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MAGAZINE OF THE ISRAEL-PALESTINE SCCTALIST ACTION
GROUP

In January we held our first national conference, (a report of which
appears in this issue); this was our first major step ?owqr@s
initiading some kind of national co-ordination betwecen individuals
and groups with ideae gimilar to our oun. Our conference was
relatively small and this in some way was an indication of the very
serious problem which now faces us. This %8 the problem of the
growi.ig number of ultra-chauvinistic groups and individuals who are

desceribing themselves as 'Zionists'. In so doing, they are
denegating the name and making a moekery of all that ztoniem, as
defined by Forochov and otherc, standes for. In this issuc we have

devoted much space to artieles and programmes which re-staic ov»
definition of zionism in its true sensc and within its true context,
t.¢. that of the aionist part of the international coeialiest movenent.
To ail those, Le they chauvinists or pocudo-socialistu toying with
the name 'zionism', we say you are now in your 'hey-day' but the
future liecs with us and we shall have to fight to make it ours!!

Page
'Flashpoint'
Editorial - All is not quiet.
) Announcement - Israel Socialist Aetion Group (IPSAC)
and ) Change of Name.
j Programme of the Firet Soeialist Zionist Congress
) '#ill Israelis Accept a Multi-nationcl State?
)
SIACH Demonstration. - £/2/71.
IPSAG Study Groups.
) Firet National Conference of thz Isracl-Palesiine
10 ) Socialist lfetion Croup.
10 China and the Micdle Last
11 Pan-Arabism - The Unifying Force of Palestinians
and Jews
12 Part of a Letter from a Canadian Comrades in Israecl.
13 A View from 'Young MAPAM' - The Kecessity and Roture
of our Struggle
14 Reply by IPSAG
14 Wither Comrade CLiff?

; %g j Britain's Secret War. - Liberation Struggles in
)

17 the Persian Gulf.

17 Eldridge Cleaver on Zionism

18 ) How It Is.

19  Puritane Defeated

19 SIACH Raises Palestinian Flag on Campus
19 A Palestinian Congress

19 MAPAM Aid for Jordan Vietims

19 Militant Groups for Poor Israclis

20 FlashLkackpage

DWW ND v AW



g B — i

2 o
all is not quiet ¥
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From Jordan the renorts concerning the guerilla mevements indicate
seme very seriocus and sad develeorments, El Fatah have finally and
irrevocakly shown their true colours by signing a pact with
arch-recactionary Hussein. The virtual effect cf this »nact is tc make
I~ Fatah the ‘cfficial' guerilla movcment and cutlaw all the ct-crs.
Ei Fatah has now of course 'incerporated' many smaller movements into
its structure. Consequently, the already 'illegal',‘uacfficial groups'
- Habash’s Popular Frent and Hawatme's Democratic Pepular Front, have
been ferced intec a semi-clandestine existence. There are conflicting
repcrts over the questicn of whether Fawatme's group continues to
function; scme reports say that members cf this grcup have bLzen “orced
back inte Fatah as they have no cther cperaticnal framework, cothers say
on the basis of the fact that the group's radic and weckly r2wsparer
¢ ntinue tc functicn irregularly - that they are still enerztive.
(There is nc evidence that the D.P.F.L.P. actually produce the newspaper
and run the radio). Vhatever the truth turns out te be, there is
little doubt that the ferces of the left in the ruerilla movemeont are
severely depleted. The chauvinists have wen a majer, even if temporary,
victory. This state of affairs suits 211 the reacticnariecs in the
West Aisia fronm the oil rich sheikhs of Dhofar, to the feudal overlerd
Fiesal of Saudi Arabia, to the bureaucrats in Cairo and the chauvinists
in Israel. A socialist guerilla movermert cculéd hzve heen 2 threat to
the existence of all these pecnle, a serviie 'well-discipiined' move-
ment firmly under the thumb of reacticnary elements is the ideal pawn
with which the reactionary Arat governments can versuade their werkine
masses to ignere the class struggle and concentrate their 2fferts en
the defeat cf ~ 'foreign enemy' - the real class oenemies beine loft
unnmclested at home.

However much we must have faith in the eventual evoluticn cf =2
truly socialist guerilla mcvement, it is neccessary to admit that at the
rresent time this force has not emerged. It seems likely th=zt a
'united' guerilia movement, nessibly 2 cembinaticn of the P.F.L.P., the
D.P.F.L.P. and Al Siuqa (as thec main compenents) will new be formed.

It is alsc supggested that Dr. George Pabash will be asked to lead this
ercup. £ this is the case, we can btc sure that this groun will not
take on any pesitive socialist cheracteristics (merely retaining the
rhetoric of socialism) and if the perscnal example of Fabash is auything
to go ty, it is inevitable that this group will become the victim of
constant betrayals - it is to be rcmembered that Fabash was "unavoidably
detained' in Kerea during the active pericd of the Jordan crisis.
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will be
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Against this background we must examine the way forward -=d
cprreciate that the road to revolutionary socialism in West Asiz
a long and hazardous road. In the immediate future, we may well

to give suppcrt te groups whick are at best against chauvini-==2 an

worst the propogotors of 2 redundant literal ideclogy. At th= present
time any kind of united Freont against reactionaries in 2 situatio
monnting rcactien is a positive sten forward: it is becyend dcubt that
ultimately the masses will appreciate the necessity of demanding a
socialist system, all cther systems havine failed te mect their demands.
This does net mean that socialists should cease to put forward

soccialist pregrammes and consistently encourage class wartfare, but is
mevrely a suggestion that for tactical reasens, a2t the present staze of

development, some kind cf unity of dissident proupings is impertant.




ANNOUNCEMENT

ISRAEL SOCIALIST ACTION GROUP (ISAC)

CEANCE OF NAVME

Comrades of the Israel Soctialist Aetion Group have decidgd tﬁ.cfange
the name of the above organisation to bring it more in line with our

:elared aims and objectives. We have in no way altered oux
political position. Fe feel that any group which supports both the
Jowish and Palestinian elaims to national self-determinction in the
Middle East should acknowledge this in their name. Ve have

therefore decided to call our group:-

ISRAEL-PALESTINE SOCIALIST ACTION GROUP (IPSAG)

PROGRAMME OF TI'E

FIRST SOCIALIST ZIONIST CONGRESS

In December (1970) the First Socialist Zicnist Congress was held in
‘rnoldshain (nr. Frankfurt) in CGermany. Comrades from most
countries in Curope were present, the English representative was
from the Isracl-Palestine Sccialist Action Group. Below we print
the amended, minimal programme agreed to by the participants cf the
Ceongress. The criginal draft was presented by Dany Diner and
Marek Glezerman from the Borcchov Groun, Germany.

