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4 September 1, the first day of the new school year. This day turned into a beautiful festival of our
people’s education, with 730 thousand pupils and students, more than one fourth of the population,
sitting on the benches of classrooms and auditoriums. In the photo: .the first day of the new school year.

Sadik Kaceli: «THE HYDRO-POWER STATION~, oil.
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Dear comrades,

We have gathered today to commemorate and celebrate a great historic event — the
Conference of Peza and the creation of the National Liberation Front, which is called the
Democratic Front today. This is an important jubilee. The forty years that have elapsed are
full of successes and victories.

The Conference of Peza was one of the many political, organizational and military acts
of our Communist Party and one of the cleverest. We were living through very dangerous mo-
ments. The Albanian people were at the crossroads: they could be wiped out or they could
live. As always, they chose the road of life. And it was precisely our Party that had made the
synthesis of the heroic struggles of the Albanian people through the centuries for freedom,
independence and democracy against many occupiers. The people had shed their blood but
had not triumphed. The Party had reached the conclusion that this would not happen again.

On April 7, 1939, when Mussolini’s fascist Italy invaded our country, the Albanian peo-
ple started their resistance. Our heroic Communist Party was formed. It found the most ap-
propriate moment to summon the Conference of Peza which pursued two aims: first, to rally
all the Albanian people, regardless of what views they held, in the National Liberation Front
and organize them for the armed struggle; second, to open to the people the prospect of
what was to be done later.

Here lies the wisdom and foresight of the Party which rallied the whole people, all
the patriots, around itself. It called on all to take part in the armed struggle, because free-
dom could not be won otherwise. This was the experience of the people. The Party did a great
thing: it did not allow the feudal-bourgeois and clerical trends to confuse this sacred struggle
through their intrigues. It was going to lead the Front itself, because it represented the ardent
desires of the Albanian people. The people understood, the enemies did not understand. We
crushed the enemies, together with the Italian and German occupiers.

At Peza the National Liberation Front was set up for the purpose I mentioned above
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and the foundations of the people’s power were laid. Our National Liberation War and our
revolution had the seizure of state power as their main aim. The fate of Albania dependedﬁl
who would seize state power. We were convinced that the people would seize power under
the leadership of the Party and nobody else. We triumphed by fighting alone within the
country, with external allies, but with great vigilance that they should not set foot here, in
| Albania. And this was one of the reasons for our great victory.
\ That is why we must thoroughly understand the importance of this great deed of our
Party, which was not accidental, but well thought out. The Party had taken into account
all the difficulties that would be raised on its road by the enemies and those who posed as
friends, but were enemies. I shall not dwell on this question, because Comrade Ramiz Alia,
one of my outstanding comrades-in-arms, who has led large units of the National Liberation
Army for the liberation of Albania and the liberation of the peoples of Yugoslavia, and is a,
member of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee, is going to speak.

On this occasion, I want to greet the heroic Albanian people, to commemorate the heroes
of Albania, the girls and boys, the men and women who fell in the war for the liberation of
| the Homeland; to greet the veterans of the National Liberation War, to greet our girls and boys
| who performed miracles in the war and have now grown into mature women and men, who

have taken the reins of the Homeland in their hands and have ensured its continuity. They
have become an inspiration for the new generations which are led by the guiding star — the
Party of Labour of Albania, which throws light on Albania, which has created and will mul-
tiply the prosperity and happiness of the Homeland and the people, which has turned Albania
into an impregnable bastion against any eventual threat. The internal and exteral enemies
who dare to touch our country will break their heads and destroy themselves.

Long live the Party of Labour of Albania, so dear, so beloved to the Albanian people,
which is inspired by the intcrests of the people and the Marxist-Leninist ideology! '



SPEECH BY COMRBRADE I

Dear comrades,

Our General Council devotes this special
meeting to the commemoration of one of the most
oustanding events in the history of our people-Sep-
tember 16, 1942 — the day of the founding of the
Anti-fascist National Liberation Front of Albania.
It is forty years since that, on the initiative of the
Communist Party and Comrade Enver Hoxha, the
representatives of the anti-fascist and patriotic for-

ces of the whole country assembled in insurgent’

Peza to set up the organization which was to unite
the Albanian people in the mighty struggle against

»

the occupiers and the traitors, which was to work
for the creation of a free, independent and demo-
cratic Albania,

The creation of the National Liberation Front
at that time was an urgent need, an historical im-
perative.

For the Albanian people, for their salvation and
liberation, there was no other alternative apart from
rising in a total, life-and-death struggle against the
occupiers. Any other road would have left them
in slavery and faced with the threat of their disap-~
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pearance as a nation and a people. The situation
called for the union of all the vital forces of the
people around a clear and correct political platform,
and their organizing in a militant organization.
Today, after a lapse of four decades, the ma-
gnificent work of the Communist Party of Albania
and of Comrade Enver Hoxha who knew how fo
correctly analyse the internal and external situations
of that difficult time and to take the historic decision

~ for the creation of the National Liberation Front,

can be even better understand.

On this fundamental question of decisive im-
portance the Party utilized with wisdom and in a
creative manner, both the national tradition of our
people’s union and organization in struggle against
the foreign occupiers and the Marxist-Leninist tea-
chings and the directive of the Comintern on the
setting up of anti-fascist popular fronts.

The political platform of the Front was an ex-
pression of the program of the Party for the Natio-
nal Liberation War. The liberation of the country
from the occupiers and the local traitors constituted
the main aim of the Front, of its struggle and acti-
vity. The forms of organization, mobilization and
education of the masses would be subordinate to this
aim. In the political platform of the Front as well
as in the program of the Party, the problem of na-
tional liberation was regarded as indivisible from
the problem of the destruction of the old reactionary
state power and the creation of the new people’s
state power.

The Conference of Peza recognized the na-
tional liberation councils not only as organs of the
union and mobilization of the people in the war,
but also as organs of the new state power.

The political and organization line of the Front
became the basis of the union of all the progressive
forces of the nation without distinction of class,
political opinion, religion or region. The National
Liberation Front was not created as a coalition of
parties or as a union of politicians, as occurred in
several other countries, but as a broad organization
of the masses led by the Communist Party.

The Party preserved its complete ideological,
political and organizational independence in the
Front. Its correct line, the courage, honesty and

vanguard example of the communist made the mas-
ses recognize the Party as the sole lawful leader
in the Front.

The occupier and the different reactionary for-
ces at its service mobilized themselves and did
everything possible to sabotage the unity of the
people in the Front. They resorted to mass terror,
repression, punitive operations, murders and perse-
cutions. The oppucier aroused the Balli Kombétar
the aim of which was to divide the people, to iso-
late the Communist Party, to weaken and liquidate
the National Liberation War. But neither violence,

~demagogy, the different political manoeuvres, nor

the attempts at sapping the Front from within, as
was the case with Abaz Kupi and the other Anglo-
American agents, could prevent the union of the
people and their struggle. The attempts of the ene-
mies failed because the Communist Party with its
correct, principled and consisted line, stood at the
head of the Front, because the unity of the people
in the Front had deep-going roots and sound bases.

The National Liberation Front was born and
strengthened as a revolutionary organization. It ne-
ver lowered the banner of the armed struggle for
the liberation of the country and the establishment
of the people’s power, it allowed no concession to
and no compromise with the occupiers and the local
traitors. In the National Liberation Front the revo-
lutionary spirit of the masses was tempered, their
political awareness and acuteness developed, the
great freedom-loving, patriotic and democratic tra-
ditions of our people raised to a higher degree, and
the idea of the struggle and sacrifices to save the
Homeland from servitude affirmed.

In conformity with the teachings of the Party,
the National Liberation Front worked so that the
struggle of our people was closely linked with that
of other peoples who were combating fascism. Na-
tionalism and chauvinism were alien to the Front.
It fought to establish friendship and cooperation
with the anti fascist national liberation movements
of the neighbouring peoples and spared nothing to
make its maximum contribution to the general
struggle of the peoples against fascism.

For all these reasons, the Conference of Peza
which gave birth to the Anti-fascist National Libe-
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ration Front, ranks amidst the most outstanding
events of the National Liberation War of our people.

«For the great services it rendered,» Comrade
Enver Hoxha has said, «the Conference of Peza has
great importance, therefore every anniversary of
it must be celebrated generation after generation,
its experience must be studied with great attention
)4 ‘dlc} and.young, and not only in general lines,
but also in its particular questions, down to the
smallest detail.» "

‘In the new period which began with the libe-
ration of the country and the triumph of the revo-
lution a broad field of action was opened to the

Front, and new duties of outstanding historic im-
portance were set to it.

~ As it had united and aroused the. people in
war for driving out the occupiers and establishing
the people’s state power, now the Front would unite,
mobilize and educate the masses for the defence
and consolidation of the victories achieved, for the
construction and strengthening of the new socialist
Albania. The Party required that the Front should
raise the revolutionary qualities it had gained during

the National Liberation War to a higher level and

develop them further, that it should always remain
a broad political organization of the masses in or-
der to link them with the Party and temper their
unity, that it should remain a tribune from which
the voice of the masses could be heard and their
will expressed.

The great ideal of the consolidation of the free-
dom and independence of the Homeland, of the
construction of the new Albania and its progress
inspired the Front in the struggle for the reconstruc-
tion of the country and the carrying out of the
socialist transformations of our society.

The strengthening of the people’s power and
the defence of the Homeland, the development of
industry, agriculture, education, culture, etc could
not be done without mobilizing and arousing the
whole people, without a sound organization and
leadership of all the vital forces of the country.

The Democratic Front accomplished its new
mission in this new historical phase with honour.
Its valuable contribution lies at the foundation of
all the achievements of new socialist Albania.

In the new battles, which have been not less
heroic than those of the time of the National Libe-
ration War, the political role of the Front has been
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further enhanced and its social base further exten-
ded. With the communists in the centre it rallied
the broad masses of the people — workers, peasants,
the youth, women, honest patriots and progressive
intellectuals, all the more conscious forces of our
people. The Front worked for the education of these
masses with a new sense of work, with the spirit
of collectivism, and inculcated in them the feeling
that the working men now have become the real
masters of their own country. It worked to ensure
that the proletarian world outlook and socialist ide-
als are deeply implanted in everyone, that the vic-
tories of the popular revolution are defended with
determination and always carried ahead.

In this celebration of the 40th anniversary of
the Conference of Peza and the founding of the
National Liberation Front we draw the balance of
the achievements of our people and are proud of the
battles won and the successes scored.

Today Albania is an economically developed
country, advanced from the cultural and educational
point of view, powerful in its defence and security.
Now it has a developed multi-branched industry
which grows at rapid rates on the basis of advanced
techniques. The great advance made by our indus-
try is evident from the very important and signifi-
cant fact that it is on a whole in a position to se-
cure, relying on its own forces, the main needs of
the people, of the economy and of defence, from
the fact that it is the main source of the income from
exports, that it makes the development of the whole
of our economy in an independent manner a reality.
We have no need to stretch our hand to anyone
for credit or anything else. The all-development of
the heavy and light industry, relying on local re-
sources and primary materials, is one of the magni-
ficent achievements of our Party and one of the
greatest victories of our people.

Magnificent progress has been made in the field
of agriculture, too. The road of collectivization, which
the Party pursued by implementing the teachings
of the great Lenin in a creative manner, was the
road of salvation for the peasaniry and for the
whole of the country. Ours is now an advanced
agriculture which applies the latest achievements of
technique and sciences ever better, it is becoming
an intensive agriculture of high yields. On the
basis of these achievements in production and with
all-round state aid, our countryside has been comple-
tely transformed. We all are witnessing the new life
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which has been created in our countryside, the colos-
sal transformations which have been made in the
way of life of our peasantry, in its level of culture
and education. Our villages are becoming ever more
similar to the city, ever more beautiful and ever bet-
ter built.

A deep-going revolution has been carried out
in the field of education and culture and the training
of cadres. The younger generations are acquiring
better education and culture, growing more enligh-
tened politically and ideologically, and trained tech-
nically and professionally. For the first time in its
history Albania has an intelligentsia large in num-
bers and equipped with contemporary knowledge, an
intelligentsia which has emerged from the people
and is closely linked with them. Our workers and
specialists are in a position to undertake large-
scale projects in all the sectors of the economy and
culture, to draft and build themselves hydro-power
stations and industrial plants, railroads and socio-
cultural projects, etc. A broad artistic and scientific
activity is more and more enriching the spiritual
and intellectual world of our people.

All these victories, all these successes, transfor-
mations and progress are vivid evidence of the
correct line which the Party of Labour of Albania,
with Comrade Enver Hoxha at the head, has always
implemented for the socialist construction of the
country. Only a scientifical line based on Marxism-
Leninism, which keeps account of the objective con-
ditions of the country and opens up clear perspecti-
ves, which responds to the loftiest interests of the
people and the Homeland can win the masses, can
mobilize them for the defence and implementation
of this line. This has been the basis on which the
unity of the people and their union around the Party
has been built and continously strengthened.

The successful construction of socialism in Al-
bania is indivisible from the line which our Party
and state have implemented in regard to the pro-
blems of foreign policy and international relations.
Irreconcilability through to the end with imperialism
and its enslaving policy, and unfliching opposition
to ceaseless interference, pressure and intrigues, have
been the salvation of our country, have defend-
ed our freedom and national independence and
sovereignty, the existence of our people’s power and
enabled our confident advance along the road open-
ed by our revolution.

Led by their Party of Labour, the Albanian
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people have successfully faced up to and smashed
the plots, intrigues, pressure and interference of the
Yugoslav, Soviet, and Chinese revisionists who have
striven to divert us from the Marxist-Leninist cour-
se, to subjugate us and impose their dictate on us.
This struggle constitutes another brilliant page in
the history of our Party and people, of their titanic
efforts to defend Marxism-Leninism and the prin-
ciples of proletarian internationalism, the new so-
cialist life built with so much effort and sacrifice,

~our communist future.

Our Party together with the people has waged
an irreconcilable and heroic struggle against the in-
ternal enemies, too, who have linked themsel-
ves and have collaborated with the external enemies,
the imperialists and revisionists. They wanted and
tried to put in another line opposed to that of the
Party. a bourgeois and revisionist line in the field
of the economy, culture and art, defence and foreign
policy. The internal enemies, like the external ene-
mies, have tried to liquidate our socialist order, to
wrest from the people the gains of the revolution
and together with them their freedom and inde-
pendence, so that the Russian or the Serb, the Ame-

rican or the Italian could make the law here. The-
refore, without liquidating the internal enemies not

only the road would not have been opened for the
major historic victories and successes we have achie-
ved, but we would have turned backwards, the
country would have become a vassal and the people
slaves to the foreigners.

In the struggle to smash the plans and plots
of the external and internal enemies, open or dis-
guised, the decisive thing has been and remains the
complete reliance on and support of the working
masses, the steel unity of the working class, the
cooperativist peasantry, the intelligentsia, the youth
and women, around the Party, the unbound love
and unshakeable faith of our people in the Party
and our beloved leader, Comrade Enver Hoxha.

The unity of the people around the Party is a
guarantee for the present and the future. The coh-
tinuous tempering of this fighting unity, which is
reflected in thoughts and actions, a unity which is
reflected in the common work and concern for ad-
vancing the cause of the socialist construction of
the country, increasing production and developing
culture, strengthening the defence of the Homeland,
is a permanent task, the basic task with which the
Party has charged the Democratic Front.
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As the Party teaches us and practice has con-
firmed, the unity of the people is tempered and
sleeled in the course of the class struggle against
the enemies of socialism and their ideology. This
struggle, which affects all fields, must be waged
constantly and consistently on the correct road with
the active participation of the masses themselves.

The unity of our people is unbreakable, because
at its basis lies Marxism-Leninism, the triumphant
science of the revolution and of the construction of
socialism. Assimilation and application of this sci-
ence, the defence of its purity from the attacks of
the bourgeoisie and the distortions of the revisio-
nists, is absolutely indispensable for the successful
construction of socialism, for guaranteeing our free-
dom, independence and sovereignty. Our Party and
people, holding aloft the banner of Marxism-Lenin-
ism, are at the same time making a valuable con-
tribution to the cause of the revolution and the li-
beration of the peoples, to the compactness of the
world Marxist-Leninist movement.

The unity of the people has the alliance of the
working class with the cooperativist peasantry and
the stratum of the people’s intelligentsia at its foun-
dation. These classes and strata have common fun-
damental interests, relations among them are cha-
racterized by the spirit of collaboration and mutual
confidence. Socio-economic distinctions among them
tend to disappear. The consolidation and strengthe-
ning of these objective developments and tendencies
which stem from the advance of our society on the
road of socialism, the continuous perfecting of its
socio-economic relations and the conscious activity
of the Party, constitute the decisive factor of the
uninterrupted strengthening and tempering of unity.

The unity of the people is not only a unity on
a general national scale, but also an effective unity
in every organism and .cell of our society, working
collectives, state and social institutions, agricul-
tural cooperatives, the schools and the family, too.
This unity is the basis of the general unity. There-
fore, the organizations of the Front work tirelessly
to ensure that a healthy spirit of solidarity, friend-
ship and understanding, of mutual cooperation and
assistance prevails everywhere. They work patiently,
tactfully and wisely in order to avoid quarrels and
misunderstandings arising from differentt causes, as
well as to solve people’s problems in their everyday
personal and social life.

A great role in strengthening the unity of the
people is played by the struggle the Party and the
Front wage for the emancipation of the Albanian
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woman, so that she enjoys equal rights with man
at work, in the family and in society, by the strug-
gle against alien manifestations, against the moral
norms of the old society and bourgeois-revisionist
influences. This struggle frees the consciousness of
people of leftovers form the past and closes all
paths to their revival, opens the road for the im-
plementation of the new norms and principles of
communist morality, draws people together, streng-
thens their compactness and cohesion.

Comrades,

The 40th anniversary of the founding of the
Front finds our people in the tide of a revolutionary
enthusiasm and great drive at work for the fulfil-
ment of the magnificent program laid down by the
8th Congress of the Party. Despite the difficulties

“which the imperialist-revisionist encirclement and

the impact of the world economic crisis create for
us, the planned tasks for every sector are being
carried out with success, indeed better than ever
before. Commendable work has been done by the
working people of industry and mines, who have
achieved high results in all technical and economic
indices of production. Our cooperativist peasantry
has coped in a lofty patriotic spirit with the ex-
ceptional drought of this year and given the Home-
land more agricultural and livestock products. The
results achieved by many agricultural economies in
the production of wheat, vegetables, milk, etc are
really inspiring. Important achievements have also
been made in the field of education and culture.
Our achievements in all fields assume an even
greater importance if we bear in mind that they are
being realized at a time when the capitalist-revi-
sionist world is in the grip of a major economic crisis,
the catastrophic consequences of which are weighing
more and more heavily on the working people. Not
only are such inhibiting and destructive phenomena
completely alien to our country, but on the contrary,
our economy is advancing and this growing develop-
ment enabled a reduction of prices for a series of
mass consumer commodities and public services.
This, which occurs only in Albania, proves in an
incontestable manner the superiority of the socialist
system over the capitalist system, the vitality of
the teachings of triumphant Marxism-Leninism.
The bourgeois and revisionist propagandists
continue to make their calculations and juggle with
figures on the incomes per capita in this or that
country in whatever way they like. We say to them:
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in our country there is no unemployment, in our
country there are no taxes or exploitation, in our
country the health service and education are free
of charge, in our country two working days are suf-
ficient to pay the rent, our state is in debt to no
one, not only in the terms of millions or billions of
dollars, but not even a single dollar or ruble, in
our country there is no drug addiction or bandi-
tism, but only healthy and prosperous develop-
ment of society, harmonious and stable economic
development, we have a completely sovereign state,
free and independent. These are our incomes per
capita! The people have guaranteed these succes-
ses with their own struggle, toil and efforts, faith-
fully adhering to the course illuminated by the
teachings of the Party and Comrade Enver Hoxha.

The development of the economy, its growth
and advance constitute the main front of the acti-
vity of the Party, the state, the mass organizations
and all the working people. A strong economy
constitutes the fundamental base for the freedom
and independence of the country, the raising of the
people’s well-being and the progress of the entire
society. The tasks facing us in this field are great
and complex, and we all must be aware, politically
and ideologically, of their complexity. We must
always take account of the fact that the socialist
construction of the country is based on our forces
alone, that our economy has set out on a broad front,
on the road of its intensive development, that the
situations abroad, complicated and fraught with
dangers as they are, compel us to be prepared and
strong at all times.

The first thing that is required now is to raise
people’s consciousness to a new, higher level, so
that they work with strict scientific discipline,
high productivity, quality and effectivity.

Our economy is one and indivisible, it is all
placed in the service of society and people. Every
plant and factory that is built, every farm that is
created, every school that is opened, is the fruit
of the work of the entire people, the contribu-
tion of every citizen. Of course, they bring about
the progress of the place where they are set up,
but‘jchey also serve the development of the whole
country, the well-being of all people. In our coun-
try all categories of wages are unified for the entire
Republice, just as prices for commodities, which are
unified for the entire country regardless of the
place of production.
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The development of the forces of production,
education and culture, the setting up of a broad
network of communications and various services
is done in a harmonious manner. This development
is more or less even and balanced among the dif-
ferent zones and regions of the country. The spirit
of collectivism and solidarity among people, the
feeling that one serves the advance of the Home-
land everywhere — in town, in countryside, in the
mountains, in the plains, that any kind of job,
wherever it is, is honoured and socially useful, are
developed on this basis. The criterium to gauge and
estimate the work of each, to determine the place
and the amount of contribution of each to the
development and advance of the Homeland are the
struggle and efforts of the worker and the cadre
in his post of militant duty, at any level and in any
field. for the successful implementation of the
tasks set by the Party.

The involvement and mobilization for the
carrying out of the program of the Party and the
tasks of the state plan reflect and strengthen the
socialist consciousness, patriotism and revolutiona-
ry spirit, the confidence in the line of the Party
and the unity of the people around it.

The demanding tasks of the socialist construc-
tion and the defence of the Homeland, the perspe-
ctives of the development of the country require
a high creative and innovative spirit at work
everywhere, so that the new achievements of sci-
ence and knowledge are assimilated and applied,
and broad prospects are opened to the advanced
experience and example, and the technical-scienti-
fic revolution is deepened and carried forward in
every sector.

In order to improve quality or to lower costs
in conformity with the demands of the present, in
order to take high yields of wheat or maize, vege-
tables, milk, etc me must have scientific knowledge,
have a better organization of work and production,
apply modern agrotechnique and technology, place
cooperation and specialization on well-studied bases.

The vigorous and all-round development of the
country cannot be imagined without combating con~
servative concepts and artisan practices, bureaucra-
tic routine and outdated forms of management and
organization of production. The Democratic Front
must constantly focus its attention on the impor-
tant task Comrade Enver Hoxha laid down at the
8th Congress of the Party, namely, of creating in
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every one a correct understanding of the need our
society has for people with learning, with a broad
cultural horizon and a high professional, technical
and scientific lever, of educating the working people
to be exacting towards themselves, of implanting
among the working people the sense of the pro-
gressive new, the innovative spirit, the eagerness
and will to study and learn continuously.

The banner of the Front has always been a

banner of lofty patriotism, of devotion to the Ho-

meland, of the defence of the freedom and inde-
pendence of the country. The Albanian people have,
throughout their centuries-long history, distinguish-
ed themselves for their patriotic, freedom-loving
and progressive spirit. They have shed torrents of
blood, sacrificed themselves and consumed their
energies to see their own country free, sovereign
and prosperous. The best men of this country have
also been the best of the patriots. These outstanding
traditions and virtues the Party has raised higher,
given them a new content, illuminated them with
the Marxist-Leninist science, made them an indi-
visible part of the political and ideological conscious-
ness of our people. Implementing the teachings of
the Party, the Front has carried out a great work
for the preservation and cultivation of the patrio-
tic traditions of the people, for the education of
the masses with feelings of respect for the Albanian
history and culture, with love for this country and
people, for everything which is created and done
in socialist Albania under the leadership of the Par-
ty.

In our concepts, socialist patriotism is indivis-
ible from proletarian internationalism, from the spi-
rit of support for and solidarity with the workers and
peoples who are fighting for freedom, indepen-
dence, democracy and socialism. To support this
just struggle of the peoples, to condemn the viola-
tion of the sovereign rights of nations and states
by the imperialist and chauvinist powers, is an
obligation devolving on every people and genuine
revolutionary party which appreciate their own and
other peoples’ freedom and independence and which
hate every kind of oppression, exploitation and
injustice. . ‘

Today an entire campaign is being carried out
world-wide by the American and Soviet imperia-
lists, by the big bourgeoisie and the different op-
portunists to negate the national feelings of the
peoples, proclaiming them as anachronic, to dis-
seminate the spirit of cosmopolitanism and subjuga-
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tion to foreigners. Their aim is to suppress the re-
sistance to the expansionist and hegemonic policy
of imperialism. At the same time they have inten-
sified their efforts to ignore the class criterium
in judgements of and stands towards the processes
which are occurring in the world today and the
different social and political forces which are opera-
ting on the international scene. In this way they aim
at disseminating the capitulationist ideology of class
conciliation, to perpetuate the capitalist enslavement.
We must expose this camapign of efforts by the
enemies of the peoples and socialism with unremit-
ting severity.

This task becomes still more imperative because
the situation in the world has become particularly
acute and is fraught with new dangers and threats

caused by the intensification of the aggressive policy
of the superpowers and the other imperialist powers.

As result of the world economic crisis, too, the
inter-imperialist contradictions and rivarly, the fight
among the big powers for markets and spheres of
influence, for strategic positions and domination
over other peoples, have become still more acute.

With the aim of preparing the terrain for the
extension of their domination, apart from the cases
of direct participation, as was the aggression of the
Soviet Union against Afghanistan and the American
intervention in the Middle East where the United
States operates through Israel, the superpowers are
openly inciting squabbles and conflicts between the
peoples, and fann up as much as they can all those

conflicts which erupt for different reasons, as is the
case of Indochina, the Horn or Africa or the Iraq-Iran

conflict. The reactionary regimes find their backing-
up and support to suppress the struggles of the
peoples for national and social liberation in the
superpowers which provide them with arms and
financial means.

The latest example of this policy of the im-
perialist powers is the barbarous aggression of
Israel and its American patrons against Lebanon.
Honest individuals and progressive opinion in the
world have been deeply angered and indignant
at this fresh criminal act of the zionist aggressors,
the support which the American imperialists give
them and the conspiratorial and subversive stand
of the Soviet social-imperialists. In complete so-
lidarity with the Palestinian and other Arab peop-
les we express the conviction that, regardless of
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the grave situgtion created, in the final account,
their cause will triumph.

The recent Israel-American aggression has fan-
ned the flames of war in the Middle East to new
furies and has created a direct threat not only to
the peoples of that zone but also to those of a
broader area, such as the Mediterranean, North
Africa, the Indian Ocean, etc. In this the superpo-

wers have found an excuse to extend their inter-

vention, to hatch up new plots and create new
rivalries between them, to the detriment of the
freedom and independence of the peoples and their
sovereign interests.

All these situations, which by no means deve-
lop far from us, oblige us to sharpen our vigilance
even more and work tirelessly for the all-round
strengthening of the defence of the Homeland, its
freedom and independence. The carrying out with
conviction and a high sense of duty of the tasks the
Party sets for the strengthening of the unity of
the people, for the education of the masses in the
spirit of patriotism, for the development of the
economy and culture, for the physical tempering
and the military training of the whole people, serve
not only the further advance of the country and
the raising of the well-being of the masses, but
also the further strengthening of the defence of
the Homeland, increase the guarantee that no
enemy will ever be able to shake our socialist
fortress.

