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FO REWORD

President H6 Chf Minh is the first Vietnamese to have

accepted and diffused Marxism-Leninism in Vietnam.

Creatively applying Marxist-Leninist fundamentals to the reality

of Vietnamese society, he found a correct re¥′Olut10nary line for

the Vietnamese nation: It is necessary to carry out first a national

people・s democratic re¥′Olution to overthrow the coIonialist and

feudal reglme, tO regam national independence・ lO glVe land to

tilers, and then to advance to socialism.

Imp喜ementil-g this revolutionary line, under the leadership of

the Communist Party of Vietnam and mesident H6 Chi Minh・

〔he Vietnamese people. have gloriously succeeded in their

national people-s democratic revolutlOn・ reunified the country

and brought it into the period of transition to socialism.

The glorious history of the Communist Party of Vietnam and

the Vietnamese revolution is cIosely linked to the name and

cause of President H6 Chf Minh' His †hough〔 and practical expe-

riencc const血te a valuable herltage for us.

The Vietnamese re¥′Olution has cntered a ncw stage. Yet, H6

Chf Minh though[ wil=ight forever the path to be co¥′ered by our

Party and people to reach the target of making our people

wealthy, Our COuntry POWerful and our society equitable・ demo-

cratic and civilized.
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This book introduces some excerpts from the writings or

SPeeChes by the cIose comrades and pupils of President H6 Chf

Minh, Who were or are high-ranking leaders of our Party and

State. The excerpts arranged in chronological order give readers

an insight into the President's thought and great deeds for thc

Vietnamese revolution.*

* A旧he footnotc5 1n the book belong to the edl‘or.
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PRESIDENT HO CHI MINH,

THE IMAGE OF THE NATION:::

Phuけ裏V毒性D(チ′?g据

Hislife

In daily life. Pre高dent I案6 i吊t ¥tT〉′ ¥i叫)le ilnd h(川l?、=ll….

A great man. d really great man i、症1′a〉′¥ ヽi叫〕l同Il(用(用い1言¥

milmered ma萱1 alw:ly、 klCk、 Cquしbilily‖1i、 I血)) i‘〔高哩l、同-

dec‘el、′111g PeOPle n!lし1 fulure ge11e博しio11、. Kll↑g Nghleしl. Kl哩

’I‘hしIan, Je5u、 Chri[[ ¥vere高「lPle tlIld hoIle、=丁「m I川1時Su11 Y用

SeIl und Maha皿a Gundhi ¥¥′el.e証ヽ。 `i111Ple …(I hい11e¥川Iel工Sl、

i十rC grei`[ `C 。1巾、t、 …d gl-eilt ¥町Ite一-、・ Oll血c∪I岨u+` I旧l‘1・ ¥¥出

il Per「idiou¥ man.漢it?¥ideヽ岨=el‘, N仙ヽヽO旧I凧ヽ面白l l`i(間工

LOOki11g iしt `Ome Pho((一、 o口〕re、ld剛=Id, `(=1e l)el一、(用、 、甲

Ihat hi、 eye、 haヽe時’O Pul凧c照h u…1 1 clie¥′l` thil( h'C川ヽl‘ O「

th証he l、 d genie.萱」oW C:ln [hel‘c bc `しIしIl aIl irlClぐ(旧iい11甲!

重〕re高den=†6’s eye、 tlIで=ke [ho、e Of olher 111e画しl川1|‘)′ Ci用、l‘C‘

much more clearlv than tho、e Of olher men. The Preヽlde血kI10ヽ¥′ヽ

how to look d=hings; he cと¥l=ee Wh鉦othe=llen GlI用Ol `ee:

l〕I’e持nt tmd future things, gl●eat i111し1 、mi用1hinき、.

不Exee中川im=)h;1m V亀ll Dc亘’、 ho(lL OII/ /.``I///(,//(//l`/. O/// /){)()/)/(∴ ()///

(’・‘,販, `肌/ //′〔, AII/し~I. 、川tlcn ln l川8・ L血Iし一l) I)w間l、hl埠Ih用、l`工l)泣言主用用

(Fl川1 ed1110Il).

tey l)h式m V加l)dllg (l"()」2000). P…1しMl…、時。川「e De【ll(一Cl仙C R甲高llし

ol Vlelnu旧l from 1955 ==996.し直Il¥'しd urld ¥¥()lkl‘d hし、ヽIlle Pll‘ヽlしIl‘llt川)し吊I

M=lh lol‾ jO 、′e川ヽ白。m 1り」O Io i9()り.
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President H6 is∴a Vietnamese, mOre Vietnamese than any

Other Vietnamese. After near】y thirty years of traveling to a11

PartS Of the world, he still preserves the manner, the language,

the sentiments of a Vietnamese. His language is rich and witty

like that of a Vietnamese peasant; he makes good use of

PrOVerbs and likes comparisons. He composes poetry generally

in the form of folk songs because folk songs are specifica11y

Vietnamese in the same way tha=he Tru6ng Son Range, the

Restored Sword Lake, the D6ng Th和Mu6i (the Plain of Reeds)

are specifically Vietnamese(1)・ Having lived tens of years far

from his native land, he does not forget the sme11 and taste of

Vietnamese particular aliments such as pickled aubergines,

Pickled vegetables, SOya bean sauce with chilly that he ate daily.

After his return to the country, On New Ytar’s Day, he does no[

forget to make congratulations to his neighbors(2) and to glVe

PreSentS (SWeetS and cakes) to children.

The cost is only a few cents but the gift is carefully and neatly

WraPPed in rose paper. That is his way of living. As alaiman of

the Resistance Goverrment, When he calls on the people, his

WOrds are movmg and impressive to Vietnamese minds and

hearts: “The ancestral tablets should be covered with red brocade;

People of the same country should love one another.’’

We know how simple is the way of life of President H6. In

the Resistance Zone(3), he lived with the personnel of his Office;

he worked and studied like other persons. At moments of food

Shortage or inclement weather, food rations were a little reduced

(l ) Name、 Of placcs commonly known and beloved by thc Vietnamesc.

(2) VICln種mese custom commonly observed a=he beginning of the lunar new yeaIl

(3) Befo「e the August 1945 Revolution. When thc anli-Fren。h 「e批Iance war

b「oke ou=n late 1946. H6 Chf Minh and the Govemmenl came back to lhe

Rct;l油nce Zone and stayed here to lead the resistance untl=ls vICtOry in 1954.

¶l、 artlCIc was W「l‘‘en durmg th高’per看Od.

4

and he gladly shared the difficulties with others. Howe¥′er he had

One Privilege: LOc, Our dear, Skilled cook, always reserved a

bowl of rice water for him at each meal, from the border in Cao

Bing to Tan廿ao, before gomg down to Hanoi. In Hanoi, the

President had his working office and his reception room and

Often he hosted grand banquets but nomally he took the two

meals of each day with his staff.

He likes walking, bathing ln a river, SmOking clgaretteS, and

SOmetimes taking a cup of medicinal liquor at meals. Previously,

he could easily cover 50 km a day. When in Kunming,(l) he made

a tour around the city every momlng. When in Liuzhou(2), On a

Winter mormng, general Trlrong Ph盃t Khue riding on horse back

SaW him bathing ln the river and was amazed that a man of South

East Asia could put up with such cold. In Cao Bing(3), his office

is arranged in a grotto. A large stream of limpid water flows from

the grotto, in the shade of fores=rees. President H6 works all

day on the bank of the stream with his typewriter負Hermes

Baby,’’which he has always used since 1938, eVen after his

retum to Hanoi.

Living in the mountain and forest region, President H6 never

eats his fill, neVer has siesta. In the moming, he does physical

exercises, in the aftemoon he gardens; When necessary he goes

to fetch firewood for the villagers. Throughou=he time of his

living in the high reglOn Of Bac BO before the August 1945

Revolution, he frequently held an ovoid stone firmly to

Strengthen the sinew of his hands. He seldom uses mcdicine,

except when he cannot overcome illness. In Hanoi, Dr. (T6n

That) Ting and Dr. Can looked af[er his health, but he rarely

bothered them. When in France, Dr. C血was requested to live

(l) and (2) Names ofplaces in Chlna.

(3) Northem bo「der province of Vietnam adjolning China, a base of the resistance.

5
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Ⅵ′ith him, bul l寝「 C血did more o岨ce work than physician’s

labour. Livlng COnditiom in the resistance base are very hard.

One year. the ralny `eaSOn lasts several months. and President

H6 inhabit、 a narrOW dnd humid grotto into which insects swarm

a=1ight. Å=he timc, POPular ba、CS arC Still wcak, thcrcforc

though his refuge is a gro(tO, Safety lS Sti= precarious and he

often has to leave it and be on constant dlert. At the moment of

alarm, One muSt gO tO掴afer place wlth a= ofone’s belonglngS.

Pre高dent十I6 is not well then, but when there is wammg Of

enemy arri¥′′al, Only a few minutes later he is standing ready

before his staff members, the typewriter in hand.

On the ¥′ery first day of his arri¥′a=n France, the simple way

Of li¥・′ing of Pre5ident H6 deeply mo¥′ed the Vietnamese resldents,

One day言n Elearitz, delegates of Vietnamese residents called on

him, highly exclted and happy. The ¥高itors were numerous, there

Were nOt enOugh seat5 in lhe reception room. President H6 simply

、血on山e noor dnd in¥′ited e¥′erybody to do like him and lalked.

“I「hlヽ dttilude il nO=hat of a Pre、ident of GoVemment bu=hat of

an old father thoughtfully 。nd familiarl〉′ inqulrlng aboul his chil-

dren in forelgl- 1こmd, dfter so m‘‘ny yearS Of separation.

Pre`idcnt H6, [hough simple言s ¥′ery COurteOuS in a delicilte

alld noblc vI′ay. A11 foI‾elgneI-S Who have opportunity tO talk with

him pralt;e hlS delicacy and noble manners, W血ch they belie¥′e

to be chal“aCteri高c of Orlental people. In the resistance base or

m hi` Office. he usua=y wears dothes of indigo coIor and keeps

hi‘ food mlnimal. In皿11Oi, he put on khaki cIothes and canvas

Shoe、. Going to Fl‾anCe, he WOre lealher shoes and tしWOOlen suit

¥唖h a high co11ar. ln Paris声Ometime` he had to recelVe gueSt$

と11 mcと11time. A[ brcakfとISt hc met Wlth dose friends; a=unch,

。rdimry gし一e油; and dt dinncl.、 SPeCial gLle油・ ’rhoしIgh the rccep-

白OnS lasted a=lmeS血ee hour、, he remained hospitable and

COrdlとI=hroughout.

6

President H6 is a]ways lively because innately he has the

OPtimism of those who are determined to fight and to win today

and detemined to bring about a fine life for the nation

tomorrow. At friendly meals or tea parties with high-ranking

members of the Government, he is cheerful and talkative. makes

POetry, and jokes. One day, When he suddenly came to a night

jubilee a=he Hanoi Opera House, Children gather around him.

However, a mOment later, he lightly walked away, and it was not

known where. He likes flowers and is told that in Russia as well

as in Europe and America, flowers are air-tranSPOrted from

remote places to adom the daily life ofbig cities. However in the

garden of the Presiden[ial Palace, flowers cede more and more

SPaCe tO POtatOeS and com. Near Kunmlng, there is the Xishan

mountain, a famous spot ofs。enic beauty. One day we wanted to

go and see. President H6 said: “We shall go when it is conven-

ient; We are reVOlutionaries and not tourists.’’

President H6’s life is one ofhardship, WOrk and struggle. The

leader of a nAtion having los白ts country CannOt have a different

life. He must put up with hardship, WOrk and struggle to secure

happlneSS in the future. Some people fear that with such a severe

life, there remains no place for sentiment. But President H6

Often says: “A revolutionary lS∴a Very Sentimental man, and

because of his great sentimentality, he becomes a revolu-

tionary’’. President H6 is called the “old father ofthe nation.’’He

has deep affection and pity for the people, Which moves every-

body,s heart. In the period of underground actlVity, the minute

of silence in memory of a dead revolutionary always made him

cry. At the National Assembly・ he shed tears and embraced

Nguyen Vin T争o afier hearlng the laしter’s pathetic speech about

Nam BO (South of Vietnam).

An old adage says: “When there is some su叫ect for anxiety,

We muSt be anxious before others; When there is en」Oyment, We
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mut‘t C11」Oy i‘fter othcrs:’Pl’CSidcnt H6 expresses山e idea more

、imply and more pathetica11y:いOne day of my compatriots,

乱lffel・ing皿‘kes me lot’e my {lPPetite and unable to sleep.,,

The、e WOrd"e、/▼eal his tjtate Of mind and his kinship feelings

for川member、 O白he great Vietnamese fam11y.

For the I)resldent・ ft man Of simplicity and ho量leSty, WOrds are

matc‘hed ¥油h dC白On・ dnd words are expressed only when action

i、 1 1kel一・ He l=imple dnd honest in living言n character, in

、PeeCh z用d in Wrimg. He is also simple and honest ln his poliト

ICとI=lIle、・ Whal do the Vietnamese peopIc wanl? They wdnt

n掴Onとしl unifl。aしion, lndependence, abundan=ife, edしIC‘ation,

lllld les‡ gloomy li¥′e、・ That is why President H6’s poli。y lS: tO

be united in the re高tal-Ce War言O increase production, tO

de、′elop popular eductltion, tmd to adopt a ncw way of life. The

Vll}mame、e PeOPle are determined to ad¥′anCe mOre 。nd more

亡llergetically on the ¥′ital path behind President H6.

1)l’e高dent H6 embodies the Vietnamese people dnd each

Viem。meSe finds him絡elf in President H6.

「rhe strength of President H6 a重ld the Vietnamese people lleS

in this c‘Ohe高on zlnd unity.

The image ofthe nation

The great cause of Presldent H6 over the past 35 years")

COn8ists ln leading the Vietnamese nation to cohesion and

しm1ty, ln d determination to fight agalnS=he mortal enemies of

亡hC nalion.

The current sacred resistance war strengthens and enhances

to the utmost this m11itant solidarity.

( l用心(冊M…h ie11 Vlctn川l 10 `Cek i間と一y fo「na白O皿l `血相On m 1911

8

Tb bring dbou=he cohesion of the whole people is a great

SteP ln reCO¥′ermg the nationa=ndependence of Vietnam. Thi高l

the decisil′e factor of the `uCCeSS Of the current re8istance Wa重・

and the success of future natlOnal construction. Re¥′leWlng血

history of the past 80 year、 Whe-1 Our COuntry W郡lo、いVe see

that immediately after Fl・ench troops invaded our territory, Oul・

PeOPle stood up agalnS=hem while the royal Court surl・endered

to them. The Klng Surrendered to the dggreSSOrS tO Ser¥′e血em

bu=he people continued to fight by every mcan5 il“[rongly d、

they could wherever they were strong enough. There was no

One-mindedness in the country and amollg the people; e¥′en i11

the ranks of the resistants there was no one-mindedness. Tll事S

Situation prevailed during the period of the royalists十eSistance,

before the 1914-1918 imperialist war. When President H6 began

his activities and started to lead the Vietnamese re、′Olutionary

movement, he strove to unite and organize the popula一一foree、 for

fighting. Gradually he managed to unite dnd to organizc d= the

PeOPle to win victory,

President H6 has succeeded in this great work because hc

Symbolizes Vietnam and the Vietnamese people.

The highest asplration of the people is his dSPlration言he

rationale ofhis life, and the motivation ofhis activities. His [ine5

and policies are aimed at realizing that asplration: SeCurlng inde-

Pendence for the country, and freedom and happlneSS for the

PeOPle. These lines and policies ha¥′e WOn the people,、 full

SuPPOrt and confidence" President H諒prestige prlmar11y lies in

this fact. The re量ationship between Presiden( H6 aIld the

Vietnamese people is, however, CIosel・ and warmer:正¥掴ent十

men[al relation composed of the mutual dffection dnd lo¥′e

between hlm and his people.

Like other countries in the world, Vietnam has the ri。h 。nd

the poor, different politlCal parties・ religions, and ethnic groし1匹

9



hoWe¥「er i11 PreSenトday Viet11am工he Viemi¥m Of Pl℃、Idell=IO

fightmg for illdependence工herc is no co!lflic( betwcen r)Olitic‘‘l

Pと¥l‾tle、、 l’ellgi。nふ, elhnic gI-OしIP、、 l.e・一1O inlemし‘1 c‘Ol一面d-etlon、

血白nighl be冊ed by the ellemy foI. dl¥ri、i¥’e PurPO¥e、 tO Creilte

an intemecine “′aI: Such achleYemenls dre ObitliIled not o111y

bec肌se Pl-esident H6’s lme、 and policie¥ mC‘et natiolla吊叩lrこい

tio冊dnd his path lS the o111y one ¥高l for the m1iol- tO 「。Ce the

danger of bei11g destroyed. The5e aChie¥′eme111s dl’e al、O due to

the Presidellt¥ lmmenSe [Olerance tha[ Wins o¥′er e¥「er〉′O11e dnd

umteS e¥▼eryOne for fighting.

The Vietnamese masseらOld dnd young. mしlle and female.

ha¥7e grea白・eSPe。t and lo¥′e for President H6. 「!’he血e11l-

gent=a, the natio11al capitalists. the great perso青lalitie㌦ and the

re厘ious digmtarle[ all ha¥/′e COnfldence in him. He i` d Very

。lo、e friend o「 Huynh Th血Khing(l) and thcし丁nde of a=

Vietnnmele Childl‾en. The people o士’Nam BO call him their old

fとIther with the deepes=eelings of their heart. ′】“he people of

hlgh reglOn高n the `Outh of Central Vietnam belie¥℃ thこしt he i、

¥′ery familial‾ i¥lld dose to them.描if he remained day tm(1

nlght ilt their ¥idc to ble、S them.

Wlth regard to山ose who have gone the WrOIlg Way, l… heart

i¥ bl.Oad. Hc dd¥′OCatC、 IenlenCy 。nd sa)′S Ⅵ′e thould glとしdly

Wel。Ome them likc our solm. Who, becauヽC Of circum高anccs.

ha、′e gOne aStray. Je…、 ChrlSt Said: “Meeting d rePel高ng sinner

(lr Crimina上God 15 gladder than meeting ninel〉′ nine religiou`

PeOPle’1. Presiden=I6 is con¥′mCed that every ViemamC、e is

(l)出1ynh Th血Kh血と=876-iり」7) l、 il申r101IC `C正)l・一l. A仕o=he A堅…(

19」5 Rc¥'OIしL両川. hc ¥立lヽ ln¥lilしd h¥′ I)reヽiden=う(l Ch‘ M川h 10 he MⅢl¥1e=)l

[Ioml‘ A=、刷¥∵「l博=ll` hec用nl` ¥′lCl`廿eヽlden=)=he Dcm( Cl,111C iくじ叩hll。 Ol

¥′iし両州In lり」6 hい¥出品lCllng I十eヽldent o川Ie St血when十十6 Ch了M…h l高d

早川し10出しnCe io=1e封)11こlllO11、.

10

PatriotlC and wants the coしmtry tO be unified and independent.

We should cleverly blow on the smoldering fire to make it d

blazing flame.

President H6 not only calls for national cohesion, he

COnStantly practlSeS this objective. Moreover he symbolizes this

COhesion, he is this cohesion.

*

Solidarity is for the purpose of struggle. President H6 unites

the whole nation to mobilize all the fighting forces of the Vieト

namese people, Without which independence camot be secured.

The Vietnamese people have shown strong fighting spirit.

Their history of eighty years of enslavement is the history of

eighty years of struggle. It is a grandiose epic that will remain

forever in the mind ofevery Vietnamese. Bu=he more heroic and

brave is the struggle, the clearer and more painful the shortcom-

1ngS, SuCh as the lack of approprlate POlicies, Of organization, and

methods, aPPear. After the 1914-1918 imperialist war, under

President H6,s leadership’the struggle of the nation was gradu-

ally aimed a=he righ=arget. It became well organized and

PrOVided with good methods. Additiona11y言t gradually expanded

血ough the August 1945 Revolution, until the c皿ent long-term

resistance war to include the whole country and the whole people.

The Vietnamese people have fought for one thousand days

and are wi11jng to fight for a long time more. For us fighting lS

like our daily meals" Therefore we do not find it strange that a

Small and weak nation, eCOnOmically and culturally backward,

Su切ected to forelgn domination for eighty years, dares stand up

agamSt an imperialist power that has severa=imes Iorded over

the world; and tha=he more it fights, the stronger it becomes

and the nearer it comes to victory.
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「I‘hen what al-e the secl-et l.eaSOnS Of t十Ie SuCCelヽ　Of the

Viemamese struggle?

「I‘he reason l` the figh白ng甲ril (一f the nation tha=la、 bcen

enhとInCed言railled dIld guided by Pre高dent H6.

Viemam‘s pl・C渦1t∴ acred I・e高tance war set` ln rCllef the

fighting splrit of the whole mtion. The ce重ltrnl tlCtOr5∴are the

VletnameSe WOrkers dnd peasalltS, Who shouldel“ the lead o白he

l.e`i`tanC`e. Beside them are the ¥「ariou、 Strata O白hc r)Or)u看a(ion

Ⅵ′lth different `OCial positions, Characters. and idcoIogle、・ But

they tlre mOti、′ated by the same xplrit ofsacrifice d量ld血uggle工he

ヽame COnfi(lencc ln the Fatherland, the Go¥′emment, dnd

P萱・eSldent H6.

President H6 oflen says: “In this resistance “▼ar、 Oし一r PeOPle

must use our splri=o overcome material factol+ tha白、 tO Say tO

OVel.COme many years Of suffering, difficulties and obstac`les. In

Olher words,しO uSe POlnted証。ks to oppo、e ta11ks言O 。a`●ry Out

l。ng-宣erm War When food is in、ufflCien† and dothe、∴a一●e nOt

el10ugh.1’

「I「hi¥ is the `eCre=-ea¥On for the success of this marvelous

′I‘hi、温CI・ed rc高tance wdr PrO¥′CS Pretldent H6「、 talented

lcと1derthip and the VletnameSe PeOPle’s inte11igence dnd matし上

l叫′ They can choo、e the bes白11Oment for dd、′a-1Ce Ol’With-

dr掴′ili. for being flexible or rlgid. They can use mlaller and

Ⅵ′eaker force、 tO OPPOSe biggel● and strongeI● OneS. 「1lley Can

deYdop `ma=eI‾ a11d Weakel- forces mtO bigger (lnd stronger

One¥. Fim11y, they aI・e determined and confidel証I「 Wimmg [inal

¥′1ぐtO「ヽ′.

′rhiヽ l.e冊taIICe War isしhe final round ofthe incessant stl-uggle

be母′ecn our pcople d11d the French coIomali蛤for 11early a
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Century nOW. I[ has mobilized the strength and splrit of our

Ⅵ′hole people亘is a mar¥′elous dChie‘′ement OfPresident十I6 and

the Vietname¥e PeOPle.

Pre8ident H6 can enhance the fighting capabilities of the

¥whole [)eOPle becaし一Se he inherits the legacy of al=he past

nationa=iberation wars. He l’ePreSentS Vietnam dnd the

OPPreSSed bu白11domltable Vietnamese people. His pollCies and

POlitic‘a=ines con5titute d great river to which all sma11 strcams

and ri¥′ulets flow, nO matter Where and when they take sources.

Streams flow into rivers but (hey should meet ri¥′erS, OtherWise

they could dry up. Meeting rivers, they dlSaPPear, follow the

Same direction, the same current as the rivers, and are of the

Same COIor as the sky and the land around. The struggle for

.nationa=iberalion of Vietnam, Since King Tu D血e’s surrender to

the French coIonialists, has gradually become the struggle for

nationa=ndependerlCe. for the people悠freedom and happlneSS,

under [he leader油p of President H6.

In this gradual de¥′elopment, eaCh portion of the path, eaCh

SteP taken has its slgnificance and is a factor leading to today’s

achievements. Some peop量e say [ha=he royalists高ood for the

monarchy. They called for loyalty to the King and claimed that

the latter represented the country. Howe、)「er, ince tha=ime, the

royal throne has drifted away from the cuI-rem situation. Kings

no Ionger exist. That is why President H6 cal⊥s for loyalty lo the

COuntry.王Ie keeps the word “1oyalty’’言ust as he glVeS a broader

meanmg tO the words.`piety’’and “devotion.、’He nurture“he

tr61ditlOnal customs of industry, thriftiness言ntegrity, and righト

eousness. He ad¥′ises us to leam theヽe fine customs and encour-

ages us to leam the heroism of many royalist fighters, SuCh as

Nguyen Thien Thu吋Phan Dinh Pht‘ng, and Hoang Hoa Thdm.
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President H6’s strength is great because it i珂eeply rooted in

the history of national revolution over the past nearly lOO years

and in all the past of our nation.

Austerity, hard work, and struggle are the characteristics of

President H6’s life and also the characteristics of our nation,s

life throughout history. Our forefathers had great vitality and

fighting spirit to be able to overcome the innumerable natural

Obstacles to their existence and to vanquish the enemies who

trod our land under foot and massacred our people. The history

Of Vietnam is that of the building up of our land from lower

basin of the Red River to that of the Mekong River. It is the

history of the building up of the nation血ough nearly one thou-

Sand years of northem domination, Particularly through the

Di血・ Le, Ly,廿in, Le dynasties(l) down to the disIoyal Nguy6n

dynasty(2)・ Now the country lS nOt yet SOlid and at peace, and our

adversary lS uSlng force and perfidious maneuvers to partition

Our COuntry and to enslave our people. President H6 is the

COntinuator of the will and cause of Thlmg Vuong,廿in Hung

Dao’L6 Lqi, Nguyen Quang Thung, and Phan Dinh Ph心ng(3) in

fulfilling the mission of our nation.

That is why the strength of the Vietnamese people and of

President H6 at present is the strength that comes from an age-

Old process of development. We feel that strength flares up ln

Our mind and pushes us to combat. We listen to the call of our

forefathers in the voice of President H6: “Le Lqi fought for ten

years,廿an Hmg Dao for five years.,,

President H6 leads the national defense and construction in

accordance with the development trend of Vietnam as well as

With the evolutionary trend of the world.

(1) The feudal dynasties of Vietnam from the 10th to the 19th centurlCS.

(2) The last feudal dynasty of Vletnam (1802- 1945).

(3) Names of national heroes of Vietnam.

14

Vietnam is part of the world. Over the pas=wo hundred

years, the world has experienced a few gigantic revolutions that

shook the foundations of States and societies and enabled the

democratic movemen=o expand to the five continents. This

movement is an invincible force. Followmg it, One Will survive;

OPPOSlng it, One Will be led to extinction. The Vietnamese revo-

lution, after World War I, followed the advance of this demo-

Cratic movement. The current resistance war of Vietnam testifies

to the cIose relationship between the democratic movement in

Vietnam and the mighty democratic movement of the world

after World War II,

President H6 often says: `’Our resistance war will be victo-

rious because lt lS a 」uSt CauSe aPPrOVed and supported by the

people of the world.’’

Our national liberation revolution, Our democratic republican

SyStem Will succeed for the fundamental reason that the path of

the Vietnamese people and the politica=ines of President H6 are

in accordance with the evolutionary trend of mankind.

Leading Vietnam in accordance with that evolutionary trend

is the great cause of President H6.

In brief, President H6 has put to avail all the strength and

talent of the Vietnamese people and applied the progressive

doctrine of the civilized world to unite the entire people in the

lasting resistance war for national un誼cation and independence,

for the realization of the democratic republican regime. This is

the cause pursued by Hesident H6, by the Viemamese nation,

and by every Vietnamese now and in the future.

*

The French reactionary coIonialists allege that President H6

is a communist dictator. Communism is the radiant future of
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mankind. But in presenトday Vietnam, Only lunatics stand for the

immediate insta=ation of Communism, at Variance with the

economic and social conditions of Vietnam, and contrary to the

desire of the Vietnamese people. And the allegation that

President H6 is a dictator is not only an untruth but also a

StuPidity. In his letter to the Vietnamese yoしIths, President H6

WrOte: ``Hereunder are a few ideas for you to discus昔President

H6 is democratic. He defends the interests of a11 VletnameSe, the

human rights’the 。itizen rights and the propel.ty rights of all

Vietnamese’Of religious and non-religious people, and of the

POPulation of the middle and high reglOnS.

President H6 is democratic because the national defense and

COnStruCtion of Vietnam requlre the 」Olnt efrorts of all the

Vietnamese. Democracy lS required to remove the yoke of coIo-

nialism・ feudalism・ the obsolete practices and rites of past gener-

ations言he woes of famine and ilIiteracy and the four qualities

and three dependences(l) that shackled women. Democratization

is aimed at making a11 Victnamese politica11y conscious, intelli-

gent・ talented and able to decide the fate ofthe country and their

OWn destiny. As a result, they can use their capability to serve the

COuntry and themselves・ Let us care皿y listen to the appeal of

President H6: he remembers everyone: SCholars, PeaSantS,

WOrkers・ traders, SOldiers・ the old, the young, males, females,

inhabitants of the middle reglOn・ peOPle of the high reglOn, the

religious and non-religious, COmbatants at the front, and villagers

in rear areas. Reviewmg the brilliant ac‘hievements obtained, he

does not forget the contribution of anyone; Ca11ing people to carry

Out neW taSks・ he clearly asslgnS the tasks to everyone.

(l) A w′oman士qualitleS are 「efIected in her wo「k (。∂/一g), aPpearanCe (d〃′一g)、

Ianguage (′Ig∂′r). and vlrtue (/!qI母Her dependence or obedience consls心in

the fact血t at home・ When unmarried声he must obey her falher: ma町ICd che

must obey her husband: When the husband die"he musI obey her son.

重6

For President II6, democracy lS nOt an arid doctrine. It is the

Vital sap changlng the Vietnamese, the Vietnamese nation, and

the Vietnamese land. Let’s read the letter addressed by palnter

Di今p Minh Chau to当he Old Father’’:

“Re岬eC砂/′y /O my Fa/heI.,

“Fo/.勅O yeaI・S /iO町CO所de所/’ryOW, ′●e岬0〃di/~g /O yOL/r

caII, / /!al,el CI面冊子astical′y joiI)ed l/ほNatioIla/ G〃aI‾ds 〔fWaI・

Zo/7e VII, b所g用g W初Ine my aI・t, T/!e A堆〃St Revo五両oI~ “ndeI・

yo研・ /eade/・Sl所/硯/ibeI-ated ′ny a′.t. rbday //口he great

I周叩e/!deIICe Dayjおtiv高es高Nam BO, / /肌,e /is/e′~ed /O yO研

Declaration of Independence,・ yO〃r Pathetic a′一d vigo′.OuS Call,

/ie SO撃:Long /iレ,e fJ∂ C/事了M初, ’’pe′かmed by ‘/~e訪ldre′読

oI・ga刷Za(io/! QfNaIn BO, /~aVe deeply moved ′ne・ / have c′`t my

aI-In aI)d t高t/! ′ny blood〆‘yo研h, /偽↓′e d′‾aW′Z yC’’げPOrl′‾aiル,海

面・ee C/高くh・eI廿epI・eSe/証I!g Cen/I・al, SoL/t/らaI~d Nort/7 VietI~am,

証/l,高g ,/高′・ I~ead5 ’o yo研・ Straggled beard・ / ′~aVe Pai′海d on

//)e Silk cqp初red by o〃/弓I・00pS d初産g //~e Cdy Gi∂′~g balIIe高

JL砂1947. SeeiI!g ′ny b/eedi′~g, my力vends /肋.′●iedl), Came /O

baIldage my W0勅d,・ //~ey We′●e CO′~Ce′《′7edjbr me・ / /0〃 [hem・’“

My b/00d ;s JI砂sed by yo町有comes方om my people" I am ′~Ot

so I・a訪/0 ††,aS/e五・ my W/!Ole body /!aS bee/) al/’eady cI〃ruSIed

to yo均Iny FatheI・.

“l I・e岬eC雄砂scnd my draw高g高b/00d Io ),0均′ny FaI/~er,

to叩u.e∫5. Iny gra[海de /O yOu Jbr ha高g /ibe′・ateC7 my a′●らa′Zd

/O maI碕st I/霊at Iny body a/)d so〃l /~aVe bee〃 Jmb〃ed高//~ //]e

vic/0/ツa〃d //7C’j?g偽証g岬iI-高が[/~e胴有oI!al I・eVOfutio′了’

In presenトday Vie↓nam, Can any One know how many Diep

Minh Chau-1ike people there are in various branches of activity?

