_r;st
National Liberation War, the complete liberation of
Albania and the establishment of the people’s state
power, had been achieved, the new strategic aim that
was placed before the country was the conf;tt'uml]rm‘of
socialism. However, in order to achieve this objective
measures had to be taken to accomplish urgent tasks
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which were indispensable premises for the subsequent
deepening of the socio-economic transformations. These
urgent tasks were: a) the safeguarding of the inde-
pendence of the country against the American and Bri-
tish imperialist enemies and their allies by strengthen-
ing the state power and preventing the imperialists
from interfering politically and economically in Albania:
b) the liquidation of the remmnants of fascism and its
collaborators, which meant also the elimination of all
the political, juridical and ideological consequences of
the fascist occupation; ¢) the completion and perfeclion
of the new state apparatus on the basis of the national
liberation councils, by enlarging the peovle’s participa-
tion in the governing of the country and taking all the
necessary measures to ensure that these national libe-
ration councils performed their role as representative
organs of the masses of the people in the best possible
way; d) dhe further development of the revolution in
its uninterrupted process, which meant the carrying
out of social and economic reforms of a democratic
character, combined with more radical reforms of a
socialist character,

The accomplishment of these tasks was conditioned
not only by the internal situation, but also by the inter-
national situation, by the new ratio of forces which was
being established in the world with the victory of the
anti-fascist coalition.

Albania was liberated when the Second World War
was still going on. The war in Europe ended with the
unconditional capitulation of nazi Germany on May 9,
1945 and in Asia with the capitulation of Japan on
September 2, 1945,

As a result of the defeat of the fascist powers by
the Soviet Union, the other allied countries. and the
armed struggle of the oppressed peoples, great changes
occurred in the world. Despite the heavy human losses
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and material destruction it suffered, the Soviet Union
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They began to co-ordinate their efforts to save the ca-
pitalist system, to suppress the anti-imperialist move-
ments in the colonial and dependent countries, to stop
the upsurge of the revolutionary workers’ movement
in the capitalist countries, and to organize the counter-
revolution in the countries of people’s democracy. With
their policy from positions of strength, they began to
interfere openly in the internal affairs of those states
which did not agree to submit to their dictate.

In these circumstances the victories achieved could
be defended, the national independence could be pre-
served and peace could be ensured only through re-
solute struggle against imperialism. The resolute revo-
lutionary and anti-imperialist line which the Com-
munist Party of Albania and the people’s state power
pursued was one of the main factors which determined
the development of Albania after its Liberation from
fascism.

The successful accomplishment of the new tasks
was closely linked, in the first place, with the streng-
thening of the state of people’s democracy. The crea-
tion of the people’s state power was the greatest victory
of the Albanian people and the fundamental condition
which would enable radical changes in favour of the
working masses to be carried out in socio-economic life.

The process of the construction of the new state
mechanism, which had begun during the National Libe-
ration War, parallel with the destruction of the state
apparatus of enemy classes, continued after the libera-
tion of the country. The new state mechanism was set
up on the basis of the national liberation councils, as
the only organs representative of the people.

In the zones where the war had been fiercest, the
councils had long been established and enjoyed comple-
te authority as organs of state power. In some zones
of the North which were the last to be liberated the
setting up of councils began immediately. In the first
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In the first period after Liberation the ranks of the
army were filled through collaboration between the
national liberation councils of the precincts and wvilla-
ges and the army commands. The councils compiled the
lists of the young over 17 years ol age and handed
them to the commands. The mobilization in the army
was partial, and {o some extent, voluntary, since the
maximum and minimum ages for regular recruits had
not been defined. The reorganization of the army {rom
the stand-point of its composition and commanding
cadres, the arming of it with up-to-date means. and its
training on the basis of contemporary military art,
combining this with the experience of the Anti-fascist
National Liberation War, led to its modernization. Every
soldier discharged from the army had not only learned
to read and write, but had also acquired much general
knowledge which would help him in life. To provide
qualified cadres for the army, officers’ traning courses
were opened. In March 1945 the Cadels’ School, which
later assumed the name the «Skanderbeg» Military
School, was organized at the school for the qualifica-
tion of officers, in Tirana. Many other officers were
sent to military schools in the Soviet Union for speciali-
zation in different branches.

In order to strengthen the defence of the country
and ensure its independence, the Border Force was
organized in April 1945, while the Naval Fleet was
created in August of the same year.

The People’s Police Force, the successor to the local
and regional commands set up during the National Li-
beration War, was created, too, for the protection of
public order after Liberation. The police force, as an
armed organ for public security, was set up attached
to the national liberation courncils of prefectures, sub-
prefectures and localities and was directly dependent
on these councils. The policemen of each loeality were
appointed by the population of that locality, while the
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policemen of pref&:cturlcs; an.d Imkﬁpla[fle)(f_l’?ﬁz::«gfddi;
pointed1 l?!b the.L‘exm.;sLtllr\:zlgomml ees :
ional liberation c : :

natwlilii{ewisc, measures were taken for the setting up
of the new court apparatus in 'th_-;_-‘. service EJf Lhe. pc.?oplle:
The new people’s justice had its roots in the -(:E('mr-&i
organized by the partisan detachments Ell’_ld the Ha ;Oﬂd
liberation councils against traitors and enemies O, “‘L.z.a
people. After the liberation of the countryf huwz\,uf
the regular court crgans were created. Af 1h¢;:.n o-t
1944, sections of justice for the settlex?mnt of ZL ‘1?101:_
urgent civil questions were set up aLLa'c:hed to t e w:l\,-
cils. The military courts, which, bes@cs their pouf,xs,
to deal with crimes committed b}-’_nlillt.al'y pE:L"SOT:lI‘LtlS,'
also had authority to {ry war criminals and EHQD‘.’LI?E:S- of
the people, were created in January _1945. ’HE)\R-L.\»ET;,
an overall court system, which would investigate an
settle all penal and civil cases b_y nurma.l —pr?c?dl_li%
had still not been established, This was achle\eug wit]
the law promulgated in May 1945, when all :thc instan-
ces of the general court system were created. i

The people’s courts — the basis _of the hew (QOU%,
system — were set up in the centre of every pref‘ez.i].uu.
and in the centres of most sub-prefectures. The judges
were elected by the respective national liberation coun-
cils.

The setting up of the new state apparatu§ L(jo.k,
place along with the creation of _t-he new revolLLLionfu?
legislation. A preliminary condil.u'_m _f_o_r' the (‘.I"f.f:-ltvlgf']
of such legislation was the destr'uct%on of the old ']Ln;} k;
cal system established by the am.l—popurlal“ [‘?g]_l?(_r Od
the past. The ANLC law of May 17, 1945 1_‘@.‘.;‘_)ke.c It-slr?n
declared invalid all the statutes, laws, by—la\_ma's. 1"(.}_9,1,1 a-
tions and decrees promulgated during the time (.)fqthe
Italian and German occupation, This "lt\s;.e:al mv.a.u:n,?"e
sanctioned the factual situation (:1‘onl:r=d_ r_lu_r‘.':'m_f.{" 1+h(: \;\i,‘:r
and was expressed explicitly in the decisions ol the Na-
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tional Liberation Conference of Labinot (September 1943)
on the annulment of all the old state organs. Later the
dispositions in existence before the fascist occupation,
that is, before April 7, 1939, were abrogated explicitly,
too. Thus, the people’s state power overthrew every-
thing in the field of legislation which was contrary to
the new democratic principles.

In the process of the democratization of the life of
the country the social organizations of the masses played
a major role in wiping out the grave consequences
which the landowner bourgeois regime of Zog and the
fascist occupation had left in this field, too.

The biggest mass organization was the National
Liberation Front, which had ensured the unity of the
people in the war against the occupiers and traitors,
and now, based on the alliance between the working
class and the working peasaniry., was again the main
lever of the Party for the mobilization and political
education of the broad masses of the people, In Alba-
nia, unlike certain other countries of people’s demo-
cracy in which the Front was set up as a coalition of
parties, even after Liberation the Front retained its
character as a monolithic organization. No other politi-
cal groupings were formed within its ranks and under
its label. The efforts of wvarious reactionary elements
to create such groupings, both inside and outside the
Front, failed because they found no support among the
people.

The Front, which at its 1st Congress held on August
3, 1945 was called the Democratic Front of Albania, fol-
lowed the course of its further enlargement, including
not only the masses of the people who had taken part
in the war, but also those elements who had remained
passive or had been under the influence of reactionary
chieftains. Greeting the Congress on behalf of the De-
mocratic Government, its Chairman, Enver Hoxha,
pointed out: «<Everyone, apart from fascists, pro-fascists,
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not only has his place in the Front, but also has the
sacred duty to take part in it actively.»* The Ct.}ngr-egs
get the task of enlarging and str‘cn_gthcn_ing ‘F.he FronF in
struggle against the manoeuvres of reaction, its organiza-
tional consolidation, the activization of the masses in
concrete actions, the political mobilization of the wh_o.]zo
people to wipe out the remnants of fascism in the politi~
cal, economic and cultural fields. The Congress deman-
ded that the Constituent Assembly be convened to L'c'.fke
the final decision on the final form of the new Albanian
state, just as had been laid down in the dc(:is_i(m._s of
the 1st National Liberation Congress at Pérmet in May
1944.

The Congress and the new clections to the organ-
ization of the Democratic Front marked a further enli-
venment of it. In the policy of the enlargement of the
Front, however, under the influence of the opportunist
stand of Sejfulla Maléshova who, at that time, was a
member of the Political Bureau of the CC of the CPA
and minister of People’s Culture, concessions were made
to reactionary elements. Speaking in the Congress
against «sectarianism», he demanded that even those
officials, intellectuals and officers who had collaborated
Wwith the occupier should be activated in tb(_‘. ranks of
the Front. The opportunist line of Sejfulla Maléshova
led to the admission of enemy elements who strove to
split and undermine this organization from within.
Nevertheless, the leadership of the Party and the mili-
tant spirit of the working masses safeguarded the pro-
fOund]y popular and revoelutionary character of the Dem-
ocratic Front.

The working class of Albania, the leading force
of the Front and the whole new society which was
being created, was organized, on a national scale, in
trade-unions. The provisional General Council of Trade
—_——

* Enver Hoxha, Works, vol, 3, p. 72, Alb. ed.
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Unions was elected on February 11, 1945. The 1st Con-
gress of the Trade Unions of Albania, which was opened
on October 28, 1945, summed up the achievements of
the working class inside less than one year since Liber-
ation; the workers and employees were united in 14
local trade-union organizations with more than 25,000
members. Thanks to their people’s stale power, the
workers had secured a 40-100 per cent increase in in-
come, the 8-hour workday, one day off per week and
paid annual holidays had been implemented, the prin-
ciple of equal pay for equal work was established. etc.
With its endorsement of the Constitulion and deter-
mination of the political, economic and educative tasks
of the trade-unions as «schools of communism» (Lenin),
the Congress marked an important step in the enhance-
ment of their role in the process of the revolutionary
transformations.

The youth made a special contribution to the dev-
elopment and running of the country. The broad parti-
cipation of the masses in running the country implied,
first of all, the activation of the youth, the most vital
and revolutionary section of the people. Tens of thou-
sands of young people organized in voluntary work
battalions and brigades took an active part in the recon-
struction of the country. There was no sector in which
the great contribution of the youth was not felt. Im-
mediately after Liberation, the Anti-fascist Youth Union
of Albania (AYUA) set up its organizations in all dis-
tricts of Albania. The reactionary forces tried to impe-
de the extension and strengthening of the youth organ-
ization and fo revive the activity of fascist organiza-
tions in another form; the catholic clergy. in particular.
attempted to organize part of the wvouth in alleged
cultural societies under its guidance (such as the An-
tonian Society, the Don Bosco Society, ete.). But only
isolated individuals, under the influence of enemy pro-
paganda, joined those societies. The overwhelming bulk
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of the Albanian youth joined the ranks of the AYUA,
The 2nd Congress of the Anti-fascist Youth Union,
which was held in April 1945 under the slogan «No
young person outside the AYUA», was evidence of the
maturity and the revolutionary tempering of the youth
organization as an inseparable part of the people a}‘ad
a loval reserve of the Party. In presenting the task for
the most active participation of the youth in the cons-
truction of the country, the Congress laid special em-
phasis on the problem of the education of the masses of
the youth, on equipping them with schooling, culture and
contemporary scicnce. Especially after its 2nd Congress,
the youth organization accomplished great work in the
reconstruction of the country. It organized summer
courses for the pupils who had been deprived of the
possibility of attending school during the war, set up
sports societies, organized children’s holiday camps, etc.
These major aclions became real schools in which hun-
dreds of young folk from the ranks of the people
learned in practice how to administer the country.
For their part, the Albanian women were placing
their creative abilities, inhibited by centuries of slavery
and obscurantism, in the service of the country. The Al-
banian women were just setting out on the road to
their emancipation. Raising their cultural-educational
level, and especially. their participation in production
were indispensable factors in the struggle for the eman-
cipation of women, for ensuring their full equality with
men in the social life and in the family, in the future.
The 1st Congress of the Anti-fascist Women’s Union
of Albania, convened on November 4, 1944, the eve of
the liberation of the country, had laid down important
tasks for the activation of the Albanian women and the
strengthening of their organization. These tasks began
to be fulfilled immediately after Liberation. In the
Southern regions women’s organizations were set up
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in all the villages; in the North, too, despite the pro-
paganda of reaction and the pronounced fanaticism, the
women began to take part more actively in political
life, and alongside men, participated actively in the
reconstruction work, especially in the most heavily
damaged zones. In Vlora, Elbasan, Gjirckastra and else-
where work battalions of women only were formed.
The tasks for the democratization of the life of
the country were difficult and complex. They could
not be accomplished by decrees from above alone. The
formal establishment of the rights and freedoms of
the people, denied or violated by the anti-popular re-
gimes, was not the problem. That was being achieved
quickly, because state power was in the hands of the
people. The main thing, in order to make these rights
and democratic freedoms effective, was the struggle
against all the reactionary and backward lorces, against
all the concepts that hindered the broad participation
of the masses of the people, the women, the youth,
the working people who still lacked the necessary
schooling and culture, in the governing of the country.
The Party activated the broad popular masses in this
struggle. The positive results were soon apparent.
The people’s state power played an important role,
also, in the struggle against the remnants of fascism
and reaction. Before the liberation of the country, on
May 28, 1944, the Anti-fascist National Liberation Coun-
cil had decided to sel up a commission to investigate and
verify the crimes committed by the occupiers and their
collaborators. Apart from this, by decision of this Coun-
cil on December 15, 1944, the special court was set
up in Tirana to f{ry war criminals and collaborators
with the enemy. In each prefecture, commissions to
investigate war crimes and to detect war criminals were
set up with representatives of the Front, the youth and
women’s organizations. These commissions were direc-
ted by the Central Commission. The latter called on
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the people to denounce the war criminals and to assist
actively in uncovering the crimes committed by the
occupiers and their tools. The assistance of the popular
masses, the support which they gave the investigation
commissions, the forces of the army and state security
organs made possible the documentation of the crimes
of fascism, and at the same time, the capturc of most
of the collaborators who had not managed to flee the
country. Nevertheless, some of the war criminals and
enemies of the people hid themselves in the hope that
the people’s state power had its days numbered and
that they might be saved through the intervention of
the imperialists powers. The detachments of the army
and state security forces, aided by the people, were
mobilized for their capture or liquidation.

The wiping out of the fascist remnants was an
important task of the people’'s revolution, a necessary
retribution for the sufferings which the Albanian peo-
ple had suffered at the hands of the fascist aggressors
and their tools, and at the same time, a factor for the
democratic development of the country, Moreover, the
Wwhole people demanded it.

On the occasion of the first anniversary of Februa-
Ty 4, 1944, the day when scores of innocent citizens
were massacred in Tirana by the German nazis and
their collaborators, tens of thousands of people held
demonstrations in Tirana, Korga, Shkodra, Berat and
other cities, demanding the punishment of collaborators
With the enemy and the handing over by the Allies of
War criminals who had fled the country.

At the end of February 1945 the Central Commis-
Sion for the detection of war criminals requested the
In_tel‘national Commission for the Defection of war
Crimes and war criminals in London to exfradition of
42 Albanian war criminals. This request was never
Complied with, because the American and British im-~
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perialists intended to use the collaborators with fascism
as tools for the accomplishment of their plans for the
overthrow of the people’s state power in Albania.

Meanwhile, the revolutionary justice began to try
and condemn the war criminals and enemies of the
people who had been caught. After a trial which lasted
from March 1 to April 13, 1945, the special court in Tira-
na sentenced 60 major war criminals and enemies of the
people to the punishment they deserved. The proeced-
ings of the special court proved the responsibility of
the exploiting classes in the preparation of the conditi-
ons for the fascist occupation and their collaboration
with the occupiers against the people’s national liber-
alion movement. The verdicts of the special court, the
military courts, as well as the persistent struggle of the
state security forces against the bands of fugitives were a
heavy blow to the remnants of the traitor organizations.

Nevertheless, exploiting the difficulties through
which our country was going and the aid provided them
from abroad, the remnants of reaction began to set up
new counter-revolutionary organizations and to hatch
up anti-state plots fo sabotage the recovery of the
national economy.

Internal reaction, which, even with the backing of
the armed forces of Italian fascism and German nazism,
had been unable to cope with the revolutionary national
liberation movement, now had even less hope that it
could overthrow the people’s state power with its own
forces. The situation was developing in favour of
this state power which was steadily consolidating
its positions. Therefore, reaction pinned its last remain-
ing hopes for a change of the situation in Albania on
the intervention of the imperialist powers. In order to
prepare this intervention it linked up with American
and British imperialism and placed itself in the service
of its secret agencies,
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After Liberation, the American and British missions
had replaced the military missions which had been
attached to the forces of the National Liberation Army
in Albania, and represented the respective states pend“-
ing the establishment of normal diplomatic relations.
These missions undertook to unite, direct and co-ord-
inate the efforts of internal reaction with those of the
imperialist powers.

In January 1945, internal reaclion, especially the
Catholic clergy, under the guidance of American and
British agents and in collaboration with the WVatican,
organized a counter-revolulionary movement in North-
ern Albania, which was supposed to result in the
capture of Shkodra, Lezha and Shéngjin. This was to
serve as a justification for intervention by American
and British forces allegedly in order to restore order
and to prevent the outbreak of a civil war. However,
the real aim of the British and American forces was {o
occupy Albania militarily, to overthrow the Democratic
Govetnmem.. and to restore the state power of the
exploiting classes. The staff of this movement had its
hea_giqua_rwrs in the palace of the archbishop of Shkodra,
The uprising began with an attack on Koplik which was
_C_aptured and held by the bands of criminals for a
tew hours. But the forces of the army and state security
Counteracted immediately, liberated Koplik and wiped
out ‘ti_le bands operating in the vicinity of Shkodra. The
Uprising was suppressed within the day. Included among
B e e el st

lergymen. The main participants in this activi-
ty received the punishment they deserved, while those
E;liyhgilﬁhm:ltd II,.he 'n?en Twho_.had beeg O_lraj,wn into
8 hostile attempt by the reactionary chieftains, were
released. ,
- z'%f!.mj ?he— prompt response of the forces of the
'my io this counter-revolutionary movement, reaction
adopted a new tactics in the struggle against the peo-
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ple’s state power, using mainly acts sabotage, terror and
diversion, but without abandoning preparations for an
eventual armed attack.

The conspiratorial efforts of the overthrown land-
owners and bourgeoisie within the country were com-
bined with the pressures and provocative interference
of the imperialist powers.

From the first days of the complete liberation of
the country, at the end of November 1944, officiers of
the British Military Mission contacted the Italian
managers of the AIPA Enterprise at Kucova (today
Stalin City) in order to sabotage the work of the Oil
Commissariat which had been set up after the liberation
of Kucova in October 1944, and to collect information
for the British. The acts of sabotage which were com-
mitted later caused heavy damage amounting to nearly
2 million Albanian francs.! In February 1945, the group
of saboteurs set fire to the oil storage tanks, but this
attempt failed because the workers fought the fire
heroically until it was extinguished. The saboteurs were
discovered, tried, and sentenced.

The sabotage at Kucova was only the first act in
the series of plots, acts of sabotage and terror perpetrat-
ed by the forces of reaction and their organizers,
the foreign imperialists. Before the war was ended,
some big merchants, industrialists, landowners and
intellectuals, who for ulterior motives had supported the
platform of the National Liberation Front for the libera-
tion of the Homeland from the fascist voke, but who,
in reality, were against the hegemonic role of the
working class and the Communist Party, against the
radical socio-economic reforms, had begun to put
forward their plan for the ereation of an opposition
party with «moderate» tendencies within the Front
to oppose the Communist Party. In February 1945 they

1 An Albanian frane was equal to five leks of that time,

set about forming such a party which, by this time,
was included in the plans of the foreign imperialists to
fight the people’s state power. After extending their
circle with other representatives of the bourgeoisie such
as Gjerg] Kokoshi, Riza Dani, and others and with
bajraktars like Cen Elezi and Faik Shehu, they decided
that until conditions more favourable for the announce-
ment of the formation of their party, they should set
up a secret organization which became known later as
«the group of deputies» which established contact with
the representatives of imperialist states.

The British Military Mission also assisted in the
formation of several reactionary groups such as «the
resistance group», «the monarchist group», comprised
of former members of the Legaliteti organization and
other supporters of the Zogite regime, and «the social-
democratic group», the members of which were re-
presentatives of the «social-democratic» trend in the
ranks of Balli Kombétar. The most active amongst them
was «the resistance group» which established contact
with the fugitive criminals who had returned to the
country. But these groups had no influence among the
masses and all told amounted to no more than a few
score members. In order to strengthen them and extend
their activity, on the instruction of British agents, it
was decided in the autumn of 1945 that the three or-
ganizations should merge into one, called the «Dem-
ocratic Union», which was supposed to be especially
active on the eve of the elections for the Constituent
Assembly. :

Besides this, in the middle of 1945, the British
Military Mission, bringing instructions from Mithat Fra-
shéri!, took measures for the reorganization of Balli
Kombétar. The remnants of Balli Kombétar formed a
central committee and several regional committees, es-

1 Chief of the reactionary organization, Balli Kombétar,
Who fled the country on the eve of Liberation.
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tablishing contact with the bands of fugitive criminals
who had returned and were operating in the North and
the South. They were linked with the reactionary
Catholic clergy and the Vorio-Epirote agency in the
pay of the leading circles of Greek chauvinists who had
territorial claims on Albania.

The conspiratorial activity was further enlivened
after May 1945 with the arrival in Tirana of the Ame-
rican civilian mission. Harry Fullz, the assistant head of
the mission, had organized a network of secret agents
in Albania, in the time of ex-King Zog. In July that
year he gathered his agents and gave them instructions
on the extension of the network and the creation of
counter-revolutionary groups. These groups, united into
one organization, were charged with the task of carrying
out sabotage in the economic field, of penetrating into
the state organs in order to obstruct the social-democra-
tic reforms, of creating disturbances and provoking a
military intervention from abroad.

The plans of the enemy groups supported by the
American and British imperialists, were in accord with
the instructions that the Catholic clergy had received
from the Vatican to organize the struggle against the
people’s power. In the spring of 1945, at a meeting of
all the bishops, it was decided to create a «Christian
Democrat» party which would remain illegal for a
certain period. Some other organizations, one of which
was «Bashkimi Shqiptar» (Albanian Union) were to act
jointly with this party. It organized terrorist activity
and, besides contacts with the bands of fugitive crim-
inals such as Pashuk Biba, Mark Gjon Marku and
others, established contacts with other reactionary
groups which acted illegally.

In this manner, the threads of all these enemy
organizations led to the American and Brilish missions.
The imperialists and their tools also iried to organize an
opposition within the Democratic Front and outside it
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on the eve of the elections to the Constituent Assembly.
This opposition was to be used as a weapon of the
Anglo-Americans in the Constituent Assembly. When
it became clear that the efforls to create such an op-
position failed, the reactionary forces went over fo
the attack to create disturbances which would serve as
a pretext to cancel or postpone the elections. A new
counter-revolutionary uprising was prepared in the
North, under Muharrem Bajraktari in collaboration with
Mark Gjon Marku and Figri Dine. At the same time,
at the beginning of November 1945, a memorandum
was handed to the American and British missions on
behalf of the groups of plotters, in which they demand-
ed the postponement of the «non-democratic- elections
and that the governments of the USA and Great Britain
should intervene to ensure «freedom of action» for all
the political forces within the country.

These attempts failed, because the Democratic
Government rejected every pretext of the Anglo-Amer-
icans to interfere in the internal affairs of Albania and
also because the security forces discovered the counter-
revolutionary organizations. On January 1, 1946 it was
made known that the «Albanian Unicn» was uncovered
and several clergymen at its head were arrested. In
the search of the monasteries of the Jesuits and the
Franciscans in Shkodra, weapons and munitions were
found under the altar where the priests preached
«Christian charity». On January 24, when the heads of
the American and British missions gave their secret
agents new instructions, the members of the «Demo-
cratic Union» and the leaders of the Greek agency of the
Vorio-Epirus Syllogos* were arrested. The forces of the
army began systematic chasing of the bands of Muha-
rrem Bajraktari and co.

In this manner the large-scale co-ordinated plan of
internal reaction and imperialism fo undermine and

# Association, organization (Greek).
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overthrow the people’s state power which was being
strengthened and was leading the great work for the
reconstruction of the country was foiled.

2. The Revolutionary Socio-Economic
Transformations

The reconstruction of the country devastated by
the war and the carrying out of the most urgent socio-
economic transformations were a great and difficult task
with which the people’s power was faced. The situation
was very grave. In the first period after Liberation, Al-
bania was a backward country from the economic,
social and cultural point of view, with a small popula-
tion reduced in number by chronic diseases, emmigra-
tion and the losses sustained during the war. According
to the census of September 30, 1943, the country had
1,122,044 inhabitants, of which 21,3 per cent were towns-
people and 78.7 per cent peasants. Only one city,
Tirana, had more than 50,000 inhabitants, whereas Shko-
dra had more than 25.000. Apart from Korca and Du-
rrés, the other small towns had virtually no industries
and from many aspects were not different from the
backward villages of the time. Over 80 per cent of the
population was illiterate. The foreign occupiers and the
exploiting classes left Albania in this situation of
chronic backwardness. The picture was made even
more gloomy if the great destruction and damage
inflicted by the fascist occupiers are added to it.
Hundreds of villages were reduced to ashes, the number
of burnt down and ruined houses was in excess of
62.000, the population of entire regions was left home-
less, hungry and without clothing. All bridges, big and
small, had been blown up. roads, seaports, telephone and
telegraph networks, electric power stations and water

28

supply systems were in ruins or heavily damaged;
mines had fallen into disuse; the industrial installations
of Kucova, Patos, Selenica, Pishkash, etc., had been
blown up by the Germans; nearly all vehicles had been
destroyed, heavily damaged or stolen by the enemy.

It was very difficult fo normalize the economic
situation. Trade was at a standstill on account of great
poverty, of the other consequences of the war and lack
of means of communication. Agriculture and livestock-
farming had been severely damaged. The treasury of
the new government was empty. The German occupiers
not only had plundered 253,615,390 Albanian francs
which guaranteed the circulation of the currency which
had increased during invasion, but in collaboration with
the traitors to the country had stolen the gold of the
Albanian state estimated at 8,062,827 gold francs.

Apart from these difficulties, the Democratic
Government had to take urgent measures to shelter and
secure food for about 25 thousand people from the
Albanian population of Caméria (Northern Greece), who
had abandoned their homes to escape extermination by
the Greek monarcho-fascist circles and had sought
refuge in Albania.

Our people had to cope with all these difficulties,
Which would have been great even for more developed
countries, relying basically on the internal forces. The
Soviet Union did not spare its aid, and from the first
months after Liberation it supplied Albania with wheat,
but the Soviet state was still locked in war and had also
Suffered immense destruction by the fascist aggression.
The new countries of people’s democracy were also in a
difficult situation. The western allies, and in the First
D.Iace, the United States of America which had become
I'lc_her during the war, tried to impose on Albania an
«aild» with political aims to subjugale the country and
blace it under their control. The Democratic Govern-~
ment of Albania rejected the demands of the American
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and British imperialists to extend their military missions
and later, to bring to Albania over 1,500 officers of the
Military Liaison under the pretext of organizing and
supervising the distribution of their «aid». In fact, they
wanted to create more favorable conditions for inter-
ference in the internal affairs of Albania. In January
1945 the Democratic Government accepted the aid of
UNRRA., because this was an international organization
dependent on the United Nations Organization. On the
basis of the agreement which was signed between the
Albanian government and UNRRA the latter was to
supply 10,000 tons of goods each month. This amount
of goods was quite insufficient 1o fulfil the needs of
the country for food and reconstruction. Moreover,
UNRRA, which was in fact entirely under the direction
and control of the USA and Great Britain, raised many
obstacles to delay the implementation of the plan for
supplies. The materials needed most urgently such as
lubricating oils, spare parts and tyres for vehicles were
either not delivered at all or sent in very small supply,
so hundreds of cars stood idle. The same occurred with
the supply of construction materials, telephone and
telegraphic materials, etc.

Within some months it became obvious that the
«aid» of UNRRA would not make any important con-
tribution to the reconstruction of the country and the
revival of the national economy; moreover the Amer-
ican and British imperialists tried to use that organiza-
tion for their political aims.

The Democratic Government had to take urgent
measures to secure food and board for thousands of
war victims. The committees of Social Assistance, which
had been created on instructions of the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of Albania in December
1944, did a great deal of work. Immediately after
Liberation in Devoll of Korca all the homeless families
of the region were given shelter within December

30

1944. In the beginning of 1945 thousands of people in
Tirana were fed from the free kitchens of the city
quarters and 30,060 people throughout the country
were sustained with food given by the organs of the
state power. Assistance for the families affected by
the war became a great popular movement; within three
months after Liberation the Social Assistance had
collected from the people about 3 million Albanian
francs as aid. The great popular solidarity was the main
factor that saved the war victims from bstarving.

~ Alongside the measures to assist the population
stricken by the war, the people’s power managed with
great efforts to normalize the supply of the entire
pt?ople with the indispensable things. Two months after
Liberation, in Tirana, where the situation was relatively
better than in many other towns, supplies were in gr'eef‘t.
shortage: the sugar ration for January 1945 was 100
grams per person, because of the lack of oil the elec-
tricity was often cut off at 6 pm., for days on end there
were great bread shortages and the speculators profited
from this situation. But in the beginning of the summer
of 1945 these negative phenomena began to be eliminat-
ed_, first of all, through the regular supply of the people
with bread at a fixed price. :

The efforts of the Democratic Government to
ensure the regular supply of the people, and in general,
to get over the consequences of the war as quickly as
Possible, met with resistance by the overthrown (Pxp.i(')it—
Ing classes which drew profits from the continuation
of this situation. One form of sabotaging the measures
of the government was the smuggling of gold from Al-
Eama to Koscva. Apart from this traffickers in Kosova
aig %{:\thered a great amount of Albanian paper money
il gan s‘pecuiatlons in agreement with merchants
CI;)Om _A}bamg To bqr‘_the_* wajy_to thi._s the Standing

Ommittee of the Anti-fascist National Liberation Coun-
¢il (ANLC) prohibited the trade of gold. The industrial-
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ists and merchants were compelled to declare the cloth-
ing, food-stuffs, building materials, etc., over the needs
of their families. State monopoly was established over
the procurement and selling of bread grain. Alongside
the stabilization of prices, consumer cooperatives were
created and later, the first state-owned shops were
opened to facilitate the supply of the working people at
lower prices.

By mobilizing the workers, great technical difficult-
ies were overcome, factories, mines and electric-power
stations were repaired and put into operation; within
25 days from the liberation of Kucova the production
of petrol, oil and kerosene began and was continually
increased. The damaged galleries at the mine of Sele-
nica were repaired within a few months, whereas in
Rubik the installations were immediately cleaned out.

Early in 1945, in order to give an impulse to in-
dustry, agriculture, livestock-raising, forestry and trad:
ing, more than 200 agronomists, veterinaries, foresters,
and controllers were sent to all centres and all technic-
ians available were taken into service.

People organized themselves into voluntary units
for the reconstruction of the damaged buildings and
units with the same spirit of self-sacrifice as during the
war. The reconstruction of all blown-up bridges within
a year after the liberation of Albania was a great
victory.

With these measures, within a short period the
people’s power was able to normalize the situation, to
rebuild most of the units destroyed by the war and to
put the economy of the country on the road of a new
development.

The rebuilding of the country and the further
development of the economy were accompanied with
radical revolutionary measures in the socio-economic
field. The democratic transformations in the conditions
of the existence of the people’s state power, which
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carried out the functions of the dictatorship of the
proletariat, went beyond the limits of ordinary bour-
geois-democratic reforms, restricted and paralyzed the
strength of the bourgeoisie, thus becoming an indis-
pensable premise for going over to more profound
changes of a socialist character, in combination with
the latter.

A very important measure of the people’s state
power to restrict private ownership of the main means
and tools of production and to prepare the conditions
for its change into property of the state was the law
of December 1944 of the Standing Committee of the
ANLC which decided that, in the extraordinary circum-
stances created after the war for the reconstruction
of the country, all Albanian industries and companies
should be placed under state control. This measure,
which was a form of worker control by state-appointed
commissars, helped in estimating the productive capacity
of private enterprises and their reserves, in organizing
and extending production. This measure was an imple-
mentation of Lenin’s idea that worker control is «. . .the
first fundamental step indispensable for every worker,
socialist government. . .»* Prior to the enactment of
this law, when Albania had not been entirely liberated,
the people’s state power had taken measures to place
the private property in industry under control and to
keep the state property in efficiency. Since the 2nd
Meeting of the Anti-fascist National Liberation Council
in Berat in October 1944, the councils had been given
the task of supervising the administration of the pro-
perty under their jurisdiction, of protecting and safe-
guarding the public property and controlling the in-
dustrial enterprises, which had importance for the sup-
ply of the army and the civilian population.

In the conditions created after Liberation, when

* V. I. Lenin, Collected Works, vol. 28, p. 144, Alb. ed.
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the working class was in power, its control over the
private enterprises could be exercised not only through
state control but also directly by the trade-union or-
ganizations of the enlerprises, when these organizations
were created. Both these forms of control complemented
one another. The commissars who exercised control on
behalf of the state were nominated to each important
work centre by the Ministry of Economy and maintained
connections with the local organs of power as well as
with the ministry itself. For its part, the trade-union
organization appointed a group of working people who
were to exercise control as its representatives. This
parallel control from above and below had thc same
aim: to protect the new state from acts of sabotage,
to ensure the regular continuity of the economic activity
of the enterprises.

All the workers were mobilized for rebuilding the
paralysed and destroyed industry. They assessed the
production capacities of the enterprises, raised them,
and discovered reserves of primary materials and other
material hidden by capitalist owners.

The experience gained prepared the working class
for a more effective and planned management of the
economic enterprises when they were later nationalized.

