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OPENING SPEECH BY PROF. ALEKS BUDA,
PRESIDENT OF THE ACADEMY OF SCIENCES

Comrades,

Honoured guests,

Our conference, the National Conference of Studies
on the Anti-fascist National Liberation War of the
Albanian people for which we have gathered at this
solemn moment, starts its proceedings under the emblem
of great and glorious events: the 33rd anniversary of the
day of the founding of the Communist Party of Albania,
and on the eve of the 30th anniversary of the liberation
of the country and the triumph of the people’s revolution.
" This is not and could not be a mere coincidence.
The years intervening between the tragic day of April
7,1939, and the day of rejoicing, November 29,1944,
remain under the star of November 8, 1941, under the
emblem of the Communist Party of Albania. Their sign-
ificance is of such a character as to divide and delimitate
periods in the entire historic process, not only on a
national plane, but also on an international one; they
constitute the climax of the glorious road of a nation
with a thousand year old history. The historic experience
of an epoch spanning more than thirty years gives history
the right to affirm that the epic that began on Novem-
ber 8, 1941, placed our people, small in number but great
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in history, in the front ranks of the nations, in struggle,
both yesterday and today, against any kind of imperial-
ism, in struggle both yesterday and today, against any
kind of revisionism, on the front of battle for the vital
and lofty cause of the freedom of mations, for the great
cause of the triumph of the revolution and communism.

It is therefore an indescribable joy and as great and
signal honour for us that precisely on this historic day,
we have amongst us the founder of the Communist Party
of Albania and the beloved teacher and leader of our
people, comrade Enver Hoxha. To him, and to the
members of the Political Bureau of the Central Com-
mitiee of the Party, the Presidium of the People’s As-
sembly, and the Government, and together with them,
to all those present, go our warmest thanks for the
honour they do us through their participation in this
major event for Albaniemn science.

® » ]

Although it had traversed a difficult road of strug-
gle and effort, of suffering, sacrifice, and defeat — the
tragedy of the fascist occupation on April 7,1939 was
the final act — this mation, with inexhaustible energy,
rose again, sword in hand, fearless and undaunted, and.
found in itself the material and moral strength, brought.
forth from its bosom, from the bosom of the working
class, as its most advanced force, the Communist Party
of Albania, a leadership such as it had never had in
the entire course of its history. The stormy events of
the Second World War tested this Party, steeled it, and
charged it with the historic mission of forging the destiny.
of the country and people, nct only for the immediate
tusk of the fight against the fascist occupation, but alco
for the eventual construction of a free, independent, and
socialist Albania. ;
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Rallying the soundest and most progressive forces of
the nation around the working class and its vanguard,
the Communist Party of Albania led the masses forward
through the tortuous paths of history, through dramatic
crises, followed with trust and affection by the masses
in the most difficult conditions of the war, when the
ruling classes, those who paraded themselves with the
~historic~ claim of being the «genuine» leaders of the
nation, betrayed the people, and when false friends
feught the Party, both from within its ranks and outside
them. Making a scientific Marxist-Leninist analysis of the
internal and international conditions, which was fully
borne out by subsequent events, the Communist Party
of Albania, with Enver Hoxha, its founder and leader,
at the head, took in its hands the destiny of the war
and of the people’s revolution, and thereby also the
destiny of the country and the nation, and led them
to final victory, the liberation of the country from-
the fascist Italian and German invaders.

Together with the victory over the invaders and
their local lackeys, the Communist Party of Albania
also carried out the second historic task, which the na-
tional bourgeoisie, even through its most advanced
representatives, had not been able even to put forward,
much. less carry out: from the storms of the war people’s
democratic Albania emerged, accomplishing within a
few years a historic process Which, under normal condi-
tions, would have required decades and which other
nations, more advanced than ours, at that time, have
not been able to achieve even now. On November 29,
before the Albanian people, reborn in blood and ruins,
was opened the road towards new, even more magn-
ificent victories, the road of the construction of socialism
and commainism. .

Because of the wery nature of fascism, the Anti-
fascist National Liberation War of our people developed
in an international framework, in the context of the
struggle wapged by the muiually supporting forces of

5.



the peoples who had been hit by fascist agpgression.
Carried out on a world scale, the fascist aggression
placed the progressive advance of all mankind in peril.
Under these conditions, our Amti-fascist National Libe-
ration War had an international significance; the
contribution of the Albanian people to the cause
of freedom, to this gigantic clash of forces, such as
world history 'had mever known, becomes even more
notable if we reckon the very large number, in proportion
to their limited forces, of their finest sons and dauchters,
who made the supreme sacrifice. While contributing to
the destruction of universal empires that had pretensions
to sealing the fate of the world for thousands of vears,
the Anti-fascist National Liberation War of our people
created a new Albania, free, independent, and sovereign,
created the People’s Republic of Albania, eliminated,
for good and =all, from the map of the Balkans and
Europe that «weak link», as our country was called in
the past, that starting point for uggressions involving
not only Albania, but also the Balkans and Europe.
With this vietory, the ratio of forces on an international
scale changed in favour of the revolution and the strug-
gle of the oppressed peoples and precisely at one of its
most ssnsitive spots.

* * %

The epoch of the Anti-fascist National Liberation War
of our people is one of the historic periods to Wwhich all
our social sciences have devoted the greatest attention.
Evidence of this is the great amount of work done
for the tracking down, collection, processing and public-
ation of documentary material, as well as a series of
siudies analysing and summing up the experience of
its particular aspects.

Proceeding from our Marxist-Leninist methodology,
our science studies the period of the National Liberation
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War, not only as an event of a merely political and mili-
tary character, confined within the chronological limits
of the years 1939-1944; such a great people’s war cannot
be understood if it is seen. as it is by most foreign
historians, detached from the internal social-economic,
political, and cultural processes of the past, of which
it is the objective result. Just as it is connected with the
past, it is also connected by a thousand threads with the
following years; like all great historic events, it can
be assessed correctly only if viewed in its many-sided
consequences in all fields of the life and creative acti-
vity of the pecple. To tell the truth, we must admit
that in this direction our scholars still have an obligation
o our people. '

For the accomplishment of this very responsible
task, the scholar finds invaluable and irreplacable as-
sistance in the works of comrade Enver Hoxha which,
in themselves, are contemporary historical sources, and,
most of them, also, historical treatises with penetrating
scientific analyses of problems. Next to them stands
the all-round treatment of the epoch in guestion in the
History of the PLA, which now is being supplemented
with a new monumental work, the History of the Anti-
fascist National Liberation War, in two volumes. In the
field of historiography, without doubt, another wvery
important contribution is made by the histories of
the brigades of our National Liberation Army, with the
history of the lst Shock Brigade taking the main place,
together with monographs on the National Liberation
War in the former main regions of the country and
varicus treatises on the different aspects of the war. It is
in order at this point to emphasize that the monographs
on villages, also constitute an irreplacable source, and
these should be generalized if we want to reflect the
truly popular character of our war.

From the work carried out in an organized form
over the thirty vears of the people’s power, from the
results achieved by historians and scholars in  other
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fields, as well as from the activities of numerous cadres
.engaged in these studies, the conference aims at making
a general synthesis of what has been achieved. Many
.scholars from the institutes of the Academy of Sciences,
the Institute of Marxist-Leninist Studies at the Central
- Committes of the PLA, the Tirana University, the
«V.1. Lenin» Higher Party School, the apparatus of the
Central Committee and the apparatus of the party com-
_mittees, the depariments, schools and scientific circles
-in Tirana and other centres, have been engaged in this
~conference. :

Let this impontant political and social action becom
a further encouragement for all the workers of science
to study this glorious epoch of our history more deeply
and allsidedly, let thess studies be of ever greater service
in the patriotic and revoluticnary education of our people,
and in particular, of our youth; let the youth find in
“these legendary deeds of their fathers, in the great les-
. sons and example they provided for their contemporaries
cand their successors, a source of inspiration to continue
their work for the triumphant construction of socialism
. under the leadership of our hercic Party!

In declaring open the proceedings of the National
. Conference of Studies on the National Liberation War of
the Albanian people, on behalf of the organizing commit-
tee, allow me to express my conviction amd belief that
-eur conference, all our studies devoted to the Anti-fascist
National Liberatlon War of the Albamian people, will be
o moenument of profound gratitude to the finest sons
-and daughters of our people who laid down their lives
for the great cause of the liberation of the country and
the triumph of the people’s revolution; that they will
radd to the glory of those who, in the darkest, most
difficult and dramatic moments of our mational history,
never lost their courage and perspective, but sought and
found in their class, in their people, the strength to
raise their heads and hands high and proudly against the
cruel foreign invaders and their traitor lackeys, to smash
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the chains of slavery and misery; let them be a monument’
to our profound love for the heroic Communist Party,
today the Party of Labour of Albania, with its founder
and leader, comrade Enver Hoxha at its head, the strength,
farsightedness, wisdom and organizational ability of
which enable it to perform an historic task such as the
centuries had never known.

Long live the Party of Labour of Albania)!

Long live the Albanian People!

- Long live our Marxist-Leninist science!



NEXHMIJE HOXHA

THE, ANTI-FASCIST NATIONAL LIBERATION WAR —
A GREAT PEOPLE’S REVOLUTION LED BY THE
COMMUNIST PARTY OF ALBANIA

(Report)

The more time elapses since the years of the Na-
tional Liberation War, the more gloriously the epic of
this titanic clash, which was crowned with the greatest
victory of all the liberation wars ever waged by our
people, is raised on the pedestal of the centuries-old
history of the Albanian people. And this is so because
the National Liberation War was not only a life-and-
death struggle against the occupiers for the liberation
of the countiry, but also a genuine people’s revolution
which was organized and led by the Communist Party
of Albania.

The Anti-fascist National Liberation War lasted over
five years and a half, from the day the fascist Italian
army committed its armed aggression against Albania
{April 1939) 1o the day the mazi German army was
completely driven from Albanian soil (November 1944).
During this period the Albanian people fought and
kriumphed over two hbig fascist powers, Italy and
Germany, which had successively occupied ocur country
with their troops, as well as over the reactionary or-
ganizations and armed forces — the fools of the
occupiers.
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Though 4t is an epic in itself and took place in
national and international circumstances quite unlike
the previous liberation wars, the Anti-fascist National
Liberation War cannot be separated from the centuries-
long efforts of our people for Iiberation, independence
and progress. It is a link in the historic revolutionary pro-
cess of national and social liberation which began in
the last century with the Nationa! Revival, led to the
proclamation of national independence in 1912, rose
to a higher stage with the June 1924 Revolution and
with the democratic and workers’ movement of the thir-
ties, and was finally crowned with the victary of Novem-
ber 29, 1944. The Anti-fascist National Liberation War
was the highest and the most decisive stage of this
process. It was {ransformed into a broad peogle’s revo-
Iution unprecedented in the history of the courntry,
This revolution had its roots deep in the centuries-long
struggle of our people for freedom and social justice,
and inherited brilliant patriotic and revolutionary tradi-
tions, a rich historial experience from the heroic past.

As the highest stage of the popular and revolutionary
movements of the country, the people’s revolution dif-
fered from the previous revolutions not only in that it
developed in new internal and external conditions, not
only in that it was more organized and more conscious,
having a more pronounced mass character, but also in
that it had such a revolutionary leadership as the Com-
munist Party of Albania which represented the most
progressive class of the country and was guided by
Marxist-Leninist science through the complicated situa-
tions of the political and social events and phenomena
of the Second World War. The Communist Party of
Albania gave the Anti-fascist National Liberation War
a clear program that responded to the interests of the
broadest strata of the people, it employed revolutionary
forms and methods of organization that ensured the
revolutionary unity of thought and action of the insur-
gent people and, finally, by its word and example, it
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created among the masses that unshakeable confidence
in their own strength and in wvictory, so indispensible
in the struggle of a small nation against far bigger and
stronger ememy, as the fascist occupiers were. As a result,
unlike what had happened with all the peonle’s move-
ments of the past, during the Anti-fascist National Libera~
tion War there took place such important political and
social processes which turned this into an anti-imperialist
and profoundly democratic people’s revolution, and its
triumph marked a radical turning point in the history
of the country, not only because the national guestion was
finally solved, but also because an overthrow was effected
in the existing social relations and the road was opened
for the transition to a new and much higher stage, the
construction of socialist society.

* * *

The Anti-fascist National Liberation War was
transformed into a people’s anti-imperialist democratic
revolution. The anti-imperialist democratic content of
the war was determined, first of all, by the objective
'social and political conditions themselves. In  Albania
there existed the oppressive political and economic order
of the fascist occupation, and also the feudal-bourgeois
social relations, which made up the base of support
for the occupiers. In these conditions, two fundamental
contradictions emerged: the contradiction beiween the
people and the occupiers, and the contradiction between
the masses of the people and the principal ruling and
exploiting classes and strata — the big landowners, tribal
chiefs, and the reactionary bourgeoisie. Solving these
contradictions was imperative to smash the shackles
which prevented the national, social, economie, and cul-
tural development of the country.

The objective conditions, both socio-economic and
political, had long since raised the issue of the fulfilment
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of the anti-imperialist and democratic tasks of the revo-
tution. After the proclamation of independence and the

‘areation of the Albanian national state in 1912, Albania
-did not achieve complete independence. It still remained
‘a. semi-feudal agrarian country at a time when Europe

had long ago eliminated feudalism and the overwhelming
majority of its countries had entered the higher stage
of capitalist development.

The first attempt, on a national scale, to bring about
a democratic and anti-imperialist change in Albania was
the June 1924 Revolution. This revolution, which was

.earried out under the leadership of the national bourgeoi-

sie, could not find a final solution to the national and
social problems, because the democratic-bourgeois regime

‘which came to power was shortlived, mainly because

of the intervention of international reaction and the laclk
of a sound leadership and organization of the democratic
revolutionary forces. Under the feudal-bourgeois regime
of Zog, our country, far from achieving a greater de-
gres of national independence, was turned into a semi-
colony of Italy.

_ In these conditions not only were the ruling classes
of the country unable to lead the struggle against the
imperialist threat, but, on the contrary, in many cases

they themselves became the instruments of imperialist
‘penetration. The feudal lords, tribal chiefs and most

of the rich bourgeocisie, who had always served as

‘instruments of the foreign enslavers, became tools of

the new fascist occupiers. The bourgeoisie of the country,

for its part, was weak, vacillating, and disorganized,
Thus, the fulfilment of the fundamental anti-im-

perialist democratic tasks remained always on the order

.of the day.

The communist groups strove to elaborate a pro-
gram to fulfil these tasks, but they could not achieve
their aims, because they did not possess the maturity and

energy necessary to elaborate and carry out a correct

revolutionary political line on a scientific basis. The
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communist groups often made erroneous and contra-
dictory assessments of the socio~economic situation of the
country and the strategic tasks emerging from it. There
were opinions to the effect that there was no working
class and no bourgeoisie and that, therefore, neither were
there the conditions for a revolution, that the commu-
nists should carry out only a «socialist revolution», that
the peasaniry «was not revolutionary», that the fascist
danger threatening the country could not force the com-
munist into seeking collaboration with the patriotic
nabionalists, etc. These opinions gave rise to differences
en matters of principle, and strife and dissension among
the groups, and did not permit the elaboration of a ge-
nuine and correct program of struggle against the anti-
popular regime of Zog and against imperialism and
fasclem. Erroneous assesments of the situation and m-
correct views on the political tasks of the movement
were apparent also in the stand taken by the communist
groups even after the occupation of the country up to
the founding of the Party. .

The Italian occupation of Albania created conditi-
ons which made the need to fulfil the anti-imperialist de-
mocratic tasks more acute, urgent, clear. The Italian occu-
pation emphasized and sharpened to the highest degree,
in particular, the external contradiction between the
Albanian people and Italian fascist imperialism which
now no longer represented an enemy that merely threat-
ened our national indipendence and the Albanian national
state, but an invading power which had totally stamped
out Albanian national independence and sovereignty, and
threatened the Albanian people with extermination.

The contradiction between the people and invading
Italian imperialism became the primary one. As a result,
first of all, the political and social-economie order of the
occupation had to be liquidated, the country had to be
liberated: this was an indispensable prerequisife to open~
ing the way for the solution of the other contradiction,
ie, the abolition of the feudal-bourgeois relations,
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The big landowners, the tribal chiefs and the reac-
tionary bourgeoisie which, had allowed the transforma-
tion of Albamia into an Italian semi-colony, after the
occupation of the couniry, became the social base,
the tools of the fascist enslavers, who, for their part, be-
came the support for feudal-bourgeois relations and the

rincipal exploiting classes. However, this interconnect-
ion did not affect the order of priorities: «The main
objective,» comrade Enver Hoxha emphasized, «is the
struggle against the occupier and, parallel with this, the
struggle against the traitorss1,

The order of priorities in the solution of the funda-
mental contradictions in Albania was also affected by the
anti-fascist world war, in the framework of which the
anti-fascist liberation war of the Albanian people was
being carried out. Even prior to the Second World War,
fascism had become the chief enemy of the peoples. With
the outbreak of the war, all the world faced a very great
danger — fascist enslavement. Germany, Italy and J apan
invaded the majority of the countries of Europe, North
Alfrica, and part of Asia. Hitlerite Germany attacked the
Soviet Union, the first socialist state. In these circumstan-
ces, for all the nations, including our people, the primary
task was the struggle 4o annihilate fascism the greatest
common enemy of all mankind.

In accordance with these concrete internal and exter-
nal conditions, the chief enemy of our people was the
fascist occupier, against whom the main struggle had
fo be spearheaded. The struggle against the occeupier
concerned the broadest strata of the people, for fascism
was the greatest oppressor not only of mational freedom,
but also of democratic freedoms, the supporter of the
most reactionary feudal-bourgeois and clerical-medjeval
forces. These circumstances gave the National Liberation
War its pronounced anti-imperialist and profoundly de-
mocratic character.

1. Enver Hoxha, Works, vol. 1, p. 443 (Alb. ed.).
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This determined also which classes and social strata
were to become the motive forces of the National Libe-:
ration War.