On the celebration of the l,000th day of resistance・ the head-

quarters of War Zone V extolled the gallant feat of hero Ng6 May
in these terms:待Ng6 May, 27 years old, WaS a member of the
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“detemined-tO-die-for-nation,, troops of Regiment 120. He

VOlunteered to carry a bomb to blast away the gate of the enemy

POSt Of Thuchg An, aS Plamed in the attack agamSt the French

garrison. The order to postIrone the attack came. He regretted it

and day after day he wiped the bomb, Waiting for another oppor-

tunity. On December ll, 1947, in the Su6i Voi battle, he volun-

teered to carry the bomb to destroy an enemy tank. When the tank

Came, a mine was exploded. The French soldiers got out of the

amored vehicle to fight with our troops. Ng6 May waited for the

moment when the enemy was concentrated at one place and then

he jumped out with the bomb and detonated it. The enemy around

him was all killed. His own body was also destroyed, and only his

two legs were left. In his letter to his mother, he had written: ``I

Shall die most happily. Marma should not have any regret’’.

In the ranks of the national guards and the militia, Can any

One know how many Ng6 May-1ike persons there are?

The people remammg in Hanoi before December 19, 1946,

knew stories about the strange intelligence of children. In this

resistan亨e War, Children have recorded many outstanding

expIoits. They are the generation that will build the new Vietnam

in future.

President H6 0ften says: “We are not afraid of the lack of

men of talent. Anyone motivated by patriotism, devotion, and

SaCrifice can achieve great work’’. If great work cannot be done,

We Will do small jobs, PrOVided that we glVe Our utmOSt e節brt in

Our WOrk. Our service to the country and to President H6 are

equally valuable.

The patriotic emulation movement launched by President H6

in early 1948 is the most comprehensive and effective method to

mobilize all the energy and intelligence of the nation for national

defense and construction.
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A foreign JOumalist asked President H6: “What party do you

belong to?,, He answered:負Mine is the Party of Vietnam’’・

The Party of Vietnam is the Party of all of us. Any

Vietnamese servant of the country and people belongs to that

Party. Only those who exclude themselves from the great family

Of Vietnam, Who are reslgned to serve the enemy in undermining

the Govemment’s resistance war and national construction, are

not members of that Party. If so they wi11 have no place in

PreSent day Vietnam.

To learn什om President H6

President H6 is the image of presenトday Vietnam, and the

image of the Vietnamese people in the past and the future.

President H6 has gathered all the qulnteSSenCe Of the

Viemamese nation. He has also gathered the quintessence of the

PreSent-day civilized world and progressive mankind. He once

lived in Russia; he studied the October Revolution and

Marxism. A greater part of his activities abroad was in China. He

had great sympathy for Sun Yat Sen’for the Chinese revolution

and people. He understood the U.S.A, and he often praised the

national liberation revolution of the U.S. people. He was a long-

Standing and sentimental friend of France and the French

PeOPle, and the great French Revolution of 1789. But through

President H6, the quintessence of the world has be印

Vietnamized and has acquired the appearance, the mamer, and

the language, and even the spirit of Vietnam.

President H6 has combined the qulnteSSenCe Of Vietnam and

the world to lead the August 1945 Revolution and to create the

democratic republican reglme, WIPmg Out thousands of years of

dictatorial monarchism. Now, Standing behind him, the
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Vietnamese people are carrylng Ou=he resistance war and

national construction. A new Vietnam and new-tyPe Vietnamese

have gradua11y appeared amidst the flames of the struggle.

Formerly, in both the East and the West・ Philosophers taught

people “to perfect yourself・ tO manage yOur household, to rule

your country, and to pacify the masses,,・皿ese philosophers not

only established royal dynasties・ POlitical systems・ neW ideoIog-

ical and ethical eras, but they exerted deep influences on the

ev。Iution of mankind. President H6 reminds us of these ancient

philosophers.恥in the past, the scheme “to perfect yourself・ to

manage your family, tO rule your country・ and to pacify the

masses・・ could only be partly realized only because of limited

historical conditions. Now there are favorable conditions for

achievlng those opjectives.

Therefore the Viemamese people are noW leamng from

President H6. What do we leam from him then?

To learn to be Ioyal to the country and devoted to t!とe PeOP!e

All his life, he has taught us this maxim and he wi11 continue

to do it. This duty will never end. We have been leamlng it・ and

we will continue to leam it, and the leamlng Will never end.

Because as Iong as Vietnam and the Vietnamese people exist・ We

still have to leam to be loyal to the country and devoted to the

PeOPle.

Loyalty to the country and devotion to the people are the

roots of our activities. If the roots are sOlid, the tree will be solid,

bearing fresh leaves and fine fruits.

Loyalty to the country and devotion to the people consist in

making the country independent・ PrOSPerOuS and powerful・ and

the people froe and happy. We make the country independent’

20

PrOSPerOuS and powerful with a view to making the people free

and happy. And only when the PeOPle are free and happy, Can the

country really be independent’PrOSperOuS and powerful. Now

the people and country are one. President H6 has elldeavored to

teach us this idea∴rherefore no force and no stratagem can

deviate us from our path and make us lose our way・

Tb leam to be loyal to the country and devoted to the people

is to leam how to carry out the resistance war and national

construction, hoW tO mObilize the force of the whole people for

these purposes, how to strengthen and perfect the democratic

repub】ican regime, the citade】 for opposition to forelgn aggreS-

sion and intemal betrayal, and how to餌fill the duty of a

Vietnamese citizen, nO matter Where, When, and what circum-

StanCeS yOu are in.

To leam to be loyal to the country and devoted to the people

is to leam how to make sacrifices and efforts in the interests of

the country and the people, aS President H6 has done all his life・

He has nothing for himself. The interests of the country and the

people are his interests.皿e supreme interests of the country, the

daily interests of the people are subjects of his concem, day and

night. His family is the great family of Vietnam. Though he has

nothing m Private, he`is very rich・ With the prospects of glory for

the country and the people. He lives with the soul of the nation;

today he shares the woes and joys with the people; tOmOrrOW’

together with the people, he will sing the triumphal hymn. He is

very happy and wants us to be loyal to the country and devoted

to the people so as to live in happlneSS With all the people.

To learn to achieve nationa! unity

President H6 day after day reminds us of this objective

because this is the decisive factor for the survival of the nation
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in this war. We have leamed to recognize this objective but we

have not achieved it yet. We have worked for it but our effort is

not yet su批cient.

Tbday, mOre than ever, We reView the lesson on national unity

taught by our Old Father‥高Unity assures life; division brings

death,,, the enemy today can pin their hope only on their activity

to divide and destroy us.

Tbday we review the lesson with all our loyalty and faithful-

ness to the country, the people, and President H6. We will, With

a11 sincerity. correct our errors and overcome our shortcomings.

Tb leam to unite all the people consists in integrating our

personal interests into the common interests of the nation, and in

being one-minded with the whole people in order to secure the

common interests of the nation. It consists in sacrificing sma11

things to secure the greater objectives, and sacrificing the tran-

sien=o obtain the etemal. It consists in working for the country,

Which is actually.working for oneself. If the country is Iost・ the

family will disintegrate.

Tb leam to unite all the people also consists in eradicating the

SPirit of isolation, narrOW mindedness, SuSCePtibility, Prejudice,

conceitedness , Self-Pride, Pretentiousness , grOundless suspICIOn,

and unprincipled conflict, We can be very di飾erent from one

another‾in ideology, POlitical stance, Character, aS Well as in

SOCial position. But we all are patriotic, and we should under-

stand one another, be tolerant to one another, love one another,

and be united.

Tb leam to unite all the people also consists in prevailing over

individualism and sectarianism advocating that ``what pertains to

me is the best, and prevailing over the attitude that in my posl-

tion, my locality, my WOrk, my branch of actlVlty, and what is

good is mine, What is bad belongs to others.’’皿us conflict証ic-
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tion’dishamony arise between the mi量itary, the political, and the

Civillan Circles; they even arise within the military itself, e.g.

between the National Guards corps and the militia; Within the

Govemment’e.g. between the administration and the special

branch; and within society, e.g. between Viet Minh and Lien

Vi今t. These are manifestations of division leading to death.

Vietnam is one, the Vietnamese resistance war is one; any

SeCtion and any individual must submit to the whole.

Tb leam to unite all the people is to eliminate all that can

divide us and to nurture a11 that can unite us. At the same time

Our individual characteristics should be maintained because they

are our national assets. President H6　who unites a11 the

Vietnamese people remains President H6, the outstanding man.

A pagoda in the shade of a century-Old tree and the bell tower of

a cathedral enhance the beauty of our country. Twenty million

Vietnamese people, tWenty million brains but only one mind.

We should remember that to leain from President H6 is first

and fundamentally to leam how to unite all the people.

To Iearn to struggie

President H6,s life is one ofharsh struggle. He uuremittingly

OPPOSeS the imperialist aggressors and all forces that prevent the

development of Vietnam.

He says: “We had rather die than to be enslaved.,, He also

SayS: “The Vietnamese people will fight until final triumph.,,

He always recommends that we should keep our spirit fim,

Our mind perspICaCIOuS・ and our constitution strong for struggle.

He also recommends that we should avoid being now optimistic,

now pessimistic・ being negligent, Seeking our safety only, and

letting things go adrifL His spirit in struggle is to be leamed:
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bravery, forcefulness, COurage・ tenaCity, nO=O be haughty when

victorious; nOt tO be despaired when defeated’and determination

to fight until final victory. Ile says: ``Vietnam wi11 be unified and

independent”.

We should leam from him about the struggle against forelgll

aggression, famine, illiteracy and physical weakness; the devo-

tion to the resistancc war and national construction, the efforts to

overcome the innumerable obstacles set by the imperialists and

the feudalists, and also the struggle against what is obsolete in

our own person, the errors and shortcomlngS that everyone has.

We should also leam about the incessant struggle for building a

new Vietnam and new Vietnamese.

President H6 often says‥高There is nothing easy・ nOr anything

difficult:, That means: however easy, efforts are required to bring

the work to success, and however difficult the work may be, With

methods and plans, We Wi‖ finally achieve it.

That is a lesson on will, On determined strugg喜e, On the high

revolutionary spirit of the oppressed’a lesson on energy・

courage, and l.eSOlution in any job and any circumstance・ and a

lesson of tenacity, PerSeVeranCe’and austerity in daily life. That

is also a lesson on confidence in the unlimited strength of the

Vietnamese people and the world people・ in the certain future

victory of our glorious cause. Therefore it is the lesson on the

optimism of the combatant and victor.

To learn scienti鯖c theory and method

President H6,s revolutionary activities glVe uS a Valuable

lesson that revolution and politics are scientific, i.e. to be

success餌, a reVOlution or a political o切ective must be based on

a scientific docthne and carried out scientifically. Scientific theory
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and method have helped President H6 be realistic and grasp the

OPPOrtunity to put forward and implement correct policies.

President H6,s genial talent and clear-Sighted leadership take

source in that fact.

Tb leam President H6’s∴SCientific theory lS above all to

believe in what is right, fine, and just and to believe in the

Strength of the developmg democratic movement for realizing

these fine things. That is why we will win victory over the impe-

rialists and colonialists because we are democratic and they are

reactionary, Our CauSe lS JuSt and theirs unJuSt, and we are good

and they are bad.

Tb leam President H6’s scientific method is to leam to work

according to plans and in an organized way, nO matter Whether

the work is important or minor, temPOrary Or long tem. We

Should know that when President H6 allots work to a per?On, the

latter must have a plan of execution and discuss the plan with

him. It is recommended that the plan should be realistic and

COnforming to the capability of the performer. ``Any work should

be realistic and practicable. We should begin with easy minor

tasks and gradually assume more important, mOre difficult

tasks’’(President H6’s letter to the Vietnamese youth).

President H6’s scientific theory and method, in brief, are the

means to carry out successfully the resistance war, tO SeCure

independence, tO build the democratic republican reglme, and

to strengthen an independent, free, and happy Vietnam. They

are also to cleverly wage guerilla warfare, tO Strive for move-

ment warfare, tO increase production for self-Sufficiency, tO

develop popular education, and lo introduce a new way of

living.

The movement of patriotic emulation is mobilizing the whole

people on the path of making effort and progress. It is the move-
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ment of leammg President H6’s scientific theory and method

because whoever well grasps this theory and method will succeed.

′ro learn industriousness, thriftiness. integrity and righleous-

These four terms imply the fine qualities necessary for every

Vietnamese in the cause “to perfect yourself, tO manage yOur

family, tO rule your country, and to pacify the masses’’・ They

represent disinterestedness and complete respect for public prop-

erty and work.

Tb learn these qualities is the duty of govemment o飾cials

and workers in popular organizations. It is also the duty of all

Vietnamese citizens.

We should leam President H6’s industriousness and thrifti-

ness because our country lS POOr and at war. All. of us have to

work hard to obtain our bowI of rice. We may produce a full

bowl but we should only eat half of it.

We should leam President H6’s integrity and righteousness

because these qualities are the foundations of our community

life. We should be honest and righteous in our attitude and

action with regard to money and our duty’With regard to our

neighbors and vi11age fe1lows and to our compatriots.

Industriousness, thri鮎ness, integrity and righteousness are

the characteristics of a prosperous society. Their contraries are

the characterislics of a declining society. In Vietnam today,

Which is being at war and under construction, laziness, WaSte-

fulness, dishonesty, and unrighteousness are adversities that are

not a11owed to exist and to be tolerated by the Vietnamese

PeOPle. Nevertheless, these impermissible behaviors are still

Seen in a number of persons, branches of activity, and cities.
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Therefore, tO be industrious, thrifty honest, and righteous

COnSist in eradicating wastefulness, bribery, embezzlement,

gambling’and speculation' hoarding, black marketing, and

Smuggle" A11 that is bad and obsolete should be eliminated, and

at the same time all that is useful and profitable to the people

and the State should be encouraged.

Tb leam from President H6 is to leam to be loyal to the

COuntry and devoted to the people, tO realize national cohesion,

to struggle, tO aPPly scientific theory and method, and to be

industrious, thrifty, honest, and righteous. Other lessons of his

are to leam his politica=ines, tO leam from his leadership of the

national liberation revolution over the past 30 years; tO leam to

make our eyes shrewd, CaPable of understanding the situation of

each moment, and grasping all of its aspects, tO leam to see the

forest and each tree; tO know oneself and to know others, tO

avoid shortsightedness and subjectiveness, and thereby to act at

the opportune moment and to adopt a correct policy; and to leam

his way of writing and speaking. Generally, his speech contains

few words but is rich in meaning; his written sentences are

Simple and brief, but his ideas are rich, eaSy tO understand, tO

remember, and to practice. His letters, his interviews, and his

Ca11s constitute a storehouse of instructions that we should

frequently refer to for action. Tb leam from the Hesident is also

to leam his way of treating human beings and soIving a批しirs, Of

PerSuading men by reason and movmg men by kindheartedness,

and of laying regulations through his own actions. Tb leam from

President H6: How can we exhaustively leam from him!

Therefore・ finally we leam his method of learnmg: tO leam while

WOrking・ tO WOrk for the puxpose of leammg, tO leam for the

PuxpOSe Of working, tO leam through books and through practise,

to leam the experience of others, and particularly to leam from

the masses, the teachers of a11 of us.
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However, tO leam from President H6 is not difficult. Any

Vietnamese knows what kind of man the President is, What he

always says, and what he does all his life" The simple common

man understands President H6 more easily than others. So a11

Vietnamese can leam打om him. Moreover, he gives lessons to

cach group of people separately: the old・ the young・ the rich’the

poor, the military men a=he front・ the vi11agers in the rear, the

govemment servants, Writers, artists, PeOPle having left the cities

for war evacuation reason, the people in enemy-OCCuPied

reglOnS, and Vietnamese residents abroad.

In fact, tO leam from President H6 is very easy, because what

he teaches us is already found in our hean and mind. Thinking

it over, We Can reCall that we have leamed from our forefathers

the concepts of loyalty to the country and devotion to the people;

solidarity in struggle; and industriousness, thriftiness, integrity,

and righteousness. Reflecting, We Shall better understand

President H6 and the practlClng Of his teachings will be no

Ionger di珊cult.

President H6 is the image of the Vietnamese people. His

stature is that of the nation, but he lowers himself to suit the

stature of any Vietnamese and raises any Vietnanese to his

Lo! President H6 is stretching his arm to raise us up, 1et us

heave our bodies up!
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PRESIDENT HO CHI MINH,

THE FOUNDER, TEACHER AND

LEADER OF OUR PARTY*

Tr章′∂れg Chきれh鮒

… The revolutionary successes we have achieved to date

have been possible thanks to the sacrifices made for the revolu-

tion by countless comrades, COmbatants, Party members and

Other people. They have overcome all difficulties and hardships

to fulfill all TCVOlutionary tasks assigned to them by our great

President H6 Chf Minh, the founder, teaCher and leader of our

Pa直y.

President H6 Chf Mi血founded the Vietnam Revolutionary

Youth Association, a forerunner of the Indochinese Communist

Pa巾y.

PIesident H6 Chf Minh merged the first t山ee communist

Organizations of Vietnam - the Indochinese Communist Party

(Northem Vietnam), the Indochinese Communist League

(Central Vietnam) and the Annamese Communist Party

(S。uthem Vietnam) - into the Communist Party of Vietnam

Which was later renamed the Indochinese Communist Party.

Since the Indochinese Cormunist Party came into being,

Whether at home or abroad, President H6 Chi Mi血has always

* Exce申from the report On lhe VlemameSe Revo/所on to the 2nd party

Congress held in February 1951,

** Tr同ng Chinh (1907-1988), General Secretary of the Communist Party of

Vietnam from 1941 to 1956 and from July to December 1986.
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Shown great concem for the Party. He has trained it into a new

type of revolutionary Party of the working class, led i"hrough

a11 difficulties and dangers and caused it to win one victory after

another.

He has personally trained cadres and Party members. He has

Set a bright example of industriousness, thrift, integrity, and

uprjghtness; Of total dedication to the public interest and self-

lessness; Of detemination to struggle and absolute loyalty to the

Party, the working class and the nation; and of energy, PerSeVer-

ance, Simplicity and modesty.

He has taught us to unite the whole Party, 1ove our comrades

and take care of our cadres, Who constitute the most valuable

asset of our Party and our State. He has taught us to preserve

broad national unity to carry on our protracted war of resistance.

He has taught us the method of criticism and self-Criticism in

the ideological struggle within the Party and the National United

Front.

He has taught us to practice a careful style of work, tO mqulre

into and study problems, keep m CIose contact with the mass

movements, and avoid falling into errors of bureaucracy and

authoritarianism.

He has taught us to associate revolutionary ardor with revo-

lutionary realism in all things.

He has taughl us keep in cIose contact with the masses,

believe in the masses, 1eam from the masses, but also to lead

them, COmmg forward and setting examples for the masses to

follow, and never to tail after the masses.

十Ie has taught us that to keep a cIose relationship with the

masses, We Should speak and write so as to be uhderstood by the

masses. He said that to lead thc people, We muSt Win their trust,

admiration, and love.
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He has taught us always to grasp the main objective in a

SequenCe Of operations, COnCentrate Our Strengfh and imagma-

tion on it, With the determination to achieve it at a11 costs and

then to advance further.

He has taught us to combine ardent patriotism with genuine

PrOletarian intemationalism.

His most precious teaching lS always /O aSSOCiate /heoIγ With

practice, and creatively 〔やply Ma;五sm-Le肩nism /0 /he岬ec雄c

COnditions qf the co〃n/ry.

Deeply imbued with Marxism-Leninism, he has judiciously

app賞ied i=o every eventuality: he has always combined strict-

ness of prmCiple with flexibility of tactics, and never let himself

be deflected from revolutionary o切ectives by any immediate

advantage.

He has taught us to work in such a way that our Party, When

WOrking out sIogans and policies, Should base itself not on rigid

fomulas leaml by hean, but on the specific conditions of the

Vieしnamese revoiution together with the actual situation at home

and abroad. He underscored the importance of studying the

experiences of our country and at the same time leamlng Selec-

tively from the experiences of other countries.

He has taught us that whenever the situation has changed・

new conditions for the revolutionary movement have appeared,

and shifts have occuITed in the ranks of our enemies as well as

our a11ies, We Should reconsider at once our revolutionary poli-

cjes and sIogans, basing our assessments on the new situation to

work out revised directio11S, Strategies and tactics・ instead of

Sticking to outdated guidelines.

We have found that at each tumlng POint of the Vietnamese

revolution, President H6 Chi Minh has quickly put it on the
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right tack. Thanks to that, the boat of ollr Party has weathered

many stoms and steered clear of a= rocks and rapids and forged

ahead toward its goal. All these successes stem from the fact

that he has always /frmly held our compa∫5.・ Ma/‾亮sm-

Lenini∬77.

We must do our best to leam from President H6 Chi Minh,

the great teacher of the Viemamese revolution, and unite

Single-mindedly around him, always uphold the banner of

Marxism-Leninism, Jo complete Jhe /iberation c!f o研I)ation,

develqp people’s democracy, and advance /OWard socialism.

… Tb make our revolution successful and‘ our resistance

Victorious, We Should make great efforts to strengthen the

National United Front, Strengthen the people’s army and

PeOPle’s govemment, PrOmOte intemational unity. The most

important is to make our Party clean and powerful, based on

the MarxisトLeninist line and a sound platform in conformity

with the new conditions of our revolution in order to lead the

mass resistance, tO defea=he invaders, tO Perform the cause of

national independence and unification, tO firmly step on the

Path to people’s democracy and socialism.

There remain many d距iculties. We cannot be subjective

and self-Su珊cient. And under the leadership of our Party and

President H6 Chi Minh, We Surely gain the entire triumph.
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LAST TRIBUTE OF THE CENTRAL

COMMITTEE OF THE VIETNAM

WORKERS’PARTY

侃ead dy Comrade Le Dz‘㌫葦αt fhe memoriαl

ceremo砂foγ Presideni H6 cht Minh oJ1

9ih S印青ember 1969)

Fellowmen and combatants throughout the country,

comrades and friends.

Our venerated and beloved President H6 Chi Minh is no

more!

This is a tremendous Ioss! B。undless is our grief!

Our people and Party have lost a leader of genius and a great

teacher.

The intemational communist movement, the nationaトIibera-

tion movement and all progressive mankind have lost an illus-

trious fighter, a StaunCh comrade-in-amS and a dear friend.

Our people and combatants in the whole country moum him

in boundless grief! Our brothers and friends a11 over the world

Share our deep sorrow.

*

*　　　*

* Le Du紬(1907-1986), the First Secretary of the Central Committee, then

General Secretary of the Communist Party of Vietnam from 1960 to 1986.
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For over sixty years, from his youth [O his last moment,

President H6 Chf Minh dedicated his whole life to the revolu-

tionary cause of oしlr PeOPle and of the world’s people. His was

an exalted life, full of hardships and sacrifices, mOSt nOble and

rich, immeasurably pure and beautiful.

With his ardent patriotism, President H6 Chf Minh soon

embraced Marxism-Leninism, in which he found the light that

WOuld show the path to salvation for the people and the country.

He was the first Vietnamese to creatively apply Marxism-

Leninism to the conditions of our country and to chart the course

for the Vietnamese revolution so that it could advance step by

SteP, from victory to victory.

President H6 Chi Minh was the founder, leader and educator

Of our Party, the builder of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam

and the National United Front, the beloved father of the

Vietnamese people’s amed forces. He was the very soul, the

Shining banner that led our entire Party, Our entire people, Our

entire army to unite as one man and struggle gallantly, thus

Wrltlng the most glorious pages in the history of our Homeland.

Our nation, Our PeOPle and our land gave birth to President

H6 Chi Minh, the great national hero, and he, in tum, has

CO¥′ered them with glory.

*

He personified the essential character of our nation, he

Symbolized the indomitable will shown by the Vietnamese

people over four thousand years of history. “Nothing lS mOre

PreCious than independence and freedom’’・ “We would rather

endure and sacrifice than lose independence and be slaves’’・

Such is the pressmg Patriotic summons of the Homeland at this

moment, the call of our forefathers from time immemorial a11d
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Our SaCred duty to all future generations. He said: “Vietnam is

One COuntry, the Vietnamese are one nation’’. “1he 5buth is the

blood of Vietnamese blood, the flesh of Vietnamese flesh,,.

During his lifetime’he always followed closely every step of the

revolution for the liberation of the South; day and night he

thought of our countrymen and fighters in the South with

immense love.

Parting from him, We VOW:

Forever /O Car′γ al`折/he bamer Q/’national Jndependence,

to /ight and dq/わt /he U.S. aggressors, 10 /iberate /he South,

d〆訪d /he North, and rewnめ) /he country ;n fv碕Ilment Qf his

wish.

*

The most cherished desire of President H6 Chf Minh was to

See the Homeland liberated and the people happy. He said, “I

have only one desire, a mOSt eameSt desire - to aChieve

ConPlete independence for our people, and opportunities for

a1l our countrymen to have adequate food and cIothing and

education’’. He also said: ``The North must advance to

socialism".

During his lifetime, he gave his warm affection to his

PeOPle, yOung and old, men and women, in the North and in the

South, in the plains and in the mountains. Departing from this

WOrld, he left ``boundless Iove" for the whole people, the whole

Party, the whole army, and to his nephews and nieces, the

youth and children.

Parting from him, We VOW:

7b go on devoting all our strengtl! /0 /he realization Q声he

l(招), ;deal (ゾfOCialism and comm研高m /hat he set /br owr
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WOI-king cla$S and people, SO aS /O aChie†,e PrOSperity /br our

land and /己a囲iItleSS jbr o研・ CO〃n年yme杵

*

*.　　　*

PIesident H( Chf Minh devoted constant attention and efforts

to the building of our Party mtO a fimly welded structure. He said,
“The strength of the Party lies in its unity and oneness of mind’’・

He was the incamation of national unity, Of North-South brother-

hood. He said, “Unity, urity, great unity. Success, SuCCeSS, great

SuCCeSS’’・ He always advised us to preserve and enhance our tradi-

tions of unity and our love for our cou血ymen and comrades.

Parting from him, We VOW:

With all o町heart &nd strength /O preSe′‾Ve /he “′砂Q告he

戸4Ity aS We Wbuld /he岬ples q/‘0〃r eyeS, /0 ;I)CreaSe勅e力ghling

訪ength〆thlらParty, /′~e ”~‘Clez# Qfnational z‘nity, and /O C′聞,セ

total victory /か/he revol〃tionaIγ CauSe (ゾJhe Vietnamese

WOI・妨g class and "ation.

*

President H6 Chf Minh was a lofty symboI of genuine patri-

Otism cIosely combined with proletarian intemationalism. His

heart and mind were dedicated both to the Vietnamese nation

and to the proletariat and the oppressed peoples in the whole

WOrld. As a faithful disciple of Karl Marx and V.I. Lenin,

President H6 Ch王Minh was not only a great patriot, but also an

OutStanding fighter in the intemational communist movement

and the nationa1 1iberation to the movement of the 20th century.

President H6 Chi Minh constantly taught us to devote our care

and attention to the preservation of intemational solidarity, for

the sake of our high duty to the world revolution.
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Parting from him, We VOW:

Tb constantly cnhance /he甲re高庇rI乙atio′Zalist se所iments

shOW) by PresideI!t H∂ Chl Minh, do oW wtmost /O COntrib〃te /O

the reStOralioI! and develapmeI!t (f solida肩ty a′ld ”毒ty ;n /he

SOCialist camp a′~d an70′~g r厄f.ater′つal parties on /he basis Qf

MaI・Xism-LeI硝高m aI)d proletariaI! ;所eI-nationali5m; /O

strengtheI! SOlidaI・ity and在ends妬, amOng [he I′めc扉ne∫e

peqples告O e.γteIid w/role-/まearted s型port /0 /he revoル扉oI!ary

movement Q/’other peoples; and /O make an active contrib研io′~

to /he str准gle q声he world’s pe叩le /br pea。e, ”atio′~al ;nde-

pendence, democracy and JOCialism.

*

President H6 Chi Minh’s great life was an ever-Shining

example of staunch revolutionary courage, the splrit of inde-

Pendence and soverelgnty, deep Iove for the people, tOtal dedi-

Cation to the public interest and complete selflessness, mOdesty

and simplicity. President H6 Chf Minh taught us, “Our Party

Should preserve absolute purity and prove worthy of its ro看e as

the leader and very loyal servant of the people’’.

Parting from him, We VOW:

All o#r /昨/0 /earn #om his virtues and Jtyle Q/’work, /0

句Ster reVOl〃tionary virt〃eS, #arles砂'畑Ce haI‾dsh函and JaC′●十

万ces, and /0 /eInper O〃rSelves ;nto〆ghters /oyal /0 /Ile PaIrウa′~d

the people, WOrthy Qf being Ais comrades and his disciples・

Followlng his cxaInple, O〃r Cntire people and youth pledge /O do

their best Jo steel /hemselves /nto "eW men, maSter.S CZf /′~eiI-

co〃所ry and masters (fthe "e", SOCie砂aI裏d /O Carry his高ViIZ-

Cible bamer /0 /hejinal goal.

*

*　　　*
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President H6　Chi Minh is no more! But he left us an

extremely precious legacy. This is the H6 Chi Minh epoch, the

most br皿ant one in our nation’s glorious history. This is the era

Of independence and freedom for the Homeland, the era of

SOCialism in our country.

The whole nation and each of us individually feel etemal

gratitude to him for the immense services he rendered to us.

In the presence of his splrit, We VOW tO remain faithful to him

all our life, tO Struggle with all our heart and energy, tO Weld

OurSelves into iron-1ike unity, Struggle with self-abnegation to

fulfill our noble duty to the independence and freedom of the

Homeland and the happiness of the people, and to make a

WOrthy contribution to the revolutionary cause of the world’s

PeOPle.

President H6 Chi Minh is no more! But he is always here to

guide us. We still feel his constant presence by our side. For we
COntinue to follow the path charted by him, and carry on his

great work. For he will forever live with our mountains and

rivers, and his name and image will be ever more deeply

engraved in the heart and mind of each of us.

*

Dear comrades and fellow-COuntrymen,

Parting from us, Uncle H6 left a historic 7おtament for our

Party, for all countrymen and for combatants in both South and

North. These are his ultimate recommendations, his sentiments

towards, and his confidence in the present and future genera-

uOnS.

Let us prove ourselves worthy of him!
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Let us contain our grief, Struggle valiantly, ardently march

forward, OVerCOme all obstacles and di餓culties and be resoIved

to defeat the U.S, aggreSSOrS COmPletely, build socialism

SuCCeSSfu11y and fulfi11 the pledge of honor we are making in this

SaCred farewell to him!

President H∂ Chl Minh, /he great /eader, /he venerated and

beloved /eacher Qf o〃r Parり) and peqple, Will /ive /brever!
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PRESIDENT HO CHI MINH, THE GREAT

LEADER OF OUR PARTY AND NATION*

L6 DこI富れ

The Vietnamese people are very heroic.

In the long process of national construction aIld defense, Our

people had soon acquired national conscience and manifested

deep patriotism. Under the French domination, OVer nearly one

century, Our PeOPle did not resign themselves to slavery and

continuously stood llP m amS agains=he invaders and the trai-

tors. But all the previous patriotic movementS OPPOSlng the

French met wi[h failure.

In the 1920s, after the royalist uprlS】ngS Were eXtingしIished,

the ebullien=iberation movement of our people met with a

profound crisis of lines and policies. The French coIonialists,

on one hand, harshly repressed and terrorized the patriots; On

the other, they diffused the ideas of submission and encour-

aged by every means the tendency of making r`誼oms and

compromises. Within the ranks of the people, the struggle

regarding the way to carry out nationa1 1iberation also became

acute among the patriotic forces, between two main tenden-

cies, that of the young proletarian class and that of the national

CaPitalists. These forces presented their political programs to

Win popular support.

* Excerpt from UI!der Ihe G/orio鵜Ba肋er〆’l/~e Parり,, Lel Us S存立′e jbr

l毒epe′~de′~Ce, Freedo′n・ Socia/ls′n∴a′~d Ad‘,a′にe ’o New V‘C′Ories・ Truth

Publishing House, Hanol, 1970.
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At this very moment, President H6 with his intelligence and

his experience in revolutionary activity・ met the presslng

demand of Vietnamese history. Overcomlng the limitations of

the patriotism of the scholars and the bourgeois-minded revolu-

tionaries of that time, PresidenしH6 Chi Minh had early come to

Marxism-Leninism and adopted the path of proletarian revolu-

tion. He said〆`Tb save the country and to liberate the people,

there is no other way than the proletarian revolution甲)

The first great deed of President H6 Chi Mi血was the

linkage of the Vietnamese revolutionary movement with the

intemational worker movement, 1eading血e Vietnamese people

to the path he himself had followed from patriotism to Marxism-

Leninism. This. was the only way for liberation, OPened by the

Russian October Revolution for the working people and the

OPPreSSed people all over the world.

Marxism-1,eninism came to the Vietnamese people like
負water for the thirsty, Or food for the hungry traveler in his Iong

march.,,(2) It attracted the Vietnamese patriots to adopt the path

of the proletarian revolution and aroused a strong national and

democratic movemen=hroughout the colmtry ln Which the

working class had becomel an independent political force. The

.associatioII Of Marxism-Leninism, the most revolutionary

ideoIogy of the time, With the energetic struggle movement of

the working class, aS We11 as the close alliance of the latter with

the patriotic movement of an actively revolutionary people・ led

to the founding of our Party on February 3rd, 1930.