PREAMBLE.

Sccialist-Zicnism is the Zionist part of
international socialism.

It cffers the Jewish pcople emancipation as toth
Jews and human beings.

Ye recognise the theoretical possibility of true
socialist emancipation for Jews as individuals,
in any country.

But for the Jews as a people, there is no
alternative to Socialist-Zicnism.

1. Zicnism is the national 2nd socic-emancipaticn moverment ~f the
Jewish peeople. Its territorialistic aspect describes the means to
this liberation, which can cnly be realised in Isracl.

By the concept of a national framecwork, zicnism offers the socic-
economic normalizaticn of the Jewish peeople. By its socialist
character, Zionism offers tc the Jewish people liberation as buman
beings. For this reason, Zicnism withcout sccialism is not a true
mnvement of emancipation. The effect nof this is to create zicnist
israelism. Ve reject the position of Isracl as a stree without the
claim of zionist emancipation and see the raiscn d'etre of Israel in
the permancnce of the zicnist revoluticn until the final aim »f
socialism is r-.ached. Abstract etatism, which rakes people inte
objects of the state instead of making the state the cbject of human
nceds is rejected; as is canaanite israelism and the concepticn of
Israel which wishes to maintain the Jewish diaspcra as an eccneomic
hinterland (chaluka-zionism).

T v =g - 4 . - - p——— -
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2 In order te form the Jewish population (whick became, through
eccnemic development in the diaspora, a2 pecple-class) intc a people
withcut classes, it is necessary, in this spccial case, to first
estatlish sccialise in cne ccuntry in order ncot tc takec on once again
for this region (i.e. Yest Asia), the function cf a peconle-class.

The tendency of our struggle must however be directed tovards the
furtker develepment of proleterian internaticnalism. For we arc not
the seccialist part of zicnism, btut the zicnist part cof internaticnal
socialism.

3 fccording to Borochov, thke class interests cf the Jewish
nroletariat are, as before, our starting peint, sccialism the goal of our
our strugele, ziecnisr the mainpoint of our ninimal programme. Today

we add that our struggle for the recegnition of the naticnal richts
of the Palestinians, has becnme a conditicn sine qua non for the
fulfilment of our zicnist programne. This means that without
recognitirn of the Palestinians as a nation 2nd the emancipaticn cf
the Palestinians as a nation, our own emancipaticn (national as well
as sccial) will be hindered 2nd disturbed; for ne pecople which
sunpresses another can be free.

4. Ve believe that naticnal and social liberatien must be conducted
at the very same momcnt and not in twe distinctive stapes. Pesides
cur fight in the internaticnal class struggle, we suppnrt every
attempt at classpclarisaticn and the intensificaticn of class-
strugele inside the Jcwish peconle, in Israel as well as in the
liaspora.

33 It is the Palestinians and curselves whn 2re the forces which
cught to contribute teo the particularisation and de-chauvinisation
of the Yest-Asian region because they oppose a natiocnalist idcolepy
of unificaticn - pan-Aratism, whichk stimulates a faise 'zicnism'.
The existence of the Palestinians as a nation is dialectically

cennected to surs. By mutual natiecnal recoeniticn, the way for

revoluticnary co-cperation is cpenm up to the creation of socialist
unity in the wkole of Yest Asia.

6. Py the gecpnlitical positicn cf the Yest Asian repion, it is
predisposed to be the central otject cf the imperialistic glcbal
strategies of the Fig Powers in history and especially today. The
pecples and nations ¢f this region must reccgnise that only unity can
transform them from an existence as the cbject of histery ard the:

Fig Powvers intc the subject cf their cwn destinies.

Their strategic nositicn and the eauality of interests with the
revelutionary forces of the “Third World”, gives them a place of a
vanguard, which entails a challenge te fulfil » historic
responsibility.

A FURTHEER CONCRESS WILL BE HELD IN BRUSSELS DURING MARCH
OF THEIS YEAR. A DEVELOPMENT OF THE ABOVE PROGRAMME WILL
EE DISCUSSED AND WE HOPE TO BE ABLE TO GIVE A FULL
REPORT IN THE HEXT ISSUE OF 'FLASHPOINT'.
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THE POSSIBILITY OF A CHANGE IN 2

ATTITUDES IN THE MIDDLE EAST

(e eneas Marxis &5 are vell aware that atti tudes are esac;iéaﬁlq
motl vated by mateni al condi tiow, ¢ (s neces s any fon us to comdiden

the preeis e process es whene by atti tudes can te charged as part of a
gryuwing 5 ocl alis t avaneness .

INTERNATIONAL SOCIAL COHESTON

""Social cohesion is only effective when it has a psycholcgical
counterpart in the feelings of members of the group. But whether
such feelings can be created artificially by Education and Gevernment
Propaganda is a question of great impertance to the political future
of mankind.” Se spcke Bertrand Russcl and with the weight that he
cives to the auestion of sccial cochesien, much ethical backing is
given to the pregramme of Socialist Zionists. But he alsc defines the
rezl problem for Socialist Zicnists, the need te invelve Israelis in
the change to a multi-national state.

Te praise secial cohesien should not be necessary. Social
cochesion with 2 related interdependence of people is gencrally a
situation of peace. This is our aim for Jews and Arabs.

INNATE HUMAN AGGPESSION

What of innate human resistance te social cohesion? I am not

considéering here ‘“attitudes" vhich are thought to be 1learned, but
a basic drive.

Russcl claims “the real chstacle to world wide socjal cchesion is
in individual sculs. They are the pleasures that we derive from
batred, malice and cruelty".

Mest psychelogical theught, in fact, supports the cxistence cf
an innate human agoression. Freud claimed that it came from the
frustration of a dezth wish, while Melanie Klein sow o relation hetween <
thc dependancy of infants, and aggressinnm.,

And so scme form of apggressicn can be considered as a relatively
automatic functim of the mind. This dees not mean that the Canitalists
and Censervatives are cerrect in declaring Puman Naturc evil, and that
is that.

