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HAXHI LLESHI .
President of the Presidium of the People’s Assembly
of the Pecple’s Republic of Albania -7

SOLEMN MEETING IN THE HEROIC CITY OF VLORA

ON' THE OCCASION OF THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE NATIONAL
INDEPENDENCE

Comrades!

- Allow me tu greet you on behalf of the Central Commitiee
of our Party, of the Presidium of our People’s Assembly, of

"~ our Government and the General Couincil of our Democratic

* Frogt on the occasion of the commemoration of the 50th

" annivereary of our independence. :
Fifty years ago, tomorrow, on November 28, the National.

Convention headed by the great patriot Ismail Qeémal

- SPEECH DELIVERED ON NOVEMBER 27, 1962, AT THE ‘_ '

proclaimed the independence of Albania and hoisted the .

- unvarquished flag of Scanderbeg in this city of Viora, After
- nearly five centuries of enslavement under Turkish domi-
nation, this flag wavered again free and dignified on Alba~.

nian soil bathed in the innocent blood of the best sons and . - :;'
daughters of our brave, unconqguerable peospsle of ancijent_ S

origin. :
" It iz 4 great joy for us to celebrate the 50th anniversary .
of the prodlamation of Independence here in Viera, in this

- distinguished hearth of patriotism where our naticnal flag




:'was'hoistéd, Lnthish;erodcoim:ywhichhasmade a namse for

: mdopendence,
Ttalian imperialists and in the war for national

" and daughters to the cauge of national liberation.

minated nor assimilated by others, they fight their way to

" freedom undaunted and unobstructed by obstacles and -

difficulties, they me‘ eventually triumph over their foreign

and internal enemies. Bondage could not be the permanent
lot of even the few but heroic Albanian people. The age long
struggle of the Albanians against foreign . invaders, their -
endurance and the blood they shed, were crowned with .
guccess by the creation of the Albanian national = Stafe on

November 28, 1912,
The proclamation of independence

rulers plunged Albania, '
By proclaiming thefr national

amybody else, and that nchody has a right to deny the
- and to have their cwn national state.

o is one of the most significant events in the age-long history.
- of the Albanian people, It constitules one of the main links

itself in the noble struggle of our people for freedom and
in the legendany epic of 1920 against the:
liberafion
against the fascist invaders, in the dity of Vlera which has
offerad 1he blood of hundreds upon hundreds of its best sons *

~ The blood shed for the sacred cause of fresdom and nation- -
al independence of 'a people is never shed In vain. People .
 ‘who fight, be they ever so few in nuznbers, are never exber-

and the establishment
of ithe Albanian State opened a new phase in the history of

the development of the country, they opened the way for an .- -
independent life of our people, for the dlimination of the -
dreadful economic backwardness into which the Otboman o

independence the Albanian
people gave furlher proof to the world that they have never .
been subdued, that the land of Scanderbeg cannot be trifled.
with to be used as a trade commodity in the hands of the
imperialist powers, that their soi]l cannot be partitioned and
swallowed up by either the chauvinisi neighbors or by -

- Albanians the right to live as a free and independent peopie_

The proclamation of independence on November 28, 1912

the long. chain of wars and gigantic struggles for freedom
dependence which brought about the happy days e
 enjoying today. Without the brilliant victory of November .
1912 we would not have attained the other glorious victory
November 29, 1944, In this lie the great merits of Tsmail

freedom, and of the other distinguished patriots who turned
ihe dreams of our men of the remaissance and the agelong

independence into reality. .
* Our people have had to wage continuous batiles to
“ defend their liberty and independence from foreign invaders

" Invaders have followed invaders making their inrcads inte -
‘ ghe land of Albania. They have fried to subjugate and - K
. exierminate our people by fire and sword. But they have

" "stocd their ground unbending, they live and will always live "

" in their own land. ‘

_ The Albanian people hawe written gloricus pages in -
history by their heroism against foreign foes, against brutal o

- barbzrians, against mediaeval Turkish occupation,
| chauvmistic covetousness of the Servians and Greeks, against
' the Italian, French, Austrian end other imperialist invaders
* and lastly, against the Italian and German fascist occupants
" of the counfry. U
By their heroic resistance the Albanians halted the
. advance of the Turkish hordes towards Europe for fens of
years during the XV-th century. Peoples will cherish for
the great warrior of Albania, the noted stabesman and stra~
tegist, our mational hero, George Casirioti - Scanderbeg. .
" The Albanian reople, as Comrade Enver Hoxha has,

Qemal, who devoted his whole life to the cauge of Albania’s .

“aspirations of-the Albanian people for freedom and natiomal .

- of guperior numbers and strength throughout many cenfuries. .

finally had to withdraw with shame and leave behind a
 number of casualties from-thelr ranks, While the Albanfang

social oppression. Their historical records are filled with
" ceaseless uprisings and battles against Roman - domination, - i
. against the Byzantine feudal yoke, against the onslaught of .
against - :

centuries sentiments of deep gratitude and respect towards, .




" in.hand. A proof of this lies in the just wars of liberation, in

lheir struggle in defense of their freedom - and - their very -
existence as a people. These gigantic wars and struggles’

developed the marvelous virtues and traditions of our people; -
their ardent love of couniry, their unparalleled courage -and .
valor in unequal encounters with foes, their honor, generosity -

and fidelity, iheir notion of freedom, their boundless hatred

for foes, slavery and oppression and deep respect for other -
peoples and for the friends of Albania. It is to these lofty .
virtues that our pecple and our great poets have sung. Naim .
Frasheri gave thig response to the peddler-diplomats. of . the -

imperialist powerns:

So long Albanians lve you cannot trade their land -

Their lives they'd rather give than slavery to stand

But it is not only with rifle and sword that the Albaniang

have waged their wars. They have also fought with pen and

knowledge: Even in the darkest days of foreipn domination
and ¢f Ottoman mysticism our people kept their -creative
talents alive and carried their national culture further ahead.
We are justified in being proud of the marvelous productions
of our folklore, of our writers and artists both in the country

and abroad, of our achjevements in the  field of material

culture which are of great significance to our country and a
valnable contribution to the entire civilization and culture
of the world. ' o

" The historical road of the Albanian people has been a

long and strenuous one. Foreign domination, oppression and

brutal exploitation, plunder and devastationg have greatly
hindered the cultural and economic development of - Albania.

The Turks found their tools and agents to enslave, assimilate

and exterminate the Albanian people among the Albanian

feudal chiefs who hitched themselves to the chariots of the -

: - Sultans. But our people withstood all the framtic storms of

7 or foes but safeguarded their lofty patriotic and progressive
- traditions, their mother tongue, their customs and habits and

S sai_-d,-haire had to hack their way through history with sword.

time like a granitic rock, they never bowed before hardships .

der to remove the intolerable yoke of the Turks, to defend

Albania’s soil from the rapacious intentions of the imperialist " -
powers and the covetous chauvinistic neighbors, to make’
Albania free and independent. :

Our great patriots, Naum. Veqgilharxhi, Zef Jubani, Abdyl
Fracheri, Naim Frasheri, Konstantin Kristoforidhi, Jani Vreta;
Pashko Vasa, Sami Frasheri, Ismail Qemali and others, gave
this movement a clear poibifl:ical platform whoge main.

objectives were:

1) To fighi for the independence of Albania and protect
Albanian soil from the rapacious intentiong of the chauvinist
neighbors, in very diverse ways: by spreading Albanian cul-

" ture, by opening Albanian clubs and schools, by creating the
© proper aiphabet of the Albanian language, by carrying om .
- ceaseless work in the coumiry and abroad to compel Turkey - ¢
. and other statés torecognize the lawiul right of the Albanian.
. people to Live free and independent and fo establish their

own national state. But the primary means, above all others,
wag to be the rifle of the Albanians themselves. In  his

" programmuatic thesis on «Albania, its past, its present and its
7 future» our great ideologist and patriot Sami Frasheri wrote:
-«Furkey grants nothing of its own free will and magnanimity,
Turkey prefers io lose Albania and partition it among its .

foes rather tham grant it a good and wise government which

would baild it up and embellish it and turn it into a progres- -
sive country like the rest of the worid, Therefore Turkey
©.will never grant the Albanians anything of ifs own free -
will. The Albanians musi acquire the things they want by

force, they should ask for them by words, but they mwmst, at

... the same time, have their rifles loaded». R
. 2, Upon liberalion of the country from the Turkish .

yoke there should be established in Albania a bourgeois

.- democratic palhamentary regime to make ecohomic and

g

elr'vary existence as a people with inexhaustible vitality:
; was on this sound unshakable basis that the brilliant period -
f Albantan revival developed, the period of the bread and
rgamzed movement for liberalion by arms and the pen in -




" gocial transformations, to do away with ignoramce and -the
- deplorable economic situation of the country, to do away .
with misery and devastating diseases, to open schools and
spread education, to segregate it from the church and the
3) To establish relations of friendship and collaboration
with the neighboring countries by respecting the territorial
integrity of one another, : ' '
«The Central Commiitee to protect National Rightse.
founded by our men of the national revival stated: '

«We earnestly desire to live in peace with cur neighbors,

Montenegro, Greece, Servia and Bulgaria. We demand and
claim nothing from them but we are totally resolved not to
yield an inch of what is our own. Keep your hands off from
Albanian territoryl» '

This correct platform and very progressive for that
period became the basis for national unity and for the orga~-

nization of the Albanian people for theg struggle for liberation: :

one of whose brightest pages was writlen by the Prizren

League founded in 1878, This League waged a three-year long. -
armed struggle in defense of Albanian territory which the

big powers intended to offer as a boon to the Balkan Staies

and raised its voice to separate Albania from Turkey, The =

Albanian national =
©7 . Government. The overwhelming forces of Turkish and:
European reaction brutally suppressed this movement of the
Albanians but they were not able to deflect the Albanian. .

Prizren League establithed the first

people from the road of using ali methods and . means to.
achieve freedom and independence. '

The struggle for national liberation was kept up . with

more vigor both in the country as well as abroad among the

Albanian emigrants, The flameg of the war for lberation .

spread throughout Albania from Cameria to Laberia, Hilba-
san, Tirana, Shkodra and Kosova, from the Adriatic shores
to Korga. The Albanian revolutionaries wrote in blood on
their revolutionary banner the martial watchword: «Liberty
or Death! Clandestine committees were set up to direct the

anian patriots in the country and abroad waged pa--
war of no less significance, namely, the struggle to.open.
1s and to elaborate the Albanian literature unintimidated
he cruel persecutions of the Ottoman authorities, The
ings and poems of Naim Frasheri, Ndre Mjeda, -
rasheri, Cajupt, Mihal Grameno and others illuminated the
oad to the Albanian people and urged them to take up arms
defense of liberty. - B PR
* Major uprisings burst forth throughout Afbania in the - -
ears 1910 to 1512. ‘ '
" Under these circumstances and faced with fresh danger |
‘from imperialist intentions to partition Albania, the duty of
roclaiming national independence had become a pressing and
‘decisive one. The masses throughout the country demanded

“siasm of the people reached its culminating peint when the
" news was epread far and wide that Ismail Qemal and a group
of other patricts had taken the initiative to call 2 mational
' convention in Vlora which would fulfill this age-long aspire-
" tign of our people. All the Albanian people rose In a body
"o support the National Convention and urge it to achieve
" thiz sacred mission. If was precisely this general support of

nions to secure for our people the historic triumph  of
November 28, 1912 S
" The proclamation of independence and the establishment
of the Albanian national sovereign state was hailed  with

ad made unheard of sacrifices. This event was also
' ned by progressive public opinion abroad. Our people,

" memory of the enlightened patriots with Ismail Qemal at
" the head, who hoisted the national red-and-bladk flag fifty
+ years ago in this heroic city of Viors, they will deaﬂy ;:l’ﬂ'is»h.

1t

“the immediate proclamation of. independence. The enthu-":-

the people that emboldened Ismail Qemal and his compa-

indescribable joy by the entire nation as one of the rmmost
brilliant pages of their thousands year history, as the -
substaniiation of their age long aspirations for freedom and.
independence for which they had shed vivers of blood and .

young and old will always cherish with deep admiration the




© the memory of all the freedom fighters who devoted all
their lives, sacrificing even their blood to the sacred. cause-

of niationa} liberation) | ' -
The newly established Albanian State began its exis~
tence under extremely difficult conditions. Under the
assumption that severred from Turkey Albania would be a
weak country unable to defend its liberty and rights, the
imperialist: powers and the chauvinist neighbors, Servia,
Greece and Montenegro, tried to chop it up and pafm:itioh it
among ‘themselves. The feudal chieftaing who had served as

a social basis and support for the domination of the Turkish .
invaders and who slill held leading positions, served also . .

;as a point of support for the imperialit and chauvinistic
_schemes following the proclamation of independence, As an
outcome of the negotiations between the imperialist powers

and. the neighboring chauvinistic cligues, the 1913 Conference |

of Ambaseadors did gross injustice to the Albanian people -
by chopping off whole regions to the south and to the north

of Albania, leaving over half of the Albanian people outside -

our nalional borders.

‘The imperialists revealed their beastly nature as sworn .. :

enemies of the Albanian people when they turned Albania
Into a battléfield where they fought their rapacious first
Worla War and when they decided in 1915 by the Secret’

- London Treaty, to efface our country from the map of Europe : -
But the Albanian

and .to partition il among themselves,
people frusirated their diebolic plans. The Albanians who -
had languished for nearly five centuries under the wvoke
of the Ottorman Empire, had a clearer notion " than anyoﬁé

else as to what it is like to live withput freedom and inde- o

pendence,
Better live an howr and free
‘ ?hun bwmdrggmﬁy-earg i slavery! &
This was the watchword of the liberation war of the

Albanian people in defense of national independence won
on November 28, 1912. '

At this perilous time when gloomy clouds had again

12

o

the Albanian sky, when the liberty and sovereignty. -
oftmg Albanian State were at stake, a great historical =
ool the old capitalist world from its roots — the Great
ber Socialist Revolution triumphed in Russia and set
.'?- first socialist state in the world and opened a hnew
pock in the history of mankind, the epoch of the downfall
f the capitalisi system and the triumph of socialism om -
world scale, The triumph of the October Revolution em-
dened cur people, too, and opened up brilliant perspectives
or the future of our Fatherland.

" By laying bare the brutality and the decrepitude of
Imperialiszm and iis perfidious and plundering nature the
‘October Revolution awakened the Albanian people too. The
publication by the Soviet Government, acting on ingtructions
from Lenin, of the imperialist secret treaties including the
‘London Treaty which partitioned Albania, exposed the
~whole backstage machinations of the imperialist states agaimst
lour country. ,
2. A wave of antifmperialist movement swept all over our
‘country. To forestall the jmplementation of the secret plans
:of the imperialist states to partition Albania,
-Congress was summened to meet in Lushnja in 1920 to give
‘notice to all the world that the Albanian people were de-
“termined to make any sacrifice and shed their last drop of.
blood in defense of the independence and territorial integrity
“of Albania. '

. The Aibanian people gave tangible proof of their de-
“germination at the legendary epic of Vlera in the summer of
‘the same year when Selam Musai and other Albanian heroes -

‘ern Albania, inlo the sea. They showed a similar determi-
natloh in their struggle against the chauvinistic troops of
‘the Servian monarchs during 1920 and 1921, whom they_'
ousied from the northern regions of our Fatherland.