The foreign policy of our Party and state
which has always been a principled and consistent
policy has always served the preservation of the
freedom and independence of the Homeland end
the defence of its lofty interests. Socialist Albania
has always been and remains a staunch cpponent
of the policy of aggression of American imperialism
and Soviet social-imperialism, has always powerful-
ly condemned their criminal activity, their inter-
vention and blackmail agz;inst the sovereign peop-
les and states.

The stand of our Party and state towards the
superpowers has always been and remains clear-
cut, without the slightest vacillation and always
consistent. We have not, nor will we ever have any
relations of whatever kind or nature with them.

American imperialism and Soviet social-imperialism

have always been and remain the greatest enemies
of our freedom and independence, they have al-
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ways worked to liquidate socialism in our country
and to place us under their yoke, to enslave us.

Therefore, both today, as in the future, the
irreconcilable struggle against American imperia-
lism and Soviet social-imperialism, the opposition
and exposure of their aggressive and hegemonic
policy is a struggle for the defence of our freedom,
independence and sovereignty, the most cherished
victories of our National Liberation War and the
people’s revolution.

Our country has always supported the struggle
the oppressed and exploited peoples have been
waging for their national and social liberation, and
all those who fight for democracy against fascism,
for equality and justice in international relations.
We do this as internationalists and as people who
appreciate the right which all peoples have to be
free and sovereign in their own country. We are
conscious of the fact that every victory the peo-
ples achieve in their struggle against imperialist
oppression and capitalist exploitation serves the
common cause of the whole of progressive mankind,
the emancipation of the world and the strengthening
of international peace and security.

With the exception of the imperialist super-
powers and those states which are ruled by recogni-
zed fascist and racist regimes, our country has
always been in favour of normal relations on the
basis of equality, non-interference and mutual res-
pect. In particular, it has directed its efforts to
establishing relations of good neighbourliness with
states around it and to developing cooperation with
them in different fields of mutual interest. Nor-
mal relations with the neighbouring countries on
the basis of friendship and rigorous respect of so-
vereignty and territorial integrity, non-interferen-
ce and equality, serve not only the interests of
each country of the zone of the Balkans and the
Adriatic, but also general peace and security.

We proceeded from these principles and desires
when we rejected the anti-Albanian campaign moun-
ted against Albania recently by the leaders of Bel-
grade, and when we condemned their chauvinist
policy against our Albanian brothers of Kosova
and other regions of Yugoslavia.

Just as the Democratic Front powerfully sup-
ports the foreign policy of our Party and state,
it also fully supports their wise and principled
stand towards the events in Kosova for the de-
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fence of the undeniable rights of the Albanians
living on their own territories in Yugoslavia.
The treatment the Yugoslav leadership makes
the Albanians of Kosova is permeated by a sava-
gely chauvinist spirit, which is becoming more ex-
tremist as time goes by. They are being deprived
even of those few rights which the status of the
autonomous province granted them. They are pro-
mulgating a series of laws, ordinances, decisions,
etc to transform this province into an ordinary re-
gion of Serbia, in fact. Now the Belgrade chauvinists
are doing their utmost to negate the history of the
Albanians, to modify and distort their ethnic origin,
to alter the colours and the symbols of the Alba-
nian national flag, to denigrate the historic per-
sonalities of the Albanian nation, and even Skan-
derbeg. The Albanian language, culture and educa-
tion have become the principal targets of the attacks

of Great-Serb chauvinism and of reactionary Mace-
donian nationalism. The mass court trials which

are being held in Kosova and the severe sentences
which are passed are designed to break the popular
resistance and, in particular, to terrorize the inte-
lligentsia and intimidate the valiant and glorious
youth of Kosova..

But the problems of Kosova cannot be solved
by means of violence and terror. With the policy
it implements and the acts it carries out in Kosova
the Yugoslav leadership reveals that it is continuing
to advance along a blind alley, which is extremely
dangerous, gravely violating not only the rights
and interests of the Albanians of Kosova, but of
all the peoples of Yugoslavia. Slave of an anti-
Albanian policy it continues to go against the reali-
ty and logic.

In the analysis of the events in Kosova which
Comrade Enver Hoxha made at the 8th Congress
of our Party, the correct evaluation and stand of
our Party and country towards them was laid down
in unequivocal terms. There the roads which could
lead to a correct solution of the problems which
have arisen in Kosova as a result of the chauvi-
nist policy of the Great-Serbs. have been wisely
and openly discussed.

The demand of the Albanian population for
this province to be raised to the status of a Repub-
lic within the framework of the Federation, the
unhindered development of national education and
culture, the development of an economy which
would liquidate the great inequality which divides
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Kosova from the other Republics and regions, are
totally correct and reasonable.

Comrades,

The 40th anniversary of the founding of the
Front is commemorated in a festive atmosphere,
on the eve of an important political event in the
life of our country. The elections for deputies to
the People’s Assembly, the direct representatives
of the people to the highest organ of our state power,
will be held on the 14th of November this year.

The elections to the organs of state power have
always been a vivid and concrete expression of
socialist democracy, of the broad participation of
the working masses in the running of the country,
of the implementation of the constitutional principle

that state power emanates from the working peo-
ple and belongs to them.

Throughout its whole history the Democratic
Front has struggled and worked for the establish-
ment, strengthening and defence of the people’s
state power with which are linked the attainment

of the freedom and independence, the great socio-
economic transformations, the all-round progress

of the Homeland, the new and happy life we are
enjoying.

During the great action of elections, the orga-
nizations of the Democratic Front, under the leader-
ship of the Party, in close collaboration with the
other mass organizations, will step up their ideo-
political activity with the working people and make
their valuable contribution to the further strengthe-
ning and democratization of the people’s power.
Their tasks in this field are many and of great
responsibility. They must better organize the render-
ing of account on the part of the state organs and
the people elected or appointed to them, draw ex-
tensively the opinion of the masses about their
activity so that our state power and its organisms
be always revolutionary, fight with determination
and in time anything that infringes, no matter how
little, on the popular character of our state power,
any manifestation of bureaucracy and liberalism
which weakens it, any violation and formalism in
the correct application of state laws regulating the
relations of citizens and harmonizing their interests.

During the election campaign the organizations
of the Front must devote special care to raising
the political activity of the masses, so that they
express their opinions openly and courageously.
This will assist in enhancing the sense of responsi-
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bility of the state organs further as well as in keep-
ing the moral and political figure of the workers
of the people’s state power always pure.

Particular care and attention is required in
choosing the candidates of the Democratic Front
for deputies to the People’s Assembly. As represen-
tatives of the people in the highest organ of the
people’s state power, they must be the best people
and the most loyal to the cause of socialism, dedica-
ted people who enjoy the trust and love of the
masses, tireless advanced workers, people with a
broad horizon and capable of carrying out the func-
tions of the deputy with a high sense of responsibi-
lity, and of honourably justifying the great trust
the people have placed in them.

The new elections will be a powerful manifes-
tation of the unity of the people around the Party,
of their political maturity, of their mobilization to
implement the historic decisions of the 8th Congress
of the Party and the tasks of the state plan. Our peo-
ple wiil celebrate ‘he elections for deputies to the
People’s Assembly, as they have done on every
other marked event, with new successes and vic-
tories.

The objectives to be achieved through this major
political action have been laid down in the Call
addressed to the whole Albanian people and which
will be adopted at this meeting.

The General Council of the Democratic Front
of Albania is fully confident that our people united,
as always, as one man around the Party with
Comrade Enver Hoxha at the head ,this time, too,
will all take part in elections and give all votes
for the candidates of the Democratic Front. By
voting for the candidates of the Democratic Front,

*

The commemorative meeting of the General Council of
the Democratic Front of Albania on the occasion of the 40th
anniversary of the founding of the Democratic Front of Al-
bania, was held in Tirana on September 15.

The meeting was attended by guests, veteran patriots,
chairmen and secretaries of the councils of the Demo-
cratic Front in the districts, leading cadres of central mass
organizations, various institutions and departments, etc.

The entrance into the ha.c of the beloved leader of
our Party and people, Comrade Enver Hoxha, and other
Party and state leaders was greeted with stormy applause
and ovation by those present.

Besides the members of the Presidency of the Ge-
neral Council of the Democratic Front, Comrades Haxhi
Lleshi, Myslim Peza and Nexhmije Hoxha — participants
in the Conference of Peza, also sat on the presidium of

the 1meeting.
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they will vote for their present free and happy
life and for their even more brilliant socialist
future.

Dear comrades,

The road traversed by olr people, under the
leadership of the Party, from the Conference of
Peza to date, is a road full of battles and efforts,
successes and victories. But new battles await us
and we must score new and ever greater, ever
more glorious victories. Albania, with the Party
at the head, is advancing confidently on the road
which the Communist Party opened with its found-
ing, on the road for which the Democratic Front
fought and is fighting. Let these glorious traditions.
the colossal experience gained over these forly
years, become a powerful inspiration in the noble
work of the Democratic Front for the tempering
of the unity of the people and strengthening of their
links with the Party, for the mobilization of the
masses in the construction of the new life, for the
education of the people in the spirit of patriotism
and devotion to the socialist Homeland so as to
make our beloved Albania a happy and prosperous
country for its people and a good example in the
world.

Long live the Party of Labour of Albania, its
Central Committee and the dear and beloved lea-
der of the Party and our people, Comrade Enver
Hoxha!

Long live the Democratic Front of Albania!

Long live the 40th anniversary of the historic
Conference of Peza!

‘Amid the enthusiasm of those present, Comrade Enver
Hoxha, Chairman of the General Council of the Demo-
cratic Front of Albania, declared the meeting open.

Comrade Enver Hoxha gave the floor to Comrade
Ramiz Alia, vice-chairman of the General Council of the
Democratic Front of Albania.

His speech was listened to attentively and often punc-
tuated by enthusiastic ovation for our glorious Party of
Labour and Comrade Enver Hoxha.

After the General Council adopted unanimously the
Call to the Albanian people on the occasion of the cam-
paign of elections for deputies to the People’s Assembly,
Comrade Enver Hoxha declared the commemorative meet-
ing closed.

In this atmosphere of jubilation Comrade Enver Hoxha
had a cordial meeting with members of the General
Council of the DFA and other participants of the meet-

ing.
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THE 8" CONGRESS OF TI
OF Al

The 8th Congress of the Labour Youth
Union of Albania held its proceedings
on October 4-6, 1982 in the Capital of
the PSRA.

Stormy applause and cheers burst
out from among the young men and
women when the First Secretary of
the Central Committee of the Party,
Comrade Enver Hoxha, and Comrades
Adil Carcani, Ramiz Alia, Rita Marko,
Simon Stefani, Besnik Bekteshi, Foto
Cami and Prokop Murra mounted the
tribune. There were moments of un-
forgettable joy. Cheers came from the
hearts of those present for minutes

on end: <«Party, Enver — we shall
always be ready!, «Party, our mother,
your word — our deed!» Comrade

Enver Hoxhe greeted them with the
clenched fist salute.

The heads of the foreign delegations
that had come to attend the Congress
on the invitation of the Central Com-
mittee of the LYUA, took their places
on the tribune.

The secretary of the Youth Committee
of the Patos-Marinéza Oil Region, en-
gineer Péllumb Hazizi, declared the
Congress open.

The Congress was attended by 2,000
delegates elected from among the mem-
bers of the Youth Union who have dis-
tinguished themselves as brave fighters
in the struggle for the construction of
socialism and the defence of the Home-
land.

Attending the Congress were also
youth delegations from wvarious coun-
tries of the world: Vietnam, Denmark,
Ecuador, Germany, Canada, Spain, Por-~
tugal, Tanzania, Colombia, Peru, Bri-
tain, Togo, the Dominican Republic,
France, Upper Volta, Sweden and Da-
homey.

The Congress worked on this agenda:

1, — Report of the Central Commit-
tee of the LYUA <«Let us further
strengthen socialist convictions to in-
crease the active participation of the
youth in the construction of socialism
and the defence of the Homeland.»

2. — Report of the Central Audit
Commission

3. — Discussions

4. — Approval of the decisions and
resolution of the Congress

5. — Elections to the central organs

of the Labour Youth Union of Albania
The First Secretary of the Central
Committee of the LYUA, Lumturi Re-
xha, delivered the report «Let us fur-
ther strengthen socialist convictions to
increase the active participation of the
youth in the construction of socialism
and the defence of the Homeland».

The report was attentively listened
to and frequently punctuated by en-
thusiastic applause.

Comrade Simon Stefani, member of
the Political Bureau and secretary of
the Central Committee of the PLA,
greeted the Congress on behalf of the
Central Committee of the Party.

The message of greeting was receiv-
ed with loud cheers which often turn-
ed into ovations for our glorious Party
of Labour and the beloved leader of the
Party and our people, Comrade
Enver Hoxha.

A group of young pioneers and ten-
derfoots greeting the Congress added to
the general enthusiasm. They entered
the hall singing the song «Youth-youth»
and wishing from the depth of their
hearts as pure as the smows of Alba-
nia’s mountains, «May your work turn
out a success!»

Amid all this rejoicing and elation,
some young pioneers went up to the
tribune and tied their red tie around
Comrade Enver Hoxha’s mneck. Then
little Enkeleda Tole, a pupil of the
first form of the «Martyrs of the Na-
tion> 8-year school, presented him with
a bunch of flowers.

Then began the discussion on the
Report of the Central Committee of the
LYUA, delivered by Comrade Lumturi
Rexha.

One hundred and seventeen comrades
contributed to the discussion in the
plenary sessions.

Afterwards the delegates endorsed
the decisions and the resolution of the
Congress.

Later they passed on to the last
point of the agenda: elections to
the central organs of the LYUA.
The mew Central Committee of the
LYUA, made up of 141 members and
30 candidate members, was unanimously
elected. The new Central Audit Com-
mission made up of 11 members was
also elected.

Mehmet Elezi was elected First Se-
cretary of the Central Committee of
the LYUA.

Then were proclaimed the winners
of the socialist competition.

The First Secretary of the Central
Committee of the LYUA, Mehmet Ele-
zi, delivered the closing speech.

The hall of the Congress resounded
to the enthusiastic cheers, «Party-Enver
— we are always ready!» The Congress
is closed with the singing of the In-
ternational.
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GREETING OF THE CENTI
OF THE PARTY
DELIVERED BY COMRAD

Dear comrades of the youth,

Your 8th Congress is an outstanding event not

“only for our heroic youth, but also for the Party

and the entire people who are proud of the new ge-
neration of Socialist Albania which is growing heal-
thy, courageous, revolutionary and progressive. On
behalf of the Central Committee of the Party and
of the beloved leader of our Party and people, the
great teacher of the youth, Comrade Enver Hoxha
personally, I bring you, the delegates to the Con-
gress, all the marvellous youth of our country, their
ardent greetings and congratulations on everything
heroic and noble the younger generation has done
and is doing for the progress and prosperity of our
Homeland.

In the chests of the young people of our co-
untry pure hearts beat for a great ideal — the ideal
of socialism and communism. You are proudly
marching in the footsteps of those glorious sons and
daughters of that generation of the youth who on
the call of the Party threw themselve with un-
exampled courage and bravery into the great Libe-
ration struggle, performing unheard of feats of he-
roism and writing brilliant pages of our history.

The Labour Youth Union of Albania, the direct
continuer of the organization of the Communist
Youth, under the leadership of the Party, has ho-
nourably and with devotion fulfilled all the tasks it
has been charged with and always stood in the fore-
front of the battle for the construction of socialism
in the country. The lofty ideals of the Party and
the people are the steel threads which have made
the gigantic work of the youth of all generations one
and indivisible.

The Party highly appreciates the great strength
and outstanding contribution of the younger gene-
ration. In every sector the youth work and strug-

gle we feel their pulse and dynamism, their creative

SIMON STEFANI — member of the Political Bureau and
secretary of the Central Committee of the Farty

and innovative spirit. Great and inspiring works of
great importance for the whole people, have been
produced by their hands and minds. Their mass ac-
tions have embellished and strengthened the Home-
land, they have built roads and railways, factories
and plants, have cut hill slopes into terraces and
made our- fields even more fertile. In all its acti-
vities the Party has always had your youth or-
ganization as its right hand, as its loyal assistant and
as the sound nursery for the replenishment of its
ranks.

Qur Party and people attentively follow your
progress, your successes, they see with admiration
and confidence the great steps you have taken in
all fields. They rejoice at having such a fiery-hear-
ted, work-loving youth endowed with revolutionary
thinking and a broad culture, with pure feelings of
patriotism, with a fighting and unshakeable spirit
to go on the road of socialism. The Party and the
people desire to have always such an Albanian youth.

Qur youth will always respond with great deeds
to every call of the Party. The young generation
will always march with determination on its road.

Dear comrades,

The youth are a very valuable asset for the
people and the Party. They are their own life and
blood. A people which implants lofty virtues in its
youth, which brings them up politically pure, ideo-
logically healthy, physically strong, and well-train-
ed, has an assured future, develops non-stop and
goes always forward. Therefore, our Party, state
and society will spare no efforts, toil or material
means to raise the education of the youth with the
Marxist-Leninist ideology, with the vivid revolutio-
nary experience of the Party, with the freedom-
loving and patriotic spirit of our people, to a
higher level, to give them education and culture.

The Party has entrusted your organization —
the Labour Youth Union of Albania, with the educa-
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tion of the younger generation as its fundamental
task, and this task it has accomplished with honour
and a high sense of responsibility. It has worked
and is tirelessly working to engrave the ideals of the
Party in the minds and hearts of the young people,
so that they live always with the socialist reality,
defend the gains of the revolution, and carry them
forward, ceaselessly strengthen the people’s power,
the whole socialist order which has ensured our peo-

ple and youth their free and democratic, happy
Emd'joyful life, and which opens great prospects
of all-round development and advance to them.,
- Against this order have at all times been di-
rected the attacks of all the enemies of socialist
Albania, internal and external, open and disguised.
They have tried to hit the Party and its correct
line, to wrest from the people the gains they have
achieved with so much struggle and so many sa-
crifices, to turn them back to the dark past, to put
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the country under the rule of the foreigners. How-
ever, the plans and plots of the American imperia-
lists, the Soviet social-imperialists, or the Yugos-
lav Titoites.and their agents within the country,
have always been and will be reduced to dust and
ashes because Albania is led by an eagle-eyed Party
which puts nothing above the interests of the peo-
ple, the Homeland and socialism, because here a
whole people works and vigilates with the pick
and the rifle in the hands, united like one body
around the Party, because our country has such
a youth that are ready to rise and throw themselves,
as one man, into fire at the first call of the Party.
Now, after the historic 8th Congress of the
Party, you young men and women, together with
the working class and all the other people, have
thrown yourselves with fresh vigour into the struggle
for the realization of the majestic tasks of the 7th
Five-year Plan. Your achievements hitherto are in-
spiring, but the tasks that lie ahead of you are
great. Our people, especially the youth who consti-
tute the most active force of the people, are called
on today to further develop the brilliant tradition
of mass actions, to work with a high sense of res-
ponsibility, strong discipline, perfect organization
and revolutionary drive. Let the creative and in-
exhaustible energies of the youth burst out every-
where to give the Homeland more steel, more oil,
more minerals, more broad consumer goods, more
agricultural and livestock products. The stronger our
economy the more powerful our Homeland, the
more the independence of the country is strengthen-
ed, the more the well-being of the people is raised
and the better the demands and interests of the
youth are fulfilled.

The socialist construction of the country today
lays down ever increasing tasks and demands, dic-
tates the needs for the further raising of the edu-
cational and cultural level, of the professional-tech-
nical and scientific training of our people. If this
is a demand of the time for all the people, this is
the more urgent for the youth, because the new ge-
nerations will live and work in a period more ad-
vanced than ours, a period which will distinguish
itself for its higher and more complex development
of the productive forces, for a richer material and
spiritual culture, for a greater technical and scien-
tific progress.

The Party is fully confident that our youth,
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who are building their happy future with their own
hands, will always struggle for their own political
and cultural advance, will eagerly learn at school and
from life and will courageously climb the heights of
science and technology. As up till this day from the
ranks of the youth will emerge ever more gifted
workers and distinguished cooperativists, capable ca-
dres and specialists, dedicated scientists, merited
writers and artists, who will carry the deed of
socialism and the glory of the Homeland still high-
er.

Great are the possibilities which the state of
the dictatorship of the proletariat has created for the
youth to acquire a broad and all-sided culture. The
youth have at their disposal various types of schools,
literature and art, publishing houses and cultural
and sports institutions, the press, the radio-tele-
vision, cinematography, etc. Raising the quality of
work in all these activities will ever better comply
with the desire of the youth for a richer spiritual
life and more cultured recreation and rest.

Socialist Albania advances and rises relying on
the energies of its own people and the wealth of
its own land without debts and credits from abroad.
While the whole capitalist-revisionist world is caught
in the death grip of a great and all-round crisis,
for the youth and our entire people the present is
certain and the future is brilliant.

Comrades,

You have come to this Congress full of enthu-
siasm and vitality, determined to carry the work of
your organizations further ahead in all directions.
With your clear thinking, with your wise word,
you will inspire the whole youth and raise the
work of its organization to a higher level.

Let the voice of the 8th Congress of the Youth
resound throughout Albania. Let the revolutionary
drive, mobilization, and action of the youth to make
our beloved Homeland stronger, richer and more
advanced, burst out everywhere.

Long live our heroic youth and their militant
organization — the Labour Youth Union of Al-
bania!

Long live our Party of Labour, the educator and

teacher of the younger generation!
May the beloved leader of our Party and people,

Comrade Enver Hoxha, live as long as our high
mountains!
Glory to Marxism-Leninism!



REPORT DELIVERED
BY COMRADE
LUMTURI REXHA

(Summary)

Dear comrades,

Our younger generation and its militant half-million
strong organization of the LYUA come to their 8th Con-
gress in unbreakable unity with the Party and the people,
proud of the victories they have achieved and determined
to undertake new tasks. From the depth of their young
hearts, they express their deepest love and boundless gra-
;citude for the happy life they are leading now and their
unbreakable confidence in their even more brilliant future
to our dear mother — the glorious Party of Labour, and
to our beloved leader and teacher, Comrade Enver Hoxha.

The Party has always opened up broad prospects for
us and aroused our ever new enthusiasm, Its 8th historic
Congress, however, made us look further ahead, to the
guaranteed beautiful future, it made us even stronger and
increased our energies, enlightened our minds and aroused
our hearts for harder work and greater deeds rfor the good
of the people and the Homeland. The report which Comrade
Enver Hoxha held at the Congress is a great program of
work, for.the LYUA, too, a program in which the young-
er generation. sees its aspirations and brilliant prospects.

The youth of our country come to their Congress proud
of the revolutionary readiness they have displayed on all
fronts of work and struggle the Party has called them to,
The contribution of the youth is seen throughout the Home-
land — in power projects, in irrigation and land im-
provement schemes, in metallurgy, in building construction
and mining,' in agriculture and livestock breeding. They

have displayed their alertness, revolutionary drive and
fighting spirit wherever they have worked, The Albanian

LUMTURI REXHA — First Secretary of the CC of the
LYUA o .

yvouth are happy because they live in the most advanced
society in the world. They are brought up with lofty
ideals and unshakeable confidence in their own forces,
endowed with pure moral-political features, and a broad
cultural horizon and scientific knowledge, and with in-
ternationalist feelings which make them unflinching fighters
for the cause of the revolution. .

United like a man around the Party and under its
leadership, our younger generation has further {empered
itself in the struggle against the wall of the vigilance of
our Marxist-Leninist Party, against the steel foriress of
the Party-people unity.

Comrades,

Led by the teachings of the Party, the Labour Youth
Union of Albania has carried out all-round and active
work for the education of the younger generation with
communist ideals to prepare it as its militant resérve.

This education assumes still greater significance in the
present conditions. We are faced with the major tasks of
the 7th Five-year Plan, the fulfilment of which calls for
greater mobilization at work, for higher rates of progress,
for more capable and better educated people and above
all, better lempered politically and ideologically, more aware
of their role in socialist society. Our country is building
and defending socialism in conditions of encirclement and
blockade, in fierce struggle with the internal and exter-
nal imperialist and revisionist enemies. The bourgeoisie
and revisionist ideologists today have launched a furious
campaign against socialism to confuse people, to paralyze
the revolulionary forces and to sow the seeds of doubt and
insecurily about the socialist future of mankind.
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In these circumstances, the ceaseless intensification and
improvement of the educative work with the youth beco-
mes even more necessary. The basic tasks of the LYUA
in training the youth to find their bearings in any situation,
to unhesitatingly overcome any difficully and obstacle, to
always keep the revolutionary vigilance against all ene-
mies, at a high level, to face up to the ideological pfessure
from abroad and to courageously march forward on the
road of socialism, call for uplifting the political and ideo-
logical consciousness of the younger generation, increasing
its moral resistance and strengthening its convictions about
the indisputable superiority of the socialist order.

With its 40-year long experience, the LYUA has all the
possibilities 1o carry out an ever more fruitful educational

work. All our young people have gone through school and

have a broad cultural horizon. They have consciously em-

braced the line of the Party, Marxism-Leninism, which is
our ruling ideology, they live and are educated in the vivid
reality of our socialist society, where the people and the
dictatorship of the proletariat, with which they are linked
like flesh to bone, are in power.

The youth see with their own eyes that socialism is
the order which liberates people from oppression and ex-
ploitation, which gives power to the people and creates
genuine well-being and democracy for them, which liberates
them spiritually and develops their personality and their
sentiments of human dignity. Our socialist order guarantees
the youth all rights and ensures the material conditions

for thefn to enjoy them in practice, guarantees them em-

"ployment and education, active participation in all fields of

life and unlimited possibilities of creativeness. It does not
kno.w what hunger and poverty are, it has never felt the
weight of political and economic dependence on imperia-
lism or any foreign country, the heavy burden of illiteracy
énd 'ignorance, unemployment and uncertainty for the fu-
‘Eure, it knows none of these grave ulcers from which the

broad masses of the youth in the world, even those of

- the more developed capitalist and revisionist countries, are

suffering.

" ‘Phat is why our youth are closely linked with the
Party and the people’s power, with Marxism-Leninism, that
is why “they "are deépiy' convinced of the superiority of
socialism over any. other order, that is why they have
shed their blood and sweat for socialism, have devoted
their lives-and hearts to it and are unflinching fighters
for the great cause of the revolution.
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Underlving thre foundations of the socialist convic-
tions is Marxism-Leninism which has always illuminated
the road of the historic victories of the Party of the
working class, which is the revolutionary banner thal our
Party of Labour has always kept aloft unsullied, the
unerring compass leading our country on the road of the
most advanced society — socialism and communism, for
which Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin fought so hard.

The fundamental tasks facing the organization of the
LYUA is that it should work to raise the ideo-political
level of the youth, because this is a primary condition for
their education with deep rooted socialist convictions. The
youth have at their disposal a wealth of political lite-
rature: the works of the classics of Marxism-Leninism, the
documents of our Party, the series of Works, Reporis and
Speeches, and Memoirs of Comrade Enver Hoxha, the ma-
terials of the 8th Congress of the Party. They study them
not as an aim in itself but in order to master them, to
link them closely with life, to use them in their con-
frontation with and struggle against our ideological oppo-
nents, anti-communist theories and viewpoints; they study
these works in organized forms at schocls, individually, or
in other forms. The participation of all young men and
women in the study of Marxism-Leninism has become a
characteristic feature of our youth.

