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It is our intention to republish a series of
pamphlets and booklets which, in our opinion,
are of historica! value to the study of the
development of the Socialist Movement in
Ireland.

All publications will be unabridged, and
we would like to stress that in publishing
them we do not necessarily agree with all the
sentiments expressed.

We welcome suggestions from readers on
works to be included in the series, and should
anyone possess a pamphlet which they deem
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Marx, Engels and Lenin on the

Irish Revolution

CHAPTER 1
MARX, ENGELS AND LENIN AS INTERPRETERS OF IRISH HISTORY

For seven hundred years Ireland has been engaged in a ceaseless
and heroic struggle for national liberty, a struggle which is still
unfinished, which is now perhaps only just entering into its last and
most glorious phase, that of struggle for a free and independent
Irish Workers’ and Farmers’ Rq;u% ic. Inevitably Ireland’s struggle
has been connected with that of other peoples and classes during this
long period of history. Ireland has given many great revolutionary
figures to the liberation movement of the world, Wolfe Tone, Robert
Emmett, Finton Lalor, James Stephens, Michael Davitt, James
Connolly and Liam Mellowes, to name only some of the best and
reatest. But Ireland in her turn has also received help and attention
E’om the leaders of the world revolution, particularly from the leaders
of the most revolutionary class, the working class, the class whose
historical task is the destruction of all classes and the remaking of
the world on a classless basis.

The leaders of the world proletariat in the revolutionary struggles
of the 1gth century, Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, the leader of
the world proletariat in the 20th century, the epoch of imperialism,
Lenin, were not only deeply interested in Irish history and Ireland’s
fight against English oppression, but they gave very practical help to
the Irish revolution. They did so because they considered the I};ish
revolution not merely the concern of the Irish people themselves, but
because they knew that its success would have immense consequences
for the world revolution, for the liberation of all oppressed peoples
and classes.

At the present time when Ireland is once more engaging in a life
and death struggle with British imperialism, when the success of that
struggle depends upon the ability of the Irish working class to win
the lead in the revolutionary movement and create its own revolu-
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