. Through their heroic war against foreign foes and local

Jlegendary battles in defense of liberty, through their dogged -
- 13

a National

_drove the Italian imperialists, who had come to occupy south-

“4raitors, through the blood they shed in sireams in their -




de;hemmﬁan and unmnquemb&e spmt for vzctocry,. the

Albanian people frustrated the plundering plans of foreigners,
safeguarded the independence of their eountry, and compelled -
them to recognize the Aibanian National State. The whole world
was convinced that the Albanians were dead set on defending
the liberty and sovereignty of their country throughl thick -

and thin, that they prefered to die standing with arms, in
hand rather than live on their knees and without freedom,

that, so long as there was one single Albanian capable of
bearing a rifle, ihe spirit of liberty would never be curbed
in this land of heroes, that such people as the Albanians, -
brought up and tempemd like steel in the forge of sacred :
age-long battie for freedom, are unconguerable and wilf
sooner or later triumph over their enemies be they. ever sa

- pamerous and so powerful,

Fven after having won mational independence the Alba-~ -
nian people never laid down their weapens bui  continued -
their struggle to rid themselves of the oppressive rule of the
internal feudal chiefs who had been the main support of the
foreign occupants of Albania and who sucked the blood of .
the rank and file of the population for cenfuries at a stretch.
The anti-feudal struggle to establish democratic rule in the
country spread with lightning speed throughout Albania and’.
reached its acme in the bourgeocis-democratic revolution of .

June, 1924 which overithrew the dark forces of reaction and

established the anti-imperialist democratic regime, Albania.
became an important center of the revolutionary movement
throughout the Balkans. But alarmed by the growing impetus
and inflience of the revolutionary democratic movement in:
Albania, the monarchical ‘Jugoslav reactionaries, - in close:

collaboration with the internal reactionaries whom the de«

Iocratic regime had not dome away with completely,
suppressed Albanian democracy with fire and sword and.. -

brought their agent, Ahmed Zogu, to power in December
1624,

The establishment of Zogws deeply reactionary feud;ai.i
and bourgeols dictalorship opened a black period.in the his- _

i4

ry of Albania. The Albanian people became the ob]ectoé“
heartless exploitation and cruel oppression by the big landown-. -

ers. and the beurgeols merchants and their tyrannical regime:

" well as by foreign capital. Through his unpopular and
anii-national policy of the open door Zogu turned our coun- .~

try inlo a semi-colonia}l ephere of Italian imperialism. It was .
precisely this policy that led finally to the occupation of Al- '

bania by the Ifalian imperialists on April 7, 1930,

But 2 more powerful resistance was made impossible and. :
Albania farved woree again under bondage, The Albanian peo-

ple were again faced with the danger of extinction as a peo-
ple and as a nation. But our people would never stand to
- this. They had never been used to being subdued by foreigners

and, as a consequence, they were not subjugated by the

. Ttalian fascists either, leasi of all now that their naticnal con- .
" geiousness was deeply rooted in their hearts, Futile were the
© attempts of the fascist authorities and propagandists together
"~ with the Albanian traitors, to waylay the Albanian people

into accepting the humiliating yoke of the fascists which they '

" iried to describe as & movement to deliver the Albanian people’

from the anti-popular regime of Zogu and from the evil of
former times, The Albanian people dashed their hatred of

. fascism on their very face and, as ever, chose their glorious .
~ line of action, their line of combat for freedom, their 1me af i
~ honor which has always led them to success. ke
The Albanian people were living the most critical momefnt&;'" &
of their lives. The foe was numerous, powerful, cruel and: .

wily. Bui freedom is not achieved with hands crossed behind

" one’s back, The angry masses were up for a death struggle

with the faccists, they demanded that the invaders be ousted’

from Albanian soil. The anti-fascist movement of resistance .

kept growing frou: day to day. But at the outset this mrve-,
ment lacked its leadership, loyal to the end to the vital inte- .
rests of lhe peorle and of the Fatherland, resolved and ca-

pable of organizmg all the Albanian people for comboat and:
to lead them to victory. The circumstances of a revoiutionary:
situation that were created in our couniry as a result of the

15




fascist occupation, on one hand, and the entrance of the So-
 viet Union into the war against fascism, which created the -
putside conditions for the liberation of our Faihwrland from
fascist enslavement, on the other, made the setting up of such
a leadership imperative, The angry masses of our people found’

such a leadership in the Albanian Communist Party (now the
Albanian Party of Labor) which was founded on November
8, 1941,

This initlated a_ new stage in the war for liberation in

Albauia, and not only in the war but also as regards the fu- .
ture of our country. The Albanian Communist Party was the |
star that would illuminate the road of and would lead the

~ Albanian people to the highest peaks of freedom, to total

national liberation and to socialism.
Under the ieadership of the Party with Comrade Emrer

Hoxha at the head the Albanian people revived in the war

for National Laberation, the glorious epicy of Scanderbeg and
of the period of National Revival but, this time, with more

vigor and with an entirely new program. This war did not’
abm at liberating the country from the Italian and German . -
fascist occupation, at doing away with all foreign yokes and -

at restoring the full national independence alone, but it aimed - -
_at building a people’s democratic Albania, free of fascists,
{ree of kings, free of feudal and other bloodsuckers, where the .

workens would have all power in their hands and would be
complete masters of their own destiny.

The irreconcilable war without reserve led by the Alba~
nian Communisé Party against the fascist invaders and the

traitors to the country, gave rise to the founding of the Na- .

.. Honal Liberation Front (now the Democratic Front of Alba-
- nia} which jeined in its ranks all the revolutionary anti-fa-
-‘scist and patrictic forces of our people, the working class, thie
oring peasantry, the petty and medium bourgoeoisis of
ities, the popular intellectuals and all the patrioty of the
The history of our people has mever recorded such

nd orlgamzatlon in the war against the

e heroic War for National Liberation of the Aib.aﬂiaﬂ

hole- world and was upheld by the people who had saken

emy of mankind, the fascist aggressors. Our war found its .
powerful support, above all, in the Great Patriotic War of the -

Sovier Unien which played the leading role in smashlng the
wer of- Hitlerite Germany and its allies and rescuing the .
orld from the danger of fascist enslavement. Through its
historical victory in the Second World War the Soviet Union -
saved the Albanian people as well and made it possible for -

ihem to liberate their country from fascist occupation by he-
roic fighting and to set up the new Stdte of People’s Demo- -
cracy. The war against fascism tempered in blood the lasiing

" friendship between the Albanian people and the fraternal

Soviet people who, under the leadership of Lenin and Stalia,
have shown ihe world how to win and safeguard freedom and
how to bring about a happy life for the workers. ‘The Alba-
nian people will be grateful for life to the glorious Soviet
peoples, to the country of Soviets, to the famous Soviet Ar-

always withstand the vicissitudes of time and the atlacks af
enemies of every kind like our lofty mountains, .
' The Nationa] Liberation War of our people was crowned.

independence, Through bitter battles with the fascist inva~:
ders and traitors our people did away not only with impe~ __
rialist dominalion in Albania but also with the political rule
of the landlords and the bourgeoisie of the _gountry___'__l‘he

people, so few .in numbers, aroused the admiration of the

“arms in the great anti-fascist war against the common’ .

my and to the Communist Party of the Soviet Union for the ... =
* valuable help they have rendered them in liberating thelr . L
Fatherland from fascist bondage. Our friendship to the Soviet - - -
Union is lasting and unbreakable, it has withstood and will = -

with victory on November 29, 1944, Albania got rid of fa~ - -
. gclet invadersand the people’s regime was eS’sablished'thmughi- 7' :
out the country. It was the first time now that our people -
- felt themselves true masters in their own land of ancient origin. .
 bathed in the blood of their best sons and daughlers, it was - -
" the firsl time that they fully womn their nationa) freedom a.nd;




- expiolting classes of our -gountry, the feudai”iord..s, the chief-
 tains, the upper bourgeoisie, and the treacherous organiza~

tions, ~ the National Front and Legality, .. which represented -
thom; by their anti-national stand ag agents of foreign inva~.
ders, had. incurred the hatred of the Albanian peonp&e, who dmd '

short work of them as a whole,

- The liberation of the country, the overthrow of the odious.
rule of the fascigt invaders and of the exploiting classes and.
the establishment of the rule of the working dlasg in alliance:
with the revolutionary patriotic working masses guided by
one single party, the Albanian Commumnist Party, constituted.”
the basic circumsiances which énabled our country te sever.
connections. with the world capitalist system once and for all .
time; to sidetrack the road of suffering, rnisery and pain of

capitalist development and to embark all at once on the bril-

liant road of socialism which is the road fo the welfare of .
the broad masses of people and, at the same time, to the assu-~
rance of true liberty and sovereignty of our Fatherland. A new

life dawned for the Albanian people.
_ The -ardent degires and boldest aspirations of the great
thinkers and revolutionaries and of the entire people of Al-

banfa were fully realized on November 29, 1944 The objec- .
tives towards which the Albanians strove and shed their -
blood at the time of Scanderbeg and of the men of our na- .

- tional revival, in 1912 and ai the Battle of Viora, in 1924 and

during the war against the Italian and German fascist occur .

pation and against the tr"aito@s of the.country, were fmally
attained. -

. The ceaselesa strugglje of our people and the brnﬂmnt vie-
tory ihat t.hey attained on November 29, 1944 show in a very
convincing way that freedom and national independence are
never granted as a boon by either imperialist invaders or

local rulers. They are’won by the people united around a firm -

revolutionary leadership through flghtmg, beloodshed hard-

_shlps a:nd m,a.ny samfmes
L I )

"The glomaus 50th anniversary of the proclamation of the

mdepemdmoe of our Fatherland finds our country with an 18-

18

.expenence of popular rule During this perxod rad:LcaI:"'-i :

backward and greatly devastated by the wan.

'We'are celebrating the 50th anniversary of mdependence.
nd' the 18th anniversary of liberation not only in a free:
1d- sovereign but alse in a socialist Albania which forges
ts way speedily ahead towards prosperity, and culture,
iwards opulence and allround consolidation, The time when
‘Albania was pointed to as the mosi backward country in
Europe, belongs now to the past, We cannow face the world
ith pride and show what colossal progress, what rapid - and
radical changes can be brought about, what gigantic creative
‘power a people possess, be they ever so few in numbers as-
the Albanian people, when no imperial, feudal and capitalist
expleiters’ yoke hangs on their necks, when they are masters
of their own destiny. We are fully justified io be proud of -
our new socialist industry which produces today ~over. 27-
times as much as it produced in 1938. The city of Tirana alone .
turns out such an amount of industidal producticn which s
more than five times above the total prewar industrial pro-:
duction of the couniry. From a backward agrarian country -
which it was riot very long ago, Albania has now become an’
agrarian - industrial country well on the way to becomng an’
mzdusmal - agrarian one.

. We can also be proud of the progress scored in agmculturte o
Over 15 thousand hectares of virgin land were opened du-

of land were planted to grape vines, fruit and olive-trees,
undreds of kilometers of drainage and irrigation canals were -
opened, lens of sguare kilometers of marches were. drained.

formerly primilive, wag furnished with a sound material and
technical basis. During these 18 years we have carried -out:
two major revolutions in agriculture: the agrarian - reform,’ -
which put an end to the remnants of feudalism, and collecti--
-vization, which launched the Albanian countryside - on - the-

Y

snges have come about and colossal achieverments have beent
ed to transform' the aspect of our Fatherland, fonn&rly Pl

ring the second five-year period alone, thousands of hectares =~ -

and were turned to first class grain fields; our agripulture, .




" toad to socialism. Fhis brought shout a second major hictories
al achievement after that of November 20, 19445 that is

the establishment of the economic basis: of socialism in the,

city as well as on the countryside. The atfainment of this
goal did away with the exploiting classes in our country, pui
am; end for all time to the exploilation of man by man, -
The great. progress mads in industry, agriculture and
other sectors of economy was associated with speedy pro«
gress in training and bringing up cadres, in developing cul~

ture and education, in raising the living standard of the.
working masses, Ignorance, illiteracy, misery, epidemic di-

Seases, unemployment in Albania now pertain only to history.

Qur country boasts of about 6,000 cadres of higher training
and 21,000 cadres of middle-school training as contrasted with =
nearly 380 and 2,000 respectively it had before the war, One.

in every 5 persons attends school in the People’s Republic of
Albania at present. Due to the constant - care of the Party and
of the Government to raise the people’s welfare, due to the

elimination of numerous diseases that wrought havoe among.-

the people in the past and due to limitations on other diseases,
a considerable increase of nearly 50%,

have been set up from the time of liberation to this day to

house a population equal to the whole urban population of .
our country before the war, While the number of houses built
on the couniryside during the same pericd has been 74500,

housing 40% of all the rural families,

Today the working class of Albania which leads the way,
together with the cooperative peasantry and +the popular

intelligentsia, have set to work with unparalleled enthusiasm:

and impetus to eet up g complete 2ocialist society in eur country: :
which opens brilliant prospects for further and allround pro- -
gress of our Fatherland. These perspectives were clearly sef:

forth by the IVth historic Congress of the Party in the tasks
of building the complete material and technical basis of so-

cialism, in furthering the industrialization of the country, in..

intensifying agriculture, in furthering the cultural revolution

o

| of population was
‘recurded during the 15 years of people’s power, Buildings-.

sur country. The 3d five-year plan which constitutes a fur- "
er significant step on the road to building complete socialiom -
_' our country, envisages the allround development of our
ational economy and culture, the establishment of a "series
f'new major industrial schemes and numérous measures to

. The major successes which our country has achieved in a
relatively short period of time are due to the heroic endeavors -
and the tireless efforts of the Albanian people under the cor-
‘rect and far-sighted marxist - leninist leadership of our Par-
iy of Labor guided by its Central Committee headed by Com-
rade Enver Hoxha. In attaining these sutcesses our country
has at the same time had the assistance and support of the
fraternal peoples of the Soviet Union, as well as that of the
People's Republic of China and other socialist countries. The
“Albanian people have appreciated and appreciate this generous
agsistance as an expression of proletarian _ internatichalism,
which inspires and should always inspire the relations among
fraternal socialist covntries. .

