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note

TEE HISTORICAL BASIS OF SOCIALISM IN IRELAND was originally published by the
SOCIALIST PARTY OF IRELAND. The exact date of publication remains uncertain,but
more than likely it was issued ih 1910 or 1911.

IT was the S.P.I. which opened correspondence with James Connolly on the ques-
tion of his return to Ireland fram America; and when he did return in 1910, he
took up the position of National Organiser in that body.

IV its publications the S.P.I, gave the following general position it held: ==
THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF IRELAND HOLDS: =--

TZAT society, as at present .constituted, consists of two classes, the capital-
ist class, who own all the instruments of production; and the working class who
possess nothing but their labour power or capability to work, mentally or physi-
O&llyo .

| THAT the worker, in order to subsist, must sell his labour power to the capit-

| alist, and as the capitalist to exist as a capitalist must make a profit out of
the labour power sold to him, and the lower the wage paid to the worker the gre-
ater the profit, consequently TiE INTERSSTS OF THEZ T70 CLASSES ARE DIAMETRICALLY
OFFOSED.

TIAT the remedy Tor the existing state of society is to be found in the establish-
ment of 2 SOCIALIST RTFUBLIC in which the worker shall be guaranteed the full
product of his toil and the advantage of every improvement in the mode of life,

\
: THAT this can only be attained through the thorough organisation of the workers
| in a thoroughly class-conscious political party as the SOCIALIST PARTY OF IRELAND,

. THAT as other political parties, refusing to recognise these principles, are
only the expression of the interests of various sections of the capitalist class,
there can be no fusion or amalgamation with thems
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"IN every historical epoch, the prevailing mode of economic production and ex=
change and the social organisation necessarily following from it, form the basis
upon which is built up, and from which alone can be explained the political and
intellectual history of that epoche™
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the historical basis of socialism
i in freland

IN Ireland, as in every other country where the instruments of producfion and
distribution are owned and controlled by private individuals,companies, synd:.ca:bes,
or trusts, the class-struggle is apparent,

IHE class-struggle means that batween the capitalists -- whose unjust appropri-
ation of the wealth produced by the workers, enables them to dictate terms of sxi-
stence to, and to govern the social .opportunities of the workers -- on the ong
hand, anfl the wholly propertiless working-class on the other, a never—end:mg con~-
fllct is going on, This war of classes is such that, in its course, it causes un-
told suffering and ruin tc the working-class. But, so mislead and stupified are
the majority of wage-worlers, by their belief in "the eternal fitness of things,"

that they are often heard applauding the hazy platitudes of alleged sane people,
who tell them "the interests of labour and capttal are identical", thet "capital
and labour must go hand .in hand," and so on.

NO7, the employing capitalist who purchases the skill, mental, or physical, of
a r*orker, only does so, for the purpose of obtaining a rrofit out of the labour-
power sold to him -- profit out of a raw material whether that material be wood,
silk, pig-iron, labour-power, or any other commodity.

TO ensure the continuance of thdis flow of profits, a large supply of labour
power is reqplred; and while employed or in possession of its profit-producing
abilities, the wage—worker receives, for hic subsistence and to enable him to
reproduce his gpecies, a share of the products he, or his class crcates, that
is, food, clothing, and shelter,

THESE necessities ke does not receive in their use form, but in the money
form of wages, This wages system is the storm=—centre of the modern class~struggle.
The veriest tyro in economics 7ill observe that the master's greatest interest is
to obtain lebour-pover at the lowest possible price; as, .. the lover the wages,
the greater the profit, On the other hand, low wages to the worker means a low st-
andard of cxistence, Thus, 1it-7ill be secn that there camnot be any community of
interest, “hatever, between them. Added to this the important feoct forces itself
on one's notice, that if the wage=-worker fails to effect a sale of his lasbour-pov=
er, or, in other words, if he fails to find employment he is rediced to a state
of abjcet degradation in o few weeks =-- or, in some eases, in a few days,.  This
condition of affalrs is necessary to thac predominance of the capitalist class,and
is buttressed up by the entirc power of the modern capivelist state, whether the
principles of government therein be 2utocratic, monarchial, or rcpublican,”- Taen,
from time to time, the workers asszil the pover of tle masters, as in the case of
a strike, or an unemployed riot, military, police, and detectives are 211 =t the
service of® the masters, For what? Iypcritically, we are told by the capitalist

rress, pulpit, =n@ reformer, "to protect privete property." 3ut it is not. It is
in reelity, to subjugate the workcrs and to perpetuate tle system of legal plunder
by vhich it is made possible for 2z small section of the’ community to live and riot
luxuriously on the produce stolen from the disinherited and wholly propertiless
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working class,

FURTHERMORE, owing to the introduction and development of machinery, an increas=—
ing number of workers are being displaced, and poverty and misery are, consequent-
ly, on the increase, W7ith the increase of powerty, and stress of working-class co-
nditions, comes discontent, and didcontent is the forerunner of REVOLUTION, At
the mention of this word the smug complacency of the greedy parasites is disturb-
ed, and the mere thought of an organised revolutionary moverent throws them into
consternation, Accordingly, it is found nccessary,from time to time, to be-fool
the workers, and to sidotrack thoir political activity, lest, during a lucid int-
crval, they should remember "that labour is the source of all wealth," and by do-
ing a little thinking on their own account, arrive at the inevitable conclusion
"that wealth belongs to the producers thoreof." Consequontly, the workers arc
assiduously trained to look for the mecans of rcdressing their grievances to pure-
and-simplo nonsocialist labour bodics, Each and cwery one of these organisations
cencedes the right of the capitalist to exploit the workers.The only quostion with
them being — how much the worker is to be robbed of, The fundamental diffcrence
botweon these productions of topsy-turvydom and a clear=-cut, scientifically-bascd
socialist organisation is this:- Wo beclieve and proclaim at all times and in all
placos, that the capitalist class is a non-producing class; that it is a  grave
injustice that any individuals should have the power to dictate terms of coxisteon-

