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DECISION

OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE PARTY OF LABOR
OF ALBANIA ON CELEBRATING THE CENTENNIAL OF
V.I. LENIN’S BIRTHDAY )

On April 22, 1970, the Party and laboring masses of our
country together with all the proletarians, communists, wor-

kers and peoples throughout the world will - celebrate the
- centennial of great Lenin’s birthday.

V.I. Lenin’s life and work are linked in an inseparable
way with the struggle to set up the Communist Party (Bol-
shevik) of the USSR, with the triumph of the Great October
Socialist revolution, with the establishment of the dictator-
ship of the proletariat and the setting up of the first socialist
“State in the world, -

V.I. Lenin upheld and further developed the revolutionary
doctrine of Karl Marx and Friedrich Bngels, enriched it with
the new experience of the revolutionary struggle waged by
the proletarians and workers of the whole world during the
epoch of imperialism, raising Marxism to a new and higher
level.

As leader and great teacher of the Russian and inter-
national proletariat, V.I. Lenin was an indomitable fighter-
for the triumph of the ideals of freedom, independence and
liberation of the people from the imperialist and colonial yoke.

Having usurped power in the State and Party under the
: guise of the creative development of Marxism and opposition
.. o JV. Stalin’s cult of the individual, the Khrushcheviste re-
visionists betrayed the ideals of the revolution and socialism,
‘buried V.I Lenin’s revolutionary theory and set the land of
the Soviets onto the road of revisionist bourgeois degeneration.

V.. Lenin’s ideas and revolutionary docirine are today a
weapon in the hands of the revolutionary Marxisi-Leninists,
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of the ,ﬁrol-etarians and workers of the whole world. in their
battle against imperialism and Khrushchevite revisionism. The

Party of Labor of Albania, which came into being and deve-
loped as a party of the new Leninist-Stalinist type, has been
guided and continues to be guided by great Lenin’s ideas and .

teachings in all its revolutionary activity. Is has striven and
will always strive o preserve the purity of Marxism-Leninism,
it will always hold aloft the red banner of Leninism in’ its
struggle to bring about the triumph of the cause of revolution
and communism throughout the world. ' _
. In order to celebrate with magnificence the great ju-
bilant centennial of V.I Lenin’s birthday, the Central Commit-
tee of the Party of Labor of Albania g

DECIDED:

To organize a broad work of propaganda o commemorate
and celebrate this jubilant centennial of V.I. Lenin’s birthday.
This will go a long way for the communists and workars of
our country: o

a) to get better acguainted with and delve deeper into
V.1. Lenin’s revolutivnary deeds, to master his ideas, his
teachings on the Marxist-Leninist party, on the class struggle,
revolution and the dictatorship of proletariat, to get acquainted
with and master the ideological and theoretical thesaurus of
Leninism;

b) to get acquainted with the major battle V.1 Lenin has
waged against opportunism and revisionism, the major contri-

bution he has rendered lo defending Marxism from the re-

negades of revolution and socialism; _

¢) to get acquainted with the struggle and efforts of
our Party to apply V.I. Lenin’s ideas and teachings to our re-
volutionary practice, to our revolution and socialist construction
in compliance with the specific conditions of our country, with
‘the contribution of the Party of Labor of Albania to the further
development of Marxism-Leninism. , :

The Party Central Committee calls on all the Party and
mass organizations, on all State cultural and educational ins-

titutions that, within the framework of the celebration’ of .

the centennial of V.I. Lenin’s birthday, they should organize
scientific ' sessions, lectures and discussions, prepare: exhibi-

tions and 3o on, devoted to great Lenin's life and revolutionary
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il ‘work ’I‘he ‘press 'organs and the «Naim Frashen» Pubhshmg
- House should take steps to publish propaganda articles, other
writings and reminiscences from his struggle and work. The
«New  Albania» Film Studio should circulate films which

.. bring to light V.I. Lenin’s personality.

THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE PARTY OF
LABOR OF ALBANIA T

Tirana, 21 /IV/‘:IQGQ
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€OMMUNIQUE

ON THE MEETING OF THE 8TH PLENARY SESSION OF .
THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE PARTY OF LABOR
OF ALBANIA

From June 26 to 28, 1969, the 8th Plenum of the Central
Committee of the Party of Labor of Albania held its sessions
under the Presidency of the First Secretary of the Central
Committee of the Party of Labor of Albania and took up the
Report of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of
the Party of Labor of Albania «On the Conclusions of the
Public Discussion on the Further Revolutionization of Our
Schools» submitted by Member of the Political Bureau of the
Central Committee of the Party of Labor of Albania and
Chairman of the Central Commission for Education at the
Party Central Committee Comrade Mehmet Shehu.

Having broadly discussed the Report submitted, the Ple-
-num of the Central Committee approved it unanimously and
passed the corresponding decisions.

In winding up the sittings of the Plenum, the First Se- .
cretary of the Central Committee of the Party of Labor of

Albania, Comrade Enver Hoxha, delivered an important -
speech. .

THE PLENUM OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE
OF THE PARTY OF LABOR OF ALBANIA

Tirana, 26/V1/1969
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DECISION

OF THE S8TH PLENUM OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE
- OF THE PARTY OF LABOR OF ALBANIA ON THE
. CONCLUSIONS OF THE PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON THE
FURTHER REVOLUTIONIZATION OF OUR SCHOOLS

In its meeting from June 26 to 28, 1969, the 8th Plenum
of the Central Committee of the Party of Labor of Albania,
having heard and taken up for discussion the Report of the
Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the Party «On
the Conclusions of the Public Discussion on the Further Re-
volutionization of Our Schools» submitted by Member of the
Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the Party of
Labar of Albania and Chairman of the Central Commission for
Fducation at the Central Committee of the Party of Labor of
Albania Comrade Mehmet Shehu,

Decided:

- 1) to approve in full the Report of the Political Bureau
on the further revolutionization of our schools; '

2) to charge the Political Bureau of the Central Commit-
tee and the Council of Ministers to take all the necessary mea-
sures to put into application the tasks regarding the further
revolutionization of our school; o

3) to instrict all the Party organizations, the State and
economic organs and the organizations of the masses to make
a thorough study of the decisions and the documents of the
Party on the further revolutionization of our schools and to-
build their whole work in such a way as to ensure the success-
ful implementation of the tasks emerging from them.

THE 8TH PLENUM OF THE CENTRAL COMMIT-
TEE OF THE PARTY OF LABOR OF ALBANIA

Tirana, 26/VI1/1969




’APPLY A REVOLUTIONARY LENINIST METHOD AND
STYLE OF WORK IN EVERYTHING WE DO

— Comrade Enver Hoxha's speech at the 8th Plenary Session

of the Central Committee of the Party of Labor of Albania.

The Report submitted by Comrade Mehmet Shehu «O:n ,

the Conclusions Drawn from the Public. Discussions on the
Further Revolutionization of Our Schools» constitutes the very
synthesis of the broad public discussions conducted on this
~ major problem and clearly defines the cardinal political, ideo-
logical, scientific, pedagogical and organizational lines along
which our new schools will proceed.
As on all other problems and tasks of primary importance,
on this one too, our Party submitted its theses to a revolu-
tionary critical discussion by the broad working masses obtain-

ing their valuable opinions, in depth and breadth, on such -
vital problems for the people as those of instruction and -

education.

True, the Political Bureau and the Central Committee
arrived at the conclusions we are adopting today through ana-
lyzing and discussing these data of great value, yet the peo-
ple’s resourceful ideas on this problem can in no way be con-
sidered exhausted; they will always remain a precious fount
to freshen and reinvigorate our Party’s thoughts in its
- efforts to improve and perfect our revolutionary school system.
' Therefore, though. we are taking important decisions about

our schools today, neither the Party, the State.nor the broad

‘working masses must ever think that this problem has now

‘been definitely solved, that everything has been properly

- settled and that the work will henceforth take its own course.
Our Party and our State must be clearly aware that it

Badie
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| was precisely thanks to the mobilization and inteérest of the
- working masses that the attainment of these positive results -
- was made possible. The revolutionary drive of the .masses in
- tackling this problem awoke the sleepy, shook off the dust,
cleansed many filthy nooks, shattered many petty bourgeois
concepts, invigorated and encouraged the progressive and re-
- volutionary new, demonstrated marvellous competences on a
field which was considered closed and exclusive in which the
‘right to have a say belonged only to the learned, to the men
«0f culture-, ‘ :

This broad public discussion must serve as a greal lesson,
especially to the Party organizations, not only in solving this
particular important problem, but alsc asa spur, as a lesson of the
method and style of work in solving all other problems in the fu-
ture. By holding fast to the line of the masses and profiting by
the wisdom and ability of the people, our Party will always be
able to solve aright, well and quickly every problem, no
matter how difficult or complicated it may be. :

All the great crganizational work which the public dis-
cussion of such an important problem entailed was conducted
by the Party. This indicates a major qualitative leap ahead
in its work but, at the same time, it also displays an inade-

" quate interest in and unqualified method of approach to this

,revolutionary discussion on the part of some communists, We
. must sincerely and openly admit this shortcoming. We must
. admit and subject it to a critical analysis, otherwise, we might
- relax again, undervalue this problem and allow ourselves t» ke
- dragged along by other problems. '

‘We must always bear in mind that the problemof the
instruction and education of the masses is a key-problam to
socialism and communism closely linked with all the other
major problems the harmonious development of which, taken’
together, depends on the solution of all its component parts.

The interest our Party as a whole should take in this
" “problem should be continucus and better qualified with each
passing day. The communists must shake off the indolence,
“hestitation and fear still observed among some of them who
- plead lack of knowledge and competence when called upon
. to tackle prob%ams of education. A brilliant example has heen
- set for us in this matter, as always, by our working class, by
the broad masses of the workers of our country. A wvast
amount of work must now he done to completely work out
this system, to put it into effect and, then, to keep improving it
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incessantly. This work must go. through three important
stages: _
In the first place, the political and ideological orientatic
concerning the system and the adaptation of the structure and -
organization of our new-type schools to this revolutionary -
orientation in all its component parts, must be well grasped.
All this has been accepted, but it would be a mistake to think
that it has been thoroughly and properly grasped by all. It is
the duty of the Party to clarify this problem constantly and
persistently because, both in principle and in practice, there

are bound to be and there are bound to emerge misunderstand-

ings, hesitations, material obstacles and cld backward view-
points which will show up in various forms. The old educational
system has left its traces among many intellectuals, teachers,
professors and men of science. The Party must strive to liqui-
date these survivals through profound and continucus politi-
cal and ideclogical work. In no way should it be thought that
the remnants of the old world-outleck about schools will
vanish of their cwn accord, with us crossing our arms and not
bothering about them. : ,

Just as in every sector of work, in this vital sector of our
revolution too we must carefully guard against dogmatism and
self-content. We must also guard against the intellectualist.
tendencies of the teachers, instructors and professors who are
going to play a major role in putting educational practices imto |
execution, Their erudition must not be overestimated for that
would lead to dogmatism and to slackening control over the
subject matter taught, over educational practice, metheds and
style of work which springs from the revoluticnary practice
and the rich and wide experience of the laboring masses and,
first and foremost, of the working class. Learning is an indis-
pensable nourishment, an important means and weapon that
promtis progress and development. but, with us it must never
be converted into a petty bourgeois ornament to brezd the feel-
ing of arrogance and superiority, nor into a means of lording
it over the masses as in the capitalist ar< revisionist countries:
The learned people of our country must be characterized by .
their proletarian modesty and their real merits in creative and
production work. Only such people deserve respect and support
because only they are fully aware that theory can not be
separated and detached from revolutionary practice. :

The classics of Marxism-Leninism and the revolutionary
practice of our Party teach us that at work, whether mental
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‘or in - production, we shouid apply a revolutionary Leninist
~ style and method. Stalin says that Leninism is a theoretical
- and practical school which forms a special type of man in the
Party, in the State apparatus and in.that of economy. The Le-
" ninist style, he teaches us, is the remedy against indolence,
routine, conservatism and servilism, against stagnant traditions
and thought. The Leninist style at work, Stalin adds; is that life- -
giving force which stimulates thought, imparts an impetus to
advance, destroys the past and ushers in the future. Without
this driving force no progressive movement is possiblle.

