CHAPTER EIGHT

THE BEGINNING OF THE COMPLETE
CONSTRUCTION OF SOCIALIST SOCIETY

1. Transition to a New Stage

With the construction of the economic base of so-
cialism, the PR of Albania entered a new stage of de-
velopment, the stage of the complete construction of
socialist society. The fundamental tasks of this stage
were laid down by the 4th Congress of the PLA which
held its proceedings in Tirana from 13 to 20 February
1961. The reports of the leading organs of the Party
were discussed at the Congress which also approved the
resolution on the activity of the CC of the PLA as
well as the directives for the 3rd Five-year Plan of the
economic and cultural development of the PRA.

The 4th Congress of the PLA was held in the con-
ditions of the exacerbation of the ideological struggle
in the international communist movement about the
major problems of world development, problems which
were put forward and discussed at the Meeting of the
81 communist and workers’ parties in Moscow in
November-December 1960. The Congress fully approved
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the activity of the delegation of the PLA at this meeting.

The delegations of 24 communist and workers’ par-
ties attended the proceedings of the Congress. Many
other parties sent messages of greetings to the Congress.
The representatives of the CPSU and of some other par-
ties had been charged with the special mission of exer-
cising pressure on the delegates to the Congress so that
they opposed the Marxist-Leninist line of the PLA
and came out against its leadership.

For this purpose, the Soviet representative and

some others, who followed him, raised in their speeches
theses which were in opposition to those expressed in
the political report of the CC of the PLA delivered by
Comrade Enver Hoxha. They also tried to force the
representatives of the other communist and workers’
parties to change the substance of their speeches and to
oppose the line of the PLA.
( The delegates to the Congress replied to this hostile
interference with their determination to continue still
more vigorously their fight in defence of the purity of
Marxism-Leninism, to implement the revolutionary
political line of the PLA and the decisions of the 4th
Congress. In their speeches the representatives of the
Marxist-Leninist parties highly praised the revolution-
?'ry stand of the PLA and fully supported its political
ine.

The Congress unanimously approved the reports,
the resolution and the decisions on the 3rd Five-year
Plan. The supreme leading organs of the Party were
elected by unanimous vote. Comrade Enver Hoxha was
re-elected First Secretary of the CC of the PLA.

The 3rd Five-year Plan (1961-1965) marked the
beginning of the stage of the complete construction of
socialist society in Albania. The Congress defined the
complete construction of the material-technical base of
socialism, the development and perfection of the socio-
economic relations of socialism and the deepening of
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the ideological and cultural revolution as the main
objectives of this stage.

The completion of the construction of the material-
technical base of socialism called for the further in-
dustrialization of the country, the development of agri-
culture and its total transformation into an intensive
agriculture, as well as for the deepening of the tech-
nical-scientific revolution. This would be done in several
five-year plans in which Albania would be transformed
from an agrarian-industrial country into an industrial-
agrarian country.

The Congress issued directives for the increase of
industrial production and the improvement of its strue-
ture, the setting up of a multi-branched industry based
mainly on large-scale machine production, advanced
technology and local raw materials. The intensification
of agriculture both in the plains and the hilly and moun-
tainous zones would be achieved through the numerical
increase of the mechanized means, the raising of the
productivity of labour and the improvement of the
structure of agricultural production.

The complete construction of socialist society also
necessitated the perfection of the relations of pro-
duction in all fields: ownership, exchange and manage-
ment.

The deepening of the ideological and cultural rev-
olution, and the communist education of the workjng
people assumed major importance in this new stage.

The Congress stressed that the class struggle had
not ended with the liquidation of the local exploiting
classes. It would continue to be a stern struggle also
in the period of the complete construction of socialist
society, especially on the ideological front, between the
socialist ideology and the bourgeois and revisionist
ideology, and it was on this struggle that the fate of
the construction of socialism depended. The class strug-
gle within the country was closely linked with the class
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struggle in the international arena. The internal and
external enemies had not given up their hopes of and
attempts at overthrowing the socialist order in Albania
and re-establishing capitalism. In these circumstances,
the further strengthening of the socialist state was an
indispensable condition for the complete construction of
the socialist society and the defence of the socialist
order in Albania.

The directives of the 3rd Five-year Plan set as the
main task that Albania was to progress more rapidly on
the road of its transformation from an agrarian-in-
dustrial - country into an industrial-agrarian country,
with priority being given to the development of the
heavy industry.

New branches of industry would be created such as
the processing of copper, iron-nickel, and chromium
ores, the ferrous metallurgy and the chemical industry
for the production of nitrogenous and phosphate fer-
tilizers.

The directives envisaged that the total industrial
output would be increased by 52 per cent at an average
annual rate of 8.7 per cent.

In the field of agriculture it was necessary to
eliminate the disproportion created in the development
of industrial and agricultural production. For this pur-
pose, differently from the other five-year plans, the
directives of this five-year plan envisaged a higher rate
of increase for agricultural production as compared with
industrial production. At the end of the five-year plan
the total agricultural output would be increased by 72
per cent at an average annual rate of 15.5 per cent.
The main task of agriculture remained the increase of
the production of bread grain with the aim of achieving
the self-sufficiency of the country in this field.

For the fulfilment of the tasks of the 3rd Five-year
Plan the directives envisaged that capital investments
would be 51 per cent higher than in the 2nd Five-year
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Plan, or nearly equal to the capital investments of the
1st and 2nd five-year plans taken together.

The material well-being would be improved and
the cultural level of the masses would be raised on the
basis of the increase of industrial and agricultural pro-
duction. The national income would increase by 56 per
cent. The average wage of the workers and olfice em-
ployees would be increased by 30 per cent, and the in-
come of the peasantry by 35 per cent.

The complete construction of socialist society called
for the school and science to be more closely linked with
the practice of the socialist construction and the com-
munist education of the working people. That is why
the directives envisaged a change in the organization of
scientific work on the basis of the fundamental principle
of the combination of lessons with preductive labour,
and a closer linking of theory with practice and of
school with life.

The great tasks of the 3rd Five-year Plan were lo
be fulfilled by relying mainly on the internal resources
and our own forces, the credits which the Soviet Union,
the People’s Republic of China and the other countries
of people’s democracy were to give the PR of Albania
on the basis of the respective agreements served only
as auxiliary factors.

2. On the Fulfilment of the 3rd Five-year
Plan Mainly with Our Own Forces

Right after the 4th Congress of the PLA, when it
became clear that its attempts at imposing its will on
Albania were futile, the Soviet leadership cut off all the
credits envisaged in the agreements betwen the two
countries. These credits as well as those from the coun-
tries of people’'s democracy of Europe represented a
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considerable part of the funds needed for the construe-
tion of some industrial projects of ‘the 3rd Five-year
Plan.

After Liberation, Albania’s foreign trade was done
mainly with the Soviet Union and the countries of
people’s democracy of Europe. About 45 per cent of
the Albanian exports went to the Soviet Union and
about 55 per cent of the machinery, equipment and
other industrial goods necessary for the development
of the people’s economy came from there,

Besides, the departure of all foreign specialists who
abandoned the work started at various projects caused
heavy damage to many branches of the economy, espe-
cially geological research, mining and construction. The
foreign specialists left unfinished about 40 important
objects of the 2nd Five-year Plan in the industrial sec-
tor alone. Difficulties increased even more after the
cessation of military aid.

Thus in the first years of the 3rd Five-year Plan,
the fulfilment of the plan inh many sectors of the econ-
omy was made very difficult and to a certain extent
the development of the Albanian economy as a whole
was impaired.

When the Soviet leadership went on with its utter
disregard for the demands of the PLA for the normal-
ization of relations, and with its anti-Albanian activity,
going so far as to attack the PLA publicly and break
off diplomatic relations with Albania, the CC of the
PLA in its declaration of October 20, 1961 and Com-
rade Enver Hoxha in his speech on the occasion of the
20th anniversary of the founding of the PLA on No-
vember 7, 1961 spoke openly about the grave situation
that had been created in Albanian-Soviet relations,
about the true cause of the deterioration of these
relations and the major difficulties that had arisen as
a result of the activity of the Khrushchevites.

Faced with these new conditions the CC of the PLA
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and the Council of Ministers had to make some changes
in the tasks of the 3rd Five-year Plan. They cancelled
some industrial projects from the construction plan and
postponed the commissioning of some others. They
raised the norm of accumulation of the national income
above the planned target, increased the material reserves
necessary for the uninterrupted development of the
economy and the strengthening of the defence capacity
of the country. Many imported articles were replaced
with locally produced goods,

Under these circumstances, the Albanian pecople
mobilized all their forces and worked with the same
spirit of sacrifice as in the time of the National Libera-
tion War.

Among the important measures taken by the
government for the fulfilment of the tasks of the 3rd
Five-year Plan relying on our own forces were consulta-
tions with the broad masses of the people. These were
organized about the more important problems of the
3rd Five-year Plan. Our Party had always paid great
importance to consultations with the broad masses of
the people. However, in the new conditions when the
principle of self-sufficiency assumed broader political
and economic significance, these consultations had vital
importance and were an indispensable condition for
overcoming difficulties.

In the second trimester of 1961, a broad popular
consultation for the further strengthening of the savings
regime took place all over the country.

As a result of the initiatives taken for reducing
production costs, cutting down on unnecessary or pre-
mature investments and other such measures 1 billion
and 900 million leks were spared in 1961 only. This
sum represented more than 6 per cent of the state
budget.

In January-February 1962 was organized a popular
consultation about the local construction of machinery
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and equipment, spare parts and other import materials
through better utilization of inner reserves and all-
round development of the creative initiative of the
working masses. As a result of the initiatives of workers
the copper smelting plant at Gjegjan of Kukés was set
up with our own forces, thereby doubling the produe-
tion capacity of the copper smelting industry. The
workers and specialists of the oil industry reconstructed
the mechanical engineering plant in Stalin City. As a
result the production capacity of this plant increased
more than three fold and it became the main mechanical
engineering base for the oil industry. On the basis
of self-reliance were built the oil bitumen coking
factory, the cement factory in Tirana as well as a
number of new factories and mines. The first machines
of Albanian make (diesel engines of 15 horvse power,
drilling-rigs for geological research, threshing-machines,
electric motors, small hydro-turbines, centrifugal pumps)
were produced during these years. Mechanical industry
was reorganized and further strengthened and con-
centrated. Work began for the building of the tractor
spare parts plant in Tirana which was made operational
in the first year of the 4th Five-year Plan. By the end
of 1964 there were 170 mechanical engineering plants
and workshops all over the country of which 25 were
big enterprises of national importance. In 1965 the
mechanical engineering industry met about 54 per cent
of the needs of the economy for spare parts.

Due to the speedy development of socialist in-
dustrialization the number of pecple working in state
enterprises increased. The number of working people
in the main cities like Tirana, Durrés, Vlora, Elbasan,
etc., grew considerably. However, the vigorous develop-
ment of the country brought about population move-
ments from the couniryside fo the town to a greater
degree than necessary. During 1945-1960 the population
of the towns grew over two fimes. More than hall of
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this population growth was due to the population move-
ment from the countryside to the town. This led to
changes in the social structure of the population and
the creation of a surplus labour force in the town.

The spontaneous movement of the labour for .- irom
the countryside to the town hampered the development
of agriculture at a time when it could not yet cope with
all the needs of the people’s economy for agricuitural
and livestock products. Besides there was still a large
reserve of unemployed labour force in the town, made
up especially of women. In 1960 women constituled only
one fourth of the entire number of working pcopie
employed by the state. On the other hand, the natural
growth rates of population in Albania increased with
each passing year. All this made up a great reserve
which had to be taken into account in considering the
movement of the population from the countryside to
the town.

These important problems were taken up at the
popular consultation on the further improvement ol
the socialist organization of work which went on from
April until the end of September 1964. It exerted a
major influence on the improvement of the socialist
organization of work. Good work was done, in parti-
cular, in limiting the unnecessary movement of the
labour power from the countryside to the town. As a
result, during the years of the 3rd Five-year Plan the
way of growth of the urban population began to change.
While during 1945-1960 this growth had mainly a
mechanical character (movement of people from the
countryside to the city) after 1960 the expansion of
cities was due mainly to the natural growth of popula-
tion., Thus the depopulation of the countryside was
avoided and the rates of participation of women in
the productive sphere were slepped up. In the years
of the 3rd Five-year Plan the number of women work-
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ing in state enterprises increased by 60 per cent while
that of men 32 per cent.

Stemming the trend of rural depopulation favoured
agriculture but it could not eliminate the disproportion
existing between the development of agriculture and
industry.

In 1960 industrial production was 25 times and the
population 56 per cent that of 1938 while agricultural
production had risen only 72 per cent.

In order to fulfil the needs of the country for
agricultural and livestock products, the state had to
import great quantitips of bread grain, rice, fats,
sugar, cte. However, import was not the way to the
solution of this problem. In these circumstances, the
speedy growth of agricultural and livestock produc-
tion, especially bread grain, constituted one of the
main economic tasks for all the country.

During the previous two live-year plans, agricul-
ture had developed mainly extensively. However, the
population and its needs for agricultural and livestock
products grew more rapidly than the cultivated area.
So, parallel with the opening up of new land, agricul-
ture and livestock breeding.

The conditions for transition to an intensive agri-
culture existed already. The big socialist economies
(agricultural cooperatives and state farms), the me-
chanization of work processes in agriculture, the exten-
sion of the irrigated area and the increase in the number
of specialists constituted the necessary base for the
intensification of agriculture.

A popular consullation about the intensification
of agriculture was organized in the second half of
1961. Special attention was devoted to the application
of modern agrotechnics and the mobilization of all inner
reserves for the constant growth of agricultural pro-
duction. Thousands of new hectares were made irrigable,
Relying on their own resources the peasantry built
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hundreds of simple irrigation systems while at the same
time planting as many fruit orchards and vegetable,
citrus plantations and olive groves as possible.

Meanwhile state aid to the countryside increased
further which contributed to the extension and con-
solidation of the mechanical base of agriculture.

Enlargement of agricultural cooperatives through
the unification of smaller ones was one of the more
important roads for the economic-organizational con-
solidation of agricullural cooperatives.

This process, which had begun in 1959, exlended
in scope and spread all over the country during the
3rd Five-year Plan. The process of unification of smaller
cooperatives took place especially in the plains and
in the hilly zones. The enlarged cooperatives included
2-3 and even 7-8 smaller cooperatives. All the smaller
cooperatives in most lowland districts united into en-
larged cooperatives. This led to the reduction of their
number. From 1484 cooperatives in 1960, in 1965 their
number decreased to 368 of which 560 were enlarged
cooperatives.

The unification of cooperatives, the creation of a
multi-branched agriculture and the extensive applica-
tion of the requirements of advanced agrotechnics in
all the crops created the objective conditions for an
increase in the participation in work. Beginning from
1964 remuneration in kind per workday was replaced
everywhere with remuneration in money. The state
short-term credits to the agricultural cooperatives based
on the workdays put in played an important role in
increasing the participation in work of the cooperativists.
These credits were used by the cooperatives for monthly
advances to their members. Economic relations between
the state and the agricultural cooperatives were further
improved and developed. Taxation on agricultural
cooperatives was placed on fairer bases. Payments for
the work done by the MTAs was reduced, whereas
payment in kind for deep ploughing was lifted.
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Although the collectivization of agriculture was on
a whole considered complete in the end of the 2nd
Five-year Plan, there were still some mountainous
zones without cooperatives. So, parallel with the econ-
omic-organizational strengthening of the existing agri-
cultural cooperatives new cooperatives were set up in
the mountainous villages not yet collectivized fer the
complete collectivization of all the peasant economies.

Thanks to the profound socio-economic transfornia-
tions in the countryside the mode of living of the
peasantry changed, too. Still this constiluted only the
first steps towards the socialist construction of the
countryside. Essential differences still remained bet-
ween the countryside and the town. A long time was
needed to eliminate these differences. However, the
complete construction of socialist socicty demanded the
ever greater narrowing down of these differcnces.

In June 1963, the 3rd Plenum of the CC ol the PLA
laid down the main roads for the rapid improvement
of the material well-being and the raising of the cultural
level of the countryside. In the first place, relations of
distribution and redistribution of agricultural products
and incomes in the countryside had to be further
perfected and their management improved.

Special attention was paid to the improvement of
the nutrition of the peasantry, to changing their mode
of dressing and extending the use of household fur-
niture and appliances in order to enable them to live in
a cultured way and in more hygienic surroundings.
The building of dwelling houses and the construction
of objects of an economic, social and cultural character
was speeded up and its quality improved. The state
charged specialists to make plans for the rebuilding of
villages and model designs for dwelling houses. In the
years of the 3rd Five-year Plan, the peasantry built
about 27 000 new houses with their own means. Baker-
ies, canteens, public baths, laundries, créches and
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kindergartens, infirmaries, shops and centres of com-
munal services were set up.

Much work was done for the electrification of the
countryside, its supply with drinking water, the exten-
sion of its communications and connections with the
town. Handicrafts services and trade reached the re-
motest villages. Sanitation and the work of health insti-
tutions were improved further.

The network of 8-year schools was extended and
efforts were made to include all the peasant youth
in it.

In order to free the peasantry from prejudices and
leftovers from the past and to educate it with the
communist ethic and world outlook, particular atten-
tion was devoted to the struggle against such backward
customs as debased women and prevented them from
taking an active part in the political, economic and
social life of the country as well as to scientific-atheist
propaganda.

The urban population made a major contribution
to the improvement of the well-being of the peasantry.
Through patronage, cultural brigades, the sending of
various technicians and specialists, and other forms of
assistance the working class showed the peasantry how
to lead a more cultured life and better manage its
income.

With the construction of the economic base of social-
ism in the town and couniryside, the liquidation of the
exploiting classes and the raising of the socialist cons-
ciousness of the working masses, the social base of the
people’s power was strengthened and the alliance of
the working class with the peasantry steeled further.
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In these conditions, the further consolidation and
democratization of the people’s power as well as the
improvement of the method of management of the
economy and culture on the part of the state organs
assumed particular significance.

Attention was in the first place devoted to the
consolidation and perfection of the state apparatus, to
ensuring the broad participation of the working masses
in state activities, in order to encourage the develop-
ment of their creative initiative in all forms.

With the extension of the socialist sector both in
the town and in the countryside, the volume of wnr‘k
of the people’s councils increased, too. However, their
organizational structure and the quality of their work
did not fully respond to the new demands of the ad-
ministration of town and countryside. :

Enlargement of agricultural cooperatives had raised
new problems for the people’s councils of the coun-
tryside, S

Unification of villages demanded the reorganization
and strengthening of the people’s councils,_ the improve-
ment of the quality of their administrative work. So,
the people’s councils of villages were d_lssolvgd and
replaced with the people’s councils of unlt(?d villages.
The people’s councils of localities were dl_ss;o]_ved in
the zones in which the unification of the villages was
completed and the councils of villages were d{rgC_tI_V
linked with the organs of state power in the district.

With the new elections to the people’s councils
held in May 1964 their composition was improved, too.
Of 29.650 councillors elected, almost one fifth were
women and more than three-fourths people working
directly in production. The people’s councils of vﬂlagcg,
towns and the districts were given broader competences.
A number of activities in the field of trade, communal
services, town-planning etc., passed to their compet_'ence.

The sphere of activity of the people’s councils of
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the districts was extended further. Many economic
enterprises working on locally produced raw materials
were placed under their dependence, these councils
were given greater rights in the field of planning,
budget and administration.

The People’s Assembly adopted the Family Code
and made amendments and additions to the Labour
Code, the Penal Code and the Law on Elections to the
People’s Councils.

The measures taken during the 3rd Five-year Plan
were on a whole correct. They contributed to the con-
solidation and improvement of the work of the state
apparatus, making it simple and more flexible. They
placed an important role in enhancing the initiative
and independent aclivity of the local organs of state
power. However, there were also some measures which
did not recommend themselves. Thus the decision on the
dissolution of the people’s councils of the villages
which belonged to the enlarged cooperatives and their
substitution with the united councils had many short-
comings. It led to the narrowing down of the base
and sphere of the activity of the state, the weakening
of its links with the masses, made their problems more
difficult to solve and hampered the development of
the counfryside in general. Likewise the increase of
the number of central organs through the creation of
new ministries made the state apparatus more cumber-
some and costly. So these decisions were revoked
afterwards.

3. Development of the Ideological and Cultural
Revolution

With the transition of the country to the stage of
the complete construction of socialist society many
new problems emerged, Their solution demanded, on
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the one hand, a better skilled working class, a hetter
educated peasantry, a larger number of cadres and
specialists and, on the other hand, a higher socialist
consciousness of all working people and the eradica-
tion of alien concepts and manifestations which, some-
where more and somewhere less, still lingered in their
midst. All these necessitated the further deepening of
the ideological and cultural revolution.

The institutions of people’s education played the
main role in the communist education of the younger
generation and the training of cadres. Some organiza-
tional changes were made in these institutions and the
educational network was extended. In 1969 Albania
had 425,000 pupils and students, or 13 600 more than in
1960. In the years of the 3rd Five-year Plan 5000
students graduated various high schools.

With the 15-year plan (1961-1975) of development
of scientific work, which was approved in 1961, Al-
banian science entered a new stage of its planned
development. A fundamental task of this plan was the
development at more rapid rates of the natural and
technical sciences for a thorough assessment and ever
better exploitation of the natural assets of the country,
without slowing down the rates of development of
social sciences. For this purpose, study groups and
laboratories were set up at factories and plants and new
scientific institutions like the Institute of Geology, the
Institute of Industrial Research, the Institute of Hydro-
meteorology, the Institute for Protection and Restora-
tion of Monuments, etc., were set up. The studies and
experiments conducted by these scientific institutions
coped with many important problems of the develop-
ment of the economy and culture. In the field of
geology and mining new sources of useful minerals
were found and put into exploitation. Most important
among them was the discovery of new oil deposits. In
the field of technical sciences the designs for the hydro-
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power stations Frederick Engets» on the Mat River and
«Joseph Stalin» on the Bistrica River, for the chain of
hydro-power stations on the Drin River, the copper
smelting factory at Gjegjan were worked out. In the field
of biology, such fundamental studies as «The Biology
and Biochemistry of the Forage Flora of Our Country~,
The Weeds of Agricultural Crops», «Aromatic Plants
and Their Utilization», <«Local Tanning Plants» etc,
were carried out. In the field of agriculture, local elite
seeds were produced, the preduction of grain and fruits
was reorganized and sheep and cow breeds improved.
In the field of social sciences, the «History of Albaniar
(vol 2), «The History of Albanian Literature» and
many monographs on problems of history, literature
and Albanian language were published. The First Con-
ference of Albanological Studies held in Tirana in
November 1962 was an important event for our social
sciences.

In the field of literature and ari the process of the
crystallization of the features of socialist realism, its
consolidation and enrichment in struggle against bour-
geois-revisionist influences was developed further.
Literature devoted greater space to the treatment of
everyday themes, strengthened its socialist content
among the masses. It was enriched with new means of
expression and the proliferation of literary genres which
were never seen before, reaching a higher stage of
artistic maturity.

Typical of this development was the emergence of
a great number of new talents with marked artistic
individualities.

Poetry remained one of the most active genres in
this period. too. Typical was the development of the
lyrical-epic poetry in which the spiritual world of the
new man, the wvitality of the Albanian people, their
resistance against the foreign invaders and in general
the historic fate of the nation and the revolution were
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reflected in a vivid metaphoric language and with
powerful poetic symbols. The more important creations
of this period are «What Do These Mountains Think
About?» by Ismail Kadare and <«Devoll, Devoll» by
Dritéro Agolli.

The novel, which had already achieved some suc-
cesses in the fifties, assumed the leading place in the
literary development of this period. It developed as
an epic narration of the life and history of the people
with subjects from the historical past and the National
Liberation War and with philosophical undertones. The
more significant novels are «The General of the Dead
Army» (1964) by Ismail Kadare, «Before the Dawns
(1964) by Shevget Musaraj and the «Dead River» by
Jakov Xoxe. In the field of drama, the comedy «The
Carnivals of Korca- (1961) by Spiro Comora is prominent
in this period. The creative activity increased consi-
derably also in the field of fine arts. The sculpture
«Memorial to the Congress of Pérmet- (Odhise Paskali),
the paintings «The Cooperativists» (Zef Shoshi), «Meet-
ing of the General Staff» (Guri Madhi), the statue «The
Same Age as the Republic» (Kristag Rama), the bust
«A.Z, Cajupi» (Llazar Nikolla), «Our Mountains» (An-
drea Mano), the portraits «The Partisan» (Foto Stamo),
«The Worker» (Vilson Kilica) etc., are among the more
outstanding successes of this time.