1,1,
VE DON'T NEED VAR IN THE “AY OF OUR LIVES

The aggressicn exists but it cnly releases itself apainst others
in the ripght environment~l cenditieons for it to flourish.

If proef of this is needed, censider the people who are the corc
cf this discussion: Israelis compared with Diaspora Jews. In Isracl,
there is nct cnly the cppoertunity for ageressicn but a need for aggros-
sicn. And it shows, as Irving Karowitz in “New Secicty” (Ccteober 1970)
noted: “In place of meekness, arrogance .... in place of survival by
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ary means, there emerges an emphasis on the warrior instinct.”

Thus the innate drive exists, but it is not necessarily external
or always with blood. We don't need war.

THE ISRAELI ATTITUDE.

The Israeli looking at a multi national state will say "impossible™.
This is his attitude and as it is important to him it is not a short
term opinion but a "basic personality trait."

This basic attitude is learne¢ in childhocod. TI. D Helloranm in
"Attitude Formation and Change" sa

"The child gradually internalizes the controlling features c¢{ his
social cultural envirconment in the form of attitudes, heliofs and
values."

Whether the attitude survives dzpends on the groups with whomr the
individual refers, in later life. Ir Israecl the whole Nation acting
as a reference group reinferces the attitude.

THE JUWISH VARNISH,

What the Israeli child learms is his pogition in a persecuted roce,
now in a State where he is no longer persecuted - but wvhere he must
tight Arabs for survival.

This is the Jewish background. It is a varnish over the whole
personality.

NATIONAL ISOLATION

Finally the State of Israel is isolated. This is vhy the State
ca exert such confermity pressures on the individual,

Israelis show the symptoms of the lack of external stimulants,
despite access to the World Press and Hews. V. Laskshanono Rao of
UNESCO noted one of these symptoms, in isolated villages in India
pecple are much more irnclined te talk than to listen. I have noticead
this quality in Israelis.

TC CEANGE THE ATTITUDE.

laving briefly described the personality which we must chonze for
social cohesion, I must say that I dec pot intend to give a step Ly step
account of how ts remould the Israeli. All I want tc do is to show
th:t we can understand, we can change and we can achieve.

Education and Propaganda can remculd. Education (i.e. preseunting
argument) to the young and Propaganda on the clder Israclis.
Propoaganda is not a miracle washing powder. we have to bhewaze of
unexpected results. For example there are problems in using "fear" as
a weapon. TIf fear is too great, people worry moré about the emotion
of the fear itself than on how to reduce it.

FRUSTRATION IS THE STRONGEST TCGOL OF PROPAGANDA.

Propaganda used the cmotions of love, hate, anger, fear, guilt.
It uses the emotional needs-— of feeling that issues are simple, the need
© belong, to need tc pinpoint an enemy to blame. The Propagandist knows
the use of leaders and the appeal of authority to greuns and crowds.

Playing with these emotions, the Propagandist creates displcasure
with the present situation. Frustration is the strongest tocl of
Prcpaganda.
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THE TIME TC THINK.
It is not difficrlt to imagine thc vee ¢f thaee teckiiques of
Propaganda for the prugzramme of the Socialist 2icavst.

However what Isrcelis will need more tharm gtane peorlY ¢ vill be
a stable State, less work, less fighting and more tine "o GiUK.

In future "Flashpointe" I hope to corsiler specific cpilication
to Israelis and Arats. Euat at least, I ferl that this svi >le has
shwn that we can understand, we can change ard we can acu.evz.

STEVE F. ITH.

IACH DEMONSTRATION - 5/2/71.

SIACH (The Isracl New Left Group) have again organiscd a militant
demonstration in Jerusalem, in collaboratien with a group apparently
calling themselves 'Black Panthers' they were protesting apgainst
army oppression in the Gaza Strip. During the demonstration SIACH
romrades had to fight with youns wmembers of the Herut (Right wing
annexationist) Party. The fuzz loc™ed on and did nothing to separa »
the two proups. This was not the case durinpg anothor
demonstration on a similar theme eryaniced by the Esolam Hazeh Party

(left of centre, Prec=peace group), presumably those more 'respectable'
praesters warranted police protection.

The demonstration Sserves to show the considerable cocurage of SI ACH
comrades who have fought a consistent struggle for the recognition of
beth Palestinian and Jewish rights to naticnal self-determination in
West Asia. The current mounting trend of chauvanist feeling
throughout West Asia will only be defeated by groups like SIACH who
have been consistent in their political position.

READING UNIVE@SITI

IPSAG __LiUDY GROUFS

MEET EVERY THURSDAY

The current theme of discussion is a reappraisal of the Borochovist
approach to Socialist Zi-nism.

MOST MEZTTRGS IN CHILDS dALL

FRITEDS ROOM AT £.00 p.m .




9

FIRST NATIONAL CONFERENCE CF THE
ISRAEL-PALESTINE SOCIALIST ACTION
CROUP -

At this our first c:nfc@cncc we felt the ncced to bring together
people from England (and, as it turned cut, frow abroad also) whe had
a genuine Interest in establishing some kind of sccialist confederation
of Midde Eastern states; and, as most of the participants were Jews,
to establish a working basis for a Sccialist-Zicaist platform. We
wanted groups to be formed in other colleges zud to initiate 2
dialogue with Arab and sccialist students on the problems snd tasks
ahead in bringing revelutionary socialism to this areca. /At present
some of the mcst valuable contzacts between Jews 2nd Arabs are baing
made outside the area cf direct confrontation.

In all, 2beout 65 people attended the conference, 15 chservers
from England, Holland, Belgium, Israel and Swiczerlaud, and 50
representatives from English colleges and organisations.

The conference was divided into four main sections, the first was
introduced by Gabriel Moked from Revolutionary iIsraeli Studo:ts in
Englam. The position he advocated, similar to that of IPSAG,
genaated discussion on the nature cof class struggle in the Mid 1o Eest,

o0

the impossibility of "stages® in revolutionary develo ment, o: %1 t-he
| y 4 y p

necessity of waging class struggle at the same time as encuri ¢ the
ripht to national self-determination of all penples ir the re.icn.
lis ideas on the nature of a socialist Confederation in the 2rea were
debated. The position of the Palestinians and the possibilities of
forming a united front of all leftist forces was regrettably seen 23

a digant aspiration.