When treating the question of defending the principles of
Leninism, Stalin teaches that the Leninist method demands the
testing of theoretical dogmas in the heat of the revolutionary
struggle of the masses, in the heat of life-giving practice. In
.sizing up the policy of the parties of the IInd Internationale,
Leninism does not base its judgment on their slogans and re-
soluttons, to which no credit should be lent, but on their deeds
and activity. It is only by linking its policy closely with re-
volutionary practice that a party can win and deserve the
confidence of the proletarian masses. '

) The reorganization of all our Party’s work on the basis
of a new revolutionary method and, finally, the self-criticism
the Party should practice to help turn its own mistakes into
profitable lessons as well as other theoretical and practical
matters which T am not going to mention in extenso, must guide
- us in all our activity and, particularly, in our educational
. work with school youth. Marxist-Leninist philosophical defi-
- nitions are clear and comprehensible but they must be pro-
feundly grasped in all their depth and breadth and the most -
important thing is that they should be carried out in practice
- and that our actions should be gauged by their infallible

yardstick.

Harmoniously built, closely linked and inspired by the
revolutionary line of the masses, both in theory and practice, -
the Leninist method and Leninist style should blaze ‘the trail
to our new-{ype schools to bring up and temper a younger
- generation devoted to the cause of the peolpe, of our Party, of
socialism and communism, to organize their internal life and
the out-of-school work of our youth. This Leninist method, and
this Leninist style of work employed by our Party has helped
.~ a lot in the study of the problem of our schools, just as it is
*  helping and yielding results also in solving a good number of
other important problems. , A ; :




]

The Report submitted at this session of the Central Com-~
mittee should be considered as the first important step taken
in an enormous but not fully completed jcb, a job which
entails the solution of many other prcblems closely connected
with the question under consideration such as those of pro-
grams, textbooks, of numerous organizational measures, of
{raining cadres and of the continucus improvement of the
whole complex. Therefore, I expect other meetings of this kind
to be held in the future because the problem of education is

neither a minor nor a simple one, nor is it a particular pro--

blem in itself but that of the education and cullure of the
broad masses of workers and, in the first place, of our younger

generation. The future sessions of the Central Committee will”

aim not only al establishing the best possible school practices
and the supervision of their execution but also at correcting,
in a revolutionary way, the inaccuracies, flaws and faults of
the system and practices we have adopted which will certainly
be subjected to changes rowards their further perfection.

Let us lake the question of the new school problems, the
complete cycle of them, The Ministry of Education and Culture

and a large group of gualified experts have drawn up draft-

programs based on the principles and theses issued by our Party.
Fiery dzbates have, of course, taken place and this is a very good
thing. Naturally, there have been, there ere and there will
continue to be differences of opinion among the participants of
this important job, particularly, on the part of the specialists
whe, while admitting that the Marxist-Leninist triangle and
ideological axis of our schools are correct, indispensable and
revolutionary, are afraid that the theoretical level of these

schools will be lowered. In order to mitigate their anxiety they

try to increase the number of hours allotted to the teaching
of théory and to lengthen the school year. Il necessary, this
may also be done kut in this case not only one but the three
aspecis of the problem must always be kept under considera-
tion, namely, the theoretical aspect so thal the notions acquired

- in school may be sound and complele the practical aspect so - l

that the pupils and students may be trained to engage in pro-
duction work as scon as possible and, thirdly,-the great need
of the country for highly trained cadres.

Guided by the theses our Party issued on the revolutioni-
zation of our schools, the men engaged in- educational work
began to make a deeper study of the existing school programs
and itextbooks and found in them numerous -exXcesses, wWrong
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 orientations, outdated theories of no further use and. many su- .

perfluous definitions. In various subjects, they- also found
problems treated which were not only of retrogressive theore-
tical content inherited  from the bourgeocis schools but also
programed and developed in a too exaggerated eruditic and
encyclopedic way for the various departments of our schools.
Whereupon, their pruning actually began. But it would be a
mistake for us to think that it has been a perfect and finished
pruning. No, we are still very far from that; we will have-
a great deal more to do in that line. The Party, in particular,
will have to shoulder the great task of explaining to the

‘people engaged in school work the theoretical aspect of the

Leninist method as presented by Stalin which I just referred
to and then its practical application. The Leninist method,
Stalin teaches us, is nol intended to be used to size up the dog-
mas and policies of the parties of the II Internationale alone;
it is intended to help recrganize the whole party work on new
revolutionary lines.

And one of these tasks of the Party is also the guestion
of schools. In the old-type schools there exist dogmas and
biased reactionary tendencies; many negative survivals dwell
in men’s minds. The bourgeoisie consider the schools as se-
lective instruments to create an elite, to establish special social
categories of people while our schools aim at the very opposite
of this.

The laic and anti-religious trend of cur schools is at com-
plete variance with the pseundo-laicism of the hbourgeois
schools. The laic and anti-religious character of our schools is
not inspired by Greesk and Latin antiquity as is the case
with the bourgeoisie who have blended this inspiration with
the mystic and religious trends of idealism, but by the life-

, giving, revolutionary and anti-religious ideas of -the people,

by the materialist and scientific Marxist-Leninist philosophy.
All these and other evils should be taken notice of and
combated; they should be gotten rid of through self-criticism

+.in order that we may arrive at where we intend to, namely,

to the revolutionary reorganization of our schools so that they

" may imbue vouth with scientific concepts and technical abili-

ty to take direct part in production work to apply these ¢on-
cepls in practice as well as with adequate physical and military
training.

But must we first do this purging and then go to work?
No! In this matter too we must act in a revolutionary manner
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- just as we do in the Party, that is, act first and thien delve -
deeper into the matter, do the necessary pruning and discard
old practices. This is the essence, these are the results of the
Leninist method, this is the path we must all follow. The
intellectuals, teachers, instructors, professors and scientific
research workers, in particular, stand in great need of deeply
grasping and properly applying this method.
, Viewing the question under this prism, T am of the opi-
nion that we will find both in our programs and textbooks
enough free hours which will serve io better clarify and
strengthen the theory in schools.
' The specialists measure the importance given 1o the theory
of a subject by the number of hours alloted to it. Hours are

an indispensable unit of measurement both at school and in - k

- production. I may be wrong for I am not a specialist in matters
dealing with teaching, regardless of the fact that 31 years ago
I used to be a simple school teacher myself, but I am of the
opinion that, without asserting that they are ungrounded, the
criteria by which the specialists distributed school hours must:
have left some reserves, for the calculations were based on the
-number of hours they had at their disposal at that time. Of
course, a certain deduction has been made but, it seems to me,
a scanty one due to their worries and their lack of taking into
consideration the many things that have changed and are going
to change through the revolutionary development of the masses
and which will continually exert their influence also on our
new-type schools, on the teachers themselves, on their style
of work, and this cannot be measured by the hour but will
greatly enhance the actual value of the recitation hour by its
gualitative improvement which will, in effect, add to the fund
of hours allotted to theory.

Let us take a key-problem of production, namely, the . :

value of an hour of work which, in this case, materializes in
production. If we compare the value of the actual output of
‘a worker in one hour {(and here, too, exist reserves) with that
of the same worker not more than ten years ago, the calcula-.
tions will reveal a great difference. What a worker accompli-

shes in one hour today, ten years ago it would have taken him . . '

two or even three hours to accomplish. This is due to many
factors such as his political, ideological and technical uplift,
the mechanization of production, the improvement of his me-
thod and style of work and a series of forms of emulation
which, taken together, go a long way to increasing output,
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to beating old quotas and, in a word, to increasing the real
value of the working hour. The ultimate goal in all this pro-
cess is to raise the material welfare of the people by produc-
ing more and better goods at as low costs as possible, to keep
the machines in good repair and, above all, {o protect the
"“health of the people.

It seems to me that the teachers and professors as well
as the pupils and students ‘should take such revolutionary
steps and take advantage of this orientation and this expe-
rience of the ‘working class in fulfilling their obligations. Thus,
the ability of the teacher and his style of work to increase the
27 value of the scheduled class hour on a subject increases also
-+ the ability of the pupils and students to grasp their subject
.. matter in the class room and to increase the value of his study

hour out of the classroom. This is an essential approach to the

feaching and learning of a subject and, without it, no theory
_or science can be properly grasped just as a worker cannot

succeed in educating himself nor in raising the level of pro-

duction at the job he is assigned to without applying the pro-
"~ cesses, I just referred to, in a disciplined way.

We must strive to economize time but not by lowering the
level of theory in schools and thus train practicioners, which
is not in keeping with the Marxist-Leninist orientation of our
schools, but by trying to teach the indispensable amount of

" theory in a full, explicit and comprehensible form in a shorter
period of time if possible. It is precisely these reserves we _
should try to discover. The Leninist method and style will
‘help us do this. In addition to what I have just said, we can
find other such reserves by combating verbalism in teaching.
by applying observation, experimentation, carefully prepared
laboratory work, by stimulating the initiative and activity of
pupils, students and teachers, by teaching not only in but also
out of the classroom, in factories and fields, by introducing
film projections, radic broadcasts and, eventually, television to
the teaching process, by preparing lectures, seminars and
textbooks of a high cultural standard. These are all of extreme
importance ahd we must keep well in mind that they should
be based on science and the proper approach to the subject

. matter, on the proper selection of materials and on the clear

f - exposition of the basic principles of the subject in question.

The mutual relations between the teaching materials of
one subject and those of another should be seriously observed;
the teaching materials of the different subjects should not
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include the same“Or additional irrelevant data, taking too much ; .
space and (ime and becoming even boresome. Of major im- .

portance is also the outer form and neat’ printing of the ma- -.

terials of teaching. In short, we must insist on the scientific
and pedagogical requirements regarding both the substance and
form of all our scheol textbooks. _ ‘
The introduction of work into scheol life should not be
viewed as a factor in lowering the level of theory simply be-
cause it takes off a number. of hours from it, but as an im-
_ portant means which will actually raise the level of theory
through political and ideological tempering resulting from di-
rect participation in production and work since, by working in
production, the pupil, student and teacher will acquire that
class style and method so essential to our revolutionary
schools. ,
Of course, the introduction of work into schools requires a
change in the working methods of the teachers and professors.
of pupils and students. Our schools strive, both in prineiple and
practice, to impart that complete education Marx recommends,
namely, a polytec¢hnical education which should place the pro-
gressive culture of the epoch at the disposal of the people.
Working in the factory stimulates the essential need of acquir-
ing knowledge of physics, chemistry, mechanical drawing and
mathematics. In the same way, working on a farm kindles a
love for the lessons of biology, chemistry, mathematics, geogra-
phy and other subjects. Production work vitalizes theoretical
studies, work broadens the horizon of study, inculcating in the
pupils and students a desire for activity and initiative.
Classroom recitation should not have the learning of de-
finition for its objective for that would be altogether formal,
mere verbalism. The teaching of definitions to pupils and stu-
dents should be supplemented with concrete results obtained
in research and applied in production work. It is, therefore,
essential that the textbooks and teachers’ lectures should inclu-
de data both in physies, mathematics, biology and other su-
bijects the theoretical bases of which the pupils and students
will find applied in the production work to which they will
be assigned. Only in this way will the classroom lesson become
alive and theory will be properly combined with practice.’
. But a thing of this kind, of course, calls for continuous
observation, it requires efforts to coordinate and improve the
work, a thing which cannot be properly realized if the
teachers and professors do not work together with the pupils
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and students on the same job. These organic tHes and real
pedagogy call for such a course, for a profound theoretical
thinking also in work, because, failure to do this, will bring
about perturbations. The application and perfection of the
system may weaken the theoretical subjects in schools mak-
- ing it thus impossible to take full advantage of production
work. We must guard against the artificial combination of
work with theory. Production work will help our teachers, in
close collaboration. with pupils and students, to accumulate
a vast -experience which will strengthen their theoretical
notions; it will help them improve the methods of teaching.
To the pupils and students it will arouse their love for work,

it will demonstrate the real ties between theery and practice,’

it will stimulate their creative genius and initiative.

Sofar, the teachers have done almost no work in pro-
duction and even that litlle which they have done has not
been in their own line of specialization and has not been
carried out together with their pupils or students. This is a
serious deficiency which will be felt during the application
of our school reform. And we must not overlook nor under-
estimate this deficiency. A big turn should be effected in this
direction; our teachers should delve deep into this matter
for it is not something which concerns the pupils and students
alone but will help revolutionize the theoretical concepts of
the teachers and professors themselves, it will help revolu-
tionize their pedagogical and didactic principles changing
their method and style of work in order to improve the
quality of the lessons and the method of teaching them. The
teachers will become an obstacle if they think that every-
thing has changed for the pupils and students and nothing for
them, if they think they will continue to enter the elassrooms
with their old baggage and apply their old methods. The
teachers’ bookish life and their verbal methods can no longer
be adequate and may turn into obstacles if they do not get
in touch with real life, with technical and scientific deve-
lopment, if they fail to become active partners endowed with
creative initiative in the great revolution which is taking
place in our country and uprooting old-fashioned forms and
concepts and introducing progressive forms and concepts in
their stead.