Music assumed great development in this period, as
seen in such major genres like the opera, ballet and
symphony. The best works were «The Flower of Remem-
brance» (Kristo Kono) and the first Albanian ballet
«Halili and Hajria» (composer — Tish Daija, choreogra-
pher — Panajot Kanaci). The setting up of the first
symphonic orchestras in the country and the creation
of the Higher Conservatoire in the capital and many
middle schools of music in the districts favourably
influenced the development of music,

The level of the culture of the masses in town and
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countryside was raised to a higher level. Cultural work
extended to the broad working masses angi playe_.d_ a
great role in their education with the Marxist-Leninist
Ideology and in their mobilization in the struggle to
overcome the difficulties of this period. j

The press assumed great development, too. T‘}m
number of newspapers and magazines and their cir-
culation increased. In 1965 we published 12 newspapers
and 30 magazines with a total annual circulation of
34 million copies. :

The publishing of books is an important mde_x‘ of
the mass character of culture. Over 500 books with a
total of 1.850.000 copies were published in 1965.

The state gave great assistance in the dxs_setﬁ'lxp_;lt.liJn
of culture among the working masses, especially in tre
countryside. In 1965 there were 1195 hearths of cul‘-:t.-.'re
and 337 houses of culture in the countryside and 30
houses of culture in the town. Palaces of culture were
built in Tirana and some other towns. With the setting
up of the Central House of Folk Creativeness in Tirana
(1961) the amateur artistic movement was given a fresh
impulse. The first experimental i;uleymor} centre was
set up and the number of cinemas, libraries and mus-
eums increased.

4. Fulfilment of the 3rd Five-year Plan
(1961-1965)

Relying on their own forces as well on the aid _and
credits which the PR of China gave them at that 1_;_1me,
the Albanian people on a whole successfully fultilled
the main tasks of the 3rd Five-year Plan.

In the 3rd Five-year Plan, 48 per cent of the fotal
volume of investments, or 55 per cent more than _in "[h('.i
9nd Five-year Plan, were used for the expansion ol
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the material-technical base of industry. In this period 430
new industrial, agricultural and socio-cultural projects
were built.

Despite the major obstacles created by the Khrush-
chevites which caused a three-year delay in the building
of new industrial projects the plan of industrial produc-
tion was fulfilled 97 per cent. In the six main branches
of industry it was even overfulfilled.

In the 3rd Five-year Plan for the first time in-
dustrial production exceeded agricultural production. In
1965 industrial and agricultural production accounted
for 56.6 and 43.4 per cent respectively (at 1966 prices)
as agaist 1960 when the figures were 48.4 and 51.6 per
cent respectively.

Although the unfulfilment of the plan of agricul-
tural production increased to some extent the propor-
tion of the industrial production, still the change in the
ratio between these two branches of the economy
showed that industry had began to outstrip agriculture,
that Albania was being transformed from an agrarian-
industrial country into an industrial-agrarian one.

The average annual growth rate of industrial pro-
duction in 1961-1965 was 6.8 per cent. Heavy industry
developed at more rapid rate. The foundations were
laid for the creation of new branches of industiry:
black metallurgy, cooper processing, chemical industry.
The energy base necessary for the perspective develop-
ment of industry and other branches of the people’s
economy was extended.

The plan of the oil industry and the extraction of
useful minerals was fulfilled. Irrespective of the damage
caused by the sabotage activity of the Khrushchevites,
oil production increased 65 per cent compared with the
2nd Five-year Plan. The discovery of oil deposits in the
calcareous strata of Patos opened new perspectives for
the development of the oil industry in Albania.

The plan of chromium ore extraction was realized
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112 per cent. The production of copper industry in-
creased more than 4 times as against 1960. The new
copper processing plants enabled the local processing of
the copper ore. Extraction of iron-nickel increased more
than 2 and a half times as against the 2nd Five-year
Plan.

The hydro-power stations «Frederick Engels» on
the Mat River with a capacity of 23 000 kW and the
«Joseph Stalin» on the Bistrica River with a capacily
of 22500 kW were built and put into operation. These
two importani hydro-power stations were both designed
and built by Albanian engincers and specialists. The
Fier thermo-power station, one of the major energy
projects of the country, began to be built in 1964. As
a result in 1965 the production of electric power was
68 per cent greater than in 1960.

The construction of the greatest project of the
3rd Five-year Plan, the nitrate fertilizer plant in Fier,
began in 1964 and was completed in record time, two
years, and the plant was commissioned in the 4th Five-
vear Plan. The construction of the superphosphate plant
in Lac and the caustic soda plant in Vlera began, too.
Thus the bases for the chemical industry were laid.

The production of mechanical engineering industry
increased two fold as against the 2nd Five-year Plan
and the first important steps were taken for the produc-
tion of technical equipment and machinery.

The light and food-processing industries developed
at high rates, too. Along with the existing factories
which were reconstructed and equipped with modern
technique, many new projects like factories for the
processing of grapes, olives, milk ete., were built, too.
The construction of the big textile combine for the
processing of cotton began in Berat in 1963.

Despite the bad weather conditions of the two first
years of the Five-year Plan (the greaf floods of 1961-
1962 and the long drought of 1962) total agricultural
production in 1965 was 36 per cent greater than in

1960 and 2.3 times that of 1938.
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~ Fifty-nine thousand ha of new land were broken
in. The area of cultivated land increased 11 per cent.
Important reclamation projects involving the draining
of the coastal swamps and the irrigation of hilly and
mountainous areas were undertaken. Work went on
for the completion of the reclamation of the main
plains of Albania: Myzege, Vurg, Thumana, Fier-Ros-
kovec, Maliq where work began for the reclamation of
Hoxhara and the draining of the Durrés and Karavasta
swamps, Major work was done for the irrigation of the
Korca, Devoll, Dumrea and Vurg plains. Apart from the
major irrigation projects a great number of wator re-
servoirs and pumping stations and canals were builf,
too. About 9000 ha of new land were reclaimed and
another 25000 improved through the construction of
major reclamation projects. At the end of 1965 the area
of land under irrigation increased 46 per cent from 32
per cent it was in 1960.

In 1965 as against 1960 the produclion of bread
grain increased 51 per cent, tobacco 62 per cent, cotton
53 per cent, vegetables 99 per cent.

Livestock production rose 20 per cent as against
the 2nd Five-year Plan.

In order to improve the economic situation of the
agricultural cooperatives of the mountaincus zones
obligatory procurement, quotas, taxes and MTS charges
were reduced, on the other hand they were granted
special credits and supplied with selected seed. Their
income per 100 ha of land in 1965 was 76 per cent
higher than in 1960 and their average annual income
per working mass increased 28 per cent.

National income increased 44 per cent as against
the 2nd Five-year Plan. Seventy-one point four per cent
of this income was utilized to meet the needs of the
population and 28.6 per cent to extend socialist produc-
tion, to create reserves, ete.

The working people of town and countryside were
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regularly supplied with the main mass consumer goods.
As envisaged in the plan, in October 1961 trade prices
for industrial goods were reduced with an annual
benefit of 800 million leks for the population. The
lower wages of some categories of workers were raised.
As a result of all these measures the population bene-
fited 350 million leks. The purchasing power of the lek
increased further. The goods turnover in the socialist
trade increased 36 per cent.

The state invested 43 per: cent more funds for
housing construction. In 1965 the number of electrified
villages was about 2 times that of 1960.

The tasks of the 3rd Five-year Plan in education,
culture and the health service were overfulfilled. The
planned number of pupils and students was exceeded.
The State University of Tirana and other higher schools
trained cadres for almost all the specialities needed by
our people’s economy and culture. The number of
cadres of medium training increased almost two fold
and that of higher cadres more than two fold. While
in 1960 there was one doctor per 3400 inhabitants, at
the end of 1965 there was one doctor per 1865 inhabi-
tants. In the years of the 3rd Five-year Plan the free
of charge medical service for all the people, including
the peasantry, became reality.
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CHAPTER NINE

FURTHER REVOLUTIONIZATION OF THE WHOLE
LIFE OF THE COUNTRY

1. Deepening the Line of the Masses

The country was setting out on a new, higher
stage of its political, economic, ideclogical and cultur-
al development. At the same time, with the advent
to power of the Khrushchevites, negative transform-
ations were taking place in the Soviet Union. Under
these conditions, the PLA deemed it necessary to de-
epen the line of the masses and step up the struggle
for the further revolutionization of the Party, the
state apparatus and the whole life of the counttl*y.

In October 1965, the Central Committee of the
Party and the Council of Ministers published an Ap-
pcal to the broad masses of the people to participate
in the discussion and drafting of the 4th Five-year
Plan (1966-1970). The basic idea of the Appeal was:
reliance on the masses, summing up and dissemina-
an, in an organized manner, of their advanced exper-
lence in order to bring about the total mobilization
of the people and exploit as much as possible all the
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internal material reserves. It pointed out that «. .. the
judgement and creative thinking of the working class,
the labouring peasantry and the people’s intelligent-
sia, their initiative, are highly important factors for
a realistic mobilizing and revolutionary planning.»
Unlike the previous discussions by the masses of the
people of the drafts of the five-year plans, this time
in the draft-directives the central state organs gave
not detailed figures, but only some main tentative
ones.

All the working masses of town and countryside
took part in the discussion held in the period Nove-
mber-December.

In every brigade, department, enterprise or agri-
cultural cooperative planning commissions were set up
as organs for encouraging, channelling and organizing
the creative initiatives of the masses.

In their contributions to the discussion, the mas-
ses upgraded the figures proposed by the central or
local state organs. They discarded many outdated con-
cepts about the possibilities of the people’s economy.

The workers pledged to increase production with-
out asking for more investments, to exploit even in
the mountainous regions the huge reserves for a dras-
tic increase of yields in bread grain and other crops.

By their direct participation in setting the tasks
for the five-year plan the working masses contributed
their rich experience and creative thinking to the
planning process. On the other hand, this participa-
tion increased their sense of responsibility for the ful-
filment of the plan.

Meanwhile, in January 1966, on the basis of the
proposals made during the discussion of the directives
of the new five-year plan, a series of revolutionary
initiatives emerged, like going from the centre to the
base, from administration to production. Making a high
assessment of these initiatives, the Political Bureau
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of the CC of the Party decided that leading cadres
must go to the base for a long period of time to
make their contribution to the further strengthening
of the work of the Party and the people’s state power.

These initiatives as well as the proposals made by
the masses during the popular discussion and their
numerous letters to the press organs expressed the
need and demand for profound changes in the meth-
od and style of work of state organs. The issue was
about uprooting bureaucracy in all its harmful mani-
festations, as it was becoming a serious obstacle to
the further vigorous development of the country. It
bamper(zd the development of the revolutionary creat-
ive forces of the people and the successful fulfilment
and overfulfilment of the major tasks of the 4th Five-
year Plan, and in general, the tasks of the complete
construction of socialist society.

In particular, bureaucracy had struck root in the
state apparatus. In many cases the management of
affairs‘ and the solution of many problems was viewed
not with a political, but a technical and formal eye,
and the state organs confided more in administrative
measures, documents, and regulations, which in some
cases had been made a fetish of, attaching only sec-
r_:pd—hand importance to the educational-political work
with people. Consequently, officialdom and formalism
de\:?e_loped, administrative practice was overloaded with
f)t:fu:zal documents, statistics and unnecessary forma]—.
ities, laws and codes were overburdened with super-
fluous details, state and economic apparatuses were
inflated and their links with the masses weakened, the
r_o!e of the people’s councils and the direct participa-
tion of the masses in running the economy and the
couniry were dying away. ' :

These bureaucratic manifestations were in com-
plete opposition to the revolutionary line of the Party
and the profoundly democratic essence of the social-
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ist state. Therefore, on the direct initiative of Comrade
Enver Hoxha the CC of the Party and the government
launched a general action to uproot bureaucracy. The
directives of the Central Committee called for all-
round struggle against bureaucracy in all its manifes-
tations, in the administration, in the activity of the
elected organs, in laws and ordinances, in the organ-
ization of the army, the wages ratio, ete.,, and reaf-
firmed the revolutionary and democratic principles
and norms which should guide the activity of the state
and the whole life of the country.

Proceeding from these directives of the Party,
the government took immediate measures to reduce
the volume of correspondence between state and econ-
omic organs and of statistics, simplified the system
of accounting, considerably enlarged the competences
of the organs depending on the ministries, the execut-
ive committees of the people’s councils and the man-
agements of enterprises, improved the method of
planning for the development of the economy and
culture, while strictly observing the principle of de-
mocratic centralism.

These measures necessitated the reduction of per-
sonnel. The revolutionary initiative to go from the
centre to the base, from administration to production,
was energetically supported by the Party. It grew irto
a broad movement of the masses for a more correct
distribution of cadres, which created the conditions
for a more democratic solution of this problem from
below. Based on this movement, within a few weeks
the government halved the staff of the state adminis-
tration at the centre, reduced the staff of the state
administration in the districts and the personnel of
the state economic enterprises 10 per cent and 15-25
per cent respectively. Nearly 15 thousand cadres of
administration went to work in production.

On the proposal of the government, the People’s
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Assembly convened in March 1966 decided on the
unification and merger of some ministries, bringing
their number down from 19 to 13. while at the same
time simplifying their internal organizational struc-
ture.

Laws, codes and ordinances were put forward for
discussion to the working masses, reviewed with a
critical eye and unburdened from unnecessary articles,
complicated formulations, everything outdated and
alien, and thus made easier to understand. On the
other hand, they were enriched with new elements
which reflected the new stage of the development of
the couniry and the demands for a better organization
of work and social and state life, in general.

Meanwhile, the work of the organisms of social-
ist democracy, especially the elected organs of the
people’'s slate power, from village councils to the
People’s Assembly, was enlivened and improved, re-
establishing, wherever it was violated, the basic prin-
ciple of complete and effective dependence of the
execulive organs on the elected organs and the regular
accounting of the former to the latter. Special atten-
tion was attached to the further strengthening of the
cooperativist democracy by restating all the rights
and responsibilities of the general meeting of the coo-
perativists, as the supreme organ expressing the will
of the members of the cooperative. The administration
personnel of the cooperatives was reduced and some
of them were transferred to production sectors. The
commanding system was improved further for a great-
er closeness and stronger ties of the army with the
people, and the army cadres with the soldiers, and for
the armed forces to better fulfil their tasks.

Party commiltees were created which took in
jcheir hands the running of party affairs in the mil-
Hfary units and army institutions, re-establishing the
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political commissars in the commands and in all the
organs of the army. Ranks were abolished, with army
hierarchy being based on the responsibility devolving
from the functions of the cadres as provided in the
staff regulations of the armed forces.

The government reconsidered the wages ratios,
too. It regulated the ratio among higher, medium and
lower wages, proceeding from the criterium that wor-
kers’ wages, as well as the lower, and in general,
medium wages of office workers should not be reduc-
ed. The salaries of higher functionaries in the lead-
ing organs of the Party and the state were reduced
to a fairer ratio with the wages of the working mas-
ses.

These measures marked the beginning of a new
stage in the revolutionization of the life of the coun-
try. They were summed up in the Open Letter of
March 1966 the CC of the Party addressed to the
communists, workers, soldiers and officers.

In the Letter an analysis was made of the objec-
tive and subjective causes for manifestations of bu-
reaucracy. With the triumph ol the people’s revolu-
tion an entirely new state administration which could
rely only on a limited number of qualified cadres em-
erged. It took over the running of the whole life of
the country, while fighting to stem the wave of spon-
taneity of the small-scale production of goods and
anarchy of small producers, which resulted in the
assumption of too broad competences by the central
organs. Bureaucracy also originated from the workers
of the old state administration in the new state ap-
paratus who, although linked with the Party and the
people, could not fail to bring along the bourgeois
mentality and practices uncritically borrowed from for-
eign experience as well as from a certain overestim-
ation of their own capabilities and forces and the
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resulting underestimation of the dependent institutions
and cadres,

Now, new conditions were created which made
the further revolutionization of the life of the country
and, in the first place, the reorganization of the sys-
tem of management, both necessary and possible. The
Open Letter pointed out that the people’s state power
was already built and consolidated in all its links; it
had been greatly strengthened by the triumph of the
socialist relations in town and countryside and the
ensuing of ever greater resirictions of petty-bourgeois
sponlancity; the number of specialized cadres had
been increased, and the educational, cultural and pro-
fessicnal level and consciousness of the working mas-
ses raised. However the CC of the Party considerca
the struggle to uproot bureaucracy a permanent
though, difficult and complicated, task. In order to
carry further forward the victories achieved, the mea-
sures already taken had to be accompanied, first and
foremost, with new concepts of management, with the
elimination of bureaucratic methods and their re-
placement with genuinely revolutionary methods, To
this end, all the working pecple should proceed, in
their life and work, from the principle of putting
proletarian politics in command assessing every prob-
lem from the political angle, in the first place.

Reliance on the masses of the people, listening to
what they say, all-round development of their creat-
ive spirit and encouragement of their initiative, was
the main guarantee for the uprooting of bureaucracy,
and in general, for the further revolutionization of
the life of the country. In its Open Letter, the Party
stated: «The people stand above all..., the people’s
power and its organs are weapons in the hands of
the pecple and serve them to carry the cause of the
construction of socialism successfully forward. In con-
formity with this, the office worker or the function-
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ary of our state apparatus, whatever his functions, is
only a servant of the people.. st Q8

The Open Letter was the source of new. initiat-
ives among the masses of the people. Enterprises un-
derlook a critical analysis of their work. As a result,
the worker collectives of economic enterprises d_iscov-
ered new reserves, upgraded their planned targets and
began to overfulfil them. :

Hundreds of factory workers went to the coun-
tryside for a period of time to help the cooperativist
peasanis with their seasonal work, especially harvest-
jing and thrashing. The other workers pledged to
make up for their work and fulfil the plam}ed tasks,

Amid this general revolutionary enthusiasm new
olements of socialist solidarity emerged. On the ini-
tiative of the Kutalli cooperative, the advanced low-
land cooperatives of the Berat district dnciclE(_l to as-
sist the highland cooperatives with specialists &}nd
work tools, seeds, etc., free of charge. Villages assist-
ed one another in carrying out important works, such
as building irrigation cannals, etc. ]

The mobilization of the peasant masses to fulfil
and overfulfil the planned tasks yielded its results
very scon. Yields higher than in any previous year
were faken in from most crops, especially bread grain.
In 1966 many highland agricultural cooperatives ma-
naged to produce their own bread for the first time.

" In order to increase the defence potential of the
Homeland along with the all-round work done in the
People’s Ar'my'ﬂfor the further perfecting of the mil-
itary art, the physical and military training of the
pophlation assumed vigorous development, too.

An exvnression of the correct understanding of the
teachings of the Party was the movement to link men-

* Principal Documents of the PLA, vol. 5, Tirana 1974,
p. 24, Alb. ed.
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tal work with physical work, with production. On the
basis of the instructions of the CC of the Party for
the reorganization of the direct work in production
of the office workers, the government decided that
all the office workers and working people of culture
and science must do a month’s work in production,
mainly in the countryside. Students of middle and
higher schools were also engaged in productive work.
Tens of thousands of students, accompanied by their
teachers, fook part in the summer actions of the youth
in construction and production, especially in the buil-
ding of terraces for citrus fruit in Jonufér (Vlora) and
elsewhere.

2. The 5th Congress of the PLA and the
Directives of the 4th Five-year Plan

The 5th Congress of the PLA was held in Tirana
from November 1 to 8, 19686.

The Congress analysed the aclivily of the Party
and summed up at a higher theoretical level the revol-
utionary experience of the Party and of the masses
of the people, especially in the years 1961-1966. It laid
down the tasks for the future, made some amend-
ments to the Constitution of the Party and approved
the directives of the 4th Five-year Plan.

The fundamental task of historic importance
for the Party and our country was the uninterrupted
development and deepening of the socialist revelution

in all the fields: political — for the preservation,
strengthening and improvement of the people’s state
power, economic — for the strengthening and impro-

vement of the socialist relations in production and
the complete construction of socialist society; ideol-
ogical and cultural — for the implanting and com-
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plete triumph of the proletarian socialist ideology in
the consciousness of the whole working people, for
the all-round revolutionary and communist education
and tempering of the new man, the decisive factor
in the construction of socialism and the defence of
the Homeland.

In that period, the main link for the revolutioniz-
ation of the whole life of the country was the deep-
ening of the ideological and cultural revolution. This
was determined by the fact that after the liquidation
of the exploiting classes. the class struggle develops
sharply, with ups and downs, and is directed not only
against the internal and external enemies, it develops
in the midst of the people, too, and within the Party
itself, against bourgeois ideology, against alien mani-
festations, against patriarchal, feudal and bourgeois
concepts, habits and customs inherited {rom the past
and lingering in the minds and conduct of the working
people. Procecding from the national and international
experience of the socialist construction the Congress
came to the conclusion that «as long as the complete
victory of the revolution in the field of ideology and
culture has not been ensured. the victories of the
socialist revolution in the economic and political fields
cannot be secure and guaranteed, either.»*

After pointing out the successes achieved in the
struggle against bureaucracy to bar the way to the re-
visionist and bourgeois degeneration of the people’s
power and to strengthen it as the main weapon in
the hands of the Party and the people for the comple-
te construction of the socialist society, the Congress
reiterated the need for the state and its apparatuses
being more closely linked with the people and com-
bining the experience of the state organs from above

* Enver Hoxha, Report to the 5th Congress of the PLA,
Tirana 1966, p. 124. 2nd Alb. ed.
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with the revolutionary experience of the masses fro
below. ; s 5

The Congress considered the education of the new
man and the development of a new. socialist, stand
t.cjxx-'ards work — the great school of the (:oh;mkul;qiqt
education, a very important direction of the idofﬂogic;i]
work, Taking into consideration that those enéagéd in
mental work, the cadres and the intellectuals jbému%t-‘
of the nature and conditions of their work ére nl.wo;'e_'
expose.d‘to influences from the bour'geois.an:d espec‘ial—.
ly 1'<?v15510;1isi: ideology, the Congress pointed out the
special importance of their tempering on the anvil of
the revolution. ¥
! The angress considered the combination of men-
tal work with physical work together with the workers
and peasants as an important means for HTII'I'(.)\,'Ji;'lg
down differences between town and countryside, as
part of a vast program which is linked with }t};e ﬁ,roé;
pects of the couniry’s advance towards communisr;l

. The ideological revolution should be accomnénied
with the extension and deepening of the cultural revo-
Iui,u__m as its component part, to realize, first aﬁd fr.nre—
most, its fundamental aim — the I{Jar'xist;Lenihiét
class ec‘]ucati(m of the working people. The Com.fre‘qq
(raﬂ_ed for culture and art to be based more firml.\‘; nn
native soil, as they spring from the people and bs;long
to the pecple. The educational system should erlwre
the further revolutionization of the content and ‘me—-
thods of teaching and education. \ .

Th() 5th Congress devoted special attention to in-
terr;at.mm.l problems, and in praticular to the str.u rgle
aga.mst the united, front of the .Americans and :L’S}:c;—-
viets. Their united front was based on th(-'ir (comr*;l()n
Interests and immediate strategic aims the--diquitm of
the zones of influence between and 1,},153 (\Q.I:-ah]i::hmpnt
of the c!nn'_lin;ition of fthe two SL.lperpowﬁ;r'éIo‘:?.er ;h&i‘
world, their struggle against the socialist countries
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which stood in revolutionary positions, against the
revolutionary forces fighting for [reedom, independen-
ce and socialism. The two superpowers had common
interests but also contradictions which stemmed from
the ambitions of either of them to win supremacy for
itself, to strengthen its grouping and to extend 1its
sphere of influence at the expense of the other. On the
other hand, the two big political groupings were eroded
from within by profound antagonistic contradictions.
In these conditions, the struggle against the Soviet-
American alliance which constituted the greatest dan-
ger to the revolutionary movement, socialism and
peace, was a historic task of major international im-
portance.

In conclusion of its proceedings the 5th Congress
unanimously elected the Central Committee of the
PLA and the Central Control and Audit Commission.
Enver Hoxha was re-elected First Secretary of the CC
of the PLA.