This event marked a fundamental turning peint in the history

of the Vietnamese revolution. It was the diffusion of Marxism-

(1 ) H Chi Minh. co〃岬/e/e Wor応Second edition. National Politics Publishing

House. Hanoi, 1996, VOl. 9, P. 314.

(2)H ChfMinh. Op.cit. Vo1 8, P. 57l"
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Leninism in a colohial and semi-feudal country, the first neces-

Sary PreParation for the most glorious period of uprising and the

greatest leap forward in the history of the Vietnamese people,s

development’beginnmg With the Augus=945 Revolution and

the setting up of the Democratic Repub]ic of Vietnam.

The forty years of our Party’s history have been forty years

Of glorious revolutionary struggle.

It is the history of several continuous revolutionary surges

and several heroic insurrections: the 1930-1931 and the 1936-

1939 revolutionary surges, the 1940-1945 national salvation

movement that led to the success ofthe August 1945 Revolution.

It is the history of the two wars of resistance by a heroic

people against the French colonialists and the U.S. imperialist

aggressors for the achievement’of nationa=iberation and

defense, thereby contributing to the great struggle movement of

the world peoples for peace, national independence’democracy

and socialism.

It is also the history of the two great revolutions of our era:

the people’s national democratic revolution and the socialist

revolution・ Over the las=en years, under the leadership of our

Party and the National Liberation Front of South Vietnam, these

two revolutionary tasks were cIosely combined into one

COmmOn Objective, namely to liberate the South, tO defend the

North・ and eventua11y to peacefully unify the country.

Under the leadership of our Party headed by great President

H6 Chi Minh, the en血e Vietnamese people have written the

finest pages of our national history and brought our country into

the era of independence, freedom, and socialism.

Leading the Vietnamese revolution over the past forty years,

Our Party and President H6 Chi Mi血have ushered our peoi)le
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On面he lnlemational arena as the flrSt 。OIonial and dependent

people who ha‘γe SuCCeSSfully carried o…he national ljberation

re‘′Olution and seized power in al岨e country: aS One Of the first

peoples who ha¥′e Vanquished o]d c‘}lonialism’thereby opcnlng

血e hump-after-lしImP COllapse of the imperla-ist coIonial system;

as the vanguard combatants who are defeating U.S. neo-COIo-

nialism言he ring leader of imperialism and the intemational

gendarme.

By our magnificent anti-imperialist arid antirfeudalist victo-

l.ies and our successes o自he socialist revolution in North

Vietnam・ Our Party-led working class and people, tOgether with

the people of the brother socialist countries, are mOSt aCtively

COntributjng to the process of historical change of the world in

the present era.

The brilliant successes of the Vietnamese people over the

PaSt forty years stem from the clear-Sighted leadership of our

Party, a Party absolutely faith餌to the supreme interests of the

WOrking class and the nation.

Every step forward of the Vietnamese revolution and our

PeOPle is a success of Marxism-Leninism, the invincible revolu-
tionary doctrine and the radiant truth of the present era.

It is [he great victory of the militant so】idarity of the working

PeOP】e and the entire Vietnamese people who are fighting

Shoulder to shoulder with the brother peoples of I.aos and

Cambodia agalnSt the common enemy for independence,

freedom, and socialism.

The successes of the Vietnamese revolution over the past

forty years are related to the development of the world revolu-

tion in thc new era - the era of transition from capitalism to

SOCialism on a world scale - that began w血the great Russian

October Revolution and then the victory of the Soviet Union

43



over the German-Italian-Japanese fascists. We should also

mention on that score, the triumph of the Chinese revolution, the

superior force of the entire socialist bloc which is the most deci-

sive factor of the develめPment Of human history, the strong

nationa=iberation movement, the struggle movement of the

working class and labouring people in the capitalist countries,

the broad democratic and peace movement a11 over the world.

Tb obtain the present success, Our Party and people have

overcome innumerable hardship and ordeals. Under the bamer

of the Party, unCOuntable cadres’Party members, COmPatriots・

and combatants have sacrificed themselves to enhance the

heroism of the vanguard class and the nation, tO Set in relief their

boundless faithfulness to the fatherland, tO the national libera-

tion cause, and to invincible Marxism-Leninism. These exam-

ples of heroism wi11 1ive forever with our people, Our Party, With

Our PreSent generation and for thousands of generations to

follow.

… President H6 was the sower of MarxisトLeninist seeds in

Vietnam, making the Vietnamese revolution bear fruits. He

trained a great number of outstanding cadres for our Party and

endeavored to build our Party into a united and one-minded

bloc. Led and trained by President H6 Chf Minh, the teacher of

the Vietnamese revolution, the great nationa] hero, and an

eminent intemationalist combatant, Our Party soon became a

new type of Party of the working class with rich experlenCe and

a glorious history of struggle.

Each progress of our Party and people over the past lO years

was related to the eventful and fine life of President H6 Chi

Minh. His life of activity, Our Party and the people’s cause

COnStitute an etemal epic of the Vietnamese revolution.
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UNCLE HO, THE FINEST VIETNAMESE*

L6 D撮み

… President H6 Chi Mi血was the greatest personality in

Vietnamese modem history, the embodiment of the revolu-

tionary path of Vietnam, and the struggle and success of the

Vietnamese revolution.

Having been a most enthusiastic patriot, after many years of

peregrination to seek a way to save the people and the country,

having lived as a worker and participated in the broad struggle

of the working class, yOung Nguyen Ai Qu6c had gone from

national liberation to proletarian revolution, from patriotism to

Marxism-Leninism. He understood the great truth of our epoch

that independence and freedom must go along with socialism.

And throughout his life of ebullient and eventful activity,

President H6 Chi Minh raised high the bamer of national inde-

Pendence and socialism, OVerCame innumerable di縦culties and

Cha11enges to lead our people in very heroic struggles and to win

most brilliant successes that radically changed the life of our

COuntry and contributed a great impact on the development of

WOrld history.

The reason of Hesident H6’s success is that he built our Party

into a new type Party of the working class, absolutely faithful to

the ideal of national and social liberation, always associating 〔he

Vanguards of the working class with the popular masses, the real

* Excerpt of the opening speech at the grand meeting to celebrate the 90th

anniversary of President H6 alf Minh’s birthday in May 1980.
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makers of history who have extraordinary strength and unlimited

CaPability. He did his utmost to educate, tO Organize, and to mobi-

1ize all strata of people to stand up for national salvation and

COnStruCtion. He realized and ceaselessly consolidated the

WOrker-peaSant alliance as the basis of血e National United Front;

he organized the people’s amed forces and set up the revo]u-

tionary govemment and built the new regme.

Tbgether with the Party, he organized and led all the revolu-

tionary work of the Vietnamese people, thereby harmoniously

COmbining the qumteSSenCe Of the nation and the intelligence of

the era, inheriting the traditions of our people’s four-thousand置

year history, Putting m relief the revolutionary and scientific

nature of the working class and the characterist王cs of the

Vietnamese revolution.エIe demonstrated the c‘1ose relation, from

the very beginning, between patriotism and proletarian intema-

tionalism, the absolute faithfulness to MarxismLeninism, the

W刑of staunch struggle agalnSt all foes and difficulties言he

Creativeness in theoretical application and in revolutionary

action, the u11Wa‘′el.⊥ng atti川de at historical tummg POmtS, the

CaPability of taking the revolutionary opportunity, Changlng the

Situation at moments of danger, the capability of creating and

Putting to a¥′ail the combined strength for winnmg Victory-

President H6 Chi Minh WaS the finest Vietnamese and one of

the finest men in our epoch, an eXemPlary communist having

Clear-Sighted mind, nOble hea丁t言ndomitablc spirit, Pure feeト

IngS, mOdest behavior, and simple way of living. He was the

marvelous paragon of a new-tyPe man, deeply lovlng the country

and socialism, maStermg natural conditions and himself. IIe was

a man of labour, COmPaSSion and reason, COrreCtly associating

his personal life and the collective life of society.

Celebrating the anniversary of President H6’s birthday, We

Wi11 continue to leam his revolutiona重・y thoughts and ceaselessly
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Cultivate the revolutionary qualities to be his vyorthy students. At

the same time we will strive ``to nurture revolutionary genera-

tions for the餌ure’’for pursulng his and the Party’s glorious

CauSe. We will strive to practice his sacred teaching that
“Nothing is more precious than independence and freedom’,

resolutely to overcome all di餓culties and obstacles for fimly

defending socialist Vietnam and successfully building

SOCialism. Thus, We Will bring about an abundant, Civilized,

happy life to all Vietnamese and ensure that all of them “have

enough food and cIothes and be educated’’・ In so doing, We Will

COntribute a worthy part to the world people’s revolutionary

CauSe and mcke H6 Chi Minh’s epoch radiate more magnifi-

Cently.

Continuing President H6’s and the Party’s intemational

POlicy, We Will ceaselessly consolidate and develop the special

relationship between our people and the Laotian, the Cambodian

brother peoples; Strengthen the solidarity and all-Sided coopera-

tion with the Scwiet Union and other socialist countries; PrOmOte

SOlidarity and mutual support among the brother parties in the

world commuhist movement in accordance with “sentiment and

reason’, perSeVere in our policy of peace舟iendship, COOPeration

With all peace- and freedom-loving peoples in the world. We will

be ready to foil all schemes of the imperialists and reactionaries

in the world and successfully realize the lofty objectives of our

era: PeaCe, national independence, democracy, and socialism.
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PRESIDENT HO CHI MINH "

THE TALENTED LEADER AND GREAT

TEACHER OF THE VIETNAMESE

REVOLUTION*

Tγ事′∂ng Ch番nh

pRESIDENT H6 c血MENH BECAME ACQUAINTED WITH

MARXISM-LENⅢSM AND THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION

TO FIND A WAY FOR NATIONAL LIBERATION

… Tb come to the presenトday independent, unified, and

SOCialist Vietnam, Our peOPle have experlenCed a long road of

di餓culty and hardship, full of cha11enges and sacrifices, but one

that was extremely glorious way. It is precisely the way drawn up

by President H6 Chi Minh on血e basis of the creative application

Of Marxism-Leninism to the specific conditions to Vietnam.

Uncle H6 was bom and grew up when our country was full of

upheavals. Like his compatriots, he su鯖ered the pam Of losing the

COuntry. He was influenced by his elders’patriotism. He

witnessed the imumerable heroic insurrections by our people and

the cruel repression by the French coIonialists. He scrutinized the

royalist movement of Phan Dinh Phing, the Going-Eas↓

Movement of Phan B。i Chau, the anti-French amed struggle of

Hoing Hoa Th各m, and the refomist movement of Phan Chu

廿iIlh. These movements successively met with failure, CauSmg

him to be puzz獲ed and to ponder for an explanation.

* Excerpt from speech a=he celeberation of the 95th nmivel.Sary Of President

H6 Chi Minh’s bl血day on 18th May 1985・
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He soon found out the errors of the previous generatio賞l Of

revolutionaries and the limitations of the contemporary scholars.

He d車not follow their route and sough=he correct path for

national liberation.

Early in the 20th century, While all the country was sinking

in long years of darkness, President H6 Chf Minh left his native

land to Iook for a way for national salvatjon with a strong will,

extraordinary energy, and unwaverlng detemination.

How to drive out the coIonialist aggressors and bring inde-

Pendence to the country and freedom to the people? During that

Period. Uncle H6’s highest objective and aspiration was to find

Out COrreCt anSWerS tO these questions.

Setting out with warm patriotism and deep compassion for

the people, he went to Westem countries where bourgeois demo-

cratic revolutions had broken out, and he tried to understand

how revolutions were carried out by the peoples of these coun-

tries in order to retum to Vietnam and help his compatriots to

chase out the French coIonialists,

He set foot in many countries, from Asia to Europe, from

Africa to America for observation, understanding, and drawing

necessary conclusions for his people,s revolutionary paih.

From knoⅥ′ledge about French colonialism, he got knowl-

edge about coIonialism and imperialism in general. From the

love for his country and people, he sympathized with all coIo-

nized peoples and fratemized with laborers, With oppressed and

expIoited proletarians.

During tens of years of peregrination, he eamed his living as

an ordinary worker; he acquired a profusion of knowledge,

immense and wam revolutionary feelings for a quick compre-

hension of Marxism-Leninism, the truth of the epoch.
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He got initial knowledge of tha=ruth from rhe First Dr《砂cf

the Theses on Ihe Na/ional “nd Colo扉al Q〃eStions by V,I.

Lenin. In his famous thesis, Lenin polnted ou↑ many lmPOrtant

issues, namely the real equality and freedom between peoples;

the combatant solidarity between the proletarian class and the

WOrking people of various countries; the correct assessment

regarding the Russian October Revolution, the Soviet adminis-

tration, and proletarian intemationalism. In particular, the

Theses also polnted out the way for the liberation of colonial and

dependent peoples, and the tasks of communist parties in holving

national and coIonial issues, etC.

It can be said that all the questions pondered by President H6

Chf Minh for many years in order to find ways to save his

COuntry, Were nOW anSWered. He said: “Lenin’s Theses moved

me, filled me with enthusiasm and enlightenment. I was so glad

that I shed tears. Sitting alone in my room, I spoke aloud as if I

Were Speaking to a crowd: Suifering and poor compatriots, this

is what we need, this is the way for our liberation!”

President H6 Chf Mi血was /he jirsJ Vie/name∫e Who clearly

SaW /he ;mpor/ance Qfthe Theses qfv.I. Lenin and early under-

StOOd their importance for the -Vietnamese revolution, the

Indochinese revolution, and the coIonial revolution in general.

This was the result of his Iong process of seeking a way for

national liberation and his participation in the life and struggle

Of the proletarian class and working people of many countries.

This was also the result of the outstanding intelligence that had

been unceasingly enhanced by perseverlng Study and the acqul-

Sition of the qumteSSenCe Of the world culture.

From then on, he made expeditious e鱒brts to carry out prop-

aganda and organizational activities among the working class

and patriotic people in a number of coIonial countries. He

resolutely opposed the vague rightist ideas about coIonialism,
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even Within the French Communist Party. He conIinuously

denounced coIonialis青n tO make the French people clearly under-

stand the situation of the Vietnamese dnd other coIonial peoples.

He had become /′ze布nl出e[/la〃7eSe P/’OIc,la′.laIl /0〃′‾,Za杭I

having a high militant spi]証,勅e〆r証re一.OI証0’,a′γ b′●i/nか,一g wh

/ight c?fMami5m-LeI高点′n 10 ↓’iel/~aIIZ.

The rhese∫ Of Lenin opened the door for President H6 Chi

Minh to get acquainted with Marxism-Leninism. As required by

his revolutionary activities, he went more deeply in the study of

Marxism-Leninism to grasp its essence, tO Creatively apply it to

the concrete conditions of Vietnam, and lo soIve the issues

arismg from the Vietnamese revolution.

So, Hesident H6 Chf Mi血had goI~e互0′n pat,壷tism /O

MaI琉In-LeI高i鋤, fom a patrio=O a CO′m所ht #ghter・ He

longed to retum to the country for the realization of his great aspl-

ration. In mid-1923 he bid farewe11 to his militant comrades in the

Union of CoIonial Peoples:待What shall we do? For me・ the

answer is clear: tO retum tO my COuntry, tO live with the popular

masses, tO rOuSe them up, tO{)rganize them, tO unite them・ tO train

them, to lead them to struggle請T freedom and independence.,,(1)

His way back to Vietnam was via Soviet Russia, Lenin’s land.

the cradle of the Russian October Revolution. This way led him

to the source of the epochal truth. During his stay m the Soviet

land, he ent山siastica11y studied MarxisトLeninist doctrine and

took part in the activities of the Communist Intemationale. He

participated in the 5th Congress of the Communist Intemationale

and many others of ‘he International Red Trade Union,

Intemational Peasants’Organization, Intemational Women’s

Organization, Intemational Youth Organization・ etC.

(l ) H6 Chi Minh. CoI岬/e/e Works.. Second edition.

HouseJ Hanoi, 1995’VO=・ P" 192・

Nation41 Politics Publishing
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He became a brave combatant of the intemational communist

movement, rCSOlutely defending Lenin’s viewpolntS regarding

the world revolution. He expanded his intemational relations

and /aid /he frs[本初datioI) for the friendship between the

Vietnamese people, the Soviet people, and the peop賞e of many

other countries.

He tried to understand the Soviet society, a neW SOCial regime

in which the working people had been liberated and had become

the real masters of their destiny. In reality, it is clear tha=he way

to save the country and the people found by President H6 Chf

Minh was not only aimed at eliminating coIonialism and impe-

rialism but also ot bwilding a I裏e"′ SOCiety, a SO。ialist cJ,~d t/’e′章

COmm〃I高t ∫OCiety.

In the light of Marxism-Leninism and the experience of the

October Revolution, President H6 Chi Minh was pI■印aI・ed /O

mqp oul a correct strategy /O bI高g所e Viet′~ame瑠′●et,Oll‘/io扉o

a new phase. He affimed:負・・・ For the Vietnamese revolu〔ion,

Marxism-Leninism is not only a ``mar¥′elous manual’’, a

COmPaSS言t is also the sun lighting our way to complete victory,

to socialism and communism.’’

The way found by President H6 Chf Minh is lhe one tha=he

Vietnamese people necessarily have to follow. President H6 Chi

Minh continued the Vietnamese nation’s natioIlal construction

and defense on the basis of a new strength, the strength of

Marxism-Leninism and of the epoch. He left the country to seek

a way to save the country and he went back with a strategic path

that he had drawn up to bring the Vietnamese people from one

success to another, tO Write most glorious pages of the national

history, and to bring the Vietnamese people up to the level of

theera.
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PRESIDENT HO CHI NmNH CREATIVELY APPL旺D AND ENRICHED

丁HE LENⅢST DOCTRINE ON COLONIAL REVOLUTION

l. President H6 indefatigably struggle all his life for the inde-

pendence and freedom of his people and for the self-determina-

tion of other peoples in the world. For him, the truth `Nothing lS

more precious than independence and freedom, was the pm-

Ciple of prlmary lmPOrtanCe Of the theory on colonial re¥′Olution

and at the same time the guiding principle for action in combat.

President H6 Chi Minh endeavored to study the question of

COlonial revolution, a Vital question for the Vietnamese and other

colonial peoples in the 20th century. He creatively applied and

further enriched and developed the Leninist doctrine on the

nalional and colonial questions.

He was bom and grew up m a period when the intemal

COntradictions of capitalism were developlng tO a nearly expIo-

Sive level, When the rising up of the oppressed Orient was

increaslng along with the maturity of proletarian revolution in

CaPitalist countries. He early realized the fundamental contra-

dictions between imperialism and the coIonial peoples, amOng

the imperialist powers themselves, and the relations of the

COIonies with one another.

He profoundly understood the famous point of view of Lenin

that in the epoch of imperialism and proletarian revolution,

national ljberation revolution no Ionger belonged to the category

Of bourgeois revolution, in spite of its national and democratic

content; that it had become an inseparable part of proletarian

revolution. He said, at PreSent, ”a’io′妬l /iberatio′出eVOlutlo′~

was aI言Iタtegra/ parl〆proletariaI出eVO初fon o′=he ",0′・Id

scale.

This pomt Of view helped President H6 Chf Minh perceive, aS

early as the beginnmg Of the 1920s, the decisive imponance of
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the solidarit)′ Of the anti-imperialist oppressed peoples, and the

alliance between colonial peoples and the working class of

imperialist powers.

For him, PrOletarian revolution and national libera†ion revo-

lution are two currents of the same revolutionary process. They

do not cut across each other or run in contrary directions, but

they merge into each other and form a common c皿ent Of the

WOrld revolution process.

He always found ou=he unifying factors of these two c皿entS

and he outstandingly implemented the strateglC mOttO Of Lenin:
伍Proletarians and oppressed peoples all over the world・ unite!’’

2. After the October Revolution, the militant alliance

between the national liberation revolution in coIonial countries

and the proletarian revolution in mother countries entered a new

phase of qualitative change. The salient characteristic of that

a11iance was that the working class had woken up and increas-

111gly played decisi、′e rOle in the nationa=iberahon movement.

As for the national capitalist dass, it had gradually glVen uP its

leading role or proved to be incapable from lhe very beginmng

of the movement; eVen When it held the leadership of the revo-

lution in a certain coIonial country, the revolution ran the danger

of incompletion, the possibility of that country becomlng a neO-

coIony of imperialism being not excluded.

Presidenl H6 Chi Minh had eariy seen this ine‘′itable devel-

opmental trend of history. He clearly understood //一e Close ′-ela-

/i。′~ between /he 〃alioI)al /ibeI・atioI! reVOl所oI招l)d fhe OcIobel《

Ret,0高tio祐He said: “The October Revolution opened a way for

the liberation of peoples as well as of the whole mankind,

ushering a new era in history.

So, the theory and practice of the October Revolution helped

oppressed peoples clearly see that the way for self-1iberation

う4

must be related to the first proletarian revolution in the world.

Because the October revolution had overthrown imperialism in a
・mother country,, shaken the great rear of world imperialism・

liberated /he coloI高al peoples互om Jhe 7baris/ ′訪e, and opened

a period of unchecked uprising of oppressed peoples for inde-

pendence and freedom.

President H6 Chi Mi血,s thoughts regarding coIonial revolu-

tion clearly proved that national liberation revolution could not

be pushed forward if the road-Openlng rOle and the encouraglng

example of the October Revolution were denied・ that the coIo-

nial system of imperialism could not be erased if the guiding

prmCiples, the invaluable and universa1 1e§SOnS Of the October

Revolution were denied. ,

. president H6 Chi Mi血’s thoughts regarding the relationship

between national liberation revolution and the October

Revolution still keep their value intact. They have been proved

in practice by the repeated successes of the national liberation

movement after the October Revolution.

3. As a leader of the nationa1 1iberation movement, President

H Chf Mi血profoundly perceived that ”atio′tal /iberation revo-

1面0郁;l? /he COlonie5 and proletaria′7 reVOlutions jn /he motI裏er

couI面es I手招Sl be 〔・/osely coo′・dinated, enCO研age and assis[ each

otheJ高`JChieviIZg /he COmmOn O卸ec/ive qfsmashing /he common

enemッ吉昭,e′・ialism ・ He compared imperialism to a two-PrOboscis

leech, implying the necessity to attack it at both ends: One in the

mother country, the other in the colony. In this way the revolution

could be more easily success餌・ He considered the cIose ties

between the two revolutions the two wmgS Of the same bird, the

world revolution. The bird must flap its two wings to fly.

The proletarian revolution in the mother country attacks at

the very den of imperialism while national liberation revolution
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in the colony attacks at its rear base. This is the organic relation

and the reciprocal influence between the revolutionary forces of

the working class in imperialist powers and those of the coIonial

PeOPles, formlng a COmmOn front against imperialism for the

liberation of the working class and oppressed peoples・

4. President H6 Chi Minh particularly emphasized that //}e

I!atioI!al /ibeI・atioI! reVOIL/tioI上l?OL//d /!0/d高話a高一e. In his view,

although a colonial revolutjon is cIosely related to the revolution

in the mother country, it does not depend on the revolution in the

mother country. /t ;s qui{e possible ’hat ‘庇coIo肩a/ ′・e↓・0楊tio′重

wi〃S SuCCeSS bくわre /he re),Ol証on高/he mo[her co研面y. This is

because a revohltion can break out and win success at the

Weakest link of imperialism. The people of coIonial countries

CannOt Wait for the s¥lCCeSS Of the proletarian revolution in the

mother country to liberate them; they must take the initiative to

start the revolution and the suCCeSS Of the coIonial revolution

Will stimulate and effectively help the proletarian rev。lution in

the mother country. The August 1945 Revolution in Vietnam

testifies to this fact.

President H6 Chf Minh pointed ou=hat: “If we wan=o

PreVail over imperialist countries, We Shou]d first of all deprlVe

them of their coIonies. The success of coIonial peoples will help

their brothers in the West completely liberate themselves:’

“mis is a very lmPOrtant thesis reflecting the revolutionary

SPlrit of offense and the scientific attitude of a great experienced

thinker. A=he same time, it is a slgnificant contribution to the

MarxisトLeninis[ theory regarding colonial revolution.

The success of the revolution in Vietnam and many other

COuntries in Asia, Africa, and Latin America over the past few

decades has proved the correctness of the aforesaid viewpoint of

President H6 Chf Minh.
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5・ Another question of particular importance is ``What way

should a coIonial people follow to advance? What should they

do to secure complete independence and real freedom?”

President H6 Chi Minh answered the question as soon as he

became a MarxisトLeninist, a COmmunist combatant: tO Win

Victory, national liberation revolution must follow the path of

PrOletarian revolution; the liberation of the nation must be asso-

c.iated with that of society, Of the proletarian class, and the

working people; national independence cannot be separated

from socialism. In his view, in a colonial country, the proletarian

class, for the purpose of self-1iberation, muSt liberate all of its

people from any oppression and exploitation. Reversely, for

national liberation from oppression and expIoitation to succeed,

the proletarian class must be liberated. These two liberations can

only be the result of socialism and the world revolution. He also

a飾血ned:負... Nationa=iberation revolution must de¥▼elop into

socialist revolution to win complete victory.,,(l )

So, after success, the nationa1 1iberation revolution should

immediately proceed to carrymg Ou=he socialist revolution.

Under the leadership of the Communist Party of Vietnam and

President H6 Chf Minh, Our peOPle have can●ied out two revolu-

tions‥ the people,s national democratic revolution and the

socialist revolution. These two revolutions are the two phases of

the same process・ The people’s national democratic revolution is

the preparation, the premise of the socialist revolution. The

socialist revolution is the necessary development of the people’s

national democratic revolution.

The people,s national democratic revolution is carried out

first, after success言t should proceed to the socialist revolution,

(l ) H6 Chf Minh. CoInp/ele Works. Second edition. National Politics Publishing

House, Hanoi, 1996. Vol. 12, P. 305.
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it camo[ call a halt. Therefore in 1954, a宜er winnlng Victory m

only half of the country, Our Party and President H6 advocated

to shift the people’s national democratic revolution jn the North

to socialist revolution while the South continued to achieve山e

people’s national democratic revolution・ After the great triumph

of Spring 1975, South Vietnam was completely liberated- the

country was unified, and our Party at once stood for ushering all

Vietnam to the period of transition to socialism.

6. Tb achieve the two aforesaid revolutions, President H6 Chi

Minh stressed on lhe /eadiI)g rOle Q/‘t庇woI・ki′一g C/ass, Lhat was

considered the decisive condition for success. He said: “In the

present era, the working class is the only class having the histor-

ical mission of leading the revolution to final victory,,・(l)

From the beginnmg, he pointed out tha=he working class of

COIonial countries should grasp the national liberation bamer

and should not let it fall into the hand of any other class〃

Although he clearly saw the role and the great strength of the

peasant class in coIonial countries’he energetica11y criticized the

erroneous vleWPOints that the peasants were to be founded and

flattered and that the colonial question might be soIved on the

Strength of the peasantry.

He must have well gIaSped Lenin’s views・ thoroughly under-

stood the peasant class, and had a broad vision to be able to

foresee the disastrous consequences that the opportunists might

bring to the revolution in coIonial countries.

So, by his rich practical activity, his clear sightedness and

extraordinary intelligence, President H6 made outstanding

contributions to the creative application of Marxism-Leninism,

and eⅢiched and developed Lenin,s doctrine on coIonial revo-

(l) H6 Chi Minh. Co′nple/e Wor太s. Truth Publishing House, Hanoi, 1980. VoL

1,p.157.
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1ution. He established a close theorelical system, laid founda-

tions for formmg uP the strategies and tactics as well as the

method and the art of caFTymg Out reVOlution in a coIony like

Vietnam.

President H6 Chi Minh fimly held the balmer Of Marxism-

Leninism, the symboI of the necessary developmental trend of

the national liberation movement advancmg tO SOCialism. With

his thoughts regarding coIonial revolution, President H6 Chi

Minh actively contributed to the process of profound change in

WOrld history in the present era.

PRESIDENT HO CHI MII`Ⅲ,S GREAT SERVICE AND GREAT CAUSE

WITH REGARD TO THE VⅢTNAMESE REVOLUTION

... President H6 Chf Minh met the pressmg req叫ement Of

history. From the position qf a fnder qf ways /O SaVe /he

COmtry, he ‘became ’he revol“tiona′γ /eader of the Vietnamese

WOrking class and people, OPening the most glorious stages in

the four-thousand-year history of our nation.

With regard to the Vietnamese revolution, his cause was

grandies‾ind his services boundless.

His greatest service was /O bring MarJrism-Leninism /O

Vietnam. A strong nation-Wide revolutionary wave surged up on

the basis of that fact, leading to the founding of the Cormunist

Party of Indochina, Which marked a fundamental tuming point

in our national history, Or mOre PreCisely, in the history of the

three Indochinese countries.

He creatively applied Marxism-Lehinism to drawing up a

COrreCt reVOlutionary line and to leading the people to success in

the revolution. This WaS the line of carIγing o#t /he people ’s

nc;tional democratic revolution /hen sh雄ing dt飾fe /0 /he
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SOCialis/ revolution in an agricultural country, a former coIony.

This was /he /]0/〈1高!g杭gh Qf n4’O banI7eI・5.・ I!a高oI王a/ Jnd叩end-

e/iCe and sociali∫m.

With his theoretical views on colonial revolution, he laid the

foundations for the shaping of the revolutionary line of the Party,

Which was a combination of strateglC guiding prlnCiples in poli-

tics and theory, m PerCePtion and action, in method and the arts

Of vanquishing the enemy and building the country. .

Fimly keepmg that line of his, We have a scientific basis to

understand the development of the Vietnamese revolution and

the long process of the world revolution in the present epoch.

¶1enCe We Can understand why our Party and President H6 Chi

Minh could combine the strength of national independence and

the strength of socialism, the strength of our people and that of

Our ePOCh, the resistance of our people and the offensive of the

three revolutionary currents in the world.

Tb put in practice the aforesaid line and to bring the

Vietnamese revolution to success, President H6 Chf Minh paid

attention first of a11 to f,〃IZding tI章e Revol〃tioI)ary Party Q声he

WOrk高g Class JIZ OWr CO〃nIry. His great success was to found and

to train our Party in all three aspects, POlitical, ideoIogical, and

Organizational, a MarxisトLeninist Party in a coIonial and semi-

feudalist country, With small production as the common fom,

but constantly preservlng the radically revolutionary nature of

the working class and capable of enhancing the heroic traditions

Of the Vietnamese nation.

President H6 Chf Minh paid attention /0 /he preservation〆

the COhesion and o′Ze-mindedness (2f/he Party on /′!e basis df

Ma′互sm-Len諒sm cznd /he correct /i/Je Qf /he Party. He

COnSidered that the cohesion and one-mindedness of the Party

must be′preserved as well as the pupils ofour eyes. For him, the
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COhesion and one-mindedness of the Party must be manifested in

all aspects, POlitical, ideological and organizational・ He always

fimly kept the prmCiples of democratic centralism of the Party

and required a11 Party members to defend and to resolutely

implemen=he lines and policies of the Party, Seriously and

COnSCiously to respect the Party’s discipline, tO Carry Out Criti-

cism and self-Criticism, and to heighten political and ethnical

revolutionary qualities.

The r妨hg Party was a question of Hesident H6 Chi Minh’s

COnCem. He carly saw the danger of bureaucratism when the Party

held IroWer, Particularly in an agricultural, backward country with

a sti11 underdeveloped economy, many remammg features of

feudalism, and many evils and bad habits of small producers. This

danger alienates the Party from血e people, and from the assets that

make the streng血of the Party. Party members and cadres are

frequently reminded that they must oppose arrogance, COmman-

dism, muSt nOt be “revo]utionary mandarins,’’and must avoid all

O血er manifestations of bureaucratism, an eVil alien to our Party.

For him, the trainlng Of revolutionary cadres for future

generations was very necessary for Party building. He gave

importance to the trammg and improvement of a large number

Of Party members and cadres meeting the requlrement Of each

revolutionary stage.

Revolution is an undertaking of the masses. Tb ensure a

certain success to the revolution, President H6 Chf Minh made

all e批加s. to establish a worker-peaSant al′iance・ He said that

only with the a11iance of workers and peasants under the leader-

Ship of the working class can we resolutely and completely

PreVail over the reactionary forces, Seize and consolidate the

PeOPle’s revolutionary administration, and fulfi=he historical

task of the people’s national democratic revolution and advance

to socialism.
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President H6 indefatigably strove /O eSlablish, COnSOlidate,

and s/rengthen /he cohesion Q/“all /he pepple on the basis of the

Ⅵ′Orker-PeaSant a11iance so as.to take united action agains=he

enemy of the nation. The motto he recommended to the National

United Front was “Unity, unity, great unity! Success, SuCCeSS,

great success.’’This strategic thought of the President was kept

血oughout the process of the people’s national democratic revo-

1ution as well as during the socialist revolution.