Drawing up programs and eompiling new textbooks to
suit these programs as well as the new orientations on our
schools, studying the method and style of work by the pupils
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and students as well as by the teachers: and professors, are

matters of decisive importance. This vast work must keep

clear of routine, dogmatism, stereotypism. conformism - and’

subjective influences. :

It is true that these are mainly problems for specialists
. and, therefore, they must be subjected to a broad discussion
by them. Nevertheless, we should not refrain from submit-
ting them also to an all-round control and vezrification by the
masses and, especially, to the opinion of the pupis and sbu-
dents. They have a lot to say about all these matters from
their own experience. : '

I want, particularly, o emphasize that in addition to-the
special commissions who will look after these matters, whe-
ther in the Ministry of Education and Culture itself or connec-
ted with it, it is necessary that they should also be made
an object of important discussion by the teachers, professors,
pupils and students in scheols of all types and grades. Failure

to subject programs and textbooks to an organized and criti-.

- cal examination or considering them as well as the me-
thods of work as definititive, established once and for all time
or difficult to change with a view to completing or improv-
ing them, this is what constitutes the standpoint of the ser-
vilism, stereotypism and routine 1 just referred to.

The school is not a lifeless machine to turn out robots
but it is a high institution of revolutionary education, of re-

- yolutionary pedagogy and didactics. Programs must, of course,
be drawn up and carried out, but an adequate control must
also be worked out to see how they are being carried out so
that we may continually draw lessons and gain experience

from their strong and weak points. This persistent and unin-

terrupted supervisicn must not be unilateral, it must not con-
sist only of how the pupil and student applies them but also
of how they grasp and why they grasp them well or -poorly,
for in this lies the great objective of the school. Therefore,
the state and psychic formation of the pupil or student, not
in an amateur but in a scientific way must be one of the
particular concerns of the school.

The same thing must be said of textbooks as well. Even
after they have been compiled, they must be carefully scruti-
nized because it will always be necessary to bring them to
date, no matter if, for technical reasons, we may not be able
to reprint them over and over again. s

As regards the new ethics and psychology which we
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should implant into the conscience of our youth, in addition’
to other things, the question of recreation and games should
engage our attention more than heretofore. If we fail to view
this problem correctly and to solve it properly, in principle
we may speak a lot about our new pedagogy and psychology
but, in fact, we fail to realize that one of the factors that
exert an influence on the full formation of the character,
morals and physical development of our youth lies in games
and recreation which are considered healthy from all as-
pects. Games organized in and out of school are of as equal
importance as the classroom teaching, theory, production work
and physical and military training. The other aspects should
not make us neglect this one which may sometimes appear
as of tenth-hand importance to the school.

New factors enter into our schools, factors not separated
from the teaching of -theory and laboratory practice, there-
fore, I think we would be making a mistake regarding both
theory and practice if we failed to consider the whole struc-
ture as an indivisible whole. And this requires a revolutio-
nary qualitative change, further study and research work
to get thoroughly acquainted with the new revolutionary
Marxist-Leninist pedagogy, psychology and didactics which
- are entirely opposed to those of the bourgeoisie and revisio-
nists. This is called for by the rapid and complete construc-
tion of socialism, by this onrushing and incessant revolution
sparked off and led by our Party which finds its tangible
expression in the ardent love of the broad masses of the
people for our Party and our socialist Fatherland, for work
and learning, for the collectivist spirit, for the sentiment of
sincere comradeship among one another. It is manifested also
by their persistent fight against the «stains- of the past both
in society and in the people’s conscience, by their struggle
against religion and by their efforts to acquire a radical
atheistic education and establish the new norms of proleta-
rian living, in short, to appropriate the communist conecepls on

 the world:

I will not dwell long on the principles and conclusions
arrived at after one year or more of work guided by our
Party’s correct theses, nor on the results and orientations for
turther action which were so well brought forth in the Report
of the Political Bureau submitted by Comrade Mehmet Shehu,
nor even on the numerous and complete discussions that took
place at this session of the Central Committee. T only wish
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to emphasize here that, notwithstanding certain things which
seem  alike or subjects which are alike and notwithstanding
the fact that cur school means are still poor though under
constant improvement, the school system we are building
differs from the bourgecis and revisicnisl systems in princi-
ples, structure, scheme, ajms, organizaticnal forms of work
and teaching, style and methods, pedagogy, psychology and
didactics.

Our Party strives very hard tc make the world’s know-
ledge, this great patrimony of all mankind, the prized treasure
of our people, to make it a healthy nutriment for their well-
being. Our workers are absorbing this world knowledge with
great relish, steadily and in ever growing doses in spite of
the backward conditions we have inherited, for reasons
known to all, from the dark and deplorable past of our
people. But this critical stage has already been surmounted
eversince the liberation of cur country by cur Party and our
ceople.

QOur Party takes from the world’s accumulation of know-
ledge and science its most wholesome and progressive part.
It makes this selection under the prism of Marxist-Leninist
theory and with a view to serving the interests of our people,
the construction of cur socialist and communist society. Such
utilization and selection discards the rot, the unnecessary old
scraps, combating the idealistic interpretations of the laws
and phenomena both in theory and in their application, choos-.
ing the forms and methods much suited to the new situation
for their dialectic application and development.

Such utilization and selection oppose the dogmatism, ser-
vilism and fetishism of revisionist science and opens before
our pecple broad horizons for work and thinking, develop-
ing their creative initialive which, along lines of scientific
materialism, render their valuable creative and progressive
contribution of vanguard knowledge and science to their
socialist Fatherland Albania and to world science.

In our country, the acquisition of knowledge and science
begins & early as when the child first goes to school and
ends when he or she gets old and passes away leaving
nehind a valuable contribution to society which will go a long
way to achieving the great aim of a life of honor and dignity
for the people.

That is why the Party attaches such great importance
to the revolutionary type of schools which will train and
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turn oiit emancipators, patricts, revolutionaries and glorious
builders of a communist world.

The radical principled differences in theory and practics
of our schools with those of the bourgeocisie and revisionists
should form the object of our Party’s clarifying work because
in that way will the nature of our revolutionary schools be
thoroughly and firmly understocd, the reform we are decid-
ing upon will ke correctly and firmly carried out and the
bourgeois and revisionist theories and allegations about the
alleged superiority of their schools will be elfectively belied. -

We must guard our schools especially from the influence
of the schools of the Soviet revisionists who, for the purpose
of concealing the total degeneration of their schools into bour-
geois ones, resort in a demagogical way to pseudo-socialist for-
mulas and forms. We must fight the new concepts of peda-
-gogy worked out by the Soviet revisionists who, on one hand,
pretend that communism is being built in the USSR and,
on the other, give less importance to and have even abolished
production work in schools supposedly to give greater im-
portance to the «free time~ and aesthetic education of youth.
They justify all this by the so-called <«harmonious de-
velopment» attaching more atfention to the development of
the «inclinations», «talents» and «personality» especially of
those who «distinguish themselves in the field of theory and
sciences», fostering in this way «intellectualism» and «career-
ism» among their youth.

The system we are establishing does not aim at «lowering
the level of general iiiformation~- nor at stitching this know-
ledge as «episodes» or «simple illustrations of work in pro-
duction» as the Soviet revisionist theories pretend. The Soviet
revisionists interpret Lenin’s teaching that «neither culture
and education without production work nor production work

. without a parallel development of culture and education can
be raised to the level required by the present state of techni-
fque and scientific knowledge» as a simple social and economic
factor and not as an ideological, political and pedagogical
one at the same time. In the programs of our schools of the
new system: we combine, in a harmonious way and on the
basis of the material and psychical development of the life
of our youth, the lofty Marxist-Leninist substance of theore-
tical and scientific notions, politics and ideclogy, production
work, physical culture, military training and the necessary
leisure-time of our youth.
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Our system differs from the revisionist system in all its
fundamental lines for in the whole network of our schools we
combine classroom teaching with work, polytechnical edu-
cation with professional training and inculcate in the school
~ youth the love for work. At the same time, we lay solid theo-
retical and technical and manual foundations for further
and constantly raising the ability of the people for scientific
creativeness. To separate these elements from the school and,
in particular, to detach the school from practice, as the re-
visionists do by philosophizing, inspired, of coumse, by false
«Marxist-Leninist» theories on «genuine» pedagogy, then the
schools can in no way be considered as belonging to the re-
volutionary vanguard. While shaping the new-iype schools
we are building, we do not forget mor confound the notions
set forth by Lenin on polylechnical or monotechnical instruc-
tion. On the contrary, it is the revisionists who confound and
separate them in order to radically alter the Leninist character
of their schools claiming, in a demagogical way, that they
«coordinates or «merge them into one». According to their pe-
dagogy, the Soviet revisionists pretend that the syntactics and
system of general information, that is, of the basis of science.
differs altogether or to a considerable extent from the syntac-
fics and system of technical sciences. In building our new-
type schools, we cannot be guided by these principles. We
will be able, and herein lies the merit of our Party, to build
such a Marxist-Leninist system and such an adequate Mar-
xist-Leninist pedagogy and didactics that will enable us to
properly define these syntactics and methods in complete har-
mony with the development of the new technique and with
the revolutionary drive and growth of our youth under con-
ditions of socialist construction.

All the experience gained so far and that which will be
gained in the days to come must be taken up and worked
out by specialized institutions of the Ministry of Education
and Culture, an elaboration which should become a nutri-
ment replete with calories for our schools. We already have
thousands and, in the fubture we will have more, educational
cadres of high training and outstanding ability, not to mention
their great patriotism and attachment to the Party. These
are a great treasure for our schools. All of them are ready,
whether by day or by night, to place themselves at the abso-
lute disposal of our people, our Party and our youth. There-
fore, the Ministry of Education and Culture must raise the




. level of its work; its organization in many directions should

bte such as to properly respond to the vast and important
tasks the Party sets for it

We must admit, however, that the workers of the Ministry
of Education and Culture, ranging from the lowest rank to the

‘Minister himself, deserve major credit for the colossal work

that has been done in our schools. Colossal credit deserve in
this vital problem also our gifted teachers and professors
endowed with the spirit of the Party. Our whole Party and its
Central Committee thank and congratulate them most heartily
Our entire people will always love and esteem them with
gratitude for the good work they have done and will be doing
in the days to come,

In addition, we must congratulate, on this cccasion, also
the comrades of the Central Commission of the Party’s Cen-
tral Committee, headed by Comrade Mehmet Shehu, as well
the comrades of the sub-Commissions, of the working groups
and others for having successfully accompished with compe-
tence the tasks set for them by the Party. We believe that the
Central Commission of the Central Committee should conti-
nue to function for a still longer period.

In concluding, I want to express my belief that we have
taken correct decisions on this major problem, theretore, our
schools will successfully forge ahead along the road of fur-
ther revolutionization pointed out to them by the Party.

While bkeing fully at one with all the decisions of the
Political Bureau and the Central Committee, I wish to em-
phasize once again that major and continuous work lies shead
for us to properly perfect this system in all its component
parts.. The correct guidance by our Party, the revolutionary
drive of the masses, the great ability and patriotism of our
teachers, pupils and students and of our popular intelligentsia
as a whole, the invaluable aid of cur working class, our
peasants and all our labor'ing masses, the authority and orga-
i of them together —
are a major guarantee for complete suceess in the revolutio-
nization of our schools. '

With unshaken confidence in everything we have deci- -
ded, let us strive to successfully surmount all the diffieulties
which we may come up against; let the Party, the State, the
Labor Youth Union and other organizations of the State and
of the masses be totally mobilized for arduous political, idecs-

"logical and organizationa: work properly harmonized and
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supervised, for only thus will we be able to reap, in this -

Tield too, the success desired by our Party and our people.
Our Party is getting up a still brighter future for our people
and every Albanian woman and man. must consider it an
honor and a duty to contribute to the building of our revolu-
tionary school system in order to impart a further impetus
to the ideclogical and cultural revolution our Marxist-Leninist
Party is setting the course of.

3
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ON THE CONCLUSIONS OF THE PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON
THE FURTHER REVOLUTIONIZATION OF OUR SCHOOLS
{

Report of the Politicdl Bureaw of the Centrel Conumittes
of the Pdrty of Labor of Albania submitted by Member
of the Politionl Bureau of the Central Committee of the
Party of Labor of Albania dnd Chairman of the Central
Commission for Education at the Party Cemtral Commit-
tee Comrade Mehmet Shehu.