We never lose sight of the fact that the Albanians have
‘achieved these succeSses having been compelled to live and
work under circumstances of geographical encirclement by
states which maintain a decisive hostile attitude towards our
socialist Fatherland, under circumstances of ceaseless anti -
Albanian activilies of the international imperialist reaction,
‘with that of the United States of America in the lead, as well
‘as that of the Jugoslav revisionists. The impeérialists,
Greek monarchical fascists and the Belgrade anti-marxist clique
have made many attempts since liberation, have organized
‘numerous provocations and deflections, have devised all
‘sorts of plots and intrigues, have hatched up various schemes =
in order to rob our people of their freedom and national in--
‘dependence, in order to deprive them of their révolutinnary.
Successes. But led by their Party of Labor, the Albaniaa peo-
ple, who have shed so much blood and have endured s6 many. -
privations in order to attain freedom and to establish the peo: ...

the




ple's regime, have not allowed nor will ever allow that these
things be {rampled upon by foes, whoever they be, under
whalever form and guice they may appear. Whoever has dared
to ; raise his hand againgt our socialist Fatherland. has had
to withdraw before the determination and the force of our
vigilant people who are always prepared to defend their
achievements and their future. Thie time has - already passed by
when the imperialists and the chauvinists treated Albania asa
trade vommodity. With their Party at the head, the Albaman

pecple have frustrated and will always frustrate the plans of .

the foes of the Feople’s Republic and of the Party of Labor
uf Albania. Albania is a socialist country, it is' a member of
the eocialist camp and of the Warsaw Treaty. The Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of Albania pursues a consistent
peaceful policy in its relations with the neighboring states,
with states of different social systems, it pursues a policy of

peaceful coexistence, of good neighborhood and of mutual

respect. We have never harassed now will ever harass anyone
but we have always been and will be determined to defend

our Fatherland from any oulrage wherever it may come from. -

Our glorious Army has the necessary force and means to Je-
fend our sccialist Fatherland from any eventual aggressor.

The solid unity of the Albanian people with their Party ‘
of Labor, its Ceniral Committee and Comrade Enver Hoxha |

has been and continues to be the warranty for freedom and
national independence, for the establishment of the power of

the people and for the attainment of successes in their crea- -
tive and peaceful efforts to build socialist society, for preser-. -

ving them intact and for furthering socialist construction in
our country. This unity is an historical achievement, it is
leavened in the heat of the National - Liberation War and in

the endeavors to build socialism in our country, it ig tempered .

iy -blood and strife, it iy steeled in ceaseless battle with

imperialism and its agent, modern revisionism. It is based on-

~ the marxist - leninist policy of our Party, a policy which is
fully compliant with the highest interests of our Fatherland
and of our people as well as with the interests of socialism
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"ough.out the world. It is in this marveluus wmty that ol
power rests. : .
o It iz in clash with this solid umty that the dlabohc schemes’
of the imperialists and - of the Jugoslav revisionists have
met with their doom. It is in clash with this unity that the
daydreams and pressures of Nikita Khrushchev and his re-

visionist group against the Party of Labor and the People’s

Republic of Albania were shattered.

- By safeguarding this unity as the a_pple of ouir eyes and.-
by strengthening it, the Party of Labor of Albania is, at the

same lime, waging a war of principle in preserving and con-

solidating the marxist - leninist unity of the socialist camp

and of the international communist and workers movement,
“which constitytes one of the main springs of our force in the

war against the common imperialist enemy, on the road to the

common objective, the triumph of socialism and communism.

That is why our Party hag always strictly observed and con~

tinues to observe the prindples of proletarian internationalism = ©

which govern the relations among socialist states and com~
munisi and workers parties, it has preserved and continues to
pregerve these principles with highest determination  against.

' distortions and dissentient activity of the modern revisionists.

- The revisionists, the Titoite clique and Khrushchev's

. group and their followers included, are attacking with - fury .

the Party of Labor of Albama because our Party wages a de-
termiried and unyielding ‘war against imperialism headed by -

g Amerz,can imperialism, against their warmongering and aggres.

sive acts, because our Party defends on principle the revo-

luLmrLary teachmgs of marxism - leninism from revisionist

distortiong and carries on an irreconcilable war against the '

- anfi-marxist and dissentient viewg and deeds of the revision-' -
- ists, because it had the courage to reject the opportunist and

capitulating line of N. Khrushchev's group and did not suc- -
cumb tc his threats, pressures and blackmail. Thie revisionists

-have long since lost sight of the leninist principles of the par-
. ty and have nc other means of fighting revolutionary marx-

Ism - leninism than blatant. slanders, blackmail and repulsive




plots. But the slanders and the maneuvers of the revisionists

~ are doomed to meet with disgraceful failure in face of life

ar.d facts, in face of the incontestable truth of marxism - le--

niniem. And that is what is actually happening. The commu-

nists and people of different countries are getting it home to
them ever more ciearly as to who really stands {or marxism--

. leninicm, for proletarian internationalism and for the 1957 and

1960 Moscow Declarations and who have slid away and are-

continaally sliding further away from them, who, in reality,
are defending the unity of the socialist camp and of the in-

ternational comununist movement and who are sphitting it -
That is why the suthority of the Party of Labor of Albania |

and the respect for it, are speedily growing among the com-
munists and workers throughout the world while the Ju-
goslav renegates, N. Khrushchev’s group and all modern re-
. visionists are being daily unmasked and isolated, The total

vietory of revolutionary marxism-leninism and the total

defeat of revisionism are 1_nev1table

Cpmra&es!

Thanks to the correct marxist - leninist line of their Par-

ty of Labor; the Albanian people have attained great sucoess
in building their happy life, socialism, in the allround confo-

lidation of the inlermal and international position of our so- .
. cialis{ Fatherland. Better days and fresher triumphs lie ahead-

" . for the Albanian people, There is no force in the world to stop
our march ahead. Whatever circumstances may arise, however .
hard and complicated they may be, we will triumph uhxle

our enemies will meet with defeat after defeat.

" But this’ does not 1ull the Albanian people to :sleep, on -

the contrary, it sharpens their revolutionary alertness. Expe-
rience itself hag taught the Albanian people never to forget
-that the imperialists never give up their efforts to hamper the
.. Socialist countries in their peaceful work, they never give up

- their plan and strategy to split and destroy the world socialist. -
:gystem, to put an end to- every anti-imperialist hberahng

a.

- movement and to establish their rule over 2l the world. So long
as imperialism exists the danger of war and aggressjon exists
also. The imperialists, with the Americang at the head, have
been and will always be aggresgors, perfidious and sworn
¢nemies of the freedem and national independence of peo-

ples. This is borne out by the events that have taken place
and continue to lake place in the world especially in recent
times. Whereever you turn you will comme across plots, pro- .
vocations and blockades, you will come across the gory hand
of imperialism trying to undermine the socialist states and to
regain the positions they have lost in the mewly emancipated
countries,

It iz in vain that the modern revisionists try to embellish
caplitalism, to describe the American and other imperialists -
and their leaders ag «realists» that «show concern about
maintaining peace» ete, Kennedy’s aggresmve and warmaonger-~ -
ing acfs against revolutionary Cuba, which constitute a se-
ricus menace 1o the revolutionary movement  of liberation
throughout the world, to the security of peoples and gener- .
al peace, disprove most clearly the dangerous pacifist  jHlu-
sions which the revisionists proclaim far and wide, and de-
monstrate in a convincing way, that imperialists, especially
the American imperialists, are today more -aggrescive, more

warmongering, more reactionary and more dangerous than

ever, that they are more prone than ever to embark on crazy
adventures that may cause unheard of suffering and misery -
to mankind, if the peaceloving peoples, the countries of the -
powerful socialist camp, in the first place, do not. take firm

steps and rise in a body to halt the dash and stay the hand
of the warmongering imperialists in time. Only the credu-

lous, traltc-rs cowards and demagogues can eing praises 1o

the policy  of capitulation before the blackmail of the Ame-
rican imperialists and demand that heroic Cuba capitulate
and submit to the gictates and supervicion of the Americen
1mpemahsts orily such people can call Kennedy's false pledges
not to atlack Cuba ag a «diplomatic succeSs» although
Kennedy has always and even in his recent statement on Nowv-
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ember 21, sajd that the Unifed States of America. will not :

. give up their counter-rrevolutmnary intentions and acts
towards Cuba. ' '

But the plans of the imperialists in Cuba will certainly’

meet with failure. The heroic Cuban people under the guid-
ance of their great leader Fidel Castro will never ‘tolerate

the imperialists and revisionists to smother ther revolution.
They are hundred per cent determined to defend their liberiy.

and independence under all circumstances and will finally
and most assuredly win over the imperialists. All the peoples
of the world are on the side of Cuba and they are risen in
defense of the revolution in the «fiery island-. Cuba has today
become a symbol of the struggle for freedom. The sacred

cause of the Cuban people is the cause of all p»rogmesswe man- .

kind. Socialist Cuba will triumnph!

In these moments of hardship, the Albanian people taught -

by experience are very well aware of what it means to be
fighting in defense of freedom, therefore, guided by the prin-
ciples of proletarian internationalism, they are by the side of
the heroic fralerna] Cuban people and express them their
unwavering flery and unreserved solidarity.

In our days the imperialists and reactionaries of every
‘hue and color are pointing their fists to another socialist

country, to the great People’s Republic of Ching, which,-
through itg magnificent sucoess in building socialist society, -

through its rélentless war against imperialist aggressors and
warmongers in defense of peace and the security of peoples

- as well as throrugh its firm support for the revolutionary and.

liberation struggles of peoples in Asia, Africa, Latin America
and elsewhere, has become an msupecrab}e obstacle to  the
plundering and warmongenng p&a.ns of the impenialists, of
the American imperdalists, in the first place, a radiant torch-

_ bearer of the revolutionary, national-liberation and. demo-
- cratic mevement of the world. The modern revisionists have.
‘.. in fact joined in the reactionary attacks against the Peoplets

‘Republic of China. Joining in the chorug of the imperialists
and. Indian reactionaries, they are trying to present People’s

-.Ch:ina as an aggressor especially in the Sino—Indian horder
-confliet. g

For our people as well as focr all progressive peoples and
individuals in the world, it is plain that we are here faced
with a nasty provocation of the Indian reactionaries and a
plot devised and supported hy world imperialism, headed
by American imperialism which is now making no secret of
its participation in the organization of the aggression against
the People’s Republic of China but is openly supplying the .
Indian reactionary circleg with large contingents of .arms and

. other war material in order to keep the conflict going.

'Progressive public opinion throughout the world denounce
the dangeréus provocation of the imperialists and of the
Indian reaclionaries and uphold the great People’s Republic

_ of China considering it as a primary duty in defense of Werd
" peace.

Pursuing a consistent policy of peace and peaceful co-
existence, the Government of the People’s Republic of China
has made frequent endeavors and constructive proposals 1o
settle the Sino-Indian border issue in a peaceful way, But
Nehru’s Government has rejected them. Regardless of this, the

‘Government of the Peoplé’s Republic of China decided

recontly and unilaterally to put an end to armed hostilities
all along the Sino - Indlan border and withdraw its troops 20
km from the line of control that existed on November 7, 1959
with the purpose of crealing more favorable conditions tq
start peaceful talks on, setfling the Sino - Indian border issue.
Thig is another living proof of the consistent peaceful policy

_of the Government of the People’s Republic of China and a

heavy blow on the attempts of the imperialists and of the
Indian reactionaries to atiribute aggressive and warmongering
intenlions to the Government of the People’s Republic of
China,

Our people like all progressive mankind hail this impor-
tant peacect‘ul initiative of the Governmeni of the fraternal
Peop e’s Republic of China and expresg their unshakable con-~
viction that its just cause will triumph and that the imperial-
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. dsts, the veactionariés' of varioug kinds, the revisionists and:
" all the enemies of the great Chinese people and of peace will @

meet with shameful defeat. The glorious People’s Republic

of China will live and attain rapid progress for the good of
the cause of soclalism and of commumsm of peoples and of

paace and to the dismay of foes.

Imperialism Is as cruel as it is weak. Having received re-
peated. deadly blows since the triumph of the Great October -

Secialist Revolution until now it is making desperate efforts
to regain the positions it has lost. But nothing can rescue it

from perdition, Peoples are not inlimidated by the pressures, '

fhreats and the atomic weapons of the imperialists. Nor are

they waylayed by revisionist appeals for reconcilialion with .

the bloodthirsty imperialists, Contrary to what the imperial-

ists and modern revisionists desire and prophesy, the gene--
ral crisis of capitallsm is imminent, the different contradic--

tions within this system are getting more and more acute
the forces of socialism are growing from day to day,
oppressed peoples are uniting, are organizing themseives, are
taking vp arms and are rising in battle against oppression and
misery, in defense of freedom, democracy, socialism and peace

*.in the entire world. The hour of the complete downfall of -
. the odious imperialist system and of the triumph of soca.ah&m

thmughnut ihe ‘world is approaching!
o Comrades!

" The 50th anniversary of the proclamation of independence

" which we ars commemorating today is finding our Father- -
80~

... land,. the' People’s Republi¢ of Albania, a flourishing
- cialist country sironger than ever. The November 28 and 29
*. festivities will find our country ever more beautiful, ever
© more prosperous and ever more powerful. A happy future llES

7 apead for our people.
United as a single body around thelr Party of Labor and.

faithfully pursuing the correct line it lays ou: for them, the
-Albanian people will spare no efforts, not evsa their blood,

8

the

need be, to defend and comsolidate from day to day our
socialist Fatherland, free and sovereign, they will march
: rm and unfaltering stepu ever ahead on the road to cornplete
socialism and communism.,

*. Leng lwve the glorious 50th anniversary
:matm:n of our naticnal independence!

" Long live the heroic Albanian people, who hold proudly .
‘aloft the banner of freedom, peace and socialism om
Zriatic shore! ‘

Long live the Party of Labor of Albania, the instigator,
‘organizer and guide of the great historical achievemcats of
our people and its Central Comnuttee with Comrade Enver
Ho*{ha at the head!

Praise to marxism . leminism.!

of ihe procla-
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MEHMET SHEHU

. President of the Council of Ministers of the Peoples
Republic of Aibama

SPEECH DELIVERED ON NOVEMBER 28, 1962 AT

THE BIG RALLY IN VLORA ON THE OCCASION OF THE
50th ANNIVERSARY OF THE. ALBANIAN INDEPENDENCE -

People.of Vieral

Brothers and Sisters!