In the first place, the national and social liberation
of the country concerned the working class and the
peasaniry on which the burden of fascist oppression, mi-
sery, exploitation and slavery weighed heaviest. There-
fore, precisely these classes became the prinecipal motive
forces of the war. They set the tone for it, and put their
seal upon it with their demands for work, for bread,
for freedom and independence, for land end social jus-
tice. But the question of national liberation, which stood
out as the most imperative task, was an aspiration and
demand not only of the working class and the peasantry,
but of all the patriotic and progressive forces of the
country. Therefore, the issue was raised for the parti-
cipation «of all the patriotic and anti-fascist forces»! of
the country, «without distinction as to religion, region,
class or political trend»? in the Anti-fascist National
Liberation War. Thus, together with the working class
and the poor and middle peasantry, the petty-bourgeoi-
sie, the middle bourgeoisie of the cities, and the patrio-
tic intellectuals of different strata also took part in the
struggle. The participation of the young people and wo-
men of our couniry was on a particularly broad scale,

The character of the National Liberation War as a
profoundly popular revelution, with a general anti-im-
perialist and democratic tendency, was reinforced espe-

1. Resolution of the Meeting of the Communist Groups. PLA,
Principal Documents, vol. 1, p. 26 (Alb, ed.).

2, Resolution of the Peza Conference. Documents of the Revo~
lutionary National Liberation Supreme Organs of Power, p, 13 .
(Alb. ed).
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cially by the fact that it was led by the Communist Party
of Albania,

As is known, the triumph of the revolution does nnt
depend only on the revolutionary sttuation brought
about by the general crisis of the occupation, or by other
political and economic circumstances, The triumph of the
revolution also requir€s the subjective conditions — the
readiness and high political consciousness of the masses
and their sound leadership and organization. These con-
ditions never prepare themselves spontaneculsy. It was
the Communist Party of Albania which prepared the su-
bjective conditions for the revolution in Albania. In the
circumstances of a profoundly revolutionary situation,
the Party gave the anti-fascist resistance its organic co-
hesion, its clear program, its sound organization, its
deeply revolutionary spirit, its mass character, its lofty
consciousness and its unshakable confidence in victory.

It was the Party, which, in accordance with all
the above-mentioned conditions, knew how to work out
the strategic objectives and tasks to be achieved by this
war, knew how to link the question of national libera-
tion with that of .social liberation.

Right from its founding, the Party laid down in
clear-cut terms the strategic objective of the war: «To
fight for the national independence of the Albanian peo-
ple and for a people’s democratic government in an Al-
bania free from faseism»!. In the calls it addressed to the
people this objective was expressed in the strategic slo-
gans: «Fight for a free, independent, and people’s demo-
cratic Albania».

The purpose of this definition of the strategic ob-
jective was 1o realize a radical revolutionary overthrow
in connection with the ndtiomal question and the politi-
cal and social order, i.e., to show the way for the solution

of precisely those fundamental contradictions we men-
tioned above,

1. PLA, Principal Documents, vol, 1, p. 26 (Alb. ed.).
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«The guestion of state power,» Lenin says, «is the
principal question of any revolution»! Therefore, the
Amnti-fascist National Liberation War, too, as a people’s
revolution, could not fail to raise this question. Buf in
the concrete circumstances in which our war was being
waged, the principal question of the revolution could not
be this alone, separated from the question of mational Li-
beration. Therefore, the strategic objective, too, of the
National Liberation War always contained and present-
ed these two major tasks, mnational Iliberation and a
people’s democratic government, as closely linked with
one anocther.

At a time when the solution of the national question
presented itself as the first objective on which the
carrying out of the other tasks depended, and when all
the anti-fascist forces of the counfry without distinction
of class and political allegiance had to take part in the
struggle for the solution of this problem, the question of
the clags character of the political order could not be
more accurately defined. The main thing at that stage
was that the people’s democratic government and people’s
democratic Albania would be a negation of any previous
government and any previous political order, of the occu-
pation or pre-occupation years. To ensure the unity of all
the people in a single natiomal liberation fromt, without
excluding from this struggle even those strata of the
people who might have some monarchist tendencies or
convictions, the Party considered that it should be left
to the people themselves to determine the form of the
regime after liberation.

The wise and consistent stand on the question of
letting the people decide for themselves about the form
of the regime after the war (here is meant only the form
of the regime, and not the type of state power), on the
one hand, gave every patriot and anti-fascist regardless
or his political opinions, the opportunity to throw him-

1. V. I. Lenin, Works, vol. 25, p. 432 (Alb, ed.).

18




self into war against the occupiers and traitors; on the
other hand, it barred the way to all claims of Zog and his
followers who wanted to proclaim the monarchist Zogite
regime as the only lawful regime in Albania, in opposi-
tion to the will of the people.

The main objective during the Anti-fascist National
Liberation War was to ensure the triumph of the revo-
lution in the political field. But this does not mean that
the other objective, the solution of the economic-social
problems of the revolution, ie. the destruction of the:
economic base of the old order, was left aside. Political
revolution is mot and cannot be an aim in itself. The sei-
zure of power is the first and indispensible prerequisite
for economic-social transformations in the life of the
country,

The profound revolutionary processes that took pla-
ce during the National Liberation War, such as the
emergence of the Communist Party of Albania as the
leadership, and the mass participation of the workers,
poor peasants, and other oppressed strata in the eouncils
of the Front, in the organs of the state power,
and in the partisan and volunteer wunits of the
Natiomal Liberation Army, and on the other hand, the
i collaboration of the exploiting classes with the occupiers,
made it possible, among other things, to implement as
early as during the period of war, some measures that
affected the economic base of foreign capital and the big
landowners. But these measures were always taken in the
framework of the war against the occupiers and traitors.
The 2nd National Liberation Conference at Labinat deci-
ded on the confiscation of all property owned by Italian
companies in Albania (factories, mines, farms, stores of
machinery and building materials, dwelling houses, ete)
as well as the confiscation of the property owned by the
people’s enemies, the majority of whom were big land-
owners, tribal chiefs, and village notables. The confiscated
property became the people’s property and was put into
the national liberation fund. The Anti-fascist Committee,
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‘i.e.,, the Provisional Revolutionary Government, which
emerged from the Pérmet Congress, issued orders that
the land of the traitors should be given to the farmers
who tilled it, together with the produce, livestock and farm-
ing tools going with it. The farmers were also allowed
to work state owned property and to reap the benefit of
the produce and other income. The Anti-fascist Commit~
tee also undertook the registration of land, as well as
the compilation of statistics about the extent of arable
land, livestock, the number of landless peasansts or pea-
sants with little land, as a first step towards the imple-
mentation of the land reform after the war.

These measures testify to the ever greater deepening
of the revclutionary character of the Anti-fascist Na-
tional Liberation War which, while always keeping na-
tional liberation as its central task, had meade indispensi-
ble the destruction of the political rule of the big land-
owners and the bourgeoisie together with the destruction of
the rule of the occupiers, and, at the same time had pre-
pared strong premises for the liquidation of the feudal
and capitalist economic base as well as the destruction
of the economic base of foreign capital.

In the political and social circumstemces of the Na-
tional Liberation War, however precise and clear the
strategic objective laid down by the Party might be, the
fate of the people’s revolution would also depend on its
extension and depth, on the methods and ways through
which this objective would be attained, step by step, by
the aroused masses. Assessing the problem in this way,
in order to achieve national imdependence and establish
democracy, the Communist Party laid down and fought
for the fulfilment of three fundamental tasks: the uni-
ting of the people in the National Liberation Front, the
organization of the pgeneral armed uprising of the
people and the creation of the regular National Liberation
Army, the destruction of the old political power and the
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-setting up of the new political power of the national libe-
ration councils,

The Party corssidered these three tasks as three com-
ponent parts of the revolution, organically linked with
one another, as tasks that had to be carried out simultane-
ously and completely in the course of the war. Failure
to fulfil any one of these tasks would mean that the stra-
tegic objective, woyld not be achieved, ie, the revolu-
tion would not triumph.

«The Revolution,» says comrade Enver Hoxha, «is
the deed of the masses. Without their conviction, prepa-
ration, mobilization, and organization, no revelution can
triumph.»! It took time for the masses to be convinced
by their own experience of the correctness of the political
line of the Party, of its ability te lead them in the strug-
gle through which the unity and the organization of the
people would be achieved and their resistance transform-
ed into an armed liberation war.

It is a merit acknowledged and confirmed by life that
our Communist Party, led by the Central Committee, with
comrade Enver Hoxha at its head, knew how to utilize the
concrete obiective conditions, the situation that arose, the
weaknesses of the enemy, and the demands and aspira-
tions of the broad masses of the people.

It is no accident that only ten months after the found-
ing of the Party, on its initiative, the Peza Conference
{(September 1942) was called together, at which, in fact,
the minimum program of the Party became the program
of the National Liberation War. While defining the fulfil-
ment of the above mentioned tasks as an indispensible
conditfion for the achievement of the strategic objective
of the Naticnal Liberation War, at the same time, this
conference laid the political and organizational found-
ations of the National Liberation Front, the people’s

1. Enver Hoxha, Report at the 6th Congress of the FLA, The

6th Congress of the PLA, 1-7 November 1971, Tirana, 1972, p, 235
{Alb, ed.).
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state power, the national liberation councils, and the
armed uprising.

The Pariy considered as the only correct soiution
of each separate task, that it should be carried out in a
revolutionary way, on the basis of the uncompromising
struggle against the principal enemy — the occupiers
and their stooges inside the country — without yielding
to the difficulties and obstacles that would inevitably
emerge on the rcad of the revolution.

The Party insisted that the union of the people in
the National Liberation Front should be realized through
fighting, and only through fighting against the occupiers
and traitors, and only on the basis of the anti-fascist re-
volutionary program adopted at the Peza Conference.
Talks with representatives of different nationalist trends
were not excluded, but these talks were aimed only at
finding common ground for unity, always on the basis of
the war and the program of the National Liberation Front,
i.e., of the revolutionary line of the Party.

Through determined revolutionary struggle and
work, it was possible to attain the steel unity of the anti-
fascist, democratic forces in the National Liberation
Frontaround the Communist Party. The Party kept un-
altered its strategic objective of the union the people in the
war regardless of class and political opinions, always con-
sidering the occupiers as the main enemy and directing
the spearhead of the struggle against them, while fight-
ing the «Balli Kombétar», «Legaliteti» and the other re-
actionary irends as tools of the fascist occupiers, and not
as exploiting classes, It was impossible to step beyond this
framework, for otherwise the war and the triumph of the
revolutionary forces gathered around ' the Communist
Party would have been endangered.

The profoundly revelutionary solution of the problems
of the people’s revolution brought about the continued
deepening of the class differentiation of the inter-
nal socio-political forces. In the Autumn of 1943 such a
differentiation reached its climax. At that time, two
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groups, irreconcilable mortal ememies, stood face to face.

In the group of the revolutionary forces, the work-
ing class, the poor peasantry and the other oppressed
strata of town and countryside played the major role. In
the opposite group, the major role was played by the big
landowners and merchants, tribal chiefs, and rich pea-
sants who «bound themselves hand and foot with the in-
vading enemy against the people~! in order to defend the
existing feudal-bourgeois order and to guard their wealth,
privileges, and political power, which were endangered
by the victorious conclusion of the National Liberation
War.

The union of the people in the National Liberation
Front proved unbreakable in the face of the powerful
blows of the enemy. It expanded continuously, admit
ting to its ranks even those people who had been deceiv-
ed but who, faced with the triumphant march of the
National Liberation War, recognized their error, abandoned
the road of treason, and joined the anti-fascist revoluti-
onary forces.

The continuous deepening of the revolutionary cha-
racter of the National Liberation War and the union
of the masses of the people in the Front  did not
change the broad basis of the political and social forces
taking part in this revolution.

It should be pointed out that considering the condi-
tions of our country, the Communist party devoted par-
ticular attention to the peasantry, and, thus, in the pro-
cess of the war, it laid the foundations for the alliance of
the peasantry with the working dlass. The peasantry be-
came the broadest base of the National Liberation Front, the
main, striking force in the general armed uprising, and the
great support of the people’'s democratic state power born
from this struggle. Over the tidal wave of the anti-fascist
revolutionary movement, it linked itself with steel bonds
with the Communist Party, and through the Party,

1. Enver Hoxha, Report at the 4th Congress of the Demo-
cratic Front, Reports and Speeches 1987-1963, p. 165 (Alb. ed),
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with the working class, and fought with debermination
for the implementation of the revolutionary political
line of the Communist Party, thus bearing the main
brunt of the war. :

This did not happen by accident. The peasantry,
which made up the overwhelming majority of the POPU--
lation, harboured in its bosom profoundly patriotic tradi-
tions and great revolutionary energies. Only in the pro-
gram of the Communist Party did it see and feel sure that-
its burning desires for freedom, land and progress would
be fulfilled, That is why, it became so resolute & fighter
for the implementation of the program of the Party in the
National Liberation War; that is why after the war, too,
it continued to march with determination on the road of the
Party as a reliable supporter and fiery defender of the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat.

It should be emphasized that, although there was a
broad base for the socio-political forces of the National
Liberation War, and although the peasantry played a de-
cisive role in this war, as its largest forces, the Party
kept intact the leading role of the working class in this
struggle.

The union of the people and their armed struggle
created the necessary base and possibilities for the
emergence and development of the power of the mational
liberation councils.

On the question of the state power, comrade
Enver Hoxha stressed, «there cannot be any ambiguity:
only the power of the councils and no other power should
exist; there is no compromise or duality about this»!,
It is well-known how strongly the ill-famed Mukje agree-
ment and other deviations were cendemned from this de-
termined revolutionary stand. The proclamation of the-
councils, by the 2nd National Liberation Conference of
Labinot in September 1943, as «the sole power of the

1. Enver Hoxha, Letter to all regional party committees, October
1. 1943. Works, vol. 1, p. 427 (Alb. ed).
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people in Albamias, was the logical result of the line

defined by the Party regarding
power.

the question of the state

In struggle against the enemy, the power of the na-
tional liberation councils gained strength and rich experi-
ence in matters of government as the only state power
of the people in Albania. This rapid progress made on
the question of the state power and the triumphant march
of the Anti-fascist National Liberation War on all fronts,

imposed the necessity of calling

the Comgress of Pérmet

which was convened in May 1944, This Congress laid the
foundations, according to the will of the people, of the
new state of pecple’s democraey; it created the Anti-fag-

cist National Liberation Couneil,

as the first people’s asse-

mbly, and the sole representative body of the sovereignty

of the Albanian people and state,
mittee as a provisional governme

and the Anti-fascist Com-
nt which was transform-

ed into the Demoeratic Government of Albania at the
2nd Meeting of the Anti-fascist National Liberation Coun-
cil, held in Berat in October 1944,

Thus in the course of the war and without waiting
for its end, the old fascist and landowner-bourgeois state
power was demolished and replaced with the new demo-
cratic power of the national liberation councils; moraover,

when the necessary conditions had been created, the de-

mocratic government was formed and the new Albamian

state of the people’s dem. Tacy
the will of the people.

Was set up according to

The struggle of the insurgent Albanian people, which

was being waged for the liberati

on of the country as well

as for the destruction of the old political order and for the
setting up of the new power, led also to the creation of a
people’s armed force organized as an army, ranging from
the first guerrilla units and volunteer partisan detach-
ments, up to the regular National Liberation Army.

Its fundamental feature, that which made it a new

army of the people’s revolution,

lay in the fact that the

CPA secured the political and military leadership in it.
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The fighters of the National Liberation Army, in which
the workers, the most revolutionary section of the youth
of towns, took part on a wide scale, as well as an over-
whelming majority of the peasants, especially the poor
peasants, were inspired by the Party with a fighting spirit.
They were imbued with revolutionary fedlings, temper-
od with the virtutes of proletarian morality and the best
national traditions, and made conscious of the necessity
of dedicating themselves wholly and solely to serving the
interests of the pecple and the homeland. Created on these
foundation, the National Liberation Army assisted the
people of the liberated areas to set up and defend the new
political power, and fook part, together with the people
and their power, in solving problems of an economic, social
and cultural character. These new features of the army of
the insurgent people constituted the soundest guarantee
that it would remain unswervingly loyal to the revolution
and ifs objectives, as defined by the Party.

This was the kind of army, with over 70,000 fighters,
strongly supported by the people, led by the CPA and by
the General Staff with comrade Enver at the head, which
successfully carried out its historic mission. 1t drove the
occupation forces from Albanian soil, destroyed the old
political order as well as the reactionary organizations
and forces which had made common cause with the
enemy, and became the reliable defender of the new state
power that was being set up.

From one stage to another, the people’s revolution
was constantly deepened and tempered through inumera-
ble tests and perils, such as the ferror in the cities, the
large-scale miilitary operations carried out one after
another in strength by the joint German-quisling

forces, the brutal attempts *of the Anglo-Americans
at intervening in order to rescue the Zogist-Ballist reac-
tionary forces and the landowner-bourgeois order from
demise, as well as through many other mpolitical, eco-
nomic and military difficulties. The unity of the people
in the National Liberation Front, the power of the natio-
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nal liberation councils and the National Liberation Avmy,
under the wise and bold leadership of the CPA, yroved
unbreakable and fully capable of ensuring the final
victory over the ‘internal and external enemies,

How did the CPA manage to emerge as the sole
leader of the insurgent people in the National Liberation
War?

To lead the masses of the people is the ardent desive
of any party of the working class, since leadership by
such a pariy, which ensures the hegemonous role of the
working class in revolution, is a law for the victory of
the revolution. But not every workers’ party achieves
this end.