ce to the groat majority of the people, and is a monace to the hardwon civilisa-
tion the human race has attained, Furthermore, that the possession by a class, of
all the means of produotion ~=- and, mines, railways, factorics, workshops, ctce=-
and their operation for profit, to the detriment of tho workers, is unjust, and
can bo rectified only by making these things the collective property of the entire
people —- under whose control they will be operated for use and not for profit,
Briefly, wo work for the roalisation of the SOCIALIST REFUBLIC, as thc only const-
itution of society compatible with the further developent of tho human race.Hav-
ing thus outlined the modern class strugglc and tho means for its abolition, it
becomes necossary to trace through history, the causes which produced the cffccts
wo witness to-day., i1l past history is a chronicle of successive class-strugglos,
Wars and rovolutions have not proceceded from the hcads of men, or from something
not understandable, but have always been outward manifestations of material con-
‘ditions underlying thom. Lot us apply this test to the history of Ircland.,For our
purpose, it will be sufficiont to begin with the Milesian Colonisation,

THE Milesians, coming almost direct from the East, thc home of the Arts, were,
ig all probability, posscsscd of morc culturc than the other western tribes or
nations, and their ancient druidic faith lcads us to suppose they possessed some
concoption of man's duty to man, Yet, they came here in the role of conguorors,
and imposed their civilation on the natives == just as many hundred ycars after-
wards the Frankish conquerors imposcd their yoke on the pcople cf Gaul when they
had -conquored that country, As such, they were, of coursc, a ruling class,.;nd it
is intorecsting to remember in this connection, that a rovolt of the un-free (Fir-
bolg) clans against the freo (Milesian) clans took placo in Ircland 2,000 yoars
ago, Production was then entirely for usc, Such articles as wore cxchanged or
barterod wero, principally, dress or ornaments. Chattel slavery cxisteds. The

political dovolopment scoms to have followed the general course, that is, a
number of domocratic tribes became united for purposes of offence and defence,
undor an sbsolutc monarchy, Aftcr the introduction of Christianity, thc anciont
cohosion socms to haw boon shaken, and a spocics of clorico-foudalism became the
groatost power in tho land,




VAST quantics of land passcd into the hands of the monks, and th¢ monustorics
were ruled by abbots who were very often chiefs sprung from grcat clans,Educat-
ion flourished, and the schocls of Ircland were thronged by the youth of 21l na-
tions,Irish nuv1gators carricd thc fame of their country to distant shores.Some
writers have grown so cnthusiastic on this period of carly Christian Ircland as
to style it the golden age of Irish history. Ilowever that may be, we are fairly
safc in assuming that if tho national development procccded on the lines then
laid down, we today would be much more likely to bec the citizens of a progress—
ive and cnlightencd state, than thc rcsident ‘helots of a provinge of the British
Empire, The first intcrruption occurcd in the sixth century, during thc reign of
King Diormuid, /A nurder tock place in Tara, the King's Court, and the culprit
fled to'seck sanctuary with St. Ruadan. The incenscd King followed, and on the
saint's refusal to deliver up the culprit, Diarmuid broke sanctuary and cxccuted
his man, i

THE breaking of sanctuary was sacriligious, and the thunders of the church werc
turnod on Diarmuid; his followers deserted him and he was, ultimately, assassina-
ted, This intcresting sidelight is shown for its veluc in demonstrating the deter-
mined and progressive spirit of the ancient Irish, Let it be rciembered the great
clorical nobles werc then the greatest power in the land, and Diarmuid throw down
the guage to them fully 900 years before Emperor Charlos attempted to break  the
power of the German fcudal nobles and bishops.

AFTER this, there were interminable struggles for the crown, and these guarrels’
left the country an casy prey tc thc marauding Dancs. Yet, we owe something to tho
Dancs, Their scaport strongholds of Dublin, Cork, and Waterford developed  into
citics, ond the citics, as contres of trade and commorce, have played an 1mportant
part in nﬂtcrlml dévelopnm te

BEFGRE procoodlng-furthor, it is well, now, to cxamine the constitution of  the
Irish' clan, The clafl lands were held in common, The chicf differed vastly from a
feudal baron, inasmuch cs he was simply an clected lcader, and was never regarded
as a hcaven=-sent ruler, He was the guardian of the people's rights, and their mil-
itary lcader in time of war. As long as he proved faithful to his trust he was ho-
nourced and obeyed, but if he tricd to cxcced his authority in disposing of the
commohly=orned land, his position at oncc chenged, The correctness of this view is
provod by ch incidcnt which occurcd hundreods of yecars after the Norman Invasion,

SEVER'L Irish chicfs had rcrqlrod to the Court of Elizabeth and aecepted titles
and tenurcs of their lands, or more proporly specaking, the lands of their clans,
from the British monarch., But thoy rcckoned wwithout thoso sturdy democdrats -- the
clansmen, Then the 0'Bricn of Thomeond returncd with a gold chain, some parchments,
and” the barbarous title of Tarl, hc found an Irish 0'Bricn installed chicf. It
had not occurcd to his clan thut degenerate chicf could upset their just and
cquitable systom of land-holding, Je- arc informed by Fynes Moryson that one of the
charges brought against Hugh 0'Neill was that, standing on the stonc of Tulloghoge,
he accopted a vhite wand, the symbol of chicftancy, and sworc to preserve inviola-
te 211 the anciont former rights and privileges of his clan, Conspicuous among
such rights and privileges was thc guardionship of the commonly-owned lands,