The discussion of tactics for establishing groups in other
Universities revealed a fairly seriocus split in the ccn. cence. The
basis of the disagreement was bLecween those whe were nen “rs of MAPAM
(the United Workers Party) and those who believed in the parsuance of
a more revolutionary line, free of MAPAM'S influence.

The longest session of the day wes introduced by Dann:- Diner of

the Borechov group in Germany, penerally regarded as the .eading

ideclogist of the Soncialist Ziouist Movemen: in Europe. L2 rececnt
analysis of the work of Ber Borcchev (Founder of the Scei. ict

Zionist Movement) was the basi: of discussion. Firscly, - rejected
Borochov's notion of 'stages iun the class struggle, insiciiag that
zionism was impossible without the initial victory of sccialiem.
Zionism without socialism was an abstractioun, he explained, and that tl
territcrial aspects of zionism necessitated the creation of a Jewish
state in Israel. This meant that if Zionist aspirations wera to be

fulfilled we should recognise the Palestinian struggle for nacicnal and
sccial emancipation, as the Jews will never be a free nation if they
are responsible for suppressing another. The necessity to intensifty
the class struggle both inside the Jewish people and in Israel is of
prime importance. 'We must fight the rising tide of Jewish ch-uviniem
which is werking to destroy Zionism by insisting on the occupation of
larpe areas peopled by Palestinians who would, given time, be. ‘me the
new waking class of Israel - the Jews being the middlce class -
creating cnce again the 2nonalous position of 2 Jewish people-clacss.
A discuszion followed on the possibility of pan~Arabism being the
force which might well unite the Jecws and Palestinians, and ca the
crucial posicion of the Middle East region in imperialist f.lobal
strategy. The major unresolvad questiocn was what would becoan: of the
Jewish bourgecisie?

The last session, introduced by Micha Racsal from th> Critical
Zionists of Holland, described the positicn of movements similar to
our own thoughout the world. While peointing ovt the present,
comparatively small size of these groups, he noted the apparent large

W
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number in existence. Very active groups were working in North znd
South America, especially Uruguay. Sccialist Zicnists were involved
actively with guerrilla groups fighting to overtkrow the comprador
regimes of these countries. 1In Eurcpe contact:c with Palestinians
were beginning to develop, especially throurh the Israel-Zalestine
Committee. These developments were explained by Mcry Elkiam (Belguim),
the Eurcpcan Co-ordinator of the Committee.

DAVID hHEER.

~(Thie article originally appeared in 'Shell' - ncwepaper of Reading
Univerwity Students' Union.)

CHINA AND THE MIDDLE EAST

Sovia aid to Middle Eastern countries is very well pubiiciecd

only now are people coming to recalise that China also has a
substantial interest in the area. E

B

COMMUNIST CEINESE AND SOVIET ECONOMIC GRANTS AN
CREDIT3 EXTENUED TO MIDDLE EASTERN AYD NORTH
AFRICAN COUNTRIES

1954-1268
(Dollars in NMillions)

Country Ussn Communist China

Algeria 232 5%

Iran 508

Iraq 184

Morocco L4

Somalia €O 22

South Yemen 1z

Sudan 23

Syria 233 16

Turkey 210

United Arab Republic 1,011 106

Yemen 52 _4o
Total 2,602 246

Source: U.S. Department of State, Bvureau of Intellipence 2..d Research
Communist Governments and Developing Waticns: Aid and Trade in 1G68.
Research Memorandum RSE-65 (Washington D.C., Septeuber 5,1269).

NEW MIDDLE EAST, Dec. 1970.
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PAN-ARABI

[e)

(2 Of balestinions &

~
a geoneral theoretical approach to Zionism, presented éga)

by Dany Diner to the WUJS Conference in Ircland this
year, )

The successful implementation of Jewish emancipation
within its own socialist microcosmos is being hampered by
antagonistic forces. This force is the movement of the Arab
pecples towards unity; for if one bases oncself on the unity of
the Arab region, and refers to the Arab naticn 2s an entity -
pan-Arabism - the inevitable consequence concerning our
existence is a sharply contradictory position towards pan-
Arabism, 2 natural incompatibility and a peneral situantinn where
our existence turns into a retarding factor concerning the
development of the wheole region. As a Palestine centred move-
ment is a natural contradiction to Arab unity and is bound to
lead to particularism in this area, our existence ir this
repion is justified as a particularistic one by thke very
existence of the Palestinisns and leads to a regicnal self-
understanding which includes various arabic and nor-arabic entit:
in the west-asian area. Thus, a framework can be created which
is not governad by national-minded ideologies, but by the desire
foreccnomic and social unity thus deing avay with nationalistic
ideclogies of intergration which in fact are hampering the
struggle of classes, hereby constituting the basis for a truely
national and sccialist emancipation. The function of ocur
existence in the west-asian regicn is dinlectically confirmed
by the particularistic attempts at emancipation cof thc
Palestinians and therefore, an arabic Palestine next to Israel
cannot be a tactical moment fcr us, but must represent cur
historical legitimation. To the same extent, as the Palestinian
emancipation as Palestinians without our emancipation will be
impossible, since their specific existence is cortradicted by
pan-Arabism to the same extent our emancipation as Jews and as
human beings without that of the Palestimns will remain a shaky
and superficial one, the destruction of which is inevitable.
Both particularisms mutually support each other and therefore,
have to take over a historic function: the introduction of a
society without classes based on national self-determination and
emancipation, which, because of 2 gecgraphic situation, must be
seen as the basis of a liberation from which tl 2 rest of mrakind
can expect valid socialist models. The introductiocu of tlis
socialist model is by no means an ideolistic fantasy, but results
from the situation of the west-asian region in general and from
the situation of Israel-Palestine, in particular, The coatrol
over this tramsit function, which is supposed to justify more
and more the interference of the Big Powers, coustitutes for the
pecples of the Third World a ey either t> further liberation
or to further enslavement. To the same extent, 25 the situation
in this country, was able to determine our histeory and our self-
understandiag, to the same extent, our fate will be cdetermined
by the over all functicn of this resien. Zionism ccn further
the liberation of the Jewish people on = territorialistic besis
only when combiming with the particularistic liberation with the
universalistic ore, whereby the first is a rre-condition toa the
second, the simultaneity of which is to Le ensured inciviczably
by complete action.

m
"
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PART OF A LETTER FROM A CANADIAN
COMRADE IN ISRAEL

The North American campus is more radical than the rest of society and
I naturally assumed students everywhere to be more open-minded than the
uneducated. I was proved wrong by the Union of Israeli Students. There
is a saying that Tel Aviv University cannot field a football tecam because
they are all right-wing. This atmosphere certainly prevailed at the
annual conference of the UIS.