Both objective and subjective factors played a part
in ensuring the leading role of our Party in the war,

One important factor which helpad the CPA to be-
come the leadership and to achieve this relatively quickly,
was the revolutionary situation in Albania, The absence
of other political parties in the country can be mentioned
as a favourable circumstance. Owing to its weakness and
incapability, the Albanian bourgeoisie was unable to create
a political party of its own which could have played
any significant role, and even less, a leading role in the
war against fascism, But neither the general crisis of
fascism and the revolutionary situation in the country,
nor any other circumstances, made, or could have made
the CPA automatically the leader of the Anti-fascist War.,

The Party became the leadership owing to its correct
Marxist-Leninist political line and its ability to imple-
ment this line, basing itself on the Marxist-Leninist theo-
ry, the objective conditions, the revolutionary situation,
and on its own revolutionary experience and that of the
masses of the people.

The Party, as comrade Enver says, «gave the insur-
gent people a clear program of action and showed them
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the only correet way to put it into practice-!. This prog-
ram responded very well to the general demand of the
masses for the liberation of the homeland, to the burning
desires of the common townspeople and peasants for
freedom, bread, land, democracy and progress, 10 the
interests of the people and of the revolution on a national
and international scale. _

However, to work out a correct line is only one aspect’
of the job. No matter how correct the political line of a
party of the working class is, it remains lifeless unless
the party is itself determined to implement it and is
capable of implementing it. .

The CPA was created as a party of action, to defend
the interests of the people and of the homeland through
war, and not as a party of idle talk and sterile debates in
parliaments clubs, or wordy newspapers. Our Party was
not created by breaking away from some social-democrat
party. Social-democratic traditions had been glmost non-
existent in the Albanian workers’ movement. Right
from the beginning, the CPA was created as a revolu-
tionary party of the working class, as a party of the
new type, built on Marxist-Leninist ideological and
organizational foundations, as a party free of the menta~
lity and methods of parliamentarianism and legal activity.
1t was born in the conditions of underground activity and
fascist terror. «The role of the Party in this war», comra~
de Enver Hoxha stressed, «should be one of inspiration
and leadership, not with words and debates, but with
concrete deeds, by merging with the masses, with their
practical life.n!

It was precisely  the revolutionary activity of the
Party, the courage, justice, honesty, and example of the
vanguard fighter, of the communist, that convinced the

1. Enver Hoxha, Speech on the 25th anniversary of Liberation.
Speeches 1969-1970, p, 82 (Alb. ed).

2. Enver Hoxha, Report at the Meeting of the CC of the CPA,
February 1943. Works, vol. 1, p. 230 (Alb. ed)
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masses, through their own experience, of the correciness
of the political line of the Party, so that they embraced
this line and recognized the Party as their only rightful
leadership.

But how was it possible for a new, small Party,
without much revolutionary experience, to work out such
a correct line and put it inio practice with such deter-
mination? : I

First of alll, it reljed strongly on the ideology of the
working class and on the revolutionary experience of its
own people, and it remained loyal to the principles of
Marxism-Leninism and Implemented them creatively.

In this an important role was played by its prole-
tarian organization, and the revolutionary implementation
with unswerving sirictness of the Leninist proletarian
norms in its structure snd entire inner life, especially the
steel unity in the party ranks both in working out and
in  implementing its revolutionary political line. Qur
Party had to fight between two fires, against both the
external enermy and the enemy inside the Party, against
any manifestation of sectarianism and opportunism.

'This resolute, principled and all-sided struggle of the
Party enabled its members, regardless of their social sta-
tus, which was mainly peasant and petfty-bourgecis (due
to the objective social conditions of the country), to be-
come tempered and imbued with a profound proletarian
consciousness, t6 work and fight like genuine vanguard
proletarians, very closely linked with the masses of the
people, and to become ardent champions of the people’s
interests. ]

These were some of the circumstances and charac-

- teristics which made our Party, although very small in
- numbers (only 200 at itg creation, and only 2,800 at
the end of the war), such a mighty force as to be capable
of organizing and leading an entire people in war against
savage and powerful enemies, and of ensuring such deci-
sive and vital victories within the space of three years.
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An important role in transforming the Anti-fascist
National Liberation War into a people’s revolution was
played by the revolutionary line followed by the Com-
munist Party of Albanja towards the great anti-fascist
‘world coalition.

The Anti-fascist National Liberation War of the
Albanian people was a direct component of the Great
Anti-fascist World War, As such, its fate was linked with
the destruction of fascism on a world scale as the common
enemy of all peoples. Proceeding from this stand, the
CPA determined its own strategic and tactical attitude
towards the Amti-fascist World War and towards the
participants in ithis war.

The Communist Party and the National Liberation
Front, immediately after its creation, issued the call «we
must link our National Liberation War as closely as possi-
ble with the just war of the Soviet Union, Britain, and the
United States of America, as well as with the war of all
peoples oppressed under the heel of fascism»! and in the
first place, «with the heroic war of the Soviet Union,
which is on the forefront of the liberation struggle against
fascism»2.

Fven before this, the Albanian communist, democrats
and patriots, fighting against the fascist danger which
threatened Albania, had expressed their solidarity with
the nations attacked by the fascists; with the Chinese
people when Japan attacked China, with the people of
Ethiopia when Ialy invaded Abyssinia, with the Aus-
trian and Czechoslovak pegples when Germanv occupied
these countries. The progressive and peace-loving forces
-of our country condemmned the betraval of the peoples by
the «Western democracies», which reached its climax with
the shameful Munich Agreement. The anti-fascist feelings

1. The PLA, Principal documents, vol. 1, p. 83, (Alb, ed)),
2. Idem, p. 31
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of the Albanian revolutionaries and patriots were espe-
cially apperent in defence of the revolution of the Spa-
nish Republic, which was attacked by Italy, Germany,
and the Spanish fascisis. Scores of Albanian volunteers,
many of whom laid down their lives in the war against
fascism, fought shoulder to shoulder with the Spanish
people and the anti-fascists of the International Brigade.

After invading our country, fascist Italy tried in
every way to drag the Albanian people in behind it
against those countries on which it had declared war,
But our people have Rever, on any occasion, reconciled
themselves to an invader. On the contrary, they have
risen even muore fiercely against them and linked
their liberation war more and more closely with
the war of the oppressed pecples. They reacted
particularly strongly when the Italian  troops, start-
ing from occupied Albanian territory, commitbed their
‘aggression against the Greek people, as well as later on
when the German and Italian armies attacked Yugosla-
via. Our freedom-loving people foiled the plan of the
Italian enslavers to transform Albania into a calm and
secure bridgehead for the invasion of the other coun-
tries of the Balkans. Albania became a land on fire. its
soil burning under the feet of the Italian aggressors.

The perfidious attack of Germany against the Soviet
Union was not only received with great indignation in
Albania, but it also gave fresh impetus to the liberation
war of the Albanian people, who, as comrade Enver Hoxha
says, now «felt that their blood would not be shed in
vain.1,

The Communist Party and the National Liberation
Front, making e very correct assessment of the anti-
fascist coalition of the people and of the alliance of the
Soviet Union with Great Britain and the United States of
America as a historical necessity which was dictated by

. 1. Speech at the Meeting of the Presidium of the National Li-
beration General Council, April 15, 1944, Ceniral Party Archives,
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the circumstances for saving the world from fascist bon-
dage, worked with might and main, all through the war
years, to strengthen the linking of our anti-fascist war
with the Anti-fascist World War, and made the insurgent
Albanian people one of the most active participants in the
coalition of the Anti-fascist World War.

In proportion to its very small population and terri-
tory, insurgent Albania made a valuble contribution to
the common victory over fascism, by fully engaging in
this war 15 Italian and German divisions and inflicting he-
avy losses on the enemy. It did not permit the Italian and
German ocoupiers to send even a single small detachment
of Albanian mercenaries to fight on the Soviet Front or
any other front outside the country. On the conirary it
sent thousands of fighters of its National Liberation Ar-
my to aid the valiant Yugoslav peoples and theAlbanian
brothers of Kosova, Macedonia, and Montenegro, in the
heroic fight they were waging together against the Ger-
man nazis.

Twenty eight thousand martyrs laid down their lives
for the liberation of the homeland and for the common

cause of the war against fascism. The active role of the

Albanian people in the great anti-fascist war is already
recognized throughout the world. Only some bourgeois-
fascist and revisionist politicians and historians, have for
evil purposes sought to play down and deny this contri-
bution, to obscure this truth. _
Of course. the contribution made by our peovle, as
participants of the anti-fascist coalition, is only one as-
pect of the links of our National Liberation War with the
Anti-fascist World War. The other aspect is the great as-
sistance which our insurgent pople foundin the common
war of the great allies and the enslaved peoples
against fascism. This war was a powerful support, both
for all the other enslaved peoples and for the insurgent
Albanian people, because it hastened the inevitable doom
of fascism and opened prospects for the final liberation of
these peoples, including our own. ‘
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An especially important and decisive role in the des-
truction of fascism was played by the Great Patriotie
War of the Soviet people and by the Red Army led by
J.V. Stalin, a role which the Pérmet Congress assessed
as «ihe greatest aid ever given our people throughout
historys1,

The Albanian people have never denied and will ne-
ver deny such assistance. Although the Red Army did not
come to Albania, the Albanian people consider the victo
ry of the Soviet Union over Hitlerite Germany as the de-~
tisive external factor of their historie victory, in the sense
that, by bearing the:-brunt of the Second World War and
playing the chief role in destroying fascism, the Soviet
‘Union created the appropriate conditions for our people to
‘wage such an heroic and revolutionary war and to achieve
the complete liberation of the country and the establish-
ment of the people’s power, through their own struggle.

But it would be an ugly distortion o pretend that the
war of the great allies in general, or the war of the Soviet
Union in particular, constitutes the only principal factor in
the liberation of Albania, and more over in the victory of
our people’s revolution, as is being said in the present day
social-imperialist Soviet Union and elsewhere by some
‘politicians, militarymen, and others who have betrayed
Marxism-Leninism and the common anti-fascist war, for
which some millions of people laid down their lives.

Although it was linked with the destruction of fascism
on a world scale, the fate of our Anti-fascist War, was to
be decided here, in Albania. We do not say this just to~
day. The CPA, and the National Liberation General Coun-
<il, calling on the people to unite and rise as one in war
against the occupiers and traitors, pointed out to them
that «our future depends on this war», «the fate of the
country depends on the issue of the war we are waging,

1. Declaration of the Pérmet Congress, May 1944, Documents of
the Supreme Organs of the Power..... p. 155 (Alb, ed.).
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and the more fiercely it is waged against the occupier,
the nearer the day of liberation»1,

The principle of self-reliance which had found its ex-
pression in the slogan «Freedom is won through blood-
shed and war and does not come as a gift», ran through
the entire policy and activity of the CPA, the National Li-
beration Front and the National Liberation Army, through-
out the people’s uprising. It was precisely the consistent
and determined implementation of this principle which
ensured that Albania would achieve its liberation and
such a profound revolutionary victory through its own
efforts, without the need for the Red Army or any other
friendly army fo set foot on its territory.

The implementation of the principle of -self-reliance
was of vital importance not only for the liberation of the
country from the cceupiers, but in the first place for the
fate of the people’s revolution, for the future of Albania,
as a fully independent and sovereign country, for the des-
truction of the landowner-bourgeois order, and for the
construction of a new democratic order.

However, the British and US imperialist circles did
not want to understand that «the old times had gone for
good, that history would not be repeated, as they wished,
that Albania would no longer be a chattel to be bargained
over»?, The imperialist great powers have always used,
and still try to use, the small countries as tools predestin-
ed to serve their predatory interests exclusively. This lo~
gic runs through their entire policy and activity towards
Albania in the period of the Second World War and after.
While reading the British-US documents or the war years
concerning Albania, one finds nothing but continued
efforts on their part to establish complete control-over the
National Liberation War and the entire political, social

1. Call of the CC of the CPA, April 1943, PLA, Principal Do-
cuments, vol. 1, p. 149 (Alb, ed).

2. Enver Hoxha, Speech at Pérmet on the 20th anniver-
of the Pérmet Congress, «Zéri i popullit», May 27, 1964.
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and economic life of our country, to prevent the war from
taking a turn to the «left»~ and the Communist Party from
emerging at the head of the war as the leader of the in-
surgent people. Their main concern was to bring into the
leadership the landowners, tribal chieftains, and the react-
ionary bourgeoisie with the organisations representing
them, the «Legaliteti» and «Balli Kombétar», to save these
organizations (even though thev wene closely colla-
borating with the fascist enemy) from the danger of de-
feat and death, to stop Albania from entering the zone of
«Soviet influence», and to bring it within the zone of
«British influence», The British and Americans thought
that the Albanians could do nothing without the aid of the
allies, and that «aftet the war Albania will not be in a
situation to stand on its own feet. It will have to con-
sent to British or American tutelage~1.

This accounts for the tense and very difficult rela-
tions existing between the General Council and the Gene-
ral Staff, on the one hand, and the British and American
military missions and the Mediterranean High Command
on the other. The Communist Party, the Genera] Council of
the Front, and the General Staff, did not accept orders, con-
trol, or the imposition of strategy from abroad, but carri-
ed out only their cwn orders, policy, and strategy. They
did not tolerate any interference in the internal affairs of
the National Liberation War, were not embarrassed by the
lack of supplies fromr the British and Americans, or their
failure to recognize the Democratic Government, and did
not interrupt, even for a moment, their revolutionary war
and work for the complete liberation of the country, and
the establishment and consolidation of the people’s power,
They vegarded the presence of the Anglo-Ameri-
can troops in Albania as quite unnecessary and did not
permit it. Comrade Enver Hoxha and the General Staff of

1. Secret Document of the Foreign Office, N0 R 1753/39/90.
June 1943. Public Record Office,
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our Army refused the request of the Anglo-Americans to
land their forces in Albania allegedly to aid us in the war
against the Germans, because they were clear about the
latters’ imperialist aims, and were convinced that the Na-
tional Liberation Army and the freedom-loving Albanian
people were entirely capable of liberating their own
country.

All these things show that self-reliance ensures the
victory of the revolution. This does not imply that the sup-
port given by external revolutionary forces should be
disregarded. Any negation or undervalution of the sup-
port by external revolutionary forces does great harm
to the revolution. But, overestimation of external support,
and failure to carry out fully and with determination the
principle of self-reliance, inevitably leads the liberation
war and the revolution to catastrophe, as has happened in
a series of counftries.

It emerges from the aforesaid that the Albanian Anti-
fascist National Liberation War, as a people’s revolution,
assumes a more profound significance than that genera-
Ily given previously to a people’s democratic revolution,
and differs in content and in its outcome from many other
anti-imperialist democratic revolutions.

Our people’s revolution not only embraced the over-
whelming majority of the people, among which the poor
of town and countryside occupied the main place, but, while
solving anti-imperialist democratic tasks, while never
going beyond the national liberation framework, was car-
ried outunder the sole leadership of the Communist Party,
that is, of the working class; it was carried out by pro-
foundly revolutionary methods and means, planted and
nurtured in its bosom the seed of the socialist revolution,
led to the complete victory of national independence and
the establishment of the people’s power, of the dictator-
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ship of the proletariat, detached Albania from the world
capitalist system and put it on the road of socialist
development. As such it became an inseparable part of
the world proletarian revolution.

Because of this significance and this content of the
people’s revolution in our country, the word «people’s»
was retained even after liberation: «the state of the dicta-
torship of the proletariat was named «The People’s Repu-
blic of Albania», and our proletarian state power is usua-
lly called «the people’s power». In both cases the word
«people’s» implies the broad basing of the proletarian,
socialist character of the power and the state, on the ma-
sses of the people — on the working class, the labouring
peasantry, and the socialist intelligentsia, wunder the
leadership of the party of the working class.

‘By completing all its strategic anti-imperialist and de-
mocratic tasks, the Anti-fascist National Liberation War
prepared all the conditions for the uninterrupted develop~
ment of the revdlution, for the defence and further deve-
lopment of the victory achieved in this war, and for
its transition to the socialist stage.

Unlike what had happened formerly with the natio=
nal liberation and democcratic movements in 1912, 1920,
and even in 1924, when, although they fought and shed
their blood, after the wictory the masses of the people
were forced to lay down their weapons, while the power
remained in the hands of the ruling and exploiting classes,
and unlike what happened in many European countries
after the viclory over fascism, this time the insurgent
people in Albunia, led by the Communist Party. retained
their weapons so as to ensure not only national liberation
but also social emancipation. The war was not yet over,
when in May 1944 the Ist Plenum of the CC instructed: «We
should do away with the idea that with the departure of
the Germans we have done the whole job, and are only
waiting for this to lay down our arms and go home. We
should make it clear to the comrades of the army that we
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are never going to lay down our arms until cur country
and the Albanian people have won full freedom-!.

Immediately after liberation, the state of people’s de-
mocracy, emerging from the Anti-fascist Nationa! Libe-
ration War, was proclaimed a People’s Republic by the
Constituent Assembly according to the will of the people.
This was a state of the dictatorship of the proletariat. At
the same time, all-sided measures were taken for the de-
fence, consolidation, and improvement of the people’s
power. .

Thirty years have passed since the day of liberation
and the triumph of the people’s revolution. This has been
the period of a triumphant march in all fields of the
country’s life. The revolution which triumphed in the poli-
tical field on November 29, 1944, continuing without in-
terruption, triumphed in the economic field, too, with
the building of the economic base of socialism both
in the town and in the countryside. Now this revolu-
tion has entered the new stage of the building of the com-
plete socialist society, in which, along with the streng-
thening and improvement of the political superstructure
and the economic and material-technical base. and the
improvement of the relations of production, the aim is
to achieve victory in the ideological field as well.

Albania, formerly the mwost backward country in
Europe from the social, ®conomic, and cultural aspect, has
succeeded in establishing the most advanced political and
economic-social order, socialism, which is inevitably the
future of the entire world society. On this foundation, an
unparalleled development has been ensured in the econo-
my and culture, in the material-technical base, and in
raising the wellbeing of the people. _
- The colossal revolutionary advances and transform-
ations accomplished in the last 30 years in Albania speak
of the historic importance of the victory achieved on No-

1. Enver Hoxha, Report to the 1st Plenum of the CC, May 1944:
Works, vol. 2, p. 204 (Alb. ed.). ‘ :
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vember 29, 1944, bear out the correctness of the political
line of the Party, and the ever fresh transforming and
mobilizing vitality of Marxism-Leninism, and demonstra-
te the inexhaustible energy, creative ability and unbreak-
able strength, to be found in a people which is led by the
revolutionary party of the working class.