The 5th Congress endorsed the directives of the
4th Five-year Plan (1966-1970) for the economic and
cultural development cf the country.

The main task of the 4th Five-year Plan was to
ensure the further development of the productive
forces in order to speed up the complete construction
of the material-technical base of socialism.

The annual average growth rate of industrial and
agricultural production taken together was set at about
10 per cent as against 6.7 per cent it had been in the
3rd Five-year Plan.

Industrial production would increase 50-54 per
cent above that of 1965. The production of the means
of production would increase 65-69 per cent and that
of consumer goods about 33-38 per cent. Branches of
the heavy and light processing industry, such as che-
mical and engineering industries, electric power, cop-
per, iron-nickel, oil, glass and ceramics industries
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:;tl(fi.uinge (}(}-‘Z.EI;)POd .:-lf. k'li_gher rates. Rolled metal, nit-
t(‘d.%:]_dq -E)n];)ﬂ-p ;11.(_‘! fertilizers for agriculture, calcina-
1";_]-_1 I;jncag (.Ofc '_:,{J _d. f‘ish, brass, (-Rl(;"[_‘ll"ir_‘ light bulbs, seve-
ik thé muidtpfftfand ol.hgr ar_l.lc.les would be produc-
o 1‘(-\X.‘L-ﬂ(-\ éx 1(;? Lhn:‘. first time, Th_(r commissioning
bt O;Lir te_ﬂj(j);n‘”ée ‘m Berat would further conso-
2 [h; 4.}_ n ustry.
h ne}: ré.m reLf W‘leFnlre'—y(lrar__PIan the country entered
]opmenht O% t;e 1}233‘?3.!;112;{1:10?1: 1.he(iﬂ;1,age of the deve-
s : eavy processing indusiry, which was
?ji?imgf {ﬁr securing the preponderance obf the pr'oc;;z::
; _the means of preduction in total industri
production. iy i
i g;lﬁgféézeizpfﬁem ol agriculture ‘was described by
bl s = e 1:110§t 1mpor'1_:ant factor for carrying
poliie ain economic tasks of the new five-year plan
afanal; LrLf:;il Oli_r%(iu:::t;(?en wast to ciil"nm;‘nr_\ase at an averagé
Rl Taker -2 per cenl and to be 71-76 per cent
%ze:éel 11?:I 19?0 I..ha_n in 1965. These high 1‘a‘LeI.?s wou?&
cured by placing industry in the service of agri
CUItu"_[I:}E; more than at any other time. : g
P, p(g{)g:(})gql.h;iif:,:Fnt(;i'[?llill;lefft?e production of food
: 23, rice and e e fats was the f :
tal t?sk ('JF‘ agriculture in the nou: E\ig_i:‘;rhg]lgsm@ﬂ-
Eod f;}ilrii,;veqdeyclopmem. i.e.,, further increase of
e I.,‘_r,cnjam(?d thfe main road for the develop-
o O‘Ilrl-gll(.uhl_ﬂ"e. Besides, the breaking in of neI\jJ\«'
1,;_en g‘l?u},o ccrlr_}mmue at higher rates. One hundred fif—
ey Llcm hectares o:E‘ land were to be reclaimed
Altf?rtdsf much as _durmg the 3rd Five-year Plan
WhiChp‘;wldr%m .ihe tn‘_’e?es.fs work of the bpeasamrv‘
i . ﬂ.e) Lhc_a- decisive factor for the rapid deve-
i ecgh()n.‘lf- h1]_ly and mountainous zones, some
Ve '-1H‘ ‘ ;111, measures were to be faken too: to
i di;poiﬁig:fultrgttralu)?axah;‘m ovg}r the five years at
1SPOse ne cooperatives for ir inve ;
to raise prices for wheﬁt and mo?a];; iii)lgurlﬁsneei:?:(qt)
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staff the cooperatives with the necessary cadres, to
increase the material assistance to them, etc. The Party
and state organs must continue their clarification work
to convince the peasaniry to complete the collectiviza-
tion in the mountain zones, too, of which 10 per cent
remained still uncollectivized.

The 5th Congress decided to increase investments
34 per cent above those of the 3rd Five-year Plan,
giving priorily to investments in the productive sector
(80 per cent of the total).

National income would incrcase 45-50 per cent, of
which 28,2 per cent would be used for accumulation
and 71,8 per cent for social and individual consump-
tion. The real per capita income of workers and empioc-
yees would grow 9-11 per cent and that of the pea-
santry 20-25 per cent.

In the field of education, apart from the further
revolutionization of the school, which remained the
main task, the Congress decided to further expand the
cducational system, increasing the number of pupils
and students 27 per cent and that of the graduates of
middle and higher schools 67-68 per cent. Considerably
more funds than in the previous five-year plan would
be allocated for the further development of educa-
tion and culture.

The accomplishment of these tasks would lead to
considerable improvement of the well-being of the
people. The Congress once again pointed out that here
personal and short-term interests should be correctly
combined with social and the perspective interests, that
there should be a revolutionary concept of the well-
being of the people in socialism, which did not mean
the satisfaction of petty-bourgeois whims, but meeting
of material, cultural and social needs, that is, all those
needs which express the prosperity of people, both in
the present and in the future.

The 4th Five-year Plan was a turning-point in the
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r_ates of growth of industrial and agricultural produc-
tion, perceptibly reduced differences between agricul-
ture and industry improved the structure of industrial
production and further deepened the ideological and
cultural revolution.

The strengthening and tempering of the Party, the
preservation and strengthening of its proletarian cha-
racter and leading role was a primary condition for
the development and further deepening of the revolu-
tionization of the whole life of the couniry. ;

In the years following the 5th Congress, the Party
membership increased at higher rates, mainly with
elements from the working class. In 1970 for the first
time the communists with worker social status occu-
pied the first place (36 per cent of the membership),
followed by others with employee and cooperativist
status. In this manner the social composition of the
leading organs of the Party changed, too, with workers
accounting for 50 per cent of it. '

Important measures were taken for a better un-
derstanding of the struggle against bureaucracy as a
stru_gg]e which consists not merely in certain adminis-
tratl\-"e measures, but in the eradication of idealist and
reactionary concepts and anti-people practices in ma-
nagement, which stem from these concepts. Thus, con-
trol from the masses, especially worker control on the
organs, apparatuses and cadres of the state and the
economy was strengthened and became more effective
which constituted the essence of the struggle againsi
btlreaucx'acy. More people from the ranks of the work-
ing class were employed in the representative organs
of the stale, their authority and role were enhanced
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and cantrol on the executive committees and their
apparatuses was strengthened.

According to the directives of the 5th Congress
of the Party, the existing legislation underwent a ge-
neral revision, 400 law provisions were abrogated and
replaced with new ones. Important amendments were
made in the Labour Code, the Law on Social State
Security, the Decree on the People’s Councils, ete.

Other initiatives emerged from among the ranks
of the working masses. These initiatives were transfor-
med into major revolutionary social movements on a
national level, such as the movement for placing the
general interest above the personal interest, the move-
ment against religion, religious prejudices and back-
ward customs, the movement for the complete eman-
cipation of the woman, the movement for the further
revolutionization of the school, ete.

3. The Movement to Put the General Interest
Above the Personal Interest

The deepening of the social revolution raised,
among other things, the question of putting the general
interest above the personal interest, their correct com-
bination, as a fundamental principle to maintain the
socialist character of the whole system of socio-econo-
mic relations. This principle, warmly embraced by the
masses of the people, found a new expression in the
emulation of the workers and peasants and their efforts
for the best possible fulfilment of tasks which in cer-
tain cases went as far as the supreme sacrifice. It was
also expressed in the initiative of the peasants to give
up part of their individual plots and excessive honuses,
to complete the collectivization of agriculture and con-
tribute to the clectrification of the whole country, to
carry out actions with concentrated efforts, etc.
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_A new revolutionary drive of unprecedented pro-
portlons_envelop(zd the working class of the country
in the first place. The workers pledged to fulfil {h(:
196_7 plan ahead of schedule. Within a short time, the
socdlahst en_mlation initiated in certain individual ﬁ’lants
?}r:e {fsg?ﬂiizq enveloped all the working collectives of

Relying on the internal reserves and their own
forces, the workers and specialists designed and built
tens of factories, plants and workshops such as the
bltumen_coking factory in Stalin City, the cement
Iacto%"y in Tirana, potato flour factories in Shkodra‘
Durrés, V]pra, Tirana, ete., constructed machinery anci
sels of equipment, spare parts and many articles which
were formerly imported. ]

Parallel] with the extensive application of indivi-
d_ua]_ work norms, collective work norms were increa-
s%n.g]y applied according to working and production con-
dJ.t_lons. Vanguard workers volunteered for work in
brigades or workshops which were not too successful
in the fulfilment of the planned tasks and helped them
out of their state of backwardness, i |

The 5th Congress of the Party hailed the initiative
of the fan]arged cooperatives «Joseph Stalin» of Krutja
(Ifushn_1a district) and «Enver Hoxha» of Zharrés (Fiér
district) etc., to reduce the size of the individual plots
of ]anq of their members. As the Congress pointed out,
the point was not to abolish the individual plot of li-mrj
of the cooperafivist which was still necessary as an
economic aid for his family, but to graduallyj reduce
the size of it as the possibilities grow for the collective
economy to provide for the vital needs of the families
of the cooperative members.

! After the Congress, within 1-2 months, this initia-
tive was transformed into a mass movement which en-
\-'f-_ﬂn]?ed the cooperatives of the Shkodra and Elbasan
districts, and subsequently the whole cooperativist pea-
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santry of the country. As a result, the individual plots
of land were reduced by 50-60 per cent and the indi-
vidual livestock by 50 per cent in favour of the collec-
tive ownership, which constituted the base of the well-
being of the peasantry. Alter this reduction, the struc-
ture of the individual plot of land changed, too. Now
it met only part of the more urgent daily needs of the
family, while its possibilities of producing for the mar-
ket were perceptibly restricted. This narrowed the ma-
terial base of concepts and feelings based on private
ownership and linked the peasant more closely with
the cooperativist property.

In March 1967, the working people of the «Gjerg]
Dimitrov» state farm of the Tirana district reported
that they gave up of their free will their personal gar-
dens, which, as they said in their letier addressed to
Comrade Enver Hoxha, «preserved and cultivated
among the working people the attachment to private
property and all the evils deriving from it». This inilia-
tive immediately spread among all the state farms of
the country.

Meanwhile, other initiatives emerged from among
the workers and intellectuals to give up excessive bo-
nuses and donate state loan bonds to the state. Support-
ing these initiatives the CC of the Party and the Go-
vernment declared that they would be sanctioned in
the related ordinances. At the same time it pointed
out that skilled and difficult work would continue
to be appropriately rewarded against any petty-bour-
geois tendency of equalitarianism.

The directive of the 5th Congress on the comple-
tion of collectivization even in the remotest mounta-
inous zones was warmly welcomed at the base. Collec-
tivization was completed in November in the Librazhd
district and the mountain zones of Elbasan, in Dece-
mber in the Mirdita district, in January 1967 in the
Dibra, Mat and Puka districts and in the highlands
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of Shkodra. and in all the mountainous zones of the
country in February of the same year, Almost all fhs;
peasantry was included in the new cooperatives. Nov&
agricultural cooperatives comprised 99 per cent of the
]_and owned by the peasantry. Agriculture was totailv
incorporated in the socialist system with the (rnoperai
tives accounting for 80.5 per cent and the state farms
18 per cent of the whole area of arable land of the
country,

The completion of the eollectivization in the mo-
u_ntamous; zones in three months represented a major
victory and an important factor for strengthening the
defence capacity of the country. .At the same time it
faced the state organs with important problems. Now
they had to give priority to the highlands in material
and organizational assistance. By government decision
tI_’le production of work imp]ei"nents, machinerv- and’
simple sets of equipment for agriculture and livéstock
raising increased, craftsmen’s shops were set up in eve-
ry village, and many cadres, technicians, teachers, doc-
tors and others went to the count-rysicle; Party co;nmi.t—
tees were set up to improve the work of the Party
and further revolutionize life in remote mountainous
ZONeSs.

Implementing the directive of the 5th Congress of
the Party «to take to the hills and mountains and make
t_hem as fertile as the plains», work for the comple-
tion of ‘(':(:Ilectivization in the mountain zones was El(‘;—
companied with a broad movement in which the peai—
sant youth played the main role. This movement w.'aﬂ;
mltlated' by the youth of the Lapardha (:oopur'ativé
(Berat district). In the mountainous cooperatives thous-
ands of young people began breaking in virgin land
to secure the bread grain locally. This movement refu-
ted the conservative (3{_)11(:(!pt.‘3‘ which existed in Il.he
hlghlands, according to which no living could be made
in the highlands and that there was not arabl-e l:—.lnci
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enough even for half of their population. The youth
of the cities, workers, office workers and students, were
involved in this movement, too. A great number of
workers and specialists volunteered for work in the
mountainous cooperatives. This broad movement also
helped bring about a change in the mode of living of
the peasants of the mountain zones. Women and girls
from the more advanced lowland cooperatives and from
the towns played an important role in this direction
by living for some time in {he homes of the highlanders
and working together with them. They made a valu-
able contribution to the improvement of the hygienic
conditions of villages and the mode of living of their
inhabitants. Close, fraternal collaboration was establi-
shed between the workers and peasants. Different in-
dustrial enterprises in the towns sent to the villages
not only agricultural implements, but also agitators
and artistic groups. This did not mean that villages
were taken under the palronage of industrial enterpri-
ses and socio-cultural institutions of the cities. The
aim of the initiative was to convey the revolufionary
spirit and ideology of the working class to the country-
side. The national meeting of the workers fighting for
the further development of the countryside, held in Du-
rrés in August 1967, made a high assessment of these
initiatives as an important contribution to the streng-
thening of the alliance of the working class with the
peasantry and the narrowing down of differences be-
tween town and countryside.

The agricultural cooperatives themselves had de-
monstrated their supericrity in raising crop yields and
increasing the number of livestock, especially cows,
turning rocky soil into fertile fields, building irrigation
channels in difficult mountainous terrain, building
roads to isolated villages and ensuring the periodical
participation of leading cadres and administration work-
ers in direct production work,
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Highly assessing the movement to put the general
interest above the personal interest, the CC of the PLA
and the Council of Ministers took a series of important
measures to strengthen the collective economies, espe-
cially the newly created cooperatives in the mountai-
nous zones, In April 1967 it was decided that more
state aid should be given to economically weaker coo-
peratives, old or new, in those zones through interest-
free credits for the development of production, the
lifting of taxation on income from individual plots of
land in all agricultural cooperatives and on income
from agricultural production in the newly-created coo-
peratives in the mountainous zones and the raising
of the prices for compulsory grain procurements.

The completion of collectivization in all the moun-
tainous zones gave rise to a broad movement of socia-
list solidarity which had never been scen before. Be-
ginning from December 1967 many agricultural coope-
ratives and state farms donated a considerable number
of animals to the cooperatives of the remote mountai-
nous zZones.

One month later, the Council of Ministers declared
that the agricultural cooperatives and state farms had
put at its disposal 5220 head of cattle and 45.600
sheep and goats, which was done through the utiliza-
tion of the internal possibilities, without affecting the
state plan for the development of livestock raising.
It decided to comply with the request to distribute these
animals, free of charge, among the cooperatives of
the remote mountainous zones in the Shkodra High-
lands, the districts of Tropoja, Puka, Mirdita and the
locality of Fan (Kukés district) during the years 1968-
1970.

The all-round and rapid development of the remote
mountain zones figured high on the agenda of the
Party and state crgans. Among the ways to achieve
this goal was the mass exchange of groups of people,
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for a period of 1-2 months, between the cooperatives
of the Northern Highlands and those of the South.
Many young women from the Highlands joined courses
for sanitation workers, tailors, trade workers, etc,
which were organized in Durrés.

These initiatives were evidence of a new and
broader concept of the collective group property. Mate-
rial assistance from the lowland cooperatives contribut-
ed to the economic strengthening of the mountain
cooperatives, At the same time, it had great political
and ideological significance. The exchange of visits be-
tween the cooperativists of Northern and Southern
parts of the country yielded its first positive results.
In the remote mountainous zones they assisted the
struggle against patrviarchal and conservative concepts
for a better mode of living. The experience of the coo-
perativists from the South was also used in setling up
construction brigades, and shops for the processing of
fruit, and the intreduction of new crops, ete.

This was the beginning of an important change
in the work and mode of living in the remote mountai-
nous zones.

The socialist solidarity ol the working masses was
expressed in all its strength on the occasion of the
earthquake which struck the districts of Dibra and
Librazhd on November 30, 1967. It affected 31 locali-
ties and 134 villages, destroyed or made unfil for use
6,300 buildings, of which 130 schools.

Next day, December 1, 1967, the Government de-
cided that all the buildings destroyed or damaged by
the earthquake would be built and repaired at state
expense within December 1967 and that immediate
material aid, free of charge, weuld be given by the
state to all earthauake victims.

Three thousand one hundred consiruction workers
and specialists and thousands ol other pcople voluntee-
red for reconstruction work and 40,000 tons of goods
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were delivered to the districts of Dibra and Librazhd.
The work mates of those who volunteered for assistance
to the earthquake-siricken zones worked overtime
to make up for the work of their absent comrades, and
the building materials factories overfulfilled their plans
so as to be able to help better the earthquake-damaged
zones. Despite the harshness of the winter, 19,400 peo-
ple took part in that great action. This action was the
starting-peint of a series of other acts of heroism at
work and were powerful manifestations of the socia-
list consciousness of the working people.

Through all this persistent self-denying work, the
consequences of ‘he earthquake in Dibra and Librazhd
were liquidated and life was brought back to normal
in less than one month. The Party drew important
lessons from the experience of the housing construc-
fion in the earthquake-stricken districls. In his speech
in Peshkopia on December 16, 1967 Comrade
Enver Hoxha pointed out that construction of the dama-
ged buildings must serve everywhere as an example
for the construction of dwelling houses for the workers.
Implementing the instructions of Comrade Enver Hoxha
in January 1968 dwelling houses began to be built
with the voluntary contribution of the masses.

This new method of work speeded up construc-
tion rates and solved to a large extent the difficult
problem of housing.

4. On the Complete Social Emancipation
of the Working People

The further revolutionization of the entire life of
the country made the struggle against religion. reli-
gious prejudices and hackward customs, a primary
task in social life. ) :
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The three religions professed in Albania at that
time — the Moslem religion (70 per cent of the popu-
lation), the Orthodox and Catholic religions (30 per cent
of the population), and their respective clergy had al-
ways been used by the foreign rulers and the exploit-
ing classes as a means to divide and oppress the peo-
ple. The struggle against religion and the clergy,
waged during tens ol years by the more progressive-
minded representatives of the nation, had yielded po-
sitive results but still the religion and the clergy
retained their privileged positions as long as the exploi-
ting classes which they served contlinued to be in
power.

With the National Liberation War and especially
with the liberation of the country from the foreign

_occupiers, religion and the clergy sulffered a heavy

setback. The reactionary high clergy were exposed
as close collaborators of the fascist occupiers. The
exploiting classes which kept and supported them were
overthrown. Although the socialist state respected the
freedom of religion and allowed the carrying out of
religious ceremonies by religious institutions, firmly
relying on the materialist world outlook, the whole
educational and cultural system and the entire propa-
ganda of the Party were in irreconcilable struggle
with religion and eroding its foundations.

Following the 5th Congress of the Party and Com-
rade Enver Hoxha’s speech of February 6, 1967, when
the whole country was seething with powerful revolu-
tionary movements of the masses, the contradictions
between the socialist and the religious ideologies and
the everyday conflicts between the socialist norms and
the religious norms grew more acute. In these eir-
cumstances a new movement against religion, its Ins-
titutions and clergy, against religious prejudices and,
in general, against the backward customs, arose and
developed.
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The «Naim Frashéri» secondary school in Durrés
took the initiative at the beginning of February 1967.
After a heated discussion it set out on its historic ac-
tion to close down churches, mosques, tckkes, all «holy»
places, to make the clergy work like everybody else and
live by the sweat of their brows. Discussions and ac-
tions against religion went beyond the walls of schools.
they extended to the precincts, production centres and
to villages. In a short time the movement extended
all over the country. It found a proper ferrain due
to the historical developinent of the country, especially
in the last 25 years. So the small sparkle kindled by
the revolutionary pupils of the «Naim Frashéri» school
in Durrés lit a big fire which did away with the
centres of religious obscurantism. This was a new class
struggle led by the Party for the elimination of ana-
chronistic mediaeval leftovers which hampered the so-
cialist construction of the country and the formation
of the new man.

Religion and its servants were made the target
of the biting criticism of the people. At people’s meet-
ings the evils they had done to the couniry were re-
vealed. The public was indignant also at the im-
morality of some clergymen which emerged at these
meetings.

Typical of this movement was its great extension.
Not only the young but the old, too, in whom religion
had deeper roots, took part in this movement. At their
meetings the old pledged to fight unhesitatingly against
what remained of religion, the backward customs
linked with it and other reacticnary leftovers from the
past and set the example in this struggle. The active
participation of the older generation in the struggle
against religion made possible the achievement of
considerable results in a very short time.

Religious institutions were closed down one afler
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the other and most of them were turned into cultural
institutions. Most clergymen became working people.
However, this was only the first step, relatively less
difficult. The fundamental task was the uprooting of
the religious world outlook and backward customs ex-
pressed in tenacious, though unwritten, principles
which linger on although their economic and social
basis does no longer exist. This was a long, complex
and protracted struggle. Old customs, ways and norms
of living had to be overthrown and at the same time
substituted with new customs, ways and norms. For
this purpose the entire Party and all social organiza-
tions were mobilized to carry out clarifying work so
as to convince people that this was the only sure me-
thod to wipe off the «stains» of the old society. As
a result of this work religious ceremonies and celebra-
tions related to birth, marriage, and death began to die
away and were replaced by new popular ceremonies,
people no longer gave their children names of saints.
They gave them new names or names in the popular
tradition.

The movement against religion and backward cus-
toms was among the more important directions of the
ideological and cultural revolution. It strengthened the
national unity further. World history has never known
a movement of such character, proportions and con-
crete results. Thanks to this movement the PRA became
the first country in the world without religious insti-
tutions and clergy.

The movement for the complete emancipation of
women occupied a very impertant place among the
revolutionary movements and initiatives. Like the
struggle against religion and the clergy, the movement
for the complete emancipation of the Albanian woman
has its history which goes back to scores of years.
The patriotic and democratic forces of the country
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raised their voice of protest against the wretched si-
tuation of the women, against slavery and ignorance
which -continued to weigh heavy on them even after
the proclamation of national independence. Based on
the Mediaeval canons, all the retrogressive forces: the
landlords, the reactionary bourgeoisie, the bayraktars.
religion, the clergy considered women inferior beings,
mere objects of exploitation or ornament, capable only
of reproducing life, property which could be bought
and sold at will, a subject devoid of all rights and
dignity. The situation of the Albanian women began
to change only after the founding of the Party when
it called on them to take an active part in the National
Liberation War, showing them that this was the only
road to their national and social liberation. Their
active participation in this war was a turning-point in
the fate of the Albanian women. After Liberation and
the establishment of the people’s state power, for the
first time in her history the Albanian woman won equal
rights with man by law and became a major active
force in the construction of socialism. Some fundamen-
tal conditions for the complete emancipation of women
were created with the construction of the economic
base of socialism.

In the course of more than two decades women
achieved very important successes in all fields. As a
result of their broad participation in the socio-political
iife of the country, in the Party, in the mass organiza-
tions, in the clected organs of the state, etc., the role
of women had risen to a level never seen before. In
1967 there were 40 women deputies to the People’s
Assembly, over ten thousand were elected to people’s
councils and more than 1100 to people’s courts, more
than 30 thousand women and girls were members
of leading forums of mass organizations, more than
8200 were members of the PLA, 300 thousand were
members of the WUA and about 82000 young women
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were members of the LUYA. However it was only
their broad participation in production which ensured
women their economic independence, the indispensable
condition for complete equality with men. In 1967 the
number of women workers was 248000 and they made
up 42 per cent of the total number of working people
of the town and countryside. In some branches women
were in the majority: in the textile industry 72 per
cent, in food processing industry 52 per cent, In tbr‘
health service 69 per cent, ete. The school opened its
doors to the mass of women and helped them raise
their educational-cultural level. In 1967 more than
0500 women and girls with secondary technical Qdu.;a—
tion and more than 1300 others with higher education
worked in various branches of the economy and cul-
ture. The great transformations in society, the ccono-
my. the ideology and psychology of the working mas-
sos of the town and the countryside changed the ald
relations between man and wife in the family through
the introduction of many new, socialist elements which
strenothened and developed the Albanian family.