In their resolution on the Middle East they called upon the Covernment
not even to consider any suggestion that calls for a te ritori-l with=-
drawal withcut offering a true peace. Not to accept anything l=2ss than
direct face to face negotiations between two warring sides of the conflict
and finally (and this takes the cake) because of our histerical right to
the Land of Israel, our peaceful intentions, and that Jews and Arabs
should live in peace in the Land of Israel, we call upon the Government to
settle all areas of the Lad of Tsrael with Jews, read: the occupied
territcories.

This chauvanistic attitude was attacked by representatives of WUJS and
cther Jewish Student Organisations of the Diaspon who were guzsts at the
conference. They threatened to break off relations with the Isrceli
students ifthis resoluticn is passed. These sane words, the cnly ones
heard at the whole conference were condemned by the Israeli rightists ‘as
being anti-Israeli and their loyalty to Israel was cguestioned by mentioning

the progressive resolutions passed at the WUJS conferecnce in September
last.

On campus SIACH is trying to organise cstudent opposition to the
reactionary policies of the UIS and so far it nas been very unsuccessful.
We of the Left are certainly feeling isclated in the midst of extreme
nationalist madness and we hope that our comrades will join us here, where

the strugpgle scems exceedingly difficult. AMICEAT.

STATEMENT BY SIACH (ISRAEL NEW LEFT)
THE FUTURE BELONGS TO 1SRALL AYD PALESTINE
(This statement was issued at the height of the fighting last Septemb
Jordan and was widely publicised in Isracl. Since then the Isrceli Govern-
z -
)

ment has returned to the Jarring talks, although this in no way
that it has recognised the national rights of the Palestinian proplc-)

the Palestinian Arab people is the main victim of the war in Jordan
against the Palestinian organisations. The rejection of the pulicy cf
these organisations doesn't rule out solidarity with the Palestinians who
are paying dearly for their struggle for naticnal sovereignty.

Whatever the results cof the fighting in Jordan, their struggle for selfi-
determination will continue.

THE FUTURE BELONGS TO THE ISRAELI AND PALESTINIAN PEOPLES THAT WILL
ESTABLISH THEIR SOVEREIGNTY SIDE BY SIDE.

The danger of Israeli intervention in Jordan hasn't passed. THE GOVERN-
MENT MUST BE WARNED AGAINST INTERVENTION IN ANY FORM. Intervention will
only deepen the chasm of hate and lessen the chances of a lasting peac=.

The Israeli Government, that has just sabotaged the Jarring talks, must
return to the conference table. It must declare its readiness to discuss
peace with all factors involved in the Israeli-Arab conflict and first
and foremost the Palestinian Arab pecple.

THE SUCCESSFUL OUTCOME OF TEE TALKS, AS WELL AS SECURIYY AND PEACE,
DEPEND ON THE MUTUAL RECOGNITIOW OF THE NATIONAL RIGHTS CF THT STATE OF
ISRAEL AND THE TPALESTINIAN ARAB PEOTLE.




A VIZW FROM "YOUNG MAPAM .

THE NECESSITY AND NATURE COF OUR STRUGCLE

The political opininns of radical and 1iberal Jewish youth in the
last three years have been formed with more controversy thar thosec of
our friends and comrades from Aifferent backgrounds - what should be
realised is that not only the dilemwas arising from the Iscael-
Palestine problem, but the situation of Jews at this stage in late
capitalism can and must be solved by the adoption of scientific
philosophiecs such as Marxist-Zionism.

The dilemma has existed for most of us over a basic symparhy for
Israel initially, and later a criticism of entrcnched attitudes neld
by our ekers and sympathy for the plight of the Palestinians, which
has been catalysed by the desire to show solidarity rather than
sympathy. This has produccd chauvinists on the one hand aand so-
called “pro-Palestinians” anti-Zionists. Illowever, those cf us in
Young MAPAM, IPSAG, the Israci-Palestinz Committees 2ad ctlcrs have
realised that the stereotyred "pro-Arzab" and “pro-Isracl" attitudes
are false, and that our "two-sided struggle” apainst both these
establishments need not be contradictory. We have iunvestipated the
situation more thoroughly and shown that by historical anzlysis the
time nature cf the conilict cannot be expressed as that eof propressive
anti-colonialists fighting an exclusivist j3ociety which is *~
definitioninmperialist. Thig is more difficult t2 exnress than the
support for the PLO's “secular democratic multi-racial state,” and
our numerous oppositions to it (at present) in a short Sbnt?HCE; Lut
the difficulty of our task should not divide us, in fa2ct, as the
media become meore saturated with the fedayeen'sviews, these o uant
a more vigorous study cf the problem turn to us. Aliso, we havce
realicsed that the only real liberaticn movement cof the Jewish nction
is Zionism, and that its past aud present mistakes cannot be aveided
by abdicating from the struggle, but by supperting its socialist winc,

One of the false impressions created is that Zicnism is a
reaction against assimilatien and internationalism - vhereas we are

trying to show it as a movement which illustr at: the fundameatal
diffecrence bertween the forced assimilation and "toleraac=" of a
nminority, and the self-expression of the minerity, which is the
absolute criterion cf a free socialist society. Since w2 have to
attack movemcnts that are even morce Jisgustiagly £fascist than normea
becanse of their genocidal aims masked in humanitarianism, we hz=ve
extreme moral duty: but our work is also meotivated by the realisati
of the Jews shaky position in the case of a mass ceonfrontation agoinst
capitalism. This necessity of alerting Jews and allying curselves

with the pogressives as the crisis in capital wec.oseas is ancther duty
of ours, since we stand to suffer directly, as has been gacwn with

the black libceration mevement in the USA and Jews.

u

-o g A

Qur task of smashing any Jewish chauvinism cr racialiom as part
of the same strugagle agesinst the fedayveen betravin- th: Joilestiniens
puts us in the part of the reveclutionaries; we have chauviri"m springing
up on 2ll sides, but progress is beiny made, 2z with the WUJZ
resclutions in the summer of this year; we cnly have trutr eom cur
side. We say "smash the Iedayeen!”at the same time as "support for
Palestinian self—ﬁaterminutfcu.', if we can soy this without
condcscension, it will iead to coexistence and sclve the Isrz:1-
Palcstine problem as we strive for real Jewish securfty and ‘reedon.