In December 1944, with the ban on the export
of precious metals and manifactured products, to pre-
vent speculations which damaged the reconstruction
of the national economy, important restrictions were
imposed on private trade. Internal private frade was
effectively placed under control of the state organs.
State control was also established on foreign trade,
which later on was changed into state monopoly. At the
same time the property of the political fugitives was
decided to be confiscated. By this measure a con-
siderable amount of assets was transferred to the state,
because many exponents of the landowners and the
local bourgeoisie were among the ranks of the fugitives.
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Based on the decisions of the Congress of Pérmet
rm‘thelrevysican and annullment of all "1,'.ht‘x {afTI‘EEIJ'i(‘1;1;%
which the Zog government had concluded -wi?h forei h
states to the detriment of the Albanian people "at -téi
be_g_mmng of 1945, by decision of the Stélndiﬁé(C(JT;ﬁ—
mittee of the Anti-fascist National Liberation Council
all state and government-controlled! assets of Italy md
Germany in Albania were confiscated. imulteiné’oéﬂ r
stat(? control was established over all the assets 11 \‘)—
ba?_na_ which belonged to Italian and Germl_a:n .‘éi*’i;laejn:'
and to Italian, German, Albanian-Italian and Ge;r"m &
_f\]bem_la.n units, undertakings and firms which f)pr‘r‘“ctgd
in AIE;ania. The concession of the National BI"l‘l;]!:.Of
i\lga‘ma and all i}s shares were likewise annuﬂcedl Its
E,&Lé[ assels and debits were transferred to the Albanian
B 4-I1-r11- fjh(_-? cu'cums';t;mcels of the fierce class struggle
,OI the 1econ¢sftruc‘.;10n of the economy of the (:mm:’,c;'v
and the restriction and liquidation of the ec;n;dm?!-
powe_t' of the bourgeoisie the government n ‘“HQI‘J;I'E"-} in
the field of finances, especially the OXH’HOFdi]:’I};V idx;r—l
tion on war profits, which was decided in Janu&ar:%-' 1.‘34"
?a‘d great importance. This law was designed for d:f)—,
b?ézttgé\n;{ezi;;»-a-r]ld plér‘]r)o_s;es: in the _firsL place, political,
o W‘I.lc; -L“f<- a : eavy blow to the rich bourgeoisie
finﬁr;nia]c%gert-i-- ‘ti\r(:(;. ijposed'to .tht? people’s power;
B R e
S pL:Lint(o ,mmicml means; economic, because it
g ouin (.‘.{c.li_uﬂ,mn a capital which was immobil-
i S ubject to it were all merchants and industrialists
Who had realized profits above 500,000 Albaniaﬂ [xc'ar;cl‘.;

dullné Lne o E e 17X d Wa o=
¥ \h mne o .h(‘ war E
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1 All enternricas o i ]
. i\];ft.nt&.pt 15e5 or companies under the direct or indirect
‘0l of the Ifalian or Ger e were E'- .
he Ifaliz or Grerman sfate were consider tate-
- e G nnsidered state




gressive, from 15 up to 80 per cent of the profit. The
law on extraordinary taxation envisaged severe punish-
ment for those who did not make their declaration on
time, who declared under their real profit, or who
hoarded or destroyed their assets. These sanctions pro-
vided even the confiscation of the assets of the taxed
subject.

The extraordinary taxation was directed against
the non-productive or parasitical forms of capital, against
the accumulations of money by the mercantile and
industrial bourgeoisie. The economic importance of this
measure emerged clearly in the conditions when more
than half the budget expenditure during the [lirst two
years after Liberation were mainly secured from the
revenue accruing from extraordinary taxation.

The extraordinary taxation was an expression of
the deepening and aggravation of the class struggle; it
dealt a blow at the financial basis of the counter-revolu-
tion and gave the revolution considerable financial
means without waiting for them to be accumulated with
ordinary methods. From the moment the taxation was
imposed until it was paid, uninterrupted struggle was
waged against the capitalists who hid the documents
of their accounts, made false declarations, tried to
deceive or to corrupt the members of the commissions.

Although in form the confiscations and the extra-
ordinary taxation were democratic measures taken in
the framework of the struggle against fascism and those
who had profited from it, in content they were socialist
measures which attacked the richest section of the
bourgeoisie. With these measures a broad sector of the

state economy was created in Albania, which would
be continually extended and strengthened.

Another important task in the field of democratic
socio-economic transformations was the overthrow of
the old agrarian relations, the elimination of the rem-
nants of feudalism. The solution of this task was an
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indl_spens;able condition for the carrying out of transfor-
mations of a democratic character and for the further
strengthening of the alliance between the working class
a'nd the working peasantiry, which is the loftiest prin:
ciple of the dictatorship of the proletariat and a premise
for thg later development of the country on the ro:;d
of socialism. : s
. Bef’n}"e the implementation of the Agrarian Reform
in Albar_ua, 7 landed families owned 3.70 per ceﬁt oE
the land, 4713 land-rich families owned 23.16 pef
cent of it, 129,961 families of middle and small pt*d—
prietors owned 60.43 per cent of the land, whereas the
rest was owned by the state. There were 21 544 peasan{
fam}hes, representing 13.88 per cont of all the families
in the countryside, which had no land at all and slavevchi
as farr;m hands on the properties of beys and aghas.
The Agrarian Relorm was prepared with great care
!:)y the_Part:y and the people’s power. Duringhthe war
Immediately after the Congress of Pérmet the economié
depar'tment had organized the drawing up of complete
agricultural statistics for every village. This work con-
gn_ued after I;iberatieu, One of the first steps towards
dpmg‘away' with the old agrarian relations was the
Irective of the economic department of September
2_2. 1944 on the confiscation of the lands of traitors and
their transfer to the peasants for use. The peasants
were also given for use the beasts of burden of Thzhes.e
?}‘;&fr.lt‘ﬁl_‘s and the products which they secured through
eir own work. In January 1945, a law was pro-
:};u}gatgd (to annul the land rents before 1944, whereas
ton%.: of 'Ii}%ét_and_l%ﬁ could be possibly reduced down
ec(ma- per (_.tl._ni, 'I"hls measure served to ease the difficult
1 omic situation of the masses of peasants and to
Ir'l({)itm?? 1.}I1-:z‘11:" exploitation by the landowners. But it did
F _[Ei‘:fmnm.e this exploitation, it even sanctioned it
The working peasantry regarded as a great in-
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justice the possibility still given to the 1:—1:"1(.‘1I0\h-_'p(.\1')c]lsllzsl:
which had linked its {'aée with ?H{hihe'ﬁraﬁu_npf( I;heir
~oimes, to rob the producers oi the - of :
{;’g;?;r? Therefore, in mass rallies t;hey (-%Fn?andlidl\gji
immediate carrying out of the Agrarian Rt.:_}} m e
1945, it was decided to carry out th.c_ mh}in}a qula-r'v‘od
without remuneration of 'al_l__ water cour s,:e.s_ '\hfl(, O] ug( b\
for irrigation or for thg industry and their free usc by
he agricultural economies. 1
= dTgl‘?esc first blows dealt to the 'lamdown;crs a_num ‘:ht,
rich peasants were f ollowedl by the law or‘l.'L}:e ;’;;L 511; z?
Reform which was proclaimed on August it ;;1._
Tmplementing the slogan launched by the E{)rxw_rfxup%é
iDaftv of Albania, «The land to those whow Al ‘1t»1‘ ‘11%.?.‘.
lands of the big beys and a_gh.as,l Sta:te‘.fil ?‘qul(dmw
estates of religious institutions, pﬂ..(:lUle‘..Eg tfll : iLﬂ j-Lv;(?
and tools, were expropriated without rem uneration and
were distributed without cost to the tillers. i
The landless and landpoor t‘-e—’%sants were ;a.]l:)t’.erd
5 hectares per head of family and 2 hectares per ?arrj?h
(.Eoun]o‘ The owners who managed their .vlm'-_..F 1.3» ‘d
modern means were given un fo 40 hec:t:+1 o}ihr\ , arhp.
the religious institutions up to 20 h_z_‘.ciﬂre_-m. \ﬁ-_dlr}as i
owners who did not engage in agriculture 11'1 : ‘:h 1._
éiven up to 7 hectares of land on the COHT.r:H..:Io::TN..\. '1_
'within 2 vears thev would manage or Work 1.,‘,].1-‘-11';
selves. Alienation of the land in anv form such '1“ kf m_
buving, leasing was m'ohibif‘od: Under a S?E—_‘.(.n:] mnn
vision of the law on the Agrarian Reform .a,he (:J\“-;‘lrtt 5
of the land were entitled to an im‘:orpn ’:fr_om 1‘.r1e.TD.! {}EJ-'II‘P FZ
of the vear 1945. This measure d}mlmshed 1.r“-"..‘.r-.:_-:_ e.r_;.
of the Agrvarian Reform which, in Qer_‘-.(‘.r'alt \fa,.s T-:\
radical. did not respond proverly to the interests of 1.._‘t(_
peasantry and the possibilities for 5 more +E0mp ete
transformation of the economie T’ij."lTJO';"!"% in ]0 muh:
tryveide, which had been created with the ‘est.:a.b.{shmfn;.
of the state of the workers and the working peasantry.
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The shortcomings in assessing land rents and in the law
on Agrarian Reform were the consequence of the in-
fluence os Sejfulla Maléshova’s opportunist views which
had become a hindrance to the further development of
the people’s revelution, and which on this problem, as
on other problems, were in conformity with those of the
representatives of the Communist Party of Yugoslavia.

The implementation of the Agrarian Reform, al-
though partial, met with opposition of the landowners
who, with threats and pressure tried to intimidate the
peasants. In this they were actively assisted by the
propaganda of the clergy. Faced with intimidation by
reaction, some wavering peasants hesitated to take the
land that belonged to them. On the other hand, the
work for the implementation of the Agrarian Reform
had shown that there were cases of formalism and
bureaucracy in the state organs and some land com-
missions. The spirit of their work was not always in
favour of the poor peasantry. Wherever the state organs
did not try to gain the support of the mass of peasants,
work was lame and manifestations of clanishness and
bias were noticed,

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of
Albania had foreseen that the Agrarian Reform could
not be carried out without fierce class struggle against
the reactionary forces. Before the enactment of the
law, poor peasants’ committees were set up on the
initiative of the Party to smash this resistance and to
hasten the application of the Agrarian Reform. They
became an expression of the interests of the broad
masses of the peasantry, levers of the Party in the
struggle against the remnants of feudalism and the
other reactionary forces.

The organization and activity of the poor peasants’
committees as an expression of the line of the masses
Which the Communist Party of Albania pursued, played
& great role not only for the application of the Agrarian
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Reform, but also for the strengthening U,E. the (‘T‘e\;;
olutionary consciousness of the poor p_vasant;},-, ?rjlg:ionm
o1 € 7 2] s or enemies, who 1tr = 8
oceasions wealthy people or e iy
distort the implementation of the Agrarian RE.L'}] 1711_,
joined these committees. Ne\r(:rthe_less. the poor pe;-ix‘
santy committees carried out their duty in struggle
against these class enemies. : i
¥ The Agrarian Reform was carrleld out mx_tﬁnn ;
short period, smashing the opposglon oldt.h;ér?\\;;?tql:?}:;a
or 45, Comrade o1 T

classes. On November 26, 1945, de . e oot
i ' e of i scribable enthusiasm distribu
in an atmosphere of indescriba oy hurea
to thousands of peasants of Myzeqge, gathf.rerdl ‘1.1;1 L'gce
village of Gore of Lushnja, the land deeds whic
Agrarian Reform gave them. i e

: Despite the shortcomings of the law on the Agr gr.asi
Reform, the giving of the land fo the working peﬁ%an;
was a 'great historic event which would be‘m owe
later by more profound revolutionary measures.

3. The Proclamation of the Peop_le’s. Republic
: of Albania, the New Constitution

The great victories achiwgd by _Lhe A}bamaga Eenprli
in the Anti-fascist National Liberation War an ‘ _u1'1\ ::
the first period after the liba‘ﬁ'a'l:um of the country were

so sanctioned constitutionally. ‘ . Hpibly
o .Ey decision of the Standing Cor_nmltt.enzqr:{_f LIR:;I. :‘-‘:1‘11)
fascist National Liberation Cou'ncllw th.n.- .;.tdl ,(zf_, an1g
of that Council was convened in bcptem.bfrxﬁltjf 31.3‘.3 2
conformity with the decisions of the Cpngxesa U‘ er
met, which envisaged that the puo_plc must‘c_fp{_::,s‘
their opinion on the future of Albania and__th(_mr,[e E}?S
decide finally, after the complete h.ber'auf)rn tod t];e
country, on the form of government 11’1(3.}- x_-\alan‘ef_. ) i
Committee adopted the law on the Consfituent As
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sembly. The law provided that the Assembly should
decide on the political form of the government and
on all acts passed by the Anti-fascist National Libera-
tion Council and the Standing Committee before it was
convened. After this it could adopt the Constitution of
Albania. The law defined the terms under which the
Constituent Assembly should be convened and its pro-
cedure. The ANLC also adopted the law on the election
of representatives of the people to the Constituent As-
sembly and the law on the lists of candidates. The
procedure of elections was defined in the spirit of
democratic principles: general, equal, direct and secret
ballot, and the necessary guarantees for the free
exercise of the citizens’ electoral right.

All Albanian citizens above 18 years of age without
distinction of sex enjoyed the right to vote, except
former ministers and members of the quisling govern-
ments, political fugitives, war criminals, enemies of the
people and others who were deprived of this right.

The electoral campaign was held under the slogans
of the Democratic Front, in struggle against the forces
of reaction. The 4th Plenum of the Central Committee
of the Party which was convened in November 1945
during the election campaign, stressed that the elections
should become a great political school for the people,
the Front and the Partv and pointed out the need to fight
against all the open or secret enemy forces which tried
to create an opposition against the state and the Front,
with the support of imperialism and fugitive traitors.

The Democratic Front presented its own list of
candidates for the elections. Apart from this list there
were also some separate candidates who represented
the bourgeois circles, but they failed completely from
lack of support among the people. The reactionary
elements who were in the ranks of the Front decided to
wait for more appropriate moments, after the elections,
to create a group or an opposition party within the
Constituent Assembly.
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Neither the efforts of reaction nor the interference
and pressure of the American and Br‘ltl:ﬁh'gov('n'nmer.its,
which went so far as to demand permission to cion_trol
the development of the elections Lhrt')uge;_h their missions
in Albania, were able to hinder the further s{;r'eng%hen—
ing of the unity of the people in t‘he ranks Ot:, the
Democratic Front and the determination o_f the Party
and the people’s power not to allow any inferference
in the normal development of the elections. :

On December 2, 1945, for the first time in E.l"fe
history of the country, general elections of a democratic
character were held. Over 90 per cent of the electors
took part in the elections and over 93 per cent of the
voters cast their ballots for the candidates of the Frop.t
By this the people expressed their approval Q'l’ the policy
of the Democratic Front and the Communist Party of
Albania, their organizer and leader. ;

The Constituent Assembly, which emerged from
the elections of December 2. was convened on ..Tanuar,\f
10, 1946. At its second session, on January 11, ﬂ_“sm
Kapo, on behalf of the delegates of Vlora. proposed fo
the Assembly that Albania be proclaimed a Peonle’s
Republic. It was supporfed by representatives of ofher
prefectures. At 12.00 of the same day the A_sé.';:emb}y
unanimously proclaimed Albania a Peovle’s Republic.
With this decision, adopted on behalf of the Albanian
people, as the Congress of Pérmet had envisaged, the
auestion of the political form of the Albanian state was
solved definitively, and, as a result, the monarchy was
abolished forever. Ahmet Zog and his heirs lost all their
previous rights and were forbidden f-_mt..r'anr:e.t'o Albania.

After the proclamation of the People’s Republic
the Constituent Assembly endorsed the legislative ac-
tivity carried out by the Anti-fascist National Liberation
Cour;cil, and, with its sanctioning, gave a definitive
character to the laws adopted by the Congress of
Pérmet till the convention of the Assembly itself.
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On January 12, 1946, the Presidium of the Con-
stituent Assembly was elected. During its election it
was noticed that a group of deputies who tried to
oppose the line of the Communist Party and the Dem-
ocratic Front, had been created within the Assembly.
This group which had begun to organize itself during
the war with the support ol reactionary elements,
especially within the ranks of the Front, now, after
establishing contacts with the American and British
missions, was trying to act in an organized manner
within the Assembly. In the name of several members
of this group, Riza Dani proposed a second list for
the Presidium of the Constituent Assembly in which
several top personalities of the National Liberation
Movement who appeared on the first list, were not
included. In their place some others were proposed,
including some of deputies who formed the opposition
group behind the scene.

Both lists were put to secret voting and the first
one won with a great majority of votes. Omer Nishani
was elected chairman of the Presidium, The Presidium
was comprised of Enver Hoxha, Myslim Peza, Nako
Spiru, Medar Shtylla, Sami Baholli, Ramadan Citaku,
Qirjako Harito and others.

The Democratic Government presented the draft
Constitution of the People’s Republic of Albania to the
Assembly, and then brought it to the people for discus-
sion. On February 5 the Assembly suspended its pro-
ceedings and convened again on February 25, 1946. In
the meantime the draft Constitution was studied and
the criticisms which were made during the great
popular discussion held at broad meetings in all institu-
tions, enterprises and with all working collectives of the
towns and villages of the country, were examined.

On March 14, 1946 the Assembly adopted the Con-
stitution of the People’s Republic of Albania. Its historic
task accomplished, the Constituent Assembly decided to
be turned into the People’s Assembly.
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The proclamation of the Constitution was an event
of great importance for the new Albanian state. It
sanctioned the social order of the People’s Republic of
Albania, the class structure of the society, the economic
base, the main rights and duties of the citizens, the

system of state organs and the sphere of their com-
petences as well as the election systemi.

The Constitution of the PR of Albania was one of
the most democratic constit
principles it proclaimed and the guar
for their implementation.

The main principle of the Consti

utions in the world, for the
antees it provided

tution was that of
the sovereignty of the people. The principles of the
unity of the state power and democratic centralism
derived from this fundamental principle.

The sovereignty of the people was expressed in the
principle: all power derives from the people and belongs
to the people. The Constitution of the PR of Albania
sanctioned the effective sovereignty of the people and
its genuine representation. This was guaranteed not
only juridically, through a democratic system of elec-
tions, and through the right of electors to control and
revoke their representatives, but mBlso through the
existence of the socialist system of the economy, which
would develop continuously from its initial stage.

The Constitution also sanctioned another principle
of importance, that of the unity of the state power. This
principle was expressed in the fact that the state power
at the centre and in the districts was realized only by
the representative organs of the state: the People’s
Assembly, the people’s councils, and the executive
organs elected by them and answerable to them.

The Constitution sanctioned democratic centralism
as an organizational principle of the state mechanism.

This principle, which combines the need for rigorous

contralism in the implementation of the state policy
broad initiative of the local

with the demands for the
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?1&12@ I(_‘)f i‘he sl.a‘ite [_30\}?9.1‘ and the administration, was
presse d in the election of the state organs, in the
subordination of the lower organs {o the .%‘1; t‘r*.io .‘“ 11("
and t}}e administration organs to the .J:epK;e.ﬁ;orit-;jr?\(;g
gl?es‘,“‘m t}?? c?n}pulsory character of the acts ofL the
.fp(.r l1or organs for the lower organs. The organization
?\ “.Lh‘.e sltate mechanism was built, without 'ma]'(ﬁ.r al-
c__rcttlor}s_. on the sound bases laid during the National

Liberation }Uar, especially at the Congress of Pél'm(:{'
;[‘hzﬂ:[ rPeop}es Assembly, which represented the sovere-
1ilgl_‘n 'y of ﬂ_m p_eop]e and the nation, was at the top. ol
Ie1pytdmld of the_state organs. The People's Assembly
?e('tf.d the_'. Pres‘,ldlurr_l which carried out some of its
unctions in the period between two sessions of th
Assembly. The Presidium of the People;s stemb1$
had the fl_,mctions and prerogalives of the hozad of +h;3
state. Unlike the bourgeois system, this orgaﬁ was runt
created to weaken the power and'compéten('o% ;f tl'Lxe
legislative organ, the People’s Assembly; it did -1:101'. have
the power to sanction the laws and decisions of t.-hlL;-
Assen:lbl_s!: did not enjoy the so-called right of \rvl'o\.
The political basis of the state were the Pc.\opi(;‘;
Assembly and the people’s councils, which elected t'}.u‘\
execpt}ve organs from their ranks and gave-thém-
a;irmmstrative functions. The government was the
highest executive and legislative organ. Bewidtt:‘s the
representative and administrative organs, the -Cor-{sti‘ﬁu:
tiog sanctioned the democratic princlpfes of H‘né or-
ganization of courts, which were elected, and Lhé a'tlor—
ney general’s office as the organ of the Pmplé"% A%—

sembly on the supervision of the laws. e
B Th(_ .Ct?_nstltgtum was the sanctioning by law of
; t.gredt wqtorles achieved by the Albanian people
ﬂl;:;ng)fhu II\J'a.tlonaI Liberation War and dur.-ing th(‘_.
it “ I?E"I_Md of the E;nnsT:'r_'uction of the new social order,
as not only distinguished for its profound democratic
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spirit, but also constituted the legal basis for the develop-
ment of the country on the road of socialism.

The Constitution recognized three forms cf owner-
ship of the means and tools of production: state, co-
operativist and private ownership. The state and coo-
perativist ownership were the support for the construc-
fion of the bases of socialism, the private ownership was
destined to be limited and later liquidated with the
intensification of the class struggle in town and country-
side, whereas the personal property created by the work
of the working people and not through the exploitation
of the others would be preserved. While recognizing
the private property, the Constitution al the same time
proclaimed that: «Nobody can use the right ol private
ownership to the detriment of the community.» An
important restriction was imposed on the private pro-
perty by the constitutional provisions which stipulated
that the land belonged to the tiller, that large estates
by no means should be left in the hands of private
owners, and that the buying and selling and other forms
of alienation of the land were prohibited. Apart from
this, the proclamstion of the principle that the private
property could be restricted and expropriated in the
general interest, was of special importance because it
opened the way to the socialization of the main means
of production.

The Constitution proclaimed the underground.
mines, forests, waters, etc., property of the state, defin-
ing that the state directs the life and economic develop-
ment of the country. The state menopely of the foreign
trade was also proclaimed. The Constituticn said that the
state supported «. ..the working masses of the people
to unite and organize against economic exploitation.»

The Constitution sanctioned the democratic rights
and freedoms of citizens and their duties, completing
and extending the rights and freedoms proclaimed in
«The Declaration on the Rights of Citizens», approved
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at the Berat session of the Anti-fascist National Libera-
tion Council in October 1944, ' B
The Constitution proclaimed and guaranteed these
fundamental rights of citizens: equality regardless of
nationality, race or religion, and the (.\.qualitv of men
and women; the socio-economic rights such as the r-ight
to work, resi, protection of health and material in-
surance, egiucation. democratic freedoms such as the
freeq-:_)m of speech, the press, organization, assoeiza'iol{
p.ublw manifestation, the right to \:j(_n‘_n in social orgﬁa.;{i}a—‘
tl_Ons and workers’ associations, the freedom of cm;q—
cience and religion; individual freedoms such. .as .tl’;e
inviolability of the person and the residence, the secrec ,
of correspondence, ote. S e
Alongside rights the citizens had definite duties
towards the society and the socialist state. The refs.o'.'.\c.i;
Of'them and their conscious implemcnmtibn b‘,-'uthh.e
citizens secured the necessary conditions for the sirvn@
thening and development of the social and state order
; bTh‘n provisions of the Constitution were a"clec:rr.
Il‘ldTC{L!Jl(}n of the character of the popular democracy in
Ali:aama. which from the beginning was presenf.n_‘-a 15 a
social order of a new higher type, in upp(_:si.t.i{-'n; of
principle to t‘he bourgeois democracy. With the ad.opt:]on.
o_f the _Consl.ﬂ:utiml the process of the political organiza-
t}mn of Athe state of the people’s democracy as a form of
the dictatorship of the proletariat was f.“Dll’lpl(}!'.(?d and
the new period of the deepening of the revolution and
the process of the construction of socialism began. :
. On 1‘,-'T"r1.1'('.h 18, 1946, the People’s Assembly at its
}1:1:'5;1: meeting charged Enver Hoxha with the task of
“nsrazjgj,ni}}j;;?& r;ﬁ(;\:?:{:]_\:ie:t:,.Yar.\:d on March 2_2 approved
St \ ,,_(J'\-c_n._nr:.aen!._har_] the duty of
EtL-l g into practice the directives worked out by the
gli?.fhmum of the Central Committee of the CPA on
1\;1?[(3511;%);?“ country forward on the road of the socialist
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CHAPTER TWO

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE COUNTRY ON THE
ROAD OF SOCIALISM

1. The Main Directions

With the attainment of the main strategic {a.im,
which the Communist Party of Albania had defined
during the National Liberation War, the people’s revolu-
tion, in ceaseless development, faced the task of carry-
ing out such socio-economic changes which would put
Albania on the road of socialist development. The carry-
ing out of changes of a democratic r_:bar:_if.’ter was an
indispensable precondition for the realization of more
profound changes of a socialist character. 4

The premises for transition on the road of SOCJ_e111.~n"m
existed in Albania. The lack of a developed caplta_hst
production and the remnants of the fo‘uda] {md patriar-
chal relations were, in fact. a oreat objective obstacle
in this direction. But this could be overcome because
there were a series of favourable internal factors such
as the establishment of the people’s state power as 1‘}10
aolitical form of the dictatorship of the proletariat which
Iwould be used to liquidate the old relations and to
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create the new socialist relations, and the great enhance-
ment of the conscience of the masses of the people who
were prepared subjectively for these revolutionary
transformations.

On the other hand, in the epoch of imperialism inter-
national conditions play a greater role in the social dev-
elopment of different countries. The development of the
socialist revolution cannot be considered only as a result
of the solution of the internal contradictions of a definite
country, but also as a result of the sharpening of con-
tradictions in the entire world system of imperialism.
In these circumstances, the premises for a socialist rev-
olution in a country like Albania existed, considering
the fact that the entire system of world capitalism has
reached the point that the socialist revolution could
triumph in its weakest links. In addition, these premises
weore strengthened by the existence of the socialist
camp as a factor of great importance which objectively
favoured the development of the revolution in different
countries. Therefore, the level of the capitalist develop-
ment of a country cculd not be considered as the only
or decisive factor for the triumph of the socialist rev-
olution.

Relying on the teachings of Marxism-Leninism and
the concrete national and international conditions, the
Communist Party of Albania elaborated the program
for the socialist transformation of the country. However,
before implementing it, the Party had to combat the
opportunist stands voiced by Sejfulla Maléshova. His
opportunist manifestations, supported by the anti-Marx-
ist stand of the Yugoslav leadership, were further deve-
loped after Liberaticn in the pelitical and economic
fields. Defending the interests of the bourgeoisie, Sej-
fulla Maléshova considered the people’s revolution in Al-
bania as a bourgeois-democratic revolution which should
lead to the consolidation and development of the capital-
ist relations. In this context, he was against measures
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of a socialist character and regarded the private sector
as a reliable basis for the state. In the field of inter-
national relations, Sejfulla Maléshova was a partisan of
an opportunist stand towards the imperialist powers and
underrated the threat of foreign reaction. He defended
the views that by following a policy of capitulation
towards the Anglo-Americans, making concessions to
them time and again, avoiding the open alighment of
Albania beside the Soviet Union and other countries of
people’s democracy, the recognition of the government
would be hastened and the international position of
Albania normalized. Sejfulla Maléshova was a supporter
of the idea to extend the Front not only with vac'illat:'-.ng
elements, but also with opponents. He criticized the
«sectarian line» which the Party allegedly had pursued
in this field.

The influence of these opportunist views was re-
flected in some directions. The stand towards reaction
was a lenient and opportunist stand which was mani-
fested in the opening of the doors of the Front and the
propesal made to the Catholic clergy fo join in a coali-
tion with the Front in fhe electoral campaign, which the
clergy did not accept. These sfands led to the admission
into the Constituent Assembly of pseudo-nationalists
who represented the reactionary forces. The stand of
compromise with reaction in the political line of the
Front was also reflected in the economic policy. The
revolutionary measures such as nationalizations, extra-
ordinary taxation, the Agrarian Reform, etc, were
adopted with some delay. A very liberal stand was
maintained towards the private sector, promising it aid
under the pretext of activizing private initiative and
the increase of production. Profiting from the situation,
some private speculators tried to create exploiting
economic organizations, disguised as «cooperativess, and
tried to gain the support of the state by charging mon-
opoly tariffs for the services to the people.
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The 5th Plenum of the CC of the CPA, held in
February 1946, which had special importance for the
life of the Party and the entlire countiry, was called to
define the main directions of socialist transformation of
the country, to attack the cpportunist line of Sejfulla
Maléshova and eliminate any influence of his views.

The Plenum severely criticized the flaws noticed
in the political and economic line of the Party, de-
nounced the views of Sejfulla Maléshova, expelied him
from the Political Bureau and the Central Committee
and orientated the Party toward the deepening of the
revolutionary socialist measures in all fields. Since the
question of state power had been sclved, the Plenum
orientated that all forces should be concentrated on the
economic policy as the most delicate sector where the
enemy attack was expected. It pointed out that the
existence of the new people’s democratic state and its
future were connected closely with the existence and
strengthening of the state and cooperalivist sector. The
main course defined in the economic policy was: «Every-
thing for the strengthening of the state sector, merciless
struggle against private capital, as much help as possible
from the state for the producer and consumer cooperat-
ives so that they become a great support for the state.*
At the same time, it pointed out that the state sector
could be strengthened not only by means of nationaliza-~
tions in different fields and the control of the private
sector, but also by creating a state-owned heavy in-
dustry, which would become the main support for the
setting up of the light industry and for the entire econ-
omic development of the country. The state sector would
be extended and strengthened on the basis of a definite
plan harmonized for all branches of the economy, based
first and foremost on the internal forces.

* Enver Hoxha, Selected Works, vol. 2, «8 Néntori» Publi-
shing House, Tirana 1975, p. 501, Eng. ed,
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In the field of agriculture the task was laid that
the Agrarian Reform should be completed quickly and
radically, the agricultural cooperatives of production
created and the policy of restriction of kulaks pursued.
At the same time, the Plenum pointed out the need for
imparting a special impulse to the entire development
of agriculture, the foreslry and livestock farming and
for arousing in the peasants the feeling of systematic
work. In order to open perspectives to agriculture the
task was set to create some model farms in which work
would be based on advanced methods and which would
become an enccuragement for the acceleration of the
collectivization of land.

In the field of education and culture, a great revo-
lution should be carried out, as in the social and eco-
nomic spheres. The Plenum decided to carry out an
educational reform which would make education and
culture the property of the broad masses of the people
and embue them with a new revolutionary content. For
this it was necessary that teachers should be trained
at rapid rates, illiteracy eliminated and as many prima-
ry schools as possible be opened; programs with a new
content should be drafted, technical schools set up, and
the broad masses of town and countryside should be
educated and take education into their hands. At the
Plenum Enver Hoxha stressed: «Education should no
longer be a weapon in the hands of the bourgecisie, but
in the hands of the workers and peasants.»®

In the field of foreign policy, the task was set
for the strengthening of collaboration with the Soviet
Union and the countries of people’s democracy, for
fighting resolutely against any pressure and threat of
the American and British imperialists.

An indispensable factor for the development of

* Enver Hoxha, Selected Works, vol. 2, «8 Néntori» Publi-
shing House, Tirana 1975, p. 501, Eng. ed.
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the country on the road of socialism was the streng=:
thening and continuous democratization of the people’s
power. Comrade Enver Hoxha warned that the enemy
would do its utmost to fight the people’s power, both
in connection with the form of the regime, using the
arguments of the mistakes and laxities of some officials.
who in the majority of cases were placed in the state
administration by reaction itself, and by endeavouring
to penetrate the state power to sabotage, to slow down
the work and to introduce all the vices of the bour-
geois regime into it. Therefore, the Plenum advised that
the check-up of the masses of the people on the state
apparatus be increased in order to prevent manifesta-
tions of bureaucracy, which could be transmitted espe-
cially by the old specialists.

On the basis of the orientations of the Plenum,
the revolutionary measurcs of a socialist character
were deepened.

The spirit and orientations of the 5th Plenum of
the CC of the CPA were reflected in the Constitution
and the program of the first government of the PRA.
This government, elected on March 22, headed by Com-
rade Enver Hoxha, was sworn in before the People’s
Assembly two days later and presented its program.
putting the construction of a new socialist Albania at
the foundation of all tasks.

2. The Deepening of Socialist Transformations
in Industry

In the spirit of the decisions of the 5th Plenum
of the CC of the CPA and in conformity with its
program the government carried through to the end the
expropriation of the local bourgeoisie and turned the
main means of production into socialist social property.
The new phase of nationalizations began with the
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decrees of March and April 1946 which proclaimed
the nationalization of the power stations and the enter-
prises of the building materials industry.

During April all pharmacies were turned into
state property. A month later, all the polygraphic,
lithographic and zincographic enterprises were nation-
alized along with all the oil, soap and leather [actories
which had remained in private possession. The flour,
maccaroni and rice-husking factories were nationalized
in the beginning of September and the mechanical
workshops in the following month,

All other enterprises of local privale capital such
as the textile and knitwear factories, the ice factories,
the soft drink factories, the alchool and cigarette facto-
ries, ete., were nationalized in February 1947. Through
these decrees all the keyv positions of the eccnomy of
the country passed into the hands of the people’s state
power. A total of 111 capitalist industrial production
centres passed into the hands of the state without com-
pensation. Only the small enterprises and workshops
which employed less than five workers were not natio-
nalized.

As in the first phase, the nationalizations were not
carried out as a single act but gradually, in conformity
with the importance the enterprises had for the recon-
struction and economic development of the country
and the material-technical and organizational possi-
bilities to manage them. Nevertheless, the nationaliza-
tions were carried out within a wvery short period.
Although the bourgeoisie was unable to organize a resist-
ance on a broad front, the capitalist owners who were
affected by the nationalizations tried to disorganize
production and to create insecurity among the workers
about the functioning and development of the nation-
alized factories. However. these efforts were imme-
diately foiled by the working class, which powerfully
supported the revolutionary measures of the state.
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Immediately after the transfer of the private
industrial enterprises into the hands of the state, they
were organized on entirely new bases. In the realiza-
tion of this task a series of difficulties arose from the
backward technique, worn out and damaged by the
war, from the shortage of primary materials and other
materials, the bad repair of buildings, the lack of the
means of transport, the limited possibilities of the state
to give them immediate and effective material-techni-
cal aid, and from the lack of cadres and experience for
the organization and managment of the work.

These difficulties were gradually overcome. In the
nationalized enterprises new regulations began to be
applied and new relations among the workers and ma-
nagers were established. The experience gathered ser-
ved as a basis to carry forward the work for the organ-
ization and management of the state enlerprises.

In March 1947, all state economic enterprises were
proclaimed common properiy of the people, managed
by the state. They were to act on their own initiative,
but would also be subject to the general economic plan
of the state. Beginning from April 1947 the manage-
ment of the activity of the enterprises was organized
on a new basis. They were divided into national eco-
nomic enterprises which were directly dependent on the
central departments and local enterprises which were
created on the decision of the executive committees of
the people’s councils of prefectures and which were de-
pendent both on the local state organs and the depart-
ments. The enterprises had to cover all their expendi-
ture with their income and to give a certain amount of
surplus to the state.

Through these measures the people’s power began
to play in a more organized and active way the role
of the organizer and manager of the people’s economy,
a role which would assume an ever greater importance
in the future.
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[ Planning is an indispensable condition for the so-
cialist economy. However in the conditions of that
period it was impossible to make a comprehensive plan-
ning based on all the financial and economic indices of
the enterprises and the harmonious development of all
the branches of the economy, because there were no
thorough studies or accurate calculations of work norms,
labour productivity, the structure of prices, the system
of wages, supply and distribution, ete. Therefore, until
March 31, 1947 the economic enterprises worked mainly
on the basis of a tentative plan. Despite its short-
comings this plan served to control the economy better
and to establish order and discipline in the enterprises.

In August 1946 the law on the general economic
plan of the state was promulgated. Subsequently the
Economic Council and the State Planning Commission,
created respectivelv in the vears 1945 and 1946. drafted
the general economic plan of the state for 1947. This plan,
too, was aimed at solving some urgent tasks for the ra-
pid reconstruction of the country. It was the starting-
point of the development of the people’s economy on
the basis of unified state plans on a naticnal level

The achievements of 1947 and the experience ga-
thered enabled the planning organs to further develop
the planned management of the people’s economy. The
plan of 1948 marked a further step forward in the de-
velopment of this economy. It envisaged a 267 per cent
increase of industrial production and a 165 per cent
increase of agricultural production compared to 1938.

However, the attainment of the planned targets
came up against the hostile sabotaging activity of the
Yugoslav leaders and their agents in Albania with Koci
Xoxe at the head. Consequently, the working class and
all the working masses had to make great sacrifices,
mobilizing all their energies to overcome the obstacles
and difficulties and to fulfil the planned tagks.

An important role in this direction was played,
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apart from the deep-going socio-economic transforma-
tions which were carried out especially after the 5th
Plenum of the CC of the Party, by a better organization
of the socialist emulation and all the construction work
in general.

The entire people rose to their feet in the struggle
for the reconstruction of the country. All over the
country, more than half a million people, men, women,
boys and girls volunteered for work. About 22 thousand
volunteers worked during 1946 for the draining of the
Maliq swamp alone. Tens of thousands of others were
engaged in the production of building materials, in
clearing away ruins in the cities, in rebuilding houses,
schools, bridges, irrigation canals, etc. To this period
belong the initiatives of large-scale actions of voluntary
labour like those for building the roads from Kukes to
Peshkopia, from Berat to Corovoda, cte, in which thou-
sands of young men and women were engaged. The
wave of actions of voluntary labour continued in the
following years, (00, and became a method for the
construction of the country.