The great work which has been done for the educa-
tion of youth and the all-round care shown for them have
resulted in the youth of our country becoming an active
great force amongst the working masses. They fight to
affirm everything new and socialist, to inculcate in people
sound concepts about work and social property, behaﬁour
in society and in the family, to develop correct concepts
on friendship, love and marriage. On the other hand, the
youth actively oppose the bourgeois-revisionist ideolo-
gical pressure and step up their struggle against the
liberal and conservative manifestations combating every-
thing alien which is opposed to the proletarian ideology and
morality, which harms our unity and serves the aims of
the enemies who do not give up their abtgmpts to bring about
the degeneration of the youth of our country, as they have
done in the revisionist countries.

«The water may sleep, the enemy does not» is a
saying of our people. Thereforé, this is a continuous sirug-
gle which calls on us to increase more than ever our re-

volutionary vigilance and courage, to strengthen sound pu-
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blic opinion everywhere, and to be irreconcilable to any-
thing which is not in the interest of the Party and the
people.

The work for the construction of socialism has been
and remains the greatest school for the education and re-
volutionary tempering of the youth. The LYUA has always
adhered to this directive on communist education because,
as Comrade Enver Hoxha teaches us, the formation of the
new man is inconceivable outside work. Actively taking
part in work, inspired by revolutionary motives and further-
ing the interests of the advance of the country, the youth
are shedding their sweat on all fronts of production, being
in the forefront of the major sectors of industry and ag-
riculture, in the construction of the big projects of the
five-year plan, in the nation-wide mass actions and wher-
ever work is going on.

Tne 8th Congress of the Party laid down the task that
there should be a broader and more active participation
of the large masses of the people and the youth in the
socialist consiruction for tne achievement of all the tar-
gets of the 7in Five-year Plan. This is the first five-year
plan which is cariied out relying entirely on our own for-
ces and possibilities. 1t has higher rates of growth and
greater tasks and targets than any other previous plan.
The volume of social production and investments is larger
than that realized over the first four five-year plans taken
together, and the volume of exports is even larger. About
730 important economic, social and cultural projects will
be built during this period, the continuous raising of the
well-being of the people will be guaranteed and carried
further ahead, their purchasing power and real income will
increase, housing conditions will be improved and all the
new active forces will be employed.

The youth organizations should clearly explain to the
young men and women the main features of this majestic
plan and the qualitative demands of our development
and the economic laws of socialism. It is especially im-
portant for the youth to understand that their tasks do
not consist only in fulfilling norms and working days, but,
first of all, in raising the level of advanced technique and
technology applied in our economy, in achieving high pro-
ductivity rates and higher quality, with the greatest pro-
fitability and effectivity possible in all work processes. It
is in the fulfilment of these tasks that the youth also see

the realization of their aspirations for a better life, for
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their cultural development and their all-round formation
as revolutionaries.

The role of the youth in the fulfilment of the plan is
great not only because they make up 40 per cent of the
working class and 50 per cent of the cooperativist peasan-
try, but also because among them there are inexhaustible
reserves, creative energies and the capacities of the country.
The worker youth should raise their sense of responsibility
in production and, as always, be in the forefront to
embrace and apply the progressive new so that their re-
volutionary spirit, the spirit of the class, is communicated
to all the youth and all our organization.

The voluntary mass actions are a vivid reflection of
the active participation of the younger generation in the
socialist construction of the country. The beautiful tradi-
tion of mass actions has been enriched in these last five
years with the construction of two new railways — the
Prrenjas-Guri i Kuq and Lag¢-Shkodra railways, with the
extension of terraces which have embellished our coast fur-
ther, and with the many local actions which have been
carried out in the districts. In this way, the youth build
major economic projects, but what is more important, they
are educated with correct concepts on work, in the spirit
of collectivism and in struggle against difficulties. Express-
ing the readiness and. ardent spirit of the younger ge-
neration, from the rostrum of this Congress we promise the
Party and our beloved leader, Comrade Enver Hoxha, that
we will successfully complete the construction of the Fier-
Vloera and Shkodra-Han i Hotit railways, that we will
continue our work for terracing the hills of Lukova and
Ksamil and that we will keep the spirit of mass actions,
revolutionary actions and communist work aflame in the
hearts of the youth and in the entire activity of their
organization.

Broad prospects have been opened in our country for
the development of science and technology and great pro-
gress has been made in this direction. This is an im-
portant sphere for the creative activity of the youth who
have their competent say on various iinportant problems
and make a valuable contribution to this development as
those mainly involved in the technical-scientific revolu-
tion. The creative thought and practical activity of the
youth are present in the designing and construction of the

complex projects of five-year plans, in the introduction



and application of modern technique and technology, in
the all-round development of our socialist economy.

However, the deepening of the technical-scientific revo-
lution in all fields lays down other major and concrete
tasks for the worker and cooperativist youth as well as for
the young specialists. The 8‘§h Congress of the Party instruct-
ed that this revolution must bring about improvements and
transformations on a large scale, must result in radical
transformations to the benefit of production both in tech-
nique and technology. The tasks for achieving high pro-
ductivity at work, for the construction of complex machi-
nery, for the building of new factories and production
lines, for making inventions and innovations, must be seen
in relation to .the prospects opened up by the technical-
scientific progress and be firmly based on the vigour and
creative thought of the youth.

Séience must be iniroduced everywhere, because its
laws apply everywhere, t0o. The youth must become aware
of the advantages of science and apply it, become masters

of their professions in every sector of production and close-

ly link their mass participation in the technical-scien-

tific revolution with the raising of the level of their pro-
fessional qualification. The youth organizations should
pay more attention to this task and explain to the youth
that the advance of our country, in the present stage of
development of the economy and with new requirements of
the socialist construction, calls for more knowledge and
culture. All the material possibilities and the educational
and cultural conditions exist for the youth to master science
thorougly, to develop it further, to cultivate among them-
selves the passion for it, persistently raising the level of
their technical qualification, ever better mastering their
profession and the technical means and knowhow that has
been entrusted to them.

Socialism has created all the possibilities for the youth
to acquire education and culture free of charge,
to develop their talents in all fields, to be formed ideolo-
gically and professionally, and guarantees their employ-
ment after graduation. Quite the opposite is the case with

the bourgeois-revisionist countries where millions of young
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people hopelessly roam the sireets and where university
graduates either increase the numbers of the big army of
the unemployed or are assigned to unqualified jobs. The
school in these countries is a weapon in the hands of the
ruling bourgeoisie.

In our country, the young acquire education and cul-
ture in order to put all their energies in the service of

the interests of socialism, of the strengthening of the eco-

~ nomy, the development of science and technology and the

enhancement of the defence potential of the country. It is
precisely these motives that prompt our young intelligentsia
upon graduation to go, out of their own will, to the re-
motest regions of the country and take knowledge, so-
cialist art and culture there, too.

The present great requirements for further raising the
scientific level, for a higher quality of teaching and edu-
cative work and for orientating the school towards major
tasks of socialist construction, are another reflection of the
great attention the Party pays to the education and en-
dowment of the younger generation with modern know-
ledge and culture. It is up to our organization to carry out

greater work to explain things to the youth and mobili-

" ze them to get acquainted with and fulfil their tasks

better, so that they are completely clear about the great aim
of learning which, as Comrade Enver Hoxha leaches. us,
enriches the personality of man and provides him with a
powerful weapon to be properly used for the benefit of
the people and the Homeland.

The vigorous. development of socialist literature, art
and culture in our country exerts great influence on the
communist education of the younger generation. The in-
terest of the youth in them has greatly increased; they
are inspired by them for the socialist construction and the
defence of the Homeland.

The younger geheration today has greater demands for
a high level of the works which deal with the theme of
socialist construction, for beautiful poems and music de-

voted to our new life, for the critical opinion which will
help it better understand the works of art and advance

unerringly on the beautiful road of artistic creativeness, for
gay and healthy humour, for a higher quality and variety
of TV broadcasis, for more publications for children, for
more translations from the works of the great pfogressive

writers of world literature and art. Our militant writers
and artists, who have created and are creating outstanding

works, will undoubtedly assess and meet properly the de-
sires of the younger generation, by reflecting the magni-
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ficent deed of socialism, the life of the people and our
youth more completely.

The young men and women and the young pioneers
constitute an active force in the uninterrupted development
and progress of art and culture. Hundreds of talents who
contribute to them with their worthy works, adding fresh-
ness and vividness to our literature and painting, our
music, theatre and film, have been trained and have emer-
ged from their ranks. The concern for the ideological and
political education and professional training of the young
talents is linked with the future of our literature and art
of socialist realism; therefore, it requires the special at-
tention of the youth organizations and the League of {h—é
Writers and Artists of Albania. )

Physical culture and sports activities of the youth have
made their life richer and more interesting. They have
za—l'—vsfa;ys served not only the education and physical train-
ing of the younger generations and their thorough-going
p;;paration for work and the defence of the Homeland,
but have also metl the demands and desires proper for their
age. The Party has created possibilities and conditions
for the younger generations to go in for sports and attain
high results.

The cultural, artistic, sports and other activities serve
the youth to spend their free time in an active manner,
to be educated and find recreation, to revive their energies
in order to put them again in the service of work and
life. The committees and organizations of the youth should
pay greater attention to the free time so that the youth
correctly understand its advantages and know how to use
it collectively and individually. }n cooperation with the res-
pective institutions, the committees and organizations the
youth should constantly organize various interesting acti-
vities after work and school and draw as many young
people as possible.

The Labour Youth Union of Albania has carried out
an all-round work for the education of th younger ge-
neration in the spirit of socialist patriotism. This education
becomes more indispensable at the present time when a
whole aggressive and chauvinist ideology aims to wipe out
nations, propagates cosmopolitanism and negation of the
Homeland, underrates and ignores national traditions, lan-
guage, customs and cultural values of the peoples. Our
youth do not reconcile themselves with, repudiate and con-
sistently‘cgn‘lbat this hostile ideology, they preserve as
something dear and develop the patriotic traditions and
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the national values of the past and those created in so-
cialism.

Educated with the teachings of the Party, the youth
of the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania and their
organization keep the spirit of proletarian internationalism
high and sympathize with the struggle which the re-
volutionary and progressive youth the world over is wag-
ing against capitalist oppression and exploitation, against
imperialism, headed by American imperialism, against So-
viet social-imperialism, against modern revisionism and all
the reactionary forces, for national freedom and inde-
pendence, for democracy and social progress.

The LYUA highly appreciates the backing up and
active support of the Marxist-Leninist organizations and re-
volutionary and progressive forces of the youth of nume-
rous countries of the world for our country with which it
has friendly relations. Their solidarity with Albania, with
the struggle and work of our people and youth, has been
and remains an encouragement and inspiration for us in
the consiruction of socialism and the dz’ence of ithe Home-
land.

The youth powerfully support the open and principled
Marxist-Leninist foreign pclicy of our Party and state of
the dictatorship of the proletariat, once again expressad
as clearly as the light of the sun by Comrade Enver Hoxha
at the 8th Congress of the Party. This policy is characte-
rized by a lofty revolutionary and internationalist spirit and
serves both the construction of socialism and the defence
of the freedom and independence of our country, and the
cause of the revolution, the peoples’ liberation and world
peace. Our youth firmly oppose the aggressive policy of
the superpcwers and the other imperialiét powers, which
threatens the freedom _and independence of the peoples,
peace and security in the world.

With profound anger and indignation we condemn the
criminal aggression of the Israeli zionists against Lebanon
and the Palestinian population. This is another horrible
and revolting tragedy perpetrated not only against Leba-
non and the Palestinians, but also against all the Arab peo-
ples, a tragedy which shows that the zionists want to liqui-
date the Palestinian people, to defeat their just cause and
to force the Arab peoples to their knees, at all costs and

tarough fascist-like methods.

The recent attrocities perpetrated in West Beirut have
~aroused world-wide indignation and hatred against Ithe
Israeli aggressors. Behind this monstrous act of genocide

is the hand of the American imperialists on whose in-
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citement, aid and permission all the Israeli aggressions
against the Arab peoples have been initiated and carried
out. The intrigues and plots hatched up by the Soviet
social-imperialists and the Arab reactionary forces make the
grave situation in the Middle East still more tragic.

The youth of the People’s Socialisl Republic of Albania
unreservedly support the Palestinian people and the other
Arab peoples and express their conviction that their just
cause will triumph. The indignation of the fraternal Arab
peoples, the heroic martyrized Palestinian people, will
surely explode and their vengeance will severely condemn
the enemies some day.

The LYUA is in complete solidarity with the analysis
of the events in Kosova which Comrade Enver Hoxha
made at the 8th Congress. It explains with objective clarity
the real causes of the tragic situation which was created
in Kosova and shows the right road for the solution of
the problems the Great-Serb chauvinists héve created.

We, the youth of socialist Albania, are extremely indig-

nant and revolted at the savage violence, the barbarous

persecutions carried out against our brotners and sis-
lers in Kosova, lvacedonia and lvontenegro. in order 1o
make tnem snut toneir mouths and force them to renounce
tneir just and legitimate demands, the Serb police, army
and administration are imprisoning thousands of young men
and women, sentencing them at special trials and resorting
to mass terror against them.

We indignantly condemn the grave offence of the na-
tional feeiings of the Albanian youth in Yugoslavia, the
numerous obstacles raised to prevent them from attending
school in their mother tongue and cultivating Albanian art
and culture freely. We raise the voice of protest against the
persecution of the outstanding people of the Albanian in-~
telligentsia, the teachers and professors, writérs and scien-
tists, the journalists and renouwed artists, against all those
who come out in defence of the national and democratic
rights of the Kosova people. ‘

- The youth of our country are well aware of the great
suppression and suffering to which our brothers and sisters
of Kosova have been put today, because they have expe-
rienced them themselves at the iime of fascism. However,
the Albanian yduth did not submit to violence and te-

rror, they fought with bravery and self-denial and came
out victorious over the enemies.
We are fully confident that there is no force to curb
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the brave youth of Kosova, there is no force to quell
their lofty patriotic spirit.

The world today is characterized by turbulent situa-
tions fraught with local and general wars, the deep and
all-round economic and political crisis, by the unprece-
dented aggressiveness and unrestrained armaments race
between the two superpowers and their military blocs.
Aware of these situations and the numerous dangers they
present to our country as the only socialisl country, the
youth, like our entire people, intensively prepare themsel-
ves for the defence of the Homeland so that we are never
caught by surprise. As the main force in the structure of
defence, side by side with the entire armed people, they
will increase their efforts to thoroughly understand and
better implement the directive of the Party, «The defence
of the Homeland is a duty above all duties,» and to inte-
grate, in a more natural manner, the problems of physical
and military training with its entire life and activity.

The ‘intrepid youth, incorporated in the armed fb—r—
ces, are vigilant day and night in defence of the sacred
borders of our socialist Homeland, in trenches and firing

‘posts, ready to counter any eventual attempt on the part
of our-enemies.

In the period between the two congresses the LYUA
has gained more experience of struggle and work, has
become more powerful and greater in numbers and
growing dearer to the younger generation. From its 7th
Congress our organization has increased its ranks with
130 thousand young men and women. Today 500 thousand
Youth Union members militate inn 19 thousand basic orga-
nizations, a fact which clearly speaks of its greater possi-
bilities to organize, mobilize and educate the broad mass
of the youth.

In the ranks of the youth organization are tempered,
educated and moulded young men and women with com-
munist features and qualities, who fill the ranks of the
Party with their young and pure blood. Thousands of boys
and girls who have distinguished themselves on the most
important fronts of.production, have justified through their
work and toil the great evaluation and the confidence placed
in them to militate as revolutionaries in the ranks of our
glorious Party, We report to the Congress with satisfaction
that about 60 per cent of those admitied to the ranks

of the Party in these last five years come from the ranks

of the youth organization.
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Addressing the youth organization at the 8th Congress
of the Party Comrade Enver Hoxha recommended: «The
tasks confronting the younger generation make it necessary
to strengthen and enliven the youth organization, so that
its activity to educate, organize and mobilize is raised to a
higher level, manifestations of liberalism, sectarianism and
formalism are combated, and it employs in its work the
most varied and interesting forms which respond to the
grel of the growing demands of the young men and
women..» Viewing the work in the light of these tasks
and relying on the best experience, we should fight to
overcome those weaknesses and shortcomings which a‘r;e
observed. in the life of some organizations, such as unifor-
mity, schematism, officialdom, narrow conception of the
work with the youth, ete. The basic organizations should
understand and properly assess the ever grorwiqg spiritual
and mental development of the young and completely link
their activity with the desires and interests of each age-
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group and category. This important current task should
attract the attention of the Central Committee, the com-

miltees and organizations of the youth in districts and at
the base.

The Party has entrusted us with the beautiful res-
ponsible task to lead the young pioneers’ organization and
the education of its members., They constitute the future
army of the youth organization for thé tempering of which
we should think and work seriously.

The activity of the LYUA has been and will be a
revolutionary activity, because it is inspired, orientated and
led by the line, the ideology and policy of the Party, by
the teachings of Comrade Enver Hoxha. Aware of the
decisive importance of the leadership of the Party for the
fates of the people, for the present and the future, the
youth and their organization will increase their efforts to
master the line and ideology of the Party profoundly, to
defend them loyally and implement them resolutely.
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«ZERI I POPULLIT>

(Conversation of Comrade ENVER HOXH A wit}
important Party and state cadres of the Korca

The First Secretary of the Central Committee of the
Party, Comrade Enver Hoxha, had, at Drilon of Pogradec,
a cordial conversation with some important cadres of the
party, state and economic organs of the Kor¢a and Po-
gradec districts.

After they took their places in one of the recesses
of this very beautiful tourist resort of our country, Comrade
Enver Hoxha addressed himself fo the comrades present
by expressing his pleasure at meetfing them. «I was looking
forward,» he told them, «to an exchange of opinions about
the state of affairs in the Korca and Pogradec districts,
about their perspectives of development.

+«Today we all are the guests of the comrades of Po-
gradec, though I am here on holidays for some weeks now.
After the great work we had to do before and after the
8th Congress of the Party, the comrades advised me to
take a period of rest. For this I chose the town of Pogradec
as one of the healthiest and most beautiful places of our
country. I am taking my rest happy and, at the same
time, sure that the comrades of the Party and state, both
at the centre and in the districis, are competently carrying
out their tasks and, together with the working masses of
the country, doing good work for the successful fulfilment
of the plans. Drilon, as you see, is a very pleasant place
Just as the whole area surrounding the town of Pogradec.
And it will become even more beautiful in the future.»

«Comrade Enver,» said Comrade Stili Kaskaviqi, first
secretary of the Party Committee for the Pogradec district,
«we are working to put into practice your instructions
about extending our tourist resorts and embellishing them,

Taken from «Zéri i popullit» 8.8.1982 —~

especially the part of the shore where the beach lies,
as well as the whole of our town. Particular attention is
being paid to the planting of flowers. Our town will
become ever more beautiful, as you say.

«..Thousands of workers, employees, cadres and ci-
tizens from other districts, as well as young pioneers
from all over the country, come to the rest homes here
to spend their holidays, to regenerate their forces and
gain fresh energies for work. Pogradec and its beautiful
surroundings, as one of the comrades attending this con-
versation said, has become a favouriie place with those
who come here for their honey-moon.»

..As the conversation gets well under way, the sky,
slightly clouded, grows darker and a fresh wind begins
to blow through the leaves and branches of the weeping
willows, An occasional drop of rain splatters here and
there. The comrades are worried lest these few drops turn
into a real rain and they are obliged to continue their
conversation with Comrade Enver Hoxha inside.

«If it would rain!» Comrade Enver Hoxha says. «Let
the rain come, because, as our people say, in these days
of drought, a drop of rain is worth its weight in gold.
It seems you have brought the rain along with you.

«The drought in some neighbouring counfries has be-
come a great calamity with heavy, if not alfogether cata-
strophic, consequences for their agriculture and livestock.
This drought has affected our ceuntry, too, but we do
not suffer its negative effects and consequences in the
same degree as the others do. On the contrary, we are
entitled to say that we have successfully coped with this
exceptional drought. The different districts one after the
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other, are informing the Party that they are successfully
accomplishing the fasks, fulfilling and overfulfilling the
targets planned for the yield of wheat and other products
of the season and that the other crops promise to be
good.

«How did this happen?

«This happened because the Party provided on time
against such occurrences. It took measures for the building
of big and small reservoirs all over the country, made
colossal investments for the setting up of a broad irri-
gation network for the systematization of the land, etc
without which the drought would have wrought havoc in
our country, too, as it did in the past.

«Of course, in the future, too,» Comrade Enver Hoxha
emphasized, «we must think about increasing the irri-
gation capacity of all the districts of our country and
work to achieve this. The Party has set the relative organs
well-defined tasks for channelling and harnessing all the
big and small streams of the country and putting them in the
service of the economy for two purposes: to produce still
more electric power and to further increase the irrigation
capacity of the country, especially in the hilly and moun-
tainous areas.» In this matter Comrade Enver Hoxha
pointed out the need for fighting against some obsolete
opinions which are still encountered among some people
who say, ’there is no need to collect all the waters’, and
excuse themselves by saying, 'we’d have to make invest-
ments in digging canals and buying irrigation pipes,’ and
other such things. «Of course, great investments will be
needed, and pipes and other things, too, but the profita-
bility of all this work must be reckoned with. In the first

place, the plentiful waters of our sireams and rivers,
which are a gift of the mountainous nature of our country,
must not be allowed to flow into the sea without making
full use of them as a source of energy and a life-giving
nutrition for plants. This question must be studied in
regard to the present and perspective needs of the country
and solved according to a plan.

«I don’t know what you think,» Comrade Enver Hoxha
addresses himself to the comrades present, «but it seems
to me that in your districts many such possibilitics lie
unexploited. Could you comrades from Korc¢a tell me
something about your opinion on the possibilities exploiting
the waters of the Gjan¢ reservoir and the other projects
for the generation of eleciric power as well?»

The first secretary of the Party Committee for the Korca
district, Enver Halili, said that such possibilities exist and
that studies had also been made for the utilization of the
waters of the Gjang reservoir to set in motion an electric
turbine of a capacity of 2,500 kW, Elaborating this idea, he
said that the waters of the Gjang¢ reservoir that are used
for the irrigation of the Korca plain, have a head level
of about 120 metres at the Uji i Bardhé village. There a
small hydro-power station could be set up which, in the
period of extreme drought, could be used to set in motion
the irrigation installations in the Korga plain, at a cost
lower than the present.»

«We in our district, too, have places like Gjanc,» said
the first secretary of the Party Committee for the Pogradec
district. «Such is a place called Cezma where the natural
flow of water could be used for both irrigation and the
production of electric power.»
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«What we have done and are doing for the utilization
of our water resources,» said Comrade Enver Hoxha, «is
extremely important and useful. The enemies denigrate
our people’s power and try to minimize our very great
achievements, but they are forced to admit that Albania
has correctly assessed the importance of its water resources
and utilized them well. Albania is full of hydro-power
stations, they say, and this, comrades, is a great reality.
So, let us go further ahead, bearing in mind the saying
of our people, 'Stone upon stone makes a wall’ We must
engage ourselves extensively net only in the construction
of big hydro-power stations, but also of smaller ones. Of
course, everything must be done after concrete scientific
studies and according to plan. Take the Prespa Lake, for
instance, the hydro-technical reserves of which we must
assess.»

«In the winter period,» Comrade Enver Halili says, «we
turn some dozens of miilions of cubic metres of water
of the Devoll River into the Small Prespa and, in the
summer period, we utilize about 50 million cubic meires
of these waters for irrigation through the Venirok canal.
These waters can be used for generafing electricity, too.»

Comrade Dhimitér Petro, chairman of the Execufive
Committee of the People’s Council of the district, breaks
into the conversation and stresses that the suggested Gjang
hydro-power station will have a capacity of 2,500 kW,
which is sufficient to set in motion irrigation devices in
the form of rain for 7,000 hectares of land. Later, however,
by increasing the amouni of water flowing into the re-
servoir a turbine of 4,000 kW may be sel in moiion. He
elaborates on the profitability of using irrigation installa-
tions running on electricity as against those on oil, which
has been experimented in the Maliq state farm. Comrade
Dhimitér Petro also spoke about the possibility of increasing
the water colleciing capacity of the Gjang reservoir by
another 3 million cubic metres of water which would
increase the frequency of irrigations from two to three,
as well as about the possibility of using the water power
flowing in steep grounds fo set in motion irrigation devices
in the form of rain dispensing with moto power. As an
example for this he mentioned the two canals of the
Gjan¢ waters, one running to Drenova and the other to
Polena. «This area,» says he, «will be irrigated by irrigation

devices in the form of rain running on the power produced

through the fall of water.»

Speaking about the need for irrigation, Comrade Dhi-
mitér. Petro said that the irrigation of wheat had be-
come absolutely necessary, because very high yields from
new strains of wheat were inconceivable without irrigation.
Then he added that this year in the Korc¢a district atten-
tion had been paid to the irrigation of the land in the
mountainous area, because the drought had been severe
there, too.

+.As the conversation gets animated, the participants
in it express their opinions not only about matiers of the
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day and time preoccupyixig them, but also about the
studies that have been made, and the perspective of de-
velopment of the different branches of the economy in

‘their disiricis. The talk turns into a very useful working

meeting,

«I've seen on television and read in the newspapers,»
says Comrade Enver Hoxha, «praiseworthy things about
your districts, your results and achievements. All this
is good mnews, we are glad to hear them and I thank
you and through you all the steel-willed heroic working
people of your districts. Today, however, I would like lo
know a little more and in greater detail than that. For
example, I heard that a brigade of the Maliq state farm -
has taken in 117 quintals of wheat per hectare. This
astonished me and I was afraid I didn’t get it right. So
I followed the next television program on it and found
I was not mistaken. I saw the wheat plants reaching as
high as the hips and the combine cutting its way through
them with difficulty. This is a wonder of the magnificent
work of our people. This achievement is truly praise-
worthy and it should be generalized. So, can you tell
me something more aboui how is it that your state farm
takes in so high yields? As well as that I would like
the chairman of the higher-type cooperative of Plasa to
teil me something about their achievements this year and
about the gquestion of spreading their advanced experience.
Is this experience being applied in the other cooperatives
of your district and of the whole country?»

Replying to Comrade Enver Hoxha’s question with
concrete tigures and data, the director of the Maliq state

" farm, Comrade Ligor Visi, stressed the great leading role

of the party organization, the rational way it activates
the various specialists of agriculture and animal hus-
bandry, and the presence of the communists in the fore-
front of all work and mass actions, etc. He also spoke
about the great usefulness of the two agriculiural schools
attached to the state farm, about its high yields of wheat,
potatoes, sugar-beet and about the good management of
livestock. "

«You, Comrade Ligor, are right about the great role
of the party organization,» says Comrade Enver Hoxha.
«The fact that we have such a strong Party closely linked
with the masses proves its correct Marxist-Leninist line,
a line which is worked out by the congresses of the Party
and by its Central Committee. In this line, which has
ensured us the victories we are talking about today, is
mapped out the road of development of our country,
including both industry and agriculture. Precisely for this
the enemies have tried and are still trying to wreck us,
to distort this line, but they have never succeeded in their
attempts, nor will they succeed in the future, because this
line, as you yourself stressed, has always been and is an
expression of the very aspirations of our people, of the
working class and masses which, with the communists
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at the head, have thrown and are throwing themselves
into revolutionary actions with a high sense of duty in
order to carry out the tasks of the plan in these and
all other fields. Therefore, in our country all plans, without
mentioning those of indusiry which have constantly been
implemented and have not worried us too much, but also
those of agriculture, despite the severe drought or irre-
gular rainfall, are being realized satisfactorily. All this
is the result of the correct line of the Party, of its tea-
chings and of the concrete work of the party organizations,
as well as of the party and non-party cadres and the
various - specialists, and of the working masses them-
selves.»

