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TRANSLATOR™S INTRODUCTION

This is the first publication in English of the HISTORY OF IRELAND
by Engels. A Russian translation has been available for about 20
years. The original German version, from which this translation is
made, was published in 1962 in the WORKS OF MARX AND ENGELS, Volume
16. The editor of the German edition gives the following note on
the History:

"The uncompleted HISTORY OF IRELAND is part of a larger histori-
cal work on this subject planned by Engels, and on which he wor-
ked in the last months of 1869 and the first half of 1870.

Engels wished, by using Ireland's history as an example, to un-
mask the system and methods of English colonial rule, and to exp-—
ose its serious effects on the historical fate of both the oppr-~
essed and oppressor nations. Apart from this, he wanted to under
-take a criticism in it of the English bourgeois historians,
national-economists, and geographers, who falsified Irish history
and reality in a chauvinistic SH1riE.

"Engels had the idea of writing a book on Irish history in the
summer of 1869. In September of 1869 he undertook a journey
through Ireland in order to become better acquainted with the
country. For his planned book Engels studied a large amount of
literature and numerous historical sources, including the works
of ancient and mediaeval authors, annals, old collections of laws,
folklore and literature, descriptions of Journeys, and numerous
writings on history, archeology, economy, geography etc. The
bibliography on Irish history which Engels made contains over 150
titles. Most of the extracts he made at this time in preparation
for his book are contained in 15 notebooks, not including the
notes and fragments on loose pPages or newspaper cuttings. Engels
had to learn the ancient Irish language to study the Irish sour-
ces, and he himself translated extracts from the IrTish annals and
old Scandinavian Sagas into German. Marx supported Engels throu-
ghout his studies for the history, and placed great significance
on the projected work. Marx and Engels formulated opinions on
the most important problems of Irish history in the course of
discussions between them.

“In May 1870 he began to arrange the collected materials. The
following work-plan, written by him for this purpose, has survi-
ved:
1. Natural destiny (Naturbestimmungen)
2. Ancient Ireland
3. English Conquest
1. The first invasion
2. Pale and Irishry
_ 3. Subjugation and expropriation
4. English Rule
1. The Penal Laws 1691-1780




2. Rising and Union, 1780-1801.
3. Ireland in the United Kingdom
a) The time of the small peasants. 1801-1846.

}
b) The time of the extermination. 1846-1870.

"Engels found time to write only the first chapter, "Natural Des-
Gy The second chapter, "Ancient Ireland", remained uncomple-
ted and Engels cound not begin with the writing of the last two
chapters, although he had collected most of the material for the
whole book. Engels was forced to break off the work by the im-
portant political events of July 1870. The Franco-Prussian War,
the Paris Commune, the fight agsinst the Bakuninists, extensive
practical work in the International, - all these prevented Engels
from completing his work. He mede full use of his scientific re-
searches in his theoretical and practical work. Engels relied to
a considerable extent on a series of scientific inferences, which
he reached during his research into the order of Celtic Ancient
Ireland, when writing the corresponding sections of his book, THE
ORIGIN OF THE FAMILY, PRIVATE PROPERTY AND THE STATE (1884)."

ENGELS® TOURS OF IRELAND

Engels made two tours of Ireland, in 1856 and 1869. On his first
tour he was accompanied by Mary Burns, an Irishwoman from a Fenian
family whom he married in 1845. (When she died in 1863 he married
her sister, Lizzy). He gives the following account of his first
tour in a letter to Marx:

Manchester,
23rd May 1856.
"Dear Marx,

In our tour cf Ireland we went from Dublin to Galway, on
the west coast, then twenty miles inland, then to Limerick, down
the Shannon to Tarbert, Tralee and Killarney and back to Dublin.

In all, about 450-500 English miles through the country, so we've
seen about twe-thirds of the whole country. With the exception
of Dublin - which is to London what Dusseldorf is to Berlin, and
whose character is completely that of & small one-time capital,

and which is entirely English-built - the country, and especially
the towns, make one feel as if one were in the south of France or
Northern Italy. Gendarmes, priests, lawyers, bureaucrats, squires
in pleasing profusion, and a total absence of any and every indus-
try, so that it would be hard to understand what these parasitic
growths live on if the misery of the peasants didn't supply the
other half of the picture. Strong measures are evident throughout
the length and breadth of the country and the government meddles in
everything: there is no trace of so-called self-government. Ire-
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—-land can be regarded as the first English colony, and as one which
because of 1ts proximity is still ruled directly in the old way.

Here it can be clearly seen that the so-called liberty of the English
citizens 1is based on the oppression of the colonies. In no other
country have 1 seen so many gendarmes, and the Schnapps-expression
(drink-sodden expression - A.C.) of the Prussian gendarme is devel-
oped to the highest perfecticn here among the constabulary, who are
armed with carbines, bayonets and handcuffs.

Characteristic of the country are its ruins, the oldest dating from
the fifth and sixth centuries, the latest from the nineteenth, and
covering the whole intsrvening period. The oldest are all churches;
after 1100 churches and castless and, after 1800, peasants' houses.
The Hbola of the West, and the n21g“buuTr ood of Galway in particular,

is covered with these ruined peasant houses, most of which have only
be-n abandoned since 1846, I nesver thought a famine could have such
a tangible reality. Whole villages are devastated, and in between

them are the splendid parks of the smaller landlords (mostly lawyers),
almost the only people still living there. Famine, emigration and

] a have brecught this akout. There are not even
The land is an utter d

sert which nobody

own sountry, is now bblﬂg realised.
The Irishman knows he can't moete with the Lngllahman who comes
with every advantage. Emigratlon will go on until the almost
exclusively Celtic character of the people has gone to the devil.
How often have the Irish made the attempt to come to something,
only to be crushed politically and industrially again and again.
They have been artificially forced by consistent oppression to be-
come a lumpenised nationg and now it 1s notoricus that they fulfil
the function of providing England, America, Australia, etc. with
casual labourers, prostitutes, pimps, thieves, swindlers, beggars

and other lumpen. This lumpen characteristic is found in the aris-
tocracy as well. The estate owners, who everywhere else have taken
on bourgeois qualities, have become lumpenised here. Their country
seats are surrounded by enormous, wonderfully beautiful parks, but

all around them is desert. Where the money comes from is not easy

to see. These fellows ought to be shot dead. Of mixed blood, most-
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ly tall, strong, handsome fellows, they all wear enormous mousta-—
ches under colossal Roman noses, give themselves the sham military
airs of retired colonels, travel around the country after all sorts
of pleasures, and, if one mekes an enquiry, they haven't a penny,
are leden with debts, and live in dread of the Encumbered Estates
GOl & ot

Engels toured Ireland a second time in 1869. He again gives an
account of this tour in letters to Marx:

"27th September, 1869.

I...have just discovered the whole secret of why Ireland is so
"over-populated" from "Realities of Irish Life" by Trench. This
man of integrity proves, with examples, that, on an average, the
Irish peasants cultivate the land so intensely that an outlay of
£10-15 per acre, which pays itself off completely in 1-4 years,
causes the value of the leasehold to rise from 1 shilling to 20
shillings, and from 4 shillings to 25-3C shillings per acre. The
increased value goes into the landlord's pocket.....

Ireland’'s trade has expanded enormously in the last fourteen years.
Dublin harbour was beyond recognition. I heard a great deal of
Italian, and of Serbian, French and Danish spoken on the quay at
Queenstown. There are indeed a good many 'Italians' in Corks as
the comedy goes. The country itself looks absolutely depopulated,
and the thought immediately occurs that there are too few people here.
The state of war strikes one everywhere. Bands of the Royal Irish
Constabulary are to be seen everywhere with cutlasses, and sometimes
revolvers, at their sides and their police truncheons held openly in
their hands. In Dublin & battery of field artillery drove right
through the middle of the city, something I've never seen in England.
There are soldiers everywhere, everywhere.

The worst thing about the Irish is that they become corruptible as
soon as they stop being peasants and become bourgeois. Admittedly
this is the case with all peasant nations. But it 1s especizlly
bad in Ireland. For this reason the press is shockingly lousy..."

*

THE WRITING OF THE HISTORY

Engels began work on the "History of Ireland" when he returned from his
second tour of Ireland towards the end of 1869. The following are ex-—
tracts from letters he wrote to karx while working on the History:



hows how

nation.

"17th November, 1869.
...Prendergast’'s "Cromwellian Settlement" is out of print. You will
therefore do me a great favour if you order it second-hand at once.
Butt's "Irish People" : none in London. Other Irish pamphlets, e.g.
those by Lerds Rosse and Lifford: cannot find. These are the answers
my book dealer got from his London commission agent. He zalso told me
that in general English book dealers can't mess around with getting
things published in Ireland as it wasn't customary to have a commission
agent in Dublin, but only in London. I'1l write direct to Duffy.

I've found some very useful stuff on Ireland, Wolfe Tone's Memoirs, etc,
but only in the catalogue. As soon as I ask for these things in the
library they, like Wakefield, are not to be found. Some old fellow
must have had the whole lot out together and returned them en masse,

so the whele pile is hidden away somewhere. At all events the things
must be found.

The wise bourgeois thinker is Goldwin Smith, "On Irish History and
Irish Character". Ireland was destined to be a grazing land - so
Leonce Lavergne, the prophet, has it - ergo pareat (therefore let
perish) the Irish people!l...."

"29th November, 1869,

-..Last week I waded through the tract written by old Sir John Davies
(Attorney-General for Irsland under James)... It emerges clearly
from these that common property in land still existed in the year
Q. This fact was brought forward by Mr. Davies, in the pleas re-
ng the confiscation of forfeited lands in Ulster, as a proof that
and di belong to individual owners (peasants), and therefore
ged e 10 had forfeited it, or from the beginning
e crown. I have never read anything finer than th Redivisiens

1is.
place every two or three years. In ancther pamphlet he gives an
exact description of the income etc. of a Clan chief. I have never
seen these things quoted and if you can use them I'll send them to you
in detail. I've also caught out Monsieur Goldwin Smith very nicely,
for this gentleman has never read Davies and therefore puts up the most
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absurd assertions in extenuation of the English. But I'll get the
fellow..."

"16th December, 1869.

...That damned Giraldus Cambrensis keeps flickering in front of me
like & will-o-the-wisp. I must find him because he is the first
authentic source on the condition of Ireland when the English arri-
ved... At least hunting for sources is quite different from what
hunting for customers at the cursed Exchange was..." (For 20 years
Engels was an industrialist in Manchester. Shortly before this he
retired from business to give his whole time to developing the ideas
of Marxism and doing work in the First International - A.C.)

*

"19th January, 1870.

...For better or worse the ancient Irish laws are about to be publi-
shed, so 1'll have to wade through these too. The more I go into
it the clearer it becomes to me that the English invasicn cheated
Ireland of her whole development, and threw her back hundreds of
years. And it started in the 12th century. And it must not be
forgotten that the Danish invasions and plundering over 300 years
had already considerably retarded the country; but these, of cour-
se, had stopped 100 years before.

In recent years Irish research has been governed by a more critical
spirit, especially Petrie's antiquarian things. Petrie has mede it
necessary for me to read a little Celtic-Irish (with a translation
beside it, naturally). It doesn't seem all that difficult, but I'm
not golng into it any deepers I have enough philological rubbish
in my head..."

"29th March, 1870.

...I'm now rummaging about in the anclent Celtic laws, which are 3
tough mouthful to chew. Firstly, the text isn't very clear because
it assumes a knowledge of ancient Irish rights which doesn't exist
any more. 2. It is badly defaced. 3. The translation is very bad,
and is even definitely wrong in places; vyet this much is clear, that
the agricultural relationships were not quite so simple as the worthy
Davies - who had an interest in doing so - represented them. But
the laws, as far as they've been published, give only the intricate,
not the simple side. Moreover, I'm not finished with the business
yet. I'm forced to look into the Celtic text from time to time, and
since I haven't a Celtic grammar I don't get on very fast. This much
is clear to me, that the publishers, with all their knowledge of Cel-
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tic, understand the content no better than I do .."

*

"8th May, 1870.

...The best part of the ancient Irish law was that on the family.
Those must have been dissolute times. Polygamy was at least
tolerated, and the concubines were also divided into 6 or 7 classes,
one of which the IMRIS, "whom he (the man) has with the consent of
her hushand". Decisions on the disposition of property were also
highly naive. If both have the same amount then the man and
(first or chief) wife dispose of it together. If the man has ev-
erything and the wife has nothing, the husband controls. If the
wife has everything and the husband nothing "the wife plays the
part of the husband and the husband the part of the wife". Yet
infinitely more civilised than the present English laws... Do you
know of an Irish grammar, or can one be had second hand? I would
be horribly vexed to have quoted a Celtic word wrong - perhaps in
the genitive or nominative plural instead of nominative singular.”

*

"15th May, 1870.

...The continual reading of Irish books, i.e., with an English
translation beside them, was unbearable without at least a quite
superficial knowledge of the tone and inflection-laws of the lan-
guage. I have discovered an atrocious Irish grammar of the year
I7736... The only good grammar is by Dr. John O'Donovan, ... the
best Irish expert of the century..."

*

PUBLICATION OF THE HISTORY

Part of the first chapter of the History, translated into English from
a Russian translation, was published by the Connolly Association in the
"Irish Democrat" in seven instalments between 1950 and 1953. The in-
stalments appeared in the issues for November and December 19505 Aug-
ust, September and December 19513 and January and June 1952. The
following Preface appeared with the first part in November 1950:

"The History of Ireland which Engels began but never completed was
never quite published in either Britain or Ireland, though numerous
quotations from it have appeared in other works. The Irish Demo-
crat intends to publish the entire material available. It should,
however, be noted that the text given below is strictly copyright.
It is.a .double translation, having been taken from English and Ger-
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man into Russian, and re-translated into English from the Russian

by Desmond Greaves. It is hoped to subsequently republish the whol
in book form, by which time it is hoped the original text may be
availakble."

Hiatc;y had bsen pub-
though the German
promisad publication

nce the o

a faw | ! J1
ote could not be found. Some adaptations of

au f

the notes in the German edition, and cthers have been added by the
translator. he bibliography and the Index of names are taken from
the German edition, and have been slightly extended.

ANGELA CLIFFORD



At the north-western corner of Europe lies the land whose history
will occuppy us, an island of 1,530 German or 32,900 English square
miles. But another island, three times as large, lies obliquely
interposed between lIreland and the rest of Europe. For the sake of
brevity we usually call this island England; she blocks Ireland of
completely from Europe towards the north, east and scuth-east, and

allows a free view only in the direction of Spain, Western France and
America.