This revolutionary drive and the great mobiliza-
tion of the broad masses of the people brought about
the successful completion of the reconstruction of the
country and the economy within a record time. During
reconstruction greater attention was paid in the first
place to those objects and projects which were of grea-
ter interest for the present and the future. Apart from
the 2031 m of brigdes built during 19495, during 1946
another 3516 m were constructed, that is, nearly all the
destroyed bridges were reconstructed within two years,
Alongside them 240 m of new bridges were built, too.
The seaports and the damaged road nelwork were com-
pletely reconstructed and 202 km of new recads were
built such as the 65 km-long Kukés-Peshkopia road
which was constructed within 5 months, the Berat-Co-
rovoda road, the Qafé-Péllumb and Kuc roads as well
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as 114 km of roads of a local character. During 1946 the
electric power stations were reconstructed and put into
operation. The entire telephone network of 4,257 km
and its 121 stations and substations were reconstructed.

In the mining sector, work began with great vigour
for the reconstruction of the mines and mining installa-
tions. Until the end of the first semester of 1947, com-
pared with the same period of 1938, 61 per cent more
crude oil, 62 per cent more purified bitumen, 15 per
cent more cement and 733 per cent more timber were
produced.

In the construction sector, the work for the produc-
tion of construction materials, the reconstruction of hou-
ses, schools, etc, continued with increased vigour,
During 1946 and 1947 about 7800 houses were rebuilt,
most of which in the districts of Gjirokastra and Korea,
as well as 530 school buildings.

The method of mass actions was broadly used also
in the construction of new projects. In 1947 the 44 km-
long Durrés-Peqin railway, the first in the country,
was built. In January 1848, a year later the Party entrus-
ted the youth with the construction of the Durrés-Ti-
rana railway. This action was completed in a record
time of about 8 months. More than 25 thousand young
men and women worked on it.

In this manner within a short period the great tasks
for the reconstruction and the economic recovery of the
country were carried out successfully. In 1946 the
country had on a whole coped with its war destrue-
tions and the 1938 level was achieved both in indus-
try and agriculture. In 1948 total industrial preduction
increased more than double that of 1938. Agricultural
production also surpassed that level.

In order to cope with the great demands of socialist
construction, about 30,000 workers and employees were
employed in the first post-Liberation months. Tens and
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thousands of others volunteered for different fields of
activity.

Apart from this, in order to combat the parasitism
of functionaries of the former regimes, of the former
landowners and speculators, in general, people who still
lived on capital and did not work, in JAugust 1947 the
compulsory mobilization for work of all that category
of people was promulgated.

Besides measures to secure the labour force, other
measures were also taken to train workers, engineers
and technicians. During 1946 many short-term courses
were opened for this purpose all over the country. So
600 people were trained at a course which was opened
in Tirana in April 1946, 5350 workers were trained in
25 courses who replaced 95 per cent of the foreign
skilled workers and fechnicians in Kugova (Stalin City),
etc. Special courses were run for managers and accoun-
tants of consumer and buying and selling cocperatives,
forest technicians, land surveyors, mechanicians for far-
ming machines, nurses, ete. By the end of 1947 about
1,700 cadres had gone through special courses organized
in Tirana.

Mass actions were also important means for the
training of skilled workers, specialists and cadres.

The attaching of three apprentices to each skilled
worker or specialist was an important measure in this
direction, which was compulsory for all enterprises.

In this manner the skilled workers and specialists
needed for the development of the economy and culture
of the country were trained.

Small-scale handicraft production still occupied an
important place in the people’s economy. According to
the census taken in 1946, in some of the more common
trades the number of handicraftsmen was about 17,000.

The interests of the people’s economy demanded
that this sphere of production and services should be
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organized on socialist bases so as to fulfil the demands
of production and consumption better, to prevent the
emergence and development of capitalist elements and
pull the craftsmen themselves out of poverty and want.
This could not be done by administrative measures, as
in the case of the big property of the bourgeoisie, or
by immediate transition to the form of socialist common
property of the entire people. Therefore the road of
socialist cooperation was followed according to the tea-
chings of Marxism-Leninism on the socialist transforma-
tion of small-scale handicraft property.

In the end of March 1946 the General Committee
of Cooperatives was set up with the task of organizing
and directing the cooperatives of production and servi-
ces in the town and countryside. At the same time the
General Constitution of the handicraft cooperatives
came into force.

Under this Constitution the means and objects of
work and production as well as work itself were co-
operated. Means of work were evaluated and paid to
their former owners by annual instalments. Remunera-
tion was done according to the quantity and quality of
the work done. The cooperative member was also enfit-
led to an equal part of the yearly profit. For his part he
was obliged to pay the cooperative a fixed quota and
take part actively in its productive activity.

By the end of 1946 there were 48 handicraft co-
operatives, in 1947 this figure doubled and by the end
of 1948 it rose to 109.

The handicraft cooperatives showed very soon their
superiority over small-scale handicraft production. The
state aided them with credits, tools, primary materials,
cadres, etc. Despite some difficulties in the first phase
of their activity they played an important role in the
increase of industrial production, in the fulfilment of
the needs of production and consumption and in the
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struggle against the black market and profiteering.
They became auxiliaries of the socialist sector of the
economy.

The decp-going expropriations of the main means
of production and circulation which were carried out
in the towns eliminated the economic base of the indus-
trial, mercantile and financial bourgeoisie and, together
with that, the big bourgeoisie itself. As a result of the
policy of prices, procurement and levies and other mea-
sures the economic position of the middle bourgcoisie
was weakened, too. With the transformations carried
out during this peried the structure of the economy and
classes changed, too. The socialist sector was created
in industry, transport, trade, finance, construction, etc.,
and became the predominant sector, which secured
the commanding positions for the new state power in
the economy, too. This sector was established in the
form of state property, the property of the entire
people, which is the highest form of socialist owner-
ship. Alongside it, the cooperativist sector was created
in the sphere of handicraft production and services as
a special form of socialist property. However, small
private property lived on for a certain period, espe-
cially in the sphere of trade and handicrafts.

To these sectors corresponded: the working class
which became the dominant class in the economy, too,
the stratum of cooperated handicraftsmen which from
its nature, economic position and political interests
stood closer to the working class, and the petty bour-
geoisic which was mainly represented by tradesmen,
petty entrepreneurs and individual craftsmen.
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3. The Deepening of Socio-Economic
Transformations in the Countryside

The transition to the road of socialism was condi-
tioned also by the complete elimination of the old
agrarian relations and the establishment of the socialist
relations in the countryside, too. An important slep on
this road was the completion of the Land Reform. Its
first phase which began with the promulgation ol the
law of August 29, 1945 and continued in the winter
of that year was realized successfully. However, the law
on the Land Reform like that on land rents did not
fully satisfy the peasantry who demanded a more
thorough-going and radical reform. Not only individual
peasants or groups of them, but also local organs and
organizations of the Party and the state sent such
demands to the centra! organs of the Party and state.

Their suggestions and proposals prompted the CC
of the Party and the government to revise the Law of
August 1945 and draft an amendment for a more radical
expropriation of the big landowners,

According to the amendment promulgated on May
27, 1946 all land, vinevards, olive groves, gardens, farm
buildings and implements in excess of the limit set
by law were subject to exvropriation. Workers, handi-
craftsmen, office workers and self-employed persons
with families in the countryside and those with land
property in the town were allowed up o half a hectare
of };{:»:i.t‘d&.ﬂ. and fruit grove, or 2,000 soguare metres of
vineyards, or 20 olive-trees,

According to these criteria the law on Land Re-
form affected nearly half the area of land and one third
of the olive-trees of the country at that time. A fotal
of 4714 big landowners were expropriated, 480 hig
estates of religious institutions and 4000 middle land-
owners who either did not till the land themselves or
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had their property confiscated as enemies of the people.
Ten thousand six hundred forty-one middle land-
owners who tilled the land themselves but who had land
in excess of these norms were also affected by the
Land Reform. A total of 288 400 hectares of land were
distributed to the peasants, of which 90 per cent to
21 544 peasant families without land and to 48 667
families with little land. Fifty per cent of the olive-
trees, about 6 000 work animals and a great amount
of farming implements were also distributed to the
peasants.

The Land Reform was completed throughout Al-
bania on November 17, 1946.

The Land Reform was the first revolution in the
socio-economic relalions in the countryside. Its main
content was the democratic transformation of the agra-
rian relations in the countryside. However, as it was
carried out under the dictatorship of the proletariat it
also contained elements of a pronounced socialist cha-
racter. Such elements were expropriation and distribu-
tion of the land free of charge; prohibition by law of the
selling, buying, mortgaging, renting of the land and
prohibition of hired labour. The Land Reform fully
applied the principle: «The land belongs to him who
tills it-

The Land Reform was carried out through a fierce
class struggle. The enemies of the reform went over
to open ferrorist acts. Their struggle assumed greater
proportions especially after the promulgation of the
amendment to the Law on the Land Reform, when the
expropriation of the big landowners, kulaks and the
rich peasants was made more radical. This struggle also
deepened the process of differentiation in the country-
side. The reactionary forces began to unite, to work
the program of their resistance and struggle and to co-
ordinate their hostile activities. These activities were
more accentuated in the distriets of Tirana, Elbasan,
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Shkodra, Bregu i Matit and Bregu i Bunés, and Koplik.
However, the vigilance of the Party, the state and the
working masses made it impossible for the enemies to
put up a general resistance against the socio-economic
reforms and the people’s power not only on a national
scale, but even on a regional scale.

Under the Land Reform, forests, pastures and big
herds of livestock were nationalized. Albania had about
1 million 130 thousand hectares of forest in 1938, of
which nearly 94 per cent were supposed to be state
forests, 1 per cent communal forests and 5 per cent of
them private forests. In reality the greater and better
part of the forests was owned by the exploiting classes,
They not only owned 99 per cent of the private forests,
but also exploited the betier part of the state forests.
All the larger tracts of forest were nationalized without
compensation. The smaller tracts of forest were made
the collective property of the villages to be administered
in common by the peasants through the people’s coun-~
cils, Along with forests, saw-mills were nationalized,
too. The amendment to the Law on the Agrarian Re-
form also included the complete nationalization of pas-
tures. About 10 000 hectares of pastures on the plains
were distributed among the peasants who would con-
vert them into arable land. Winter pastures (450,000 ha)
and summer pastures were turned into state property.

The other pastures, common property of the pea-
sants or small owners on the outskirts of villages, were
given to the people’s councils to be administered in
common by the peasants themselves.

By the law of May 11, 1948 the People’s Assembly
of the PRA decreed the nationalization without com-
pensation of all larger herds of livestock (above 400
head) together with the implements belonging to them.

Ten state livestock raising enterprises with about
100 thousand head of sheep and goats and the neces-
sary implements were set up on the basis of the na-
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tionalized livestock. The herdsmen, freed from the sa-
vage oppression and exploitation of the big livestock-
owners, were employed by the state on the basis of new,
socialist relations.

The complete solution of the agrarian problem
presupposes the transformation of all the main means
of agricultural preduction into socialist property of the
entire people. This is an indispensable condition for the
construction of socialist society and the development of
large-scale socialist production in general and the produ-
ctive forces in the countryside, in particular. Initially
state socialist ownership was established only over a
limited area of land. In the rest of the countryside there
would be a gradual transition from the small private
property to the cooperated property of the group and
then to the common property of the entire people.

The basis for the creation ol the socialist state sector
(state enterprises) in agriculture was represented by
over 5,000 hectares of the former state farms and nur-
series, part of the land gained through reclamation and
drainage, the nationalized forests and pastures, half the
olive groves expropriated and all the nationalized live-
stock.

The creation of the state sector in agriculture was of
great importance, because it laid the foundations for the
construction of the economic base of socialism in the
countryside, as it became a model of the large-scale
socialist economy and an example of organization and
production for the individual peasants.

The development and rapid progress of the state
farms and agriculture in general was closely linked
with the mechanization of work processes in agricultu-
re. For this purpose first the machine and tractor sta-
tions were set up in 1947, mainly with machinery im-
ported from abroad because pre-Liberation Albania had
only a few tractors and threshing-machines,

After the Land Reform was carried out, the fur-
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ther development of agriculture brought to the fore
the problem of the socialist cooperation of the small
agricultural economies. Based on the Leninist teachings
and considering the concrete conditions of the coun-
try, the Party decided that the socialist transforma-
tion of the peasant economies should be done in the
form of the socialist property of the group, of agricul-
tural cooperatives of production. The land and the
other main means of agricultural production, work ani-
mals, work and production were collectivized. Initially
remmuneration was reckoned at 60 per cent on the
basis of the work done and 40 per cent on the basis
of the land contributed. However, this was subse-
quently changed and from 1949 on remmunecration was
done only on the basis of the socialist principle, to cach
according to the quantity and quality of the work done.
For their private needs the peasants were allowed to
own a certain area of land, a number of livestock, one
work animal, all these making up the personal plot of
the cooperativist.

According to the directives of the Party the coope-
ratives were set up relying on the mass of the poor
peasants, who were given the land by the Land Reform,
as well as the middle peasants, by using the method of
conviction and free will. Collectivization proceeded at
a careful pace parallel with the creation of the objective
and subjective conditions. According to these directives,
along with the implementation of the Agrarian Reform
work was done to convince the peasants about the
benefit of the collectivization of agriculture. During
October-December 1946 the first agricultural coopera-
tives were set up in Upper Krutja and in Serava (Lu-
shnja district), in Dobrac (Shkodra district), in Kamica
of Koplik, in Tale and Gryké-Lumé of Bregu i Matit,
in Novosela and Risilia (Vlera district) and in Ciflig
(Saranda district).

In 1948 trFe number of agricultural cooperatives
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was 56 with about 11 thousand hectares of land, or
3.4 per cent of the arable land of the country. In April
1948 the first livestock cooperative was created in the
district of Gjirokastra.

The state gave the cooperatives great economic and
financial, technical and organizational assistance. Taxes
on collectivized agricultural economies were halved
and dues in bread grain reduced 10 per cent, the coope-
ratives were granted credits amounting to about 12
million Albanian francs during 1946-1948. Thanks to
this aid and the work of the cooperativist themselves,
the cooperatives were strengthened and developed,
thereby becoming a positive example for the remaining
individual peasants, who in the following years joined
the cooperatives in which fthey saw the only way to
emerge from poverty and backwardness.

So the socialist sector in agriculture was born and
developed, it was comprised of the property of the
entire people administered by the state, and the coope-
rativist property. At the same time, along with the
increase in the number of agricultural workers a new
social category was born: the cooperativist peasantry.
Apart from the two afore-mentioned sectors, private
property. made up of small individual economies yet
predominant in agriculture and the economies of the
kulaks, still remained in the countryside. Although
based on the private ownership of the land and the
other means of production as well as on the private
appropriation of the products of labour, due to the
provisions of the law on the Land Reform, the small
individual economy had little possibility of being trans-
formed into capitalist property. Even after the Land
Reform class differences still remained in the country-
side, the peasants were divided into poor, middle and
rich. However, a distinctive characteristic of tne peasan-
try was that from now on its differentiation was not
done in two directions, on the contrary most of the
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poor peasants were rising to the level of middle pea-

sants, whereas the bourgeoisie of the countryside was
dying away as a class.

On the basis of the directives of the Party, the
peasantry was given a relatively big aid. Despite the
difficulties in the first years after Liberation and the
limited possibilities of the state at that time, several
hundreds of millions of leks were spent on the de-
velopment of agriculture and over 1100 specialists were
placed at its disposal, about 3 thousand km of canals
were built, over @ thousand 300 ha of land were reclaim-
ed. In May 1946 work began on the draining and
reclaiming of the Maliq swamp, from which 4,250 hecta-
res of new land were reclaimed and 3,500 hectares of
land were improved in record time. Compared to 1938
the arable area incresased 143 per cent and the irrigated
area 167.5 per cent. :

State aid was of great importance [or the develop-
ment of agriculture on the road set by the Party. Com-
pared to 1938 in 1948 the arca planted with bread grain
increased 127 per cent.

The results achieved in agriculture staved off the
threat of hunger, secured a better supply of the coun-
tryside and the city with agricultural and livestock
products and of industry with primary materials.

4. The Organization of Trade on Socialist Bases

The supply of the working masses of the town and
countryside with the more necessary articles of the food
and clothing industry as well as with agricultural and
livestock products became an acute economic and po-
litical problem, as the economic situation was Very
difficult during the first post-Liberation years both
because of the great backwardness inherited from the
past and the devastations of the war and because of

68

the efforts of the exploiting classes to sabotage the
supply of the people.

This problem could not be solved as long as the
products were in the hands of private owners and tra-
desmen. So in April 1946 it was decided that, whether
owned by big or small merchants all industrial articles
destined for the market were to be blocked and decla-
red, and unified and stable prices established. In June
the state system for the buying, procurement and selling
of bread grain wuas established, a measure which made
it impossible for the privale merchants to speculate
with the bread of the people.

In September 1946 the rationing system was estab-
lished for a more correct and regular distribution of
food-stufls.

This was a temporary measure dictated by the
circumstances created in the country during the first
post-Liberation years. The state took it upon itsell to
supply with bread grain and other articles the peasants
who did not secure their bread for the whole year
round. Internal wholesale trade and foreign trade pass-
ed into the hands of the state. The administration and
distribution of goods was done in both forms of the
socialist sector of frade, state trade and cooperativist
trade.

The state sector of trade created since 1945 also
took over the procurement and reselling of bread
grain and its by-products, tobacco, olives, as well as
livestock products, depriving private tradesmen of this
right.

The cooperativist sector of trade was comprised of
the consumer cooperatives and buying and selling
cooperatives,

The consumer cooperatives, as economic organiza-
tions of the working people of the towns began to be
created since July 1945, initially in the main towns and
later in the other towns, too. Created on voluntary
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bases, they functioned on the contributions of their
members and state aid. Their organization and mana-
gement were established on sounder bases after the
creation of the General Committee of Cooperatives
(March 1946).

The buying and selling cooperatives were set up
in the countryside by the end of 1946, but their organi-
zed activity began in January 1947. Their task was to
take industrial goods to the countryside and procure
agricultural products for the supply of the towns.

The unions of selling and buying cooperatives were
created at every prefecture centre for the organization
and coordination of the activity of these cooperatives.

The state and cooperativist trade played a big role
in the supplying of the working masses, in the struggle
against the black market and profiteering, in the reduc-
tion of turnover expenses and in the lowering of the
cost of living and strengthening of the economic ties
between the town and countryside.

However the difficult conditions of that period
demanded the collection of the surplus bread grain
from the productive peasantry in the form of dues
leaving them what was needed for the maintenance of
their families and for reproduction. This was realized
through the system of the compulsory procurement of
bread grain (wheat, rye, maize, rice, barley and oats),
as well as olives and tobacco.

The compulsory procurement of the surplus bread
grain and some other products was not the rule in the
transitional period from capitalism to socialism: it was
only a temporary phenomenon dictated by the difficul-
ties of the time. The working peasantry who took part
en masse in the Anti-fascist National Liberation War
and made sgreat sacrifices for the liberation of the
country, seeing that the war devastations were great
and that the class enemies had not yet let down their
arms and that their activity like that of the external
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enemies, posed a serious threat to the victories of the
revolution, accepted it and carried it out as an indi-
spensable means to secure the supplying of the army,
the working class and the towns.

However, with the passage of time and the norma-
lization of the situation the peasantry began to feel it
as an extra burden. The enemy propaganda did not
go without leaving its mark. Serious difficulties were
created in the procurement of bread grain and the sup-
plying of the masses. The situation was made even
more difficult by the interference of the Yugoslav re-
visionists. Through unequal agreements they imposed
on the country a disproportionate extension of the areas
planted with industrial plants to the detriment of the
bread grain and opened the doors to the Yugoslav tra-
ding enterprises and private tradesmen to plunder the
products of the country.

In such circumstances, after the creation of the
state sector of industry and trade the government not
only was not able to replace the compulsory procu-
rement of the surplus produce with the system of
market exchange, but in 1947 was obliged to release
a series of ordinances on procurements which were
onerous and unstimulating for the peasants, although
in principle they preserved their class character and
responded to the general vital interests of the work-
ing class and the poor peasantry.

Only in August 1948 were some changes made in
the procurement system, collecting not all the surpluses
from the peasants but only part of them according to
differentiated tariffs which considered both the quality
and quantity of the land. :

However this form of procurement, although it
satisfied the interests of the peasantry and to a certain
extent stimulated production still left room for distor-
tions which led either to the compulsory procurement
of all surpluses or to excessive amounts of bread grain

71




and other products remaining in the hands of the pro-
ducers. This derived both from the lack of precise sta-
tistics on the acreage of each peasant economy and
from the lack of experience in determining the quality
of the land and the amount of dues.

However, in the then conditions of the country,
the policy pursued by the Party and the people’s power
in the field of procurement was necessary. [t achieved
an important purpose, because it secured the supplying
of the working class and all the other working masses
of the town and countryside as well as the army.

Radical changes were made in taxation, too. The
former financial system was abrogated and a new sys-
tem was established on the basis of progressive taxation
on income from agricultural products. According to this
system of taxation the poor peasants paid less than
half the tithe. They were excluded from taxation of
livestock, buildings ete., and a policy of their constant
unburdening from taxation was followed.

5. Development of Education, Culture and
Improvement of Living Conditions

After Liberation work began for the reconstruction
of the schools destroyed by the war and the opening of
new schools, for training teachers and securing the ne-
cessary material base. This was one of the major pro-
blems of the period of the reconstruction of the country
and it was rapidly solved. Many initiatives were taken
throughout the country. A brilliant example was set by
the Hero of the People, teacher Ndrec Ndue Gjokal,

1 Ndrec Ndue Gjoka was murdered by the enemies of the
people’s power at the WVarra Gorge on 17.2.1946.

who trained tens of teachers himself and opened schools
and courses against illiteracy threughout the entire re-
gion of Mirdita.

The orientations of the 5th Plenum of the CC of
the Party for the construction of socialism were also
carried out in the field of education finding their
concrete expression in the Educational Reform. The
fundamental principles on which this educational re-
form was based were sanctioned in the Constitution of
the PRA in which it was said that the state guarantees
all strata of the population the possibility to attend
schools and other cultural institutions free of charge,
that it pays special attention to the education of the
youth. The separation of the school from the church
and its dependence on the state were sanctioned, as
well as prohibition of private schools and compulsory
primary schooling for all.

On August 17, 1946 dhe law on the Educalional
Reform was promulgated in all its links: pre-school
education, general education, vocational education and
adult education. The structure of the ll-vear general
education school was defined in its basic links: 4-vear
primary education and 7-year unified education. Prima-
rv education was made compulsory for all children, girls
and boys, from 7 to 14 vears of age. The school years
1946-1948 were vears of intensive work for the applica-
tion of the principles of the Reform. During those years
primary education covered 2 378 inhabited centres out
of the 2 602 Albania had at that time and included 93.7
per cent of the children subject to compulsory educa-
tion. Seven-year education also assumed broad extension
in all the districts of the country.

For the children of remote mountain villages, of
nomad shepherd families and others, summer schools
were opened and ambulant teachers engaged. Pre-school
education was also developed at rapid rates.

At the same time the bases were also laid for lower
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and medium technical vocational education, in which
over 12 thousand pupils were included since the first
year. In 1946 the Two-year Pedagogical Institute was
opened which prepared the later transition to complete
higher education, etc. Part-time education for adults
was organized, too. In the school year 1947-1948 there
were 948 primary, 7-year and secondary schools with
28 171 students.

Great attention was paid to the training of teaching
cadres. Going to the countryside as a teacher was an
act of high patriolism. Responding to the call of the
Party hundreds of communists and youth of the southern
regions went to work in the mountainous regions of
Central and Northern Albania. Teachers with insuffi-
cient training went through part-time courses. In this
period the training of higher cadres was done mainly
abroad, in the Soviet Union and other countries of
people’s democracy. From 1945 to 1948, 815 students
were sent abroad for studies. Cadres were trained not
only for education, but also for the other branches of
the people’s economy, the health service, etc. So in this
stage the foundations were also laid for the training of
the new people’s intelligentsia, the main base of which
were the sons and daughters of the workers and the
working peasantry, tempered in the fire of the people’s
revolution.

The Reform radically democratized the educational
system and was the most important step for the begin-
ning of a profound, all-round cultural revolution which
was realized in the later periods.

At the same time the struggle against illiteracy
continued. By government decision of February 1947,
all illiterates, men up to 50 years of age and women
up to 40 years of age, were obliged to learn writing
and reading at special courses. '

In the course of the struggle against illiteracy in
1948 119 thousand illiterates learnt to read and write,
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which showed that this struggle had entered a decisive
phase.

In the spirit of the decisions of the 5th Plenum the
entire material base of propaganda work, printeries,
cinemas, publishing houses ete., passed into the hands of
the state and were placed at the service of the working
masses. This material base was extended and sireng-
thened further. The press assumed great development.
Apart from its central organs, local organs were created
in every prefecture. In 1948 25 press organs were publi-
shed throughout the entire country with a circulation
of about 1 million copies as against about 8 thousand
copies before the Liberation. The number of libraries
increased, too. Three hundred seventy-three new librar-
ies were set up in the countryside. Alongside with them
pioneer and youtlh houses, houses of culture and reading
halls were set up, and artistic groups were created
everywhere.

State institutions were founded for the organiza-
tion and direction of the cultural creativity such as
the enterprise for the Book Publishing and Distribution,
the Enterprise of Cinematography and the Committee of
Culture and Art. During these years the first Albanian
newsreels were produced. The all-round development
of the country on the road of socialism called for the
organization and development of scientific work. For
this purpose in January 1948 the Institute of Sciences
was founded. In 1948 the Archaeological-Ethnographic
Museum and the Museum of Natural Sciences were
founded. These organisms laid the bases for the scien-
tific-research work.

Immediately after the Liberation of the country,
an important task was that of the overcoming of the
backwardness inherited from the past in the health
service. Disinterest of the anti-popular regime of Zog
had led to the spread of many contagious diseases.
Economic difficulties and the war destructions further
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aggravated the health condition of the masses of the
people. Urgent and energetic measures were called for.
Therefore the necessary apparatus of the health service
was immediately set up at the centre and the base.
The existing health institutions were taken over by the
state. Out-patient medical service became free of charge
and prices for all medicines were reduced by 25 per
cent.

On this material basis measures began to be taken
against the more dangerous conlagious diseases. The
anti-malaria campaign began. At that time this disease
affected nearly 60 per cenl of the population. In 1946
32 dispensaries and 18 cenftres for anti-larvae spraying
were set up in the more populated and more con-
taminated areas. Measures were also taken for the
draining and disinfection of swamps, canals and other
hotbeds of infection. As a result of this campaign which
continued until 1948 the level of malarie infection was
reduced by 41 per cent and the rest of the population,
especially the workers and youth who worked in these
zones, were protected from that disease.

In 1947, an organized campaign began also against
syphilis and tuberculosis. Within a few years the sources
of syphilitic infection were eliminated, whercas through
treatment and preventive measures tuberculosis was
greatly circumscribed.

Since 1946 the mass vaccination of the children
began against diphtheria, typhoid, etc. Consultation
clinics for mothers and children were set up and the
medical control of school children was organized. A
series of measures were taken for the protection of the
health of the workers, through the improvement of
working and living conditions.

Together with prophylactic institutions, many new
hospitals and eclinizs were also set up. The number of
hospitals increased from 8 there were in 1938 to 12 and
the number of beds from 810 to 2,180, apart from 29
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rural kospitals, sanatoria, maternity homes, out-patient
clinies, centres for the prevention of diseases, dental
clinics and children’s creches.

For the training of the health cadres short-term
and long-term courses were opened at which nurses,
midwives, laboratory workers, radiclogists, health in-
spectors were trained. In 1948 the 3-ycar school forl
assistant doctors was opened from which hundreds of
cadres graduated. One hundred fifteen students were
sent abroad to study medicine.

With all these measures the threat of epidemic was
averted, and the health of the people was protected and
improved.

The proclamation of the program of socialist con-
struction of the country and the consistent implementa~-
tion of socio-economic reforms, according to the deci-
sions of the 5th Plenum of the CC of the Party, in-
furiated the enemies even more. They tried by all
manner of means to sabotage the carrying out of these
reforms. A group of reactionary deputies in the new
parliament began to express themselves openly against
socialist transformations, trying to create all sorts of
obstacles to the endorsement and implemum,atiop 'of
the laws; gangs of criminals started a tvr'r‘orjsi.. activity
against the cadres of the Party and the p(‘r()Ple's power,
as well as against ordinary people who fought con-
sistently for the implementation of the line of the Party.
The enemy launched an unresirained propaganda
campaign against the people’s power so as to arouse
doubts about its stability. This was accompanied by
pressures and threats on the part of the main imperialist
powers.
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On September 9, 1946 the internal enemies, abetted
by the Anglo-American imperialists, after mustering
about 450 people, among whom many ordinary pcople
they had managed to deceive, launched an attack against
the city of Shkodra. This altack was to serve as a signal
for the armed intervention of the Anglo-American
armies. However, this counter-revolutionary movement
was nipped in the bed within one day.

In the meantime the enemies began large-scale
sabotage work through the recruitment of bourgeois
technicians formerly linked with reaclion and fascism
to wreck the major project of the draining of the Maliq
swamp, the industrial installations at Kucova and Ru-
bik, the construction of reads and bridges, etc. ‘Along
with this and their efforts to hinder the implementa-
tion of economic reforms, the enemy did their utmost
to damage the new state power through the smuggling
of gold, the falsification of money, the sabotage of the
procurement system, etc. The reactionary clergy, es-
pecially the Catholic clergy, carried out an intense
hostile activity.

During 1946 a series of enemy groups and organiza-
tions were uncovered and condemned. Their trials
exposed the desperate attempts of the forces of internal
and external reaction to change the situation in Albania
and showed the dangers which threatened the people’s
power and the gains of the Revolution. In these condi-
tions the Party and state called on the masses and these
did everything to assist the People’s Army, the ‘State
Security and the people’s police in uncovering and
combating the activity of the class enemy. They
took an active part in a series of military operations
and other activities which resulted in the wiping out
of 103 counter-revolutionary organizations and groups
of agents, 145 armed gangs and the successful coping
with 1 035 border provocations.
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Despite these achievements in the directive reieased
in June 1947 the Party stressed that «The work of the
enemy should be taken seriously, therefore, vigilance,
constant revolutionary vigilance is demanded. . .»*

# Principel Documents of the PLA, Tirana 1971, vol. 1, p.
458, Alb. ed.
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CHAPTER THREE

THE FOREIGN POLICY OF TIIE PRA IN THE
YEARS 1944-1948

1. Defence of the Rights of Albania in the
International Arena

One of the greatest achievements of the people’s
revolution in Albania was that it gave birth to an
Albanian state that was entirely new, not only from
the stand-point of its internal socio-political order, but
also as an active positive factor of foreign policy.

The new Albania based its foreign policy on its
own national interests as well as on those great ideals
of progressive mankind — socialism and communism,
with which the fate of its people was closely linked.

One of the problems which the people’s power
encountered in the field of foreign policy after Libera-
tion was that of the recognition of the Democratic
Government. In its first programmatic declaration of
October 23, 1944, the Democratic Government of Al-
bania had made clear its desire for recognition by the
Great Allies, Great Britain, the Soviet Union and the
United States of America, and by all the members of
the anti-fascist bloc, as the only government of Albania.
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At the end of December 1944, after the whole country
had been liberated, the head of Government, Comrade
Enver Hoxha, wrote to the governments of the Soviet
Union, the United States of America and Great Britain,
in the first place, seeking their official recognition of
the new Albanian government.

The Democratic Government had all the attributes
necessary for immediate recognition and the establish-
ment of normal diplomatic relations with it. Its position
was clear both within the country and on the interna-
tional plane. Not only did it exert full authority over
the whole country, but even abroad there was not
any nominal «government» or reactionary organization
which could raise doubts about its right to emerge as
the only representative of Albania in international
relations. Nevertheless the question of recognition of
the Democratic Government was delayed for some time,
and this occurred because the governments of the im-
perialist powers, Britain and the USA, hindercd the
settlement of it.

At first London and Washington posed as allies and
well-wishers of the Albanian people, therefore they did
not dare come out openly against the people’s power,
the Democratic Government. They asked for time,
allegedly to inform themselves about the representative
character of the government and the basis and support
it had among the people, before finally deciding to
recognize it.

In January 1945 the British and the Americans
withdrew the missions they had in Albania during the
time of the war and sought to replace them with other
missions whose duty would be to «prepare the terrain»
for the recognition of the Democratic Government.

In order to deprive the British and the American
governments of any pretext, the Albanian government
gave its approval for this temporary measure, consider-
ing it as a means to smooth the way to the establishment
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of full official relations with the Allied Great Powers.
A new British military mission arrived in Tirana in
March 1945 and a diplomatic mission of the Department
of State of the USA arrived in May.

Despite the close links it had with our government
at that time, the government of the USSR, also, sent a
new military mission to Tirana in June 1945. Having
approved the «Declaration on Liberated Europe» adopted
at the Yalta Meeting, on the basis of which the three
allied powers undertook to co-ordinate their stands in
regard to the newly formed governments in the liberated
countries of Europe, the Soviet government was obliged
to act in the same way as the two other allied powers,

This situation continued until the autumn of that
year, when seeing the unjustified Anglo-American pro-
crastination on this problem, the Soviet government
decided to take independent steps. In a note delivered in
Tirana on November 10, 1945, it announced its recogni-
tion of the new Albanian government and diplomatic
relations between the two countries were established in
December.

Meanwhile the Albanian government had been
recognized by a number of other countries of Eastern
Europe, which had affinities with the new Albania by
virtue of their common efforts in the Anti-fascist Natio-
nal Liberation War. Thus in May 1945 it was recognized
by Yugoslavia, in October-November by Poland, Bul-
garia and Czechoslovakia, and later, in 1947, by Hunga-
ry and Rumania as well. In December 1945 the Alba-
nian government was recognized by France, too, the
only one of the three main Western powers which esta-
blished normal diplomatic relations with the Democra-
tic Government of Albania.

In November 1945 when the Albanian government
was recognized by the Soviet Union, it seemed, at first,
as if the governments of the TUSA and Great Britain
would act in the same way. Indeed they presented the
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step taken by the Soviet government as a result of
preliminary consultation between the three powers. Pre-
cisely on November 10, the day when recognition of our
government by the Soviet Union was announced, the
British and the American missions each delivered a
note to our government in which instead of immediately
and explicitly recognizing the Democratic Government
they linked recognition of it with certain conditions
and demanded «assurances.

First of all the two governments tried to exploit
the question of recognition in order to interfere in the
internal affairs of the country, especially in the elec-
tions to the Constituent Assembly which were to take
place on December 2, 1945. With the clear aim of
inciting the reactionary clements, they demanded as-
surances that the elections would be free and foreign
correspondents would be permitted to observe the way
they were conducted, at first hand. In its note th_e
Department of State of the USA went even further: it
demanded that the Albanian government recognize
that «the treaties and agreements signed between the
USA and Albania before the war, up till 7 April 1939,
remain in force.» It was not hard to understand that
with this the American government aimed to attack
one of the main decisions of the Congress of Pérmet,
which demanded a review of the international agree-
ments of the former Albanian state and the abrogation
of all those acts which could infringe the sovereignty
of the Albanian people and the independence of the
new people’s Albania.

The Democratic Government’s reply to the Anglo-
American attempts was clear and unequivocal.

In the note handed to the British and American
missions in Tirana those days, Enver Hoxha firmly re-
stated the intention of the Democratic Government to
respect the freedom of elections irrespective of any
sectional interest or external pressure, by adhering
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strictly to the law on the elections adopted by the
Anti-fascist National Liberation Council. At the same
fime, in order to deprive reactionary circles of any
possibility of subsequent misrepresentations among
international public opinion, about the conduct of the
elections in Albania, Enver Hoxha announced that the
Albanian government gave its approval for press repre-
sentatives of the East and West to come to observe the
development of the election campaign at first hand and
to witness the complete freedom of the electors to ex-
press their will. As to the special condition put lorward
by the American Department of State, without in any
way infringing the spirit and essence of the decisions
of the Congress of Pérmet, the reply of the head of the
Albanian government pointed out that the Democratic
Government could hold separate talks with the Ame-
rican government on the issue of pre-war treaties, but
only after diplomatic relations between the two coun-
tries had been established.