ROLERT DAVIS,
A REPLY BY I¥5AG FOLLOWS
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REPLY

Firdly we should like to make it clear that we do not believe in
the existence of a 'soctalist wing' of tre Zionist movement. This
implies recogition of the bourgecois ‘Zionict Federation' and similar
non-Ztonist bodies. We belicve that Zionism, as a minimal aim can only
be Ffulfilled by its associatior with Soeialism and therecfore we
totally rcject those non-Socialists who describe themselves as
Zionists. We cre not the soeialist wing of the Zionist movement — WE
ARE THE ZIONIST MOVEMENT.

Secondly, it seems necessary to put on record a rejeetion of your
ioose use of the word 'faseist', in this context clearly in arn incorrect
manner.

Thirdly, while agreeing with much of what you say vis-a-vis the
Pale:tinians, it is nceessary to note that you take a very negative
appruch to their national aspirations. by saying ‘smash the fedayeen'
you are automatically condeming all those elements within the
fedayeen movement which are sociclist. Had the DPFLP not been
dzstroyed it is possible that a genuincly sociclist guerilla mcvement
might have emerged, this is still a possibility. If you arec to be
genuine in suppovting the Paleztinian claims to national sclf-
determimtion you must sey that our prosent task is to cstablish contact
©vith these socialist elements ouz nain enemy being the bourgeois state
and those who wish to praserve it.

IPSAG viewe any joint activitiecs with MAPAN in a very ecircumspect
manner. While the English Pranch of MAPAM ic etill yoked to the
Soctal-Democratic Party of the same name in Israel and until MAPAM
members prove themselves as sneialist comradcs in a gencral context we
feel that co-operation in a full sensc is impossible - it is not
sufficient to take a socialist stand merely over the guestion of Weet
Asia, the role of the soeialist is to be part of the claszs struggle
wherever he hoppens to be. Many MAPAM members have shown themsclves
to be genuine comrades but overall MAPAM scems to have been the vietim
of a total capitulation to bourgeois politiecs and policies.

WITHER COMRADE CLIFF?

In 1936 Yigal Glikstein, e Palestinian Jew wrote =he fellowing as
part of an article for the left-wing Z<onist Publiecation "Lamifneh’.

Comparing Palestine with neighbourine Arab countries he concludes
'.. a Capitalist social structure begins to ccnsolidate in the Arab
village in Palestine because cf Jewish immigration, This new
structure rises relatively the fellahs® standard of living, enlarges
the proletariat war front and thus creates the basic conditions
necessary to improve the workers' situation in the country in their
war for national sociz2l liberntion.'

Yigal Glickstein left Palertine for England where he became Fnown
as Tony Cliff (the connection between the two names being obvious??).
In 1969 1I.S. member Comrade Cliff wrote (in an artic.e for an I1.8S.
pamphlet - "The struggle in the Middie East") ... 'Whatever the
motivation that broucht thz Jews in, a2n iacreasing conflict botween
Zionist egattlements and the Arabs was unavoidable. The Ar-b peasant
on his very low standard of living, suffering from cpen cr dispuised

ucenployment, was there offering his labour and product for a verw
cheap price.’ .
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BRITAIN'S SECRET WAR

LIBERATION STRUGGLES IN THE PERSTIAN GULF:

This i8 a report of a talk given by Fred EHalliday ('lew Left
Review') to an IPSAG meceting in February. While the Focus of our
activities is the Israel-Palestine situation, we feel that we eannot
view this in isolation from other liberation struggles in West Asia,
forthis reason we believe it necessary to concern ourselves with this
very vital area of confrontation with Western imperialism.

Fred Halliday made it clear that his general position ca the
Israel-Palestine conflict was an 'independent' one an! that his
presence at a meeting organ1sed by IPSAG did not 1nd1cate his positive
suppnrt or otherwise for our viewvs. i

BACKGROUND

Speaking of the background to the present situation Fred Halliday
pointed out that the whole area is extremely frapgmented, little contact
existed between the various parts, most of the inhabitants living in
the muntains of Yemen and Iman.

Britain's involvement only began in the nineteenth century when
she viewed the Gulf as an intepnral part of her ciobal imperialist
strategy. Britain's infiltra*ion was slov but decisive, althcugh at
first she concentrated on buildincs up the Pocrt of Aden for trading
pgoses she scon expanded her interescs and desirad to have political
control over the area, this she did by instsllin; her puprets as the

~rulers of various parts of the Peninsular. American invoivement was
‘only evident after the Second Werld War.

The only area which was never colonialised, due to its isolatiocn
was the Yemen. In 1962 this 'fossilized medieval Moslern state' erupced
1n~o civil war. The conflict was between the 'republicans® and the

'royalists', it soon became evident to the left wing of the republican
faction (supported by Epgypt) that the leaders of the faction were little
better than the tribal leaders of the royalists, as proof of this both
sids formed an 'alliance'

THE REVGUTION BEGINS

The left wing of the republican faction, whe were disvolutioned ko=l
with the Egyptians who clearly were involved only for their own
interests and the rest of the republicans began to call themnelves
Marxists/Leninists. (The name indicated their separatness rather tharn
their ideology). At first they attenpted infiltration of the Trades

Unions and the army, this was curtailed by a brutal repression cf the
left.