Then Comrade Enver Hoxha asked for more defailed
information about the state of reamelioration of the Maliq
plain, about the problem of the digest and the useful
content of sugar-beet, as well as about the studies that
are carried out in these fields, about raising cattle for
meat and other problems. Comrades Dhimitér Petro and
Ligor Visi gave him the information he wanted.

‘The chairman of the higher-type cooperative of Plasa,
Comrade Mihallaq Qiriako, gave Comrade Enver Hoxha
some facts and figures about the high yields and other
outstanding achievements of this economy. «Now,» he
said, «we have higher yields from one year to another
and are well under way in fulfilling the task we have
set ourselves for fhe entire cooperative to achieve the
yields of the best sector, and each sector to achieve the
vields of the best brigade. As a resulf, we have succeeded
in taking in 62 quintals of wheat in 820 hectares and all
the sectors have achieved yields of about 60 quintals per
hectare.» : o

Comrade Enver Hoxha: «What have you, Comrade
Mihallaq, done for this?»

«The basis of our work,» the chairman of the coope-
rative replies, «is the change of the structure of wheat
every two or three years and the use of new and stronger
élite seeds which are better adapted to our concrete con-
ditions. Thus, for example, from the ’Dajti’ seed we have
taken in 67 quintals per hectare in 342 hectares, and about
85 quintals per hectare in special plots. We have also
raised a strain of our own, a cross breed from which
we  have taken in an average of 65 quintals per hectare
in 200 hectares, and this despite the strong wind that
bent the wheat and lowered its yields by about 5 qumtals
per hectare.

«In our district, however, the dela.ymg of the sowing
of wheat until December 15 is caused by the problem
of taking .the sugar-beet away from the fields.»

Comrade Enver Hoxha: «What should and can be done
with. .the. sugar- beet §0 as. not to delay the . sowing of
wheat?» .~ . _ . oo
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Comrade Mihallaq: «TFhe picking of the sugar-beet
must be mechanized and the facilities for its transport
improved.»

Comrade Enver Hoxha: «With the development of all
the economy and the agriculfural production transport

-assumes special importance, therefore we will take up

this problem for a special analysis at one of the coming
plenums of the Central Committee.»

Comrade Mihallagq: <«However, to cope with these
difficulties we in our ccoperative have created a new strain
of wheat which can be sown late and which ensures the
production, although its yields are 10-15 quintals lower
than those of other varieties.

«Good yields will be faken in also from the sugar-
beet — about 500 quintals per hectare, from potatoes -
about 290-300 quintals per hectare. In the field of animal
husbandry, too, we have faken measures to fake 2,800-
3,000 litres of milk from the 1,200 cows of the coopera-
tive, including those individually owned by its members,
in the year 1984-1985.»

Comrade Enver Hoxha: «What do you think about
the regeneration of the animal stock, and especially about
discarding low-yield cows?»

Comrade Mihallag: «In our plans we envisaged to
have done with this problem within the year 1984 or 1985
by increasing the number of heifers.»

The director of the Maliq state farm, Ligor Visi, also
spoke about this problem. «Qur state farm,> said he,
«intends to set up a complex of 2,000 heifers for this
purpose, from which 1,000 head will be supplied each year
for the improvement of the structure of cows in the agri- -
cultural cooperatives and state farms.»

The chairman of the Executive Commitiee, Comrade
Dhimitér Petro, added that the state organs of the district
had also thought about the mountainous areas. There this
problem is more difficulf and another breed of cdw, not
the Friesland breed, but what is called the Valbona breed,
is more suitable. «We intend to set up a new breeding
station at Miras,» he said, «a.lthough the problem has not
been studied in detail as yef.»

«With whom have you raised this matter,» Comrade
Enver Hoxha asked, «and what has been the reply?»

«For the time being,» Comrade Dhimiiér Pefro said,
«we have kept it ftir ourselves, we are threshing it out
with our specialists and' as soon as the drafi-plans are
sent .we wilk..» WIEIR B )

«Well, Comrade Dhlmxter,» Comrade Enver Hoxha
breaks in with a smile, «thresh it out but take care not
to. crumble it to dust (everybody. laughs). I mean that
you must speed up these studies and send them above,
to the related. departments, which will look into them
and {ake the necessary measures;» . .. ... . i
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«Well said,» Comrade Enver, «we must speed these
things up.»

«The same problems, in agriculture and animal hus-
bandry, as well as in the exploitation of waters for irri-
gation and preduction of electric energy, exist for our
district,» says the chairman of the Executive Committee
of the Pecple’s Council of the Pogradec district, Comrade
Spiro Bici. «“We are also paying particular atiention to
the creation of fruit-tree plots.»

..The conversation flows natural, with questions and
answers, and additions to make one another’s thoughis
clearer. Thus, for example, an exchange of opinions took
place about the meat and milk productivity of cattle. Then
the conversation again came round to the question of the
dissemination of the advanced experience of the cooperative
of Plasa, and Comrade Enver Hoxha insisted on knowing
whether this experience was also applied in the other
cooperatives within and outside the district.

«For the time being,» says Comrade Mihallag Qiriako,
«the work for the dissemination of this experience is not
complete. It is properly appreciated, but for its application
some changes in the farming structures are also needed,
hence a certain hesitation. I think,» he addes, «that the
cooperatives of the districts of Lushnja, Fier and partly
of Durrés can also take in yields of 40-45 quintals of wheat
per hectare.»>

«Have you, Comrade Mihallag, gone to these districts
and what have you seen there?» asks Comrade Enver
Hoxha.

«Yes, Comrade Enver, I have gone and seen that
studies have been carried ouf, that they do exist, but
things are not in order with discipline, that is, with their
application. This is what happens in some cooperatives
I have visited.»

Comrade Enver Hoxha: «So, there are many valuable
studies, . but routine, it seems, prevents them from being
quickly applied.~

«In my opinion,» Mihallag goes on, «the comrades
of the Ministry of Agriculture do not carry on properly
with this job, either.»

The director of the Maliq state farm, Ligor Visi, breaks
in and, mentioning a concrete study, one about turning
some mountain cooperatives to an exclusive cattle-breeding
destination, says that, in his opinion, the specialists of
this ministry show a certain hesitation concerning some
studies that have been carried out at the base. They do
not organize exchanges of opinions with the specialists
of the base about these studies.

«In the question of the dissemination of the expe-
rience of the cooperative of Plasa,» says Comrade Enver
Hoxha, «we have lost valuable time. So we must work
to make up for it. I personally and Comrade Hysni
intended to have the experience of Plasa applied all over
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the country, beginning with the other higher-type coope-
ratives, without negleciing the district as a whole. There-
fore, we must introduce new methods of work, because
no progress is possible with the old practices, and we
must undertake a change in farming structures, of course,
weighing things up appropriately, and I am convinced
that the change in the structures will bring about an
abundance greater than that we are enjoying today (all
the comrades present say that they agree with this con-
clusion and are convinced of the results of its application).
Perhaps abundance cannct be achieved in all the coopera-
tives within one year, but they will compensate one another,
one, for example, by producing wheat, the other — meat
and so on (again the comrades present say that this is
true and that the specialists of the base think in the
same way, although there is a certain hesitation).

«I think,» Comrade Enver Hoxha pointed out, «ihat
we must start applying this experience especially in the
agricultural zones of high intensification. Of course, this
gives rise to many problems, organizational, financial, ma-
terial, psychological, etc, etc because the question is about
large-scale production, bui we must shoulder this job,
because we have an advanced agriculture today.»

Then Comrade Enver Hoxha wanted to know something
more about the problems of the supply of the working
masses with food-stuffs, clothing and footwear, industrial
commodities, etc. «The ¢city of Korca,» said he addressing
himself to the head of the trade sector in the Executive
Committee of the People’s Council of the district, Comrade
Andrea Trebicka, «is a large city, with a high standard
of living and culture, therefore, here as everywhere else,
those engaged in trade must be well-acquainted with the
needs, tastes, demands, and traditions of the people, take
account of them and do everything to meet them.» In
particular, Comrade Enver Hoxha asked about how things
stood in the trade network, about the sale of goods and,
especially, refrigerators, and about the measures which
had been and must be taken in this direction, etc. Comrade
Andrea, after speaking about the care shown in this
direction and the imprdvements made in this field, dwelt
on some particular problems such as, for example, the need
for a betier periodization of the production of some vege-
tables, in order to cover the periods of their shortage,
such as the months of May and June, about the expan-
sion of the conservation capacity of vegetables and fruif,
especially of apples, the production of which is increasing
with each passing year. He also dealt with the measures
taken for the industrialization of some sorts of vegetables
for the winter season, taking account also of the tradition
existing in the Korca families.

Comrade Enver Halili added that if the decision on
setting up a chicken-raising complex, which would pro-
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duce 5-10 million eggs and, later, even moré, were 0 be
applied, this would increase the amount of chicken meat
available for sale. He also raised the problem of the
transport on time of some agricultural products and espe-
cially apples, so that the production and the cooperatives

are not damaged, as well as the problem of the revision -

of some existing regulatiens which hamper the rapid and
regular flow of agricultural products from the producer
to the market without necessarily going through the
buying and selling wearhousés. «This,» said he, «will
enable agriculture to devote more attention to the problems
of raising yields in agricultural produetion.» The first
secretary of the Party Committee of the Korca district
suggested in particular that the relative ministries, such
as those of the internal trade, the light and food-pro-
cessing industry and communications should co-ordinate
their work better in this field.

«In our district, too, Comrade Enver, measures have
been taken to remove all cbstacles to the supply of the
people,» said the first secretary of the Party Committee
of the Pogradec district. «In this direction, especially, in
the summer period, we also have the help of the other
districts in which agricultural products ripen earlier.»

«This problem,» said the chairman of the Executive
Commitiee of this district, «becomes more acute for the
city, especially in the months of July and August, when
thousands of peeple with particular demands and interests
come here to spend their holidays in the best way possible.~

Comrade Enver Hoxha listened very attentively to
what they said about their problems and told them to
work persistently to meet the demands of the people,
not ohly of the towns, but also of the villages, especially
of the mountainous areas, in order that the standard of
living goes up everywhere. «Your districts,» said he,
«should make an even greater advance not only in agri-
cvlture, but also in industry, culture and all other fields.»
He availed himself of his opportunity to speak about
the cultural and artistic life of the city of Korga. «I have
followed with keen interest the performance of your
artistic groups,» he said, «which recommend themselves;
I know you have a symphony orchestra, but taking account
of the rich traditicns of Korca in these fields and of the
many talents that emerged fiom your city in the past,
as a sympathizer of your eity, I do not think-I am seeing
in this field the great vigour which is seen in other fields,
there are not as many new talents, writers, composers,
etc emerging as I expect.»

«You are right and I agree with your observation,
Comrade Enver,» said the first secretary of the Party
Committee of the Korga district, «but the problem is that
very often (and he smiles) Tirana keeps for itself those
who distinguish themselves,»
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Comrade Enver Hoxha: «The criticism is right, we
will take it into account, but I do not think you are dis-
pleased at seeing the boys and girls of your district making
their debut on the national stage and in other fields of
scientific and artistic creativeness of the country.»

~.Time is close to one hour p.m., but the conversation,
the exchange of opinions and suggestions goes on very
lively and it seems as if Drilon, with its calm beauty and
cool shades, has decided not to dismiss his guests, among
whom today is the beloved leader of the Party and our
people, Comrade Enver Hoxha.

Finally, after expressing his satisfaction at this cordial
and dpen conversation, Comrade Eaver Hoxha tells those
present: «Our Party is on the right road, so we must
constantly strengthen it and, with it at the head, fulfil
all the tasks for the further flourishing of our socialist
Homeland, making it more prosperous and powerful than
ever. At the same time we must raise our vigilance and
strengthen the moral and political unity of the people.

«Once again, comrades, I thank you for the very
useful conversation we had together. From the questions
you raise important problems emerge for your and the
other districts, as well as for the central organs which
should think about them and take the necessary mea-
sures.»

Comrades Enver Halili and Stili Kaskaviqi thanked
Comrade Enver Hoxha for his many and very valuable
recommendations and advice, and on behalf of the other
comrades promised that they would put them into practice
without fail.

Then the comrades rise from their seats and after
taking a picture as a souvenir of wonderful Drilon, take
a stroll along some alleys of the park. While walking
Comrade Ligor Visi takes Comrade Enver Hoxha by the
arm and tells him that the workers and the other working
people of the state farm have charged him to convey their
best wishes to him and their great desire to receive
Comrade Enver Hoxha amid the collective of the enter-
prise.

«Thank you very much,» says Comrade Enver Hoxha.
«Tell your working people that I long fo see Korca, that
I will consider their desire and when I come to Korgca
will visit your state farm, as well as the cooperative of
Plasa, and other economies and industrial centres to meet
the 'workers and working people of Korga, to get acquainted
with their ever greater achievements, to congratulate them
and wish them well. Please, convey my best wishes to
all of them», says Comrade Enver Hoxha.

Again he embraced them and, while taking his leave,
wished them successes at work and happiness in life.

All the comrades greet Comrade Enver Hoxha with
great warmth and wish him a long life.



THE NEW FAMILY CODE

OF

THE PSR OF ALBANIA

by KSANTHIPI BEGEJA

The family legislation of the PSRA is aimed
at influencing the creation of the soundest family possible
and the defence and ceaseless strengthening of family relations
in the spirit of the norms of communist morality. Its duty
is to ensure complete equality between consorts,
broadening and deepening of democracy
in the family and to combat manifestations
of the alien ideology in family relations

IN JUNE THIS YEAR THE PEOPLE’'S ASSEMBLY OF THE PEOPLE’S SO-
CIALIST REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED THE NEW
FAMILY CODE OF THE PSRA WHICH CAME INTO FORCE ON SEPTEMBER
1, 1982. THE APPROVAL OF THIS IMPORTANT DOCUMENT OF A POLITICAL,
IDEOLOGICAL AND JURIDICAL CHARACTER CONTRIBUTES TO THE FUR-
THER STRENGTHENING OF THE ALBANIAN FAMILY AND OF OUR SOCIAL-
IST SOCIETY AS A WHOLE. THE FAMILY CODE WAS DRAFTED IN KEEPING
WITH THE CONDITIONS OF THE PRESENT-DAY DEVELOPMENT AND THE
REQUIREMENTS AND PRINCIPLES OF THE NEW CONSTITUTION OF 1976
AND CONSTITUTES ANOTHER VICTORY IN THE FIELD OF ALBANIAN

SOCIALIST LAW,

Before its approval, this new Code,
like any other fundamental document,
was submitted to a broad popular dis-
cussion. The broad working masses
in city and country took an active
part in the discussion of the draft-
code and expressed very valuable opi-
nions which served to improve it and
make it more complete. At the same
time, they fully endorsed the contents
of this document.

The radical changes that have taken
place in Albania in the political, eco-
nomic, cultural and social fields brought
about a real revolution in the Alba-
nian family as well.

Profound inequality between hus-
band and wife and the submissiveness
of woman in the family were cha-
racteristic of the Albanian family be-
fore Liberation. The patriarchal family,
which was the dominant family pat-
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tern, had the relations of oppression
and exploitation of the wife by the
husband and of the children by the
parents and the rule of the husband
as the head of the family, at its
basis.

The transitional period from capital-
ism to socialism is also characterized
by the all-round development of ma-
trimonial and family relations. The
Albanian family is transformed from
a patriarchal family into a family with
socialist features, and the process still
continues. Many factors, such as the
construction of the economic base of
socialism, the elimination of the ex-
ploiting classes, the decomposition of
the patriarchal family in the country-
side, the participation of woman in
social production, the raising of the
educational level of the family members

and of the woman in particular, etc

tiad an influence in this direction,

Our socialist legislation, which im-
mediately after Liberation sanctioned
by law the new socialist principles
of the family, has also played an
important auxiliary role in the creation
of the socialist family in the PSRA.

The new family legislation of the
PSRA, just as the family legislation in
force hitherto, is aimed at influencing
the creation of the soundest family
possible and the defence and cease-
less strengthening of family relations
in the spirit of the norms of com-
munist morality. Its duty is to ensure
complete equality between consorts,
broadening and deepening of democracy
in the family and to combat mani-
festations of the alien ideoldgy in fa-
mily relations.

In PSRA the family has always
been seen as an important cell of socie-
ty, and its problems are considered as
questions of major political and social
importance. The Marxist concept that
the new socialist society cannot be
built without establishing socialist re-
lations in the family predominates in
our socialist country. In the conditions
of present-day development, the Alba-
nian family in general distinguishes
itself for its sound moral-political si-
tuation and a high and ever rising
cultural ~ and ~a&ducational level, for
equal rights between consorts and het-
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ween them and the other family mem-
bers, for mutual love, assistance and
respect among the members of the
family. The revolution that has taken
place in the family is the fruit of the
correct policy the Party of Labour of
Albania has carried out in this field
of social relations as well.

The new family legislation reaffirms
the principle of the Constitution that
«Marriage and family are under the
care and protection of the State and
society.» Under the new Family Code
the state organs and social organiza-
tions are charged with the duty of help-
ing the creation of correct concepts
about marriage as the premise for
the formation of a sound family, of
concerning themselves about the streng-
thening of the socialist family and
the education of its members with the
Marxist-Leninist outlook and in strug-
gle against alien manifestations.

The new Family Code reaffirms the
principle that the only lawful form
of marriage recognized in our country
is monogamous marriage. It is against
any violation of this principle and
against any manifestation of the sub-
mission of the woman.

The Family Code like the previous
legislation recognizes and supports only
the marriage concluded before the com-
petent state organ, which is the peo-
ple’s council. The views about «free
cohabitation without family obliga-
tions» are alien to our socialist order
and our proletarian morality.

In our society marriage as the lawful
basis for the creation of the family
is characterized by the principle of
the freedom of the person to choose
his or her life companion. Article 13
of the new Family Code reads, «Mar-
riage is concluded by the will of the
future consorts on the basis of acquain-
tance and love» This requirement is
of particular importance, because only
such a marriage created the conditions
for a sound family.

The new Code also lays down some
conditions for the conclusion of mar-
riage, which are intended to protect both
the interests of those who are linked
in marriage and the children, as well
as society as a whole. Thus, the age
foreseen by the previous legislation: 16
years for the wife and 18 years for
the husband, is maintained as the mi-
nimal marriagable age limit.

One of the fundamental principles
that goes through all the new Family
Code is that of complete equality bet-
ween husband and wife. «Family

members have equal rights and duties
in the family. The woman, liberated
of political oppression and economic
exploitation, as a great force of the
revolution, enjoys equal rights with
man in the family,» says Article 6 of
the Code. :

In the People’s Socialist Republic
of Albania a constant struggle has
been going on fo ensure that equality
of women with men is not confined
to its proclamation and sanctioning by
law, but that it is carried out in prac-
tice. To realize this aim, the Albanian
state and society create all the condi-
tions and possibilities for the Alba-
nian woman to take an active part in
the production of material goods, in
the management of economic and state
affairs, in education and culture, in
the whole political and social life of
the country. At the same time, the
state and society have taken a number
of concrete measures to ease the bur-
den of housework on women, which
means the real application of this
equality., The broadening of the trade
and communal services network, the
increasing number of créches and kin-
dergartens both in city and country,
the setting up of messes at working
centres, the sale of many confec-
tions and electrodomestic applian-
ces, efc have positively influenced
the achievement of this objective.

Broad educational work is also car-
ried out to ensure effective equality
between the woman and the other
members of the family by creating
correct concepts about the need for
all the members of the family to join
in housework, considering it part of
their task. As a result, our socialist
family has opened all the road for
the woman to enjoy equality not only
in the political and economic life of
the country, but in family life as
well.

At the 8th Congress of the PLA, the
leader of the Albanian people said
that «The Party has fought and will
go on fighting consistently for the
implementation of its program for the
complete emancipation of the Albanian
woman, without whom socialism can-
not be conceived or its construction
be carried forward.»

In the implementation of this pro-
gram, the family legislation is per-
meated through and through by the
principle of the equal Ttights and
duties of consorts in family life, without
which there can be mo agreeable life
in the family. Therefore, Article 24 on

the new Code says expressively, «Con-
sorts have the same rights and duties.
They should love and respect each
other, be faithful to each other in
marriage and help each other in the
fulfilment of all family and social obli-
gations and contribute jointly in meet-
ing the material and cultural needs
of the family.» «Consorts decide in
common about any question which
has to do with the relations deriving
irom marriage,» says Article 25 of the
Family Code. Thus, for example, in
regard to the name consorts will keep
after the conclusion of marriage, the
new Code recognizes to them the right
to choose as a common family name
one of their surnames or to keep each
his or her surmame. Children take
the common family name of their
parents. If parents have different fa-
mily names, children keep the name
parents will agree on. Only if no
agreement is reached, children are
given the surname of the father. Like-
wise, the problem of the residence of
the consorts is resolved proceeding from
the principle of equal rights and mutual.
understanding and interest. In the
same manner is regulated the mana-
gement of the common economy of
the family. Both consorts contribute
to the maintenance of the family.

In regulating the personal relations
between the two consorts and their
property relations, our socialist legisla-
tion always bases itself on the principle
of their complete equality. The pro-
perty relations of consorts are regu-
lated by the new Civil Code which
came into force on January 1, 1982.
Under the new Civil Code marriage
brings about no change in the property
owned by each consort before the
conclusion of marriage. This remains
property of the consort who owned
it previously and he or she has the
right to administer it. On the other
hand, objects, savings deposits and
anything acquired by the consorts after
marriage is their common property.
The objects of personal use of consorts
are not considered common property
(Article 86 of the Civil Code of the
PSRA).

The part of common property apper-
taining to each consort is determined
on the basis of equality of contribu-
tion. However, the part of each of
them may increase or decrease accord-
ing to the income from the work of
each consort, the degree of participa-
tion in housework, as well as any
other work in the management, mainte-
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nance and increase of objects of com-
mon property.

Other legal provisions regulating the
relations of consorts with third parties
are another evidence of equal rights
between consorts, without distinction
between husband and wife. Thus, Ar-
ticle 87 of the Civil Code says that
all juridical actions undertaken by
either consort in connection with their
common property are valid even when
carnied out without the approval of
the other consort. However, alienation
of common fixed property is permissi-
ble upon common consent of both
consorts.

The new family of our socialist order
is a sound family, because it is created
and built on a new basis. The eco-
nomic basis of our family is the social
ownership of means of production, by
which exploitation and enslavement
are abolished, equality of rights bet-
ween husband and wife is established,
arbitrariness towards woman and chil-
dren which was characteristic of the
old patriarchal family of the pre-Li-
beration period is eliminated.

Nevertheless, in our reality there are
still cases in which, because of mani-
festations of conservatism which im-
pedes the introduction of the new in
the family, or liberalism which brings
about degeneration in the way of life
of the family and weakens its educa-
tional role, or because of the conclu-
sion of marriage without sufficient
mutual acquaintance, relations bet-
ween consorts may be shaken and their
life in common become impossible. In
these cases our legislation allows di-
vorce in order to eliminate the grave
situation that may be created in the
family. This does not represent in the
least a departure from the principle
of protection of marriage and the fa-
mily by the state. Our socialist state
is interested in protecting sound mar-
riages, those that genuinely fulfil their
mission. However, when, in given cir-
cumstances, marriage has lost its so-
cial mission, divorce is unavoidable
and, in certain cases, beneficial.

Our society tries to avoid unjustified
divorces, condemns light-minded stands
towards the family, because everybody
knows that it is children, in the
first place, who suffer the con-
sequences of such divorces. Only when
marriage loses all meaning and coha-
bitation becomes unbearable, our le-

gislation allows the dissolution of mar-
riage. Marriage is dissolved always
by decision of court and on the demand
of one of consorts.

The right of divorce does not in
the least infninge on the rights of
the Albanian woman. Experience has
shown that in all social formations with
antagonistic classes divorce has been
and remains a means in the service
of man alone, has been a means of
coersion on the woman. It is true that
divorce today is recognized in almost all
the countries of the world, but in the
class society, although the law recogni-
zes this right to the woman, too, it
remains a dead letter. The woman
cannot exercise this right as long as
she is economically dependent on man.

In the People’s Socialist Republic of

Albania the state organs and the mass.

organizations which ensure the leading
role of the Party in city quarters,
villages, work centres, carry out large-
scale educational work todoaway with
backward customs in family relations
and to build these relations on new
bases acceptable by the new socialist
morality and sanctioned by the exist-
ing legislation.

In protection of the rights of woman
and child, the new Code of Procedure,
which came into force on January 1,
1982, gives the court the right to decide
on the suspension of action for divorce
upon request of the pregnant woman.
This suspension remains in force until
the child is one year of age and is
intended to spare the pregnant woman
such commeotions as would harm herself
and her child. This provision is adopted
on account of the fact that suspension
of action for divorce until the child is
one year of age may serve, in certain
cases, as a means for the reconciliation
of consonts.

The principle of equality between
father and mother in their parental
rights is another expression of the
equality of rights between man and
wioman.

According to the new Family Code, pa-
rental right, that is the rights and
duties of the parents to take care
of the rearing and education of their
under-aged children, as well as to
protect their children’s rights and
interests, belongs to both parents. This
right is exercised only in the interest
of under-aged children and upon agree-
ment of both parents. Article 7 of
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the Code says, «The parents are res-
ponsible for the rearing and commun-
ist education of their children with
revolutionary feelings and lofty virtues
to serve the socialist Homeland every-
where and always. Children are duty
bound to respect their parents and to
take care of them, especially when the
latter are disabled and without suffi-
cient means of livelihood.»

In defining the obligations of the
members of the family to assist each
other and to take part, according to
their abilities and possibilities, in im-
proving the material well-being and
raising the cultural level of the family,
the new Code marks a step forward
compared with the previous one. It
stipulates that parents should provide
for the living of their children until
the latter reach the age of 25 years,
when they attend the middle or higher
school. In the previous law this obli-
gation was enforced until the child was
18 years of age. This change is intended
to enable the children to finish medium
and higher education when their pa-
rents have all the conditions to meet
this obligation.

Besides, in the new Family Code
the brothers and sisters of age who
are incapable of work and have no
sufficient means of livelihood are in-
cluded in the category of persons en-
titled to means of livelihood from the
members of their family. The previous
Code in force ensured these rights
only to brothers and sisters under age.

A new provision of a pronounced
humanitarian character is that which
recognizes to grandfathers and grand-
mothers the right to maintain personal
relations with their grandchildren, even
when their parents or another person
caring for them prohibits them from
doing so.

The new Code reaffirms and further
develops the constitutional principle
that «mother and child enjoy special
protection» In our socialist society a
series of socio-economic conditions have
been created in order to ensure as
complete harmonization as possible of
the function of the woman as mother
and her function as participant in so-
cially useful production work.