The great victory of the Fronl in the elections of
December 2, 1945 was another heavy blow to the plans
of external reaction in connection with Albania. It
showed clearly that the new pleople’s power was based
firmly on the people. The British and the American
official representatives, together with the correspon-
dents of foreign newspapers and agencies, were obliged
to admit publicly that the results of the elections of
December 2 were a faithful expression of the real si-
tuation and the aspirations of the Albanian people. For
a moment it seemed that, after this, the governments
in London and Washington would not close their eyes
to this reality and would decide their policy towards
Albania in conformity with it.

At the beginning of 1946 the British government
announced its desire to exchange normal diplomatic
representatives with the Albanian government. Indeed
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the two sides reached agreement on the establishment
of legations in their respective capitals.

Meanwhile, however, at a series of trials held in
our country many facts began to come out about the
active involvement of members of the British missions
in Tirana in the plots hatched up against the people’s
power, This showed that the leading circles of Britain
had not altered their former stand. It was clear that
they considered the establishment of relations with the
Albanian government as a means to lull the people’s
power to sleep. The press and the entire Albanian
public did not hesitate to denounce the secret intrigucs
and two-faced stands of the British,

Infuriated by the discovery and [oiling of ils plots
the government in London decided to take «a hard line»
towards Albania. It described as «impermissibles the
«attitude of the Albanian authorities» who, by making
known the above-mentioned facts, had allegedly im-
pugend the dignity of Britain as a great power. In Febru-
ary, it imposed certain new conditions for the despatch
of its representatives to Tirana; it demanded that the
Albanian government accord them special treatment
and recognize them certain rights in excess of those
normally accorded diplomatic representatives.

The Albanian government rightly rejected this de-
mand. As a countermeasure London ceased any effort
to establish relations with Albania. In March it with-
drew its military mission from Tirana, while in May,
on the pretext of a minor incident provoked by two
British warships off the southern coast of our country,
it announced that it would not send its minister to
Tirana. From then on, the British government comple-
tely abandoned the question of establishing relations
with the Albanian government.

The outcome of the issue was the same with the
government of the USA, too. The State Department
persisted in its demand for «the continuation of the
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pre-war treaties and agreements» which had been en-
tered into with the former Albanian state. The Ameri-
cans stepped up their pressure, especially, after the
turn which Anglo-Albanian relations took, hoping that
now the Albanian government would yield and make
concessions. In the talks which were held in the sum-
mer of 1946, however, the government of the PRA made
it clear that it had no intention of deviating from the
fundamental principles of its foreign policy defined
during the time of the war. On this occasion it repeated
its readiness to examine this problem concretely after
the establishment of normal relations. Like the British
government, however, the American government had
already decided to pursue an openly hostile policy to-
wards the new Albania and in November 1946 it, too,
withdrew its mission from Tirana. From that time on
there have been no official relalions whatscever be-
tween the two governments.

Assessing the experience of the struggle which ‘Lhe
Party and the people’s power waged against the hostile
attempts of the Anglo-American imperialists, Comrade
Enver Hoxha writes: «The consistently correct rev-
olutionary stand of the CPA during the war and in the
first post-Liberation years, towards the anti-Albanian
policy and hostile interference of the Anglo-Americans
and towards every other problem, played its vital role
in the achievement and consolidation of the complete
independence of our country. Later, the experience of
this stand was to serve us in determining and pursuing
a correct, principled, open and consistent policy to-
wards friends and enemies of every type.»*

After breaking off even those few links which they
had with the Albanian government the two imperialist

% Enver Hoxha, The Anglo-American Threat to Albania

(Memoirs), «8 Néntori» Publishing House, Tirana 1982, pp. 432-
433, Eng. ed.
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powers of the West did their utmost to prevent it from
emerging in the international arena. Nevertheless, they
were unable to reverse the process of the consolidation
of the external position of the new people’s Albania.
During 1947-1948, a considerable number of govern-
ments of foreign countries, both socialist and capita-
list, recognized the Albanian government and establish-
ed normal diplomatic relations with it.

The hostile policy of the USA and British towards
new people’s Albania was displayed not only in regard
to recognition of the Democratic Government. The two
western powers adopted an anti-Albanian attitude on
all issues which had to do with the rights of Albania
after the Second World War.

There was not the slightest doubt that at the end
of the war the internafional position of Albania was
quite clear. Albania was one of the countries which
had fought shoulder to shoulder with the United Na-
tions in the anti-fascist coalition, hence a triumphant
allied country.

Fully within its rights, in March 1945, the Alba-
nian government demanded that Albania be invited to
take part in the San Francisco Conference which was
to be held at the end of April that year in order to
found the United Nations Organization (UNO). How-
ever, its demand was rejected by the Department of
State of the USA on the formal pretext that those
governments which had not yet been recognized by the
allied powers could not be invited to send their repre-
sentatives to the San Francisco Conference. Thus, a
vicious circle was deliberately created; the Albanian
government was not recognized and this fact was used
as a pretext for not inviting Albania to the international
conferences on major post-war problems. At the end
of January 1946 the Albanian request was taken to the
Security Council and thus was included in the normal
procedure envisaged by the UNO Charter for the admis-
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sion of new members. Albania’s application for member-
ship was the first recorded in the annals of UNGO, but
it had to wait 10 years before it could enter the ranks
of that organization.

At first, neither USA nor Britain expressed open
opposition to the admission of Albania to UNO. The
American and British representatives in this organiza-
tion called for more careful study of the problem and
for delaying a decision until more opportune moments.
Only the government in Athens came out openly aga-
inst the Albanian application, In January 1946, when
the Albanian application was discussed in the Security
Council for the first time, the Greck foreign minister,
Rendis, presented the non-admission of Albania as an
issue of principle. He came out with the slanderous
thesis that Albania had taken part in the war against
Greece and that countries thal had taken the side of the
fascist powers could not be admitted to UNO. These
allegations encountered the firm, well-reasoned opposi-
tion of the representatives of the Scviet Union and the
countries of the people’s democracies. Indeed doubts
about these allegations were expressed by the represen-
tatives of certain Western countries, also. In August
1946 the Albanian anplication for admission was put to
the vote in the Security Council. Although the majority
of the members voted in favour of Albania’s applica-
tion, it was vetoed bv USA and Brifain. Thus, these
two governments, which vup till then had acted covertly,
mostly through the Greek government. now came out
openly against the admission of Albania to UNO.

The Albanian government had to overcome great
obstacles, also, in connection with the participation of
Albania in the formulation of peace freaties with Ttaly
and Germsnv, Albania had raizsed the problem of its
right to take part in the drafting of these freaties as
carly as Sentemhor 1045 when the question of the
Peace Trealy with Italy was discussed at the first meet-
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ing of the Council of Foreign Ministers of the four big
powers in London. Nevertheless, the PRA was not in-
cluded in the list of states invited to send representa-
tives to the Paris Peace Conference at the end of July
1946.

In the end, the Conference was obliged to discuss
the specific question of the participation of Albania,
and despite the open opposition of Greek representa-
tives, it invited the Albanian government to send a
delegation to Paris. But, because ol the insistence of
the western powers, headed by the USA and Britain,
Albania’s rights were still violated, since it was invi-
ted to take part not with full rights like all the other
participating countries, but only ‘with consultative
rights, allowing it to be heard in regard to the Peace Tre-
aty with Italy. Despite this the government of the PRA
deemed proper to send its delegation to Paris because
it was important that the Peace Conference should hear
the voice of Albania. The Albanian delegation went lo
the French capital in August and was headed by Com-
rade Enver Hoxha in person. The first step it took upon
its arrival in Paris was to issue a statement in which
it condemned the injustice done to Albania by treating
it differently from the other participating countries.

During the proceedings of the Peace Conference,
both the profoundly hostile attitude of the USA and
Britain towards the PRA and the tendency cf the go-
vernment in Athens to take advantage of this in order
to realize its old plans for the partitioning of Albanian
territories, emerged clearly.

Taking no account of the altered circumstances
after the Second World War and with a total lack of
political realism, the leading circles of Greece wanted
to repeat at the Paris Conference in 1946 those same
intrigues to the deiriment of Albania that had been
hatched up at the Peace Conference alter the First
World War. Again taking up the thesis that Albania was
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allegedly «in a state of war» with Greece since October
1940 when fascist Italy declared war on Greece, the
Greek prime minister, Tsaldaris, declared that this si-
tuation would come to an end only with the signing of
a peace treaty between the two countries. This was just
a new way in which the Greek ruling circles could pre-
sent their old territorial claims to the district of Korca
and Gjirokastra in Southern Albania, the annexation of
which was presented by Greece as a condition for the
restoration of peace between the two countries. Aware
of the weakness of its position, the government in
Athens also tried the course of secret agreements: du-
ring the proceedings of the Conference, at a secret mee-
ting it proposed to the Yugoslav government that they
should come to terms over the division of the Albanian
territory, just as they had done at the Peace Conference
after the First World War with the Titoni-Venizellos
Agreement of 1919. Mosa Pijade, the Yugoslav repre-
sentative at dhe Peace Conference, refused Tsaldaris’
proposal, and moreover denounced it publicly at one
of the sessions of Conference. But, as subsequent ev-
ents showed clearly, the aim of the Yugoslav leaders
was to annex the whole of Albania themselves.

The head of the Albanian delegation, Enver Hoxha,
made a very important speech at the Conference: «The
Albanian people, few in number, but great in the sacri-
fices they made for the common cause-, he said, «are
not here to discuss their borders, but to express and
demand their rights.»* After expressing his protest aga-
inst the injustice which had been done to Albania by
not inviting it to the Conference as a member with full
rights, Comrade Enver Hoxha demanded that the Peace
Treaty with Italy should create conditions which would

# Enver Hoxha, Selected Works, vol. 1, «8 Néntori» Publi-
shing House, Tirana 1975, p. 610, Eng. ed.
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prevent the repetition of the Italian aggression against
Albania, that it should contain provisions limiting the
gize of the Italian armed forces, and include fair com-
pensation for the damage Albania had suffered from
the fascist aggression.

Despite the support of the Soviet Union and some
other countries, none of the demands of the Albanian
delegation found a positive solution at the Conference.

It was only at the meceling of the Council of Fo-
reign Ministers of the four powers in November-Dece-
mber 1946 in New York at which the final editing of
the Peace Treaty with Italy was done that, on the insis-
tence of the USSR, Albania was described as «associa-
ted power» in regard to the implementation of the Peace
Treaty with Italy. Likewise, at this meeting Albania’s
right to war reparations from Italy was recognized, but
a sum totalling only 5 millions dollars, far less than
the wvalue of the damages claimed by the Albanian
government.

The Peace Treaty with Italy, together with the
peace treaties with Bulgaria, Hungary, Rumania and
Finland, was signed in Paris on February 10, 1947. In
October of the same year the PRA joined the Peace
Treaty with Italy.

The Peace Treaty with Italy contained a series of
provisions which had to do directly with Albania. How-
ever, two were the most important: article 27, on the
basis of which Italy promised to respect the sovereignty
of Albania, and article 28, which placed Sazan Island
fully under the sovereignty of Albania. That island had
long been recognized as belonging to Albania by the
international acts on the borders, but it had been arbi-
trarily held by Italy. In general, the provisions of the
Peace Treaty with Italy which had to do with Albania
constituted an important success achieved in the foreign
policy of the PRA. Despite the opposition of the USA
and Britain, Albania was officially ranked among the
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states that emerged victorious in the Second World
War.

After this, the diplomatic activity of the PRA was
concentrated on the question of Albania’s participation
in drafting the Peace Trealy which had to be concluded
with Germany, on which talks were being held at that
time. This question had been discussed in a preliminary
and partial way as early as November 1945, when the
Conference on the Reparations from Germany met in
Paris, according to the decision of the Potsdam Confe-
rence.

The Albanian government was invited to take part
in this Conference and prescnted its elaim there. Once
again Albania’s rights were violated because the sum of
reparations from Germany allocated lo it was far less
than the real damage the nazi invaders had inflicted on
it. Nevertheless, the fact that Albania was included
among the states which were enlitled to reparations
Irom Germany had political importance. This was
reflected, also, in the final act of the Paris Conference
of January 1946, on the basis of which Albania became
a member with full rights of the Inter-Allied Reparations
Agency (IARA). Thus, the question of Albania’s partici-
pation, too, in the drafting of the Peace Treaty with
Germany could be considered solved positively, from
that time on.

Later, when the governments of the USA and Britain
took an openly hostile stand towards the PRA, the re-
peated requests of the Albanian government to have its
representatives in the procedure of drafting the Peace
Treaty with Germany met the stubborn opposition of
the two western powers. In this case the USA and
Britain displayed thir total disregard for both the final
act of the Paris Conference of January 1946 and the
Peace Treaty with Ifaly of February 1947, which cle-
arly defined the position of Albania as a country which
had been a victim of the nazi-fascist aggression,
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A serious threat to the independence and territorial
integrity of PRA began to develop from the Greek
monarcho-fascists, in particular. At this time a great
clamour was raised about the so-called «Greek question».
The aim of this clamour was to divert attention from
the open armed intervention by the Anglo-Americans
in Greece to crush the Gresk people’s forces and to
focus it on the unfounded accusations about an ima-
ginary «intervention» in the civil war in Greece by
its northern neighbours, including Albania. In connec-
tion with this a whole propaganda campaign was whip-
ped up and this occupied a large place in the sessions
of the General Assembly of UNO.

The leading circles in Athens, and the British and
the American governmenis hiding behind them could
not forgive Albania its stand of sympathy and solida-
rity with the Greek progressive forces. Besides this, the
Greek monarcho-fascist forces thought that the appro-
priate time had come for them to put into practice their
plans for expansion at Albania’s expense.

As a consequence, a grave situation which threaten-
ed the territorial integrity of our country was created in
the southern border regions. This situation was further
aggravated by Greek provocations along the border. By
continually organizing incidents and clashes on land,
sea and air, the Greek government hoped to gain a
means of pressure in order to separate the regions it
wanted from Albania.

One of the many problems in the field of foreign
policy which the PRA had to cope with after the war
was the incident which occurred in the autumn of 1946
with some British warships in the walers of the Corfu
Channel close to the Albanian coast. This incident would
not have assumed the proportions it did, but for the
hostile policy of Britain towards people's democratic
Albania. The British government deliberately concoc-
ted this incident, exaggerated it beyond all reason, and
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used it as a pretext to launch another anti-Albanian
campalgn.

At the end of October 1946, while sailing in battle
formation in the waters of the Corfu Channel off Saran-
da in an attempt to intimidate the Albanian people,
some British warships struck mines and suffered ma-
terial damage and human losses.

The British government used this incident as a
pretext to violate the territorial sovereignty of the PR
of Albania, by sending a large number of units of the
British fleet to the walers of the channel (which is
divided down the middle by the sea border between
Albania and Greece) allegedly to clear mines.

Immediately after this, the British government rai-
sed a number of accusations against Albania, blaming
it for the explosion of the mines and demanding com-
pensation for the material and human losses. The go-
vernment of the PRA rejected these accusations as com-
plete fabrications on the part of the British.

In January 1947, the British government raised this
matter in the Security Council of UNO, presenting it
as a question which allegedly constituted «a threat to
international peace and security.

The British resolution which laid the blame on the
Albanian government was not adopted by the Security
Council because the Soviet Union vetoed it. Then the
Anglo-American majority procured a «recommenda-
tion» from the Security Council that the parties should
take the problem to the International Court.

The Anglo-Albanian conflict linked with the Corfu
Channel incident remained before the International
Court for two and a half years, from June 1947 to
December 1949. In its final verdict announced in April
1949, however, the International Court trampled under-
foot the most elementary principles ol justice and sound
reason. It blamed Albania for the mines that exploded
in the channel in October 1946 and declared that the
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Albanian government should pay the respective com-
pensation. In order to create the impression of im-
partiality, the Court also «rebuked~ the British govern-
ment for its violation of the territorial sovereignty of
the PR of Albania in November 1946, when it sent its
fleet to the territorial waters of Albania allegedly in
order to clear mines. '

The injustice of this verdict was so flagrant that
even some members of the Hague International Court
themselves pointed this out. Of the 16 members of the
court that heard the case, 5 dissociated themselves from
the majorily verdict and drafted a dissenling opinion.
In this they pointed out that the conclusion about the
so-called «Albanian culpability» had been reached with-
out any basis of proof. Indeed, the majority verdict
on the responsibility of Albania was based not on direct
and indisputable proofs, but on the utterly formal rea-
soning that «since mines were found in the channel, the
Albanian authorities could not but have known that
they had been laid». With its verdict of April 1949,
the International Court proved clearly that it was a tool
in the hands of imperialist great powers.

Furthermore the International Court committed
another flagrant violation when it went far beyond its
authority defined in agreements between the disputing
parties, and took upon itself to decide the amount of
compensation that the Albanian side had to pay. Faced
with the violation of the most elementary rules of justi-
ce, the government of the PRA refused to recognize the
decision of the International Court as lawful and rejec-
ted the demand for compensations.

In retaliation the British government committed an
act of robbery by seizing a quantity of gold which had
been deposited in the former Albanian National Bank
and which belonged to the Albanian State. This gold,
which had been held in Rome by the Italian government
since before the war, had been stolen by the German
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nazis in 1943 after the capitulation of fascist Italy. A tri-
partite commission, comprised of lcp} esentatives of the
USA, Britain and France, was set up to share out the
gold found in Germany after the war, decided in 1948, on
the basis of documents presented by the government
of the PRA, that part of the stolen gold should be
returned to Albania. However, the handing over of
this gold to the Albanian government was delayed
while the «Anglo-Albanian disputes over the Corfu
Channel incident was being considered by the Inter-
national Court.

After this, in connection with the Albanian gold,
claims were made both by the British government
which wanted to take it instead of the compensation
assigned by the International Court, and by the Italian
government, which regarded the gold as its own on the
pretext that the majority of the shares in the former
Albanian National Bank had belonged to Italian capital.
On this basis the tripartite commission froze the gold
which it had recognized as belonging to Albania. From
that time on, the government of the PRA has never
ceased asserting its right to the coined gold belonging
to the Albanian state,

2. Foiling the Yugoslav Interference

Guided by the principle of proletarian internatio-
nalism, the Party and the government of the PRA
thought that after Liberation the relations betwezn the
Albanian people and the peoples of Yugoslavia would
be strengthened and develop on a correct course, in
the interests of both sides and the cause of socialism.

To this end the trealy of friendship, collaboration
and reciprocal aid between the People’s Republic of
Albania and the People’s Federative Republic of Yugos-
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lavia was signed in July 1946. Likewise an economic
convention was signed in November 1946. It en viaaped
the conclusion of a series of bilateral protocols regard-
ing the co-ordination of economic plans, the creation of
several joint companies, and the regulation of relations
in the fields of currency, customs and prices.

But the Yugoslav leadership had other aims. Du-
ring the National Liberation War it had tried to make
the Communist Party of Albania subservient to it, with
the long-term aim of annexing Albania to Yugoslavia.
In order to realize these ambitions it had recruited some
members of the leadership of the CPA, such as Kogl
Xoxe, Pandi Kristo, Sejfulla Maléshova, and others.
The open Yugoslav interference in the internal affairs
of the CPA was displayed especially at dhe 2nd Plenum
of the CC of the CPA held in Berat in October 1944,
on the eve of the complete liberation ol the Home-
land.

Continuing this policy, alter Liberation the Yugo-
slav government aimed to exploit the Albanian—Yugo-
slav collaboraticn for its chauvinist ambitions, therefore
it presented a series of draft protocols with a hostile,
enslaving, anti-Marxist content to the Albanian side.
The leadership of the Party and the Albanian govern-
ment sought a series of explanations and expressed
reservations and objections to a number of aspects of
the projects presented.

It resolutely opposed the projects on establishing
parity between the currencies, the unification of prices
and the customs union, as unacceptable in principle
and unrealizable in practice. Neither the equalization
of the currencies nor the unification of prices, which
were conditional on each other, were possible, because
of the great differences in the economic situations of
the two countries.

In regard to the customs union, the Albanian side
thought that for the socialist countries in which trade
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is conducted by the state, the removal of customs duties
would be a measure with mutual benefit. But the Alba-
nian government wanted the buying of goods to be
done on the basis of agreements by state institutions
and enterprises, and not haphazardly, and that nei-
ther the lek nor the dinar, which would be used as
means of exchange, should circulate freely in unlimited
amounts. The aim of these proposals was to eliminate
the possibility that the customs union would be used
for purposes of profit and speculation by one side to
the detriment of the other. But the Yugoslay leaders
were pursuing other aims. They wanted the Yugoslav
enterprises and privale merchants to have complete
freedom to buy various products which were sold on
the Albanian free market. This would have gobbled up
all the local products, and led to price rises and dete-
rioration of the living conditions of the Albanian people.
For these reasons the Albanian side opposed this firmly
and in the trade agreement for 1947 everything was
done as the leadership of the Party and the Albanian
government wanted. In 1948, however, the protocol was
violated and scores of Yugoslav black marketeers and
speculators invaded the Albanian market and bought
up everything they found there, thus creating a very
difficult situation for the economy and working people
of Albania. Apart from this in July 1947 the Yugoslav
leadership imposed a second monetary reform on Alba-
nia, which established an unfair exchange rate between
the lek and the dinar, reduced the purchasing power of
the Albanian currency, and gave rise to the danger of
inflation.

Another means the Yugoslavs employed in order
to realize their aims was the co-ordination of economic
plans and the commission set up for this purpose.
Threugh this commission for the co-ordination of plans,
they wanted to take control of Albanian’s economy, to
paralyze the economic organs of the Albanian state, to
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remove the Albanian government from the manage-
ment of the joint companies and to turn the commission
into a government above the Albanian government.
Thanks to the resolute opposition of the .Albanian go-
vernment and the CC of the Party, however, up until
1947 this commission was unable to carry out its aims.
The Yugoslav government also openly violated the pro-
visions of the agreemenls on the joint companies and
the economic plan for 1947. The six joint companies
that were established, were not set up on an equal basis
but with the existing Albanian capital while the Yugo-
slav government did not invest a single lek of the 60
millions it had promised, did not supply any machinery
or make any investment, while on the other hand it
unjustly appropriated half the prefits made by these
companies.

Another means which was employed by the Yugo-
slav leadership to damage the Albanian economy was
its failure to provide all the credits promised Albania
for 1947. Of the 2 billion leks promised it provided
less than 50 per cent. Moreover the goods supplied
on credit were reckoned at prices two to four times
higher than international market prices. The whole
of the so-called Yugoslav aid consisted of four small
factories, completely worn out and long since written
off.

Seeing the wrong turn which relations with Yugo-
slavia had taken and the plunder which was being
carried out, the sound part of the Central Committee of
the Party, headed by Enver Hoxha, persistently oppo-
sed the anti-Albanian activities of the Yugoslav leader-
ship and demanded that these agreements should be
put right.

After this, the situation became even more tenae
and the interference more brutal. The Yugoslav leaders
organized another, heavier attack on the PRA. This
began with the presentation of a draft five-year plan
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for the economic «development» of Albania for the
years 1948-1952, which was based, to a large extent, on
a credit of 21 billion leks which the Yugoslav govern-
ment was supposed to supply, while in reality the
Yugoslav budget envisaged not one dinar for this pur-
pose. On the other hand, this draft envisaged that
Albania would remain an agricultural country produc-
ing raw materials for Yugoslav industry, precisely as
the imperialists operate with the «aid» they offer the
undeveloped countries.

Although the conditions in: Albania at that time
were slill unsuitable to undertake a five-year plan,
on the instructions of the government, the State Plan-
ning Commission drafted a five-year plan which, un-
like the Yugoslav draft, gave a correct orientation for
the development of the ccuntry. It envisaged the deve-
lopment of industry. the eclectrification of the coun-
try, and the development of agriculture on socialist
bases. :

Seeing that he was unable to conquer the will of
the Albanian leadership, and in order to exert pressure
on it, in June 1947 the leader of Yugoslavia, J. B. Tito.
wrote to the leadership of the Party and the state
making the accusation that «an anti-Yugoslav second
line was being crystallized» in Albania. However the
Political Bureau of the CC of the Party rejected this
unjust accusation made with hostile intentions.

Relations deteriorated further when, after the re-
jection of the draft five-year plan proposed by the
Yugoslav leadership, a state delegation headed by
Comrade Enver Hoxha went to the Soviet Union in Jul%x
1947, on the invitation of the Soviet government, and
signed an economic agreement with it. This visit in-
furiated the Yugoslav leaders who had long tried to
restrict to the minimum the direct contacts of Albania
with the Soviet Union, justifying this with what had
become a current slogan for them and their agents in
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our country, that «the road to Moscow runs through
Belgrade~». The fact that the Yugoslav ambassador in
Moscow protested to the Albanian government over
the visit of an Albanian cultural delegation to the So-
viet Union early in June 1947, is evidence of the
efforts of the Yugoslav leadership in this direction.
«We do not understand,» said the Yugoslav represen-
tative, «<how at a time when we are linked economi-
cally, you seek lo make other economic and trade agree-
ments with other countries, we cannot understand how
you can take such actions without consulting us and
reaching prior agreement with us.»* This shows that the
Yugoslav leadership considered Albania not a sove-
reign country, but a country dependent on it in prac-
tice until such time as it would be gobbled up officially
as the seventh republic of the Yugoslav Federation.

In November 1947 the Yugoslav leadership made
another even graver accusation against the CPA. Tt
made the accusation that Comrade Enver Hoxha, after
his return from Moscow, <had changed the policy to-
wards Yugoslavia», that «our Party had allegedly per-
mitted the creation of an anti-Yugoslav front in Alba-
nia, that the government was pursuing a policy which
was diametrically opposed to the desires of the Alba-
nian people», that an unrealistic and autarchic plan had
been drafted which would lead the economy of Alba-
nia towards severance from the Yugoslav economy. The

Yugoslav leadership also accused Nako Spiru!, member.

# Enver Hoxha, The Titoites (Historical notes), «8 Nén-
tori» Publishing House, Tirana 1982, p. 346, Eng. ed.

1 Before the Liberation of the eountiry, Nako Spiru had
collaborated with Tito's emissaries in Albania for the imple-

mentation of their plans against the Communist Party of Alba~
nia and the General Secretary, Enver Hoxha., After Liberation:

he gradually parted company with them and since he no longer

obeyed their directives, the Titoites decided to eliminate him*

101



man of the State Planning Commission, of being an
agent of imperialism.

The Yugoslav leaders also tried unsuccessfully to
sabotage the signing of the treaty of friendship and
reciprocal aid between Albania and the PR of Bulgaria
in December 1947,

Following the accusations of the Yugoslav leader-
ship, an extremely grave situation was created in the
life of the Party and the country. Several members of
the Political Bureau of the CC of the Parly, suck as
Koci Xoxe, Pandi Kristo, and others, had long beccme
the most ardent supporters of the hostile anti-Marxist
platform of the Yugoslav leadership and used it as a
weapon to attack and eliminate the sound part of the
leadership headed by Comrade Enver Hoxha who be-
came an insurmountable obstacle to the enslaving aims
and plans of the Yugoslav leadership.

In his position as organizational secretary of the CC
of the Party and minister of the Interier, Kogi Xoxe
had gravely violated the norms of the internal life of
the Party as well as the socialist laws. He took up the
banner of the «saviour» of the Party and, with the
direct assistance and encouragement of the Yugoslav
leadership, hatched up the greatest plot against the
Party, the 8th Plenum of February-March 1948. Having
the support of the Koci Xoxe group, the delegate of the
CC of the Communist Party of Yugoslavia, Savo Zlatid,
began to exert pressure on the members of the CC of the
Party and on the Political Bureau of the CPA to make
them accept the accusations of the Yugoslav leadership,

All these things created a very tense situation in
the leadership of the Party. In these circumstances

by making slanderous aceusations against him, which in fact
were also directed against the General Secretary of the CPA,
Enver Hoxha,

102

of the Political Bureau of the CC of the CPA and Chair-

Nako Spiru, faced with the attacks, slanders, and grave
accusations of the Yugoslavs and their tools like Kogi
Xoxe and Pandi Kristo, fearing that the Titoites would
reveal his former links with them, and lacking the
courage to carry the change of stand he had begu_n
to make through to completion, committed suicide. This
made the situation even more complicated and enabled
the Yugoslavs and the Koci Xoxe group to prepare the
terrain for the 8th Plenum.

The 8th Plenum, which was held in an unhealthy
atmosphere in which the slanders, intrigues and personal
ambitions of Koci Xoxe and company prevailed, accepigd
the unfounded accusations of the Yugoslav leadership,
thus undermining the correct Marxisi-Leninist line of
the Party and the independence of Albania. At the Ple-
num the General Secretary of the Party, Enver Hoxha,
was attacked and Nako Spiru declared an enemy. The
Albanian-Yugoslav economic links were described as
correct and normal. The Plenum opened the .dours
to further Yugoslav interference and the ccﬂonizatmp of
Albania by Yugoslavia. On account of all these thmgs
the 8th Plenum has been described as a black stain
in the history of the PLA.

Following the plenum, the Yugoslav leaders, sup-
ported by the group headed by Koci Xoxe, thought
that the appropriate moment had come for them fto
speed up the implementation of their sch_emes. They
imposed on Albania the plan for 1948 whlch put the
economy of the country on a distorted antl-natlopal
course. From Yugoslavia came a special commission
which was to accomplish the integration of the A]ba—
nian economy into the economy of Yugoslavia, a thing
which was to serve subsequently as a basis for the po-
litical unification of the two countries which had been
officially proposed by the Yugoslav leadership an@
raised for discussion in the Political Bureau of the CC
of the CPA by Koci Xoxe and company. The Yugo-
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slavs’ interference in the army was stepped up; they

demanded the withdrawal of Soviel advisers and the
merging of the Albanian command with the Yugoslav
command. After this, in such grave circumstances, on
the pretext of the threat of aggression from Greece,
the Yugoslavs urgently demanded that two divisions
of their army should be dispatched to Albania. Their
aim in this was to occupy Albania militarily.

Understanding the real aims of the Yugoslav lead-
ership, the leadership of the CPA categorically re-
jected these demands. This was an historic decision
which saved the Albanian people from a new enslave-
ment and further great bloodshed. Enver Hoxha infor-
med J. V. Stalin of this demand of the Yugoslav leader-
ship, just as he had informed him earlier about the
activity and unjust interference of the revisionists
of Belgrade.

Precisely in this very critical and difficult situa-
tion the Communist Party of Albania was informed of
the letters which the Central Committee of the Commu-
nist Party of the Soviet Union had sent to the CC of
the Communist Party of Yugoslavia. The Resolution
of the Information Bureau of the Communist and
Workers’ Parties in connection with the situation cre-
ated in the CPY as a result of its deviation from the
positions of Marxism-Leninism was publicized later.
These historic documents were of great assistance to
the Albanian Party and people to escape the danger
threatening them. They were also «an indirect con-
firmation of the correctness of the line of the CPA.»*
«We arrived at the same opinions and conclusions. ..
while doing battle alone with the revisionist leader-
ship of the 'CPY, without any knowledge that others,

* Enver IToxha, The Titoites, (Historical notes), «8 Nén-
tori» Publishing House, Tirana 1982, pp. 508-509, Eng. ed.
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in the first place the Bolshevik Party headed by the
great Stalin, were engaged in the same struggle.»*

After this the re-examination of all the Albanian-
Yugoslav agreements with the exception of the treaty
of friendship, collaboration and reciprocal aid, was
demanded. Since the Yugoslav side refused this, the
government of the PRA abrogated them. AR

The 11th Plenum of the CC of the CPA was heid in
September 1948 in order to analyse the situation cre-
ated in the lile of the Party and the country as a re-
sult of the interference of the Yugoslavs and their
agents. The Plenum unmasked and condemned the
brutal interference of the Yugoslav leadership and
the activity of its agents in Albania. The Plenum
annulled the main decisions of the 2nd Plenum of Be-
rat of October 1944 and all the decisions of the 8th Ple-
num of the CC of the Party which had been taken under
the pressure of the Yugoslavs, and imposed severe pu-
nishments on the members of the anti-Party group.

The decisions of the Plenum found the unanimous
approval of the whole Party and the working masses.
They further strengthered the unity between the Par-
ty and the people and the confidence of the masses in
the correct Marxist-Leninist leadership of the Party.
headed by Comrade Enver Hoxha.

2. Relations with the Soviet Union and the
Countries of People’s Democracy of Europe

The recognition of the Democratic Government of
Albania by the Soviet Union and the establishment of
diplomatic relations between the two countries was an

# Enver Hoxha, The Titoites (Historical notes), «8 Nén-
tori» Publishing House, Tirana 1982, pp. 508-509, Eng. ed.
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event 9f major importance for Albania, which opened
up t_o it new prospects for the strengthening and ex-
tension of friendship and collaboration in the political,
economic and cultural fields. :
_Nevertheless, from 1945 to the middle of 1947, the
re_*latlons with the Soviet Union and the other countries
did not assume any great development. In fact they
showed that the PR of Albania was somewhat isolated
from these countries in regard to economic relations.
This state of affairs was a consequence of the stand of
the Yugoslav leadership toward Albania. As Comrade
Enver Hoxha has said, not only on the eve of Liberation
but also for several years afterwards, the Soviets «Were;
ac‘quamted» with us through the tales that Tito, Kardelj,
Djilas and others concocted.® ' G
4 In regard to relations with the countries of the peo-
ple’s democracy in those years they were at an ebb.
The- aim of the Yugoslav leadership was to alienate Al-
bania from the Soviet Union and to isolate and cause it
to break away from the socialist camp. Evidence of
these attempts can be seen in the fact that when the
Information Bureau of the communist parties of Eu-
rope was set up in 1946, only one party in power, the
Comp}qnist Party of Albania, was left out of it. «Our
@thhon is that the black hand of the Titoite agency
is hidden in this. They did not want the CPA to be
acknowledged in the international communist move-
ment as a separate party, as the party of a sovereign
country. . »** However in face of the prinecipled. consi-
stent, internationalist policy pursued by the PRA. the
attempts of the Yugoslav revisionists at isolating Alba-
nia failed completely. :
An event of great importance in the relations of

* Enver Hoxha, The Titoites (Historical notes), «8 Nén-
tori» Publishing House, Tirana 1982, p. 142, Eng. ed.
*#% Ibidem, p. 507.
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Albania with the Soviet Union was the visit that a dele-
gation of the Albanian government, headed by Enver
Hoxha, made to Moscow in July 1947. The meeting of
Enver Hoxha with J. V. Stalin, the top-level exchange
of opinions over various political, economic, and other
problems which were worrying the PRA, the results
of the talks and the documents signed in conclusion
on this occasion, constituted a notable advance in the
consolidation of the friendship between the Albanian
and Soviet peoples as well as in the development of
relations of fraternal collaboration between the two
countries. The Soviet government accepted all the re-
quests which the Albanian delegation presented and
accorded a credit to equip agriculture with fractors
and to build a number of industrial projects.

However the Soviet aid in the direction of indus-
trialization was somewhat delayed and limited at first
due to the difficult situation created in the Soviet
Union as a result of the terrible wartime devasta-
tion.

These steps taken by the Albanian government
towards the extension of relations with the Soviet
Union aroused concern in the Yugoslav leadership,
which raised the question that «before reaching agree-
ment with any other country, Albania should first seek
the approval of Yugoslavia.»* This was another flagrant
attempt by Belgrade to place Albania under its tutelage
and supervision. The JAlbanian government refused to
accept this and protested to the Yugoslav government.