Only in South Yemen is there some reasonm for optimism. =lthough
this is very much a Britich protectorate, there is a strong cuerilla
movement. This was divided bctween pro and anti-Egyptian factions. Aft.-
June 1967 Egypt left the Yemen ané the pre-Egvptian group naturally
declined. 1In the same year tne British left Aden and the guerillas
came to power. Britaia having succesfully manzged to ssbotage ile
economy of the country hLhas left Yemen in a sad mess, their caly hope
at present is tc develep their fishing industry. Within the
government there are constant faction fights, but they have been
suffidetly united to prevent the old sultans and sheiks from coming
back across the borders with British aided forces. The generzl
position adopted by the government is to the left of Egypt. and
independance of Russia and China, K although they are recciviag =341
from the latter. Egypt, by her support of Britain's puppet gcverument
is not exctly gaining the confidence of the people!!
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CHAN - FARCE AND REPRESSION.

Oman has been a British colony since the nineteenth century -
the entire country is run by Britain, from the administraticn within
the countryto the Embassy in Britain. They have kept a number of
highly inrept Sultans on the throne, have foupht off tribal risings
and in tyrical British style have blamed the Sultans fer their
numerous misdeeds and tlunders. This ignores the somewhat obvious
fact that the Sultan is not allowed to do anything without British
permission. The last Bultan was in all senses of the word. a fool;
he attempted to close down primary schools because they were all
propagating "communist" ideas, had a massive personal army and
enctourge of slaves, he became a complete recluse after an attempt on
his 1ife in 1966. (lcst pecple in Oman believed he was dead as they
never saw him). Not only was he an eccentric but also he imposed =
most brutal rule on his country, justice was completely non-existent
and the conditions in prisons horrifying , he attempted to completely
isclate the country from the rest of the world. No one could leave
or enter (except for the British), he even went as far as having a
barbed wire fence erccted arcund the capital.

RISING IN DHOFAR.

In 1965 2 rising took place in Dhofar, a province annexed by
Oman in the late nineteenth centry. 1In many ways this is a unique
area in the region. A separatist movemeant under the influcnce of
Nasserism had started bark in 1960, only “n 1965 did fighting really
begin, by the end of last yeai most of Dhefar, except for the capital
and a little plain around it was captured by the guerillas. From
1968 1larce supplies cof Chinese aid began reaching the zuerillas. The
government's response tc the fighting was firstly to try and isolate
the liberated areas preventing food from reaching them and secondly
they attempted blanket bombing of villages and supply lines, As in
Vietnam this form of terrorism from the air failed to achieve its aims.
Britain gave her aid to this operation.

1968 - A POLITICAL PROGRAMME EMERGES.

1968 was an important year for the Popular Front, at their
Congress at this time they repudiated their past political pcsition.
And defined as their aim the struprle for "Freedom” a:d the defcut of
the British and American Imperialism. A strong auti-Nasserite foeling
ran through the Conference. TFred Halliday noted that this was about
the cnly part of the Arab world he had visited where the people
actually hated Nasser. The ideclogical direction of the puerillas v-s

clearly towards Maoism. Everywhere people are reading the 'Little

Red Book’, pictures of Mao are zbundant. The army Cegan to iusist oa
both rolitical and military trainirg.

MEANWHILE BACK AT TII F.O.

The first response of the British was to maintain a complete
silence overtue affair, then they decided to deny all respousibility
fer what was geing on. 1In zctval fart they had deciia2d 1aat the
Sultan was becoming unsnitable for their purpeses =nd that his
'Sandhurst’ trained son would be a far more efficient puppet. Having
failed to persuade the Sultan tc hand over pcwer to his sca (who
incidentally the Sultan locked up after his return from Britain) the
British engineered a 'revolt'., Despite the fact that the old Sult:a
manapged tc shoot his foot off and kill scne palace guards this was a
very brief event. The new Sultan immediately set abcut making a
number of reforms and attempting to mecdernise the adminisivation, in
this he needed the aid of foreigners. On the other haad he stepped
up the war against the gueriliia2s in Dhofar. Due to the practical
impossibility of improving commurications in the area the l:berated
areas seem to be safe, the main danger to the revolution is not =a
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physical danger but the problem of hcw to expand, withour expansicon
an inevitable degeneration will set in in the comparatively small
liberated region.

oIL

The main interest of British Imperialism in the area is cizarly
0il. There have been outbreaks of fightine all along the (ulr, this
has really been more a case of armed 1nsutrect1an rathzsr t°
puerilla warfare. The British want the various emivaios zlong the
Gulf, to proclaim their 'independence' and then jecin them t-gaticr
in a 'Union'. Britain with her superior military power w- »icd tuen
2uarantee the flow of o0oil. What the British tend to fore ¢t is th-t
wheoever is in power in Oman (for example) tiney will not (e able teo
cut off thesupply cf o0il which wculd damage their own intczests.
British bases in the area are also important as links betveen Cyprus
an¢ Singapore. 3 ritaiu maintains that her presence is onLly
continued at the Sultan's request, it is indeed fortunate that “lotue-
Britain" is prepared to extend her benevolence to those le-s
fortunate than herself, even if the aforemernticned seems to need the
persuasion of British puns and aeroplanes to assure -neuselves of
her pood intentions.

Fred Halliday outlined what he believes to be twe f.1gse the-es.
The first being that the mzin enemy in the iliddle Zas: fg¢ Israel zad
therefore all Arab courr-ie. -hould unit: agpaiast. ho-. He pciants
out that this has proved a pood mezns of divarcire tic oloss struggle
by fecusing on a remote naticnal conflict, he ernhacized tine nace: ity
for cettinued clans struggle in all the Arab countries, The second
falcz thesis being that Israal is the guardian of the cil moncpelies

of the Middle East. On the contrary, he pecinted out that Isracl bhas
a destabilizing effect in the Arab world., An ills ration of this
can be seen in the mass riots in Saudi Arabia which follo-ed the
June 1%67 defecat.

Nevertheless he emphasised that it was not possible ts Fe elay
to protest against the form of government in Israel wrtil the Arab
wrld was freed. The rights cof the Palestinians are not a matter to
be considered at a later date. Imperialism has beea the canse of
the Palestininan problem and is at the heart of thz con®l .t withirs
the Gulf. Roth problems must be solved and Imperialisw in the
Middle East must be defeated.

(Fred Halliday iz the firet Bri

7

tish Journalict to have visited th2
liberated areas cf DIOzar and Tt 18 to be hewvad that wve will be able
to learn more of what tis .appn7i.g n tbzs region and init-cie romz
kind of discussion about it in 'Flashpoint')

ELDRIDGE CLEAVER - ON ZIONIZIM [

"The parallel between the situation of the Jews at
the comingof Theodor Herzl and the prusent situation of
in Aneican is fascinatiug."