Comrades,

After more than a year of general public discussion,
conditions are now ripe and all possibilities exist to draw
certain basic conclusions on the further revolutionization of
our schools, to lay them before this meeting 'of the plenary
session of the Party Central Committee for final discussion
and to outline our tasks for the future in this field.

All the public discussions on the problems of education
have been conducted on the basis of the platform advanced
by Comrade Enver Hoxha in his March 7 speech last yvear
«On the Further Revolutionization of Our Schools». This
historic speech, as well as the ideas set forth by Cemrade
Enver Hoxha in his speech at the 17th Regional Party Con-
ference in Tirana, are a Marxist-Leninist summing up of the
educational policy of our Party for the past, present and fu-
ture, constituting a creative development of the ideas of
Marxism-Leninism on education conformable to the specific
historic conditions of our country and our new schools.

In the discussions of this major intricate problem our
Party applied consistently the line of the masses, solicited the
judgment of the people and abided strictly by it. These public
discussions were characterized by an unprecedented breadth
and massivity. Hundreds of thousands of people — teachers

25




parents and persons of all walks of life — took part in the
discussions conducted in all schools, state enterprises and ins-
titutions and agricultural cooperatives, at all Party and mass
organizations, at every city quarter and at every village. In
addition to broad public discussions in the press, there were
held over 21,000 meetings and forums throughout the country,
in districts and at the center, which were attended by about
600,000 persons, that is, more than half of the population of
grown-ups of the country, and about 160,000 of them took
the floor. This confirmed once again that in our country the
problem of education is a major concern of cur Party, Go-
vernment, people and of our society as a whole.

This discussion is a living example of genuine socialist
democracy at work which develops and thrives under con-
ditions of the dictatorship of the proletariat and which has
created unbounded opportunities for listening to, accumulat-
ing, analyzing and synthetizing the collective thought of the
broades masses of the working people.

The public discussion on education was characterized by
the unanimous approval of the Party line and Comrade Enver
Hoxha’s theses on the further revolutionization of our
schools, as a vivid expression of the monolithic political and
ideological unity of our people around our Party.

On the basis of the unanimous approval of the Party line,
the public discussion on the further revolulionization of our
schools was characterized also by a lively censtructive pole-
mic which stimulated the creative thought of all the workers,
especially of the teachers and students, of professors and un-
dergraduates; it became an active confrontation of opinions
associated also with conflicts of concepts and points of view;
the ocutdated reactionary, bourgeois and revisionist concepts
were subjected fo criticism and new Marxist-Leninist con~
cepts an education are being asserted. -

This turned public discussion to a major ideologic plat-
form of mass education, to a real school for the revolutionary
class education of the masses, particularly, of our school
teachers and professors. The opinicns of the participants
themselves underwent important changes during these discus-
sions; in general, our own concepts on education and schools
were revolutionized. '
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revolution deepens and forges ahead through the class sﬁruggle ‘

. with the active participation of the broad masses of the

people, that the consistent: implementation of the line of the

- masses is especially essential and decisive in the ideological

class struggle; that the masses are not only the objeci but
also the subject of the ideological and cultural revolution.

.Hand in hand with all this, the public discussions were
a major stimulation for an all-round improvement of schoo)
work, for deepening the revolutionary mass actions and initia-
tives in the field of instruction and education, for undertak-
ing further new mass actions and initiatives in this field.

During the discussions. a critical analysis was made of the
course of development of our schools. From this analysis it
became clear that following liberation, our schools in gemeral
have developed along revolutionary and socialist lines. There-
fore, their further revolutionization is the centinuation and
intensification of the struggle the Party has waged to imple-
ment the tasks of socialist revolution in the field of education,
relying on this course and on the remarkable patiriotic, de-
mocratic and revolutionary traditions of our people in this do-
main.

No matter how magnificent the successes we have recor-
ded in the development of education, no matter how hard
the tasks that lie ahead for us in further revolutionizing our
schools may be, we do not forget for cne moment that the
corner stone of our national education has been laid in hersic
battle and has been sprinkled with the blocd of our people,
of their heroic sons and daughters, ranging from the humblest
shepherd who, during Ottoman domination, used to study the
first Albanian primer in secret, the school teachars who were
martyrized for this sacred cause, to the prominent Albanian
patriots, thinkers, writers and freedom fighters wha combined
and integrated their struggle for national culture, for the
Albanian alphabet, for Albanian books, for the Albanian school,
for the Albanian mothertongue, with their armed struggle
against the foreign invaders. It was in this heroic battle that
our outstanding patriotic and laical, democratic and revolutio- _
nary traditions have been created in the field of education and
schooling, traditions we have proudly cultivated and promoted.

Zog’s feudal-bourgecis obscurantist regime trampled these
traditions underfoot. It consistently pursued the course of
smothering education, of keeping the people ignorant and
illiterate se much so that a motion was introduced in Zog's par-
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liament to check the spread of education for fear of a «super-
production~ of intellectuals! Under such conditions, it was
impossible to speak of a more or less coherent educational sys-
tem and of schools organized on sound scientific and peda-
gogic criteria. The official spirit and substance of the schools
were throughly anti-democratic and reactionary, in the full
service of the ruling classes of the couniry paving the way
also to the [ascistization of our schools. But the patriotic
and democratic traditions were kept alive by the progressi-
ve school teachers and, partieularly, by the school youth. That
is why it came about that during the National-liberation War,
our schools were turned, right at the start, into fiery centers

of resistance, into hotbeds of the liberation and revolutionary '

movemenidt.

After liberation, our people’s education has effected a
real revolution in breadth and depth under the leadership
of the Party and in pursuance of its correct line of action.
This revolution has been a living dialectic process characte-
rized by constant progress through surmounting difficulties
of growth and contradictions and sidetracking wvarious short-
comings which have been unavoidable wayfarers of this de-
velopment. Tn this continuous process ol warfare, shortco-
mings and mistakes have never been the main characteristic
of our schools. :

Wiping out illiteracy, exiending primary schools to the
remotest corners of the country, the nearly complete enfor-
cement of compulsory 8th grade education, the rapid extension
of secondary education, the extension of part-time adult edu-
cation, the organization, for the first time, of higher education
and particularly, the establishment of the Tirana State Uni-
versity — these are the main moments of the rapid deve-
lopment in breadth of our education. As a result of this deve-
lopment, over half a million persons or over one-fourth of the
whole population of the country sit now at school benches,
whereas schools have turned out so far about 24.000 cadres
of medium and 12,500 cadres of higher training.

At the same time, our schools changed their character
entirely and turned into socialist schools in content as well, as
a consequence of the 1946 school reform, of their radical
democratization, of the establishment of a new socialist edu-
cational system, of building the substance and method of
teaching and educational work on the basis of socialist ideo-
logy and pedagogy, on the efforts to link teaching with pro-
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duction work. In general, the substance and method of our
schools are revolutionary and serve as a good vantage ground
for their further revclutionization.

All these transformations are a major historical achieve-
ment of our Party and People’s Power, of the correct Marxist-
Leninist line of cur Party in the field of education and cul-
ture, of the educational and cultural uplift of our people, of
the training of our new intelligentsia, of the communist edu-
cation of our younger generation; lthey are a major historical
achievement in the development of our ideological and cultural
revolution. ;

But, in spite of successes achieved and their general re-
volutionary transformation, cur schools are still up against
serious shorteecmings and, as part of the superstructure, do not
keep fully in step with our present economic and social structu-
re. If these shortcomings are not fought firmly and ie the end,
a discrepancy of this kind may grow worse and this would -
have grave and dangerous conseguences for the fate of so-
cialilsm in cur country.

As to development: in breadth, the still narrow frame
of the existing school system, especially in the sphere of
secondary and high schools, hinders the massive schooling
of the working class and cooperative peasantry and, conse-
gquently, limits the exercise of the role of leadership of the
working class and its control, in general, and in the field of
education and culture, in partioular. A  perceptible handicap
in this direction is the still limited network of lower and
secondary vocational schools for our school youth and, on a
higher scale, for workers and peasants. Our higher schools, in
particular, provide no broad opportunities for our working
class and cooperative peasantry to acquire higher learning.

In general, the existing school system does not help to the
necessary extent in narrowing down the differences between
the town and the countryside in the sphere of education and
culture. Secondary education is almost entirely centered in
towns and peasant children have still a low attendance in
secondary and higher schools. ‘

As regards subject matter, in our schools which train ca-
dres that have no direct connection with production, espe-
cially in secondary schools of general education and in those
of arts and culture, there is still room for cultivating petty
bourgeois intellectualism, the feeling of learning for a career,
for fostering bureaucratism.
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“ - "Mhe ideological content of our ‘schools has still-serious de-

fects. The teaching of Marxism-Leninism, especially in 8th
grade and secondary schools, is still insufficient and, in general,

is not developed at the necessary level. In the subjects of

seience and technology, the Marxist-Leninist ideological axis
is not always realized in a consistent way and there is room
for the influence of bourgeois ideology. The link between
teaching and education and revolutionary activity, the parti-
cipation of students and undergraduates in the active life
of the country are still not at the necessary height.

The existing school system is not properly linked with
production. Our schools have not yet linked theory with prac-
tice, classroom teaching with manual work and does not
help narrow down the differences between mental and manual
work as it should. Thus, it is not yet linked organically with
the working class and cooperative peasantry so that the stu-
dents and undergraduates, the teachers and professors may
not only learn and teach but also work and live together with
workers and peasants, as Lenin teaches us.

. Our schools do not yet take active part organically in
training our youth for the defense of our Fatherland, since
the organic link of teaching, particularly, of physical culture
and military drilling is lacking. '

In schools there still exists a perceptible weakness as
far as the method of teaching and educating is concerned.

- The vestiges of bureaucratic methods and forms of directing
education and schools have not yet been done away with and
the line of the masses and socialist democracy have not yet
been applied 'in extenso’.

All these weaknesses and shortcomings of our schools
are difficulties of growth conditioned by objective and sub-

jective factors. In the first place, they are an indicatien of

the discrepancy existing between the quality of education
and schools and the major and rapid guantitative develop-
ment at an extremely speedy and unprecedented rate which
our schools have undergone. But, at the same time, they in-
dicate that the infuence of bourgeois and revisionist ideology,
in general, and the infuence of bourgeois and revisionist pe-
dagogy and schiools, in particular, have not yet been done
away with; they indicate that a long and systematic battle
should be fought to uproot this influence. By overcoming these
difficulties of growth and the alien infuence of bourgeois and
revisionist ideology., our educational front which, in general,
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s a united front permeated with our -Party’s ideology and
militating for the triumph of socialism and Marxism-Leni-

-nism, will play this role even better.

This basic conclusion emerges from the analysis of the
course our scthools have been through: Our Party has-always
pursued a correct educational policy. The process of esta-
blishing and developing cur secialist school sysiem has been

and continues to bhe a revolutionary one, always on the rise,

and we have scored major suceesses in this field; our schools
are well ¢n the way te serving the cause of revolution and
socialism. Nevertheless, our schools have serious shortcomings
and, at their present state, do not respond in full to all the
tasks confrenting them in completing the socialist construc-
tion of society at the ‘present stage and at those of the days
to come. Therefore, the categorical need arises for a further
and deeper qualitative leap in developing our scheols, in
further revolutionizing them all around. ‘

e T o

ESTABLISH A SCHOOL SYSTEM WHICH WILL RESPOND
- IN FULL TO THE TASKS TO COMPLETE THE CONSTRUC-
TION OF SOCIALIST SOCIETY

As a broad and intricate political, ideclogical, social, pe-
dagogical, economic and organizational problem, the further
revolutionization of our school system is one of the greatesti
actions within the complex measures our Party has taken and
is taking to complete the building of socialist society, to fur-
ther deepen the socialist revolution all around, to revolutio-
nize the life of the country in all fields, particularly, in:

carrying the socialist revolution ahead without interruption

in the field of ideology and culture.