Continuing to eppose the chauvinist concepts of the
Yugoslav leadership, the Albanian government under-
took further steps to strengthen its relations with the
countries of people’s democracy. In particular, the visit
which our state delegation made to Bulgaria in De-
cember 1947 on the invitation of the Bulgarian govern-

* Enver Hoxha, Works, vol. 5, p. 64, Alb, ed.
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ment served this aim. This visit was made at a very
difficult moment for our country, when the ‘fu"‘()tﬂ-’ii’
pressure h:ad increased and when the hostile aﬁi.l\?it.;'. (of
the ._/-\merlcan and British imperialists and external
reaction had become fiercer. ;
At the end of the talks held on this occasion, the
tv::o _de}egatians, headed by Enver Hoxha and Ge:m‘qe
I_hmltmv, signed the Treaty of Friendship C(}llélb()r:'i—
tion and Reciprocal Aid, the Convention ,(m CUJ.T_UI':—.lI
Cn_)llaboration and the Economic Protocol. The treaty
laid t‘he basis for. an alliance and close fraternal coﬁal
b()l.‘athIl.‘.L between the two countries. |
After the exposure and condemnation of the activity
of the Communist Party of Yugoslavia in the resolution
of the Information Bureau in June 1948, the develo ]
mf&nt of relations with the Soviet Union and -the coﬁg—
tries of people’s democracy assumed a new impelus.

108

CHAPTER FOUR

THE HISTORIC TURNING-POINT IN THE LIFE
OF THE COUNTRY (1948-1950)

1. The 1st Congress of the CPA

With the routing of the Yugoslav interference and
the hostile activity ol its secret agency, an important
change began in the life of the Party and the country
for the all-round, consistent application of the Marxist-
Leninist line of the Party in all fields. This change was
sanctioned by the 1st Congress of the CPA, held in
Tirana from November 8-22, 1948. It had a great historic
significance both for the Party and the state and for
the entire Albanian people.

The report of the Central Committee, delivered by
the General Secretary, Enver Hoxha, was a penetrating
analysis of the whole activity of the Party and the
successes the Albanian people had achieved under the
leadership of the CPA, in the Anti-fascist National
Liberation War and in the early post-Liberation years.
It set important tasks for the development of the country
on the road of socialism.

The Congress re-established the Marxist-Leninist
norms on the building and the internal life of the Party,
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which were violated by the group of Koci Xoxe. It
changed the name of the Party from the CPA to the
Party of Labour of Albania (PLA), and endorsed its
Constitution. In the preamble of the Constitution the
aims of the Party were formulated in general lines:
the immediate aim — the construction of Socialism, and
the ultimate aim — the construction of communism.

The Cengress made a detailed analysis of the suc-
cesses achieved in the reconstruction of the country; it
condemned the mistakes noticed in the practice of the
construction of socialism and gave the basic orientations
for the building of the bases of socialism. It examined
and endorsed the directives of the two-year plan for the
economic and cultural development of the country for
the years 1949-1950.

The 1st Congress marked an important turning-
point in the political fizld for the further strengthening
of the socialist democracy. It condemned the Party-state
duality, the underration of the role of the organs of
state, the manifestations of hostile activily in the organs
of the State Security, the violations of socialist law,
the use of arbitrary methods towards the working masses
and communists, and other hostile actions of the Koci
Xoxe group. The latter, as well as Pandi Kristo, were
expelled from the ranks of the Party. On the request
of the delegates to the Congress their group was put
on trial, which, in May 1949, passed the respective
sentences on the members of this group.

The Congress gave orientations for the defence of
the socialist law. It considered correct all the measures
taken by the Party after the 11th Plenum of the e
for the elimination of illegitimate methods in the organs
of the State Security and their purging of Kogi Xoxe's
collaborators. These organs were placed under the
leadership and control of the Party.

The Congress devoted a special attention to the
foreign policy of the PRA, which aimed at protecting
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and strengthening the national independenze, Lerﬁtorial
integrity and the friendship and collaboration _W_tth ?he
socialist countries, and at supporting tl'.g 11b§1*ajc10n
struggle of the different peoples against ;mpeylahsm,
defending peace and establishing normal rglatums (_)f
peaceful coexistence with the other countries, and in
the first place, with the neighbouring ones. The Con-
gress condemned the Yugoslav hostile policy towards
Albania.

At the end of its work the Congress elected the
new Central Committee, Enver Hoxha was re-elected
the General Secretary of the Party.

The 1st Congress of the CPA consolidated the
change in the internal life of the Party and tl_m whole
country, which began from the 11th Plenum of the CC,
opened new perspectives for the further strengthening
and democratization of the Party and the p(?‘nple:s state
power, and for the political, economic and soclaI‘ d(_-“.velop—
ment of the whole country on the road _of socialism. )

Proceeding from the concrete political, economic
and social conditions of the country, the Con-
gress defined the fundamental economic objective
of pulling the country out of bFleW‘HI’dl'le.SS throua_h
the rapid development of the productive forces. Th}s
task consisted essentially in the socialist industri-
alization and the electrification of the country, and
alongside them, the intensive and many-sided develop-
ment of agriculture. The socialist indusl;rla_llzz}tion 'ancl
the collectivization of agriculture are the principal links
in the construction of the bases of socialism. The neces-
sity for the socialist industrialization was also dictated
by the fact that the new political state and the new
socialist relations of production, which were being
established in the early post-Liberation years, could
not rely for a long time on a backward economic l:?asc
and the very low level of the productive _FOI‘[EES mhm"‘.t_(id
from the past. The creation of a new material-technical
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base was an imperative need, therefore, in the firther
specification of the general line of the Party for: the
construction of socialism, the 1st Congress of the PLA
pointed out, «The Party has always considered the in-
f:lusl.rializatir_:n and electrification of the country as an
important objective,»* :

The economic policy of the Party was aimed at
gradually creating a multi-branched heavy and light
socialist industry, giving priority to the industry of the
production of means of production, which, in the con-
crete conditions of the country, would be concentrated
mainly on the development of mines, in the first place,
on the increase in the production of oil, bitumen, chrom-
ium, coal, copper, etc. Tasks were also set for the de-
velopment of the light and food-stuffs industries.

The industrialization would be carried out at rapid
rates, so as to overcome the backwardness inherited from
the past within the shortest possible time, to ensure the
independent development of the national economy, and
to build up the defence capacity of the PRA.

Besides the socialist industrialization, the Congress
devoted special attention to lifting agriculture out of its
state of backwardness and its development on the road
ol socialism. Therefore, it orientated toward the streng-
thening of the socialist state sector of agriculture
(agricultural state farms) along with «the gradual, ca-
utious and voluntary collectivization of the land of the
countryside in agricultural labour cooperatives, with
the political, economic and organizational ... support of
the state.»**

The collectivization of agriculture was necessary
for the creation of a single base the economic base

* Principal Documents of the PLA, vol. 1, Tirana 1971,
p. 546, Alb, ed.
## TIbidem, p. 565.
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of sacialism. The people’s economy, which had set out
on the road of the socialist transformation, could not
rely for a long time on two economically different
bases, on the socialist industry, with a social ownership
of the means of production, and on the small frag-
mented and backward agricultural production, with a
private ownership of the means of production. This
contradiction would be solved by uniting the small
peasant economies in agricultural cooperatives.

However, in the backward agrarian Albania where
the peasantry made up the overwhelming majority of
the population, the socialist transformation of agricul-
ture, and to a smaller degree, the socialization of the
private property of the small urban producers, was the
most difficult and complex problem of the socialist
revolution next to the establishment of the political
power of the working class. The difficulty of this pro-
blem consisted in the fact that the sense of small in-
dividual economy was deeply rooted in the consciousness
and way of thinking of the peasants and the small urban
producers in town. But the fact was that, the over-
whelming part of the small owners especially the
peasantry, had taken an active part in the National
Liberation War.

For these reasons the transformation of the small
individual property into social cooperativist property
could not be carried out along the same lines as the
socialization of industry. It could not be achieved either
through decrees, or through violence, because both the
peasantry and the small urban producers were allies of
the working class and the reliable support of the dicta-
torship of the proletariat. In the collectivization of agri-
culture the Party was guided by the teachings of Lenin
on cooperation, the Leninist principle of the free will,
that the peasantry should set out on the road of socialism
when convinced of the superiority of this road. Since
the political and the material-technical conditions for
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the collectivization of agriculture on a large scale were
not yet ripe, the Party expressed its policy in this field
by the slogan «In the question of collectivization, we
must neither rush it, nor mark time.»

But, the principle of wveluntarism and conviction
did not mean that cooperation would proceed spon-
taneously, without the leadership of the Party of the
working class and without the all-round assistance of
the socialist state.

Since the collectivization of agriculture was not to
be carried out immediately and seeing the low level
of development of the fragmented agricultural econ-
omies with 0.1 to 5 hectares of land which accounted for
most of the people’s economy, the Congress issued the
orientation that the individual working peasant should
be given all-round assistance so as to increase farm
production., But, on the other hand, the Congress ins-
tructed that the danger of the development of capitalism
in the countryside should never for a moment be over-
looked. Hence, at that time the main directive of the
policy of the Party on this question, which 'was
embodied in the slogan «reliance on the poor peasant,
alliance with the middle peasant and struggle against
the kulak», was to enforce economic limitations and
political isolation on capitalist elements.

The 1st Congress once again pointed out the need
for the rapid development of education and culture so
as to eliminate the profound cultural backwardness of
the country. For this reasen it paid special attention to
the further development of the cultural and ideological
revolution. It gave important directives that education,
culture and arts should become the property of the
people’s masses, develop on national bases and have a
socialist content.

The Congress examined and defined the main direc-
tions and targets of the two-year plan 1249-1950 for
the development of the economy and culture in the
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PRA. This plan, which began to be implementad in
January 1949, was endorsed by the People’s Assembly
on June 2, 1949,

The two-year state plan was an important step
forward toward the development of the productive
forces and the building of the bases of socialism. Its
aim was to increase production in the most important
sectors of the economy such as the mines, industry,
agriculture, and to develop transport and communica-
tion. The investments in the most important four sectors
totalled 4 billion 147 million leks or 86.78 per cent of
all the investments of the two-year plan.

2. The Policy of Strengthening Economic Links
Between the Working Class and the Peasantry

Despite the victories achieved in the reconstruction
of the country in the first post-Liberation years, the
consequences of the general backwardness, the low
educational-cultural level of the population, the lack of
specialists and skilled workers, the shortage of material
and financial resources, the economic sabotage and the
systematic plundering of the market by the Yugoslavs,
were beginning to be acutely felt in the development of
the economy.

The year 1949, the first one of the two-year plan,
found the Albanian people in drastic shortage of staple
consumer goods. Bread grain was in short supply;
besides this part of it was hidden by the kulaks and
other peasants, who sold it at an exorbitant price on
the black market. The market was short of such in-
dispensable articles as salt, sugar, kerosene for lighting,
etc. For the construction of the main projects of the
two-year plan raw materials such as cement, iron,
timber, as well as the means of transport and communi-
cation were defficient,

In order to come out of this situation, the Central
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Committee of the Party and the Council of Ministers
instructed the working masses to rely mainly on their
own forces. The compulsory mobilization in work of
various specialists and all skilled workers was enforced
in the beginning of 1949. Not only office employees,
but workers, too, were under compulsory transfer to
another work place, according to the needs of the state.
In this manner, the spontaneous movement of the
labour force was restricted and the work forces were
disciplined. These measures were accompanied with
steps to ensure their housing, and especially, with the
establishment of an improved pay system, which, apart
from the quantity and quality ol production, took ac-
count also of the difficulties of the job, qualification,
schooling and seniority at work of the working people.

Understanding the importance of investments for
the development of the economy and culture correctly,
the working class undertook a series ol revolutionary
initiatives. The workers of the «Enver» plant proposed
to the Presidium of the People’s ‘Assembly to issue a
decree on a domestic loan. In support of this proposal,
which was backed up by the working collectives of
other state enterprises and cooperativist organizations,
on July 16, 1949 a decree was issued on the first state
loan for the development of the economy and culture
of the PRA, for a term of 20 years.

Within 15 days (July 16-30), the working people
subscribed to a loan of 305 million leks, as against 250
million leks envisaged in the decree, for their state.

The youth of town and countryside pledged to
make their contribution by working voluntarily on the
biggest projects of the two-year plan. During 1949,
more than 6,000 young men and women participated in
voluntarily work for the building of the textile mill in
Tirana, the sugar factory at Malig, the Peqin-Elbasan
railway. On the latter, tens of thousands of young men
and women worked also during 1950.
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~_The Congress of the Unification of the Youth, held
in September 1949, gave a new impulse to the revolu-
Llopar_y drive of the youth. The Congress decided to
unite the Communist Youth Organization and the Anti-
fascist Youth into a single organization that was na-
med the Labour Youth Union of Albania (LYUA).
1(;korm'ade Ramiz ,Alia was elected its General Secre-
ary.

An important and urgent problem at this time was
the strengthening of the economic links between the
working class and the peasantry and the development
of the productive forces of agriculture. The existing
system of procurement no longer responded to the
new conditions of development. It had become an
obstacle to the development of the productive forces
in the countryside, because it left the peasant the
amount of bread grain needed for his family and the
seed, and collected all the surplus of agric:uftural pro-
ducts. It failed to encourage the peasant to increase
production and to modernize farming. The kulaks and
part of the middle peasants under the influence of the
former, refused to hand over to the state the obligatory
quotas and sold the bread grain on the black market.
Failure to realize the procurement of bread grain
weakened the supply of the urban population with
farm products.

The existing system of procurement and supply of
the population left a free field of operation to the
black_ market, speculation and parasitism. On the basis
of this system, the urban population was supplied with
fEJ(]d-SthIS, clothing and footwear on the basis of ra-
tion cards. Those who worked and produced, and those
who did not work and exploited others’ work, alike,
secured their food-stuffs, clothing and footwear at ver;i
low prices. :

The peasantry, also, was supplied by the state with
cards for rationed industrial goods, but did not feel the
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obligation to supply the town with those agricultural
and livestock products which did not come under com-
pulsory state procurement.

Thus, the existing system of procurement and sup-
ply of the population had weakened the economic links
between the working class and the working peasantry
and had become an obstacle to the construction of so-
cialism.

For these reasons in the beginning of January
1949, the Central Committee and the Council of Mi-
nisters instituted a new system of procurement and
supply.

Under this new system, the peasant was obliged to
sell the state only part of the bread grain, meat and
some other agricultural products, which was deter-
mined by the size and the quality of his land. What re-
mained after handing over the ducs to the state, was
freely disposed by the producers. So, the peasant was
interested in producing as much as possible because the
amount of produce for himself, after deducing the fixed
quota, increased.

The peasants might sell the surpluses of their pro-
ducts to the state in return for the right to buy ra-
tioned industrial goods at prices fixed for the country-
side in state stores or in the purchase cooperatives.
Surpluses were allowed to be freely sold only after all
the economies of a district had handed over all their
dues to the state.

Through the new system of procurement the state
ensured the fund of agricultural and livestock products
for a better supply of the new socialist industry with
primary material and the working class and the working
masses of the town with agricultural and livestock
products.

The new system of supply, which was linked with
that of procurement, guaranteed the bread, food-stuffs,
clothing and footwear and other industrial articles for
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all the workers, office employees, craftsmen organized
in cooperatives, and for the family members in their
charge, the craftsmen who were not incorporated in
cooperatives as well as for some categories of individual
workers in other services, who did not exploit others’
work. It exempted the private traders, speculators and
the owners of restaurants, hotels, and others from
guaranteed supply. The peasantry, too, was not supplied
with coupons for industrial products which it secured
through the barter market,

This new system of procurement and supply was
based on three kinds of markets: the state guaranteed
market, the barter market and the free market,

The guaranteed market, on the basis of ration
cards, supplied the working people of the city with
food-stulfs, clothing and footwear. The prices on the
guaranteed market were very low.

The barter market supplied the working peasantry
by exchanging the surpluses of agricultural and live-
stock products with rationed industrial goods. The
purchase cooperatives served as the main link to pro-
n}é)tc: the mutual exchange between town and country-
side.

The free market, where prices were much higher
than in the state guaranteed market and the barter
market, provided various food-stuffs, clothing and
footwear, etc., in order to satisfy the demands of the
working masses of town and countryside for goods not
included in the guaranteed and barter markets. The
free market provided also for that category of people
who were not supplied with ration cards.

Hence, a correct policy of prices, in conformity
with the incomes of the working people and the contri-
bution they made to the construction of socialism, was
implemented.

The first results of the new system were scen in
1950. There was an increase in the agricultural and
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livestock products, most of the peasants began to hand
over the dues and exchange the surpluses on the barter
market or sell them on the free state market. There
was also a satisfactory growth in the circulation of
the industrial and agricultural goods. In April 1950, the
growth of production of the national industry and
handicrafts, as well as the development of agriculture
and livestock-raising, created the possibility of a 20-
40 per cent reduction of state prices of some indusirial
goods and articles of mass consumption for retail trade
on the free and the barter market. The reduction in
prices ensured a better supply of the population and
boosted the development of the state free trade, thus
leading to the ligquidation of the black market.

The new system of procurement and supply was
accompanied with changes in the organizalion of the
agricultural cooperatives.

The 1st Congress of the agricultural cooperatives,
which was held in February 1949, approved the new
constitution of the agricultural cooperatives, which
corrected a series of mistakes and shortcomings.

It envisaged the distribution of the incomes only
on the basis of the socialist principle «to each accor-
ding to his works, determined the minimum number
of working days that the members of the cooperatives
were obliged to put in, the procedure of the elections
for the leading organs, the strengthening of the inter-
nal democracy and the order and discipline in the
cooperative.

3. The Further Strengthening and Democratiza-
tion of the People’s State Power

After prior discussion by the people, on 11 March
1949 a new territorial-administrative division of the
PR of Albania was made. The former organization
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(November 6, 1947), defined the district and town
councils, among others, as organs of state power. On
the basis of this division, the former dealt mainly with
the problems of government in the countryside and the
latter with those of the towns. This had led to the arti-
ficial separation of these problems. The new division
of 1949 dissolved the people’s councils of the towns
(with the exception of the capital city) leaving only
the people’s councils of the districts. The territory of
the PR of Albania was divided into 25 districts and 1
city-district (Tirana), while each district was divided
into localities and villages. On the basis ol the new
administrative division, the new elections to the peo-
ple’s councils of the villages, localities, districts and
the city of Tirana were held in June 1949. A total
of 18,351 members of people’s councils, representing
the popular masses, were elected to the various organs
of state power at the base. This was an indication of
the further democratization of the state power and its
closer connection with the working masses.

The new elections to the People’s Assembly were
held on 28 May 1950. The second legislature approved
some amendments and additions fo the Constitution.
More than four years had gone by since the Constituent
Assembly had adopted the Constitution of the PR of
Albania. During these years important changes had
been made in economic, social and political life and
these had to be reflected and sanctioned juridicallly in
the Constitution.

The following clause was added to the Constitu-
tion: «The People’s Republic of Albania is a state of
workers and working peasants» (Article 2). This de-
finition expressed the political reality of the PR of
Albania, in which the working class, as the most advan-
ced class, runs the state and, in alliance with the wor-
king peasantry, constitutes the social base of the state
of people’s democracy. The economic, social and politi-
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cal transformations, and the strengthening and further
democratization of the people’s state power were reflec-
ted in Article 4, which said: «<All state power in the
People’s Republic of Albania belongs to the working
people of town and countryside, represented by the
people’s councils.»

As a result of the changes made in agriculture
and its advance towards collectivization, the following
was added fo Article 12: «The state supports the socia-
list development of agriculture by organizing state,
agricultural enterprises and machine and tractor sta-
tions and by assisling the agricultural cooperatives. . .

In the 1946 Constitution the failure to define the
leading role of the PLA was a serious shortcoming
which contradicted the existing reality. The PLA led
the entire life of the country, and this, too, found ex-
pression in the fundamental law of the state. \An addi-
tion was made to article 21, dealing with the mass
organizations, to the effect that the PLA is the «organi-
zed vanguard of the working class and all the working
masses 1n their struggle for the construction of the
base of socialism, and the leading nucleus of all the
organizations of working people both social and states.
Although not in the proper form or place this expressed
the leading role of the Party. Likewise, a number
of amendments and additions were made to the second
part of the Constitution, which spoke about the or-
ganization of the state, the election of people’s jud-
ges, etc.

The People’s ‘Assembly elected its Presidium and
the new Government, headed by Comrade Enver
Hoxha.

In his programmatic speech to the People’s Asse-
mbly, the head of the government assured the Asse-
mbly that the new government would remain loyal to
the Constitution of the PR of Albania and the Albanian
people, that it would defend the freedom and indepe-
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ndence of the PR of Albania from internal and external
enemies, and would fight with all its might for the
construction of the base of socialism.

4. The PR of Albania Strengthens Its
International Position and Intensifies Its
Struggle Against Internal and External

Reaction

With the breaching of different agreements and
economic conventions with Yugoslavia and the denun-
ciation of the anti-Albanian and anti-socialist policy of
the Yugoslav leadership, relations between the two
countries deteriorated.

The stand of the Yugoslav government towards the
PR of Albania was becoming more and more hostile.
The Yugoslav agents and especially the Yugoslav Lega-
tion in Tirana organized economic sabotage and the
defection of reactionary anti-Party elements to Yugosla-
via. Belgrade carried out provocations against Albania
by air, land and sea. Bands of saboteurs and spies
entered ‘Albania from Yugoslavia. Resolutely pursuing
its foreign policy for the defence of the state sovere-
ignty and ferritorial integrity of the PR of Albania, the
Albanian government protested again and again to the
Yugoslav Legation in Tirana and to its government over
the anti-Albanian activity of the Yugoslav diplomats in
Tirana and over the border provocations. Instead of nor-
malizing its diplomatic relations with Albania the Yu-
goslav government moved towards a total breach. On 12
November 1949, it announced its unilateral denuncia-
tion of the «Treaty of Friendship, Cooperation and
Mutual Aid» between the two countries, concluded on 9
July 1946. The government of the PR of ,Albania con-
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sidered this act of the Belgrade government unjust and
protested energetically. Some months later, on May 27,
1960, the Yugoslav government demmtmtlvelv with-
drew its diplomatic staff from Tirana and, since the
Albanian government did not retaliate with a similar
measure, on November 11 that year the Yugoslav
government demanded the recall from Belgrade of the
diplomatic representation of the PR of Albania.

After the breach relations with Yugoslavia, the
PR of Albania found itself surrounded geographically
by states which maintained a hostile stand towards it.
Nevertheless the external enemies were unable to iso-
late Albania from other countries, especially those
of the socialist camp. On the contrary, its links with
the socialist countries became steadily stronger.

To this end, in March 1949 an «Albanian govern-
ment delegation headed by Enver Hoxha went to Mos-
cow and held talks with the government delegation
of the USSR. On April 9, 1949 an agreement under
which the Soviet Union would accord the PRA a credit
to buy various equipment and machinery, and a proto-
col on the mutual exchange of goods between the two
countries for the year 1949 were signed. ,

Similar agreements to supply industrial machinery
to Albania on credit and protocols on commercial ex-
changes were signed with Czechoslovakia, Poland, Hun-
gary, Rumania and Bulgaria. In February 1949, the
PR of Albania became a member of the «Council for
Mutual Economic Aid», Comecon, in which the Soviet
Union and the other countries of pecple’s democracy
took part. Comecon was founded on the basis of the prin-
ciple of mutual respect and equality between the me-
mber countries, with the aim of raising their economic
cooperation to a higher level. Cullural relations with
the countries of the socialist camp were extended, too.
An ever increasing number of Albanian students were
sent to study in thosc countries while they sent specia-
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lists to Albania to work in various fields of the eco-
nomy and culture,

The PR of iubania established diplomatic rela-
tions with the Feople’s Democratic Republic of Ko-
rea, the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, the People’s
Republic of China, the German Democratic Republic,
Italy, ete. The signing of various economic agreements
with the USSR and some countries of people’s democra-
cy, and the establishment of diplomatic relations with
different countries greatly strengthened the interna-
tional position of the PR of Albania.

Meanwhile, the imperialist powers never ceased
mganizing subversive activities dgainst the PR of Alba-
nia. To this end, they activized the war criminals who
had fled from Albania when the German occupiers
were driven out and had been assembled in various
countries which were under American and British in-
fluence, such as Italy, Greece, West Germany, ctc. They
were I\ept and subsidized by the Americans and the
British, who reorganized them in order to use them
against socialist Albania.

With the assistance of the Americans, the traitor
orgardzation Balli Kombétar, headed by Mithat Frashé-
ri and Hasan Dosti, was reformed from its remnants.
It became the biggest organizaticn of war criminals
ubroad.

In Egypt Ahmet Zogu and Abaz Kupi reorgani-
zed the remnants of Legaliteti, which included former
top functionaries of the Zogite regime and collabora-
tors with the fascist occupiers. The «Independent-
bloc was created in Italy, with the former closest col-
laborators with the fascist occupiers, such as Kolé Bibé
Mirakaj, Gjon Markagjoni and others. Meanwhile, the
old anti-Albanian organization (QEFA) — the Central
Committee of Northern Epirote Efforts, which became
even more aggressive alter the liberation of Albania,
was operating in Greece,
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The so-called «Agrarian Party» or the «Agrarian
Union~» group headed by Seit Kryeziu, a British agent
who had placed himself in the service of the Yugos-
lavs, as well, was formed in the Regio Emiglia camp
in Italy.

Regardless of the names they adopted all the cri-
minals were united by the one aim — to fight against
the people’s state power in Albania.

Early in 1949, the agencies of ‘American imperia-
lism took the initiative to unite all the groups of fugi-
tive Albanian criminals and in August 1949 announced
the formation in Paris of the «Free Albania» committee
headed by Mithat Frashéri and subsequently by Hasan
Dosti. Attached to this organization of traitors, a soc-
called military staff, headed by the war criminals Abaz
Kupi and Abaz Ermeni, was formed.

The American and British imperialists and their
tool, the «Free Albania» committee, sel up bases in
various countries for the organization of espionage,
saboteurs and any other activity aimed at overthrow-
ing the people’s state power in Albania and the res-
toration of the old feudal-bourgeois regime. A whole
propaganda apparatus, including radio stations, news-
papers, magazines, leaflets etc.,, besides the central
organs of the press of enemy countries carried on wide-
spread hostile propaganda, slandering the PLA and the
Albanian people.

At the end of 1948 and during the years 1949-
1950, scores of armed bands and counter-revolutionary
groups and organizations were formed within the
country from the remnants of the overthrown and ex-
propriated classes and former collaborators of the fas-
cist occupiers, with whom the kulaks and some new
capitalist elements of town and countryside joined
forces. Such were the «Northern Epirus» groups, the
«Shqiponja» group, the «Resistance» group in Tirana,
etc. The latter which subsequently called itself the
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«Resistance Front» formed a so-called «central commit-
tee» and local committees in some towns and regions.

All the foreign intelligence agencies, the fugitive
traitors and the remnants of internal reaction, began
to establish contact with the «Resistance Front» in an
attempt to make it representative of the counter-revolu-
tionary forces in order to overthrow the people’s state
power in Albania by armed force.

Added to this anti-Albanian activity were the mi-
litary provocations on the border by the Greek monar-
cho-fascists, which in August 1949 were transformed
into a real military attack on the southeastern borders
of the PR of Albania.

On August 2, incited and supported by the Ame-
rican imperialists, the Greek monarcho-fascists laun-
ched their offensive against the Greek Democralic
Army (GDA) which was fighting for freedom and the
establishment of democracy in Greece. On the same
day, they carried out an open military attack against
the PR of Albania,

Three battalions of the Greek regular army, with
artillery and air support, launched a surprise attack on
Albanian territory in the Bozhigrad sector (Korga dis-
trict).

The provocation on 2 August was a continuation
of the previous provocations, but on a more extensive
scale and the prologue to a series of planned combined
grave provocations, which continued throughout the
first half of August, by regular detachments of the
Greek infantry, artillery and airforce in the sectors
of Bilisht, Leskovik and Saranda. In the fighting in the
Bilisht sector, in particular, the Albanian border guards
and the units of the Albanian People’s Army not only
successfully withstood those attacks, but with their
counter-offensive forced the enemy to withdraw from
all the border sectors, leaving dead soldiers or many
prisoners on Albanian soil. In the fighting, our sol-

127



diers, border guards, commanders and commissars pro-
vided lofty examples of heroism.

The provocations against the PR ol Albania conti-
nued during the second half of August, too. At this time,
the class enemies within the country, encouraged by
those provocations and the bands of mercenaries para-
chuted into :Albania, became even more active, spread
various reaclionary slogans and carried out acts of
terrorism in order to pave the way for the interven-
tion of foreign forces. On August 7 they killed Bardhok
Biba, the first secrelary of the Party Commitiee in
Mirdita. At the time when the Greek armies were
violating the borders of Albania, the Yugoslav forces,
besides committing border provocations, undertook
threatening troop movements on the northern and
eastern borders of Albania.

The August provocations were a serious threat and
danger to the independence and territorial integrity
of the PR of Albania. The aim of the monarcho-fas-
cist forces was not just to outflank the GDA via the
territory of ‘Albania but mainly, to carry the flames ol
war into \Albania, to test the defence capacity of the
PR of Albania and, if possible, to accomplish their
chauvinist policy for the annexation of Kor¢a and
Gjirokastra. But these plans failed.

The entire Albanian people rose to their feet in
military readiness to defend the independence of the
Homeland and the victories of the revolution. Thou-
sands of people, of all ages and both sexes, in town
and countryside volunteered to fight, arms in hand,
against the foreign aggression. Many inhabitants of
the border zones, especially of those villages which
were the direct targets of enemy attacks, took up arms
and rushed to the front line. Upon the decision of the
Party and the government, thousands of peasants were
armed, and together with the state security forces and
the border guards, tock part in the liquidation of eri-

128

minals and mercenaries and mopping up in the rear of
the army. :

The aggressive acts of the American imperialists
and the Greek monarcho-fascists in August 1949 pro-
ved completely abortive,

Subsequently, the external encmies of the Alba-
nian people concentrated their efforts in the struggle
against the PR of Albania on activizing bands of wre-
ckers and assassins and organizing the counter-revolu-
tion within the country. In the name of the «Free Alba-
nia» committee the imperialists sent scores of bands
of saboteurs and groups of spies, made up of Albanian
eriminals who had fled the country, against the PRA.
During the years 1949-1950 they were sent by land
(via Greece and Yugoslavia), by sea (from submarines)
and by air (parachuted), into various regions of Alba-
nia. The Yugoslav agents in the [ormer Directory of
Railways and the officials of the Yugoslav Legalion
in Tirana organized groups of agents especially in the
border zones.

The bands of saboteurs, in collusion with the
local enemies, carried out various acts of sabotage,
recruited agents and killed activists of the Party, the
state and the Democratic Front.

The armed popular masses, the defence forces and
the state security organs fought bravely against these
bands of saboteurs and espionage groups.

Thanks to a series of important operations, the
internal and external diversionist and sabotage activity
was uncovered and paralysed. Hundreds of saboteurs
and spies were captured or liquidated.

The frenzied anti-Albanian campaign which erup-
ted in all its fury during the years 1949-1950 against
the freedom, independence and socialist construction
in Albania, did not achieve the results intended.

Apart from enemies and war criminals, living ab-
road as refugees, there were also ordinary Albanians
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who had committed no crimes but who had fled the
country because they had been frightened by the
il]eg'fil and arbitrary actions of the K. Xoxe gmuup or
deceived by foreign propaganda. With the aim of pre-
venting these innocent people being used for the
sinister purposes of external or internal enemies and
having them return to the bosom of their families and
their people, in January 1948 the Presidium of the
F_’et_)p]e’s Assembly proclaimed an amnesty for persons
living abroad as refugees. Under the decree, major
concessions and facilities were offered to innocent, rank
and file people, in the first place, but also to those
persons who had committed state or eivil crimes, pro-
vided they returned to the country by March 15.

5. The Results of the 2-year Plan for the
Development of the Economy and Culture

Despite the great care of the Party and organs of
the state and the seclf-sacrificing toil of the work-
ing masses, the results envisaged for the plan of 1949
were not attained.

The Second National Conference of the PLA (April
1950) and the joint meeting of the Plenum of the als
of the PL/A and the Council of Ministers (August 1950},
which analysed the fulfilment of the plan during 1949
and the first half of 1950, severely criticized the weak-
nesses and shortcomings which had been observed in
connection with technical and financial control, dis-
cipline at work, the consequences of earlier sabotage
by Yugoslav specialists and the hostile activity of an
anti-Party group which ran the oil industry, ete. There
meetings set the tasks of making up for the deficits and
fulfilling the 2-year plan from the stand-point of the
total volume of production.
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The instructions of the CC of the Party and the
Council of Ministers helped in the elimination of a
series of weaknesses and shortcomings, led to the
strengthening of check-up and discipline at work and
resulted in better mobilization of the working masses.
Nevertheless, although the plan for 1950 was overful-
filled all the deficits of 1949 could not be covered. The
9-year plan was only 91.4 per cent fulfilled. The Pegin-
Elbasan railway was completed and work continued
successfully on the construction and installation of
machinery at the «Stalin- texlile combine, the «38
Néntori» sugar refinery in Maliq and the Selita hydro-
power station. Other important projects, such as the
reclamation of the Maliq swamp, the Myzeqe irriga-
tion canal and the Shémri-Kolgeca] (Shémri-Bajram
Curri) road were completed.

Although the plan was only 91.4 per cent fulfilled
in the very difficult conditions Albania had to cope
with, this was a major success for the Albanian pec-
ple. Total industrial and handicrafts production, not
including the major projects which came into opera-
tion in 1951, increased 4 fold, while total agricultural
production increased 30 per cent as against 1938. Ip
1950 the state investments on education, culture, the
health service and housing, were about 5 times greaier
than in 1948.

The economic and cultural successes achieved in
the years 1949-1930 led to improvement of the work-
ing and living conditions of the working masses. In
1950 the national income was 16.8 per cent larger than
in 1948. From the reduction in prices in April 1950, the
population gained about 200 million leks, at the exis-
ting prices. The number of workers employed in the
socialist sector amounted to nearly 50.000. The partici-
pation of women in production steadily increased. too.
At the end of the 2-year plan they comprised 18 per
cent of the total number of workers.
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CHAPTER FIVE

ALBANIA IN THE YEARS OF ITS
TRANSFORMATION FROM A BACKWARD
AGRARIAN INTO AN AGRARIAN-INDUSTRIAL
COUNTRY (1951-1955)

1. Laying the Foundations of Modern Industry

The 2nd Congress of the PLA was held from 31st
March to 7th April 1852 in Tirana. The delegates listen-
ed to the report of the Central Committee of the Party,
delivered by the General Secretary, Enver Hoxha.
The report made a detailed analysis of the interna-
tional situation, the exacerbation of imperialist con-
tradictions and the cold war, and pointed out the
tightening of the hostile encirclement of the country
and the danger of aggression. In connection with this,
the report called for enhancement of the vigilance and
anti-imperialist spirit and strengthening of the patrio-
tic and revolutionary education of the people.

The report also examined the internal questions of
the economic and political development of the country,
It emphasized that alter overcoming the obstacles creat-
ed by the interference of the Yugoslavs and internal
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enemies, Albania had entered the phase of rapid in-
dustrialization. The first five-year plan which was pres-
ented to the Congress for discussion and approval, was
a major step towards the accemplishment of this task.
That is why the 2nd Congress has gone down in histo-
ry as the congress of the industrialization of the country.
The accomplishment of the plan required great mobi-
lization of the people at work and the strengthening
of the role of the Parly and the state in running the
economy.

The Congress elected the leading forums of the
Party. Comrade Enver Hoxha was re-elected leader
of the Party.

After a broad popular discussion, during which
many additions were made to it, the draft of the Ist
Five-ycar Plan was endorsed by the 2nd Congress.
The main political task of the 1st Five-year Plan was:
«To strengthen the alliance between the working class
and the working peasantry and consolidate the leading
role of the working class in this alliance; to restrict
capitalist elements and speculators in town and country-
side; to se the cultural level of the working masses;
to strengthen the socialist consciousness of the work-
ing class and enhance the revolutionary vigilance and
patriotic spirit of all the working masses.»

Meanwhile, the main eccnomic task was «to con-
tinue the work for the construction of the economic
base of socialism at a higher rate, so that by the end
of the five-year plan our country will be transformed
from a backward agrarian country into an agrarian-
industrial country.»*

Rapid industrialization, in order to liquidate the
technical and economic backwardness, was considered
as the main link for successful accomplishment of the
major tasks of socialist construction. In conformity

* Enver Hoxha, Works, vol. 9, p. 171, Alb, ed.
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with this, it was decided that by the end of 1955 the
volume of industrial production would be more than
3 times greater than in 1950 and 12 times greater than
before the war.

The Congress envisaged that agricultural produc-
tion at the end of the five-year plan would increase
171 per cent as against 1950, or 2.5 times more than
before the war.