However. these successes of historic significance
could not bring about the complete emancipation of
wonten. Patriarchal and bourgecis concepts still linger-
ed among some conservative strata in the town and,
especially. in the countryside. The 5th Congress of the
Party and Comrade Enver Hoxha's speech of February
6. 1967. called for struggle for the emancipation of
women, «The entire Party and country should wake
up, throw backward customs into the flames and twist
the neck of anyone who tramples underfoot the sacred
law of the Party in defence of the rights of women
and girls.»*

éfl‘hls call roused all the people to their feet. The
movement for the emancipation of women marked a

=

* Enver Hoxha, Reports and Speeches 1967-1968, p. G,
Eng. ed.
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new qualitative step forward, which was expressed
in its unprecedented proportions and the variety of its
forms and, especially, in its ideological content. In
the course of this movement conservative concepts
were resolutely discarded and revolutionary concepts
on women and their place in society triumphed.

Besides the progressive strata of society, even
people of the older generation who. despite their 'indispu—
table political loyalty to the socialist order, had former-
Iy maintained an indifferent, passive, indeed conserva-
tive stand towards women, took part in this movement.

The movement for the complete emancipation of
women raised a series of important problems such
as their broader participation in socio-political life and
work, their promotion to posts of responsibility, their
educational and cultural development, their cémpleto
liheration from domestic slavery as well as the further
consolidation of the family on sound sncialist bases.

In order to enable women to take a more active
part in political and social life. the conservative stands
of some backward husbands who, especially in the
countryside, prevented women from going to meetings
and conferences, or participating in sports, artistic,
cultural and other activities were sternly criticized. At
popular conventions, women, young and old, raised
their powerful voice against their black past and regres-
§ive elements and demanded the implementation of the
instructiong of the Party to the letter. The letters of the
women and girls of the Highlands to Enver Hoxha in
which they told him that, while working for the con-
struction of the Rrogozhina-Fier railway. they haddis-
carded their heavy clothes and dressed like the other
volunteers and they trimmed their hair, which was
formerly considered a disgrace to women, and promised
that when they returned to their villages they would
fight for the socialist way of life, had a wide response in
the public opinion.
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A broader participation of women in production
was ensured through condemning and fighting mistrust
in their capacities, limitaticn of their engagement to
the immediate needs of the family budget, the ten-
dency of considering only «cosy» and «clean» jobs suit-
able for women or, on the other hand, employing wo-
men in any kind of job regardless of their obligations
as mothers and other such concepls.

This movement was expressed with special Torce
in the struggle against the treatment of women as
domestic slaves. At people’s meetings barbarous cus-
toms which still lingered in some regions as for exam-
ple infant betrothals, great difference of age in mar-
riage, buying and selling of girls, the obligation of
dowry, ceremonies offensive to the bride in her hus-
band’s home, charging only women with house chores
and the obligation of women to carry firewood (in the
countryside), ete., were condemned.

Having initiated this movement, the Party guided
it with the greatest care. Very soon it yielded greatf re-
sults.

In the course of a few months thousands of girls
and women from the city and the countryside were
admitted to the Party, elected to the people’s coun-
cils, volunteered for mass actions, were elected to
leading posts in agricultural cooperatives, various sec-
tors of the economy, education and the health service
and enrolled in various ideo-political and professional
courses. This movement encouraged the participation
in production of those women and girls who until then
had stayed outside it. From June to October 1967 the
number of girls and women who took up jobs was
47 000. Only in 17 districts 2308 infant betrothals were
broken. Those parents who had trampled underfoot
the rights of their daughters had to render account to
the people. Hundreds of women and girls [rom the
districts of Fier, Lushnja, Berat, Korca, Pérmet, Gjiro-
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kastra, Tirana and Durrés volunteered for many
months of work to help the women in the remote
mountain areas. The activists of the women organiza-
tion of Tirana invited peasant women for a stay of 1-6
months in their homes in the capital where they would
learn a trade and be taught how to lead a cultured
life. i

In order to give women more free time for their
professional, cultural and education uplift, rest and re-
creation, in the existing conditions two roads were
followed: household work and child care were consi-
dered common concern of both husband and wife. and
this brought ahout important changes in the division
of work in the family while. on the other hand, the
state and cooperativist organs took measures to extend
the network of social services. to increase the number
of créches and kindergartens, canteens, ete., to increase
the local manufacturing or, in certain cases, the imoort
ol household appliances, ete.

The movement for the complete emancipation of
the woman was made the obiect of special study at the
June 1967 Plenum of the CC of the PLA. The Plenum
laid down important tasks for the further develon-
ment of this movement.

5. Development of the Cultural and
Technical-scientific Revolution

The development of the ideological and cultural
revolution could not fail to affect one of the more
important links of educational activity — the school.
Brilliant results had been achieved in the field of
cducation. It was based on the Marxist-Leninist ideol-
ogy and had become property of the broad masses of
the people. Half a million people, or 1/4th of the
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entire population attended schocl. The number of
ceachers had reached 17 thousand. The number of cad-
res with secondary education was about 24,000 and

«of cadres with higher education 12,500, However, the

school was unable to cope with all the tasks facing
it for the complete construction of the socialist soc-
iely. The existing education system, especially the
secondary and higher school, was insufficient for the
mass education of the working class and the coope-
rativist peasaniry and not properly linked with pro-
duction; the school did not take a sufficiently active
part in the training of the youth to defend the Home-
land; there were shortcomings in the methods of teach-
ing and education, too. Therefore, the 5th Congress
of the Party called for the further revolutionization
of the school and for a new qualilative step forward in
the field of education.

In the spirit of this directive a series of initia-
tives emerged among pupils, students and teachers
and were channelled into a general movement for the
revolutionization of the school and the students and
leachers themselves.

School programs and textbooks were revised, out-
dated views which still lingered in some of them
were done away with, teaching was updated and
linked more closely with production. Workshops and
production departments were set up at many town
schools which strengthened their links with industrial
and construction enterprises, while in the countryside
schools established closer links between teaching and
agricultural and livestock production. Schools for
grown-ups were set up and prolessional courses were
organized on a self-reliance basis in a number of in-
dustrial and construction enterprises and agricultur-
al cooperatives and farms.

On the basis of the summing up and critical
analysis of the great experience accumulaled by our
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new school in the March 7, 1968 programmatic speech
in the Polilical] Bureau of the CC of the PLA and
in later speeches Comrade Enver Hoxha laid down
the basic orientations for the further revolutionization of
the school.

For a new qualitative leap in the further devel-
opment of the school and pedagogical science it is
necessary, in the first place, to ensure that some out-
dated conservative and reactionary concepts are discar-
ded and new Marxist-Leninist concepts are establish-
ed. Our school should be seen as a coinponent part
of life, which itself is a great school, therefore the
idea that one can learn only or mainly at school
should be combatted and replaced with the idea that
onc can learn also in life and at work, indeed more
than at school. On the other hand, the idea that «the
school is the place where one learns» should be con-
sidered outdated and replaced with the Marxist idea
that «the school is the place where one learns and
workss, .

The new school should respond to the demands
of the development of production, of the socialist
structure and supersiructure. The many demands of
this development called for the setting up of a whole
range of schools and courses, with the 8-year school
being retained in its general form. On the other hand
the polytechnization of the school, the closer linking
of teaching with work, should be advanced further.
This was a problem not only of an ideological but
also of a socio-economic and technical-scientific cha-
racter, and an important means for narrowing down
differences between mental and physical work.

The further revolutionization of the school de-
manded a radical revision of the curricula and text-
books in important fields which had to do with the
line of the Party for the present and the future. This
should be done gradually, hand in hand with the
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perfection of the methods of teaching and education
and the style of work, combatting verbalism and
academicism, bureaucratic tutelage and officialdom in
the relations between students and teachers and esta-
blishing relations of cooperation in the solution of
school problems.

Comrade Enver Hoxha's theses and orientations
were discussed with the broad masses of the people.
This discussion went on for more than a year. A
characteristic of this discussion was its broad range
of problems and the unprecendented participation of
the masses.

The conclusions of this discussion were analysed
and endorsed by the 8th Plenum of the CC of the
Party in June 1969. On their basis the Government
promulgated its new school reform. According to this
reform. in all the work for the revolutionization of
the school absolute priority was given to the all-round
Marxist-Leninist political and ideological education of
the youth and the working people attending ;choo].

The triangle learning-productive work-physu_:a]_ and
military training was placed at the foundation QF
the teaching and education work of the school. This
was one of the main roads to link the school close]y
with social and political life and give it a polytechn:-
cal character.

The new system envisaged the setting up of a
broad network of part-time schools.

The reform envisaged also the revolutionization
of the methods of teaching and education for ‘Fhe all-
round progress and high proficiency of pupils and
students. On the other hand. socialist democracy at
school was to be strengthened and deepened in order
to enhance the spirit of initiative of pupils and stu-
dents in the organization and management of life at
school.

The new school reform was to open up new paths
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and create a new experience in carrying -forward the
revolution in Albania.

After the 5th Congress of the Party, in the spirit
of its decisions the cultural and artistic life of the
country thrived as never before. True, the literary-
artistic creativeness of the masses which assumed
great development was not at a very high artistic
level. Still, it militated actively for the cause of the
Party, and vividly reflected the life of the people
and the current political problems, :

In October 1968 the. 1st National Folklore Fes-
lival was organized in Gjirokastra with the partici-
pation of 1500 singers, dancers, rhapsodists and ins-
trumentalists from all over the country. During 1969
national festivals of amateur artistic ensembles, va-
riety shows, etc., were organized in various towns of
the country. )

In August 1969 the people cf the capital attended
the final events of the 2nd National Spartakiad. More
than 25,000 young sportsmen had participated in its
various stages. E

Important factors of the formation of the new
man, literature and the arts advanced at the rates of
development of the country. They were faced with
increased demands. So their problems were made the
object of special study by the CC of the PLA. The
new fasks devolving on literature and the arts in the
context of the cultural revolution. which demanded
that they should make a more powerful and militant
(_:onti‘ibution to the communist education of the work-
Ing people, were laid down first at the Plenum of
the CC of the PLA in October 1965, then at the 5th
Congress of the Party and on other occasions.

The 5th Congress of the Party instructed the
writers and the artists to link themselves more clo-
sely with the people and regard this as the decisive
factor in their creativeness. As a result, the concept

266

of creative work itself changed, too. Scores of writers
and artists went to the base to live and work with
workers and cooperativists so as to get a closer acqua-
intance of the life and work of the common people.
Social problems, the complex nature of relations be-
tween people began to be treated from a broader
angle and in a more profound way, and ideo-artistic
elements were combined better,

Large compositions in painting and sculpture re-
flected the work of the working class and the work-
ing peasantry in socialism, their revolutionary actions,
the epic of the National Liberation War, outstanding
events of the past and the determination and patrio-
tism of the new man. Optimism and an epic spirit
permeates such sculptures as the monuments to Skan-
derbeg in Tirana (Odhise Paskali, Andrea Mano, Ja-
naq Pacgo), to Independence in Vlora (Kristag Rama,
Muntaz Dhrami, Shaban Hadéri), to the four Heroines
at Rréshen (Andrea Mano, Fuat Dushku, Dhimo Go-
gollari, Perikli Culi), the paintings «Vojo Kushi Hur-
ling Himself on the Enemy Tank» (Sali Shijaku). «In the
Worksite of the Light» (Danish Jukniu), «December
1967 (Vilson Kilica), ete.

Music took on more definite national characte-
ristics in its content and means of expression which
distinguished it from the music of other countries.

The production of literary and artistic works
increased. Periodically organized exhibitions of fine
arts and decades of music played an important rele
in the aesthetic formation of the working people.

The vigorous development of literature and the
arts raised with new urgency the problem of the new
and the old, of tradition and innovation. Innovation
and tradition were regarded as problems bearing ma-
inly on- the content. Innovation in life determined
also innovalion in art. In December 1968, Comrade
Enver Hoxha clearly defined the position of the PLA
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regarding this problem: «Innovation in art should not
be taken to mean negation of tradition. Innovation
and tradition are not opposed to and do not exclude
each other.»* The Party instructed that from the li-
terature and arts of the past we must preserve and
cultivate everything which is good, close to the dieals
and aspirations of the working people and serves
them. In the heritage of literature and the arts we
must distinguish the positive, progressive aspects from
the negative ones. Comrade Enver Hoxha says, «we
are opposed both to the simplistic undialectic negation
of tradition as well as to deifying and kneeling obei-
sance to it.»**

These teachings of the Party helped the writers
and artists to fight successfully against some alien
modernist manifestations which had begun to crop up
in literature and art.

The experience gained and the ever growing
demands of life brought about a considerable advance
in literature, especially in prose. Only in 1970, 40 no-
vels by various Albanian authors were published. The
more outstanding of them were «The bronze bust» by
Dritéro Agolli (1970), «The castle» by Ismail Kadare
(1970), «Again on his feet»- by Dhimitér Xhuvani
(1970). Among the best creations of other genres were
the poems «Eagles fly high« (1966) by 1. Kadare and
«Fathers» (1967) by D. Agolli and the collections of
poetry by the same authors, the collections of short
stories «The white road- (1967) by Teodor Laco, «The
brigde« (1968) by Anastas Kondo, «The rope of fire»
(1970) by Naum Prifti.

A component and indivisible part of the socialist
revolution is also the technical-scientific revolution

* Enver Hoxha, Reports and Speeches 1967-1968, p. 285,
Eng, ed.
#% Ihidem,

which has its own sphere of operation and is subject
both to the general laws ol the revolution and socia-
list construction and the special laws of the develop-
ment of science, technology and production. The
speedy development of the productive forces as an
indispensable condition for the complete construction
of socialist society makes necessary the carrying out
of the technical-scientific revolution.

The 3rd Plenum of the CC of the Party, convened
in October 1967, summed up the revolutionary initia-
tives of the working people in this field, laid down
the guidelines and showed clear perspectives [or the
further development of the technical-scientific revo-
lution.

The Party made it clear thaf, according to the
Marxist-Leninist concept, just as any other genuine
revolulion the technical-scientific revolution, too, will
be carried out by the broad masses of the people and
not by some «learned people» or «specialists» versed
in theory and science. The development of the tech-
nical-scientific revolution was aimed not at any kind
of development of the productive forces but at such
a development as required by the socialist relations
of production, by the policy and ideology of the Party,
that is, a development which excluded any manifesta-
tion of technocracy, any assessment of it from the
angle of economic profitability alone, without taking
into account its social consequences. The technical-
scientific revelution is subject to the fundamental ob-
jective of socialist production, that is, the ever grea-
ter and better fulfilment of the material and cultural
needs of the working people gradually freeing them
from heavy physical work, which continued to acco-
unt for a great proportion of it in industry and. more
so, in agriculture and the narrowing down of the es-
sential differences between physical and mental work,
industry and agriculture, town and countryside.
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The technical-scientific revolution should involve
all the branches of the people’s economy, all the en-
terprises and economic organizations of the town and
countryside, further developing the movement for
innovations, rationalizations and savings further and
increasing the concentration, specialization and coope-
ration of production. The Plenum laid down the task
of passing from the stage of artisan work onto advanc-
ed technology through building up the trust in creat-
ive abilities of the masses and their capability of
mastering modern technology and applying it in prac-
tice.

The development of the technical-scientific revo-
lution in industry resulted in the increased produc-
tion of machinery, equipment, spare parts and mass
consumer goods as well as the construction of new
'production lines, shops. factories and in some cases,
whole plants and mines on the basis of self-reliance.
In the countryside, the summing up of advanced ex-
perience led to the intensification of agriculture, the
extension of experimental work, the mechanization
of work processes, higher yields of agricultural crops
and livestock products.

Particular importance was devoted to the regular
training of workers and peasants so as to enable them
to acquire the necessary technical and scientific know-
ledge for the revolutionization of production. In 1969,
more than 40,000 workers attended schools of various
profiles at their own enterprises. The textile combine
in Berat was outstanding in this direction. Besides its
low vocational and technical schools it ran a filial of
the University and met most of its expenses.

The institutes of designing and scientific research,
especially those set up at the various branches of
industry, gave a valuable contribution to the deve-
lopment of production on scientific bases, and a closer
linking of theory with practice.
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The subjects of study in the field of social scien-
ces were brought up to date in order to directly assist
the solution of major ideological, economic, cultural
and social problems which faced the country in the
new stage of its revolutionary development. Scienti-
fic sessions on history, language, literature, folklore,
pedagogy, etc., organized in Tirana and in other dis—
tricts of the country gave fresh vigour to creative
thinking., The National Conference on the 5th cente-

nary of the death of our National Hero, Gjerg] Kas-
trioti Skanderbeg, organized in Tirana in 1968, was
the more important among them.

By releasing the inexhaustible creative energies of’
the working masses the technical-scientific revolution
opened a broad scope of action for the development
of the productive forces, the speedy development of
technology and science.

6. Fulfilment of the Tasks of the 4th
Five-year Plan

The 4th Five-year Plan was fulfilled in 4 years
and 7 months in industrial production and invest-
ments whereas it was fulfilled as early as 1968, that
is, two years ahead of schedule in industrial produc-.
tion for 1970. The average annual rate of growth of
social production was 11 per cent as against 8 per
cent envisaged in the 4th Five-year Plan. Two hun-dr'e_d
new projects were commissioned in industry, agri-
culture, transport and other branches of the economy
and culture

The socialist industrialization of the couniry con-
tinued both in extension and depth during the 4th
Iive-year Plan. Industrial production in 1970 increas-
ed 83 per cent, as against 1965, at an average annual
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rate of 12.9 per cent. Sixty-five per cent of the growth
of industrial production was ensured through the
utilization of the existing production capacities and 35
per cent through the commissioning of mew projects.

As in the former five-year plans special attention
was devoted to the development of the branches of the
industry producing means of production, and the che-
mical, mechanical engineering and construction ma-
terials industries. New oil and gas deposits were disco-
vered, and 22 new coal, chromium, copper, iron-nickel
and other mines were built.

Among the more important projects commissioned
during the 4th Five-year Plan were the hydro-power
station of Vau i Dejés (with a capacity of 250,000 kW),
the thermo-power station of Fier (with a capacity of
100,000 kW), the copper processing and refining plant
of Rubik, the copper wire plant of Shkodra and the
steel rolling plant of Elbasan, which meant the he-
ginning of the full cycle ferrous metallurgy, the oil-
processing plant of Fier, the factory of spare parts for
tractors and the textile industry of Tirana, the nitrate
fertilizer plant of Fier and the granulated superphos-
phate plant of Lag, the soda ash and caustic soda plant
and the electric bulbs factory of Vlora, the «Dajti»
mechanical engineering plant and the electronic fac-
tory of Tirana, the cement factories of Fushé Krujé
and Elbasan, the asbestos slabs and pipes factory of
Vlora, the silicate brick kiln of Tirana, the plain roo-
fing tiles and bricks kiln of Vlora, the fibre slabs fac-
tory of Shkodra, the glass factory of Kavaja, the plas-
tics factory of Durrés, the Rrogozhina-Fier railway,
the Malésia e Madhe road, etc. While consistently
implementing the policy of the priority development
of the production of the means of production, the
production of mass consumer goods also developed at
high rates during the 4th Five-year Plan. The pro-
duction of the light industry increased 73 per cent
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and that of the food-processing industry 32 per cent.

Many new factories, production lines and Workshol]_:;s
were built all over the country on the b_as1s Qf seh_—
reliance. Among the more important projects in t 1(.19
field were the textile combine ‘of Berat, the mea;ar afl
milk processing combine of Tlrana,_the paper”c‘lc_ o-
ries of Kavaja and Lushnja, flour mills, oil processing
ries, ete.
TBC’EO(lJl;ﬁ, oeg the outstanding ach‘ievle‘m(:nts (I)f the.h‘ﬁlh
Five-year Plan was the cler:t‘riflcauon of the wﬂ;a e
cnu'nfrv, a fundamental premise for 'the const.n;;_ 10;51
of socialism, and the rapid economic an_d u; ‘1111 .
development of the Homeland. _The pi"()dLlCilO;lq gﬂ e ]:(;E_
tric encrgy in 1967 was 129 times that of = fn e
ring this period special attention was devote i
clectrification of the countryside. The number -
electrified villages until then was 730, or 2_8 pe;” Ci}l;lo-
of all the villages of the Republic. Acc:ord}mgf_c!ﬁoﬁ
perspective plan endorsed in 1960, the ekctrll lfd.d “
of all the villages was envisaged to b.e compde’ci b
1985. However, thanks to the I‘GVDILI'E-IOIELEH:‘EI .r?n‘e e
the working masses and the numerous 1n111£}t1\e.<} tf]e
ken by them, especially after the 5th Congre.ss{__o .0:[
Par'ty.« to speed up the rates of the (ronstru}v; .1'or1iin
socialism the conditionsf w?;e creaff.g for bringing
stion of electrification nearer. _
- Lg;npllzt %Tlr(:ember, 1967 the él_th Plenum of ';}}3{,
CC of the Party took the historic decision on ,tial.
clectrification of all the villages of thn. countl'"y lﬂm
November 8, 1971, the ST‘?; OI} tkLm‘ 301%1 \a;l;}:e;];;aa
' the founding of the PLA, that 1s, 1% Y€ : >
{(ig 1:s-:ﬁ’m:dule envisaged in the perspective ti]?n.mgcr_l
this occasion the CC of the Party (.:‘:'lll(?d 01’11‘ ‘e.t xjar o
ers, the peasants and the people’s intel 1g€-fl1-?ldmn#
well as the organs of the Party and '1.h_e s‘éatf._ i;n)n C
bilize all their forces to ca'r*r.\::‘:_)u‘t this 91(11:; spie
The work for the electrification of the
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country proceeded at higher rates than those envi-
saged by the 4th Plenum of the CC of the Party. It
was successfully completed on October 25, 1970, one year
ahead of schedule. This was, Comrade Enver Hoxha
said at the 6th Congress of the Party, « .. a brilliant
and truly historic achievement of our socialist order,
which brings into evidence the concern of the Party
and the state to bring about the all-round uplift and
emancipation of our cooperativist countryside.»*

And in fact the countryside advanced at higher
rales during these years. In the 4th Five-year Plan
agricultural production increased at an annual ave-
rage rate of 5.8 per cent. Many hilly and mountai-
nous districts which formerly were not self-sufficient
in bread grain, not only became self-sufficient but
also were able to hand surpluses over to the state.
Average yields for bread grain in 1970 were 17.3
quintals per ha. Such yields were unprecedented in
the past even in the best weather conditions. Higher
yields accounted for 94 per cent of the increase in
bread grain production. One hundred two thousand ha
of new land were broken in. The volume of mechan-
ized work increased 80 per cent and the use of chem-
ical fertilizers 6 times as against 1965. The process of
unification of the cooperatives createdthe conditions
for a rapid increase of agricultural production, a more
rational utilization of the land, the work force and
the material and financial sources.