We are well aware that this is a difficult job reguiring
major efforts. This is conditioned by a range of factors. In
the first place, there is a lack of a positive experience of the
struggle to fully consolidate socialist schools, to carry the
socialist revolution through to the end in the field of education.
On the other hand. the modern revisionists. especially the.
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Soviet revisionists, have curtailed and distorted in a bour-
geois spirit the teachings of Marxism-Leninism on schools,
they have «grafted-, sc to say, the socialist schools with the .
theory and practice of bourgeois schools, causing great con-
fusion and damage. And, finally, because of the peculiarities
of our country, the specific bhistorical conditions of the develop-
ment of revolution and socialism, of the heretofore develap-
ment of our schools in parlicular, the further development
of our schools cannot fail to bhave originality and certain
specific features of its own, a thing which requires a creative
attitude towards this matter. '

Under these conditions and taking advantage of the
heretofore national and international, positive and negative
experience, our Party is faced with the historical task of
raising aloft the banner of further revolutionizing our schools,
forgeing courageously ahead along still untrodden paths, to
open new paths, to accumulate and elaborate new revolu-
tionary experience, to substantiate, enrich and further develop
the genuine revolutionary thought of Marxism-Leninism in
this field.

We have full confidence that our Party, as always, will
successfully accomplish this historical task not only of national
importance to the future of sccialism and complete socialist
construction of Albania but also of international importance
to the socialist theory and praclice in the field of education.
In solving this great and delicate problem we take our cue
from the ideas of the classics of Marxism-Leninism on edu-
cation and our trail is blazed by the correct line of our Party
and the teachings of Comrade Enver Hoxha on the further
revolutionization of our schools, we rely on the valuable ex-
perience of our own schools.

In order to lay down the tasks for the further revolu-
tionization of our schools, it is nhecessary, first of all, to
specify what conditions are needed for a further revolutioni-
zation of our schools, to state clearly our objectives in this
field and the basic features which must characterize our new
schools, to map out, at the same time, the course we should
follow to carry out the further revolutionization of our schools.

Firstly, the historical need for the further revolutioniza-
tion of our schools is conditioned by the fact that our schools
in their present state, because of the shortcomings and gaps
which we just analysed, do not fully respond to the tasks
lying before them, now and in the days to come, in the strug-
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'glle to éomplet'e socialist  construction. As an intéé-ral part of

the superstructure, they do not keep pace as they should and
to the extent they should with the economic and social struc- -

ture of our country. The further revolutionization of our
schools is essential precisely for solving this discrepancy so
that our schools, as Comrade Enver Hoxha has put it: «may
respond to the needs of the development of production, that
they may fit in and respond to the structure and supersiruc-
ture of our socialist countrys.1)

Secondly, this necessity stems from the requirement that
,our schools, as a very important element of socialist supers-
tructure that they are, may not only hamper but play an
active and pewerful role, at present and in the days to come,
in completing the construction of socialist society in our coun-
try and advancing it further towards communism, in keeping
in step with the advanced line of our revolutionary develop-
ment, in serving as a major revolutionizing factor in every
phase of life. :

Thirdly, the further revolutionization of our schools is
a first rate factor of and an essential condition to carry the
further revolutionization of the whole life, especially, the
ideological and cultural revolution of the country, through
to the end. Marxism-Leninism teaches us that the triumph
of socialist revolution i the political and economic field is
not ensured and guaranteed so long as the complete sacialist
revolution is not attained in the field of ideology and culture.
Consequently, without the further revolutionization of our
schools, socialist revolution can not be carried through to the
end, the rcad can not be blocked to the danger of the emer-
gence of revisionism, to the danger of bourgeois degeneration
and the restoration of capitalism in our country. Our Party
considers the further and constant revolutionization of our
schools as an inseparable and very important integral part of
the general class struggle to bring about the complete and
final victory of the socialist over the capitalist way of deve-
lopmient.

Comrade Enver Hoxha calls on us to view the further
revolutionization of our schools in close connection and in
conformity with the actual and future stages of development
of our country. In general, each stage is related to the degree

1) ENVER HOXHA, «On the Further ‘Revolutionization of Our
Schools» Tirana, 1968, p. 15.
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of development of the socialist revolution in our country, to
its achieverments, to the prospect of its further development,
to carrying it through to the end. .
The general and most important characteristic of the
present stage of development of our country is the transition
from the stage of building the economic basis of socialism to
that of completing the building of socialist society. At this
stage, although the exploiting classes within the couniry hawve
been done away with and there exist only their leftovers as
well as several anti-socialist elements, there continues to be
waged a bitter class struggle in all fields, belween us and
our enemies on the ideological front, within ihe ranks of our
- people between two opposing ways — the socialist and capital-
ist ways,—; there continues to exisl and will continue to exist
the danger of turning back to capitalism. This is the internal
reason why the triumph of the socialist over the capiialist way
in our country can not yet be considered compleic and final
At the same time, there exist and there will continue to
exist for yet a long time the danger from abroad so long as
socialism and communism have not triumphed ultimately
throughout the world. Moreover, we can not lose sight for
a single momenl of the fact that we are buiding full socialist
society under conditions of a two-fold geographical and sira-
tegic encirclement of our country by imperialist and revisic-

modern revisionism which is no longer a mere anti-Marxist
ideologic trend but poses in the internaticnal arena also as a
regressive and counterrevolutionary forece which has usurped
state power in the Soviet Union and in a number of other
States, turning these countries from socialism to capitalism.
At the stage of building complete socialist society, we
are faced with majer tasks of historic importance of which
the prinecipal ones are: ta hold high the banner of the class
struggle and of the dictatorship of the proletariat, to carry the
ideological struggle through lo the end against bourgeois and
revisionist ideology, Lo bring up the new man endowed with
a Marxist-Leninist world outlook to fully overcome the eco-
nomic backwardness inherited from the past, to complete the
building of the material and technieal basis of socialism and
to take a further qualitative leap ahead in raising the standard
of living .and the cultural and educational level of all the
people; to further improve and revolutionize socialist rela-
tions in production and the socialist superstructure as a
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-~ whole; to gradually narrow down the essential differences
between the working class and the peasantry, between them
and the people’s intelligentsia, between mental and manual
work, between the town and the countryside, between indus-

try and agriculture; to secure the defense of the achievements
~ of socialism from any internal or external danger.

In line with all these, the general characteristic of the
stage of building complete socialist society in our country is
the struggle to further deepen and carry the socialist revolu-
tion through to the end in order to bring about the complete .
vietory of socialism in all the spheres of our life.

Under these conditions, we stand in need of consistent
revolutionary schools, both in content and in structure, so
that they may play a major active role in order to bring about
our complete and final victory in all fields, especially on the
four principal fronts of our struggle, namely, on the ideolo-
gical, economic and cultural, political and social and defense
frents. .

Firstly, our new schools should play a very active role
on the ideological battlefront in order to attain the great objec-
tive of our Party which, as Comrade Enver Hoxha emphasi-
zes, « .. is that, while building secialism, they should form
and forge the new communist man of sound Marxist-Leninist
political and theoretical world outlook, of Marxist-Leninist
label, keen appreciation and taste, of a Marxist-Leninist re-
volutionary, hustling, daring, creative and realistic spirit»1).

Our Party has always considered the formarion and for-
geing of the new man of communist and revolutionary fea-
tures, one of the most important and most vital problems on
the solution of which depends the success at each front of the
struggle for socialism and communism, for it is the people
who make revolution, who, through their acts, promote pro-
duction and advance the whole social life of the country,
who determine in practice the destiny of the major class strug-
gle which is being waged today between the two ways —
the socialist and capitalist ways. :

The historic task of our new schopls in this domain is
to render a decisive contribution to training and educating
the new man of all-round communist formation, that is, knea- .
ded into the features of proletarian Marxist-Leninist world
outlook, of deep and ideal communist convictions, of norms

1) ENVER HOXHA, ibid, pp. 52 & 53.
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~ and principles of communist ethios, prepared to devote all
Lis physical mental and spiritual efforts and energies to the

great cause of Marxism-Leninigm, of revolution and sccialism,
to subject personal to public interests, endowed with revolu-
tionary, daring and unflinching spirit, principled and irrecen-
cilable with enemies and with every thing aliea and bharmful
to our cause; popular among the masses, integrated with the
working people and kneaded into the features of proletarian

- aznd working men’s qualities; armed with the necessary seien-

tific and cultural knowiedge to be a capable builder of socia-
lism and a skilful specialist in the specialization he acquires,

well {rained physically and militarily to delend the Fatherland ‘

and socialism; of sound Marxist-Leninist aesthetic education
and tastes.

The role of cur schools is especially great and decmw-, in
endowing cur ycunger generation with the revolutionary
ideals of our Party, so that the hercic youth ef our country
may deserve to take the torch af revelution into their own
hands, to hoist it aloft and to pass it on always and with
certainty, so that they may grew into a youth, politicaily

- enlightened, ideclogically kneaded, morally unstained who will

always think, werk and live like revoluticaaries.

To our new schools belongs also the primary role of trai-
ning and educaiing a new, genuinely revoluticnary and socia-
list intelligentsia, leyal to the end to the cause ef cur Party,
closely bound to the working pecple, to the workers and pea-
sants, ready to integrate themselves with them in their joint
struggle and work, to always place all their efforts at the
service of the people, of the country and zocialism, rejeeting
every manifestation of the influence of bourgecis and revi-
sicnist ideology, every manifestation of narrow egotism, of
careerism, of thirst for glory and haughtiness, of sickly .in-
tellectualism and technocratism, of disregard for the masses
and contempt for production work, ete.

Cur new schools will thus be one of the prm(:lpal and
most powerful weapens in the hands of our Party and the
working class in the domain of spiritual life where the battle
to” attain complete and decisive victory of socialism over ca-

-pitalism is especially bitter, more protracted, more difficult

and mare complicated. They will play a decisive role in check-
ing the spread of bourgeois and revisionist ideoclogy, in
Tighting and uprooting manifestations of this ideclogy, in
blocking the way to the spreading of its influence in the days
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‘to come, in preventing the beourgeois and revisionist wenom
from contaminating the conscience of our working people,
particularly, of our youth and our intellectuals. This battle
is not a purpose in itself, it does not have a character of defense.
It is an offensive on our part to implant active socialist con-
scicusness among our working people, to further consolidate
socialist idealogy to bring about its complete and final triumph
over the bourgeois and revisionist ideology of every color and
shade. The aim of this active battle is to prevent socialist
Albania frem ever changing its red, revolutionary coler, to
perpetuate the triumph of the Marxist-Leninist line of our
Party so that our Fatherland may march ahead along the
path of socialism and cecmmunism te the complete and final
victory of our cause on a national and international level.

Secondly, our new schools should play a major active role
on the battlefront of the economic and cultural construction
of our country, so that, as Comrade Enver Hoxha teaches us.
learning and education at schcol may serve «as a powertul
weapon in the hands of the new men of socialist sociely, to
build this ssciety te promote jeint socialist produciion, to de-
velop socialist culture, (o serve society»1).

This problem should be viewed from the angle of both
the present stage of development of our country and from
that of keeping in mind the prospects of further development
towards communist society.

From the point of view of the development of productive
forees cur country is still at the period of transformaion inte
an industrial-agrarian cne. Notwithstanding the colossal pro-
gress we have made, the level of our preductive forces and
their technological and scientific basis is still relatively low.
Under these conditions, our Party and Comrade Enver Hoxha
have laid down the historic task of building, in full and at
a more rapid rate, the material and technical basis of socialism,
of developing, intensively and in an all-round way, the pro-
ductive forces of the country and of further deepening wi-
thout a break our technelogical and scientific revelution.

Our national economy, both cur indusiry and agriculture,
have already surpassed the phase of purely extensive develop-

ment and are embarking more and more on the rocad to ex- "

tensive development. Technological prceesses are continually
being introduced and the technical equipments of production

1) ENVER HOXHA, ibid, pp. 17 & 18.
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are rising and will continue to be rising to a truly modern
level. Mechanization of preduction is spreading to all fields
paving the way to complete and complex mechanization.
Automatized processes of production will also keep pace with
" 'it. Chemicalization of production is also on the order of

the day. Production is being steadily turned into a broad

field of the direct application of modern science.