4T the period of the Norman Invasion the invadors sought to carve out with their
swords fieudal scignorics fa themselves, naking the land private property,. and to -
rcduce the freedom-loving Irish to scrfs, The ossentially feoudalistic Normans,with
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their visions of castle~fortresses, fiefs, tolls, villienage, va.ssg;lage, and, all
the rest of it, now found themselves opposed by men who, with their simple ¥are,
their rude arms, and their stern indomitable belief in the right of the gemple
to their land, were to lay many knight and squire low, ere the hateful system of
the private ownershlp of the means of production should be thrust on them,

THESE men were not chiefs or bards, or Brehons, but the Irish clansmen =- fore-
bearers of the modern Irish proletariat. The great guiding principle of common
ownership of the land was the material reason for the incessant struggle maintaine-
ed by the Irish clans against the English aggressors from 1171 to 1608, and has
continued, though in other forms, down to our own day, For, be it remembered, the
expatriated Irishmen has never yet waived his right to the land,

WHEN finally, the British system of landlordism was established, the Irish free-
man was divorced from the land and brought to the level of a peasant, The fllght
of O'Neill ond O'Donnell, the plantation of Ulster, the expatriation of the native
Irish, tho rise of the Anglo-Irish aristocracy, and the going over to the Brikish,
or becoming "loyal" of a scction of the old Irish, in order to obtain the coward's
permit to grow rich at the expensc of their fellows, are all historiesal cvonts of
importance directly traccable to this change. Consequently on this change also,
the affairs of the two countrics, England and Ireland, beccame closely interwoven,
and to undorstand fully the deductions of this paper, it bccomes necessary to oxX=
amine tho development of the British middlo-class,

AT this period the last. traces of foudalism were disappearing in Englandj ond on
the risc of the groat middlo-class, a change in governmontal institutions bocame
neocssary, The discovery of America greatly strengthencd the power-of the rising
bourgcoisic, New trade routes to the Indics had followed Vasco do Gama's rounding
of the Capcs No longer werce the grecat mercantile citics of Gonoa and Venioe the
centres of distribution for the products of the Eost. The dominance of tho narkots
of the world was slowly but surely changing to London,

OTING to her peculiar gcographical position, and the adventurous exploits of her
mariners, tho wealth and tooming products of the now world began to pour into
Englond, The British middle olass now porceived that, in order to ensure thoir
dévalopoent , it was imperative thoy should dominate the powor of the State,Thoso
inarticulate promptings found express:.on in the republican teachings of Pym,Homp-

den, and others, ‘ction camo later in the overthrow of sbsolutisn in the person
of Charles I, and the ultimate reduction of the aristooratic cavaliers, 4s  in
cvery othor great historical manifestation, this movement had its obb as well as
its flow; and the ebb may be attributed to the side=tracking of the movoment by
Cromwell, and his assumption of almost all tho prerogatives.of a King, while nom=-
inally styling himsclf Protector of the Commonwealth, This action of Cromwell's
made possible by a wave of roligious fanaticism, had the cffoot of paving the waoy
for tho British reoactionarices to effect the restoration of tho monarchy, But the

devolopment was only tomporarily checked, and in 1688 the English middlo class
Rovolution beccamo an accomplishod fact,:

DURING this period how fared the expropriated Irish, On the onc hand, were the
broken’ clans sunk in misery and hungering for a return to oarlier conditions? On
the othor, worc the sons and grandsons of the chiefs proud in their-lincage, and
soornful of the greedy hordes of English plantors who had over-run the country
and grobbod the land, Theso dispossessod classes constitutoed tho old Irish party.
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THERE was, of course, alsc the new Irish party, These werc tlc inglo=Irish dosc-
cndants, of the Norman invaders, constantly looking at the English kings and gover-
nments for protoction, and always protesting .their eringing loyalty and sceking
only rcforms, They worce the fitting prototypes of the'respectable constitutional

{ nationalist, " the "Cawstle Cawtholic," and the lick-spittlc shonecn of today ==
men on whose lips patriotism mcans compromisc, and frcedom high dividonds,

AT longth the exactions and oppression of the ruling class became unbearable,
Thon the glorious spirit of liberty cntered the minds of tho oppresseds Then the
lbrave Irish spirit, -pulsating with revolutionary ardour, strong in the justico of
its causc, fearless in the advocacy of ite rights assorted itsclf, The result was .
the insurrcction of 1641, This was a union of tlo now Irish with the old Irish,The -
scientific truth that overy organism contains in its inception the germs of its B
decay could not reccive a greator cxcmplification than this Confederation,Over its ™
dissonsions and broils it is not neccessary to- linger. It perished of its own inecp-
titudo, and again the Irish plcbians passcd through a wilderness of suffering  to
an abyss of despair, The Cromwellian scttlement followed, and ncw adventurcrs dis-
placed both old and new Irish, The lower classes werc swolleon by an increment from |
above == just aos, at the present day the proletariat is being augmented continually.
by members of the middle class, who arc crushed out by the competition among them-
solves,

|

ME/NTHILE the dnjzlish middle class wero daily strengthening themsclves, “Then, i
finzlly, they kicked out the misorable James IT, tho Irish cspoused his causec,bo- . ~
licving that in the event of his success the thon cxploitigelass —— the now plan~-
ters =--7ould be disposscssed, and that the land would revert to themsclves,