"The facts of history show that the Jews wore ahle to do
rreaively the esxme thing that Afroc-Amurica must uew (o ... The Jows
did it. It wcrked. Ncu Airo-Americcus must do the s=me thiug.”
("The Land Question™ by Eldridge Cleaver, Ramparts. Mey 1952).
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1970 - AN EXCELLENT YEAR FOR STRIKES I:f ISRAEL!

HICH

Despite the disturbing rise in chauvanistic tendcncies in
Israel the Israeli workinp class have demonstrated that they have not
losc their sense of workinp class solidarity and are not to be
defeaed by the bullshit fed them by the bourgecis press which tells
them that they are traiters in a war situation when they strike.
Needless to say the growth in capital investment and increzssing
profits,cr2ating a sizeable affluent bourgeocisie in Israel is
considered 'in the national interest.' The so called'left-winp'
press in Israel has yet apain displayed its redundancy by attempiing
to persuade the workers 'in their own interests’® to return to werk and
defer tae embarrassins class struerle until a2 later dace. '‘Davar' the
paper or the Histradluth (sc called trade union mevement) was
especially vocal in its Z2envaciation of the strikers. 'Al Hamishmar'®
the daily paper of MAP/M excelled itself during the time ~f the
Nurses strike. When it informed the nurses of its 'deerest sympathy'
with their claims but suppested that now was certainly nct the time
to persue tir2se 'just dem2-ds'. The real left oppositioa inIsrael
has 2 massive task before them!

BREAKDOWN OF THE MORE IMPORTANT STRIKES

THE TEACHERS' STRIKE - lasted six weeks, was very militant, it is to
be noted that the Teachers' Union has a fair number of SIACH membere,
in fact this is the pnly Union where they have any real foo-hold,

their presence undoubtably contributed to thz cuccess of the strike.

THAZ POST CFFICE STRIKES

The Post Office in Israel has constantly been the sc nz of
individual disputes. 1970 was no exceptioa, sorting c.eris, drivers
and postmen have 211 been out, or engaged in 'go-slows' at least
once during the year.

EL-AL MAINTENANCE CREWS

Another militant sector of industry. 1In 1970 there werc two
'po-slows'. The Histracnth attemptcd a tetal sell-cut of ties.
workers.

20WER STATION

Despire the fact that the government threatened reduv-dancics
in Ashdod % Eilatworkers continued to strike. The stcile oripinated
in Tel Aviv and was quick to sprecad.

AUTOCAR

A total shut down of the Autocar Company in Hzifa by the
workers employed there continued for around two weeks without
Histraduth support. The pay rates here are about the lowest in
industry.
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CHEMICAL AND PHOSPHATES PLANT

This plant in Haifa has been the scene of cenfinuzd ~ititont
action throughout the year. All action was ini*z:tcd =2 rarriad out
from the shop floor. The degree of militsncy cad oec . o7 icn of the
workers appoeared to surprise management avd the local Trzoe:s Council

alike

PURTTAYNS DTT-ATED

The relipous puritans who a2re attempting to place 2 rabbinien
strarglehold cver the development of Israeli culture (ard m.ny c.ner
things besides) have suffered a minor set-back when the Kness=t
(Isrzel's Parliament) rejectsd a motion proposed by Azudat Yisycecal
(the ¥ain Relxgous Party) tc ban the musical “Kfotz" \Jump). Like
"Hair" wvhich is enjoyinr a very successful run, "Kfotz" contains
nude scenes! It is to be hoped that these clerical bigagots are given
constant reminders of the fact that their ideclogy is irrelevant today.

SIACH RAISES PALISTINIAN FLAG ON CAMPUS

SIACH (Israel New Left Group) made 2 maicr demonz“wotion of
gsolitrity with thz P:lestinian people duriog Hoverbevr of Lost yzar.
On tirze cccasicns they mised tha Palestiniaza fiag «i v prC
Univirsity ts show tieir recognition cf tite riplts of tha Taiac
peoplc to national self-determination. T--s VaE a cousaraniys e
view of the fact that the Isrceli canpus .5 becowing g centire o
reaction. Scuijles ¥rocze out during the d_moastreilions
that tlhe whole incident was an end towards a poiaricatio
situation, both sides becoming mere numerous over tirce

wing students coming to sgppreciate that thev had to aci if their words
were t have any meaning. Demonstratiors also took pl:ice citside the
home of Meosh: Dayan and Deputy ¥riwe Minister, Yigal Alian.

IPSAG expresses its full sclidarity with SIACH com-ac>s.

A PALESTINTAN CCNGRES!

Plans have bcen mnade by a group of West Bark irtellectusls, most
of tkm from East Jerusalem, to establish a Palegtinian Coagress in

o,w;:Ltion to that cailed by the iaycr of Ilebronm, Sic¢ ka Ali Jeou'ri.

~h

MAPAM ATD TOR JORTAN VICTTHMS,

Dispite the anbdipguous positicn adopted by MATAM trhwa: "3 tho
Palestinian guarillas it mnst be noted that thoirx a<f-=1i%s3 during
the "Jeordan crisiz' last Scplembher 2re to be coman len.  Thay
ect,ol;uh :d a fund for the victims of the crisis cud Burwsii, the M/ PLYM
Minister for Health urged the gcverament to y:cvide hcegacel facillties

for v_ctlms in Isracl

HILT7ANT GRCUP:E FOR POOR JPRAFLTS

Repoxs ara2 renching Lendon that a2 '"Black Power' tyne movement
is emerging amoagst the Isrneli Urbam poor, ecswec:allsy ir Jeruszien
where plane fcr domonptracicns and othsy getiviciess 272 buizmg moto.,
Mozt of thege imclved are usws of Wes? Asian o0iizii who ars é-tceained
to fvzhe the 3Lsrff'agn-f-u apeinagt "bLis=h' Jews o=d& ».288 the
authioritics to sct-up aid for betiter scciel amenitics,
(- rormat ion for this eolumn has ecome from a num™er of sc. 'zeg notal?

the NJC Bulleéin, Yedion Bulletin and Le Monde ,CEFI (kzi..)
Information Bulletin.)
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