These major achievements in the field of the
economy were accompanied with important achieve-
ments in the field of education and culture, too. Com-
pulsory 8-year education was extended both in the
town and in the countryside. Secondary education was
extended in all the districts, especially in the high-

* Enver Hoxha, Selected Works, vol, 4, «8 Néntori» Pu-
blishing House, Tirana 1982, pp. 713-714, Eng. ed.
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lands. Higher education, too, dcveloped‘['1.er.he1' ar‘_ld
filials of the University were opened in the main
towns and in some big industrial centres. In the school
yvear 1970-1971 the number of students an_d pupils
of all categories of schools reached to 661,000 or
120,000 above the plan. In 1970 the number of workers
and cooperativists enrolled in schools was_about 114?000
or more than 3 times that of 1965. In the 4th Five-
-year Plan the number of new cadres of higher train-
ing was 6700 while that of new cadres of medium
training was in excess of 22,000. The ove_l‘all numbgr
of cadres of higher training in 1970 was J.n_e?ccess.of
15,000 while that of cadres of medium training was
E: 5,000.

rlboultmlg)ortant events in the ideologigal gnd_ t‘:ultulral
life of our country were the publication in Albal}lan
of K. Marx’s work of genius, «Capital-, vthe publica-
tion of Enver Hoxha’s first volumes of Works as m{ell
as the «History of the Party of Labour of Albamc >
which was a powerful means for the revolutionary
education of the working people. 1 j

The great achievements in the field of tk}e econo-

my and culture brought about a considerable improve-
ment in the well-being of the people. In 1970 the
national income had increased by 55 per cent as aga-
inst 1965, the national income per capita increased 17
per cent. A broad network of socjx_:—cu_ltural sgrwg‘.esl
was set up in almost every cr_mperz?t.ave. ]%egmmng
from May of 1967 prices for some industrial goods
and food products were redu_t:od by 10-70 per ceTn,
with a profit of about 50 million leks for the popu]d-.
tion. A series of measures were tak_en on the eve of
the 25th anniversary of the Liberation of the Home-
land and the triumph of the people’s rev_olutlor} for
the further improvement of the well-being of the
neople: prices for some go_ogls and‘sor\rlc.es wer*if_r‘}fec-]
duced again, the system of taxation was abolished
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altogether. With the new legislation on social insu-
rance which came into force in 1967 smaller pensions
were raised while larger ones were reduced.

Particular attention was devoted to the expansion
of the activity of the health institutions, especially
in the countryside, bringing the health service nearer
to the people and giving medicine an ever more pro-
phylactic character.

The number of hospitals increased 2.3 times while
the number of doctors went up from one for 1865
iln_};abitants in 1965 to one for 1180 inhabitants in
1970,

The state invested large funds in housing projects.
However a very important factor which opened up
new prospects for a radical improvement in meeting
the housing needs of the working people was the out-
burst of the initiative of the masses to build houses
with the voluntary contribution of the workers them-
selves. The number of apartments built in town and
countryside in the course of these b years was about
73,000.

The Five-year Plan 1966-1970 went down in his-
tory as the «period of the great people’s initiatives
and mass heroism, when the joint forces of the
people, under the leadership of our Party, shook the
plains and mountains. This is the period when old
and young rose to their feet, when voluntary en-
thusiasm and drive swept the factories and wvillages,
the schools and mines.»*

*+ Enver Hoxha, Selected Works, vol, 4, «8 Néntori» Pu-
blishing House, Tirana 1982, p. 713, Eng. ed.
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CHAPTER TEN

THE FOREIGN POLICY OF THE PRA IN THE YEARS
1961-1970

1. The International Situation in the Sixties

The period 1961-1970 was characterized by grave
situations fraught with major threats to peace and
international security. The policy of non-resistance to
imperialism and collaboration with it in all fields,
which was followed by the revisionist parties both in
the countries of Eastern Europe, where they were in
power, and in other countries, had encouraged the
war-mongering and aggressive activities of the impe-
rialist powers. The disintegration of the socialist camp
was accompanied with the enlivenment of the pro-
imperialist forces everywhere in the world.

Exploiting these circumstances, world imperial-
ism unleashed a wave of reaction in all fields in or-
der to eliminate socialism and drown the revolution
in blood, to maintain and consolidate its positions.

The United States and its allies prepared for
war, rapidly militarized their economies, increased
their military budgets and engaged in a headlong
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armaments race, perfected and increased their nu-
clear weapons. Along with this, they continued on a
large scale their policy of open military aggression,
their policy of neo-colonial penetration and economic
subjugation of the different peoples of the world in
order to undermine their freedom and national inde-
pendence. All this was accompanied with savage dis-
ruptive ideological activites so as to create pacilist
illusions and divert the peoples [rom the revolution-
ary road.

In 1967 the US military machine gobbled up
about 70 billion doilars, or 9 billion dollars more than
in 1961. Only for the war in Vietnam the Pentagon
spent about 30 billion dollars yearly. It assigned huge
Iunds for the maintenance of NATO, too. At the time
of the Nixon administration, in the end of the sixties,
the effective of the US armed lorces reached 3,500,000,
half of which served in the US bases in foreign count-
ries all over the world. American imperialism stirred up
conflicts in many countries of Asia, Latin America, etc,
It organized plots and coups and brought the most
reactionary cliques of these countries to power, acti-
vely supported the racist regimes in South Africa and
Rhodesia, carried out armed aggressions in Indochina,
the Congo, Cuba, the Dominican Republic and other
countries.

A militarist course was followed also by the allies
of the United States, Great Britain, France, the Fe-
deral Republic of Germany, etc., which increased their
military budgets to the maximum.

The increase of the aggressiveness of world impe-
rialism stemmed not only from its aggressive and
expansionist nature, but was also linked with the
betrayal of the Khrushchevite revisionists who gave
the anti-communist and counter-revolutionary forces
all over the world great possibilities and hopes. The
slogans of the Khrushchevite revisionists about «pea-
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ceful - coexistence», «peaceful economic competilions
between the two systems, capitalist and socialist, «e-
aceful transition», «the parliamentary road» to social-
ism, «general and complete d'is;annameny», «a world
without weapons, without armies and wnhout_ Warss,
were enthusiastically adopted by the impel‘ial'}sts _and
international reaction for their own demagogic aims.
The Soviet Union not only did not oppose their ag-
gressive activities. but on the contrary, siupporte_d tl,l.lem
and participated in them. It betrayed the revolution-
ary and liberation movements of the pcoples of Af-
rica, Asia and Latin America. Renouncing any ku_ud
of  effective struggle against imperialism, the Soviet
Union assumed the role of the fire-exlinguisher ol any
popular and liberation war. It er_lga'geld in _aljl-l‘ound
«friendly» collaboration with American 1mpe.rlal'ism. At
the foundation of this collaboration lay their com-
mon interests in the division of zones of influence
and world domination. It posed a serious threat to the
freedom and independence of all the peoples, peace
and international security. However, although there
was collaboration between the Soviet Union and {_.h(r
United States, they still had deep contradictions whlc_h
did not allow them to act in harmony and unity. Besi-
des, their efforts to achieve world hegemony and the
operation of the law of the unequal development of
the capitalist’ countries: caused irrec‘oncilab_le contra-
dictions, also, between them and the other 1mp%*.r1_ahst
and revisionist states. They found it very difficult
to keep discipline among their own‘sau_‘llit_es._

The imperialist circles of the m-_dusL-ﬁallzed ca-
pitalist states, while 'ma'intaimr_ig.Lhen_' gollaboratlon
with American imperialism against socialism and the
revolutionary movements, at the same time set out
on the road of independent capitalist development,
outside American grip and control. 18

Deep-going internal and external contradictions
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eroded the revisionist bloe. All the revisionist count-
ries underwent an all-round crisis and set out openly
on the road of capitalism. The revisionist states of
Bastern Europe {ried to escape from the Soviet grip
disguised in the form of <«aid» and «eredits», «the
international division of labour» and «the Council of
Mutual Economic Aid». In order to cope with the ma-
jor internal economic and political difficulties and to
defy the hegemony-seeking policy of the Soviet Union,
some of the revisionist cliques of these countries
sought to establish direct contacts with American,
West-German, French and other capital.

In the meantime the Soviet Union exercised pres-
sure on them to keep them permanently linked to its
chariot. At the foundation of its policy of relations
with the «allies of the socialist community- lay black-
mail and the threat of the use of force, the main
weapon of which was the aggressive Warsaw Treaty.

The economic crisis of the sixties, which struck
the industry, agriculture and the financial and monet-
ary system of the capitalist world, was an expression
of the exacerbation of class contradictions. The fi-
nancial and monetary crisis was the more typical
manifestation of it. Its consequences were a heavy
burden on the backs of the masses of the working
people. Inflation, taxes, prices for goods of everyday
use increased at rapid rates; the cost of living went
up. In these conditions the struggle of the broad
masses of the people against the savage capitalist op-
pression and exploitation was stepped up further.

Drawing lessons from their temporary defeats,
the revolutionary forces set out on the road of thz
reorganization, regrouping and preparation of their
forces to ecarry the cause of the revolution and socia-
lism always forward, to wage the struggle against
imperialism and revisionism on a higher level. A
great number of revolutionary communists separated
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themselves from the modern revisionists and the old
communist and workers’ parties which had betrayed
Marxism-Leninism. New Marxist-Leninist parties and
organizations were set up in many countries of the
world.

The anti-imperialist liberation siruggle of the_ op-
pressed peoples assumed ever broader dimensions.
Africa, Asia and Latin America were the cenfres of
great revolutionary storms. On these continents impe-
rialism was being dealt ceaseless heavy blows. A
number of African countries gained their national
independence and set out on the road of inc_lepcndent
development. The resolute struggle of the Vietnamese
people was the main front of the armed struggle aga-
inst American imperialism.

The ceaseless strengthening of the world anti-
imperialist front and the preservation ol its popular
character represented an historical imperative of great
international importance for all the Marxist-Leninists
and revolutionaries, wherever they happened to mili-
tate.

9. The Deterioration of the Relations of the
PRA with the Revisionist Countries of Europe

The anti-Albanian activity of the revisionists,
with Khrushchev always the protagonist, was assum-
ing ever broader proportions. It became especially
pronounced and threatening alter the 4th Congress
of the PLA (1961). In order to bring socialist Albania
to submission, the governments of the revisionist
countries of Europe set in motion the Warsaw Treaty
and the Comecon through which they exercised all-
round pressure on it both on the military and the
economic plane.
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The question of the naval base of Vlora was one
of the questions of which the Soviet leadership availed
itself to interfere brutally in the internal affairs of
Albania. By violating the formal Albanian-Soviet
agreements signed in September 1957 and May 1959,
the Soviet government did everything in its power to
put under its control this Albanian base which at the
same time served the defence of the socialist countries.

In order to achieve its purpose, the Soviet gov-
ernment availed itself of a meeting of the Political
Consultative Council of the Warsaw Treaty which
was held in Moscow on March 28-29, 1961. At ‘this
meeting which had the examination of the situation
in the armed forces of the Warsaw Treaty member
countrics on the agenda, Khrushchev came out with
attacks and threats against the PRA. On his insistence
and that of Marshal Grechko, the Political Consulta-
tive Couneil took a decision according to which the
Albanian government was requested to hand over the
administration of this base to a single Soviet com-
mand which would depend directly on the General
Commander of the Warsaw Treaty, that is, Grechko
himself. Otherwise, the Political Consultative Council
warned that the members of this Treaty would be
obliged to accept the proposal of the Soviet govern-
ment to withdraw all the warships, as well as all its
militarymen and specialists, from Albania.

This was another offensive and unacceptable pro-
posal for a sovereign country such as the PR of Al-
bania. The Albanian government strongly opposed it.
On April 5, 1961, in a letter addressed to the govern-
ments of the Soviet Union and the East-European
statés it resolutely reaffirmed that it accepted only
one solution of the problem: the base of Vlora be-
longed to Albania and all the naval means that were
its property should be handed over to Albanian
crew as soon as possible. Any other solution was an
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act which would lead to the unilateral violation on
the part of the Soviet Union of the existing [}lbanian—
Soviet agreements of the years 1957 and 1959.

On é-uguﬁt 3-5, 1961 the meeting of the represen-
tatives of the communist and workers’ parties of the
Warsaw Treaty member countries was convened in
Moscow., The Central Committee of the PLA dispat-
ched there a full-powered delegation, headed by Corp—
rade Ramiz Alia, Secretary of the Central Commit-
tee. There the baseless accusations against the PLA
were repeated and things went to such lengths as
to deny the Albanian delegation, under the pretext
that it was not «competents, the right to participate
in the discussion of the problems linked with the
Peace Treaty with Germany. ; _

The delegation of the PLA denounced this hostile
stand. Tt rejeclted the slanderous allegation that the
PLA- was afraid of assuming responsibility over so
delicate a problem as the German question, ele. Like-
wise, the delegation of the PLA protested against this
unprecedented treatment and ' insisted that the text
of ’lts speech should be read at the meeting and inclu-
ded in its protocol. : e

On August 8, 1961, in order to voice ifs opinion
on the German question (it had continually demand-
ed that the Peace Treaty with Germany should be
concluded as soon as possible) and, on the other‘hanr_].
to refute the baseless accusations levelled ag_‘ams:._t it
over this problem, the Central C(_:mmit.{':ee of the PLA
published the full text of this speech in thre“f_r_n'-_m of
an official declaration in the newspaper Zéri t po-
pullit. :

3 The discriminating stand of the Khrmshz:hex-'lt?s
in their relations with the PRA was reflected also in
the work of the Comecon. Ifs m-tfmhm.‘ﬁ consed H\.{jf
economic collaboration as well as their ex‘(':hang(:t of
experience in the field of production, science and
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technique and the co-ordination of their economic
plans with Albania.

With the situation created in this economic orga-
nization which was manipulated by the Soviet Union,
the further participation of the PRA became meaning-
less. That was why the Albanian government did not
take place in the meeting of the Comecon which was
held in September 1961 in Moscow.

Since that time the PRA did not take part in
any other activity of the Comecon, just as it did not
take part in any activity of the Warsaw Treaty. It
conditioned its further participation in these organs
with the securing of conditions for complete equality,
respect of the principles on which they were found-
ed, with the compensation of the damage caused to
and the public recognition of the mistakes and faults
committed against the Albanian state.

After the Moscow meeting of the 81 communist
and workers’ parties, the Soviet leadership stepped up
its anti-Albanian activity in all fields. In the begin-
nirg of January 1961 the Soviet government unilate-
rally demanded that the economic agreements for
the period 1959-1965. which had been approved by
the two sides. should be revised. Despite the repeated
steps made by the Albanian government, the Soviel
leadership not only did not acquiesce to the implem-
entation of the July 1959 agreement on the credits
to be accorded to Albania, but did mot even accept
to sign the agreement on a loan for the mechaniz-
ation of Albanian agriculture or on the goods exchange
on a clearing basis for the years 1961-1965.

On January 14, 1961 the Central Committee of
the PLA pointed out to the Central Committee of
the CPSU that this stand of the Soviet government
was not correct, that the problems it raised had a
distorted character and were intended to exercise
open economic pressure on the Albanian state and
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the PLA on the eve of its 4th Congress, to create
economic difficulties and to hamper the construction
of socialism in Albania.

However, regardless of all this, the Soviet go-
vernment stepped up its anti-Albanian activity and
went towards establishing a savage economic, poli-
tical and military blockade on the PRA. On April 26
it addressed to the Albanian government a letter in
which, among other things, it said that Albania «could
not hope any longer that the Soviet Union would
give it aid on the former basis, an aid to which only
the true friends and brothers were entitled,» that «it
would re-examine the question of its further relations
with the People’s Republic of Albania», that «it would
build these on a new basis» until the Albanian side
would re-examine its stand towards the Soviet Union
and the other countries of the socialist camp.*

In this manner, in the spring-summer 1961, the
Soviet government sabotaged all the agreements exis-
ting between the two countries, cut off all aid and
credits to Albania for the 3rd Five-year Plan (1961-
-1965), ceased all relations in the commercial, techni-
cal-scientific and cultural fields and withdrew all its
specialists working in Albania. In May it annulled
the existing bilateral agreements under which it was
obliged, in the framework of the Warsaw Treaty, to
supply armaments and other means to the Albanian
People’s Army, and stepped up its preparations for
the dismantling of the Vlora base. In these circum-
stances, the situation on this base became extiremely
acute. The Soviet sailors and officers carried out
numerous provocatlions, trying by all manner of means
to create a pretext for the Soviet military interven-
tion in Albania. Instead of military advisers they wan-

+ Principal Documenis of the PLA, vol. 4, Tirana 1970,
pp. 40-58. Alb. ed.
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ted to become the masters of the base. However,

thanks to the: resolveness and vigilance of the Alba-
nian militarymen they were unable to achieve this
aim, although the base was gravely damaged. The
Soviet government went even further by insisting on
withdrawing the warships, all the equipment, techni-
cal means and other materials which belonged to the
navai base of Vlora.

On May 26, 1961 it seized in a demonstrative
manner § submarines, the floating base «Kotelnikovs,
as well as the Albanian warships that were laid for
repair in the port of Sevastopol. On June 5, 1961 the
personnel of Soviet advisers left the base of Vlora,
too. In the meantime all the Albanian officers and
cadets were expelled from the military schools and
academies of the Soviet Union.

Despite all this, the PLA tried to maintain state
relations between the two countries. For the crea-
tion of the necessary conditions for their normaliza-
tion, which called for time and mutual patience, on
February 6, 1961 the CC of the PLA and the Council
of Ministers of the PRA reguested the CC of the
CPSU and the Soviet government not to extend the
ideological differences that existed between the two
parties to state relations, to :the economiec, political
and military field, to take appropriate measures to
put an end to their unjust stands and actions to-
wards the People’s Republic of Albania and the Party
of Labour of Albania.®

However, the Soviet leadership was not for such
a course. In August 1961 it annulled the agreement
on the education of Albanian citizens in-the schools
of: the Soviet Union, while in September withdrew
the bursaries of more than 1,000 Albanian students,

* Principal Documents of the PLA, vol. 4, Tirana 1970,
pp. 60-61, Alb. ed.
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post-graduates and cadets that studied in different
Soviet schools. Likewise, it ceased trade exchanges on
a clearing basis.

This activity reached its culmination point in the
period October-December 1961 when Khrushchev ca-
me out for the first time with the public denunciation
of the differences. From the tribune of the 22nd Con-
gress of the CPSU, which was held in October 1961,
he attacked publicly the PLA, calling on the Alban-
ian communists and people to carry out a counter-
revolution.

In its declaration of October 20, 1961, the Cen-
tral Committee of the PLA pointed out that these
public attacks and slanders of the Khrushchev group
served «only the enemies of communism and the
People’s Republic of Albania, the different imperial-
ists and the Yugoslav revisionists... By publicly at-
tacking the Party of Labour of Albania, N. Khrush-
chev actually started an open attack against the unity
of the world communist and worker movement, against
the unity of the socialist camp.»*

Through the speech held by Enver Hoxha on No-
vember 7, 1961, on the occasion of the 20th anniver-
sary of the founding of the PLA, the Central Com-
mittee of the PLA called once again on the new Cen-
tral Committee of the CPSU elected at the 22nd Con-
gress to reassess objectively and with Leninist sense
of justice the grave situation created in Soviet-Alb-
anian relations by the anti-Marxist activity of the
Khrushchev group, and to take the necessary meas-
ures for the normalization of these relations,**

The Soviet government replied to this request of
the PLA with another hostile act, the cutting off of

# Principal Documents of the PLA, vol. 4, Tirana 1979,
p. 153, Alb. ed.
*#% Enver Hoxha, Works, vol. 22, p. 169, Alb. ed.
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diplomalic relations with Albania, an act unprece-
dented in the history of socialist relations. On No-
vember 25, 1961, it decided to withdraw its ambas-
sador from Albania.! Only a few days afterwards, on
December 3, it withdrew the whole personnel of its
embassy and commercial representation from the PRA,
while at the same time demanding that the personnel
of the Albanian embassy and the Albanian commer-
cial adviser should leave the territory of the Soviet
Union.

Thus, the Khrushchev revisionist group, consis-
tent in its line, cut off all relations with socialist Al-
bania at a time when it maintained contacts with
and was drawing ever closer to the most reactionary
regimes of the world. ‘

The counter-revolutionary process that took place
in the other countries of European people’s dem-
ocracy had repercussions in their foreign policy, too.
They supported and, in general, followed Moscow's
axample, drew closer fo the Western states and open-
ad their doors to them, at a time when, in order to
isolate socialist Albania, they gave up their former
collaboration with it, reducing their relations with it
to the minimum.

The revisionist parties of the countries of East-
ern Europe acted against Albania with great ruthless-
ness, especially after the 22nd Congress of the CPSU.
They adopted resolutions and organized large-scale
propaganda campaigns to denounce the Albanian lead-
ership as the «cause» of the deterioration of rela-
tions, as allegedly being against any discussion about
the differences that had arisen. In the meantime, the
PLA was no longer invited to attend their congresses

1 In fact the Soviet ambassador J. V. Shikin had left Alba-
nia since August 19, 1961, that is, two months before the 22nd
Congress of the CPSU.
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the tribunes of which were largely used for attacks
against it. This was done at the congresses of the
parties of Bulgaria, Hungary, Czechoslovakia and the
German Democratic Republic. From all these con-
gresses emerged the long-prepared plan of the Khrush-
chevites to expel the PLA from the world communist
movement and the PRA from the camp of social-
ism.

At the same time, the ideological diiferences
were extended to slate relations, too.

In the economic, cultural and technical-scientific
fields, the governments of the countries of Eastern
Europe unilaterally annulled a number of agreem-
ents, withdrew their specialists, expelled the Alban-
ian students from their schools, did not accept 1o
sign commercial agreements for the years 1961-1965.
In order to hamper the construction of socialism in
Albania, in 1962 some of these governments cancel-
led the credits they were due to grant it for the
implementation of the 3rd Five-year Plan. As a re-
sult of this hostile stand, some new industrial objects
began to be built only by the end of the third year
of the five-year plan, as longer time was needed to
design them and procure their equipment.

Despite all these anti-Albanian stands, the rela-
tions between the PRA and the East-European states
did not cease completely. They were limited only to
trade exchanges on a clearing basis. In the meantime
the Albanian government began to repay the credits
they had accorded it.

When the military forces of the Soviet Union,
Poland, East Germany, Hungary and Bulgaria car-
ried out their military aggression against Czechos-
lovakia on August 21, 1968, Albania resolutely de-
nounced this act, calling it «<an aggression of the fa-
scist type» which «represented the grealest debase-
ment of the honour and authority of the Soviet Union

19 — 58 A




and the Soviet people on the part of the Khrushche-
vite revisionist Brezhnev-Kosygin cliques! It was a
grave warning for the peoples of Europe and the
whole world about the danger threatening them from
the Soviet social-imperialists. The aggression against
Czechoslovakia, which was carried out by the armies
of the Warsaw Trealy, proved once again what the
PLLA had declared long ago, that is, that the Warsaw
Treaty had completely been transformed from a me-
ans of defence into a means of aggression.

Earlier, with their blockade on Albania and. later,
with their occupation of Czechoslovakia the Khrush-
chevite revisionists definitively trampled underfoot
the basic principles for the implementation of which
the Warsaw Treaty had besn sel up.

In the particular case ol the PR of Albania which
the revisionists had long ago excluded de facto from
the Warsaw Treaty, the existence ol this Trealy play-
ed no pesitive role whatsoever. On the contrary, it
posed a threat to the freedom and independence of
the Albanian people.

For all these reasons on September 13, 1968, at
an extraordinary session the People’s Assembly of the
People’s Republic of Albania decided to denounce this
Treaty and exonerate Albania from any obligation
deriving from it.

The capitalist states and the western powers, in
the first place, saw the withdrawal of PRA from the
Warsaw Treaty and the increased threat of an even-
tual Soviet aggression in the Balkans, and more parti-
cularly, the exacerbation of the relations between the
Soviet Union and Albania in September-October 1968,
as a favourable and promising political ecircumstance,

1 Declaration of the CC of the PLA and the Council of
Ministers of the PRA of August 22, 1968, Principal Documents
of the PLA, vol. 5, p. 412, Alb. ed.
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hoping that eventually Albania, isolated in Europe,
would integrate itself into the imperialist camp. For
this purpose their propaganda gave broad publicity
to news and commentaries of a provocative and war-
mongering character,

The determination of the PRA to march non-stop
on the road of socialism, regardless of the temporary
difficultics the imperialist-revisionist blockade creat-
ed for it, very soon gave the lie to these speculations.

3. The Extension of Diplomatic and Economic
Relations of the PRA with Various Countres
of the World

One of the aims of the foreign policy of Albania
wuas the improvement and extension of the relations
with the neighbouring states. The Albanian govern-
ment was ol the opinion that it was in the interest
of the Albanian people and the neighbouring peo-
ples that there should be mo foreign military bases in
these counftries, that they should not provide facilitlies
for the units of foreign aggressive fleets, that the
bonds with the aggressive NATO pact should be brok-
en, and the way to imperialist influences barred.

Albania was for the development of normal state
relations with Yugoslavia, and did not alter its policy.
The irreconcilable contradictions, in ideology and po-
licy, with the League of Communists of Yugoslavia
and with the Yugoslav state, and the polemic with
them should not constitute an obstacle to the impro-
vement of the Albanian-Yugoslav state relations.