The PLA has never believed that the revolution is
won once and forever. The persistent continuation of the
struggle to climb all the lofty steps of the revolution, to
achieve victory in all its fields and, at the same time, to
defend these victories, is more important and more deci-
sive than any of the partial battles to ensure the victory
on one or the other front at this or that stage of the re-
volution. : '

Just as tHe revolution can be won, it can also be des-
troyed. It can be destroved by direct armed intervention
by the internal and external enemies, but it can be also
wiped out by peaceful means, when, in the face of the
strong pressure of international imperialism and bourgeois
reaction, added {o the internal bourgecis pressure, its lead-
ership capitulates and betrays Marxism-Leninism and
the revolution. This is what happened in Yugoslavia, this
is what happened in the Soviet Union and in some other
former socialist countries, where, as is known, the revolu-
tion had once triumphed.

Now the October Revolution in the Soviet Union
and the victories of the socialist revolution in the other
ccuntries where the revisionist cliques hold sway are used
only as masks to cover the betrayal of the revolution and
Marxism-Leninism, to hide from the masses the deviation
from the road of revolution and socialism, to hide the re-
establishment of capitalism under a «socialist~ cloak.

Both the attempis at armed intervention and counter«

revolution by the external enemies, the imperialists and

revisionists, and by the internal enemies, the landowners,
tribal chiefs, and the bourgeoisie, and the attempts at
annihilating the revolution by peaceful means, have fail-
ed in Albania. This means that the dangers with which
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the revolution and socialism are threatened can be avoid-
ed. What happened in the Soviet Union and in some
other formerly socialist countries by no means shows the
weakness of socialism and Marxism-Leninism, as the
bourgeois ideologists try to present the matter, but it
shows where deviation from the principles of Marxism-
‘Leninism and socialismleads. From this bitter experien-
ce our Party has drawn conclusions of great value and
has adopted a series of measures to ensura the uninter-
runted continuation of the revolution and of socialist
tonstruction, and to achieve the complete and final vie-
tory of the socialist read the capitalist road of develop-
ment.

The thirty years that have elapsed since the victory
of November 29, 1944 indicate that any couniry, even
a small one like Albania, can march triumphantly ahead
‘on its own feet along the road of revolution and socia-
lism. The internal and external enemies, however sava-
ge, big and powerful are not in a position to crush the
revolution wWhen it is led by the party of the working
class which stands loyal to the people, socialism, Marxism-
Leninism, and proletarian internationalism. when this
leadership preserves and strengthens steel links with the
masses of the people, and makes its pelitical line and the
revolution itself the concern of these masses, on the
basis of profound revolutionary political and 1de0{loglcal'
conwctlons ¢

Comrades,

It is a great honour to me to present the report at
the opening of this Conference today, on a day beloved
and dear for all us communists and citizens of our
People’s Republic, on the occasion of the 30th anniversary
of the founding of the Communist Party of Albania.

November 8, 1941 brought about November 29,
1944, the liberation of the country and the triumph of the
people’s revolution.
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The steel-like foundations of the achievements of

these 30 years we are commemorating in these festive
days were laid during those three glorious vears of the
National Liberation War, when dating from when our
heroic Party was born on November 8, 1941,

Thety were foundations laid on the blood and bodies
of our comrades who gave their lives for freedom and
the hanpy days we are enjoying mow, they were laid
through the struggle and sacrifices of an entire nation
under the wise and courageous leadership of the Party
with comrade Enver Hoxha at the head, therefore our
.revolution has made great progress and is constantly
forging ahead, powerful and invincible. Just as in the
fiery days of the great Anti-fascist National Liberation
War, having our freedom-loving, hardworking and revo-
futionary people always by its side, today, too, our Party
and its Central Committee with comrade Enver Hoxha
and its comrade-in-armeés at the head, are holding aloft,
unlowered and unsullied the glorious banner of the
people’s revolution, as they did yesterday facing these
bitter and powerful enemies, the Italian and Cerman
fascists, and as they do today facing the US imperialists
and the Soviet social-imperialists, as well as all their sto-
oges and agents, traitors whom our people have at any
time rejected with disgust and thrown on to the rub-
bish heap.

Long live the heroic Party of Labour and its wise
leadership loyal to the people, who forge and guard the
victories of the Anti-fascist National Liberation War
and of the Socialist Revolution!

Glory to Marxism-Leninism!
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NDRECI PLASARI, Professor

THE UNITY OF THE PEOPLE AROUND THE CPA IN
THE NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT

{ Report)

The problem of the union of the masses of the people
in the liberation war and in the revolution is a major key
problem which constitutes a decisive factor for the fate
of the war and the revolution. -

There can be no correct solution of this problem
outside the concrete conditions of this period in: which
the liberation war or the revolution is being carried
out, outside the aims of the class forces concerned in the
overthrow of the oppressing political and -economie
social order, and in the solution of the decisive, anta-
gonistic social contradictions impeding the development
of a country, a people or a nation.

Therefore, in the difficult historical periods, the
solution to the problem of uniting the masses of the
people will be different. In this key question what is
common to every period is that without unity there
is no victory.

This has been reaffirmed by the history of li-
beration wars in Albania. Whenever the Albanian people
have succeeded in uniting, they have been invincible to
their enemies, however great, powerful and savage they
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may have been. The Albanians, united around Scander~
beg, ensured themselves immortal glory by smashing
the repeated omslaughts of the great army of the Ottoman
Empire, the strongest army of the time that had struck.
terror into the heart of Europe. Without unity the
Albanians would have been unable to rise in the struggla
for freedom in the past century and at the beginning
of this century, under the great leaders of the National
Renaissance, and they would not have won their inde-
pendence, nor succeeded in creating the Albanian na-
tional state in 1912,

But such a strong and stable unity of the Albanian
people as that which was attained in the Anti-fascis}
National Liberation War under the leadership of the
Communist Party of Albania (CPA) had never been
known before in the many centuries of Albanian history,

The unity of the people in their war against the
Italian and German occupiers and the local traitors was
embodied in the National Liberation Front.

The union of the Albanian people in the National
Liberation Front could not but bear the brand of the
objective and subjective historical~social conditions under
which it was realized.

The circumstances of the low level of development
of Albania of that time, as a semi-feudal agrarian country,
determined that the major place in the Front and the
decisive role in the war belonged to the peasantry which
constituted more than four fifths of the population
{77 percent of them poor peasants), and preserved in its
bosom deep patriotic traditions and great revolutionary
energy, created in the struggle for freedom and land in
the course of centuries. In the Communist Party the
peasantry found its resolute defender and fighter for its
political, economic, and social interests, therefore it
embraced the Party’s political line ’en masse’ and recog-
nized it as the sole leader in the war., '

- The character of the National Liberation War as an
anti-fascist, anti-imperialist democratic revolution and,
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in conformity with this, the strategic slogan of the CPA
for the union in the National Liberation Front of all the
patriotic and anti-fascist forces of the country without
distinction as to religion, region, class or political con-
viction, conditioned the broad social basis of this union.

Albania was a couniry oppressed and exploited by
foreign enslavers for centuries on end. Liberation from
the foreign yoke, freedom and national independence,
have been a dream and an aspiration not only of the
poor, but of the entire Albanian people, with the exception
of the big feudal landowners, the tribal chiefs and the
handful of rich bourgeoisie who have always served as
tools of the foreign rulers, and became lackeys of the
fascist invaders, too.

The occupation of the country by fascist Italy deeply
hurt the national sentiments and the interests of the
broadest social strata of the country. In the political
line of the CPA and its struggle to carry out this line,
these strata found the assurance of the fulfilment of
their demands and desires for the driving out of the
occupiers and the building of a free, independent, and
democratic Albania.

This brought about that not only the working class
and the labouring peasantry, which constituted the main
forces, but also the petty and middle bourgeoisie of the
city, the patriotic intellectuals, as well as a number
of anti-fascist and democratic elements from the upper
strata all united in the National Liberation Front under
the leadership of the CPA.

The youth in particular, whe constituted the most
vigorous force of the movement, poured into the Front.
In the beginning the working and school youth joined
in, then the peasant vouth. In the political line of the
Party and in the program of the National Liberation
Front the youth found the prospect of fulfilment of their
burning material and spiritual desires for freedom and
independence, for economic, educational and cultural
development and progress, for a prosperous and happy
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life. The Communist Party not only ensured a very broad
participation of the youth in the National Liberation
War, which was unprecedented in the past, but created
all the conditions for the youth as a principal factor of
this war. It was not by chance that the National Libera-
tion War of the Albanian penple was nalled «the war of the
yvouths.

A new phenomenon in the union of the people in
the National Liberation War was the broad and active
participation of the women. Unlike the other liberation
wars, in the last war the woman did not play the role
of a mere auxiliary to her husband, but she took part,
shoulder to shoulder with him, in all forms of the
struggle, including the armed fighting. For the women
the war had a two-fold liberating revolutionary character:
for the elimination.of both foreign and internal domina-
tion, and of the age-old enslavement of the women
themselves.

The sole and undivided leadership by the CPA de-«
termined the deeply revoluticnary and militant charac-
ter of the union of the people in the National Liberation
Front, the realization of the leading role of the working
cltass and of the unbreakable alliance of this class with
the peasantry, which constituted the steel-like foun-
dation of this union, the high level of political conscious~
ness, the guarantee of the victory of the people, and for
the peonle alone. '

T T

The union of the Albanian people in the National
Liberation Front was not achieved easily or all at once.
It was created and strengthened in the life-and-death
struggle against the external and internal enemies and
it has passed through several phases, has overcome ma-
ny difficulties and dangers threatening it at every step.

Prior to the founding of the Communist Party the
Albanian people were not united in struggle against the
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invaders due to the lack of a genuine revolutionary
{eadership which would realize this union on the basis of a
clear program, a high level of political consciousness,
end sound organization,

However, the premises for unity existed.

The broad masses of the people had in common
the feeling of love of country, which had struck deep
roots in the hearts and minds of men through the cen-
turies. and especially in the period of the National Re-
naissance, This feeling was greatly strengthened follow-
ing the proclamation of independence and the crea-
tion of the Albanian mational state in 1912 in the strug-
gle for the allround improvement of the appearance of
the Albanian nation, for the preservation and consglida-
tion, of the national independence and sovereignty of the
Albanian state against the greed of the imperialist powers
and the chauvinistic rulers of the neighbour countries,
as well as against the tools of the foreign powers within
the country. With the occuration of Albania by fascist
Italy, the Albanians’ love for their country was decply
aggrieved. No kind of demagogy or terror was able to
close the great wound inflicted on Albanian patrictism
by this occupation.

As a result, what the broad masses of the people
had in common were: complete non-acceptance of the
regime of the fascist occupation, resistance to the po-
licy and activity of italianization and fascistization of
the country which the occupiers pursued, readiness to
rise in a great liberation war,

The Communist Party seized on these common ele-
ments to unite, organize, and mobilize the people in
struggle against the fascist occupiers and the traitors.:

- However, there was one very great obstacle which
had to be overcome. The broad masses, especially the
peasantry, which comprised the majority of the popu-
lation, did not know the newly formed party of the
working class. The big landowners, the bourgeoisie, the
clergy, fascism spread the most monstrous slanders aga-

48



inst communism and the communist parties. The CPA
had inherited very weak links with the masses from
the communist groups from which it had emerged, and
these almost entirely in the cities.

No kind of genuine or stable unity could be achiev-
ed if the masses were not convinced of the correctness
of the political line of the CPA, the leading nucleus of
this unity, and of the ability to carry out this line. This
conviction was the indispensible prime factor of the
unity of the people.

The Party set to work with might and main to win
the confidence of the masses in the correct road it show-
ed them for the Iliberation of the country and the
consiruction of an independent, democratic, people’s
Albania. By meaps of its fiery words of truth, but
especially through the revolutionary action and the
example of courage, correct behaviour and honesty of
the communists, it succeeded in overcoming the obsta-
cles and difficulties and attained extraordinary succes-
ses within a relatively short time, establishing the first
sound links with the masses, gaining very great authority,
and becoming in this way the axis arcund which all the
insurgent, patriotie, anti-fascist forces of the country
would be united.

In this way the Party laid the foundations for uni-
ty in the joint struggle before the Ist National Liberation
Conference which weas held in Peza. It was precisely this
success which made vpossible the convening of this
historic assemblv called to help the Party, and organized
and led by the Party.

At the Peza Conference the political and organizatio-
nal basis was laid for the unity of the Albanian people
in the struggle «for a free, undivided, independent and
derdocratic Albanias-i.

1. Resolution of the CTonference of Peza, September 18, 1942,
Docurhents of the Supreme Organs of the Ravolutionary Natmna]
Liberation Power, Tirana, 1962, p. 13 (Alb.ed). i
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The political platform which was approved at the
Conference by the representatives of the anti-fascist
democratic forces of the country., constituted the poli=
tical basis of this unity. This platform was, in fact, the
minimum program of the CPA,

The General Council, set up by the Conference, and
the national liberation councils, which were simultane-
ously organs of the National Liberation Front, and of
the insurgent and revolutionary people’s power, consti-
tuted the organizational basis, It was written in the Re-
solution of the Conference of Peza that, as organs of the
Front, «the councils unite all the people’s liberation
forces.. In order to rally the wide groupings of the
people. the councils will be councils of the broad mas-
sesw.! Comrade Enver Hoxha has described the national
liberation councils as «the first step towards the creatiod
of the National Liberation Front in the form of an orga-
nization»2,

The term «the National Liberation Front» was not
used at the Conference of Peza. But this does not pre-
vent us from asserting that it was there that the Front,
&s an organization, was founded.

The main thing is that, while defining the essence,
the unity of the people in the war against the occupiers,
which was a strategic task, the Conference also creat-
ed the organs, the General Council and the national li-
beration councils, in which this unity would be embodied.

The creation of the Front as an organization, consti-
tuted a tactical task.

Usually it is not possible for the forms of the war

1. Resolution of the Conference of Peza, September 16, 1942
Documents of the Supreme Organs of the Revolutionary National
Liberation Power, Tirana, 1962, pp. 12-13. (Alb. ed). _

2. E. Hoxha, Report at the 1st Congress of CPA, Works, vol 5,
p. 277 (Alb. ed). . :




and its organization, whi¢h belong to the sphere of tac-
tics, to be completely defined at the same time as the
fundamental strategic tasks. To find the most appropri~
ate forms of the war the organization of the masses
requires great experience which is gained in the course
of the war, of the revolution itself. Such experience can-
not be accumulated immediately.

In fact, the term <«National Liberation Front- was
used as early as the meeting to found the Party, in
November, 1941, but it was used indirectly in the task
laid down by that Meeting to «expose the government
of the traitor Kruja and its manoeuvres to split the
National Liberation Front of the Albanian people»!,
The idea of the National Liberation front emerg-
ed in this way, too, at the first Consultative Meeting of
the Communist Party of Albania, in April 1942, in the
task set by that Consultative Meeting «not 1o permit
any deviation or misunderstanding on the question of
e common National Liberation Front of the Albanian
people»?. The direct task of the «creation of a common
National Liberation Front» is mentioned for the first
{ime in the directives of the Ceniral Committee of the
Communist Party of Albania in June 19423, But in the three
cases, the idea of the National Liberation Front is used
in the sense of uniting the people, and not in the sense
~of an organisation. Only after the Conference of
Peza was the National Liberation Front fully created
created as a concrete form and expression of the unity
and organization of the masses of the people in the strug-
gle for national liberation and the establishment of the
people’s state power. In November 1942, comrade
Enver Hoxha wrote in «Zéri i popullitw, «the Albanian
people have united es one against the occupier and the

1. PLA, Principal Documents, vol; 1, p. 28 (Alb. ed.).
2. PLA, Principal Documents, vol. 1, p. 64. (Alb. ed)
3. Ibidem, p. T8.
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National Liberation Front has been formed and is beco-
ming steeled in strugglest,

During this period, from the Conference of Peza up
to November and December 1942, the union of the people
around the National Liberation Front experienced a rea-
lly vigorous extension, & great quantitative leap. This
vigour was the outcome of the extraordinary response
which the decisions of the Conference had among the
masses of the people.

However the situation was pgreatly complicated by
the emergence of the «Balli Kombétar-, at the end of
1942 as e reaction against the National beerahon Front.
As is known, it proclaimed that it did not recognise the
Conference of Peza and its decisions, and began extensive
activity to split the unity, to divide the masses of the
people from the Communist Party and to destroy the
National Liberation Front.

Political confusion was noticed among various stra-
ta of the people. Through demagogy and intimidation,
the Ballist chieftains managed to win over part of the
population, especially in the countryside. A number of
waverers broke away from the National Liberation
Front and went over to «Balli». Under these extremely
complicated circumstances, Comrade Enver Hoxha gave
the instruction: «Very great care is needed. We are at &
turning point of our history, a dangerous turning
point, and if we emerpe suctessiul, then our  cause
‘has triumphed, but if we slip, we'll break our necks»2

The period from January to Sepiember 1943, when
the 2nd National Liberation Conference was held at La-
binot, was a period of organizational strengthening of
the Front with the creation, within its framework, of
broad social political organizations, the anti-fascist
Youth Union and the Anti-fascist Women's Union. I'(

1, Enver Hoxha, Works, vol. 1, p. 76 (Alb. ed.).
2. Enver Hoxha. Letier addressed to the Gjirokastra RegionaJ
Committee, February 23, 1943, Works vol 1, p. 199; (Alb, ed.}.
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was also a period of its political strengthening through
a very flerce political struggle with fascism and especia-
Ily with the «Balli Kombétar», which had pinned all its
hopes on, and committed all its forces, to destroying
the National Liberation Front and the national liberation
councils, and preventing the outbreak of the people's
general uprising. The Party and the Front emerged vic-
forious in this struggle, despite the betrayal of Ymer
Dishnica and Mustafa Gjinishi at Mukje, where they
signed the infamous agreement with «Balli», which, for
a moment, seriously endangered the cause of unity and
the question of the power of the national liberation
councils.