The channel between the two islands, 50-70 English miles wide at the
narrowest points in the South, 13 miles wide at one point in the
North and 22 miles wide at another, allowed the Irish Scots to emigr-
ate from a point in the North to the neighbouring island and to found
the Scottish Kiﬁgdom even before the fifth century. In the South it
was toc wide for Irish and Br;+1sh boats and a sericus obstacle sven
for the flat-bottomed ccastal vessels of the Romans.

ndinavians, were able to ventiure beyond the sight of land on
seas in thelr keeled vessels, this channel was a obstacle no longer;
Ireland fell a victim to the raidi

and presented an easy bootly for t

But once the Friesans, the Angles and Saxons, and after them the Sca-
the
1

ng expeditions of the Scandinavians,
nglish. As soon as the Normans

E
had built up a powerful, unified government in England, the influence
of the larger island made itself felt - and in those times this meant
a war of conguest.*
If during the war England gained control of the sea, then this precl-
uded the possibility of successful foreign intervention. Finally, 1if
the larger island became unified into cne state, it must then strive

to assimilate Ireland completely. If this attempt at assimilation
succeeds the whole course of Irish history must be affected by it.

See Note 1 on page 27.
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Once the sssimilation tskes plasce, though it mzy be condemned, it can
riever be reversed. But if after 700 years of fighting this sssimils-
tion has not succeededs; if instead each new wave of invaders flood—
ing Ireland is assihilated by the Irish; 1if, even todsy, the Irish
are as far from being West Britons, as they say, as the Poles are
from being West Russians after only 100 years of oppression; if the
fighting is not yet over and there is no prospect that it can be end-
ed in any other way than by exterminating the oppressed race - then,
all the geographical pretexts in the world are not enough to prove
that it 1s England's destiny to conguer Ireland.

To understand the nature of the soil and mineral resources of present
—-day Ireland we have to return to the distant epoch when the so-
called carboniferous mountains were ladid down.#*

The centre of Ireland, to the north and south of a line from Dublin
to Galway, forms a wide plein rising toc 100-300 feet above sea-level.
This plain, the foundation so to say of the whole of Ireland, con-
sists of theé massive bed of limestone (carboniferous limestone),
which forms the middle layer of carboniferous mcuntains. It is on
beds like these that the coal-measures of England and other places
rest.

Towards the South and North, this plain is encircled by a meuntain
chain which extends along the coast, and consists almost entirely of
older mountain-formations which have broken through the limestone.
These older mountain-formations contain granite, mica-slate, Lower—
Silurian, Upper-Silurian, Devonian, together with argillacecus slate
and sandstone, rich in copper and lead, found in the lowest layer of
the carboniferous mountains; apart from this they contain a little
gold, silver, tin, zinc, iron, cobalt, antimony and manganese.

The limestone itself rises to mountzins only in a few places: it
reaches 600 feet in the centre of the plain, in Queen's County, and &
little over 1000 feet in the West, on the southern shore of Galway
Bay (Burren Hills).

t several points in the southern half of the limestone plain there
are to be found ilsolated coal-bearing mountain-ridges of considerable
extent and from 700-1000 feet above sea— level. These rise from dep-
ressions in the limestone plain as plateaus with steep escarpments.

"The Escarpments in these widely separated tracts of Coal-measures

* Unless otherwise stated, all the geolcgical data given here is

from J. Beete Jukes, "The Student's Manual of Geology". New edition.
Ediburgh 1862. Jukes was the local superior during the geological
survey of Ireland and therefore the prime authority on this territory
which he treats in specisl detaill.
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are so similar, and the beds compesing them so precisely alike, that
-it is impossible to suppose otherwise than that they originally
formed continuous sheets of reck, although they are now separated
by 60 or 80 miles... This belief is strongly confirmed by the fact,
that there are often, between the larger areas, severzl little out-
lving patches in which the Coal-measures are found capping the sum-
mits of small hills {45 &t B in figure 75),* and that wherever the
undulation of the limestone is such as to bring its upper beds down
beneath the level of the present surface of the ground, we invari-
ably find scme of the lower beds of the Cocal-measures coming in ups
on them." “(Jukes, page 285)

Other circumstances, which are too detailed for us here and which can
be found in Jukes, pages 286-289, contribute to the certainty that
the whole Irish central plain arcse through denudation, as Jukes says,
so that the lower laver of limestone was exposed after the carbonife-
rous mountains and the higher limestone deposits - a transverse thi-
ckness of at least 2,000-3,000 and possibly 5,000-6,000 feet of stone
- had been washed away. Jukes even found another small coal-cliff on
the highest ridge of the Burren Hills, which are pure limestone and
1,000 feet high (page 513).

Several notewerthy areas containing coal-measures have survived in
Ireland; But. of these only a few contain enough coal to justify
mining. Moreover the coal itself is anthracite, that is, it contains
little hydrogen, and cannot be used for all industrial purposes with-
out some addition.

There are also several small coal-fields in northern Ireland in which
the coal is bituminous, that is, ordinary coal rich in hydrogen.
These deposits did not originate in exactly the same way as those in
the South. But a similar washing away process did occur even here.
This is shown by the fact that fragments of coal, as well as sand-
stone and blue clay originating near it, are to be found to the south
-east of a coal-field on the surface of limestone valleys near Beltu-
rbet and Mohill. 1In several cases large pieces of coal have been
discovered by well-sinkers; and in some cases the quantity of coal
was so considerable that it was thought that deeper shafts must lead
tc a coal-bed. (Kane, "Industrial Resources of Ireland", 2nd edition
Dublin, 1845, page 268)

It is obvious that Ireland's misfortune is of ancient originy it be-
ging directly after the carboniferous strata were depdsited. A coun-

*This figure is taken from Jukes, page 286::

 coaL
LIMESTONE
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try whose coal deposits are eroded placed near a country rich in cosl
is cendemned by nature to be the farming country for the larger coun-
try when it is industrislised. That sentence, pronounced millions of
years ago, was fulfilled in this century. We will see later moreover
how the English sssisted nature by crushing slmost every seed of
Irish industry as soon gs it zppeared.

s

Primery (or Pslaseozic), Secondsry (Mesozoic), snd Tertizry (Cainozoic)
minerzl lasyers occur mainly in the North-East; what interests us most
smongst these are the beds of red marl in the vicinity of Belfsst,
which contein slmost pure rock-sslt to s thickness of 200 feet, (Jukes,
page 554}, and the chzlk overlsid with & layer of bassalt, which covers
the whole of County Antrim. Generally spesking, there are now impor-
tant geologicel developments in Irelsnd between the end of the carbon-
iferous era and the Ice Age.

It is known that after the Tertiary Epoch there was an ersz in which
the low-lying laznds cf the medium latitudes of Europe were submerged
by the ses, snd in which such a low temparsture prevailed in Europe.
that the valleys between the island-mountsintops were filled with
glaciers, which extended down to the coast. Icebergs used to separate
themselves from these glaciers and carry rocks, of all shapes and
sizes which had been detached from the mountains, out to sea. When
the ice melted the rocks and other debris was deposited - a process

still daily occurring on coasts of the polar regions.

During the ice age all of Ireland except the mountain tops was submer-
ged by the ses. The degree of submergence was not the same everywhere,
but an average of 1,000 feet can be accepted; the granite mountain
chains south of Dublin must have been submerged by over 1,200 feet.

If Irelsnd had been submerged by only 500 feet, only the mountain
chains would have remzined exposed. These would then form twoe semi-
circuler groups of islands sround a2 wide strait between Dublin and Gal-
way. A still grester submergence would meke these islands smaller and
decrease their number, until, st a submergence of 2,000 feet, only the
most extreme tips would project from the water.*

During the period of submergence, the limestone plzins and mountain
slopes must gradually have been swept clean of much of the older stecne
covering them; subsequently there followed the depositing of the drift
pecullar to the ice-age on to the whole of the area covered by water.
Pieces of rock weathered from the mountain-islands and fine fragments
of rock which fell from glaciers as they pushed their way slowly and
powerfully through the valleys which were being eroded by this movement

*lreland hes sn area of 32,509 English square miles. 13,243 square
miles are 0-250 feet above sea level; 11,797 are 251-500 feet above
sea level; 5,798 are 501-1C000 feet above sea level; 1,589 are 1001-
2000 feet asbove sea level; 82 square miles are over 2001 feet above
sea level.
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- garth, sand; gravel, stones, rocks, worn smooth within the ice but
sharp—-edged above 1t - all this was cerried out to sea, by icebergs
vhich were detaching themselves from the shore, end deposted there.

W -

The beds'formed in this way vary according te cirg Pqtanrps anad con—
tain: loam (originating from argillacecus slate}. sand riqwnat ng
from quartz and granite), calcar2ous gravel (derived frc cslcareous
mount 3134}3 marl (where finely-crumbled limestone mixes with loam).
or a mixture of 21l these components. They always centain & mass of
stone of alil sizes,; somethimes rounded sometimes sharp ranging up to
colossal erratic bould frelend then in the

ers, which are commoner in Izxe
North German Flain or between the Alps and the Jurs.

During the subsequent re-emergence of the land from the sea, it wes
givan roughly its present surfsce. In Ireland,little washing away

g s to have taken place then; veérying thicknesses of drift cover
y all the plains, extend into nearliy all the valleys, and are
found high up on the mountazin slopes.®

N

3Ty
s

most freguently occuring stone in it, and for this
stratum is upsually called limestone grsvel here.
limestone are also extensively strewn cver all the
or more in every field; apsrt from limestone, a lot of
zﬁs espaclally granite, are to be fourd resr the mou
nated on. Thesa speak for themselves. Granit Tom
of Calway Bay appears commonly as far as the Galtee
TJtalnb and more rarely as far as Mallow {(Cec Cork}.

The north of the country is covered wi to the same height above
sea—-level as the central plain; the South has a similar deposit, ori-
ginating from the local ma,niy Silurien rocks, batween the varicus more
or less parallel mountain-chains running though it. This zppears plen-
tifully in Glenflesk and the Laune near Killarney.

1 r-tracks cn the mountsin
and unmastakaabLG south-—-west
, " "

such an extent thst Britain wss
not only with the continent, but zlso

- s

only the similarity between the

of o Irelsand has the following ext-
i lax with the continent: the mammcoth. the
Ixrish gi tag, 23T, & kind of reindeer. etc. In fact, if
the wat rec entl an emergence of less than
240 fee s be encugh to connect Ireland
with 2et would Jjoin [reland and
Wale: that Ireland took in a wider
area roved by the underwater peat

* See note two on page 27. **See Map 1%a, Stieler's Handatlias, 1868.
This map gives a very vivid presentation of the formatlon of the ter-
razin, as does No 15d for Ireland particularly. (Note by Engels)
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bogs with upright tree-trunks and roots which occur zround 211 the
coests, and which ere identiczl in every detail with the lowest lay-
ers of the neighbourding inland turf-bogs.

From &n agricultural point of view, Ireland's scil is a most fertile
loam almost entirely formed from the drift of the ice- -age, which,
here, thanks to its origin in slates and limestone,is not the barren
sand with which the Scottish, Scandinavian and Finnish granite has
covered such a large part of North Germany.

s, fragments of which have been dispersed and
re still being dispersed on this soil, provides it with a correspon-
ng variety of mineral elements which the vegetation requires; and
one of these, say limg, is y lacking in one field, plenty of
eces of limestone of all sizes are to be found everywhere - guite

T it can be added quite simply.
When the well-known English agronomist, Arthur Young, was travelling
around Ireland in 1770, he did not know which amzed him more: the

natural fertility of the soil or its barbaric management by the peas-

ants. "A llczht9 dry. soft, sandy, loam soil" prevails where the land
is good. In the "Golden Vale" of Tipperary and also elsewhere he
found:

"the same sort of sandy reddish loam I have already described, in-
comparasble land for tillsge". TFrom there, in the direction of Clon-
mel, "the whole way through the same rich vein of red sandy loam I
have so often mentionded: [ examined it in seversl fields, and
found it to be of an extraordinary fertility, and as fine turnip
land as ever I saw." (Volume 1 page 504).

Further:

"The rich land reaches from Charleville, at the foot of the mounta-—
ins, to Tipperary, by Kilfenning, s line of twentyufive miles, and
across from Ardpatric to within four miles of Limerick, sixteen
miles.” (Volume 1 page 485). "the richest in the country is the
Corcasses on the Msag,... a tract five miles long, and two broad,
down to the Shannon... When they breask this land up, they sow first
oats, and get 20 barrels an acre, or 40 common carrels, and do not
reckon than an extra crops; they take ten or twel¥e in succession,
upon one ploughing, till the crops grow poor, and then they sow one
of horse beans, which refreshes the land enough to take ten crops
of oats more; the beans are very good... Were such barbarians
ever heard of?" (Volume 1, page 478)

Further, near Castle Oliver, Co. Limerick,

"...the finest in the country is upon the roots of the mountains,
it is @ rich, mellow, crumbling, putrid, saddy loam, eighteen inches
to three feet deep, the colour a reddish-brown. It is dry sound
land, and would do for turnips exceedingly well, for carrots, for
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cabbages, and in a word for everything. I think upen the whole, it
ic the richest scoil I ever saw, and is applicable to every purpose
you can wishg it will fat thelargest bullock, and at the same time
do equally well for sheep, for tillage, for turnips, for wheat, for
beans, and in a word, for every crop and circumstance of profitable
husbandry." (Volume 1 page 485)

On the river Blackwater near Mallow

-=wthe®e: are tracts of flat land in some places one quarter afis mi-

erywhere remarkebly fine, and lets at 30s..
1d I have anywhee seen, of & reddish-brown
atest arable crops in the world, if in
dgeps and has such a principle of adhesi-
od brick, yet it appears a pe:fect land. In
flown. The banks of this river, from its
ually remarkeble for beauly of prospeci,
(Volume 1 page 38%). "Friable, sandy loams
y commcn, and they form the best soils in
nd sheep. Tipperary and Resrommop abound
e most fertile of all, are the bullock pas-
e banks of the Shanncon in Clare, called
which is so common in England, and yel more
France, Germany and Poland, quite from Gibral-
he in Ireland, except in narr-
.. Nor did I meet with or

74) .

soil of Ireland is summarised in the following

"If I had to give the characteristics of an excellent soil, I would

oil on which an ox can be fattened and which will equally
good turnip crop. Incidentally; I can think of little
is soil in England While in Ireland it is not unusual.'
f a

r
j
4]
0o o

ert;litya acre for acre cover the two kingdoms is cert-
ainly in favour of Ireland." (page 73 volume 2) - "50 far as I
can judge the soll of the two kingdoms, Ireland's by far wins prece-

In 180&-10 Edward Wakefield, an Englishman likewise versed in agronomy,
travelled around Ireland and recorded the result of his cbservations in
a valuable work.** His remarks are better-crdered, more exlensive and

fuller than those in Young's travel-book; on the whole they agree.