The special care of our state and
society shown for children is another
feature of the new family legislation
which stands out in all the provisions
of this Code.
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This care and protection is extended
to children born both in and out of
wedlock. The latter have the same
rights and duties as the childréen born
in wedlock. Our legislation enables
these children to have their father.
The new Code defines the way of the
voluntary recognition of the paternity
of these children. If the parent does not
do 50 voluntarily, the mother and child,
when the latter comes of age, are given
the legal means to demand the recogni-
tion of paternity. With their recogni-
tion of paternity in the voluntary or
legal way those children énjoy all the
rights in the family of their father
the same as the other children of the
latter, if any. Besides, these children
enjoy the right to be sheltered in in-
fant’s or children’s homes when the
mother does not want to keep the
child herself, The children that are
under the care of these institutions
may be adopted by other persons only
upon their parents’ consent.

Socialist humanism, which permeates
the new Family Code, is also expressed
in the regulation of relations between
parents and children deriving from
adoption. Unlike the former Family
Code which allowed the adoption of
a full-aged person when it was proved
that he had been maintained by the
adoptor during a long time of his
minority, the new Code permits only
the adoption of children under 18. Like-

wise, the new Code allows in no case
and fof no redson whatscever the ées=
sation of adoption, as adoption is in-
tended to create relations similar o
those existing between parents and
children. The rights and duties that
emerge through adoption betiween the
adoptor and his relatives, on the one
hand, and the adopted child and his
eventual children, on the other hand,
are the same as those existing bet-
ween relatives of the same blood. The
new Albanian legislation now recogni-
zes only complete adoption.

The new Code brings important chan-
ges in the state and social care for
under-aged children who, for various
reasons, have remained without parents
or without parental care because the
latter are dead or unkmown, or have
been deprived of the capacity of acting
as such or have lost their parental
rights. Article 11 of the new Family
Code stipulates, «The children that
have remained without parents or sup-
port are reared and educated by the
state. The state creates suitable condi-
tions for their living, education, in-
struction and all-round development by
appointing the relative tutors and send-
ing them, according to the case, to
special institutions for children —
boarding schools, health or other insti-
tutions.»

The new Family Code charges the
protection of these children to the
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councils of tutors that operate at every
district éxecutive committee. These
councils are comprised of a people’s
council membet, the heads of the
education and Health sections, a judge
of the district conirt of justice as well
as representatives of social organiza-
tions (the Labour Youth Union of Al-
bania, Women’s Union of Albania and
the Democratic Front). These councils
are assisted in their activity by the
state organs and social organizations.

The great successes achieved in the
People’s Socialist Republic of Albania
in the strengthening of the family and
the emancipation of the woman are
not_accidental. They have been pre-
pared by the whole historical deve-
lopment of our Homeland under the
leadership of the Party of Labour
of Albania, by the ceaseless and syste-
matic work carried out in this direction
over the four decades of the existence
of the people’s power. They are the
result of the correct Marxist-Leninist
line implemented by the Party in this
important field of social relations.

The rights guaranteed to the Alba-
nian woman in marriage and family
relations are realizable, not only be-
cause they are built on sound political
and economic bases, but also because
they are sanctioned by law and accom-
panied with the relative material con-
ditions which constitute a distinctive
feature of the social order established in
the PSRA.



THE DEVELOPMENT AND
OF THE MATERIAL - TECH
BASE IS CLOSELY CONN
THE PERFECTING OF THE
IN TOWN AND COUNTRYS

Socialist Albania has wiped out all those ills of capitalism which lead t
of productive capacities, such as unemployment, spontaneity, anarchy an

The fundamental economic task of
the 7th Five-year Plan, which was ap-
proved by the 8th Congress of the PLA,
is: «The general development of the
economy, relying completely on our
own forces, on the basis of deepening
the socialist industrialization of the
country, the strengthening and inten-
sification of agriculture, raising the

'FOR ALBANIA, WHICH EMERGED FROM EXTREME SOCIO-ECONOMIC
BACKWARDNESS AND WENT OVER DIRECTLY TO THE STAGE OF THE
CONSTRUCTION OF SOCIALISM, RELYING ON ITS OWN FORCES, IN THE
DIFFICULT CONDITIONS OF THE IMPERIALIST-REVISIONIST BLOCKADE,
COMPLEX SOCIALIST TRANSFORMATIONS TAKE PLACE IN A HISTORIC
PERIOD AND INVOLVE A NUMBER OF COMPLICATED PROBLEMS WHICH
HAVE TO DO WITH THE RAPID DEVELOPMENT OF THE PRODUCTIVE
FORCES, AND THE ESTABLISHMENT AND PERFECTING OF THE SOCIALIST
RELATIONS OF PRODUCTION, THE SOCIAL-CLASS STRUCTURE  AND

SUPERSTRUCTURE OF SOCIETY.

The five-year periods of the deve-
lopment of the people’s economy and
culture are important stages in this
whole process of transformation, which
enabled us to put our labour resources
in the service of the economy, to
exploit our natural assets, to use our
material and financial values, to de-
velop our productive forces for the con-
struction of the material-technical base
and to perfect the economic relations
in town and countryside.

The years of the people’s state power
witnessed a great increase of the so-
cial production and the national inco-
me, and of the degree of the intensifi-
cation and effectiveness of the econo-
my. In 1980, compared with the period
before Liberation, total social produc-
tion increased over 20 fold, total in-
dustrial production over 125 fold, and
total agricultural production over 5
HASAN BANJA — Professor, Director
of the Institute of Economic Studies at

the Academy of Sciences of the PSR of
Albania

fold, at a time when the population
grew only 2.6 fold. In the three decades
from 1951 to 1980 the national income
has increased at an average annual
rate of 7-8 per cent, which is three
times more rapidly than the annual
average rate of population growth.
The 7th Five-year Plan (1981-1985),
the directives of which were approved
by the 8th Congress of the PLA, opens
up new and great perspectives to the
socio-economic development of the
country on the road to socialism. In
1985, as against 1980, total social produc-
tion is envisaged to increase 34-36 per
cent, at an annual average rate of
6.4 per cent, as against 4.6 per cent
increase in the 6th Five-year Plan
(1975-1980). The volume of total so-
cial production in this five-year plan will
be larger than the volume of produc-
tion realized during the first four five-
year plans taken together, and the vo-
lume of exports will be even greater.
The national income will continue to
increase at still more rapid rates.

efficiency of the economy, the develop-
ment of the technical-scientific revolu-
tion and perfecting the socialist rela-
tions of production, in order to guarantee
and gradually raise the material well-
being and the cultural level of the
masses of the working people and to
further strengthen the socialist order
and the defence capacity of the Home-
land.»1

The productive forces will develop
further, in conformity with the funda-
mental economic task of the 7Tth Five-
year Plan. Correct proportions of the
extended socialist reproduction have
been established and a more complete
co-ordination of the development of
the forces of production with the si-
multaneous improvement of the entire
system of the socialist relations of pro-
duction has been ensured.

Unlike capitalism, in socialism the
productive forces develop according to
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plan, in a proportional manner and
at rapid rates, and not in a spontaneous
and anarchic manner, in zigzags, with
frequent breaks caused by economic
crises of overproduction. They develop
according to the growing needs of the
economy, the people and defence, and
not according to the law of values and
for ensuring maximum profit, as in
capitalism.

The 7th Five-year Plan marks a new
important step forward in the deve-
lopment of the productive forces in
industry, agriculiure and the other
branches of material production. The
most essential feature of this develop-
ment is that the 7th Five-year Plan is
the first five-year plan which has been
drafted and will be carried out relying
completely on our own forces, without
any credits or economic <«aid» from
abroad.

The rapid development of the pro-
ductive forces rests on the deepening
of the process of socialist industrializa-
tion, the all-round intensification of agri-
culture, the large-scale introduction of
the natural assets of the country into
economic circulation, the development
of the technical and scientific revolu-
tion, and the raising of the economic
efficiency through the increase of the
productivity of labour and the investing
power of the socialist state for the
complete construction of the material-
technical base of socialism.

STRENGTHENING

The material-technical base of so-
cialism is characterized by the predo-
minance of large-scale machine produc-
tion in all the branches of the economy,
and - the extensive and planned utili-
zation of the achievements of advanced
technique, technology and science. In
socialism the introduction of machi-
nery into the process of production
is free from the antagonistic contra-
dictions characteristic of capitalism and
is not aimed at the exploitation of wor-
kers for the increase of capitalist pro-
fits, on the contrary, it is aimed at
increasing production, raising the pro-
ductivity of social labour, making work
lighter, and ever better meeting the
needs of the economy, the working
péople and the defence of the country.

In socialism 1the  material-technical
base develops in an all-round manner
and at rapid rates, based on self-
reliance and on the development of the
technical-scientific  revolution. This
way of development is an objective
condition for the PSR of Albania, the
more so as it builds socialism in the
difficult conditions of the imperialist-re-
visionist encirclement and blockade.
The construction of the material-tech-
nical base of socialism at rapid rates
strengthens the economic independence
and defence of the socialist Homeland,
ensures the production of the means
of production needed for the perspec-
tive development of the economy and

creates a powerful support base for the
future development.

The material-technical base of social-
ism is characterized by the most com-
plete and efficient economic utilization
of the implements and objects of la-
bour, and of the ever increasing pro-
ductive capacities at the disposal of
the socialist economy. Socialist Albania
has wiped out all those ills of capi-
talism which lead to incomplete utiliza-
tion of productive capacities, such as
unemployment, spontaneity, anarchy
and competition, inflation and econo-
mic crises.

The development of the productive
forces and the construction of the ma-
terial-technical base of socialism are
always accompanied by the utilization
of the productive capacities, Socialist
society is interested not only in in-
creasing the volume of fundamental
investments and constructions for the
building of the material-technical base
of socialism, but also in ensuring that
these investments have the highest re-
turns possible, that the new projecte
are commissioned within the shortest
possible term and exploited in the
most complete manner., This has been
and remains an unalterable demand of
the economic policy of the PLA, And
this demand assumes special signifi-
cance in the present conditions.

The 7th Five-year Plan envisages that
86 per cent of the increase of total
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industrial production is to be ensured
from a more effective exploitation of the
existing productive capacities, from the
reconstruction and modernization of the
existing productive capacities, and only
14 per cent from the new projects
which will be set up and commissioned
in the period 1981-1985.

The material-technical base of so-
cialism is distributed all over the te-
rritory of the country. This is another
important aspect of the economic policy
of the PLA, which aims at ensuring
the presence of the working class, as
the backbone of the people’s state po-
wer and the social base of the state,
in alliance with the cooperativist pe-
asantry, everywhere. This enables a
large-scale utilization of the mnatural
wealth of the country, the raising of
the productivity of social labour, with
industry developing in all regions of
the country and the new labour force,
which is created as a result of the
rapid demographic development of our
country being utilized as fully as pos-
sible. This distribution brings produc-
tive activities closer to the source of
primary materials and fuels and the
consumers of finished products, saving
social labour and cutting on irrational,
long distance transport. The policy of
the PLA in the territorial distribution
of the productive forces also aims at
extending and strengthening the links
between industry and agriculture, gra-
dually eliminating essential distinctions
between town and countryside, and
strengthening the defence capacity of
the socialist Homeland.

The material-technical base of social-
ism is characterized by a structure in
ceaseless improvement. The main place
in this structure is occupied by industry
and agriculture, as the key branches of
material production. The leading role of
industry in the multi-branched structure
of the material-technical base is de-
termined by the fact that industcy
produces the means of production need-
ed for the extended socialist reproduc-
tion of all the branches of the eco-
nomy.

Therefore, socialist industrialization
has occupied first place in the high-
rate development of the productive for-
ces and the construction of the ma-
terial-technical base of socialism. In the
report delivered at dhe 8th Congress of
the PLA, Comrade Enver Hoxha said:

«The creation and the . strengthening
of our multi-branched industry, heavy
and light industry, based firmly on our
own sources and assets and with clear
prospects of development, is a monu-
mental deed of our Party and peo-
ple, achieved with great toil, sacrifice
and unrivalled heroism, a deed
of  historic importance for the
present and future generations.»2

The economic policy of the PLA for
the socialist industrialization of the
country stands out for the simultaneous
development of industry and agricul-
ture, the priority development of the
heavy, extracting and processing indus-
try, without ever neglecting the light
industry, and the high-rate develop-
ment of industry in those directions
which ensure the implementation of the
principle of self-reliance in the cons-
truction of socialism.

This is the direction in which socialist
industrialization is carried out in Al-
bania. The peculiarity of our socialist
industrialization is that it is carried out
not at the expense of agriculture or
by slowing down the rates of its de-
velopment, but on the basis of the
simultaneous high-rate development of
all the branches of material produc-
tion. Under the 7th Five-year Plan in-
dustry will develop on a broad front,
consolidating its multi-branched cha-
racter and giving priority to the deve-
lopment of the heavy, processing and
extracting industry, further improving
the positive balance of energy sources
with special stress on the oil industry,
developing both the industry which pro-
duces means of production and the in-
dustry which produces consumer goods,
and putting industry more and more in
the service of the intensification of
agriculture.

Agriculture, which constitutes the
base of our economy and on which
depends to a large extent the deve-
lopment of the other branches of the
economy, the supply of the light and
food industry with primary materials,
and the food supply of the people and
the increase of exports, with also make
great progress. If is a great success that
since 1976 the agricultural workers suc-
ceeded in making the country self-suf-
ficient in bread grains for immediate
consumption and for building up reser-
ves. The role of agriculture grows con-
tinuously along with the ever growing
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population, and the rising level of its .
well-being, with the development of
the light and food industry, with the
increasing export of agricultural pro-
ducts and the ceaseless strengthening
of the defence capacity of the Home-
land. Therefore, the increase of agri-
cultural production, with the priority
increase of the production of bread
grain and without neglecting the pro-
duction of industrial crops, livestock and
fruit-growing, as well as the raising
of the efficiency of agricultural pro-
duction, are the main objectives for
the 7th Five-year Plan in the field of
agriculture.

For this to be achieved, the 7th
Five-year Plan envisages to further
extend and strengthen the material-
technical base of agriculture. In 1985
industry will supply agriculture with
machinery and equipment, chemical
fertilizers, insecticides and pesticides, at
a complessive value of about 53 per
cent larger than in 1980. Compared
with the 6th Five-year Plan, invest-
ments in agriculture will increase 42
per cent. Bigger, that is, 60 per cent
more investments will be made espe-
cially on land improvement projects.
Agriculture, in furn, will be able fto
supply industry with larger quantities
of farm products. In 1985, against 1980,
it will supply industry with about 50
per cent more primary materials.

All this shows that in the 7th Five-
year Plan the intensive character of
agricultural development will be de-
veloped further. It is envisaged that 90
per cent of the increase of produc-
tion will be ensured from higher yields
of agricultural crops and increased pro-
ductivity of the livestock. Besides rais-
ing the productivity of labour, increas-
ing the care for the land, ensuring more
feed for the livestock and improving
its management, extending chemiza-
tion and applying agrotechnical rules
more completely, developing the hilly
and mountainous regions, promoting
technical and scientific progress and
raising the economic efficiency of ma-
terial expenditure, in the 7th Five-year
Plan important measures will be taken
for the intensification of an extensive
area in the plains with the direct fi-
nancial and material-technical partici-
pation of the socialist state. In these
conditions, the intensive development of
the economy, agriculture especially, as-
sumes first-rate importance, «The fulfil-
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ment of the targets envisaged in the
7th Five-year Plan for agriculture will
be achieved, more than ever before,
through intensification,»3 said Comrade
Enver Hoxha at the 8th Congress.

- Intensification of production, with
priority being given to the development
of the more fertile plains of the
country, over a 10-year period, will
affect, as a first stage, more than
100,000 hectares of land in the plains of
the coastal area. The objective will be
to develop agricultural and livestock
production in those zones where work
and investments have higher returns
and conditions are mature for the gra-
dual transition from the property of
the group to the property of the whole
people.

For the rapid development of the
productive forces and the material-
technical base, the volume of funda-
mental investments and constructions
will greatly increase in the T7th Five-
year Plan, The main place will be
occupied by industry and agriculture,
to which will go more than 74 per cent
of the total investments, with an increa-
se of about 37 per cent as against
the last five-year plan.

In all its activity for the construe-
tion of socialist society the PLA has
always maintained a correct Marxist-
Leninist stand. The productive forces
and the relations of production are
seen as two aspects of the mode of
production closely connected with and
conditioning each other, but standing
apart from each other in their func-
tions and their fields of operation and
problems. This is due to the fact that
the relations of production play an
active role in the development of the
productive forces, and are not merely
social forms of their manifestation.
Therefore, the achievement of the objec-
tives which are mapped out in the
7th Five-year Plan of the development
of the economy cannot be imagined
without further strengthening and per-
fecting the socialist relations of pro-
duction. «..The problems of the de-
velopment of the productive forces must
always be considered in close connec-
tion with their social aspects, with
all the components which make up our
socialist life. This has to do with the

practical, well-planned and well-orga-
nized application of that reciprocal in-
teraction between the productive for-
ces and the economic relations and
the relations of the superstructure,
which we talk about, but which, in
practice, we sometimes forget or skate
over lightly.»4

A distinguishing feature of the pro-
ductive forces is that their irresistible
development over the entire period of
the construction of socialism does not
represent one-sided quantitative growth
or a process which has to do only with
the increase of the production of ma-
terial goods, or with the construc-
tion of the material-technical base, the
improvement of the structure of social
production, the technical-scientific pro-
gress, etc. On the contrary, it is an
all-round and deep-going qualitative
process, which involves the social as-
pect, too, the perfecting of the so-
cialist relations of production. The lat-
ter, being relations of collaboration,
reciprocal assistance and, socialist so-
lidarity among the working people of
our society, not only do not run counter
to the social character of the produc-
tive forces, but on the contrary, always
open broad and unlimited roads to
their development.

The role and importance of the
socialist relations of production in the
People’s Socialist Republic of Albania
has grown constantly, parallel with the
development of the country on the
road 1o socialism, They are an im-
portant factor both for the rapid de-
velopment of the productive forces and
the increase of production and its eco-
nomic efficiency, as well as for the
education of the working people.

Wnder the 7th Five-year Plan im-
portant measures are envisaged for
bringing about a further enhancement
of the historically active role of the
relations of production, for developing
the productive forces of the country at
rapid rates, for safeguarding and de-
fending the purity of their socialist
content, for closing all paths to the
capitalist degeneration of the economy,
for carrying forward the all-round de-
velopment of the economy on the so-
cialist road. All this is intended for a
further improvement of the entire sys-
tem of socialist relations of production,
establishing and operating in the eco-
nomy of the country, for the develop-
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ment and strengthening of the two
forms of socialist property, for bring-
ing closer together the cooperativist
property and the property of the en-
tire people, and eventually gradually
transforming the cooperativist property
into property of the entire peop-
le, for improving the forms of or-
ganization and management of work
and production, and the forms of dis-
tribution, for gradually eliminating the
essential distinctions between mental
work and physical work, between town
and countryside, between skilled and
unskilled work, as well as all other
distinctions between social groups and
classes.

In order to raise the stability and
increase the capability of development
of the economy, in the years of the
Tth Five-year Plan the simultaneous de-
velopment of the iwo forms of so-
cialist property must be further har-
monized on the basis of the rapid de-
velopment of the main branches of
material production — industry, agri-
culture, construction, etc. The 7th Five-
year Plan envisages important measures
for increasing the objects of property
and gradually creating the conditions
for bringing together and eventually
merging the property of the group in
the countryside with the socialist pro-
perty of the entire people. Through the
intensification of agriculture the rela-
tions of property will be further impro-
ved by raising the agricultural coope-
ratives to the level of the higher-type
cooperatives, with some of the later
being transformed into state farms.

The development of the productive
forces and of the economy, as a whole,
the perfecting of the socialist relations
in the countryside inevitably affects
the cooperativists’ personal plots, as
a special form of the personal property
in socialism. The increase of agricultu-
ral and livestock production in a big
way in the 7th Five-year Plan, the for-
mation of collective flocks with per-
sonally-owned sheep and goats all over
the country and of collective herds of
cattle in 13 districts of the plains, are
important steps towards increasing the
possibilities of the cooperativist econo-
my and the society for the fulfilment
of the needs of the countryside for agri-
cultural and livestock products, for a
better management of the cooperativists’
personally-owned livestock, for incre-
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ased participation in the work in the
cooperative and increased income from
the cooperativist économy. Experience
up to now shows that formation of
collective herds with the cooperativists’
personally-owned livestock helps in-
crease the care for the cooperativist
property and the economy as a whole,
puts a check on and combats the psy-
chology .and feeling of small private
property and prepares the economic-
social conditions for the gradual liquida-
tion and complete extinction of the
cooperativists’ personal plot in the fu-
ture.

In the 7th Five-year Plan, the per-
fecting of the economic relations di-
rectly in the process of production, there
where social work is carried out and
materialized, where the product and
income are created, where the produc-
tive workers work and create, assumes
special importance.

Important measures will be taken for
improving the relations of exchange
between industry and agriculture,
between town and countryside. The
economic relations between town and
countryside will be perfected in two
directions: through direct state assis-
tance for the development of agricul-
ture, by means of investments for land
improvement and irrigation schemes,
for the mechanization of agriculture,
etc as well as through the relations of
trade, the procurement of agricultural
and livestock production by the state at
conditions favourable for the country-
side.

In this context, the planned manage-
ment of the economy, the system of
material-technical supplies, competen-
ces in the management of the diffe-
rent sectors of the economy, will be

further perfected with the aim of rai-
sing the scientific level of management
and organization of the economy, im-
proving the economic-organizational
and cultural-educational functions of
the socialist staté, by firmly applying
the principle of democratic centralism
and ceaselessly deepening the line of
the masses.

Of special importance for the perfect-
ing of the relations of production
in the 7th Five-year Plan is the im-
provement of the distribution of the
social product, and in this context, of
the distribution of the product for
oneself. In this important question, the
PLLA has faithfully and creatively fo-
llowed the Marxist-Leninist teachings
in the concrete conditions of Alba-
nia. In the distribution of the social
product it gives priority to the high-rate
increase of- the national income as
compared with the increase of the po-
pulation, to the high-rate increase of
the product for society as compared
with the increase of the product for
oneself, to the continuous narrowing of
the sphere of operation of the «bour-
geois right» in order to avoid the crea-
tion of big differentials in the remune-
ration of work and consumption, with-
out ever falling into the positions of
petty-bourgeois egalitarianism. In com-
pliance with the economic policy of
the PLA, in the years of the 7th Five-
year Plan the funds of consumption
will increase 22 per cent, ie more ra-
pidly than the growth of the popula-
tion. For their part, the fund of indi-
vidual consumption will increase 21
per cent and the fund of social con-
sumption will increase 28 per cent.

Beginning from 1981, the first year
of the 7th Five-year Plan, economic
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measures have been introduced for im-
proving the forms of remuneration of
work, which ensure a more rational
application of the requirements of the
economic law of distribution according
to work done. These measures imply a
better connection of remuneration no#
only with the amount and quality of
work done but also with the produc-
tion costs (expenditure of living and
materialized labour). Meanwhile, in

‘the cooperatives of the plains, in which

agriculture will be intensified, present
remuneration according to norms and
workdays will be perfected further until
it eradually reaches the stage in
which the requirements of the law of
distribution according to work which
is applied to the state sector of the eco-
nomy, are applied there, too.

The perfecting of the entire system
of socialist relations of production in
this five-year plan will be an im-
portant step ahead not only for the
realization of the great economic tasks
which have been set, but also for the
consolidation of the socio-economic
development of Albania on the road
of the complete construction of so-
cialism, and for opening up new pers-
pectives for its further development
on this road.

1 Enver Hoxha, Report to the 8th
Congress of the PLA, Tirana 1981, p.
14, Eng. ed.

2 Enver Hoxha, Report to the 8th
Congress of the PLA, Tirana 1981, p.
18, Eng. ed.

3 Enver Hoxha, Report to the 8th
Congress of the PLA, Tirana 1981, p.
35, Eng. ed.

4 Enver Hoxha, Report to the 8th
Congress of the PLA, Tirana 1981, p.
59, Eng. ed.




ACHIEVEMENTS
IN

LAND RECLAMATION
AND IRRIGATION

by FAREDIN NURI

Right from the beginning of its activity

the Party of Labour of Albania considered land reclamation

and irrigation an urgent economic imperative

THE PLA HAS PAID GREAT ATTENTION TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF
THE COUNTRYSIDE. IT HAS WORKED OUT AND IMPLEMENTED A
MARXIST-LENINIST AGRARIAN POLICY. BOTH THE SOCIALIST TRANS-
FORMATION OF THE COUNTRYSIDE AND THE ALL-ROUND DEVELOPMENT
OF AGRICULTURE HAD TO BE CARRIED OUT IN THE CONDITIONS OF AN
EXTREMELY BACKWARD COUNTRY. IN THE GENERAL CONTEXT OF DE-
VELOPMENT OF THE ECONOMY ACCORDING TO THE PRINCIPLE OF
SELF-RELIANCE, AGRICULTURE HAD TO DEVELOP AT RAPID RATES, TO
GATHER STRENGTH AND GO TOWARDS ITS INTENSIFICATION IN ORDER
TO EVER BETTER MEET THE NEEDS OF THE PEOPLE FOR FOOD-STUFFS
AND OF THE INDUSTRY FOR RAW MATERIALS, THEREBY MAKING ITS
CONTRIBUTION TO THE GENERAL ADVANCE OF THE ECONOMY OF THE
COUNTRY.

Among the many measures the PLA
and the Albanian state have taken for
the vigorous development of agricultu-
re, land reclamation and irrigation
occupy a prominent blace.

In Albania the climate of the zones
comprising most of the arable land is
characterized by abundant precipitation,
mainly rain, of great duration and
density and an annual average of
1,430 mm over the whole territory.
Rainfall of the cold period of the year
(October-March) accounts for about
70 per cent of the annual precipitation.
November and April, with their abun-
dant rainfall, frequently hamper and
delay autumn and spring sowing. Sum-
mer, on the other hand, is predomi-

Eng. FAREDIN NURI — Senior scientific
worker

nantly and typically Mediterranean, a
dry season with different periods of
duration.

The physiographic and hydrographic
conditions create serious irrigation pro-
blems for our agriculture. The plains,
if we consider as such the lands
with angle of inclination under 5 per
cent, extend over only about 15 per
cent of the total area of the country.
The rest is made up of hills and
mountains. The high, steep and rugged
mountain and hill chains, with their
many rugosities and complicated oro-
graphy, make the mountainous character
even more pronounced, The relief and
the weather and soil conditions make
hydraulic land reclamation, in its broa-
dest sense, absolutely necessary. Apart
from the plains, land reclamation in

the mountains, that i's the complex
hydro-agricultural measures to preser-
ve and protect the slanting land, whe’e
there is about 41 per cent of the arable
acreage, becomes an imperative. The
importance of land reclamation in the
mountains becomes even more clear con-
sidering the regime and character of
precipitations, the relative scarcity of
farming land and the fact that protec-
tion of the plains depends a great deal
on the protection of the hilly and moun-
tainous areas, and the upsetting of the
land-water-vegetation balance there so-
oner or later results in damage to the
plains and hydrological disorders. Thus,
integral land reclamation constitutes
one of the essential conditions for an
intensive agriculture and the protection
of land..