Allow me to convey to you and to all the Albanian people
the most vehement greetingg and fiery good wisheg .of
the Central Committee of the Party, of the Presig'um of the
People’s Assernbly, of the Council of Ministers and of the Ge-
neral Council of the Democratic Front on the oceasion of our

great festivities, the 50th antiiversary of the proclamation of

national independence and the 18th anniversary of liberation
from the foreign yoke. > ‘
The Albanian people celebrate these two historical dates

as people who have never begged their liberty but who have
wont 1t at the point of the bayonet, as people who have had -

to hack their way through history by fire and sword. Our
people enjoy the right to be proud of their past before the
higtory for it has never seen them abashed during the stormy
centuries; history may have seen us despised and oppressed
but never subdued and crestfallen, it has sesn us bleeding
but never kmeeling, famished but never begging, poor but
generous, kind towards friends but harsh towards foes, good
shots at the target of treachery and vigilant guardians of
Eounor, of the Pledged Word, of the Fatherland and of Li-
bextty..

oo

. -Our people have come to these historic festivities  with.
cheer and singleness of heart, with hands full and happy, with:
“the pick in one -band and the loaded rifle in the olher, with
“sleeves turned up and hawkeyed, united ag one body around.
our heroic Party, our Party that knows no defeat but scores.
victories, thai places nothing above the interests of our peo-
: ple and of marxism - leninism, the gifted pilot of the desliny
of our people who are led with loyalty, courage and determi-
~nation to the highest peaks of history, to scclalism and com-
~munism, by the militant staff, ita Centra] Committee head-
‘ed by its founder a.nd beloved teacher, Comrade Enver.
- Hoxha. - '
. Fifty years ago, on Novwam-ber 28, 1912, the fiery patriot
cand great scion of thie Albanian people, Ismail Qemali togeth-
-er with his fellow fighters for freedom like Luigj Gurakugi,
Dom Nikoll Kacorri, Pandeli Cale, Baba Dud Karbunara,
~Vehbi Dibra, Murat Toptani and others, raised exactly in
this square where we are gathered teday, the Flag of Scan-
derbeg, proclaimed national independence, the rebirth of the
- sovereign independent Albanian State, :
@ The Proclarmnation of Nationz) Independence on Nowvem-
- ber 28, 1912, was not a formai political act or the result of
political combinations of the imperialist powers, Our Naticn-
al Independence was not born on the backstage or in the
- lobbies of London or Paris, of Rome or Washington: it was
- born on the lofty highlands of ou country, the only loyal time
long ally of our people in their struggle for freedom and inde-
‘ pendence, it was born in heroie Viora, a hotbed of Albanian
- patriotism, it was thelogical upshiot of the uninterrupted ‘age-
-long siruggle of the Albanian people against Ottoman domi-
. nation. No one granted National Independence to {he Alba-
- nizn people as a boon, but they won it by shedding thsi ora.
blood. _
.- The Albaman people are of an ancient origin and boast
-of a hwtory of thousands of years. They withstood the trials
of time and history: our people have fought throughout their
- lives for their own existence, no turmoil of centuries could
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exterminate them from the face of the globe and here they -
stand now in full bloom, free, happy, steeled and ever ready

to withstand other trials and hardships fully confident that

they will, as always, come off victorious, History itself is a
wilness of the vigor and vitaiity of our people. Only those of:
tofly virtues can withstand the trials of time. Love of fresdom’

and the determination to prefer to die standing rather than
iive on berided knee, the courage and daring te look the enamy
. in the eye and not flinch, to face ali risks with open chest and

never show the foe your back, honor, the. pledged word and.

hospitality, conduct in life that commands the respect of

friends and foes alike - these are the lofty virtues always typic.

al of the Albanian people, That is why they survived with~

standing ali the great trialg of time, that is why, although few
in nuwnbers, they stood their ground, they foaght and they .

won safeguarding their own existence, their honor, their moth.
er tongue and their freedom ag a people and as a nation.
'The Albanian people had to shed rivers of blood to attain

November 28, 1812, What hardships hag this land of ours

had tc endurel What harsh witness these isf'y mountains of

ovTs bear in the tribunal of our age-long hisiory! Cur peorle *

accuse: they accuse Ceafarg and Sultans, the swastica aad the
fasces, the Washington wizard and the preseni Trogsn Lorse!
Time has meted out their doom to some of them; the others

are awaiting thair turn which will ceriainly come for time is

mercilesy to the enemies of the peoples and the peopies are

the greve-diggers of their enemies. Our people have seen and.

~are watching how their enemies are marching towards their

graves and have made it a habit to take an active part in'

their entombiment.
Thousands upon thousands of the song and daughters of

our country have laid down. their lives in the age longstruggle -
for freedom. Today we bow before their fombz and -their

memory before this nationsal shrine with-the deepest gralitude

and respect for the blood they shed for freedom, for

without their self-abnegation the path of the history of our

people to November 28, 1912, and to November 28, 1944 would-

~

B -

ot have been hacked. Praise fo the memiory of our heroes
. people and the Fatherland!

- waged his legendary 25-year-long war, kept the ruthless hordes " :
. of the Sultans at bay, defended the independence of the ~ -

- Fatherland and the honor and dignity of the Albanian peo- -

. ple with, pluck end courage, rescued European cdivilization.
- from the impending danger of Qttoman brutality wita onty
.the tenacity of the Albanian people and the fastness of Al-
- banian mountains to depend on, Scanderbeg’s legendary

hat laid down their lives in defense of the Liberty of the. "

Five centuries ago our national hero, great Scanderbeg‘_

baitles became a source of inspiration for our people in their
age-long struggle for freedom, became a magnificent exampie:

- of militant patriotism, of heroism and of excep_tionaL abi-
- lity of a great captain who by his tactical and sirategic ge-"

nius showed the whole world how a people, few in numbers,

vhow an army, limited in size, can fight and score histoﬂc__
< triumphs against an’ enemy ever and many tlmes superior in
- numbers and means.

The Albanian people continued their armed hostilitles

.against Turkish domination, for the liberty of their Father--

land, after Scanderbeg’s death as well, After Scanderbegs
death the Oftoman invaders succeeded in occupying our

. country but they never succeeded in- subjugating our peo-
" ple. Albanja bhecame an abysmal grave for Turkish soldiers. -
- Frequenl and innumetable were the ermed. uprisings: and-
_ hostile activities of our people against 'I'urkﬂsh doemmataon
whlch lasted for about 450 years.

© Omne of the most brilliant pages of the h:story oof ourpeopﬂe '
was written by the heroic exploits of our great men of the

- Renaissance for the freedom of the Fatherland. At the time =
 when the accumuldted hatred of our people for the century '
~ long énslavement was at ifs height, when the hearts of the
Albariians were craving for freedom the great torch-bearers -

of our National Revival like Naum Vegilharwhi, Konstantin :

Kristoforidhi, Pashko Vasa, Thiraj Mitko, Jani Vreto, Abdul -

Frasheri, Sami Frasheri, Naim Frasheri, -Ismai]l Qemali and




hundreds of other patriots of the period of nationai re'\;1val'

nemlevewd a valuable contribution, by pen and sword, to pull-
ing our eountry from darkness, to strengthening the nation,
al comscience of the people, to leading our people towards
'the 1ndependence of our Fatherlamd through an armed up-

.. rising of. the people against the invaders of the counnry
‘We are proud of our people of our national revival be-

cause they were the standard-bearens of fmaedom, the embo- °

diment of the h.lghesrt inferests of the people and of the Fa-.

therland, because they frustrated the numerous mtngues and
plots of our foes and raised the consciousness of thie people to

- . the height of the great. hictoric task of overthrowing the

yoke of forelguers by force, because thefy peinted out io 'Lhe
praople the road to freedom and independence, the road which

they illuminated with: their lofty, inspiring, paﬁrloﬁ:lc Cand

warhke example

be writings and ideas of our great men of the Re-
na’ ss_e.nrJe are permeated throughout with an ardent love for =
conntry, for people, for freedom, for the ancestral and beau- -

tiful Albanian tongue, for the highly cherished qualities of
fidelity, hospitality, valor and lofty patriotism. of the Alpba-

nians, they are permeated with hatred towards every enemy -

of Albania and with the determination to face every danger
and foe.

The shots fired agamst the: Turklslh invading army by .

the fighting bands of our men of the renaissance under the
leadership of Cergis Topulli, Mihal Grameno, Themistokli Ger-

menji, Spiro Belkameni, Ded Gjo Luli, Isa Buletini, Bajram

Curri, Sali Butka and many others sounded the call to arms

for all the people against the Turkish yoke for the freedom. of :

the Father]land.

The patrloftlc explon:s of our men of the r*enalssanoe will
stand forth as a majestic monument of the history of our peo-
ple, an inexhaustable spring of inspiration for us and for the

coming generations to safeguard freedom, to bring about hap— :

piness ahd prosperity to the peop&e
The historic. significance of the Proqla,matmn of our Na-
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tional Independence rests on the fact that on November 28,
1912 the Albanian people came off victorious from their age
long struggle and showed the world that even a people few,
in numbers like the Albanians can face the hardships of life,
that they can pretect and preserve intact their best customs
and habits, and lofty virtues, their mother tongue, their hon-
or and their individuality es a people and as a nation, that
they can come off triumphant and win their freedom if they
are dead set on fighting to the last for their own freedom
even when their enemies and invaders are superior in num-
bers and more powerful. November 28, 1912 wrote in gold-

_en letters on the pages of history: «Bondage, oppression and

tyranny come and dwindle away like dew, but this msuper—
able people will never, never pass away!»

* The Proclamation of National Independence fully half
a century ago, was, in truth, the greatest historic victory of
the Albanian people up to that time, but it dld. niot put an end
1o the hazards our newly-born Albanisn State had to face.
It had to face the intrigues, snares and plots of the imperial-
ist great powers and the chauvinist rulers of the neighboring
states. Great injustice was done to Albania when the impe-
rialist great powers settled its territorial boundaries in 1913.
Te satiate the chauvinistic eravings of Servid and Greece the .
Great Powers left half of the Albanian territory and people
on the other gide of the boundaries of - our Father-
land: Kosova and -other r»eg:lo:ns which thley offered as a
gift to Servia and Catneria which they presented to Greece.
And through, their 1915 Secret Treaty of London the impe-
rialist big powers decided to partition Albania among Ser-
via, Greece andItaly. Finally Albania was ran over dumng
the First World War by the great -warring powers,

But the Albanian people did not lay down their weapons,
they kept up their fraditional warlike struggle in de-
fense of their liberty and their very existence. The 50-year
period from the proclamation of national mdependence to -
this day is the richest pemod of hmtomcal events of the des—
tiny of our people.
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- The Sun of Liberty pierced the biack ciouds of. the glooniy

sky of the First World War and shone over all mankind on -
" November 7, 1917, the Greas October Socialist ‘Revolution

triumphed and the first gocialist state of the world was founds
ed by the Great Lenin. This event marked a tum in the his-

tory of mankind, shook the world imperialist system from its-

roots and opened the road to the triumph of socialism and of

communism in the world. The rays of the Great October Sun
warmed the hearts of all the oppressed peopleg of the world,

they reached as far as our mountains and warmed the hearts
of the Albanian. people, Lenin became the first great and
loyal friend of the Albanian people right after the estab-
lishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat in Russia, he

drew out of the czarist archives and published the secret.ra-

pacious Treaty of the Great Powers of 1915 on the partition
of Albania, unmasked the imperialist plans against Albania

and raised his voice in defense of the rights of the Albanian -

people. Great patriots like Bajram Curri, Avni Rustemi. and,
others saw in Lenin’s person the savior of the Albanian peo-

ple. Lenin is the Father of the true internationalist friend. |

ship between the Soviet and the Albanian peoples. Quy Party
set up and guided by Great Lenin’s immortal teachings

wrought this friendship in Lenin’s way and became a warranty

‘to keep it intact and perpetual,

. 'The Battle of Vlora in 1920 is a brilliant epic of the pa- . |
irlotic peasantry of Viera and Rurveleshi, of Tepelena and -
Mailakastra, of all the Albanian people who turned Vlera .
into 2 grave-pit for the Italian army and liberated the coun- -

try as a whole. The Italians were reluctant to withdraw. from
Viora and Tepelena, they intended-to keep a bridgehead for

the occupation of the whole Albania, Victor Emanuel and his -

- General Staff coveting the land and resources. of others, eager

to swallow. up Vlora and the whole of Albania, squatted square -

down on.our land and took it for _gram»éﬂ that the «shep-
herds~ of Albania, as they called us. then, would. be an easy
prey and would acquiesce to the Italian yoke. This is the mis-
take that all aggressors and invaders of Albania make when
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they have been reluctant to learn ‘rheif 1&5@ fromd history,

- But history is a cruel judge for those who make light of it.

In 1920 the Albanian patriots under the example set by
Selam Musai and Dule Dajlani, Zigur Lelo and Muilla Halimi,
Caush Mehmeti and Hodo Zeqiri and by hundreds of other
heroes, pounced upon the barbed wires and Italian trenches,
«seized the cannon by the nozzle- and fought with «dry bread
in their knapsacke», with «<hatchets and poniards» with «rifies
iled to a-string~ unti] they drove the foe headlong into the
sea

Bourgeois Europe wondered how it could be possible that

~he Albanians, lecking weapons, untrained for modern war-

fare, not enrolled in a regular army, without commanders
graduated from academies and tens of times fewer in num- '
bers than the regular Italian army, armed to the teeth, should
fight and beat the Italians. The victory = of the Albanian
people at Viora was further proof of the vitality of the
people, of the stimulus of patriotism. It showed that there
is no force of arms or of armies that can down people who
are determined to defend their freedom to the last. There-
fore Selam Musa’s fist was more irresistable than the Italian’s
cantnon, 70-year old Zyber Beitos Kudhesjoli's staff was
stronger than the enemy’s machine gun which he seized by .
the nozzle; therefore «the Albanians charged and Piacentini
turned to his heels». ' ' ' '
As a result of our victory 'at the battle of Viera Alba-
nia got again rid of foreign invaders. :
. Our people have fought not only against foreign inva-
dets but also against the oppressive and: exploiting classes
of the country. The democratic uprising of our people in
1924 showed the political maturity of our working masses,
their revolutionary pluck, their determination io rid them-
selves of feudal exploitation and to safeguard the Treedom
and sovereigniy of their Fatherland from jmperialist intru-
sion. It had a revolutionary, democratic, anti-feudal and anti-
imperialist character. . '
But the 1924 revolution was suppressed by feudal chief-

37




tain Ahm.ed Zogu at the haad y which - the

Servian, monarch had placed at his dispesal and the all

mund asmstan"e of the big 1mpemah$ti

Ahmed Zogu's ascendecy to.power: shnwedr ‘the Alba-

nian people that the exploiting classeg’ would’ ra.ther sell their
countiy off ‘to any foreign imperialist and: rsachona.ry power

- than risk the overthrow of their regime by the working mass-

es. Ahmed Zogu sold the interests of Albania; - paved the
way to the Italian fascists and plunged Albania into the tra-

gedy of April 7, 1939. when Albama " was overrun by’

- Musselini's troo-ps

~ Although betrayed and disarmed, depmved of protecnon '

and of leadership, the Albanian peuple fought against the
fascist divisions «with grip and teeth». The volley of Mujo
Ulginaku's machine gun on the Durres quay against Musso-
lini’s cruiser on April 7, 1939 sounded the battlecry for the
Albanian people to rise up in arms against the fascist inva-
ders, it initiated the most glorious epic of our people, the

war for nationa] Iiberation which burst forth with in- .
creasing fervor throughout Allbania till the complete 1iberation ¥

of the country from the fascist yoke.