The struggle, both armed and political, against fas-
cism and the political struggle against the «Balliw
tempered the National Liberation Front pelitically, brought
about a good sifting out of its ranks, and at the same
time differentiated all the social political forces in the
country. This differentiation was accelerated and deepen-
ed greatly, especially after the occupation of Albania
by Hitlerite Germany, when the Zogites with Abaz Kupi
broke away with the Front and created another traitor
organisation, «Legaliteti», as a reaction apgainst the Na-
tional Liberation Front, as well as when the «Balli» and
«Legaliteti» went over to open armed struggle against
the National Liberation Front, together with the German
occupiers.

In the Autumn of 1943, two blocs of opposing for-
ces, mortal enemies, stood face to face as never before.
On the one side: the insurgent people - the working class,
the poor and middle peasantry, the petty bourgeoisie,
and the bulk of middle bourgeoisie of the town, the
patriotic intellectuals, individual elements from the upper
strata ~— united around the National Liberation Front, un-
der the leadership of the Communist Party of Albania.
The Front was based on the armed forces, having as its
main striking force the National Liberation Army and
as its external support the anti-fascist world ‘war, in the
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first place, the Great Patriotic war of the Soviet Union.
On the other side: reaction — the landowners, the reacti-
onary bourgeoisie, the tribal chiefs, the bulk of the rich
peasants, the professional bourgeois politicians, and the
intellectuals with anti-communist and fascist tendencies,
a relatively small section of misled people from the
lower and middle strata gathered in a motley of organiza-
tions and groups, with no sound links between them.
Reaction was based on the «state apparatus» which
had been set up, with the help of the occupiers, on the
‘quisling gendarmerie, on the mercenary Ballist and Zogi-
te bands and those of the traitorous gentry and especially
on the German Wehrmacht. In fact, it did not comprise
-an independent bloc in itself. It was part of the Hitlerite
front and was kept in existence mainly with the aid of
occupiers,

The period which followed, the winter of the yvears
1943-1944, was the period of the great test for the unity
of the people around the National Liberation Front, just
as it was for the National Liberation Army and the
national liberation counclis. The National Liberation War
knew no greater difficulties and dangers than it experi-
enced in that period, during which the outcome of the war
was decided. Precisely at that time, it was proved how
powerful and unbreakable was the union of the people
around the Communist Party in the National Liberation
Front, how high the people’s consciousness and readiness
to face the extraordinary sacrifices required for the sake
of victory. .

Of course, there were vacillations, and it could not
be otherwise, among certain strata and individuals,
especially among the nationalists. There were even some
who abandoned the Front because they could not with-
stand the pressures, terror, and deception of the enemies.
But these waverings and resignations were insignificant
compared with the all-round tempering and training
which the union of the people around the party gained
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in the fierce battles and the grave sufferings of the Win-
ter of 1943-1944.

From the spring of 1944, not only was there a fur-

ther strengthening of the National Liberation Front, but
there was an ever greater extension of the Front, which
preached its culmination in the October-November period
of that vear, when the traitor organisations and armed
forces of the «Balli Kombétar» and «Legaliteti» had been
destroyed. Seeing the victorious advance of the National
Liberation War and coming to understand, some sooner
and others later, the mistake they had made by taking
the traitorous road of the «Balli», «Legaliteti» and the
reactionary «gentry-, the majority of those who had been
tnisled abandoned this road and joined the Front,
. The outcome of the National Liberation War had
now been decided: the final victory was expected day
by day. The National Liberation Front had reached its
culmination. The all-round strengthening of the people’s
democratic state power presented itself as the key pro-
blem to the preservation of the victory and the further
development of the revolution. The Anti-Fascist Natio-
nal Liberation General Council and the national liberation
councils, which had, until now, also carried out the
political functions of the National Liberation Front, but
which had affirmed themselves mainly as organs of the
people’s democratic state power, would have been hin-
dered in carrying out the functions of the state power if
they had continued to keep the functions of the Front.
On the other hand, the circumstances which had arisen
called for a stronger organization base for the Front. For
these reasons, upon the recommendation of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of Albania, the
second meeting of the Anti-fascist National Liberation
Council, held at Berat, in. October 1944, decided to
relieve the national liberation councils of the functions
of the Front, which from now on, would be a separate
organisation with its own special councils,

As can be seen, despite dhe extraordinary difficulties,
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obstacles and dangers it had to overcome, despite any
zig-zags, waverings or resignations by individuals or se-
parate groupings, the union of the Albanian people in the
National Liberation Front, under the leadership of the
Communist Party, has mounted steadily higher and
higher, has been constantly extended and become stronger
and has shown itself to be unbreakable, thus serving as
a decisive factor in achieving the final victory over the
fascist foreign enemies and internal reaction. :

.

Which were the main factors that made the union of
the people around the Albanian Communist Party in the
National Liberation Front, unbreakable and a decisive
weapon for victory?

First, the common ideal, the liberation of the homes
land from the occupiers, the winning of national inde-
pendence ‘and the democratisation of the country. The
Communist Party instilled this ideal in the minds and
hearts of the people, relying on the common feeling of
patriotism and the common interests of the broad masses
of the people. It made the people fully conscious, convince
ing them from their own revolutionary experience, of
the absolute necessity for the armed struggle, and for
struggle by all other means and methods, of the extras
ordinary difficulties and obstacles which had to be over:
come, the inmumerable sacrifices needed to achieve vie-
tory over the enemies. Never before in the history of the
previous liberation struggles of the Albanian people,
had there been such profound political conviction, se
uniform, and so widespread, as existed in the Anti-fascist-
National Liberation War. Never before have the people
felt such great confidence and certainty of victory. Never
before had they been so sure that they would reap the
fruit of this victory themselves and that it would not be
wrested from them by the others, the beys, the gentry,
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the merchants, the feudal chiefs, as in the past. At the
same time, never before have the masses of the people
been so clear about the prospects of the couniry’s deve-
lopment and progress in the future. The common ideal
the same political _convictions, the basic questions of
the program of the Front, infused into the consciousness
of the people, were the steel fibres which bound together
the social political forces, the patriotic, democratic, anti-
fascist classes and strata around the revolutionary leader-
ship — the Communist Party. The common political,
anti-fascist and revolutionary ideal and comvictions, neu-
tralized or routed the old reactionary, political, moral, reli-
glous customary beliefs of the masses who participated
in the National Liberation Front.

This high level of political conscicusness and ideas

was attained because, as comrade Enver Hoxha says, «the
program of the Front which in fact, was the Party’s
minimum program, was a clear, comprehensible militant
and revolutionary program»l, because the Party knew
how to implant in the minds and hearts of the masses,
the contrete ideas and tasks of this program, while, at
the same time, exposing the profoundly anti-national and
anti-popular character of the political platforms, the
tdeclogy and propaganda, of the fascist Italian and Ger-
man occupiers and the wvarious reactionary trends and
organizations, tools of the occupiers,
: Second, the union of the people in the National
Liberation Front was based on the common struggle.
Unity had to be uchieved. and was achieved, in war and
only in war. The talks of Communist Party and the nati-
onal liberation councils with the nationalists of various
trends about the question of unity could not solve this
questions, They only helped everybody to understand that
without taking part in the war against the occupiers and
their flunkeys there could be no unity.

~ 1, E. Hoxha, Report at the 4th Congress of the Democratic
Front, September 14, 1967. Reports and Speeches, 1967-1968, Tira-
na, 1969, p. 162 (Alb. ed).
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: " As early as the Conference of Peza, it was clearly
faid down that «trite unity can be achieved only through
armed struggle, being convinced that the right of freedom
and the victory can be achieved only by fighting the
enemy occupier right now.l»

The Conference stressed the words right now, be-
cause the pseudo-patriots, the hidden collaborators of
fascism, those who later formed the «Balli Kombétars,
spoke out against the war. They said that the war should
be waged only three to four days, at the most one week,
prior to the victory of the Allies over Italy and Germany!
Exposing the «Balli» and other opponents of the war
against the German occupiers, who tried to deceive the
people by pretending that they were for unity and the
Communist Party did not want such unity, comrade
Enver Hoxha instructed the district committees: «You
must make it clear to the people that the campaign of
reaction for unity is filthy demagogy and that we stand
for true unity, that we work for this unity, and there
can be no unity ouside the National Liberation Wars2

Third, the unity in the national liberation Front was
a direct and voluntary union of the masses of the
people, and not a mere coalition of political parties and
organizations. The only political party in the Front was
the Communist Party of Albania and it was the leader
and architect of this umity.

Thus, the unity in the National Liberation War in
Albania was achieved from below. The Communist
Party aroused and united the working class, the broad
masses of the peasants and patriotic intellectuals
around the National Liberation Front, on the basis of
their patriotism and revolutionary spirit, on the basis

1. The first Call of the General National Libération Council’
issued from the Peza Conference, September 1942, Documents of
the Supreme Organs, etc.... p. 17 (Alb, ed).

2. Enver Hoxha, Directives of the CC of the CPA, November
8, 1943. Works, vol. 2, pp. 14-15 (Alb, ed)). :
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‘of their conviction in the correctness of the Party’s poli-
tical line and platform of the Conference of Peza, on the
basis of the struggle against the woccupiers and the
‘traitors, without the mediation of other political parties,

This does not mean that there was not some degree
of mobilisation and union from above. The Communist
‘Party, placed primary importance on mobilisation and
unity from below, but it did not neglect work for mobili-
sation and umnity from above, too. «Mobilization from
above~, comrade Enver said, «can be achieved by uniting
with all ihe anti-fascist political trends.»!

These anti-fascist political trends could be umorga-
nised currents and groups, but could have been organised
into parties. The Communist Party did not exclude co-
qoperation with anti-fascist political mparties and bringing
them into the National Liberation Front, if such parties
“had been created. The Party proceeded from these posi-
tions in its efforts to» draw the «Balli Kombétar» and
later, «Legaliteti» into the National Liberation Front,
on the basis of armed struggle against the occupiers.
But, as is known, other anti-fascist political parties were
not formed, while instead of joining in the war against.
the occupiers, the «Balli» and «Legaliteti» united with
‘the occupiers against the National Liberation Front
Thus, the Party workad to unite and did unite, the pa-
triotic nationalists around the National Liberation Front
from szbove, only as individuals or groups. This was
achieved through talks, meetings and conference such
-as the Conference of Peza, the Second Conference &t
‘Labinnt, the Congress of Pérmet, the regional National
Liberation conferences, and so on.

-' Among the countries of Europe occupied during the
‘Second World War, which fought arms in hand against
fascism, Albania is the only one in which the common
front of the anti-fascist forces was almost entirely a di-
‘rect voluntary union of these forces achieved from

t. Enver Hoxha, Directives of the Communist Infernational,
Pebruary 1943, Works, vol. 2, p. 222 (Alb. ed).
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below, and where there were no other political parties
in the Front apart from the Communist Party which
forged and led this union. :

The experience of the union of the people in the
‘National Liberation Front in Albania indicates that unity
.which is achieved mainly from below, that is, which is
a voluntary and direct uniting of the masses of the
people and which has a single revolutionary leadership,
the party of the working class, is always stronger and
more stable for the present and for the future of the re-
volution, than that unity which is achieved mainly from
above, that is, which is created as a coalition of political
parties and organisations and has no monolithic leadership.

Only unity from below ensures the broadest and
most direct participation of the masses of the people in
the revolutionary liberation movement, the outburst at
the maximum Jevel of the creative force and energies of
the masses, as the authors of revolution and the makers
of history. Not only does the single revolutionary leader-
ship of the working class party not cripple or cur-
tail the broad participation and direct role of the masses
as the true authors of the revolution, but it is an in-
dispensable condition for the achievement of sucha thing.
The experience of our revolution, not only in the stage
of mational liberation war, but in its later stages, refutes
all the false theories of the mouthpieces of imperialism
and reaction, which negate the objective law of leader-
ship by the working class party in revolution, and regard
this leadership as a hindrance to the direct broad partici-
pation of the masses in revolution, so that they can play
the role of author of the revolution.

Fourth, the union of the Albanian people in the
National Liberation Front was an organized union and
not at all amorphous. Summing up the revolutionary
experience of the ties and unity of the masses of the
people with the Albanian Communist Party, comrade
Enver Hoxha has pointed out: «To establish ties with
the masses means to ally yourself with the organized
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masses, and if these imporfant organizations are under-
rated by the Partvy, then, vou are not linked with the
massess»L,

Through the councils and other mass organisations,
which were participants in the Front, as well as through
the partisan and volunteer units, the Party carried its
politichl line among the masses, formed and strengthened
their revolutionary, patriotic, . political consciousness,
fought against the disruptive sabotage activity of the
enemies, mobilized the masses in the war, in short,
achieved the wunity of the people and ensured its
undivided leadership in the National Liberation Front. .

This experience shows that the only unity of the
masses Which is solid and lasting is that which is organi-
zed on a sound revolutionary basis and equipped with
a common program,

Fifth, the monolithic unity of the leading nucleus of
this union, the Communist Party, around its Central
Committee with comrade Enver Hoxha at the head, was
of primary importance for the invincibility of the union
of the people in the National Liberation Front. Without
guch a unity, the ties and the steel-like unitv of masses
around the Party could not have been created nor could
they have been preserved, and the undivided leadership of
the Party in the Anti-fascist National Liberation War could
never have been attained. Neither during the war period
nor after the war, hags our Party ever regarded the
question of its monolithic ideologicsl, political, and orga-
nizational unity as an end in itself, but as an indispen-
gible condition for fulfilling its strategic aim and progra-
matic tasks and for carrying out the proletarian leader-
ship. Proceeding from this basis, it has fought the amti-
Party and hostile factions, views, and elements in its
midst.

"1, Enver Hoxha, Report at the 2nd Congress of the PLA, March
1852, Works, vol. 9, p. 260 {Alb. ed.).
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Of all the mieans the occupiers and the traitors used
in their efforts to destroy the unity of the Albanian
people around the Communist Party, they pinned their
greatest hopes at first on the «Balli Kombétars and later,
on «Legaliteti». _

Guided by their unchariging line of uniting the people
around the Front, without discrimination as to class and
political belief, and proceeding from the fact that in the
«Balli Kombétar» and «Legaliteti» there were many
elements who had been deceived by the reactionary
chieftains but who wanted Albania to be free and were
ready to fight against the occupier, the Communist
Party of Albania and the National Liberation Counecil
made great efforts to have these organizations abandon
their sabotaging attitude of wait and see, to prevent
them from entering the service of the occupiers, and to
unite them with the National Liberation Front, even
giving them the right to preserve their own individuality
a8 organizations in the Front. But the traitorous leaders
who had formed the «Balli» and «Legaliteti» to fight, not
against enslaving fascism, but against the Communist
Party and the National Liberation Front, torpedoed all
efforts to achieve unmity and established increasingly
closer ties with the Italian, and especially the German
occupiers, with whom they lined up openly in a common
front,

The armed struggle against the «Balli Kombétars
and «Legalitetis burst out in the autumn of 1943 and the
winter of 1943-1944, as e reaction to their open colla-
boration with the German nazis.

This was a life and death struggle against local
reaction, the tool of the occupiers, which represented
and defended the interests of the main exploiting classes,
the landowners, the feudal chiefs, the reactionary
bourgeoisie and high ranking clergy.

As such, can it be called a civil war?
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In Albanian historiography, there are varicus views
on this question. Bourgeois historiography supports the
thesis that, the war between the National Liberation
Movement and the «Balli Kombétar» and «Legaliteti»
was. a civil war and constifuted the principal war in
Albania during the Second World War.

In the documents of the Communist Party and the
General Council of that time it is mever described as a
civil war, indeed, such a view is oppesed. It was called a
civil war by the German occupiers, the «Balli» and
«Legaliteti», and the British together with the Ame-
ricans, in whose documents this term is often encoun-
tered whenever the struggle between the National Libe-
ration Movement and internal reaction in ‘Albania, is
referred to.

When General Wilson, commander of the Allied
Mediterranean Headquarters, asked the General Com-
mand of the Albanian National Liberation Army to put
an end to the «civil war», that is, the fight against the
«Balli Kombétar~ and «Legaliteti», comrade Enver Hoxha
answered him: «There are no internal quarrels, let alone
a civil war, in Albania. There is only one quarrel and
one war: war against the occupier in the first place and
against its traitorous tools»!,

The Communist Party always opposed the launching
of a fratricidal war and the turning of the National
Liberation War into a civil war, at a time when the
country had been invaded and subjugated by the Italian
imperialists, and later, by the German imperialists, and
when the unity and mobilisation of the entire Albanian
people in the fight against the occupier were indispen-
sable, «You must expose and fight all those who criticize

1. Enver Hoxha, Answer to the note of General Wilson, July
12, 1944, Works, vol. II, p. 273 (Alb. ed.). Underlined by cnmrade
Enver Hoxha.
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the Party and the National Liberation War» comrade
Enver Hoxha instructed, «always remembering that the
war must mot degenerate into a ecivil war, which the
occupier is trying to kindle through its agents-1

The Italian and German occupiers made great efforts
to kindle a fratricidal war in order to split and weaken
the unity of the people around the National Liberation
Front, and consequently to wipe out the National
Liberation Movement. Apart from the occupiers, this
was also in the imterests of the big landed proprietors,
the reactionary bourgeoisie, the feudal chiefs and the
reactionary clergy, who saw the end of their rule
and privileges in the revolutionary development and the
victory of the National Liberation War. Upon the instiga-
tion of the German occupiers, these classes launched a
fratricidal war, imposing it on the Communist Party and
the National Liberation front. For them this really was
a civil war, that is, a very fierce armed struggle against
the masses of the insurgent people — the working class,
the poor and middle peasantry, and all the democratic,
anti-fascist forces of the country. The «Balli Kombétar,
«Legaliteti», and other reactionary groupings waged no
other war and had no enemy other than the National
Liberation Front, which embraced the insurgent Albanian
people, and the Communist Party which 1led it. «For
reaction and its traitor organization» explains comrade
Enver Hoxha, «the main contradictions were the internal
contradictions with the Communist Party and the
National Liberation Front, which they converted into
antagonistic contradictions by attacking us with arms,
together with the occupiers», at a time when the
Lommunist Party «tried and did everything possible to
prevent the development of the contradictions with the

"

1. Enver Hoxha, Letier addressed to the Central Committee of
the CPA for the Gjirokastra region, February 23, 1943, Works, vol.
1, p. 198 (Alb. ed)).
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«Balli~ and «Legaliteti» into antagonistic principal con-~
tradictions»1

In spite of this attitude of the Party and the General
Council, the class struggle grew extremely sharp, and
was mentioned above, the social-political forces of
the country split into two groups, mortally hostile to
each other. Under these conditions, the victory of the
National Liberation War could not help sweeping away
the political rule of the big landed proprietors, the feudal
chiefs, and the reactionary bourgeoisie, along with
the foreign domination, as it really happened,

Nonetheless, I don't think it is correct to cal! the war
of the National Liberation Front with the «Balli» and
«Legaliteti» a civil war, though it contains elements
of such a war both in content and in form.