Within the framework of this present and future deve-
lopment, it is incumbent upon our schools to train workers
and cadres, adequate in number, qualified and proficient in all
fhe branches of our socialist economy and culture, capable
of bearing on their shoulders this major burden of historic
significance. It is up to them also to keep raising the general
educational and cultural, technological and vocational as well
as scientific level of the broad masses of town and rural
workers, a task which Stalin considered as one of the most
decisive factors of the rapid development of socialist economy.
«What would happen» he wrote, «if, not separate groups but
the majority of workers, raised their cultural and technolo-
gical level to that of the engineering and technical personnel.
Our industry would rise to a height unreachable by the indus-

" try of other couniries»1).
Thirdly, an impaortant active role devolves upon our new

schools in the political and social sphere, especially, along

these principal lines: .
a) in continuously raising the theoretical and educational,
cultural and scientific level of the laboring masses, especially
of our working elass, so that our working class may always
become more prepared and more capable of playing its role of
leadership to the full in our socialist society and of exercising
effective, decisive and undivided worker control. From this
point of view, our schools will render a major contribution to
the further consolidation of the dictatorship of the proletariat
and to the complete and final victory of socialism in our
country,

b) in gradually narrowing down and, eventually, elimina-
ting the essential differences between mental and physical
work so that, as F. Engels says, this old division of labor may
vield its place to an organization of production in which each
takes active part in production work essential to hurman

1) J. V. STALIN, Economic Problems of Socialism in the USSR,
Albanian edition, 1968, page 34
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existence, in which produection work may become a means to

»free men by giving each an opportunity to develop and ma-

nifest at work all his capabilities, both physical and mental,
in all directions. The ways leading to the attainment of this.
objective are three: the rapid development of the productive
forces, raising technique to an ever higher level especially by
applying automatization of production on a broader scale; the
constant raising of the cultural and technological level of
all the workers to that of the engineers, technicians and ‘mana-
gers; the broad effective, regular and organized participation
in manual work by the men engaged in mental work.

We are well aware that the essential differences between
mental and physical work will totally disappear only when
communist society has been built. But it is also beyond ques-
tion that our society should take effective measures even now
to gradually narrow down these differences and schoals are
a powerful lever in this direction for, while serving to con-
tinually raise the cultural and educational level of the broad .
masses of town and rural workers, they should also render

‘their contribution to linking and educating the school youth,

the intelligentsia of the future, with physical work, to integra-
ting them with workers and peasants, as early as at their

.schooling period. The negative experience of the emergence of

revisionism in the Soviet Union and a certain number of
other ccuntries which used to be socialist countries, shows in
all clarity that neglecting this latter task brings with it very
danger~vs consequences for the cause of socialism;

¢} in the gradual narrowing down and eventual elimination
of the essential differences between the urban and rural
centers, between industry and agriculture, the working class
and the peasantry for, as F. Engels has pointed out, education
and schooling in particular, will give an opportunity to the
younger generation to acquire practical skill in the whole
system of production and pass frcm one branch of production
to another, from industrial to agricultural jcbs of production
and vice-versa, as the needs of society. and the inclination of
each -may require, instead of leaving this to two different
classes — the working class and the peasantry, to two categories
of workers — those of the town and cof the countryside. This
has to do with the rise of the general scientific and polytech-
nical level of the content of the teaching and educational
work as well as with putting a speedy end to the great dis-
proportion that exists today among us between the country-
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side and town with respect to the distribution of the network
of schools, especially, of secondary schools.

Fourthly and finally, our new schools should play an im-
portant role in securing and protecting our Fatherland and
socialism from the menace of internal enemies as well as from
the danger of foreign imperialist and revisionist aggression.
We must always be on the alert and ceaselessly strengthen
the defensive potential of our country. It is not permissible
for us and we should, in no way, let our rifle rust, either
today or in many generations to come, Comrade Enver Hoxha
advises us. It is indispensable for all our people to work and
be on guard holding «the pick in cne hand and the rifle m
the other». But it is the younger generation who will breast
the main defense of our socialist Fatherland from any danger
that may threaten it. The task of our new schools in this
field is, on one hand, to educate our youth in the spirit of
patriotism and readiness to make all sacrifices, to lay down.
even their lives, if need arises, in order to defend our Fa-
therland and socialism and, on the other, to impart to youth,
while still at school, a serious physical and military training,
to turn every young man and young woman into a highly
trained soldier. :

: What should characterize our new schools so that they -
may properly respond to these tasks? What physicnomy, what
main distinctive features should they have?

1. — Our new schools should be characterized, first and
above all, by their giving absolute priority in all their work
to the Marxist-Leninist ideological axis, the teaching of Mar-
xism-Leninism, the all-round Marxist-Leninist ideclogical and
political formation and education of the youth and workers
who attend school, arming them with Marxist-Leninist theory,
with the philosophy of dialectic and historical materialism
and with the ideclogy and policy of our Party. Comrade
Bnver Hoxha says that our scheols «should represent and
substantiate our Marxist philosophy in all their cycle, in all
their forms of organization, method and styles...»1); and
that, despite the changes they will certainly undergo from
one stage to another, ih form, structure and content, «there
is one thing which will never change, namely, the backbone
which will lead them in every direction and in their transfor-

1} ENVER HOXHA, «For the Further Revolutionization of our

Schools», Tirana, 1968, page 15.
i
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mation — the Marxist-Leninist materialist philosoply.»1)

It is precisely the strengthening of this Marxist-Leninist
ideological axis, which means the strengthening of the prole-
tarian class spirit and tendentiousness in the school, that cons-
titutes the basic and most important aspect of carrying out
Party’s policy of further revolutionizing cur schools, the basic
feature of the new rcad our schools are beating under the
present conditions of the decay of capitalist schools and the

. degeneration of the Sovist schoocl constituting the main dirzc-

tion along which the complete and final triumph of the so-
cialist over the capitalist road in the field of education is
attained. .

What we aim at is that our schools should nol turn out
simply graduates with a certain degree of general culture or
simply specialists of the various branches of knowledge, but
that they should turn out, first and above all, genuine pro-
letarian revolutionaries, loyal to the end to the cause of Mar-
xism-Leninism and socialism. We should keep well in mind

that imparting education and culture alone and undervaluing

sound revolutionary ideclogical and political tempering fosters
among people the tendency to self-conceit and superiority, to
keeping aloof from the masses, to sickly intellectualism and

technoeratism, creating a favorable vantage ground for revi-

sionist, petty bourgeois and bourgeois degeneration, as the
negative experience of the Soviet Union and of certain other
countries demonstrates.

The Marxist-Leninist ideological axis should run like
a red thread through all the life of our schoals, through all
their forms, links and means of their work, through all our
school system, its programs and texts, its metheds of teaching
and education, its organization, internal life and management
of our schools.

2, — At the basis of all their teaching ‘and eduecational
work our schools should have the triangle teaching-producti-
ve werk and physieal and military training at the center
of which lies a single axis — the Marxist-Leninist ideolagical
axis of our Party.

Linking teaching with production work and physical and
military training should be considered, first and foremost, as
a matter of world outlock of a deeply ideological and politi-
cal character. It is only on this basis that our new man will
be #ble to learn, work and protect cur Fatherland and. at th»

1) ENVER HOXHA, ibid, page 23.
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same time, to acquire well  these essential quali-tiés and ¥
place them fully into the service of our struggle for

-completing the construction of socialist. society. Only
thus will he not be lacking and limping ot any

of the principal {fronts of our struggle, will he not

© recoil befere any difficulties, will- he not be swept away by any

storm or hurricane but will hold the banner of socialism and ‘

communism always aloft. The union and fusion of these three

fundamental components into the work of all our schools are

the most correct and most revolutionary expression,of the
substance of the communist development and all-round edu-
cation of cur new man. .

This complies thoroughly with Marx’s familiar instructiens
who has writben: 3

«By education we understand three things:

First: mental education,

Second: physical education, such as is given in schools
of physical culture and in military drilling.

, Third: technical education which aecquaints men with the
rudiments of all the processes of production and, at the same
time, imparts to children and adolescents the habits of using
the simplest tools of all productions»!).

But, while referring to Marx and mentioning his concepts
about education as a combination of mental education, techni-
cal education and physical and military training, one often
«forgets» linking teaching with werk. And even when speaking
. of education for work, as a rule, it is treated as an aspect of
moral education. Thus, «by conforming» to Marx one actually
and in essence.distorts Marx. Before working cut his gene-
‘val concept un education, Marx stressed that child labor should
in no way be allowed if it is not eombined with education
and finally arrived at the conclusion that the - combination of
preduction work, of mental education, of physical training and
of polytechnical education will raise the working class to a
much higher level than that of the aristocracy and the bour-
geoisie.

The organic combination of teaching with production, of
theory with practice in our schools is of major principled and
practical importance. In spite of the achievements we have
attained so far in this field, we should take a deep qualitati-

1) MARX and F. ENGELS, Works, Russian Edition, 1860, Vol. 186,
page 193.
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ve leap achead in order to eliminate the discrepancy which
still exists between. them in the work of our schools. Speak-
ing in connection with this matter, Lenin has said: «... One
of the major evils and misfortunes that have come down to
us from the old capitalist society is the ‘complete detachment
of books from practical life... Without work, witheut struggle
the scholastic knowledge of communism from communist
pamphlets and books is of no use for it would keep open the
old gap between theory and practice, that old gap which cons-
, tituted the most despicable feature of the old bourgeois so-
cietyl), Lenin stressed, ‘at the same time, that the ideal of fu-
: _ture society can not be imagined without combining the
teaching and the production work of the younger generation
_for, without this union, neither education nor production work
can be at the height which the development of modern techni-
gue and scientific knowledge requires.
A close link-up of teaching with production work, of
; theory with practice is essential also as a powerful means of
; education and revolutionary ideologic and mcral tempering in
order to uproot any concept and manifestation of aristocra-
tism, intellectualism and careerism. of contempt for preduction
work and working people. ‘

Physical and military training assumes a specially preat
importance under the specific conditions of the hostile geo-
graphic and strategic imperialist and revisionist encirclament of
our country. Only when the danger from abrcad has totallly
disappeared, when the ultimate triumph of socialism is gua-
ranteed the world over, then will military training be no
longer of any use. But even then the all-round physical
: training of the younger generation will remain an essential and
! perpetual component of the communist. schools, since the
¥ classics of Marxism-Leninism have considered i{ as a primary
¥ condition for the all-round development of man, for the de-
i velopment of all his bodily and mental capacities in the servi-
‘ oe of production and society, a scuree of joy and optimism
in life.

The  realization of the three components of our new
schools — teaching — production work — physical and military
training — constitutes one of the principal ways to link our
schools closely with our whole social and politieal life, to
create favorable conditions for the active participation of our
school youth in the whole gamma of mass revolutionary mo-

1 V. I. LENIN. Works, 1957, Albanian edition, vol 31, p. 316.
. > ’
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vements which have burst forth and keep coming to life every
day throughout our country, it is, in fact, the concrete appli-
cation to the work of educating school youth of the militant
motto to think, work and live like revolutionaries.

3. — OQur new schools should impart to men a general,

sound, educational, cultural, scientific and pelytechnical for-
mation. As Lenin teaches us, he or she who has only read
some communist pamphlets or books cannot be called a ma-
tured communist. The communist formation of man is based
on a broad cultural development, on the critical and revolu-
tionary acquirement of the essence of human knowledge
" aceumulated and worked out all along the centuries and reflec-
ted by the principal bases of the sciences.

Therefore, without in any way undervaluing practice and
the absolute necessity of linking theory with practice, most of
the time in school should be devoted to the teaching of theory,
of science, and te fighting against and uprcoting the tendencies
to be content with little, the tendency lowards early and

narrow practicism and professionalism, towards undervaluing
theory which are manifestations of alien ideological influences,
of beurgeois pragmatism. The vulgar tendencies of abstract
and empty politicalization as well as the conservatory attitude
towards the results of science and medern technique, towards
the need of continuously reflecting them in the-work of cur
schools should also be fought against as harmful.

In order to keep pace with the present and future stages
of development of our country, our schools should proceed
along the road of further, gradual and continuous polytechni-
zation, keeping always in mind Lenin’s legacy on the poly-
{echnization of schools when he continually instructed:
«Make our schools technical schools!~ ‘

The gradual polytechnization of our schools serves the
purpose of further developing and deepening our technologi-
cal and scientific revolution and the complete construction of
the material and technical basis of socialism in cur couniry.
It represents, at the same time, cne of the ways to bring closer
together the men of mental and physical work, the cultural
and educational with the technological and scientific level as
well as to raise the all-round capability for work of our youth
and of the population of the town and countryside as a whole.

4, — Further and constant massiveness should be one of
the mast important distinctive peculiarities of our new
schools, «We aim» Comrade Enver Hoxha says, «at -educating




the masses of our peuple and youth, the workers and coope-
rative members, who, in the immediate future, should be of
adequate general culture and technological and professional
training to advance socialist econemy and culture»l),

This is of immeasurable importance not only to respond
to the ever growing requirements of the economic and cullu-
ral develcpment of the country at the stage of complete cons-
truction of socialist society but, at the same time, it is & major
principled ideological. pelitical and social guestion in order

lo continue te raise the participation of all the people in the

whole political and social life of the country, in order to
further deepen proletarian democracy, to uproot the dange-
rous malady of bureaucratism, to gradually narrow down the
essential differences between the city and the countryside,
between mental and manual labor, in order to evade the crea-
tion of a privileged «elite- which could serve as a basis
for the emergence of revisionism.