The increase in agricultural production would be
secured satisfactorily by solving the problem of the
mechanization of agriculture, by extending the reclama-
tion work, and by increasing the quantities of chemi-
cal fertilizers and selected sceds. However, the most
radical and effective measure for the developmenti of
agriculture was its further collectivization.

The plan set important tasks also for further rai-
sing the standard of living and the cultural level of
the people. According to the plan, in 1955 the incomes
of the population would be more than doubled, trade
and socio-cultural services would be improved, prices
for industrial goods would be reduced and rationing of
some essential goods would be abolished. Likewise, the
extension of education, culture, sports, etc.,, was envi-
saged. All these forecasts were fully realizable, but
required self-sacrificing efforts and work to turn them
into reality.

In the first years, despite the successes achieved
in production, contradictions and difficulties which
had to be overcome emerged. The major contradic-
tion lay in the considerable disproportion in develop-
ment between industry and agriculture. In 1953, while
industrial production was 9.5 times higher than in 1938,
agricultural production increased only about 60 per
cent, while production of bread grain, the most impor-
tant branch of agriculture, had reached only 130 per
cent as against 1938. This disproportion came about
because of the backwardness which agriculture inheri-
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ted from the past, the low level of culture and educa-
tion of the peasant masses and the small-scale private
property in the countryside, which impeded the exten-
sive use of machinery and increased yields in agricul-
ture. It began to become an obstacle to the develop-
ment of the economy.

In order to eliminate this disharmony, the neces-
sary corrections to the plan and a more reasonable
distribution of investments in favour of agriculture
were made. The Plenum of the CC of the PLA, held
in December 1953, decided that some of the invest-
ment funds allocaled to industry should be transferred
to agriculture, On the basis of this instruction, the
government eliminated from the plan certain industrial
projects that were premature and postponed the comple-
tion of some others. As well as this, a number of other
measures in favour of the peasantry were taken such
as the writing off of arrsars in compulsory deliveries
of agricultural products and the increases in the prices
paid by the state for many of these products. As a result
of these changes the situation of agriculture improved
and the production of articles for mass consumption
expanded. On the basis of the satisfactory achievements
of 1953, the Plenum held in April 1954 raised the figu-
res which had been set by the 2nd Congress, for the
final two years of the plan.

In the years 1951-1955 the branches of heavy in-
dustry, such as the fuel industry, the mining industry,
the electric power industry, the building materials,
engineering and other industries, assumed great de-
velopment. The fuel and mining industries were con-
sidered the base of heavy industry, and this was in
conformity with the needs and natural conditions of
the country. The main branch cn which most attention
was concentrated was that of oil production.

At the end of the five-year plan, oil production
had increased 158 per cent compared with that of

135



1950. It met 39 per cent of the needs of the economy,
Through improving its equipment and building new
refineries the oil industry also increased its refining
capacity.

In order to meet the great needs for fuel, special
care was displayed for the development of the coal
industry. The existing coal mines at Memaliaj, Mborje-
Drenova and elsewhere were expanded, greater resour-
ces of electric pewer, machinery and labour power were
allocated to this industry. Through these measures,
coal production in 1935 increased almest 5 fold as
against 1950 and 50 fold as against 1938.

In the metal mining industiry, attention was focu-
sed on the production of chromium ore at Bulgiza,
because this was the main export commodity. In 1955
chromium production increased 234 per cent as against
1950 and 17.4 fold as against the pre-war period.

Progress was made, also, in copper production,
which had been centered on the Rubik mine. At the
beginning of 1954 the Derven mine commenced produc-
tion, but an important event of that year was the dis-
covery of the Kurbnesh copper deposii which contai-
ned ample amounts of ore. In 1955, copper ore produc-
tion went up 170 per cent.

During the first five-year plan the foundations of
the country’s energy industry were laid and the needs
of industry for electric poewer and the people for
light were fulfilled better. In 1955 production of electric
power increased four fold as against 1950.

With the massive proportions that construction
work was assuming the building materials industry was
becoming ever more important. A sound basis for it
was laid with the construction of two up-to-date pro-
jects, the «V. I. Lenin» cement factory in Vlora and
the timber combine in Elbasan. J

With the commissioning of the new cement fac-
tory, with a production capacity of 42,000 tons, cement
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production was trebled in 1955. Likewise, the setting
up of the timber combine created, for the first time,
the possibilities to process the abundant reserves of
timber locally and meet the needs of the building and
furniture industries and communications. To supply
the new timber industry with raw material, the number
of saw-mills was increased and they were further me-
chanized. The amount of timber handled by the indus-
try reached tens of millions of cubic metres. In 1955 the
building materials industry increased its production
more than four fold as against 1950.

The engineering industry, which was the embryo of
the future metallurgical and machine building indus-
tries occupied an important place in heavy industry.
During the first five-year plan, the engineering indus-
try, the foundations of which had been laid in the years
1949-1950, played a major role in the strengthecning
and maintenance of the productive apparatus. During
the first five-year plan it supplied 15 per cent of the
country’s needs for spare parts.

‘Although heavy industry developed rapidly, during
the 1st Five-year Plan light industry still had great

weight in total industrial production. The growth of

the preduction of light industry 7 fold, as against 1950,
and 26 fold, as against 1938, was evidence of notable
progress. This development came about as a result of
the commissioning of some big modern projects and the
further mechanization and modernization of the exis-
ting factories and worksheps. The branches of light
industry that developed most were the textile and
food-stuffs industries.

The textile and clothing industry increased its
production 40 fold as against 1950 and 42 fold as aga-
inst 1938. The building of the «Stalin» cotton textile
combine with a capacity of 20 million linear metres
per year and the woollen textile factory with a capacity
of 1 million linear metres per year, laid the modern
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foundations of this industry and brought a radical im-
provement in production.
A pharac:tcristic of the 1st Five-year Plan was the
expansion and increase in the production of local in-
dustry in the districts. ‘At the beginning of the five-
year plan, industry had spread to a few main districts,
su1c‘h as Tirana, Durrés, Korca, Shkodra and Elbasan,
while it was developed in other districts later. Of espe-
cially great importance was the industrial develop-
ment of the North which was more backward than
the rest of the country.
: In this way a more rational geographical distribu-
tion and a more harmonious development of industry
was brlought about. A useful auxiliary of light industrir
supplying the people with mass consumer goods anci
the peasantry with work tools, was handicraft producti-
on, especially that part of it organized in cooperatives
At that time, however, in order to meetl the needs of
the_ population, the state gave great encouragement and
assistance to private craftsmen, through tax concessions
and ald_ with raw materials. As a result of these mea-
sures, the number of private craftsmen increased.

2. Secio-Economic Measures in the Field
of Agriculture

A1§ the beginning of the five-year plan, Albania
waslstill a country with very low yields in agriculture.
It did not produce even half the bread grain the people
needed. t

The aim of the 1st Five-year Plan was to raise
the'technical level of agriculture to the point that bread
grain production would be increased sufficiently ic
enable the abolition of the rationing system and te
ensure good production frem industrial bcrops,

A fundamental factor for the development of agri-
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culture and the countryside was the economic-financial
aid provided by the state. This aid was given mainly to
the socialist sector, so that it would be strengthened and
extended, but also to the private sector, without the
development of which agricultural production could not
be increased at that time.

Initially, the five-year plan allocated 14.1 per cent
of the investments in the economy to agriculture. With
the amendments made to the plan this figure was
increased. The bulk of these investments was used [or
land reclamation and the technical re-equipment of
agriculture. More than 6,000 hectares of land were
reclaimed from swamps, a further 14,000 hectares were
improved and protected Irom flooding, and 15.000
hectares put under irrigaticn. Important measures w=re
taken also to equip agriculture with modern machinery.
Both the number of agricultural machines and imple-
ments imported and local production of them were
increased considerably. In 1950 there were only 285
tractors in Albania while in 1955 the number of them
reached 1177. The number of combine harvesters of
which there were none, in 1950 reached 103.

Many more ploughs, cultivators, harrows, pack and
draught animals, chemical fertilizers, insecticides and
selected seeds were supplied to the peasants.

In order to improve the life of the peasantry and
encourage its productive capacity, corrections were made
to the taxation system. At the beginning of the five-
year plan, taxes on the income from the peasant econ-
omy were cut by 25 per cent.

In September 1953 the peasantry was exempted
from paying all the arrears in compulsory deliveries of
cereals, beans, rice, meat, wool, eggs etc., for the years
1949-1952 and 50-100 per cent of the unpaid taxes. The
state raised the prices of agricultural products and
lowered those of the farming implements. These con-
cessions meant millions of leks in income to the peasan-
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try, enabling it to produce more and ensure surpluses
for the market. Thanks to these measures and the
corrections made to the five-year plan, notable improve-
ments were observed in the sector of agriculture.

; The main condition for raising agriculture from
backwardness remained the collectivization of the
countryside, but the rates of collectivization were con-
ditioned by the successes of the existing agricultural
cooperatives, by the work to persuade the peasantry to
Join the cooperatives, and by the possibilities of the state
to assist the cooperatives materially and financially.

In the years 1951-1953 the collectivization of
agriculture procceded slowly, mainly because attention
was focused, first and foremost, on consolidation of
the existing cooperatives, During that period only 29
cooperatives were set up and the number of peasants
that joined them was small.

In November 1953, the Political Burecau of the CC
of the Party issued instructions to speed up the colle-
ctivization relying on the successes of the agricultural
cooperatives and the increased state aid for agriculture.
It instructed that, while the principle of voluntary
membership must be rigerously respected on the issue
of collectivization, spontaneity must be combated and
propaganda work with the peasants stepped up.

The intensification of the struggle of organs of the
Party and state against the hostile activity of kulaks
who aimed to hinder the setting up of cooperatives, as
well as against tendencies to violate the principle of
voluntarism by exerting pressure on the peasants to
join cooperatives or by making them false promises,
also influenced the speeding up of the collectivization.

As a result of these measures and efforts, in the
autumn of 18954, the rates of collectivization of the
countryside had accelerated and the setting up of agri-
cultural cooperatives began even in the backward
districts. The rate was especially rapid in 1955 when
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168 new cooperatives were set up raising the total

number of them from 90 in 1950, to 318. The area of
collectivized land increased from 19,106 hectares in 1950,
to 47.284 hectares in 1955 and the number of the families
belonging to cooperatives from 4,517 to 15,313. Korca,
Gjirokastra, Berat and Vlora were the most advanced
districts for the collectivization of agriculture,

Basing itself on these results, the Plenum of the CC
of the PLA held in December 1955 decided to go from
gradual collectivization to mass collectivization of the
countryside in the coming years, so that the econonic
base of socialism in the countryside would be finally
laid and the rapid development of agriculture ensured.

A major factor for the development of the pro-
ductive forces in agriculture was the extension and
intensification of the activity of the machine and tractor
stations (MTS) and the state farms.

In 1955 nearly 3 million quintals of bread grain or
53 per cent more than in 1950 were produced. The
advanced state cooperatives and individual economies
got 16-23 quintals of wheat and more than 35 quintals
of maize per hectare. Nevertheless, the overwhelming
majority of agricultural economies, especially the in-
dividual ones, still produced with low yields. Thus, the
final solution to the problem of bread remained some-
thing for the future.

Important successes were achieved in the production
of industrial crops, such as cctton, sugar-beet and
tobacco.

The year 1953 marked the beginning of the 15-year
plan for the extension and improvement of olive grow-
ing. The state enterprises which included large plant-
ations of olives were extended and new ones were
created in various districts.

In the first two years of the five-year plan, animal
husbandry was still at a low level and, in general, in
decline. The main reasons were the inadequate measures
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to secure the fodder base for the livestock, the droughts
of the first years which led to the slaughter of animals
by the hungry peasantry, and the insufficient care on
the part of the peasants for the welfare and housing
of animals. However, the basic reason was the existence
of the very backward private sector which did not have
the conditions for a good development of livestock-rais-
ing.

The decisions of the 2nd Congress of the PLA and
the special measures which were taken in 1953 put
an end to further decline in livestock numbers and
ensured a satisfactory increase in numbers and marked
improvements in breeds,

3. The Political Situation of the Country

At the time when the people were going all out to
fulfil the 1st Five-year Plan and were scoring important
successes in the construction of socialism, the class
struggle within the country and on the international
arena was becoming more and more severe..

In those years the capitalist encirclement of the
country was tightened due o the intensified activity
of imperialist states and neighbeuring countries against
the PR of Albania.

Yugoslavia, Greece and Italy were important bases
for the organization of plots against Albania. The
anti-Albanian activity of these states was carried out
in the framework of the newly created Balkan Pact
as well as of NATO.

The border provocations continued. In 1951 there
were 415 of them with a further 171 in 1952.

The combined strength of the Party, the state
and the people was directed against all this intensive,
dangerous activity, which created a difficult situation
for the country, In this situation the Party strengthened
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the revolutionary and patriotic education of the people
and armed them all, from the soldier to the worker and
peasant. An instance such as this in which a whole
people was armed to defend the socialist victories, 1is.
rare in history. The slogan «The pick in one hand and
the rifle in the other» became a reality throughout
the country.

During the years 1951-1955 a fierce struggle went
on in the territory of the PRA from the north to the
south, and especially in Ceniral and Nerthern Albania,
against the reactionary bands and groups of saboteurs
sent in from abroad. The hostile forces abroad especially
the American imperialists, made open calls for the
overthrow of the people’s power in Albania. In an
attempt to incite Albanian reaction and its bands, the
American Secretary of State Acheson, declared early in
1951 that the USA would assist in «the liberation» of
Albania and the winning of its «independence-.

In the ever fiercer class struggle, the reactionary
elements within the country revived and joined forces
with the bands of fugitive criminals whose activity
reached its climax in the year 1951. Operating in
Albania that year were 475 bandits of whom some
were saboteurs sent in from abroad, and the majority
local bandits. During that year, these bands, in collusion
with other enemies, organized 135 actions against the
people, killing, plundering., burning houses, carrying
out propaganda against socialism and the state power
and gathering information. _

In 1951, the state security detachments, in colla-
boration with the people, carried out mopping up opera-
tions all over the country. Their task was made easier
by the fact that the organs of state security had manag-
ed to penetrate the ranks of the reactionary «Resistance
Front» organization and take over its leadership.
Through this organization, they also managed to place
their men in several reactionary bands.
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As a result of these operations, about 144 bandits
were liquidated. Sons of the people, from the ranks of
the state security service, the police and the working
masses, gave their lives in the fighting against these
bands.

The stern fight against the bands continued in 1952,
too, when the Yugoslav, Greek, Italian and British
organs continued to send in mercenaries to revive the
bands demaged by the blows they were dealt in 1951
and to achieve the objectives they had been set for by
the imperialist and chauvinist states.

Although there were fewer bandits in 1952 than
in 1951, their activity was still intensive, They com-
mitted a series of crimes and engaged in subversive
activity in the economic field, gathering secret informa-
tion, committing sabotage, thefts, ete.

In 1952, however, the bands were dealt crushing
blows and in 1953 they were almost totally wiped out.
As a result of the armed clashes with reaction, during
the years 1949-1954, 961 foreign saboteurs and local
enemies were wiped out and the secret counter-revolu-
tionary organizations were completely smashed.

In the political situation which the country was
going through and in the conditions of the increase in
the rates of socialist construction, the further streng-
thening and democcratization of the people’s power
constituted an essential task which was linked with
the strengthening and defence of the independence of
the country and the successful continuation of socialist
transformations.

In July 1953, the CC of the PLA, the Council of
Ministers and the Presidium of the People’s Assembly
issued the joint decision on the reorganization of the
state apparatus. On this occasion Omer Nishani’s re-
quest for his release from the post of Chairman of the
Presidium of the People’s Assembly was accepted and
Haxhi Lleshi was elected in his place.
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Meanwhile, the improvement of the juridical
superstructure continued. An important sgccessr was
the endorsement by the People’'s Assembly in 1932_. of
the first Penal Code of a socialist content, which defmcd
the norms for the struggle against all kinds of crimes,
especially those against the state, for the pr'utect]on. of
socialist property, the rights of citizens, and the social-
ist juridical order in general. At this time, the Iabf)ur
legislation and social security legislation were im-
proved, too. ! ;

After the elections to the People’s Assembly in
1954, the latter approved the new government headed
by Mehmet Shehu.! ; : ‘

In those vears great attention was paid to increasing
the defence céa.macity of the country. This was expressed
both in the budget expenditure for measures of a
defence character, and in the re-equipment and mo-
dernization of the Pecple’s AArmy, the State Security
Force and the Police Force, ;

The major achievements in all fields and the f‘ailuTe
of the pTotsu of reaction made possible a reduct.lon in
the armed forces, releasing 9000 officers, NCO’s and
other ranks. Most of those released from the armed
forces went to work in production. :

All the above measures greatly strengthened the
positions of the dictatorship of the proletariat in Albania
and consolidated the independence of the country. The
victories on the political front were a guarantee for

1 For a long time Mehmet Shehu managed to conceal his
activity as an agent, which was uncovered only after his s.ui—
cide in December 1981. In fact, he had been recruited by foreign
intelligence agencies before the Second World War. He engagfed
in sub-versive activity both during the years of the Anti-fascist
National Liberation War and after the liberation of the country.
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if'he suc§essful continuation of the peaceful work for
the realization of the great objectives of the 1st Five-
year Plan, ;

4. The Raising of the Material and Cultural
Level of the People

_The bachievements of the 1st Five-year Plan had

a direct influence on raising the material and cultural
leve_l of the working people. As a result of the growth
of _mdustr‘ial and agricultural production, in 1955 the
ngtumal income increased 70 per cent in conﬁparison
}?ﬂth 1950, the real wages of workers and emplovém
increased 20 per cent and the incomes of the peasahtr;:
35 per cent. | j
In 1955 expenditure on socio-cultural measures
rose to 193 per cent and on social security to 215 per
f:ent of the 1950 figures. In the field of social securﬁ'\.’
it was envisaged that those who were employed bV
the state would receive free medical service, cash
benefits for temporary incapacity to work, s;upl.o]mo—
mentary allowance for children, various pens;lcns‘ et’é
__ Special care was shown for mothers with many
children, who were granted fixed monthly pavmen.ié
depending on the number of children. § fiof AL
In those vears the housing conditions of the work-

ers were greatly improved; the state spent nearly 2
billion leks to build nrew housing all over the country.
; In order to meet the needs of the people better
in the E:(mditions when the state trade was unable ‘ro
cope with them completely, the state encouraged the
Eieveh')pmcnt of small private shop-keepers by I:u.ﬁpplv—.
ing them with mass consumer goods and ‘écéordif;ﬂ
them bank credits. At the same time, measures Werg
taken to restrict the speculative tendencies on the
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private market, which became especially active when
there were shortages of essential goods.

As a result of the improvement of supplies for the
people, in 1955 56.8 per cent more sugar, 92.3 per cent
more fats, 37.1 per cent more macaroni, 9.5 per cent
more meant and fish, 81.8 per cent more cotton textiles
and 72.21 per cent more woollen textiles, than in 1950,
were sold per head of population.

Notable advances were made also in the field of
medical services. The numker of health institutions
increased and the incidence of a number of grave
diseases was reduced appreciably. Thus, malaria, which
was a major scourge in the past, affected only 2 per
cent of the population and was totally eliminated in
subsequent years. The creation of anti-epidemic and
vaccination centres all over the country and the com-
mencemeni of the production of vaccines within the
country played an important role in the struggle against
epidemic diseases. The infant mortality rate was greatly
reduced. The population grew with an annual increase
of 2.71 per cent, and reached 1,391,499 in 1955.

At the end of the lst Five-year Plan, the urban
population made up 27.5 per cent and the rural popula-
tion 72.5 per cent of the total population.

Major successes were achieved, also, in the field
of the cultural revolution, especially in the field of
education.

The most important success in the field of educa-
tion was the liquidation of illiteracy among people up
to 40 years of age. During that five-year plan, 190,000
{lliterates learned to read and write, thus this great
wound was wiped out in our country forever. Besides
this the network of schools of all categories was ex-
panded. Characteristic of that period was the extension
of technical-professional education, the creation of high-
er schools and the extension of evening and correspon-
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establishment of compulsory 7-year schooling.

For the first time in Albania during this five-year
period, 6 higher institutes were set up. The Teacher
Training Institute, the Polytechnical Institute, the Agri-
cultural Institute, the Medical Institute, the Economic
and Law Institutes. Besides these the «V.I. Lenins
Higher Party School and the University of Marxism-
Leninism (evening courses) were opened for the the-
oretical and political {raining of cadres, especially those
who worked in the organs of the Party and the state.

Along with education, Albanian science, which
was taking its first steps, assumed further development.

The Institute of Sciences was the main scienlific
institute of the country. Three other institutes were
established for the extension and deepening of scientific
work: The Institute of Agriculture, the Institute of
Zootechny and the Institute of History and Linguistics.
A series of other measures such as the improvement
of the organizational structure of the Institute of Scien-
ces, the increase in the number of scientific cadres and
their further qualification, the enrichment of the Tfund
of libraries, archives and laboratories, the reorganiza-
tion of the existing state archives, etc., were taken for
this purpose.

In the field of literature and the arts, an important
change took place. The new Albanian literature of the
post-Liberation years took the course of its formation
as a literature of socialist realism. The biggest success
was the publication of the first novels of socialist real-
ism, such as «The Liberatorss, by Dh. S. Shuteriqi,
«Overthrow» by F. Gjata, «They Were Not Alone» and
«Aférdita Back in the Village» by S. Spasse.

In the field of drama outstanding works such as
the plays, «It's the Wounds That Speak» by B. Levonja,
«The Fisherman’s Family» by S. Pitarka, and in parti-
cular, «Our Land-» by K. Jakova were produced,
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dence schooling. A notable victory in this field was the

The most outstanding musical works of that peciod
were the first Albanian operetta «The Dawns _by K.
Kono, and the musical tableau «Light on ‘A]bama» by
P. Jakova, while in the field of _figuratwe arts the
paintings, «First Harvest to the State- by F. SLamoi
«Yesterday and Today» by V. Mio, «S‘Eones from th(..
National Liberation War» by N. Zajmi, the bugt_s of
Comrade Enver Hoxha and Skanderbeg by LI Nikolla,
= Our national art was enriched with a new genre,
cinematographic art. As a result _of the egtabhshmeﬁt
of the Albanian Film-Studio the life and history ?f the:
people was reflected in films_, too. In those \»(,dIS .t1_(_
country’s newly created film indusliry produccd mamﬂly
short documentaries on the socialist reality. In ;(_)118.1).01 djc
tion with the BSoviet ci_m‘rmatogrgphy, however, 1
managed to produce the feature film _<<Skander}3e§>_u
which served as a touchstone for our cinematographic
i Socialist culture began to spread widely among
the working masses, The number of_ l_oooks p_ubhslhel. :
was almost doubled and the size of editions was grr(-k\t't y
increased. The circulation of newspapers and_mrdg_cl_,z-.
ines increased considerably. 'The popular 11}:)1".(?1"1(-;3(,1
which enriched their fund with 153,000 new bom%u, anl
increased the number of re;.—.dm:s to a quar'tel -:niia:
million, played an impertant role in disseminating books
an ifferent publications. ;

e f\lli)f;lg \\?it[la] the increase in the number of pl‘.Ofet.i—
sional artistic institutions, performances and audlelnt.e
numbers a major success for the country was ‘;he (:-1 G‘dl;
tion for the first time of the State Pb_ﬂharm(?n]a. viahla‘
rapidly developed musical and chorc_ogru‘phlc cu 'fajl”f_._
and the state variety theatre. The setting up‘of t es‘e
institutions was accompanied with the creation of a
very extensive network of amateur; groups in therergtéf:
pr'is:(\.s, schools and villages. In 1955 this broad artistic
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movement included 5,400 groups with 60,500 members.
Another indication of the cultural advance in the new
Albania was the mass development of sports and
physical culture.

The cultural progress of the country, together with
the economic progress, showed that Albania was putting
an end to its age-old backwardness.

5. The PLA for the Defence of Socialism
and Peace in the International Arena

At the beginning of the 50’s, the socialist camp had
become a reality with a great economic and defence
p_otential and considerable influence in the interna-
Flonal arena. It was characterized by its Marxist-Lenin-
ist ideological and political unity and solidarity.

Confronted by the socialist camp, the ir?lperialist
powers could no longer operate according to their
desire and dictate their will in the international arena.
Nevertheless, those powers and world reaction, which
never reconciled themselves to the increase of the
for.'c_es of socialism, continued to wage a stern struggle
against them. In order to save the old capitalist order,
Which was riddled with crises and all-round contradic-
tions, and to restore the capitalist regime in the socialist
countries the imperialists, headed by the USA, made
use of hostile and anti-Party elements wherever they
were. When the Khrushchev group came to the head
of the Communist Party of the Scviet Union (CPSU)
and the Soviet state. conditions especially fa\:om:able to
them were created. :

From that time on, a situation fraught with grave
consequences gradually began to develop in the social-
ist camp. The revisionist eclements in the communist
and workers’ parties, including the CPSU, began to
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become active, to operate, to denigrate their parties
and to destroy the dictatorship of the proletariat, social-
ism from within. At the same time they directed their
attack on the unity of the international communist and
workers” movement.

As a result of this activity, under the influence of
Nikita Khrushchev, anti-party enemy elements were
encouraged and set in motion in Hungary, Poland and
some other countries of people’s democracy. Matters
went so far that Khrushchev, quite arbitrarily and
totally disregarding the decisions of the Information
Bureau, went to Belgrade at the head of a Soviet Party
and government delegation in May. 1955 fo rehabilitate
the Yugoslav revisionist leadership headed by Tito.

The modern revisionists tried to paralyse the active
struggle of the masses for peace against imperialism.
According to N. Khrushchev, both the socialist and the
imperialist states were interested in ensuring peace.
Thus, in fect. he refuted Lenin’s ever valid thesis that
imperialism is the source of wars.

Meanwhile, the imperialist states increased their
hostile activity against the socialist countries and the
freedom-loving states, continued their policy of the
«cold war» from the «positions of strength», with the
aim of launching aggressive wars.

In these conditions, the People’s Republic of Al-
bania considered the active struggle for the preserva-
tion of peace as a very important task of its revolu-
tionary foreign pelicy.

In order to safeguard and strengthen peace it was
necessary to wage a resolute struggle on all fronts to
smash the aggressive plans of imperialism, especially
American imperialism, by opposing to it the united
strength of the socialist camp, the international pro-
letariat, and all the peace and freedom-loving peoples
and countries, In conformity with the clear-cut stand
of the Albanian people against predatory wars and
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war-mongers, in January 1951 the Peonle’s Assembly

passed a law which condemned the incitement of war

and war propaganda as «grave crimes against hL'u'n'mit"t-L

Peac(ejeamolng Lhte peoﬁl_es, and the Homelands. e

aseless strengthening of the fraternal frie i
and col}aboration with thf’ socialist 2{1)i1ti%t;]iein\zf:1§lﬂt]llﬁ
f()undatlor_l stone of the foreign policy of the dem"ﬂ
ment. of the People’s Republic of Albania, Alb-m.i;;':s
1*(-_‘1at10n§ with those states were all-sided, pnTLit{cal
i:ggc;mlc% t:);;mmercial, military, cultural and in th( in:-

rests o 1 TG 3 S ‘ialis LA
g rbvoﬁtig;;fﬂt cause of socialism and the pro-

: Th_e ‘main partner in these relations was uiw ou-

viet Union. The Albanian communists and péo\-\l.e
had a high appreciation of the role and merits pof
the Bo%shlevik Party in strengthening the uﬁity of
the som_ahst camp, the international communist and
workers’ movement and the anti-imperialist frf)ﬂ%

For the close friendly relaticns bf.vtween.Al'bani'a
andvthe Soviet Union, a special merit belonged t;
die V. .Stahn, who considered the People’s R(;rmﬁ)jic of
A]ba.ma a free, sovereign state, politically and eco-
rlonl}cally independent, and a true ally of the USS‘R
Stalin .felt it his internationalist dutyﬂ to provide d,ld
for s_?oc1a1ist Albania and spared nothing to fulfil its
requirements according fo the possibilities he had i

But this healthy situation in AIbanian—Sovio‘L
f:lat.mns began to be undermined by the Khrushchevi-
es.

__ Although at that time the ‘Albanian leadership was
still not clear about the treachery of the Khrushc‘be\‘r
group, certain actions aroused suspicions right f_ﬁ;m
1;he oulset. This led to friction between the t:-\-‘o sides
indeed to very severe friction. The KhI'U_Sh(f-h(EV g'rhoup";;
app}"oac}}cs to the Yugoslav revisionists and ii‘;s upm:L
denigration of Joseph Stalin were the first open distor-
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tions of an ideological and political character, which
were opposed by the PLA.

As a consequence of the anti-Marxist policy of
Khrushchev the relations between Albania and the
Soviet Union took an «uncertain course from that time
on, although in appearance they proceeded normally.

During the years 1950-1955 the government of the
PR of Albania concluded a serics of one and several-year
economic agreements, conventions and plans for ex-
change of experience in the fields of culture, art, radio-
diffusion, science and technology, with the European
states of people’s democracy.

Now Albania had greater export-import possibili-
ties. It exporled minerals, fuels, agricultural and li-
vestock products, efc., to those stales and imported
industrial equipment and machinery, spare parts, ete.

From January 1949, the Council of Mutual Eco-
nomic Aid (Comecon) functioned as a means for the
organization of planned economic cooperation and mu-
tual economic aid between the socialist states of Euro-
pe. The government of the People’s Republic of Alba-
nia took part regularly in the activities of this econo-
mic organization. To the extent of its possibilities, it
contributed to the accomplishment of the aims of this
organization on the basis of the principles of respect
for national sovereignty and national in terests, mutual
benefit and fraternal aid. However, experience had
shown that many of the decisions which were taken
in the Council of Mutual Economic 'Aid were not appli-
ed in the proper manner and to the proper extent by
certain member countries, that weaknesses and forma-
lism were apparent in its organs.

In February 1950, the Albanian government esta-
blished diplomatic relations with the Democratic Repu-
blic of Vietnam. In 1954 the first agreements on coO-
peration in various fields were signed with the People’s
Republic of China, and one year later with the People’s
Democratic Republic of Korea.
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Late in 1954 and early in 1955, under the pressure
of the USA the revival of German militarism became
a fait accompli. :

. In the face of this threatening situation, the coun-
tries which took part in the Moscow Meeting held in

November 1954 called the Conference on Guarateeing
the Peace and Security of Europe, in Warsaw. Its
p:r'oc_(}(?dmgs lasted from 11th to 14th May 1855. Each
participating state was represented by a delegation
headed by the Chairman of the Council of Ministers,

After discussing the situation created in FEurope
and the nccessary measures which had to be taken to
guarantee security of the participating countries and
preserve peace in Europe, the Conference decided that

a treaty ol friendship, cooperation and mutual aid
should be concluded between Albania, Bulgaria, Hun-
gary, the German Democratic Republic, Poland, Ru-
mania, the Soviet Union and Czechoslovakia. This
treaty was signed on May 14, 1955 and is known as
the «Warsaw Treaty».

 The Warsaw Treaty was set up as a political and
rgllitary organization, based on the principles of equa-
lity, mutual respect for state sovereignty and indepen-
dence, and non-interference in one ancther’s internal
affairs.

: It was formed when the anti-Marxist chauvinist
aims of the Khrushchev group had not yet besn made
clear. : i

In those circumstances, the government of the PR
of Albania, in the belief that the Warsaw Treaty would
serve as an instrumc in the interests of p=ace and

socialism, signed the treaty and the Penpl 3
of the PR of Albania ratified it on May 28, :

The government of the PR of Albania consistently
adhered to the policy of good neighbourliness. It sought
to have normal state relations with Yugoslavia, Gi‘egce
and Italy. However, the initiatives of the Albanian
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government the aim of which was the lowering of the
tension, the creation of mutual understanding, the
improvement of inter-state relations and the stabiliza-
tion of the situation in the Balkan and Adriatic zones,
did not find the same goodwill from the neighbouring
states.

Despite the grave situation created by the Yugoslav
revisionisls in Albanian-Yugoslav relations the govern-
ment of the PR of Albania strove to ensure that these
relations, from which any anti-Albanian aim had to be
eliminated, were normalized and developed through
state channals and that the friendship betwcen the two
neighbouring peoples was not jeopardized. However,
the Yugoslav government circles continued their course
of worsening relations with Albania.

The Belgrade government stepped up its slanderous
propaganda, and its many-sided organized, hostile anti-
Albanian activity in an attempt to overthrow the people’s
state power in Albania and isolate it from the socialist
countries.

During the years 1950-1953 the Yugoslav armed
forces carried out 250 large-scale provocations by land,
air and sea. Meanwhile, the Yugoslav Secret Service
(UDB) mobilized the Albanian war criminals who had
found asylum there and organized them in bands of
saboteurs. In 1951 it set up the so-called «Committee
of Albanian Political Emigrants~» in Prizren.

Pinning its hopes on the remnants of internal reac-
tion in Albania, the Yugoslav government tried, through
its legation in Tirana, to set them in motion with the
aim of creating disturbances and altering the situation
in favour of the enemies of the people.

But the Government of the PR of Albania liquidat-
ed all this hostile activity and resolutely defended the
freedom, independence and territorial integrity of the
Albanian state.

Part and parcel of this hostile activity of Belgrade
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was the chauvinist policy of denationalization towards
the population of the Albanian regions in Yugoslavia,
which resolutely resisted this policy and struggled to
win its rights.

On various pretexts for years on end the Belgrade
chauvinists imposed mass terror, and committed acts
of genocide against the Albanian population of Kosova,
Montenegro and Macedonia. To this end, they carried
out savage military operations in the period: June-
August 1950 and in the winter of 1955. The Albanian
population in Yugoslavia was brutally exploited and
left in profound, all-round economic, political, social and
cultural backwardness. Tens of thousands of Kosovars
were driven from their ancestral lands to Turkey, or
forced to move to other regions of Yugoslavia or abroad,
because of the national discrimination and the unbear-
able socio-economic conditions.

Socialist Albania maintained a consistent, principled
stand on the question of Kosova and the other Albanian
regions in Yugoslavia. In raising its voice of protest
and publicly condemning this chauvinist policy, it
performed its legitimate duty in conformity with the
international norms, without in any way interfering in
the internal affairs of the Yugoslav state, or making
any territorial claims.

From the second half of 1953, there were signs of
an easing of tension in the state relations between the
two countries, and certain problems teok the course of
solution. After the formation of the joint Albanian-
Yugoslav commission in the summer of 1953, and on
the basis of the agreements approved by it in December
of the same year, the construction of pyramids and
other markers along the state frontier between the two
countries was completed in 1955. In December 1953
the Yugoslav government accepted the Albanian pro-
posal for the resumption of normal diplomatic relations
and the reopening of diplomatic representations in the
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respective capital cities. In 1955 air traffic recommenced
between Albania and the outside world via Belgrade,
a trade agreement was signed, etc.

However, Tito had not renounced his anti-Albanian
ambitions and exploited every international circums-
tance to work against the PR of Albania. After the
counter-revolutionary turn of the Soviet Union towards
Yugoslavia, the Yugoslav leaders nurtured hopes and
illusions that the PR of Albania, in the spirit of the
Belgrade Declaration,! would march in step with the
Soviet government on the «new courses» for «all-reund
collaboration» with the PFR of Yugoslavia.

Regardless of the approval this «new» course found
in some countries of people’s democracy and the Soviet
pressure not to view the «Yugoslav problem rigidly-
at those highly complicated moments, the government
of the PR of Albania adhered faithfully to the general
line of the Party endorsed by the 1st Congress of the
CP of Albania in regard to its relations with Yugoslavia,
and did not rehabilitale the putschist group of Koci
Xoxe and company as the Yugeslav and the Soviet
revisionists wanted.

During that period. too, the Yugoslav revisionists
never ceased their anti-Albanian activity. During the
year 1953 alone, about 120 armed bands of saboteurs
were trained in Yugoslavia and sent into Albania.

During this period normal state relations could not
be established between Albania and Greece and this
for the fault of the reacticnary ruling circles of \Athens,
with their pretensions towards Albanian ferritories,
and their interference in the internal affairs of the
Albanian state.

1 On the occasion of the visit to Yugoslavia in May 1955
of the delegation of the Soviet Party and government headed
by Khrushchev, a Soviet-Yugoslav joint declaration was signed
in Belgrade.