It was nct a civil war because it did not constitute a
war in itself, but was an integral part of the war against
the occupiers. ;

In the present epoch, it is impossible to avoid a
combination, to this or that extent, between the war for
national liberation and the war for social libera-
tion, between the war against the external imperialist-
enemies and the struggle against the internal reactio-

nary enemies. The international bourgeocisie uses.

all its forces and means to prolong the lifespan of the
world capitalist system. Imperialism is trying every means
to preserve its positions, irrespective of the new forms
of domination it applies, at the same time, sparing nothing
to defend the exploiting capitalist system of each sepa-
rate country. On the other hand, the landowners and
the reactionary bourgeocisie of this or that couniry,
mortally afraid of the revolution, are trying every
means 1o find a base of support in one big imperialist

1. Enver Hoxha, Report at the 4th Congress of the Demo-
cratic Front, Septernber 14, 1967. Reports and Speeches 1967-1968,
Tirana 1969, pp. 164-165. (Alb. ed.).
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vower or the other, paving the highest price for this
support, with part or the whole of their national inde-
pendence and sovereignty. For this reason it is difficult
to have a liberation war or revolution which is spear-
headed just against the foreign enemy or just against the
internal enemy, taken separately. The struggle will inevi-
tably be waged against both one and the other enemy
simultaneously, that is, it will be a combined one.

This is what happened in our National Liberation
War, too, during which, the fight against the Italian and
German occupiers became combined with the struggle
against the local reactionary classes,

But no matter how profound it may have been, this
‘combination did not change the over-all national libera-
tion character of the war. From start to finish, the
occupiers remained the main enemy. The local enemies,
even though they did not represent just individual
elements and groupings, but entire social classes and
strata such as the landowners, the reactionary bourgeoi-
'sie, the feudal chiefs, the well-to-do peasants, were not
fought as exploiting classes and strata, but always as
traitors, as tools of the occupiers. The Communist Party
and the National Liberation General Council never consi-
‘dered it correct to change the political platform of the
‘Conference of Peza and to put forward slogans for war
‘against the beys, against the bourgeoisie, against the
‘tribal chiefs, and so on. They regarded any attempt at
‘changing this platform and any distortions of it at grave
errors. They never allowed the main enemy, to be forgot-
ten orput aside, or the National Liberation war to be turn-
-ed into a civil war, in the sense that the spearhead of the
‘war could be shifted from the occupier to the local reaction
While waging the fiercest possible struggle against the
Ballists, the Zogites, and other reactionary groups, always
as traitors amd lackeys of the occupier, they never, for a
-moment, ceased their efforts to have anyone, irrespec-
tive of his class, strata, or political convictions, who had
come to understand that he was on the road of treachery
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and was willing to abandon this road, break away from
the ranks of the «Balli» and «Legaliteti» and other colla-
borationist forces.

Bearing in mind that the main enemies were the

fascist occupiers and not the local reaction, that the main
spearhead of the war was directed against the occu-
piers and not against local reaction, that the war against
local reaction was conducted as a war against traitors,
against the lackeys of the occupiers, and not against the
exploiting classes, that the struggle against the local ene-
my was subordinate to the struggle against the foreign
enemy, it can be concluded that the war against the
«Balli Kombétar», against «Legaliteti» and other reac-
tionary grouping should not be called a civil war.,
: It could have been turned into a civil war only
after the fascist occupiers had been driven out, if
the «Balli», «Lepaliteti» and other reactionary groups
had not been routed prior to November 29, 1944, and had
continued their armed resistance to restore dhe feudal-
bourgeois political order. In this case, too, the war with
local coumnter-revolution would certainly have been
combined with the war against foreign enemies. This
time, the foreign enemies would have been the British-
United States imperialists, who had worked out a special
plan intended to prevent the victory of the National
Liberation Front amd the people’s revolution in Albania,
and to support in every way the struggle of the Albanian
exploiting classes and reactionary forces to restore the
feudal-bourgeois order, :

Despite this combination, the main enemy would
have been local reaction (counter-revolution) so long
as the British~-American armies had not occupied Albania.

The Party, the Front, the National Liberation Army,
and the Democratic Government were prepared for this
eventuality, too. But as is known, this did not come about.
The «Balli» and «Legaliteti~, the two biggest organisa-
tions of reaction, were routed as early as Septermnber-
October, 1944, All the endeavours of the Anglo-Ameri-
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cans to rescue the home reaction from disaster came to
nothing. Any direct interference on their part in the
internal affairs of the National Liberation War and every
attempt at landing and stationing their military forces
in Albania, were defeated. The frantic efforts made by
the British and American governments after liberation
to revive the defeated home reaction and to throw it into
a civil war against the victorius revolutionary democratic
forces and the people’s state power led by the Communist
Party, were smashed, too.

* & ¥

While ensuring for the Albanian people the historic
victory of November 29, 1944, the Communist Party of
Albania, at the same time, gained a great tempering and
experience, very valuable for the later stages of revo-
lution. The umity of the broad masses of the people
around the Party was to serve as a decisive weapon in
achieving the strategic objective of these stages too, just
as it did in the Anti-fascist National Liberation War,

After the war the Party used the great experience ot
the National Liberation Front, to organize the Democratic
Front as the most suitable form, as the embodiment of
the unity of the broad working masses under the new
conditions.

During the thirty years since the day of liberation,
the experience in uniting the people around the Party
has been further enriched. The roots of this unity, which
developed during the Anti-fascist Nationsl Liberation
War, penetrated even deeper, always on the basis of
the common ideal and interests of the masses of the
people, of their profound comviction in the correctness
of the Party’s political line, of the broad, active and -
direct participation of these masses in the revolutionary
activity for the development of the economy and culture,
for the socialist transformation of the society, for the
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governing of the country and the defence of the
Homeland.

This steel-like unity has withstood every test and
weathered all the storms and tempests of history. It has
_served as a decisive weapon to smash the plans and acti-
vity of the external imperialist and revisionist enemies,
as well as of the internal enemies, and has ensured the
development of the country at a rapid pace, on the road
of soclalism. Always united around the Party, always
led by its proletarian policy and ideology and by the
Marxist-Leninist teachings of comrade Enver Hoxha, the
Albanian people will remain invincible and will always
score victories.

-
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VEHBI HOXHA o
NDRECI PLASARI, Profesor :

THE ARMED UPRISING OF THE ALBANIAN
PEOFPLE IN THE ANTI-FASCIST NATIONAL
LIBERATION WAR

{Revort)

The Albanian people have learned from the many
centuries of their history that no enslaved nation can win
freedom and independence, no social revolution can
triumph without fighting, without armed uprising.

Many different occupiers, one after the other, have
violated Albanian territory, have wanted and striven to
suppress and exterminate the Albanians with fire and
steel. But the aims and efforts of the occupiers have
always failed for the sole reason that on every occasion
the Albanians have risen, sword and rifle in hand, against
the foreign enslavers and their local stooges; through
armed struggle, blood-shed and innumerable sacrifices,
.they have not allowed themselves to be wiped out as a
people and a nation, until finally, on November 29, 1944
they succeeded not only in winning complete freedom and
naticnal independence, but also in doing away with the’
tyranny of the blood-thirsty local tyrants and rulers —
big landowners, tribal chiefs and the bourgeoisie,

Among all these armed struggles waged by the
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Albanian people, which have always been just libera-
tion wars, the most glorious, the one that crowned the
fiery aspirations and wall the age long efforts of the
Albanians for freedom, national independence and pro-
gress, is, without doubt, the Anti-fascist Natiomal
Liberation War,

This war differs greatly from the previous strug-
gles in its proportions, organization, content, and the
forms and means by which it was waged. No struggle in
the past has had such a level in any of these directions,
such overwhelming and creative force, such a pro-
foundly democratic, popular, and revolutionary spirit, and,
sbove all, such a trivmphant conclusion of vital impor-
tance to the destiny of the homeland and the Albanian
people. The lofty virtues of our people, their love of
‘country, bravery, self-denial and fighting spirit, born
and tempered in the course of their endless liberation
struggles in the past, not only stood ocut more forcefully
than ever before in this latest struggle, but were imbued
with a new, profoundly revolutionary content.

The main factor that conditioned the high level of
the armed wuprising of the Albanian people against
fascism and the traitors was the revolutionary leadership
of the Cammunist Party of Albania, headed by comrade
Enver Hoxha. Our people had known no such leadership
in all their previous wars. It was this Party that gave the
uprising its unprecedented revolutionary breadth and
depth, that gave it its perfect organization and ensured iis
final triumph over the fascist occupiers and the traitors.
The Party knew how to assess correctly and to wutilize
the obiective national and international circumstances
that crested favourable conditiong for a powerful
outburst of the people’s uprising against the occupiers
and the traitors. )

Italinn fascism aimed at eliminating the Albanian
nation and italianizing Albania. Our people could never
ellow such a thing. They were ready to fight with all
their strength against the foreign enslavers for freedom
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and national independence. In fact they began their
struggle against the occupiers right from the first day
of the aggression by the Italian army, in April 1939, and
did not cease it for a single moment. This struggle was
developed as a legitimate resistance against the foreign
enslavers through anti-fascist demonstrations and protests,
through. strikes, sabotage and refusal to observe the laws
and regulations of the occupation regime, in particular
cases even by armed resistance. '

The Albanian people were not to be alone in their
struggle. The fascist states had  invaded many other
countries. Hitlerite Germany had attacked and aimed to
destroy the first socialist state, the Soviet Union. The
entire world was faced with the threat of fascist ensla-
vement. To avert such a danger the mations and peoples
of the world, had risen in a great anti-fascist imternational”
war, united in a big anti-fascist coalition #o liguidate
the fascist tyranny. The Albanian people found sure and
powerful support in the anti-fascist world war, the van-
guard of which was the Soviet Union led by J.V. Stalin.

Relying on such favourable national and interna-
tional circumstances, right from its founding, the Com-
munist Party defined the uprising against fascism as
«the genuine road to liberation»! and laid down the
task: «We must implant the idea of a general liberation
uprising through joint actions... We must prepare the
people politically and militarily for the general armed
uprising, rallying all the patriotic and anti-fascist forces
to the siruggle-?2,

While the general armed uprising was chosen as the
main form, the other forms of the struggle, such as sabo-
tage. ecomomic and political strikes, anti-fascist demon-
srations and protests, exposure of the enemy by word

1. Resolution of the Meeting of the Prineipal Communist Groups
of Albania. PLA, Principal Documents, vol. I (Second edition), p. 14
(Alb. ed),

2. Ibidem, p. 26 (Alb. ed.).
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of mouth or through printed material, efc., were not
neglected either. But the principal aim of all these means
of struggle was the preparation of the people for the
armed upriging. '

The organization of the armed uprising also demanded,
° as an indispensible condition, the preparation of the
armed forces, of the National Liberation Army. Without
the creation of & genuine people’s ammy, powerfully
supported by the insurgent people, an army capable of
dealing crushing blows to the enemy, of destroying the
political order and the armed forces of occupation, a
general armed uprising could not be thought of.

The general armed uprising, which. was presented
by the Party as «the genuine road to liberation» would be
a component part of the people’s revolution. As such it
was organically linked with the creation of the common
National Liberation Front and with the establishment of
the mew democratic people’s state power. At the
same time, it would be the principal means for
the triumph of this revolution, i.e., for the achievement
of the strategic objective in the Natiocnal Liberation War
laid down by the Party.

For the same reason also, the National Liberation
Army would be set up as a regular people’s revolutio-
nary army, since only such a army could carry out such
important strategic tasks as the complete liberation of
the country by its own efforts, the victory of national
independence, the establishment of the people’s democra-
1ic state power, and become the armed support of this sta-
te power. There can be nolasting state power, including
the revolutionary state power, without armed support.

In the concrete circumstances, our general uprising
would not be an immediate outburst, and the regular
National Liberation Army would not be formed all at
once, just as the people’s democratic government would
not be formed at once, These objectives would be
achieved step by step. The uprising would be a more or
less proiracted people’s armed struggle. The partisan
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movement, the guerrilla units, «the war waged by
detachments as the truest expression of the will of the
Albanian people to be liberated from fascist slavery and
to live free»! would serve as a real basis for the prepa-
ration of the general uprising and the creation of the
regular liberation army,

The armed uprising was a very difftcult task., Qur
Party clearly understood that the armed uprising consti-
tuted a task of very great responsibility. Tt could not
be trifled with. Consequently, it demanded extensive,
thorough, and all-sided preparation. Iis organization re-
quired political clarity, determination, and maturity, great
care and patience, ftireless political and military
work. Once begun it had to be carried right through to
the end. Any wavering, opportunist stand, just as any
sectarian and adventurist stand, would lead to the failure
of the uprising.

The armed uprising needs arms, funds, cadres, great
experience. The Party chose the only correct revolutio-
nary road leading to victory: it called on the people to
throw themselves Immediately into the fight, being in
the forefromt itself, and to secure everything needed for
the armed uprising — arms, cadres, experience, and
everything else, in the heat of the struggle,

First of all, the armed uprising demanded the
political preparation of the masses of the people, strong
reliance upon them for the combat actions and the fighters
that would carry them out, a steel-like bond between the
leading body of the uprising and these masses, At first,
such a reliance and bonds were limited. In this
direction, too, the only way was to begin the combat
actions, immediately, to begin the political preparation
of the people for the uprising by fighting the enemy,
and to establish sound links with the masses in the heat
of the armed struggle.

1. The first Call of the CC of the CP of Albania, November
1841, PLA, Principal Documents, vol. 1, p, 31 (Alh, ed.).
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So the Partv did not and could not wait. «The
infant that was born from the womb of the people on
November 8, 1941 in Tirana,» says comrade Enver Hoxha,
«did not wait even for a single day, but raised its iron fist
and struck mercilessly at the fascists and the traitors.»!

Of course the choosing of the road of armed struggle
by no means meant that the slogan of the general uprising
was 1o be launched immediately. «The general uprising,
as stated above, would be prepared step by step and
would constitute the final stage of the armed struggle.»2

PR Y

As is said in the «History of the PLA», the armed
uprising as a pecple’s war, and the ereation of the people’s
armed forces as a regular army of the Albanian people,
went through three main phases which were determined
by the development of events and things.

In the first phase the foundations were laid for the
general armed uprising and the organization of the
regular National Liberation Army, the general moral-poli-
tical and military preparation of the masses of the people
for the uprising was achieved3

The first aschool for the armed uprising were the
guerilla units, which were formed at the end of 1941
and the beginning of 1942 in the main citles of the
country, while from the beginning of 1942 thev were
active in all the citles and in many of the occupied
regions.

1. Enver Hoxha. Report at the 4th Congress of the PLA (Alb, ed).
2, Cf, The Resolution of the Peza Conference. Pocuments of

the Higher Organs of the National Liberation Revolutionary Powe_t.
p. 13 (Alb. ed.).

3. History of the PLA, p. 520. (Alb. ed.).
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The guerrilla units carried out wvarious small-scale
combatl actions: killed fascist leaders, officers, N.C.0.s.
and spies, burnit and desiroyed depots and other objects
of the enemy, seized arms and other material useful for
the liberation war, freed political prisoners, ete.

It is of great importance that no action was carried
out without the approval of the party regional comi-
mittees and without being studied with the greatest care.
Actions were carried out in order to achieve, political
gains, first of all, and then military and material gains.
According to this criterion, combat actions, while harming
the enemy, first of all established new links between the
Party and the masses. Therefore only such actions were
carried out as were acceptable to the masses, that fostered
in them love for, and confidence in, the Party that orga-
nized and led these actions. The careful choice, the
perfect organization of the combat actions of the guerrilla
Aumnits, and the leadership of the party organization, gave
their actions a character, different from those usually
carried out by anarchists, putschists, adventurers, and
bankdits of various types.

Unlike adventurist and terrorist actions, with the
‘impression they made and the influence they exercised on
the people and among the enemy ranks the actions of our
guerrilla units, however small as fighting aections, had
the importance of a batile. As comrade Enver Hoxha
says, «they were an inseparable part and the beginning
of the armed uprising», «from which the genuine leaders
of our people emerged»!, «they were linked with the
aspirations of the masses and were an expression of the
determination and confidence, not only of the Party,
but dlso of the people, in final victory»2

The guerrilla units were set up in the cities. This

1. Enver Hoxha. Report at the 1st Congress of the CP of Alba-’
nia, November 1948, Works, vol. 5, p. 268 (Alb. ed)),

2. Enver Hoxha. Report at the 1st Congress of the CP of Al-
bania, November 1948, Works, vol. 5, p. 269 (Alb. ed.).
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was not accidental. This happened because at the begin-
ning the Party’s links with the masses of the people
were almost entirely with those of the towns. Without
the support of these masses the guerrilla units could
* not have been formed and neither could they have
carried out their combat actions so successfully. In fact
the actions were not just the deed of the members of
the guerrilla units, but of the masses of the people who
protected and defended the fighters of these units,
at every step, regardless of the dangers,

But while creating the guerrila units, the Party
always had in mind higher forms of the armed struggle
— mpartisan units. «The comrades should not have 4
shallow grasp of the guestion of guerrillas», it instructed.
«Wherever possible partisan units should be formed..
without waiting for another directive for the formation
of the units.»!