President H6 Chf Minh was the beloved father of /he peaple’s

㌢med f,rCeS・ He organized・ educated, and trained our troops

mto a strong revolutionary army, CIosely linked to the people,

Capable of waging people’warfare in the specific manner of

Vietnam; aS a reSult, great exploits have been recorded, bringlng

glory and pride to the Party and the people.

He laid solid foundation for the revolutionary military theory

Of Vietnam. He deeply understood the Marxist-Leninist view-

POint on revolutionary violence, the great role of amed struggle,

and the role of the people’s amed forces in revolutionary

Struggle. He always paid attention to building the army politi-

Cally, ideoIogically, and organizationally; educated our army

With regard to the nature of the working class and the heroic and

staunch traditions of the nation, the fine political and ethnical

qualities of a revolutionary. He also took constant care of the

material and spiritual life of the army, glVmg them the deepest

feelings of love and affection.

We sha11 forever remember the great service rendered by

President H6 Chf Minh to the p∞Ple’s amed forces. Our amy

Shall enhance revolutionary heroism, fu11y carry out their

national/ taSks and intemational duties, in order to be for ever

WOrthy of “Old Uncle H6’s troops,’’to hold high the traditions

Of “loyalty to the Party and the country, Plety tO the people,

ready to fight and to sacrifice for the independence and freedom
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Of the country, for socialism and to overcome any di縦culty and

to defeat any adversary’’・

President H6 Chi Mi血was //7e 。I・eatOr (ゾ/he DemocI・atic

R印zJblic Qf vie/I脇〃ら/he万st worker-peaSant SIate i′~ So〃/h

Eas, Asia・ According to him, When the Vietnamese revolution

reaches a certain degree of development, the people’s revolu-

tionary goverrment must be established to represent the collec-

tive mastership of the working people and to guarantee and safe-

guard the success of the revolution. In the conditions of amed
Struggle, With the successes o白he revolutions, a gOVemment

may be established in a locality, a reglOn, eVen in many locali-

ties, many reglOnS Or in a large part of the country. The experl-

ences of the August 1945 Revolution, Of the resistance wars

agamSt the French and the U.S・ are eloquent proofs of this fact.

The view that in a coIony or dependent country, PeOPle’s revo-

1utionary administration can only be established after the

SuCCeSS Of the revolution a11 over the country, lS COmPletely erro-

President H6 Chf Minh spent great efforts in building the

State. In socialist revolution, he polnted out fundamen[al prlnCi-

Ples for the consolidation and strengthenmg Of the State of prole-

tarian dictatorship in all respects.

He n.equently reminded the State organs tha=hey must

reflect the aspirations and desires of the people and at the same

time, they are the instrument to serve the peop量e’tO take care of

the peop]e’s life and interests. He alⅥ′ayS reCOmmended that

govemment servants and cadres must avoid bureaucratism’arrO-

gance, and oppression with regard to the people; that they must

be faith餌servants of the people.

President H6 Chi Minh was /he /eacher on /he strate執, and

tactics Q声he VietnaIneSe reVO有高0′~・ After finding the correct
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Way Of the revolution, he deぐemined with high talent its strate-

gies and tactics, Clearly pointing out †he target and the o切ect of

the revolution. He decided on the prlnCipal opponen=o be

attacked at each stage (Or eaCh period); and put forward appro-

Prlate Plans for the depIoyment of revolutionary forces and

resolutely endeavored to implement them at each revolutionary

Stage. Finally, he adopted conect methods and foms of struggle,

COmbining political, military, and dipIomatic struggles‥・ tO

Vanquish the adversary and to win success for the revolution.

His strategy and tactics in the people’s national democratic

revolution and in socialist revolution are ained at “having more

friends and less foes’’. He advocated unity with all forces

POSSible, Winnmg OVer forces possible to win over; those forces

Which are impossible to win over but possible to neutralize are

to be neutralized. That is, the lesser foes a血d the more friends the

better.

The Vietnamese revolution is characterized by the fact that it

has to confront more powerful enemies and often several

enemies at'the same time. Therefore, President H6 Chi Minh’s

Strategy and tactics consist in followmg the guiding prmCiple of

lasting resistance, SeCurmg gradual victory, and eventually final

Victory. On the other hand, the contradictions in the ranks of the

enemy must be put to fu11 avail, thereby dividing them and

isolating them, Weakening and paralyzing them while the revo-

lutionary forces are consolidated and strengthened.

In strategic and tactical direction, he based his actions on the

actual situation and then decided appropriate 【nethods and forms

Of revolutionary struggle. He chose correct ways to attrac=he

masses to the Party’s sIogans and tumed these slogans into

COnSCious actions of the masses aimed at the fundamental objec-

tives of the revolution.
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The combinalion cfpa/I-iotism with prolelarian ;〃/ernation-

alism was a very mportant achievement of President H6 Chi

Minh. From the very begiming, he clearly saw that the

Vietnamese revolution was an integral part of the world revolu-

tion. The Viemamese 】peOPle’s revolutionary cause contributed

to reaching the o切ectives of the epoch: peaCe, national inde-

pendence, democracy, and socialism.

For him, the Vietnamese revolution not only perfomed its

Obligations to the people of Vietnam but also its Iofty intema-

tional obligations; nOt Only for the sake of Vietnam’s interests

but also for the sake of the world revolutionary movement. He

Said: ``For the independence and freedom of our coun億y,句r the

benefit of the socialism camp, Of oppressed peoples and progres-

Sive ma山血d, We are fighting and winning victory over the most

cruel adversary in the world.,, (1)

Consistent with these strategic thoughts of FTesident H6, Our

Party has been able to make full use of the combined force ofthe

Viet11ameSe reVOlution, the world revolution, the Vietnamese

nation and the epoch. As a result, Our Party has been able to unite

the socialist forces, the revolutionary and progressive forces, and

the peace and democracy lovmg forces in the world and to make

them side with our people, SuPPOrt and assist our people in

OPPOSlng the imperialists, the coIonialists, and other reactionary

forces, aS Well as in national construction and defense.

President H6 Chi Minh was aI7　C.γemplary comm〃nist

。ombataI汁　He embodied the fine moral values of the

Vietnamese working class and people. He symbolized the

radiant peak of proletarian qualities and ethics.

( l ) H6 ali Minh. Co〃岬/e/e Wor短. Second edition. National Politics Publishing

House, Hanoi, 1996. Vol. 12, P. 373.
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丁he rationale of his life was [o serve the people With all his

heart and mind, tO fight all his life for the Party and the revol臣

tio11・ His utmost asplration was to make our country comple亡ely

independent, Our PeOPle completely free and to ensure that all

our compatriots had enough food and cIothes and the possibility

to go to school・皿ese asplrations governed all his ideas and

actions, and made him courageous, determined, OPしimistic・ and

confident.

He was nobly characterized by his Ioyalty to the Party and the

COuntry, his plety tO the people, his e鮒orts to overcome all diffi-

Culties and challenges. “Riches cannot seduce him, POVerty

cannot make him waver, military power cannot dominate him’’・

His working style was to白match words to deeds’’・ He advo-

Cated that ``Party members should go first and the people will

follow’’. He himself set an example of industriousness, thrifti-

ness, righteousness, and disinterestedness,’; he listened to the

Views of the masses, SOugh=o find out the truth. His behavior

WaS POPular, Standing for the collective, the democratic and the

scientific.

His feelings for the people were boundless and decp. He

heeded all strata of people; he remained cIose to them and confi-

dent in their creativeness. When passlng aWay, he当eft love and

a鮒3Ction to all the people, all the Party, all amy-mCn, yOung

people and children.,,(l)

President H6 Chf Minh’s cause was quite grea†・ His service

WaS qulte immense.

Uncle H6’s personal life, aCtivity, reVOlutionary tho-1ghts and

theory, qualities and ethics constitute an invaluable heritage that

Our Party and people appreciate and keep alive in our heaLrt.

(1) H6 Chi Minh. Op. cit. Vol工2・ P. 512.
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The new era had brought him into being, nurtured his soul

and intelligence so that he could lead the Vietnamese revolution

forward, help the Vietnamese nation reach the rank of ad¥′anCed

PeOPles in the world and ensllre a brilliant prospect for our

COuntry.
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HO CHI MINH - HIS CAUSE*

Phqm V寄れD∂れg

H6 Chi Minh’s system of theoretical views has pervaded the

masses and become revolutionary practice m Vietnam over the

PaSt Sixty years. They are decades of revolutionary upsurge in

Vietnam and in the world.

A man, a nation, an age, a CauSe, these are the four factors

that combined to make up an historical movement starting from

a man, gOing along with a nation and a time, leading at last to

the liberation of the nation, SOCiety, and its people. That was

What H6 Chf Minh sought when leavmg his country, nurtured

When he came back and fostered throughout his life before

recording it in his 7おtame所・

As H6 Chf Mi血polnted out time and again the revolutionary

WOrk he advocated and implemented, tOgether with the nation,

WaS a long and arduous process requiring struggle and sacrifice

by many generations. In his lifetime, he made extremely impor-

tant contributions to it, laying the groundwork and blazing trail

for the future.

H6 Chi Minh was the founder of the new Vietnam, in which

national independence was cIosely liIlked to socialist ideals and

then to socialism itself.

H6 Chf Minh was the founder of the Communist Party of

Vietnam, Which is armed with Marxism-Leninism.

* Excerpt from H∂ C杭M!柄- AMaIらC7 NatioIらaII Age, “′‘d “ fa〃Se∴Truth

Publishlng House, Hanoi, 1990.
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H6 Chf Minh was the folJnder ofa new era, the H6 Chi Minh

era - th3 mOSt reSPlendent page in the long history of the

Vietnamese nation.

I think the most important part of H6 Chi Minh’s contribu-

tion can be summarized as fo11ows: tO hold high the banner of

national independence linked to socialis白deals and then lo

SOCialism, tO Wage a national people’s democratic revolution, tO

develop it into a socialist revolution, and then to build socialism

and pass beyond the stage of capitalist development. (1) This is a

COntribution of great value to the nation and many Third World

COuntrleS.

1. NationaI independence cIoseIy linked to socia!ism

H6 Chf Minh was the founder of a new Vietnam, inde-

Pendent, reunified and developing along the socialist path.

From an enslaved country, Vietnamese patriots and the

Viemamese nation had to struggle to rid themselves of foreign

domination. They experienced many paths to national salvation

and at last found through H6 Chf Minh the correct and good

Way. H6 Chf Minh wrote in the early twenties: “Only in

SOCialism and communism can we find the way for our libera-

tion’’.

Tbday when looking back, We realize all the more the stature

Of the man who wrote these words. That short sentence strongly

and dear-Sightedly asserts a great line encompassmg SPaCe and

time, pemeating the patriotic movement, gradua11y pervading the

Vietnamese nation, and showmg the road to victory. At that time

thc Vietnamese workers and peasants, yOuth, and intellectuals

(1) We usually say: ``… PaSSlng beyond皿e stage of capitalist deveIopment.-’I

think wc should say: ``・・・ PaSSing beyond the stage of dcvelopment of capitalism.’’
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who responded to Nguyen Ai Qu6c,s(l) call, although they were

not fully and deeply imbued with revolutionary awareness, defi-

nitely chose that way to national salvation and to build their

COuntry and realize the age-Old dream of their nation and mankind.

The concept of national independence cIosely linked to

SOCialism has proved to be the correct ideoIogy’maPPed.out

Since the Party’s foundation and further clarified later on. This

line is the process of the Vietnamese revolution with two periods

Which overlap - a national people’s democratic revolution and

SOCialist revolution - the latter period completes the tasks not

fulfi‖ed in the fomer, and the fomer period, When conditions

Permit, Can begin a few tasks of the latter one.

Right in the national people’s democratic revolution, When

the main task was to overthrow imperialist rule, national inde-

Pendence and socialism were two bamers - One may Say a tWin

bamer - foming the drivmg force of the revolutionary move-

ment. National independence helps build socialism while

SOCialism glVeS an ePOChal meanmg tO national independence,

making it thorough and most e節ective. Right after the August

1945 Revolution H6 Chf Minh pomted out that it was nonsense

When the people of an independent country did not enJOy democ-

racy and did not have su批cient food and clothing. Fighting

agamSt hunger, 1gnOranCe and ft)reign aggression was a program

Of national independence linked to socialist ideals, eXPreSSed in

a most practical way, eaSily perceived by the nation at that time,

understood by every citizen and agreed by a○○ patriots. In the

resistance war agalnSt U.S. aggression, national independence

and socialism were all the more cIosely linked.

National independence cIosely linked to socialist ideals and

then socialism itself, from national people’s democratic revolu-

(l)Anothe「 name Of H6 Chf Minh.
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tion advancmg tO SOCialist revolution, SuCh is the revolutionary

route of the Vietnamese nation. This itinerary shows the essence

Of Vietnamese revolutionary work, the will and asplration of the

Vietnamese people, and brings a new stature, a neW drivmg

force to the Vietnamese revolution. and makes all the fiercer

attacks by enemies of a11 kinds. The Vietnamese people have had

to pay for independence and freedom with protracted and

arduous fights and have won glorious victories.

Twenty years after the first revolutionary trainlng Class was

OPened by H6 Chf Minh in Canton,鮒een years after the

founding of the Communist Party of Vietnam, the August 1945

Revolution triumphed, leading to the establishment of the first

WOrker-PeaSant State in a coIonized country that had freed itself

from the coIonialists’yoke.

A=he starting-POint of all work the August Revolution

contained the seeds and the forces which would lead to histor-

ical evolution in the future. However, it is true that it was but a

Starting point.

The Communist Party of Vietnam and people, aVailing them-

selves of a rare opportunity to seize power, issued the

Declal・a/ioI亘fIIまdependeI7Ce, and set up a new Vietnam. But the

enemies of VietIlam’s independence and freedom are not yet

liquidatcd, and will surely retum・ The French-1ike coIonialistic

and imperialistic forces of the world, for example, the U.S.・

could not bring themselves to acknowledge a Democratic

Republic of Vietnam bom of a coIonized country.

Within three weeks of the declaration of independence, the

fight against the French aggressors burst out in Nam BO and

more than a year later it spread throughout the country. After

nine years of valiant fighting, the Vietnamese army and people

won the glorious Dien Bien Phd battle, a Victory rcspIcndent in
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their history. The failure of the French coIonialists heralded the

COllapse of old-Style coIonialism in the world. Afraid that

Vietnam’s victory would lead to the breakup of a series of their

POSitions in many other countries, the U.S. imperialists took the

Place of the French. Thus broke out the resistance war against

U.S. aggression which lasted more than twenty years, until the

total victory of the H6 Chf Minh Campalgn.

This was a do-Or-die fight between the Vietnamese nation

and the most pewerful and aggressive imperialist forces. Owing

to the character and significance of the resistance war, helped

and supported by the whole of mankind, aS many intemational

friends in many countries appraise and assert, this was also a

confrontation between the liberation movement of the Third

World and neo-COIoniali§m, between civilization and brutality.

`　Once agaln, in our time, the Vietnamese people “successfully

support JuStlCe against brutality, humanism against violence.,,(l)

Followlng the collapse of old-Style coIonialism, neO-COIonialism

has expenenced its first defeat・ A new situation and potential

OPened for Third World nations to gain independence and

freedom thrOugh many ways and in many forms.

History will record forever the Vietnamese generations that

fought hard throughou=hirty years under the leadership of H6

Chf Minh and of the Communist Party of Vietnam. It will record

those who suffered countless hardships and sacrifices and

conquered untold di批culties that seemed insurmountable at first

to make the present patrimony of their nation and contribute in

a modest way to the state of our planet today.

皿e Vietnamese people are proud of their armed forces,

which grew from self-defense and small guerrilla units, WOrthy

(1) Nguyen Th釦, a famous strategist, POlitician and dipIomat (15th cen[ury).

Proc/aimalion〆Vic10Iγ Over励e W私
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of being =Old Ho’s soldiers,∵`loyal to their country, P獲OuS

towards the people, able to fulfil any task’OVerCOme any di珊-

culty, and against any enemy,,, score resounding exploits・ and

bring glory to their homeland.

In the two resistance wars, he cIosely fo11owed major battles

and anticipated the results of the fighting. This was generally a

victory, but he used to say that a victory for which there was

re」OIClng muSt be one at a small cost; that is few or negligible

losses. These seemlngly simple words which I have heard many

times have had an extremely deep lmPaCt uPOn Our army

commanders.

In the sprlng Of 1975, the task of wiming independence and

reunification of the country was completed.

Before that, the task of building of a new regime had already

begun, eXaCtly as H6 Chi Minh advocated: ``building while

鮭gh血g・’’

In the particularly difficult circumstances of war・ the

Vietnamese people gradua11y consolidated people’s power’

carried out land reforms, Organized the peasants into co-OPera-

tives, built up the economic i血astructure・ developed education’

culture and health services, and gradually made socialist

thinking into the leading influence in the people,s spiritual life・

thus creating good relationships between men. On the basis of a

low-level economy and low living standards・ there already

appeared a wholesome society with a strong fighting force and

many humanist values・ 1eaving a deep impression upon

foreigners visiting Vietnam during the wars of resistance.

H6 Chf Minh paid special attention to the production move-

ment and thrift was fo11owed in all aspects of such undertakings.

He urged his associates to perfom their duties, both major and

minor, eSPeCia11y those with a direct bearing on people’s lives
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WaS muCh impressed. I will never forget that in a season of

StOrmS Which resulted in floods, he wanted me to stay in Hanoi

at my post.

The achievements in building the new society contributed

greatly to the victory, fostering and mobilizing various strata of

the toiling people, tuming the North into a great rear guard force

fighting heroically・ SuPPlying manpower and wealth and iron

Will to the patriotic resistance war against U.S. aggression, and

POlnting to the orientation of the Vietnamese revolution after the

Victory.

Broadly viewed・ One Can See that the new regime in Vietnam

gloriously overcame the trials of war’Showing that it could

mobilize the whole people and avail itself of the forces of our

time, COnquer the aggressors, and that no brutal force could.

PreVail against it.

2・ The Communist Party and Marxism-Leninism

The above achievements are cIose linked to the birth and

development of the Communist Party of Vietnam, founded and

Shaped by H6 Chi M血. Here it is necessary to reiterate and

emphasize the Party because it was an important part in H6 Chf

Minh’s career, an eXtremely great contribution of his to the nation.

A genuine son of the Vietnamese working class and nation, the

Party is fostered by the quintessence of the class flnd nation,

liIked from the start to the international communisしand wol・kers・

movement・ is the genuine hehsman of the revolutionary boa=he

leader and organizer of every victory of the people.

Throughout his life from the founding of the Party, H6 Chf

Minh considered Part building his primary task. He trained Party

Cadres and members to fimly grasp and apply Marxism-

Leninism to the specific circumStanCeS Of the country. He taught
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them to uphold the radically revolutionary stand of the working

class, tO be imbued with industriousness, thrift, integrity, righト

eousness, and public-SPiritedness, and to abide by collectivism

and reject individualism. He said emphatica11y tha=he Party

must enforce broad democracy, Self-Criticism and continual and

Serious criticism. He often reminded us to keep cIose contact

between the Party and the masses, reSPeCt the people’s role of

master, Show vigilance and struggle agamSt bureaucracy, a

danger which can make a ruling party stand aloof from the

masses, alienate itself and degenerate.

Thanks to H6 Chf Minh’s teaching and guidance, the

Communist Party of Vietnam has been tumed into a great contin-

gent of fighters for independence, freedom and socialism, WOrthy

Of being the vanguard unit of the working class and nation・

The more H6 Chi Mi血cared for Party building, the more he

was concemed about building revolutionary organizations,

CIosely linked to the leading core - the Party - tO make up a

SyStem Which gradually develops and perfects itself. Each revo-

lutionary organization is an orlginal creation of H6 Chf Minh

and the Vietnamese nation, like the National United Front and

mass organizations’the people,s armed forces, the democratic

republic and the socialist republic. Gathered around the Party,

COntinuing and multiplying its impact, the system of revolu-

tionary organizations are tooIs and at the same time great

achievements which wi11 show their long-lasting effects.

The doctrine of Marxism-Leninism that H6 Chf Minh from

the start, equlPPed the Communist Party with and propagated in

Vietnam since 1920’s was a great achievement he brought to the

nation. Marxism-Leninism’s the6retical system explained by H6

Chf Minh in easy置tO-understand and penetrating words revealing

its innemost meanmg WaS reCeived by a nation whose history

had prepared it for a meeting with this truth of our epoch. Under
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H6 Chf Minh,s leadership, the Vietnamese revolution is

Marxism-[ノeninism in action in a formerly coIonized country.

For the Vietnamese nation to adopt Marxism-Leninism was to

remould its old thinking to adopt a new outlook on life and the

WOrld, tO aSSert its choice of socialism, and thus take a fim polit-

ical stand regarding the problems of the nation and the world.

Tbgether with Marxism-Leninism, H6 Chf Minh brough=o

the Vietnamese nation proletarian intemationalism.

H Chi Mi血promoted a fine relations山p of solidarity between

the Cormunist Party of Vietnam and the Soviet CoIrmunist Party,

the Chinese Cormunist Party, French Cormunist Party, and other

COmmunist and workers’parties near and far throughout the world.

While they were JOined to one another, disagreement could happen,

but H6 Chi Mi血persistently worked for the intemational cormu-

nist movement on the basis of MarxismLeninism and proletarian

intemationalism, COnfoming to reason and sentiment.

Since the advent of the Vietnamese revolution, H6 Ch千Minh

fostered a wam f五endship between the Vietnamese and Soviet

peoples - the people of Lenin - and took palnS tO PrOmOte CIose

ties between the Vietnamese people and the neighbouring Lao

and Cambodia peoples in the common revolutionary struggle.

H6 Chf Minh fostered in the Vietnamese nation kinship with

the peoples of socialist countries・ and a feeling of comradeship

in the struggle against coIonialism and imperialism with the

PeOPles ofAsia, Africa and Latin America.

H6 Chf Minh guided the Vielnamese nation to win broad

intemational support in its resistance War agamst French aggres-

Sion, and to shape a real world peoples’front - including the

PeOPle of the U.S. - SuPPOrting Vietnam agamSt U・S. aggression,

tumlng a nation’s just cause into a struggle by the whole of

mankind.
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H6 Chi Minh told the Vietnamese people to support all

progressi、′e mOVementS・ tO love and respect a11 other nations and

fulfill their obligation toward them, tO treaSure, PreSerVe and

develop their friendship with a11 forces, Organizations and men

of goodwill in the world.

The intemationalism that H6 Chi Minh cultivated, like a

feature of the Vietnamese nation, WaS PrOletarian intemation-

alism of the working class and oppressed peoples・ the socialist

intemationalism of nations which have brought their revolution

to victory and are building socialism・ the intemationalism

imbued with the humanism of a11 men of conscience before the

cormon destiny of nations and mankind during our time.

3. The H6 Chf Minh era and the new ideo看ogicaI and spirト

tuaI values

H6 Chi Minh created a new era for the Vietnamese nation, a

part of mankind・s new era’a Period of transition from capitalism

to socialism throughout the world ushered in by the Russian

October Revolution. In the new era a new Vietnam is forming

with noble ideological and spiritual values.

National independence linked to socialism・ Marxism-

Leninism and intemationalism - these greal concepts, PreViously

unknown, become familiar and popular, mingle with social life

and gradually condition it.

In the country of H6 Chi Minh’reVOlution is the rising up of

the whole nation and of each man to overcome difficul=rials

and perils through fierce strugglcs. At thc same time・ reVOlution

is the joy, freedom, and enthusiasm of a man knowmg that he is

contributing to a great cause. Revolution is an extraordinary

endeavor and also a festival of the masses. Revolution is the soli-
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darity of the whole people, the whole nation and each man

growmg uP m an altruistic and humanist cause to write new

PageS Of history, ePIC and lyrical.

In the resistance war to win independence and freedom,

Vietnamese revolutionary heroism with countless resplendent

manifestations was the crysta11ization of noble ideoIogical and

SPiritual values, Symbolizing the unstoppable rising up of the

Vietnamese nation and the invincible strength of man.

Living near him・ I saw one of his salient traits: he paid atten-

tion to man’s virtue and fostered revolutionary ethics. in cadres

and people t山oughout his life.

Vietnamese society in the era of H6 Chi Minh was a society

upholding the spiritual values and the good relations between

men. In this society’rePreSentative men were valiant fighters

defending the homeland’tOilers zealously building the country,

men carmg about the people’s life, men With altruism and love

for their fellow-COuntrymen and comrades, CeaSelessly endeav-

Orlng tO rise up followlng the motto: “One for all, all for one.・・

4. The sty看e of H6 Chi Minh, the leader and `he organizer

In order to fulfill his work・ H6 Chi Minh pursed thorough,

Clear-Sighted leadership ln POlitics, ideology and organization.

His leadership showed clearly that revolution is a science and at

the same time・ an art. Revolution is a clever application of all

POSSibilities, a Creative reaction to all situations.

H6 Chf Minh was the man mapplng Ou=he line, depIoylng

the forces・ the organizer, the manager and the architect. He

achieved extraordinary results from ordinary and simple deeds,

COnCrete and practical ways of doing first modest and firm steps;

Small and simple forces at the start. H6 Chf Mi血,s huge revo-
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lutionary work was developed according to a plan which was

SCientifically thought through and calculated as to both method

and time, aim and result.

It can be said that H6 Chf Minh was an integral part of

history. History, OVer many mOnths and years, in critical as well

as ordinary times, WaS With perseverance created by H6 Chi

Minh in a style like that of history - With initiative, OPtimism,

SaCrifice and defiance despite hardships and ups and downs.

H6 Chf Minh,s genius was to grasp very rapidly the laws of

history and apply them in the right place, at the right time, in the

right amount, followlng the right way, tumlng impossible

dreams of ordinary men into reality.

皿oughout his life, H6 Chi Minh followed one road and one

goal. Nevertheless, he directed strategy and tactics in a dynamic

and versatile way, Without sticking to rigid principles and

dogmas. Tb reach its final goal, the Vietnamese revolution has

had to deal with many enemies and overcome many obstacles,

hence it has had to follow devious and tortuous paths, advance

and retieat, uSe gentle and tough tactics, and varied methods.

Under H6 Chf Minh’s leadership, the Party’s line me=he

requlrementS Of the revolutionary circumstance. With a special

POlitical sensitivity・ H6 Chf Minh coITeCtly appraised the tuming

POint, making very clear-Sighted and clever decisions, nOW

COmPrOmlSmg tO PreSerVe and consolidate his forces, nOW

resolutely tuming to the attack with well-PrePared forces in deci-

Sive battles. In the period of war of resistance, building the

COuntry, and the period of land refom, When there were short-

COmmgS Or mistakes, H6 Chi Minh and the Party undertook

frank self-Criticism and when necessary criticized themselves in

Public and promised to set those mistakes right・

H6 Chi Minh,s particular style was to believe in the people

and rely on them. From the period in Cao Bang up to the two
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resistance wars, H6 Chi Minh was a revolutionary who continu-

ally mobilized, Organized and inoulcated the masses with a deep

COnfidence in their strength, Creativity and potential. Living near

him, I saw in clear relief some of his great thoughts: reVOlution

is the masses, the masses are the movement, the movement is the

SWeePmg PrOmOtion of good men and good deeds through patri-

Otic and socialist emulation, enthusiasm to destroy the enemy m

Wartime and to rebuild in peace time.

H6 Ch子Mi血constantly linked the Party to the nations, his

WOrk was the Vietnamese revolutionary work of the entire Party

and the whole people. From the founding of the Party up to the

establishment of the State and through two resistance wars, the

historical evolution led to the shaping of H6 alf Minh’s staff,

the collaborators, COmrades and disciples who made up with him

a clear-Sighted and staunch collective whose influence molded

the entire Party and the whole nation. Vietnam’s history recc)rds

names and contributions by Comrades廿an Phd, Le H6ng

Phong, Nguyen Van C寄, Le Du鉦廿uchg Chinh, Ng6 Gia Tu,

V6 Van T命n, Nguyen Thi Mi血Khai, Hoing Van Thu, Nguych

Chf Thanh, TOn Dfro Thing, Pham Hhng and many deceased

Predecessors together with the present Comradcs Nguy6n Van

Linh, Le Dl子c ThQ, V6 Chf C6ng, D6 Mudi and many others.

The Party’s key cadres, from the high-ranking to the lowest,

having gone thrOugh trials and choice of the revolutionary move-

ment, are in general men with character, Virtue and talent. One

CannOt quOte a11 the many Party members who have fought and

laid down their lives for the independence and freedom of the

homeland, for socialism and the people,s happlneSS. They were

COmmunists in the clandestine period not yielding to any of the

enemy’s repression or inducements. They were heroic fighters

always in the front-1ine to destroy the enemy m the two resist-

ance wars agamSt French and U.S. aggressions, They were
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exemplary Party cadres and members zealous in peaceful

COnStruCtion leading the masses to overcome di珊culties and

implement the desires of the masses・ In concluding this chapter,

I think I should make it clear that in the light of the present reno-

Vation, When looking back to the past, We Can realize the shorト

COmmgS and mistakes in social and economic construction,

Which were due to the limits of their historical experience.

5. H6 Chi Minh’s contribution and Iegacy

Throughout more than half a century of fighting, the

Vietnamese nation has undergone major changes. From an

enslaved nation to one knowing independence and freedom,

from a partitioned country to a completely reunified one, from a

COIonized and feudal society to one of renewal, taking its first

StePS in the creation of a life of wealth, Civilization and happl-

ness for the people, from a land little known, Without a name on

the map to a credited member of world revolutionary forces and

the intemational community with important contributions to

make to mankind. These are the major themes of H6 Chi Minh’s

WOrk embodying the historic meeting between a man, a nation

and a time.

Sixty years are the span of action of a man’s whole life, but

it is only a short one in the history of a nation and the evolution

Of our times. Looking back to the past and at the world, One SeeS

that what H6 Chf Minh brought to the nation and realized was

truly a change in life.

However, COmPared to what H6 Chf Minh nurtured, the trail

he blazed for the nation - tWO reVOlutions to achieve three great

liberations: liberation of nation, SOCiety and man - What was

achieved in H6 Chf Minh’s lifetime were bu=he first steps.

These first steps were glorious and extremely important,
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Creating a basis for the whole path, enSurmg and forecasting the

ensumg Victories, but they are only the first stages. In the entire

WOrk devised by H6 Chf Minh, What has been done can be

COnSidered just the groundwork.

Let us recall what H6 Chf Mi血said immediately after the

August 1945 Revolution, eXPreSSmg and eamest longlng, ``Our

COuntry muSt be completely independent, Our PeOPle must have

enough food・ CIothing・ and schooling". Tb day, Our COuntry lS

independent but our people have only begun to build a life of

Wealth and happmeSS. Not long after the North was liberated, H6

Chi Minh pomted out‥ tO defeat the imperialists and feudalists is

relatively easy’but to do away with poverty and backwardness is

much greater di縦cult. He already foresaw the complexity and

difficulty faced by a socialist revolution.

At an advanced age and declining in health, H6 Chf Mi血

began writing his recommendations, five years before he passed

away. His 7おtament is鮒Ied with his boundless Iove for all the

people and crysta11izes so many of his thoughts and reflections

On the path forward and the future of the Vietnam nation and the

WOrld revolutionary movement.

While the war was ragmg fiercely, H6 Chf Minh asserted the

total victory of the patriotic resistance war against U.S. aggres-

Sion. The main part of his recommendation was reconstruction

after victory, Which is condensed into two verses:

“0αr mOuntains will always be′ 0〃r rivers高ll always be,

and o〃r Pepple will always be;

American ;nvaders d堆ated, We Will reb諦Id ou/. /and /en

times more bea〃t狗l.’’

H6 Chf Minh,s first concems were to preserve the Party,s

unity’One-mindedness and purity so that it would be worthy of
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being a truly faithful servant and leader of the people and to

constantly urge the fostering of revolutionary generations in the

future. He placed particular emphasis on mappmg Out SOund

Plans to develop the economy and culture, SO aS tO COntinuously

raise the people,s living standards. The reality of past years has

PrOVed that these were key points in deciding the destiny of the

nation and the prospects for socialist revolution. The emphasis

on these points after many years of reflection and decision

Shows how clear-Sighted he was in his vision.

As H6 Chf Minh pointed out, Six years after he passed away,

the patriotic resistance war against U.S. aggression triumphed・

the building of socialism met with difficulties and snags, eXaCtly

as he wamed. Our Party has time and agam undertaken self-Criト

icism and drawn useful conclusions from it.

Marking a tummg-POint which time makes a11 the more

Slgnificant, the 6th Congress of the Communist Party of Vietnam

decided to begin an all-rOund renovation.

In this regard, the source of strength in the Vietnamese nation

⊥S PreCisely the work done by H6 alf Minh, and now becomes his

SaCred legacy, COmPnSmg both reality and potential, both material

achievements and spiritual values’CryStallizing the energy and

sacrifice of so many Viemamese generations. combining the

depth of history wjth the height of our time・ harmonlZmg age-Old

traditjons and the new revolutionary character.