AFTER the Siege of Limerick began the real agonics of the poople, The infamous
cnactronts against the Cotholics dograded and brutalised the peasantry, ond tho =~
proscription of cducation loft a mark on the national character which, cven today,
has not been climinated, Yot the cconomic development of the Irish middle class
prococded, Industry made grecat strides, The spocches and writings of Swift, Lucas,
ond Molyncux gave a great impetus to Irish manufacturc, There now commenced a '
struggle botween the oxploiting (British) middle class and would-be cxploiting
Irish middle class, William IIT had, in duty to his Inglish subjocts, almost kill-
cd the woollen industry; for the British, anxious to attain industrial supremacy,
would not broock the competition of the Irish. Henceforvard, the struggle, as be-
tween English and Irish assumes a difforent ASpCCt,

HERE we have a struggle between tiro classes differing racially and politically,
but absolutely united on the one point -- namely, in their firm belief that God
sent then inte the world to cxploit the working class, The morc highly developed
British capitalist class beecame cxtromcly intolcrant in their antagonism to the
cribryo Irish capitalist class, and as thcy had found freoedom to cxploit in the ca-
pturc of political power, they rccogniscd in the cfforts of the Irish middlc class
the same aspirations as had actuated themsclves in their strugglc, Furthermorc,
thoy wore conscious.that dangerous industrial competitors at their very doors

| would be ruinous to:- themsclves, «.ccordingly, to thc old spirit of racial animos=-
ity is joined the modcrn spirit of competition for profits; the workecrs bcing usecd
in the struggle much the same as pawms in a game of chess, '

THE offerts of the Irish middlc class culminated in the voluntoer movomont of
1782, by which the conccssion of logislative indepcndence was wrung from the British
3 .::»)




Government, Having this far trased the rise of thc modern Irish capitalist class,
it bocomos nccessary to concider the position of that class by whose exponditure
of blood, toil, and labour, thc rise of thc middle class was made possible,

THE Irish middle class could not have attained such prominonce unless with tho
aid of the subject working class, This working class consisted of two sections,
The most powerful, perhaps, certainly the most progressive, were tho working cl-
ass Protestants and Presbyterians of the North, They had the advantagoe of oducat-
ion, of a sort, and by virtue of their status as a component part of the conquer-
ing race were possessed, altiough in a limited degroe, of gho franchiso,

THE othor section was the Catholic Pecasants, artisans, and labourers, These wore
denied by law the right to cductaion, their religion was proscribed and thoir race
condermed, Theoy were crushed almost oubt of existenco by the oxactions of their
landlords, and by the extortions of tithos for the upkeop of a clorgy whoso teach-
ings thoy did not accopt. Theiw disabilities were so numerous as to be overuholm-

ing; honco they resorted frequently to the only moans left to thom of arranging
their wrongs == namecly. forco.

THE country bocame honeycombod with sccret socicties, called "Whitcboys", otm.
John Mitchell, who is, probably the most reliablc historian who deals with this
poriod (41740-1770), says "Thc instinot or mecaning of 21l those organisations is
the instinct of resistonce to legal oppression, A1l the laws wero not made for,
but against the mass of the pcople. The proscribed raco saw only onemics on the
bench and in the jury-box." History repeats itself, Today all capitalistic just-—
ice is dispensed with the objoct of protocting the intorosts of the exploiting or
ruling class. The extornal appcarance of oppression is veiled by logal formseRend
these forms, and it stands rovealed in all its hideous nakodnosss

A few other oxtracts from Mitchell will give us a clear conception of this eight~
oenth-century class struggle; - "The immediate cause of the first breaking out of
those disorders was that many landlords in Munstoer began to enclose commons, on
which, up to that timg, their rackrented tenants had cnjoyed the rights of common-
nge =- in Taterford, Cork, and Tipperary, ongry crowds asscmbled and. tore dovn the
cnclosures, " Large bodies of troops were sont to the scats of the disturbances,and
many brutal exccutions took place; these in their turn werc followed by ficrce ro-
prisals on the part of the pcasantry, On the whole the Thiteboy movomont was on
a par with the rovolts of the poor in other Europcan countrics in carlior timos;
such as the risings in Englond headed by John Ball and Wat Tyler; the insurregtion
of the "Jacquerie" in France, and the .poasants in Germany, But not alnne wero the
cxpropriated Catholics of ihe South in rovolt, the bulk of the Northern Protestants
and Presbyterians werc also approaching the samo condition,

IF the South had its Waitcehoys, the North had its Oakboys and Hearts of Stoel,
Of the faotors which .roiuced them two at loast wore always fortilo in croating
revolutionary focling. These two factors wore tho extortions of tho land-lords and
the exactions of the clergy. Bub added to those was a nower and more powerful

factor, This, the histcerian %ells us, was "the alloged injustice of tho cmployers
of manufacturing labour.”

IT is well to romerber that the majority of the doscondants of the Colonists or

Plantérs in Ulstor wene £'milled workers, and what may be described. as home industry
had boon brought to a high statc of dovolopmont among thems Thoy, as woll as the
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0ld Irish, produccd all the nocessarics thoir condition of 1ifo roquired, in their
own homes, They grow their flax, cured it, and manufacturcd it into articlos of
dross, They possesscd their own cattle and sheop; tanncd their leathor; cardod
thoir wool; were their own butchors, bakors, weavers, ta.llors, ctec, When somo grow
richor -than others, or, to be more corroct, with tho arising of the middlo class
and the gradual concontration of capital in fower hands, the Northorn Protestants
and Dissonters wero, as woll as their brother—Cathol:.cs, slowly but surely disposs=
csscd; that is being deprived of the individual ownership of tlo moans of product-
ion, they were rondercd dependent on thoir labour power == and bocame wago slaves,
So when the cnterprising capitalist class oponed mills all the cssentials were to.
hand =-- raw material, the proper kind of lobour, and that glorious adjunct of cap~
italistic clnllsatlon, a labour market, whero the workers bid against one another,
cach cndeavouring to undercut the othor far the right to work, or to be cxploited,
Ono more quotation from Mitchell proves the truth of thiss == "The troubles in Ul=-
stor wore produced by hardships and oppression, The Presbytorians in the North wore
now, as woll as the Catholics, sufformg, not only from the Tost Lot and the Tlthes,
but also from the difficulty of carning on honest livelihood.