The formation of the units was linked, first of all,
with the creation of the bases of the Party and of the
National Liberation War in the countryside.

The coumtryside, especially in our conditicns, was
of decisive importance to the uprising, Without arousing
the peasantry against the occupiers and the traitors there
could be no talk either of the general armed uprising or
of the triumph of the revolution.

The peasantry made up the overwhelming majority
of the mopulation of the country, therefore it would
also be the «source of the main forces of the present
war» the Party instructed? _

But it was not only for this reason that the peasantry
had to become the source and the main force of the
liberation armed struggle. Apart from this, in its bosom
it preserved very deep patriotic traditions, a fighting

1. The directive of the CC of the CPA, June 1942, PLA, Prin-
¢ipal Documents, vol. 1, p. 78 (Alh. ed.). ‘

2. Resolution of the ist National Conference of the CPA, March
1943. PLA, Principal Documents, vol, 1, p, 113, (Alb, ed).
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spirit and great revolutionary energy gained during the
centuries in the struggle for freedom, independence and
land. It hated the fascist occupiers and was burning with
desire to see Albania free and independent.

There was also another reason that inereased the
importance of the decisive role of the peasantry: the geo-
graphical factor. The bulk of our counfryside is mountai-
nous. The mountains presented very favourable conditions
for the people’s partisan warfare. As comrade Mehmet
Shehu says, «our mountains have always been the prin-
cipal ally of our peoples!, In the Anti-fascist National
Liberation War, too, our mountains became the principal
base of uprising, the secure nest of the partisan fighters,
because, in the first place, the population of the mountain
regions linked its fate with the Communist Party, joined
the National Liberation Front, and showed unprecedented
readiness and self-sacrifice in struggle, sparing nothing
for the victory over the foreign enslavers and the local
traitors. This does not mean that the Party did not
attach any importance to the plains. On the comtrary, it
kept the peasantry of the plains in the centre of its atten-
tion, just as it did the population of the mountains and
the cities, and had established sound bases for the de-
velopment of the uprising in the plains as well,

It was not easy for the Party to win over the country-
side, The main thing was that the Party was convinced
that the masses of the peasantry would embrace its line
on the National Liberation War and would turn into a
great decisive force of the armed uprising. Comrade
Enver Hoxha instructed the Party to address itself espe-
cially «to the village poor, the semi-proletarians, of
whom there were many in our country. We should mobi-
lize the peasantry around our Party, since only our Party

1. Mehmet Shehu, On the experience of our Nations! Liberation
War and on the development of our National Army, Tirana 1962,
p. 68 (Alb. ed),
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is a fighting party and the people today want to
fight».!

First of all, the peasantry was convinced of the cor-
rectness of the political line of the Party, of its ability to
lead the struggle, and accepted the Party as its leader, on
the basiz of its deeds. Such deeds, which exercised a
great influence among the peasantry, as well as among
the entire Albanian people, were the courageous actions
of the guerrilla units and, later, of the partisan units, the
unprecedented heroism of the communists in these actions.
The Albanian peasant has an especially great and pro-
found respect for valiant people, for he has always had
valour in his veins, just as he has honour. Such brave
and courageous people, honest and determined fighters
against fascism, as the communists, who, at the same
time, emerged as the most resolute defenders of the
interests and rights of the peasantry, eould not fail to
arouse their love of, and trust, in them

In this way, the Party gradually won the confidence
of the peasant, and set up its bases and those of the
National Liberation War in the countryside. From the
spring, or particularly from the summer, of the year 1942,
the centre of gravitation of the uprising shifted to the
countryside. The countryside became the principal base
of the uprising and the peasantry became its main force.
This occurred precisely when the Party had won over the
peasant masses and had prepared them for the liberation
armed struggle.

On this basis the partisan units were set up, and
increased rapidly. By the end of 1942, they numbered about
30, with more than 2.000 fighters in their ranks. The first
nudleus of the partisan units consisted of communists,
communist youths, sympathizers, workers and students
from the towns trained in the guerrilla war, whom the
Party sent to the mountains to organize the armed

1. Enver Hoxha, Report at the 1st Consultative Meeting of the
activists of the CPA, April 1942, PLA, Principal Documents, vol.
1, p. 31 (Alb. ed.).
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struggle. These nuclei were increased with the admission
of peasants. The countryside became the source and base
of the partisan units. At the same time workers, artisans,
students and teachers were sent from the cities to join
the partisan units.

The regular partisan units were the embryo of the
regular National Liberation Ammy, But in addition to the
regular units, village territorial wunits on a voluniary
basis, were formed. They were armed detachments for
the peaple’s self-defence and served as a powerful reserve
of the regular partisan detachments, both for combat
actions and for the replenishrent of their manks with
new fighters. The total number of the people who mil-
itated in the territorial volunteer units was three~four
times preater than that of the partisans of the regular
units. In the spring of 1943 the total number of fighters
of the regular partisan units, the volunteer units and the
guerrilla units, had reached about 20,000. Through the
setting up of the territorial wunits in every liberated
village and region the Party carried into life the idea of
the arming and participation of the broad masses in the
armed uprising, the idea of the people’s liberation war.
The mos typical examples of the embodiment of this
idea, which demonstrated the ever-mounting people’s
uprising, were the combat actions in Skrapar (Sepfember),
in Peza (October) and the Gjorm Battle (December 1942).

The partisan units carried out.intense military and
political activity: attacked and destroyed military Posts
and small garrisons of the enemy, and fascist punitive
forces, attacked enemy columns, destroyed or impeded
enemy communication, cut enemy telegraph and tele-
phone lines, burnt depots and other objects of the fascists,
tracked down spies, ete. Above all they aimed at clearing
entire mountain regions and zones of the enemy, in order
to set up free bases for the partisan movement. Without
such liberated regions and zomes they could not live
and carry on their activities. Besides the combat actions
carried out in Skrapar, Peza, and Mesaplik (Gjorm), in
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1942 and at the beginning of 1943, a great influence was
exercised on the broadening of the armed struggle by the
24 July action for the destruction of the enemy telegraph
and telephone lines throughout the country, some heroic

- actions in the cities, and the battles of Voskopoja, Snosém,
Patos, Libohova, Rrogozhina, and Selenica, ete.

It is of importance to stress that all the military
actions of the umnits had a great political meaning. They
undermined the occupation regime, mobilized the people
in struggle, aroused the confidence of the masses in their
own efforts, enhanced the authority of the Communist
Party.

But the units also carried out direct political and
organizational work of extraordinary importance. They
carried out large-scale political activities to clarify the
people, propagated the line of the Party and the political
program. of the Peza Conference, ensured the unity of the
peasantry in the National Liberation Front, destroyed
the old state machinery of the fascists and traitors and
helped the peasantry to build the mew democratic state
power of the national liberation councils. In collaboration
with these councils they maintained order anc¢ tran-
quillity in the liberated areas, in this way also carrying out
important functions of the state power,

In this way the new Albanian army, which was being
built in the fire of the National Liberation War, was born
and strengthened as an army of the people, an army of
the revolution, @ defender of the vital interests of the
workers, peasants, and all the democratic revolutionary
forces. For the first time, the masses of the people saw in
the partisan detachments their own army which was
being created and inereased from their flesh and bloed.
That is why they gave this army their all-round support
and aid.

From the military viewpoint, the combat actions of
the umnits were actions on a tactical secale. It was still not
possible to speak of our operations. However, the sum of
the combat actions of the partisan detachments, adding to
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them the actions of the guerrilla units in the occupied
towns and areas, gave resuits of o strategic scale, such as the
general insecurity and eoncern caused by these actions
among the ranks of the occupiers and traitors, the disor-
der and confusion brought about in the entire military-
political and state system of the enemy. A strategic result
of the combat actions of the partisan units was the get-
ting up of the bases for the organization of the regular
people’s army, and the political and military preparation
of the people for the general uprising. ‘

In order to cope with the irresistible general rise of
the armed struggle of the Albanian people, the Italian
fascists organized a whole series of operations of various
levels, employing large, repular military forces and
accompanying these operations with savage terror in
‘towns and regions, However, nothing could guench ithe
flames of the uprising which were spreading at lightning
speed. :

With the proliferation of the units their organization
and armament also continued to improve. In the course
of the struggle they gained valuable military and political
experience. The need arose to merge two or three of
them into larger formations, into partisan battalions,
which began to be set up from May 1943. With the
creation of the battalion it became possible to carry out
combat actions more coordinated and on a larger scale,
with the participation of several units and battalions.
as well as to undertake some military operations such
as the second battle of Seclenica in April, the Leskovik
battle in May, in the context of which the first blow
against the German army was struck at Barmash of
Kolonja. It became possible to cope successfully even
with the large scale operations carried out by the Italian
Army, such as the Pezs and Mallakastra operations in
June 1943,

It is of importance to emphasize that with the shift
of the epicenter of the uprising to the countryside, the
Party further developed and strengthened the insurgent
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movement in the cities as well, linking it organically
with the uprising in the countryside, as a single uprising.
Although occupied, in the years of the National Liberation
War our towns were seething with the revolutionary
movement, with the combat actions of the guerrilla umits
which made the cities unsafe for the enemies and always
kept high the morale of the population not only of the
towns but also of the village, which kept the links of the
Party with the masses strong, and strengthened their
general confidence in vietory.

In the second phase the armed struggle was turned
into a general people’s uprising and the National Libe-
ration Army was organized.!

There was no force that could extinguish the flames
of the liberation armed struggle that had engulfed the
whole of Albania. The impetuous development of this
war at the end of 1942 and at the beginning of 1943
showed that it was progressing with sure stevs towards a
new phase. the phase of the general people’s uprising.
«The National Liberation War,» comrade Enver Hoxha
stressed in February 1943, «is gradually assuming a ge-
neral character. Fascism is being dealt heavy blows both
in town and countryside.»2.

This situation was taken up for examination at the
1st National Conference of the CPA, in March 1943,
which, on the basis of the analysis of the concrete in-
ternal circumstances (the impetuous extension and deep~
ening of the liberation war) and external factors (the
turning point brought about in the course of the Sec-
ond World War by the historic victory of the Red Army
in Stalingrad), seized as the main link on the guestion
of the organization of the general uprising, and launched
the slogan: «To go united towards the general uprising»’.

1. History of the PLA, p. 520 (Alb. ed.).

9. Enver Hoxha, Works, vol. 1, p. 211 {Alb, ed.).

3. Call of the CC of the CPA, April 7, 1943, PLA, Principal Do~
cuments vol. 1, p. 150 (Alb, ed.).
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Ir order to carry out the general uprising, the Con-
ference decided to organize «the regular National Libe-
ration Army from the partisan and volunteer units- as
«the terrible force against the occupiers and the sure
and powerful guarantee of the liberation of the peoples1,
At the same time ever broader masses of the people had
to be drawn into the armed struggle and particular
attention devoted to the «large-scale mobilization of the
Peasant masses» and the vyouth «as the inexhaustible
force of the National Liberation War 2

This decisions found its complete implementation in
the summer or 1943, when the Party considered that all
conditions were ripe for a general outburst of the people’s
uprising. The Party itself, the partisan detachments,
the broad masses of the people were by now prepared
for the general uprising from every point of view — po-
litical, moral, military, organizational. In July 1943 the
regular partisan detachments had about 10,000 fighters
in their ramks, organized in 22 battalions and a great
numbers of partisan units. Not less than 20,000 other
armed fighters were included in the territorial volunteer
detachments of the liberated zones and the guerrilla units
of the occupied towns and regions. The liberated zones in-
cluded more than half the total area of the country, In
these 2omnes the political power of the national liberation
councils had been established. Hundreds of other coun-
cils carried out their activity in the occupied towns and
ZONes.

In these conditions, the Central Committee of the
Party proposed to the General Council the formation of
the General Staff and the organization of the partisan
and volunteer detachments and battalions into a regular
National Liberation Army. The decision of the General
Council on the creation of the General Staff was an-

1. Resolution of the 1st National Conference of the CPA_ p. 114
{Alb. ad.).
2. Thid;, p. 113 and 115.
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nounced on July 10, 1943, the first decision of the General
Qtaff was on the formation of the Albanian National
Liberation Army (ANLA). ‘

The founding of the General Staff and the decision

. it adopted on the formation of the National Liberation

Army laid the foundations of the regular Albanian
People’s Army. In this way, conditions were created for
a reliable leadership of the general armed uprising that
had begun in Albania, for a more thoroughgoing and
extensive implementation of the laws and rules of the
people’s war.

Terror-stricken by the people’s general uprising, i
July 1943 the Ifalian occupiers proclaimed all the terri-
tory of the «Albanian Kingdom» an operational zone,

In accordance with the concrete eqndition, the strue-
ture of the ANLA, in the second phase of the uprising,
was:

— The General Staff, which had as its task to
organize-and completely transform the Albanian National
Liberation Army into a regular army, to carry out the
centralized strategic and operative leadership of the gene--
ral armed uprising, and at the same time to work out the
tactics of this uprising.

— The staffs of the groups (regions) and of the
1st Operative Zome had as their task to lead the par—
tisan armed forces of the region (zone) in compliance with
the orders and instructions of the General Staff.

The armed forces in the regions and zones were of
three kinds: a) partisan units, battalions, and (later) re-
gular partisan groups; b) voluntser territorial units and’
battalions {of self-defence); ) regional commands, local
commands, partisan guards in villages which made up-
«the military administration of the rear.

— The shock brigade was the largest formation and
embodied the road chosen for the gradual transformation-
of the ANLA into a regular army through the merging
of partisan units, battalions and groups into brigades.
Unlike the umits, battalions and groups, into brigade -

83:




Was not a regional or zonal unit but an operative fighting
unit at the disposal of the General Staff. It fought, moved,
and manoeuvred, through all the regions of Albania as
the need arose. '

The General Staff mapped out a special plan for the
gradual merging and organization of the units, battalions
and groups into brigades. The Ist Brigade, which was
formed on August 15, 1943, as comrade Enver Hoxha
himself wrote on the occasion of its formation, «~had
the appearance of a truly regular army». «This marks a
date in the history of our movement,» he added, «and
this example should soon be followed in all the regions
of the country.»t

After the founding of the General Staff the libe-
ration armed struggle took a more organized, more exten-
sive and sterner character, arousing all the masses of the
people. This was expressed in fierce clashes, not only on
a tactical and operative scale, but also on a strategic
scale, between the ANLA and the insurgent people, on
one hand, and the Italian army, that was living through
its last days, on the other. Such were the battles of the
second Mallakastra operation, the attacks on the fascist
garrisons in Mat and Dibra, the battles in Konispol and
Kardhiq, in the region of Vlora, in Vithkuq, and in Rec
of Shkodra.

The capitulation of fascist Italy on September 8,
1943 and the entry of the German nazi invaders into
Albanian territory, found Albania in this situation of a
general people’s uprising and life and death battles of
the people against the enemy.

The new invader was faced with heavy attacks by
the National Liberation Army and the Albanian insurgent
people, everywhere, in Pogradee, Xhyrs, Konispol, Cepo,
Drashovica, Kruja. Derven, and on ajl communication

1. Enver Hoxha, Letter addressed to the Vlora Regional Commi- -
ttee on August 17, 1943. PLA, Principal Documents, vol. I, p. 189
(Alb. ed)
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lines, attacks which isolated the groupings of the German
army and forced them to seek shelter in garrisons and
fortified strongholds. The guerrilla movemendt in the cities
assumed an unprecedented impetus.

In order to get out of this situation of encirclement,
which was extremely dangerous for its troops, the German
occupier together with the entire internal reaction — the
Ballists, Zogites, and all the quislings, undertook a
general offensive consisting of a series of operations
throughout the country with the aim of annihilating the
ANLA, the National Liberation Front and the councils,
and establishing the mazi-reactionary regime everywhere.

In the winter of 1943-1944 the armed uprising, “the
National Liberation Army, as well as the Naftional
Liberation Front and the state power of the national
liberation courncils, underwent their most difficult test,
faced the greatest dangers of the entire period of the
Anti-fascist National Liberation War. Through these
tests and dangers they showed themselves invincible,
emerged victorious over so strong and savage anenemy
as the nazi German army together with the reactionary
armed forces which, apart from all else, enjoved over-
whelming superiority in weapomns and war material.

The general offensive of the enemy failed completely.
The general uprising of the people became even more
widespread, the ANLA grew stronger. In May 1944 it
had in its ranks about 35,000 fighters incorporated in 9
shock brigades and many partisan battalions, without
veckoning the territorial volunteer detachments and
hattalions or the guerrilla umnits of the occupied towns and
regions. The setting up of large military units in accordance
with. the general plan was continued without interrup-
tion in the heat of the war. 4

The war waged by the ANLA through the territorial
volunteer detachments and the guerrilla units in the
winter of 1943-1944 constituted, on a regional and zonal
scale, a successful and profoundly manoeuvrable defence
of an operative character, with numerous counter-attacks
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of a tactical character on the front, the flanks and in
the rear of the enemy operative forces. On a national
scale, this war constituted a strategic defence which
inflicted heavy losses on the enemy, and, as a conse-
quence, brought about the balancing of forces and the
seizing of the operative initiative by the ANLA In
March—A;pr:il-May of 1944, our army, went over from de-
fense to strategic counter attack, which prepared all the
prerequisites for a general strategic offensive of the
ANLA and the Insurgent people, and ereated the possi-
bility of convening the historic Congress of Pérmet which
solved the question of the state power in favour of the
insurgent people.