The main «reasons» on which the government of
the Kingdom of Greece based itself in its refusal to
establish diplomatic relations with the Pecople's Re-
public of Albania were the so-called «state of war-
and the question of «Northern Epirus». To the Albanian
policy of good neighbourliness it counterposed its
chauvinist anti-Albanian policy. In this it was en-
couraged by the western powers, the USA and Britain,
which for their own political interests, wanted to keep
the situation between cur two countries lense.

Following this ccurse, Greece systematically
violated the territorial integrity of the PR of Albania,
encouraged internal reaction lo stir up trouble, and
hatched up plots to overthrow the people’s state power
and to partition Albania. During the years 1950-1933
the Greck armed [orces committed 544 air, land and
sea provocations, in which a number of scldiers and
citizens of the PR of Albania were killed while spies
and numerous bands of armed saboleurs were sent into
Albanian territory. Meanwhile, the territory of Greece
served as a base for the espionage centres from which
the American and British secrel services operated
against Albania,

Impelled by the desire for the normalization of
relations the Albanian government several times raised
the issue at UNO, demanding that the Greek govern-
ment put an end to its hostile stand, because this did
not serve the interests of the two peoples, who were
sympathetic to each other and had fought together
against enslavement by the Italian and German in-
vaders.

The Albanian people were interested in having
good, friendly, cultural and commercial relations with
Italy, and their government did not fail to display
proofs of its geodwill and initiatives to improve the
good neighbourly relations and economic relations with
that country. But the Italian government, on various
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pretexts, did not respect the Peace Treaty and its clauses
related to political and military obligations towards Al-
bania. Refusing to accept the existence of the people’s
state power in Albania and in order to damage it, the
Italian government impeded the ncrmalization of state
relations between the two countries. From July 1949,
till January 1952, it carried out 136 air and sea provoca-
tions, and sent bands of saboteurs and spies and pro-
paganda material of the traitor organizations formed
by Albanian reactionary elements, into Albania.

Continuing this hostile policy, after refusing in
the spring of 1950 the request of the government of
the PR of Albania to discuss and decide all the ques-
tions existing belween the two countries on the basis
of the Peace Treaty, in January 1852 the Italian
government raised the issue ol reviewing the Pcace
Trealy, in particular the foreword to this Treaty, and
the political and military decisions.

On February 16, 1952, the government of the FR
of Albania rejected the claims of Italy about the re-
vision of the Peace Treaty. Meanwhile it declared that
it would agree to the revision of the Treaty only
provided the Italian government withdrew from NATO
and allowed neither foreign military bases nor fereign
troops on its territory, provided it gave procfs that it
had changed the anti-Albanian policy it had pursued
hitherto, and provided that the new treaty would still
contain all the clauses of the existing treaty in connec-
tion with the obligations and pledges of Italy to the
PR of Albania, and these were carried out precisely.

From that time, it took the Italian government
nearly three years, before at last, it accepted the Al-
banian request to commence talks on the implementa-
tion of the Peace Treaty with Italy, in regard to issues
involving Albania (such as war reparations, etc.).

The PRA as an independent and sovereign state
which had made its contribution to the war against
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fascism and was a factor for peace in the Balkans and
in Europe, considered it its legitimate right to be a
member of the United Nations Organization.

But the question of the admission of Albania to
UNO went through a long procedure of discussions and
debates in the different organs of this international
forum, and was dragged out until the end of 1955.

Major obstacles were raised in this direction
primarily by the United States of America and Great
Britain,

The American and other diplomats, while display-
ing willingness to admit to UNO those states which
suited them, raised artificial obstacles over ‘Albania’s
membership and made slanderous statements alleging
that Albania was not an «independent state», not
«qualified-, neither «capable of fulfilling the obligations
of the Charter, nor disposed to apply thems, because
it pursued an «aggressive», «hostile» policy towards
Greece and Yugoslavia.

The Albanian application had had its supporters
among the member countries of the United Nations
Organization all along, but because of known obstacles,
it secured the majority only in the mid-fifties. By this
time the number of delegations in favour of new ad-
missions, including that of Albania, had gradually
reached that level at which the United States of Amer-
ica found itself virtually isolated and in a very un-
favourable position in the 10th Session of the General
Assembly which opened on 20 September 1955, On
December 14 the General Assembly finally decided to
admit Albania and 15 other countries as members of
UNO.

This event had repercussions inside and outside
Albania. The Albanian people welcomed it as an im-
portant victory for the principled policy of their govern-
ment over the reactionary circles which speculated
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with the absence of Albania’s from the United Nations
Organization. _

The admission of new members, which had been
impeded for years on end by the United States _of
America and Great Britain, was a success for the LiI\O
itself. at a time when its prestige had been comproml zed
in the eyes of the peoples because of its m_ampui; ion
by the western powers, Therefore, progressive opinion
considered this as a step towards making UNO more

universal.
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CHAPTER SIX

THE COMPLETION OF THE CONSTRUCT
: T1ON
OF THE ECONOMIC BASE OF SOCIALISM

A1) The. Fundamental Tasks of the 2nd
Five-year Plan (1956-1960)

A few weeks before the opening of the proceedings
of the 3rd Congress of the PLA, the Plenum of the
Central Committee approved the draft plan for the
c_le\-'elopment of the economy and culture in the PRA
lor_th(r _period 1956-1960. At the same time it decided
éhla]t J‘;hu dxl':;rft should be discussed by the working
ollectives all ow e ¢ Ty, bef '] "es
i er the country, before being presented
Whi_Ie this work was going on in Albania and
preparations were being made for the 3rd Party Con-
gress, imperialist reaction, headed by American i?ﬁ'peria]—
ism, and all the anti-Marxist currents in the world
launched a furious campaign against Marxism-Leninism
and the socialist camp. This campaign, the banner-
bearers of which were the Yugoslav leaders, had bee.n
developed by exploiting the revisionist course endorsed
by the 20th Congress of the CPSU.
The repercussions of this course were felt in Al-
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bania, too. Anti-party elements and agents of foreign
powers were activated and began to organize a secret
counter-revolutionary movement. They were assisted by
the revisionists of Belgrade, who through the Yugoslav
legation in Tirana carried out intensive subversive
activity. This movement had two main objectives: to
alter the Marxist-Leninist general line of the PLA and
bring it into conformity with the course of the 20th
Congress of the CPSU and to overthrow the sound
leadership of the Party so that its enemies could take
over the leadership of the country. At the head ol this
secret hostile aclivity stood Mehmet Shehu, assisted
by Beqir Balluku, Kadri Hazbiu and others who occupied
important posts in the leadership of the Parly and the
state.

The representatives of these elements put forward
their platform in April 1956 at the Party Conference of
the city of Tirana and on the pretext that more time
was needed to work out the new line of the Party
in conformity with the «new theses» of the 20th
Congress, they demanded the postponement of the 3rd
Congress. Their aim in this was to gain time to crzate
an atmosphere in the Party more favourable to their
intentions. However, the overwhelming majority of the
participants in the Conference were neither won to nor
even swayed by the demagogy of their platform.

Comrade Enver Hoxha went to the Conference
personally in order to uncover the sinister aims of
hostile elements and to defend the general political line
followed by the Central Committee since the founding
of the PLA, and once again made it clear that this
line was not only correct but it was essential to apply
it in the future, too.

Comrade Enver Hoxha's exposition opened the
eyes even of some participants who had been swayed
by the demagogy of the hostile elements. The Con-
ference unanimously endorsed the general political line
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followed by the Central Committee, condemned the
anti-party attempts to revise this line, and forced the
hostile elements to admit the counter-revolutionary
aims of their platform with their own mouths.

At that time, however, the Party did not manage
to discover the prime movers in this hostile activity.

«The Tirana Conference wus...a part of the
Tito-Khrushchev plot to overturn the situation in our
country ... At the Tirana Conference only the first step
was to be taken, the feeling of the pulse, the preparation
of the terrain.. »*

This was not the only attempt to force the PLA
to revise its Marxist-Leninist course. In conformity with
the proclamation of the revisionist course of the 20th
Congress as the general line of the international com-
munist movement and with the aim of the Soviet
leadership to make it obligatory for all the communist
and workers’ partics, pressure had begun to be exerted
on the Central Committee of the PLA as soon as the
proceedings of the 20th Congress were over. The secrota-
ry of the CC of the CPSU, M. A. Suslov, demanded,
through the delegation of the PLA which had been
invited to the Congress, that the PLA revise its general
political line, He also demanded, on the pretext that
«errors might have been made under the influence of
Stalin’s cult of the individual», that the PLA re-examine
its stand toward the Yugoslav revisionists as well as
toward Ko¢i Xoxe and the other enemies of the Party,
The head of the CPSU delegation that came to Tirana
to take part in the 3rd Congress of the PLA also repeated
these demands. However, all their pressures failed to
produce the desired effect.

These were the circumstances in which the ard
Congress of the PLA began its proceedings on May 25,

* Enver Hoxha, The Titoites (Historical notes), «8 Nén-
tori» Publishing House, Tirana 1982, p. 589, Eng. ed.
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1956, precisely as the Plenum of the CC of December
955 had decided. :
1g.dThe most important problem dealt with 12 the
report of the First Secretary of the CC of the Party,
Comrade Enver Hoxha, a problem which was directly
linked with the future of the country and which had to
be solved by this supreme forum of the Party, was
that of the course to be followed. Rejecting the revision-
ist course which the CPSU and other communist and
workers’ parties had begun to I“t‘)llo‘\&f, the Congregs pro-
claimed that «. ..the general political, cconomic and
organizational line which_ the Party has followed up
to now has been correct.»* i) ;
With this, as well as with the other delesu'ms it
took, the Congress let it to be understood thatﬁ it did not
agree with the spirit of the «new theses» of the '201:.}_1
Congress of the CPSU and that it did not submit to
pressure from abroad. However, in order to protect t_htz
authority of the Soviet Union, to preserve the uplt}r
of the socialist camp and to avoid exacérbat}mg r(—:latvu")ns
with the leadership of the CPSU, the real aims of which
were still not fully recognized, the 3rd _Cfmgmss;dld
not express itsell openly, by name, against the 20th
gress of the CPSU,
Con;i:i'Lcr endorsing the activity of the leading forums
of the Party, the results of the 1st Five-year Plan, and
the directives of the 2nd Five-year Plan, the Ccngx;ess
wound up its proceedings with the :a.ppr(wal of "Thﬂ(-r
amendments to the Constitution of the Party _\a-"u.‘.u.n
had been discussed by all party members and candidates,
and with the election of the new leading organs of the
PLA. Enver Hoxha was elected First Secretary of the
Central Committee.!

* Principal Documents of the PLA, vol. 2, Tirana 1972, p.
593, Alb. ed. _
1 By decision of the Plenum of the CC of the PLA held
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In adopting the draft plan for economic and cul-
tural development for the years 1956-1960, supple-
mented by the propesals and criticisms of the working
people, the 3rd Congress defined as the main task: the
further development of industry, especially of the min-
ing industry, mainly on the basis of the full utilization
of the existing productive capacities and the ex-
ploitation of internal reseswves, the rapid developmant
of agriculture, mainly through the socialist reorganiza-
tion of agricultural production, and on this basis, the
further improvement of the material situation and the
raising of the cultural level of the people.®

In line with the further development of industry.
it was envisaged that the total volume of industrial
production in the last year of the five-year plan would
be 92 per cent higher than that of 1955, The 3rd Con-
gress also decided that the rate of growth of the pro-
duction of heavy industry, and that of the mining in-
dustry in particular, should be higher than that of light
industry; while at the same time, the latter would ke
higher than in the first five-year plan.

In regard to the speedier development of agricul-
ture, the 3rd Congress approved a marked increase in
agricultural preduction, in order to fulfil the needs
of the people for bread and other food-stuffs and also
the requirements of industry for raw materials.

This increase could not be achieved without complet-
ing the construction of the economic base of socialism in
the countryside and without rapid, all-round develop-
ment of the productive forces in agriculture. The Con-
gress considered the acceleration of the collectivization

on July 12, 1954, instead of the post of the General Secretary
of the Party that of the First Secretary of the Central Com-
mittee of the Party was created.

# Principal Documents of the PLA, wvol. 2, Tirana 1972,
p. 597, Alb. ed.
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of agriculture the main economic and organizational
task in the field of agriculture and stressed that «the
2nd Five-year Plan must be the plan of the collectiviza-
tion of agriculture, passing from small-scale individual
production of the peasantry to large-scale socialist
agricultural production. . .»*

This target was fully attainable if we bear in mind
that as many agricultural cocperatives were set up in
1955 alone as had been set up in the nine previous years
and that within the first 5 months of 1956 the number
of agricultural cooperatives esiablished at the end of
1955 had been doubled. Therefore, the 3rd Congress
of the Party issued the directive that the collectiviza-
tion of agriculiure should be completed, in general, by
the end of the 2nd Five-year Plan (1960).

The other tasks had to do with the further im-
pravement of the material situation and the educational
and cultural level.

In order to bring into production the industrial
projects which had not been completed in the prcvigus
five-year plan and those which were to be built in the
period 1956-1960, as well as to carry out major projects
in the other fields of the economy, new labour forces
were necessary. In the years of the 2nd Five-year
Plan, ensuring this labour power became one of the
most urgent problems.

While the rapid development of industry in the 1st
Five-year Plan had created serious difficulties in several
cities, not only in regard to ensuring regular supplies
of food and necessities, but also in regard to housing,
despite all the many buildings erected or under cons-
truction, in some districts the danger of the depopula-
tion of the mountainous zones had appeared. The way
to overcome these difficulties was to secure the labour
power mainly from the cities, where there were big
e ) S

* Ibidem p. 614,




reserves. In order to secure the necessary labour power
from the cities, a great deal of educational work }“’ld
to be done and a struggle had to be waged against {Elo
backward concepts of being satisfied with little and
against private economic activity which hindered a‘ good
nl._lmber of city dwellers from entering emblnyr?wnt
with _the state. The factors which assiste’d the s-f;)l'ut;r_m
of this _problem were the abolition of the r'a.i.ifﬁjiﬁg
system in 1957, which led to increased quantities of
eonsumer goods on the market and speeding _ﬁp.-t};c
formation of ccoperatives of craftsmen and small qu'JfJ—-
k_eepers._ which restricted income gained from sz;:;;l-Lila—
tion. As a result, the city became the most imporiant
source from which the work force was secured. "i'-V-f;Jr-I-';en
made up a good part of this work force. Measures v.-';:re
taken not only to place them in suitable jobs, but also
to provide creches and kindergartens to care for t‘r-;mr
young children, . !
Another measure which reduced the shifting of
workers, who had not brought their families with fhem
because of lack of housing, was that of the priohr-i.i r
constl_"uction of housing in the new industrial 7ameg
especially those in which new towns had been built,
: Mainly as a result of these measures, the parti{-{p'a—
tion of' women in production irlcre;-lsm,:i beyond 'ar;V
comparison with the past and new towns. such as
Memaliaj, Kurbnesh, etc., sprang up. The : iv:i
success, however, was that of the creation o}' the nc\A
industrial working class, something which '-fi.lr‘rhvr
strengthfz‘.‘ned its role as leader andht'u‘rfaﬂizer n-f. ie
construction of socialism in Albania, Bt o

168

9. The Struggle for the Fulfilment of the 2nd
Five-year Plan

Heavy industry was developed more rapidly than
light industry. This course was followed with the aim
that in the future the production of means of produc-
tion would gain absolute superiority over the produc-
tion of consumer goods.

The mines were allocated 33 per cent of all the
investments in industry and provided with more gua-
lified cadres and modern machinery than any other
sector. This resulted, among other things, in the dis-
covery of the Marinéza oil-field (Fier), the new reserves
of chromium at Bulgiza (Dibra), the new deposit of
copper ore at Kurbnesh and those at Spa¢ (Mirdita)
and Qafébardha (Puka), the deposits of iron-nickel ore
4t Pishkash and Cervenaka, and the coal at Alarup
(Pogradnc:}, ete.

The production of the oil industry bad increased
nearly 3.5 times over in 1960 as against 1935. Two
other important successes WEre achieved in this in-
dustry: the oil-processing capacity increased 4.4 fold,
as against 1955 and. for the first time natural gas was
used as fuel for the production of steam for the genera-
tion of electric power.

The increase of the oil processing capacity was
achieved as a result of the commissioning of the new
oil refinerv in Cérrik (Flbasan). the reconstruction of
the no.?2 distillerv in Qtalin City, the production  of
which was doubled, and the construction of the Patos-
Cérrik pineline. Thus the hulk of the country’s needs
for liquid fuel and lubricanfs were ensured.

With the opening of the new mine af Kurbresh
the wnroduction of copner ore increased more  than
3.3 fold in 1960. as af vinet 1955, The construetion of a
factery for the enrichment of the copper ore with a
capacity of 150,000 fons a year began there, too.
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thmughhc til:gz;:rrf;i gmmipg industry was strengthened
_ e ion of production at the new mi
e e e : a € new mines
b 1?;1t2d?1dm Cuul), Kalimash (Kukés) and Mt:!r’:ij
reserve; d_.‘_?l.a..n). These mines and especially the new
oo o 1;3:?2;(:{ at She Bulgiza mine made {;dssiblé
a a. case 1n the predueti : tim
g e s 1%51.e production of chromium ore
o ;Eliﬁqt]he ?Oénmi_ssioning of the new mine at Alarup
sl 00[} ptrc{);“uc:tqcarl'{'of ltlhe coal industry jncreaqed
£ 00, _tons, while the produecti ' i
mcre;;ed 2.5 times, as against 113955uct10r1 i
) Taitats i .

2 las’(t- :;{E;i\lto?oa otf_the iron-nickel ore began in
Sl ven he five-year plan, thus i
pros%u,ts fti{l‘. the setting up of the metallurgical 11?51313?1:1?{;
industi m:’,l ing such great strides forward, the mirdlir:?‘
i y emerged as the vanguard of Albani .
i 2 ) anian heavy

Duri : ]
g elec?lf'lg the 15? Five-year Plan the foundations of
ol ic power industry had been laid and the ‘
Rivexl-ol?ag[bEh“ flrst_hydro—power station on ;hec?\f[l':
imDOI't-;nt f(.%un.‘j Thls_pro_)ect became one of tho.moi:t
et ‘tH' of the 2nd Five-year Plan. With the co:iqh"u(;
i Ja'nu;isv h;;fldrcl):pc_]wer station, which was ir{augﬁr.ated
» 1858 and was named L

. . . : 1 was after Kar ar
E?D(;qpr.od!hmtlon of e_:lectrlc: power by hydi‘o—pgix}(\ll"v[di-x,
othép ﬁ)\;((zie‘cded th.at b}f thermal-power stations -grfrr?;
tinn§ . tlhf;‘powif;r;T.atlons were built and ['he.f'.mkln-d'a-

ns o unified electric ‘er system | bania
b l.aid Sl lc power system in Albania
Ii‘iw-\iigil: ;’Iildusrir'y, also, developed during the 2nd
jn_d;-ls]rirq] 'ar_q dS‘ a,rusult, of the construction of néw
n E;m\%)fr(:]ef:t-s. the most important of whit’h.woré
R 1‘&5\;}’1?1?:@]:“13”%‘ fish and vegetable préserviﬁg
o .E.lb ‘01 a, _the «(;f.-_r‘orge Dimitrovs tobacco c.urirl
bine Jin Tfr-";l;mzi the «Ali Kelmendi» food-stuffs coing

R rana, the vegetable oil factory i ol
s Al Lhe e actory in Rrogoz
At the beginning of 1957 the Jmost Jrer(/):t];I?t
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handicraft cooperatives, such as those producing cloth-
ing, metal products, pottery and chinaware, furniture,
footwear, etc., were all included in the light industry.
As a result of this development and the measures
which were taken for the increase and more complete
utilization of productive capacities, in 1960 the output
of light industry was more than double that of the
year 1955. This increase would have been even greater
had agriculture supplied this industry with the full
amounts of raw materials envisaged in the plan.
The program for the acceleration of the collectiviza-
tion of agriculture, approved by the 3rd Congress of
the PLA, envisaged that the collectivization should be
completed in the lowland zones and in those hilly zones
to which the activity of the mackine and tractor sta-
tions extended. The collectivized land in these zones
would include 70 per cent of the planted area of the
Republic. In this way the old system of organization
of agriculture and the respective class structure in the
countryside would be sbolished once and for all. Pro-
ceeding from the fact that some violations of the
principles of persuasion and the free will of the peasant
had occurred in the practice of collectivization up till
that time, the 3rd Congress of the Party instructed that
in the work for the extension of the collectivization
of agriculture, the Leninist principles of persuasion and
the free will of the peasant to embark on the road of
collectivization must be strictly observed.
After the 3rd Congress, a general propaganda camp-
aign was launched and gradually intensified, in order
to explain to and convince the peasant masses that they
should set up new cooperatives and join them or the
existing ones voluntarily.
The explanatory work of the Party began, first
of all, with the communists of the countryside and was
carried out by teams of capable and experienced Party
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outside the cooperative joined it one by one or all to-
gether, but in those villages where the explanatory
work was superficial or carried out spasmodically, all
kinds of difficulties were encountered. The peasants
who were burdened with the sense of private property,
religious prejudices and backward customs, who had
no confidence in the collective work or were influen-
ced by the hostile slogans of kulaks and secret enemies
of socialism, remained undecided, isclated on their
emall economies. On the other hand, the cooperativists
frequently adopted incorrect attitudes towards them,
preventing them from irrigating their plots, pasturing
their animals or grinding their grain. There were even
cases when they were not admilted fo the wvarious
meetings of the village. Lacking a sound understanding
of collectivization, the leading bodies of some coopera-
tives did not allow poor peasants to join the cocperative
because, according to them, the value of the workday
would be diminished. Such aclions caused splits and
threatened the political unity of the peasantry around
the Party of Labour of Albania.

However, these shortcomings were quickly tack-
led, not only by the organs of the Party and the state
at the base, but also by the top central organs. They

t meetings of a national chara-
cter, such as the 3rd Congress of Agricultural Coopera-
tives in September 1956, and at the broad Meeting of
Activists of ‘Agriculture on February 21, 1957. The Ple-
aum of the Central Committee of the PLA, which met in
February 1957, also dealt with these questions in detail.

In conformity with the instructions of the Plenum,
the basic organizations of the Party received continual
concrete assistance from capable instructors who were
assigned to work in the countryside, and from groups of
specialists in agriculture and finance. Political, cultural
and press teams also helped to enliven the propaganda
for collectivization and improve the internal orgamza-
tion of the cooperatives.

a

were examined, also, a
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During 1957 the greater aid of the state for agri-
culture and especially for the agricultural cooperatives
also exerted an influence in favour of this work. Agri-
cultural credits increased from 243 to 547 millicn leks
for the agricultural cooperatives and fell from 95 to 11
million leks in the individual peasant economies.

The middle of 1957 marked s major turning-point
in the collectivization of agriculture. The number of
cooperatives increased from 318 with 15,313 families
and 51,118 hectares of cultivated land in 1955, to 1,698
with 74, 764 families and 216, 183 hectares of cultiva-
ted land in 1957, One year later, in 1958, there were
1,935 agricultural cooperatives. However, many of them
eventually amalgamated, so that at the end of the 2nd
Five-year Plan there were 1484 agricultural cooperati-
ves, which included 71,3 per cent of the peasant econo-
mies of the republic and 87,5 per cent of the area
of agricultural land held by the peasantry. Thus, in
general the collectivization of agriculture in Albania
had been completed, the economic base of socialism in
the countryside had been built, and the fundamental
condition for agriculture to emerge from backwardness
with rapid strides and enter the stage of advanced agri-
culture, had been achieved.

The collectivization of agriculture w
on the basis of the Leninist principles, while taking
into account the special conditions of the historical
development of Albania and especially of the Albanian
village. Precisely for this reason it had
special features. The collectivization was applied in the
conditions of the existence of small-scale private owner-
ship on which various restrictions were imposed by law,
and it developed in the form of agricultural artels only,
because the other more elementary forms, such as agri-
cultural collectives, neither became widespread nor achi-
eved stability. It began and developed along with the

as carried ocut

some distinctive
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industrialization of the country and not after ‘the_ Elerllt:fé
had been completed. Since there was no pmmtJ L
economic differentiation in the Albanian couniryslde
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i e total liquidation. ) _ £y
dlngl’f{?\’(\)ig(ii 1:(; achi.%\re a marked increase in agrruiilh
tural produ;:tion, it had been en_vi_sag_ed that, alrlnzj_;, :;i‘;w
speeding up the rate of collectivization, tbe px_o‘ u1. 11&
?’Erceq in agriculture must be in_c]--eased, t00. Thls“;\;?ﬁng
be a.c:complished successfully first of all by H?f:d'tt;»ac-
th‘e number of and strengthening the macl‘nne\ a i
tor stations (MTS) and the state agricultur 'a;l_(.m.c.rplt b
(gf&iﬂ)l In‘l‘)ﬁl_l the amount of work carried out by
he M s five times that of 1955.
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agriculture and the increase of agricultural production
was the new land which would be cultivated. During
the 2nd Five-year Plan about 43,000 hectares of new
land were planted to crops and another 17,000 hectares
were gained [rom draining swamps.

The increase in the area of arable land from 10,1
per cent in 1938 to 16.2 per cent at the end of the 2nd
Five-year Plan, was another great victory in a mountai-
nous country like Albania.

‘Another important success was the increase of
the irrigated area by 42.700 hectares and the addi-
tional 43,000 hectares which were improved as a result
of water-control projects.

Although the losses in livestock suffered during
the National Liberation War had been replaced and a
small increase in numbers had been achieved by the
beginning of 1954, that same vear a disturbing decline.
especially in the flocks of sheep, was noticed. :

This phenomenon was mainly the result of the
changes which were taking place in the countryside
with the collectivization of agriculture. Most of the new
agricultural cooperatives, occupied mainly with raising
field crops, paid little attention to creating the condi-
tions necessary for the development of animal hus-
bandry to make it an important branch of their
economy. Therefore, the overwhelming bulk of the
livestock were kept on the cooperativists’ personal
plots and the individual peasant farms. But the coope-
rativist peasant cculd not keep livestock in excess of
the numbers allowed by the statute. Consequently he
sold the surplus, mainly on the market. Before beco-
ming a member of the cooperative, the individual pea-
sant did the same thing. It was the herds of goats and
sheep, especially the latter, which were most affected
by the decline in numbers.

The Plenum of the CC of the PLA, which met in
February 1957, decided that the flocks of sheep should
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be increased most rapidly by the socialist sector, and
first of all by the agricultural cooperatives, which must
establish sheep farms as quickly as pessible, while the
state should take urgent measures for the improvement
of the breeds of local sheep. With the setting up of
sheep farms within the agricultural cooperatives in
addition to large flocks on the state agricultural enter-
prises, especially those specialized in livestock raising,
and with the rapid extension of the collectivization of
agriculture, the process of the passing of sheep and
goats from the private peasant economies to the socia-
list sector bhegan.

Consequently, the numbers of sheep in the state
agricultural seclor and the cooperativist sector, in-
cluding the plois of the cooperative members, increa-
sed year by vear, but this did not completely make up
for the losses.

These results were insulflicient to solve the major
problem of supplying the working people with animal
products, and with milk and meat in particular. The
slow rate of increase of these products was due to the
fact that their production was based mainly on sheep
and goats while the numbers of cows and pigs remain-
ed very limited. This situation, also, had to be over-
come within the shortest possible time relying mainly
on our own forces. Special consultative meetings were
held in the districts. The 11th Plenum of the CC of the
PLA, which examined the problems of livestock, approv-
ed an 8-year perspective plan for the increase of all
kinds of livestock, especially cows and pigs. Every
agricultural cooperative or state farm would raise a
given number of livestock per each 100 hectares of
land, while bearing in mind that the breeds of cows
and pigs must be improved and the fodder base must
be ensured mainly through planting forage crops.

As a result of these measures the situation was
improved but not to the extent envisaged by the 11th
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Plenum. The great droughts of 1959 and 1960 prevented
the necessary increase in milk and meat production.
At the end of the 2nd Five-year Plan, the targets for
meat and milk production were not fulfilled also be-
cause of the fact that the agricultural cooperatives
still did not raise sufficient livestock in proportion te
the area of land they cultivated. Most of the livestock
was raised on the personal plots of the cooperative
members.

6. The Improvement of Material Conditions
and the Development of the Ideological and
Cultural Revolution

After the satisfactory results achieved in the Ist
Five-year Plan, the Plenum of the CC held in December
1955 decided to abolish the rationing of clothing. This
decision came into force on January 31, 1956. So that
the incomes of working people employed by the state
were not diminished because of the unified state pri-
ces of these articles, the respective compensation was
allocated. At the same time, the reciprocal market for
agricultural and livestock products was abolished and
replaced with the system of wholesale purchase by
contract between the state and cooperative trade or-
ganizations and the peasants.

These measures were accompanied with two impor-
tant reductions in prices: the first in April 1956 invol-
ving an amount of 1.5 billion leks and the second in
November of the same year involving 750 million leks.
These reductions applied mainly to clothing, agricultural
tools, etc., as well as a few food-stuffs. Besides these
price reductions, hospital treatment for people employ-
ed by the state and members of their families was made
free of charge. The increases applied to low wages and
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pensions amounted fo a sum of 350 million leks per
year.

The 3rd Congress of the PLA issued the directive
that the rationing system should be totally abolished
and further price reductions made. The satisfactory
results of the first two years of the 2nd Five-year
Plan created the conditicns for this directive to be
implemented before the date set by the Congress.

On the joint decision of the Central Committee of
the PLA and the Council of Ministers of the PRA,
the system of rationing in Albania was abolished on
November 1, 1957, It had become a hindrance to the
further development of the people’s economy, because,
by allowing elements of egalitarianism in the distribu-
tion of the national income, it inhibited further increa-
ses in the productivity of labour and violated the prin-
ciple of distribution according to the quantity and qua-
lity of work done.

Besides the rise in wages, pensions and bursaries in
order to compensate for the differences between the
former and new prices, another reduction of prices,
involving 425 million leks was made. Likewise the
prices paid by the state for compulsory quotas and sur-
pluses of agricultural products wese raised, too. From
this the peasantry gained 800 million leks per year.

The radical measure, which led to free market-
ing in the distributicn of food products, was accom-
panied with three more reductions of prices in the
last three years of the five-year plan. Besides this
the peasantry had other gains as a result of the dou-
bling of the prices paid for surplus products purchased
by the state, the cancelling of obligatory deliveries of
beans, rice and eggs, and any obligation to the state
in products from their personal plots, including arrears
of these products. From the six reductions in prices the
people gained more than 7 billion 200 million leks.

Through these important measures for the improve-
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ment of material well-being the supply of industrial
goods and food-stuffs for the working people was
increased. The state built about 12,000 apartments while
the peasants built more than 32,000 new houses. _In
1960 the sums deposited in savings accounts had in-
creased more than 5 fold over 1955. In 1959, the real
wages of the workers had increased by ?'),91per ccnt_.‘ as
against the 25 per cent envisaged by thc; Congress, but
because of bad weather conditions the incomes of the
peasantry did not achieve the 35 per cent increase ern-
risased. ‘
HSdg'](_‘ehe new economic pessibilities created tfr_xe cnr}dl—
tions in which greater attention had to be pald_ to m'11~
provements in favour of the working _peoplc_. in both
working conditions and the health service.

The new Labour Code, replacing that of 1947,
came into force on May 1, 1856. This code marked a
new step forward in regard to the protection of workers’
jobs and health. It laid down a more correcl basis on
the question of the remuneration for work, sa[egu_g:yc%—
ing the principle of «equal pay for equal work regard-
less of sex or age». At the same time, the conditions
for the support and encouragement of women and
young people under 18 years of age were sanct}(m_ed
more specifically. The employment of women E-lt’l'd‘]'u—
veniles in theose jobs, which government provisions
described as heavy or harmful to their health, was prohi-
bited. : .

Supplementary paid leave was introduced ff_)r
pregnant women and workers under 16 years of age,
along with special conditions to enable the latter to
attend school.

The new law on social security came into force
on January 1, 1959. Under this law the sphere covered
by social E;Qcﬁritv was extended and cne of the most
advanced systems of pensions introduced.

Besides workers, employees and handicraftsmen,
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the pupils of technical-professional schools and the
students of higher schools and their families were also
ensured. All those citizens of the PRA who were acci-
dentally injured in the course of work for the state
also benefited from this new law.

The system of pensions was characterized by the
implementation of the principle of «the lower the
wage, the higher the percentage paid~ Besides this,
the granting of partial pensions and old age pensions
was sanctioned, with more favourable conditions for
mothers with many children.

As a result, total social security payments in
1960 were 289 per cent greater than that of 1853,

For the protection of the peopl2’s health, the nu-
mber of health institutions was increased and the me-
dical personnel was doubled.

s a result of all the measures that were taken
for the improvement of the living conditions and
health of the people, the natural inerease of the popula-
tion rose from 29 per thousand in 1935 to 32.9 per
thousand in 1960. This was cne of highest rates of
increase in the world and came about not enly because
the birth rate was one of the highest, but also because
the death rate had been almost halved as compared to
1958.

The elimination of illiteracy was one of the fac-
tors which made possible the extension of the school
network, not only for the pupils of day schools but
also for the adults who attended evening schools. This
was linked, also, with the change in the existing educa-
tional system, which did not respond properly to the
ever increasing needs of the economy and culture for
cadres and to the ever growing demands of the work-
ing masses for education.

In particular the education system was incapable
of responding to the needs of the country during the
next five-year period, when it was to embark on the
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course of transformation from an agriculfural-industri-
al country into an industrial-agricultural country. The-
refore, it was deemed necessary that the educational
system should be reorganized. In June 1960 the CC of
the PLA and the Council of Ministers of the PRA
announced the fundamental theses on the new organi-
zation of the school, so that they could be discussed
by the masses of the people.

These theses defined the various categories of
general and vocational schools, from elementary to
higher schools, and of the part-time schools for aduits.
Eight years of elementary schooling was made compul-
sory for all instead of seven yecars as previously.

At the end of the 2nd Five-year Plan there were
450 more schools than in 1955, the number of teachers
had increased by 3,600, that of the day school pupils
and students by 52,000, while the number of pupils
and students of part-time schools had reached 30,000.

A great success in the field of education was the
establishment of the state University of Tirana in
September 1957. This was done by uniting the existing
higher educational institutes (with the exception of
the Higher Agricultural Institute) and the Institute of
Sciences.

In the literature of those years there was a great
expansion in the range of subjects, the development
of new genres and an increase in the number of new
talents who began to make a name for themselves,
while music and the figurative arts saw the birth and
development of major genres. The first artistic films
were produced at this period, too.

The 1st Congress of the Writers and Artists” Lea-
gue of Albania, held in 1957, was an important event
for the further development of literature and arts.
The ways which the Congress recommended for the
further improvement of literature and arts in confor-
mity with the demands of the time, were the raising
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of_ ‘_che ideological level on the basis of Marxism-Le-
llrp_msr;‘l},1 more profound knowledge of the socialist rea-
ity, the improvement of artisti i =rgi

b ma._fses_ tistic skills and merging

Consequently, contemporary themes occupied a
more extensive place in works of literature and art.
Along with the subject of the National Liberation War
most of the works were dedicated to the socialis’é.
transformation of the country and especially to the
profound‘ changes which had taken place in life in the
countryside. Besides these themes, however, the figura-
tive arts especially, also began to deal with historical
ther_nes, to perpetuate the outstanding figures and events
of the past history of the .Albanian people.

_By the end of the 1950°s the method of socialist
Teahsm had been mastered and was being fully applied
in _the new Albanian literature and art. Realism, I’I:CVO—
It_ltlonary romanticism, sccialist partisanship and ﬁatrio-
tism, were the characteristic features of these works
grea?;ly enhancing their importance as means in thcz
service of the construction of the foundations of so-
cialism. In those years, both the generation of recog-
nized artists and the younger generation produced
works which were welcomed by the working people.
Such were the novels «The Starveling», by S. ‘Spasse
which won first prize on the occasion of the 15th anni-
versary of Liberation, «The Swamp» by F. Gjata and
<A Stormy Autumn» by A. Abdihoxha, the poems
«Revival» by LI Siligi, «The Poem of the Road- by
T?. Agolli and «An Industrial Dream» by I. Kadare, the
f1r's_t Albanian opera «Mrika» by P. Jakova, the first
artistic film «Tana» and many other works, especially
m_the figurative arts. In 1960 the number of books pu"—
blished reached one per day, or twice as many as in
1955,

The troupes of the professional theatres and those
of the opera, the ballet and philharmonia also achie-
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ved important results. The improvement of their arti-
stic level was reflected in such dramas as «The Task»,
«The Flower of Remembrance», «Wedding in the Wars
and the operas «Mrika», «Spring» etc., which the Alba-
nian public liked and which were the finest Albanian
works up till then.