Right from the beginning of its acti-
vity the Party of Labour of Albania
considered land reclamation and irriga-
tion an urgent economic imperative.
In the first years of its existence,
although with insufficient material and
technical means, the people’s state
power, relying on the initiative of the
peasantry, set about a land reclama-
tion and irrigation work which was to
gradually assume ever broader propor-
tions. Work began according to preli-
minarily defined criteria, some of which
were: the completion of projects must
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be arranged in order of their difficulty,
volume of work and economic profita-
bility; major projects must be dealt
with piecemeal or in two phases, whi-
le never losing sight of the perspective
or accepting relatively minor devia-
tions from their definitive solution;
the initiatives of the peasantry and
youth to dig drainage canals and build
irrigation projects, especially in the
mountain areas where the peasantry has
a good experience of these things, must
be encouraged and given all possible
technical and material assistance.

With these criteria, with simplified
but by no means superficial designs,
with the voluntary mass participation
of the peasantry, the youth and the city
population (there were 5 thousand vo-
lunteers in the reclamation of the Malig
swamp), in the years 1946-1956 a number
of important projects were built, like
the irrigation canals Penkova-Llakatund
with an irrigation capacity of 1,500 hec-
tares, the canal Berat-Kukés Bridge,
the «Naum Panxhi» irrigation canal,
that in the Korca Plain, the Qafé-Dar-
dha canal, each with an irrigation ca-
pacity of 2,500 hectares, the irrigation
canals of Peqin-Kavaja, Myzeqe and
Zadvr'ima, each with an irrigation ca-
pacity of 7,000 hectares and, finally,
the Vjosa-Levan-Fier canal with an
irrigation capacity of 1,500 hectares. In
the field of land reclamation worth
mentioning is the reclamation of the
plain of Kavaja (4,000 hectares of im-
proved land), the improvement and
drainage of the Maliq swamp (4,000 hec-
tares of new land and 4,000 hectares of
improved land), the free flow recla-
mation of the Hoxhara Plain (4,000 hec-
tares of improved land}), and many
minor projects. The gain through the
completion of the main projects of
the above period (1946-1956) amounts
to 5,500 hectares of new land, 52,500
hectares of improved land and 64,000
hectares of irrigable land.

The beginning of the 2nd Five-year
Plan (1956-1960) found us relatively
well prepared, with better means and
greater capacities to cope with any pro-
blem of land reclamation and irriga-
tion. By this time studies were more
complete, hydraulic reclamation was
accompanied with agricultural recla-
mation and, to a certain extent, moun-
tain reclamation (mainly partial and
‘gradual regulation of hill and mountain
flows). The 2nd Five-year Plan was

one more massive work fcr the drain-
ing of swamps and marshzs. In this
time 30 million cubic metres of earth
is shifted, a record figure equal to
about 27 per cent of what has been
done up to now. This period witnesses
a high degree of mechanization in
earth shifting work (at that timeit rose
to 85 per cent and later to 94 per cent)
and the introduction of pregabricated
units for the works of art.

The period comprising the years 1961-
1970 is characterized by an increase of
the irrigation capacity by an additional
148,000 hectares, about 40 per cent of
the present irrigation capacity, as well
as high rates in the construction of
water conservancy projects in hilly and
mountainous areas.

The building of artificial lakes in
the hills and especially in the moun-
tains continues at even more rapid
rates, although in meore difficult geo-
logical and construction conditions. Du-
ring the 4th five-year period (1966-1970)
irrigation schemes were drafted for the
26 districts, which created a clearer
vision of the perspective development
of irrigation in our couniry. The end
of the 3th Five-year Plan (1971-1975)
marks the beginning of the applica-
tion of drainage by means of covered
pipes, as part of agricultural reclama-
tion. Up to now the drained acreage
extends to about 43,000 thousand hec-
tares. In the 7th Five-year Plan (1981-
1985) it is foreseen to drain, by per-
manent buried-pipes drainage, an ave-
rage of 10,000 hectares every year,
about 50,000 hectares all told, reaching
a figure of about 93,000 hectares in
1985. Almost the same rates are envi-
saged for irrigation, which in the same
period will be increased for most of
the intensified areas of about 100,000
hectares, through the construciion of
compensation reservoirs, new reser-
voirs, lining of canals, etc and
the extension of the acreage covered
by shower irrigation. During this
five-year period the irrigation capacity
will increase by another 50-51 thousand
hectares.

To have a more complete idea of
what has been done in the field of
land reclamation and irrigation, suf-
fice it to mention some peculiarities
and factors which make the projects
more complex, more voluminous and
add to their cost. One of these factors
are the frequently recurring squalls
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with record intensity by European stan-
dards, as well as the large tracts of
reclaimed land and the hydrographic
hill basins that delimit the plains which
result in high flow modules, hence in
relatively higher costs per unit of re-
claimed land. Let us mention, as an
example, the Myzeqge canal which
drains a hydrographic basin of 38,340
square kilometres. It has been calcu-
lated to withstand floods equal to a
flow of 2,000 cubic metres per second,
which recur every twenty years. This
canal, which is 17 kilometres long
and for which 4.1 million cubic metres
of land was removed, may well be
considered a real river. The density of
the drainage net work of the land
plot, the damming of rivers and the
protection of banks against erosion also
add to the cost per unit of land.

In the irrigation of our hilly and
mountainous areas, especially the latter,
the factors adding to the relative costs
per unit of irrigated land are: difficult
geological and construction conditions,
the uneven terrain with many depres-
sions and flows, irregular distribution
of blocs and pools, as well as the re-
latively high volumes of dykes. The
ratio of the volume of water to the
volume of the dam oscillates from 3
to 6 in the mountainous areas, as
against 10-25 in the plains and hilly
zones, The irrigation of the mountai-
nous areas is considered of major eco-
nomic and political importance and is
given priority in investments.

The thirty-year period 1951-1981
witnessed high construction rates, about
11,300 hectares were put under water
and 8,000 others reclaimed each year.
Such rates are very seldom met with
in the related world literature. The
extension of land reclamation or irri-
gation to about 90 per cent of the ara-
ble acreage in the plains is a great
achievement. In this five-year period
(1981-1985) there will be a gradual in-
crease of the water available which
will allow, especially in the zone of
further intensification of agriculture,
the growing of two crops each year.

The great work done during the
years of the people’s state power in the
field of land reclamation and irriga-
tion is represented by the following fi-
gures: about 341 thousand hectares of
land put under irrigation, 50 thousand
hectares of new land gained from the
draining of swamps and marshes and
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about 193 thousand hectares of improved
land. About 500 reservoirs with a
capacity of from 50 thousand to over
50 million cubic metres of water have
been built. A total volume of 110-120
million cubic metres of earth has been
removed. An acreage of about 80,000
thousand hectares is irrigated through
the utilization of about 600 pumping
stations with a lifting capacity of from
10 to 800 metres and an installed power
of about 50,000 thousand kW. The acre-
age of land irrigated through mechani-
cal water-lifting devices amounts to
70 thousand hectares. The general wa-
ter-displacing capacity of electric pumps
installed in water-scooping machines is
reckoned at 240 cubic metres per se-
cond, which is equal to 1.2 times the
average flow of the Vjosa River and
24 times the average flow of the Seman
River, two important rivers of our
country, with hydrographic basins of
6,706 and 5,650 square kilometres res-
pectively. Until last year, 51.8 per cent
of the arable land was irrigable, the
highest figure in Europe and ome of
the highest in the world. For the needs
of agriculture, without reckoning live-
stock-raising, we spent more than 600
cubic metres of water per inhabitant,
thereby occupying second place in
Europe.

In the reclaimed and irrigated fields
grain and maize yields have risen
2.5-3.5 times, according to the zones,
the degree of morphological systema-
tization of each plot, the technique of
irrigation, etc. In advanced economies

or on limited plots, achievements are
even greater. The same can more or
less be said of other crops. With the
further intensification of agriculture,
another important increase in yields
is expected. These yields also prove
the high quality of reclamation and
irrigation projects, because, although
agricultural production is dependent on
many other factors, in the final analysis
drainage and irrigation are decisive.
Over the 37 years of the people’s sta-
te power, agricultural production in
socialist Albania has grown twice as
quickly as the population growth, the
real per capita incomes of the pea-
santry have risen 10-20 per cent from
one five-year period to the other, agri-
cultural production has risen 1.7 times
per unit of arable land and 1.6 times
per agriculture worker, as against 1960.
What is done in the field of land

~ reclamation and irrigation is also an

indication of capacities in our or-
ganization, direction and in the tech-
nical-scientific work. Our specialists
have successfully tackled the problems
of water for agriculture, The area of
land studied, which extends to some
tens of thousands of hectares, such
as Myzeqe with a hydrographic basin
of 58,200 hectares, of which 2,090 hec-
tares of hilly country, the designing
and construction ot a great number of
large-sized projects in difficult geolo-
gical conditions, such as the many dams
with a height of 20 to 47 metres, the
ferro-concrete dyvkes with lock-gates
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for supplying several irrigation canals,
many mountain canals running through
rugged rocky terrain, the large canals
with a flow of from 7 to 15 cubic
metres per second, the big pumping
stations, tunnels and the many reser-
voirs in carstic areas — all this s
proof of the practical abilities and the
high technical-scientific level of our
specialists.

Great importance is also paid to the
maintenance of land reclaiming and
irrigation projects. Apart from the net-
work of the third category and a
small part of the network of the se-
cond category, which are kept in good
repair by the agricultural enterprises
and agricultural cooperatives themsel-
ves, all work for the maintenance of
irrigation and land-reclaiming projects
is done by specialized state enterprises
with state expenditure.

The successes in the field of land
reclamation and irrigation are impos-
ing. The 8th Congress of the Party,
which was convened in November last
'year, stressed, «In the future, too,
investments and care for the land

.must constitute the main direction of

the work for the intensification and in-
crease of agricultural production». Irri-
gation and land-reclaiming are the main
measures in this direction.

The usefulness and beauty of this
work, which bear on the transforma-
tion of the environment and the im-
provement of the living conditions of
people, grows even more if seen with
the eyes of an ecologist.
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THE ETHNOGENE
OF THE ALBANIA
IN

THE LIGHT OF HI

A straight line goes
through periods of an
ever growing economic
and social, political
and cultural content;
it brought the Albanian
ethnos, the Albanian
nationality, to a for-
mation of the highest
historical-social level -
the level of the present-
day socialist Albanian
nationality, which is
one and indivisible in
its language, culture,
and territory and every-
thing good it has in-

herited from history

by ALEKS BUDA

THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE FORMATION OF THE ALBA-
NIAN PEOPLE, THEIR LANGUAGE AND CULTURE DWELT ON AN IMPOR-
TANT AND COMPLEX SCIENTIFIC PROBLEM, ONE OF THE FUNDAMENTAL
PROBLEMS WITH WHICH ALBANOLOGY — BOTH AS A SCIENCE ORIGI-
NALLY TREATING PROBLEMS OF THE ALBANIAN NATION AND AS A SCIEN-
CE TREATING PROBLEMS OF A WIDER INTERNATIONAL RANGE, HAS
DEALT FROM THE BEGINNING OF ITS EXISTENCE.

THE PARTY OF LABOUR OF ALBANIA AND COMRADE ENVER HOXHA
HAVE LONG SINCE POINTED OUT THE PHENOMENON OF THE FIRM RE-
SISTANCE OF THE ALBANIAN PEOPLE, WHO, THROUGH THE CENTURIES,
HAVE FACED UP TO MOST DIFFICULT SITUATIONS WHICH JEOPARDI-
ZED THEIR VERY EXISTENCE, THEIR ETHNIC AND CULTURAL IDENTITY.
THEY SET OUR ALBANOLOGICAL SCIENCES THE TASK OF THROWING
LIGHT THROUGH SYSTEMATIC, INTER-DISCIPLINARY STUDIES ON THIS
PHENOMENON, WHICH IS NEITHER A «<MIRACLE» NOR AN ACCIDENT, BUT
THE RESULT OF THE OPERATION OF THE VARIOUS OBJECTIVE AND SUB-
JECTIVE FACTORS THAT UNDERLIED THE HISTORIC FROCESSES WHICH
DETERMINE THE ANCIENT CHARACTER OF THE ALBANIAN PEOPLE AND

SHOW THEIR CONTINUITY AND UNITY OF THEM.

In their attempts to achieve a syn-
thesis of the results of an activity car-
ried out over many years, the scholars
of the PSR of Albania are happy to
come forward before the scientific opi-
nion of their own and other nations
with results which fully coincide with
those achieved by our colleagues and
brothers in Kosova (The University of
Prishtina), Macedonia and Montenegro.
Many of these results have attracted
the attention of the Albanological stu-
dents abroad, who are taking greater
interest in them.

It is our opinion that the wide range
of problems taken up by our Conferen-
ce constitutes a key problem for the
Balkan studies, too, since the problem
of the formation of the Albanian peo-
ple, their continuity and autochthony,
the formation of their historical terri-

Prof. ALEKS BUDA — President of the
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tory, their language and culture, is
connected, by many threads, with ana-
logous problems of the neighbouring
Balkan peoples, with whom the Alba-
nians, as one of the most ancient peo-
ples of this peninsula, live in centu-
ries-long and constant relations of ex-
change — economic, cultural, linguis-
tic and political. These inter-Balkan
relationship strikes the eyes not only of
the discerning specialist. This relation-
ship is apparent in the individualness,
already formed in the centuries, of the
ethnocultural and ethnopsychological
physiognomy of these peoples. In their
study of these both common and indi-
vidual phenomena, the Albanian scien-
tists do not raise problems concerning
ethnic and cultural priorities or supe-
riority, or even less «biological-racial»
factors, nor do they approach the pro-
blem from the positions of a romantic
nationalism in order to affirm that
theirs is the only element of high va-
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lue. By taking up for study the problems
connected with the history of the for-
mation of the Albanian people, their
language and culiure, we are reminded,
amongst other things, of the saying of
the famous Croat Albanologist and Bal-
kanologist, Milan Sufflay, that the his-
tory, language and culture of the an-
cient Albanian people better than any-
thing else reflect the historic stratifi-
cation of the entire Balkan microcos-
mos from the most ancient times. Seen
in this aspect, the Albanian ethnos with
its history, like a giant oak with its
circles, shows the historical growth of
this ancient world of the Balkans.

In the political jargon, not less so in
the scientific jargon, today we come up
against a suspicion, bordering on an a
priori negation of the scientific term
ethnos on the part of a number of Bal-
kan archaeologists, historians and an-
thropologists, amongst whom the Yu-
goslav ones are the most outspoken.

We regret that such  well-known
archaeologists and historians as M. Ga-
rasin, S. Cirkovi¢ and others declare to-
day that science should renounce the
study of the problems connected with
the formation of ancient ethnic¢ groups,
their territories and cultures, because,
according to them, this is allegedly a
field in which «biological-racial» con-
cepts prevail, and that such formations as
the ethnos and the ethnic territory in ge-
neral are connected with the primitive
society, hence are an anachronism in
contemporary society. According to
them, science has abandoned or must
abandon the study of such problems as
those connected with ethnogenesis.

They try to back this up by alleging
that the constituent factor of ethnos

is mainly biological and racial; at most
they give the term ethnos the signifi-
cance of a mere cultural-linguistic com-
munity the existence of which rules out
the need for a relationship, of exchan-
ge free from any degree of prejudice,
amongst peoples, or for a common ba-
sic territory for them to develop. Ob-
viously, such a definition divests the
concept of ethnos of its objective, con-
crete historic content, generally accep-
ted by modern science — a social com-
munity formed historically on the basis
of coexistence, of intercourse in a com-
mon or cognate language, of identical
or similar material and spiritual cultu-
re, of relations of production and ex-
change, all this on the basis of a defi-
nite territory, without which these fac-
tors could not exist and ope-
rate. Hence, the ethnos is an
historical product which is not
given a priori and is not unchangeable,
cannot exist without connection with
the social formations which, in the last
analysis, determine it. So, the ethnos

-exists as an embryo in specific forms,

both in the tribal and slave-owning so-
cieties, both in the people and in the
nation as forms of organization of
the feudal society, as well as in the na-
tion of the capitalist society and in
soeialism. Nevertheless, the content is
always new, corresponding to the rela-
tive socio-economic formation. The
ethnos in all these social formations
invariably consists of those compo-
nents, which are always present regard-
less of the fact that in the primitive
society, for instance, the territorial and
especially the economic factors develop
in weak rudimentary forms, whereas
in the more developed social forma-

tions the above-mentioned factors
carry greater weight although not at
the expense of the other factors such
as language, which is one of the most
important criterium in the formation
and definition of the ethnos.

According to us, progressive opinion
in modern science has every reason
to attach ever greater importance to
the investigation and study of the for-
mation of ethnic communities and their
cultures, as well as their national ter-
ritories seen as a result of a socio-his-
torical formation. Carried out on an
objective scientific basis, these studies
constitute a powerful theoretical ar-
gument in the hands of the peoples,
nationalities and nations, either oppres-
sed or on the road to their liberation,
for the affirmation, on legitimate histo-
rical bases, of their political and na-
tional identity, of their aspirations to a
democratic progressive culture compa-
tible with their ethnical-historical
physignomy and demands for social
progress, with their struggle for free-
dom and independence against any
form of exploitation; these are impor-
tant tasks and problems which have
been put forward for solution and to
which the science must find an
answer.

* &

The initial Illyrian ethnos, with its
very vast territorial extension from the
Sava River down to Epirus, had a very
loose unity. Depending on the circum-
stances, it split, regrouped or mingled
with other ethnoses or was even assimi-
lated by them. However, one group of
this ethnos, the South Illyrians, began
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to grow apart, due to the particularly
favourable situation of their territory,
as an individual ethno-cultural com-
munity with many features in common,
In contemporary sources they are de-
signated as «the Illyrians proper» (Il-
lyri proprie dicti). The coexistence of
a people speaking the same or a cogna-
te language, having the same or si-
milar culture, living close to the coast
within the radius of the civilization of
a number of cities on the great routes
of communication, in a habitat which
favoured their economic development,
their inclusion for a long period in the
most important political formation of
the eastern coast of the Adriatic — the
Illyrian Kingdom, all these factors
helped the South Illyrians crystallize
in this territory as an individual ethnic

community consisting of a group of tri- .

bes with the Albans of present-day
Central Albania, at the head, where
Claudius Ptolemy places them in the
2nd century of our era. These circum-
stances, taken in their concurrence, ac-
count for the capacity of this ethnic
community to survive antiquity, even
though it suffered the language-cultural
impact of the Roman and Byzantine
Empires which left their imprint, and
to go through the relations with its
Slav neighbours later. With its ancient
roots but with a new social content, this
ethnos continued with the Arbér people
of the Middle Ages, who are mentioned
in the same territory from the 1ith cen-
fury on.

This and other similar examples show
that none of the factors alone with
concur in the formation of these com-
munities would have been sufficient to
explain the formation of an ethnos.

Hence, it follows that none of the
historical-cultural sciences alone is in
a position to have the final say on the
analysis of ethnogenetic processes. On
this issue it is important that the results
of linguistics should coincide with those
of ethnology and archaeology, and all
of them together with those of history.
These sciences can and must be brought
to assist one another; only when their
results coincide can it be said that the
conclusions thus drawn are sound; but
none of these sciences has the right to
disregard the results achieved by the
other or to impose its own opinion in a
unilateral manner, ;

Unfortunately, the student is some-

times compelled to operate with insuf-
ficient arguments, from one field only,
because of lack of documents over long
periods. However, a blank period as far
as written materials are concerned, as
is the case with several centuries of
our mediaeval history, cannot and must
not lead the scholar to simplistic solu-
tions, or absolve him from the obliga-
tion of seeking other auxiliary argu-
ments. Absolutization of similar cir-
cumstances has led, in a number of ca-
ses, to theses which create an extre-
mely distorted picture of the historic
reality, especially when extra-scientific
factors interfere, as is frequently the
case.

We refer here to the thesis that in
the period between the late antiquity
and the Middle Ages there is a com-
plete blank in historic documents re-
garding the Balkans on account of the
major political, social and ' ethno-cul-
tural transformations which characteri-
ze the period from the 5th to the 10th
century. According to this opinion, the
more or less complete Romanization
of the Illyrians has been followed by
the just-as-complete Slavization of
the already Romanized Illyrians. This
negation of the Illyrian continuity can-
not explain the presence of the Alba-
nians on their mediaeval territories ex-
cept by means of later invasions coming
from different directions — from Thrace
in the Eastern Balkans or even further
away beyond the Danube, or from the
erstwhile Illyrian territories in the Cen-
tral-Western Balkans south of the
Danube, and, ridiculous thought it may
seem, even from today’s Scotland! In
this case the timing has to be rearran-
ged, making the Albanians come to
their present territories on an immigra-
tion wave of which not a shred of evi-
dence exists in the historical sources,
pushed by the Slavs, or together with
them, or even after them, according to
the circumstances, from the 5th cen-
tury to the 1lith century of our era.

This fundamentally wrong thesis ga-
ve rise to two additional theses just as
erroneous; on the one hand, the thesis
of the subsequent violent Albanization
of the original territories by the in-
coming Albanians, and on the other
hand, that of the very low level of socio-
economic development of the Albanians
in the Middle Ages, explaining these
as movements of nomadic shepherds
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appearing from some secret mountain
recesses, from the most isolated and
backward areas of a territory in which
these dispersed fragments of an ancient
semi-assimilated population had mana-
ged to some extent, to escape their com-
plete Romanization thanks to their con-
ditions of marginal primitivity. All this
is a structure built laboriously on spe-
cious arguments, on a series of theses
which are supposed to be taken at their
face value, despite all their internal
and external contradictions, We can-
not help thinking that in a number of
cases these arguments reveal not only
weaknesses of method and methodolo-
gy, but also more or less camouflaged
political ambitions. It is not accidental
that the most outspoken champions of
these theses come, with few exceptions,
from the ranks of the Slavists with pro-
nounced concepts from the old Pan-
Slavism (A.M. Selishcev, I, Popovié, I.
Zaimov, and others).

Affirmation of this should by no
means be taken as negation of the
scientific merits of a number of stu-
dents of various nationalities, who,
even when the conditions had not ma-
tured, tried with sound judgment to
carry forward their studies and to blaze
new trails. The new Albanian scien-
ce mentions their names with respect;
let us remember the unforgettable Nor-
bert Jokl, one among the many, the
zealous student of the Albanian lan-
guage, the friend of the Albanian peo-
ple and of their culture, the victim of
hateful and barbarous. fascism.

*
& *

We can say that the studies of the
problems that interest us entered a new
higher stage with the emergence of
the new Albanian science, when it was
able to have its say about them, It
bases itself on a richer linguistic, ar-
chaeological and ethnographic mate-
rial, which, on account of the scientific
methodology it uses, enables it to have
a clearer and more complete view of
a number of problems and argue with
sounder judgment, without ever pre-
tending to have the final say. Our Con-
ference, with its papers, made known
some of the results achieved in- this
work.

Over a long period of time the lin-
guistic approach to the problems under
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discussion had precedence. This was
conditioned not only by the creation of
a strong tradition but also by the fact
that most of the materials available
were of a linguistic character. With
archaeological-ethnographic research
lying relatively behind, the need was
felt for developing it at more rapid ra-
tes by placing the study of the culture
of the autochthonous inhabitants at the
centre of attention and departing from
the traditional orientation which re-
cognized only the culture of the upper
circles, the «imperial» culture of the
Illyrian territories. It had been preci-
sely this mistaken approach which had
led to the idea of the complete Roma-
nization of the Illyrians. The Albanian
students worked along these new lines,
achieving such results as allow us to
raise the question of the ethnical-cul-
tural continuity and autochthony of the
Albanians in their historical territories
from an earlier starting-point than that
of a score of years before.

The linguists approached the problem
from the aspect of the affiliation, the
continuation of the Albanian language
from an ancient language, probably
Balkan-Illyrian or Thracian. No doubt,
this is an important question. However,
as the progress of the studies showed,
it could not be solved apart from the
other questions. In our opinion, the
manner in which this question was
posed amounted to trying to explain
the secondary before the primary, trying
to resolve the problem of the origin
of the Albanian language independently
from and prior to the problem of the
location of the ethnical-historical terri-
tory in which the phenomena of the
continuity of this language should be
sought. Apparently, the territorial fac-
tor has always played the main role in
this issue.

This manner of posing the problem
resulted in a game of «tug of war» bet-
ween «Illyrist» and «Thracist» linguists,
Albanian language and the Albanians.
Depending on the circumstances, basing
themselves on this or that Albanian-I1-
lyrian or Albanian-Thracian isogloss,
the solution of the question passed now
on the one side, now on the other side
of the contesting parties. Obviously this
was a long and arduous road which
could be overcome by means of a more
thorough knowledge of the internal
laws governing the structure of the Al-

banian and of the laws of its phone-
tics — a knowledge that did not exist.
We can say that thanks to a long com-
parative work initiated by G. Meyer, N.
Jokl and others, which they carried on
to our days, the linguists succeeded in
providing new convincing arguments
about the connections of the Albanian
with the Illyrian, which has been ex-
plicitly formulated by the linguist R.
Kati¢i¢ who concluded that no convin-
cing linguistic argument exists to reject
the Illyrian origin of the Albanian and
the Albanians.

But the history of the Albanian as
the final reflection of a comprehensi-
ve ethnic-cultural development of the
people who speak it, required, apart
from the inclusion of the language
factor, the inclusion of the just as im-
portant territory factor, the territory in
which the Albanian ethnos, with its
ancient roots, was formed.

This was a path on which Tunman,
Hahn, Jok!l and others had already pio-
neeted. They and recently Katitié saw
an additional proof in favour of the
thesis of the Illyrian-Albanian conti-
nuity and the autochthony of the Al-
banians in these territories, in the fact
that the present-day Albanians live pre-
cisely in the territory of the ancient I1-
Iyrians. Even some of the supporters
of the Thracian thesis such as Weygand,
Skok, and Bari¢, eventually adhered to
this viewpoint and were compelled to
recognize the autochthony of the Al-
banians in these regions prior to the
coming of the Slavs.

Eqrem Cabej dedicated his many
years-long activity to the central pro-
blem of the autochthony of the Alba-
nians. With a series of studies in the his-
tory of the Albanian language and the
historical place-names of the Albanian
territories, E. Cabej laid the founda-
tions for a scientific approach to the
great problem of the Illyrian-Albanian
continuity and the autochthony of Al-
banians on their historical territories.
He had no doubt that the Illyrian-Al-
banian coincidences in fact proved the
generic links between the Alba-
nian and the Illyrian, but these coin-
cidences in themselves were insufficient.
Only the location of the place in which
the transition from the ancient Balkan
language to the mediaeval Albanian
took place could be a decisive argu-
ment to resolve this question, For this
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a comparative linguistic analysis of
the historical place-names of the an-
cient territories of the western and
central Bakans was required. On the
road opened up by Jokl, but utilizing
new material and a more precise and
improved methodology, Cabej located
the territory of South Illyria, a terri-
tory which approximatively coincides
with the present-day area of the spo-
ken Albanian, as the centre of the
formation of the Albanian and as the
historical area of the formation of the
Albanian people. The period in which
the first phases of this important
ethnogenetic process took place were
the first ceniuries of our era, a time
when the formation of the Albanian
within the Illyrian as a unit which was
already in a position to respond in a
unified manner to the influences of
the Latin and later the Slavonian was
taking place. Along with a series of
place-names which had gone through
a foreign language of a Slavonian cha-
racter — the result of ethnic changes
that came about in the course of the
millenium all over the Balkans, a great
number of place-names in South Il-
lyria, mainly names of rivers, moun-
tains and cities, have undergone the
phonetic evolution which is charac-
teristic of the Albanian language pro-
per, which shows that they have con-
stantly been used by the same Alba-
nian-speaking population and from this
population gone over to the language
of the neighbouring Slavs in a number
of cases. The names of Ulgin,
Shkodra, Drin and Buna, Sharr Moun-
tain, Nish, Shkup, and Shtip, Mat and
Pult, Drisht and Ishém, Durrés, Shku-
mbin, Vlora, Ohér, and Caméria out-
lined the bounds of a territory which in
the pre-Slav period had been inhabi-
ted by an ancient Illyrian population,
which through a complex ethnic-cultu-
ral process produced the Arbéreshi, the
Albanians of the Middle Ages. Thus,
the territory of the formation of the
Albanian and of the later Albanians
was no longer a vague area in the
Western Balkans, but, more precisely,
the territory which coincided with the
South Illyria, where archaeological ex-
cavations and finds produce clear tes-
timony of the presence of a mediaeval
material culture formed on the basis
of an autochthonous culture, along with
pre-Roman Illyrian elements, which



50 e 5 (66), 1982

developed under the influence of the
Roman-Byzantine culture of the late
antiquity.