Both the operative and strategic defence and the
strategic counter-offensive were carried out on the basis
of the instrvctions of the Communist Party of Albania
and of the General Staff, and wene directly led by them.

In the third phase the people’s general uprising led
to the ejection of the occupiers and the complete libe-
ration of the country, the annihilation of the reactionary
organisations and forces which were tools of the
occupiers, the complete destruction of the state apparatus
of the fascists and traitors. The ANLA  was totally
transformed into a regular army of the Albanian people
and state of people’s democracy.?

While laying the foundations of the new Albanian
state of people democracy, the Anti-faseist National
Liberation Congress of Pérmet, decided that the ANLA
should be transformed into a completely regular army
of that state through the incorporation of all detachments,
battalions and groups into brigades, of the brigades into
divisions, and of the divisions into armycorps, The high
command of the ANLA was unified through the nomina-
tion of a General Commander and the appointment to
this task of comrade Enver Hoxha, General Secretary
of the Communist Party of Albania, Chairman of the

1. The History of the PLA, p. 520-521 (Alb. ed)).
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Anti-fascist National Liberation Committee (the provi-
sional revolutiomary government), founder and organizer
of the ANLA, who, until the convening of the Congress,

. had carried out the functions of Political Commissar of

the General Staff.

Along with the plan to improve the organization of
the ANLA, the General Commander, ‘with great mastery
and revolutionatry farsightedness, mapped out the
strategic plan of the general offensive for the complete
liberation of the homeland and the consolidation and
extension of the people’s democratic state power
throughout the country. At the same time this plan was
aimed at defeating the objetive which the Anglo-Ame-
rican governments and the Anglo-American Mediter-
ranean Command wanted to achieve, of rescuing the
reactionary forces of the Zogites and Ballists from de-
struction and preventing the triumph of the people’s re-
volution.

The second general offensive which the German
occupiers and the traitors undertook against the ANLA
in June 1944 did not prevent the implementation of the
plan of the General Commander, mapped out according
1o the decisions of the Plenum of the CC of the party and
the Congress cf Pérmet. During this offensive the ANLA
proved that it had attained the level of a regular army,
both from the military and from the moral-political
viewpoint, and it compelled the forces of the nazis and
traitors to retreat with great losses.

After the smashing of the enemy general offensives
of the winter and of the June 1944, the balance of forces
changed in our favour. In such a situation, the ANLA,
powerfully supported by the insurgent people, upon
ordersT of the General Commander, wentover from
temporary strategic defence to counter-offensive, and then
to general strategic offensive.

On the eve of the liberation the ANLA which had
reached 70,000 fighters, had been transformed completely
into a regular army of the new Albanian state, with a
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sound organization and high morale, armed with all kinds
of weapons seized from the enemy, equipped with ca-
mable experienced military and political cadres loyal to
the people.

With the complete transformation of the ANLA
into a regular army there were no more regional or zonal
partisan detachments and batialions. All the detachments
were incorporated into brigades, the brigades into divi-
sions, and {he divisions into army-corps. For this
reason, the regional and zonal staffs were no longer
hecessary, Therefore, they were abolished by order of
the General Cemmand.

Using the countryside as its base, such an army was
quite able to drive the occupiers out of the country, to
destroy the armed forces of the traitors and liberate all
the cities and the entire country on November 29, 1944,
without the need for the Red Army - or for any other
friendly army, to come to Albania to give us direct aid,

In this way the ANLA and the insurgent Albanian
people not only achieved the complete liberation of the
country and the triumph of the people’s  revolution
through their own forces, but were also able to diematch
beyond the borders of their country more than 20,000
fighters who fought heroically, together with the
Yugoslav NLA, for the liberation of the peoples of
Yugoslavia and the Albanian brothers of Kosova.

£ % %

It is a characteristic fact that the ANLA, which had
to be, and was, graduaily transformed into & regular

army, a condition- indispensible o performing the great

the General Staff, carried out these tasks while relying
mainly on the tactic of partisan warfare.

Our army was obliged to employ such a tactic and
not that of frontal war because of the superiority the
enemy enjoyed in numbers and Weapons. The skilful uge
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of the taclic of partisan warfare, in accord with the
conditions of the country, neutralized the superiority of
the ememy and created a complex superiority for the
insurgent people, made the piecemeal annihilation of the
_enemy forces possible, and avoided heavy losses among
the revolutionary forces, in other words, made it possible
for a small naticn like ours to fight and defeat a bigger
and ‘more powerful enemy. For this reason, time after
time the CC of the CPA, the General Staff reminded the
staffs of the detachments and units of the ANLA that
«we must avoid waging largescale frontal warfare and
holding the front at any cost»! that «the tactic of our
war continnes to be the same as previously, i.e. guerril-
la (partisan) warfare»2
The partisan warfare employed by the ANLA, which
carried out not only tactical and eperative tasks, but also
important strategic tasks, in this way, differs from the
wartare of an auxiliary character carried out behind the
enemy’s lines by the mpartisan detachments of other
countries in co—ordination with the operative and strafegic
plans of the commands of the regular troops fighting at
the front. The war waged by the ANLA is an original
partisan war. It was conducted without any dependence
on, or co-ordination with, any other front of the Second
World War, either from the operative or strategic angle,
and, even less, from the tactical angle. It coped with
quite independent tadke which were defined by the CC
of the CPA or the Genermal Staff, and no other body.
The use, for the reasons we menticned above, mainly
of the tactic of partisan war does not mean that our
National Liberation Army did not know, or did not
employ at all, the tactic of frontal war or elements of
this tactic. In particular cases it also waged frontal war,

1. The National Liberation Army, booklet of the CC of the CPA.
Central Party Archives.

2, Enver Hoxha, Letter addressed to the Vlora Regional Commit-
tee, November 22, 1943, Works, vol. 2, p. 55 (Alb, ed).
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when # considered it possible and indispensible to hold
certain objectives or-lines, or not to allow the enemy to
recapture themn, either for a given time or permanently.
The elements of the tactic of frontal war became more
pronounced as complex superiority was gained over the
enemy, who saw the ground slipping from under their
feet, up to the batile for the liberation of Tirana, in
which the principles and rules used over all were those
of frontal war, but of a frontal war into which elements
of partisan warfare were organically blended.

The partisan warfare of the ANLA was outstanding
for its spirit of attack amd the uninterrupted character
of its combat actions, for the speed of its movements
and the masterly use of rapid manoeuvring, the use of
surprise attacks, the great initiative use of the commands
of all instances, and the perfect use of the terrain.

Of extraordinary importance, as the main factor,
together with the masterly use of the tactic of partisan
warfare to neutralize and overcome the superiority of
the enemy, to inflict heavy losses on, or to annihilate
their forces and to achieve victory over them, was the
high momle of the partisan fighters, which was the source

~of the inwincibility and the unprecedented hervism of
the ANLA. On every occasion, in every clash with the
enemy, the partisans had incomparable moral superiority
over the enemy. This boundless moral force had its foun~
dations in the high level of consciousness of the fighters.
They knew what they were fighting for, they had the
feeling of sacred duty towards the country and the
revolution, deeply rcoted in their hearts, and not only to-
wards revolution on a nafional scale, but also towards the
international revolutionary movement, towards socialism.
They had grasped, in essence, the correctness of the
political line of the Commumist Party, were fully aware
of the difficulties, privations and sacrifices demanded
by the wan and they had unshakable confidence in the
victory of the just liberation war of the Albanian people.
Therefore, every cadre and every rank-and-file partisan
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was ready to lay down his life for freedom, for the
country, for the revolution, and for the Communist
Party.
Comrade Mehmet Shehu has summed up the prin-
- cipal qualities and virtues of the ANLA in the following
way: 1) the readiness of every fighter to lay down his
life for the defence of the country amd the freedom of
the people; 2) his boundless loyalty towards the Party,
its Marxist-Leninist line, and communism; 3) his confi-
dence in himself, in his comrades, confidence in the
victory over the enemy, however powerful they might
seem; 4) his profound hatred for the enemy and bound-
less love for the people; worthy conduct towards the
people and spiritual communion with them: 5) the comra-
dely and fraternal relation between the cadres and the
rank-and-file partisan fighters, eliminating any distance
between them; 6) the spirit of attack, the uninterrupted
combat activity over the whole period of war; strong and
conscious discipline, mobility, rapidity, accuracy and
resilience in combat actions; 7) the unyielding spirit in
the face of any obstacle, difficulty, or serious situation
in the course of war, however exireme; courage and
dauntlessness in face of death.!

All these qualities and virtues are, in fact, elemenis
of the communist morality which the Communist Party
had implented deep into the hearts and minds of the
fighters of the ANLA. The Party and the General Staff
devoted particularly great attention to the revolutionary
jdeo-palitical education of the National-Liberation Army.
The main reason for this was that this army was called
on not only to serve as a decisive weapon to achieve the
strategic objectives of the Anti-fascist National Libe-
ration War, which was a great people’s revolution, but
also to defend the achievements of this war and to de-
velop them further on the road of socialist.

1. Mehmet Shehu, Instead of the conclusion. «Hope for the
People, Terror to the Enemy.~ Tirana 1971, p. 601 (Alb, ed),
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Of extraordinary importance for the successful
development and the triumph of the general people’s
uprising was the uncompromising and principled revoit-
tionary stand of our Party towards the policy and acti-
vities of sabotage and hindrance pursued by the Anglo-
American military missions and the Mediterranean
High Command, which did their utmost to protect the
bases of the reaction, and demanded on various pretexts
that the general uprising in Albania should begin only
when the landing of the Anglo-American forces was to
take place, and, consequently, when the command of
these forces issued such orders.

The Central Committee of our Partvy and the
General Commander, comrade Enver Hoxha, accepted
meither orders, comtrol nor strategy, imposed from
outside. They implemented only their own policy and
strategy. They gave and implemented orders without
asking permission from any foreigner, :

The Anglo-Americans over-estimated the importance
of their supplies of arms, clothing, and footwear, and
tried to use them to exert pressure on the General Staff
of the National Liberation Army so as to force it to
accept their policy, strategy, and supervision. The Central
‘Committee of the Party, the General Staff and the
General Commander, had never counted on waging the
war with the weapons and other material that might
be sent from abroad. They mever accepted any inter-
ference and any political or military condition in con-
nection with the possible supplies of the Anglo-Americans,
and did not inferrupt their armed struggle against the
occupiers and traitors, even for a moment, when ~ the
Anglo-American Command threatened that it «would
cut off all supplies». Comrade Enver Hoxha, in a letter
addressed to Baba Faja on November 21, 1943, writes:
«The ’friends’ (the British officers) that have come there -
are up to all sorts of trickery. They want to poke their
noses into the affairs of our army... Do not let yourselves
be deceived by their promises... They have plenty of

92




words, but nothing comes of them. They are giving no
aid in money. The aid they have given up to now is ridi-
culously small.»1

The Party and the General Staff had made every
cadre and rank-and-file partisan fighter deeply aware
that only self-reliance would ensure the victory of the
uprising, of the people’s revolution.

_ On the basis of this principle, all the big and difficult
problems of the people’s armed struggle were solved,
such as the training of the military-political cadres,
equipping the army and the insurgent people, supplying
the fighter with arms, ammunition clothing and footwear.

The Communist Party and the General Staff pos-
sessed no ready-made military cadres, no military school
to train officers. There could be no question of using the
officers of the old army. The overwhelming majority of
them were serving the occupiers and the reaction. There
was no other way but to train the commanders and the
political commissars in the heat of the stern struggle
against the enemy, selecting them from among the ranks
of the workers, peasants and patriotic intellectuals, from
the most honest, the bravest, the ablest partisans, de-
voted to the people and the revolution.

With the uninterrupted growth of the National
Liberation Army, the need for cadres constantly
increased, too. Some partisan staffs and commands,
faced with such a necessiiy, asked the General Staff
for commanders and commissars, Here is the answer to
such a request, sent to a battalion command: «These
requests astonish us greatly. It seem to us that you have
not as yet understood that the battalions and detach-
ments are the genuine source for commanders and poli-
‘tical leaders... These leaders emerge in the process of
struggle and battle»2

The commanders and commissars of the National

1. Enver Hoxha, Works, vol. 2, p. 48-49 (Alb. ed.).
9. Order of the General Command to the Dumrea Battalion on
November 8, 1943. Documents of the General Staff, vol. 1, p. 147T.
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Liberation Army that emerged in the heat of the revo-
lutionary war proved fully capable of successfully
solving the difficult tasks of the organization and de-
velopment of the armed uprising.

Although lackimg sufficient schooli g and military
training, these sons and daughters of the people proved
more capable than the Italian and German officers
and generals who had graduated from high military
schools and academies, and defeated them.

For the arming of the army of the insurgent people
the main way was to seize weapons fram the enemy
in actual battle. As far as food, clothing, and footwear
Wwere concermed, the partisan fighters had to tely on
the aid of the population.

* * &

Like the entire Amti-fascist National liberation War,
the people’s general uprising was carried out and
triumphed under the leadership of the Communist Party
of Albania. The creation of the National Liberation
Army was the deed of the Party. It was created, orga-
nized, and led directly by the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Albania, its General Secretary,
comrade Enver Hoxha. All the problems of the uprising,
all the questions of the structure and internal life of
the liberation armed forces, of the strategy, operative
actions and military tactics were solved dn compliance
with the instructions and teachings of the Party. Comrade
Enver Hoxha, who was the Political Commissar of the
“General Staff and, later, the General Commander, map-
ped out every plan, every instruction, and important
order issued to the National Liberation Army, himself
directly leading the entire party work in the army. Every
member or candidate member of the Central Committee
was deeply engaged in the solution of the problems of
the gemeral uprising. Likewise, through the regional
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(zonal) staffs, the Party regional committees led all the
activities of the armed struggle in their respective
areas, :

The Party led the army through the party cells in
the detachments and companies, through the party
bureaus in battalions, through the political sections and,
later, the party committees, in brigades and divisions.
The comymunists were the heart and the brain of the
Albanian National Liberation Army., They were out<
standing not only as dauntless, fighters but also as
political leaders, as untiring organizers and propagandists,
as teachers of the partisan fighters and the masses of
the people, setting the example in coping with complicat-
ed situations, with the extraordinary difficuliies of
partisan life. All of them fought with determination and
relentlessly to have the party line, its directives and
decisions, carried out to the letter.

An extremely important role in carrying out the
party leadership in the army was played by the political
commissars who were Tecognised by all as the
representatives of the CPA in the detachments and units
and answerable, more than anybody else, for the imple-
mentation of the political line by all the cadres and
fighters,

But by no means a small role in effecting the party
leadership was played by the commamders, too, the ma-
jority of whom, in the heat of the liberation war, became
party members and were tempered as revolutionaries.
determined to fight for the cause of the people, the-
Party, and communism,

So  boundless was the love for the Party and so
great was its authority in the ANLA, so deep was the
conviction in the correctness of the political line of the
Party, in its wise leadership, that every cadre and parti-
san was fully aware that he could march on the correct
road, towards final victory over the ememy, only on
the basis of the directives and teachings of the Party.
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*® * *

The people’s armed uprising in  the Anti-fascist
National Liberation War was developed on the basis of
the general Marxist-Leninist laws and principles on the
revolutionary armed struggle. At the same time it bears
the imprint of the peculiarities that derive from the
concrete internal and external conditions in which it
developed, from the genius of our Communist Party,
from the creativeness and self-sacrifice of the masses
of the people, from the farsightedness, the revolutionary
wisdom, and leading ability, of comrade Enver Hoxha.

The extremely rich experience of our people’s general
uprising, of our National Liberation Army, is an
inexhaustible source of valuable lessons for the elabeoration
of revolutionary Albanian military art and for the further
development of Marxist-Leninist military science, for
the political and military preparation of the armed forces
and our people as a whole to defend their freedom,
independence and socialism, against the savage enemies
of our country and people and all mankind, the US
tmperialists and the Soviet social-imperialists,

Among the many lessons, the first lessons is the
sound, undivided, and effective leadership of the Party.
This leadership is the main source of the heroism and
revolutionary self-sacrifice of the Albanian people against
the occupiers and traitors, and of their historic victory
in this war. It is the principal factor in the extent, depth,
and grandeur of the people’s general uprising in the
Anti~fascist War. The very creation and organization of
the ANLA as a regular revolutionary army, and every
victory and success attained by the ANLA over the
occupation armies and the reactionary forces, thas its
roots in the correct Marxist-Leninist line of the Party
and in its wise leadership.

Today, too, such a leadership is the principal guarantee
of the honourable fulfilment of the lofty duty of the
defenice of our socialist homeland, of the all-round
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political and military revolutionary preparation and of
combat readiness of our armed forces, of our soldier-
people.
The second lesson is the steel-like army-people-party
unity. In this unity lay the entire strength of the National
Liberation Army, of the insurgent people, and of the
Party itself.

It is precisely this unbreakable unity that is the
foundation of the strength of our soldier people, the
guarantee of our victory over any enemy that might dare
attack the People’s Republic of Albania and endanger
the great achievements of the people’s revolution and
socialist comstruction.

Another lesson is the high morale of the fighters of

the National Liberation Army and the entire insurgent
people, a morale that had its foundation in the profound
political and revolutionary conscicusness of fthe masses,
in their unshakable confidence in the correctness of the
nolitical line and in the ability of the Party in
leadership. ;
: Today, also, the high patriotic and revolutionary
consciousness of the masses of the people, their socialist
moral qualities, their determination te¢ march on the
road of the Party are among the principal factors in
the defence potential of the homeland and a guarantee
of the victory over the imperialist and revisionist
aggressors. '
; A very important lesson that emerges from the
experience of the general uprising in the Anti-fascist
National Liberation War is that, through the people’s
liberation war, a small nation can fight and triumph over
a more powerful enemy,

The Anti-fascist National Liberation War is, indeed,
a great treasury of experience for the people’s war our
nation may be obliged to fight against the imperialist
and revisionist aggressors to defend the socialist homeland
and to win final victory over them. regardless of the fact
that a future people’s war for the defence of the country
will be at a much higher level from every point of view.
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