But the Yugoslav government. which had seen the
futility of the plots and underhand deals al the expen-
gse of Albania and their defeat, continued even in the
sixties with its old anti-Albanian line.
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In the favourable conditions when the Khrush-
chevite revisionists aligned themselves openly on the
side of the enemies of the Albanian Party and people
and when the Yugoslav-Soviet relations began to im-
prove, it exercised continuous pressure, engaged in
diversion, and created various incidents, as a result
of which the situation in the Albanian-Yugoslav state
relations remained tfense.

The improvement of relations between the two
countries was hampered also by the national-chauvin-
ist policy of oppression and exploitation which the
Yugoslav government pursued towards the Albanian
population in Kosova, in Macedonia and Montenegro,
in which it preserved the national feelings and pat¥
riotic traditions and was opposed to the denationali-
zing aims of the chauvinists.

Despite the many subsoil and energy resources,
Kosova, with its fertile plains very suitable for farm-
ing and with a very actlive and hardworking popula-
tion, was put aside as a region destined for the ex-
ploitation of its primary materials and its cheap la-
bour force in the interests of the Yugoslav industry.
The regions inhabited by Albanians in Macedonia and
Montenegro were in a still more backward situation.

The policy of discrimination was openly applied
also in the field of education and culture in the mo-
ther tongue, in the field of constitutional rights, ete.

The so-called freedom to live anywhere and to
describe oneself in any way you like served to sanc-
tion the denationalization of the Albanian nationality
in Yugoslavia by means of constant migration within
Yugoslavia and abroad, at a time when the division
of the compact mass of Albanians in three republics
(Macedonia, Serbia and Montenegro) and in one auto-
nomous region (Kosova) was continued in practice.

The chauvinist stand towards the Albanian popu-
lation was not the result of some «mistakes» commit~
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ted accidentally, or the disguised efforts of the Great-
Serb forces, but the result of the open national-chau-
vinist policy of the Yugoslav state, which had been
raised to a system for a long time.

The recrudescence of the internal and external
contradictions in Yugoslavia compelled Tito, in July
1966, to liquidate the Great-Serb group of Rankovic
to whom he attributed the cause of all «deviations».
Saddling Rankovi¢ with the blame for all the crimes
perpetrated in Kosova, the Yugoslav authorities tried
to handle the revolted Albanian population and pacify
it with partial concessions.

The Albanian population took advantage of this
situation, and within the possibilities in the existing
conditions stepped up its efforts in order to realize
its aspirations and just political, national, economic
and cultural demands.

The PLA and the Albanian people, respecting the
international norms, had the right to denounce any
action which denied the national rights to their bro-
thers ol the same blood and tongue, any measure
which served their denationalization and any effort
to drive them from their native land, or to pit Ko-
sova, under any form, against the People’s Republic
of Albania. At that time Comrade Enver Hoxha poin-
ted out: «It would be anti-Marxist and national be-
trayal if we neglected anything about this fact, if we
were disinterested in their fate»*

By maintaining an internationalist stand towards
the Yugoslav peoples, the Albanian government want-
ed them to understand this interested attitude to-
wards the Albanian brothers of Kosova and other re-
gions of Macedonia and Montenegro, correctly. The

* Enver Hoxha, «The Correct Policy of the Party and
the Heroic Work of the People Bring Abundance and Pro-
gress Even to Our Highlands», Tirana 1970, p. 54, Alb. ed.
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People’s Republic of Albania was prepared to fulfill
their desire for Albanian artistic and scientific public-
ations, for films and music, and was predisposed to
collaborate in the cultural field. Apart from the trade
exchanges with Yugoslavia, there were possibilities
for the development of cultural relations, especially
with Kosova, which was linked with Albania by the
bonds of the same nationality, language, traditions,
culture, etc.

A step in this direction was taken in January
1968, when a group-of working people of scientific
and educational institutions of Kosova participated in
the National Conference devoted to the 500th anni-
versary of the death of Skanderbeg. This was a good
initiative which was encouraged to develop. On Oc-
tober 27, 1970, the first protocol on an extensive col-
laboration in the field of teaching and science for the
years 1970-1971 between the Univ ty of Tirana and
the University of Prishtina was signed in Tirana. The
protocol was renewed in the next Years.

Under this protocol it was envisaged that a au-
mber of higher cadres from the University of Prish-
tina would come to the University of Tirana to ex-
change experience, for consultations and specialization,
and the University of Tirana would send a number
of its cadres to the University of Prishtina to read
lectures, as well as to exchange experience. It also en-
visaged the exchange of teaching. scientific and other
literature. The realization of this protocol helped both
sides to gain from each other's scientific achievem-
ents, it especially helped the University of Prishtina
with lectures of various subjects, especially the hist-
ory, the language and culture of the Albanian people,
in the Albanian language.

While the Albanian government sincerely sup-
ported these initiatives for the extension of the cul-
tural and scientific collaboration between the PRA
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and Kosova, «Tilo and company hoped to realize the
old dream that through Kosova they could influence
the liberal forces in Albania and, in this way, make
possible the union of Albania with Kosova in the
framework of Yugoslavia.»* ;

With the growing threat of a Soviet aggression
in the Balkans, especially after the events in Czecho-
slovakia, the People’s Republic of Albania took‘ up a
clear-cut position and adopted a correct rgvolui,mnalry
stand. Opposing the expansicnist plans of the Soviet
social-imperialists and their followers, the PRA came
out firmly in defenice of the freedom and indepen-
dence of the Balkan peoples and declared that the
Alhanian peosple would stand by the peop_les of Yu-
goslavia and Rumania against any aggression against
them.

As for Greece, the Albanian government made
elforts to have the abnormal situation in the Alban-
nian-Gresk relaticns ended. Along with its efforts to
establish regular diplomatic relations, without preli-
minary conditions imposed, it gave further proof of
its goodwill.

During the repatriation of the Greek refugees, ac-
commodated in Albania during the years 1947-1949,
the last groups of them, together with their posses-
sions, of their free will returned to Greeee in the
period from 1961-1964. .

Although there were no diplomatic relations, the
desire of some Greek commercial circles for trade
exchanges met with approval in the People’s Repq~
olic of Albania, provided trade was done on the basis
of respect for its policy of foreign trade.

The Greek governments of that time, however,
raised artificial difliculties to the development of

* Enver Hoxha, The Titoites (Historical notes), «8 Néntori»
Publishing House, Tirana 1982, p. 621, Eng. ed.
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trade exchanges, with the result that only two trade
agreements were reached between the Chamber of
Commerce of Greece and that of the PRA.

Despite the goodwill of the Albanian side, the
Greek governments in power, allegedly compelled by
the so-called state of war with Albania, behind which
were hidden territorial claims, maintained an unalter-
ed hostile stand. They carried out provocative act-
ions, instigated chauvinist forces and the so-called
Vorio-Epirotes to demand the liberation of «Vorio-
Epirus» and ils «unification with Greece», These ac-
tivities came up against the firm stand of the Alban-
ian people and their government for the defence ol
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Home-
land.

Hence, even after three decades, the Albanian-
Greek relations remained at the old level.

With the oversea neighbour, Italy, state relations
developed on the normal course. Their maintenance
and further development corresponded fo the common
interests of both countries. The Albanian govern-
ment had not shown lack of goodwill in this direction.

During the years 1961-1970, relations with Italy
were further materialized in the sphere cof trade, in
which some achievement was made in the exchange
of goods.

The PRA devoted attention also to the develop-
ment and extension of relations with the Asian count-
ries. The main place in them was cccupied by the
relations with the PR of China, the DR of Vietnam
and the DPR of Korea.

Relations between the PRA and the PR of China
were especially extended with a number of agreem-
ents and protocols covering the ficlds of the econo-
my, culture, science, technique, military, and navi-
gation.

The Albanian people and their government ap-
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preciated China’s aid and its role, among other outside
factors, in the development of our country’s economy,
seeing it as aid by a friendly people, aid without
strings attached and without political conditions,
which served the general cause of the revolution and
socialism.

Despite the differences which existed over a nu-
mber of issues of principle between the two parties,
Albania supported China publicly in the crucial mo-
ments through which it was going as a result of the
deep internal shake-up and the general onslaught of
imperialism and revisionism on it. The PRA support-
ed China in the international arena for those stands
of the Chinese side which were correct.

The Albanian diplomats fought sternly for the
re-establishment of the rights of the People’s Repu-
blic of China in UNO, which the American imper-
ialists and others denied it.

The Albanian government supported the right of
the Chinese people for the liberation of Taiwan and
other Chinese islands, and condemned the imperialist
plot of «two Chinas», or «one China and one Taiwan-.

At the same time. the PLA watched with preoc-
cupation the anti-Marxist and chauvinist stands and
actions which were noticed in many cases among the
Chinese leadership, and expressed its critical opinion
about what was occurring in China. Without publici-
zing them, the PLA duly informed the Chinese lead-
ership of the opinions in a comradely way.

The PLA opposed the out-and-out opportunist
line of the Chinese leadership towards the Soviet
revisionists. The Chinese maintained a wavering stand,
sometimes adopting a wait-and-see and inhibiting at-
titude, sometimes an attitude of «attack» in confor-
mity with the changing political circumstances and its
pragmatic interests.

In October 1964, Zhou Enlai, on behalf of the

297




CC of the CP of China and the State Council of the
PR of China proposed that the PLA support the new
leadership of the Soviet Union, with Brezhnev at the
head, and join it «in the struggle against the common
enemy, imperialism.»

The CC of the PLA firmly rejected this pro-
posal, which sought the cessation of the struggle aga-
inst revisionism and ideological reconciliation with
it. In the letter addressed to the CC of the CP of Chi-
na, on November 5, 1964, it pointed out among other
things that the exit of Khrushchev from the political
scene was really an important victory for Marxism-
Leninism, but this should not be overrated, vigilance
should not be lowered, and the struggle for the de-
feat of modern revisionism should not be interrup-
ted until its complete defeat,

The Chinese leadership, with its great-state chau-
vinism, maintained an incorrect and insincere stand
towards the PLA. It did not agree with the consis-
tent revolutionary line of the PLA and, conscquently,
maintanied a passive attitude in the defence of the
PLA from the attacks of the Khrushchevite revision-
ists. The Chinese leadership, with Mao Zedong at its
head, strove to impose its erroneous line on the PLA
and did not even accept to discuss questions of com-
mon interests, in advance.

With its readiness to compromise and conciliation
with the enemies of Marxism-Leninism, the Chinese
leadership tried to place Albania in the service of its
strategic and tactical line in Europe and, especially
in the Balkans. It was in favour of an agreement be-
tween Yugoslavia, Rumania and Albania against the
Soviets. In October 1968, precisely in the situation which
was created in the Balkans after the invasion of Czecho-
slovakia, Zhou Enlai proposed that the Albanian go-
vernment begin negotiations with the Yugoslav leader-
ship and sign a treaty of friendship and mutual aid
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with it. According to him, in order to cope \{Jlth
an aggression by the Americans and the tla_rnvn'.“ts,
Albania, as a small country it was, was left with
the alternative of waging a partisan war:fare or of
forming a military alliance with Yugos'flav'la_ and Ru-
mania. He accompanied this proposal w11'h d;sappmval
of the strategic and tactical principles of the Alban-
ian defence, saying that Albania did not need heavy
armaments, i

o :I‘?Le CC of the PLA condemned and rejected the
plan of Zhou Enlai. It considered his proposal as «an
altempt of a reactionary charac!;er'l on the par.t ?l the
Chinese leadership to drive socialist Aibfir_lla into Ithe
trap of war-mongering plots ih'rough military aman—
ces, with the final aim of turning tl_w ]_E’;alkar_1 area into
a powder keg, as the Soviet socml-lmgperlallsts and
the US imperialists are seeking to do»® s

Whereas Albania worked for the strengthening
of the friendly relations with the Chinese pco_ple, the
government of Beijing began to exert economic pres-
sure, brutally violating the Albaman—Chmu'se ;|0_:11L
statements of January 1964 and May 19686, in whxc_h
both sides declared that the socialist countries, big
or small, economically developed or u_nc_lerdeve_loped,
must base their relations on the principles of Marx-
ism-Leninism, respect of the i.ndcpendepce._ sover-
eignty, complete equality, mutual proletarian interna-
tionalist assistance and support.

The PR of China failed to observe the agrelemenf.s,
protocols and criteria determined by ‘both sfldes. ]_n
mozt cases, it put off the building of mdustrml proj-
ects, a thing which caused a delay of one to six years

—

# Letter of the CC of the Party of Labour and the Govern-
ment of Albania to the CC of the Communist Party and the
Government of China, Tirana 1978, pp. 38-39.
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f_or their completion. This is what happened with the
i(_:rro—chrjnml(-\ plant, etc., whereas on some other proj-
ects, as in the case of the hydro-power plant of Vau
1 Dejés, it abandoned altogether pat'ticiplation in the
stage _of designing, so that these projects should noE
be btuﬂt at all. The numerous obstacles raised to ac-
co_rdmg O.f credits, the delays caused in the designing
of new industrial projects which would be built in
Albania by the Chinese side, were essentially aimed
at one thing, to cause the one-sided development of
the Albanian economy. The Chinese leaderk;. VV‘"IF;
wante_d to Idep‘rive Albania of its heavy indus;ti*v a;ui
tra_nshn‘m it into a country economically dependt;nt on
China, insisted on and spread the urulgrou.nded ide;x
that the PRA was not in a position to build and duly
commission for production the new projects forth-
coming from China. Therefore, the projects of the
hegxry industry in Albania, which would be built with
C_hlngse aid, were completed only through many dif‘—
ficulties, which were overcome with success thanks
to the tireless work of the Albanian workers 'cmcki
specialists. |

The relations of the PRA with the DR of Viel-
nam gnd the DPR of Korea developed in the spirif
of friendship and collaboration and were extended
gradually in various fields. s

In the spring of 1961, the PRA signed the trage
and navigation treaties with the DPR of Korea and
the DR of Vietnam. Under these treaties pr'ovismn;;
were made for the further development and streng-
thening of trade relations; each side gave the other
the status of the most favoured nation in matters of
trade and sea navigation, and in other fields of eco-
nomic collaboration.

On the basis of agreements, which were renew-
able every year, the government of the PRA gave the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam free economic aid,
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which was appreciated as a source of great inspira-
tion for the Vietnamese people and army and as a
contribution to the strengthening of friendship be-
tween the two countries.

In 1966, with the aim of further strengthening
the relations of militant solidarity between the Alba-
nian people and the people of South Vietnam, it was
decided that a permanent mission of the National
Front for the Liberation of South Vietnam be opened
in Tirana. In June 1969, the Albanian government
recognized the revolutionary provisional government
of the Republic of South Vietnam as the only legiti-
mate govermment of that country, and gave the per-
manent mission the status of an official diplomatic
representation at an embassy level.

The Albanian people stood always by the side
of the peoples of Vietnam and Korea in their just war
against American imperialism and its {ools, for the
defence of the victories achieved and for the unifi-
cation of the respective countries.

During the years 1962-1970, socialist Albania ex-
tended diplomatic relations with a series of other
independent states of Asia, such as Cambodia, the
Arab Republic of Yemen, the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan, the Republic of Indonesia, the Arab Repub-
lic of Syria, and the People’s Republic of South Ye-
men,

Albania continued with success the extension of
relations with various countries of Europe, Africa and
Latin America.

At the end of this period it had diplomatic rela-
tions with most of the European countries. In the
years 1969-1970, diplomatic relations were establish-
ed with Sweden, Denmark, Switzerland, and Holland.
Trade and cultural exchanges, too, though at a slow
rate, increased.

The PRA did not establish diplomatic relations
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with Great Britain and with the Federal Republic
of Germany, since Britain failed to return the Alba-
nian monetary gold and the FR of Germany did not
pay the war reparations.

The relations of the PRA with the countries of
the African continent extended in a special manner.
The Albanian government hailed the creation of new
states in Africa and, at the same time. recognized
these independent and sovereign ceuntries. Diplomatic
relations were established with many of them. Mean-
while; the Albanian gevernment showed its readiness
and special concern also for the extension of econ-
omic, cultural and technical-scientific collaboration
with these countries, which had just entered the road
of independent develcpment. The first steps in these
fields, which were taken in the beginning of the six-
ties, were materialized with a series of agreements
entered into with Ghana, Guinea, the Republic of
Mali, Algeria, Marocco, as well as with the United
Arab Republic.

The Albanian people were loyal friends and allies
of the peoples of the African continent. They sup-
ported the liberation war of the peoples of Algeria,
Angola, Oman, Mozambique, Guinea (Bissau), Zim-
babwe, ete. The government of the PRA firmly con-
demned the military intervention of the USA against
Congo in November 1964, and did not contribute
with funds to the so-called expenditure for the UNO
forces which were sent there. It unmasked the policy
of racial discrimination followed by the racist and
fascist cliques in South Africa, and declared that it
would not establish diplomatic relations with it until
it completely abandoned this policy.

As for the relations of the PRA with the Latin-
-American countries, diplomatic relations were estab-
lished with Brazil only, wherecas with Cuba, apart
from diplomatic relations, Albania had trade exchanges
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which were followed by cultural and f,(’:'(_‘hnilji-il—scéel:ltllflf
exchanges. A good basis for the deveu_:_pmel?t 0 . ‘t.‘(.(s(l'\ld
omic relations between the two countries was L“ta!];n
with the signing of the trade and navigation treaty
avana, in April 1962 : :

E iS’LdL}?; iﬁd of the sixties, the PL'sop]{.\'s‘R(?pubh(?
of Albania had a rich balance ol new s ch]evome_n‘f\.s\
in the international arena. _'1‘]1L: ef:i'r_njts anﬁ_-l.mﬁ.{r
of the imperialists and the Kh_r'L_Agh(:hCVﬂ& _rm.-,?lgﬂ._a_i
to subdue it had failed. S‘:.c)CJ_al_is}, Allb.ama _.\?\n-lfsll'l.i_:
isolated, but further strengthened its 111atel'nat:ona fe-
lations, its authority and position in the \&;{J}_’llc.. o

In 1970, the PRA had rllplr_}matlc nz-a.tu_lnsvj-l.}
48 states of the world, against 24 in 195“.{.“ d‘exj\:lop;
ed trade with more than 40 coun_tr-le?s_wnh Sl‘ff-t;.lef‘l
social systems and hundreds of individual firms on
all continents.




CHAPTER ELEVEN

THE DEEPENING OF THE SOCIALIST
REVOLUTION IN 1971-1975

The 6th Congress of the Party was convened in
Tirana on November 1-7. 1971, on the eve of the great
celebration of the 30th anniversary of the founding of
the Party.

/ The Congress drew the balance-sheet of the acti-
vity of the Party in the period of the further revo-
lutionization of the whole life of the country in the
period 1966-1970, drew lessons from its éxperien—
ce up till then and defined new tasks for the deep-
ening of the socialist revolution in all fields. It ab-
proved the directives of the 5th Five-year Plan (1971-
-1975), which envisaged an appreciablbc growth of the
productive forces and perfectioning of ‘the relations
of production, issued orientations for the drafting of
a new Constitution which should be adapted to the
stage of the complete construction of the socialist so-
ciety, and set important tasks for the further deve-
lopment of the revolution in the ideological, culfural
and technical-scientific fields. % '

Summing up the experience of the revolutionary
movements of the working masses, the 6th Congres';:,
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demanded that they were carried further ahead by
restricting the influence that religion, despite the his-
toric victory achieved with the complete liquidation
of its material basis. still exercised on some indivi-
duals and groups who represented the most back-
ward stratum of the working people; by further pro-
moting the movement for the complete liberation of
the woman; by establishing complete equality between
men and women both in the family and in the society;
by intensifying the struggle against the petty-bour-
geois mentality and psychology, while devoting spe-
cial attention to the education of the working class
and the broad working masses.

The 6th Congress of the Party dealt with some
problems of theoretical importance. It defended Marx-
ism-Leninism against the attacks by the various
revisionists, including the Chinese, who denied the
leading role of the working class and its Marxist-
Leninist party, and once again pointed out the need
for the revolution and the building of socialism on
the basis of the doctrine of Marx, Engels, Lenin and
Stalin.

At the end of its proceedings the 6th Congress
elected the Central Committee of the PLA and the
Central Control and Audit Commission. Enver Hoxha
was re-elected First Secretary of the CC of the PLA.

The decisions of the 6th Congress of the PLA
had major significance for the strengthening of the
dictatorship of the proletariat in Albania, for the
intensification of the struggle against bureaucratic
and liberal manifestations and the rapid-rate deve-
lopment of the socialist economy.
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1. The Exacerbation of the Class Struggle in the
Ideological, Political and Economic Fields

Following the 6th Congress, the class struggle
was waged on a large scale. It was a component part
of the struggle between the socialist road and the
capitalist road, which went on in all fronts: in ideo-
logly. polilics, economy, culture, art and other fields.
This struggle was waged against the savage activity
of the external and internal enemies, and in the ranks
of the people against the remnants of the alien ideo-
logy, customs, norms and practices.

In these circumstances, the agent of foreign sec-
ret services, Mehmet Shehu, who continued to hold
the post of the chairman of the Council of Ministers,
was especially activated. He began to work out con-
crete plans to overturn the situalion in Albania in
lavour of the West, to urge and throw into action in
this direction different secret agents, but was wary
of compromising himself. Thus, he b( gan the 1mph‘—
mentation of the ramified conspiratorial plan by set-
ting in motion Fadil Pacrami’s hostile group in the
field of culture, art and the radio and television ser-
vice. the group of Begir Balluku for the preparation
of the putsch, and the group of Abdyl Kéllezi. Koco
Theodhosi and Kico Ngjela to carry out sabotage in
the economic field.* These hostile groups were rout-
ed, but Mehmet Shehu was able to hide his hand
and escape detfection.

Despite the continuous struggle waged against
bureaucracy and the successes achieved, the danger
of the bourgeois-revisionist degeneration of the socia-
list state was not eliminated. The importance of the

* Enver Hoxha, The Titoites (Historical notes), «8 Néntori»
Publishing House, Tirana 1982, pp. 619620, Eng. ed.
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struggle against bureaucracy in pl'acﬁ('(‘ had not keen

fully grasped. Hence, the task for the struggle against
bureaucracy laid down at the 6th Congress should
always be borne in mind.

Comrade Enver Hoxha's speech delivered nearly
four months after the Congress, on February 26, 1972,
at the Plenum of the Party Commifttee of Mat district,
marked another moment of the further deepening of
this struggle. The main idea of ihis speech was that
everyone should understand properly that socialism
is built by the broad masses of the pec yple, whereas
the role of the Parly of the working class is to make
them conscious.

A series of main problems which called for so-
Jution regarded the enhancement of the role of Lhe
direct umtml by the masses as an important means
to protect the Party and the socialist state against
the bourgeois-revisionist degeneration, the greater
aclivation of the councillors and deputies in the pro-
blems of the governing of the eountry within the
competences stipulated by law, and nldkmg the lead-
ing cadres more answerable to the working collec-
tives.

An acute question was the maintenance and im-
provement of the correct ratio between the Party, the
cadres and the masces, the increase in the number
of communists working directly in production, the
establishment of a more correct ratio between the
communists and the non-party cadres in the state
organs, in the administrative and economlc appara-
tuses, and in the organizations of the masses, the
employment of a greater number of communist work-
ers and non-party people in these apparatuses. This
was force 'ullv stressed because at that time in cen-
tral apparatuses nearly 50 per cent of the cadres were
communists, and even more in some ministries, or
in the apparatuses of the Youth Union at the centre
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and the base more than 51 per cent were communists.
in the Trade Unions over 67 per cent, etc. In the
People’s Assembly, likewise, there was a high per-
centage of communist depulties.

In the great popular discussion, which followed
Enver Hoxha's speech delivered at Mat and which
served the further revolutionization of the whole life
of the country, many of the urgent questions were
solved, bureaucratic concepts and practices were hard
hit, calling to account and the sense of duty and disei-
pline were raised to a higher level. The important
thing in this discussicn was that the masses were
not mere observers, but they raised problems, objec-
tions and made criticisms, had their say boldly about
the work and the people, and also took concrete deci-
sions and practical measures in order to solve the
problems taken up.