* A Tour in Ireland - Arthur Young, 3 vols. London 177 . Vol 2, pages
28, 135, 143, 154, 165. Vol 2, 2nd section, page 4. See note 3 on p27.

* An Account of Treland, Statistical and Political - Edward Wakefield,
London, 1812, 2 volumes. :
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Wakefield found little disperity in the nsture of the soil on the
whole. Send occurs only on the cosst (it is so seldom found inland
that large quantities of ses-sand are transported inlsnd for improvs
ing the turf and loam soils): chalky soil is unknown (the chalk in
Arntrim 1s, &s has alres

dy been mentioned, covered with a lzyer of Bas-
alt, the products of the decomposition of which produce a highly fer-

tile soil. In Englend the chalky soils are the worst, "...and tenac—
ious clays, such as those found in Oxfordshire, in some parts of Essex
and throughout high Suffolk, I could never meet with..." The Irish

call all loamy soils clay; there might be real clay in Ireland as
well, but not on the surface as in several parts of England in any
case. Limestone or limestone-gravel is to be found everywhere, "The
former (limestone) is a useful production, and is converted into a
scurce of wealth that will always be employed with advantage". Mount-
ains and turf-bogs certainly reduce the fertile surface considerably.
The land in the Nerth is not so fertile; vet even here there are
highly luxurious valleys in every County, and Wakefield unexpectedly
ound a highly fertile tract even in furthest Donegal amongst the
wildest mountains. The extensive cultivation of flax in the North
in itself suffdcient proof of fertility, as this plant does not thrive
in poor soil.

o

e
L2

"A grest portion of the soil of Ireland throws out a luxuriant herb-
age, springing up from calcareous subsoll, without any considerable
depth. I have seen bullocks of the weight of 180 stone*, rapidly
fattening on lsnd incapsble of receiving the print of a horse's foot,
even in the wettest season, and where there were not many inches of
soil. This on one species of the rich soil of Irelend, and is to be
found throughout Roscommon, in some psrts of Gslway, Clare and other
districts. Some places exhibit the richest losm that I ever saw
turned up by & plough; this 1s the case throughout Meath in pertic-
ar. Where such soil occurs, its fertility is so conspicuous, that
it appeers as if nature had determind to counteract the bad effects
produced by the clumsy system of its cultivators. On the banks of
the Fergus and Shannon, the land is of & different kind, but equally
productive, though the surface presents the appearance of a marsh.
These districts are called 'the caucasses'; the substratum is a
blue silt, deposited by the sea, which seems to partake of the qual-
ities of the upper stratumj; for this land can be injured by no dep-
th of ploughing.

"In the counties of Limerick and Tipperary there is another kind of
rich land, consisting of a dark, friable, dry, sandy.loam, which if
preserved in a clean state, would throw out corn for several years
in succession. It is equally well adapted to grazing and tillage, I
will venture to say, seldom experiences a season too wet, or s summ-
er too dry. The richness of the land, in some of the vales, may be
accounted for by the decomposition of soil carried thither from the
upper grounds by the rains. The subsoil is calcareous, so that the

* 8 lbs to the stone (note in Wakefield).
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thus spread over the land below., withcut subject-
any labour." (Volume 1 pages 79,80)
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f heavy loam lies directly on limestone, the land
is not suited to tillage and bears only a miserable crop of grain, but
t makes excellent sheap-pastures. This improves it further by produ-
cing a thick grass mixed with white clover and...*

a thinnish layer of
5

v}
%
i

Dr. Beaufort** states that there occur in the West partic ularLy in
Mayo, many turloughs - shellow depressions of different sizes, which
i1l with weter in the winter, although not visibly connected with
streams or rivers. In the Summer this drains away through underground

9.

issures in the limestone,; leaving luxurious firm grazing ground.

h

"Independently of the caucasses, the richest soil in Ireland is to be
found in the counties of Tippersry, Limerick, Roscommon, Longford,
and Meath. In Longford there is a frIW called Granard Hill, which
produced eight crops of potatoes without manure. Some parts of the
county of Cork are uncemmonly fertile, and upon the whole, Ireland
may be considered as affording land of excellent gquality, though I em
by ne means prepared to go to the  length of many writers, who assert,
that it 1s decidedly acre for acre richer than England." (Vel 1 p 81)

last observation, directed againsti Young, rests on 2 misunderstand-
ing of Young's opinion, guoted above. Young does not say that Ireland's
soil is more productive than England's., each taken in their present

ate of cultivation - productivity is naturally far higher in England;
&oung merely states that the -na tural fertility of the soil is
greater in Ireland than in England. This is no contradiction of Wake-
field.

After the last Famine in 1849 Sir Robert Peel sent a Scottish agronomi-
st, Mr. Caird, to Ireland to report on means of improving agriculture.
In a publication issued soon afterwards he said about the West of Ire-
land - the worst stricken part of the country apart from the extreme
North-West:

"...1 was much surprised to find so great an extent of fine fertile
land. The interior of the country is very level, and its genersl
character stony and dry; the soil deep and friable. The humidity of
the climate causes a very constant vegetation, which has both advan-
tages and disadvantages. It is favourable for grass and green crops,
but renders it necessary to employ very vigorous and persevering eff-
orts to extirpate weeds. The abundance of lime everywhere, both in
the rock itself, and as sand and gravel beneath the surface, are of

* There is an omission in the'manuscript. According to Wakefield it is
"wild burnet”. (Note by editor of German edition).

** Revd. Beaufort - Memoir of a map of Ireland, 1792. Pages 75-6.
Quoted in Wakefield, Volume 1, page 36. |
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the greztest vazlue."

Casird also confirms thet County Westmesth consists of the finest past-
ure dand. Of the region north of Lough Corrib (Co Mayo) he writes:

"The greater part’ (of & farm of 500 acres) "is the finest feeding
land for sheep and cattle - dry, friable, undulating land, all on
limestone. The field of rich old grass are superior to anything we
have, except in small patches, in any part of Scotland I at present

=

remember. The best part of 1t ‘i s t @0 good for

tillage, but about one half of it might be profitably bro-

ught under the plough... The rapidity with which the land on this

limestone subsecil recovers 1L5:¢fg an With:ut any seeds being sown,
.

inally we note a French authority:%x

the twc divisions of Ireland, that of the nerth-west, embrac

f >ing
a fourth of the island, and camptﬂhﬁndlnq the province of Connaught,
with the adjacent counties of Donegal, Clare and <¢?*}, resembles
Wzles, and even, in its worst parts, the Highlands of Scotland. Her

again gre two millions of unsightly hectares, the frightful aspect
of which hss given rise tc the nationasl proverb, "Go to the devil or
Connaught"#*¥*, The other, or south-esst and much lsrger division,
since it embraces three-fourths of the island, and includes the pro-
vinces of leinster, Ulster, and Munster, equal to about 6 millions
of hectares, is at least equal in natural fertility to England pro-
per. 1t is not sll, however, equally good; the smount of humidity
there is still grester than in England. Extensive bogs cover about
8 tenth of the surface; more than another tenth is occupied with
mountains and lekes, In fact five only out of eight millions of he-
ctares in Ireland are cultivated. Exen the English admit that Ire-
land, in point of soll, is supericr to Englend. The conformation of
the country is peculiar; mountains range among nearly the who
extent of 1ts coasts, the interior being a vast plain, and for the
most part highly fertile. Ireland contains 8 millions of hectares.
Rocks, lakes, and bogs occupy sbout two millions of these, and two
millions more are iadifferent land. The remainder - that is to say,

* Cairds:s The Plantation Scheme, or the West of Ireland as a field for
investment. Edinburgh, 1850. He also wrote travel reports on the
condition of agriculture in the main counties of England feor The Times
of 1850-1. The above quotations are found on pages 6, 17-18, 121.

*% Leonce de Lavergne: Rural Economy of England, Scotland and Ireland,

translated from the French. Edinburgh 1855

**¥% This expression as will be seen later, owes its origin not to the
dark mountains of Connaught, but to the darkest period in the entire
history of Ireland.

See notes 4 and 5 on page 27.
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apout half the country - i
What better could be conceived?

impenetrable
permeable do i
the mountains are meinly around the coasts,
river—~pbasins are mostly low-lying. and theref-
capable of carrying all the rain water out to
sSCa . ;hus axuensive turf bogs arise iﬁland, especially on the water-
sheds. In the plains alone 1,576,000 acres are covered in turf
bogs. These are mostly depress;ors or troughs in the land, most of
which were once shallow sea-basins whi were gradually overgrown
with moss and marsh plants; and were filled up with their decomposing
remains. As with our rorth German meors, their only use is for fut-
ure turf cutting. Cultivation can only graduslly recldim their edges.
Tha &ﬁil in these former sea- ha51n% in mainly marl and its lime cent-
aent arying from 5% to 90%) is to the shells of fish. Thus the
WaT811a for their develiopment 1nto arable Iland exists within each
thase turf-bogs. Apart from this most of them are rich in iron
ore. DBesides these low lying turf bogs, there are 1,254,000 ascres of
mountain mcoxr. These are the result of deforestation in a damp clim—
ate and are one of the most peculiar beasuties of the British Isles.
Wherever flat or almeost flat summits were deforested - and this occcu-
red extensively in the 17th century and the first half of the 18th
century to provide the iron works with charceal - a layer of turf for-
med under the influece of rain and mist, which gradually spread down
the slopes where the conditions were favourable. Such moors cover
the ridges of the mountain chain dividing Northern England from north
to souths and are found in abundance wherever substantial mountzin :
ranges are marked on the map of Ireland. The turf bogs of Ireland
are by no means hopelessly lost to agriculture. In time we will see
what rich fruits these, and the "moderately poor land" contemptuously
mentioned by Lavergne, can produce given correct msnagement.

CLIMATE
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nd's climate results from its position. The Gulist®am and the
iling South-West winds provide warmth and make for mild winters
cool summers. In the South-West the summer lasts faer into October
which, according to Wskefield, is there regarded as the best month for
sea-bathing. Frost is rare and of short duration, snow usuaslly melts
immediately on the low-lying land. Spring weather prevails throughout
the Winter in the inlets of Kerry and Cork, which are open to the
south-west and protected from the North; here, and in certain other

places, myrtle thrives in the open (Wakefield mentions a country-
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-residence where it grows into trees 16 feet high and is used to make
stable-brooms. Volume 1 psge 55), and laurel, arbutus and other ever-
green plants grow into substantial trees. In Wakefield's time, the
peasants in the South were still leaving their potatoes in the open
all winter - snd they had not been frost-bitten since 1740. '

On the other hand Ireland also suffers the first powerful downpour of
the heavy Atlantic rain clouds. Ireland's aversge rainfsll is st
least 35 inches, which is considerably more than Englsnd's asverage,
yet is definately lower than that of Lancashire and Chesire and scarc-
ely more than the average for the whole of the West of Englend. In
spite of this the Irish climate is decidedly pleasanter than the Eng-
lish. The leaden sky which often causes days of continual drizzle in
England is mostly replaced in Ireland by a continental April skys; the
fresh sea-breezes bring on clouds quickly and unexpectedly, but drive
them past equally quickly, if they do not come down immediately in
sharp showers. And even when the rain lasts for days, as it does in
late Autumn, it does not have the same chronic atmosphere that it has
in England. The weather like the inhabitants has an acute character,
it moves in violent contrasts; the sky is like an Irish woman's face,
here also rain and sunshine succeed each other suddenly and unexpecte-
dly and there is none of the grey English boredom.

The Roman, Pomponius Mela, gives us the oldest report on the Irish
climate (in "De Situ Orbis"*) in the first century of our era:

"Above Brittaine is Ireland, almost of like space but on both sides
equall, with shores evelong, of a evyll ayre to rypen things that
are sown, but so aboundant of Grasse which is not onelie rancke but
also sweete, that the Cattell may in small parte of the daye fyll
themselves, and if they bee not kept from feedying, they burste with
grazing over-long. [Tfhe inhabitants thereof are unnurtured, and
ignorant of all virtues more than other nations, but yet they have
some knowledge, howbeit altogether voide of godlinessex*x_/

"Coeli ad maturanda semina iniqui, verum adeo luxuricss herbis non
laetis modo sed etiam dulcibus!” We find this part amongst others
translated into modern English by Mr. Goldwin Smith, Professor of His-
tory formerly of Oxford and now in Cornell University, America. He
reports that it is difficult to gather in the harvest of wheat and

* "The Rere and Singular Worke of Pomponius Mela, that excellent and
worthy Cosmographer of the situation of the world, most orderly preps-
red, and devided every part by it selfe: with the longitude and lat-
itude of everie Kingdom, Regent, Province, Rivers, Mountains, Cities
and Countries.” Translated into Englishe by Arthur Golding, Gentle-
man. - Thomas Hacket, London, 1590 (Translator's Note)

*% szompletion of Pomponius Mela's information on Ireland. Not quoted
by Engels - Translator's Note_/
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continues:

"Its (Ireland's) natural way to commercial prosperity seems to be
to supply with the produce of its grazing and dairy farms the popu-
lztion of England."*

From Mela to Geldwin Smith up to the present dayj - slnce
! a

noisy cho of h landlords - how often has tb
repeated, that Ireland 1is EOQdeQEd by its C]Tmo'c
Irishmen with b"hdd but i '

des

(®]
o
M

is to
te on-
measu-
ge of chservati : cnly of
Quw much rain falls is net s=o
o it falls. It is here that agro-

judaements are most important.

Arthur Young considers that Ireland is considerably damper than Eng-
lands 1h1€ is the cause of the amazing grass-bearing qualities of the
soll. He speaks of cases when turnip and stubble-land, left unploughel,
produced a rich harvest of hay in the next Summer. A thing of which
there is no example in England. He further menticons that the Irish
wheat is much lighter than that grown in drier lands: weeds and dgrass
spring up in abundance under even the best management, and the harvests
are $0 wet. and so troublesome to brzng in that revenue suffers great-
ly. (Young's "Tours", volume 1l, page 100)

At the same time however bhe points out that the ground in Ireland coun-
teracis this dampness of the climate. It is generally stony, and for
this reason lets the water through more easily.