To care餌1y preserve H6 Chf Minh’s revo量utionary ]egacy lS

'o c{皿y On reVOlutionary work in toda)′’s world・ the presslng

requlremenl of which is renovation・ As the world evoIves rapidly

and intricately in an unprecedented way, many neW COnCePtS

CrOP uP in all fields, Which we have to grasp and apply. However,

We Shoしlld not forget H6 Chi Minh’s legacy. This is precisely the

basis on which to create the new.
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隣ing true to H6 Chf Minh’s legacy is the basis for uniting

the whole people, mObilizing all potentialities of the country, and

carrylng Out renOVation in a creative and effective way.

隣ing true to H6 Chf Minh,s legacy IS tO PreSerVe along the

path of national independence and socialism’Of Marxism-

Leninism, Of proletarian intemationalism, and to overcome

wavermgS and hesitations and resist deviations.

Being true to H6 Chi Minh,s legacy lS tO maintain and uphold

in the new contex=he fine qualities of the nation and the

Vietnamese and to overcome slgnS Of decay and oppose alien-

ation and degeneration.

皿rough the process of this historic encounter, enduring

while overcoming immediate di批culties, Vietnamese revolu-

tionary work will continue to flower along the trail which H6

Chi Minh blazed and along which he led the nation during the

PaSt half century.
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WE SHALL FOREVER FOLLOW THE PATH
CHOSEN BY PRESIDENT HO CH壬MINH*

N宮の′ゐV寄れL諒h紺

… President H6 Chi Minh is venerated by the Vietnamese

people and progressive mankind as a national liberation hero, a

great cultural celebrity, a leader of genius・ the great teacher of

血e Vietnamese working class and people, a StaunCh combatant

of the national liberation, intemational communist and workers’

movements, a dose friend of peoples struggling for peace,

national independence, democracy, and social progress in the

world. He initiated the struggle for the liberation of coIonial

peoples in the 20th century. He was an indefatigable fighter for

peace, friendship and cooperation between peoples, a great

thinker and a cultural celebrity. He crysta11ized the quintessence

of the people and the intelligence of the era; he was a fine

personality with extraordinary and simple q潤Iities at the same

time, a brilliant example of presenトday and future man.

Uncle H∂,s cause and service, /ho〃ghts and virt礁S /ive〆,reVer

in /he /‡eartS Qfpresen手強y andf初re generations〆’viet′裏ameSe・

President H6 Chi Minh,s name and cause are associated with

the glorious history of the Communist Party of Vietnam’the

struggle and the success of the Vietnamese revolution almost

OVer the past century.

* Excerpt from speech a=he celebration of the 100th birthday amiversary of

Presidenl H6 Chi Minh, Hanoi, May 18, 1990.
** Nguy6n V狐Linh (191 5-1998), General Secretary of the Communist Party

of Viemam from 1986 to 1991.
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P/-e高deI7t H∂ Ch了M高/! ",aS //移m0S't c,II2高eI71 /7eI-0 ;/=/!e

l/’ie伊ameSe /棚tOry (f I!alioIZCJI /lbe/●at子on.

He was bom and grew up m a Period of historical upheavals

Of the country. Many heroic s[ruggles for the recovery of

national jndependence and unity had successively failed.

Prompted by deep patri。tism and compassion for the people, he

lef=he country to seek a new way ensumg SuCCeSS tO the

national salvation and liberation. After several years of study,

from a young patriot he came to Marxism-Leninism・ He dlscotL

eI切/he Way舟r /he /ibeI・a/ioI7くf //]e Vie/IiaIne∫C, PeOple by

COmbining genuine patriotism with proletarian intemationalism,

national independence and socialism, the national strength and

the epochal strength, thereby bringmg about a grca=ummg

pomt in th6 vietnamese revolution history.

He句〃nded aI!d /raiI?ed tIze CommJm毒t Pa,‘ty `f T/’ie勅am

into the solid and clear-Sighted vanguard brigade of the

Vietnamese working class and labourlng PeOPle. Over the past

60 years, the Communist Party of Vietnam has led the

Vietnamese revolution from one victory to another・

He built沈e solid I!al子o/!al col!eSioIi bloc as foしmdation to

Vanquish any foe and to overcome any di縦culty and challenge・ In

the past, at PreSent, and in the future, he has been the banner

attracting all pa血otic Vietnamese to struggle for a peaceful, uIlified’

independent, democratic, and eventua11y socialist Viemam -

He was /he beloved佃t庇r Qf偽e VietIIaIneSe Pe叩/e’招′-′ned

句IでeS. He founded and trained the People’s Army of Vietnam.

He bI・Ong/高/?tO be高g Jhe De〃iOCra/ic Rep訪Iic〆Viet,~am,

the first Worker-Peasant State in South East Asja.

He was a strateg諦qf ge扉研Who, tOgether with the

Communist Party of Vietnam, led the resistance wars agains=he
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French coIonialists and the U.S. imperialists, OPenlng the period

Of collapse of the old coIonialist system and the initial defeat of

neo-COIonialism, eXerting a deep jnfluence on the development

of world history. President H6 Chi Minh’s great contributions to

the theory of nationa1 1iberation revolution have helped the

advance of the movement in colonial countries; they still keep

their practical significance in the struggle for peace, national

independence, democracy’and social progress.

The fine traditions of our people and the quintessence of our

epoch have steeled I+esident H6 Chf Minh’s personality: he was

the great national hero who made the Vietnamese nation and

people we11 known to the world.

President H6 Chi Minh’s great cause and momentous service

brought him to the position of the greatest nationa=iberation

hero in Vietnamese history and won him love and admiration

from peoples struggling for self-1iberation thrOughout the world.

Presidenl H∂ Chl Minh was /he co〃rageO〃S and creative

revol〃tionary renovator・ He appeared in the history of the

Vietnamese people’s revolutionary struggle as a person who

COnStantly stood for renovation. On the basis of the fundamental

Principles of Marxism-Leninism, he applied appropriate strate-

gleS and tactics for each stage of the Vietnamese revolution. He

found solutions in a very creative way to extremely difficult situ-

ations to gradually bring the revolution to success. He was never

tied to obsolete ways of thinking and actions of routine when

they were no Ionger useful to human livings. He looked straight

a=he truth; When shortcommgS and errors were discovered, he

bravely self-Criticized and resolutely co∬eCted them・ Even today

in the comprehensive social renovation initiated by the 6th Party

Congress, the followmg WOrds of his still keep their guiding

Value: “We must have a creative spiJ血, find out the new, PraCtice

the new…’’He considered “renovation a combat agamSt What
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WaS Obsolete and wrong to create new, better things.・・ It is a

glgantic struggle requlrmg the mobilization of the entire people,

their organization and education, the reliance “on their great

Strength. ’’

President H∂ Chl Minh was a fブmOu$ Cu初ral personality,

the rymboI Q/‘the ”ational q高ntessence a/)d /′ze c研re/Zt印OCh,

He left us a rich and huge cultural heritage, the most impor-

tant part of which was the liberation of the Vietnamese people

from the darkness of enslavement to become a vanguard people

in the world with ever developing education, Culture, and

He was a deep thinker. He expoullded great historical and

epochal truths in simple but meaningful words. His ideas have

become guiding prlnCiples leading to the success of the revolu-

tion. ``Nothing is more precious than independence and

freedom’’・ “Tb take the invariable to cope with ten thousand

things variable,,, ``A work ten times easier is impossible without

the people,s support; A work hundred times more difficult is

PraCticable with the people,s participation,,,負Unity’unity, great

unity; Success’SuCCeSS, great SuCCeSS,,,負Party members lead the

Way・ Villagers wi11 follow,,,負We must preserve the Party’s cohe-

Sion and one-mindedness like the pupils of our eyes,,, etC.

He was the theorist who creatively applied the fundamental

PrmCiples of Marxism-Leninism to the specific conditions of the
Vietnamese revolution. As a result, he contributed to the [urther

development and eurichment of the MarxisトLeninist theory

regarding the revolution in coIonial countries, the people’s

Warfare, the construction of the Party, the National United Front,

the economic and cultural buildiIlg m an agricultural and back-

Ward country advancing to socialism without passlng the stage

Of capitalist development, etC.
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He was also a great poet, Writer, and an outstanding revolu-

tionary JOumalist. All his writings faithfully and lively reflect the

beauty of the virtues, intelligence, and mentality Of an eminent

PerSOnality. Therefore, a11 his writings are sincere, Simple and

natural, being the criteria of human beauty and perfection.

Pl・e$ident H∂ C樟Minh WaS an OutStanding mterIZationalist

combatant, He made great contrib所ions /O Jhe /iberation Qf

appressed pepples, the conso/idation qf /he Jn/ernational

ご0mmL/nist and workers ’movemenらand /he solidarily c#rces

Slr〃gglingjbr pc,aCe, deInOCraCy, CZnd social progress・

President H6 alf Minh’s over 60 years of revolutionary

activity were devoted not only to the independence and freedom

Of the Vietnamese people but also to that of other oppressed

PeOPles in the world. He participated in the communist and

WOrkers’movement in Europe, the liberation of coIonial peoples

in Asia. He constantly educated the Vietnamese people in

graspmg and combining patriotism with proletarian intemation-

alism. He said: ``We are fighting and making sacrifices not on】y

for our own freedom and independence but also for that of other

PeOPles and for world peace’’; therefore, We muSt also fulfill our

intemational duties, because “helping our mends is to help

OurSelves.’’

He was the fine symboI of faithful and genuine intemational

SOlidarity. Until his last moment, he had indefatigably acted to

contribute to the “restoration of the united bloc between brother

Parties on the basis of Marxism-Lenjnism and proletarian inter-
nationalism, in accordance with reason and sentiment’’.

President H6 Chf Minh was an eminent figh「er for peace, He

firmly pursued a forelgn POlicy of peace and negotiation. He

a工ways found clevcr and flexible solutions to settle all disputes

and conflicts in very critical and complicated situations. He
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COnStantly educated our people abou=he necessity to clearly

distinguish aggressors from the working people of capitalist

COuntries. He was opposed to any idea of racial hatred.

President H6 Chf Minh was the messenger of friendship

between peoples. During his peregrinations to find a way for

national liberation and after he became President of the

Democratic Republic of Vietnam as well, he visited many places

and lived in many countries; he came in contact with the people

and statesmen of many continents. Wherever he went, he

brought to the people of these countries the warm friendship of

the Viemamese people and was heartily welcomed as messenger

Of peace and friendship.

Throughout his life, President H6 Chi Minh pursued the ideal

Of good friendship “proletarians of all continents are brothers’’

and he was the embodiment of this Iofty ideal.

President H∂ Chl Minh was aI7 e_relnplaIγ COmmZm諒/; he

was /he veryjine fmage d’the relationsh互between a /eader and

the p。pular ma$SeS・

He was the revolutionary leader who crystallized the ethical

and moral values of the working class and the people of

Vietnam. His Iovmg heart was who11y devoted to the people; he

respected the people, had complete confidence in their unlim-

ited force. For him, the revolution was the cause of the people.

Therefore, he relentlessly educated and mobilized them to

arouse them all and to bring into play the intelligence, the

CaPability, and the energy of millions of people for the

After the seizure of power by the people, he said: “We have

now founded the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, but if the

COuntry is independent and the people camot enjoy happiness and

freedom, then this independence becomes meanmgless’’・ He
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recummended: Cadres from the central to village levc】 are “a= the

SerVantS Of lhe people, i.e. to shoulder public work for the people,

and no=o oppI●eSS the people as it was under French and Japanese

domination’’. Tha白s why he always reminded us to oppose

bureaucratism, WaSte, and the intrinsic evils of old-tyPe States.

All his life, Uncle H6 perseverlngly taught us [O rely on the

people, tO de‘′elop their mastership and their great strength to

OVerCOme di∬iculties and to bring the country forward.

President H6 Chf Minh was the embodiment of pure revo-

1utionary virtues. All his life testified to ‘¥′hat he said: “I have

Only one desire, a SuPreme dcsire: tO make my country

COmPletely indcpeIldent, and my people completely free, tO

enable my compatriots to have enough food and cIothes, and be

educated”. For this objective, he led a life that “rlChes could

not seduce him, PO‘′erty COuld not waver his, and milltary force

l二Ould not submit him’’. rIe set examPles of “indし雨riousness,

血iftiness, righteousness, disinterestedness∴当o Io¥′e doing

What is beneficia=o the country flnd the people and to contemn

POSition, fame, and wealth’’.

Presjdent十I6 Chi Mill埴thoughts and ‘「irtues are a [reasure

Of the Party and ViemameSe PeOPle. The present dnd future

generations of Vietnamese must cherish、 PrOteC‘t, leam, further

enrich and promote that heritage so描[o enab]e H6 Chf Minh’s

thoughts to acqulre ¥′ita血y jn de lively reillity of the

Vietnamese reヽ′Olution.

The services, thoughts and virtues ofしJncle H6 will always

remain in the heart` Of present and fulure generations of

Vie†namese. With grea[ pride and deep gratitude, We Will study

a【ld follow his example. worthily continue his cause and follow

forever the path 。hosen by him.
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ro MOLD H】GH THE BANNER OF MARXISM-LENINISM, TO F丁RMLY

MAINT」AIN THE LEADERSHIP OF THE C‘OMMUNIST PARTY. AND TO

PUSH FORWARD THE RENOVATION CAMPAIGN

The 6th National Congress of the Communist Party of

Vietnam started the comprehensive renovation campalgn in the

country. It drew four grea=essons, Which are actually the

lessons for fully grasplng Uncle H6’s thoughts:

- The lesson to `take the people as foundation, in national

construction and defense; that everything belongs to the people,

everything is decided by the people and done for the people’s

sake.

- The lesson to start from reality, tO aC白n accordance with

objecti、′e laws, i.e. Uncle H6’s lesson regarding the unity

between theory and practice, between revolution and science.

一The lesson regarding the combination of national strength

and epochal strength, Or the combination of patri諒sm and inter-

nationalism, national independence and socialism.

一The lesson regarding the building of the Party’COnSidered

as important as the new historical task, Which was within the

focus of attetion of Uncle H6 all his life.

President H6 Chf Minh’s thoughts have become the source of

light and strength of the renovation campalgn. So・ for our Party・

inheritance and renovation constitute a dialectically united and

uninterrupted process. Renovation is not changing the objective

chosen by Uncle H6, but it is the search for and the creation of

measures and ways to bring that objective to success・・・ Once

again, all our Party and people affirm tha[ We Will forever follow

the path cho§en by Uncle H6.

To ensure complete success to the cause pursued by Uncle

H6, What shall we do?
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First, We Shall resolutely高e,p華I・e/!(ルC/Ilo生Which lヽ the

Vital path for ol」r COuntry tO get Out Of crisis and to continue to

go ahead, a historlCal necessity consisten=o the developmellt
law of the revolution in our country and to the recommendatiom

inしJncle H6’s last will. We understand that renovation is a re¥′O_

1utionary process full of difficulty and hardship; We Should not

be impatient and subjective in carrylng it out massively, Which

Can lead to chaos detrimental to the renovation itself.

Our renovation is comprehensive, radical and harmoniously

COOrdinated, but it should have approprlate Ot)jectives and steps;

it is mainly aimed at economic renovation, at the same time, at

the renovation of the political system by solid steps. Our adver-

Saries want nothing bu=he creation of intemal troubles beyond

Our COntrOl and the diversion of renovation from the socialist

The successes obtained over the past three years are initial

OneS bu=hey are very lmPOrtant. They prove that our pollCy Of

renovation and our proceeding are correct and approprlated to

the real conditions of our country・ They have gradually restored

the people’s confidence and given an impetus to us to advance.

In the comlng Period・ renOVation should s刷better change

the socio-eCOnOmic situation. We should continue to promo[e

the popular movement, tO uSe eVery means to develop produc-

tion, and to fulfill the three maJOr eCOnOmic programs. State-run

economic units should renovate themselves to overcome diffi-

Culties, tO increase efficiency and the effectiveness of produc-

tion and business. They should endeavor to play a leading role

in the national economy. We should strongly develop the

COllective economic sector and others to tum out more products

for society, tO increase national income and to crea[e more jobs

and gradually to soIve the question of unemployment. The State

Should improve and complete policies and laws to encourage
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and orien[ate the correct de¥l′elopment of the cconomic sectors,

to eliminate spontaneous de‘▼elopment and chaos in the

economic life. At the same time, We Should find good solutions

to such bummg queStions as empIoyment言nflation・ finance’

banking, PrlCeS, COnSumPtion of products・ etC. 1hereby stabi-

1izing the socio-eCOnOmic situation, improvlng the people’s

living conditions. paving the way for s皿further progress of the

national renovation.

AIong with the socio-eCOnOmic renovation, We Should

fO/出面t, /O S/ep “p whe p′・OCeSS `理e〃70C′-a′子zatio畑Un。1e H6

said:いOur country lS a democratic one. All utilities are for the

people. Al=he rights belong to the people… The administration

from the commune to the centra=evel is elected by the people.

The mass organizations, from the center to thc grass-rOOtS’are

organized by the people. In a word・ the authority and the

strength lie with people',, These are the fundamental prlnCiples

of a democratic state laid down by Uncle十I6. We are s血vmg to

build and impro‘′e the dcmocrねtic institutions and mechanism to

ensure the real democralic rights of the people in the political.

social, and mora=ife... Since the 6th Party Congress・ SOCialist

democracy has been strengthened, Primarily in thc economic

field. State organs and maゝS Organizationchave made efforts and

progressed in respecting and enha【lClng the ma涙rship of the

people. Many policies and resolutions of the Party dnd State
have been submitted to the people’s discussion and asscssment.

The State structure has been simplified血a step; bureaucratism

and red tape have partly reduced.

However, these are but initial results. Inadequacy or absencc

of democracy is still serious and frequently seen. The violation

of the people・s property, eVen Of their li‘′eS, the unsettlement of

their grleVanCeS CreateS an uneaSy PSyChoIogy in part of the

POPulation.
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Besides the lack of democracy, have appeared manifestations

of extremist democracy, abusing democracy to carry out such

wrong actions as attacking the Party・ the State・ and the soclalist

reglme, denymg the achievements o白he revolution, reJeCting

the prlnCiples of Marxism-Leni-1ism. Democracy cannot be

alienated from discipline and law, from correct centralism. We

broaden democracy wi{h regard to the people・ but we wi11 never

loosen dictatol-Ship w血regard to the minority of reactionaries.

who are undeminmg the people,s revolutionary achievement. It

is obvious that, tO eStablish and increase socialist democracy, tO

make democracy become a normal thing ln the socia=ife of

each person, On the one hand, the State should strengthen social

management by laws, On the other・ it should make everyone,

from a central officia=o a common citizen, understand his

citizen rights and obligations, his responsibility toward the

country, and get into the habit of living and working ln aCCOr-

dance with the Constitution and law,

Second, We Should continue /0 /]OId /7了g/一所e ba刷e′● Qf

Ma手rism-LeI面isIn, a decisive factor for the success of renova-

tion. Marxism-Leninism is the qumlelSenCe Of human intelli-

gence, the compass of communist and workers’parties in the

world. For.the Vietnamese revolution, it is not a simple

borrowlng Or imposition from outside. Precisely・ because of the

actlVlty and the development of theorctical thinking・血ough the

intermediary of our great leader, the revolution in our country・

when mature, gOt aCquainted with Marxism-Leninism, aCCePted

it, COmPleted and enriched it by the experience and practica1

1essons of our people.

President H6 Ch壬Minh directly diffused Marxism-Leninism,

correctly and creatively applied it to the conditions of

Vietnamese revolution thereby enabling the Vietnamese revolu-

tion achieve one victory afier another. He repea'edly a珊rmed

95



that our su。c`ess Stemmed from mdny factors, but wc should

emphasize that `these successes were first of d11 recorded thanks

to the irreplaceable weapon: Marxism-Leninism.’

As Uncle H6 often said, Marxism-Leninism is invincible

because it is not a collection ofdogmas but a compass for ac↑ion

for those who understand its essence - dialectic materialism -

and thlJS Can aVOid failures. Therefore, We Should differentiate

the fallures caused by miscomprehension of Marxism-Leninism

Or misdoings from the revolutionary, SCientific, and creative

nature of Marxism-Leninism. There has been so far no more

re¥′Olutionary and scientific doctrine than MarxisrrトLeninism.

Third, folloWmg President H6 Chi Minh’s path, We訪o話d

有用句, C順‘,-e [/一e /eadc’′高砂Q///~e CoImu/高/ Pa/rウCgr/’/e所am.
′Ib ensure success of the revolution, Uncle H6 said: “First of all,

there should be a revolutionary party for the mobilization and

Organization of the people at home, and for liaison with

OPPreSSed peoples and the working class abroad. If the revolu-

t王on is to succeed, the Party must be solid.,,

The Communist Party of Vietnam, founded, trained, and led

by President H6 Chf Minh, OVer the past 60 years, has been the

Only force recognized by the people to lead the revolution in our

COuntry. The reason for which our Party can assume such a

heavy historical task is that白Ours is a great・ StrOng, truly clean

and radically revolutionary Party・’, as Uncle H6 said.皿at is why

Our Party’s leading role is recognized by the entire people, all

POlitical and social organizatlOnS Within the National United

Fro時they resolutely followed our P亀rty to bring the August

1945 Revolution to triumph and the resistance war to victory, tO

unify the country and to bring the whole country to socialism.

Now in the face of the requlrement Of reno¥′ation, tO be

WOrthy of bemg the politica=eader of society, WOrthy of the
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PeOPle’s confidence and expecta↑ion・ Our Par{y should

COnStantly improve its leadership a宣ld streng山en its cIose rela-

tions with the people. The inte11igence of our Party should be

manifested by its Iong-Sighted and broad ¥′ision, its under-

Standing of the presslng Current PrOblems言ts scientifically

grounded prevision of future developments, the prerequlSites for

mapplng Out a SOCio-eCOnOmic program and strategy to orient

the social development of our country towards socialism.

Uncle H6 recommended: “The first work to be done is the

rectification of the Party,,・ Tb restore the image of the honest and

Pure COmmunist Party member・ tO make the Party really becomc

the conscience’honor and pride of the masses白we should keep

Our Party absolutely pure,,・ For this purpose, We Should take

timcly and severe actions agalnSt the corrupted, degenerated

Cadres and Party members who extort money from the people,

abuse their power’and oppress the people. They are cancers

CaPable of causlng gangrene On the Party body and they must be

removed.

In the process of renovation of the Party・ eaCh Party member

must incessantly renovate himself in all respects: knowledge dnd

method・ quality and capability・ CIose contact with the masses,

e血ancement of his leading role and the exemplal・y attitude of a

Party member; he must be =worthy of being the leader and the

faithful servant of the people.,,

Fourth, followlng President H6 chf Minh・s path, We訪o扉d

St′●lVe /0 /earn互o′n杭example a′’d航b,誰a′出evo柄ol’a′y

Vl勅es・ Uncle H6,s revolutio皿y Virtucs are the c重・ySllisation of

the people,s fine traditions and communist ethics.皿ey constitute

a valuable heritage that all the Party and people have to preserve

for Party rectification and building of a new-tyPe man言he

SOCialist man・ Who is absolu[el)′ 1oyal to the country, de‘′Oted to

the people, leads a honest and simple lif計s hard-Ⅵ′Orking, t軸y,
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righteous and disinterested" We should severely condemn and

energetically oppose any action or way of living in luxury・ bureau-

cratism, Wastefu喜ness, Show-Off formalism, Self-interestedness of

d number of degenerated Party cadres and members" We should

continuously combat negative manifestations with approprlate

focu潤aI-d steps. Above all wc should fight corruption and

unJustified privileges・ bring to law court cases of ¥′iolation of laws

and make them known to the public. The struggle agamSt WrOng

doings w皿n Party and State organs should be associated with

that in society, Pa正cularly that against crimes to safeguard poliト

ical security and social order. Each Party member and grass-rOOt

organization must be the core of leadership and set examples in

leamlng the revolutionary virtues of President H6 Chf Minh. They

must take the first pesition in the struggle against law violations to

purify the Party and the State machinery・ and to cleanse society.

Only by so doing can we actively step up the renovation cause in

Our COllntry.

Fifth, foflowlng Uncle H6,s path, We Sho〃ld perJe↓,e′・e i,~

co,′7b証ng所e所e,一g//~ CfoL件PeapIe一↓励所aI Q声/~e叩OC/~・ Our

Party吉eunded and trained by President H6’has from the begin-

nlng held high the banner of proletarian intemationalism and

highlighted the solidarity with the world proletarian class and

oppressed peoples` COnSidering it a matter of prlnCiple, One Of

the decisive factors for the success of the Vietnamese revolution.

Each progress of the Vietnamese revolution is a success of

Marxism-Leninism, Of the militant solidarity belween the Lao・

Cambodian, and Vietnamese peoples in the struggle agamSt their

common enemy fomational independence and socialism・ It also

results from the solidarity and the great, timely, and effective

assistance of the Soviet people, the Chinese people and others

sociallSt COuntrleS, aS Well as from the support ofthe communist

and workers, movement, the nationa=ndependence, democracy,

ilnd peace mo¥′ement in the world. At the same time・ We Should
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do ou重・ utm。S=o fulfill our imernati°11al duty with l’egdrdしO thc

brother peopIes on the Indochine、e pen1115ul生an直he natiol-a1

1iberation, COmmunist and workers“ mOVemenls ill the world.

Under the leadership and education of Uncle H6, We are PrOud

Of our faithful and pure internationalist sentiments. The mani-

festations of narrow nationalism are completely strange to our

Party and people.

Many socialist countries are now in a comprehensive and

serious crisis never seen before. This crisis is negatively

a楢ecting the world revolutionary movement. The imperialist and

reactionary forces are making full use of the socialist countries’

difficulties to increase their interference and sabotage activily

aimed at realizing the peaceful evolution and the eradication of

the socialist countries.

In the face of such a situation, We PerSist in keeplng the

consistent intemational policy of our Party. We suppor=he

search for correct reforms and innovations in a number of

socialist countries aimed at overcoming the deformations of

socialism, Strengthening socialism, and further enhancing the

SuPerior nature of socialism.

For its part, Our Party advoca[es the consolidation of the cIose

SOlidarity.and the multi二sided cooperation on the basis of

socialist internationalism with the Sbviet Union, Laos,

Cambodia and others socialist countries.

We support the world people’s struggle for peace・ national

independence, democracy, and social progress. We side with the

peace lovlng and progressive forces to oppose nuclear war and

limited war. We support peoples struggling against aggression

and war by proxy for the defense of their national independence

and soverelgnty. Recent developments in the world remind us to

increase vigilance on ‘he perfidious schemes of counter-reVOlu-

tionary, Warlike, and reactionary forces.
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...・ One huildred years ha¥′e elapsed since the birth of

Presiden圧I6 Chf Minh. During tha=ime, re¥′Ol11tiom in the

WOrld and in Victnam h飾c milde big strides ch餌lglng the face

Of the worId. The pICture Of the cra has uIldergonc s準nificant

Changes. Impcrialism has Iost its hegomonic po高ion in the

WOrld; it can no Ionger [ule the rOOSt and decide the destiny of

PeOPles. Socia]ism has actua11y come into being. and under its

POSitive impact’hundreds of peoples have stood up to seize

independence, tO become the masters of their fate. and [o exert

a positive influence on the development of world history.

In apite of the serious difficulties it is facing, SOCialism will

Surely overcome them and win. That is an irreversible trend; it is

in accordance with the development law of mankind, because

the socialist ideals have deeply penetrated in the heart and mind

Of hundreds of millions of people as a superior social system in

his10ry.

Mankind is always grateful to the great men who have helped

the development of history. President H6 Chf Minh is one of

these men who had lef"heir mark in the 20th century. His great

thoしIghts regarding the equality of people, the righ=o live, the

freedom for each individual, the ideal of justice, democracy,

fratemity, PeaCe and friendship for peoples, the intensification of

relations among human beings, etC. are Values of world signifi-

CanCe, COntributing to the culture of mankind.

On the occasion of this grand anniversary, being proud of

being the continuators of President H6 Chf Minh’s thought and

glorious cause, We eXPreSS Our deep respect and unbound grati-

tude for him and undertake to tum his Iofty thoughts in{o reality

On Our beloved native land.

重00

THE WORLD IS STILL CHANGING,

BUT HO CHI MINH THOUGHTVALL

LIVE FOREVER*

V方N官職y6n G毒p描

The core of H6 Chi Minh thoりght

… Scientists from many different coumries ancl tiands share

the common view lha( //le 11,OIJd /!a∫ C/iaIIge〔上値/一t[// c/lu/!gと・,

b出H∂ C/!l妬/高///O鳴/両用/ /i↓,e〆,I・e↓,e,’i,一′′~a/一k高批`面,‘I.aI

So what has made H6 Chi Minh thought perpetし一ate With

mank王nd? One cannot cxplain clearly H6 Chf Minh thought if

間e f高上s to place H6 Chf Minh in his relationshlP W血his time.

President H6 Chf Minh w′aS born and grew up al a llme When

colonial occupation by CaPit証sm had been completed.

Hundreds of independent and sovcI●Clgn COしIntries had lost their

independence and become ensla¥′ed. Inheriting the nation’s

tradition, H6 Chf Mi血made up his mind (O leave his country ln

SearCh of the way for national sa王、′ation. After nearly ten years

his survey c,f the imperialist powe一・ and their coIonial system, he

Came tO this condusion: Everywhere capitalism and imperialism

are cruel and ruthless; eVeryWhere the working people are

expIoited, tOrtured and have no right to life.

* Excerpt f「om qucch zl=he Inte「nationzll Conference “H6 C’hf Minh-VIC血lm-

Wolld Peacc’’hcld m Caicu[1a (Indla) on 141h January 1991.

据V6 Nguy全n Gl毎(bom ln 1911), Ministcr of Na[10nal Defeme, the flr`"o

have been promoled to the 「こlnk ofGeneral by Prc`idenl H6 Chf Mlnh m 1948.
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l′′’b握れ一'iII一存叩/0一,C,/b/. /高co//Il時で/柄pe叩)/c,,一高/! /高

p/’(妙‘肌/ JJ順pa時事′● I/一e PIig/血が〃7i/IioI1理声I常[c/!e(/ pc,Op/e ,

Ng,年G/一Ai Q,‘`)iraII!C' /O Le/高点〃高1920. T/le PaI/l Io /luIio/7a/

Sa/1'a有0,高子/!ul c/p′●0/eIal・ia/出仕O/高0/J. Pa扉oI高川口守fIo5〔事

/i’’んe`/高/~ ge’一wie高le’.〃a互0/一aIisl′7・ Na′io′’a/高布pe’7(拐Jfe高

I高んc,`l高/高be′●uIioI- q付OCiely, Q//I7u/証I高T/?a信s //!e k竹男e/

〆H∂ C/J了M高信/!Ol/g/JI.

In [he subsequent decades of study and struggle H6 Chf Minh

thought was brought to perfection.

H6 Chf Minh thought is the imaglnative and successful dPPli-

Cation of the principles of Marxism-Leninism to the specific

realities of Vietnamese society, Of Eastem societies which used

to be coIonial and semi-feudal・ Tha=hought blazed the path to

nationa=iberation for colonial and semi-COlonial coun書ries, and

Set an Orientation for those societies to advance from na[ional-

1iberation revolution and people’s national democratic revolu-

tion to socialism.

Meanwhile some revolutionaries of that time held that only

when the proletarian revolution of the mother country

SuCCeeded could the liberation of the coIonial countries be

achie¥′ed. But Nguyen Åi Qu6c realized that the cause of

nationa=iberation o白he coIonial countries might be based

mainly on its own strength to galn Victories; mOre than that,

‘′ictories could be achieved earlier and were of great help to

their mother countries as well.

Apart from its three sources namely French utoplan

SOCialism・ English political economics and German philosophy

and Marxist diaIectics, Marxism was emiched by H6 Chf Minh

Who brought new elements to its content: the Vietnamese

PeOPle’s patriotism. the oppressed peoples’thirst for national

liberatlOn言he community tradltion and the qulnteSSenCe Of

漢O2

Oriental philosophy. Dialectics was a獲so been applied with imag-

ination on the basis of inheriting and developing the dialectical

elements in the thinking of the Vietnamese nation and Asia’s

time-honored civilizations.

If the goal of Marxism is not only to perceive the world but

also to transform it, then H6 Chf Minh is a vivid model of that

goal. In H6 Chf Minh, theory and practice were one; WOrds and
deeds were one. Just as some scholars said, `●H6 Chf Minh’s

thought and cause cannot be evaluated only through his writings

and speeches, but also through his actions, and what is more,

through his vyork, Studies and struggle, and his flawless, Simple

and great life’’.