The occupation of the country by fascist Ttaly was fraught
with exireme danger for the Albanian. people, for Italian
fascism intended to exbterminate yg from the face of the globe
as a people and nation, That is why our people fought
against fascist invaders with might and main,

History had taught our people a great lesson: in order

te crown their siruggle with real and lasting victory the

penple had first to set up from their own ranks a revolutio-

nary leadership that would stand for the interests of the -

people to the end, and the real National Independence can
only- exist when the state machinery of the exploiting classes

is erushed and the working mafeces establish thmr own de-

maeratic and revolutionary regime.

The founding of our Party by the Albanian communists
under the leadership of Comrade Enver Hoxha on November
8, 1941 marked a decisive turn for the destiny of our people.
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Our glorious Party born not in the cushioned divans of glitter-
ing halis but in the darkness of illegality under ‘the
thunder of partisan shots against the Italian fascist invaders,
led or. ifs ever correct marxist - leninist line by its Central
Committee with Comrade Enver at the head, grew up from
its infancy with rifle in hand, wrestled with the enemy right
from the start, was tempered in hard battles with numerous
and ruthless foes, became the Party that secured the Alba-
nian people three historic victories: the victory. in the War
for National Liberation, the victory in socialist reconstruction
under capitalist enc1rc1emernt and the victory in the smggle
against modern revisionism. It is a great luck for our people

and Party that the latter, is. Headed by Comrade Enver, 1ts

founder and leader, right from the beginning, :
Cur Party togk firm hold of the banner of Scanderbeg

and of our men of national revival right at the start, rallied

the people around it in the armed Natjonal - Liberation war
against the fascist invaders and the traitors to the: oountry
in defense of the freedom and independence of the Fathei-
land, for a people’s democratic Albania.

Under the guidance of the Albanian Commumsrt Party
our war for national liberation brought to the'fore as never
before the lofty virtues of our people: their fiery. patriotism '
and‘s.t“'eeiglike will power, their age-long valor and highly mi-

_ litant spirit, their irreproachable conscience and political ma-

turity, their unbounded love for the country and passion for

. ffeedom, their hatréd for the enemy and the military. slmil] B

to down them and score a victory over them.

At the call of our Party the nations] - hberatlon war
burst forth like a voleano all over Albania, all the people
yourlg and old, women and pioneers, workers and peasants,
all jeined in without exception. It is hard to find a highway
or a pass, a hill or a mountain, a plain or a valley, a village -
or & town or even a foot of Albanian soil which has not
been ravaged by the war, which has mot been stained with
the ifmocent and sacred blood of the legendary partisans whe -
silenced Mussolini’s machine gun fire with- their breasts, who -
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' Imocked dqwn -Hit;‘aer’s-.{tanksr_ with their fists, Our partlsams,
glants’ of liberty, fought with unparalleled heroism against -

the picked divisions of fascigt Italy and nazi Germany
and routed the enemy to free the Fatherland, just as Scander

did, just as Naim wished, just as Selam fought for, just as”

the Party led. With the hard earth as their «bed», with the

bowlders ag their «pillow~ with the open sky as their «blan- -
ket», with gunpowder as their «bread-, with the fist as their
weapon, with Stalin as their friend, the’ herolc partizans |
pounced upon the enemy like lions, snatched the weapons
away from him, raised aloft the banner of Scandembeg: and
- Ismail Qemali, brightened every cottage and house, kindled
the hearts of the Albanian people with the rays of the star. -
..+ of freedom, of socialism and of communism, followed in the
- wake .of the herolsm of Qemal Stafa and Vojo Kushi, Perlat .
Rexhepi.and Vaso Kadia, of Misto Mame and Koci Bako and |
- of thousands of other heroes who laid down their lives in -
~ the field of battle until they brought death to fascism and

freedom 1o the people on November 28, 1944,
We paid dearly for the .war- of national liberation: about
8% of the population were killed or wounded, about one-

~fourth of the’ niu_nber of houses of the peasants were razed :
to the ground, in addition to the havoc raised in the, citles, .

‘all the lines and means of communication were totally

destroyed, over one-third of the livestock perished and the en- . |
tire economy of the country was put out of gear. Albania was. |

filled with graves and ruins,

But the blood shed during the war for nationa] _lfbera- |

tion wag not shed in vain. On November 29, 1944 the Alba-
nien people scored final victory over their enemies from

- abroad and at home, Albania became a fully independent -
State, the oppressed and exploited classes became the ruling .

class and the people became masters of their own destiny
and the people’s regime was established on the ruing of the
regime of the fascist invaders and the homé reactionaries
This marked the great turn in the history of ocur people, it
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upened the broa

people. - .
The historic triumph of the glorious Soviet Army over
the Hitlerite armieg in the Second World War was the de-

cisive outer factor that made the victory of our national -

Iiberstion war possible. By aligning our national liberation

- war with the great patriotic war of the Soviet Uniwn our

Party laid the cormerstone to the firm and lasting friend~
ship between the Albanian and the Soviet peoples. The
blood shed by miilions of Soviet people and by thousands of
sons and daughters of Albania in the joint struggle against
the common enemy can never turn to water and the lasting
mlitant friendship between our people and the glorious.
people of Lenin and Stalin can never be harmed, not even

by Nikita Khrshchev’s high treason nor by any force in -
~ the world.

Dear Comrades! i

Thanks to the correct marxisi - leninist leadership of
our Party during 18 years of the existence of the people’s
regime, the Alpanian people, have achieved great progress.
We healed thie wounds of war, palched up our economy shat-
tered by the war, overcame the resistence of the exploiting

 classes and the plots of foreign foes, built up a new industry

which is making speedy progress, reorganized agriculiure on
socialisl lines and are leading it toward intensive farming,
set up the new people’s intelligentsia, did away with the ex-.
ploiting classes and the exploitation of man by man, estab-
lished the economic basis of socialism and are now well on -
the way to establishing full socialist soclety in our country.
Our industry today turhs out 27 times as much and, in
1965, will be turning out 38 times as much as it did in 1938,
while agrieulfural production today is 125 per cent and in
1985 will be 217% as much ag in 1938, Today we boast of
over 15 times as many cadres of higher training and 11
times as many cadres of middle school training as in 1938,
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in addition to a whole ammy of qualified workers, Today 20%;

of the population of the Republic attend school, Everything
done in our socialist Fatherland is done for the good and
welfare of the people. The great achievements attained in
building socialism are making daily the life of the people

more beautiful, more flourishing, happier and more cheerful. -

With us the Party does what the people want and the people

do what the Party says. Our socialisi revolution ig marching .

abead in triumph in 2}l the fields of the life of our people.

The progress made by our people in building up so-
clalism: is due to the tireless self-sacrificing éfforts of the
people themselves and to the aid given by the fraternal peo-

ples of the soclalist countries, We are thankful for Jife to the

great Soviet peoples for helping us to build socialism

regardiese of the fact that Nikita Khrushchev and his group
have betrayed marxism - leninism and proletarian interna-

tionalism and behave towards socialist Albania in the same
way as Jolin Kennedy behaves towards revolutionary Cuba.
We are thankful for life to the great Chinese people, to the
great Chinese Communist Party and great Comrade Mao Tse
Tung for the all round internationalist aid they have
rendered and continue to render to ug, especially today under
the conditions of an hostile blockade,

Our magnificent achievernents in all the fields of our
life, the radical socialist transformations. made during these
18 years of popular rule, are the finest monuments of the
correct revolutionary and marxist - leninist line of our Party,
the concrete results of the creative application of the teach-

ings of ‘Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin by our Parly, the
real and conerete expression of the genius, of gur diligent and -

peaceloving people.

We are compelled to build socialism being - encircled
with the imperialist front in the van and the revisionist
front in the rear. The experience of life, especially during
these last years, has proven that neither the ponderance and
the plots of the imperialists nor the ponderance and plots of

the revisionists can down a people, however few in numbers) o
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" like the Alban_z'an people, when those people .are led by a

consistent marxist-leninist Party like the - Albanian Party
of Labor, and when Party and people are WE.]J. ‘info&'med-
politically and ideclogically, when they are um’cecl as one
body dead set on building socialism and on fighting to the.
end against any foe. . )
We are syccesfully fulfilling the taske of the 34 five year
plan set forth by the IVth historic Congress of our Party
and we are successfully warding off all attempts of f.,he ene-
my. Through the efforts, struggle and correct, marxist - le-
niniet, consistent and manly standg of our Party a-nd ouz
people" the star of the People’s Republic of .Albama sl.unes _
ever o bright, strikes our enemies blind g;nd fills our friends
with joy. Thanks to the correct leadership of t‘t}e Pfa.r‘ty, to
the determination of the people and to proletarian interma-
tionalictn, the People’s Republic of Albania hag become an
insuperable fortress of socialism on whose bulwarks both the
impetialists and the revisionists have broken and will gontmue
to break their necks. Whatever billows and .&‘comms may
swirl over us the banner of marxism-lenimstm w:[il' never _be
downed nor stained here in soclalist Albania, no 1mperlal1sffs
nor revisionists will ever pass here, the star of our P:-aop%es
Republic and of our glorious Party will shine ever so brightly.

Dear Brothers and Sisters!

We are celebrating our great festivities under conditions
of grave tension in the international situation, at a.time whern
world peace is seriously menaced by the aggressive acts of
the United States of America and their imperialist and reac-
tionary friends. Assisted by the activities of the renuegaf‘lsesl of
marxism - leninism, the modern revisionists, the im);?erl,ahsts
and especially the American imperialists, are be‘?o@ng ever
more aggressive, ‘ever more of & menace to socialism and .
peace. . ‘ .
Events of the recent weeks on the Caribbean Sea around

sbbiah’st Cuba show the extent of imperialist brutality and

" menace, show that President - Kennedy, ‘on whom  Nikita
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account of the strategic defense weapons stationed in Cuba .

but rather because .of the influence of the Cuban revolution,

of the force of revolutionary ideas which strategic weapons.
can never down, for heroic revolutionary Cuba of Fidel Castro
has become the first socialist state in the American continent,
it has become the center of revolutionary gravity and beacon
light for the peopie of Latin America, it sets them g great -
example of the revolutionary road to liberation from the voke

of capital.

President Kennedy took it for granted that he would be
able fto down hergic Cuba and to smother the Cuban revo-
lution by one sudden stroke of plotting.

The military blockade of Cuba by the American military - |
and naval fleet, Kennedy’s humiliating wltimatum to with-

draw the strategic defensive weapong from Cuba and the
American military preparations to attack Cuba revealed the
- true nature of American imperialism as a threatening aggres-
sor, ag enemy Nr. 1 of peace and socialism, of people’s

~ freedom and progress. _
As every one ig aware, Nikita Khrushchev accepled with
Lightning speed the demands of Kennedy’s ultimatum = to
withdraw the soviet weapons for strategic defense from Cuba

under the supervision of the United Nations Organization as

against President Kermedy’s «solemn pledge- «qot to attacks
Cuba, and «asSsured- Kennedy that he need not be alarmed
as the Soviet rockets in Cuba were «in sure hands-, in the
hands of Soviet officers.. '

Experience in history has borne out the fact when one -

is infirnidated by the imperialists they become more arrogant,

the further ona backs before their pressure and blackmail the -

more coveloug they become for fresh concessions, for aggres-
siveress, for armed hostilities: Our people have a saying
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that the wolf can tell whether the shepherd is & coward or
a brave man by hig voice and when the shepherd is a coward
the wolf assails the flock and if, on the contrary, the
shepherd is courageous it turns to its heels. 7 ‘

Experience in history has borne out the fact that peopbé
and marxist - leninists should not lend ecredit to the words
and «pledges» of the imperialists be they ever so «solemmny
if they do not want to risk peace and_the. interests of the-
people. Hitler, too, «promiseds at Munich in 1?38, that he .
would «not atlack» Czechoelovakia of Benes and Chamber- .
lain and Daladier with all their reactionary foliowers trusted
Hitler’s words and hailed the betrayal at Munich as «a triumph
for peace». Every body knows how true to his word Hitler
was! Can Kennedy be a better man than Hitler?! People and
marxist - leninists are convinced, and the Cuban events have .
made them more certain, that Kennedy is not «more sinceres
and «more peace-loving» than Hitler, Whereas there are, peo-
ple ir. the world who irusi Kennedy's wond: these are the
modern revisionists, the short - sighted pacifists and cowards,
As far as marxist - leninists are concerned, the danger of im-~
perialist aggression against Cuba exists even though Kenne-
dy lifted the blockade. Kennedy’s appetite has been whetted.

But President Kennedy had made some miscaleulation
about Cuba. As a leading marxist - leninist revolutionary
Fidel Castro expressed the highest interests of the Cuban ,
people, of socialism and peace through: his historic and fa-
mous Declaration of five points which will enter into the
annals of Cuba and of all mankind as a very important
document defining the just and determined stand of a heroic
people like the Cubans and their great leader, Comrade Fi-
del, in critical and decisive moments of the destiny of the
Cuban revoluiion. S :

All the people of the world rese up to denounce the
American aggression against Cuba, to hail the manly stand
of the Cuban people, to uphold Fidel Castro’s Declaration of
five points to protect Cuba from the impending danger of
American aggression. - _ »
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‘The Albanian people, young and old, our Party and our
Government denounce the aggressive acts of the American
imperialists against Cuba, express their full solidarity with
and second to the exd the five points of Fide] Castro’s histo-
ric Declaration. We fully uphold likewise, the recent state-
ment oi the leaders of the United Revolutionary Organiza-

tions and of the Government of Cuba on the crisis in the Ca-' _

ribbean,

We are firmly confident that the cause of the Cuban peo- .
ple will triumph, because their cause is a just one because -

the revelutionary determination of the Cuban people and the

force of their sclidarity with the revolutionary Government

and their great leader, Comrade Fidel Castro, is unbreakable
and far stronger than any strategic weapon in the world,
and because Cuba enjoys the support of all the people of the

gocialist countries and of all the peaceful forces of the world.