(F course thc rising middle class werce "fricends of the poor," and by advocating
reforms which were calculated to benefit the aforesaid poor thoy securced the supp— -~
ort of the vast majority of thc poople. Opposed to these wero the Government off-
icials and "hangors=-on", the agents of thce jealous English bourgeoisic, who saw
that the Irish wore doveloping into dangerous industrial competitors, and that they
must be overthrown if their own commercial supremacy was to be maintained, Also,
against the progressive forces were arrayed the aristocratic boodlers, title=truck-
ors, end place-huntors, and these guileloss oxponents of the policy of la:.ssoz fo-
iro, the High Church olergy,

THE American Revolution gave considerable encouragoment to the progressive move=
ment, and many who hesitated before now boldly took their places, Of course, com=
promisir,_ug politicians came to the surface, like bubbles on a river, but tho great
moving forco, strong, vigorous, ond overwhelming, was the democracy., Industry do=-
veloped with great rapidity, and complaints were hoard from various parts of Eng-
land of the injury donc to Brltlsh trade, Some repressive neasures wereo passed by
the British Parliomont, and its Irish poodle in Colloge Groon failed to offor any
effoctive resistance, This caused a wave of popular indignation, The Voluntoors
paraded with cards hung on the mouths of their cannon bearing tho legend: —
"Frec Trado or else =", Tho rival Henrys =- Flood and Grattan == nearly smothor-
ed the nation with eloguence, BEven the morce intelligent scction of the landlords,
foresceing the material advantages likoly to accruc to thop became "patriotic",
and so Leogislative Indepcndonce was 7on,

" BUT how fared tho domocracy? They found their condition unimproved, Truo,thore
was a momentary prosperity for the shop=keeping class, but tho goncral body of the
people found themsclves in as bad, if not in a worse condition, under tho Indopond-
ent Legislature than they had becen undor the old réigime, Matters stood thus at tho
time of the formation of the Socicty of United Irishmon,

IN the meantime, however, a now clemont had o arisen, This was tho Or'mgo Socicty,
Tho cstablishment of this socicty was characteristic of the Irish recactionarios,
They recognisod that if the two great sections of the Irish domocracy unitod for
the attainmont of their ultimate aim, that is, cconomic froedom, it would soubd the
doath=knell of parasitism in. Ireland, Theoy obscrved with horror the Protestant
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Volunteers demanding equal political rights for their Catholic fellow-countrymen,
They know that the material interests of the Catholic pcasant and the Frotestont
artisan lay, and.would be sought, in the samec dircction, Hence "Divide and congquer! .
The flames of sectarian animosity wero raised in the minds of the unthinking, The
ghoulish monstor of religious bigotry was.unchained, Crucl deprcdations were pob—-
pctuated by the Orangemen on their unfortunate fellow=countrymen, partlcularly in
the County of [rmagh, where thousands of Catholic pcasants wore driven from their
homes, 4 Catholic i.ssceciation of cqual feroceity now wame into being, and decds of
storn_and blocdy vengeance were commnitted. So offcctual was the method employed by
the kn.d-glove scoundrels who brought this society into being 7ith the objeet of
keeping the workers disunited, that oven now, aftor the lapsc of one hundred and
twonty ycars, we arc frequently cntertained with the delectable spectaclce of under=
paid and poorly-fed workingmen ongaged in the idiotic occupation of battering cach
othor's heads for the glory of God and the honour of their respcctive rcligions,

HOWEVIER, oll the Protestants did not become Ormmgemen; and in crder to try and
unite all croeds in an cffort to improve the conditions of life in their common
country, a body of thc more advanced thinkers founded the Sccicty of United Irish-
ren, .t first, we are told, it was puroly a Reform Socisty, but doubtless catching
the spirit of '89 they bccane awarc that whon the State woxes servile, Revolution
is not zlonc dosirsble, but unavoidable, The founder and leading propagandist of
the society was Theobold Wolfe Tone, He is the first great Irish revolutionist,How
clecar ho was in determingng the means to reclisc his ideal (an Irish Republic) is
oxompln_flcd in ‘his writings, particularly in a ‘passago which has becen choson as the
maxim of the Socialist Party of Ircland, to wit: == "Qur Indcpendence rwust be had
at all hazards, If the men of property will not help us they must fall; we can su-
pport ourselves by that numerous and respoctable class == the men of no property."’
Lpart from his heroic self-sacrifice and courageous cfforts in the cause of polit-
ical froodon, this onc opinion, this clecar-cut rccognition of the groat truth that
the mon of *no”property, the expropriated workers, the cver-faoithful democracy who
have nothing to lose but their chains, arc the great motive power for progress,
proves Wolfe Tone %o have been not alene a petrict and a here, but a man who saw
beyond the ‘Cimmerian darknoss'of eonventional thought, and cntitles him to have his
memory cnshrined in the mndu of the militont proletariat,

@& thc threc great caugcs vhich lead to the Insurrection of 1798, thc most powor-
ful was the poverty of tho vast maojority of the people. The other’ tiro causcs were
the wrcetched servility of the so-called Irish Parlioment, and thg, sprcad of rovel-
utionary thought consequent on the groat Fronch Revolution, .5 2ll know, the Insur-
rection was drowned in blood, Foilure is generally locked upon with contompt, yect
in some’ cascs failurc oven is sublimo, To scck to pelliate or cxousc tio fa:.lure of
'98 would be nothing short of an insult to the momory of those who dicd "rightly
struggling to be frco."