H∂ C/![ M初Iho!/g力白5 a I7eW deve/apmel?I qf MaI壷In-

Le′高is′n l′高s appIica有o′汗o [he ′“ea柄y `在/!e Cause QfIきaIioI准/

I了beI・aIio/! aI)d b高/d高g a /?eW JOCiety //7 Vie柄aIn, aI!d faI汗/]eI・e-

かe co,面b雄,o whe擁ve/apre′時Eas′er′~ CO酬t’’ieso〃d, ,o

a /a/’ge C高eIIらIo oI/?eI● COl研r/eS aS WelI.

For the Vietnamese, H6 Chi Minh thought not only led the

nationa=iberation struggle to complete victory, through thirty

years of fighting without respite. Bu=oday, under the leader-

Ship of the Communist Party, it continues to develop with new

Creations in order to find the way of transition to socialism, tO

build a peaceful, Civilized and happy life for the whole people

Of Viemam, for every Vietnamese citizen.

Na`iona=ndependence

First of aI= would ]ike to deal with the question of nationaI
independence in President H6 Chf Minh thought.

Mankind, lhroughout ils history of evolution, has engendered

SO many Civilizations, and not a few shameful things.
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Col。nialism is one of the most shamefu=hings su的r亡d by

mankind. Tt ha時b冊dcned the宜lteS uf rmall郡ld weaL ilAIions

With fctlcrs and o[)l)reSbion言’ammC `lnd po、一erty, 11neracy and

diseaゝeS, eしc. Wining back mdepe11dence and freedom is there-

fore lhe bummg aSPlration of oppressed natjons in the 20th

CCntu工l〉′. And H6 Ch自Minh was one c′白hose symbolizing that

Will and asplration. H6 Chf Minh pu白lP the c‘elebrated motto:

`Wo[/面8高I10/’e PI.efio硝汗/z#月面佃酬存eI)Ce軌C/./売,Cd。′7了. He

is regarded as Lhe vanguard in wakcning his nationi and other

expIoited nations ill thc struggle for fr鎚dom, jndependence、 |nd

human values.

In the process of leading [he natlOna=lbera[ion struggle as

Well as in the process of leading the Vietnamese revolution,

Presidellt H6 Chf Minh higIdy †,a/LIed //?e /演cc+ C/ //Ie PeOp/e

a肩//?e /!atioIらa/ld I●ega/’dc,在/;eIn “S I/le de…五c,jか`.e可が(/7e

¥/,lcto′●y〆tI!e I●evo最高oI!. His s[rategy consisIs iIl皿iting lhe

Whole people and the who書c mtion i1=he common slruggle for

national independence and freedom.王-Ic said:

“UI諦y高s(I・e聴[I了’.

“U証y, L間(y, gI●ea白tI訪ソ

SlノICぐe∫S, SLIC(’e∬, gI●eal鋤(1ぐe∫∫!’’

The Vietnamese communiぐ〉′ 1S COmPOSed of over fifty ethnic-

i[ies, Whom the enemy COn油融y tried to “dil′ide and rule’’.

President H6 Chf Minh appealed to a= f?thllicities to un王te and

COnSider themselves to be brothers of the Same family.

¥’ietnamese society consists of many cIa∫淵having diifel’ent

interests, but sharing the same fate of being enslaved by COIo-

nialism. President H6 Chf Minh appcaled to a11 classes, all strata

Of the people - WOrkenらpeaSantS, brain workers, Patriotic p耶On-

alities alld o¥′erSeaS Vietnamese - tO CIose their ranks in the fight

to save the nation and their families, and to resoIve all problems

arismg from the relationship betw′een Classes and the natiol工
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People of differen白●e//gJO郁und be/i串are living on

Vietnam’s soil. The enemy always tried to provoke and divide

them. ′Fhat’s why Presidcnt H6 Chf Minh mapped out a policy of

uniting different religious` uniting religious and non-religious

PeOP]e' With a view to JOlnmg e鮒〕rtS tO fight the aggressors and

build the country.

President H6 Chf Minh ser great store by unity between the

Vietnamese people and fratemal peoples and progressive forces

in the world言ncluding the French and American peoples. He

follnd a correct solution to the pI・ob/ems aris高g万vI77 /he I・ela-

tioI)∫/函be勅ee/月面e /まa/io/la/ aI!d //!e wheI・I裏aIioI!al, betWeen //ie

VielI!ameSe I7at子oI) aI!d oI/7el・S.

The National United Front, Which rallies everybody into a

monolithic block, is regarded as a tremendously great force, nOt

Only in the nationa日iberation revolution but also in the socialist

revolution.

It is on the basis ofthat solid and broad national unity that the

Whole Vietnamese people, regardless of their age and sex, from

the mountain areas to the plains, have raised up m皿ons as one

man to put up a fight, thus creating the invincible force of the

VieI′聞n PeOple,s '',a,・ Which defeated all aggressors.

It is on the basis of that intemational solidarity that the

Strength of the Vietnamese people has been m両iplied, Creating

the aggI‾ega[e勅-eIlgt/=hat led the two wars of resistance to

COmPlete victory.

H6 Chi Minh thought and the example set by Vietnam have

become a source of strong lnSPlration for all the peoples in their

Struggle for nationa=iberation. Many independent countries

have acknowledged the impacらdirect and indirect, influence

exerted by the Vietnamese rcvolution and H6　Chf Minh

thought.
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Tbday. the though両atいNo亜ng lq m。re P「eCiour言har言nde-

pendence and freedom,, sti】l re血ns its ¥▼itality. Havi11g gamed

political independence, developlng CO1mtries still have to

struggle against all neo-COIonialist forces which are making use

of their financial, teChnical, and technoIogical power to plunder

them and to keep them in a state of backWardness and depend-

ence; in other words, they are, in fact, Carrylng Outいre-COIo-

nization’’.

A=his time of restoration of national spirit from Asia to

Europe, One is deeply moved by the followlng VerSeS by H6 Chf

Minh:

`TIIeI・e aI・e Iho〃SaI!ds (ゾb諦eI・ I/高gs i′〃he一↓,OI●Id

B所IIO bi/teI・I)eSS CaII COI)7paJ-e一¥・勅/oss Q/互をc’doII上

In short, freedom for everybody, eVery nation and every State

in the choice of their path of development, that is the ever-1asting

aspiration of mankind.皿at is also the essence of H6 Chf Minh

血ought.

The new regime

For President H6 Chf Minh, national independence is always

linked to people’s Aeedom “′~d /~御所e$S・ He said: “The

country may be independent’but if the people do not enJOy

freedom and happiness, that independence has no meaning’’・ He

also said: ``I have only one desire, the strongest one・ that is the

desire to make our country totally independent and enable all

our countrymen be well-fed, Well-dressed and have opportuni-

ties to get education,,・皿is reminds us of Mahatma Gandhi・ Who

also said that he would “endeavor for an India (…) where there

would be no nobles and no pariahs, an India where all commu-

nities would live in harmony:’
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Ever since the birth of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam,

president H6 Chf Minh had set forth血ee big and urgent tasks:

“Tb annihilate three enemies: famine, i加orance and forelgn

invaders,,. He advanced the slogan:白Tb carry out simultaneously

resistance and national construction,,・ He devoted great e鱈brts to

painstakingly building a ′一ett”OCiety and new life; he called on

the people to do everything possible負to increase produc[ion and

practice thrift:, to develop the economy and culture, tO Organize

general elections・ tO draw up a new Constitution and set up the

State of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, a State of the

people, by the people and for the people.

H6 Chf Mi血discovered the value of independence直eedom

.and happiness in the objectives and ideals of scient擁SOCialis′γZ

of Marxism_Leninism. For President H6 Chi Minh, SOCialism is

not a set of rigid dogmas, alien to the material and intellectual

interests of man. He set a very concrete and practical o印ective

for the period of transition from people’s democracy to

socialism:仕To ensure that everybody is we11-fed’We11-dressed・

happy and free・,, “tO liberate the working people from poverty・ tO

provide everybody with empIoyment・ Welfare and a happy life”.

This ot)jective is indicative of the consistency of H6 Chf Minh

thought in people・s democratic revolution as well as in socialist

revolution: always taking into the highest consideration the

interests of the country and the people. One can call this

socialism a so「ialism //面“Inakes //~e PeOple rlch a′~d /he

co初出y St′■0′証, a kind of socialism consistent with the

country・s peculiarities and the essential trend of mankind.

In the process of leading Vietnam’s revolution and in his

creative search for the path to advance the country・ President H6

Chi Minh highlighted /he Iタブa高co′~(e′一t `法面′leW SOCiely:

- In the economy: tO gradually build up the material and tech-

nical foundation of socialism, tO PrOVide everybody with
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empIoymen〔; tO institute democratic management and a system

Of distribution according to labour; tO unCeaSmgly lnCreaSe

labol⊥r PrOductiviしy and raise people’s material and intellectual

living standards; tO WOrk toward the liquidation of the reglme Of

expIoitation of men by men.

- In politics‥ tO Set uP an Order where the working people are

masters, taking the alliance between workers, PeaSantS and intel-

1igentsia as the foundation; tO eStablish a State of the people, for

the people and by the people, Where all power belongs to the

PeOPle; the people are masters while the govemment and offi-

Cials are only public servants, etC.

- In cultural and social fields‥ tO bring lntO Shape a JuSt and

democratic society, Where men are friends and brothers to one

another・ a SOCiety endowed with fine traditions and practices,

Where traditional values are glVen PrOminence in combination

With a selective acceptance of the cultural essence of mankind;

Where science and technoIogy are developed; the people,s

Cultural standard is raised, talented people are trained and uscd,

and conditions are provided for the new-tyPe man tO gradually

COme into shape and develop his creativeness.

According to President H6 Chf Minh: socialism in Vietnanl

does not cvoIve along /庇path QfIZa初一al deve/ap′77e′7t高Ai証o′・y,

互om c印ilalism /O JOCia短In, a∫ KarI Marx、 Jaid, but from a

backward agricultural economy With an under-developed

PrOduction force. This advance is still full of hardships and of

long duration, and one cannot have a high material standard of

living ovemight; however, right now there should be a struggle

to build up a democratic and just society, With a healthy life style

and a fine relationship beしween men-

In short, President H6 Chf Minh’s co11CePt Of socialism is a

Creative application of Marxism-Leninism combined with the

traditions of the community culture of the Vietnamese nation
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and the asplrations to JuSticc and fratemity m the philosophical

thought of the East. Therefore・ Other nations, Whi量e refusing the

tormenting road of capitalism, may Study and find in H6 Chf

Minh’s thoughts on socialism, an Orientation fitting their choice.

H6 Chf Minh hllmanism

For President H6 Chf Minh, national and socia=iberation

Should eventua11y lead to [/7e /IbeI・atioI型fmai誼om all kinds of

OPPreSSion, eXPloitation and injustice. This ideal sprmgS from

his boundless humaneness and love for the people and mankind.

Hd CIきl M高h I腸ma′高n is first of all directed to suffering

and persecuted compatriots, but Ais /ove aI!d #ctloI! know no
limit in tems of races or skin coIors. H6 Chf Minh humanism,

however言s absolutely not compassion. His Iove for man is

CIosely linked to his boundless trust in the creative energy and

COmmOn SenSe Of man, and his constant awakening of the poten-

tial capabilitjes of man to rise up consciously and fight for his

OWn emanCIPatlOn, WreSt back independence and freedom for

the nation and dignity for himself.

H6 Chf Minh humanism is full for optimism for man and Qf

[Iust高//~e所e ′~atlげe and possibilities to strive to go forward,

even though he may have once commitled errors. He said that we

Should use tolerance and generosity to treat the children that have

been led astray due to some circumstances. The duty of a revolu-

tionary lS tO See tO i=hat白the fine parts ofevery man blossom like

flowcrs in sprlng While the ugly ones wither gradually,,・

Regarding socialist construction, President H6 Chf Minh

Paid a special attention to building ``the new man,,, for this is the

motive force determinmg [he future advance of Vietnamese

SOCiety. He demanded that there be a strategy負to grow men,,・
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The new man should be both the cause and the result of the

process of fighting to build a new society. According`tO him, the

new, SOCialist Vietnamese man should have the spirit of being

master of society. ・・If you are masters・ yOu Should know how to

bear your responsibilities and not to rely on others or should not

adopt a wait-and置See attitude・・・ he said. ``The new man should

have cultural and scientific knowledge and some professiona1

1evel.皿e new man should possess revolutionary virtues: indus-

triousness, thrift言ntegrity and righteousness∴白devotion to

public interests and selflessness・・・ He should oppose individu-

alism, but opposlng individualism does not mean negating the

legitlmate lntereStS Of the individual. H6 Chi Minh also said,
“Everyone has his own character’his own strong point and his

own life and the life of his family. If personal interests do not

clash with collective interests, that is not bad,,・ In his opmion,

the new Vietnamese man is a man imbued with national tradi-

tions and with socialist intemationalism.

H6 Chi Minh is the symboI ofinoble values in human rela-

tionships: Veneration for the elder・ affection for children and

young people, and respect for women. He did not miss anyone

in the focus of his attention, made sacrifices to all of them, and

was not concemed with fame and gamS for himself. In his life-

time, he led a humble, Simple, Pure, uPright and refined life.

H6 Chf Mi11h humanism is the crystallization of Vietnamese

traditional values and at the same time the product of mankind’s

qulnteSSenCe. It can be said that H6 Chf Minh humanism is the
humanism of the new times.

Facing a new conjuncture

負The world today is experienclng a PSyChoIogical crisis・’’

once said the Prime Minister of India, Jawaharlal Nehru∴`What
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is needed noⅥ言s an approach to peace, friendship and amity.’’

And he affirmed that “Dr. H6 Chf Minh is the expression of such

an approach.,, 「mis assessment by the Indian Prime Minister is

still valid.

President II6 Chf Minh was a man of boundless Iovc and

friendship. More than anyone’he aspired to peace -- a PeaCe

/高ke〔白O nd印ellde/重Ce伽くわ!atio′~al i′礁g′●了ty. Steadfast in

strategy, he proved to be extremely flexible in tactics, and many

limes tried to make concessions, SOmetimes important ones, tO

preserve peace for his nation. But the grea=he concessions he

made, the more the enemy encroached・ When there was no other

altemative to select, he was compelled to mobilize a11 the

Vietnamese people to carry out the most protracted and fiercest

war in history ln Order to wrest back independence and unity for

the country.

Only recently did we manage to have a peace tha=he

President had dreamt of all his lifetime. We are doing our best

to fulfill his last wish.山at is, tO build up a peaceful, united, inde-

pendent, democratic, POWerful and prosperollS Vietnam in new

favorable conditions, but also in immenSe difficulties. Those

difficulties arise from our backward economy and many decades

of war to which should be added the economic blockade and

embargo by imperialist forces・ the inflしIenCe Of the changes in

Eastem European countries and -the Soviet Union and a very

complicated situation in the world.

These days,.・・ We are also witnesslng the continuation of the

profound changes in the intemational con」unCture With the

appearance of the mしIlti-POlar situation, the detente of the great

powers. Meanwhile in the USSR as well as in Eastem European
countries, a Serious and many-Sided crisis is taking place

entailing disbalance of forces. So, peaCe and cooperation tend to

develop favorably but [he struggle between the forces is by no
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means less intense and the danger of war has not yet been ruled

Out. Nobody can predict what is golng tO happen ln the Persian

Gulf and beyond it tomorrow.

At thlS 」unCture, the fast growth of the technoIogical revolu-

tion is accompanied with the widenlng gaP between developed

and developing countries. With their deliberate ruses, developed

COuntries make use of their technoIogical, COmmerCial and

financial strength and the most powerful mass media to control

the political situation, infiltrate into poor countries by economic,

Cultural and ideological means with a view to creating an ever-

Widening inequality ln the North-South relationship, Putting on

the shoulders of developmg COuntries the enormo11S debt,

PreVenting the creation of a new world economic order with

equality that India, tOgether with other nations have proposed

Since long.

As part of the world community, Vietnam has been trylng tO

make contributions to creating peace and stability ln the reglOn

and in the world as well, tO PrOmOte intemational exchanges, tO

normalize and inprove relationships, tO take part in labour divi-

Sion and to cooperate with other countries with di徹3rent POlitical

tendencies, tO aVail itself of the support from the latter in many

fields: eCOnOmic management, SCientific and technoIogicaL

Meanw皿e the Vietnamese people will heighten血eir self-reliance,

independent creative thinIdng to overcome di批culties and obsta-

Cles and to tide them over the buming questions of the time.

In order to so量ve these problems we should keep on followlng

the goals of our revolution: I裏a[ional高depeI)deI!Ce a南

SOCialism that our late President strived for. The Vietnamese

people are stepping up aI裏a/′-Side(1 ′‾e′ZOVa[io′~ aCrOSS the

COuntry. We a11 the more understand clearly the statement of

President H6 Chf Minh: “This is a glgantic struggle agamSt What

is obsolete and decaying in order to create what is new and ful1
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Of vitality; this struggle cannot come to a successful end without

relying on the strength of the entire people’’・ This cause of reno-

Vation has gained initial results of significance. Our Party is

Carrylng Out the line of broadening democracy・ enCOuragmg the

Whole nation to take part in the Pla擁,rm and Strategyjbr Socio-

ecoI!OI扉c DevelapmeI7t tO be presented at the coming 7th Party

Congress.

Facing the present situation in the world, the Vietnamese as

well as other countries should assert more their fundamental

national rights, PreSerVe the identity and fine tradition of their

nations, While promoting intemational cooperation and

absorbing the cultural and scientific achievements of the intel-

1ecトbased civilization. The desire for independence, freedom

and genuine happmeSS Of each nation is a condition for the soli-

darity of world peoples.

… H6 Chf Minh, a hero of the Vietnamese people, a loyal

friend of all nations and of the progressive mankind, WaS a

thinker, a Sage, a SOCial activist whose theory was linked to

reality. H∂ C樟Minh (/硯`g力t /s a set d‘ /e′~els ′hat can be

s〃InmaI・ized as jZ)llows.・ ;nd印ende催e “′~d re〃n昨ca/io′弓or /he

/!OIneI伽d,互eedoIn aI!d deInOC′・aCyjかI/!e Peaple, Cq〃alily “nd

happiIleSS /br cveIγboくれpeace a′~d所e′~dshゆめr cve′γ na[ion

aIld II書e 〔1eve/apmeI?/ Q/‘c初〃ral and /硯ma′諦arian relations履タS

jか肋e lime.
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HO CHf MINH THOUGHT IN THE

RENOVATION CAUSE率

D6 M重l∂i拙

… President H6 Chi Minh was the lalented leader of our Party

and people, the cIose friend of peoples fighting for independ-

ence, freedom, and social progress,いan outstanding nationa1

1iberation hero and cultural celebrity’’. He devoted all his life to

his Iofty objectives: independence for thc country証eedom and

happ】neSS for the people.

Over the past years, although con缶onted w皿complicated

developments in the world and many d珊culties at home' OしIr

Party, fimly grasplng and correctly applying H6 Ch〔 Minh

thought, has led the people in promoting ↑he renovation cause・

overcomlng di珊culties and challenges to ensure the continued

advance of the country and to record important achievcments:

economic growth, improvement of the people’s living standard,

preservation of political stability, enhancement of demOCratic

rights, COnSOlidation of national defense and secl⊥rity, dc¥′elop-

ment of forelgn relations. raislng Our CO皿try‘s prestlgC and

stance on血e intemational al-ena, thereby opemng a neW PCriod

Of development with br皿ant PrOape。tS.

As we are deepenmg the rel-O¥′ation cause言riany lleW and

complicated problems arise; the thoroしIgh comprehension of the

* Excerpt f「om the甲ech a=hc cclebr櫨llOn O白hc 10紬踊Il¥。し高時′ Of

Pret;ldcnl H6 Chi Mmh’ヽ blrthday on 19th May 1995.

** D6 MuCyl. bom in 】917, Gener話Sccrctal・y O=he Com剛冊t P油y of

VICしnam 「rOm 1991 10 1998.
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great ideas of H6 Chf Minh in soIving theoretical and practical

problems of Vietnam becomes more pressing than ever. This is

an effective way to celebrate his birthday anniversary・

The 65-year history of our Party and people’s∴Struggle

fraught with innumerable hardships and sacrifices has pro‘′ed

that every advance of the Vietnamese revolution is asso。iated

with President H6 Chf Minh. He was the embodiment of the

ideas of national independence linked to socialism, the paragon

o∫ the spirit of independence and soverelgnty, Self-reliance・

renovation and creativeness. His thoughts were the crystalliza-

tion of the moral values, the cultural identities, the gallan=radi-

tions of indomitability, righteousness, fidelity of our nation・

which have been cultivated for thousands of years and combined

with the quintessence of the world culture and the era’s intelli-

gence, the peak of which is Marxism-Leninism. He correctly
and creatively applied that doctrine to the specific conditions of

our country. He also contributed to its development on several

important questions, Particularly on the national liberation revo-

lution and the advance to socialism in coIonial and dependent

countries. His thoughts have blazed the way for us to win

victory; they have become lasting values of the VietnameSe

people and increasmgly known in tl丁e WOrld・

Experience show詰hat our revolution can be succesrful only

when we firmly stick to our objectives, keep high our spirit of

independence and soverelgnty・ Self-reliance’renOVation.・ and

creativeness. rI6 Chf Minh was such d man, and so did宜e act.

皿roughout his very 。Ctive life・ he always based himself o重1

1・eality, he a¥′Oided conservative and dogmatic ideas. He djd not

repeat existing obゝOlete solutions・ and he alwa)’S弧浩中葉

about renovations or new creatjons.
高・瑠ノ主イ涌!/

Each people must find out their oWn Way for s棚で胸印癌叩

and developmcnt in accordance with their co【lCret%f曾摘ま舗‡・
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Eleing a great patriot, President H Chf Minh deeply understood

this fact. From patriotism he came to Marxism-Leninism, he

found the way to save his coun'ry血ough revolution in a coIo-

nial and feudal country with the immediate tasks of over-

throwing the imperialisIS and their feudalist agents, SeCurlng

national independence, PrOViding land to tillers・ then step by

step advancmg tO SOCialism. President H6 Chf Minh pointed out

that at first we must carry ou=he nationa=iberation revolution

and the agrarian l-eVOlution, Or the people,s national democratic

revolution, thereafter the socialist revolution. These are two

successive cIosely-related revolutions. So, he combined national

independence whh socialism, genuirle Patriotism with prole-

tarian intemationalism, the strength of the nation with that of

other peoples, the traditional strength with that of the epoch・ for

the purpose of liberating the natioIl, SOCietyりand man.

In spite of di鯖icul{ics and challenges. President H6 Ch了Minh

COnSistently kept that line throughout his life. Under the banner

of his thought’the Vietnamese revolution has steadily advanced

and recorded historical §uCCeSSeS Of an epochal character: tO

SuCCeSS皿y cany ou=he August 1945 Revolution・ tO Win

victory over the war§ Of aggression waged by cruel and powerful

coIoniali§tS and imperialists, tO liberate South Vietnam, tO unify

the country, tO reCOVer COmPlete independence, thereby opening

the way to socialism from a poor and backward country.

Our Party State and people are continuing to hold high the

banner of national independence and socialism, tO make

research and creation in the∴neW conditions, Strictly imple・

menting the teachings of President H6 Chf Minh: ``Only under

the leadership of a party capable of crea’ively applying

Marxism-Leninism to the §PeCific conditions of one’s country

can nationa=iberation revolution be brought to triumph arld

socialism revolulion to success:’
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The world has now greatly changed. The way [O SOCialism of

Our COuntry COntains many new factors言ncluding polntS quile

different from what we thought a few decades ago. In such

CircumStanCeS, Our Party has pursued the policy of renovation,

S〔anding for the development of a m血i-SeCtOral commOdity

economy, OPerating under the socialisトOrientated market mech-

anism and the management of the State. At each phase ofdevel-

OPmen[, eCOnOmic growth must always be related to social

PrOgreSS and juslicc. Carrymg Out renOVation in this direction,

We have recorded very lmPOrtant aChievements but many theo-

retical and practical questions have arisen and caH for solutions

to keep on the strong and steady advance of the revolutionary

In the process of seeking ways and creating tempos for step-

Plng uP the industrialization and modemization of the country.

We Should learn the expe重ience of co皿trics which have

PreCeded us so as to draw good polntS tO be applied and to avoid

the errors or failures they have met with. In leamlng from them

Or referring to them, We definitely should not copy on other

persons’model. Dogmatism on one side or the other is detri-

mental to the inlereStS Of the country or people. President H6 Chf

Minh set a br皿ant example on 〔hat score. He highly valued the

WOrld’s intelligence; he made ample reference and leamed a lot

to draw the best knowledge of mankind and to find the revolu-

tionary path of Vietnam. We should inherit and well apply that

lesson.

President H6 Chf Minh’s revolutionary life was full ofdi鮒-

C.ulties and ordeals, but very heroic and glorious. In any circum-

stances, he remained calm and fearless; at decisive moments of

the revolution or critical moments of history, he took clear-

Sighted and bold decisions. For instance, he declared the disso-

hltion of fhe Party for underground activity, Or he signed the 6
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March 1946 Preliminary Accord… He said: ``In血e face of that

presslng and dangerous si‘uation, the Party could not hesitate.

Hesitaしion would spoil everything. The Party should take quick

decisions and even painful methods to retrie¥′e the situa-

tion...,,(。 This is the great capability of a leader both intelligent

and brave, nOt fearing any difficulty or danger and overcommg

any trial.

Over the past fifty years, the Vietnamese revolution has been

facing lnnumerable opportunities and dangers, favorable condi-

tions and ad¥′erSilies. In 1930, after the failure of the Yen B名

insurrection, French repression was extremely savage; COmmu-

nist organizations in our country were still scattered・ Ng一⊥y6n Åi

Qu6c had a very clear vision and an absolute prestige; he stood

ou=o unite all [he communist organizations in the country・

founded the Communist Party of Vietnam, m9eting the requlre-

ment of the revolution in the new phase. As a result・ the workers’

movement and the patriotic movement of various strata of people

could early have a unified political Party tha=ook the leadership

of the Vietnamese revolution and launched the great re¥′Olu-

tionary surge of 1930-1931 which culminated in the Nghe TInh

Soviet insurrection.

In 1945, the A11ied coun証es won the war, OPemng a POSSi-

bility of bringmg about self-detemination to coIonial peoples.

But a=he same time the event paved the way for the allies to

enter Indochina to disam the Japanese troops; along wlth the

disamament of the JapaIleSe WaS the -SCheme of reinstalling

coIonialism in our country m spite of the fac=hat we had been

an active partlCIPant in the fight agalnSt fascism. So’a=hat

moment, Our COuntry WaS faced with both good opportunity and

danger of invasion.

( l ) H6 Chf Minh・ Co用pl雄Wo接5・ Sccond edltion‘ National Politic` Pub喜ishlng

Houヽe. Hanoi.団95. Vo上6, p. 161・
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In such circumstances, Hesldent H6 and Party had launched

in time a nation-Wide general insurrection. He had taken a

StrateglC reSOlution to seize independence at any cost. In this

SPlrit, he and our Party led the entire people ln taking power dll

OVer Vietnam before the arriヽ′al of the a虹ed forces.

The Democratic Republic of Vietnam had hardly come into

being when it had to cope with a very complicated situation.

Thanks to the clear-Sightedness of President H6 Chf Minh and

Our Party, tO their correct lines and strategleS, aS Well as their

flexible tactics, Our COuntry had gone out of the dangerous situ-

ation, firmly safeguarded the revolutionary power, and waged a

resis[ance war lasting several decades until gloriollS ¥′ictory.

That was our people’s Iong march in the implementatlOn Of

President H6’s call: “Nothing lS mOre PreCious than independ-

ence and freedom’,

In his life time, President H6 Chf Minh frequently had to

COPe With mixed good opportunities and perllous situations.

However, he always kept his strategic determination †o control

the situation, tO make full use of the favorable conditions and

resolutely to fight and t。 Win. His attitude is a practica=esson

for the present generation when our c。untry has starしed the cause

Of renovation with the good opportunlties and the great risks that

the mid-tem National Conference of Representatives of the

Party (VⅡ tenure) pointed out. Tha=esson reminds us of the

necessity to grasp the good opportunities and to clearly realize

the dangers so as to calmly cope with and overcome them.

The achievement already obtained is creating a new force

and stance for us∴Ihe tremendous progress of the scientific and

technoIogical revolution, the trend of expanding global and

reglOnal cooperation is bri11gmg uS neW important sources of

Strength. Deeply confident in our inte11igence and strength, We

Should clevel.1y and creatively apply Marxism二Leninism and H6
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Chf Minh thought to fulfill the Party’s and the∴entire people’s

strategic determination to eradicate poverty and backwardness

and to tum our country within a few comlng decades into a

de¥′eloped country ln the reglOn With a prosperous economy, an

advanced culture, a 」uSt SOCiety.

To materialize that strategic determination, We Should strictly

respec=he ideas of our forefathers and Uncle rI6 to rely on the

people and to take the people as foundation. We should raise the

people’s knowledge; train, nurture, and make full use of talented

men: mObilize our forces, devote our intelligence and energy to

detemine What step to take firs=o push forward the strong

development of the national economy and the whole society. We

should arouse the people,s ardent patriotism and revolutionary

heroism; enhance their splrit of independence and soverelgnty,

their self-reliance, their asplrations and ideals so as to create a

glgantic force and determination for successful renovation・

industrialization and modemization and for building a rich and

StrOng Vietnam.

Throughout his life as a revolutionary, President H6 stead-

fastly stood for national cohesion. He was the symboI of the

united bloc of the nation. His great idea flbout ``Unity, unity,

great unity; Success, SuCCeSS, great SuCCeSS!’’has become a stim-

ulus and an encouragemen=hat assemble all strata of people and

indlViduals to make an inl′incible strength.

For the purpose of nationa=iberation` all strata of people

must be gathered in a broad national united front. In national

construction too, national cohesion must also be strengthened.

National renovation, industrlalization, and modernization can be

ゝuCCeS訂ully achieved when all the nation is united and one-

minded as one man and dev「otes all of i†s talent and energy to the

benefit of the country, tO the brilliant future of the present gener-

atlOn and their descendants.
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For President H6, national unity lS a fundamenta=asting

strategy ln the nationa=iberation revolution as well as in the

SOCialist revolution. ¶1e idea of national unity should impregnate

al=ines and policies of the Party and al=aws of the State,

▲According to him, Our State is distinguished by the nature of the

WOrking dass and by its popular and national character" It is really

the symboI of the unified power of the National Unity State.

Tb gather and unite the whole people, the cohesion within the

Party should be first of all strengthened. President H6 affirmed,
“Cohesion is a very precious tradition of our Party and people’’.

In re‘′Olutionary strし1ggle, On the battlefield or in impe中1ist

jails, imumerable communists have set br皿ant examples of

revolutionary ideals and ethics; Shown readiness to accept diffl-

culties and sacrifices for themselves and to cede better condi-

tions to their compatriots, thereby creating the morally and

Sentimentally united bloc of the Party and the people who are

ready to sacrifice themselves for sacrify the great cause. That is

Why our Party has won confidence, admlration, and love of the

PeOPle at home and ‘friends abroad. Tbday, that tradition

COntinues to develop in the renovation campalgn,

It is a normal thing and a necessity that different views exisl

in the Party ln Seeking ways to reach the determlned obJeCti¥′e.

What is worth attention now is that in a number of places

internal disunit)′ lS Serious and lasting. Individualism, PrOVin-

Cialism, SeCtionalism, thirst for power, Vying‘ merit for oneself

and shifting fault on others are the main cause ofdivision. Uncle

H6 。riticized: “He who shares oncis mind is regarded,a gOOd

man, however bad he might be; his bad deeds are considered

good; then both co¥′er uP eaCh other’s fault and support each

Othcr. He who docs not share one’s mind is rcgardcd as′a bad

man, though he is actually good; his good deeds are considered

bad; then he is disparaged and ill-SPOken of; he is dropped down
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by e¥′ery meanS. This e¥′il is detrimental to the Party, tO the unity

Of the Party’’. Divisive activity and sec〔arianism do harm to the

PreStige of the Party and constitute a crime.

Cohesion in the Party lS the core of national unity. Our

COuntry fol“mS a COmmunity of 50 ethnic groups. Our society lS

Still composed of d皿erenl classes, different strata with different

interests, different religiom and be園iefs. This fact is an objective

reality we have to take into consideration when lines and poli-

Cies are decided. At the same time, hostile forces constantly take

advantage of these differences to incite dlSCOntent and to divide

Out natlOn.

President H6 Chf Minh perseverlngly pursued the consistent

POlicy of uniting all the people, a11 religions, uniting the North

and the South, the high reglOn and the plain, SOCial classes and

Strata, all Vietnamese li‘′ing m the country and those living

abroad, He did his best to build and consolidate the worker-

PeaSanl alliance, the foundatio11 Of the national united front; he

also attached great importance to山e role of other social strata:

the intelligentsia, the petty bourgeoisie, national capitalists,

Patriotic personalities, OVerSeaS Vietnamese. He did not
torget anyone, from each indi¥′1dua=o a1=he community; he

highly appreciated the ser¥′ice and the experience of previous

generations and had deep confidence in future generations.