9. — Our new scheols should ke characterized by the
establishment of an effective control of the working class, of
the broad masses of the workers of towns and the countryside
cn their work as a whole. In our socialist society, the work-
ing class should play the decisive role belonging to it, just
as Comrade Enver Hoxha has emphasized, as a class in leader-
ship  designated by history not only to work at the factory
cut, while working at the factory, to direct every sector and
all to keep in step with it and with ils Party in factories,
fields, in the administration, in schools and everywhere. This
is decisive In protecting cur schools and our school youth
from all dangers of revisionist and bourgeois degeneration, in
turning cur schocls into real proletarian anvils on which to
shape our younger generation into a revolutionary one.

The exercise of worker control in wvarious' forms from
outside and opening the school doors to the broad masses of
workers and all the employees of the urban and rural cen-
ters — these are the two principal ways to establish the effecti-
ve control of the working class on all the work and life of
- our schools.

6. — In all their work, sur new schoels should be charac-

1) E. HOXHA, Carry Qut With Persistence and in a Creative way
the Task of Revolutionizing the Party and the Life of the Country.
Speech at the 17th Regional Party Conference of Tirana. Tirana, 1988,
page 49 ‘ : . =
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terized by the constant application of the line of the masses. .’
The concept according to which the school should be conside-
red as the domain of the teacher, of the professor in which - -
every thing is subjected to the pedagogical, the methodic as-
pect, is an erronecous concept which nurtures the bureaucratic
and technocratic methed of ahd impedes the application of
the line of the masses in running education and school work.
We are fighting this concept with might and main, not only
theoretically but also in practice, being guided by the teachings
of the Party and Comrade Enver Hoxha that the question of
education and schools is not & bureaueratic one, nor are edu-
cation and schools the domain of teachers in general, to be
considered as only the domain of theory detached from pro-
duction. from work, but it is a major concern of the Party.
of the people, of economy, of the structure and supersiructure.

7. — ‘Finally, the principles of socialist pedagegy and the
pedagogical and scientific method, permeated from top to
bottom by a Marxist-Leninist world cutlook, should dominate
all our new schools, all the teaching and educational work
done there. While, the whole internal life of the schools
should be characterized entirely by the norms of socialist
democracy, by the enforcement of proletarian self-discipline
and the independent activity of students and undergraduates
in revolutionary collaboration with the teaching staff, by the
further enhancement of the role of the school organization of
vouth and young pioneers.

These are some basic distinctive peculiarities of the phy-
sionomy of the new schools which we intend to build and
are building. They fully corroborate Comrade Enver Hoxha's
thesis that, when speaking of the further revolutionization of
our schools it is not a question of adjusting some corner or
other, of making certain ordinary changes in school programs
or texthooks, of changing the term of a certain category of
school, etc. These have their own significance but they are
not fundamental. What is fundamental is that, under the -
guidance of revolutionary Marxist-Leninist concepts and in
battle with reactionary bourgeois and revisionist concepts, to
effect an all-round comprehensive revolutionization of our
schools, first and foremost, of the subject matter of teaching and
education and, in conformity with it, of the educational system
and structure of our schools, of the method of instruction and
education as well as of the method of running the people’s edu-
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" “cation and school work. In order to bring this about, it is
of decisive importance, first of all, to intensify the struggle
of -uprooting alien class bourgeois and revisionist concepts in
connection with education and schools and of working out new
revolutionary. socialist, Marxist-Leninist concepts in this field.

The influence of these harmful concepts and traditions is
manifested not only theoretically, in pedagogical thought and
pedagogical literature, but also practically, in the organizations
~ of schools in specifying their structure, subject matter,
methods of teaching and educating and so on. The merit of our
Party and Comrade Enver Hoxha lies in the fact that they
are subjecting these concepts to a systematic and all-round
critical analysis disclosing both their historical roots and their
complexity with the present bourgeois and revisionist theg-
ries, laying special stress on the danger their influence exerts,
This critical analysis dces not stop only at negations but is
being accompanied by the elaboration and development of
revolutionary Marxist-Leninist concepts on schools. )

In order to revoluticnize our schools, it is necessary. first

of all, as Comrade Enver Hoxha instructs, to remove certain
~ bourgeois concepts on scheols which exist in our generation
ant hamper their further revolutionization. '

Firstly: the concept that <«school is o place where one
learns» should be changed and turned to the concepl according
to which «scheol is a place where one learns and workss,

~ The concept that «school is a place where one learnss is
formed historically in a society of exploiting classes, as the
result of dividing mental from manual labor, of the antago-
nism between mental and manual workers, of the monopo-
lization of education in the hands of the ruling classes which
prepared their children to engage solely in mental labor and
inculeated into them the spirit of despising manual labor.
This concept formed all along the centuries has struck deep
reots and has contaminated to a certain degree the conscience
of workers. It continues to exert its influence also in our so-
cialist society. This influence is precisely one of the main sources
of such negative phenomena not yet overcome by our schools, na-
mely, their intellectual one-sidedness, a certain degree of detach-
ment of teaching and education from the revolutionary practice
of life, first and foremost, from production work, a certain degree
of its isolation from direct contact with the working class
" and the masses of workers, and so on. These negative pheno-
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mena affect not only our youth but also society on the whole.

Whereas, the concept «school is a place where one learns
and works~ is based on the teachings of Marxism-Leninism
to abolish, not only the contrast but also the fundamental
distinction between mental and manual labor and, in parti-
cular, it is based cn the Marxist-Leninist principle of linking
teaching with production work which js of very great impor-
tance, especially, under our present conditions. Detachment
of teaching from production work and, on this basis, the
detachment of mental from manual labor, fostering intellectual-
ism and standing aloof from production work and frem pro-
duction workers on the part of our school youth, intellectuals
and cadres, are the ideclogical levers in the hands of our ene-
mies, the bourgeoisie and the revisionists, through which they
intend to lead us astray and embark vs onto the road of de-
generation. Therefore, cur struggle here is of an acute ideolo-
gical and political class character.

Secondly, we should drop the concept that «it is only or
primarily at school that one learns.» This concept is also to
be changed and a new concept is to be created according to
which «one does nct learn only at schocl but also in life
and at work where one learns even more.~ )

Over-rating the school, the education it imparts, the tea-
chers and educators, on one hand, and under-rating revolu-
tionary practice, the continuous and permanent school of life,
on the other, are the thearetical source of many other concepts
which impede the further revolutionization of our schools.
This scurce feeds the tendency to cram school programs, fo
undervalue the fact that the masses who have been through
school have not stopped learning, that the acquisition of know-
ledge and the constant uplift of the general cultural level are
not done only by scheols but alse by life, by manual labaor,
by the political, ideological, cultural and military work of the
Party and of the State and soctal organs.

On the other hand, as Comrade Enver Hoxha points out,
this does not, in any way, mean that we under-rate schools
and the role they should play in laying the foundations for
the all-round communist education of man. It is precisely to
enable them to play this role that our Party devotes so much
attention to the further development and revolutionization of
our schools.

Thirdly, fight the concept that «school makes one an in-
tellectnal, awards a diploma and provides a steady job»,
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a concept which nurtures intellectualism and careerism,
technocratism and bureaucratism, which considers graduation
from the university as the final objective of all schooling.
This concepl should be replaced with the revolutionary Mar-
 Xist-Leninist concept «I must learn since without knowledge
I can not serve the people, Fatherland, society and socialism
. as 1 should.»

We should invalidate the concept that secondary voca-
tional schools train <«medium . technicians», that gymmnasia
turn out «employees» and that he or she who has been through
a_higher school must necessarily be appointed a «high cadre».
These are carcerist and bourgeois concepts for our schools.
Our revolutionary concept requires that the one who has been
through a secondary school may be employed also as a worker,
that he or she who has been through a higher school may serve .
not necessarily in jobs designated for <higher cadres» but work
wherever the need arises. Only thus will we open the prospect
of an unlimited development of education and in our country
there will never be «saturation of cadres- or «super-production
of intellectuals».

The concept which considers education, especially the
higher schools, the property of an «elite~ has been handed
down to us by the society of exploiting classes and its schools.
Under our conditions its manifestation impedes not only the
education of our new intellectuals and cadres in a class re-
volutionary spirit but also the extension of education and its
unlimited massiveness up to the highest degrees. The whole
question is to make our education the real property of the
masses, that our schools may not assign to themselves the
purpose of creating an intelligentsia which will continually
form a detached stratum but the largest and principal masses
of the learned to be made up of workers and peasants and
that part which constitutes the intelligentsia to be integrated
with them. :

Fourthly, fight and uproot the backward concept «of what
use is schooling to ush and replace it with the progressive,
Marxist-Leninist concept that «the new socialist and ecemmu-
nist life cannot be built without schooling.

The concept of undervaluing schooling, which circulates
among some people in production work, is a survival, a trace of
the ruthless economic, class and spiritual exploitation and
oppression under which workers writhe in. exploiting society.
This concept springs also from running after immediate per-
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" sonal profit, from viewing schooling as a means to secure a
light job in «some cozy corner». It is connected with the idea
that schooling is needed by those who will engage in mental -
work and will work -in offices, that workers and peasants
stand in no need of any high schooling! Finally, it is connected
with the detachment of practice from theory, of over-rating
practice and under-rating theory. In this connection Comrade
Mao Tsetung has said: « .. people who have the experience
of practical work should engage in theoretical studies and
work properly with books; only then will they be able to sys-
tematize their experience, to draw up its balance sheet and
sum it up from the theoretical viewpoint, not making the
mistake of viewing their limited experience as a general truth
and will be able to avoid mistakes of an empirical nature.
Both dogmatism as well as empiricism are expressions of
subjectivism though they spring from altogether opposile
sources.»!) We should declare a merciless war against this
evil, the detachment of practice from theory. just as we
fight and reject also the detachment of theory from practice.
Fifthly, invalidate the concept that the most suitable
methed of teaching and education is that which is connected
with books, that theory alone is culture and theory is learned
only from books and replace it with the concept according to
which the most correct and most revolutionary method is that
which, hand in hand with books, is based on the revolutionary
practice of life, on the living experience of the ldboring masses,
on their production work. The great mission of the school is
not only to impart knowledge to people, tc equip them with
the best method of how to learn in and cutside the class room.
It is only when we link teaching with production work that
we have picked on the most suitable method of how to learn
and work betier. We shouvld always bear in mind Lenin’s
teaching that thecry is derived from practice, is enriched by
praciice, serves practice, is confirmed in practice, is corrected
by practice and embody this principle in our method of study, [
at school and in life. : ; ' :
The invalidation of all these outworn bourgeois and re-
visionist concepts and their replacement with new revolutio-
nary, Marxist-Leninist concepts are an essential condition te
the further revolutionization of our schools. This process of
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1} MAO TSETUNG, «Seclected Works», Albanian edition vol. 4,
pp 52-53, 1963.
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revolutionization of concepts is closely linked with the struggle

“our Party is waging against bureaucratism and careerism,
against technocratism and intellectualism, against running after
personal profit, against conservatism as well as against the
influence of other «stains- of bourgecis and revisionist ideglo-
-8y; it is linked with the struggle against these concepts not
only in general, in the whole life of our society, but, more
specifically, against their manifestation in the domain of edu-
cation, in school work. ,

On the basis of this analysis of our general tasks to further
revolutionize education, the features of our new socialist
schools, of the Marxist-Leninist concepts which should guide
-them, we can get a clearer idea of the problems we have tc
tackle with in the field of further revolutionizing our schools,

Of course, this does not mean that the question of the
further revolutionization of our schools will be decided upon
and finally solved through this discussion and study, through
this report we are submitting, through the tasks we set and
the measures we propose to take. This would be a metaphysi-
cal, anti-dialectic approach to the problem.