THE ‘opening ycors of the: nincteonth century witnessed the Legislative Union be-
tweon Great Britain and Treoland, and the gallant but ill=-starrced attempt of Robert
Dmmet to accomplish what the United Irishmen had failed to achicve, With the open=
ing of the ninetcenth century, too,was witnessed the grouth ond dcvolnpr:cnt of ‘
thot powor, the rulec cf which wag to become more fiercely oppressive on thc masses
cf tho Irish peoplo thdan had over -bsen that of. forcign king.or hircling plundercrs,
narmely, Capitalism, The cld system of industrial predugtion had - undergone o conpl=-
ote ‘change; thc indopendent producer owning his o tools; working when he liked,
and toking holidays when he wished, was rapidly disappearing beforc the concontrot-




tion of capital and thc highly developed system of factory production, The vast
bulk of the people, hovever, were dependent on agriculturc, and the pcasant  —=—
always slow to move =- remained likc 2 mole in his potato patch.

’ IT has been showm that thoe Irish middle c¢lass had failed in their inrodiate

" . object == the capturc and operation of political power in their avn intorost =--
but they were not slow to perceive other sources of income, dere there not J udgo=-
ships, K,C,-ships, and thousands of woll-paid sineccures in the gift of the Govorn-
ment? Of course, as the law stood, no Catholic could hold any of these delightful
Jobe, and the first step on the road to the Mecca of respectability, beloved ~of
the bourgeois heart, was Catholic Emancipation, The support of tho clorgy was, of
course, certain; the democracy was to be used according to tho old familiar rule,
and o capable exponent of middle class aspirations was found in the person  of
Daniel O'Connell, Vast mecotings were held, and fulsome loyalty to the thronc and
perscns of British monarchs assewerated when occasion sorved, ..t this point let
us examine the causc which brought asbout this chango,.

HITHERTO the Catholic bourgeoisic had been disloyal: now they were protesting
loyalty with might and moin, Such am astonishing change of front at first sight
appears inexplicable, and yet = fow simple words explain it, It had toon found
that loyalty paid. '

BUT the demccracy was not loyal; they had to be cajoled, They wore overwhelnod
with an avalanche of sunburstry, flag wagging, and mind-befogging cratory, ond
finally hypnotised into the belief that they were taking part in o great national
and religious movement. The sordidness of the material basis of the agitation was
Sedulously hidden from them, and continually dinned into their minds were the
charagteristically lagycr=-like moxims -- "Liberty's not worth the shedding of a
s . “single drop of blood," "Everything will come right in the end," "You arc never so

©  strong as when you appear weak," and so on ad nausean, :

WELL,. Catholic Emancipation was accomplished by the grace of the British middlo
class, for with their usual astuteness they rccognised that by conciliating -their
erstvhile rivals they would be serving their om ends and saving thensclves trouble
in the future., The oxploiting classes of both nations werc now drawn closor togeth—-

\ er' than ever before, and the Catholic . Hierarchy were bound by stronger tics to
the British Government. But let us see how fared the peasant labourcr and the art-
isan,

THEN the shouting was over vhat proportion of the spoils remained for the rank
and file? Spoils, indeed; sure, couldn't they roturn to their potatces and skin~
med. milk, their mud cabins snd miscry. Hadn't they omancipated Catholic Londlords
to whom they could pay their rackrents, and emancipatced Catholic bailiffs  ond
policemen to eviet them if they didn't. If they were inclincd to be rcbellious
weren't Catholic judges to try them, Catholic hangron to execute them, and glery
of glories, Catholic coroners to prove to cveryone's satisfaction that thoir spin-
al .columns were properly dislocated, =- ond what more could the unroasonable scoun-
drels raquire, But cnough, There is no movement of this kind ongincered by the

B rospoctable classes which is not a mere red herring drawm beforc the proletoriat,
with the object of distracting his attention from the rcal issucs at s take,Nothing
proves this truth mare than the position of the worker at the closc of the struggle;
whether it is lust or won he is the greatest sufferor or the least gainer,
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ON the ensuing Repeal movement it is not neoecssary for us tc linger, The terrible
and unexampled famine of '45; '46, wnd '47 noi claims our attontion, If this fom-
inc had beoen tho result of ~n unfordseen and unavoidoble calamity there would Do
little to say with reforence to it, But khis was far from being the case, So far '
back as 1790 Dr, Drennan of Belfast had called attontion to the danger of the fail-
urc of the potabo crop, and up to the last doy of his life never ccased to donoun-
ce reliance on thke potato, or, as he styled it, "the loxy root." But his advice
passed unhceded; and the over-burdencd peasantry, owing to their poverty, were fo-
rced to continue to use it as their staple article of food, Yot oven in the darkest
ond most dismal of the famine years =- '47 -- sufficient food was produccd in the
country to foed more than the ontire population, ‘Theat ond barley, cattle and shoep
wero oxportcd just as if there was no onc dying of hunger in the land, Could there -

bo amore daming indictment of the atrccious system of privote cuncrship in the
mecans of production{