While he se¥′erely condemned the anti-national reactionaries

OPerating undel- the cover of religion, he sincerely res(pected the

faith of religious people.

Uncle H6’s prlnCiple for na(lOnal unity lS tO take the supreme

mtereStS Of the nation and the fundamentaきrights of the working

PeOPle as foundation, tO harmoniously combine prlVate and

COmmOn interests, PerSOnal and collective interests, and the

mtereStS Of each unit, and each locality with those of the

COmmunity, the nation, and the dass.
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Uncle H6’s method to achieve unity is through campalgnlng,

education’PerSuaSion「 Setting examples; he used his trust, affec-

tion and assistance to move people; he promoted positive

factors’limited and pushed back negative factors to help each

mdividual and organization progress, become mature to effec-

tively contribute to the cause.

President H6 Chf Minh also endea‘′Ored to strengthen inter-

national solidarity’tO Win approval and support, COOPera〔ion and

assistance of friends in all parts of the world for the revolution

and the nation. A=he same time・ he actively fulfi11ed hlS Iofty

intemational obligations. His ideas about national unlty, his

humanism and his pure morality became a force bringlng about

national unity and intemational solidarity, an eXtremely lmPOr-

tant factor for the success of the revolution in our country.

Thoroughly imbued with President H6 Chf Minh thought, Our

Party has repeatedly expressed its viewpomtS On national unity,

urgently calling our entire people living ln the country or abroad

to take the national cause as the common objective, tO WIPe Out

all complex and hatred, tO Iook to the f‘しIture・ tO umte a11 people

into one slngle bloc言O SmaSh a11 scheme“O Pre¥′en=he advance

Of our people, and to implement by e¥′ery means the 7読[(/催Il[

Of Uncle H6:いTb build a peaceful, unified, independent, demo-

Cralic, and powerful Vietnam’’.

Respected Uncle H6 has lef=he mos↑ glorlOuS reVOlutionary

achievements to our people. Through his heroic, nOble, eVentful,

Pure and splendid life full of hardships and sacrifices, he has

also left an invaluable heritage. He set a br皿ant example of a

revoluIionary’s qua血es and virtues symbolizing the fmeSt

Values of the Viemamese mentality, detemination and pcrson-

ality. He sajd:.`Our Party represents virtues and cIVilizatjon,・, He

himself attained the peak of these virtues and civilization,
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Salient in his exemplary life are the qualities of a new-tyPe

leader of the people; his Iofty ideals, his staunch wi11, his great

証ellect, his broad vision, his capability ofattrac†ion and persua-

高on helped h皿keep ciose to dll strata of people・

Pre高den汗I6 Chf Minh wa、 the fine image of the c量ose ties

between a leader and his people. He regularly read local papers,

spared time to ¥′isi=he people 110t for glVmg Orders or for pep

talks but for listenlng tO their vie“′S and those of Party members,

O仁noトSO-importanトPerSOnS’工o get information, tO leam expe-

rience and wisdom from the people. From these contacts, he

meditated and drew what was necessary for deciding appropriate

and persuasi¥′e POlicies.

In spite of his high prestige and his being greatly loved and

respected by the Party and the people, he ne¥′er COnSidered

himself standing abo¥′e the people. On the contrary, he always

Said he was a faithful a11d de¥′Oted servant of the peop量e.

^nswerlng queStions by journalis[S, he stated‥ “Now holding the

PreSidency because the people have entrusted the pos=o me. I

hal′e tO Stri‘′e tO fulfill my task like a soldier goes to the front at

the command of the people. When I am allowed to wi[hdraw,.I

will be glad to do so.,,(l) Iis modesty, his noble feelings and his

disinterestedness constitute a grea=esson for us now.

Unde H6 was the finest embodiment of love and respect for

the people. He was an aged president but he always remdined

modest, Receivmg letters or gifts from old peop量e, Children,

young men, and women, he himself alway=I′rOte letters of

thanks in sincere and fI・iendly terms. This was Uncle H6’s way

Of treating people, Which was fu11 ofhumanism and impregnated

with the Vietnamese soul.

小山d Chf Mlnh. Cowl)/e/C弓V(,/鳥. Scl`Ond c`dIllOn NatlOnと、=〕olitlC` PしIbli`hing

岨)し1ヽe. H…01. !995. Vol. 4, p, 16上
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That is why・ Our PeOPle from high personalities and inte=ec-

tuals to common working people, f11l sec in Unde II6 a ma量1 O書-

great mind and heart・ a great PerSOnality enlightened by reason.

generosity・ and tolerance. From lheir lo¥′e and respec[ for Uncle

H6, [he people ha‘′e, by their own wi=, fo11owed his ldeals and

CauSe; through him・ they have more confidence in ‘he Party and

doser c.onnection with the Party and our reglme.

In the present conditiom when there are multiple challenges,

followlng the example of Un。le H6, mOSt Of our Party cadres

and members keep their vanguard exemplary role, maintain their

Way Ofliving in honesty and integrity, Winnmg the people・s Iove

and admiration・ However we should frankly admi=he painful

fac=hat no small number of Party cadres and members are

abusing their power and being degenerated; they cannot o¥′e十

COme their ambitions and ordinary seductions. Their negative

actions and corrupted way of life are causlng Painful concem to

SOCiety. A number of them・ Who contro=he finance or property

Of the.State・ have committed embezzlemen=o i11egally enrich

themselves. A number of others・ Who dre elected representati‘′eS

Of the people, have stretched their pow′er and committed innu-

merable immoral and uncultured actions, eVen blatant violatiom

Of law that indignate the people・ When &live, Uncle H6 recom-

mended that Party cadres and members must resolutely combat

individualism, COrruPtion, WaStefulness, a11d bureaucratism and

COnStan[ly keep themselves industrious, thrifty’honest, righト

eous・ and disinterested. The above-mentioned category of wrong

doers have acted at variance with the [eachings of Uncle H6.

Tb preserve the prestige of the Party and the State, tO COnSOl-

idate the confidence ofthe people, We muSt dismiss at once these

ParaSites of society・ 1rreSPeCtive of their positions and functioIIS.

With regard to persons who call themselves Party members but

Who betray their ideals・ do harm to the country and the people,
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we must without pity exclude them form the Party・ State organs・

and mass organizations. If they violate laws・ they must be

$e¥′erely judged and punished.

Moreover. a number of o血er officials who have hold their

posts for a long time, become subjective and self-COnCeited.

They are lazy to study theoretlCal matters and reluctan=o keep

up with realities or to sum llP the creative experiences of the

grass+OO=evel; they become scleroses in intelligence and no
Ionger capable of organizlng and guiding the people’s actions.

The 8th Plenum of the Party Central Committee has just

decided toいcontinue the building and perfection the S'ate Of the

Socialist Republic of Vietnam, laying emphasis on the adminis-

trative reform.,, The Plenum also stressed tha=he administrative

refom must be associated with Party rectification, the enhance-

ment of ¥′1rtueS, knowledge` and capability of govemment cadres

and o鮒clals in order to enable them to deeply `⊥nderstand that

they are both the representative of the S'ate POWer and a=he

same time the de¥′Oted servan†s Of the people. They must seri-

ously remember Uncle H6,s last wil] saymg that “Ours is a

ruling Party. Each Party cadre and member mus=horoughly

abide by the revolutionary qualities・ really be hard-WOrking・

thrifty, honest, and devoted to theiI Public duties" They must be

the worthy leaders and the most faithful servan†S Of the people.’’

The study and thorough comprehension of H6 Chf Minh

thought is very necessary and important. But wha白s more

necessary is to appjy his though=o the c皿ent Circ皿IStanCeS

and conditions of our collntry・ In the immediate, it is necessary

やstudy and dPPly H6 Chf Minh thought in summmg up the real-

ities of recent years, drawmg lessons and experience; On this

ba読、 We Sha11 prepare thc content of the 8th National Party

Congress, from the PolitlCal Report, the Report on Party

bu11ding to the determination of the strategy and orientation for

126

development in the comlng yearS, the correct intemal and

externa=ines and policies for the successful implementation of

the resolution of the Congress. This is a very lmPOrtant and

slgnificant work that makes H6 Chi Minh thought pemanently

linked to reality, CeaSelessly completed and developed・ and

further enriched to guide our actions.

In the ebullient atmosphere of the celebration of the great

anniversaries, eVeryOne Of us is profoundly proud of llVing m a

glorious era of the nation・ Of being a citizen of independent

Vietnam brought into being by President H6 Chi Minh’Of being

a member of the Party founded and trained by leader Nguy6n Åi

Qu6c. A=he same time, eaCh of us also realizes the heavy
responsibility of our generation in pexpetuating and developlng

the glorious cause started and directed by Uncle H6.

Permeated with deep patriotism when still very young’

pondering day and night on the future of the country and the

prospects of the nation・ H6 Chf Minh traveled in all parts of the

world to seek a way for national salvation. From patriotism he

came to Marxism-Leninism, he profoundly understood that

doctrine and applied it to山e conditions of Vietnam・ WOke up

our people and made them tenaciously and gallantly struggle for

the present state of our land・ thereby making Vietnam renowned

in the world. Wherever he went, he always turned his mind and

heart to his nati¥′e land and his compatriots with boundless feel-

1ngS. Our people will be forever proud of him, the great son of

the nation. We shall remember his words:付I have only one and

slngle obective all my life, that is to struggle for the interests of

my country and the happlneSS Of our people. I had a=imes to

take refuge in mountains or to face imprlSOnment Or dangers for

the said p岬OSe,・(l). It was that strong asplration which gave hm

extraordinary cnergy to remain unrcduced by richness,

(1)H6C吊M爪h.Op.c五Vol・4申240・
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unshaken by po、′erty・ and unsubmitted by force, dnd to get

abroad vision and to choose wise measures leadmg tO Victory・

His greatest longmg WaS tO See ``the country independent, the

PeOPle completely free, eVery COmPatriot able to eat his fil=O
have enough cIothes, and to be educated"’’Holding high H6 Chf

Minh’s banner` We are detemined to bring renovation to

COmPlete success. to make the people rich, the country strong,

the society 」uSt, Civilized, deser‘′ed of the profusion of love and

affection he left to the entire people.

G′●ea/ P′●eSlde所H∂ C/~了胸高一高l杭,ejかel-e/つ†励o"r l・el,0-

1証oIlaI“y CauSe.I

Hi“I~OL`g/~[ a′~d /~is ca姐e刷l //g/7[句I・e一一eI・ 0粧W,ay /0 ,7ow,

問でtOI子es!
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HO CH壬MINH THOUGHT LIGHTS UP THE

PATH OF OUR PARTY AND PEOPLE TO

THE 21TH CENTURY*

L6 Kh& Ph諺α宇島

… With all our people at home and our compatriots abroad・

today we solemnly celebrate the l10th birthday anniversary of

President H6 Chf Minh言he nationa=iberation hero, a Cultural

celebrity of the world, the founder・ leader, and teacher of the

Communist Party of Vietnam・ Who ushered the Vietnamese

people in a new era, an eXemPlary intemational communist

combatant and a cIose friend of the peoples fighting for peace,

national independence’democracy, and social progress all o¥′er

the world.

Uncle H6 was bom inlo a POOr but honest Confucian scholar’s

family, in a multiethnic country which had early become a

unified nation-State. In the millenary process of nation building

and defense, Our PeOPle have created and developed a bri11iant

national culture, the core of which is pa扉0′is′′7` StaunCh struggle,

kindness, tOlerance, COmmunity sense’and national cohesion for

masterlng nature and society. It is precisely Vietnamese culture

with the positi、′e lnfluence from Oriental culture that has shaped

up H6 Chf Minh・s personality and greatly contributed to the

formation and deYelopment of his thought・

* Excerp=rom 'he準cch a=he celeb「ation o白he 。0th dnnlVe「Sary Of

President H6士blr(hday On 19 May 2000.

** Bom ln 193l, Gcnc‘ral Secrc.tilry O白hc CommmI、t Par[y o「 V工e‘nam高ncc

1998.
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In the middle of the 19th century, the French coIonialists

invaded our country. Although anti-French patriotic movements

COntinuousIy took place, and despite the fac=hat when a

COmbatant fell・ anOther behind him immediately stood up, ready

“to move mountains and to fill up seas with an iron wi11, and to

WaSh away the shame of slavery,,(l), all of these insしIrreC.tions

ended in “hundreds of failures and not a slngle success,,. The

reasons are multiple but in final analysis, the main reason is that

there was not a correct policy.

Witnesslng the painful failures of this elder patriots and the

harsh living of the people under the cruel coIonial yoke, the

OutStanding young Vietnamese Nguyさn Tat Thinh left the

COuntry tO Seek a way for national salvation. Initia11y, he set out

Only with deep patriotism, great Pity for the people, dnd eamest

asplration for independence and freedom. He chose a way

different from that of his predecessor revolutionaries. He set foot

in the most civilized centers and also on the poores[ and the most

unfortunate places of the world. He first came to France, a WOrld

Center Of civilization and the country that was dominating his

nation.

During his long years of peregrlnation・ he came to many

COuntries, Came in contact with many strata of people of various

ethnic groups. When living in developcd capitalist countries in

Europe and North America, he saw the harsh oppression and

OVereXPloitation of the working class. In Asian, African, Latin

American countries・ he saw wlth his own eyes many nations

living under the extremely cruel and savage ruling of thc coIo-

nialists. He clearly realized the indomitable struggle of the

WOrking class・ the inflexible splrit of the oppressed peoples and

the poor laborers everywhere, inc】uding the working people in

(l) Phan B61 Chau’s slatemenl.
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France. RecognlZmg the common enemy・ he came to an impor-

tant conclusion: “Although the skin color is different言n /杭

woI・Id勅eI-e a,・e O′~lツルo ′・aCeS・・ ’/~e e華lo高e′・ a′一d //~e叩’loited・

TI!eI-e高oIily a ge/高〃e gOOd力士eI~ds/亘,:所e p′‾Ole/a′子aI伊ie′!d-・

鉦p・,,(1)From patriotism and pity for the people to the differen-

tiation of “the two races,・ in society, Nguy6n Åi Qu6c had under-

gone a profound ideoIogical change and developed a class

conscience, CauSmg him to go in a very natural way・ like a

historical necessity, tO Leninism, tO Marxism-Leninism・ the

peak of human inte11igence. Enlightened by Marxism-Leninism・

Nguy6n Åi Qu6c ``grew up at once to the level of his mission as

a maker of history・,,(2)

His activity in the communist movement’the worker and the

national liberation movement, the continuous study of Marxism-

Leninism, the experiences of the communist Parties and the

Soviet Union, the cradle of the October Revolution, helped him

accumulate rich knowledge and practical experience. He gradu-

ally mapped out his path for national salvation and a珊rmed:

点Fo/・ 17aIioI!al Jal間tioI! aI7d /ibeI・atloIら//zere諒I)O O[her way

所a〃 the p′・Ole,a′子an revo/祐0′了, (3)

In the spring of 1930, under the instruction of the Comrr皿ist

Intemational, he chaired the Conference unif)血g the three

comml⊥nist organizations in Indochina, founded the Communist

Party of Vietnam. The documents of the Partyrfeunding

Conference were prepared by him, SuCh as the Co′nm初子s[ Pa砂

Qf Viet/聞n ’s Pla的I一′I7 iIZ B′帝Policy a′~d 7dric高′Z B′.擁

(l ) H6 Chi Minh. Co′npIe/e Wo而Natio-1al Po!ltlCS Publishmg House, Hanoi,

199う. Vol.上p. 266.

(2) Pham V和D6ng. H∂ C/~了Mi初音- A Ma′I, a Nat‘’0′一. a′~ Age, aIld a Ca〃∫e

Tru[h PubIl`hmg Hou、e. Hanoi, 1990, P. 14.

(3) H6 Chf Minh. CoIIlpIe/e Woた∫. Natioml Politics Publishing House, Hanol,

1996. Vol. 9, P. 314.
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PI‾OgI●aIn ,/~軌窃and RL,le∫高B/子窃Which are models of the

Creative application of the MarxisトLeninist doctrine and the linc

Of the Communist Intemational to the concrete conditions of our

COしIntry. They became the first political platfom of our Party, i.e.

“/0 `.C,,.り, O研a bo‘件geOi∫ de′nOf,.a[ic ’.e、,0/面ol~ a,’d a,一ag,.a’子a,7

′‾e一)0/who′’[o c、,e′面a/b' “/ab杭/~ a CO肋個所高JOCiety.,(l) This

line associates national independence with socialism, Patriotism

With genuine intemationalism, the Vietnamese revolution with the

PrOletarian revolutionary movement. The revolutionary path of

Vietnam・ the way for national salvation had been pemted out by

H6 Chf Minh. Nguy6n Åi Qu6c’s correctness from the very

begiming had been tested and confirmed. From then on, the

Vietnamese revolution recorded one victory after another, OPenlng

a new, mOSt brilliant phase in the history of Vietnam.

擁C杭M初w,aS a ’a/e′’′eJ鉦a′eglS子Grasplng Marxism-

Leninism・ understanding the developmental trend of the era, /!e

」,ery CaI句, PO高Ied o〃t //!at //!e Ilat子o/7a=ibel-a[ioI=・el'0五両0/J

′n栂本l/ow //~e Way〆//!e pI・0/etaI・iaIi /-et功高0/l `/′7`1 ′/!a[ t/7e

胸高a,′7eSe ′-evo励0′~ r,aS “/両eg′●a/ pa′‾t `坤…,0高圧e、)OILl-

[io′~・ From the viewpolnt that imperialism is a “two-PrOboscis

leech’’he considered that the revolution in the molher country

and the nationa=iberation revolution in colonies are the “two

WlngS Of a bird’’, the tⅥ′O CurrentS Of the world re¥′Olution.

Creatively applying Marxism-Leninism to the specific condi-

tions of a coIony, H6 Chf Minh came to a new theoretical pomt:

the revolution in a coIony does not depend on the revolution in

the mother country; it can take the initiative to rise up and白use

its own strength to fI.ee itself.’’(2) Moreover it “can assist its

brothers in the West in carrymg Out COmPlete libeI.ation.・,(3)

(l)H6ChfMlnh.Op.clt.Vol. 3.p. l.

(2) H6 Chf Mlnh. Op・ ClしVol弓、 P. 554・

(3) H6 Chi Minh. Op. ciL Vo=. p. 36.
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’Therefore, in a coIony, the prlmary taSk is to carry ou=he

national liberation revolution to advance’to socialism, This is a

great historica=esson having a prlnCipal significance: PraCtice is

the criterion of truth; reVOlution is creative; dogmatism and

imitation wil=ead to failure.

Early in 194l, he returned to the country and together with

the Party Central Committee, led the Vietnamese revolution. At

the 8th Plenum ofthe Central Committee, it was decided /O S/擁

//!e勅-ateglc oI子e所atioI) Q/ //Ie Vietna′neSe ′‾eVOluIio′ら/I章e

/la[IoI!al /ibeI・aIioI! /a∫k sI!OJ//d be ca/.ried o“′ above all #I!d

力rst qfall. On the basis of the correct analysis that the shaxpest

COntradiction of our society then was the contradiction between

the whole Vietnamese people and the French coIonialists, the

Japanese militarists, and their feudalist agents. “If the question

Of national liberation is not soIved, if independence and

freedom are not recovered・ for the whole people, the entire

nation will not only remain enslaved, but the interests of the

WOrking class will also be unrecovered for lO,000　years

more.))(1)

H∂ C樟Mwh always杭g硝g/庇d //!e IZO/子o′~al moli↓,e jかce.

He a/ways advoca/e〔白I?e CO/]e高O′~ qr al/ ,砲有o′~al /brces. ho

1924, I!e alI-eaめ, Said.・ “Na/io/!a杭′n /s a g′-ea[ mo方ve〆,I‾Ce (ゾ

t/!e CO酬/Iγ.,,(2) In his thinking, the nation is viewed from the

POSition of the working class, harmoniously combining patri-

Otism and genuine intemationalism. That is　``nationalism

Oriented to communism.’’That viewpolnt is the greatest contri-

bution of President H6　Chf Minh to the MarxisトLeninist

ideoIogy and to the world revolution.

(l ) CommしlmSt Parly o「 Vletnam: T有e PaI華’∫ CoIIすp/e[e(1 Docl/I〃e〃[言NatlOnal

Polltics PublIchi11g Hou、C, Ha1漢Ol. 2000. Vol. 7. p. 113.

(2) H6 Chi Mlnh. CoIIIp/e[ed WoI畠. NatlOnal Po庸cs Publilhing House. Hanol,

細99う. Vol. 1. p. 466.
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Under the banner of national independence and socialism,

the national liberation revolution not only brought independence

and unification to the country, it gradually brought freedom and

happlneSS tO the whole people. Therefore it has mobllized and

Pu=O thc fullest avail the strength of the national and class

motive force, WOn the approval and support of the intemational

communist and worker movement, Of the nationa=iberation

movement, and of a11 the progressive mankind to vanquish

several times stronger foes. These viewpolntS are the basic

thoughts of H6 Chf Minh that revolution must be based on the

strength of all the people; ``with the people,s support’We Can do

everything,,, and on national unity, a COnStituenぐPart Of the

genera1 1ine of the Vietnamese revolution for our people’s past

and ever lasting national construction and defense"

With regard to the construction of socialism in the North,

only after a short perjod, President H6 had put forward very

fundamental and profound viewpo】ntS abou=he starting polnt・

the basic immediate and long-term寅yeCtives, the social forces,

the mode of implementation, the steps to be taken, and the role

of science and technique… He stressed tha=he characteristics of

the socialist revolution in our country are thal We directly

advance to socialism from a small production and a backward

economy without passmg by the phase of capitalist develop-

ment. Therefore the construction of socialism will take a long

time and develop gradually; it cannot be done hastily. He said in

practical, COnCrete termS, eaSy tO understand: “Socialism is

above a11 aimed at freemg the working people from poverty,

creating jobs for everybody, enSurlng an abundant and happy life

to everybody,,,(l) ``Independence has no meanmg if the people

are not happy and free,,,(2)負Socialism consists in making the

(1)H6ChiMinh, Op. cit. Vol. 10, P. 17

(2) H6 Chi Minh. Op. clt. Vol. 4, P. 56.
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people have enough food and cIothes and a happler and happier

life, enSurmg that everybody can go to school・ reCeive medical

care when sick, tha=he elderly who are no Ionger able to work

may rest, that bad customs and habits can be gradually elimi-

nated.,,(l) “socialism is aimed at betterlng the material and

cultura=ife of the people; this betterment is done by the people

themselves.,,(2) In a word, “Socialism is to make the people rich,

the country strong,"(3) etc. These are the characteristics of the

nature of the socialism that our Party and people are striving to

achieve:

Regarding the progress to socialism・ he said that above all we

must develop production.負Tb install socialism, there is no other

way than everybody making the greatest e鮒orts in production.

Production is our prmCipal battlefront now;,,(4)待Production must

go along with thriftiness,・, ・・Our most important task is ’o b初d

t/?e In′ateI-ial a/7d /ecI諦cal base Qf sofialis′n… having modem

industry and agriculture, advanced culture and science.,,(5) He

also said that socialis【n and science would bring mankind to

unbounded happiness. The socialis[ reVOlution is aimed at over-

commg backwardness and poverty and building everlasting

happiness for our people and descendants.,,(6) He spoke about

economic sectors, about the development Of the State-run

economic sector as foundation, abollt eCOnOmic management,

about how to encourage the peasantry tO eurich themselves, the

poor to improve their living conditions・ those who have

improved their lots to get rich・ the rich to get richer・ etC.

(l)H6 Chi Minh. Op. cit. Vol. 10, P. 591.

(2) H6 Chf Mlnh, Op. ciしVol. 10, P. 556.

(3) H6ChfMinh. Op. cit. Vol. 8, P. 226.

(4) H6ChfMlnh. Op, Cit. Vol. 10, P. 312・

(5)十I6alf Mlnh. Op.clt. Vol. 10. p. 13・

(6川6 Chf Minh. O年cit. Vo=0, p. 292・
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The achievements of the construction of socia量ism in the

North during the anti-US resistance war made It really become

the great rear playing the most decisive role in wimlng COmPlete

victory together with the South which played the diI・eCtly deci-

sive role, liberating South Vieしnam and unifying the- C.Ollntry.

After national unification, all Viemam now advγanCeS tO

socialism, On the basis ofPresident H6’s fundamen†al and cc’重“reCt

vleWPOints, eXperlenCe Obtained dul・ing thc )′earS Of socialist

construction in the North, and the countr)′’s rea量ities. Our Party

has put forward the renovation po】ic‘y rCrs両ing ln Significant

achievements in the socialist conslruCtion in Vietnam.

PresideIIt H∂ Chl Mi励was a great oI・gaiZize/‘ Who laid foun-

dations for the building of the Party・ the State・ the amle(買erces

and the National United Front, for winnmg lntemational slq)POrt

and assistance - the fundamental factors for ensllrlng the success

of the Vietnamese revolution.

Correctly and creatively applying Lenin’s pmCiples of a

new-tyPe POlitical Party. H6 Chf Minh had success蝕1y built a

communist Party in a coIonial country where the ma」Ority of the

population are peasants. He said: tO bring the revolution to

success, first of all there must be a revolし1tionary Party which

takes Marxism-Leninism as the guiding doctrine. The working

class in a coIonial country lS Sma11 but it is the only class having

the mission of leading the revolution.皿e comlng into being of

the Communist Party of Vietnam is the result of the combination

of Marxism-Leninism with the workers’movement and the

patriotic movement of Vietnam. That is why’from the very

beginnlng, Our Party・s nature is that of the working class・ the

falthful representative of the working people and the whole

nation. In view of the reality of the Vietnamese revolution・ he

paid attention to the diffusion of Marxism-Leninism and to
increaslng the capability and quality of Party members. As a
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result, though the Communist Party of Vjetnam was bom in a

coIonial country and the majority of its members are not indus-

1rial workers, the working class nature and the revolutionary

vanguard role of the Party is solidly maintained. And precisely

through practically leading the revolution, Our Party has become

the only leader of the Vietnamese people and is considered by

[he “′h。le people their Party and their only leader.

President H6 always paid attention to the strengthening and

enhancement of Party members, quality and morality. He put in

the first place負the essential qualities of a revolutionary’’and he

himself is a shining example of re‘′Olutionary ethics. He early

discovered the violation by Party members of the req血ed

quality and morality when “the Party becomes a ruling party.’’

He severely criticized bureaucratism, COmmandism・ COrruPtion・

wastefulness、 the violation of the people’s mastership rights. He

gave importance to national unity. He stressed that: “Unity lS a

precious tradition of our Party and people・ Party members・ from

the Central Committee to Party cells, muSt PreServe the Party’s

unity and one-mindedness like the pupils of their eyes.,●(l) He

always taught Party cadres and members to keep flesh and blood

ties and cIose contact with the people: ``Under the sky, nOthing

is more precious than the people; in the world・ nOthing is

stronger than the people,s solidarity.,,(2)

Whenever the revolution shifted to a new strategic phase, he

always reminded us to readjust the Party and to make it up to the

requirement of new tasks. In his 7セs′amenらhe foresaw the

phenomena to be remedied in the Party after the victory of the

resistance war but it is regrettable that we have not fu11y abided

hy hi§ reCOmmendations, `hat we have let individualism appear

and develop with worrying manifestations.

(l) H6 Chi Minh. Op, Cit. Vol. 12, P. 510.

(2) H6 ali Minh. Op. cit. Vbl. 8, P. 276.
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H6 Chf Minh was the founder of the Democratic Republic of

Vietnam, the first people,s democratic state in South-East Asia,

which he led for 24 years. He detemined that it was a State of

the people, COntrO11ed by the people′ 1n the interests of the

people, undcr the leadership of the Party of the working class.

According to him, Our COuntry lS a democratic one, “the people

are the masters;’’Govemment officials are the people’s servants,

who must wholeheartedly serve the people and the country. The

State must be democratic to the people and authoritarian to the

OPPOnentS Of the people’s interests士Ie criticized [he go¥′emment

officials who violated the interests of the people, “Standing

above tlle PeOPle and being revolutionary mandarins’’・

H6 Chf Mi血was the organizer and trainer of the people’s

amed forces, the people,s amy, a neW-tyPe army Of the

Vietnamese people characterized by the working class nature -

Old Ho’s soldiers. That army originates from the people and

fights for the people’s sake; it is directly led by the Communist

Party ofVietnam. H6 Chi Minh’s military thoughts collStitute

the core¥Of our Party’s military line and our people’s polic)′ for

the solid defense of the country.

The realization of national unity and the building of the broad

National United Front are great achie‘′emen[S reCOrded by

President H6 Chf Minh. He had gathered the genしIine re¥′Olu-

tionary organizations into one bloc, COnCentrated lhe strength of

the entire nation, reCeived the sllPPOrt Of all strak‘ Of people, and

built intemational solidarity. A great organizer H6 Chf Minh

tumed the well-known motto “し}nity, 1mlty, great unity; SしICCeSS,

success, great, SuCCeSS”(l江nto moral splrit and intelligence言nto

在勘嶋e force to vanquish the cruel enemy forccs for national

comtruction and defense. Unity of the Party, rほ[iona上岨d inter葛

national solidarity wi11 remain forever a gre親foree of the

(l)富江;ChfMmh.Op.ciしVo上iO, P- 607.

.濫鵜

Vietnamese in山e national democra[ic revolution dnd in the

socialist revolution.

H6 Chf Minh laid foundations for modern Vietnamese dipIo-

macy, He de¥′eloped the peace-lo¥′lng SPlrit o白he nation: “Tb

undertake the great cause to o¥′erCOme Cruelty and brutality; lb

take humanity to replace ru皿ess ¥′iolence:,(l) to safeguard

nationa=ndependence with determination, tO firmly keep prln-

Ciples but to apply flexible tacti。S aCCOrding to the guiding linc

Of “嶋king the invariable to cope with ten thousand variables∴

to secure intemational approval and support for our people’s

revolutionary cause. Precisely it is due to this creativeness that

We have been able to combine the three什onts: ml]itary, POlitical,

and dipIomatic to win over the enemy.

PI・e高deIII H(デC/!了Mi両売//?C, C’I)7bo(在I〃e〃[ (?r "“laナナ7のe

C!/柄l●e a/7〔I # Ce/eb高yのr wo/誰c〃〃〃rC’. He inherited the

Cultural traditions of ancient and modem time, Of the East and

the West; Particularly he grasped Marxism-Leninism言he peak

of the humanist ideas of mankind. Thanks to this fact, Cultural

Values, nalional, mOdem and humani`t a=he same time, had

CryStallized in him. Being a vanguard combatant in art and liter-

ature, aS Well as in revolutionary 」Oumalism, he fought for

national independence, SOCialism, 」uStice, COmPaSSion, and

reason in the world. His Cultural COntributions are rich and diver-

Sified言mpregnating all his life and Work and radiating from

each action, eaCh gesture ofhis, eaCh relationship of his with his

COmrades, his compatriots, and his forelgn friends.

The kernel of H6 Chf Minh thought about culture is patri-

Otism, love for people, deep compassion for and confideIICe in

human beings; eVerything lS in the interests of man and done by

man" This is a humanist world outlook and philosophy ofllfe, a

( l ) Nglly6n Tr鉦PI-OC/a用aI10II〆高C[oI-†一Ol・eI・ I屈し値
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COmmunist hしImanism. He said: “]/′ j高(// uIl(//J,冊, C/II ql/e∫-

[子(用品‥ (//でI●C/a[訪10 /高/lg C/高/O b高I7g # II!t//l. L品I!g dIJ(I be高g

(‘ I7聞I /‾叩/iI‾c’/0↓・e /な/’//it?∴f(用〃卑,,句/’I/Ie /)eOp/e,布I・ (/!e

諏解〃〃g C//毒am/・c’S∫e(l peop/e.’’( I ) All his life he accepted sacri-

flCeS and struggled agalnSt OPPreSSion and inJuStice, for a free

and happy life of the people, nation and mankind.

For him, Culture is manifested in the new ethics: industrious-

ness, thriftiness, integrity, righteousness, disinterestedness and

devotion to public interests. H6 Chi Minh was a communist ethical

ParagOn. He gave great importance to ethics. He said: “A river

takes water from streams; Without streams it will dry up; A tree

must have roots; Without roots, it will die. Revolutionaries must be

Virtuous・ Without virtues, they cannot lead the people, however

CaPable they may be. Nationa=iberation is a great task. Without

virtues・・・ a man CannOt do anylhing:,(2) Revolutiona「y ethic is an

important component of H6 alf Minh thought and culture, an

invaluable heritage for us today and for餌ure generations.