The further revolutionization of our schools is a conti-
nucus, uninterrupted process all along the period of- deepening
and carrying socialist revolution through to the end, not de-
tached from the continuous revolutionization of the whole life
of the country, of the structure and superstructure of our
society. In this sense, our schools will always undergo fur-
ther qualitative changes, they will be improved upon and
raised to an ever higher level

Moreover, our general conclusions on the further revo-

lutionization of our schools and, especially, the solution of the
specific problems that arise in this field, are conditioned by
objective and subjective factors connected with both the stage
of our general development and the extent to which we
understand these matters, as well as with the experience accu-
mulated to solve these practical tasks. Therefore, during our
‘work to carry out our tasks to further revolutionize our
schools in practice, these conclusions and solutions will be
enriched and, under conditions of a higher stage and richer
experience, they will assume a new aspect, will be further
improved on,

It is precisely for this we took the caurage to embark on
the major action of further revolutionizing our schools.
We are on the right path, on the Marxist-Leninist path. Pro-
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ceeding boldly along this path, we do not exclude the possi-
bility of making also mistakes. but the correct Marxist-Leninist
general line helps' us also to correct these mistakes with
courage, radically and at the proper time.

— 11 —

ON THE REVOLUTIONIZATION OF OUR SCHOOL SYSTEM

We have set up a new school system, built on democratic
and socialist principles, standard and comprchensive, massive
and variegated, with all school levels, from the primary to
the higher forms, with the categories of schools necessary to
our country. This system has played a major role in raising
the educational and cultural level of our youth and of the
masses of workers as a whole, in training a whole phalanx
of cadres and specialists for all the branches of our econcmy
and culture, in creating a new people’s intelligentsia.

Hundreds of schools above 8th-grade are set up in our
country today for the school youth and for workers on their
jobs, to wit: 53 lower technical and professional schools with
43 specialized courses, 110 secondary schools of general edu-
cation scattered to all the regions of the country without
exception, 136 industrial, agricultural, pedagogical, and other
secondary vocational schools with 51 gpecialized courses; our
higher schools and their affiliated branches turn out highly
trained cadres of 54 specializations. Thus, in our country, -
the workers, technicians and specialists of the most imporiant
branches of economy and culture are trained and qualified
in an organized way.

The actual stage of the cultural and educational level of
development of our couniry is characterized: by the almost
complete enforcement of compulsory 8th grade general edu-
cation; by the large-scale atlendance by our youth of secondary
schools which tend to expand towards technical and profes-~
sional secondary education; by a considerable development
of higher education; by the rapid increase of part-time schools
for workers on their jobs, especially, of technical and profes-
sional schools; by the increase of the forms of technical and
professional teaching and education for the masses as well as




by a broad movement of scientific experimentation, Thus, the
whole country has been turned into a schoel, into a vast
center of learning and educaticn. More and more favorable
conditions are being created for all the people tc work and
learn, o create and experiment, to develop production and
science, at the same time. This is a thorough-going, all-round
cultural and educational revolution.

But ‘in view of the shortcomings analyzed above which
.deal with school work, in general, as well as with the school
system, with its general structure and its separate links, in
particular, it is essential to forcefully raise the question of
~ further revolutionizing the entire school system.

In this field, we aim at gradually attaining an unlimited
massiveness of education, up to its highest levels, and at de-
veloping a great variety of secondary schools as well as at
building the structure of our school system in a way lhat
it may not become an obstacle to the development of the re-
voluticnary subject matter of teaching and education, but, on
the contrary, to turn into a decisive factor in realizing it.

The new school system which is being proposed is dist-
inguished mainly by these peculiarities:

Firstly, the school system will be based on the triangle:
teaching-production work-physical and military education.

Secondly, in the school system there will be established,
as an integral part of it, the probationary period at preduction
work during which all the students that graduate from se-
condary schools will work as simple laborers before being
admitted to higher schools; admission to higher schools will
require the appreval of the workers’ collective where they
have accomplished their probationary work; the prebationary
period at production work is established also after graduation
from higher schools and before contesting their diplomas.

Thirdly, the unification of the structure of the school-
year for all the categories of secondary schools; deepening
their polytechnization in a strongly marked way and the

establishment and application of programs in which the su- °

bject of Marxism-Leninism and certain principal subjects of
general culture (mathematics, physics, chemistry) will be given
in an equai or nearly equal volume in all categories of secon-
dary schools, vocational or non-vocational, paving thus the
way for crossing over to secondary education, not standard
but of many kinds, for all youth.

 Fourthly, reducing the term of attendance of the cycle ol
high schools. ‘ :
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Fifthly, developing s~d extending schools of all levels
for workers and peasants by building thus a complete and
massive system of part-time schools for workers on their jobs.

Sixthly, integration of school youth with the working
_class and cooperative peasantry and the establishment of an

effective, direct control of the working class on education.

A — ON THE STRUCTURE OF THE NEW SCHOOL SYSTEM AND ITS
SEPARATE LINKS

The preblem of the structure of the new school system
has been largely debated at the public discussions. Based an
the arguments that have emerged from these public discus-
sions we are submitting here in brief the final proposals on
the structure of the new school system.

1. -~ Pre-school Education

S0 far we have created a relatively wide network of pre-
school institutions, especially in urban centers, while in the
countryside it is more limited. The firgt steps have been
taken to build these institutions on a scientific and pedagogical
basis as well as to train qualified educators employed by
them, Nevertheless, we have not yet succeeded in realizing
the basic objectives of pre-school education in socialist society.
Pre-school education is charged with the task of realizing the
social education of children from three to six years of age, of
cultivating the first, initial buds of their development and com-
munist education and of preparing them for school. At the
same time, it is an important condition for the complete eman-
cipation of women and for relieving the family of the burden
ol bringing up and educating their children. From this point 3
of view and for their major social importance, for the ins- -
tructive and educational purposes they pursue, the institutions
of pre-school education should be considered as the primary
regular and general link of our school system.

The realization of this task is a wide and difficult problem i
not only of an educational and pedagogic but of an organiza- :
tional and {financial character involving the supply of the
necessary buildings and equipment, educators as well as finan-
cial resources. Therefore, in view of the importance of this
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. problem and bearing in mind the magnitude and difficuliies
of applying it in full, it is necessary to turn pre-school educa-
tion inte a general link (of course, not compulsory) of our
school system, while its application way proceed gradually

but at a higher speed than heretofore, by mobilizing all the
availabilities of the State and of society and by reflecting this
in the state plans concerned.

2. Compulsory 8th-grade Standard Schools of General

Education

The realization of compulsory eighth-grade standard
schools of general education is a major historic achievement
for us in the field of raising the educational and cultural
level of ovur younger generation and of our people as a whaole.
This very year, over 93%, of the children who completed
their 4th-grade education enrclied in the 8th-grade schools.
Therefore, all the possibilities exist for working during these
coming two or three years towards completing and consolidat-
ing 8th-grade schooling. In order to achieve this, il is neces-
cary to extend further the network of 8th-grade schools and
to open boarding schools, subsidized by the State and the .
agricultural cooperatives, in those regions where 8th-grade
schools are not possible to be had, to step up the training of
new teachers and qualify the existing cadres for these schools;
io enrich their teaching material basis in general and, ospe-
cially, in the countryside. At the same time, 8th-grade schaols,
as a rule, should be independent, detached from secondary
schools. It should comprise all the classes from the first to
the eighth. Primary schools will no longer exist as separate
units by themselves. Even when they are separated by distance,
they are still component parts of the corresponding 8th-grade
schools.

At the public discussions it has been proposed {o lower
the age requirement for admission to schools from 7 to 6
vears of age. It has been rightly emphasized that the enrol-
ment of children one year earlier in the organized system of
social education given by the State is of major importance to
their development and education, to their admission into-
practical life cne year earlier. Such a change has now become
possible in view of the new economic, social and educational
and cultural conditions of the country, in view of the better
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.physical and psychic development of children, in view of
the rapid extension and widespread of pre-school education
throughout the country and the ever growing educational
uplift of parents and of our families in general, '

In these circumstances, we think that the enrolment in
school of children 6 years of age is possible. The fangible
application of this will be effected within the coming years on
the basis of gradual planning, compatible with the real
availabilities of the State and of society to provide school
buildings and teaching staff. '

In towns it is lighter, but also in the countryside steps
can and should be taken to accomplish this task. In order to
facilitate the enrolment in school of children of the age of six
in the countryside, measures will be taken so that the lower
cycle of the 8th-grade schools should be established not only
in every village without exception regardless of its size but,
in special cases, even in any separate quarter of each village,
with the agricultural cooperatives themselves, as a rule, to
set up the school buildings for this purpose.

Hand in hand with spreading them far and wide in our
country, the 8th-grade schools should be strengthened in the
days to come as a massive compulsory standard school of
general education, as the basic link of our school system. Tts
duty should be: to equip students with general and ‘echnolo-
gical culture to suit their age; to educate chiltdren with the
love for work and with simple habits to take pari in the
revoluticnary practice of life to the extent their age allows:
to impart to school children the rudiments of political, ideolo-
gical, moral and aesthetic education; to enforce physical train-
ing, combined, in the upper two classes, with the initial
elements of military training and to prepare them for life as
well as for pursuing their studies in secondary schools,

While laying the cornerstone of the triangle teaching-
work in preduction — physical and military training at the
8th-grade schools we should, at the same time, aim at their
scientific and pedagogical modernization. Discontinuance of
the present cycle of schools divided from and, mare or less,
independent of one another (the I-IV and V-VIII classes) will
help to achieve this end. The maintenance of these two cycles
has caused many futile parallelisms in the programs and
textbooks of the 8th-grade schools. Their removal will make
it possible to intensify the teaching process at the lower cycle
of the 8th~grade school and introduce certain simple infarma-
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tion about the recent discoveries of science in the curriculum
of the upper cycle. _

We should attach special attention to the 8th-grade schools
of the national minorities. In compliance with the principle
of acknowledging the right of minorities to attend vernacular
schools, a principle cur Party has always been guided by,
the work will continue to strengthen the 8th-grade schools
of the Greek national minority, attaching special attention to
the teaching of the Greek language and of the Albanian lan-
guage as well.

In the coming period, the part-time 8th-grade schoois
for grown up workers who attend them without a break from
their jobs, should also be extended, for there are still many
workers and peasants of relatively young age, especially among
the women, who have not been through an 8th-grade school.

These part-time schocls for workers under employment
as well as all the other schools of this nature of the higher
level, must have a separate structure of the school year to
suit their specifications.

The complete and final realization of 8th-grade education
and the all-round qualitative consolidation of the 8th-grade
schools, create further opportunities to build on them, not the
standard but the many-sided secondary schools for all the young
men and young women in line with the thesis advanced by
Comrade Enver Hoxha who, referring to this matter, stresses
that «if we grasparight this major many-sidedness of our
needs, both in quantity and quality, if we grasp, at the same
time, the fulfilment of these needs in the dynamism of dia-
lectic, materialist and historic development, then we will realize
that we can not and should not have one type hut a whole
gamma of schools»l),

On this basis, our school system which ‘s being built
on the 8th-grade school, while raising the educational level
of the working class and of all the laboring masses, will, at
the same time, be as elastic and variegated as possible and
will have many kinds and types of schools to comply with the
requirements of the present and future stages of the econo-
mic, social and cultural development of the country, with
the specific conditions and needs of given districts and zones,
with the demands of the various sectors of economy  and

1) ENVER HOXHA, «COn the . Further Revojutionization of Our
Schools», Tirana, 1968, p. 18,
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culture for plain and qualified workers and medium and higher
technicians and specialists. Specifically, these kinds of schools
can be built above the 8th-grade schools:

a) lower technical and vocational schools, national and -

local, for workers on jobs and for school youth; -

h) secondary vocational and general education schools, for
workers under employment or for school youth, with
one or many branches and combined schools; :

¢) various schools and courses for the masses, not included
in the regular school system and which are opened
when need arises.

3. — Lower Technical and Vocational Education

In the days to come, the lower technical and vocational
schools will be extended and spread furither and wider than
heretofore. These schools will train new qualified workers,
they will serve to qualify workers and raise them to higher
categories as well as to train workers and craftsmen of whom
the countryside stands in need. They will extend not only in
industry but also in agriculture, not only in towns but in the
countryside as well. In a special way we should emphasize
the exiension of lower technical and vocational schools for
workers under employment as a very appropriale way. to raise
the technical and professional level of the workers and coo-
perative members at large. Teaching in these part-time schools
should last two years, concentrating only on imparting theore-
tical knowledge.

As a rule, the lower vocational schools for workers (part-
. time or full-time) are of a limited specialized course. The lower

technical and vocational schools [for schocl youth will be

opened according to special needs and will be of one or two
vear duration.

The training of young qualified workers will econtinue
also through the form of «apprenticeship» which will not be
an integral part of the regular school system but an appro-
priate way to provide new and qualified workhands.

Since they involvé the supply of new workhands, the
lower technical and voecational schools as well as apprenti-
ceship will be opened cn the basis of a State plan, on the basis
of the needs of our people’s economy.
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