"Tough, akqnmg heavy loam,; difficult to work, is not uncommeon in Ire-
land, hut i ite different to English clay. If as much rain fe-
L1 on English clay, (a soil which occurs rarely in Ireland, and then
only mixed with a lot of stcnes) as on the rocks of the Sister-island,
these stretches could not be cultivated. Here however, the rocks are
covered in gra'xs and where they consist of limestone with only a
thin layer of humus. they carry the softest and most bheautiful turf

* Goldwin Smith, Irish Character, Oxford and London,
186l. - What is more amazin g in thlS wark, which under the mask of "ob-
jectivity", justifies English policy on lreland, the ignorance of the
professor of history, or the Vpocrlsy of the liberal bourgeoisie? We
will touch on both again later. (Note by Engels)

**¥ See Note Six on page 28.
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in the world." (Volume 11, Second section, pages 3,4)

The 1i tone is known to be full of cracks and fissures which let

the excess water through easily.

Nakefield devotes a very comprehensive chapter to the climste, in
which he assembles all the earlier observations up to his own time.
Dr. Boate ("Natursl History of Ireland” 1645) describes the winters

as mild, with three or four periods of frost every year, each of which
usuzlly lasts for only two or three days; the Liffey in Dublin free—
zes over scarcely once in 10 to 12 years. Msrch is ususlly dry and
fine, but then the weather becomes rsiny; there are seldom more than
two or three consecutive dry days in Summer: and in the late sutumn
it is fine sgain. Very dry summers are rare, and famine never occurs
because of drought, being mostly caused by too much rsin. It seldom
snows on the plains, so cattle remain in the opkn 511 the year round.
Yet years of heavy snow do occur, as in 1635, when the people had dif-
ficulty in providing shelter for the cattle. (Wakefield, Volume 1,
pege 216 aznd following).

In the beginning of the last century, Dr. Rutty ("Natural History of
the County of Dublin") made accurate meteorological observations
which stretched over 50 years, from 1716 to 1765. During this whole
period the proportion of South and West winds to North and East winds
was 73:37 (10,878 South and West against 6,329 North and East). Pre-
vailing winds were West and South-West, then came North-West and
South-East, and most rarély North-East and East. In summer , autumn
and winter West and South-West prevailed. East is more frequent in
spring and summer, when it occurs twice as frequently as in attumn and
winter; North-East is most frequent in Spring.when, likewise, it is
twice as frequent as in autumn and winter. As a result of this the
tempeamtures are more even, the winters milder and the summers cooler
than in Loddon, while on the other hand the air is damper. Even in
Summer, selt, sugar, flour etc. soak dampness out of the air, and corn
must be kiln-dried, a practice unknown in certain parts of England.
(Wakefield, Volume 1, pages 172-81)

Rutty could at that time only compare Irish climate with that in Lon-
don, which, as in &ll eastern England is dry. If material from west
and especially north-western England had been at his disposal, he
would have found that his description of the Irish climate - distribu-
tion of winds over the year, wet summers, in which sugsr, salt etc.
are ruined in unheated rooms - fits this ares completely, except that
western England is colder in winter.

Rutty also kept data on the meteréological charachter of the seasens.
In the fifty years referred to, there were 16 cold, late or too dry
springst & little more than in London: further 22 hot and dry, 24
wet, and 4 changeable summers: s little damper than in Loadon, where
the number of dry and wet summers are equal; further, 16 fine, 12
wet, 22 thangeable autumns: again a little damper and more changeable
then in London; and 13 frosty, 14 wet and 23 mild winters: which is
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considerably damper and milder than in London.

According to measurements mede in the Botanicel Gardens in Dublin,
the following totsl amount of rain fell each month in the ten years
between 1802 and 1811 (in inches): December: 27.31; July: 24.15;
November: 23.49; August: 22.473 September: 22.27; Janusrys: 21.
673 October: 20.12; May 19.503; March: 14.69; April: 13.54;
June: 12.07; Average for the years: 23.36 (Wskefield, Volume 1,
page 191). These ten years were unusually dry. Kane ("Ind@ Res."
page 73) gives an average of 30.87 inches for 6 years and

A

Svmons ("English Rain Fall") puts it at 29.79 inches for 1860-2.

Because of the fleet lng nature of local showers in lreland, such meas-
urements mesn very little unless *noy extend over maﬂg ypar‘ rwﬁ are
i is ic proved by of

freunHL Qtdi,gzq:
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116qﬁf ke
then vigilance and dilig d be
exigencigs as they are nglish
:, and improved 5ulitiw id ensure
the pessants' efforts.”

In Londonderry the number of rainfree days each year between 1791 and
1802 varied between 113 and 148 - the average for the perlﬁd Was 126.
In Belfast the same average emerges. 1In Dublin it varies from 168 t
205, - average 179. (Patterson, ibid.)
According to Wakefield, Irish harvests fall as follows: wheat mostly
in September, more rarely in August, occasionally in October} barley
usually a little later than wheat; and oats approximately a week aft-
er barley, theréfore usually in October. After considerable research,
Wakeiield concluded that not nearly enough material existed for a
scientific description of Irish climate, but nowhere does
he state that it provides a serious obstacle to the cultication of
corn. In fact he found that the losses incurred during wet harvest-
times were due to entirely different causes, and states so quite exp-

* Dr. W. Patterson, An Essay on the Climate of Ireland, Dublin, 1804.
Page 164.
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licitly:

"The soil of Ireland is so fertile, and the climate so favourable,
that under a proper system of agriculture, it will produce not
only a sufficiency of corn for its own use, but a superabundance
which may be ready at all times tc relieve England when she may
stand in need of assistance." (Vol. 2, page 61.)

At that time of course - 1812 -~ England was at war in Europe and
America,* and it was much more difficult to import corn - corn was
the primary need. Now America, Rumania &nd Germany deliver suff-
icilent corn, and the guestion is one of cheap meat. And because of
this Ireland's climate is no longer suited to tillage.

Ireland has grown corn since ancient times. In her oldest laws,
recorded long before the arrival of Englishmen, the "Sack of Whest"

is already a definite messurement of worth. Fixed quantities of
wheat, malt-barley and oatmeal are quite regularly mentioned in the
tributes of inferiocrs to tribal and other chiefs.**  After the Eng-
lish invasion the cultivation of corn diminished because of the con-
tinual battles, without ever ceassing completely; it increzsed between
1660 and 1725 and decreased again from 1725 to 17803 more corn as
well as a greater quantity of potatoes were again sown between 1780
and 1846, and since then they have both given way to the steadily ad-
vancing cattle-pastures. If Ireland is not suited to the cultivation
of corn would it have been grown for 1000 years?

Of course the regions near the mountains where the rainfall is always
greater, are less suited to corn-growing - notably in the South and
West. Besides the good years, a series of wet summers will often
occur there, as between 1860 and 1862, which do great harm to the
wheat. Wheat, however, i1s not Ireland's principal grain, and Wake-
field even complains that teo little of it is grown for lack of a mar-
ket - the only one being the nearest mill. For the most part barley
is grown only for the secret distilleries (secret because of taxation).
Ireland's principal grain was and still is oats. In 1810 more than
ten times as much oats was grown as of all the other sorts of corn put
together. As oats are harvested after wheat and barley, the harvest
is usually in late September or October when the weather is usually
fine, especially in the South. And in any case, oats can take a con-
siderable amount of rain.

*¥ See Note 7 on page 28.

*% "Apnclent Laws and Institutions of Ireland - Senchus Mor".

Two volumes, Dublin, printed for Her Majesty's Stationary Office and
published by Alexander Thom (London, Longmans) in 1865 and 1869. See
Volume 2, pages 239-251. The value of one sack of wheat was 1 scre-
pall (denarious) or 20-24 grains of silver. The worth of the screp-
all is fixed by Dr. Petrie in "Eccleslastical Axrchitecture of Ireland,
anterior to the Anglo-Norman Invasion", Dublin 1845, 4°. Pages 212-
219. See note 8 on page 28.
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e have already seen that Ireland's climate as far as the amcunt and
istributien of rain throughout the year is concarned correspends al-
wst entirely with that of the north-west of England. The rainfall
-5 much greater in the mountains of Cumberland, Wpstmor?and and North
ancashire /Corrzsfop 9¢.03

Lq Windermere 75. 04 inches, average in the ;

stations in Ireland known to me, and

jrown there. In the same years the rain-

rpool to 59.13 in Bolton, the average
e |
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Jariuc from 33.02 to 43.40 inch-
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-ranches, and the whele agric
A

factory Ltowns or to America - except for
make oom for cattle, which are to be ex-
e for silk and wine? But this is exactly
ihe put up their rents and the English bour-
wages demand for Ireland: Goldwin Smith f
9 And yet the social revolution inherent
a om tillage to cattle-rearing would be far greater
i 11 eldnd tﬂan in E;gland. In England, where a high stenderd of cul- .
Avation prevails and where agricultural] labourers have alreajy been
eplaced by mechinery to s large extent, it would mean the fransplant-
ition of at most one million: in Ireland, where small and even cottage-
‘arming prevails, it would mean the transplantation of four millions
the extermination of the Irish people.
1t can be seen that even the facts of nature become national disputing
oints between England and Ireland. It can alsc be seen howesver, how
he public opinion of the ruling class in England - and it is only this
hat 1s generally known on the Continent - changes with the fashion and
n its own interests. Today England needs grain quickly and dependably
- Ireland is just perfect for wheat-growing. Tomorrow England needs
‘6. -
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meat - Ireland 1s only fit for cattle-ranching. The existence of
five million Irish is @ smack in the eye to 211 the laws of political
econcmy, they have to go, but they will decide where they stay (sie
mfissen fort, sie mogen sehen, wo sie bleiben)!

NOTES

ONE The formation of a centralised feudal State in England between
— the 1lth and 12th centuries followed its congquest by Willian the
Conquerer, Duke of Normandy, in the year 1066. The King's power
was especially strengthened by the reforms made by Henry the 2nd in the
12th century. The English monarchy's appetite for conquest had Ireland

as its object too. fter the campaigns of 1169-1171 the Anglo-Norman
barons founded a colony in the South-East of Ireland, which later recei-
ved the term Pale. So-called because the conquerers erected fortific-

ations et its boundaries. The colony served England as a base for their
continual wars against the population of the as yet unconquered parts of
Ireland, which ended in the 168h-17th centuries with the subjection of
the whole land.

WO 'Drift' - deposit of the products of glacial erosion.

THREE "A Tour in Ireland" - Arthur Yound. The edition used for the -
purposes of this translation is the 1780 edition. The page
references at the end of quotations refer to this edition.

FOUR This refers to the cruel reprisals taken against the Irish pop-
ulation and their wholesale expropriation, which began soon
after the suppression of the National Uprising, by the troops

of the English Republic between 1641 and 1652. As a result of the Acts
of the English Parliament of 1652-1653 (See Note 5), some of the Irish
landholders were declared "Guilty of insurrection", and forcibly trans-
planted into the barren province of Connaught and to the swamps of
County Clare.

FIVE The long Psrliament passed the Order of Ireland Act on 12th
August, 1652 during the English revolution, and after the
suppression of Ireland's National-Liberation Uprising between

1641-52. The Act legalised the ferce-and-terror regime of the English

colonisers in Ireland and sanctioned the robbery of Irish land in the

interests of’ the representatives of the English bourgeoisie and of the
new civic nobility. After this Act was passed, the majority of Irish
people were declared "gulilty of insurrection". Even those Irish who,
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while not directly concerned with the Insurrection, had not shown
the necessary "submission'" to the English State, were counted among-
st the "guilty". Those declared '"gullty"” were classified into cate-
gories according to the extent of their involvement in the Insurrec-
tion, and submitted toc hard reprisals; eith sentenced to death,

D
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sent had thelr property confiscated. On tha 26th
:ak,‘_ 1653, the Order of Ireland Act was completed by a new Act,
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ANCIENT IRELAND

The writers of ancient Greece and Rome, and also the fathers of the
Church, gave very little information about Ireland.

In spite of this there exists, even to the present day, a native lite-
rature which is quite rich in content, in spite of the many Irish man-
uscripts lost in the wsrs of the 16th and 17th centuries. It includes
poems, grammers, glossaries, annzls and other historical writings and
law-books. With very few exceptions, however, this whole litersture,
which embraces the period at lesst from the 8th to the 17th centuries,
exists only in menuscript. For the Irish lznguasge printing existed
only for a few yezrs, &nd then only from the time when it hezd begun to
die. Of this rich materizl, therefore, only s small part is sccessible.

Amongst the most importent of these znnzsls azre those of the Abbot
Tigernach (died 1088), those of Ulster, and sbove sll, those of the
Four Masters. The latter were collected in 1632-36 in & monastery in
Donegal under the direction of Michael O'Clery, a franciscen monk, who
wads helped by three other Seanchaidhes (antiquarians), from msterials
which now are azlmost sll lost. They were published in 1856 from the
original Donegal msnuscript which still exists, having been edited and
translated into English by O'Donovan*. The earlier editions by Dr.
Charles O'Connor (the first part of the "Four Masters", and the "Ann-
als of Ulster") sre untrustworthy in text and translation.¥**

The beginning of most of these annals presents the mythical pre-history
of Ireland. Its bsse was formed by old folk-legends, which were spun
out endlessly by poets in the 9th and 10th centuries, snd were then
brought into suiteble chronological order by the monk-chroniclers. The
"Annsls of the Four Mssters" begins with the year of the world 2242,
when Czeszir, & granddsughter of Nosh, landed in Ireland forty days
before the Flood; thus the sncestors of the Scots, the lsst immigran-
ts to Ireland, were derived from Japhet in direct line of descent and
were brought into connection with Moses, the Egyptisns snd Phoenicians,
as the Germen chroniclers of the middle ages connected the sncestors
of the Germsns with Troy, Aeness or Alexander the Grest. The "Four
Masters" devote only a few pages to this legend (in which the only va-
lueble element, the originel folk-legend, is not distinguishable even
now); the "Annals of Ulster" leave it out altogether; and Tigernsch,
with a critical boldness wonderful for his time, explains that all the

* "Annals Rioghachta Eireann. Annals of the Kingdom of Ireland by
the Four Mssters". Edited, with an English translation, by Dr. John
O'Donovan. Second Edition. Dublin - 1856. 7 Volumes in 4°. (Engl-
ish Note by Engels.) ** See note 1 on page 44.
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the written records of the Scots before King Cimbaoth (approximately
300 BC) are uncertain. But when new national life awoke in Ireland
at the end of the last century, and with it new interest in Irish
literature and history, just these monks' legends were counted to be
their most valuable constituent. With true Celtic enthusiasm and
specifically Irish naivete, belief in these stories was declared an
intrinsic part of national patriotism, and this offered the super-—
cunning world of English scholarship - whose own efforts in the field
of philological criticism are gloriously well-known to the rest of
the world! - the wished-for pretext for throwing everything Irish
aslide as arrant nonsense.¥

Since the 30th year of this century a far more critical spirit has
come into being in Ireland especially through Petrie and O'Donovan.
Petrie's already-mentioned researches prove that the most complete
agreement exists between the oldest surviving inscriptions, which
date from tl and 7th centuries, and the Annals; and O'Donovan
of the t already in the 2nd and 3rd centuries of our
repcrt historical facts. It mc«ea little differ~-
jﬁ“fL;<y of the Annals begins several hun-
ifortunately, during
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our purpose. They S
to the throne, war attles,

aiding cxpedltlhns, but little
of the people. But, if the

i 1Tel nd were published, they would
fferent meaning; many a dry notice would
ex

planations found in the law books.