1D was-there no uvne to arocuse the people from their agonising lethorgy? Yes;
one brave man == Jamcs Fintan Lalor == in the "Irish Pclon" boldly sent forth the
messago that the land and 211 that came thercfrom iras the common heritage of all,
and advocated the great guiding principles of colloctivism os he understood thome
In explaining his principles and fornulating his policy, Lalor uircte:-- "Not to
repcal the Union then, but the econquest == not to disturb or dismontle the IEmpire,
but to abolish it forever -- not to fall back on '82, but to act up to '48 -~ not
to rosume or restore an: old constituticn, but found o new nation and raisc up a
freo people, and strong as woll as froo, and secure as well as strong, based on a
easantry rooted like rocks in tho soil of the land =-- this is 1y dbjecct as I hope-
it is yours; and this, you nay be assured, is the easicr as it is the noblor ond
mere pressing ontorprisce” ..e "The principle I state, and rean to stand upon, is
this, that the cntire cuncrship of Ireland morsl and natericl, up to the sun and
down tc the contre, is.vested of right in the people of Ir_elo.nd; thot they ond none
but they are the londowners and law=-mokors of this island. In cther if nct plainer
words, I hold and maintain that the entire s0il of a country belongs of right to
the entire people of that country and is the rightful property not of any ono. class,
but df the nation at larpe.e... The rights of property moy be pleaded, no onc has
a higher respect for thc rcal rights of property than I have; but I do not class
criong thom the robbors! right, by which the londs of this country arce now held in
fce from the British Crown, I acknowledge no right of property in a snall class
which gees to abrogatc the richts of a numerous people,"

IN vain] The paper was suppressed, o~nd he imprisoncd, Tho light of rcason failed
to ponetrate to minds d.rkencd by cant, In vain the gallant iiitchell strove to
rousa his countrymen to cction, In vain the bright b:md of Young Irelandors brav-
cd the gibbet, thc dungeon, or the horrors of the chain-gong, Fcrty yeors of O'Con-
nellism had accomplished its manhodd-killing mission, On his fireless heabth the
broken-spirited, famine-stricken slave dropped his head snd dieds The famine passod
oand loft a country strewn with corpses, Two millions of the Irish democracy lay
doad, Had these two millions the cournge to demend their own, thoy could at least
have died like mon instead of crewling like unspirited worms to their famine graves,

THE 'grca.t cxodus followed, =nd the world has since witnessed the saddoning spect=
aclec of o pecople flylng from o fair and bountiful country to the grize and smoke
of the ;actory—holls of Englaond ond morica, Irish "Patriot" leaders became Brit-
ish Imporialist Politicians, The land left vacant by the cexilcs and the dead was
turncd into grozing ranchos, The rcermant of the Irish democracy are being steadily
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forced into the towns and cities, thero to add to the pressure on tho alroady
overstocked labour markct, Save thc one brief flash of the old revolutionary
spirit in '65, thore has not beon any offort to broak tle chain, Tho socialistic
poetry of John Boyle O'Reilly and J,F,0'Donnell show us that there woro ren in the
Fenian movement who clearly saw that it was through the proletariat alone, by the
efforss and sacrifices of those who hawve nothing to lose but their chains,that the
revolution could be brought to a sucessful issue,

THE great land agitatiom, coupled with the demand for Home Rule, is the next ov—-
ont of importance, By means of the land agitation the farmers, aided by the power
of the workers, industrial and agricultural, won many concessiocns fron tho landlord,
or aristocratic class, But here again middle class idiosyncracy has monifosted it-
self, for in many parts of the country the capitalistic farmers bittorly opposc the
claims of the labourers for better conditions, thus ogain démonstrating that tho
workers are only used as catspaws in the interest of the "bottor class," ;

THE Home Rule movement has always been of a middle class character, and, save at
celection times, its leading lights. have never cxpressed anything but contempt for
the aspirations of the workcrs, But this movement has not practically spent its
force, and many of its members and adherents are as conservativo as the Consorvat-
ives themselves, There are of course other agencies at work, such as the offorts
of the Gaelic League to popularise our native language and customs, Commondsble as
theso efforts are, would it not bo advisable to look a little docper into the ccon-
omic condition of the workers,

THREE-FIFTHS of the Irish people are engaged in a struggle for cxistenco so kecn
and bitter that it demonds 21l their energies and facultics to enable thom to oxist,
and they have neither time nor opportunity to study. It will be held, of coursc,
that -the study of the language will render those who engage in it moro thoughtful
and cnlighteneds It may be so, Yot cven those nations which hawe preserved their
own languages have not escaped the obscenities of the low music-=hall, or tho con=-
tamination of the sensational and rubbishy alleged literature, which is dovourod
by so many of our countrymen and women. Overworked and illpaid wago=-slaves cravo
for unnatural and irrational amusement because their conditions of life arc un-
‘natural and irrational, This fact brings us back to oconomic basis, With freco ace
cess to the tools roquisite for the production of the necessaries of life, mnons
vhole moral, political, and intollectual status will chango, as has happoned cven
with the change in tools themselves as witnessed by tho transformation produced
in-the entire social fabric by the vast dovelopment of mechinery duce to the dise—
covery of steam-power, ctc.

ANOTHER phase of the present Irish movement is the industrial rovival, By nany
earnest peoplec it is held that if a grand capitalistic development took place in
Ircland we would stem the tide of emigration, produce all we requiro for horp con-
supption, protect ourselves against farcign compe tition, have employment for all,
and become economically free; and various measures are advocatod to assist in
bringing about this developmont, with the result that much timo is wasted ond no
real good accrues to the great body of the people, for the entirc thing is a fallacy,

"LET us supposc a highor state of capitalistic development horo in Ireland, That

would be the first result? . great iflux of English, Scotch, Gormans, and othors,
.But it will be asked, why should this be so, Well, capitalism Presupposcs wWago-

" lebour, Woge-labour npans labour-powor purchased to be used in tle production of
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cormoditicss This labour-power itsclf is a comnodity, and like cother cormeditics |
its price is regulated by the law of supply =nd demond, Conscquently, wherever cap—
italists require lebour-power their wages will run high so long as there :is o bare
sufficiency of lsbour-parer on the merket, But .the high wages attract workers frem
all parts, ond very cofton workers whosc stondard of existenco is lower than the
natives, The labour market becomes glutted, and uncnployrent rosultss The industrial |

competition forces the copitalist %o cxploit his workers to the utnmost, =nd the class
struggle is intensificd.