The Albanian people speak in the revolutionary terms as the
Cuban people: «Cuba-Yes. Ya.nkee—No'» «Fatherland or
. death!», «Cuba will winh. :

A new dangerous hotbed of war was set ablaze in Asia
along the Chinese ~ Indian border, in recent times. The Peo-
ple’s Fepublic of China has long since tried to settle the bor-
der dispute with India through peacefu]l ways. But the In-
dian reacfionaries with Nehru at the head, for somber rea-
sons 'of their own and urged and assisted by the American

‘imperialists chose the way of military aggression against the .}

border guards of the People’s Republic ¢f China,

Our people, Party and Government condemn the Indian
aggression violating the territorial integrity of the People’s
Republic of China. We have fully upheld the proposals of
the Government of the People’s Republic of China of Octo-
ber 24 of the current year to fettle the Chinese Indian bord-
er conflict in & peaceful way. We hail particularly thie state-
ment of the Government of the People’s Republic of Chi-

na on November 21 of this year on the unilateral cease - fire -

action of the Chinese - Indfan border units on all fronts to
withdraw as soon as possible 20 km behind the line of con~
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trol that had existed between China snd India on November

7, 1954, The implementation of the steps contained in this
very important statement on the pari of People’s China is a
clear indication of the: consistent peaceful policy of the Pec-
ple’s Hepublic of China, its desire to settle this conflict in a
peaceful way, Unilateral cease fire by the Chinese border
units and the other measures mentioned in the statement
constitute a great contribution for peace and an umexpected
heavy blow for the aggressive policy of the Indian reactionary

government, for the aggressive plans of the 1mperlahsts o

and the wily &pmaﬂons of the revisionists.

Nehru's Government appealed to the 1rnper1ahsts to
furnisi it with arms to use against the Peopie’s Republic of
China abandoning in this manner its position of «neutrali-
ty» of «non-participation in blocks- as it has always pre-
tended. In fact, no sconer had Kennedy's Government secured
the withdrawal of Soviet rockets from Cuba than it started
to furnish Nehru with arms and ammunition to use against
China, The English and French imperialists have acted in
the same way. The Indian Government tries in this manner -
to tum the Chinese - Indian border conflict provoked by it,
into an undeclared war against People’s China. It is clear -
why events have taken this turn: the imperialists want  to
fnove the center of tension and of war to the Far East so
that they may draw a circle of fire arcund People’s China
from the China - India borderline, South Vietnam K Taiwan
and South Corea. Apparently the Ind1an reactionaries and
Nehru have succumbed to pulling the chestnuts out of the
fire for the American imperialists. But they have forgotten
that the fire wil burn their fingers, especma&ly when it i a

~ Chinese fire!

Nehru's Government: are up fo creatmg & psychosis of
enmity and war against People’s’ China, it is pveparing for

~war against People’s China, and it is being furnished with

arms by the imperialists and the reactionaries. They are
imprisonning sworn communists and they are leading tl}ei:c
country on the yoad to gubmission tothe American impenalagts,
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Under present conditions when a sodalist State like the
. People’s Republic of China, is compelled ix protect itself by
force of arms against a military aggression ‘deliberately
provaked by Indian reaction ageinst its territorial integrity i
behooves the marxist-leninists of the whole world to take.
a stand, to uphold the correct attitude of People’s China and
to condemn the Indian reactionaries. Whoever maintains an:’
openly hostile altitude against People’s China like the revi-
~ donist faction of the leadership of the Indian Communist
- Party and the Jugoslav revisionists, slides ‘into the positions

of the Indian reactionaries, Whoever maintain an attitude -

of «neuirality- embolden, in fact, the Indian reactionaries -
and whoever send .arms and factories to produce arms to be -
used against People’s China, align, in fact, with the impe-
rialists, with the world reactionarieg against peace and so-
cialism, : | : "
‘We are convinced that the hopes and aims of the impew’.
rialists, of the Indian reactionaries and of their friends, the
modern revitionists, will never be realized. There is no force
in the world capable of downing the great Chinese pen-
ple of 700 millions Wwith its great Army and its great and
gloricus Maoc Tse Tung’s Party. 'We hope and wish that the.
Indian Government give a positive response. to. the Chinese -
statement of November 21 and that the Chinese ~ Indian bord-.
er issue be settled in a peaceful way ag suggested and acted.
upon by the Government of People’s China. S
Great Stalins' words that «peace will be preserved. -
and strengthened if peoples take the cause of safeguarding -
peace into their own hands and guard it to the ends
sound today as true ag ever before. There is no other way.
to defend peace. To set off «the golemn: pledges» of the im-
perialists «for peace» to the struggle of peoples to safeguard.
peace would mean to undermine peace and to open the way
to the imperialists to launch a war. To digarm friends «in:
order to calm down enemies-, to enter into negotiations with:
the: imperialists for the sovereignty of free peoples. «for- the
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'_.'.saké of ﬁeaoe» would mean to become an' accom
* imperialists against the interests of peoples, : S
. The war against imperialism and in defense of peace

plice of the

can only be successful if the modern revisionists, the Tito -
Khrushchev group and their followers who play the role

of a «Trojan horses~ in the communist movement and who, <

in fact, assist ihe imperialists, undermine the unity of the

“socialist camp and smother the revolutionary spirit of peo- o

ples, are mercilessly exposed. Coe

But imperizlism today is not ihe imperialism of 50 years
or even 10 yearz ago. Imperialism is decaying, it is tottering -
to its fall, it is meeting with its inevitable doom and ilg -
c-ffspri-hg, modern revisionism, will lkewise meet its inevit
able doom with it, and the day will certainly dawn when
the banner of socialism will be flying triumphant over all'+
the world. o

" Comrades!

The People's Republic of Albania has pursued and will-
always pursue a consistent peaceful foreign policy. The hed- _
rock of our foreign policy has been and will always conti- _
nue to be that of fraternal collaboration and mutual assist--
ance in our relatfong with other socialist countries, that of
consolidating the unbreakable friendship between our coun-
try and the other socialist couniries, that of strengthening
the unity of the socialist camp; we have been and always .
are in favor of upholding and supporting without reserve
the national liberation and anti-colonial struggle of oppressed
countries; we have been and always are in favor of peaceful .
coexistence in reiations among nations of different social
systems. We are particularly interestad in maintaining peace
in the Balkans, therefore we wil] continue as heretofore to
io do our best to establish good neighboriy relations with the

neighboring stales on the basis of the principles of peaceful .-

coexistence, We are in favor of general and total disarma-
ment, of seliling all pending international issues by peace-
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ful ways always with the proviso that the interests of social

ism and. of peopleg ang not impaired. ' :
The events of the times are bearing daily evidence of

the correctness of the marxist - leninist Line of our Parly, We

al."e’ successfully building soclalism under very diffieult con~
Citions. Our struggle against our foreign foes on two fronts
is long, hard and complicated. We have embarked on the

moet heroic stage of the history of our people, The need arises

today rore than ever for courage, pluck, confidence in

the line of the Party and in the strength of the people, confi-

dence in the strength of marxism - leninism and its final .

iriumph, confidence in our loyal and numerous friends.

The Albanian Party of Labor and the People’s Republic
of Albaniz. have become =n important factor in the inter.
national communist movemen: in defense of marxism - le-
ninism and of peace in the world, 50 years after the Procla-
mation of Natioral Independence we {ind ourselves m the

front line of the battle where history has thrust us, face to - i.;

face with the imperialist front and face to face with the re-
visionis{ front. Gur Party and our people have so far not
been abashed, we have not and we pledge our word of homn-
ar that we will never put Lenin and Stalin, our ancestors,

our men of the renaissance, our heroes and fallen lighters,

to shame,

Our Party has become a faithful heir to the highest vﬁ- - .

?,ue*s of our ancestors, of our men of the renaissance, it has
Llumined them with the rays of marxism - leninism and uges

them as a powerful weapon in the struggle to build the new’

life and in fighting the enemy. Our Party and our people

will pursue their way to the end. will carry to the end their - .
sacred mission in defense of ithe Fatherland and of the cause -

of marxism - ieninian_a in the first line of the battle front
We will muster all our energy together in order to carry
out with success the task of buiiding socialism, we  will

center all our efforts to defending peace. We are fully aware:

of the sinister intentions of our enemies towands socialisi

Albania, that is why we are always on the alert and ready |

g

to defend our Fatherland. And if our foreign foes will oné
day dare to viclate the boundaries of our Fatherland let them

jake nole that there will be bloodshed here, that history -

will repeat itself, for, in that case, under the call to armg’

and the leadership of our heroic Party, of its Central Commit-

tee and of our beloved leader, Comrade Enver, we will
repeat to a much higher scale the epic of Scenderbeg and
of our men of the renaissance, the epic of our war for na~
tional liberation and we will turn our land into a grave-pit

for the enemy and we will hold ever aloft the banner of the
people, of marxism - Jeninigm, till our final and certain victory.
With ihe people and the Party we have, there is no ob-

stacle, no hardship that we will not overcome, there ig no

Wwave or storn that we cannot brave and there i3 no force
in the world to stop our triumphal march onward on the
glorious path to socialism- and communism. '
Long live our iree, diligent, valiant and peaceloving peo-
plel

Praise {0 marxism ~ leninism! -
- Long live peace in the world!
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g Long live our heroie Party and. its Central Committee '
", with Comrade Enver in the lead! S .




ENVER HOXHA

. Fizst Secrotary of the C C of the Pariy
of Labor of Albania

SPEECH DELIVERED AT A BANQUET IN VLORA ON
THE OCCASION OF THE 50th ANNIVERSARY OF
INDEFENDENCE AND THE i8th ANNIVERSARY OF
LIBERATION OF THE COUNTRY

Dear Cﬁmrad&, Friends and Guests!

Today, young and old in Albania are festive, The hearls :
of the working masses are filled with joy commemorating

the 50th historical amniversary of the proclamation of inde-

pendence and the 18th glorious anndiversary of the liberation
of our Fatherland. We see these two unforgettable dates,
whick. our ancestors and the fighting partisans wrote in .

blood, carved in everything surrounding us today in  our

powerful socialist Republic, in the magnificent works of our
pevple guided by our herocic Party of Labor, in new and-
regplerdent Viora, in the cheerful faces of the workers, of
the peasants and of the intellectuals, in the gay voices -of _

children and 1n the revolutionary songs. of the young gene-
ration, ' B :

Wauld that we had here with us today greai patriol vew
nerable wise man Ismail Qemal and all his glorious predeces-

sors and successors beginning with the immortal Scanderbeg
up to the martyr who fell in combat with the Titoite angd mo-

narchical - fascist diversionisis, their eyes would sparkle and.

their -hearts would be buoyant with joy to see that their blood
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was net shed in vain, that their legacy had been fuifilled and
thétr dreams had come true. :

We, Albanians, have a right to be glad and proud of the
road we have pursued to come to these memorable days for
thie was not a road of least resistance, a road of double deal-

- ing and servility, of subjugation and abject fear of the strong-

er, but 2 read of clashes with flerce foreign and internal
enernies, open or disguised, a road which our people have
braved with their chests, with great political sagacily and
maturily, by pen and sword, by blood and numerous sacci-
fices. And it is for this reasom that we honor and bow with
great respect before the memory of all those who dedicated
their lives to Albania, it is for this reason that we value so
high our freedom and all our achievements, that we safe-
guard them as the ball of our eyes and that we wil] preserve
and consclidate them for ages to come. o
The Otftoman hordes tried their hardest to wipe away
our nation, the name of Albanian from the face of the globe.
Nor were the aitempts of the big imperialist powers and
of the chauvinist neighboring states less intensive in  this
direction during the last century and the half-century follow-
ing it. But all their attempts came {o naught because Al. .
bania was, just as it is more so now and will be in the endless
vears to come, such a rock that no one can shake or obli-
terate, . ' ' )
When the black clouds of Ottoman enslavement covered
the whole sky of our Fatherland, the mountains of Albania,
from north fo soulh, resounded with the din of fighting of
our heroic, unvanquished people. From the death of our
legendary hero, Scanderbeg, and onward, although every~
thing . seemed lost, our forefathers never slackened their
fighting for freedom. Our forefathers never fell into the
trap of the so-called Turkish reforms. Therefore, they rose
up in arms and fought for more than thirty years in ‘the .
latler half of the past century under the leadership of the
herges of the rank and filc of the population, of Gjcleka and
Brapo lekali, of Sokol Aliz and Sokol Arami, they fought
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the Turkish invaders and their reforms of the Taxiznha
the dark days of slavery and as an offspring of the age lo
armed ciruggle of the people, as a continuation of their tra-

ditions of fighting for freedom and independence, as a res:
sult of the political, economic and social development of thiose |
days, the Albanian sky was brightened by those rays’
which would kindle a more blazing fire in the hearts of the’
masses craving for freedom, the great thinkers and fighters:

of the period of our national revival who made the supreme

sacrifice for the cause of the people. Like true song of the

pecple, inspired by their most sacred sentirnents and aspi-
" rations, they gave the movement for- freedom a clear poli~

tical platform, a broad ideological basis. The Yine of political - .

thought and the ever spreading revolutionary exploits whose

objective was the freedom of the Fatherland, its complete

independence and its berritorial integrity, run through the

writings-of Naum Vegilharxhi and of the Arbereshi, the - :

economic and pelitical demands of Zef Jubani, the League of
Prizren, the work of Samj Frasheri «Albania, its past, its
present and its futures, the flery poetry of Nalm Frasheri,
the wise and daring acts of Ismail Qemal and his companions
as well az-the armed glorious bands of Themisiokli Germe-

nji, Spiro Belkameni, Cergis Topulli, Ded Gjo Luli, Isa Bule- =
tini, Abdi Toptani, Hoxh Vokri, Kamo Sejdini and others. == |-
Our men of the period of national revival were revolutiona~ .
ries, optimists, realists, stouthearted, men who did what they

said - marvelous characteristics of aJll our people at ali times

and under all circumstances,
The leaders of our nationa] revival were great scho&am
men of learming, witters and capable diplomats, people of

an advanced philesophy and of correct understanding of
the war and of political exploits, This is the reason they .
managed to raise the people to fight for freedom and in-

dependence, under very diffieult circumstances and gx-
tremely grave conditions both in tha couniry and abroad,
when terror and age-long ignorance reigned supreme, when

they. were cruelly persecuted, by foes and their agents inside - 1
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‘the counfi;}y, when the diabolical policy of «split and rule~wag
the order of the day, when the imperialist powers trifleg

with the destiny of smaller states, when the Turkish invaders
themselves were the target of diplomatic and military blows
of all the big European powers, Under such hazarduous
conditions and circumstanceg they acted on the basis of a
clear and just line of action and they carried this line of
action inte execylion without hesitation and unmindful of
death. The principal great idea of the men of gur nationa]
revival, closely connected with the armed struggle for the
liberation of the people and the independence of our
Fatherland was the unification of the people and the militant

- establishment of their moral and politica] unity by promoting

in this way their age long traditions and raising them to a
higher level, to a political emancipatory platiorm. In this
unicn without religious or local discrimination they saw the

.- only basis of the war for Liberation of Albania. To atlain
" thds ohjective they picked as a main link, the spreading -

of their common Albanian language, which is the - first
element of the nation and propagation of knowledge, - side
by side with the political and the armed struggle. The
written word would be that important transmission beit 4o
the masses through which the emancipatory ideas and. the
unquenched fire of the most advanced men of the time
would flow like streams. It would scatter away darkness and