Almost all of these law books, which are very numerocus, still await
the time when they will see the light of day. After being plagued
by numerous Irish antiquarians, the English Government agreed in
1852 to set up a Commission for publishing the ancient laws and ins-

* One of the most naive products of that time is "The Chronicles of
ri, being the History of the Gaal Sciot Iber, or the Lrish People,
translated from the original menuscipts in the Phoenician dialect of
the Scythian Language by O'Connor", London 1822, 2 volumes.

[Tl

|

The Phoenician dialect of the Scythian language is naturally Celtic
Irish, and the originasl manuscript is a pleasant verse chronicle.
The publisher is Arthur O'Connor, exile of 1798, unc. of Feargus
O'Connor who was later leader of the English Chartlsts, an ostensible
descendent of the anclent O'Connors, Kings of Connaught, and, after
a fashion the Irish Pretender to the Throne. His portrait stands in
front of the title, a man with a handsome, jovial Irish face, strik-
ingly resembling his nephew Feargus, grasping s crown with his right
hand. Underneath is the caption: "O'Connor-cear-rige, head of his
race, and O'Connor, chief of the prostrate people of his nstion:
Soumis, pas vaincus (Subdued, but not conquered)."
(Note by Engels)

f
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titutions of Ireland. But the Commission consisted of three Lords (who
are never far awsy when there is state money to be spent) three lawyers
of the highest rank, three Protestant clergymen, and Dr. Petrie and an
official who is the chief surveyor in Ireland. Of these gentlemen only
Dr. Petrie and two clergymen, Dr. Graves (now Protestant bishop of Lim
erick) and Dr. Todd, could raise any clsim to understand anything at
all sbout the tssks of the Commission, znd of these three Petrie and
Todd have since died. The Commission wss instructed to arrange the
transcription, trenslestion snd publication of the legsl content of the
ancient Irish mznuscripts, end to employ the necessary people for this
purpose, It employed the two best people thzt were to be had, Dr.
O'Donoven and Professor O'Curry, who copied, end mzde s rough transls-
tion of, & multitude of menuscripts; both died, howver, before any-
thing wass ready for publicstion. Their successors, Dr. Hancock and
Professor O'Mshoney, then took up the work and up to the present the
two volumes slready cilted, containing the "Senchus Mor", hzve appesred.
According to the publisher's acknowledgement only two of the members
of the Commission, Graves and Todd, have taken part in the work, thr-
ough some annotations to the proofs. The Officer, Sir Th. Larcom,
placed the original maps of the survey of Ireland at the disposal of
the publishers for the verification of place names. Dr. Petrie soon
died, and the other gentlemen confined their activities to drawing
their salaries conscientiously for 18 years.

This is how public works are carried out in England, and even more in
English-ruled Ireland. Without jobbery,* they cannot start. No pub-
lic interest may be satisfied without & pretty sum or a fat sinecure
being siphoned off for Lords and Government proteges. With the money
that the whole superfluous Commission has wasted the entire unpublished
historicasl literature could have been published in Germany - and done
better.

The "Senchus Mor" has until now been our main source for informstion
about conditions in ancient Ireland. It is s collection of ancient
legel decisions which, according to the later-composed introduction,
were put together on the orders of St. Patrick, snd his counsel ensb-
led rapidly-expanding Christisnity to be brought into harmony with
the Irish. The High-King of Ireland, Lzeghaire (428-458, according
to the "Annals of the Four Masters"), the Provincisl-Kings, Corc of
dunster and Deire, probasbly & prince of Ulster, and slso three bishops:
5t Patrick, St. Benignus and 5t. Cairnech, and three lawyers: Dubt-
hach, Fergus and Rossa, are supposed to have formed the "Commission"
which put the book together - and there is no doubt that they did
their work more cheaply thsn the present Commission, who only had to

* Jobbery: the using of public office to one's private advantage or
to that of relations and frieds, and like wise the using of public
money for indirect bribery in the interests of a Party, is called job-
bery in England. An individual transaction is called a job. The
English colony in Ireland is the main centre of jobbery. (Note by
Engels).
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publish it. The "Four Masters' give 438 as the year in which the
book was written.

The text itself evidently rests on very ancient heathen materials.
The oldest law-forms in it are written in verse with a precise metre
and the so-called harmony - a kind of alliteration, cor rather
consonant-assonance — which is peculiar to Irish poetry, and frequ-
ently it goes cver to full rhyme. As it is certain that old Irish
law-books were translated in the 14th century from the so-called
Fenian dialect (Bérla Feini), the language of the 5th century, into
the then current Irish (Introduction (T.I.) Page xxxvi and following,)
it emerges that also in the "Senchus Mor" the meire has been wiped
away to a greater or lesser extent in certain places; but it appears
ften enough to give the text a definate rythmical pattern together
vith occasional rhymes and powerfully harmonious places. It is alm-

) sufficient to read just the translation tc find out the verse
ms. But then there are also throughout it, especislly in the la-
r half, numerous pieces of undcubted prcse; and, whereas the
se 1s certainly very ancient and has been handed down tradition-
Y, these prosaic insertions seem to originate with the compilers
the book. At any rate the "Senchus Mor" is quoted frequently in
lossary composed in the 9th and 10th centuries#*and written
me time before the English invasion. Several manuseripts (the
cldest of which appears to date from the beginning of the l4th cent-
ury or earlier) contain a series of mostly corresponding annotations
and longer commenting notes on this text. The annotations are in
the spirit of old glossaries; verbal guibbles take the place of
etymology and the explanation of words, and the annctaticns are of
varying worth, being often badly defaced or largely incomprehensible
or at least without knowledge of the rest of the law-bcoks. Their
ge 1s uncertain. The greater part, however, prokably dates from
after the English invasion. As the texts show only a very few trac-
es of developments in the law, and these are only a more preci
ixing of details, the greater part, which is purely explanatory,
an certainly e used with some discretion as 2 source for the earl-
ier time.
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The "Senchus Mor" contains:

1. The Law of seizure, that is to say, &lmost the whole judicial
procedures

2. The Law of flogging, for settling disputes between people of
different territories;

3. The Law of Saerath and Daerath (see below)*; and

4. The Law of the family.

From this we obtain much valuable information on the social life of
that time, but, as long as meny of the expressions remsin unexplai-

ned and the remaining manuscripts are not published, much remains
dark.

* See Note 2 on page 44. *%* should continue: and attributed to
t@e King and Bishop of Cashel, Cormac




In addition to the literature the surviving monuments: churches,
round towers, fortificatlions and inscriptions also enlighten us about
the life of the people before the arrival of the English.

From cutside sources we need only mention a few passaages about Ireland
in the Scandinavian sagas and the life of St. Malachy by St. Bernhard,
which are not fruitful sources, and then come immediately to the first
Englishman to write about Ireland out of his own experience.

arry, known as Giraldus Cambrensis, Arch~deacon of
ky was a grandchild of the amorous Nesta, daughter of Rhys ap
i South Wales, and mistress of Henry 1 of England and
ancestor of almost all the leading Nerman families who were invol-—
h
1

he first conq&es of Ireland. In 1185 he went with John (lat-
-andless“} to Irelend and in the following years wrote, first

graphica Hibernica", a description of the land and the inhab-
itantS; snd then the "Hibernia Expug a8 highly-coloured history of
the first invasion. It is mainly Lhe first work which concerns us
here. Written in highly pretentious Latin, and filled with the wildest
belief in miracles and with all the Church and nstionsl prejudices of
the time and the race of its vain author, the book is nevertheless of
grest importsnce as the first report of s foreigner which is detziled
To some degree.*®

From now on Anglo-Norman sources about Ireland nzturally become more
abundant; however, little knowledge is gained about the social circu-
mstances of the part of the island that remained independent, and it
is from this that conclusions reﬂar ding tt icient could be worked
rards the end of the 16th cent

out. It is only tow tury, when Ireland as
& whol first systematically subjugated, that we find more detai-
led al the actual living 'ond1110nu of the Irish people,
and tu y contain a strong English bias. We will find 1a+“
that, in the course of 400 years which elapsed since the first inva
108, cendition of the people changed little, and that where it dld

change it was not for the better. But, precisely because of this,
these newer writings - Hanmer, Campion, Spencer, Davies, Camden, Mory—
son and others - which we will have to consult frequently, are one of
our main sources for a period 500 years earlier, and a welcome and

indispensible supplement to the poor original sources.

EARLY HISTORY The mythical pre-history of Ireland tells of a series
of immigrations, which took place one after the other
and mostly ended with the subduing of the island by
the newest immigrants. The three last ones are: +that of the Firbelg,

* "Giraldi Cambrensis Opers", ed. JS Brewer, London, Longmans, 1863 -
A (weak) English translation of the historicasl works including tne two
works slready mentioned was published in London by Bohn in 1863, ("The
Historicsl Works of Girsldus Cambrensis").

(Note by Engels)
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that of the Tuatha-de-Danaan, and that of the Milesians or Scots,
the latter being supposed to have come from Spailn. Popular writing
of history changed Firbolgs (fir - Irish fear, Latin vir, Gothic vair
- man) into Belgian without further ado; the Tuatha—de-Dansans
(tuatha - Irish, people, tract of land, Gathic thiuda) into Greek
Danal or German Danes as they felt the need. O'Donovan is of the
opinion that something historical lies at the basis of at least the
named immigrations. According to the "Annals" there occurred in the
year 10 AD an insurrecticn of the Aitheach Tuatha (which Lynch, who
i1s a good judge of the old language, translated as: plebiorum homi-
num gens), that 1s 2 plebeian revolution, in which the whole

nobility (Saorchlann) was slain. This points to the dominion of
scottish conquerors over the older inhabitants. O'Donovan draws the
cenclusion from the folk-tales that the Tuatha de Danaan, who were
later transformed in folk-lore into elves of the mountain forest,
survived up to the 2nd or 3rd century of our era in isolated mountain
areas.

It cannot be doubted that the Irish were a mixed people even before
large numbers of English came among them. The predominent type was
fair-haired already in the 12th century, as it still is. Giraldus
(Top. Hib. 111, 26) says of two strangers, that they had yellow hair
like the Irish. But there are also to be found, even now, especially
in the West, two quite different types of black-haired people. The
one is tall and well-built with fine facial features and curly hair,
people of whom one thinks that one has already met them in the Ital-
ian Alps; this type occurs most frequently in the South-West. The
other, stocky and short in build, with coarse, lank, black hair and
flattened, almost negroid faces, is found more frequently in Connau-
ght. Huxley attributes this dark-haired element in the originally
light-haired Celtic population to an Iberian (that is, Basque) admix-
ture,* which would be correct in part at least. However, at the time
when the Irish come clearly into the light of history they have bec-
ome a homogeneous people with Celtic speech and we do not find any-
where any other foreign elements, apart from the slaves acquired by
conquest or barter, who were mostly Anglo-Saxons.

The reports of the classical writers of antiguity about the people do

not sound very edifying. Diodor recounts that those Britons
which inhabit the island called Iris (or Irin? it is in the accusati-
veIptv ) eat pecple. St rabo gives a more detailed report:

"Concerning this island I have nothing certain to tell, except
that its inhabitants are more savage than the Britons, since they
are man-eaters as well as heavy eaters¥*and since, further, they
count it an honoursble thing, when their fathers die, to devour
them, and openly to have intercourse, not only with the other wo-
men but also with their mothers and sisters;"*+#

** See page 35 for this note. *%* this should continues
(T'Co;{vcpci](ot.,which to another reading is senpayo, plant-eaters).
* See Note 3 on page 45.
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The patriotic Irish historiens have been more than a little indignant
over this aslleged cslumny. It wss reserved to more recent investigat-
ion to prove that cannibalism, and especislly the devouring of parents,
was & stage in the development of probsbly all nations. Perhaps it
will be a consclation to the Irish to know that the ancestors of the
present Berliners were still honouring this custom a full thousand
years lster:

"But the Weletabi who rteside in Germany, which we call Wilze, who
are not ashamed to say that they have a greater right to eat their
parents than the worms have." (Notker, quoted in Jacob Grimm's
"Rechtsaltumer" page 488).

And we will see the consuming of human flesh returned to more than

once under English rule. As far as the Phanerogam (to help myself to
an expression of Fourier's¥*), used to reproach the Irish, is concerned:s
such things occurred amongst all the barbsrous peoples, how much more
amongst the unusually gallant Celts. It is interesting to note that
even then the island carried the present nstive name: Iris, Irin and

o

9
Jerne are identical with Eire and Erinn; and how even the Ptolemies
already knew the present name of the capital, Dublin, Eulana (with the
right sccentEBRave. This is all the more noteworthy since the Irish

given this city asnother name, Athclisth,

phl
Celts hzve since anclent times
the black pool - is the nsme of & point on

and for them Duibhlinn -
the River Liffey.

Moreover we slso find the following passage in PLagrd w g "Ne-
turgeschichte”, IV, 16:

"The EBritons
across which

travel there " (Hibernis) "in bosts of willow-branches
animal-skins have been sewn together."
And later Solinus says of the Irish:

"They cross the between Hibernia and Britannia in boats of willow—
boughs, which they overlay with a cover of cattle-hide." (C. Jul.
Solini "Cosmographia" c. 25)

In the year 1810 Wakefield found that on the whole west coast of Ire-
land "no other boats were found except ones which consisted of & wood-
en frame covered over with a horse- or ox-hide." The shape of these
boats vary according to the district, but they can all be distinguish-
ed by their extraordinary lightness, so that mishaps rarely occur on
them. Naturally they azre of no use on the open sea, for which reason
fishing can only take place in the creeks and amongst the islands.