The positioning of the territory of
the formation of the Albanian langua-
ge and of the Albanians in this man-
ner explains the ancient interconnec-
tions and factors which have concur-
red in the formation of the Albanian
ethnos and the Albanian language. The
easternmost ramifications of the Al-
banian-speaking territory in the Mid-
dle Ages contacted somewhere the wes-
ternmost ramifications of the Ruma-
nian-speaking territory. In this man-
ner, the ancient’ Dardania inhabited by
the Illyrians was no longer the wes-
ternmost outpost of the Thracians, but
a constituent part of a language and
cultural territory extending from the
Adriatic and Ionian coasts. The ancient
Greek and Latin loan-words undispu-
tably connect this centre of ethnogene-
tic formation with the coast, and in
particular, the Latin loan-words of the
Albanian with their archaic character,
with their central position between the
eastern Romanity of Dacia, the nor-
thern Romanity of Dalmatia and the
western Romanity, show that this lan-
guage area had a particular place,
both as regards its elhnic-cultural lo-
cation, and the time sequence of its
formation. The Latin loan-words, with
their archaic and literary character in
comparison with the Late Low Latin,
show that the Albanian has begun to
be formed at a relatively ancient stage,
in the centuries of late antiquity,
which is the first phase of the iransi-
tion from the Illyrian to the ancient
Albanian. In this manner il was pos-
sible to fix the time within which the
ethnogenetic processes took place in
the beginnings of the first millenium.

These conclusions, as we said above,
are corroborated by archaeological
finds. The fact that in the 6th
century the Latin, and to a smal-
ler extent the Greek, had a limi-
ted use as languages of inscriptions,
especially for the higher strata, does
not imply any ethnical change, but
shows only the process of acculturation
of a section of the high strata of so-
ciety in South Illyria, which had been

Romanized. The resistance of the ex-
ploited masses to the imperial power
was a powerful factor which contri-
buted to the preservation and even
strengthening of the Illyrian ethnos in
the conditions of Roman and, later, By-
zantine domination. This was specially
expressed in the preservation of the
language and culture of the lower stra-
ta of the population, with elements, fea-
tures and tendencies inherited from
the pre-Roman period, which develo-
ped further under the influence of the
culture of the high strata and
with the changes caused by the
invasions of the new populations, which
were bound to affect also the territo-
ries of South Illyria. In these condi-
tions, there is no interruption of con-
tinuity in the language and the mate-
rial and spiritual culture and even less
of territorial unity of the ancient in-
habitants of these lands.

The mediaeval Arbéreshi culture,
with a series of common features and
with its regional variants, is proof of
the opposite, indicating that, in the
cenditions of the decline of the slave-
owning order and the disintegration of
the Roman Empire of the West and
of the East, the local ethnical element
went through a phase of revival, not
only of its material culture, but also of
the other forms of its culture. The eth-
nical eélements of the culture and lan-
guage of the autochtbonous population
survived beyond the 6th-8th century
as important components of its ethnic-
cultural community.

The silence of the Greek-Latin sour-
ces about the successors of the ancient
Illyrian formations, despite their accu-
rate record of the various phases of
the tumuls and great ethnical changes
beginning from the middle of the
millenium, do not invalidate what is
said above. The very logic of the his-
torical situation explains why the Ro-
man-Byzantine imperial historiography
records with particular detail all the
invasions, devastations and changes,
all the events of a political and mili-
tary character which posed a threat
to the state, while maintaining abso-
lute silence about the ancient local po-
pulation, which in these conditions
could not constitute a threat, and there-
fore, a reason for it to be mentio-
ned and singled out from among the
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mass of the population going under
the general political denomination of
the subjects of the empire.

As was said above, some historians
have made their own  siereotyped
thesis that the characteristic features
of the Albanian society from the an-
cient times to the Late Middle Ages
are those of a society of nomad herds-
men who lived outside the sphere of
operation of the laws of normal so-
cio-economic development, unconnec-
ted with a given territory. From al-
leging that this population has not come
to know higher forms of civic and state
life, some authors have gone over to
disregarding, for instance, a very im-
portant argument in favour of the con-
tinuity of the ethnic name Albani
which Ptolemy mentioned as early as
the 2nd century of our era. According
to them this passage of Ptolemy is al-
legedly a later interpolation, and this,
always according to them, because the
Illyrian-Albans could allegedly not have
had their own cities. But they forget that
a number of sources and place-names
of the late antiquity show authentical
endemic forms of the root arb- and
alb- in the western zone of the Balkan
coast and on the terriiories of South
Illyria.

The analysis of the ancient heritage
of the Albanian lexic and of its ele-
ments borrowed from the Latin, {oge-
ther with important information from
mediaeval atrchaeology and paleogra-
phy, indicates that in the case of the
mediaeval Albanians we have to do
with a population which lives ab an-
tiquo in an urban environment, leads
a sedentary life of a certain develop-
ment, and is engaged in artisan and
agricultural-livestock pursuits. Testimo-
ny to this are the freguent archaeolo-
gical finds not only in the plains and
hilly zones, but also in the mountai-
nous zones of the hinterland. They are
convincing proof of the fact that the
process of formation of the Albanian
people did not take place in the con-
ditions of socio-economic stagnation ov
regression, but in the conditions of a
relative development, despite the grave
destructions which the great invasions
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brought in their wake. All the data
speak aboutl the extension of the land
under cultivation, about the old inhabi-
ted centres being preserved and new
ones being set up about which not
the slightest doubt can be raised as to
the urban character of their economy
or to the Albanian ethnic character of
their population. Sufficient illustration
of this point is the case of Kruja whose
Albanian name is mentioned since the
9th century, being a metastasis of a
city of the late antiquity, probably Al-
banopolis. A number of cities and in-
habited centres, monuments of culture,
and necropolises are testimony to the
continuity of the ethnic features of the
ancient population, of its original na-
mes, its topographical position, its for-
tifications, ete.

Ed %

The period from the 8th to the 12th
century constitutes a new and higher
stage in the history of the Albanian
people, in their socio-economic and po-
litical development. It is also a new
and higher stage in the development
of ethno-genetic processes, in the cry-
stallization of the mediaeval Albanian-
Arbéreshi ethnos as the continuation,
with a new content, of the ancient
ethnic community and of its consti-
tuent factors. Along with the linguis-
tic entity, the cultural community was
also consolidated and developed, first
of all, as a culture of the autochthonous
masses, enriched with new elements
from their contacts and relations with
the contemporary neighbouring cultu-
res of the Balkan-Adriatic basin. The
characteristics which we know to be
the fundamental elements of our pre-
sent-day national ethnic culture be-
came already crystallized in the ma-
terial culture as well as in the spiri-
tual-artistic culture, in the dresses, or-
naments, dances and music, in the in-
stitutions of the popular canon law,
etc. Amongst all these there stand out
the components deriving from the old
patrimony, differentiated and comple-
ted with a new content.

Manifestations of conservation and
renewal are to be found also in the
«higher» culture, ie the culture of the
ruling classes, in the monumenis of
military, civil and religious culture.
Here we see no complete break with

the past which could, in any way, be
connected with the changes caused by
the invasions of the second half of the
millenium. Here, too, the characteris-
tic features which testify to an auto-
nomous development of the provincial
culture, become more conspicious. Like
in the time of the late antiquity, here,
too, though uniform in appearance, a
distinet culture of the autochthonous
strata of the people, as an important
factor which imparts its own specific
features to this provincial culture, be-
gins to emerge.

Tnhe convergent factors which stand
out in the course of the entire develop-
ment of the Albanian society — the
common ethnic patrimony, the as yet
restricied economic relations, the ter-
ritorial community, all of them ope-
rate in the development of the Alba-
nian language as a whole. The diffe-
rentiation between tribes and their
dialects, the creation of larger territo-
rial units, etc find their reflection in
the formation of several groups of ter-
ritorial  dialectical units. Despite a
number of specific features, these dia-
lects have common fundamental featu-
res — the same structure of language,
phonetics, vocabulary, etc. This is a
rew higher stage in which the Albanian
language is crystallized in the Middle
Ages.

The territorial component of the Al-
banian ethnos, though in rough out-
lines remained compact and wunitary,
could not fail to reflect the consequen-
ces of the invasion waves, especially
those of the Slavs, in the Balkans. In
these conditions, the phenomenon that
took place was not one of expansion,
as is claimed, but one of restriction of
the territories formerly inhabited by
the ancient Illyrian-Albanian popula-
tion, especially in their eastern part,
in which the organized states of the
Bulgarians and the Serbs established
themselves.

But the fact observed by the linguists
(E. Petrovié, N. Van Wijen) that the
Albanian has had very extensive con-
tacts, since the end of the millenium,
with a population which spoke a Bul-
garian-type language, and, on the other
hand, with another which spoke a Ser-
bian-type language, fully confirms the
opinion that initially, at a very early
period, the Albanian territories must
have spread over a very extensive area
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which formed a wedge between the
Serb and Bulgarian territories,

Ethnogenetic process cannot deve-
lop in an undifferentiated social en-
vironment. The development and con-
solidation of feudal relations create
the conditions for the further develop-
ment of the unitary tendencies of the
Albanian ethnos.

Feudal tenures, now based on larger
tervitories, the expropriation and the
continued process of alienation of the
peasants from their communities, led
to the disruption of traditional links
and the further fusion of the local po-
pulation. This process was also aided
by the continuous migration of the in-
habitants of the highlands towards the
lowlands and the hilly zones, and, on
the other hand, by the seasonal migra-
tions of the herdsmen to summer pastu-
res.

* #*

These were changes of a profound
and all-round character which distin-
guish the period from the 7th to the
12th century as a new, higher stage in
the ethnic-cultural development which
takes place in the process of consolida-
tion and crystallization of the Albanian
ethnos. Compared with the false bril-
liance of the slave-owning society whose
lease of life now had expired, the new
situation, in fact, marked a period of
barbarity, which affected our country,
too. But, nevertheless, this was a situa-
tion pregnant with the new, in its
«birth labours», a situation which
would produce a society which, as En-
gels puts it, was emerging from the
ruins of the old world, from new be-
ginnings and transformations. It was
also characterized by a stage of new
formations in the ethnic organization.
From the ethnic communities based on
tribes ‘and tribal federations, or from
the amorphous ethnic-territorial units
of the slave-owning society, from the
«ruins of the decomposed Roman
world» there were emerging the peo-
ples of mediaeval Europe as new,
higher ethnic units, with their deve-
loped class organization and a new so-
cial content. These peoples are still
based on the characteristic features of
their common language, culture and
territory in which continual exchanges
begin to develop, although these are
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{imited within the shell of the feudal
economy. It was precisely these ethnic
characteristics which constitute the
ethnic-cultural unity of the people as
the embryo of the «nation», the
highest product of the ethnic-cultural
development of the feudal society.
Living together and merging with
one another in the midst of the same
people in their own territory now there
are elements of different origin, ele-
ments from the fundamental autochtho-
nous population but also from rem-
nants of other ethnic groups which
had settled in these zones as a result
of the various upheavals and invasions
in the course of the first millenium.
Social and political factors play an
important role in the process of uni-
fication at this stage. This, on the one
hand, is connected with the existence
over the entire territory of the depen-
dent and exploited peasantry as a class
with the same social features, which,
in fact, comprised the bulk of the po-
pulation, and on the other hand, the
ruling class, the Albanian feudal class
which already extends over an ethni-
cally homogenous territory and which
is connected with this territory through
its class interests. Divided, and at the
same time, united by the class struggle
which goes on between them, these two
classes, which exist in the same ethnic
territory, constitute a dialectical unity
which, in fact, carries forward the
process of ethno-genetic unification.
They form a unity not only on the basis
of their common language, territory,
material culture and customs, regardless
of class differences in the content of their
culture, but also on the basis of the
community of their political interests,
which in particular historical stages
and circumstances unite these two clas-
ses against the threat of foreign domi-
nation, as is the case of our country’s
resistance to the Byzantine domina-
tion and the invasions from the neigh-
bouring regions, from the Bulgarian
and the Serb states, invasions which
were to the detriment, not only of the
fundamental interests of the upper
strata of the local society, but also to
those of the peasant masses. To the
masses of the peasants these states
constituted the main exploiting enemy,
whereas to the new ruling class, which
was growing stronger in the midst of
the Albanian society, they were an

impediment to the free development of
its political power, to the exploitation
of the peasant masses of the country
to its own advantage. These contra-
dictions, which continued for centu-
ries, made the external factor an im-
portant element contributing actively
to the consolidation of the formation
«people». The latter now sought to
avail themselves of the objective ten-
dencies to a political separation of the
Albanian territories in the framework
of a state of their own on the basis of
their ethnic peculiarities. «Once the
language groups were determined,» and
along with them the ethnic-territo-
rial differences, says Engels, «it was
natural that they would serve as a
basis for the formation of the states.
The process of formation and conso-
lidation of a people with its own lan-
guage and culture develops generally
in more favourable conditions in the
framework of a state politically inde-
pendent with an ethnically homogeneous
population. In these conditions, the
socio-economic and political differentia-
tion develops at more rapid rates and
permits the local exploiting class to
carry out its external function, defence
of the country from foreign aggression
and its internal function more
effectively, to extend and strengthen its
domination over a broader territory,
including in it more and more regions
inhabited by the same population.

*

The ethnic union and consolida-
tion of the Albanian as one <«people~,
as an historical-cultural phenomenon
connected with the development of feu-
dalism, found its expression also in
the extension and the general use of
the ethnico name <«Arbén» by all the
inhabitants of this broad territory. This
phenomenon had nothing to do with
the foreign invasions, but with the
creation of a general socio-cultural and
ethnic-cultural community consisting of
the historical territories of the Alba-
nians. The fact that the same ethnic
name «Arbén» is used in the same
manner both in the early Mediaeval
Greek-Byzantine sources (from the 11th
century), in the Eastern Serb and Bul-
garian sources (the 12th-13th century)
and in the Western sources of the same
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period, regardless whether it is refer-
red to the inhabitants of the Alba-
nian territories further south, further
north and further east, already speaks
of the highest stage of consolidation
of this ethnic community into a «natio-
nality», a process which is reflected
precisely in this common denomina-
tion.

In his studies of the Early Middle
Ages Engels clearly revealed the man-
ner in which the objective  factors
which turn a people into a nationa-
lity, as the highest expression of its
consolidation, operated in Mediaeval
cthnic-cultural formations. It is clear
that amongst these factors, the terri-
torial factor continued to occupy an
important place, as an essential condi-
tion for the development of regular
economic relations, and as an expres-
sion and result of these relations.

In the conditions of normal develop-
ment, the nationality, with the rela-
tions which characterize it, becomes
one of the active bases for the forma-
tion of centralized states or monar-
chies, which represent the embryos of
the future national states of Europe in
the Middle Ages. In this process, na-
tionalities represent the precursors of
the modern nation. The historical con-
ditions of our country were an impe-
diment to the development of the Alba-
nian nationality and its normal growth
into a national state. These circum-
stances had an inhibiting effect, in as
much as it is known that the states
are powerful factors of unified ethnic-
cultural integration and consolidation.
In this aspect, the Albanian nationa-
lity showed that, even in difficult condi-
tions, it was in a position to preserve and
develop the state of unification achieved,
although from ancient times it had to
submit to the political and cultural
interference of the big empires and the
universal cultures which they repre-
sented. Moreover, this nationality was,
for centuries on end, included in the
territories of different states at the
same time. This circumstance repre-
sented a still greater threat since in
a number of cases it brought about the
introduction of ethnically foreign ele-
ments amid the autochthonous popula-
tion, as happened in some Zones of
Albania (in the southeast, under the
rule of the great Bulgarian state, in
the north and northeast in the condi-
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tions of the expansion of the Serb state
into Kosova, etc.). This ruling class,
which was ethnically alien to the main
body of the population, with its mi-
litary, administrative and church ap-
paratus, became a factor which inhibi-
ted or slowed down the formation of a
local ruling class in these regions. An ana-
logous negative situation was also crea-
ted in the conditions when the foreign
ruling class and its apparatus had re-
ligion in their service and used their
language as the language of the church
and of official and cultural relations.
It is known ‘that the church in the
Albanian territories was neither ad-
ministratively independent nor did it
use the national language; this factor
had negative consequences also for the
reason that in the Albanian territory
we come across three hostile religions
which were conductors of opposite po-
litical and ideological tendencies.
If in these processes the old local po-
pulation succeeded in resisting the
threat of assimilation, the expla-
nation for this should be sought not
only in the opposition of the social fac-
tors, but also in the reliance of the au-
tochthonous population on a develo-
ped ancient ethnic-cultural basis. «It
was the conquered that assimilated the
conquerors; the ancient peasants and
citizens that assimilated their masters,»
says Engels, and continues, «the mo-
dern nationalities are also the result
of the oppressed classes»,

The history of the Albanian people in
the Middle Ages has a number of con-
stant factors which characterize and
determine its legitimate course. These
deep-going  objective processes left
their imprint in the Albanians’ aware-
ness of their unity, a unity which dis-
tinguished them from the other neigh-
bouring nationalities, a nationality de-
rived from «the same stock», having
the same history, the same customs,
living on the same territory and having

the same interests. All this is an ac-
curate subjective expression of the

process of formation of the Albanian .

nationality, as formulated by the Alba-
nian humanist Marin Barleti in the
15th Century.

Undoubtedly, in all this we must see
the expression of the experience of the
great, almost a century-long struggle
waged by the Albanian population in
all its territories and regions against
the Osman Turk invaders. The irrecon-
cilable class contradictions between
the popular masses and the invaders,
which operated in this case, too, as-
sisted’ the strengthening of the poli-
tical and military cohesion of this na-
ticnality and effectively served the po-
pular war which the ruling class of the
country, with Skanderbeg at the head,
was leading.

The frontal clash of the popular mas-
ses with the «foreigner» also explains
a seemingly strange phenomenon: it is
precisely after this period of war that
took place the process of the gradual
replacement of the ancient ethnic na-
me <«Arbén» by the just as ancient
name «Shqiptar» by which the Alba-
nians distinguished themselves as a
nationality, with its own «shqip» (un-
derstandable) language, from foreig-
ners.

The new situations which were crea-
ted in the Albanian territories under
the many centuries of Osman rule
could not change the essence of the
fundamental ethnic-cultural structure
ol the already crystallized Albanian
nationality, nor could they interrupt
the course of the unified political and
cultural development, the bearers of
which were the popular masses in
their frontal opposition to the Osman
ruling and exploiting class. In these
new circumstances, the Albanians were
forced to go over the same road they
had traversed since the Early Mid-
dle Ages (but now at a higher stage) in
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order to gain their political and cultu-
ral emancipation, to consolidate them-

.selves as an e'hnic community against

the assimilating tendencies of the uni-
versal Osman monarchy and its theoc-
ratic ideology which knew no nationa-
lity bounds.

The example of development of the
Albanian nationality is  additional
nroof that no outside force is in a po-
sition to undo what the centuries have
conceived and consolidated, to  turp
back or nail down the development of
the socio-economic and cultural forces.

This long historical road was not
only a road of conservation, but also
of all-round development and rejuve-
nation. It is the best testimony to the
all-round creative capacity and poten-
tial of this people, who, even in the
most difficult conditions of its history,
succeeded in developing and streng-
thening its own internal cohesion, for-
med on the basis of objective laws.

A straight line goes through periods
of an ever growing economic and so-
cial, political and cultural content; it
brought the Albanian ethnos, the Al-
banian nationality, to a formation of
the highest historical-social level — the
level of the present-day socialist Alba-
nian nationality, which is one and indi-
visib'e in its language, cultu-e, and terri-
tory, and everything good it has inherited
from history. Resisting storms of many-
centuries, this giant oak, which has its
roots deep in its own historical territo-
ry, is living through a new revival
everywhere. With the working class and
with the party which emerged from
its bosom, which is its very flesh and
blood, at the head, those great proces-
ses of unification, development and
progress, which constitute the thou-
sand-year old history of our people,
have found their realization and ac-
quired a new, higher content. The
strength of this cohesion, tempered in
the centuries, challenged the centuries.
Ancient and ever young, this nation
knew how to resist the centuries over
and over again.
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THE ALBANIAN PEOPLE ENERGETICALLY SUPPORT
THE JUST STRUGGLE OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE

From the speech of the Albanian representative at the Tth extraordinary urgent session of the

UN General Assembly

In these days the 7Tth extra-
ordinary urgent session of the
UN General Assembly held
its proceedings in New York
over the question of Palestine,
at which the representative of
the PSR of Albania Abdi Ba-
leta also intervened. Among
other things he said:

«With the recent barbarous
attack on Lebanon the imper-
ialist-zionist aggression in the
Middle East assumed a new
criminal escalation and very
dangerous proportions. The
crimes and massacres, the ter-
ror and real genocide which
the military machine of the
zionists is perpetrating against
the Lebanese and the Palesti-
nian people have deeply
angered the peoples and pro-
gressive opinion.

«The Albanian people and
the PSR of Albania condemn
these new crimes of Israel and
American imperialism against
the Lebanese and Palestinian
peoples with the most pro-
found indignation.

«The bloody events in Leba-
non once more prove that the
Israeli zionists and the Ameri-
can imperialists do not hesi-
tate to set in motion huge mi-
litary forces and wuse large
amounts of modern and lethal
weapons to destroy a small
country like Lebanon, to drown
a whole people in blood, to
kill thousands of people with-
in a few hours in order to

realize their expansionist
ambitions and aims.

«The aggression of the
Israeli zionists against Leba-
non is a component part of
the general plan the United
States and the other imperial-
ists have long since been
trying to carry out in the
Middle East in order to put
this region under control. By
encouraging zionist expan-
sion, they wuse Israel as a
striking force to carry out
their aims. As confirmed by
the facts, the aggression
against Lebanon is, at the
same time, a consequence of the
ceaseless fierce rivalry and
bargaining over the Middle
East between the United Sta-
tes and the Soviet Union. This
aggression is another link that
is being added to the chain
of the destructive consequen-
ces of the various plots
hatched up by the imperialist
superpowers jointly or sepa-
rately against the Palestinian
and the other Arab peoples
to prevent the finding of a
just and permanent settle-
ment of the problem of Pa-
lestine and the Middle East in
general. It is clear that the
aggression against Lebanon is
planned and implemented in
the series of efforts to com-
plete that process that began
with the notorious Camp Da-
vid agreement. The Israeli
zionists unleashed their attack

after they were supplied with
great amounts of American
armaments of all kinds, after
they had worked out down
to the smallest detail the mi-
litary campaign and the poli-
tical, diplomatic and propa-
ganda game they would play,
together with the TUnited
States.

«Whereas the zionist aggres-
sors were throwing  any
amount of American-made
bombs on the women, old men
and children of Beyrouth and
other Lebanese cities, the
emissary of American imperi-
alism in the Middle East em-
ployed every intrigue and wile
to serve the interests of
Israel and the United States
to the detriment of their vic-
tims.

«The unleashing of the Israe-
li zionist aggression against
Lebanon is encouraged by the
anti-Arab activities and intri-
gues of the Soviet social-im-
perialists in the Middle East.
In words the Soviet Union
has expressed its support of
Lebanon and the Palestinians,
but this cannot hide the fact
that in the present case the
Soviet Union is only stabbing
the victims of the zionist ag-
gression in the back. The stand
of the Soviet Union, like that
of the United States in the
Middle East, is dictated by
its expansionist and hegemo-
ny-seeking interests. The So-




viet social-imperialists have
openly declared that the Mid-
dle East is situated near the
southern borders of the So-
viet Union and any develop-
ment in this region affects
Soviet interests.

«The zionist aggressors and
their imperialist bosses intend
to suppress the liberation
struggle of the Palestinian peo-
ple and liquidate their just
cause. They want to extend
the area of Arab lands under
zionist occupation so as to for-
ce the Arab peoples into re-
nouncing their rights on the
lands that already are under
Israeli occupation for some
years now and oblige them to
abandon the cause of the Pa-
lestinian people, and definiti-

vely submit to the dictate of
zionism and imperialism.»

The Albanian representa-
tive pointed out, among other
things, that the zionists, im-
perialists and the other ene-
mies of the Arab peoples will
not succeed in achieving their
aims. The cause of the Pales-
tinian people and of the other
Arab peoples and their strug-
gle is a just cause. The expe-
rience of the people’s strug-
gles throughout history teaches
us that when people fight for
their rights, for self-determi-
nation, and national freedom,
there is no force that can
subdue them.

The Albanian people ener-
getically support the just strug-
gle of the f{raternal Palesti-

ENDLESS MARATHON OF HUMBUG
«ZERI 1 POPULLIT», organof the CC of the PLA

The news agencies are re-
porting again about the Gene-
va talks that are being con-
ducted between the American
and Soviet representatives on
the so-called reduction of stra-
tegic nuclear armaments in
the wake of the endless bar-
gainings of their secret di-
plomacy. This is a continua-
tion of their old game of mu-
tual accusations and counter-
accusations, with each super-
power trying to ensure its
superiority over the rival in
«disarmament» plans and, at
the same time, posing as the
champion of peace. In an ar-

ticle published in the news-
paper «Pravda», the Soviet
Minister of Defence Ustinov
accused the United States
«of not taking enough cons-
tructive steps in the Geneva
talks in reply to the Soviet
initiatives», The American
newspaper «New York Time»,
guoting American high offi-
cials, wrote that Soviet propo-
sals at the Geneva talks are
unacceptable, because «they
do not respond to president
Reagan’s proposal for a re-
duction of long-range missi-
les.»

While the imperialist-revi-

nian people to return to their
Homeland, to take back their
hearths and to fully restore
all their national rights. They
have always admired and con-
tinue to admire the superhu-
man efforts of the Palestinian
people to maintain their na-
tional identity, regardless of
all the sacrifices they have had
to make and the suffering they
have endured.

The Albanian people sup-
port the just struggle of the
Lebanese people against zion-
ist aggression which must
cease immediately with the
restoration and respect of Le-
banese sovereignty.