~would sow learning, would arouse and cherpen - national

sentiments in the hearts of the Albanians, would Iift the

¢ masses and bring them closer together and it would lead them
. to the fight for freedom. Veqilharxhi and Jani Vreto, Kristo-

foridhi and Pashke Vasa, Jeronim de Rada and _S_azm Fra-
sheri, Koto Hoxhi and Thimi Mitko, the Nightingale of
Albania, Naim Frasheri and the tireless teacher Petre Nini

5 Luarasi, Luigj Gurakugi and Mihal Grameno and many and o
. many others took up the Albanian langusge with passion,

breught to Light ite richness, sang praises to it and through
1T to mother Albania, propagated and spread the writing of
Albanian far and wide, Under comditions of Olfoman
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oppression it wad not an easy thing to do what they di
. . y dld
write, publish and smuggle into Albania thousands e

%mmaries and other books, to open the first Albanian school:
in the coundry in 1887, to. organize a whole Congress like
that of Monastir to unify the Albanian alphabet. And all.
of these, of course had their great repercussions which were

best reflected in the rapid growth of the revolutionary
mevement and the armed uprisings. '

‘But by ﬂghhng for the liberty of Albania our men of the
pex:zi)d c'yf revival fought, at the same time, for its territorial
umfzcgtwn_ For they were well aware how dangeroug in thiz
respeLTt Were the territorial covetousness and the brutal
chauvinistic acts of neighboring Greeks, Servians, Montene-
grans and Italiang as well as the attempts of the major Eu-

mp‘egn powers to partition their Fatherland, attempts which
continue without interruption to this day. Precisely for this .

reason and at a very critical moment the historic Prizren

Leag_-u-f.a came into being under the leadership of Abdy} Fra- g
sheri in 1878 to uphold the liberty and terrvitorial unity of

the country and as a reaction to the plots of the Berlin Con-
gress. Unforgettable will be the legendary battles which the

Albarians waged for three years in sucoession to defend with

their breasts Plava and Gucia, Hoti, Gruda and Ulgin, offering

an unparalieled chalienge to the western powers which hpd

decided to wrest these regions from Albania. Gur paitriots
had also a -hapd time of it in this connection. Therefore - they
made use of all means in their power, from a ¥ash of armsg

“ lo sagacious dipiomatic acts in order to maintain the securi-
* ty of their Fatherland. They used the latter methods in the' |
most diverse cases, so that they might be able to adapt them |

t? t.he situation created, to find allies, to utilize the contra-
dictions among various powers in the dcm%nfall of Turkey,
to frusirate the plots of foreign powers against -Albania and’
to secure its complefe emancipation. Ismail Qemal was oné
of the most distinguished persons. to understand these con-
t?adict'ions and to utilize them as best as he could under the
cireumstances. But he did not trust that the major European
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- powers would uphold the cause of Albania to the end. And :

later experience proved that he was fully justified. And so
the liberation of Albania had again fo depend after all solely

- and entirely on the unity and the armed struggle of the Al

banian people themselves to the end.

The intention of our men of revival to align the strug-
gle of our people with that of the neighboring people against
the common enemy, their internationalism, is an important
feature of ihe majesty, of the broed harmony and deep re- -
volutionary nafure of our national movement. This wag often
stressed in the wrilings of Sami, Naim and Ismail Qemal, as
well as in the memorandums of those who had visen up in
arms. THe Albanians strove to achieve this more than onee
and by the blood they shed during the Kosova uprisings in
the T%s, during the Balkan crisis and those of later vears as
well as during the movement of the Young Turksy through
which they played an important role and dealt repeated
blows to the Ottoman Empire, to this true jail of peoples. But
perfidy lay always hidden behind the backs of the great Al-
banian fighters. The Servian and Montenegran chauvinist
reaction of the czars and others, designed to chop up Alba-
nia by foul means, and it finally managed to wrest and su-
bjugate Kosova and Mefohia. And now listen o this cynicism
of the «modern» Titoite czars: Some days ago Radio - Bel-

' grade guoted Naim Frasheri’s internationalist appeals for

collaboration and friendship with the neighboring Balkan
peoples against the Turks with evil intentions against our
people and with a view to waylay the hercic Albanian peo-

" ple of Kosova and Metohia and to set them off against us. .

But Radioc - Belgrade forgot to zay how these noble senti--
ments and ardent appeals of Naim and of all the Albanians
were perfidiously and brutally rejected by the Servian and
Montenegran chauvinists who massacred and enslaved the
Kosovari and chopped up Albania.-And this is not done
unintentionally, they are reluctant to say it, for the Titoites
themselves are the worthy successors of the czars, While our -
partizans, true to ihe noble sentiments of many a Naim, and
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with the instructions of the Albanian Communist Part:
tlzf._ﬂr hearts, went and shed their blood, as a token of “Fri
ship and lofty internationalism, to Jiberate the people.s )i
Jugeslavia from the fascist yoke Our Party and our e":.?:
preserve this marvelous tradition inherited from our preogei
cessors with fidelity, and they have raised it to a | II’in hé .
level, to that of marxist-leninist proletarian 1'n'f:erna.ti-mlal%&:rnr

Lrmped uprising, as every body knows, is the highest form:
of war of the masses against whatever kind of oppression.

'F‘he better organized and the more consclentious they are,
the more chances there are for their euccess. Our n.aﬁonaé- ‘

movement has had an uninterrupled procsss of growth
from spontanecus to well orgamized uprisings with a- pro-

gram, from sporadic uprisings to those of the broadest mass-

eﬂs-wﬁzfdingl up with the gemeral revolution. The active parw.
‘hmpa‘tmn. of the broad masses of the peadantry in fhem has
always given these uprisings a character of social emancipa-

;iicrn. These uprisirfgs acted as depth bombe in the rear of-
he Ottoman Empire which “together with other factors .

brought about it gradual downfall,
As early ag 1505 these ‘uprisings. kept gradually growing

In number and intensity unti] they were combined in  the

spring of 1912 and were turned into a powerful armed move~

ment ied by the great patriots Bajram Curri, Hasan Prightj.

na, Ijuigj Gurakugi, Thernistokl Germenji and others
Fifty years ago in the rainy and stormy days of November

the venerable olg man, Ismail Qemal, was braving his way .

through paths and by-paths, through mud and slush 40 the

city of Vlorg. His halr was gray and his beard as white as
snow, but his heart wag that of a lion, his mind that of 4

;.age and__ hus gait-was as lively ag that of a young man for
e bore in his bosom al] the ardent hopes and the lofty aspi-

rations of the Albanians, the dream of our forefathers and - |

the destiny and future of the young generations of Albanis
B.ase§ on the powerful general armed uprising and the de-
tgrm!na‘tiun of the delegates from all corners of Albania, ve-
nerable old Inan Ismail Qemal accomplished the briﬂiant, his-

it}

toric {ask of hoisting the nationa] flag in the heroic city of

. Vlera on November 28, 1912 and of proclaiming the full:

independence of Albania.

November 28, whose 5H0th anniversary we are comme-
morating today is the most outstanding event after nearly
five centuties of englavement, the sulmination of the siruggle
of our predecessors for emancipation from the cruel and
odious Ottoman rule. The hoisting of the flag in 1912 wound
up the gigantic struggle of the Albanian people, it showed
the Albanians that their armed strife, their solid union for a

-great purpofe, In defense of their motherland, of their ho-

nor, of their customs, of their mother tongue and of their -
nobhle traditions, everpowered all obstacles, overpowered thelir
sworn, cruel and shrewd enemies. The Albanian people
proved tobe unconguerable, undaunted, wise, rigorous and falr, -
therefore they came off triumphant and wil]l win through
centuries over everybody however numercus and strong he
may be if he tries {0 encroach upon their sovereign rights.
The act of Ismail Qemal and of the other patriots is a glow
rious historical act that will remain unforgotien - through
time. It showed the entire world that Albania, which contri-
buted so energetically in iiberating the Balkan peoples, was
not only up and going, a thing which the enemies had iried
fo deny, buf it was now free and independent and that it
would develop ag an independent state with its own govern-
ment. Let us emphagize that if our predecessors had not
fought with that fury and had not accomplished that act dur-
ing these critical times when the imperialist beasis were
about starting the slaughterhouse of the First World War, it
would have been hard indeed to maintain our independence
and probably graver fragedies would have been in store

- for our Fatherland.

But, of course, thizs was not enough; the proclamation of
independence nud not yet accomplished all; further persistent
etrife. and fresher wvictorles were needed ito consclidate thig
victory. The basis for a strife of this kind rested in the po-
pular masses, in. the colomsal foree which the movement. of
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the broad masses of the country represents and therefore
" is on ihem above all that they had to depend, Buf the f
dal turn-coats in collaboration with the imperialist powers,
with those powers that chopped up Albania at the 1023 Lon

o the imperialists who launched the First World War, -

BEverybody knowe that both the internail and external -.
foes did their utmost to uiilize the achievereris of our peo-
ple for their own good. Everybody is aware of the Imperiaiist

arny expeditiors to our newly emancipated country during

the First World War as well as of their shameful transactions -
eanctioned by ike London Secret Treaty on chopping up Al

- bania as a whple, But in spite of their dangerous conse-
cutive traps, thay alwayas made their accounts without con-

sulting the proprietor. It is for this reason that the struggle
to coneolidale our independence and to safeguard our terri-

iorial integrity continued fo grow without interruption and
to assume a more and more emphatic revolutionary
and massive character. The Lushnja Congress forcefully

rejected the seoret London agreement denounced by great -

Lenin, while the revolutionary peasants of Viora led by

such heroes as Selam Musa, drove the Italian invaders into. .

the sea.

The Great Oclober Socialist Revolution that shook fhe o
werld, exerled a pondercus influence in this as well as i oy
subsequent eveats, Its echo spread like lightning among us

as well. You all know the great value Bajram Curri, Mihal
Grameno, Avni Rustemi and our press of that Tme placed
on the Revelution and om Lenin. The ideas of the Revolu-

tion and of Lenin began to spread through the masses. There- °

fore the people’s movemens born under the internsl con~
ditions and influenced by those ideas, rose to newer heights
until it reached its culmination in the exploily of the bour-
geals - democratic revolutionaries, led by Avai Rustem and
in the bourgeois - democratic Revolution of 1924, These pa-
triots dealt their blows to the flag vendors, to the feudal lords

&0

denn Conference, undermined the Vlora Government and
black clouds covered the sky of Albania which fell a prey

~ and chiefiains, headed by Zogu, who were ploiting with the
 foreign foes, on one hand, and oppressed and mercilessly.
~ exploited the working people, on the other. :

Bui glill it did not fall to the peopie’s let to enjoy happy
days as early as at that time onward. Imperialist agent feu-~
da; chieftain Ahmed Zogu suppressed the bourgeois - demo-
cratic revolutivn with heip from abread., He suppressed it
bewause the revoiution failed to £ill the mission it had assigned . -
to itself and it was undermined by the so called «pa~
triotie- feudal chieftains. Dark days of Zogollian ferror, of
poverty, of hunger, of pestilence and of the whip, years of
nasty of negotiationg with Italian fascisis thai paved the way
of their occupation on April 7, 1939, followed thereafter.

 Our peo«,pwlea never reconcilied themselves with Zoguw's
regime of tyranny. And this is why this petty autowcra,'t was
continually annoyed by sirikes, demonstrations and uprisings,
by the activity of the revolutionaries of the country. That
is why communist gioups sprang up among the ranks of

. the long-suffering people and of the working clasg however

small in number the latter was. Although sold out by ihe
traiter king, the people took up arms and offered hernic re-
sisiance to the ltalian invaders, They were meceiv_gd b_y armed
fire and the people rose up ag a body and fought their hard- .
est and most glorious battles with them., -
The longed for day soon dawned for our people. In the
neaviest days of Italian occupation and the people’s resistance
to it, when fascism had plunged mankindg inte the Second
World War and the Hitlerites had launched their perfidious
attack on the great land of the Soviets, when Stalin'g call
te bury the fascisi hordes into thelr graves resounded with
force from Bed Square, the Albanian comimunists founded -
the glorious Albanian Communist Party. What the peopie
had been lacking for centuries had now been born, the glo-
rious consistent revolutionary leadership, armed with the
most scientific and advanced doctrine, the heir of the noblest
traditions of our people, the leadership thai would raise
ihem wp to arms, that would organize them for war and
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' wouk'l lead them to victory, had nofv come to hfe.{;:“;e_ arg
all witnesses of the heroic years of our Nationa! Liberat

War, of that most glorious period of the history of our people

which brought aboui the complete liberation of our Father
land and the establishment of the people’s rule.
The brave partizans of the National - Liberation Army:

geﬂoraneci feats of unheard-of heroism. Barefoobed and fam- |
iched they belook themselves in bands to the mountaing
and rocks, turning them to strongholds and with the weap-

oas they had snatched away from the fascists and traitors

dea't them deadly blows. Later on, when they had organized

themselvesi into brigades, divisions and army corps they fell

on the enemy hordes like cagles and routed them, driving - |
them away from each hamiet town or city to beyond the .

?:»ord-ei's of the country. Every foot of our land was bathed
i the blood of our fallen heroes, every corner of our couniry
became an eye-witness of the legendary valor of the sons of

the people who pounced upor the machine guns, the cannens ~
and tanks of ihe enemy with their bare chests, It was the -

correct line and the leadership of the Party that aroused a

whole people to action, that inspired them to perform such .

heroic deeds, it was this line and leadership that enabled
them to face very critical situations created by powerfig and -
wily foes, to wage an irreconcilable war againgt them = angd
to march non-stop ahead to definite objectives, to their vie-
tory over invaders and oppressors, to their brilliant future.