*¥% Strabo Rerum Geographicarum, Volume XVII. English translation used:
"The Geography of Strsbo" H.L. Jones, 1917-32. Volume 2, page 259.
(Note to page 34)

* See Note 4 on page 45.
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Wakefield saw these boats in Malboy, Country Clare. There were 15
feet long, 5 feet wide and 2 feet deep. Two cow-hides with the hair
te the inside and tarred on the outside were used for one of these,
and they were arranged for two rowers. Such a boat cost about 30
shillings. (Wakef. II page 97). Instead of the woven willows — a
wooden frame! What an advance in 1800 years and after nearly 700
years of the "civilising" influence of the foremost maritime nation
in the world!

As for the rest, several signs of progress can be seen. Under King
Cormac Ulfadha, who was placed on the throne in the second hzlf of
the third century, his son-in-law, Finn Mac Cumhal is sazid to have
reorganised the Irish militia - the Fianna Eirionn* - probably on the
lines of the Roman legion with differentiation between light troops
and the ranks (Linientruppen - translator); all the later Irish arm-
ies on which we have information have the following cetegories of
troops: the picked soldiers - the light soldiers - the gzllowglas -
the heavy infantry or the ranks. Finn's heroic deeds are celebrated
in many old songs, some of which still exists these and perhaps s
few Scottish-Gaelic traditions form the basis of Macpherson's "Ossi-
an" (Irish Oisin, son of Finn), in which Finn appears as Fingesl and
the scene is treznsferred to Scotland**. 1In Irish folklore Finn lives
on as Finn Mac-Caul, & giant, to whom some sort of wonderful feat of
strength is ascribed in almost every locality of the island.

Christianity must have penetrated Ireland quite early, at least the
east coast of it. Otherwise the fact that so many Irishmen played an
important part in Church-history even long before Patricius cannot be
explained. Pelagius the heretic is usually taken to be a Welsh monk
from Bangor, or rather Banchor at Carrickfercus. The fact that he
comes from the Irish monastery is shown by Hieronymus, who describes
him as being "stupid and thick-witted with Scottish gruel" ("scotorum
pultibus praegravatus"). This is the first mention of Irish cat-mezl
broth (Irish lite, Anglo-Irish stirabout), which was even then the
staple food of the Irish people and continued to be so until the int-
roducticn of potatoes, when it took second place. Pelagius' chief
followers were Celestius and Albinus, also Swts, that is, Irishmen.
According to Gennadius, celestiys wrote three detailed letters to
his parents from the monastery, from which it can be seen that alpha-
betical writing was known in Ireland in the fourth century.

The Irish people are called Scots and the land scotia in all the wri-
tings of the early Middle Ages; we find this term used by Claudian,
Isidor, Beda, in the geogrephies of Ravenna, Eginhard and even by Alf-

* Feini, Fenier, is the name given to the Irish nation throughout the
"Senchus Mor". Feinechus, Fenchus, Law of the Fenier, often stands
for the "Senchus" or for another lost law-book. Feine also describes
the class, feine, the plebs, the lowest free class of people (Note by
Engels). '

** See Note 5 on page 45,
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red the Great: ~"Hibernia, which we ¢s1]l Scotland" (Igbernis the ve
Scotland hatadh")#. Present Scotland wss called Csledonis by foreign-
ers and Alba, Albsnia by the inhabitants; the transfer of the name
Scotiz, Scotland, to the northern sres of the eastern isle did not oc-
cur until the eleventh century. The first substantisl emigration of
Irish Scots to Alba is tcken to have been in the middle of the third
centurys; Ammisnus Marcellinus already knows them there in the vyear
©0. The emigrants used the shortest sea-route, from Antrim to the
peninsuls of Kinty ‘ @xpl1“*‘iv says lﬁoL the Lr1ucrc
who then occuppied
were sttacked by
Further, the seventh
that the gwyddyl ffich
-mannisch ~ translator)
[ncidentally, £

from Lh I\OILk
"Triads"*¥ reports

historical
to Albs over the Norse (Nord
settled on the coast.

land and the Hehrides

is called the Norse Se hows that this "Triad" was written after

Norse zon
again at
Fa

pendent

;‘E!T]f" g"\\.if‘:j

2)

Ficts in
state to whi
first by

Wales by the gwyddyl ffic
Welsh sources (heﬂdr

tu s. These are generally acc : s being invasi f s
Scots. Gwyddyl is the Welsh form of gavidheal, which the Irish call
themselves. The origin of the term Picts can be investigated by some-

Patricius (Irish Patrick, Patraic, as the Celts always pronounce their
¢ as k in the Ancient Roman way) brought Christisnity into dominance
in the senond qucrfer of the 5th century without any viclent repercus
sions. rade with Britain which had been of long standing also became
livelier; grchitechts and building workers ceme over and the Irish
lesrned to build with mortar from them, up to then they had only known
dry-stone building. As mortar-building occurs between the 7th and 12t
centuries, and then only in church buildings, that is proof enough that
its introduction is connected with thst of Christianity, snd further,
that from now on the clergy, ss the representative of foreign culture,
severs itself completely from the people in their intellectusl develo—
pment. Whilst the people made no, or only extremely slow, social adv-
ances, there soon developed amongst the clergy a literary learning
which was extraordinary for the time and which, in accordance with the
customs then, manifested itself mostly in zeal for converting heathens
and founding monasteries. Columba converted the British Scots and the
Picts; Gallus (founder of St. Gallen) and Fridolin the Allemanni,

* See Note 6 on page 45.
*%* See Note 7 on page 45.
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Kilian the Franks on the Main, Virgilius the City of Salzburg. All
five were Irish. The Anglo-Saxons were also converted to Christian-
ity mainly by Irish missionaries. Furthermore, Ireland was known
throughout Europe as the nursery of learning, so much so thst Charles
the Great summoned an Irish monk, Albinus., to teach him at Pavia,
where another Irishman, Dungal, followed him later. The most import-
ant of the Irish scholars, who were famous at that time but are now
mostly forgotten, was the "Father", or as Erdmann «calls him, the
"Carolus Magnus"* of philosophy in the Middle Ages - John Scotus Eri-
gena. Hegel says of him, "Real philosophy began with him first." He
alone understood Greek in Western Europe in the 9th century, and he
formed a continuity with the Alexandrian-neoplatonic school** by his
translation of the writings of Dionysius Auropagita, the last expon-
ent of the old philosophy. His teaching was very bold for the times.
He denied the eternity of damnation, even for the devil, and brushed
close to Pantheism. Contemporary orthodoxy did not fail to slander
him. It took & full 200 years before the branch of learning fcounded
by Erigena found development in Anselm of Canterbury.***

NORSE INVASIONS

But before this development of culture could have an effect on the
people, it was interrupted by Norse raids. The raids, which formed
the basis of Scandinavian, and particularly Danish, patriotism, occ-
urred too late, and the nations from which they originsted were too
small, for them to result in conquest, colonisation, and the forming
of states as was the case with the earlier invasions of the Germsns.
Their advantages, as far as any lasting historical development they
caused is concerned, are infinitesmally small against the immense and

fruitless (even for the Scandinavians themselves) disturbances they
caused.

Ireland was far from being inhabited by a single nation at the end of
the 8th century. A high-kingship of the whole island existed only in

¥ Charles the Great.

** See Note 8 on page 46.

*¥*% More about Erigena's doctrines and works is to be found in Erd-

man's "Grundriss der Geschichte der Philosophie", second edition,

berlin 1869. Volume 1 pages 241-247. Erigena, who was not a cler—
gyman, shows real Irish wit. When Charles the Rald, King of France,
who was sitting opposite him at table, asked him the difference bet-—

ween a Scot and a sot, Erigena answered: "The width of a table".
(Note by Engels.)
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neme, and not even that quite frequently. The provincial-kings, whose
number and territories were continually changing, fought amengst themse-
lves, and the smaller territorial princes likewise carried on their pri-—
vate feuds. On the whole, however, there seems to have been a certain
accord in these internal wars which held the ravages within certain lim~
its, so that the land did not suffer too much.

after the English ha n
men landed on the Isls of Ratl ny, off the coast of Antrim, and burnt
everything down; in 798 they landed near Dublin and after this they are
mentioned nearly every year in the Annals, as heroes, strangers, pirates
and never without report ¢f losccadh (burning down} of one or more pla-
ces. Their colonies on the Orkneys, Shetlands and Hebrides (Western
&r in the (1d Nerse sagas) served them as operational
reland, and against what was later known zs Scotland, and
out the middle of the 9th century they were in possession
ch, according to Girasldus, they rebuilt into a substapt-
ttributes the erection of Limerick and Waterford to the
same s ne name Weterford is only a stupid snglecisation of the
ancien /edhrafiordhr, which means either Storm-bay {Wetterfohrde)
oI ram soon as the Norsemen settled down, their prime necessity
vecana ip of 1 i
these i
assimi
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the Norse: 5 2land
the extent of Ireland's value to the Scandinavians as one of their reg-
ular pillaging lands is shown by the so-called death-song of Ragnar
Lodbrfk, the K rakumdl, composed at about the vear 1000 in the snake-

ng Ella of Northumberland. 1In this song all the ancient
@

ry is drawn together, as if for the last tim
pretext of celebrating King Ragnar's heroic deeds in son
dic pecples' raids in their own lands, on cossts from Du
ders, Scotland (here already called Skotland, perhaps fo
end Ireland are briefly pictured. About Ireland is said:
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"We hew'd with our swords, heap’d high the slain,

Gled was the wolf's brother of the furiocus battle's feasts
Iron struck brass-shieldss Ireland's ruler,
Marstein, did not starve the murder-wolf or eagle;
In Vedhrafibrdhr the raven was given a sacrifice.
"We hew'd with our swords, started a game at dawn,
A merry battle against three kings at Lindiseyrij;

* The assertion of Snorris in the Haraldsaga, that Harald Harfagrs sons,
Thorgils and Frodi, were the first of the Norsemen to occuppy Dublin -
that is, at least 50 years later than stated - is a direct contradicticn
of several Irish accounts, which are unimpeachable, for this period.
Evidently Snorris is confusing Harald Hérfagr's son, Thorgils, with the
undermentioned Thorgils (Turgesius).

(Note by Engels) See note 10 on page 46.
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Not many could boast that they fled unhurt from there.

Falcon fought wolf for flesh, the wolf's fury devoured many;

The blood of the Irish flow'd in streams on the beach in
the battle.*

By the first half of the 9th century, a Norse Viking, Thorgils, called
Turgesius by the Irish, had succeeded in subdulng all Ireland under
his rule. But, with his death in 844, his kingdom fell apart, and the
Norsemen were driven out. The invasions and battles continued with
varying success. Finally, at the beginning of the 1lth century, Ire-
land's national hero, Brian Borumha, who wds originally King of only a
part of Munster, gained the Kingship of all Ireland, and led theé dec-
isive battle against the concentrated force of the invading Norsemen
on the 23rd April (Good Friday), 1014 at Clontarf, close to Dublin, as
2 result of which the power of the invaders was broken forever.

The Norsemen who had settled in Ireland, and who possessed great power
in Leinster (The King of Leinster, Maolmordha, had come to the throne
in 999 with their help and was maintained there by it), had sent mess-
engers tc the Channel Isles, the Orkneys, Denmark and Norway asking
for reinforcements, in anticipation of the impending decisive battle.
Help came to them in large numbers. The Niglssaga recounts*¥ how Jarl
S. Laaudrisson armed himself for the departure on the Orkneys, and how
Thorstein Siduhallsson, Hrafn the Red and Erlinger of Straumey went
with him, and how he came to Dublin (Durflin) with all his army on
Palm Sunday.

"Brodir had already arrived with his whole force. Brodir tried to
learn by means of sorcery how the battle would turn out, and the
answer was this: if it was fought on a Friday, King Brjan would

* "Hiuggu ver medh hlérv1, hverr 13thverr of annans;
gladhr vardh gera brodhlr getu vidh sbknar laeti,
18t ei 8rn n? ylgl, s er Irlandi styrdhl,

{(mot vardh m&1lms ok rltor) Mersteinn konungre fastaj
vardh 1 Vedhra firdhi valtafn gefit hrafni.

Hiuggu ver medh hicrvi, h&dhum sudhr at morni

leik fyrlr Lifis _eyri vidh lofhunga threnna,

f8rr 8tti thvi fagna (f811 margr % gyn 41fi,

haukr slelt hold medh Vargl), at hann heill thadhan kaemi;
Yra blddh oegi aerit f€1ll um skaeru."

Vedhrafiordhr is, as we have said, Waterford; I do not know whether
Lindiseyri has been discovered anywhere. On no account does it mean
Leinster as Johnstone translates it; 'eyri' (sandy neck of land,
Danish Sre) points to a quite distinct locality. Valtafn can also
mean falcon-feed and is mostly translated as this here, but as the

raven is Odin's holy bird, the word obviously has both meanings.
(Note by Engels)

** See Note 11 on page 46.
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win the victory but die; and that if it was fought before that
t1m9, then a1l who were against him would fall. Then Brodir siid
hat they should not fight before Friday.®

There are two versions of the battle itself, that of the Irish Annals
T

and the Scandinavian one of the Nifl lssaga. According to the latte

"King Brian had con
entlze army, and
town. - Both hosts
ded one wing, King
in the middle.

spear. arnd

it ot R A e e

Meanwniie Sbak atla—
cartiogn after |
Ao L A X (= 35 T FL e N A=

"Because I can't get home this evening anyway', said Thorstein,
'as I live out in Iceland:' Kerdjalfad spared him."

. Brodhir now saw from his hiding place that Brian's army was pursu

sul ng
“those who fled from the battle and that few people remained at the
shield-castle. Then he ran out of the wood, broke through the shield-

castle and slew the King. (Brian, who was 88, was cbviously not cape-
ble of joining in the battle and had remained in the camp. )

“Then Brodir shouted: ‘'Let it pass from mouth to mouth that Brodir
felled Brjani'™™

*King of the Dublin Norsemen according to the "Annales Inisfalensis"
(Note by Engels)
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But the pursuers returned, surrounded Brodhir and seized him alive.

"Ulf slit open his belly, led him round and round an oak tree, and
in this way unwound all his intestines out of his body, and Brod-
ir did not die before they were all pulled out of him. Brodhir's
men were siain to the last man."*

According to the "Annals of Inisfallen" the Norse army was divided
into three sections. The first consisted of the Dublin Norsemen and
also 1000 Norwegian vclunteers, who all wore long shirts of maill.