70 illustrate this still further let us examine tho pesition of the wage=-caorner
with regard to what he calls his native. land, Toll, under capitalism the iage-car=
ner has no country, Irish, English, Germoans, B chemions, Scandinavians,Canadions,
Japanese, ctc., throng to the Unitod States in the hore of obtaining better .con-
ditions than exist in the countries of their nativity. Russians, Hungorians,Poles,
~nd others rush to Germany, Francc, ote., 211 propelled by the samo great force.
.. short time ago it was comparatively rarc to meet - workingman who hod been in
"foreign parts"; now you mect such con all sides, To put an cnd to this scnsoless
rushing about from country to country, ond the consequent misory and sorrcw it
causes to women ond children, is the of the objects of Sceialism, To produce =11
we require for hoie consumpticn ond to cezse ot that ~nd oavéid over-product icn
is impossible under capitalistic conditions. The gencsis of coapitalisnm is pro-
duction.for profit =- the very opposd te of production for use, S0 here wo have o
contradiction, Does the capitnlist employ labour ond carry on his busincss for the
purpose of doing o service to monkind? By no means;.his object is to produce
commodities as cheaply as possible. cnd scll them at as high 2o price as possible.

. Were it otherwise with him he would soon f£ind himsclf in the Bankruptcy Court,
.gain, we producc plonty.of beef and mutton in Ireland nnd export it. Yot the vast
majority of the working class have to content themsclves with Arcricon Bocon.
Thy? Because the capitalists, who control the cattle trade bring thair cottle to
the places where they will procure the highest profit. To conplete the picture,,
the Chicago pork-merchant, by the greater power his wenlth gives him,.con pay
freightage and be cohtent with n smoll profit on his ~lleged pig when he sells

it here, although o1l the time there will bo people in Chicago starving.

THE contradictions ond onomalies of the cnpitalist systonm are cndless, ond those
vho wish to give it a ney leasc of life certninly do not undorstznd its rool char-
scter, which is that éf planless production and snarchical -conpetiticne So we say
to the industrinl revivalist: =- If what you arc ofter is peacc ~nd plenty fer ~11,
if what you wont is production for use, work with us for the Sceinlist Ropublice
Earth, air, and water tecm with innumersble treasurcs which.can te utilised for 211,

‘ Every invontion, cvery discovery in scicnece, brings Sceialism nenrcr. Do you want
incentive to efforty .re you truly patriotic? If so, work with us to save the rocce

_“WE have tried to traco through history the rise of the nicdorn Irish proletariat.
TThere forrerly thero werc various rcasons, sentirental, politicel, cr rcligicus,
+hich bound scctions of thc masses to their masters,: thore is noi nonoeCapitalisn
.- has drawn the hard and fast line of ddmarcation, Svery tie has beon broken, .On
onc side stand tho masters, on the other the irage-slaves, There is no ncre cormun-=
ity of interest betweon them thar there is between the footpnd and his victir,
_One lives on thc produce ‘stolen from the other. The workers os thoy graduclly te=
come class-conscious recognisce this and demond tho full product of their toil, but
‘this demand.is puerilc unlcss expresscd by mecans of o vigorous revoluticnary org=
anisation, : |2 = .




TO supply this need the Irish Sccinlist Porty has come inte being, There can be
no resting, no peace, until the gool is wons Into the party thore must onter neith-
or fraud nor carpetbogm r, It shall be the union of the thinker and the :rorker.
i1l over the world, wherever a brave hoart boats for frecdon, or o strong train
grows warm in its hatred of oppression, thore is a Sccialist thought guiding,checer=-
ing, and animating the poor, the weak, and the oppressed to the heritcge of  the
proletariat =- The Sccialist Republic,-7ill.the Irish worker nlonc stand ncrveless
and apathetic while his brothers in every cline arc shoking the carth ::ith their
myriad foet. 7hile the pacan of triumphont gladness is moving the rcevoluticnary
working class to the accomplishrmont of the grcatest conquest cver attempted, shall
his_ olone be the coward's wail? No! a thousand times nol tho race has cndurcd so
much and is still young and virile nust not, cannot sink into the cblivion cf
those who were not fit to witness the glorious sunlight of perfoct freedory

IET tho Ifish workers remember the sad fate of the forefathers who were strick-
en in the famine years, Let them hcarken to the rovolutionary toaching while they
are yet an offective force, Lvery day sccs some of their fellows struck down by
cccidents due to the lack of ordinary preccutions, or by prenature deccay brought
on by unhealthy conditions of toil, These fallen workers arc as surely struck
domn by capitalist greed as cver wos a soldier on the battlc-ficld, Let us rosol-
Ve cach and 211 to do men's parts in bringing cbout the overthrow of tho existing
social slavery, No tinkering, no one-thing=at-a=-time style will do. 7c =rc undor
no delusion as to the value of palliatives so-called., e know that overy ccncess-
ion won from the copitalist class, no matter how beautiful it nay be theoretically,
is in practicc only a shadow of what it ought to be, Por, so long ~s the capital=-
ist class hold tho political power, so long will they, by the cxcorcisc of their
administrative power, be able to nullify vhateWer socd cifocts such palliatives,
concessions, or reforms misht have, Henco the whole farce of the workers rust
be concentrated for the capture of political powor,

THE Sccialist movement supplics the cducation requisite for hin vho would be
free, Read the literature, Join the Socinlist phalanx, You cannot be fooled, caj-
oled, or mislead by scheming politicians, but strong in the Justice of your causc,
and invineible in the impregnebility of your position, you will become o force
making for the overthrow of the last stronghold of tyranny and the bringing cbout
of the frec society of the future,

speed the day
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