Taken from the newspaper
«Zéri 1 popullit» of August
22, 1982,

sionist propaganda makes a
great noise about the reduc-
tion of nuclear armaments,
the armaments race goes on.
The United States spends on
war preparations more than
all the other NATO countries
and Japan taken together. The
American president has de-
clared more than once that
«the American government in-
tends to negotiate from posi-
tions of strength.» For this
purpose Washington has
worked out a five-year plan
of rearmament which envisa-
ges the expenditure of more
than 1,600 billion dollars.
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this sum are allocated to the
production of armaments only,
including the production of
100 new strategic bombers
B-1, of nuclear-powered sub-
marines equipped with Tri-
dent missiles, 100 MX inter-
continental missiles and thou-
sands of «Cruise» missiles.
The American propaganda
tries by all manner of means
to give validity to the «need~»
for this aggressive rearmament
plan of the Pentagon. «Many
Pentagon experts,» writes the
American magazine «US News
and World Report», <«are of
the opinion that if the Rea-
gan administration does not
succeed in its five-year arma-
ment plan of 1,600 billion dol-
lars, it will be difficult for the
United States to neutralize
Soviet overall superiority.»
The Soviet Minister of De-
fence Ustinov, for his part,
called for the further streng-

DEEPENING SPLITS

ALBANTIA

thening of the Soviet armed
forces.

Fourteen per cent of the
annual national product of the
Soviet Union is channelled
for war aims. A great part of
the budget destined to the de-
velopment of scienca, techno-
logy and outer space research
goes to war preparations. The
aggressive militarist course of
Moscow resulted in the
militavy expenditure  over
these two-three years growing
1.3 times against the growth
rat2 of the total national pro-
duct. If the present
military expenditure is main-

has

rate of

tained, the various exports of
institutes of strategic studiss
calculate that the rate of ex-
penditure for military purpo-
ses will be three times as high
at the turn of the decade.
The facts show in an in-
controvertible rhanner that
despite all talks, neither Mos-

«BASHKIMI» — Central organ of the Democratic Front of

All the show of euphoria
about the «unity» of the Atlan-
tic Alliance, which was noisily
trumpeted about after the
Bonn and Versailles meetings
in June, soon cooled down.
The reality which this show
covered up broke out in the
open. What dominates now
in the Atlantic Alliance is not
unity but quarrels, contradic-
tions and divisions between

the United States and Wes-
tern Europe. The American
administration is showing a
marked inclination to dictate
as a means for the solution
of all differences. The Euro-
pean partners are seeing their
hopes that the United States
will be more considerate of
their economic and political
interests, that it will be more
generous and show greater

TODAY

cow nor Washington bother
about the maintenance of
peace in Europe and in the
world, but only about the
protection of their imperial-
ist interests, for which they
would not hesitate to throw
Europe and the whole world
into the flames of war. The
news agencies’ reports that the
United States is producing
neutron bombs with a very po-
werful radiation, destined to
b2 used in Europe, clearly
show that Reagan’s statements
one year ago about «the pos-
sibility of a nuclear war in
Europe without superpower in.
volvement» were based on the
plans of the Pentagon which
envisage the sacrificing of the
peoples of Europe. The every-
day reality is convincing the
peoples that neither the talks
of the superpowers nor their
disarmament conferences can
bring them peace and true
security.

Albania

understanding in their mutual
relations, vanish into thin air.

The West-Europeans com-
plain about their markets

being swamped with Ameri-
can agricultural products. The
situation becomes worse as
they are unable, because of
American pressure, to raise
a customs Dbarrier against
commodities coming from the
USA. As a result now the
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reached 4 billion dollars. A
sore question is that of steel.
The United States - blocks at
will the export of steel from
Europe. It declared a new
considerable reduction of these
exports recently. And all this
is occurring at a time when
the crisis-ridden European me-
tallurgy works at 70 per cent
of its capacity. On the other
hand, high interest rates char-
ged by the American credit
banks have given rise to
deep dissatisfaction.

However, amongst the pre-
sent contradictions the cons-
truction of the Siberian gas
pipeline, in which many eco-
nomic and political interests
come into play, is the more
explosive issue. The decision
of the United States to ex-
tend the embargo on equip-
ment for the gas pipeline to
European f{irms working on
American licences .= was a
heavy blow to the West-Euro-
peans in several aspects. First,
because they expected to make
billions of dollars of profit
from this project, and the
American decision means a
great loss. Second, by means
of this project the Europeans
sought to gain another advan-
tage: to strengthen their eco-
nomic relations with the East,

as an important basis for the-

extension of the «détente»
which they want to achieve.
Now this political advantage
is in jeopardy. Third, the dif-
ferences of West Europe with
the United States of America
over this problem once again
revealed in what opinion the
United States holds its Euro-
pean allies, They also clearly

showed how the United Sta-
tes makes its calculations
when it comes to protect its
own interests. Washington re-
jected the project of the gas
pipeline forthwith. The streng-
thening of the economic rela-
tions of its allies with the So-
viet Union is not to its liking.
The TUnited States wants to
have the monopoly of these
relations and as a consequen-
ce it can tolerate the econo-
mic strengthening of its allies
only to a certain point. It is
afraid that the strengthening
of détente might soften its
allies in their attitude towards
the Soviet Union. So, the
American opposition which
began with gentle advice, and
attempts at persuasion, turn-
ed into stern pressure and
open threats, and recently, into
the brutal decision to extend
the embargo.

The time chosen for it
made the American blow all
the more severe. It is a time
when «United Europe», more
than ever, is trying to affirm
its personality in the interna-
tional arena, wants. to make
its until now meek voice more
heard at superpower level

For all these reasons taken

together, the West-European
reaction came out strong and
fierce. This is one of the
rare cases when the «com-
munity» found what it has
been lacking so much: unity.
Even the <«Trojan horse» in-
side the «community», Bri-
tain, the main spokesman for
the American interests in
Europe, joined the chorus of
the ten.

But the voice of this cho-
rus fell on deaf ears. Reagan
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declared: «The Siberian gas
pipeline increases Europe’s
dependence on the East for
energy. I see no reason to re-
verse my decision.» Reagan
seems to forget that, while he
prevents his allies from trad-
ing with the East under the
pretext of the «danger» posed
by this trade, he recently took
the decision of renewing for
another year the contract un-
der which the United States
will sell the Soviet Union mil-
lions of tons of grain.

In these conditions «United
Europe» made another at-
tempt. First, the Italian Fo-
reign Minister Colombo and,
after him the West-German
Chancellor Schmidt, went to
America on semi-official vi-
sits with the aim of making
the «big ally» change his
mind. No matter how much
they hoped for a placation
of the situation, the Euro-
peans based their tactics on
a large dosis of severity of
their reactions to the arrogan-
ce of the Americans. Before
leaving for Washington,
Schmidt said: «Europe can-
not in any way accept a new
extension of American domi-
nation over the companies
of the Community». Speaking
before American businessmen
in Houston he went further
in his denunciation of the
American decision as one
which had been taken without

. prior consultation, and des-

cribed it as something very
grave. Many analogous decla-
rations came from Europe in
support of Schmidt’s stand.
Prominent among them were
those made by the French
Foreign Minister Chaison whag
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press réview said that «there is a deepen-

ing rift between Europe and
Washington,» and that «Euro-
pe will be harsh towards the
United- States if it does not
change its stand.»

But what was the result of
these efforts of the West-
Europeans to show their clut-
ches, too? It is naive to place
any hope in the half promises
of the American Secretary of
State Schultz that the de-
mands of thée Europeans will
be taken into consideration, or
in the «common sense» and
«maturity»> of this man. With
some nuances, Schultz is only

the president,
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an instrument to apply the
line laid down by American
big capital. Moreover, only a
few days before he declared
that he completely agreed with
the president’s embargo. And
for his part,
repeated that he is adamant
in pressing for the implemen-
tation of his decision. Thus,
everything came to naught.
What is more, «the surprise»
different American officials
expressed over the harsh reac-
tion of the Europeans is in
itself a sort of answer which
may be formulated like this:
«You should not revolt. Is

RACISM AND CHAUVINISM

«ZERI 1 POPULLIT»

When he entered upon of-

fice, Reagan, amongst other
things, made a number of
declarations, demagogical, of

course, about putting an end
to racial discrimination which
has been raised to a system
in the United States of Ame-
rica. «We are a united peo-
ple,> he said and solemnly
declared that he recognizes
no racial or ethnic divisions.
Continuing on this line, he
promised «equal opportunities
for all Americans,» etc. Later
the American president re-
peated the same statements,
as in the case of a conferen-
ce recently organized by a
negro association, where he
declared that «the administra-
tion will eliminate all cases of
discrimination of minorities by
the government.»

However, promises are one
thing and the reality is an-
other thing. Promises are made
in profusion by all the pre-
sidents of the USA without
exception, whether of the de-
mocratic or .the republican
party. The reality, however,
has remained unchanged, in-
deed has become even gloo-
mier. In the USA of our days
even after the «anti-racial»
declarations of Reagan the su-
premacy and domination of
the whites over the black po-
pulation, the existence of the
tragic black ghettoes are a
flagrant reality. In a number
of states of this country the
blacks are prevented from at-
tending white schools. Through
various decisions and measu-
res the Reagan administration
has justified and supported

our will not a law for you?»
This cynicism and arrogance
stem from assurance that, in
spite of the occasional kick-
ing, «United Europe» is not
in a position to fend for it-
self without the American
umbrella. Nevertheless, times
have changed, and are not
like those of the Marshall
Plan. The Europeans can no
longer tolerate to see 1iheir
interests and sovereignty dis-
regarded. Their reaction is
expected to become still fier-
cer. The splits in the midst
of the Atlantic Alliance are
bound to grow deeper.

this state of things. Even
under Reagan the blacks are
prohibited from utilizing the
same urban transport facili-
ties as the whites. The blacks
are less paid for equal work
than the whites. Unemploy-
ment among the black popu-
lation is the highest in the
country. The American bour-
geois press itself admits now
that the time has come «to
make Reagan personally res-
ponsible for the racial policy
of his administration.»
Certainly, the racial policy
of Reagan is not the personal
doing of the president, nor
can it be charged to his ad-
ministration alone. Being the
spokesman for capital in
power, in this case one of
the two big parties of capital
— the Republican Party, the
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president, speaking of the Ame-
rican blacks, has publicly de-
clared that «to try to win
over the people who have
closed the doors to us, means

- to misuse our own resources.»

Such a declaration speaks of
the deep unsurmountable gap
between the black population
of the USA and the power of
capital, and shows that the
policy of racial discrimina-
tion, and indeed racial terror,
is an instrument in his hands
to suppress «by force of law»
about one fourth of the po-
pulation of the country in or-
der to exploit it eéven more
ruthlessly and ensure higher
rates of profit. Reagan’s de-
magogy is merely an effort
at covering up this reality.
Both the president and his ad-
ministration, like all the pre-
ceding presidents and their
administrations, are represen-
tatives and zealous servants
of the interests of big capi-
tal, they practice the most
savage racism and support
Ku-Klux-Klan, the open or
disguised offspring of a slave-
owner domination, in its mur-
ders and secret physical li-
quidation of the blacks and
their children. This is how
things stand about the much
advertised Reaganism, which

amongst other things is hailed
as the official anti-racial doc-
trine in the USA.

Chauvinism, also raised to -

the level of official policy, is
the other side of the medal.
With Reagan’s entering upon
office, the myth of the «Ame-
rican superiority» has as-
sumed new and threatening
proportions. Reagan has raised
it to a cult. He has made
a fetish of the Americans’
«energy and genius». Accord-
ing to him, the Americans re-
present «such a great nation
that they cannot permit them-
selves to indulge in petty
dreams,» because they have
been born «to perform great
deeds». America is the «bles-
sed land», and its citizens are
«heroes», says Reagan. There
is no doubt about the simila-
rity of these sermons with
those of the Hitlerites about
the «Nordic superman». There
is no doubt, either, about
the fact that behind such na-
tional-chauvinist clamour loom
criminal  objectives which
have a striking similarity to
the aspirations of the nazi-
fascists in their time. Rea-
gan himself has declared,
«while we build here on our
own land, we must see to it
that our strength grows all
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over the world,» or «the grow-
ing role of America lies in
the fact that it has emerged
to the position of a leader.»
The Hitlerites also spoke about
the «Nordic superman» and
the «revival» of Germany,
connecting this with what
they proclaimed to be the
special mission history had
assigned to it to establish
its domination over the entire
world. Their motto «Deutsch-
land iiber alles» is no-
torious.

The «greatness» of the Ame-
rica of the dollar rises on
the sweat and blood of the
millions' of the oppressed and
exploited who are ruthlessly
robbed of everything both in-
side the USA and in all other
countries of the world where
American capital has dug its
clutches, carrying out barba-
rous aggressions, creating hot-
beds of tension, throwing the
peoples into armed conflicts
and fratricidal wars. It is an
accepted fact today that the
wealth the United States of
America has created through
the plunder of the former co-
lonial peoples and dependent
countries is calculated not by
tens or hundreds of billions
of dollars but by thousands
of billions of dollars.

GREAT-RUSSIAN POLICY OF DENATIONALIZATION

«ZERI 1 POPULLIT».

Millions of Russians and
other Slav people in the So-
viet Union have been forced

to migrate from their home-
land to republics and regions
of non-Russian and, in gene-

ral, non-Slav population. At
the same time, the ethnic po-

pulation of these republics and
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sian Federation or other re-
gions of the Soviet Union.
The Soviet official press says
that now «7 million people

live outside their national
boundaries» in the Soviet
Union.

Judging only from the pro-
portions of this phenomenon it
is quite clear that here the
question is not about some
spontaneous and natural mo-
vement of population, but
about a policy raised to a
system and carried out ac-
cording to precise calculations
and with definite national-
chauvinist objectives. This can
be inferred also from the de-
clarations made by the Soviet
revisionists in connection with
this problem. They claim that
«complex demographic pro-
cesses require a profound stu-
dy of the problem of national

‘relations» and that «in the pre-

sent conditions these proces-
ses should be seen from the
standpoint of the development
of the Soviet people», which,
always according to them,
means «a people without na-
tionality». These objectives
unequivocally imply the assi-
milation of the non-Russian
nationalities of the Soviet Un-
ion. As regards the Russians it
is stressed that «the role play-
ed by the Russian nation in
the development of the Soviet
people is by no means an ac-
cident». In this manner the
Russian nation is placed in a
privileged position. It is the
other nations that should lose
their nationality and that, like
so many fledglings, should
end up under the wings of
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Mother Russia. In short, they
must be Russified.

In order to impose their sa-
vage national-chauvinist po-
licy the Soviet revisionists have
raised to a cult, among other
things, the Great-Russian
chauvinism, which offends the
dignitty of the non-Russian
people. «Novoye Vremiya»
writes that, «In the Soviet
Union the Russians are the
’big’ brothers of the other peo-
ples,» and that «the histori-
cal circumstances have given
them an important place in
the community of the Soviet
republics.» They are the «ce-
ment» of the state, etec, ete. In
this manner the peoples are
divided into «big» and «small».
The «small» should submit to
the hegemony of the «bigr,
ie the Russians, accepting
their role of civilizers that
history has allegedly reserved
for them, etc. These and other
theories of this kind are spread
by the propaganda and «scien-
tific» literature of the Soviet
Union in order to justify this
reality. «Nauchnyj kommu-
nizm» points out amongst
other things that the national
languages of the «small» peo-
ples «cannot serve as a means
for these peoples to accede to
contemporary science and cul-
ture», which they can achieve
only through the Russian, ac-
cording to the Great-Russian
ideologists. Continuing in this
spirit, they stress that «the
Russian language has opened
the road to knowledge, science
and technique, to the heights
of the Russian world culture
to the Kirghiz people, the
Russian language has enabled
the literatures of the nationa-

lities of the Soviet Union to
enter the arena of world lite-
rature. It has opened the doors
of the treasury of world civi-
lization to all the peoples (of
the Soviet Union).»
Obviously the question is
not about learning the Russian
and using it as a means of
communication, as the most
convenient and most widely
used language in the multi-
national Soviet Union. On the
contrary, the question is about
a policy which, by various
means, aims af bringing the
Russian to supplant the na-
tional languages of the other
peoples and wusing it as an
instrument for the dissemi-
nation of the Russian culfure
among these peoples. At pre-
sent 82 per cent of the popu-
lation of the Soviet Union,
as the Soviet press points out,
speaks Russian currently. The
aim is to have Russian used
as a national language and
to gradually liquidate any in-
dividual national feature of
the non-Russian peoples and
minorities. In fact, always ac-
cording to Soviet statistics,
the percentage of the non-
Russians who give Russian as
their national language, o0s-
cillates from 0.6 among the
Tadjiks to 47.4 per cent among
the Manses. Things have
reached the point that as «Nau-
chnyj kommunizm» admits,
«the native language is taught
as a ’'special language’ be-
cause, from the elementary
school on, lessons are given
in the Russian language.» The
Soviet revisionists themselves
admit that «today one fourth
of all the non-Russian students
take their lessons in Rus-
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that the Soviet revisionists
themselves say that «national
languages are means of deve-
lopment of national cultures,»
then this course of the na-
tional policy in the Soviet
Union is aimed, among other
things, at obliterating the cul-
tures of the non-Russian peo-
ples, at subordinating them. to
the Russian culture, at weake-
ning the national conscious-
ness of these peoples. So, the
ideologists of Great-Russian
chauvinism are now more
openly than ever demanding
that specific national values,
especially traditions and cus-
toms which they consider out-
dated, should be reconsidered.
Obviously this demand is ad-

dressed to the non-Russian
peoples. The Russians are pre-
sented as a chosen race with
a special mission and merits.
This is evident from all the
above-mentioned theorizations

In this or that manner, the
rights of the non-Russian na-
tions and nationalities to com-
plete and free national deve-
lopment in their own terri-
tories are violated, their tra-
ditions and customs, their
spiritual and material culture
negated, and last but not least,
their national individuality,
its preservation and streng-
thening, brushed aside. «In
the conditions of socialism,»
«Voprosi filozofii» continues
its theorizations, «there are no
different national ways of life,»

UNDERMINERS OF THE STRUGGLE
OF THE LATIN-AMERICAN PROLETARIAT

«ZERI I POPULLIT»

In the present conditions
when almost all the countries
of Latin America have been
swept by the powerful move-
ments of the working mas-
ses the counter-revolutionary
activity of the revisionist par-
ties is becoming more and
more of a patent reality with
each passing day. Following
in the footsteps of the So-
viet or Chinese revisionists or
the Eurocommunists, the revi-
sionist parties of this continent
have become direct undermi-

ners and wreckers of the revo-
lutionary movements of the
working class and the other
working masses. They preach
reformism, «democratization»
of the bourgeois state and
army, and proclaim bourgeois
parliamentarism as the main
line for the transition from
capitalism to socialism. The
Dominican revisionists consi-
der elections as «the only
means for the country to come
out of the crisis and to gua-
raniee the establishment of
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everything must contribute to
the «creation of an interna-
tional consciousness,» so that
«the process of internationali-
zation penetrates all fields —
production, spiritual, political
and social life, the everyday
life, the family.» So, all this
shows, as Comrade Enver
Hoxha has pointed out, that
the bourgeois-revisionist dic-
tatorship and the complete
destruction of the former so-
cialist base and superstructure
has raised Great-Russian chau-
vinism in the Soviet Union
to the position of the domi-
nant ideology and made na-
tional oppression an insepa-
rable part of the bourgeois

" class policy pursued by the cli-

que in power in the Kremlin

the state power of the poor.»
For their part, the Ecuadorian
revisionists, supporting the so-
called «social pact» worked
out by the ruling classes, sug-
gest a truce between the ex-
ploited and the exploiters
which, according to them, will
create «a milieu of sncial peace
favouring the development of
the country».

The revisionist parties try
to spread the illusion that so-
cio-economic transformations
are possible without recourse
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to radical changes, without
destroying the old capitalist
state, and in the framework
of the bourgeois order. They
call on the working masses
of city and country to re-
nounce the revolutionary
struggle against the foreign
monopolies and the regimes
in power, to limit their strug-
gle to petitions, meetings and
«quiet» manifestations, re-
nouncing riots.

The revisionist theoreticians
try to put the social order
of many Latin-American coun-
tries (Venezuela, Colombia,
Brazil, etc) a popular dress,
to embellish it. According to
them, as long as the bour-
geois institutions in modern
society «collaborate with the
population», there is no need
for the overthrow of thestate
apparatus of the oligarchic
ruling classes, there is no need
for the revolution. From this
premise, the revisionist parties
of Latin America have built
their tactics on pseudo-revo-
lutionary theses'of democracy,
the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat, the class struggle, etc
The Mexican revisionists re-
place the term dictatorship of
the proletariat with the term
«workers’ democratic rule», re-
jecting Lenin’s conclusions that
onty he is a communist who
extends his acceptance of the
clagss struggle to acceptance
of the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat. The Colombian revi-
sionists who propose the so-
called «democratic convergen-
ce», emphasize in one of their
documents that the struggle
for democracy within the fra-
mework of the bourgeois or-
der should «become the main
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axis of the objectives of the
revolutionary movement, the
essence of people’s unity and
alliance, a common element of
all struggles — both of an
economic and political cha-
racter» TFor their part, the
Brazilian revisionists, disre-
garding all class distinctions,
point out that «it is a very
good thing that the president
of the republic is ready for
a dialogue and that the oppo-
sition forces should accept the
helping hand of the gene-
ral.»

By preaching these theses
they intend- to perpetuate the
rule of the fascist oligarchies
and fascist dictatorships, to
consolidate the positions of
reaction which, aided and abet-
ted by American imperialism,
is ever more brutally and sa-
vagely clamping down on the
struggle waged by the popular
masses. There can be no talk
about «democratization of life»
(as the Brazilian, Chilean, Do-
minican and other revisionists
advocate) in these countries
as long as a number of fas-
cist laws are still operating
and the forces of the army
and police kill the best sons
and daughters of the people.

The Latin-American revisio-
nists’ betrayal of the cause
of the revolution is also evi-
dent in their standpoint they
adopt over the role of the ar-
med forces in the process of
democratization of the life of
the country. According to
them, the participation of the
armed forces in this process
is absolutely necessary as they
have an «inter-class charac-
ter», play a «progressive role».
They have gone to such

lengths as to call the reac-
tionary armies «part of the
people», ete. «Our country,»
says a document of the Pe-
ruvian revisionists, «cannot
march forward towards a new
society without oppression and
exploitation if we exclude the
armed forces and, even less, if
we rise against them,» whereas
according to the Brazilian re-
visionists, «the participation
of the armed forces is absolu-
tely necessary for the demo-
cratization of the life of the.
country.» With these stands
the Latin-American revisio-
nists try to cover up the re-
gressive role the armed forces
played in the coups in Brazil,
Bolivia, Chile, etec.

The facts clearly show that
what the Latin-American revi-
sionists want to do is to para-
lyse the militant spirit of the
proletariat in their countries.
They have turned into sabo-
teurs of the struggle of the
proletariat for freedom and
social justice. However, the
events on the Latin-American
continent today are develop-
ing against their wishes. The
present revolubionary move-
ment of the Latin-American
proletariat is scoring ever new
successes. The proletariat is
growing more and more es-
tranged from the influence of
the revisionists. An important
role in this process is being
played by the new Marxist-
Leninist parties and forces in
Latin America which have
seized the banner of the re-
volution and socialism in their
hands and are growing ever
more into the leading politi-
cal and revolutionary forces
of the working class.
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«BASHKIMI»

Tests for the production of
a new commodity are being
conducted in the laboratory
of bourgeois ideological ex-
periments. This new commo-
dity is called Euroleftism
(Eurosinistra). The reformist,
revisionist and social-demo-
cratic propaganda makes much
of this new credo of the Ita-
lian revisionists who, with
their traditional reformist op-
portunism, have abandoned
the Eurocommunist horse and
are betting on a new horse
called Euroleftism.

What is this Buroleftism
which the Italian revisionists
are labouring to present as
an effective presecription for
Europe at the present stage?
Euroleftism is being given the
same publicity as Eurocom-
munism in its initial stage.
It is trumpeted about as the
remedy for Europe. It is not
fortuitous that the propagan-

da of Euroleftism is being

stepped up after the gloomy
«celebrations» the European
bburgeoisie organized on the
25th anniversary of the so-
called United Europe. On the
ideological and organizational
plane Euroleftism calls for a
merger of the revisionist and
socialist parties of Europe un-
der one denomination. On the
political plane the fundamen-
tal aim of Euroleftism, as Ro-
manio Leda, one of the lea-
ders of this party wrote in the
weekly «Rinascita» on April

press review FROM EUROCOMMUNISM TO EUROLEFTISM

9, 1982, is to speed up the
process of political and eco-
nomic integration of Europe.
This means that the architects
of this new party plan to give
fresh impulse to the process
started by the fathers of Eu-
ropeism with the Treaty of
Rome 25 years ago. This shows
that Euroleftism has the bles-
sing of European big capital,
and this is but natural that,
as any merger of the bour-
geois political trends and for-
ces, it cannot be accomplished
without the consent of big
capital which pulls the ropes
behind all these political par-
ties and forces.

The emergence of Euroleft-
ism is not the result of the
passion of the bourgeois and
revisionist ideologists and po-
liticians for theoretical inno-
vations. It is an offspring of
the ideological, political and
organizational crisis of theen-
tire capitalist system and the
bourgeois political parties re-
gardless of their theoretical
platform and labels. The bour-
geoisie had pinned many ho-
pes on Eurocommunism. The
reformist ideology of Euro-
communism, an instrument to
mislead the proletariat and
divert it from the revolution,
was publicized as leading to
the «promised land».

Eurocommunism, as a revisio-
nist current, very soon revea-
led its true anti-Marxist and
counter-revolutionary content
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and aims. In the report sub-
mitted to the 8th Congress of
the Party, Comrade Enver
Hoxha said: «In the Euro-
communist parties themselves
the factions and splits in-
creased, while between the dif-
ferent Eurocommunist parties
the struggle for leadership be-
gan. The squabbles and divi-
sion with the other revisionist
parties became even greater.»

It is not difficult to see that
Euroleftism is only a bluff
and that it will be short-lived.
First, it is the product of
the ever growing ideological
and political crisis of the bour-
geoisie, and came to light
precisely to rally and unite
the bourgeois political forces
against the revolutionary mo-
vement of the proletariat. This
is something which further
exposes it in the eyes of the
working masses. Second, talk
about the alliance of the re-
visionist and socialist parties,
and especially the parties of
the Socialist International, on
a European scale, has been
going on prior to this event
not only among the Eurocom-
munists, but also among the
other revisionists — Soviet,
Yugoslav, Chinese and others.
Euroleftism is nothing but a
renewed attempt after past
defeats. Third, as the revi-
sionist parties cannot find a
common language among
themselves or with socialist
parties of their own coun-
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tries, it is very improbable
that they will achieve unity
on a European scale.

There is nothing new about
Euroleftism apart from its
name. But a name alone is in-
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sufficient to lend this new
revisionist-social-democrat for-
mula a lease of life. Eurocom-
munism was only too soon ex-
posed and defeated. Still soon-
er will this happen with the

new experiments of the Euro-
leftist type. Thus, the transi-
tion from Eurocommunism to
Euroleftism represents only
the metamorphosis of a de-
feat,



The La¢-Shkodra railway line, built with the voluntary action of the youth,
was inaugurated not long ago. Recently the youth

has embarked on another mass action entrusted to it by the Party —

the building of the Fier-Vlora railway line.

.‘}”

Zef Shoshi: «A MASS ACTION PARTICIPANT», oil.
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