The second was made up of the Irish auxiliary forces from Leinster
under King Maolmordha. The third of reinforcements from the Islands
and Scandinavia under Bruadhair, the commander of the fleet that had
brought them, and Lodar the Jarl of the Orkneys. Brian also placed
his troops in three sections; the names of the leaders given here

do not correspond with those given in the "Niflssaga", and the account
of the battle is insignificant. The account given in the "Four Mas-
ters" is shorter and clearer: "In AD 1013 (a constant mistake for 1014)

"The foreigners of the west of Europe assembled against Brian and
Maelseachlainns" (usually called Malachy, King of Meath under
Brian's High Kingship) "and they took with them ten hundred men
with-coats of mail. A spirited, fiexrce, violent, vengeful, and
furious battle was fought between them, - the likeness of which
was not to be found at that time, - at Cluaintarbh" (Meadow of
the Bulls, now Clontarf) "on the Friday before Easter precisely.
In this battle were slain Brian, son of Ceinneidigh,... in the
eighty-eigth year of his ages; Conaing,... the son of Brian's
brother; Toirdhealbhach, son of Murchadh,..." (there follow a
multitude of names). "The (enemy) forces were afterwards routed
by dint of battling, bravery, and striking, by Maelsseachlainn,
from Tulcainn to Athcliath, against the foreigners and the Lein-
stermen; and there fell Maelmordha, son of Murchadh, son of

Finn, King of Leinsterj... There was a countless slaughter of
the Leinstermen along with them. There were alsc slain Dubhghall,
son of Amhlaeibh, and Gillaciarcain,; son of Gluniairn, two tanists
of the foreigners, Sichfrith, scn of Loder, Earl of Innse hOrcj
Brodar, chief of the Danes of Denmark, who was the person that
slew Brian. The ten hundred in armour were cut to pieces, and

at the least three thousand of the foreigners were there slain." **

The "Nidlssaga" was written down in Iceland approximately 100 years
after the battle occurred; the Irish Annals are based, at least in
part, on contemporary information. The two are completely indepen-
dent of each other. Yet not only do they correspond in all the main
points, but they also complete each other. Ne can only find out who

* "Njal's Saga" translated by Carl F. Bayerschmidt and Lee M. Hollan-
der, 1955. See page 356. (Translator's note.)
** "Annals of the Kingdom of Ireland" by the Four Masters, from the
Earliest Period to the Year 1616. Translated by John O'Donovan,
1851. Page 773.
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Brodhir and Sigtrygg were from the Irish Annasls. Sigurd Lzudrisson
is the name of Sichfrith, Lodar's scon. Sigfrith is in foct the
correct Anglo-Saxon form of the ancient Norse name, Sigurd. In Ire-
land, Scandinavian names - 60 ; n the Annals —
in the ’owSaxon forms not in b The names

the Szcan-
ancient

The Nar
; were tnrown back

he noxthern part of Dul
dir slew King Brlang

le are quite informative
that time. There are not
abl ing
s dces not prevent Prof-
e adowy conf ct” ({ 11.

at ocur reports on this Baf
nsidering the pdrbprluy c
many 1lth tUIy battles on which such reli
accounts are avallable from both sides. Tt
ssor Goldwin Smith from describing it as a
tsta™ o, 48) . Certainly, the most rcbust fac

a "shadowy" form in our learned Professor's head,
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After their defeat at Clontarf, the Norse raids became less freque
and less dangerous. The Dublir Norsemen soon c<sme under the demin-
ation of the neighbouring Irish princes, and. af one ¢r two gen-
erations, dissppeared amongst the native population. The only ze-
compense the Irish got for the devastation caused by the Scandinavi-
ns was three or four cities and the beginning of a trading bourgeoi-

ahns
sie.

er back we go into history, the more the characteristi
Tace

used t inguish between different peoples of the same ra is
appear. I'his is partly because of the nature of our sources, which
become briefer and contain only the most essential infermation, and
partly because of a development in the peoples themselves. The
nearer you go tc the original stock, the more individual branches of
it resemble each other. Jacob Gr

imm has always quite correctly

# See note 12 on page 47.
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treated the information given by Roman historians, who describsd the
War of the Cimbri, Adam of Bremen and Saxo Grammaticus, all the lit-
erary written records from "Beowulf'" and "Hildebrandslied" tc the
"Eddas" and the sagas, all the books of law from the leges barborum*
to the ancient Danish and Scandinavian laws, and old Germanic judicial
procedures as equally valuable scurces for enlightenment on the German
national character, customs and legal conditions. It is true that
special characteristics are purely local, but the character raflected
in them is common to the whole race; and the older are the sources
used, the more do local differences disappear.

Just as the Scendinavians and the Germans differed less in the 7th

and 8th centuries than they do today, so also must the Irish Celts and
the Gallic Celts have had a greater resemblance originally, than do
present-day Irishmen and Frenchmen. This is the reason why we should
not be surprised when we find that the very characteristics which Csesar
reports of the Gauls are ascribed to the Irish by Giraldus some twelve
hundred years later, and which, furthermore, are discernable in the Irish
national character even today, in spite of the admixture of Germanic
blcod...**¥

NOTES

ONE The reference is to the Collection "Rerum Hibernicarum Scriptor-

es", which appeared in 1814 and 1825/26 in four volumes, publish-
ed by Charles O'Connor.

This work contains the first publication of a part of the "Annales 1V

. Magistrorum" as well as the "Annales Tigernachi", which were written

~ between the 11th and 15th centuries and cover events after the 3rd cen-

~tury, also of the "Annales Ultonienses", which were composed by various
chroniclers of the 15-17th centuries and report events since the middle

of the 3th century, as well as the "Annales Inisfalensis" mentioned by

Engels later on (the beginning of their compilstion is usuaslly estimated

at spproximately 1215, the presentation of events is continued until 1318).

TWO Saerrsth and Daerrath - two kinds of ownership in Ancient Irelznd,

whereby the owner - usually an ordinary member of the community -
was given the use of cattle usually, but later also land, by the
leader of the Clan or fsmily and by other representastives of the family-
nobility. This ownership was connected with a partizl loss of personal
freedom (to a greater degree in the form of Dserrsth than in the form of

*  See notes 13 and 14 on page 47.
** See note 15 on page 47.
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Engels' instructicn to 'see below’ refers to the section of this

chapter which remained unwritten.

THREE This explanation was given by Huxley in an open lecture
on the theme "The aﬂcestarr and predecesssrs of the Eno-
lish people", wh he gave in Manchester c¢n the 9th Jan.

1870. The Manchester Examiner and Times of the 12th January 1870

carries a full account of the lecture.

Ee dR Charles Fo”rrier, "Le nouvezu monde industriel et socie-

taire, ou invention du procede d'industrie attrayante et
naturelle distribuee en series psssionees," Psris, 18290.
See psge 3990f this edition for Engels' reference.

EITNE The "Poems of Ossian" were written by the Scottish poet
P
Mzcpherson, who published them in the yesrs 1760-1765

as works, allegedly originsting from the legendery Cel-
tic bsrd, Ossian. The poems sre set in z background which is
ATt l; ancient Irish and partly lster Scots.

= =
Se

5 I X The references are to the following work

Claudianus, "De 1V consulatu Honorli Aug. Panegvricus':
b
it

J')

Isidorus Hispalensis, "Etymologiarum Libri XX";
Beda Venerabilis, ”H;atorlae Ecclesiasticae Librz
Anonymus Ravennatis, "De Geographia Libri Quinqu
Eginharto, "Vita et Gesta Carili Magni";

Alfred the Grest, "Anglo-Saxon version of the Historian Orosius".

Deutschen aﬁd die Na wbafstamme" b} K Ze iS55 pages HEB-D6Y ot
the edition which appcared in Munich in '&3,
SEVEN "Triads” - Welsh works of the Middle Ages, composed in

an original poetic~form adopted from the anclent Celts
of Wales. Characteristic of these i1s the use of triple
quantities of persons, objects and apparitions. According to the
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contents the "Triads" are divided into history, theology, law, poetry,
and learning. - The earliest "Triads" were composed not later than the
10th century, but surviving manuscript descriptions of these works re-
fer to the 12th-15th centuries.

B T it T Alexandrian-Neoplatonic School - a mystic trend in ancient
philosophy, which arose in the 3rd century a.d. in Alexand-
ria (Egypt) and was the expression of the ideology of the

slave-owning aristocracy in the decaying pericd of the Reman State. The

objective idealism of Plato as well a&s the ideslistic side of Aristotle's
teaching, which was developed in the neo-platonic philcsophy to the rec-
ognition of goedly origin, served az socurces for neo-platonism. In the

Sth century a.d., one of the unknown adherents of the neo-platonic scheool

signed his works, in which the altempt had been made to merge Christien

teaching with neo-platonism, with the name of the first Christian Bishop
of Athens, Dionysius Arecpagita.

N I NE The "Haraldsaga" recounts the heroic deeds and the life of the
Norwegian King Harold, the founder of the dynasty Harfagr
('Fine Hair'). It was written dewn at the beginning of the

13th century by the mediaeval Icelandic poet and chronicler, Snorri Stur-

lusson. The saga is contained in his book, "Heimskringla", in which

the history of Norwegian kings from the most ancient times to the 12th

century is given.

TEN "Kr3kumfl" - (Song of the Kraka). Ragnar Lodbrok, King of
Denmark, is generally believed to have lived in the 9th cen-
tury. After a variety of adventures, he was at last made pris-—
oner by Ella, a Northumbrian prince. He was condemned to die by the
bite of vipers, and is reported to have sung this song, describing his
exploits in battle, while the poison was taking its effect. According
to tradition,; Kraka, Ragnar's wife, sang this song to their children,

in order to spur them on to avengeing their father. The text Engels
used was from "Altnordishces Lesebuch", by Frantz Eduard Christoph
Diotrich, Leipzig, 1864. Pages 73--80. .

There is a very weak translation of the work by the Rev. James John—
stone: '"Lodbrokar Quidas; or the death-song of Lodbroc". The trans-—
lation used in the text is from the German one given by Engels.

ELEVEN "Niflssaga" - One of the most popular Icelandic sagas.
\ According to the lstest research it was written down at
the end of the 13th century from oral tradition and older
written records. The main subject of the saga is the life and death
of the Icelandic Hawdings (representative of the family aristocracy)
Gunnar, and of his friend, the wise and peace-loving Bondes (free
peasant) Nial, an expert and commentator on the ancient customs and
laws . Iwo historical events are covered: the history of the Chris-

b}

46.




ion of Icelend on the threshold of the 10th-11th centuries;
hozsemen*s battle agai : el King Brisn Borumha, Tt
showed, an aut H the study of one of the
‘ bsiaf Llh - the victory of
t Norse inva - Engels used the
text from "Altnordisches Lesebuch' pages 103-108.
TWELYVE According to more recent research the place menticned
in the "Niflssaga" is to be resd as Kankaraborg or Xin-
cora, the residence of King Brian in Munster.

entuzry = !

It is the oldes® surviving German saga.
"Edda"™ - A collection

neroes of the Scandinavian peopless it

from the 13th century, and was discover

SIPLHS&OW in 1643. The songs in the "

society in the period of the decay of ti

gration of the nations.

FO UB'TEEN leges Barborum - Accounts o
rious Germsnic tribes i
5th and 9th centuries.

the legesl customs of
e period between the
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EE EE N Here Engels' handwriting bresks off. From the
plan for the second chapter of his werk cn the
history of Ireland, it am@rges thet Engels also
wanted to deal with the Clan system, land-cwnership and the ancient
Irish lsws in this chapter.
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NOTES FROM THE HLSTORY OFEF IRELAND

h have been able to reconcile the people of s great variety
¢ their rule. The Welsh, who held so tenaciously to their
n y and language, have completely disappeared within the Brit-
ish state. The Scottish Celts, though rebellious up to 1745%, have
since then been almost completely exteérminated first by the Gevernment
and then by their own aristocracy, and have ncw no thought of rebellion.

The French of the Channel Isles fought furiously against France during
the great Revolution. And even the Frisians cf Heligoland are satis-
fied with their lot; And it may be a long time yet before even the
laurels of Sadowa** arouse their hurt cries for unification with the
great fatherland. Only the Irish were too much for the English. The
son for this is the terrific recuperative powers of the Irish race.
er the most gruesome suppression, after every attempt to exterminate
nem, the Irish were, after a short respite, stronger than ever befcre.
They absorbed their main strength from the very foreign garrison imposed
on them to suppress them. Within two generations, often within one,
the foreigners became more Irish than the Irish, Hibernlores ipsis Hi-
bernis. The more the Irish accepted the English language and forgot
the Irish, the Irisher they became.

ea
\ft
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*

The bourgeoisie turns everything into a commodity, even the writing
of history. It is part of their being, of their conditions of ex-
istence, to debase all goods: they debase the writing of history.
And the best-pald historians are the ones best able to falsify his-
tory for the purposes of the bourgecisie. Witness Macaulsy, who,
for that very reason, is the inept G. Smith's unattained psragon.

*

The agrarian murders in Ireland can not be suppressed as_long as
they are cthe only effective remedy against the extermination of the
people by the landlords. They are effective, that is why they con-
tinue, and why they will continue, in spite of all the coercion
laws. Thelr number varies, as it does with all social phenomena;
they could even become epidemic in certain circumstances, that is,
occur in completely meaningless situations. The epidemic can be
suppressed, but not the sickness itself.

*
WRITTEN BETWEEN MAY AND MID-JULY 1870 - FROM THE MANUSCRIPT,

* See Note 1 on page 50.

**% See note 2 on page 50.
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OBSERVATIONS FOR THE PREFACE TO A COLLECTION OF IRISH SONGS *

Some Iri

three to

this time 2
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perseon - wer

in his castle [ er 5
persecuted by hy, who correctly saw jn them the maiu channe 1
of the nationa =nglish tradition. Ancient songs abocut the
victeries of F amhal (whom Macpherseon stole from the Irish ard
turned into a ¢ under the name Fingal in his "Ossian” *%, which 1is
based ‘ Irish Song5)5 ' £ i
palas !

about

men ) Eal rxeuervcd

celebrated *hﬂ hagt,~

il ch
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ks 'd transfo a
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tholic priests, snd had died out by the keginning of this
ir nemes are unknown, of their poetry only fragments
the most beautiful lega:y ihey have left their enslaved,
hqt unconquered people is thelr music.
Irish poems sre &ll written in four line verses, For this resson 2
four line rhythm lies at the basis of nearly all Irish melodies.
Sometimes it may be 2 little hidden, and frequently a refrain or
chorus on the harp sccempsnies it. Some of these songs zre still
known by their Irish names or first lines, even in those considerable
parts of Izeland where Irish is spoken only by the old people or even
not at all. The greater pert, which is later, has English names or

texts however.