The criticism of the masses was directed against
bureaucracy and the bureaucratls, against those who
did not perform their duties. those who dragged the
solution of problems, those who acted against the
state laws and the Party norms, against those who
trampled underfoot the interests and rights of the
working people.

At a time when the whole country was totally
eéngaged in the struggle against bureaucracy, distor-
tions were observed, which led to the spread of alien
manifestations and liberal stands towards them. The
clear instructions of the CC of the Party for the deep-
ening of the ideological and cultural revolution and for
fighting on both flanks, against conservatism and liber-
alism, were not properly applied in some fields such as
in literature, music, figurative arts, the moral-aesthetic
education of the youth, ete. Consequently, alien manif-
estations were noticed in some artistic creations, and
especially in the 11th Song Festival of the Radio-Te-
levision, in some plays, films, poems, paintings and
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elsewhere, in which modernist tendencies, 1mitqtmn
of f(_n‘(rigfi frends and departure from 1..h{::. nai.‘.n.netll
tradition were manifested. Cases of the millenue of
the bourgeois-revisionist ideology were noticed also
in an incorrect atlitude towards work, lessons and
people’s property, in the disregard of the norms of
behaviour, the communist morality and aethics in the
sociely and in the family, in the tendencies (I'Jf some
to imitate the bourgeois-revisionist way of life, etc.
These manifestations had sluck root mostly in some
circles of the intelligentsia and the youth.

The ideological pressure of the external enemies,
combined with that of the internal enemies, had as-
sumed the character of a real ideological aggression
aimed at liquidating socialism in Albania. Therefor{_e,
the spread of alien tastes and concepts, the bourgeois
fashion, behaviour and way of life, limited as it was,
should be regarded as a serious threat which had to
be fought forcefully and at the proper time.

Comrade Enver Hoxha's assessment of these
problems in his speech delivered at the Presidium of
People’s Assembly on January 9, 1973, and at t_he
apparatus of the CC of the Party on March 1'0, 1973,
was a contribution to the stern struggle against the
liberal manifestations in all fields.

In order to further deepen this struggle, the 4th
Plenum of the CC of the PLA was held from June
26-28, 1973. The Plenum observed that the discus-
sion and struggle of the working people against alien
manifestations was a very important measure in or-
der to close the paths to the penetration of the bour-
geois-revisionist ideology in our country. o

Especially, the Plenum condemned the activity
of the group of Fadil Pagrami and Todi Lubonja ;m_d
company who had carried cut a hostile activity del:_l~
berately permitting, nourishing and encouraging li-
bm'alis;n in literature, art and culture. Fadil Pacra-
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m] in his capacity of secretary of the Party Com-
mitiee of the Tirana district, in which the r‘naj:_u-iw
of the writers and artists were concentrated, in np"—
position to the line of the Party strove to snuff out
the class struggle and encouraged the spread of a
pronounced liberal modernist spirit in literature, art
and culture. Todi Lubonja, in his capacity of director
of the Radio-Television, in collaboration with Fadil
Pagrami, strove to give the Radio-Television a revis—
ionist twist, especially in music. They were in cahoot
lo undermine the leading role of the Party in the
sector of literature, art and culture, by co-oI‘dinaLrinQ
their counter-revolutionary activilty, as was proved
later, with other enemies in the army and the econ-
omy.

There were weaknesses, also, in the work with
the youth, especially in some of its leaders who had
backed up the hostile activity of F. Pacrami and T.
Lubonja. :

The analysis of alien manifestations revealed
such phenomena in the economic field, too, where,
despite the major successes, anomalies and shortco-
mings of a liberal character, cases of neglect of duty
and violation of state laws, weakening of control and
calling to account were observed. In order to domi-
nate these weaknesses, the task was set for a zor-
rect understanding of centralism and democracy and
t;hu.economic central departments, and especially, the
State Planning Commission and the Ministry of Fin-
ances, which had permitted such manifestations. were
criticized. The Plenum of the CC of the Party 'expe}-
led Fadil Pacrami and Todi Lubonja from the CC
and from the Party and discharged them of all state
functions, on account of their hostile activity which
had damaged the Party and the conslruction of soc-
lalism in our country.

310

After the Plenum the ideological struggle against
alien manifestations in literature, art and culture was
further deepened and extended in other fields, too,
thus giving a new impetus to the creative work.

The Party had always paid special attention to
the strengthening and steeling of the defence capa-
city of the Homeland. The Marxist-Leninist idea of
arming and training the whole people militarily for
the defence of the country was developed further
in the 6th Congress of the Party. Guided by Lenin’s
instruction that «every citizen must be a soldier and
every soldier a citizen», the Congress issued the di-
rective that all the working people should simulta-
neously work, learn and train themselves for defence.
For this purpose, from 1970 Comrade Enver Hoxha
had given the Ministry of the People’s Defence ins-
tructions on the organization of the free military
school. The training of the entire soldier people for
war should be organized on the basis of the theses
on the Popular Military Art prepared by the Council
of Defence.

One of the fundamental gquestions on which the
Congress focused its attention was the strengthening
of the leadership of the Party in the army. But
many of these orientations and instructions of the
Central Committee of the Party were not imple-
mented in practice, there were violations and dis-
tortions of them, which led to the failure to properly
apply the revolutionary program of training the ar-
mymen and the entire people for the defence of the
Homeland. All these had their source in the activity
carried out by a hostile group, headed by Begir Ba-
lluku, former minister of People's Defence, Petrit
Dume, former chief of the General Staff, Hito Cako,
former chief of the Political Directory of the Army.
which had been operating for a long time in the
{ﬁl‘l'ﬂy.
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’Ihm group had placed itself tn the service of the
revisionists of various countries and worked secretly
and systematically sabotaged the decisions of the
Central Committee of the Party in the army and in
the defence of the country. Its final aim was to over-
throw the socialist order in Albania through a putsch.
tI‘hm*efore, these enemies of socialism relied on fore-
ign aid and gathered around themselves a number of
wavering, career-seeking. servile and degenerate ele-
ments.

) After 1971 the hostile group intensified its acti-
vity. At that time it was noticed that the various
revisionists and the Chinese revisicnists were drawing
c:_]oser to the American imperialists and the interna-
tional bourgeoisie, whereas the class sfruggle within
the country and on a world scale was further shar-
pened. This situation, the hostile group decided, was
propltious to intensify its undermining activity. The
decisions of the 4th Plenum of the CC of the Party
and the condemnation of the hostile activity of F.
Pacr_ami and T. Lubonja dismayed the chiefs of the
hostile group in the army. Therefore, for some time
after the Plenum they did not dare to plot openly,
but tried to hamper the application of the decisions
of the 4th Plenum in the army, with which they pre-
tended to agree.

'ff.‘he traitor activity of this group began to come
out in the open one year after the 4th Plenum of
the CC of the PLA. The «theoretical-military thesess,
secr‘etl;; drawn up by the putschists, were discove-
red first. These «theoretical-military theses» were
totally opposed to the revolutionary ‘military line of
the Party and the theses of the Council of Defence
on the Popular Military Art. Later, the whole extent
of their hostile activity was uncovered, T

The 5th Plenum of the Central Committee of the
Party, which met on July 25-26, 1974, crmdomnea
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the hostile activity of B. Balluku, decided to expel
him from the Central Committee and the Party and
discharged him from all the state functions he held.
The treachery of this hostile group which, in its ef-
forts to achieve its aim, strove to erode the army
from within, to smash the defence of the country and
to carry out the coup d'état, was thoroughly thrashed
out for six months on end in the Party organizations
in which many more incriminating facts and argu-
ments weie brought forth.

After the discussion in the Party, the 6th Ple-
num of the CC was held on December 16-17, 1974
to examine the hostile activity. It expelled P. Dume
and H. Cako, as participants in the plot, from the
Central Committee and the Party. The group of cons-
pirators was handed over to the organs of justice
for crirninal proceedings.

The Party informed all the working masses about
the hostile activity ol the putschist group and cal-
led on them to go down to work for the liguidation
of all consequences and traces of this activity.

In order to strengthen the leading role of the
Party in the army, the CC of the PLA made some
organizational changes. A great deal of work was
done for the Marxist-Leninist ideo-political education
of the army, and all bureaucratic and liberal mani-
festations in the army were resolutely combated. Spe-
cial importance was attached to the military training
of the People’s Army and the entire soldier people.
The free military schools, which had been neglected
by the traitor group, increased in numbers and be-
gan to function throughout the country. Within a
short period of time they became important centres
of the political-military training of the working mas-
ses incorporated in all the military structures. Like-
wise, within a short period of time a great volume
of engineering work was done for the defence of
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the country and for the sheltering of the popula-
I.mn‘ in case of war which the group of p'if;f.lerf h'-‘. 1
neglected in its efforts to achieve its lmst.ii.(’l.z.aim;c
Arm{\l; Ll;;;se mffas?re:_s rs1.1"eng1.hem:d the People’s
‘my Iurther more. The army and the armed people
1‘;1;;;_ed_thc level of the military readiness and d{\i‘.or?cé
ggg;thm]. by mastering the popular military art ever
: Outr:dged by the broad mass movement for the
i::fqnstrg‘ctmn (_)f socialism, the internal enemy in clol;-
-aboration with the external enemy, intens,ifit‘d its
sabotage and hostile activity in the economy witi;
2{1fﬁh passing da\ Th,‘gf activily of this grouup, like
'r.l:.L‘UI the other hostile groups, did not escape the
:-1213dF1¢:e of ‘_Lh-e Party and the people, In February
1975 it was discovered that a gang of enemies, at the
head of “‘,-Vl:lii.’h were Abdyl Kéﬂe;i, former c;ljiairmalri
;lerzlef: :h?jitjlai}n?%{- Cc:nnmisvsign‘, _Kogo Theodhosi,
i r o nl_ ufw‘i,r,y and Lﬂint]}g, Kico Ngjela,
zormer minister of Trade, was acting in the economy
fn].s group had links and collaborated with the t 0
other traitor groups which were i-nst.jgated 'iﬁd.s;“o
ported by external enemies. They had be(\n‘ worki -
z..lhrjder' the lap against the economic poli-c\»' of {'JI;%"{
:_ndte for a leng tir?'u_—t. Their main aim was to hinder
the development of the socialist economy and to set
It on the road of capitalist development by il‘\ifi.n."".
tfl_ introduce forms and methods of ’T‘H‘.o!iiflﬁ self-a i
ministration and capitalist economics 1n the m'L;ﬁ'a_
gement and organization of our e{?onomv.. In r.ncrd{(:
to create a state of autarchy they attempted to \?i.f)l'-li.(*
the centralized and planned mahagenu:ﬂt-nf the et’ :
nomy. At a time when the Party and the ‘.»&?0.1‘1{;;0;
masses had risen in struggle a%‘ainst buf-{‘au“m;‘a
they created redundant r:rgeini};ms; in the s;tair‘: Lmyd

ccenomic apparatuses, T i ec
du1'r:ea:;‘rzl(d‘r.j:‘ﬁjtﬂ});; d}‘:/}itc:pq](: }i:?fmgrlwf]v l1’1{‘l E’t'-i‘{Ji?L'?i_élll_}’ gl
onomy by sabotaging the
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discovery and extraction of oil and coal, the cons-
truction of new projects, and by misusing the funds
for fundamental, investments. They carried out under-
mining activity in agriculture and in foreign trade,
too.

Letters from the people, addressed to the Party
and Comrade Enver Hoxha, were a greal help in dis-
covering and exposing the hostile activity. These let-
tors denounced the enemies, discovered the thieves,
bureaucrals, those who practised favouritism, and the
distortions they made by violating the laws of the
state and the norms of the Party.

This hostile activity in the economy was analysed
and condemned by the Tth Plenum of the CC of
the PLA which was held on May 26-29, 1975. The
Plenum defined the measures to be taken for the
further strengthening of the economy of the coun-
try.

After thoroughly assessing the sabotage activity
in the economy, it expelled Abdyl Kéllezi and Koco
Theodhosi from the Central Committee and the Party
and, at the same time, dismissed them from all state
and social functions. Later, Kico Ngjela was dismis-
sed from these functions, too. The decisions and con-
clusions of the 7th Plenum were made known to the
entire people. The Plenum, after informing the work-
ing masses about the damage caused by the hostile
activity of this group, reminded that the class strug-
gle was a fierce one waged simultaneously in the
political, ideological and economic fields.

The editorial of the newspaper Zéri i popullit of
April 3, 1975, «When the class speaks bureaucracy
does not speak», gave a powerful impulse to the
activity of the working masses against bureaucracy.
This directive eoditorial of the Party criticized the
swelling ol the apparatuses al the centre and the
districts, in central departments and economic enter-
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prises, and the accumulation in them of a large nu-
mber of people who fostered bureaucracy. The. edito-
rial called for a halt to endless theorizing on this
dangerous disease, and for organizing the struggle
in practice, with concrete measures to reduce the
inflated staffs and to do away with redundant or-
ganisms.

Immediately after this editorial was published
the groups of the worker control, under the leader-
ship of the Party, put forward concrete proposals
for the abolishment of redundant posts and organ-
isms in the central departments. The proposals were
carried into effect forthwith. Measures of this cha-
racter were also taken in the executive committees
of the people’s councils in order to make their ap-
paratuses as efleciive and manoeuvrable as possible.
The workers in plants and economic enterprises, the
working people of the various institutions, came out
with proposals for concrete measures to reduce the
staffs. The apparatuses of the central departments
were refreshed by circulating the cadres with a long
seniority at work and employing people from the
production fronts, who brought the spirit of the work-
king class in these apparatuses. As a result of this
process, over 9,000 people were reduced from the
staffs within a few months in the districts of Tirana,
Elbasan, Gjirokastra, Berat and Lezha, and most of
them began to work in industry and agricultural coo-
peratives. The number of the cadres of worker origin,
background or status in the adminisirative apparatuses
of the central departments, economic enterprises and
the various institutions at the centre and the base, grew
considerably.

9. The 5th Five-year Plan and the Struggle for
Its Fulfilment

The directives of the 5th Five-year Plan (1971-
-1975) for the economic and cultural development
were approved by the 6th Congress of the\ Party.

In conformity with the directives of the Co_n—
gress, in 1975, as against 1970, the total 1¥1d:dst.1"1al
prodﬁctitm was envisaged to increase by 61-68 per
cent, at an average annual rate of about 10.3 per
cent, as against 9.8 that it was In the_decade 1960-
-1970. Productivity of labour in 'lndustr‘lal pr;uduction
would be 26-28 per cent higher than in 1970, whe-
reas the cost of production would be 13-15 per (:c_znt
lower. The production of the means of pr-oductlop
would increase 62 per cent and mass consumer goods
about 30 per cent. Sz :

In the 5th Five-year Plan, about 270 new indus-
trial, agricultural and socio-cultural projects would
be built. Most important amongst 1.-hem were 1.',}1(:
major projects of the heavy industry like the .m‘e.t;al—
lurgical combine at Elbasan, the hydro-power station
al Fierza, the plant for the deep processing of oil
at Ballsh, etc. In terms of value, the building and
assembly of the metallurgical combine and the hy-
d1"0—p:1)\#‘1—:r' station at Fierza was esl.i_n'lated at ngﬁwl}f
as much as all investments made during the 1st Five-
vear Plan, or about half the investments made in
the 2nd Five-year Plan. ; ) oy

Along the priority development of the h?d\%
industry, the light industry would develop at rapi
rates, ‘Er_m. In 1975, as against 1970, the prcl)ductlm‘n
of the light and food-stuffs industry would increase

; 39-43 per cent. j
v The a%ll-rnund development and the [.‘urt]_u;r‘_ mt&;n-
sification of agriculture would occupy a special place
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in the 5th Five-year Plan. In 1975, as against 1970,
total agricultural production would increase 65-69
per cent, at an average annual rate of 10.8 per cent,
as against 5.8 per cent that it was in 1970.

The main road for the increase of the agricul-
tural products would be by increasing the producti-
vity of labour. In 1975, as against 1970, the vields
of bread grain would increase 52 per cent. In order
to achieve this. the task was laid down that an ave-
rage of 23 quintals of wheat per hectare and 30
quintals of maize per hectare should be taken in from
all the sown area on a republic scale.

In the framework of the struggle for the further
narrowing of the essential differences between town
and countryside, the directives of the 5th Five-year
Plan envisaged the well-being in the countryside
should be raised at rates reclalively higher than in the
town. The decision of the CC of the Party and the
Council of Ministers on the establishment of the pen-
sion system for the cooperativist peasantry, with
contributions by the state, served this end. Another
measure to this effect was the cancelling of credits
amounting to 130 million leks given to the peasantry
for the electrification of the countryside.

The volume of fundamental investments would
be much greater than those made until then in our
country. It would amount to 16 billion leks, which
exceeded the volume of investments made during 21
years taken together {1946-1966).

The Party linked the rapid-rate develepment of
the economy closely with its objectives for the cea-
seless raising of the material and cultural level of
the people. The real per capita income of the popu-
lation would increase by 14-17 per cent, whereas
the income of the ccoperativist peasantry would in-
crease lwice as much. Large funds were allocated
to the further development of education, art, culture

318

and health service. In 1975, the number of pupils
and students was envis reach to aboul r{%’ﬂ}
thousand, or 18 per cent e than In l’-,-J"FU.‘ [he
pre-school educaticn would develop in f-_‘.:df.\nt,_m(:lu—
ding twice as many children as befoye.l Special at-
tention was devoted to the training of higher cadres
whose number would be 20 thousand, or about th}'oaz
times as many as in the 4th Five-year Pl{m. _D'Llu_"lng
the five-year plan the number of health 1z1si.1tutlpns
would increase considerably, and there would be one
physician per 850 inhabitants. against 1,180 .ﬂ‘léit it
was before. The building of the television centre, the
extension of the activity of the Film Studio, the set-
ting up ol the new polygraphic combine, the‘builcr'l—
ing of a series of houses of cullure and the increa-
sed state aid for the spread of culture in the coun-
tryside. would serve to boost culture among the broad
masses. !

The great work for the implementation of_'the
directives of the 6th Congress called for the all—snldod
mobilization of the working class, the technical-scien-
{ific forces and all the working people in1 the giants
of industry: the metallurgical combine at ‘I*,-lbasan, the
hydro-power station at Fierza, the plant for the deep
processing of oil at Ballsh. X )

The metallurgical combine at Elbasan, with 15
plants, factories and auxiliary production depart-
ments, and a processing capacity of 800 thousand tons
of iron-nickel mineral a year, would produce qb[)ut
250 thousand tons of rolled steels, as well as n:(':‘kek
metallic cobalt, pig-iron, sheet metal, pipes of various
iizes, copper, etc.

Slzts;l*ﬁ.{zpps»f_-‘.Lting up of this combine marked the
transition from the complex processing of ncn-ferrous
metals to the complex processing of f{}'rr'clms _m.c—.ta]s.
The production of stecl would give a greater 111‘1_;\1:-'.1.kie
to the engineering industry, which would prepare
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the premises for the setting up of a new branch, the
machine-building industry.

The complex plant for the deep processing of oil
was another major project of the 5th Five-year Plan.
This plant would process 1 million tons of crude oil
a year. The completion of this project would enable
the transition from the simple treatment of oil to its
deep chemical treatment, on the basis of up-to-date
technology.

Another major project of the 5th Five-year Plan
was the hydro-power station at Fierza, with an instal-
led capacity ol nearly 550,000 kW, which was greater
than the capacity of all the hydro-power stations
built until then, including that at Vau i Dejés which
was the first hydro-power station built on the Drin
River. The 166 m high dam of this hydro-power sta-
tion, with a 400 m long crown, is the highest dam
of this type in Europe and one of the highest in the
world. The study, designing and construction of the
hydro-power station at Fierza involved major diffi-
culties and a series of complicated technical problems
which were overcome and solved with success. In
this process, the workers and specialists were openly
confronted with the sabotage activity of the Chinese
revisionists who, under various pretexts, deliberately
delayed the delivery of the materials and machinery
due under contract to the Albanian side, insisted on
the suspension of work on important sections of the
hydro-power station at Fierza and strove without
success to spread a spirit of defeatism and demobili-
zation.

In the field of agriculture the government took a
series of other measures in order to hasten the eco-
nomic development of the agricultural cooperatives
in the hilly and mountainous zones. The essence of
these measures consisted in the extension of the ir-
rigable area, in the breaking in of new land and
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nal character, the method and style of work in the
management and administration of the economy, the
damage caused by the plotters Abdyl Kéllezi, Koco
Theodhosi and others in the economic sector, espe-
cially in the sector of oil, as well as the obstacles
raised by the Chinese leadership.

The agricultural production increased at an ave-
rage rate of nearly 6 per cent. In 1975, the number
of tractors (in 15 HP) increased 54 per cent. The
irrigable area occupled nearly 50 per cent of the
arable land and, as against 1970, 41 per cent more
chemical fertilizers were used and 90 thousand hec-
tares of new land were put under cultivation.

The state agricultural enterprises and the higher-
type cooperatives respectively gave 37-50 and 60 per
cent of such products as bread grain, cotton, sunflo-
wer, sugar-beet, citruses, milk, meat, ete.

Despite the successes achieved, the tasks envi-
saged by the 6th Congress for agriculture were not
fully realized. This was 2 result of the influence of
the manifestations of liberalism and technocratism
on the part of the leading cadres of the Ministry of
Agriculture and the sabotage work of the enemy
group in the economy. Consequently, there were pro-
nounced weaknesses in the scientific planning, a weak
work was done in the systematization of land and
irrigation projects, maize, sheep and goats, draft ani-
mals, fruit-growing, etc., were underrated, and the
advanced experience in agriculture was not generali-
zed. :
Noteworthy results were achieved in the fields
of education and culture. More than 12,500 students
graduated from higher schools and more than 72,000
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blishment of the orthography of the common mother
tongue.

Important achievements in the field of literature
and arts were made with the novels «Great Winter»
by Ismail Kadare, «The Man with the Gun» by Dri-
téro Agolli. «The Face-up» by Teodor Laco. «The
Fall of Idols», by Skénder Drini; the poem «Mother
Albania» by Dritéro Agolli, the wvolume of poetry
«The Time» hy Ismail Kadare; the feature {ilms «The
Lass of Mountains». «White Roads», «Four Songs to
the Partv», «The Newest Town in the World»; the
opera «The Commissar», composed bv Nikolla Zoragi,
and with the organization of the National Folklore
Festival of Gjirokastra, in 1973, the cpening of the
new QGallery of Figurative Arts in Tirana, etc.

The growth of the social product and the deve-
lopment of culture led to the raising of the people's
well-being. The real per capita income of the ponu-
lation increased by 14.5 per cent. While implementing
the task set by the 6th Congress te increase the in-
come of the rural population at more rapid rates than
that of the urban population, the real income of the
peasantry increased by 20.5 per cent, whereas those
of the urban population by 8.7 per cent.

Another indication of the raising of the people’s
well-being was the increase of social consumpfion at
rates higher than the increase in the fund of direct
wages. The total fund of sccial consumption in 1975
was 2.1 times greater than in 1965. The circulation
of goods in this five-year plan increased by 35 per
cent. The prices of mass consumer goods did not rise
despite the negative influence of the economic-finan-
cial crisis of the capilalist-revisionist world. Tn this
five-year plan housing of the population was im:m'f‘)—
ved and all villages were linked with telephone li-
nes. The health network was further extended }vlth
health centres in mearly all agricultural cooperatives.
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3. The International Relations of the PR
of Albania

On the basis of the orientations of the 6th Con-
gress of the Party, the People’s Republic of Albania
was for the strengthening of friendship with the
People’s Republic of China, and for the continuation
of the joint struggle against imperialism and revi-
sionism. ! .

However, China had never remained firmly on
the positions of Marxism-Leninism and had toed a
line wavering sometimes to the left and sometimes
to the right, failing to consider the international
problems from the revolutionary class stand-point.