In 1958 the new «Migjeni» drama theatre was set
up in Shkodra and the «Andon Zako Cajupi» theatre
in Korga in 1939. The higher school for training actors,
painters and sculptors was opencd the same years. :

In order to bocst the spread of culture the number
of houses of cullure, professional variety theatre tro-
upes and of sports fields and g}-'mnasiuﬁ*ls was doub-
led, especially in the small towns.

In the countryside the need for the spread of cul-
ture among the masses was greater. The backwardness
there was great in all directions. In 1958, 45 per cent
of the peasantry had no schooling at all, a whole world
of prejudices and harmful customs inhibited the pea-
sants and hindered the rapid introduction of new ideas
to the countryside. Consequently the level of agricultu-
ral production and the standard of living were low.
Another great hindrance to progress was the extensive
network of religious institutions and the clergy.

) tI‘hroughout this five-year period, measures of Spe-
c1'c}l importance were taken with the aim of overcoming
this situation and raising the cultural level of the coo-
perativist countryside. One hundred and thirty-five
houses of culture were built. Three films and variety
shows were put on, agro-technical, sewing, and embroi-
dery and hygiene courses were organized, and amateur
groups of singers, musicians and dancers were formed.
They became mainly centres of the struggle against
prejudices and backward customs. The scientific-athe-
ist theory advanced with giant strides.

The cultural activities in the countryside were fur-
ther enlivened by the thousands of working people of
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art and culture, of the health services, students and
teachers who went to the countryside in response to
the call which the National Conference on the develop-
ment of culture in the countryside addressed to the pe&o-
ple’s intelligentsia.

With the completion ahead of schedule of the task
set by the 3rd Congress of the CPA for the collectivizia-
tion of agriculture, socialist relations were established
in the majority of the villages which had mest impor-
tance from the stand-point of the agricultural economy of
the country. Thus, not counting the 16,2 per cent of the
cultivated land which belonged to the state sector of
agriculture, in 1960 the economic base of socialism had
been laid in the ‘Albanian countryside and «the most
radical revolutionary change in the economic and so-
cial relations in the countryside»* had been made.

The establishment of the economic base of socia-
lism in the countryside was not only an historic vic-
tory of a social and economic character, but also a gieat
victory of a political character.

It was a victory of a social character, because
the previously existing class structure, made up of
poor, middle and rich peasants, Was wiped out and
a single class, the cooperativist peasanury, was creat-
ed. At the same time, the rapid liquidation of the
kulaks as a class put an end to the exploitation of man
by man in the countryside.

It was a victory of an economic character because
it not only resulted in increased agricultural produc

+ History of the Party of Labour of Albania, «8 Néntori»
Publishing House, Tirana 1981, p. 318, 2nd Eng. ed.
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tion, but it also opened the way to rapid development
of the productive forces in agriculture,

It was a political victory because the fundamental
contradiction between the backward base and the very
advanced state superstructure was eliminated. In this
way, the people’s state power began to be based on the
two friendly classes of the new socialist sociely, the
working class and the cooperativisi peasantry, the alli-
ance of which, under the leadership of the working
class and its Party, was greatly strengthened and be-
came the main social force for the construction of
socialism. On this basis the moral-political unity of all
the working people wus stecled. Becoming the main
social force for the construction of socialism, this alli-
ance greatly strengthened the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat.

With the establishment of the economic base of
socialism in the couniryside, the complete transforma-
tion of the main means of production and circulation
into the common property of the whole society or the
group was carried out in Albania, Thus the multiform
economy was liquidated and a single socialist system
of the economy, which included heavy and light indus-
try, agriculture, transport, banks and trade, was set up.
At the end of the 2nd Five-year Plan this system
ensured 99 per cent of the country’s total industrial
production, 80 per cent of the agricultural production,
100 per cent of the turnover of wholesale trade and
90 per cent of that of retfail trade. This system contri-
buted 90 per cent of the national income. These very
important indices proved that the economic base of so-
cialism had been built, both in the city and in the
countryside.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION AND THE
FOREIGN POLICY OF THE PRA IN THE YEARS
1956-1960

1. The PRA in the Struggle for the Defence
of Peace and the Strengthening of the Unity
of the Socialist Camp. Extension of the
International Relations of the PRA

After the 20th Congress of the CPSU the forces
of imperialism undertock open aggressive act_mns in
three directions: against the socialist camp, against the
communist and workers’ parties of the capitalist coun-
tries, against the peoples of the Near and Middle East.

The socialist camp was attacked from all sides.
The subversive and disruptive activity against the so-
cialist countries was extremely intensified. The .b{:)l}.’:—
geois propaganda all over the wnrl@ 1ou_d]y _publu:;zed
the «crisis of communism». The situation 1n Eo_]and
became critical, internsl and external rea:-i(:iign jointly
organized the counter-revolutionary revolt in Poznan
in June 1956.

The victories of the Hungarian people were also
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seriously threatened. By launching the counter-revolu-
tion of October-November 1956 in Hungary the impe-
rialists and revisionists aimed at creating a hotbed of
war inside the socialist camp so that they could split
and liquidate it. The counter-revolution in Hungary
fanned up the anti-communist hysteria all over the
world. The socialist system was put to a very grave
test. All the forces hostile te socialism placed them-
selves in the service ol imperialism.

The international situation was aggravated further
with the Anglo-French-Israeli aggression launched aga-
inst Egypt in October 1956. It was a component part of
the general onslaught of imperialism against the free-
dom-loving forces and peoples.

The PRA took an active interest in the main pro-
blems and disturbing events of this period and main-
tained an internationalist stand towards them.

It expressed its complete solidarity with the Hun-
garian people and its readiness to help with any means
in the suppression of the counter-revolution and in
healing the wounds it had caused. «In the present
circumstances,» the Albanian government declared on
November 3, 1956, «the socialist victories the Hunga-
rian people have achieved during these years must be
rosolutely defended.. .»™®

In those grave moments when the enemies of so-
cialism, the imperialists and the revisionists, had direc-
ted their blows against the Soviet Union, against the
socialist camp, the Albanian leadership thought that
the struggle for the defence of the Soviet Union meant
the struggle in delence of Marxism-leninism, socia-
liem and the Albanian people,

The Declaration of November 3 also said that if
mistakes and viclstions of the principle of equality

= Declaration of the Government of the PRA, November
3. 1856, Zéri i popullit, Nove .ber 4, 1956,

had been made in the mutual relations between some
socialist states, as the Soviet government admitted in
its Declaration of October 20, 1956, these must be
corrected «on a Marxist-Leninist basis, so that friend-
ship, solidarity and collaboration between these socia-
list countries are further strengthened and develop-
ed‘»*

However, the assessment of these relations was
different from that of the Declaration of the Soviet
government of October 30, 1956, which was based
on the decisions of the 20th Congress of the CPSU. The
Soviet leadership was displeased with this and resor-
ted to pressure and tried to interfere in the internal
affairs of the Albanian state,

As a detachment of the international communist
and workers’ movement, the PLA felt it was its duty
to make its contribution to the struggle for the expo-
sure of revisionism and checking its spread.

At the Plenum of the CC of the Party of February
1957, Comrade Enver Hoxha made a deep-going ana-
lysis of the situation in the international communist
movement and once again stressed the tasks of the
Party in the struggle against imperialism and revi-
sionism. «The intensification of the ideological struggle
against the revisionist and anti-Marxist views, the in-
tensification of the struggle in the defence of Marxism-
Leninism,» said he, <«assume first-rate importance.»**

At this time the PLA spearheaded its struggle
against Yugoslav revisionism, which was the main
organizer of the campaign against «Stalinism» to dis-
credit Marxism-Leninism. At the same time, this strug-
gle was directed against the revisionist spirit exi-
sting in any party and in any country, against the
revisionist theses of the 20th Congress of the CPSU.

# Declaration of the Government of the PRA, November
3, 1956, Zéri i popullit, November 4, 1956.
*x Enver Hoxha, Works, vol. 14, p. 291, Alb. ed.
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This stand of the PLA was reflected in the Meeting
of the Communist and Workers’ Parties which was held
in Moscow in November 1957. Supported by revisionist
elements in the different delegations, at the Meeting
Khrushchev tried to have the revisionist course of
the 20th Congress sanctioned as the general line of
the international communist movement.

The delegation of the PLA, headed by Comrade
Enver Hoxha, made an important contribution to the
failure of these attempts by exposing the views of
the Khrushchevites and by joining its efforts with
those of some other delegations which defended Marx-
ism-Leninism.

The Khrushchevites, who were interested in pre-
serving at least a semblance of unity among the parti-
cipants of the Meeting, were forced to back down. Thus,
the Declaration approved by the Meeting was based
on Marxist-Leninist principles. In general, it was oppo-
sed to the revisionist course of the 20th Congress. That
is why the delegation of the PLA signed it.

The counter-revolutionary turning marked by the
20th Congress of the CPSU was reéflected, as in all
other fields, also in the activity of the Warsaw Trea-
ty, in which the secret aims of the Soviet govern-
ment began to appear. Irregularities were noticed in
the activity of the Warsaw Treaty from 1955 to June
1960. The Soviet leadership fried in various ways to
dictate its will to the member states, by taking advan-
tage of the fact that only Soviet militarymen were at
the head of all the organs of the Treaty and especia-
Ily of the joint command of the armed forces.

On many occasions the revisionist leadership of
the Soviet Union tried to use the Warsaw Treaty to
the detriment of the armed forces of the People’s
Republic of Albania. The Meeting of the Political Con-
sultative Committee which was held in Moscow imme-
diately after the 20th Congress of the CPSU was among
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Khrushchev’s first attempts against socialist Albania.
WAt this meeting, under the pretext that as a member
of the Warsaw Treaty Albania had its defence gua-
ranteed, he called for the organizational structure of
the Albanian army to be simplified so as to turn it
from an effective army into a token army. A situa-
tion of isolation was created for the Albanian side
in the Warsaw Treaty. It was not informed regularly
about all issues and activity. In the existing situa-
tion, in various forms and ways, though not publicly,
the Albanian government expressed its objection aga-
inst these stands of the Soviet leadership.

Even though it expressed its reservations and ob-
jections on some questions of principle to the Soviet
leadership, the government of the PRA was for the
development of normal state relations with the socia-
list countries, not allowing ideological and political
contradictions, which it wanted to be solved in a Marx-
ist-Leninist way, to become a hindrance to the Alba-
nian-Soviet state relations and to Albania’s relations
with the other socialist countries.

However, Khrushchev proceeded towards the exa-
cerbation of these relations. Following his great-state
chauvinist policy, from 1955 on he constantly tried
to interfere in the internal affairs of the PL:A and the
Albanian state, but met with resolute resistance.

Khrushchev exerted pressure on the Albanian lea-
dership so as to force it to revise its stand towards
the Yugoslav revisionists and reconsider the senten-
ces passed on anti-Parly elements and their agents
such as Kogi Xoxe and company.

Along with open pressure, the Khrushchev group
used all manner of means to divert the PLA from ifs
Marxist-Leninist course. In order to create the impres-
sion among the world opinion that the Soviet Union
was a «generous friend» which spared nothing to turn
Albania into a «flourishing garden» and in the hope
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that thel PLA would back down in face of its dictate
the Soviet leadership wrote off the credits amountih;
to 422 million old rubles it had accorded Albania fro;;
Libe;'atlon to 1955 and in July 1959 signed an economic
agreement under which another credit of 300 million
old rubles was envisaged for the period 1959-1965.

In Md} 1959 Nikita Khrushchev came to Albania
on an official visit at the head of a Soviet party and
state delegation. During his visit, with the intention of
turning Albania into a country economically del‘)vﬁ—
dent on the Soviel Union, Khrushchev recoﬁwme.mi-od
that it ‘should develop only its agriculture, esoeci_aUy
grow citrus-trees as it had favourable corlldit:i;ms".for
this purpose. :

The unpublicized ideological differences between
the PLA and the Soviet leadership still had not be—
come a serious hindrance to the development of in-
ter-state relations. However, it was not difficult to see
that these relations were deteriorating and that d‘-;
Khrushchev himself put it after his visit to Albania
these relations were under a <«layer of dust- wh*’.f'h,
he allegedly had wanted to wipe off on time dur';;g
his visit to our country. | ;

The Albanian government considered it necessary
that the socialist and non-socialist countries of “the
Balkans should co-ordinate their efforts for the DI‘P—.
servation of peace in this region. ad

However, its initiatives in this dire
response because of the ne
rialist powers and some circles in the Balkans which
echoed their policy. The Soviet government, too 1311-;2
sued sinister aims behind its declare tenti ‘:U;Jf
«making the Balkans flourish». As early as D A
1956, Khrushchev and later, the E-“,-ovizt-L Minister of
Defence, R. 1. Malinovsky who accompanied Khru.-'_ih:

tion found no
gative stand of the impe-

oy
e
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importance» «for the control of the whole Mediterra-
nean~»* and the eventual annexation of Greece, 1oo.
But they were wrong in their calculations in which
they, like the imperialist powers, saw the Balkans
as only a «powder keg». Acceptance of these poli-
tical ambitions was fraught with grave conseguences
for the freedom and national independence, for the
fate of the peoples of the Balkans. It was not only
an act of historical considerations that in its Declara-
tion of June 1958 the Albanian government recalled
the bitter past of these peoples, the intervention and
aggressive policy of the imperialist powers in the Bal-
kans. «The peoples of the Balkans», it pointed out,
<have drawn lessons from their past history and will
no longer allow the imperialist powers to turn the
Balkans into a hotbed of nuclear war. They will fight
against the setting up of missile-launching sites'in the
Balkans and in the Mediterranean basin and the de-
ployment of nuclear weapons as well as for the estab-
lishment of stable peace in this region.»**

The Albanian government continued its efforts to
develop normal state relations with the neighbouring
countries, to further improve its relations with Yugos-
lavia and Italy and to establish diplomatic relations with
Greece. But its many initiatives in this direction found
no response on the part of the governments of these
countries. Only gradually and with difficulty did they
accept to cooperate with the People’s Republic of Alba-
nia on some questions of mutual benefit.

The government of Belgrade was not for fair
neighbourly relations with socialist Albania. It was
simply indulging in demagogy when after the Soviet-

+ Enver Hoxha, The Khrushchevites (Memoirs), «8 Neéntori»
Publishing House, Tirana 1980, p. 37T, ond Eng. ed.
s# Declaration of the Government of the PRA, June 15,

1959, Zéri i popullit, June 16, 1959.
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;x’ugosla_w Declaration of 1955 it posed as if it was
v:l)irth*fﬂlsr;ishlg: a}?d the «improvement of relations»
rit > People's Republic of Albania. - acts

ever, proved the contrary. e

On a joint front with wor i

O 4]0 _ sorld reaction, the Yugos-
iav revisionists carried out an intensive hostile ac‘ﬁ\s—
ti};sg‘il}?isthﬁlfaglgi in the favourable international situa-

c -y ) K B araTal - :

o i e 20th Congress of the CPSU had created

Even after the failure of thei

: ilure eir agents at the Part
Clopfexl‘epce _of Tirana of April 1956 the Yugoslav re)—r
glsmnlsts still eontinued to send many spies and hun-
tgefis of saboteurs and to make provocations along
63911‘ state borders with the PRA. They carried out
195158.1;((;1, t?llr ar}éi sea provocations, in the period from
he ; I

s i 1960Tm dle of 1958, and 27 such provocations

The Yugoslav government carri i

_ ] carried out this activi-

ts.r ?alnly fr_'om Kosova which it wanted to turn into
:;_a ase agams_t Albania, into a base for the unifica-
t_1011‘ _of Albania _with Yugoslavia,»* Albanian reac-
1orl1cn}“11es and fascists! continued to assemble in Koso-
va where they were trained in all kinds of espionage
and (s)abotﬁge activities against Albania G

n the other hand, the governm(‘nt ;

X the sothe ; . 2nt of Belgrade
with ._evu gxowmg savagery continued its poli(%y of
geno(_,lde towards;‘ the long-suffering Albanian popula-
lfon in Y‘ugoslavm‘ In the years 1956-1960 thousands
? z;lbamans were forced to emigrate to Turkey.
tin the .wmter_of 1955-1956 a bloody military opera-
blondeS c:arrzed_ out all over Kosova. Innumerable
‘00 -curdling crimes were committed during the so-
called action for the gathering of weapons. .

* Enver Hoxha, Works, vol. 14, p. 283, Alb. ed
g 1 At that time there were over 3,000 Albanian fugitives
mong whom many war criminals, in Yugoslavia, :
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Whenever the PLA demanded that these barba-
rous actions be stopped and that the Albanians in
Yugoslavia be given the rights they were constantly
denied, the government of the SFR of Yugoslavia
accused the Albanian leadership of «Great-Albanian
chauvinism» and «irredentism». It went so far as to
present the PLA and the Albanian state as «enemies
of the peoples of Yugoslavia», «trouble-markers and
disturbers of peace in the Balkans-». Replying fo these
accusations, Comrade Enver Hoxha declared in June
1960: «We tell the Yugoslav revisionists to cease
their shameful slanders against the Marxist-Leninist
policy of our Party towards Kosova. They must keep
quiet and not touch the ulcer in their body if they
do not want it to become gangrenous.»*

In those years the chiefs of Belgrade made deals
with Greek reaction against Albania. In 1956 Tito and
the ex-king of Greece, Paul, talked in Corfu about
the possibility of the partitioning of Albania between
Greece and Yugoslavia. This was not a «joke» of Tito's.
as the Yugoslav ambassador to Moscow, Micéunovié,**
tried to present it in 1957, but an expression of chau-
vinism which had been manifest long ago and which
the government of the PRA was well aware of.

In these conditions, despite some partial achieve-
ments, mainly in trade exchanges, state relations be-
tween the two countries remained limited. The Yugos-
lav side rejected many Albanian proposals, observed
only to a certain extent the agreements signed by
both governments and violated the agreement of
December 1956 on the question of the utilization of
the waters of the border zones.

In the years 1956-1960, the government of the
PRA resolutely continued its policy for the normal-

# Enver Hoxha, Weorks, vol, 18, pp. 291-292, Alb. ed.
# Thidem, vol. 14, p. 365.
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ization of relations with Greece and the development
of these relations in the spirit of good neighbourliness,
with the conviction that such a policy responds to the
mutual interests of the two countries. It was of the
opinion that there was no reason why normal state
relations should not exist between the two countries
and that the time had come for the ruling circles of
Athens to renounce their claims which barred the way
to rapprochement and good understanding between the
two countries. Procrastination of the solution of this
important problem served only the interests of the
imperialists who did not wish either the Albanian
or the Greek people well and, for their own strategic
and hegemonic interests, wanted to keep the Balkans
in a state of permanent tension.

Struggling for the achievement of these aims,
despite the obstacles created by the government of the
kingdom of Greece the government of the PRA took
a number of concrete measures and initiatives. One
of these was the question of the repatriation of those
few Greek democrats who had taken refuge in Al-
bania during the years 1947-1949.! Both at the UNO
and through diplomatic channels the Albanian govern-
ment had long ago proposed to the Greek side to jointly
solve this problem. Despite the willingness shown by
our government this problem was sclved only in 1956
when the respective agreement was signed and their
repatriation began in August of the same year.

The protocol on practical measures for sweeping
the Corfu Channel from mines that might eventually

1 In the years 1947-1949, when the civil war was going on
in Greece, soldiers of the Democratic Army and Greek citi-
zens of different ages came over to Albania as refugees. In
conformity with international law, the government of the PRA
gave them asylum on Albanian territory, thereby accompli-
shing a lofty humanitarian duty.
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have remained there since the Secr:mr] w('):ld_ _Wa{'] \Z{r:;
signed in February 1958 in the (:1t5: of Lor[u; _’ <1r:..ir_1\r
this protocol the two sides_ C()mp_[(-z_i..(rci_fthe 11({,e:md
operations in their respective 1:(31°r'1ton§] wc-_f;.)1.h f-c{}m
on August 2 of the same year they d(:cl;]r.ed t at i? i
then on the said channel was clear for all surface
resse
VESSCi]j- the meantime the Albanian government v11+
of the opinion that trade relailpns of mutb.uai. b"l;!;l‘
could and must be established w1t‘h G]"E‘?GCE‘. ]IJJR‘I, 'a% de
existed with other countries which did not _nav-:ﬂ 1—‘
plomatic relations with AIbani_a. The Albanm:i 0(]}:21:
of foreign trade gave a positive reply t_.o L.jen nf.;l.d
firms which wanted to carry out trade \m_ih t!’lgl‘(gl a ..d
contracts were signed for this purpose In 1’:5 ffmq
1960. However, the first initiatives in this f_1§3_d \w{;
limited only to contacts between the trac%e fnm\s{ \iL-l‘r‘:
no prospects for broader economic r‘el_z_ltums }3{'(“.-\\:611}%
the two countries because the then government clrcles
of Athens showed no readiness to d_o Ay e,
The Greek armed forces contmue_d \_.-'-.-1Lh‘ ]o;)ﬁx (EL
provocations and violations of t}}c territorial }P_JIT"L’\H ;
of the PRA, Only in the year 1957 Lhey_ m.ade. J: kt}{’
provocations. Despite the serious warnings Ejf t.g} ;r;
banian government and the r‘m-:asures.lt pu)posc;r {”?_
October 1959 for the prevention of border mu((_n_;_:
the Greek government not only (]ldl not .g'_{]..\?(? upijd
hostile activity, but on the contrary further intensifie
i 7 nd of the 507s,
| bbRﬁit?ons with Italy did not pr-opel‘[y‘ r'uspom‘i] to
the mutual interests of the two ne_ng_hbour'lr}g pooples
The actions and stands of 1:he_ Italian r‘uh_n% u:'.nc(.-,_:-j
hindered and limited the utilization of “c..he_o.xlsl.lflg Pj’)“li
sibilities for a fruitful collaboration in the ec.t?r:lex "
and cultural fields and in sea tt‘apxpm‘_t..l It '\a\!h]l.:.l h\{é
without purpose that these circles did nr;)t .I 1.}1_[}-%._31)\._:( ?10
the trade agreements and dragged out indefinitely ine

197




t‘a]ks ?’i:’bl(,‘h had begun in December 1954. Despite the
;far;_cgsslonfa Fhe Alba_mian government had made to the
e 11;‘3m g:maet nment in thfe. question of war reparations
laly owed to the Albanian people, the agreement ¢
Some questions of the Peace Treaty with .I'I'al;r m
reacheq only after two and a half yéars olf tal‘ks" v
195?T};:js b}g‘reem&?r.nt was s%gned in Rome on June 22,
V.,-']::ths It<120‘?rs after the signing of the Peace '.[‘reats;
e r(je} in Se'ptcmber 1947. Among other things}
Italiang Remeélt'jstlpulat(;!d that the government of the
in war ree;?ali‘qi'li;n?ﬁt EI?J}; : Slemt Of:i 2,?‘00‘000 el
I anla instead of the 5 milli
cblollar's‘;:1 envisaged by the Treaty, The paymerft r?wlrgtizrl)g
€ Imade In goods and various equipment over : i
of 2 years. ' e
The June agreement marked a step forward i
ldoti:’:gogn}ent of' Albanian-Ttalian relati%ns. Ilfuxfrals? fttfll?
- mgds:(t)_me amendments which created more favour-
these relations, sspectaliy I the Syt oy DTt of
& , €s ally in the field of trade. i -
rlt'tl:lrilzitmn ,Of‘ this agreement, in December Ilg';rfmpt]}i
s I;R.Ag‘;ooxemnggnt ret.urned_to the government of
e wh;(-}?ﬂf (;i iE])ects of archeological, artistic, historical
o e tﬁ een stolen by the fascist occupiers and
fiejd i %md € payment of ~war reparations. In the
oy th:\ e,lthere_xyas an increase, although a slow
g tl;_v-:l})'ulr_nuzr of the goods exchanged as against
s i JSt- asls a regular sea line with ships of bot.hl
- .pal‘t te: db}il]shedI between the two countries. On
fE{Ci]jt’iO‘-‘., fo-eth bdnlan government created all the
So}dier;- kjl]l i e Lransfgr of the remains of the Italian
. S eﬁ{]l’n ‘Al_bama during the Second World War.
o i 1‘e.sFLhe PRA extended its relations to
s J‘_’ir:;ib'Afﬁﬁ)g’ ngrdl:ﬁ Eth_itopi;;x and Guinea
; - rice ] [ries v vhich it eg
bhsi}ed diplomatic relations. At thuvl;e?m: {:;ﬂk; ]!Tfnji}d
banian government recognized Morocco and' 'i"tfni%i{;
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as independent and sovereign states and expressed its
desire to establish diplomatic relations with them.

The relations of the PRA with the Arab countries
began to develop well. Various contacts were established
with most of these countries. The governments of the
PRA and these countries assumed a common stand on
questions which had to do with the liberation of the
peoples and the preservation of peace, especially at the
UNO. In 1956 and 1959 the first trade and cultural
agreements were signed with Syria and Iraq with which
we had diplomatic relations at that time.

The Albanian people supported the .Arab peoples
in the most critical moments of their existence. They
condemned the Anglo-French-Israeli aggression against
Egypt and the American-British military intervention
in Lebanon and Jordan in the summer of 1958.

In the years 1956-1958 diplomatic relations were
established also with other states of Europe and Asia:
Austria, Finland, Turkey and India.

The American and British imperialists continued
to maintain a hostile stand towards socialist Al-
bania. Taking advantage of its membership in the Tri-
partite Commission for monetary gold as well as of the
fact that the Albanian gold reserve (over 2454 kg),
which had been stolen by the German nazis in Sep-
tember 1943, was deposited in the banks of London,
the British government continued to keep it frozen.

The Albanian government resolutely protested
against this unlawful act. It dit not admit any discus-
sion of this question in any international organ, re-

jecting any claim of the Italian government or any
one else on this gold reserve. The Albanian government
demanded that the Tripartite Commission should return
this gold reserve in conformity with the decisions it
had taken as early as 1948, recognizing it as the indis-
putable property of the Albanian people.

However, becoming a tool of Great Britain, the
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E?;i?ar'l-llte Q(}le]ﬁlssit'le a@llowvd the British to keep the
‘L banian gold reserve frozen in their banks allegedly
as «compensation» for the losses m.ﬁf'arl'(rd-DV BLE-‘)"E‘.‘
in the so-called Corfu Channel incident. 5 e

; Despite all the difficulties and obstacles, the foreign
policy of the People’s Republic of Albania 'i('hievgd:
new successes in this period, i i
i I(r; C]I_S)b(] tlhe“Pe('Jplfr's Republi__(; of Albania main-
1&4 e L1Rplomatu, relations with 24 states as against
by m".llJL_,O, and it xlva_s a mer_nb(rr of 15 international
gan_uatlons and 42 international conventions

Itlhad economic relations with a still greate.r nurm-
be_r of countries. In 1957 the PRA conducted trad
with 21 states as compared with 10 in 195’3\" L‘Lnd w‘fitf
more thqn 300 trade firms on different (:nmfin;tnts :

An Impprtant indication of the expansion of Al-
bgnla s relations with the foreign world was its coo er-
ation with other countries in the cultural f.ield.pEk-
Char‘%gt?s of visits between Albanian and i"()r(‘ig'nh del-
E{gfﬂa_@ons or individual representatives of scieﬁco. erlLl-
15(3;223@&“’ the press, cinematography ete., greatly

l?rr_]‘gressive individuals set up groups of friends and
associations of friendship with Albania in diff;i‘lzelil*
countries. They organized various activities about ‘:(~:
cialist All?ania. which contributed to tl’le..Sfl‘f—‘IlO"EhE_‘.Iliwrl}
of the friendship between their peoples and the A]g
banian people, %3 ol :

200

9. The Struggle of the PLA Against the
Revisionist Views and the Divisive Activity
of the Soviet Leadership

On the initiative of the CC of the CPSU a meeting
was held in Bucharest on June 24, 1960, with the par-
ticipation of the communist and workers’ parties which
had attended the 3rd Congress of the Rumanian Workers’
Party.

According to a previous agreement, this meeting
ought to have had the character of a preliminary meet-
ing of the representatives of the communist and workers’
parties, mainly for the purpose of «exchanging opinions»
and taking a joint decision on the date and place of a
future meeting of the communist and workers’ parties
of the world.

However, contrary to what had been previously
decided, N. Khrushchev suddenly tried to give the meet-
ing the character of an «international conference of
communism» and to use it for his direct and all-round
attacks against Marxism-Leninism and the Communist
Party of China. The delegation of the PLA headed by
the secretary of the CC, Hysni Kapo, found itself faced
with an unexpected backstage move directed against the
socialist camp and the international communist move-
ment.

Although it took part in the Bucharest Meeting.
the PLA considered it untimely and irregular because
all organizational rules and Leninist norms regulating
relations between the communist and workers’ parties
had been violated. The delegation of the PLA did not
express itself on the disagreements which had emerged
between the CPSU and the CP of China. It reserved for
the PLA the right to express its opinion about them at
a broad meeting of the communist and workers’ parties
like that of Moscow of 1957 alter it had carefully and
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impartially studied the documents of the two sides and
only in case the two sides had not reached an agree-
ment by themselves.

Khrushchev found the principled stand of the PLA
at this meeting «strange~, called it an act of «rebellions
and spoke in sharp terms against it. Some revisionist
leaders of the other parties called the Party of Labour
of Albania «neutralist- and accused it of allegedly
having «broken with the correct Marxist-Leninist line»,

The Bucharest meeting marked the beginning of
the open conflict between the PLA and the Soviet
leadership. Immediately after the meeting this leader-
ship retaliated with anti-Albanian actions with grave
consequences for the relations between the two parties
and states. Now ideological and political disagreements
had extended to inter-state relations, too. In the hope
that it would bring the PRA to its knces. the Soviet
government radically changed its stand and bogan o
exercise an all-round pressure on the PRA. It resorted
to interference, subversion, military and economic black-
mail, provocations in the milifary base of Vlora, political
and military plots. ete., on a large scale. As a result of
this hostile activitv, Liri Belishova, at that time mem-
ber of the Political Bureau of the CC of the PLA, and
Kogo Tashko, then chairman of the Audit and Control
Commission of the PLA. capitulated to Soviet pressure
and cpenly apposed the line of the Party.,

The Soviet embassv in Tirana and the Soviet spe-
cialists in Albania carried out an intensive diversionist
activity in order to create an atmosphere of uncertainty
and ideological confusion about the correct line of the
PLA.

However, they did not succeed in their subversive
activity and there was no split in the ranks of the Party.

In order that state relations between the two
countries should not deteriorate further, on August 6,
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1960 the CC of the PLA sent a letter to the CC of the
CPSU which was requested to «take the necessary
measures so that such cases in the activity of ‘Lhe func~
tionaries of the Soviet embassy in Tirana will not .be
repeated.»* Differences in the «stands taken by 1.her
Communist Party of the Soviet Union and tbo Party

of Labour of Albania at the Bucharest Meeting,» th(‘e:
letter said, «must be exploited by n(}body as a pr'et(-:x

for interference in the internal ai‘:fz}lrs of one another,
because this would be of no benefit to the cause and
would damage the common interests of our two par-
3 L

1Jes}Far from acceding to these just demands, from
June 1960 onwards the Soviet governmt;nt }a_egfan in
silence to cut systematically all economic aid to .Al-
bania. It delayed and in some cases ceaf;ed altog.ethelr
the delivery of goods and induz_:tr.l.a]. equipment t\o Al-
bania, refused to ship the grain our Peoplgwu;:. u;
urgent need of as a result of the excepuonal.dl_ou.g t Od
1960. Only after 45 days of repeatefﬂ requests 1t--‘;}t;)g~l?td
to send 10 thousand tons of cereals, i.e. 15 days of u:(; :
instead of the 50 thousand tons rquestjed. Even Ol-b
amount it would deliver with delz.ly, in beptember— c-
tober, and sell not through clearing but in free cur-
r'en(,j{;l flagrant opposition to all existing _bilateral ag'l_"eej
ments, in a one-sided manner"and without pI‘(‘.\«.l?‘u‘:
notice; apart from this economiC pressure, t}.le Soviet
government stopped all supplies for the Albanian Peop-
le’s Army, from food and clothing to weapons and tec‘.hé
nical equipment whose delivery had been z'approve

by the Joint Command of the Warsaw Treaty.

\."f\"‘
* Principal Documents of the PLA, vol. 3, Tirana 1970,
p. 347, Alb. ed.
*% Ibidem.
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The countries of Eastern Europe, too, set out on the
course of aggravating relations with the PRA and
created a difficult situation by setting up a blockade
on ‘Albania jointly with the Soviet government.

These acts which were being stepped up with each
passing day assumed even larger proportions after the
Moscow Meeting of 81 communist and workers’ parties
which was held in November-December 1960.

The PLA sent its delegation to this meeting headed
by Comrade Enver Hoxha. The situation in the inter-
national communist movement and the opposing views
expressced in October 1960 i the preparatory commis-
sion for the drafting of the declaration showed that
the Moscow Meeting would be an arena of stern strug-
gle between the Marxist-Leninists and the Khrush-
chevite revisionisis,

The delegation of the PLA took an active part in
the proceedings of this meeting. On November 16, Com-
rade Enver Hoxha held an important speech in which
he presented the views of the PLA on the questions
under discussien, such as the nature of imperialism,
peaceful coexistence, the roads of the transition to so-
cialism, the threat of modern revisionism to the inter-
national communist movement, of the unily of the so-
cialist camp and the communist movement.

The stand of the PLA on all these questions was
based wholly on the principles of Marxism-Leninism
and opposed to the views of the modern revisionists.

Enver Hoxha pointed out that imperialism had nol
changed its nature, that it was aggressive and that it
was the duty of the peoples to fight to foil its aggres-
sive plans, that the policy of peaceful coexistence be-
tween states of different systems constituted only one
of the aspects of the foreign policy of the socialist
countries and that the two other and more important
aspects of this policy were fraternal collaboration and
mutual aid among socialist countries, and unreserved
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support- to the revolutionary liberation struggle of the
oppressed peoples against imperialism and reaction,
that peaceful coexistence did not mean giving up the
class struggle, that for the transition from capitalism
to socialism the party of the working class must rouse
the masses to destroy the oppressive political state
power of the bourgeoisie and establish a new people’s
state power, the preparation for the seizure of power
by violence ensured more chances of success for the
peaceful transition to socialism, that modern revisionism
remained the main threat to the communist movement
and that a ceascless struggle must be waged against it;
that the unity of the international communist move-
ment and the socialist camp was preserved by bringing
out mistakes and negative manifestations, by sternly
condemning and correcting them on a Marxist-Leninist
basis.

Besides the questions which had to do with the
existing international situation and the strategy and
tactics of the international communist movement, the
delegation of the PLA also informed the meeting of
the savage attacks the Khrushchev group had launched
on the Albanian Party and government in order to
impose its anti-Marxist course on them. As the imperial-
ist powers in the past, Khrushchev treated Albania
as a trading token, a medium of exchange which could
be lost or won by one or the other state, in this case
by the Soviet Union or China.

«What are these monstrous accusations,» Comrade
Enver Hoxha addressed Khrushchev, «this behaving like
a 'dealer’ towards our Party, our people and a socialist
country, which is allegedly lost and won as in gamble?
... There was a time when Albania was considered a
medium of exchange, when others thought it depended
on them whether Albania should or should not exist,
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but that time came to an end with the triumph of the
ideas of Marxism-Leninism in our country.»*

The delegation of the PLA to the Moscow Meeting
made a valuable contribution to the exposure of Khrush-
chevite revisionism. Its principled stand was of special
importance not only for the Albanian people and com-
munists but also for the entire world communist move-
ment. The courageous speech of Comrade Enver Hoxha
and all the activity of the delegation of the PLA at the
Second Moscow Meeting further enhanced the prestige
of the PLA, the respect, the faith and support of the
Marxist-Leninist forces of the world for it.

* Enver Hoxha, Selected Works, vol. 2, «8 Néntori» Publi-
shing House, Tirana 1975, pp. 832-833, Eng. ed.
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