I'he melarcholy dominating most of these songs is still the expression
of the national disposition todav. How can it ke ctherwise amongst
a pecple whose conguerors are always inventing new3 ip~to-date meth-
ods of gppression. The latest was introduced forty
vea 10 pushed to the extreme in the Iaﬁ +NCn'y ye consists

ge and 5

ing Irishmen from their homes and farms - vhlah, Ireland, is
the same as driving them from the countryv. Since 1841 the populatiocon
has dropped by two and a half millions, d over three million Irish-
men have emigrated. All this has been done for the profit of the
large landowners of English descent, and on their instigation. If it
goes on like this .for another 30 years, there will be Irishmen only in
America.

WRITTEN ABOUT THE 5th JULY, 1870. FROM THE MANUSCRIPT.

[s1]
o)
O

*See note 3 on page 50. ** See note 5 on page 45.
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NOTES

ONE The uprising which occurred in 1745 in the Scottish Highlands,
was the peasants' answer to the suppression and the driving from
land and soil, which occurred in the interests of the Anglo-

Scottish land-aristocracy and bourgecisle. A part of the aristocracy

in the Scottish highlands, which was interested in the retention of

the feudal-patriarchal clan-system, and which supported the claims of
the representative of the overthrown dynasty of the Stuarts on the

English throne, took advantage of the dissatisfaction of the highland

-ars. Declared aim of the uprising was to set Cherles-Edward, a grand

-son of James II, on the throne. The suppression of the rising, res-

uited in the annihilation of the Clan-system in the Scottish highlands,

and the strengthening of the process of the driving out of the Scotti-
sh peasantry from the land.

TWO The island of Heligoland, first settled by the Friesians, went
into Danish ownership in the 18th century. In 1807 Heligoland
was taken into possession by England during the Anglo-Danish War

(1807-1814) and in 1814 after the Kiel peace treaty it was ceded to

England by Denmark. This treaty was later ratified by the Vienna tre-

aties of 1815. In 1890 England swapped Heligoland for Zanzibar with

Germany .

THREE  Engels wrote these observations at the request of Marx's eld-
est daughter, Jenny. They were destined for the collection of
songs, "Erin's Harp". Jenny Marx sent Engels' observations to

Dr. Kugelmann in Hanover on the 17th July, 1870 for redirection to

Joseph Risse, who edited and published the collection. Judging from

the edition of Erin's Harp which appeared in 1870 in Hanover, Engels'

€ not used in the foreword. They were first published
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Clontarf. P 40-, 49

Brodhir, died 1014, Norse Vikings; killed King Brian Borumha during
the Battle of Clontarf. p40-,

Burns, Mary, died 1863, Irish worker, first wife of Engels. p3
Burns, Lydia (Lizzy), 1827-1878, Irish worker, toock part in the Irish

national liberation movement, Engels’ second wife, sister of
Mary Burns. p3 )

Butt, Isaac, 1813-1879, Irish lawyer and politician, Liberal MP. pé6

Caird, James, 1816 - 1892, Scottish agronomist, Liberal MP, wrote
many books on the Land Question in England and Ireland. pl8,19

Cairnech, 5th century, took part in the collecting of "Senchus Mor"
a book of anclent Irish Lews. p31

2

Camden, William, 1551-1623, p33

Campion, Edmund, 1540-1581, wrote the "History of Ireland", p33

Carolan or O;Carolan, Torlogh, 1670-1738, Irish bard, wrote many folk
songs. p49

Cezsar, Gajus Julius, approx. 100-44, Roman Generzl and statesman. pd4

Celestius, c410, disciple of Pelagius. p36

Cimboath, 3rd century ruler of ancient Ulster, mentioned in one of the
chronicles. p33

Charles 2nd. the 'Bald', 827-877, King of France between 840-877. p3B

s _the Great, approx. 742-814, King of the Franks between 769 and
8003 Roman Emperor between 800 and 814. p38

Claudianus (Claudius), 4th century ancient Roman poet of Greek origin.
p36

Colestius (Calestius), middle of the 4th century to the beginning of
Othy Irish monk and missionary. p36

Columba, approx. 521-597, Irish missionary, spread Christisnity in
Scdotland. p37

Loxe, Bth century, King of Munster, according to the Iris chronicles
took part in collecting the "Senchus Mor", the ancient Irish
book of Laws. p31

Cormac Mac Cuilennain, 836-908, King and Bishop of Cashel between 901
and 908. p32
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Cormsc Ulfadha, 3rd centwry King of Ireland. p36

Cromwell, Oliver, 1599«1658, English statesman, leader of the baurge-

) oisie during the bourgeois revolution in the 17th century,
Commznder-in-Chief of the Irish army and Vice-Regent of Ireland
after 1649, Lord Protector of England, Scotland and Ireland
between 1653 and 1658. p6t, 490

Daire, 5th century, one of the iulers of Ulster, took part in collec-
ting the Senchus- Mor, the book of ancient Irish Lsws. p3l

Davies, Sir John, 1569-1626, British statesman, poet, wrote a number
of ‘books on Irish history, Attorney-General for Ireland bet-
ween 1609 and 1619, adherent of the English policy of colonipi-~
ng Ireland. p6,7,33 '

Diodor(us) Siculus of Sicily, approx 80-29, Greek historian, wrote
"Bibliothecae Historicae". .p34

Dionvsius.Areopagita, lst century, first Bishop of Athens. p38,46-'

Dubthach, 5th century, Irish poet laureate, took part in the collect-
ing of the ancient Irish Laws, "Senchus Mor". p31 =

Duffy, Edward, 1840-1868, one of the leaders of the IRB, organised
the Fenian movement in the West of Ireland, died in prison. p6

Dungal, died approx 827, Irish monk, scholar and poet, was summoned
to Pavia to teach there. p38

Edda, pd4,47

Eginhard, approx 770-840, French historian, biographer of Charles the
Great. p36,45

Elizabeth, 1533-1603, Queen of Englend. p49

Ellz (Aella), died 867, King of Northnumberland between approximstely
852-867. p39,46 _ e

Erdmann, Johann Eduard, 1805-1892, philosopher. p38

Erigena, Johannes-Scotus, approximately 810-877, philosopher, theolo-
gian and translator, of Irish origin. p38

Fergus, 5th century Irish poet, took part in collecting the Senchus
Mor. p3l

Fourrier, Francois—Marie-Charles, 1772-1837, French Utopian Socialist.
p35,45

Finn Mac Cumhal (Cumhaill) hero of an Irish epic poem, re-organised
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the Irish army, according to tradition. p36, 49

Fridolin, 6th century Irish missionary, spread Christianity amongst
the Alemanni of the Upper Rhine. p37

Gallus (Gall), approx. 550-643, preacher of Christianity of Irish
origin. p37

Gennadius, 5th century gaelic writer. p36

Giraldus Cambrensis (Sylvester Gerald Barry), 1148-1220 approx.
English writer, took part in a military expedition agzinst the
Irish, wrote a number of books about Ireland. p7.,33-,39.,44

Graves, Charles, 1812-1899, Irish scientist and mathematician, member
of the Government Commission appointed to translate and publish
ancient Irish laws between 1852 and 1869, Bishop of Limerick
after 1866. p30

Greaves, Desmond, political activity 1940-, revisionist historian of &
commentator o Irish affairs, owner of the "Irish Democrat",
chieftain of the Connolly Asscciation. p9

Grimm, Jacob, 1812-1863, outstanding philologist and historian of cul-
ture, wrote works on the history of the German Language and laws,
on Mythology and literature. p35,43

Harald lst (H8rfagr), approx. 850-933, King of Norway between 872 and
930. p39

Hanmer, Meredith, 1543-1604, p33

Hegel, Georg Wilhelm Friedrich, 1770-1831. p38

Henry 1st, 1068-1135, King of England between 1100 and 1135. p33

i

Henry 2nd, 1133-1189, King of England 1154-1189. p27

Hieronymus, Sophronius Fusebius, approx. 340-420, theologian,of Dalm-
atian origin, translated the Bible into Latin. p36

Hildebrand, hero of the ancient German saga, "Hildebrandslied". p44,47

Huxley, Thomas Henry, 1825-1895, English naturalist, close associate
of Darwin, philosophically an inconsistent materialist. p34,45

Icidorus of Sevilla, approx. 570-636. Spanish Bishop. p36

James 1st of England and 4th of Scofland, 1566-1625. p49

Japhet, son of Noah, according to the Biblical legend one of the fat-
hers of the races which arose after the Flood. P29
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John "the Landless", approx. 1167—12169'King of England between 1199

and 1216. p33

and publisher of ancient Scand-
811-1869, English geclogist pll-
h Prefessor of Chemistry and Physics; occupied
rish economic problems pl2, 24
died 860, £t dynsst

D3 |

d the Picts and Scot
century. pl7

éTh
Kilisn, died 697, Irish missionary. p38

Kugelmann, Dr., friend of Marx and Engels. p50

Leeghaire, (loeghaire), died 458, King of ILreland, 428-458. p3l

Larcom, Sir Thomas Aiskew, 1801-1879, Irish government official. p3l

Lavergne, louis-Gabrielle-leonce, Guilhaud de, 1809-1880, French econ-
omist and politician, wrote a number of works on the economics
of farming and agriculture. p6,19

Lifford, loxd, pb

Lynch, John, 1599-1673, Irish priest, author of a number of works,
including some trandations, on Irish history. p33

Macaulay, Thomas Babington, lord, Baron of Rothley, 1800-1864, English
bourgeois historian, pelitician, Whig, MP. p48

Macpherson, Jsmes, 1736-1796, Scottish Poet, writer of the poem "Fin-
gal". p36,45,49

Mselseachlsinn 2nd, 949-1022, King of Ireland between 980-1002. p4?2

V1

Malachiss, epprox. 1094-1148, Irish Archbishop. p33
Meolmordhe, died 1014, King of Leinster, 999-1014. p40-

Merx, Jenny, 1844-1883, eldest daughter of Kerl Marx. p30

Mela, Pomponius, lst century Romen geographer. p2l

Moryson, Fynes, 1566-1630, English traveller. p33

Moses, figure from the 0ld Testament, »29

Nennius, 8th century, Welsh historian, wrote "Historia Eritonum". p37
Biaaae - 55



Notker, Labeo, 952-1022, German monk, taught in the St. Galler
monastery. p35

O'Clery, Michael, 1575-1643, Irish monk, chronicler. p29

O'Connoxr, Arthur, 1763-1852, member of the Irish national liberation
movement, 1797/98: one of the leaders of the 'United Irishmen’;
publisher of the paper, "Press". was arrested on the eve of the
Uprising, emigrated to France in 1803. p3C

Q'Ceonnozr, Fearqus Edward, 1794-1835, one of the leaders of the left
wing of the Chartist movement, founder and publisher of the
paper, "The Northern Star", reformist after 1848. p30

O'Dongcvan, John, 1809-1861, Irish philologist and historian, member

of the government commission for the translation and publicati-
on of ancient Irish legal manuscripts after 18%2. p7,29,30,31,
33

O 'Mahoney, Thaddeus, Irish philcgogist, published twe volumes of the
Senchus Mor in conjunction with Hancock. p31

Patrick, (Patricius), approx. 373-463, founder of the Catholic Church
in Ireland, and its first bishop there. p31,36,37

Patterson, William, Irish doctor, wrote "Observations on the climate
of Ireland." p24

Peel, Sir Robert, 1788-1830, British statesman and economist, leader
of the moderate Tories. pl8

Pelagius the Heretic, approx. 360-420, English theologian who was
declared a heretic because of his teaching on the Free Will.
p36

Petrie, George, 1789-1866, Irish archeologist, member of the Royal
Academy of Ireland, wrote a number of books on the archeology of
Ireland, member of the Commission appointed to translate and
publish ancient Irish legal manuscripts after 1852. p7,30,31

Plinius (Cajus Plinius Secundus), the Older, 23-79, Roman. Wrote a
"Natural History" in 37 volumes. p35

Prendergast, J.P., 1808-1893, Irish historian and liberal. pé

W
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Ptolemsus, Clsudius, 2nd century, well known mathematician, astronomer
and geographer of ancient Greece. plb

Ragnar lLodbrok, Danish Viking, legendary hero of @ Norse epic. p39,46

Rhys-szo-Tewdr, died 1093, Prince of Southern Wales from 1078-1093.
p33 o

Risse, Joseph, p50

Rossa, 5th century, Lew-scholar, took psrt in the collecting of the
"Senchus Mor". p3l

E John, 1698-1775, Irish doctor and meteorologist, wrote numerous
meteorological and medical works. p33-,

Saxo Grasmmaticus, middle of the 12th century to beginning of the 13th
century, Danish chronicler, wrote the "History of Denmark". p44

Sigtrygg, died 1042, King of the Dublin Norsemen. p4l-

Sigurd Laudrisson, (Sichfrith), 1llth century, governor of Orkneys.
p40

Smith, Goldwin, 1823-1910, English historian and economist, apologist
for English colonial policy for Ireland, emigrated to the United
States of America in 1868, lived in Canada after 187]. phs21 22
26,43,48

snorri Sturluson, approx 1178-1241, Icelandic chronicler. p39

Solinus, Cajus Julius, lst half of the 3rd century, Roman Writer.
p35

spencer, Edmund, approx 1552-1599, English poet, Secretary of the
Governor of Ireland from 1580-1582, wrote "View of the State of
Ireland"”. p33

St. Bernard, see Fernard de Clairvaux
Strebo(n), spprox 63 EC to 20 AD, Greek historian and geographer. p34

Symons, George Jsmes, 1838-1900, English meteorologist. p24,26

Thom, Alexander, 1801-1879, Irish publisher. p25

Thorgils, died spprox 844, Norse Viking. p39,40

Tigernach (Tighearnach O'Braein), died 1088, Irish abbot and Chronic-
ler. p23,29

Todd, James Henthown, 1805-1869, -Irish philologist,member of the com-
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mission appointed to translate and publish ancient Irish lawsj; pres-
ident of the royal Academy of Ireland from 1856-1860. p30

Tone, Theobald Wolfe, 1763-1798, Irish revolutionary democrat, found-
er and leader of the United Irishmen, one of the organisers of
the rising of 1798. pb6

Trench, W.S5., 1808-1872, Irish official, administered the estates of
tnglish landowners. pb

Turgesius, see Thorgils

Wakefield., Edward, 1774-1854, English statistician and agronomist.
p=423,24,25,26,36

William 3rd, of Orange, 1650-1702, governor of the Netherlands 1672-
1702, King of England 1689-1702. p49

William the Congueror, or the Bastard, Duke of Normandy, c1028-1087,
King of England 1066-1087. p27

Young, Arthur, 1741-1829, English writer, economist and agronomist.
plo—-,22,27
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