The correct marxist - leninist line of the Party withstood the =~ .
most critical tests of time. and came off triumphant as i will

always come off triumphiant. '

The blood shed by the sons of Albania for centuries at - Y

a Stretch wag not shed in vain, the pains and innumerable
privations of our people were not endured in vain, an end

was put to the groans of the oppressed and to the wails of . |

those who were tortured by old and «moderns professional
out-throats, The biood of those who fell for our nation, of .
the glorious heroes of the Nationa] - Liberation War became
the torch—ﬁg‘_ht and revived our beloved Fatherland, It was
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-the’ tirst time that the Albaniang did smile wholehearfedly' -
and they will keep on smiling for life, November 29, 1944, ..~ -

initiated the new epoch of our brilliant histery, that of true

- liberty and of the happy socialist future,

The achievements of these years are magnificent and’
unmatched, splendid is the work of cur Party in the service
of the people. From an entirely backward feudal and bour-
geols counttry, with unparelleled poverty, misery and igno-
rance reigning supreme, Albania has become a powerful so-
cialist country, where the ecomomic basis of soclalism has
been buili and the materia] technical basis of socialism is
under way, it has become a country with an advanced in-

. dustry and a collectivized agriculture in which the people

produce no end of material values for their own happiness
and wellbeing. A rapid cultural revolution took place and
continues to develop since the liberation, rooting out illite-
racy, filling the Fatherland with schools, cultural homes and

" hearths, promoting the arts and eciences, opening all the

doors of knowledge 1o the working masses. Through tireless
efforts the Party has reared a young generation of sturdy and

~healthy people, politically and ideologically enlightened, a -

worthy heir and successor of their fathers and- forefathers,
a powerful support of the Party and of the people. Or better”
cast your eyes or Viora, this nobted hearth of the war for
freedom and sccialism, where resounds the echo of the call
of the venerable old man and the voice of many a Selam of
Laberia, whose streets, hills and mwountaing resounded with
the din of batile of the communists and partizans against .
the foes of the Party and of the people, sce how Viora is

 filled with centers of industry and ccoperatives, with schools .

and stately buildings, with flourishing parks, gardéns and

boulevards! Formery barefooted, the people of this region ' . .

now enjoy the fruits of their endeavors, their prosperity and
their new life. This is our Albania in miniature which is for-
ging zhead under the leadership of cur Party of Labor. to
the brilliant heights of communism with no obstacle strong
enough to halt its march, Thig road of the last 18 years has
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not been am easy one nor will it be any easier in ihe days to
come. But just as the forge tempers iron so has our Party

tempered in battle and hardships a new type of man s*vch-:.
2 type of man that no storm or fury can eurb or halk ~in his, -
right line of actlon. Albania has never resembled the swamns.
of ._sleEping water but the rushing streams of mountains ?1‘: :
which i1 has poured the rivers of blood and perspiration of

iis people.

Ma'rve-ious opportunities lie in store for cur people, An .
ever happier and more brilliant fufure awaits them. Albz-

ma will make further rapid strides ahead: industry, agricul-
ture, education and culture wil advance; our ‘Father’]and will
\bg filed with new factories, combines and mines which
Wﬂ] produce move, better and cheeper commodities; ourl
fields and hiflsides will be covered with still more theat
cotton, tobacco, sugarbeets, fruit trees, vineyards etc: the're:
will te more schools, theaters, movies, books Iabor;,toriles
The Party has resolved to do these and more’ and they wiﬂi
surely be done, They will be set up and created by our praise-
worthy people, under the guidance of the Party and the
will enjoy them themselves. ‘. v
_ The Party iiself was tempered in these struggles and
gigantic endeavors. It ammassed a great deal of revolution-
ary experience, it faced innumerable obstacles and hardships,
it smashed brutal enemies, whether open or in disguise’
Whu tried to sidetrack it from the correct marxist - leninislt’
line, it Art‘aacted. with firmness to every outrage and plot of theirg
to foree it to its knees and make short work of it and it
raised itself higher and higher uniil it beeame a ,plow;eu‘ful
shock brigade, that marchey at the head of its people towards
the heights of socialism and communism
) Our Part.y wages a struggle of seli-demial and hercism
_ for the marxist-leninist unity and fraternal friendship with
rt}}e countries of the socialist camp which the Khrushchev.
_Tlto re@siowust group Wy to undermine If is convinced and
the entire people are convinced and resolved that they will
overcome all the obstacles laid in their way by the modern
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revisiga’sts in this respect, for they have.preious - friends

for life among the glorious people of the Soviet Union and-

of the other socialist countries. Our Party ani our peoplé . i

wage a determined war for peace, liberty, democracy and

socialiem, against the imperialists, the principal enemies of
- mankind, against the mew colonialists, the fascists, = the -
" revisionists, open and disguised enemies of manking, o

We are now a socialists country, a member with equal
rights of the camp of socialism and of peace, which includes
dne third of mankind. Moreover, we are situaled in one of
the most imporfant outposts of this camp face 1o face with-
imperfalism and geographically encircled by its vassals and, -

. allies. Our People’s Republic, a Europsan socialist state of

a brilliant past, with a 50-year long existerce as an inde-
pendent and sovereign state, cannot very easily oecoine, as
formerly, a commercial commodity of the imperialist powers -

. and of certain chauvinist states, which still nurture absurd

claiins on paris of its territory. Albania knows how to

" gefend itself, has the ‘whatwithal to defend itself fromi

hungry jackals that have not yet iearned their lesson. There,
ig gainsaying the fact that there are people who dream and_'
act towards our country in the same way as Elefterios Ve
pizelos did in the past, although Elefterios Venizelos at his

. time had many imperislist friends and well-wishers, although.
" he was a slavish lackey of the Cannon King Basil Zacharov,

yet Altania was too hard of a nut to be cracked - by him.

: Therefore, there iy much food for thought in these f‘acts‘ for

Venizelos’s sons and grandsons and their friends if = they

" want to be Thore realistic and keep step with the times. The
* heirs of the Servian czars and the new fascists of Italy should
s draw the same lesson. If they guess they can freely caper’ -
" to'a dance on the back of little Albania let it be brought
" home to them that they will have to dance to the tune of . .
" rifle shots, If they take it for granted that Albania is isolated” © .

from the moral and material assistance of the friendly and. :
allied peoples and that the alliance of the Albanian people: .
is based on slips of paper which groups of furncoats can -
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: trar:.:ple upon. or lurn to the disadvantage of Albani
- parties are gravely mistaken and wil} find themsalve

their backs against the wall in due time. Therefore no. o
can waylay or intimidate the Albanian people and  the

Party of Labor. Our country and our inviolable boundaries

have more than once become the stumbling block for open

or disguised subversive bands of the imperiafists and their
offspring, the modern revisionists, an insuperable obstacle’
for threm to carry out their diabolic designs against our.
Republic and the cause of socialism. Take heroic Vlora for

an example, As everybody knows, the imperialists have more

than once got to know it and bear memories of it which
they cannot easily forget. Thiz became a special target for

the 6th American Fleet, the Titoites, the monarchica] fascists

and cerfain turncoats but Vlera and the entire Albania was

a hard lump for them to swallow. But Viers became also

who thought that, by robbing it of a pari of ite military

d:—?fei_mife means, by violating every official act and agree. ;
ment, they had left it disarmed and at the mercy of o
Imperialist wolves and tock it for granded that that was the

end of Viera and of Albania as a whole, Bui Viera and
Albania as a whole iz up and ‘doing, they stand firm lke

& granitic rock which no storm or blizzard can shake for it
is under the hawkeyed vigilance of the people guided .by B
thewlhemic Party of Labor who have lived unconqueréd'
for thousands of years and will live so for hundreds of -

thousands of years o come.

We Albanians are as warlike as we are diligent and ;
peaceloving. But people should fighl with alj their energies
and means to defend peace. That is what the Albanian
people do. We must fight for an honorable, democratic and -
.Iastilj-g peace, Peace of this kind has two brutal foes in its way;'L-' . L
. world imperialism and its nasty agent, modern revisionism. - O
The peoples of the world with the communists and the . .
progressive people at the head should disarm and do away

with these ruthlesg and wily enemies. This sacred struggle
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18 not any :tqb easy a job to carry out, but it must be carried
‘out and it- will eventually be carried out. The struggle of
“the Albanian people, which is in line with the correct far-

sighled marxist-leninist policy of the Party, in known by all

: fhé stand of cur Party and ocur Government on all the issues -5
.- that preoccupy the country, humanity and the world at large,
_are alto publicly known both at home and in the interna-
“tional arena. Thiz stand has been and will always be of' a
' rewolutionary naiure, that is why it hag conquered the hearts
" of the revoluticnaries throughout the world, and the capital- -

©ists and the revisionists are waging a frantic but unsuccessful -~ -
. war against it. The truth which ouwr Party . stands for is
o* breaking through all traps, encirclements and blockades.
© The black clouds which American warmongering imperial-

*ists and their curs of all shape are spreading over the

known to the revisionists of Nikita Khrushchev's group " world do nol intimidate us. The warmongering imperialists

are today opposed by a gigantic force of millions and billicns

: - of people including the builderg of socialism and communism . - )
.and the prolelarians of the capitalist countries, the Iighters

for freedom and independence of the newly emancipated
oppressed countries and the partisans of peace throughout the .
world, History is unpitying and neither imperialists naor

o g"eviéionists can turn its wheel backward.

Eecent evenis have once again proved the correctness of the

. iine of our Party, ifs just conclusions. These <events havs
| imparted many a lesson to the people of the enfive world
.- The plot against Cuba laid bare the brutality of American -
- imperialism in a very clear manner, just as it laid bare the
" danger of speculating with the destiny of peoples. It showed,
o-.at the same fime, not the insuperable power of the imperial- g
. ists and their collaborators who are o scared of them as o~ . .
. fall on their knees and kiss their feet, encouraging them for .
* ‘further aggression, but their weakness and the weakness of
* their collaborators who, in their agony, are throwing off all . -
masks of «peace lovers» and «freedom lovers» and are ...

showing their true nature, Fidel Castro’s hercic Cuba cannot '
becorne a Munich comrnodity, it will never give way . before )
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" aggression, blockades or plots because it stands
~ land or Deathl». See for yourselves, comrades, what  for

- springs from marxism-leninism, from confidence in'' your
. people and from proletarian internationalism of all peoples.
‘from consciousness of human dignity and from the will to
live with head erect. : o
.. Even the nasty game played by the imperialists, indian

reactionaries and the opportunists of all shapes at - the

ino-Indian border,  will not be less inglorious as that -of"
Cuba. Nehru and those who picked on India ag a «counter-
blast» .to the Chinese socialist giant,. threw the stone  and-
are {rying to hide the hand that threw it. The reactionaries:
met the appeal of the Government of the People’s Republic -

of China to setfle the conflict through peaceful talks, with.

aggression. They aftacked the People’s Republic of -China,

amassed arms from the United States, England, the German

Federal Republic and other places and called upon the people
to fight to the last even if this fighting lasted for years.
The revisionists have proclaimed their «neutrality» before.
_ these dangerous deeds, althought they furnish the aggressor =
- with arms, airplanes and even horses ete, or encourage if. -
by slandering against the People’s Republic of China or by -
posing ag «angels- Bul ag you all khow, all these schemes

are meeting with failure and they will most certainly fail.

to the end. The People’s Republic of China frustrated. the..
plans -of the aggressors and of their accomplices. The Declara~" -
tion ¢f the Chinese Govermment to cease hostilities on a uni-"
lateral basis and to end the Sino-Indian confliet peacefully,.

showed the whole world again whoigin favor of peace and who .

is the aggressor. Great socialist China has striven and always.

strives with determination to preserve peace and friendship -
among peoplés. The glorions Communist Party with Comrade -
Mao Tae Tung at ihe head has become a beacon light for

~all the peoples of the world in their fight to -~ safeguard
' marxism-leninism; the 700 million pecple of  China inspire
all peoples in their struggle againsi oppression and slavery,
for freedom, democracy and socialism. It is precisely on this
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‘account that our people consider. g of
Zﬁi,thﬁnﬁ Comzzeumst Party and Comrade Mao Tse T}mg,:.
\heir Chairman, as their precious friends and determined. -
_comrades-in-arms just ag they have in our fraternal Party: .
" and people their comrades-in-arms for life. : o
. The war against modern revisionism ecannot be severred -
from the war against imperialisms. :

the People’s Republic of

' The modern revisionists represented by the Khrushchev- -

| Tite group, &re working openly; in all fields and by all i

methods and means, to distort marxism-leninism, to discredit

' socialism and communism, to undermine the achievements of

" the international proletariat, to split the unity of the socﬂe.zlf

. ist camp and of the international and workers comrnum..st_ :
" movement, to et up diques to weaken those cfymmgnxst o
: parties where the revolutionary spirit is not yet _at its height. .

" In foreign affairs the modern revisionists follow in the tracks

of world imperialism which they assist by making anti-

| leninist and risky concessions in most crucial issues: They
" are doing this not without intention but fo help establish the

world hegemony of capitalism. They are trying to camouflage’

' {hese acts behind most demagogicsl phrases trying to -

speculate and trifle with the cause of peace which is so dear

"+ to all mankind. As a matter of fact they are encouraging the
‘ imperialist aggressors with the Americang in the lead, and

are seriously prejudicing peace by ﬂ%eir deede. That ig why
the communists of the various couniriés aware o;f the dan‘gew_' e
coming from the modern revisionists, are fighting against . -

' them with a vengeance from day to day. The struggle of the

communists of the world to expose and smash modern re-

i yigionism, this primary menace of the internationzfl co'm-_- _
U imuniet and workers movement, is growing more intensive .
. from day to day. Our communists and our people are proud 3

. of ihie fact that the Albanian Party of La‘boz: ha's reyd..'eq-efl‘,‘_ _
is rendering and will always render its mnmbuhqn_m_ th;s o
sacred struggle. _ ' .

We, comrades, are living in the most glorious epoc,v in
that of the substantiation. of the fines{ drears of mankind,
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" nia, empowered as never before by the consciousness -

" marches ever shead with head erect and will never
" back! We have but one goal, that pointed out by Marx; Enge

.all mankind, communism,

;--'._Qbsta les and. settmg up’ the new Warld Just: t
" the Albanians will not default history. New: socla st Alba

::'_- -being right, by the life-giving energy of marx:sm—lemm._s 1
- by the crystal clear line of its glorious Party of - Labor,

>Tenin and Stelin, the brilliant future of our people and

. ~ Let the unbreakable unity of people ancl Pax‘ty th_
-"'mmmprmg of all our achievements be further strengthened,
let our revolulionary alertness be further consolidated m;
. arder to continue to frustrate all designs and plois of  our’
" enemies, let the impetus and creative enthusiasw at work
© of cur working masses be raised to a higher pitch In order
" fo aftain all the indices of the state plan, in order  to
" achieve fresh victoried on the various fronts of socialist
reconstructwn in order  to make our Fatherland ‘more:
. powerful and more prosperous. Let ys carry out with honor.
" our patriotic and internationalist duties so that our Republic’
" may stand as an unconguerable castle of socialism and ' of’
- peace on'the Adriatic seashore; let us fight for the *numph-_
. of marzism-leninism so long as our hearts beat.

: " Let young and old rejoice over the festivities of the
.. 50th anniversary  of the independence and the 16th .an-
. piversary of the liberation of the Fatherland, let Novm‘nber_-
28 and 29 live for ages, let us keep on working and stnwng-:
.. under the leadership of the Party so that the fruit of our
- endeavors may be enjoyed by the people, by cur sons and’
* grandsons who would be proud of the achievemen‘t& -_C_i_f-
their predecessors! L
Raising this toast to the glory of our heroic and patr:otxc- :
people, to the glory of the herges and arch-heroes who fought -
throughouf the centuries and fell in the field of honor forour ==~ -
Fatherland, to the glory of the workers and peasants - of =~
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Long llve our Peoples Republic! '
" Long live the glorious Party of Labor of Albanial
P;raxse to vu:tonous marxism-~leninism!

-pmnunence of: thHe Albaman people, to the achievements of
ur people in the days to come, to our soclalist Fatherland
rd fo it happmess and Prosperity, I invite you to :rame our
vmces m unison:
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