With the visit of the President of the USA, Ni-
xon, to China in 1971, China actually abandoned the
struggle on two fronts, against American imperial-
ism and Soviet social-imperialism. and adopted the
course of hostility to the Soviets and friendship with
the Americans, Henceforth, China was joining the
dance of imperialist alliances and rivalries for the
division of the world, with a view to becoming a
third superpower,

The change in the Chinese strategy towards rap-
prochement with American imperialism was sanction-
ed by the 10th Congress of the Communist Party of
China (CPC), held in April 1974, and by the procla-
mation of the anti-Marxist counter-revolutionary
theory of the «three worlds» in February 1975, which
the Chinese leaders wanted to impose on the Marx-
ist-Leninist communist movement and on all the
peoples of the world. Proceeding from this «theory»
China began to pursue a pragmatic policy and «to
unite with the US imperialists and the monopolists
of Europe, with fascists and racists, kings and feudal
lords, most rabid militarists and war-mongers. Pino-
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chet and Franco, the former nazi generals of the
German Wehrmacht and the Japanese imperial army,
dyed-in-the-wool criminals like Mobutu and blood-
thirsty kings; American bosses &and presidents of
multinational companies became it allies.»*

Seeing this dangerous turn-about in the foreign
policy of China, on August 6, 1971 the CC of the
PLA addressed a long lefter to the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of China, in which it expres-
sed its resolute opposition to this policy which ran
counter to the interests of the People’s China itself,
the revolution and socialism. The Chinese leadership,
firm in its intention to continue the anti-Marxist
course it had chosen and fearing a confrontation,
did not reply to the letter of the PLA. However,
it was quick to react. It produced several absurd
reasons hot to send its delegation to the 6th Con-
gress of the PLA, made its contacts with the PLA
ever rarer, and refused a visit to China by a top-
level delegation of the Party and the government of
the PRA for comradely talks on the ideological and
political divergences which had emerged. The Chi-
nese functionaries began to adopt cold stands towards
Albania.

China began to restrict its relations with Alba-
nia at a time when it was extending them with Ru-
mania and Yugoslavia, and was working out a plan
for the creation of a Rumanian-Yugoslav-Albanian
military alliance which should serve the Chinese lea-
dership as an instrument to achieve its aims to the
detriment of the Soviet Union,

In order to bring the PRA to its knees, the Chi-

#* Letter of the CC of the Party of Labour and the Govern-
ment of Albania to the CC of the Communist Party and the
Government of Chinag, «8 Néntori» Publishing House, Tirana
1978, pp. 47-48, Eng. ed.

321




nese revisionists began to set up the economic bloce-
kade against it in 1971-1975. They reduced trade
with Albania to a minimum. In 1975 the Albanian
imports from China showed a deficit of 40 million
yuan, at a time when China's export for the same
year was fully realized. Of the 35 projects that were
to be built in the course of the 5th Five-year Plan
with Chinese aid, only 15 were built, while the rest
were postponed to the 6th Five-year Plan. In 1975,
when the 6th Five-year Plan was under discussion,
China accorded Albania only 25 per cent of the cre-
dit requested. In this credit the Chinese had included
military items and the 20 projects not realized under
the concluded agreements.

The political and economic pressure of the Chi-
nese revisionists became more conecrete also with the
military-economic plot of the hostile groups headed
by Beqir Balluku and Abdyl Kéilezi*

After the liquidation of the hostile groups and
as a result of the resolute Marxist-Leninist stand of
our counilry in its intermal and external policy, the
Chinese revisionists deepened the political and ideo-
logical differences and worsened the relations with
the People’s Republic of Albania more and more.

In this period, too, Albania devoted special care
to the relations with the neighbouring countries. Dwel-
ling on the relations among the Balkan states, the
security and peace in this zone, in the 6th Congress
Enver Hoxha called on these countries not to permit
the imperialists, social-imperialists and the chauvinist
cliques to turn the Balkans into a «powder kegs» as
they had done in the past. Albania was in favour of
developing friendship without interfering - into one
another’s internal affairs, and prohibiting activities

* Enver Hoxha, Reflections on China, vol. 2, «8 Néntori»
Publishing House, Tirana 1979, pp. 305-306, Eng. ed.
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detrimental to the interests of the neighbouring coun-
tries in their respective territories,

Despite the irreconcilable ideological differences,
relations with Yugoslavia developed in this spirit. In
these years, trade exchanges were also extended. In
May 1971, the agreement on the exchange of goods
for 1971-1975 between the PR of Albania and the
government of the SFR of Yugeslavia was signed. In
this period, as in the past, questlions that had to do
with the exploitation of waters were solved in bila-
teral talks. The educational and cultural-sports rela-
tions especially with the Autonomous Socialigt Region
of Kosova were extended.

In these years steps forward were made towards
the normalization of relations with Greece, which
led to the establishment of diplomatic relations bet-
ween the PRA and Greece in 1971, The establish-
ment of relations with Greece was an important event
which put an end to an abnormal situation existing
from the end of the Second World War and ser\feg
the strengthening of peace and security in the Bal-
kans.

With the establishment of diplomatic relations,
trade relations and exchanges began between the two
countries. In October 1972 the trade agreement for
1973-1975 between Albania and Greece was signed.

Good relations existed also with Italy. In 1971-
1972 the agreements for trade exchanges between the
two countries proceeded normally. In November 1972
a long-term trade agreement was signed between
them,

The PRA extended its trade relations also with
other countries of the Balkans: Bulgaria, Rumania
and Turkey.

In the implementation of the orientations of the
6th Congress for its foreign policy, the Albanian
government exposed the «peacefu] offensive» which
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the superpowers had launched in order to disguise
their aggressive plans and new plots against the peo-
ples.

In the framework of this «peaceful offensives
on the initiative of the Soviet Union, it was decided
to convene inside 1972 1 pan-European conference
on «questions of European security and collaborations,
in which the USA and Canada, also, would partici-
pate.

In the reply of the Government of the PRA of
November 18, 1972, to the memorandum of the Re-
public of Finland of November 9, 1972, regarding the
preparatory meeting of the «general conference on Eu-
ropean security and collaboration», once again it
expressed its view that the aggressive expansionist
policy of the USA and the Soviet Union, as well as
West-German revanchism constituted the main danger
to peace and security in Europe.* If ever, it was
precisely against these that the peoples of Europe
should be secured.

Consequently, Albania refused to participate in
the conference on «European security» which began
its work in Helsinki on July 3, 1973, '

The PRA supported the heroic war of Vietnam
and greeted its victory over the American imperialist
aggressors and their servants. The Albanian dele-
gation to UNO supported the demand and incontes-
table right of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam
and the Republic of South Vietnam to membership in
this organization. It backed up the national liber-
ation struggle of the peoples of Guinea-Bissau, Angola
and Mozambique, and the peoples of Zimbabwe and
Namibia. The Albanian government condemned the
two-faced policy and the expansionist aims of the
two imperialist superpowers and their anti-Arab plans

* Zéri i popullit, November 21, 1872.
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i ' ‘ forcefully condemned the mi-
he Middle East. It forcefully lemn: .
;?taf'y coup in Chile and the tense situation created

in Ciprus by the two superpowers.

#*

During the years 1971-1975 sociali_st All;:_an-ia etzf-
tended its relations with other countrles.. 'Dlplforilatilﬂ
relations were established with more ccg-ntmez céentaitne

neri as i u, Costa Rica, Arg ?

America such as Chile, Peru, ‘ ; s

i 7 - Africa and Asia suc

Texico, Venezuela, and of' ; i 51 i

%mn Nepal, Equatorial Guinea, Senegd];, ngcgz:in(é;

otm, Tunisi : i, Lebanon, Benin, -
meroun, Tunisia, Burundi, ( ] 1
%15551u. ‘Gabon, Laos, Mozamblqpe. In _Europe,. Eesﬁdi
Greece, it established diplomatic relations wit 0
way, Luxemburg, and Malta.
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CONCLUSION

The period from 1976 to 1980 is characterized by
three events of historic importance: the 7th Con-
gress of the PLA, which defined the roads and tasks
for the further development of the socialist construc-
tion and the continuous strengthening of the dictator-
ship of the proletariat in Albania; the approval of
the Constitution of the People’s Socialist Republic of
Albania by the People’s Assembly; and the struggle
of the PLA to expose the betrayal by the Chinese re-
visionists.

The 7th Congress of the PLA, called on the eve
of the 35th anniversary of its founding, on Nove-
mber 1-7, 1976, drew up the balance-sheet of the
victories achieved, summed up the rich revolutionary
experience accumulated by the Party and the working
masses in the period between two Congresses, and
endorsed the directives of the 6th Five-year Plan.

As always, the development, strengthening and
modernization of industry, especially of the heavy
industry, would occupy the central place in the deve-
lopment of the socialist economy. The overall indus-
trial production would increase by 41-44 per cent,
giving priority to the production of the means of pro-
duction, as before. The total volume of industrial
production in this five-year plan was estimated to be
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greater than that realized in the four five-year plans,
1951-1970.

The 6th Five-year Plan would mark the creation
and development of the ferrous metallurgy and the
further development of the non-ferrous metallurgy.
The setting up of the industry of ferro-chrome, pyro-
metallurgy and copper rolling, which constitutes one
of the main features of the five-year plan, would
further raise the level of processing of the mineral
raw materials locally, thus opening new perspectives
to the increase of industrial production with very
important articles.

Complete self-sufficiency in bread grain and the
increase of reserves of them was defined as the main
objective of agriculture. The total agricultural pro-
duction was envisaged to increase by 38-41 per cent.
It would be nearly equal to the agricultural produc-
tion of the first three five-year plans, 1951-1965.

The 6th Five-ycar Plan marked another important
step ahead in the development of education, culture
and science. The deepening of the process of the re-
volutionization of school, the complete harmonization
of the three components of education: lessons—produc-
tive work — physical and military training, were the
main task of the educational activity.

Socialist culture and arts would develop in breadth
and depth and their proletarian partisanship and po-
pular and national character would be strengthened.

The scientifie-research activity would be trans-
formed into a general method that must pervade and
precede all activities and give effective help in the
solution of the problems of the construction of so-
cialism and the defence of the Homeland.

In drawing the balance-sheet of all the work
done for drafting the new Constitution and its discus-
sion by the people, the 7th Congress examined this
document with priority, assessed it as a great historic
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victory of the Party and the z_l‘lbanian people, as 2}5
juridical document of special importance and grea
value. on which the social and cultural development
of the country in the stage of the complete construc-
tion of the socialist society would be basod._ :
On December 28, 1976, in the 5Fh Session qf t_he

8th Legislature, the Dra'[thonst%tu'tlr)n wz’as examin-
ed by the People’s Assembly whl_ch endorsed it una-
nimously and definitively. Therefrom, the new Con-
itutic ame into force.

Sumﬁi?lilgdsanctmmng the victories attained and the
trends of the development of Albania on the' m?dt 1’50
the complete construction of the ?soclahst society, thg
new Constitution gives the maximum scope to 1Ie
development of the productive forces and the 1:_e_a—
tions of production, opens the 1‘0:.2—1(21 of the emancipa-
tion and the revoluticnary education qf 'P:he new man,
the further strengthening of the socialist order and
the dictatorship of the proletariat, and creat:es tlée
best possible conditions for the COU.]:]tI‘:Y on 1tswa‘—
Vancel to communism. In this sense, it is npt .0111_}7 la
juridical document. but also a program of struggle
: 7or r the future. :

o é\lf)rlr};mfr?g up the line and experience of the_ P;nrt};
in the field of the df.:\re]_t_}[Jingnl. lz—n.nd r_liet:pem.mri 0]
the revolution, the new Constitution «alsr_) ﬁanc\;m?s
the juridical, political, ideologi.cal‘:amd economic p!lf)\rk
sions to bar the way to revisionism and 1,‘51e r{_fsiu??a-
tion of capitalism. In this respect, our Lons_tltutlor}
is a valuable creative conftribution of L}}e P_’gﬂ.}i 0
Labour of Albania to the theory and practice of scien-
tific socialism.»* ;

910 I}?ltdi the new Constitution the Albanian state

* Enver Hoxha, Report to the 7th Congress of the PLA,
«8 Néntori» Publishing House, Tirana 1976, p. 16, Eng. ed.
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is named the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania

(PSRA). This name not only reflects the class content
of the Albanian state, its social base more precisely,
but also preserves its connection with the name of
the state which the previous Constitution sanctioned
as the People’s Republic.

The new Constitution does not conceal its open
class character. It proclaims and sanctions the PSRA
as a state of the dictatorship of the proletariat which
expresses the interests of all the waorking people:
defines the PLA as the vanguard of the working ¢l 1S3,
the only political leading force of the state and so-
ciety; sanctions Marxism-Leninism as the ruling ideo-
logy on the basis of which the entire social order
develops; describes the class struggle as the main
driving force to ensure the final victory of the social-
ist road over the capitalist road, to achieve the com-
plete construction of socialism and communism.

The new Constitution reflecis the profoundly de-
mocratic character of the Albanian state of the dicta-
torship of the proletariat.

The new Constitution states clearly that the state
power is an indivisible whole, that the working people
exercise it through the representative organs, the
People’s Assembly and the people’s councils, as well
as in a direct manner. No one else apart from the
organs expressly defined in this Constitution can
exercise the sovereignty of the people and any of
its attributes in the name of the People’s Socialist
Republic of Albania.

All the other state organs carry out their acti-
vity under the direction and conitrol of the
tative organs and render account to them.

While taking account of the great importance of
the principle of democratic centralism for the socia-
list society, the Constitution sanctions that «the org
nization of the state and state activity, all the politi-
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represen-

cal and economic life in the PSR of Albz}_ma»t arfet ba-
sed on this principle and develop acco_rd:mg 0»-'1::"(\115
The fundamental rights and _dutmh ‘(.)f ] uflzﬂ;. :
such as equality before the law, u'r:especuyc._ 0 f‘m_
race, nationality, education or soc_tfﬂ pO.‘:.l'tl.()Il,‘ i
righ{ to work, to education, and medical s-erw?g&sation
of charge, freedom of speech, the pres.s_;, or%a_-nzoman
and public manifestations, the equality -ho' 1\:; e
with man, etc.,, which are ensured u'ndgr t e lav t};e
guaranteed in practice, find a clear reflection in
7 Constitution. oh y
new T%G harmonization of the pg@f_nf;l '1$§;Stfi r;:ii;
the interests of sociely, as a distinguishing lo;'tan‘t,
of the socialist society, is among the_mos-tllmp .
;iiriciples of the Constitution. {I‘he rlghts‘fiﬁd_l?}:éfs
of citizens are built on the .bams of th_e I‘G,(,.t')l’.lcll.’.(; q\p-
of the interests of the individual and },hue soEEla ist so
ciety, giving pricrity to the gene_ral interest.» pir
"The line of the Party concerning the major ;1 .
tions of national sovereigniy and the defe.x:t.;:le 0 .
country’s freedom and indep{‘.'}‘lgience,' whzb_” in e,m—
conditions when all-round pqhtlcal, ‘xde(_)lolglc,gl,bama
nomic and military pressure 1s EXEI‘C'I.Sed 02'11 : (‘lp_,
assume great importance, 1S 'EU.H}_? ra}ﬂecn_h a(rilafpﬁ(:e
arly formulated in the new Constifution. ’]c; ? hf' 3nd
of the country is defined as t}_u} supremei u ytué'mm
the greatest honour for all m_tlzens,_when-.as dlf:[r .nce
of the country as the most serious crime. Thce e e1—ha
of the country is ensured by the armed p\.f}‘pi,_r i
main striking force of whom is the Peo.p](T-r sb - ;n;;f
The armed forces are led by the Party QE _42(1: ou 2
Albania. The First Secretary of the C_-:—mtra_l{f om? 7
tee of the Party is their Commander-in-Chief, ar_l1 a
the same time, Chairman of the Defen?e Coun;ll\me_
Proceeding from the goal of c@efendmg thi*'tbti()n
land and the gains of the revolution, thc:: Consti aL;ien—
sanctions that the territery of the PSRA is In
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able and its borders inviolable. It states that «No one
has the right to sign or accept in the name of the
PSR of Albania the capitulation or occupation of the
country. Any such act is considered as treason to the
Homeland.» Likewise, the Constitution prohibits the
establishment of foreign military bases and the sta-
tioning of foreign troops in the territory of the Alba-
nian state,

Of great importance for safeguarding the inde-
pendence of the country and the socialist order is the
provision of the mew Constitution prohibiting the
granting of concessions, the setting up of foreign
economic and financial companies and other institu-
tions or ones formed jointly with bourgeois and rev-
isionist capitalist monopolies and states, as well as
obtaining credits from them.

The Constitution sanctions the principle of self-
reliance as one of its most important prineiples.

The Constitution also stipulates the fundamental
principles of the foreign policy of the Albanian state
which, in the international relations, adheres resolutely
to Marxism-Leninism and proletarian internationalism.

The Constitution contains a series of other prin-
ciples and norms, which underlie the foundations of
the construction and functioning of the entire econo-
mic and social, political, and spiritual life.

«The new Constitution,» Comrade Enver Hoxha
said at the Congress, «provides a reflection of a true
socialist society, built according to the teachings of
Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin, embodied in and borne
out by the revolutionary practice of our country-*

The Congress had a wide international response.

Comrade Enver Hoxha described the participation
of many delegations of the Marxist-Leninist parties

* Enver Hoxha, Report to the Tth Congress of the PLA
«8 Néntori» Publishing House, Tirana 1976, p. 29, Eng. ed.
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in the Congress, the support they gave the PLA for
the construction of socialism, their assessment of its
struggle against imperialism and social-imperialism,
modern revisionism and reaction, as a great revolu-
tionary encouragement.

The Congress exposed modern revisionism of all
hues, and dwelt especially on the criticism against
the anti-Marxist views and stands of the Chinese rev-
isionism. Although the Congress did not address it by
name for tactical reasons, it openly expressed the
opinion of the PLA against the reactionary theory of
the «three worlds--

Along with the mounting all-round pressure by
the imperialists, social-imperialists and others on
socialist Albania, in the period 1976-1978 the anti-
Albanian activity of the Chinese leadership assumed
broad proportions.

In order to subjugate the PLA and the Albanian
state, the Chinese revisionists raised many serious
difficulties and obstacles for the fulfilment of the
6th Five-year Plan. Under various trumped-up excu-
ses, they recalled some of their specialists who work-
ed in Albania, slowed down the rates of work and.
especially, postponed the setting up of the industrial
projects such as the metallurgical combine at Elba-
san, the plant for the deep processing of oil at Ballsh
(Fier district), the hydro-power plant at Fierza. etc.,
which were planned to be built with the aid of China.

The Party and the Albanian government made
efforts to preserve their friendship with China in a
Marxist-Leninist way. and to ensure that the rela-
tions between the two countries developed in a cer-
rect and completely equal manner and that trade was
conducted as between equals.

However. the Chinese leadership went on with
their anti-Albanian policy which assumed more pro-
nounced features, especially, after the Tth Congress.
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The Central Committee of the Party of Labour
of Albania had long ago taken the necessary measures
to cope with this new situation that was being created.
Just as the PLA foresaw, the events in China evolved
rapidly. On July 7, 1978 the Chinese government
informed the Albanian government of its calculated
decision to immediately stop its economic and mil-
itary aid, to recall all the Chinese specialists who were
working in Albania up till then.

The Central Committee of the Party and the
Government of the PSR of Albania responded to this
act with a letter addressed to the CC of the CP of
China and the Chinese Government on July 29, They
denounced the cessation of aid and loans to socialist
Albania by China as a reactionary act from great-
power positions, which was a repetilion, in content
and in form, of the savage chauvinist methods of the
Yugoslav and Soviet revisionists.

The unilateral act of the Chinese government
was an arbitrary violation of the elementary inter-
national rules and norms, an hostile act which they
took to damage the economy and the defence capacity
of the country and to attack the cause of the rev-
olution and socialism in Albania.

The true reasons for the breach of the relations
of economic and military collaboration with Albania,
on the part of the Chinese government, were not me-
rely of a technical character, as the note of July T,
1978, of the Chinese government made out, on the
contrary, they were of a profoundly political and ide-
ological character. This act was the logical consequence
of the complete departure «of the Chinese leadership
from Marxism-Leninism and the principles of prol-
etarian internationalism, of its rapprochemertt to and
collaboration with American imperialism, the inter-
national bourgeoisie and reaction, of its renunciatior
of aid to and support for the revolutionary and liber-
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ation forces in the international arena, of China’s
intentions to become an imperialist superpower.»*

This course of the Chinese leadership, which
went through a zigzag process, had encountered the
continuous opposition of the PLA; this had given rise
to serious ideological and political contradiclions
which had been gradually growing worse between
the PLA and CP of China.

In the ideological and political differences and
contradictions with the PLA, in the failure of the at-
tempts of the Chinese leadership to impose its line
on the PLA, lay the real cause of the decision to cut
off aid and credits to Albania. «Having failed to sub-
due socialist Albania,» the Letter of the CC of the
PLA and the Government of the PSRA pointed out,
«the Chinese leadership is now seeking to avenge it-
self and harm the construction of socialism in Alba-
nia. In so doing, it is revealing its anti-Marxist and
counter-revolutionary countenance even more cle-
arly.»**

The Letter acquainted world opinion also with
the truth about the economic relations between Al-
bania and China, pointing out that the Chinese rev-
isionists presented things in a tendentious and distori-
ed light. The Chinese note exaggerated the economic
and military aid. alleging that it had a decisive ef-
fect in the development of Albania. as if the dev-
elopment of the country was the result of this aid and
due to the Chinese specialists, when it is well known
that the total value of the Chinese credits amounted
to quite a small percentage of the national income

* Letter of the CC of the Party of Labour and the Govern-
ment of Albania to the CC of the Communist Party and the
Government of China, «8 Néntori» Publishing House, Tirana
1978, p. 19, Eng. ed.

*#% Tbidem, p. 52,
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of the PSR of Albania. Apart from this, the aid was
not charity but credits, bilateral obligations deriving
from agreements concluded between the two count-
ries according to the desires and interests of both si-
des and recognized international practice of relations
between sovereign states. The Chinese side had brea-
ched these agreements.

The Central Committee of the PLA and the Gov-
ernment of the PSRA publicly declared that the
plans of the development of Albania, laid down by
the Party, including also those projects which the Chi-
nese left incomplete, as well as other new projects,
would be carried out in all directions, relying on the
selfless work and determination of the Albanian veople.

From 1978, with the complete cessation of econ-
omic and military aid and credits on the part of
China, Albania was the onlv country which was buil-
ding socialism relying entirely on its own forces, with-
out any kind of aid or credits from abroad, without
external and internal debts.

The imperialist and revisionist propaganda tried
with all its means to exercise pressure on and to hide
the truth about Albania describing it as an isolated
country which could not advance without the econo-
mic and military backing of a great power. It was
the same story repeating itself. the same allegation
which was first made when the PLA began the strug-
gle against the Yugoslav revisionists and later against
the Soviet revisionists. The same thing happened
again when it denounced the Chinese revisionists and
the reactionary theory of Mao Zedong thought.

Contrary to all forecasts. the Party of Labour of
Albania and the Albanian people set to work for the
uninterrupted construction of socialism in Albsnia.
resolutely applving the Leninist thesis that socialism
can be built even in one single country under encir-
clement. The Party knew the difficulties which resul-
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ted from the hostile activity of the Chinese leaders
and did not conceal them. It had forestalled the evil
long ago, and this had a decisive role in coping with
the difficulties. In 1978, when China cut off the
envisaged aid and credits, Albania had such economic
and military capacity which made the continuation
of the construction of socialism at normal rhythms,
relying only on its own human forces and material
resources, completely possible,

Thanks to the persistent work of the builders,
in October-November 1978, the «Light of the Partys
hydro-power plant at Fierza, a part of the «Steel of
the Party» metallurgical combine at Elbasan, the
«Enver Hoxha« automobile and tractor combine, the
oil deep-processing plant at Ballsh, were inaugurated.
Besides these, the iron-nickel mine and the iron-nic-
kel enrichment plant at Guri 1 Kug (Pogradec), the
paper factory at Lezha, the coal mine at Valias (Ti-
rana), two great brigdes over the Drin River at Ku-
kés, the ferro-chromium plant at Burrel, the copper-
smelting plant at Lac (Kruja), the Prrenjas-Guri i
Kuq railway, hundreds of new production lines and
workshops, flood-protection and irrigation projects,
socio-cultural buildings, etc., were built,

The major victories achieved by the People’s So-
cialist Republic of Albania in all fields; in the con-
ditions of the imperialist-revisionist blockade and en-
circlement, are new evidence of the correctness of
the internal and external policy of the PLA and the
Albanian socialist state, of the Party-people steel uni-
ty, of the high political consciousness of the working
masses and their readiness and mobilization for the
complete construction of the socialist society and
securing the defence of the Homeland.
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