PI・eSide/II H∂ C/l了M高/同一aS O gJ.ea/ ′I7a/l Iea†潮g a I・eInaI・k-

abIe /II?pI‾面OII Vie[IlaII!eSe /!is/OI‾y a′一存↑,0′.材信∫(0/‾y /I両e 201/?

ce/II祐y. Reviewlng the formation and development of H6 Chf

Minh though=hrough the Vietnamese revolution, We See a

Whole system of comprehensive and consisten=houghts about

the fundamental questions of the Vietnamese revolution: devel-

OPment from the national democratic revolution to socialism

Without passlng by the phase of capitalist development; national

independence associated with socialism. Thal is the coIonial

revolution for nationa=iberation, then for social and human

liberation, advanclng tO COmmunism in Vietnam. Tha=s the

(]) H6 Chf Minh. VJ飾aII!eSC’SIa[e c高d LaW Legal PubllShing House. Hanol,

1990, p. 174.

(2) H6 Ch/ Mlnh. foIIIp/e/e WoI畠NallOnal PollllC` Pu帖油ng Hou、e. Hanol.

I995. Vol.う. pp. 2う2-2う3.
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central conccpt of H6 Chf Minh thoしIght, the deepes=heoretical

thinking ofhis. His thought has a grea白′alue not only in the 20th

century, it will also radiate ln thc 21st century.

H6 Chf Minh creatl¥′ely applied and developed Marxism-

Leninism in the speciflC COndltions of the Vietnamese revolu-

tion. The 7th Cc‘ngreSS Of the Party for the first time col.reCtly

a血med the position of H6 Chf Minh thought in the lines and

policies of the Vietnamese revolution‥ Marxism-1ノeninism and

H6 Chf Minh thought are the ideoIogical foundation言he

COmPaSS Of the Party’s actions. This is an accurate sllmmlng llP

and a new development in the theoretical thinking of our Party.

… Under the banner of President H6 Chf Minh and the

Communist Party of Vietnam, Our PeOPle ha¥′e fulfilled the tasks

of the national democratic revolution; all the country has begun

the transitional period to socialism for one fourth of a century.

During the 15 years of renovation and national construction・

Our PeOPle have recorded important achievements. Our country

has gone out of the socio-eCOnOmic crisis and con血ued its

SOCialisトOriented development.

The world situation is experienc‘lng raPid and sweeplng

changes. ¶le tremendous development of the modem scientific

and technoIogical re‘′Olution at present, Particularly the revolu-

tion of infomatics, is creating unprecedented qualitative change

in the forces of production dnd gradually shifting mankind to a

new level of civilization, the information civilization. A number

of developed countries have stepped from the industrial socio-

economic era into a new socio-eCOnOmic era,血e era Of knowl-

edge-based economy and global information society. On that

basis, a globalization trend has appeared, PuShing the whole

Planet into a hurricane controlled by a small number of deveト

OPed countries and transnational economic corporations. While
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the lessemng Of tension and J)eaCeful cooperatio-1 reflecting the

a甲ration of mankind arc de、′eloplng言he struggle between

C血、e、 {‘I-d cthnic groups i、 becommg ¥′iolen{ dnd complicated.

LOC・= ¥間rS. elhmC dnd relig10uヽ C.Onflicしs (roll血ue ¥涌h the hlth-

C‘r[o u11、Ce11 drm:lment raCe for hi-1ech weapom.旧単一aradoxical

that while mater`al and叩lritu{11 riches are increa…1gly

P「Oduced' the gar) betw・een rich and poor cou-1tries is widemng,

the danger of environmcntal deterioration, SOCial evils, and

mortal disea騎is becomlng mOre Serious.

Our countr)′ has entered d neW Period- f高stan。e and strength

have greatly changed’but for the time being it is証= one of the

POOr COuntries w血1ow′ 1abour efficlenCy and competiti、「eneSS,

backw′と‘rd le。hnoIogy飾COmPared With de¥′eloped countl・ies.

While the dd¥,anced coun{ries i】=he WOrld ha、「C COmPleted two

indu油ial re、′Olutions and are carrymg Ou=hc information re¥′O-

lu[ion` Vietnam lS 」uSt beglnmng the perlOd of industrialization

In間ch conditions at home dnd in the world, Our CO皿try lS

facing great opportunities aIld言I=he samc time, has to confront

new serious difficulties and cha=enges.

Tb maintain the steady and 。OrreCtly-Oriented de¥′elopment of

renov′ation, national con油uction and defense, tO CatCh up with

the counlrleS ha¥′lng a middle-le¥′el ecoI-Omy, then the developed

COuntries in the reglOn and ill the world, We Should continue the

thorough study of H6 Chf Mmh thought, On the basis ofgrasplng

Marxist-Leninis=heory dnd method, tO fully understand dnd to

diffuse i〔 more Widely` dnd to apply i=o the reno、ration cause in

a creati¥′e Way.

All our Party and people Will persevere in our ideals of

nationa=ndependence 。nd socialism that President H6 has

Chosen. We should we= graap that nation building must go

along w油natiol-al defe爪e: thilt lhese two strateglC taSks must
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be fu皿led simultaneously. We should preserve our ec‘OnOmic

Self-reliance, Our Cultural identities, O一⊥r national independence

in the integration with the reglOn and the world. We should

realize intemational cooperation on the basis of equality,

mutua=nterest, and mしItual respect. Our forelgn POlicy should

be diversified and multilateralized to win the approval and

SuPPOrt Of the world movement for peace, national independ-

ence, democracy and social progress. The coopera亡ion among

COuntries in the Sou山ern hemisphere言n the non-allied mo¥′e-

ment Should be strengthened, thereby contributing to fom獲ng a

fair and equal world order for the sake of peace, Stability, and

human development.

The construction of socialism (O bring about a qualitative

Change of our society m all respects is a d皿cult, COmPlicated,

important, and lasting undertaking, aS Uncle H6 sald. In the tran-

Sitional period, the fundamental contradictions remain. We

Should use the MarxisトLeninist position, Standpolnt, and method

to sし1m uP the experiences of our Party, and to correctly analyzc

the characteristics of our country. Only in this way can we grad-

ua11y understand the development laws of the Vietnamese revo-

lしItion, tO determine the lines, guiding prlnCiples, and concrete

measures of the socialist revolution that are suitable to the situa-

tion ofour country(l)・ In this splrlt, We Should deeply analyze the

Salient contradiction ofour society today, that is †he contradiction

between the low level of the production forces and the very high

requlrement Of modem production, Of socialism, and of the ever-

raismg material and cultura=ife of the people. That is why our

Prlmar)′ (ask at present is to strive to develop the produc(ion

forces and abundantly produce riches in order to ovel-COme

POVerty and backwardness, tO bring a plentiful, free, and happy

(l ) H6 Chf Mmh. C0′′'pIeIc, WoI太NaljOnal Po冊c.` PしIblrshing Hoしl、C吊れnol、

1995. Vol. 8, p. 494.
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llfe to the people. Each progress of the l’e¥′OlutlOn reSults ln PraC-

1ica=】nPrO¥▼emeIltS O白he people’s life 。nd more social justice.

DemOCraCy ilnd justice are the chとIraCteriwics of the superior

mture O重言ocialism.

1b de¥′elop production forces, “′e Should step up industrial-

ization tmd modemization. chiefly the modemizatioll Of agrlCuL

ture ilnd rural zlreaS With a new contellt aPPrOPrlate tO the de¥′el-

OPmenta=l’end of modem SCience and te。hIIOIog)′, for the

PurPO、e Of building the material and leChnical basi`　Of

¥OClali、m. Howe¥′er言he produc‘tion force5 Can Only de¥′elop m

…i[able production relatio冊. That i¥ Wh)′ 1he St血e should

COnlro=he crucial economic sector* the State-OWned ec‘OnOmy

chould obtain high soc10-eCOnOmlC effect¥ and play a leading

role in 〔he natiollal economy. A=he same tlme, “▼C Should study

and de¥′elop the ¥′arious foms of ecollOmic org。mZation, from

lowcr to highcr levels: State eeonomy, COOPer高¥′e eCOnOmy,

illdl¥′id11al economy言mとtll proprlCtOl+ P「ll′tlte CaPitallSm. 」Oln[

enterprl`e、 With forelgn COunme、,∴ nixmg diff。rent forms of

OWIlel’5hlP, etC., SO aS tO Pu`h for¥間-d thc∴〔OCialization of

PrOducllOn il=he soclilll畠Orimtation,

With the re¥′ieWed lll博吉〕Olicies, and laws o白he Party dnd

the Slate. e¥′erybody, C¥▼ery f掴「11y, e¥′ery eCOnO皿C Organization,

e¥「ery enterPrl、e Should de、・ote their capabili[〉′言Ilte11igcnce, and

ln¥′eStmen=O emula血g with one dnOther in creatlng jobs, many

hlgh-quallty PrOducts compc面、7e On the home and world

一一1al・kets. A置一y discrlmiI臆1al10n Wilh regard to cc‘OnOmlC SeCIors

`hould be elimimted. Good、 PrOdしICer詰lnd ma11agerらPrlVate Or

Stale-OWned e11(erprlSel, thi¥( OPerate Wilh high eH‘1ClenCy,

q11:油y dnd effecti¥/▼ene、、、 tho照Who gc‘t rich legaliy dIld help the

P。Or Or haYe PubllC utilltle、鉦he餌.t. al! are hlghly ‘‘PPreCiaしed

by `。Clel〉′. Abundarlt PrOducllOIl i111d血iftine、S COll高くule oしIr

lm=1 Cnde・l、/′ol.、 at Pre、eI一[言l` reeOmmended by Pre、ident H6.
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ror the purpose of indu油‾ialization fmd modemizatiol一, Ⅵ’e

油ould de¥′elop science and techIIOIogy and make them really

become direct forces of production 。nd main moti¥′e for。e5 m

SOCio-eCOnOmic de¥▼elopmen=hercby o¥「erCOmmg the danger of

lagglng behind in sciencc and technoIogy. In the currellt infor-

mation revo山ion, We ha¥′e nO Other choice than rapidly to gel

acquainted w血the ncⅥ′e、t knowledge zlnd technoIogy o白he era

lo mOdernize the economy and to brlng dbo肌t"hange in the

economic structure almlIlg at gradually formmg a knoWledge-

based cconomy capable of competing wlth the e¥“er-1nCreaSlng

added Value.

Tb build socialism there must be sociall`t men dnd v¥′Omen

and the intemal general strength of the country, PrlmとIrily of thc

Viemamese, must be pし11 to the fulle、t Z‘、′all. 「I「herefore工here

Should be a strong change, a re¥′OlutlOn ln education dnd

traimng, Zln improvement of popular educ証on言¥n dd¥7a11Ced

education should be bui= to oul=he developmCn=rend o白he

era, thereby enabling dl=he people言he young generation in

Particuldr, tO ince`間n叫′ ra高e血Ir k-1。¥直dge and capability

and the conti哩enし。告l`lぐ11tific worker川) l.eaCh the height of

human lntelligence・ Th証l、血o the prelnl+八‥ l)r PrlmOrdial condi-

[ion for acti¥′ely pursulng the open-door `trategy and for mte-

grating with the reglOn and the world to develop quickly and

SuStainably.

Our people ha¥′e embodied a “′e11-known truth: humanity・

knowledge, and heroism. Our Pa一●ty, eaCh officitll, eaCh Party

member, eaCh communist youlh, eaCh patriotic VletnameSe

imately have these fine qualitleS. Each ofしIS Should emulate to

OVe手fulfill our plan, eaCh locality should well carry ou=heir key

PrCl)eC[s; the WOrking d細工he peasantry, the inte11igentsia言he

Vanguard youLhs and ¥′Olunteer、 Who are engaged in production,

WOrk, Or OPemng the廿uchg Sdn rollte, Or COnquerlng山e hlgh
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、eaS, the drmed forces all o¥′er血e country should create a new

re¥′Olut10nary Surge tO fulfil=he 2000 plan with the highest

results.皿a白’e¥′Olutionary surge wlll certainly bring about new

hcroel amOng山e preseIlt yOu'1g genCration and also those who

ha¥’e PartlC‘lPated in the gallant years of the resistance war. This

l、 the best fmd most realistic Way tO Celebrate the anniversary of

Presidem II6 Chf Minh’s birthday.

Implementing Uncle H6’s 7高[`〃彫,〃子、 the Party should acti-

¥′ate the moヽ′ement Of Party building and rectification, Criticism

and self-Criticism according to the example set by President H6.

Re¥′iewmg the one year folloWmg the start of the mo¥′ement, We

See tha[ Party organizations ha¥′e made efforts to raise the prob-

1ems wlthin Party committees for settlemen[; queStions

OutS[anding for several years have been disc‘uSSed and

COnCluded; many COmrades have sincerely realized their short-

COmlngS言ntemal solidarity has beell COnSOlidated; the sense of

responsibllity for the asslgned functions and the maintenance of

dose contacts with the grass-rOOt le¥′el have been raised; CaSeS

Of corruptlOn ha¥▼e been critlCized, SllPer、′ised, and lnSPeCted by

the people; a number of cases hav′e been exammed and brought

to court; the people’s confidence in the Party has beell Strength-

ened. It is hoped tha=he movement of Party building and recti-

fication, Criticl¥m aIld self-Criticiヽm Wi= be continued more seri-

Ously and more effecti¥「ely.

rIowe¥′er, apeaklng mOl-e S(rictly, the resul[s of the movement

are not great・ A number o[ outstanding problems in Party

committees have nol been ret,OIYed; a number of ¥′iolations of

Party statutes and state law=1a、′e nOl been se、′erely dealt with; a

number of comrades, includmg leading one㍉ ha¥′e nOt Sincerely

SC廿criticized: a number of polltical ¥′leWPOlntS are nOt yet

dctermlned whe亡her they are right or wrong; the shortcomlngS

are llOt yet serlOuSly rectlfled描er cr向C】Sm Or Self-Cll〔lCism.
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The eradication of bureaucra〔ism is vel.y SIowこthe prevention of

COrruPtion is not resolute; WaS(efulness and luxury are sti⊥l

COmmOn. Work performance stjl=ends to be perfしmCtOry;

SPeaking a lot but execution is not effective, laziness in studylng,

in golng tO the grass-rOOt leve上and in summlng uP realities is

Still noted. In particular, the implementation of the 7th Central

Committee Plenum resolutjon regarding the improvement of the

ideoIogical polltical stand and the ethical qualities of Party offi-

Cials and members in Party and State organs is sIoW; the

reformlng for one step of our apparatus and the streamlining of

Staff are not strictly carried out, aS required by the Resolution.

Therefore言O leam President H6’s thoughts and morality,

Party officials and members will strive and must strive to be

good men, gOOd communists as [aught by Uncle H6: faithfully

and resolutely sticking to the objective of 11ational independence

and socialism; PreSerVlng the revolutionary qualities and ethics,

intemal cohesion and people solidarity, CIose 。OntaCt With the

bases, They should be ready to accept difficul=asks, tO listen to

the people’s views, tO enhance the s[rength and the initiative of

Party organizations and the people in soIv血g problems ari[mg

from actua=ife. They should llVe a Wholesome, Simple, and

thrifty life. They themselves and their families∴Sho111d not

indulge in corruption and cover manifestations of bureaucratism

and corruption; they should cultivate their knowledge, raise their

inte=ectual and organizational capabillty tO be able to assume

revolutionary tasks in the new phase.

Our Party embodies ethical qualities and ci¥′ilization. The

image of the communist must remain forever the fine and noble

image oI a life-long servanしO白he counlry flnd people, the

member of the Party founded, led and trained by Uncle H6, and

the official of the State built and c`ultivated byし丁ncle H6 for

several decades now.
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The mo¥′ement Of Party building a量ld rectification, Criticism

and self-Criticism constitutes a very furldamental and important

COntent O白he Party congresses at various levels and the 9th

Party National Congress. All Party organizations and the entire

Party should fully understand this slgnificance so that, through

t十Ie COngreSSeS, Party organizations wi= be politically言deoIogl-

Cally, ethically, and organizationally consolidated.

Fortified by PresidentエI6’s thoughts and qualities and

enllghtened by his great example, Our Party and people are

COnfidently enterlng the 2lst century. We are determined to

achieve the asplration of beloved Presiden圧I6, namely `to build

a peaceful, unified, independent, democratic, rlCh and strong

Vietnam and to contribute∴a WOrthy par=o the world revolu-

tionary cause.,,(l)

(=H ChiMmh.Op.clt.Vo=2・P.512
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Annex I

BASIC CHRONOLOGY OF PRESIDENT

HO CHI MINH,S LIFE AND ACTIVITY

19 May 1890. Nguyen Sinh Cung - H6 Chf Minh is born into a

Confucian scholar’s family in Hoing Tr心vi11age

(PreSently Kim Lien commune, Nam Dan district,

Nghe An province).

1905-1910. He studies at the National School in Hue, the capital

city under the Nguyen dynasly (1 802-1945)・

1911-1917. He eams hlS living as an assistant cook on the

French ship =A訪n子,.a/ La[oL‘C/一C’7ナe高//e,’; he calls at

many African countries: Algeria・ Tunisia・ Senegal・

Guinea… He works seasonally in Harlem (New

York, USA). He also worked as a snow sweeper,

stove bumer, an aSSistant cook in London, and as a

Photographer in Paris.

1918. He jolnS the French SociallSt Party.

January 1919. Under tl-e name Nguyen Åi Qu6c, he sends a peti-

tion of the Annamite people to the World Peace

Conference in Versailles, demanding tha=he

French Government recognlZe the Vietnamese

peoples, rights to freedom・ democracy・ and

equality. This is the first political proclamation of

the nationa=iberation revolution in Vietnam.

July 1920. For the first time he gets knowledge ofLen証s work '

T/7eS了5 OI=/?e Na[io/7al a/lC/ CoIoIJia/ QLle高oI持.

Ever since he has decided to stand on the side ofthe

Communist Internationale.
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December 1920. He attends the ′1burs Congress of French social-

ists: tOgether w皿the communists, he approves the

founding of the French Communist Party and

becomes the fir、t COmmunist in Vietnamese history.

October 192l・ He particIPateS in the founding of the Union of

CoIonies, becomes a permanent commissioner of

the Union and takes part in the drafting o白he

DeclaI-a有oI7 Of the Union.

June 1924. He attends the 5th Congress of the Communist

Intemaしionale in Moscow in the capacity of a

representative of Indochina.

June 1925. He initiates the founding of the Vietnamese

Revolutionary Youths’▲Association, the forerunner

Of the Indochinese Communist Party.

3 February 1930. He presides a=he unifying conferenee of

Vietnamese communists in KowIoon (王fong Kong).

At this Conference, the Vietnamese Communist

Party is founded (Shortly afterward, it is changed

into the Indochinese CommunisしParty. Later it is

named the Vietnam Workers’Party, PreSently the

Communist Party of Vietnam)・

7 August 1935・ He particIPateS in the 7th Congress of the

Communist Intemationale. The Congress approves

the admission of thc Indochinese Communist Party

into the Communist Intemationalc.

2 ∧ugus=94l・ After 30 years of traveling, he secretly crosses

the China-Vietnam border to retllrn tO the country

and to live m Pえc B6 (Cao Bang).

1944-1945. He directly leads the preparation of the general insur-

rection. On 22 December 1944, he blgnS the order to

Organize the Vietnam Ii‘OPaganda and Liberation
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Brlgade. This IS the foundation for building up the

People’s Amy of Vietnam. on 16 August 1945, he

PreSides at the People,s Delegates congress in T含n

Trao. ¶le Congress approves the resolution to start

the general ins皿eCtion and elects the leadership of

the National Liberation committee.

2 September 1945・ On behalf of lhe provisional Government of

the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (DRVN), he

reads out the P′●OCia′na′iol可I′~d叩eI!deI7Ce at the

Ba Dinh Square (Hanoi), marking the birth of the

first Worker-Peasant state in South-East Asia.

2 March 1946. At the first session of the National Assembly, he

is elected President and prime Minister of the

DRVN Government (he remains as prime Minister

unti1 1955).

20 December 1946. Through the radio, he calls on the

Vietnamese people to stand up and fight agalnSt the

French colonialists who are trying to use force to

reinsta11 domination over vietnam.

September 1950, he himself directs the cao-Bac-Lang military

CamPalgn.皿e success of the campalgn OPenS the

Way for direct relations between the DRVN, the

Soviet Union’and the other socialisI countries.

February 1951. He presents the po量itical repor=o the 2nd

Congress of the Indochlnese Communist Party. The

Congress approves the resolution onぐhanglng the

name of the Party lntO ‘he Vietnam Workers’Party

(VWP)・ Calls on all the party members and al冊e

PeOPle to mobilize financial and material resources

to quickly push forward the resistance war to

Victory. At the Congress he is elected (こhairman of

the Central Committee of the VWP
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22 July 1954. He launches an appeal to the people on the occa-

Sion of the slgnmg Of the Geneva Agrecmcnts on

the restoration of peace in Indochina.

June 1955・ He leads the delegation of the Party and the DRVN

Govemmen=o pay friendship visits to the Soviet

Union and other socialist countries.

September 1960. He presides a=he 3rd Congress of瓜e VWP The

Congress points out two strateglC [asks of the

Vietnamese revolution in the new phase: tO build

SOCialism in the North and to liberate the South

from U.S. aggressors and their agents; and to

reunify the country peacefu11y. He is reelected

Chairman of the Central Committee of the VWP

April 1 965. He is elec;ted alaiman of the National Defense Council

Ofthe DRVN. A=he session of the National Assembly,

he calls for “devoting everything to the anti-U.S.

Struggle for national salvation. ’’

2 September 1969. After a serious heart altack, he passes away

in his residence in Hanoi.

29 November 1969. 「皿e Political Bureau of the VWP Central

Committee decides the preservation of the body of

President H6 Chf Minh and the construction of the

mausoleum for him at the Ba Dinh Square. On 23

September 1975, the construction is completed.
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Annex II

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE OF THE

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM*

``All men are created equal. They are endowed by their

Creator with certain unalienable rights; amOng these are Life,

Liberty and the pursuit of HapplneSS.’’

This immortal statement appeared in the Declaratio′~ Cf

I南叩e毒eIICe Of the United States of America in 1776. In a

broader sense, it means: All the peoples on the earth are equal

from birth, all the peoples have a right to live and to be happy

and free.

The Declaratio/亘fthe Rig/融QfMal! aI)d /he CitizeIらmade

a=he time of the French Revolution, in 179l, also states: “All

men are bom free and with equal rights, and must always remain

free and have equal rights.’’

Those are undeniable truths.

Nevertheless, for more than eighty years, French imperi-

alism, abusing the standard of Liberty, Equality and Fratemity,

have violated our Fatherland and oppressed our fellow-Citizens.

They have acted contrary to the ideals of humanity and justice.

Politically, they have deprived our people of every demo-

Cratic liberty.

They have enforced inh叫man laws, they have set up t山ee

different political regimes in山e North, the Center and the South

Read on 2nd September 1945‘by President H6 Chf Minh at a meetlng Of

500.000 people in Ba Dinh Squa「e (Hanoil・
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Of Vietnam in order to wreck our country’s oneness ELnd prevent

Our PeOPle from being united.

They have built more prlSOnS than s。hooIs. They have merci-

lessly massacred our patriots. They have drowned our uprlSmgS

in seas of blood.

They have fettered public oplnion and practiced obscuran-

They have weakened our race with opium and alcohol. In the

field of economics, they have sucked us dry, driven our people

to destitution and devastated our land.

They have robbed us of our rice-fields, Our mines, Our forests

and our natural l’eSOurCeS. They have monopolized the issue of

bank-nOteS and the import and export trade.

They have invented numerous unJuStifiable taxes and

reduccd our pcople, eSPeCially Our PeaSantry, tO eXtreme POVerty.

They have made it impossible for our national bourgeoisie to

PrOSPer: they have mercilessly expIoited our workers.

In the autumn of 1940, When the Japanese fascists invaded

Indochina to establish new bases agains=he Allies, the French

COIonialists went down on their bended knees and opened the

door of our country to welcome the Japanese in.

Thus, from that date, Our PeOPIe were subjected to the double

yoke of the French and the Japanese. Their sufferings and

miseries increased. The result was tha=owards the end of last

year and the beginning of this year, from Quang Tri province to

the North more than two million of our fellow-Citizens died from

StarVatlOn.

On the 9th March this year, the French troops were disarmed

by the Japanese. The French coIoniallStS either fled or surren-
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dered・ Showing that not only were they lnCaPable of点protecting,,

us, bu=hat言n a period of five years they had twice sold our

COuntry tO the Japanese.

Before the 9th of March, how often the Viet Minh had urged

the French to ally themse】ves with it agains=he Japanese! But

instead of agreelng tO this proposal. the French coIonialists only

intensified山eir terrorist activities agalnS=he Viet Minh. After

their defeat and before fleeing, they massacred the political pris-

oners detained at Yen B客i and Cao Bing.

h spite of al=his, Our felloW-Citizens have a]Ⅵ′ayS mani-

fested a lenient and humane attitude towards the French. After

the Japanese putsch of March 9, 1945, the Vi今t Minh helped

many Frenchmen to cross the frontier, reSCued others from

Japanese jails and protected French lives and property・ In fact,

sincc thc autumn of 1940, Our COuntry had ceased to be a French

coIony and had beeome a Japanese possession.

When the Japanese sl皿endered to the Allies, Our entire

PeOPle rose to gam POWer and founded the Democratic Republic

of Vietnam.

The truth js that we have wrested our independence from the

Japanese, nOt from the I叶ench.

The French havc fled, the JapaIleSe haVe CaPitulated.

Emperor Bin Dai has abdicated. Our people have broken the

chains which have fettered them for nearly a century and have

won independence for Vietnam. A=he same time they have

o¥′erthrown the centuries-Old monarchic reglme and established

a democratic republican reglme.

We, the Pro¥′isional Govel.nment Of the new Vietnam, rePre-

senting the entire Vietnamese people, hereby declare thathom

now on we break off a賞l relations of a colonial character with
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France; CanCel all treaties slgned by FrallCe On VietIlam, and

abolish all privileges held by Fl’anCe in our country.

The entire Vietnamese people are of one mind in their deteト

mination to oppose all wicked schemes by the Fl.enCh coIonial-

ists.

We are convinced tha=he A=ies, Which at the Teheran and

San Francisco Conferences upheld the prlnCIPle of equality

among the nations, CannOt fai=o recogmZe the right of the

Vietnamese people to independence.

A people who ha¥′e COurageOusly opposed French ensla‘′e-

ment for more than eighty years, a PeOPle who ha¥′e reSOlutely

Sided with the Allies agalnS=he fascists durmg these last years,

SuCh a people must be free, SuCh a people must be independent.

For these reasons, We, Pro¥′isional Go¥'ernment of the

Democratic Republic of Vietnam, SOlemnly make this dedara-

tion to the world:

Vietnam has the righ=o en」Oy freedom ‘111d mdependence

and in fact has become a free and independe`lt COuntry. The

entire Vietnamese people a free and determined to mobjlize all

their physical and mental strength言O SaCrifice their llV′es and

PrOperty ln Order to safeguard their freedom dnd independence.
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Annex III

HO CHI MINH,S TESTAMENT

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

Independence - FreEdom - Happiness

lO Ma〉- 1969

Even though our people’s struggle agalnSt U.S. aggression

for national salvation may have to go血ough more hardships

and sacrifices, We are bound to win total victory.

This is a certainty.

I intend, When that comes, tO tOur both South and North to

COngratulate our heroic fe11ow-COuntrymen, Cadres and

COmbatants, and visit old people and our beloved youth and

children.

Then, On behalf of our people, I wi11 go to the fratemal

COuntries of the socialist camp and friendly countries in the

Whole world and thank them for theiI Whole-hearted support

and assistanc.e to our people’s patriotic struggle agalnSt U.S

aggression.

*

Tu Fu,山e famous poet ofth篭l五1g dynasty in China, WrOte:

“In al=imes, few are those who reach the age of seventy”.
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ThlS year, being seventy-nine I can already count myself

among those `筒ew’; Still, my mind has somewhat declined in

COmParison with the last few years. When one has seen more

than seventy sprmgS, health deteriorates with one’s growlng age.

This is no wonder.

But who can say how much longer l shall be able to serve the

revolution, the Homeland and the people?

I therefore leave these few liIleS in anticIPation of the day

When I shall go and join Karl Marx, V.I. Lenin and other revo-

lutionary elders; this way, Our PeOPle throughout the collntry, Our

COmrades in the Party, and our friends in the world wi11 not be

taken by surprlSe.

First abou=he Party: Thanks to its cIose -Jnity and total dedi-

Cation to the working class, the people and the Homeland, Our

Party has been able, Since its founding, tO unite, Organize and lead

Our peOPle from success [o success in a resolute struggle・

Unity lS an eXtremely precious tradition of our Party and

PeOPle. A11 comrades, from the Central Committee down to the

Cells, muSt PreSerVe the unity and oneness of mlnd in the Party

as the apple of their eye.

Within the Party, tO eStablish broad democracy and to prac-

tice self-Criticism and criticism regularly and s復‘iously is the

best way to consolidate and develop solidarity and unity.

Comradely affection shou]d prevail.

Ours is a Party ln POWer. Each Party member, eaCh cadre

muSt be deeply imbued with revolutionary morality, and show

industry, thrift言ntegrity, uPrightness, tOtal dedication to the

Public interest and complete selflessness. Our Party should

PreSerVe absolute purity and pro‘′e WOrthy of its role as the

leader and very loyal servant of the people.

1S8

The Working Youth Union members and our young

PeOP冒e in general are good‥ they are always ready to come

forⅥ′ard吉earless of difficulties and eager for progress. The Party

must foster their revolutionary virtues and train them to be our

SuC‘CeSSOrS, both ``red’and白expert,,・ in the building of socialism.

The trainmg and education of future revolutionary genera-

tions is of great importance and necessity.

Our labouring peop獲e言n the plains as in the mountains,

ha¥′e for generation after generation endured hardships, feudal

and colonial oppression and expIoitation; they have in addition

experienced many years of war.

Yet, Our PeOPle have shown great heroism, COurage, enthu-

Siasm and industriousness.皿ey ha‘′e always followed the Party

Since it came into being・ With unqualified loyalty.

The Party must work ou[ effective plar▲S for economic and

Cultural development so as to constantly improve the life of our

people.

The war of resistance against u.s. aggression may drag

On. Our people may have to face new sacrifjces of life and prop-

ert}′・ Whatever happens・ We muSt keep firm our resoIve to fight

the U.S. aggressors皿to融victory.

0研・ ′nO面a壷高/! a/レ↑一ay壷e, O研′高e′・S高l′ “/w,ay∫ be, O粧

peop/c,高// c面,ayS be.

Tl?C, AIne,子cul=〃一・a`/e/.S 〔均訪Ied,レ↓)e高I′ I・ebu最I o′げ/a/!d /eIi

Il●I彫出/10I●e bea雄狗I

No matter what difficulties and hardships lie ahead, Our

PeOPle are sure of [otal ‘′ictory. The U.S. imperlalists will

Certainly have to quit. Our Homeland will certainIy t)e reunified.

Our fe1low-COuntrymen in [he South and in the North wi11
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Certainly be re-united under the same roof. We, a Small naしion,

Will have earned the slgnal honor of defeating, through heroic

Struggle, tWO big lmPerialisms - the French and the American -

and of making a worthy contnbutlOn tO the world natlOna=lber-

Abou=he world communist movement - Being a man who

has devoted his whole life to the revolution, the more proud I am

Of the growth of the intemational communist and workers’

movement, the more pained I am by the current discord among

the fratemal Parties ,

I hope that our Party wi11 do its best to contribute effec[ively

to the restoration of unity among the fratemal Parties on the

basis of Marxism - Leninism and proletarian internationalism, in

a way which conforms to both reason and sentiment.

I am fimly confiden=hat the fratemal parties and countries

Will have to unite agaln.

*

About personal matters - All my life, I have served the

Homeland, the revolution and the people with a= my heart and

Strength. If I should now depart from this world, I would have

nothing to regret, eXCePt nOt being able to serve longer and

When I am gone, a grand funeral should be avoided in order

not to waste the people’s time and money.

*

Finally, tO the whole people, the whole Party, the whole amy,

to my nephews and nieces, the youth and children, I leave my

boundless Iove.
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I also convey my cordial greetings to our comrades and

fricnds・ and to the youth and children throughou=he world.

My ultimate wish is that our entire Party and people, CIosely

」Olnmg their efforts, Wi11 build a peac.eful, reunified, inde-

Pendent, democratic and prosperous Vietnam, and make a

WOrthy contribution to the world re、′01ution.

Hanoi, 10 May 1969

HO CHI MINH

求)◆∽
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SOME OF TH苗GIdI PUBLICATIONS

* H6 Chi Minh's Se!ected Wri血gs

1994; English, French

* H6 Chi Minh, the Founder ofIndependent Vietnam.

T船n D合n Tien

1997; English, Chinese.

1998; German. 1999; French

* Prison Diary

H6 Chf Minh

1998; English, French

* H6chiMinh

鴫vgeny Kobelev

1999; English

掌H6 Chi Minh, the Man Who Made a Nation

1997; French. 1999; English

掌H6ChiMinh,a Man,a Nation,an Ageand a Cause

Pham Van D6ng

1999; English
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